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Colonia Cosme .is the outcome of New Ause;
tralia. 1t may be remembered that the Paras
guayan Government gramted the New Australisns
a large iract of land for settlement .purposes,:
Bul there was riever any reai unity in New Aupe
tralia. Aner wmmn Lane left, first one pn?-n -

+.37
other til at last ﬂllt most m-cmrlng of,
bodies, the Paraguzyan Government. interfered,
and sent out an omclal to.fix up tlings and re-
port. Py
- The result was that the colony ceased, in t.h.
original sense of the word, to be a colony, the
Government giving each settler so many acres of
land for his individual use. The Paraguayan atd
the New Australian live side by side, equal under
the law, and equal socially, The Paraguayan -

“:nﬁ\gs/a_dma and the white man attends it.
Q: ¢ whi ives one and {he Paraguaysn

comes. A wedding Zoa] o 1-round
| aviink, Paraguayan snd-Austraimo drinkisg out
of the same bottle. It is easy to get drunk I

l‘a‘agl.av Everyone grows his own sugar-cane
8 pRa.Lum. So far, thouh thora

‘ When thé Cosme - mnle, nba\xt 58, left - Ni
‘| Australia, William Lane, though he could”

made any subdivision of the land and cattle, gave
up, with the consent of those with him, and with
a Quixotism that we cannot but admire, all ¢laim
to everything. * The uew oglonists set out with a
small supply of food, the general personal bag-
gage, a few implements and tools, and a few
bead of cattle. None had tbe least idea where
the uitimate settlement would be, but there was
plenty of enthusiasm and great farth, and no:
body-minded thinge much, even when, later ¢ oo,
Nuise Grice said, ,they “hagd to go 10 bed elrly
ﬁmuuw they got so hungry sittibg up." .

After leaving New Australia a camp was form- |
ed on the bank of a river, while an agent went to'
interview the Government about a new grant.
| The Government was rather {aken abaclk by the ™

request, and wanted to know why the grant al~
ready given would not Jdo for both parties.
Ulttmately, after negotiation, a grant was offered
near the yerbales——forests where the Paragtayan
tea grows. Au exploring party set gut to locate
the grant, which wzs only about 18 miles aistant
from the camp. An Idea of the country cau be
gothered from the fact that it took the party -
i0 days to get there. The inspection showed
that the grant was utterly unsuitable, heing 'io
wild, rugged country, ‘with a sandy sofl, und prae:
tically no ion with the ‘ Anes
other disadvantage was that it was lndhn coun=
try. ln the nearer distance lay part of ihe
| mountains of Central Paraguay, seamed, scarredy..
and riven by great gorges, and inhabited only by~
— wild animals, the jaguar, the puma, the mborf
, abi, and the c.‘nrptnchn, to say nothing of ‘the.
| smaller fry, ocelots, tlger cats, and others.
| Later on we forgot; to fear them, though .the
| toxes. ocelots, and tiger cats made fowl- ra\slni
a difficult business. .

AN UNACCEPTABLE GRANT.

As soon as the grant was inspected & Lo
wus made again to Asuncionm;in the bop#’
ting the concesston declared off. .The grant.

on the point of being compleied, and the Ministes
concerned was very angry: so angry, indeed, that =~
the colonists thought it wise to try and buy &
little piece of land if they could raise the money.
They had begun to learn that in & fertile country
Hke Paraguay, with a warm climate and & regu-
"lar rainfall, a large. area of land wn a deld,-‘ .
bt sailesethan A

triénds in Scotland, money ‘was forthcoming, aml =
five and a half leagues‘of Tand were bon‘M 13-
“miles from s rallway station, in the fork ‘of two
inexhaustible rivers, the Pirapo azd the Fibi~
cuarl, This was the new bome; wnd here ‘they -
came in July, ‘1894,

As they entered into possession Lhe thu:k rain
was pouring down, the loose Paragusyan soil was
; soft and wnking. and the long wet grass was up
10 their kunees a8 they tramped through it. *Buat,”
said a2 woman to me long afterwards, “it seemed -
like heaven. It was our own, amd there was
peace.’’. Utterances such as this show the condi-
{ tion that had prevailed in New Australis, and
; {he anxious uncertainty of the pieneers of Cosma
1 after they had left that colony and lay umpod nt
l Codas.
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Was made again to Asiuncion, in the bope of xet-
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|xome=nm\ was very angry: so angry, indeed, tﬁl(
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[ little pirse of laud if they could raise the mogey.

They hud begun to iecarn that in a fertile country
{ like Paraguay, wilh a warm climate and & regu-
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!rwmli in Scotland, money wis forthcoming. and
five and a half leagues ‘of Jand were bought 13
miles from a railway station, in the fork of two
i inexhaustible rivers, the Pirapo and the Tibi-
! cuari. This was the new home, uad here they
came in July, 1894,
As they Pﬂler(‘d inte passesslon lhv thh,k ralp
! was pouring down, the loose Paraguayan soil was
soft and sonking, and the long wet grass was up
tu their koees us they tramped through it. “But.”
" said a woman lo me long afterwards, “'it seemed
like heaven. It was our own, aad there was
peace.” Utterances such as this show tbe condi-
tion that had prevailed in New Austraiia, and
e anxious uncertainty of the pioneers of Cosme
" after they bad YefL that colony and luy camped at
i Codas.

_. NOTHING BUT PEACE,

-1 Perce was about 2l there was in Lhe new howme.
! There were no houges, no fences, no knowledge of
. the locality, while the Australian experiepce was
.+ not'such us met the requirementa of the changed

, tonditions of climate and production.  All-round
'- t bush knowiedge was of the xx‘eu.eut value, though
L1 to what extent was not retogaised tilt Boslish
:’ ! people began to come out. ‘The Australiaf could

: turn his hand to wmost things. The lack of tools
- i mever dainted him. When he had ne plane he
. | used an adze, when the adze gave out, an axe, ~
1f he wanted soft wood, and it was not handy, he
Used bard, and made the best of it. Eagllskmen
were quite helpless when they first joined. The
- | way Australians worked appalled them. They
were bewildered by raw material, never having
seen it before, and helpless for the want of tools.
We reckones an Englishman bad to'be a year in
.- | the colony before he was worth anything to it. x‘i
it PECULIAR NATURAL FEATURES.

The first gite chosén for a location was vacat-
#d, and a second ope in a better position taken
up. also on the edge of the camp.” “*Camp,” I
must explain, is treeless land. **Monte' is forest. —
‘fhey are iuterwoven gne with ‘the other in &
manner difiicult to—explain to those who bave
never seeu it. The camp ix llke = great river,
widening and narbowing between widening and
narrowing forest land, being in some places anly
a few hundrbd yards wide, and in others mlles, ' '’
divérging aud converging continuallyd Sawpe-
times 'mnsuen of camp are bent into the monte,.
toiming gulfe. These are called rinconew, Some-
- | tilues & sip&ll area of camp will be found wholly -
Js | oF almoest wholly enclused by the monte. Thess
-y | wre fine hiding Dlaces for cattle-stealers, am the
at | nonte i 88 good as 2 fence and much more jm-
or | per olrable, The eoil in the camp iw quite difterent
th | from that of the moate, aud the line between the
T | two tw almost distinct. No seed from the monte
:': hlown ob to the camp ever takes root.  The long
" | rank grass covers it, growing up to the shadeof
he | the trees, Thers it stops, going no farther. Camp
1s | i quite upsuitable for cuftivation, but the colo-
niste bad to put the plough into it to meet the
at | Becedsitiod of the food question. The nelghboring
natives who now and then passed by said cultiva-
m | tion on the camp must fali. Aeked whby, they
13 | could give no reason, but only said it was ee.

in CLEARING THE BIG SCRUB, “N\_ .~
ed 1n addition {o the camp put in with malse, alf,
bhande, afier pitching & few tents apd making &
few rough shefters, went to work clearing a
patch of monte. Moxte clearing ie terrible work,
loboricus and dishesrtening. Huge trees,” the
of one ov the otbers, dense
under;rowth matted beneath them, thorn and
crecper everywhers, are what' has 10 be faced.
T8 | A fawt aw apy eort of clearing was pads. it wae
he | turned over and seed planted, maise, mandiocs,
it8 | sweet potatoes, and beans being put in. During
ihis first terrible slx monthe the eight-hours que-
tion slept. . Men worked 16 houre & day, evesy
man s hard as the olher. Blistersd hands, ach-
ing backe, hunger cravings, and over ali a pever-
tdilivg cheeriness and kindiiness. This was the
. { early atory, and the story of wen and women
ea | Alike. g e .
< © & TIMB.OF PRIVATION. N
vanmmmnmmym
imrgine how things were, either as Tegarde fiis
terlal, or, 1o use the word not quits Ta. !ﬂo
ivary sense, the epiritual aspect; Thére Seemied
lo be abwolutely no-suck thinge as ‘complalnt, -
pature, or fll-feeling. In the store, supbiles
ran down day by day till women washed withdut
soap, cooked without fak and patched thé oula
germents with the inper. Flour was almost Some

4

e gick: and ‘the well. Want o i
m-ﬂﬂhrﬁ'-;
. oy
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; Of rourse, . no- money - passes current in the

| Cosme colony in Paraguay, either between mem-

l.r~ or hetwpen the colony and members. " Al .

‘-«’Imn' alike in whatever the public labor pros .

duces. As rome things are mot as plentitul as .
+ vihers, and ax mahy things bave to be bought,

s general systent of fixed allowance tn adopted.

AL cortuin hours the rtore is open. In order

s keep an exact asccount of everything, thinge
R (e store are givet oul on their outside or
A trade xals price, so muny pounds of maize,
;:mumhnr& sugar, «¢te, to the dollar, A dollar
it lborer's day wuge in Paraguay. AsS prices
Muctuate, o fixed ayerags price 18 charged to
voleniste.  In thi way, & colooist can atwayw -
ree what credit he hus at the store, and “the
storekeeper can make his financlal- statement”
at the year's epd without any bother of mixed -
ar complicated values, Malze-weal, mandiocs,
rweet putatoes, ang besns were, when we left,
1| unlimited 1n yuanility, everyone geulag just as
ek ag he liked.  Previously, people had beex:
allowed only 50 mavy pounds of each of these;
o« | the allowance, ymall at the peginolog, ll\cmbo
lug @& the production increased.

- NU ABUSE OF CREDIT.

Ax far as the ubuso of credit ik concerned, ou.
muy say that it practically pever occurs. If by
# lchupce a woman duves ank in excess of her card
one mouth, she invariably repsys (n the next.
At first, the monthly card covered the whole al- sj
lowance, except sick allowance, made to people. ;
Sick sllowanco means medical advies, medicine, B
[o0d, nuralng, and abseuce from work. Whaen
the card stood so, we could give an order for
urticles of vlothing, saving the money, or rather.
the credit to pay for them off the card. 113
shontd be expluined, g relativn to credit cards,
b that the figuren on one nde (a) dealt with goods
*F | produced tn the colony, aul thoss on the other
W | mdo (h), to 1hings bougbt outslde, which wers
M Ipecessartly mited in quantity, the coluny never
R | huving mnch money (0 expend quywhere,

: THE SYSTEM OF EXCHANGE.

b Thus, ‘vetead of speading the whole of eide :
bt el sodu, male, etc., things not pro- k
Qured gn the colony, a famlly could go without 4
same of these, and speud the amount saved. in
wuythlag else they choss to order. Under this

m, 1t was (ousd 1hat while living was,
owiug 1o the poverty of the colony, pooror than

was good, people made JU stil povrer, in gordse

e buy clothes, Clothes bad becoms aitmply tat-
ters patched.  To remedy thie, 2 clothiag &l
lonance was ugreed upon, each person to receive

(he satoe, children proporlivnately. This worke

el for u while, bul newer peopls, not haviag
wore changes perhapm, through haviog sbared
thelr things, kad siors durable clothihg, and d1d

ot need to spend their aliowance, Some return- -
ed It monthly, having it cuncelted. Others let

it stand to their credit, so that afier a few
months they had & pile of dollars to their credit,

. fw well as buiug deceatly clad, while olhers bad

. L anly the clothing and no doliars.

11 A COMMUNISTIC DIFFICULTY, 3
5- This conditlor of things was allen to the real
meaning of the colouy, The dollar credit was
s [ capcelted, and the clothing aifowwace abolished.
n-{in its ples was fixed an arrangement, by which
k. | we spplied for clothlng s we wanted it. This
of-| did not work altogether wel, a8 people had dit
he | ferent ideas with regurd Lo need, and also dify,
by | ferent uegrees of pride, some people going ilth-w
out clothes who shoufi have applied, and
n- jibers applying when they should huve patched:--
4] Tu mend this, lists were sent round to the meme"
0T perx, asking them 1o notify the committes. of -
on | the least possiblo amount of clothing they m& g
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t- jdo with for six monthe, s0 wany yards of s
bing wllowed to each chlld of & certain age;”
17 and 50 on to the adult. The failure of thig;
“h v that al.iha 4 ELIS lldl- ]
ww | the size of others, and wiul inade six suits {m
one nunlly. only made four in anvther. Also
€€ i people in their desire not to ask oo much, kil
"E[too little, aud had to request supplementary..
aliowances, while the careful and the carelesy.
n- | tamnily made further differences. Communivg
0 lix a thing of ihe spirit, pot of jaw, and Jt. was..
th{here that 10 Jater times the colony fell shott,,
fu tho big things, it was essy L0 make rules and
keep them. Ouo general standard did for sil.
k, { But in the little things it wus different. Theve:
e { was quho a lo'. or #il-feeling aroused by ‘tHd*
o, and 'Y havs;
g heard nnce Ienvlng the colony that memberg:
or | had Teveried to the system of the clothing ailoWws,,
e {noce on the card, saving ll or !pemlln‘ II
8, {they chose, .
M Thiy arr whils not
casy to work, aud pleasauter to live undar, ll4>
ix |18, after ull, exacUy that of the food- dlm
ef  where one bas a credit and liberty to choose f
el | what way he will take it out, except that no ons.,
2 |is allowed to save on the food allowance, lil)
or {ON® may on the clothing credit, .
pe: | SUPPLIES ULTIMATRLY TO-BE UNLIMITED::
'] Itere, 1 would say that ihe system of allowabeds -
°T Aor limit was regarded by Willtam Lane su s teme
porary thing, Becsseary on sccount of the Waxk,
cf plenty iu the colony, and to be abolished agw
soon as practicable. The idea haw 50 far béen
le | carried -out by his succeasor, as chairman, Jopu:
"N | 1ane, that allowances of maize, mandioca, efg.,
are now ualimited. :
Edycation 1s compulsory, English u"
seéctarlan. Marrisge is jllegal, 0 far ag




A COMMUNISTIC DIFFICULTY.

This couditior of thiugs was alien to the real
meaning of the colouy. The dolar credit was
capeelied, and the clotbing allowance abolished.
fn its place was fixed av arrangement, by which
we applied for rlolhlug as we wanted it. This
did not work altogether well, &8 people had dif.
ferenut ideas with regard to need, and also dife
ferent Gegrees of pride, some people going with-
out clothes who $houfi have applied, lnd
others applying when they should have patched;-
| T mend this, lists were sent round to the mnem.'

bers, asking thew to potify the committee of
the least possible amount of clothing they couMd -
do with for six months, so inany yards of sttt
being allowed to each cbiid of & certain age;
"jand zo on to ibe adult. 'I‘he laﬂure of this
\ £ ih Rora-tadon.

FSteTT w4
‘» the size of olhers, and what inade six sults in
one family, only made four in another. Also
peopie in their desire not to ask too much, asked.
too little, and had to request supplementary.
allowances, while the careful and the careless.
family made further differences. Communism |
is a thing of tbe spirit, pot of law, and it was.
here that lo later times the colouy fell short,
In the big things, it was easy to make rules and
keep them. Ono general standard did for all.
Bul in the litile things it waa different, There.
was quite a lot of ill-feeling aroused by ‘the"’
supplementary clothing sllowances, and I have '
heard since leaving the colony that members-:
had reverted Lo the system of the clothing allow,
ance on (bhe r-urd saving H,.or spending it -
they chose.

This arrang t. while not ie, il'
casy to work, and pleasanter to live under, and
is, after all, exactly that of the food- allowance.
where one has a credit and liberty to chooge in’
what way he will take it out, except that no one’
is allowed to save on the food allowance, and
one may on the clothing credit.

SUPPLIES ULTIMATELY TO-BE UNUm
Here, 1 would say that the system of allowkn
or limit was regarded by Wilifam Lane as a tsn-
porary thing, necessary on account of the: 'lnl,_
«f plenty in the colony, aud to be abolished aw:
soon as practicable. The idea bas so far been ”
carried out by his successor, as chalrman, John
Lanpe, that al of malze, a etc.,
are now unilmited, . 't
Pducation is compulsory, Eaglish and vén< I
sectarfan, Marriage is illegal, 80 tar as the co-
lony {s concerned, for men-under 20, gad for b
women upder 18. These ages are fixed VPOL:
the groumds that the children of the (mnnun"‘
lack mormality, being either delicate phyllu!i‘
or byper-sensitive, nervously and mentally, apd
that youthful parents lapk ihe judgment ang]
general experience of those older. Marriage, of
cousing iy iitegal. The civil ceremony is zxecuq.
sarily that of Paraguay, a simple form of n-
gistration. 1t is supplemented by & public op-
lony ceremonial. The property ia held by-1he |
colony. The lavd cau neither be morigaged :fif
bor sold while there is one dissentfert yeu.
by 8 i8 by and usl
24 bold only comes with membership, and md-
9 | pership only after a year's probation, both br
e fand of the calony.
o Housing is a single room for. an unhm
© person, two for a family with two chlldﬂa '
additional room for two more, and after that &
s | gecond children’s room, to allow for separation: 2
of boys and girls. Up till lately, the uingle §
men messed logether, having & cook.  Lattssly;
as they are few, and labor is scarce, there ‘i~
tulk gf their boarling out with the famiies, -
THE COLONY’'S ENTERPRISES.

_‘To-day, among the big items of colony pn..
perty are a sugur-boiling plant, and -
with a good sawmill and flour mill, al) worked
by steam, &nd a brickmaking plaat. Bugar and
timber are the chiet mesns of obtalning money.,
The eane grows well, and needs really lesa work
and care than auy other crop that ean be vm-
duced angd s0ld for the same money,

The cheapest things -produced in large q\un-
tities other than oranges, are bananas and plan-
tains. They are fed to the pigs, as there is no
local market for them, and they are too Pesiali-
g | able to allow of export. If the colohy only had].
a good marmalade and jam fectory, they could,
0 lwork up tons, ot oranges and banans
¢ [streets are lined with orange trees, and M

are 10,000 full-bearing trees in the oran ;
levery house has either its orange - trasi .g
orange hedge. Apart from the banapa:
plantain fields, the plants are put ix hy
bolders for 'y shade, as req hey
grow very rapldly, and are cut out ,whon‘ Uhd

shade is no longer required.
THE WANT OF LABOR

‘The whole colony industry is ha
s¢ much by a wangof machinery, xd
ot lgbor. Men simjily cannot live year
in-a climate like that of P-.ns\uy,
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regular, but very depressing phnlm!fr
to the great degree of inolsturs in -
sphere.  We used to feel the slightest ¥
of tempersture, owiag to the extrems”
ot blood, conaequent on the went of
.food &% much as upon citmatic infiuence;
. |1Bg it the winter,|gRg collapsing lnﬁl
¢ But a well people, b
"‘tlod should not suffer 2o much,

ey RN

l Amorg tbe most stringent ol
nd one m un
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Among the minor dludmtmc of the Cm-g
colony, in Paraguay. #re the sameness of tha
tood and the want of mest. Three times & da¥
the colonists eat corn meal, sweet potatoes,
and mandioca in some form or other, making
variety by leaving one of them out. These three 1%
things are more ‘‘same’ than one who i 3
not know them can pessibly imagine. They are
all starchy, Mandioca is nearly pure starch.
From it are made tapiocs, farina, alfrecho, eag,
and aimidin (starch). Swest potatees are th
same, sago and a atarch. Corn starch 18 tod:
well-known to require notice. Belng so stardhy,:; .
the of actval nour fo smell;
while the varieties of indigestion they prodm
are severs and many. There is prac
fat. A houséwife in my time thought -l H
lucky if she had a teaspoonful of fat in & M

| man who got hh f00d cooked Wwith a tasth.

tat declared he felt stronger all day xor it.
MILK AND MEAT SCARC!.

‘quality. They giva littlo milk, and the-calved:

have no stamina, They also require ha

every day when small, on account of the

and other inaects. Insect life is vu'ltd
an

only means at ithe colonists’ -dispodal.
locusts come once fn a whilé, Cdsine Nas' e,
caped well so far, their one visitatien causing
little d: Most lish can
bo grown, tomatoes very well, indeed, but fruits
and vegetables seem to flourish' irregylasly,
both wild and cultivated. One year things will
be splendid, prolific beyond all expectation. The
nrext year they will hardly come to :nynung.
INSECT PESTS. .
The insect. pests are unimaginable. There ary
many varieties :of mosquitoes, from s HEtls
brute that stands ocn his heed, and =0 geotw
through all but the best znd finest net, to &
large kind that yoi can kill every time he comes’
near You. But, by the irony of fate, the little
fellow stings badly, and the big fellow hn_-gl"z
at-ail, .
* Flies are innumerable. One smalt and very
frail variety has a mania for walking en the
ball of the eye. Them, there are the ordln‘rr %
house files. gresn flies, purple, amber, red+ ;
eyed, and blue-eyed, March flies, warble ﬂl’g

sleeping baby’'s mouth either covered or closed;
and to put carbolic on soves on the childrem’s.:’
heads if the skin happens to be broken, and.
know not how many more. "
A FLESH-BURROWING GRUB.

A source of great discomfort and dlsgust is &
hairy grub that hatches in the flesh, It iy -
probably the oftspring of the warble fly, It
makes life a misery to both man and beast. I
have seen a small boy of four with.a dénn
in his head during the season. They raise . .
lump lke a boil, but a boil {s nothing to the.
pain they inflict when, they wrigzgle in thejr ﬁ‘
tempts to get out. To effect their escape they .
are provided with atroog hairs, which, bejng
erected, irritate an animal until he rubs.
place against a tree or post, so breaking: ¢
skin, ‘when the grub emerges, sometimen h
an inch in length.

Another flesh trouble is the chigoe, usualiy
called the jigger. It is a small flea about. the
size of a pin point/ which burrows into th
flesh, round the nails for preference, but alsg
anywhere else it can get at you. The malé"
not of much consequence, but the fembls I8,

the flesh until she has a sack of eggy as large
a pea, which causes a rather pleasant burnfng
ftching. At this stage the things need removing,
If left, the eggs haich and give one a lively tine;
People with many jiggers have had tg go to .
tili the holes lett by taking out the sacks
healad.
- ANTS, CRICKETS, FROGS, AND SNAm
Ants were another pest. They were perky
rather more numerous than the fles. A" tiy
littie red ant\used to get into the boxes Mnﬁ
the clothes. e crickets ate great holes in
clothes until they were carefully stowed out
thelr reach at night, ana then they did ot il
dain a sleeper’s hair or the flesh round his nadli
The bichos (anything noxicus from s gnat’ 18
jaguar) are like the fruits and flowers.
years they flourish, some years they don’t. Pet«
Raps there is some connection. In addition, lo
these there are centipedes, tarantulas of endrs
mous size, great hairy striped things, wilh b
red mouths, and wasps and hornets. The viru<
lence of the poison of the bhornet sting is I«
tense. Of course we had fieas and eockrolchl
but they wers not bad. Among the less tmublo-o
some bichos were the lizards, climbing frogs, an
toads. The climbing frags attracted snakes. The
snakes were dangerous, and they often nvady
“the houses.. “Don’t move,” sald & )uuba.nd ‘to
Bis wite one day. Of course she did.” Th




A FLESH-BURROWING GRUB.
A source of great discomfort and disgusf is &
iiry grub that hatches in the flesh. It ip
‘obably the offspring of the warble fly, It
akes life a misery to both man and beast, I
ave seen a small boy of four with & ddzen

. his head during the season. They raiss s
mp like a boll, but a boil is nothing to the
aln they inflict when they wriggle in their at-
'mpts to get out. To effect their escape they

ro provided with strong hairs, which, bejng
rected, irritate an animal until he rubs the
lace against a tree or past, so breaking the
«n, when the grub emerges, sometimes hnlt

a inch in length. P
Another flesh trouble {8 the chigoe, usual
alled the jigger. It is a small flea about the =%
ize of a pin point, which burrows into the
esh, round the naillz for preference, but alsg
nywhere else Jt can get at you. The male is
ot of much consequence, but the female is,

he flesh until she hag a sack of eggs as large an
. pea, which causes a rather pleasant burning
(ching. At this stage the things need removing.
f left, the eggs hatch and give one a lively time.
>cople with many jiggers have bad to go Lo hed
i1t the holes left by taking out the sacks havs
iealed.

ANTS, CRICKETS, FROGS, AND SNAKES.

Ants were another pest. They were perhaps
‘ather more numerous than the flies. A tiny
ittle red ant\used to get into the boxes and eat
he clothes. The crickets ate great holes in the .
‘lothes until they were carefully stowed out of
heir reach at night, and then they did not dls-
lain a sleeper's hair or the flesh round his nails.
Fhe bichos (anything noxious from 2 gnat to a
jaguar) atre like the fruits and flowers. Some
years they flourish, some years they don’t. Per-
haps there is some connection. In addition to
these there are centipedes, tarantulas of enor-
mous slze, great halry striped things, with big
red mouths, and wasps and horneis. The viru-
lence of the poison of the hornet sting is in-~
lense. Of course we had fleas and cockroaches,
but they were not bad, Armaong the less troubles
some bichos were the lizards, climbing frogs, and
toads. The climbing frogs attracted snakes. The
snakes were dangerous, and they often invaded
the houses. “Don’'t move,” sald a busband to
his wife one day. Of course she did. There wa®
a snake under her chair. Going into her bed-
room she found a second, and a little later &
third one was killed on the doorstep. No wop- -
der people tucked their mosquito nets well in .
when they went to bed. There were dozens of
exciting experlence with the reptiles, but ouly -
one woman was bitten.

SOME STRANGE COMPLAINTS.

None of the sighness to which we weré siie
Ject ended fatally. A malarlal fever, wlth or,
without ague, was the most prevalent. When'
neglected it turned to intermittent fever. Tha.
poor 1iving gave rise to a kind of boil or abscess;
probably a carbuncle, which broke out near the
elbows, wrists, knees, and spine. Sometimes
these left holex you could put your thumb fin.
Pasmidora was another amiable affliction, but:
there were few cases of it. It was a raw opem:
sore, without pus or mcab, eating out skin
flesh. Without seeming to enlarge it
all round the patient's thumb, healing behind s,
it went forward. The treatment was COtSA’]}
wool cut to the exact size and soaked In carhoux(}'\l
and fitted into the cavity.

AN OBLIGING MEDICO.

In cases of severe sick or those !
ing surgical afd there was a Spanish doctor, who
may or may Dot have bad a diploma, in the. "
nearest town, about 12 miles away. As a r\‘l. N
patients preferred going to Villa Rica to be at-
tended by the Engilah doctor there. He always .
treated patients without charge. Thé druggist's
shop in Villa Rica was, thanks to him, equal ta
any { have seen anywhers. In the matter of
sickness the colony is very good, the last shilltug ¢ *
being allowed if anyone wishes to see.a doctor, 3

DBATHS CAUSED BY ACCIDENT, -

A]l the deaths that have occurred in t!w L2
ony in eight years have been caused by accident;.
with the exveptioh of two which were due to:
croup and cancer. The genmeral tone of the cols
ony’s health is low. ‘This may be dué to the Hoor
food. Qne caanot tell, not even by the matlye,
for he, too, lives pootly. -On ke other Hasd,
the food mey be the beat for the climate, and’
the climate may be -the ‘scle canse of  the: des
bility. In early times we hel® curesives supertor:;
to vative wayw, but as time went on the question
was often put, weren't they, after all, the
for the climate? And, bearing this out of lni

3

humbns-uﬂoowithi
Yot Australia bas shown us poibing
maolnnyhn;nmmm-.!u



