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Capitsl, says the Quarterly Review, avoids tumulf and dispates, and is of o timid dl,sms;:::;i
i but not the whole {ruth, Capital abhors the absenee of profit, o.r avery
. TMF y V""Y e, bltoxs o vaeuum. With sufficient profif, Capital becomes daring. Ten per
- 1\fn':lJ‘m.;IﬂZt wlsbe had everywhere; twenty per cent., and it becomes lively; fitty per
ot "01'“.“,1: ;‘“ : :hcfmfor 100 per cr'-nt., it tramples all human laws under foot; 300 per ¢ent.,
cm:lt:r..] n::l:;‘:oyci?r;m,which it will not veniture to commit, even at the risk of the gallows. If
:::mull: and disputes are profitable, it will encourage them both,— I arn Blanx,
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SOCIALISM.

IN a speech delivered by Lord Salisbury, in the House of Lords, on

May 19th, 1890, he made use of the following words: * Thase
Socialistic proposals are connected with great evils, and no one who
is nob abrolutely blind will deny the existence of those evils. . . .
Tiis our duty to do alt we can o find remedies for those evils, even if
we are caited Socinlists for doing so, we shall be reconciled to it
That there are evils in society as at present constituted, the Tory
Prime Minister of England thus admits. The people who show that
the causes of these evils result from our present industrial system are
called Socialists, Communists, and Anarchists, the world over. To
this we have to make up our minds to become reconeiled. Through
unconscious jgnorance In some eases, bub oftener through deliberate
misrepresentations, the press, with few exceptions, confounds the aims
and objects advocated by the various progressive schools—Socialisi,
Communism, Anarchism. Upon the two latter theories this leaflet
does nob attempt to touch, bub will, in as short a space as possible, denl
with the more practical question of Socialism. -

State Socialism means a legitimate and eonstitutional action, -
whereby the whole of the natural resources, as well as the means of
production and exchange of any country, shall belong to the people of
that country, and that industry should be regulated by duly appointed
representatives for the good of the people generally, with the object of
giving to every one the opportunity ns well as the right of exercising
their labour. Like all other progressive ideas Socialism has and is
meeting with fieree opposition from the same clasz of people that has
persecuted and abused a Bruno, a Galileo, and o Darwin ; but in spite
of all their opposition it moves by appealing to intelligence, as is
proved by the rapidly swelling number of its converts.

That the definition of Socialism above given—which is a fair
ono—cannot be considered © revolutionary,” the most rabid Patriotic
Tieaguer would agree, but the speed at which we are driven under our
prosent industrial system oftimes prevents sincere and well-meaning
men from investigating the subject, and consequently they take for
grasiked as truth the stntements of these who think the present tho
Dost of all worlds, beeause they are raixed a step on the lndder of life,
and forget the struggling woes of the people as a whole.  That these
old, stand-still objeciors Lo progress can Bever fiud sympathy or
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support in the young and rising schoal of politicians iz ovidonced by

‘the ridiculous srguments they offer against the rising tide of Soeialism,
The pioneers of the movement sre generally charged by these
objectors to it with having personal interested motives, or else, should
& man who adrocaies it happen to be wealthy, he is charged with
insincerity for not giving away what he possesses himsclf, ,

Other objections are, that under a Socialistic system individuality
and incentive to put forward best cforts would be destroyed ; that
such & system would be contro}led by jobbery and corruption ; and
that Socialists want to make all men equal in all things, Such shaljow
objections as these, which aro the prineipel ones offered, can be casily
refuted. To charge the man who has nothing with being a schemer
and talker for personal motives does not disprove what he says ; aund
on the other hand, to ask the wealthy Socinlist to practice what he
preaches by giving up that which he possesses, iz absurd on the face of
it, for it wonid be only transferring tho causo of the evils to other
individuals, and it is not individuals but rather the system of wealth

1 produetion that the fight is against. Instead of jobbery and corrup-

! tion in the regulating of indusiry by the State, we would have niore

. honesty than individual employers can find in the present systom, for
! who would care to steal or be corrupt under & system in which there
i would be enough for all? And in proof that such would be the case,

we may look at the amount of land not in use and the numbers of
. tnemployed, and eonsider the effect of 80 regulating both these factors
that one could be applied to the other in the most econemic manner
for producing real wealth. What premium then would there be for
dishonesty, as we know it, where all men lived by labour? As for
making men equal, such thoughts never enter the Socialist’s mind, for
he will distinetly tell you that it is impossible to make Nature djs.
tribute intellectual power equally among mankind, But that 11 15
POSSIELE TO GIVE MANKIND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, so that each in-
dividual may be developed to the greatest extent. Under a Socialistic
slate all would have to work either by brain or hand, and the reward
for exertion such as we now see put out by inventors, scientists,
artists, and writers, would be the Pleasing “recompense of being
recognised as the benefactor of your fellows, and of having done worl
of which the mere doing even now safisfies the true artist.. It is by
work alone, whether of brain or band, that the best specimens of
twanity can be brought to the front; and yet now we may see large
numbers that are born to wealth and by t{e accident of . their birth
oxempted from ever working at all. What may uot the world lose in
their cases ? one might jocularly ask. .
What, then, are the evils of the present industrial system P The
dniswer 10 this question can be simply and sadly told. Under its cruci
eoibpelflivencss the strong, the true, the morally honest, and the most
of thase who are good and noble go under, and in whieh the cunning

§ alone sirvive, Not only does the daily, weekly, monthly, or yearly

. wage-curner hate it, but so also does the capitaiist, from the lordly
millionaire to the pett, shopkeeper. Unexpressed though the hate

| and fear may be, it is thero nevertheless. The workman fears the day
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whon he may be' unemployed and his litfle ones h;\,hhm:ngﬁtlglamﬂlro
o Whet]c][er he 11):(1_3 ﬂ;e ]nﬂ\l:?llclilif]?: ]'1}323 llgli(])'lu’t?;‘m ;’{?& iifc£i111e m:W,
eannot tell the day or the hour nceut ‘em]‘ling Iifetime may
not be all swept away and lost, by the out-gener: jing of e
mpetitor in the race for riches, leaving him in old age a b ggared,
f)icrﬁgm-down man, crla.ving the c;m-mt‘?lr (()1f }]11(;?1 (1)1111(;11(]33 lbou;f;';siﬁh ;1\1‘:}1;;; 1}1?.
rery often be a less scrupulous an able man than hi '
%l}zg 1‘;1‘?;(3 é}ociiiist recognises ltzhese struggles, and sympag;;z? Sgllg}:g;;]i
alike, whether tillers of the oil, tewn mamufact}ulrers, 0'11"11'}'{3 o engaged
e oWk mors. thi whything e ot o |
D ot ¥ Aot nineteen censuries ago.
mom%?crﬂ?':: zhfgrlﬂlcéglel) !dk’_?_‘t}la?l.g we have our periods of deprcssx&)‘nfmi ‘x
briskness in trade repeatedly occurring 1s ‘pntel}%i_t{) aﬁg{?n:z‘.c t—}ﬁ:\gx‘- -
homee o f{)r]' ex:amp]cl.{ Jn?\tgl(;ft}:ﬁﬁlrm:::{lﬁn:\(:y(nio are lp-ros-pm'mm
guitis CWen { want. bl : g @ _‘. ) . DL
zllﬁn,ifﬁo\j:e_“ Ljﬂfi 1&1‘: in haste to become rvich. Some ?ngwgo 11.1th{10 :}1]1]1::;%
others in manufacture and commerce, in antici be%?an.ll of 1115.1 c;:qci\ ln]]io_):c(l.
for their_commodities, Industry booms. A,Jl\‘ct ¥?]1L11m1; is‘ nployed
Bye and bye it is found out that more is procu\uu Lhar .)1'0&?[ction
for immediate wants. Comquxtxes then ?pc?lnf, '\ 1)2,&,&%) roduction
eases off, and workmen lﬂre dlschargccfl).mfi' ;LC-:](J:?; o‘}?m]‘rhg disc}‘)nz‘g"(—\,d
i re rrined who were once co ably off. The arg
Egr;:msgrlf en?ust go on short commons, and will 1elil;mlnIi?{);lem{xilsl:j-]:
atnount over produced is consumed. Then t-n.neiq gg.“‘ilmin bty
The workmen have another spell of work. In ‘% ho elbt a,boi probatly
short time, or reduced wnges, the 1att.(?.1* rough ‘bout by the
oomy efition of the owners of the commodities in the sel mhlmal cet,
zgl(llil};;fer which the workmen hm:e no conirol, but} ha\;z,d:ﬁt et n}:;)lf;];g, §
to bear the brunt of reduced prices, Both fezﬁ?p oyeds‘ ud employed, ¢
generally, suffer ; so also ‘does the quality o 11e goam,l Jor then com-
mences the adulteration of commoditics by tlgellclilzlleir gi,lead which
adulteration all must participate who wish to hold
water&u this is caused by lack of co-operation, for want of th(; ue(l:_eisszrrfr
regufation of industry which would allow pz‘orll}pril:zc}:pi‘tougg ; ]:3:11.(1103; on,
and in such & manner that all would be employ ef tl0 mostllamenmhie
profit.  This irregularity of production is one C‘Eh' ;?n o5t lumenable -
phases in our present system of 111\dust1y. . & th'l,:g' h{q o
like it, neither does the workman, The oncie eﬁtrs‘“ﬁ : his nelghbonr
in industry will ruin him. The other the:‘ V?yyt éao i ers _1
e %t isOa ‘\'i‘opo%liz:it:;n .and' yea;; pco{)le wanting! Un-
How strange! Over-p N ; o
limitefl raw \\'eﬁlfsh undeveloped, and plenty (éf ;{I;(i}mi%lg% f:lihlz;lil !
And yet, your orthodox politician never at]‘r?,.mp it ven to toueh on the
eyl horeln 1J0i11t6(1}0.lilt, f‘iﬁ:j“sﬂ:\%‘Sigssi];)]iuinli'fiblepfz[l'zﬂbokm- Movement. In
he discontent which finds expressi | x Movement, | In
(s);i;[; of the neglect shown to this great queitlon] l?t 1)({%11.1\,3)'1\}]305.;&1;&”6
in itself that which will inevit :ﬂ‘J]y bring about a n 01; 1)r0duce ch(}a,l)cbs .
of Socialism. 1t 1s an cconomic fact that those who p .
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how survive,  Wondrous inventions are brought in o take the place
of the old-fashioned style of producing or manufacturing, Division
(of Inbour ensnes. Alrcady the largest producers and manufacturers
tare beginning to see the recklessness of compebing one against the
[ other, congequently we see the growth of syndicates, rings, and trosts,
{ which are nothing else bu$ an adaptation for profit-making of the co-
j operative principle. © Who will deny that numbers of struggling
employers have been, are being, and will be, ruthlessly erushed out of
oxistence by the growth of those mammdth eonpanies, directed and
controlled by the men whe have the ability to conduct such organisa-
tions?  What sympathy fs expressed for these struggling employers by
our eruel system 7 What cant it i to say in their instanee, * Live,
aud let live,”  No, no; in our days, as regards wealth production, it ig
* Have, or be had.” :
~Is there any way out of this horrible system P The Socialist
answers, Yes, And here let the manner be pointed oub.  First of all,
the State should make provision for absorbing the unemployed, and.
which can be done by establishing a judicious system of State-nided
Village Settlement, thus giving the people the opportunity to exercise
their labour, which they have nof got mow wunless at the whim of
another.  This will also’develop agriculture, the neglect of which has
brought us so many evils that English statesmen now recoguise that

| “ back to the land * is no empty cry. By village settiements, condueted

is responsible for.

under State control, we can solve the unemployed question, and ease
our towns of the rapidly-growing surplus labour thai concentrates in
them, and whieh, if allowed fo inerease in numbers, will be the cause
of serious trouble. Such village scttlements being once cstablished,
would place within men's reach the means of am independent and
comfortable living—never mind the riches, Secondly, the Govern-

+ ment should in every instance cmploy directly their own labour, thus

paving the way for abolishing the sweater, which the contract system
That Government institutions will not bear the

~ cleanest investigations at present may be true, but then you never see

brought to light the unmoral honesty of private concerns. The man
that adulborates goods is offimes a highly respectable member of the
mout Fashionable chureh.  Prodiiciion goes on for profit. The use of
an actielo is never considored in menufacburing it, and in our haste to
gt vieh for fenr of n prolialle doy of want all of ue are tempted to
hocome rogaes, and lthough public institutions may not be at present
it thay should he, thoy ave as honestly conducted x5 privato institu-
bivi, 1E you inke overything ail round jnto considoration. Thirdly,
ns the time is wpidly approaching when industry will be so controllod
by privite sindicates, as before pointed out, owing to smart capbaing
of industry recoguising the folly of ‘competition, and seon whole
branches of production will be thus monopolised, making it more and
more Dmposinible for any individual to live except as an employec.
When thal slage arrivos, as it will incvitably, the owners of such rings
and syndicates will have the power of exacting tribnie from the cou-
munity, which must necessarily apply to the monopolists for the article
itneeds; and when any few men can so exact tribute it i simply a usurpa.

B e C W

7

tion of the powor which we rogard as belonging to G‘roverm:ncnfs nln;m.
Consequently, the people will very quickly see the dangm?u? p‘o&rlti‘on
in which they will be placed, and will make nm"a-ngcmcq.ls or !(‘:,I'(J‘--C}‘]l]-
ments to take over all such monopolies for thejr .p_roi.r:ctmn.f That & eré
evolution of our present industrial system will bring about Socinlixin 5{ 1 :;
the kind here set forth, auy person ean easily see for hmself if he il ¢
only think the matter out.  Also that we are C(Imt-mu:l‘ﬂy_c.\:pvr}m‘cn ting |
that way eaunot be denied. But instead of ‘(-]IG‘B_OL:I{IIIS]!I‘] we now ¢
enact i our laws being for the people as” a whole it ix, with 10\\]::-.\- :
coptions on the contrary, put forth on Dehali of o pavficular class, ;

: Stnte-ai snmieration . Th
- Take, for example, protection and State-alded immigration! The

former is an attempt of Clovernment to regulate industry, buif to By
that it will of itself benefit the masses is absuzd so long as 1,]19'0’ s
nnomployed labour eager for work and offering 1#501}: 101'" \\]int it (‘,:q.r: .
barely exist on. Those who will benefit by protection e t 1080 \1\:1'(‘.' 1.
hold the means of production and are smark enongh to crush out t-]wh
rivals in trade. Jor what protection is there for the ]:Lbnn.rm‘ W frf:‘l :
labour is in excesy of demand P Practically none. I proof of this,
vou can sce no difference in the condition of labourers e:1t"her i
protected or freeirade countries. ’l‘hm;e is poverty both in Ifl-eeitrztdf{.
Lingland and in Protective Americn.  So long as there are u_nex}]g) oy EL
it is a proot that proteetion is not the cure-all some peop@ would “‘}i? \c‘\
it out to be. But, then, neither is freetrade. Protection 1s .b..li-‘(-‘
interference ” exerted on behalf of the fow and not of _ﬂ](_)_ many.
State-aided imenigration is of a similar nature, in spite .nt} Iis.l:(i‘.n.].\q‘
said by the orthodox legislator that unn}lgl':nti‘ou 1% good 1.01 ‘.t 1_?-\\0— ‘:.r,t'
of all. It is nothing clse than a taxing of the masses m._ {_1.9 ‘E Ase-
earning community to bring more compoiiters of their ()r\\‘}fl ]\]Irnl! :1‘}%‘0'
the country so thab the price of labowr may be kept low. %] e .1;_(1)11{;1
cannot obtain employment excepting by leave of those ]\\ m‘ :1‘m § :o
meauns of production, and the latter will net employ the I :1}0111: 1.1'13 }c;
there is a profit to be made out of the transaction.  As the L_..p{] lx?‘ ist
whe ean oblain the cheapest Jahour has o big advantage over ‘])‘15 ellow
eapitalists, consequently the policy of State-aided immigration in z; n.ca\\.1
cottry i intonded to provide that plentiful supply of anemp nj-lml
Iabuur ommen i all old countries,  Like proteciion, it is :\‘n]ol;\' l-nlll
the henelit ef the employing elass, H'I](} no P Sinte llll.(‘l'F(?I'(!]I](fIE w
over hienefil the people unless s benefits ave for the whole cn.nn}mni}_r;
Whe Niato anthority, controlted by the employing class, is on lu.:.fm(.
hand exerted to protect this employing class from outmdq co‘_tnpet.ril‘nn,
and on the other exerted to maintain a surplus H'UEOIHH.L_ n‘iq]nl])_c.)?}q to
keep dowh wages, and js in ne way in c_onA.Lso.lllzn.z‘u:e'\\-11,1 1 Hl}lf], ._;2:;1:01:1\,
but oppased to it Yeb i is ““Btate interference™ w u{( \[ i]\] !
advocates of these clazs measuves denounce when t_lomgnr..('c]'mt beha \
of the people generally.  When opponents of i1"1zur‘um:mFls.m1.15“?_(:1‘ :
that it is impossible fo COIIt-I’E)]‘ gm’el‘mncmnl msl'-l_i—uh‘nna of lnr llktll,\‘,
they surely refleet in a most pititul and condemnatory manner on fm
present industrial system, for_ they nse an argument fhat is tnn‘ .’}.-
motnt Lo saying thal there is no sueh thing as -]I()‘h(_‘.‘al.}’ at. ]-nlt,.xclrll‘i
Anycue following closely all their written arguments in opposition wi
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find, in most cases, that instead of relying on reasonable facts to prove

their case they are more apt to use abuse as their weapon wherewith to
answer the unalterable ¥acts that every day securc adherents to
Socialism. If Socialisin is right it will prevail in spite of abuse. Ifit
is wrong it must be combated in an intelligent manner, for as time
goes by so does the number of socialists increase. Their numbers are
reaching such a magnitude that abuse alone will not change their views.
Every other day sces Socialistic publications written and strewn broad-
cast amongst the people, which must have an effect of making them
take a deeper interest in what concerns their welfare than ever they did
before. Then we have a continual repetition of periods of revival and
depression in trade; gigantic strikes, generally cansed through the
workman striving to better his condition or to resist a reduction; con-
tinual unemployed agitations in every quarter of the civilised globo;
men clamouring with want in the midst of plenty. Surely the time has
arrived when the wrongs which bring these things about, and are the
canses of this general discontent amongst the masses of the people,
should be traced to their source by those claiming to be the people’s
representatives. It is only in this way that the evils which follow
dissatisfaction, when it is felt by the larger number, can be avoided.
Unless politicians do this, the same conditions of penury and want
that exist in older countries will soon be seen here, for everywhere
like conditions give like results. Let it be hoped that they will do so
in the interests of us all, and that scon. For unrest is already every-
where amongst the working classes. Australia can be the world’s
brightest jewel if she will lead the van in permanently abolishing the
unrest, and in solving the great unemployed difficulty.

To conclude, it is not to be assumed that the whole of the social
evils and their remedies can be set forth in one short pamphlet, and it
is to be hoped that readers who have never before indulged in this
kind of literature will read more. There are many phases of the
subject, particularly the land question, which all deserve earnest
thought. But this much all should bear in mind: we are all slaves of
the same industrial system, © The employer is as much under the lash
ag the employee. Capital is not the enemy of Tabour, but its right
hand when properly used. It is not used properly now, which is what
brings about labour troubles aud bankrupteies. If the Socialist docs
nb times speak hotly it is the presence of misery that urges him to do
so—want and misery which are likely to mako us all feel uncomfort-
able. Te does notcovet anyone’s goods for himself alone, but wants
things so regulated that there would be enough and ample for all,
which would prevent covetousness-and prepare the way for the time
when wo shall dé unto others as we would wish them to do to us.
This is utterly impossible under the system of industrial production
which we now have.

Brisbane Co-operative Printing Co. Ltd., Edward Strect,





