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To His Excellency The Guvernor of Victoria
General Sir Dallas Brooks, KeCaBs, CeMsGe, DiSs0s

May it please Your Excellency:

I have the honour to forward my findings of fact
in relation to the matters which I was asked to inquire
into and report uon in Letters Patent of Royal Commissions
granted to me on the 19th day of May and the 14th day of
June, 1949, and duly published in the Government Gazette.

The Commissions were issued pﬁrsuaﬁt to Act Nos
5366, which‘empowered the Governor-in-Courcil to appoint a
Royal Cormissioner to inguire intv and report upbn the
origins, aims, objects and funds of the Communist Party in
Victe:ia, and the operations and activities in Victoria of
that Party and meribers thereof, and organizations and

persons tssociated therewith.
SITTINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND PERSONS REPRESENTED, .

The Commission first sat own the 6th June, 1949,
when matters preliminary to the hearing were discussed.
Mr. Sholl, K.Ce, M.. Lewis, K.C. and Mr, McInerney, all of
the Victorian Bar, appeared to a.sist the Commission.
Many other applicéticns were made by Counsel or individuals
for leave to appear, all of which, with one exception, I
deferred dealing with until it should appear that the
applicants were affected by the evidence adduced before me,
and I gave leave to the applicants tgq renew their applica-
tions if that event should happén.__“,- «.
The exception was in the case of the Communist

Party. I said that since the inquiry dircectly related to
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_ ness making the challenged statement, and I heard on oath

{of the Victorian Bar), ﬁ;jﬁﬁjﬁjfgﬁiihs (of the Queensla
ar) and Mr. E.AH. Laurie (of the Victorian Bar) then

. nnounced their appearance for the Cormunist Partj in °

Victoria. They_cross-examined witnesses called to assist
Lo Commission, called what witnesses they thought proper,
including leadingrembers of the party‘such as Hill, Johnson,
Chandler, Brown and.Mrs. Samson, put in writilu

evidence and generaily acted as Counsel would in litiga-
tion between parties. As the hearing progressed the
representation changed. After some wecks Mr. Paterson

ceased to appear. Later Mr. Julius returnedlto Qﬁeénsland.

511l later Mr. Hill withdrew as Counsel, and afterwards
gove evidence for the Communist Party. Mr. Laurie remaihed
‘o represent the Party until the close of evidence.

Of Counscl assisting the Commission Mr. Sholl
was in January of-this‘year appointed to the Supreme Court
Bench, and did not thereafter appear before the Cpmmission.

P-PSONS ONLY INCIDENTALLY AFFECTED BY EVIDENCE.
During the hearing the names of many -persons were
mentioned by witnesses, and 2 considerable number of those
who thought thc implication injurious to themselves applied
eithor by Counsel or in person for leave to deny, rcbut, or
qualify statements affecting themsclves. As such statements
hz2d been made on oath, I rcouired that the answer should be
nnde on oath, but when an undertzking was given to me that
the applicant would moke his statement on oath, I gave each

such person or his Counsgel leave to cross-examine the wit-

his reply.
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ft*“she was. 80 T8

‘Those roasone still operate, and hence her name 18 not

'now givon.

. marginal refercnces are' to the pagss of the Transcript

in works net 1n evidence that I have come across, &nd :

rred to 1n the prosa”during the sittings

d my reasons for not allowing her

nama to be published are racorded in the Transcript.
MARGINAL REFERENCES ATD FOOTNOTES. ' 3
I should add that(with fev exceptions) Ahe 1

of the evidence or the exhibits on which I rcly for my Af

finhding, while thegfootnotcs give rcferences to passages |

which ceem to mé cither analogous to theo evidenco, Or
to give & possible significance to matters dealt with
in my findings.(yThére are many other passages in the
evidaence cobrdborative of thosc incdicatcd in the margin,
but limitstions of épace and of human endurance have
preventéd my givipg them.

APFENDICES.

In the course of the Inguiry many documncnts
were put in evidence, a gehoral xnovwledge at least of
‘which is advisable if not necessory for a full ungerstan
of the bases of the answcrs 1 have given to the question
submitted to me. The length of many of them makes 1t
highly ;nconvénient; 4f not impracticable, tb set'tpem’o
at length in my Report. I have therefore inciuded’thé
most 1mportant of them in the Apﬁendices %o this Repo
Phe rcst of the documents are availablo among the exhi
I have aaopucd the spame course of putting in the A  '
matters which arc concerned with dctail, whose inc\usi
the Report would break the continuity of the narra

pede the intelligent reading of it. Such are +he

Witnesses called and “the members of the C. P.i

Act No,

5366,

appeared on the hearing,
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ssion, Mrs. E. W, Lawn, His knowledge of the exhibits

n .
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L .
aw Department have helped me much in the checking of

ma 3 > y
rginal notes in the preparation of the Appendices.
SUBJECTS OF INQUIRY,

The matters into which I was commissioned
to inquire and report upon weres-

"The origins aims objects and funds of the
Communist Party in Victoria and the activ-
ities and opevations in Victoria of that
party and of members thereof and of .
organizations and perc.ns associated
therewith and, in particular -

(a) whether that party by its constitution
or propaganda, or any of its members
or any of such organizations or
persons by propaganda or otherwise,
advocates or encourages the overthrow

by force or violence of established
government;

(v)

whether the activities of operations

of that party or any of its members



reprosentative or democratic S
Anstitutions; o

(i11) the subvursion of loaw and order;

(1ii)the attainment of social economic
industrial or political ends by
Torce violence intimidation op
fraudulaent practicce;

(iv) the dislocation or disruption of
services safeguaraing, or cssential

P to the maintenance of, the life

] . health and viclfare of the community;

(v) the cCislocation Cisruption or

retar-dation of industriscl productiong
2

(vi) the indoctrination of children ang

young people with beliefs or iceas
calculated op likely to rosult in
F; : activitics and operations of the
;} S -~ mature hercinbefors raferped to, "
BACT.GROUID OF MATTIRS ITQUIRED IFTO, |
I shall in this Report make detailed findings,
80 far as the evidence allows me, on.éll theee matters,
?; but the nature of Communian and the actiivities of the
‘ ' party and its mombers can only be undersfood as the
‘urrent phasc of events having their origins long prior
w2 the Fresch Revolution bat which bgmn to bo‘violently
agitated about the time of the Commmist Manifosto prepared
;S Ex.124 - by Karl Marx and Fredericl Engels and published in

1848. Rather than describe it myself, I quote From

e






