
The Corn: -,g of Socialism 

.4nd now, lool~ing out upon society, in 
the light of the n1nt.1-i::idii. c: :<eptioll- 
that is, equippi4 vi th the knov;lidgc that 
now makes us cap ... ,le 

Of tracing to t!,. ir origins 2nd ~ o u n t -  
ing for the exis t rnr t  of so..lal cia;; S, insti- 
tutions, l a w  and  practice. ; 

Of traciug cllanjies in  thought to social 
chnges ,  and accounti:ig for t!ir,s.t I J ~  shon- 
ing the connection Letnttt-n tlienl 2nd pre- 
vious economic cha~lgrs ,  th:lt came \vitti thy 
3dnption of new tools, or an extended sub- 
division of labour ; 

Of noting how mell, LJ- their action, a f -  
fected their environnien! and  their fellon 
Inell, and then ili turn becanx nffected 1,y 
these, amidst the grov th of populatio;~, thr 
springing up  of organised society, and rise 
of clas; clea~.age in it, the npp5.irxuce of 

.S.% . 
w e  State, nations, and  cities, and th:- 
problems connected with them ; 

Of thus proceeding from o11r t o  another 
of-inner lift.. suggstion from witI:o:~t. 
human action, ol~jc-ctive char~ge, tu1,jectivr 
consequence, ccnse?uen> human acticn. 3110 

. SO on, men thinking, doing. performi:ig. 
and thinkiilg again-knowing or ni:t lino\\ - 
ing the best way to proceed or best thn>; 
to do, but aln-lip acting according to thrii 
lights, that is, limited and conclitioneci 2 s  



the nhile , i~~c, i t le~i ts  and events folios 
on? ano:her in tlirir order. We nntc their 
succession and account for the order of 
rlleir succfc.~ion. ;IS wt. come to understand 
h o \ ~  histcry is ni:~de. 

Thus we 21-rive at  this \-ie\v, that action 
and renctio:l succeed onz ;mother in a pro- 
cess tflat occasions the fomntion and t r m r -  
forn~~ation of swiety, tha; occasions histnr:~: 
events. l'his is tlie m2tt.ri.1list conception 
this is 31,lrs's " guiding thread.' ' I t  is 
only a method. but no cvntempornr); of 
his can be credited \~i t l r  a greater discovery 
-a greater conquest of thought. As En- 
gels shared in the work, he shares in the 
o n  Rc.~t.rvntly of both :. Sanft ruhet 
Thre Asdie.  

SOIT it  c.111 I~re truly ssid,  th3t in a knc~a-- 
ledge of the past is to be fou:ld an ex- 
planation of the present,, nnd in so f a r  as 

\ , this is an e sp l a~~a t i on  of a process that 
must cotltinue, xhat of the fu ture?  Tile 
answer must be discovered t y  studying this 
process oi~jectively. 

Tracing the prwess : \Tit11 eco~mnmic, de- 
veiopment the swial class that gets its liv- 
ing tly workinp for wages came into =ist- 
ence and as manufacture, and later the 
m:tchine industry, supplanted the -old_q~ .- 
forms of ~)roducrion, this class grew in 
numbers greatly, but has ne1.e: f louri~l le~l  
exceedingly. Jt has hdd no golden ercl 
to  which it co:~ltl wish to retarn. To  I,? 
:I nnge I ~ h o l ~ r ? r  is to a s~ : r -  
\,;int and t1al.e a master ;  and to be 
a master over the I:I~)CKII. of free nien is tn 
Le the possessw of in~truments of indus- 
tiy, stocks of rnnterials and some mane!- 
i n  hand or at call--is, in n word, to I V  
a capitalis?. Etit to  rinlail: master over tl . 

labour of thew free men, they n .  rt be cut 
off fron: the means of making a s  E G C I ~  3 live- 
lihood on their ou-1-1 accou,jt ; and in that 
m m  norking singl!. on bits of raw material 
with hand t ~ l s  are at first undusold on thc 
market 1,:. the capitalists, and as then a 
generation prolys up unskilled in the use 
of these hand tools-these free rnc-n become 
so cut off. I n  this rnailltzr cnpitnl seizes on 
inrkstr!- after industry and in them lowers 
the status of those ellgaged to that of \\age . 

workers, without property in the means of 
production-proletniia~~s. After those con- 
riected with industry and trade tx1.e become 
divided into capitalists and n-age-worker* 
technical development crntinuinr-num12e:-! 
nre mtinually being passed out of the 
i.tpimlist class into that of wage labour h!. 
"the automatic action of comp-.tition," ' 
and so as a result of friction and erosion 
the capitalist secrion of society dinlinishes 
whi!e that of \\.age labour grows, economic 
dominion extending more and more m.er 
society as the capitalists become fever. in- 
dividuall!. n-ealthier, and nwre powerful. 

Thus h a w  capital and labour come and 
brought their problems with th-m. 

But in the stl-uggle between these tn.o 

-.: . ~ 

social hrces,  the rnateriaiist conception 
,: . . , . , , l . .  L.,,.- to neither side. Jt nierel!. investi- 

gates, collects the facts, and so arrays 
them as tr. make them cljsrlos~ to us the 
message tfi. they contairl in tlie~nselves a5 
to what is to be t!w octcome (lf  this class 
siruggle, what social tran.;formation is to 

 result. 
And non-, assurni~:g the prt.sc.nce ill sn- 

cietp of the capitalist and ?:.age classes a5 
we kilo\\- them-their origins traced out and 
existence accoun:ed for-studying them ob- 
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8 ic.cti\.dy, a!lowing no subjective preference, 
14 hopes or fears t o  sxay  our j u d g ~ i w ~ t s ,  but . l . '  - 
I -  merel:; arraying t h ~  facts x i th  a vie\\- t o  

fiildilig the anb\rer to this question, Eiox t ,a.. 
" \\.ill the struggle bet\veen capital and labour 
\ : ,  e n d ?  \17ill laL,our o\rr t i , .ov.  capital &S 

'B histor>- shons t l ~ e  rising middle class m r r -  1; threv the dominior? over them of the landed 
aristccracx ? 

, . As each clzss and section of S W ~ P : ~  

comes through being similarly afiected to 
.4 . i have a class life in a world of its o ~ u ,  
b!, 'i , out upon which it loclks from its o\vn point 
i' 1 of viev:, so through the head of Inboar 
$ !  run currellts of thought correspor~ding to 

the con li-ions of life and  circumstances i. 4 surrounding it. 
t; However it s tar tej ,  I \ -ha te~w accordinfi 
b .  
.V . to time a ~ l d  place its degree of enlipht- 
i ; '  S, lnent, s tmdard  of educatioil or level of 
i? class ~visdom, it is a part of this minkind 
9 3 

whose history \ye have teen revie\ving,-- 
, q ; t  a section of society-and, therefore, has e: 

brains. ilistoricaily he li\-ed in  some com- 
fort or in stint, according as employment 
was regular or intermittent or as \rages al- 
lowed. E-Ie saw machines set up  in place of 
himself, and his heart sank as he \vent forth 
to  walk the roads in search of a master, 

li-. and not for  a time finding one, su!Yi'e-:e?f 
and saw those dependent on him suffer. k f t  
native village, ro\Yn, and even country in 
se3rch of work and wages : Lived through 
comm~rcial  crises and financial panics, but 
did no: nnde:stand them ; only knew he had 
passed through periods of distress, and 
that thereafter he met many newcomers in  
his class who had bten bred higher up, but 
sonehow loct their imting in the class 
above. 

;;* -%t .~*. * 
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Out of \cork hp g*:, ai lxi~usly l .:gghg 
for  ~mplo:;n~cnt, pcrlidps e11vie~ tk1ose in it. 
a n d  ~vishes the master v:ould give him the 
opportucity to show that he \\-odd serve 
him better than sonic- o:her o:ie that he em- 
plo)-$. In work he looks on the 2.  ious ap- 
plicant for ;t billet a s  ilis euemy, fears he  
might he gi\-en his job ; workers f rnm 0 t h  
places he dislikes, b u t  immigrants from 
other countries he hates, and would a l -  

. most see the h:inrl nf a divine prcvidence 
\;ehind a calamity that destroyei! these 
pesple before they could come and takr 
jobs he and his should have. Earning a 
wage that enabies him to  do  so, he will pro- 
vide for his \\-ife and have his c h i l d r e ~ ~  
educated, and try to set them out nil a 
bttter career than his 0n.n. Stiilted, he will 
ovrr\:.ork his \rife and have her supplv- 
ment the family inconie with her earnings 
outsidt the home in addition to doing all 
the n-ork in it ; and roh his children of their 
childhood to turn it into something t o  eat 
and drink or to pay the landlord with. 

H e  looks out upon a civilisation that he 
dots  not share in, but \\lien shops, ~vorks, 
and the units of business capital \\.ere smz!l 
and nev- cou:~tries \\-ere opening up for 

=- - . - i  .. colonisation, he had hopes of stzrting for 
h%self, or trying his fortune in new lands . 
as he saw others do. As these: conditions 
chznge, openings through which to rise be- 
come fewer and fewer ; even those above 
a r e  tuiilbling below, and such hopes fade. 

But L ~ b o u r  has struck 2 new line. It 
iives in the midst of organisations, ci\ il. 
po!itica!, military-the orgmisztion of i t -  
self by the employers where i t  works. Ac- 
cepting the wages system betause it trims 



no other, it o r g ~ n i s e s  into t r a d ~ s  unio;~s! 
fights i : ~  e ~ l ; p l o y ~ r i  foi- ci)i~c+s~ic~iis. Hopes 
rise and fall with success aild failure, nnil 
a s  results l,ic,?mr disprol)c>r:ionn~e to cost, 

r > the prcspect Leronii.~ 1 ~ s . ~  :illrll.ing. I  her^, 
is a l \ ~ a y s  the r e w r w  army of ~ : n ~ n i p l o y ~ ' ~ l .  

1,nbour lo!lgs for eniancipation from \ \ l i ;~ t  
it feels to  !,c n thrrtldom. Exlmience suc- 
ceeds ezperiencr, impression s~icceeds in]- 
pression. I t  c!a\:ns 011 sonic that it is use- 
less attempting to ci~nquer a ~)osition that 
\\-ill satisfy within the irame~rori;  cif cLlpi- 
talist society. Thy cl!. is r2isi.d that tliih 
franle\\srk must be shnttered, that the eco- 
nomic relations nnist be changrd. 'l'he 
posit in^: taken and occupied 1,y rapitkrl anrl . 
bp lalmur are studied and tliought out.  
Lz tcur  L c ~ i n s  to  thipk that as idleness pro- 
duces nothing, labour produces all. Capital 
is pressed to justify its position, and 
its existence is thrcatcned in the proclama- 
tion of the principles of Sccialism. Labour 
heconies con\.inced that xhile i r  ~ ~ e r n i i t s  
capital to exist, it will be outraged, up- 
pressed, and exploited. 

As the workers circrin?ccrit~erl b y  this 
fr;lnl~\vork of present capitalist society fail 

,/ , 
to achieve their aims, and as failure causes ,;l 

. 

them tr? think, ponder., meditate, &~~,"!f~~.-~ - '+F 

conscinus of this framework. ant1 as n study 
of their position \.;ithin czpitalist soriet!- 
gives the n-orFc:'s mind those impressir>~rs I 

i\.hich arr summed up i n ,  the li:incil)lt.s of 
Sorialism, sn is !he road that Ia1)our n-i l l  
travel mnpptd out for it! W is Sncialisn~ 
accou:?teil f i ~ r ,  and  the certaints ni its cr'm- 
ing affirmed. 

Thus has capitalist scciety raised UP a 
c class trained, skilled, educated-capable 

.,? 
. . 

. . ,. . 

of p e ~  . :ing all the fur?cti~ii~s in coiinec- 
tion witli the mnking ant1 nrnintennnce 01' 
the instruments of !allo~rl-, the procluctioi! 
and transportation of wealth i n  ali its i o r n ~ s  
from the simplest artic:le to objects of tle- 
corztion and ornnment-of peufori. 'ng : t l i  

the services from those in\.oiving oilly . 'le 

rudest toil to the filling of o6cr.s in \v l~ ic l~  _ 
the highest trainetl i~~telligeiicc is required. 
'l1!lis  cl:^ coming to this position 
ccjnlcl not do so \vitl~out l)econiil~g conscious 
of its \cnrF:, its cspahility 3nd its life, ai-td 
of the difference between the aniount it pro- 
~!uces and the ;\mount it rrcei\.ec, that it 
must wclrk several dn!s for the wrges tl::t 
will only purch!st= what it mak j in o w .  
l .  I n  tllis Lxlwrirnct ~ I I - I I I K  is t h t  
srlg~estion that  he rnllitn list sliould I),, 
: ~ l ~ ! ~ l i s ! ~ d .  

Thus in t!le !ight of rhc: niateri:~list  con^ 

crption, th:tt stage of crioicmiic Je\.elop- 
ment  \vhich is t!ir cq~i ta l i s t  I)rirww1s, :IS it 
turiis the m e m s  of PI-oduction into capitalist 
property nuci cc,nc~~itrnte:. this into the 
hands of the few who Irecome, though 
:rer loids  of i n d u t r y ,  mere inves~ors ; 2t 
the same time, Lrcaust: i t  can~iot do  other- 
wise! raises u p ,  adds to and i~icrences the - ir!tc-liigence of the propert!%ss Ivage- 
mrrkers ( i n c l u d i i ~ ~  s ~ ~ l a r i e d ~ ,  3116 ill doi11g , - .  - .' 
this, capital is raising up a rival po\Yer ,I ::' '. 

in scciet!. that increasingly oljjycts to re- ;- 1 
main in sul~jection to it-is callilig into ex- .:: ; 
istznce the indastrial army, \\-llicli; though 
a t  first con1lS1alrded and'furni+ed \vith o f -  
ficers by capital, is through t,eing i l l -  . . . 
strutted, orginised, t r a i x t l ,  allotted fullc- 
tions, and at the same time trentecl 
as to provoke diwontent in It. rilnks-\vhilt. 
lxco~ning conscior~s c~f  ;I fc:eling that it 



could, \\.it!i t l ~ e  liiea~ls of productio11, pro- 
duce for  its o\\.li LW \\-it'ilolit apparently 
useless drai\.ers of dividends. \ \ho  d o  not 
e\.in sce l i ~ ~ i r  work is done- this army, for 
one reason and for allother, is having it:: 
mind swung round to the acceptauce of 
propoiais t o  allpoint its o\\m ofiiccrs ant1 
leaders, and 1-enc,uncing the authority of 
capital, entisr in  and take charge' of tiw 
means and init~.umcnts of ~)rorluctiol~ on 
its on.n he l~nl f ,  and  tliencefcrth use them 
ns partners in ;In association tlw member- 
s!iil) of whic!i lxoduces for its o\rn LISP. 
This is Sccialism. -4 sc~mctl l in~ in itself 
cmcerning wllicli dili'efe~it hend: may have 
in them tiifl'ercnt notions, tl ifi~rent ideas as 
to what i t  will be l ike, 'a l?d h o ~  it \v i l l  
cnmp, or whether tlint or so:i~t.thii~fi else 
\\-mild he preferled. I lui  these sutjjective 
11rt:fercnc.s may arise and c h a ~ g e  or differ 
accordingly as the mind sums up alitl 
tlicorjses from this or that point of' ~ i e \ v .  
-\vlii!e locking out u p m  more or lrss ex- 
plained or unexplained \?orid of cnpit.~! 
and labour. 

Capital looks out u p m  thi:. world; 
lal,vur locks out upun i t ;  their situations, 
points of vie\\- and prefrrvilces clifer. Thr . 
materinlist rmlceptinn ncrounts for and es- , l~ la ins  all thrse vnryi!lg j,!w~iomena, ,,,~c 
dio\rs l!?\\- the frictinns 2nd antagonism< 
ari5e ; that t l ~ t  form of prodilction in group- 
ing men into the wpresentntives of capi- 
tal and of Ialmur it Froups them into op- 
posiilp fol.c.es that \\-ill fight on the indus- 
tiinl or the p3lirical field whwever their in- 
terests clash or an advantage can be gnined. 
1,abour cr'.nnnt leave capital alone, I~ecause 
capital ca-n,?t leave i t  alonc. La t~our  c m -  
not lea1.r the State alone, Iwnuse  the State 

cannot l eaw it alonc.. As e \ w y  line of 
study brings us Lack to economic condi- 
tions, so the princi1)les of Socialism are 
often discovered an?\\. ; often are men who 
have started to think foand to be on the 
wal. to their discovery. And, again, it 
may be said, if in t!le statement of these 
principles is summed up  the in? itable e i -  
fect upon the mind of capitalist conditions, 
then, because no other line, \\-ay, or method 
of emancipation can, from the nature of 
the economic process, b r  tliscovered for 
labour. SOC1,4I,IS?rI I S  I S  T H E  NA- 
TURE ATD P R O C E S S  O F  T H l S G S .  

Thus the materialist conception of his- 
tory affirms the comil~g of Socialism. And 
it is to come, not I w x u w  h!- fe\v or many 
of our neighbours it is more or less strongly 
desired, hoped for ,  or aspirer! to. "'hese 
a re  only mental feelings, prrlelwices and 

. affinities, only sut~jective states that ma!- 
change as theirposition in society changes. 
A change in the econonlic process.;. fore- 
seen, a consequent change in these \\-ould 
I.= foreseen. Socialism is not 3 mental 
feeling, so not a hope. nor an aspiration. 
neither is it a conjecture- hic cl^ same is 
only a thought. 

--. Nor is it the rr.-ili<atiwi of a great +. scheme, plan, or design, thougllt out 

one or another of the \ \ m i d - b e  architects 
of ne\r s w i d  orders. Such products of 
ingenious mind\-utopias-society cannot 
rearrange itself in accordance nitl , ,  fit itself 
into, or put on, 3s one nould a nec suit of 
clothes. 

Kor brcausr of t!le existence in s~iciety cbf 
the different grades of rich and poor, for 
many  a one living on rent, interest, divi- 



(!ends, or txne.factions is poor. This clops 
not give ihe l i ~ e  of cica.vage. 

U:lt tccause as a ri.i;ult of economic de- 
~.elopment, brca!~se t?i:it priicession of 
changes in the ci~ntli:ions of icdustry and 
trade, th r  pcople 11a1-e htmmie di\-ideci iiito 
these t x o  c1;lsses--tlrestl tu  o c ) ~ ) p o ~ i n g  so- 
cial forces of capital ant1 l,ll~clur, the Capi- 
talist Class and  thc  1Yorki1:g Class. 


