o L . N i Though mnot in substance yet in
i L L RS O - o o : : R form, the struggle of the proletariat
oo - o R Co 25 | : - with the bowrgeoisie is ot first a
; o o T s - S . national struggle. The proletoriat

: i : . o . of .each country must, of course,

_its ownm bourgeoiste: {(“Communist
Manifesto,” Marx and Engels, 1847 )
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L THE FIRST WOR L " 4o achieve the overthrow of capitalism is a basic cause of
f T WORLD CRISIS, ' - ‘this present World War. Capitalism - was maintained in

. Germany by the victorions Allies a8 ay. pulwark against

Bolshevism.” The Imperialiste feared that a German Revolution

..o would join hands with the U.S.8.R., an event which  would

#5 - spell the end of capitalism, not only in Europe, but throughout
the world. ‘ -

All the forces the Imperialists could muster with safety

The year 1914 matrked the fi - -
rst world crisis of capitali

el et Sl b ad it
nd. 7 . remaine e exploited, Further
sion on the part of any capitali plol er expal
. _ pitalist nation could onl k
: place at the expense of some other ) 3 only take
' was no longer the simpl  other capitalist natlon. 1t

; consumption goods, tilepl.ﬁaegu‘fwsglsonfoof S%ekmg a market for to themselves were flung against the first workers' republie.
—territories to which capital could br spheres of exploitation . Former enemies became oilies in their oppesition to the
! e exported and in which . ’ revolution. But revolution Treleases creative forces in the

4

country the working class was rising in protest. At the same- .
time the inherent antagonisms “hetween the capitalist nations .
prevented agreement on the policy to be pursued. The -direct
" attack on the Soviet Union failed; the underground attack
has never ceased, ' S P
The end of the war found a new Imperialism occupying -
the centre of the stage—The American Empire. -Britain was
pushed into second place. The Peace Treaty denuded Germany ;
of her Imperialist_posséassions, the ambitions of Japan: in the: = -
. Pacific were vestricted; Italy was denied the promised price
~ -of her betrayal of the Triple Alliance. Germany snd Central
¢ . Turope, Italy and Japan, the defeated and cheated of the -
. War of 1914-18, had an aconomic basis for a combination: as -~
" ‘THave-Nots._against the dominant victorious Powers, Britain, - ¢
"+ France and the U.8.A. And against these was a ne Power=—. -
the: Power of: the revolutionary" working eclass. Imperialist =
- Russia had - given way -to -the Union- of Socialist Soviet
Republies. One wixth of the earth’s surface was under the
control of the revolutionary forces. The repercussions of the -
revolution had spread .around the world, The stability of
pitalism, in e\‘rery,_.lcountry_'.\was shaken. .The. Spectre of
CRfuniem was acquiring a body. . The -names;of Lenin_and
sy became - symbols. for. millions of enslaved workers
THE ;_CI}ISIS "IN, THE WORLD ECONOMY.:,
omically, fhe -end ‘of the war of 1914-18 was as. catas
a¢ it birth, .An industry, geared 1o war needs wWa
: uctive* for ‘the; peace fime:economy:. Tnemiploy-
ment  became -2 permanent: {eatare .of all the major capitalist
{es: ies ~had-~during the :w&\:;
eir

- the populati : :

the wepulation, could be divectly axploited, The world hed e e afient o overcome the most

4 : That the War of 1914-18 was fought under “he idealistic ' gituations. The capitalist armies became infected with the

slogans of “The Rights of Small Nat SR )Y ¢ Idealistle revolutionary virus, The: Tranch Fleet in the Black Sea
Democracy,”. “The War to End War,” gés' in noew]gafezéce of - ‘d - revolted, - The working class ‘of Britain refused to permit
its basic causes. In the period of In'lperia; ism y &l ected - CoT- the export of ‘arms to counter-revolutionary forcea. In every .

“Peaceful alliances
. og prepare the grownd for wers and
toitzgia- turn grow out of wars. .One 43 the condition of t;r: )
?eaia;fu%z:gggg?:e to alf.enfr:inahtz forms of peaceful and mom-
) on one and the sume basis; that of imperiali
conneeti inte: ] : of tmporiahiet
-__‘polz"fics.’?(?gsi and mterfrelqtmm of world economic and world
The characteristie feature of Imperialigm & isel; -
: F 1 perialigm {g precu
.. {:::f:tt_htr;; it strives to amnex NOT ONLY agrarien g?ut e?gg_ :2:
th‘es Fz uit‘rmhset} regions (the German appetite for. Belgium;
. - the renz& oppetite for Lovraine), first, because the fact that
. world 48 already purtitioned makes it necessary, in the - =
58 . e'ver%t of @ REPARTITION, to stretch out one’s hand to ANY Kind - e
T tgn pemgg;zy’isﬂg}fe 3gcoind, bbzccmse an essential . feature of
¢ Ll rivalry between ] H
-~ in striving for 'hegemn’ry?.!”(l) @ mumber of grea,t powers

i 2t e T

Such were the true causes of that “crimi fonaty
e “criminal, re

and slave-driving war.” The slogans of 'idealisr’n r;.::;g%ory

veniently forgoften when it came to the dictation of Pes

. The arme Struggle was brought to a close by the’
_ 'gonary action of “the toiling ‘masses (Russia, '1%17’8. Centr

owers, -1918). - In:Russia ‘the. revolution -was carried to ' 2Tto
succegsful‘fgoncl_umon."--In the rest of Purope -the revolutionary g
wfavi W8S checked .;»;_by:-ﬁtl_ie‘;Sq(_:ial‘_‘Reformists ~at_the behest
g f the ruling clasy,>The “Armistice of 1918, eagerly ‘acceépied
gl _the ‘Western Allies;.was ‘hastened on s0.that-the German
Jruling class could rally against the growing German revolution-

7 J.Myx mot»re_me_nt '—The Hfailure ‘of - the-‘working class*of .Europe

“The - colonial © countries

- received 'a-:trémén‘dous_',uniietus in ‘tl:_ie.iﬁevelopment (;_of'.j‘
gecondary. -industries; thus sccentuating the. econtiomic

o
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crises and by dzm;nzshzng the means whereby orises are

... German’ ruling class
-came 10 power with'a

: .economy, a process
" technique.” " To “allay

:

in the centres of Empi o :
debts.. The 3 npire. Capitalist E b . - : . S
bgbii ’ll;he industries of the victoriousuggggt“fas living on its " Germany launched an unceasing political and diplomatic cam-
e burden placed upon the defeated mett?les were choked . - paign against. the Soviet Union. The ruling class in the .
ions, Loans had  Western nations accepted Hitler’s suggestion that the éJ.S.S.R. .
~Germany

wag the common enemy of capitalism and assisted

" to develop a “springboard” towards the Fast, The seizure of -

. Austria, of Czecho-Slovakia, were connived at by the British
and the exclusion of the U.S.S8.R, from the Munich agree-
ments made the policy plain to the world.. .~ . .

- Meanwhile -the new world power, America, was asserting
herself :on the European scene. Europé was .an ‘important

. market for the U.S.A. And she had no intention of accepting
a .Europe, unified under . Hitler, as an Imperialist. competitor.’
After the Munich Conference- Cordell ‘Hull, a member of the - ..
Cabinet of the U.S.A,, threatened the ‘British, saying .that -
if ‘any further concessions were made to Germany-then no =
-assistance could be expected in the {future from the U.S.A.

" They  realised that Germany controlling . Eurcpe .would .-be. .
" the greatest Imperialist power. It was under pressure -from- "
America that - Britain went to. war against Germany 1o
defend poor. little Poland” even though America- itself did . ...
not enter the war until December, 1941. = =" .. " e
*. " The signing of the Hitler-Stalin Pact, foreshadowed by the .
change in Soviet policy in Maxrch, 1939, freed Germany tems .
porally from the danger of & war on fwo fronts. Hitler moved -~

. against Poland on the 1st September, 1939, and “left. the
‘decision to the Western Powers. . They déclared. -for war; -
the prospect of a unified Europe outweighed the fear ‘of the -

_U.8.8.R.. Capitalism had used the twenty years respite since.

-~ 1918 ‘merely. to prepare for the Second JImperialist War. ... =

O S0 - WAR-AND THE USSR &

i It is commonly asserted -that the Hitlér-Stalin Pact started .
the war. Actually the war had ‘been on .for years; the Pact.

e S ve the .signal for military operations. . The plots ‘developed

. When j‘pen1qcrati_{':” ‘capitelism in Germa o TR etiveet the Western Powers and Germany aﬁainst:the US.8.R,

the ‘world: depression, ‘Hifler,”on "the rermany eollapsed 'duy were made startlingly tlear at Munich; in March, 1939, Stalin_

e O, the one hand backed . by th ndicated - the :.gbstilbililt,:y ofHa_l'rea]ig"mﬁeng.;f, thzhgis.js._R'

y ad.mot signed “the Pact Hitler--wonld ‘have “marched  Eat

t+a Soviet Union left to her.own ‘resourced.” “Weé Wie

gocial-patrioh:

Tialis

.to be granted to %
he . defeated
meet th 1 ed Powers to e
- of capifaﬁisign gnts demanded by the victors, Thél %giftr:gfr?' ko
developed couhti‘;g;ni never énqre involved. Only in the ?els‘;l;: g
progress recorded, gaged in primary production was any
e contradictions becam d gy
count e more and more i ified as
problg'r{'lsf_ifg;r ;:ountry attempted to -solve itsreovlc;xlltegzlrfui‘fiagulgs
1929 the cnisi programme of national self-sufficiene Ir
spread over ﬁls engendered by these polieies commenc%d 1:101l
to unprecedentgdel%fgghfsaplt%‘];ft S o e mployment rose
QI%ml{nist Manifesrs ai).peére &a: situation described in- the
mome,‘:;‘jf;{ pouddenly finds itself put bock into o state of
war of'devasmtz%;wmh,a;dw appears as if o famine, a 'um'vgr oé :
subsistence; industr cut off the supply of every meas e
and why? ,bec usiry and commerce seem to be.desf,rﬂségf
“means of sub ause there is too mueh civilisation, & ek
s si s;stence,. too muoch industry, and too m ooh s
On the ome }’:m how does the bourgeoisie get over the?: fres?
“ductive for and by enforced destruction of o mass ocmes'
and oo ﬂwc;s:zwgnt fffﬁa ;;i;fr byl z_:gz; conguest of new nwﬁ!%‘;- o
gnd 1 ; exploitation of the old on i
8 to say, by paving the way for more e);ce’;gi;g am.doneffesgfnhw.at E

rrebented.”

)

. However i:he dEVel-l' B _ S |

. - opment of  th . ‘ ]
engmred and oS o e, Arhaments sl
indostre, o etional developments, gave an made neces-
to dis ¥ e worst features of the eeonomic: mpetus to
isappear before the threat of war ic: crisis began

. THE SECOND WORLD WAR -

gainst /2 own Tes
ith.conterapt the suppoiters of Munich and ‘the o
who, consider the. defence “of - Anglg-American”Impe

eory”. of - “Socialism in' 4 Single Country,”
rély upon tbe international working class
Comintern as an ‘insttument of-
this bareaucratic control arose
 Spanish Revolutions;

t the U888 R, -7 00
-, Germany met ?thelf;.ffaéts by:
it




i ' L ) P— 3 AR ) : i hen the f .l- itali
pesini St 5, SIS of e Eini vorkrs amg | 1 Ockhe Tevohyon o 107 when the foudal it i
P Eastern Poland and its Finnish War wore Stl;C{:ulqation of = 4 leadership of the Bolshevik Party. The failure of the workeps
: -aimed solely at strengthening th h of TG LEBIC moves. in the leading European countries to join hands with their - :
forces. Neverthelass %h %‘ng thﬁIand of the Soviet military- - comrades in the U.S.S.R, resulted in what would have been ;
; Soviet Union, onee th o many nlernational Supported the - the building of a Socialist Europe degenerating into & des- o
: defeat of the'US-g R ebs; ég?‘;f:ﬁ;‘éere tpnder W?Y’bbecause the + berate holding on, a fight for fime. The eventual reaction ,
; to the world working ol r reqwons would be a tragedy which followed brought the Stalinist leadership to power, -
rule of Imperialism f‘(’,fss-;n;“friﬁi‘iﬁe:hai}] ¢ould assist the - Yet in spite of this if the U.S.S.R. were to be destroyed
Indeed the generous treaty whj h Tud every -country. it would mean not only that the struggle would have to start -
o - War demonstrated the lis‘}rc lcdiﬂ":g;:e e% g}’ve F ]Pi‘ﬁSh'SOV?Et : again in Russia but that world capitalism would be stabilised
P Union and theé Imperiali t P e pon, the Sowgt by the new Russisn market for capital goods and exploitation. .
: nature of the S ‘Pt Governaocss. | Despite the bureaucratic . But we differ completely from othér parties in the methods
T require territoria%vt:%nquoegfénment the Soviet Union does not ' 'we consider should be employed tg defenc}l the So}\lriet _Urfcipn.
" The Sovi ion " 5 b e - The Communist Party is prepared to se out ‘the working
by th: Iezt‘;ilisvc?fl G{o]hu}a1 au;.'[-{ de?att.ed fzir from the path planned class movement througyhout thepworld for Lend-Lease aid from .
L6 Dvevolution, Lenin and Trotsky. But " .the U.S.A. The dissolution of the Comintern is ample proof .-

of 'this. The reformist and ecapitalist parties support the
. Soviet Union while it aids their Imperialists <to fight the

-themselves of the bureaucracy led by Stalin; this wili - be " German Imperialists.

_ .. the economy remains, nevertheless, a progressive economy. -
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: ated ed : ili - b - i * Part the . Fourth Inter-
o e oo e e e nnee ] e neivdoresy wosers pucty, and the ouh tu.
? and inside the Soviet 'Uni Thon . maus ¢ pn otec_ted : only assistance the Soviet Union .can have is- the extension
ledge unconditional support 1 s L OWrth Internationalists of the Socialist Revolution to, other countries, whether “Alliad"

rlilentgit?;ccg;dilttiloci?:‘ll Eﬁlt)pgg: tgngﬁﬁti;?rsggﬁzﬁof %ee ggéil;; - or “Axis” The renewing of the proletarian revoluti%n any- -

‘the 1 -atior e Ly g T . : o in th rld will itali its ‘foundations, - :

the restor ation of officer castes in the Red Army, the politieal . '}V}I}Siet}lﬁs ﬂin: ’ t‘ﬁgﬂgeﬁﬁsﬁ h(?é{lfce‘;‘t?;n. lqs)‘].’n'tlﬁg' ?deé'r?cél of the ™
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of scoundrelly generals of the- past, sach as Suvarov. who J-8-8.R. cannot be denjed. It is well formulated in this extract

h i"dchht the F_re(ilacht‘ Revﬂ}ltidn in 1799, the large wage differen-" f;orl!‘l9§4}?amphletr'issued.by_the third “Commﬁpi_stf’.‘_Inte‘rngti,opal o
- uations In industry, the : 2 . ‘ — T . . . Lo e
. ton me Ce® jPrivileged peasant. “But supposing Faseist Germany attacks the USSR are.

- you in favour of the workers supporting the British or ng_-gn:_:h

I LS

SR

section and the militarisation of the -industrial workers. -
_Nevertheless the SBoviet. Union must. be defended. A " ‘ & i .
- s . : : . Governments .in an attack.on Fgscist Ggrmtmy?-,

. - THE DEFENCE OF THE - SOVIET' UNION * oo A MU nder Wo eireumstamces. i Such action

. :The  Revolttionary Workers’ - Party does - not-.supp - the German Capitalists. to. represent the -war (68 “one 4
:. . defence of the U.S.5.R. as’ OETESEIY eferice, it woitld: hen the British Capitalis and wiedlee:
;. economy. . 'The ‘worke d-: ' de ke British “worle . would put British Imperialism;: in" thy
a - favourable position for -attacking bhkz

he - ‘suppressing.’of e
recognises the gi: ire -of ‘the military attack; ] ot supporting the workers: in-their. struggle against. exploita
mic attack s n bvious, " The Lend-Lease “re. . profiteering” and oppression:inwartime (a struggle ik

nt-on-the October Revolutis ‘unavoidable - ¢);rand; i developing ™ it nte i st
ie the -people ‘o ‘againgt the -abar: itself, “the - British aworkers ‘would. nderniin
Hitler's-own Front which: would be ‘the most. effective ussistane
5 ‘British ‘revolutionaries éould give ‘1o -the: [.S.S.R vin mueh
‘ gsed -on” two circumstances.”(1) - e
8, -under the ‘bureaucratic, 0y e Taboa
overnment, “4rose . fror
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* never under any circumstances vote to give them any con-

_ not yet strong enough ‘to abolish, and adapt our practical - -

o foreed to partigipate_'in the eapitalist military machine does
not abandon his revolutionary activities. He should stand -

.and strive to awin over thé ‘majority to the idea of trans-
* forming -the Imperialist war .into a- gtruggle for: Socialist

" compulsory. military training no less than the appropriation
-of enormous-funde and the subordination of the industries

L of jAmerica (4th Int}. -
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THE AUSTRALIAN WORKING CLASS
AND THE WAR

“The Imperialist War is not our war, and the militari
of the capitalist state is not our militarism,. We do ng:; slui):;g?t ;
the war and militarism of the Imperialists any more than 3
we support the capitalist exploitation of the workers in ;
factories. We are against the war as a whole, just as we
are against the rule of the ¢lass which conducts it and -

.}'

fidence in their conduct of the war or preparation for it. . . .
Not a man, not a ship, not a gun with our support., Our

E&;salérf,s,ut)hg war of the. working class against the capifalist

- But only with the masses is it possible to conquer an
establish Socialism; and in these times the masses inqthe m.ﬂl(-i-
tary organisations are destined to play an imporiant role,
Consequently it is impossible to effect the course of events by
a policy of abstention, by refusing to work in the army or
to work in the munition factories. 1t is necessary io recognise
capitalist militarism as an established reality which we ave

tacties to it. Our task is to protect the class interest of the -
workers in uniform and overall. We must endeavour to unite
the soldier and the worker in ecommon struggles for common
aims. We must, through our aetivities in the Trade Union
Movement, organise combined worker-soldier demands for
better army pay, for higher dependants’ allowances, for better -
food and camp conditions, and also worker-soldier demands
for improvements in the working and living conditions of -
1_:he workers. We must raise the slogan “Workers in Uniform”
in our approach to the soldiers, and break down the hostility -
which the ruling class through ifs Press and army offleer ;
caste is creating between soldier and worker, . Sl
-~ It is implied in-this that the revelutionary worker who ig

side by side with the mass of soldier-workers ‘and put forward
at all times the revolutionary ‘working class ‘point of view

emancipgtion.y .. .o LA o
Total war, as waged under modern conditions, involves -

to the manufacture -of armaments. ..As long as the masses-
. (1) Btatement on Proletortan’ Militery. Paliey, Soclalist Workers' Purty -

it s

. Japanese hordes,-the converse is, in fact, eorrect—Ausiralia

- . the workers -many hard won industrial conditions. Reactionary -
" legislation, introduced under the. guise of ,-“National_,Secur_ity,”
~ has given the tuling .class powers as great as those of Hitler.

-_a revolutionary -situation. ‘At the time of the’entry of Japan
into-the war, the ruling class in -Australia was in;a condition . .

" controlling and -disciplining the workers. - Owing 4o -their
" of is strength:and the. infiuence of Ameriéan -froops has

given -added  confidence. TReactionaries: like ;Theodore .and’
- de Groot hold ‘important positions in industry..and :thE,..._a_ijmﬁ' ‘

Y e Al oo ¥
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accept -the war -preparations, as _has so far proved the
casze in Australia, mere negative opposition to military budgets
and conseription cannot, without a revolutionary programme,
yield serious results. People like Ward, Blackburn, Cameron,
Caldwell and Lang, who oppose conseription and yet support
an “all-out war effort,” merely serve to sow confusion in
the Socialist ranks. Revolutionaries cannot associate with
elements such as these and reiain their integrity. -The anti-
conscription movement in Australia, once 2 great tradition,
and almost a revolutionary movement, has degenerated into -
a conglomeration of opportunists and confused idealists.. The
Revolutionary Workers' Party is opposed to conscription as
a part of capitalist militarism. Tt is not prepared to water
down its opposition to the Imperialist War in order to carry
on a legal fight against conseription.

AUSTRALIA IN THE IMPERIALIST WAR

Australia is a fully developed Capitalist State whose ruling
class has hitherto relied on English Imperialism for protection
against its working elass. The situation in Europe and the
entry of Japan into the war leit the local ruling ~class
without a protector, and so a hasty alliance was made with
the U.8.A. While the eapitalist Press has built wp a story
that Ameriea is defending the Australian people from the

is fighting for the “right” of America to control the Pacific -
Ocean. . : ’ . .
The sudden attack on Pearl Harbour and .the unexpected
guccess of the Japanese in the East Indies gave a false picture -
of the strength of Japanese Imperialism. It suited Australian
capitalism to play up the “danger” in -order to militarise
and conscript the people of this country and to_ filch from

“.:"Phe basic fear. of the Australian ‘eapitalist elass ‘was-not
Japarnese invasion but the possibility of “the development of -

“of -semi-collapse, - Unable to rule, it had called on ;its Labour -
hirelings; . the:Curtin -Government, - to take .over -the task .of
efficiency . in ~this -task-‘the ruling class has regained much

forces‘.':__.Semi-ifaSci__s_t a —-fascistrpaﬂ_:ies -_appear dg.ilyi e
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) total militarisation of the workers through the Civil Con-
l . struction Corps and the Army is all part of a gigantle offensive
; Jatinched by ecapitalism against the workers.

There has been established in this country -an internal )
. police system simiilar to the Gestapo. A percentage of all
t civiian mail is opened to provide a check on morale, qguite L
: apart from the “listed” mail that is always censored. Every
man suspected of left sympathies has a dossier and his views
and actions are recorded. Al the incidentals of a police state
such as passport system and domiciliary visits are in full
operation. The inabilit{ of the Labor Party (Social Democrats)
to resist reamction has been demonstrated over and over again.
France, 1936-39; Germany, 1930-33; Italy, 1920-22 are econ-.
vincing examples. Only a revolutionary party of the working
class can offer serious resistance because such a party recog-
nises the class war and its implications. o T

THE REVOLUTIONARY ATTITUDE TO
IMPERIALIST WAR

In an economy but recently. developed from a colonial
status and in & eommunity impregnated with social-patriotism
and chauvinism, the revolutionary, faced by a situation such
as thiz war has created, must reslise and stand by the
international implications of -hig position. He must remember
‘Lenin's words ‘in 1915; in his work, “Soeialism and War,”
‘he says: © o s ) .

“Pre advocates of wvictory of ‘ome’s gwn' government in
the present war, ag well ay the advocates of the slogan ‘Neither:
. vietory mor defeat, proceed equally from ihe stondpoint of
social chouvinism. . . % -Only o bourgesis who belicves -that
the war storted by the governmenis will necessarily -end as
-@ wor bélween yovernments, and ioho wishes it to_be so, finde
yridiculous”. or ‘absurd the idea that: the Sociglists of -ALL
the belligerent. ‘countries -should  express < wish thet  ALL
:-_"theifi'."bovérhments_;ka{giefeamd;”f ERPRERT: T e
. " We belong to an inlérnational move ient, & defeat for. the

+ 7 workers of any count¥y ds:p-defeat for the workers in Australia.

" "And -it must not be “forgotten’ that priox “to the outbreak’ of
. this war there.were ovVer 80,000: political prisoners in Japa
“We do not 'ﬁght,ialone’.-in‘__the"‘inipe:'natimial arena.
" Instead of being & “war for democracy” this war ha
used suecessfully to prepare the way for fascism. The people
‘of Australia, uinder the bogey of overseay - fapcism, have. sur- .
“The - Fihor: Party - ha

. - rendered ' their.iliberty at ‘home.—. Ll ;
" gdministered ‘the reaction on behal rof “the ruling"clagsg: Th
‘Communist . Patty ;:h?s';.gﬁld ‘ftself in feturn ~for All%d

‘o the USSR, 0 e Reyolutionary Workers

‘be overthrown. Capitalism, with its wars ‘and depressions,

. class 0 serve.the ruling -class in’ its Imperiaslist War, are

- workers® state takes its place we. cannot talk about “defence - :

“to defend. But once the workers agsume .power, when. the

';.th'e- -ghibboleths of the. ruling - class, “its hirveling.. Press, the
- “Communists” and -the_"socialfpa.tri_ots! “But- ‘the fact stands

* planged

" 'take advantage
class,&?;nd_thi

i3

mains to carry on the class struggle in sccordance with the
theory and practice of Leninism. .

The class struggle, the struggle for the revolutionary
overthrow of the capitalist state, must be continued.” The
defeat or decay of the revolutionary movement would be a
greater tragedy than the defeat of Australia in this Imperialist
War. The defeat or decay of the revolutionary movement
would mean that fascism would _triumph and could mot

would be perpetuated. When Tienin wrote “the defeat of one’s’
own country is the lesser evil” he meant what we have said
above. For the war of the working class is the war against
their oppressors. . The Social-Chauvinists, who betray: their

the traitors. “Better to be called a traitor to one’s country

than to be a traitor to one's class.” . -

Our struggle then is for the overthrow of the Australian
ruling class, We strive to turn the workers and soldiers from .-
participation in_the Imperialist War to the war against the . :
ruling class. Until the capitalist state is destroyed and a

‘of our country” for, in a capitalist sense, we have no country

foundations of a Workers, Socialist Republic of Australia.
are laid, then its defence would be the duty of the revolutionary
movement of the world. : _ JEE e

These are unpalatable truths to many who have accepted

‘the world.to continue’ the -struggle :for:the

“for the emancipation of mankind -as . a wh
gle we betray our own class. -

$m'oan be brought to an‘end only by the comple
; roletarian - yevolution. The fact that it has.
4 “into another-blood-bath testifies to_its fatal
inability ‘fo satisfy human needs; - We mu
f every ‘crisis ‘which eonfronts “the ruling
Triperialist War is & major ¢risis.

- gontradictions; 1

thing




- are now the Socialist Revolution or Fascism.

- relatively small number of highly skilled labourers and had -

" distanece {from the world markets and the competition of

" the war of 1914-18 and the depression of 1928-35. .. During the
“whole ¢f- this period the proletariat engaged in & reformist
_struggle with a-highly .integrated capitalist class which - de-
. pended, in the last resort, for its state apparatus of repression

upon English Imperiali IR R U

“ - As this'way has dragged_along the economy has reached

Y

N making every -article that can be made here.
o ., In primary’ production -Australia’ is organised tipon  an
" industrial basis. "The great majority of holdings (158,000 -out

A i
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THE AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY

Some years ago the Australian Section of the Fourth
International characterised Australia as “a junior partner
of English Imperjalism,” recognising that, in the period 1925-
35, this country had ceased to be a colony but nevertheless
could not stand on its own right as an independent Imperialism.
Under the drive of war, industrial develepment has increased
in tempo; but England herself has lost her independent status.
Australia is now a dependent. Ymperialism looking for a -
master. Its capitalism is fully developed. The perspectives -

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Australia commenced as a prison—passed through a stage
of industrial pastoralism based on conviet labour which ended
with the gold discoveries of the 1850's, then through a .stage
of colonial development based on mining and the wool .
industry; there was a- mass inrush of preletarian elements
with 2 high degree of c¢lass consciousness: the Irish rebels
and the Chartists mixed with the descendants of the conviets -
to form the Australian proletariat. The basic industries, -
grazing -and mining, were monopolistic in type, required. z -

.

a rate of profit much higher than the world average. The

richer virgin countries made industries based on cheap im-
ported labour - unprofitable. By 1900 the colonial economy
was fully developed. From 1900 until the 1930°s Australia was
a rapidly developing capitalism, ‘& development-forced on by

‘" . THE PRESENT STRUCTURE =~ - "

its full eapitalist development. With imports cut to the bone
and under the drive -of industrial war requirements we are

of 233,000—Commenwenlth Year?Book 1939, -p. 98) argiover
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" 500 acres, and machinery is regularly used. The industry is

based upon the export trade (66% of all primary produce
by value is exported) .and its control lies in the hands of the
processing and exporting eompanies, and, in the last analysis,
of the financial institutions. i

_Our economy has long ceased to be organised’ mainly for
primary production: only ‘20% of persons in oeccupations in

. 1933 were engaged in primary industries (in the U.S.A. in

1920, 25% were so engaged). The great bulk of production
congists of ménufactured goods. These industries have heen

" developed not by cheap labour but on the basis of machine

technigue and the bulk of local eapital has been accumulated
from the pastoral and mining industries with their peculiar
capifal set-up. This, together with the limited home market,
has meant that in the major industries the only units tech-

. nologically efficient have been monopolistic in the semse that

- When compulsory eonversion was being considered,

the needs of the entire economy have been supplied by one

-organisation (Iron and Steel, Chemicals, Sugar, Tobaceo, Glass,

Land “Transport, Rubber, etc.}), or by very closely interlocked
groups (Mining, Sea Transport, Banking and Finance, Insur-
ance, Beer and Spirits, News, Meat, Wheat and Wool Exports,
Textiles, ete.), all of which are themselves welded .into a
eccherent whole - by the finaneial houses, Maclaurin in his -
“Economic Planning in Australia” gives a curious example
of the eloseness of the integration in connection with the

Premiers’ Plan. . ~

“Qutside the-Conference there was very stromg opposition
in financial quarters in Melbourne to the Conference proposals..
i , o private

. meeling of 400 leaders of Awstralian thought was convened
: vin ‘Melbourne to diseuss the financial proposgls of the Premders .-
:Conference, At the meeting Mr. R. G. Menzies declared . . .

" ‘Repoft of @ -private meeting convened by .Sir W.. Harrison -

. -:Moore, -Melbourné, ~June - 3vd, 1937.. T ) .
" private; and the report of the proceedings was mot: published
7+ Cbecasse it was not believed fo be desivable in the notional |
. - ..interests. THE REPORT HAS NEVER BEEN MADE PUBLIC.’ " [Author’s
- emphasigl, T . . 7 S

5

. present state “of -world- Imperialism such investment is only
.. possible if backed by military foree. . ... il o

The  meeting wids kept

.7 7 The vesult .of this large 5scale organisation has been a
- ‘highly integrated, flexible economy with a high rate of surplus

. value, . Profits “have been poured info every avax‘lallylei‘-avqnue

" of investment until further internal development is impossible.

Investment  henceforth must be in.oversea lands, and ‘in the
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‘ - AT
'}-” : THE ACCUMULATION OF CAPITAL - - -

of a post war world, there wili be rpom for Australlan
Imperialist development.,

Considering both the division of value (Table 1) and the
activity of the workers (Table I} the rate of surplus value

. : ’ TABLE 1 : -
Yearly Rates of Surplus Values in Factories (in £1,000s)
(From Commonwealth Year Books).

v 4 a 15 at least 100%. On a national, income of £1,000 million
2. _ 193909'_%1 Bﬂmégssagga”ageﬁ In*‘“;sst-s‘ggo“' ete. there is available for capitalist consumption and investment. -
n 198188 Tttt 65 S 55880 some. £500 million. We are in a period of acute capital crisis
103238 Tt 59= a6 . 59,655 and the higher the value of production the more there is for -
1988 [T dakas I Greay nvestment, the more acute the crisis. \ L
‘ 1934-35 ........... 2,825 ... 70,708 THE PANACEA OF PUBLIC WORKS Co g
193536 ........... 82,098 .......... . 80,339 Such situations as will face the Australian economy after - 3
%[39567__33'; ----------- 1%%%%% ----------- g}igé '!the_ t}alrar have been f'met: in the past in other countries by a
193886 1T 106:743 96:673' . avisii programme of public works. In Scandinavia there was

4 policy of planned public spending, -and in the U.8.A. we
saw the spectacular instance of the New Deal, a method hy
which the ruling clasg bought a respite from a revolutionary
situation, But the countries that - have used these expedients
have had low public debts and stable credit, -Australia at the

(It must be assumed in view of the averaging of the rate
-of profit and the known uniformity of the wage levels that
these figures are sufficiently generalised to give a general
rate for the whole Australian economy).

- These figures establish, taking into consideration ";she ) ‘end of the war will have a public debt of crippling dimensions <
i natural faking tendency of the keepers of the books, that and will be in an intensified inflationary spiral.” Public works -
g_..»’- . the division of the added value as a result of manufacture baged on borrowing will be impossible. Even now it is diffieult

i approximately even -as between capital and labour,
- To view the ‘matter from another angle, we have the
following position with regard to the number of persons -
- producin%. the goods upon which the present standard of
A, R N N . :

to find loan money for the brosecution of the war; how much
more difficult will it be to borrow when the capitalist is assess-
ing hig losses, - - - o I
There are other nostrums, Single Tax, Douglas Credit,
Central Bank Credit, but there is no solution for the present -
capitalist economic impasse, excepl investment overseas: -and ..
investment overseas is a function of nilitary power. It is -
‘no longer possible fo sell to the wide .world; the only sales- -
-manship that is effective at the moment is that backed by -
military force. Unfortunately. for -our ~ruling - class they -are -
not in a position to participate as Prineipals in the Imperialist .
struggle; they have to play the vole of jackal to the U.S.A.-
and England., The difficulties :.of these leading members of the
- ~“Democratic” :Alliance are so great that the scavenger’s share .
_of the feast must be'small; so small, in_fact, that it wilk-provide

living is based:—

. * TABLE iI

Tuté.l available for' work, 'inéluding. unemployed, .
[ o 2,700,000
- Pdrsons recruited since Cre e e e, 300,000 -

X - - ——

: 3,000,000 -
Persons engaged in socially useless work: ’ s
- Military forces, ete. ....... ..., .. 800,000 -

* Munition workers, .and section of normal ~ -

g v =2 i 000 ‘no relief for the prablems ‘of the economy. -Thus, within the
'Domi%gigitrgrugg:;tego:ﬁégareﬁ""::':"ggg’ggg . "limits “of -a :stable and -efficient economy,  capitalism - cannot
CLTTTT A T RN B e SV, 1,800,000 .- continue in this' country, -consequently -t must:make - way
BRI e e Ll ~ for ‘another system or rely on the techniques of force and
) = ) 1,400,000 . improvisation that are alled Faseism, - -0 o ;

VTN, L POSE Wi i [ the *Australian

y.:' We ‘are; however, faced by & period :of ;some_three’
“or four yesrs of war,  In ‘this, -Australian ‘capitalism’ is the
- . rather -despised: lackey_ of. Anglo-American Tniperialism. -, ,_.'I:he
+ leaders of the self-styled Democracies.are not -concerned with

71,400,000 ~producing ‘socially “useful ‘goods i
. _ t:the present time. In other “words, ‘under”
capitalism, oné& half of the. working population ‘is, ‘without
.« ‘Turther investment and : development; not ‘required. The
" problem for our ruling class is whether, in the circumstances'
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saving Australia, but with screwing every ounce that fear
and cupidity can extract from the Australian community
for the purposes of “vietory.”
. This means_that the manpower of Australia will be forced
into the armed forces to.do the dying. If necessary, labour
will be brought from the U.S.A. and the cheap labour countries
of the Fast, to free the healthy Australian fighting man for
the battle front. It also means that the Australian ecapitalist
will have to take manpower from the forces of production
until we live under the threat of famine. He will have fo
screw the rate of surplus value (which means depress the
amount of consumption) t¢ a2 maximum. There will be malnu-
trition in the midst of plenty, crops will rot on the ground,
fields will be left untilled, while the people face starvation.
The recompense the local ruling class expects to receive
after the war is illusory. However, we must .recognise that

. the overseas troops of allied though competing capitalists, e.g.

the U.8.A., are available to keep the workers of this country
in order. Under Capitalism, the workers of Australia must,
for the period of the war, work and die; after i, they must
starve and die.

THE CLASS STRUCTURE

During the rapi¢ development of the economy, the colonial
class structure is ceasing to exist. The middle class is being
liquidated into the proletariat; the aristoecracy of labour are
learning theéir common.interest lies with the proletariat; the

. distinction between: Capital and Labour becomes sharper.

Economically the capitalist class is being organised more
closely than ever, but as a result of the break in the tradition
of servility to England, the loss of the coercive force that
England represented, and the rapid ‘growth of new production
Telations within the economy, it is politically disoriented. In

* its fear of working class revolt it prefers, with some loss of

" ‘profits and prestige, to leave the Labor Parliamentary lackeys

“to carry out measures the capitalists would not dare impose.

Y

‘However, the process -of -integration is _proceeding and in the

" face of a common danger, such as an attack by the workers, .
" . the capitalists would unite. S ool
‘ The middle class, on the othef hand, has been broken -up
and dissolved in the course of the war. Many. have enfered . -

" the armed forces; others have sunk into the ranks of the™ -

workers.. For ‘the period of -the war, they are “impotent in

the clags strugple. The armed forees, in a largé measure, occupy . :
. their place in the social system. At the moment the Forces

‘ave mot allied politically to either side in the class struggle. -
" Mainly they are unguestioning servents of the Government,

- of a revolutionary political organisation. .

engaging ‘in strike-breaking activities -and accepting the.
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propaganda of a Press that represents the workers’ struggles
as a betrayal of the soldier in the line: however they are
also oppressed and, insofar as this oppression drives them,
they are on the side of the workers, Their final line-up
depends on the progress of the war and the pressures brought
upon them. Divorced as they are from the process of pro-
duction they ecannoct be relied on by either- side.. . :

The working class is also in the process of reorientation and
economic reorganisation. New recruits with allen ideologies
are coming in from the female domestic workers and the
middle elass; there is a breaking of craft traditions consequent
on reorganisation and dilution. This has increased the natural
confusion arising from the unprecedented position of security

" of employment and wages coupled with the demands of

traditional patriotism. It must be admitted that, at the
moment, the workers of Australia are, in the, mass, desirous

 of the defeat of the Axis, especially Japan, and desire "not

Socialism but the prosperous capitalism of 1928, Only patient

_explanation of the nature of the Tmperialist struggle and .
the dangers of local fascism can asgist their development. -

Tt i to the intensification of the class struggle, which the
war makes inevitable, that we must look for their education
and realisation of their true role. :

Against - this background of defined classes, a dubious
army and intensified economie and class pressures the struggle

proceeds. The roles of the Communist and Labor peliticians -

are demonstrated from day o day; even the trade union.
officials appear as  props of the capitalist system, The ~ -

- workers are spontaneously reorganising their class for the .
purpose of struggle, the capitalists hurriedly prepare to face -
“any attempt to challenge their rule. In the meantime, the

pressure of the war economy increases and the influence of .
the American Armed Forces becomes more obvious. o _
The lines of developmerit of the economy can be envisaged.

“*The course of the class ‘struggle depends on the ‘development

of local fighting organs of the working class and the cred
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: ] basls, of the workers of the Pacific ‘and the East. In con-
v ‘ ) : 3 formity with its funetion the Labor Party adopted an extreme

; 20

. 3 prqtectionist__tariﬁ policy and, in general, it has sought,

POLITICAL RELATIONSHIPS IN AUSTRALIA ; whilst advancing the interests of the workers within the limits

) : -8 of caplt.athsm,.to foster national capitelist indusiry and to
1 3 protect it against its world rivals, oL -
5 - THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY Thus_until the permanent crisis of wozld capitalism com-

. ) -4 ;nenc_eti in }3;_938, thef Iéﬁhor P?(rty teﬁded to reflect the re-

) ) L ormist ambitions o . thel x
a'sUbI;tlxlx i};?:' gﬁmzt trec:jentrttm}tes the Australian worlilng clags . 7 instilled an clementary ese‘gg ?JJ}S clasesvear?i%;ssan?e oi}) aﬂ;ser ’
isied to devote its organising energies to gain a w4 antasgonism betw Capital . '
greater share of the profits of expanding Australian capitalism. ¢ & . i gen Spitad and Labor : '

Throug:h the trade unions and the Labor Party, both essentially .
reformist organisations, the workers won a relatively high
level of wages, and secured soeial legislation famous throughout
the world. " These gains were possible because of the rapid
-expansion of Australian capitalism, -

THE LABOR PARTY IN THE DEPRESSION—
: A NBW ROLE 10

" The world depression. found the Labor ‘Party “unable to

T e R e e

; £ . R understand what was - happening or to oint & way to the

5 After the ‘great strike  defeats of 1890-91, the workers E abolition of capitalism, 'Itpgapitﬁglated to %)he “recover%" plans

! believed that the struggle in the industrial field would have U of the government, to the wage cuts, currency depreciation,
fil;’oar??a rﬁggﬁ{ﬂ%}fglﬁi iclgs 2;)10 nast:g?ip:hzofo%i:gtigepggsfﬁltaimnt :311 T and miseiquy doles of the Premiers Plan. In Australia, as in.
P n e Austra-- - it i o 'é X
‘Han Labor 'Party. In its ideclogy the Labor Party has never . g : f}‘;:iy ii? h?;;l c&unitéy,athe neformist labor eologiony tevealed .

: - progressed beyond a vague gradualism, rather zkin to English - .
4 Fabianism, but lacking any clear cut political theory. 'The
Social theories that have been 80 important elsewhere, Owenijte-.
Bocialism, anarchism, syndicalism, Marxism, failed to  take
... xoot in the insular soil of the Australian Labor movement,
ot Comparatively good wages and plentiful jobs made the workers
. unresponsive 1o the idea of any radical change in the owner-
ship of the means- of produetion, a change Trom. Capitalism ~
to Socialism, - - : T :
There were experiments in state capitalism, such as the
railways and other forms of transport, banking and insurance, .. ..
. shipbuilding, brickworks, "ete., desigried fo fill in gaps in the- -
" capitalist economy. These, however,- either -languished in an. ..
-#tmosphere of capitalist hostility or were incorporated in_the
. general -Stricture of .Anstralian capitalism. They in no sense
-~ represented ‘8 ‘movemen " towards & working ‘class contral of -
- the economy, .71 . B A B
.- Bpedking in ‘economic Jterms the ‘role of ‘the Labor. Party
. --has béen fo assist in the development,” along” purely capitalist
" lines, of ‘Australian :secondary industries upon whose prosperity
the high standards of the workers depended. Tt endeavoured. to
. prevent ‘the influx of cheap labour by vigorously supporting
"‘the White Australia Policy, a policy which has an economie
-.. basis that iy quite justifiable but which fosters an inter-racial .
...-animosity that isentirely o posed -to all the international
¢ ;traditions .of the working class, - No attempt has besn made

at any ‘time o ‘meet the ‘problem that does’ exist by ‘action
) Y

esigned ‘to raj “the “living. standards,"on ‘an international

. though they were ‘rapidly liguidated by the - bureaueracy, ..
showed that amongst the rank and file of the Party the
sparks of revolutionary thought were appearing, .~ .

- The world etrisis, culminating in the present Imperialist
War, has brought about radieal changes in :the roles of the

. varlous political groups. ‘Basically these changes flow .out »
of the hew organisational form of capitalism, the totalitarian
state, For the purpose - of waging war, which is_thesole "

.- .- remaining avenue for capitalist expansion, the capitalist grotps
" ...are. forced: 40 introduce . some 'measure of planning - into ‘the
- eegnomy, and “tovegiment: évery section. of the “eommunity;
.. The Labor ‘Party is belng used by Gapitalism‘.to-:subjecti"—th_

working class to the rigid.-discipline of the totalitarian ‘state

. This i the prevailing tendency, though it hag riot yei-reached
- full “fruition, -Hence, ‘Whether in .or dut: of - office; “the Labi;

leaders find  themselves,: willy-nilly, servants “of ‘the. real” con-

-trollérs of the eotntry, the great capitalist combina,tli)_ns‘; < Théy.

e, “in" an uhdeveloped, ‘embryonic }_;fa_shion,_‘_pqrfp_rmmg’_' e

unction of ‘the Hitlerian Labor Front.. =~ i e T i

“ Since even' the most immediate needs of the workers cannot -

be met inder- declining capitdlism,” Jeast ‘of all in -its -semi-

- -fascist form, a split hag developed between ‘the Labor “Party
- -apparatus“and:'thé -rank and file members, who are rebelling
against the fredchery of the ‘bureaucrats. “And ‘power ‘seckevs’
such as J. T."Lang -seck to capitalise -this discontent,

Sy




_continued expansion of the economy, the workers accepted

" union members in an understanding of the real nature of the

- order, -applies_to “the .union movement. ‘lne
. collaborates with' the capitalists on innumerable boards and
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THE TRADE UNIONS

- The orgsnisation of workers in Trade Unions has been
carried further in Australia than in any other country; in
general, all workers capable of organisation in unions have
been organised, a position that has not been even approached
in any other capitalist country. Imheriting the traditions
of Great Britain, unionism in this country began on a eraft
basis. In & series of strikes, notably by the shearers and
seamen, t_he workers established the right to bargain collectively
with their employers. In the course of time the inadeguacy
of the craft basis became obvious and industrial unions, covering
all workers in an. industry, have come into existence. Under
the pressure of the need for united action 2 general tendency
exists for amalgamation and liquidation amongst the ecraft
bodies, a tendency- that must be assisted by all revolutichary
workers. T
Reformist methods having proved so guecessful during the

state sanction for their procedure of collective bargaining and
the guarantee, by the law of the basic wage and the conditions
of the awards. The arbitration system was adopted in all
industries, thereby creating the illusion that the class struggle
was, and should be, fought out in the Courts. Inevitably the
organisation of the unions became more bureauneratic and the
workers have bhecome sceustomed to compromises with the
employers, - So far has the process of legalisation been carried
that it is at the present fime being suggested that, in return -
for the abandonment of the right to strike, compulsory legal
unionism be introduced, a measure that could easily be used
to enthrone the bureaucrats permanently and turn the unions
from organs of working class struggle into integral parts of
the apparatus .of capitalist- oppression. '

An important revolutionary task is the education of the

#’Arbitration - system. - Compulsory Arbitration represents  an
attempt to -reconcile “the interests of the eapitalists and the
workers within the capitalist system.. ‘As fhis is an impossibility .
the Arbitration system operates. increasingly Jn_the interests . -
of the capita'.list,s,',_whose, spokesmen “are beeoming its keenest '
supporters just. a8 the workerg are" becoming _increasingly-_ :
‘gnspicious of . The “Arbitration Judges have the job of pre-
serving peace in jndustry, which means ‘they must constantly -
force the workers to make concessions, since- the capitalists -
_are unable and unwilling -to do so. _— R

.- All that has heen said about the ‘new role of the ‘Labor .
Party machine, its “functions within the eapitalist totalitarian
) : The bureaucracy-

“4ieipation there will be no socialist -revolution.

_"the 'power of:
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commissions, deciding the fate of the workers without  con-
gul_tmg their wishes. If the worker still supports his union, .
it is because he Tecognises it as the only medium available for
the defence of his wages and “conditions. At the same time ‘
the rank and file are pressing always for a gennine working
class stiuggle, and mass ‘revolts are oceurring against the
class collaborationist policy of the officialdom. In particular,
struggles are now occutring in the Miners, Waterside Workers,
and  Ironworkers Unions, whose officials )
mpnists”), have openly announced a policy of collaberation
with the capitalists in the interests of the “war against fascism.”

* Such a policy, if persisted in, will raise the meance of Australian
fascism to & new height; and the bulk of the workers instinet-
ively realise this. . N - e

In Australia, the workers have developed the sghop com-
“mittde as a method of bridging over the gaps between the
various craft unions and of coordinating ‘the forces of the
workers on the job against the boss. This form of organisation
presents the best opportunities for countering the bureaucracies
of the unions and of tl‘ansforming them into mass revolutionary
organs. Machinery must be devised to co-ordinate the work
of the shop committees, giving them contact with each other,
arranging for the raising of strike funds, sympathetic strikes,
propaganda, ete., generally jnereasing the influence of - this
type of rank and file organisation among the workers. :

. ‘While we sympathise with workers disgusted with some
act of hetrayal by. the unpion officials, we are strongly opposed -
1o workers leaving their unions or even giving the bureaucracies
grounds for expulsion, as this leaves them unorganised, at
fhe mercy of the highly organised employers. We also oppose
the building .of breakaway unions, on the lines of the “Red” . .
_Trade Unions set-up at one. stage by the Comintern. To do
this is to split the yanks of the workers, ‘tog Temove all oppor-
tunities to. strengthen the “hands of the rank and file, and

ot

" to "isolate the “militants and lay them. open to attack, - The
- balk _of the workers will remain in-the old unjons which ‘alone. -
. are recognised by the Courts. To try-to form pure ._“left‘ng"‘
ynions is to admit that the milifants_are unable to gain the
“{eadership : of ‘the ‘broad masses, without . whose ~active 'par-
" ' 1t is & tactic
“despair not of militaney.. The only method to beat treachery
“{g 40 etay In the uﬁioh,--tb"'_inteﬂsify job organisation, and  te
Tgorge :links “with the “workers .in other shops, so “that~the
unjon Tunctionaries are forced to sbide “by “the - will ~of ’the

. “membership, - L | T i
<. The poliey’
- the Unions .‘.fxm_a%

f 'tﬁé"‘.Re\"olﬁti‘onary Workéfs"Part.y";:’bbﬁérdé :
‘be_summarised: ‘G¢rengthen all along. the line -
e rank and file against the bureauc;acy} The




~ struggle.

- of reaction, calling for resistance to the growing subordination

- demends towards the wider goal, the attainment .of -state
‘abolition of the capitalist system of exploitation,

its testh in Australia. The New Guard was formed té solve”
- the crisis of capitalism by the violent suppression of all work-

_level of the dole. It represented the -renction of the most-
. of J. T. Lang. Financed by the biggest monopoly capitalists,

“basls.in the ruined middle. class and . farmers. During the .
“worst years of the- depression the -capitglists were ready-to’
~call on these elements +0 preserve their rule. S

" salvation to the fascist gangs:  Already marked fascist fen- -

- groups; and the capitalist Press encourages this tendency by

- gemagogy from the spokesmen of “Faseism on’the lines ‘of tlie -
~:Mazi slogans,. but. their “th

- capitalist” system wi
" igorkers ‘organisations, -1l i W
-+ -gtruggle, their claim-fo'représent the whole nation,-irrespectly
" of clags, and abové all by:their opposition to the demand fo
-the sholition .of “private property.in the means of production.

. *.of fascism is not ‘to-be found in‘reliance upon ‘the; protection
©of thelaw, or an.-appeal
the violence’of the Stol
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unions remain the basic miass organs of the workers, and they -
must be transformed into revolutionary weapons of the class

‘ : .26 -
the capitalist state machine, the police, courts, army, ete.,
is always . thoroughly infected with the virms of fascism.
Nor does protéction lie in Popular Front movements in which:
the working class surrenders leadership in the struggle to
a motley collection. of petty bourgeois-elements, many of whom, .
in the final crisis, will find more in cominon with the capitalist -
regime than with the workers, Of course, this does not prevent - -
the workers from finding allies among the other classes, but’
always the leadership -of the anti-faseist struggle must- lie
with the workers, under the direction of the workers’ revolu-

. tiomary organisations. - = -~ ‘ :

. .- The workers' answer fo fascist thug tacties lies in building
organisations designed for the actual process of fighting
physical fighting in the last analysis. Force must be met -

_ by fovee’ In the course of the actmal class struggle “such- - .

- bodies as strike’ committeces, strike pickets, defence guards, . . .~ '
- will be'set up. ‘These must be placed on a permanent, disciplined -
basis, ‘formmg_ ‘the nuclens of a workers’ anti-fascist militia.

" Within the Labor movement as a whole, the Labor Party as
well as the Unions, the revolutionary should not cease in
his activity, but should always attempt to stem the rising tide’

of the officialdom to the capitalist state. He should also co-
operate with any section of the movement that adopts a sound
working class policy on some patticular issue, such ag anti-
conseription.” The aim must be always to steer these limited -

power by the workers. There will be no difficulty in showing
the rank and file that the attainment of the most limited
demands calls, in this epoch of eapitalist decay, for the

FASCISM IN AUSTRALIA -
During the depression a faseist movement first shewed - .-

- So long’ as,_there is mo slackening in the building of this -
-fighting organisation, and so long as the revolutionary groups -
preserve their organisational independence, it is. correct: to - -
call for a united front of all ‘the working class organizations -
against the fascists, .Never again must the workers commit
the wmistake of the German Comniunist Party in 1932, which
. split the ranks of the German “workers by proclaiming that
.the_.Soch_ Democrats were & greater enemy than the Fascists;
- the ‘notorious theory of “Social Faseism,” with its slogan-of
Do MAtter . Hitler - Our - Tarn” which  resulted -in an alliance
. "between the Comminists and the Nazis on the basic issue of
‘the Prussian “Referendum and ‘the consequential vietory of
T T T
e ‘it is -made 'clear. that the workers intend to fight
‘capitulate ‘before it,: large sectiong of 1
11 -be attracted to the workers just as_t
olsheviks and - their * determination. fo -§
masses’ of - the "peasant;

ing class activities and the reduction of the workers fo-the .=

Tuthless section of the ruling class to the hand to mouth policy -

led by every type of politieal careerist, it found its mass’

Nothing is more certain than. that Australiah_ capi‘_éa;lisui,
faced by the ever intensifying erisis, will ‘turn- again for ..

dencies appear in the services, particularly among the- officer -

incessant .propaganda - simed .at. sowing antagonisim between
the workers and the-soldiers. Ruined petly ‘bourgeois elements’
such as small farmers and shopkeepers will-swell :the  faseist
ranks. as the . crisis grows: . We must -expect ‘anti-capitalist

hiective role in the :defence of the *.
e ~Tevealed “by - their hostility, tof ;the
hiir opposition {0 the workers’ :clag
irregpectiv

“that war agaiist the Axi€ is “War again
‘mhust understand that fagelsm ‘is -4 -system
t all ‘capitalist ~powers - adopt  when - the

2:The answer jof ~the _Socialist. . movement to:the 'onslaught

to thestate apparatus fo restral
[

roops.. European experienc
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powers;
organise

e and Italy for instance,
Great Britain, Finland,
“gemocracies”: the par-
means a deciding factor -

goms, Germany, Poland, Greee
d on a faseist basis; others,
America, etc., organised as capitalist
Yeulay form of government is by no
in the side taken. This is no wal ]
Yine however plays into the hands of the local “Allied” capital-
iste. It enables them to introduce the most fascist like
oppression -under the pretext of the “War against fascism.”
The only true war against fascism is the class struggle of the -
workers against all the capitalists, whatever their race oY
nationality. The workers.of Australia must fight the war
against fascism in their own country. e )

SN,

' THE COMMUNIST PARTY =

- fier Lenin formed the Thitd Inter-
national (Comintern) for the purpose of extending the
Socialist Revolution from the Soviet: Union - to the major-
capitalist countries of the world, Stalin has decreed its official
liquidation, The task set for the Comintern by Lenin remains
wholly unfulfilled. Instead the workers of the world have
suffered a series of crushing defea
plunged humanity into another jmperialist holocaust. -

For these catastrophic defeats, and this’ major set-back
“to Socialism, the Comintern mus
Flame. It has not lacked either the numbers, or the organ-
ijsational principles, or the traditions to lead .a  successful :
struggle for Socialism. On the contrary, ite numbers- in Ger-
many, France, China and elsewhere at the moment,
ean believe them, even in Australia,
of the Bolsheviks of 1917. Many
_ workers have passed through its ranks. It inherited the
encrmous prestige of Lenin and the Bolsheviks., It has failed
‘because it has. refused to follow. an international working
~¢lass policy. and ‘instead it has

gubordinated  itself to the
: - directives of the bureaucracy of the U.SS.R.
- has been deterriined at all costs 1o ‘maintain-the stalus. guo.
of the U.8.8.R; internally ‘ahd in the field of world - politics,
‘even if it means. disaster 1o the workers oI the rest of .the
world, “This ‘policy ‘has reached ‘its logical conclusion -in the.
abandonment of «even 1 ' Ehi
- tionary movement in “th ld .8
instead -on the Pact with the labour ‘hating
.. Imperialism. ’ A

“Twenty-four years a

thousands - of . militaiit

. We do not_dispute that the- failure of-the tevclutionary:
. wave to- extend beyond the borders of ‘the U.8.8R.in 1917
apd the consequential sisolation of the V_Sovi'et;Lmadq.it.:‘ipemtable.
- that the leaders: of .the. .country ~should manopuvre.’ tween:

between ideclogies. This.

tz= and capitslism has .
t bear a great share of the .

) e if we -
have far exééeded -those

U.8.8.R.~The bureaucracy -

the encircling ecapitalist states ing ‘1 ‘ :
i . 8, playing ‘upon .their
antagonisms, and even making ’pacts with t?ne group :f;::;g%

others, This need’ was recogni i
. 5. p recognised by Lenin and T .
fTol'ua‘crlrr]l;a of Stalin against the working class has IE?ESI?L -
t’hrg:mg { e various national sections of the Comintern to va.ry' Y
thexrf policies in accordance with the temporary expedients of

51: oreign a]hqnce_s of the U.8.8.R. But the fault lies not -
only _Wltl} Stalin; * only leaderships placing career before
principle could allow the organisations, of which they . were
important members, to be s0 played upon. - E

But once granting the com ' th &1
_ _ ; plete control  th -
_ -glai(tit egv% ttlﬁg _%o‘f:éaiectmns faz-ég'ﬂsle dominit?oﬁtogh%hffcégﬁ{:
! ureaucracy of the Soviet Union’ an under~ .
-stand the unprincipled chan fi ) P nder-
; ] : t to Social Fasci
to the Popular Front, thehgetsé the N ngt Tomeriont
 War, then to the call for 8 Just P‘e e gt Tmperialist B
the cessation of the class struggle in finally to the call for.” - -
B ior . struggle in. the interests . Lo
; t]ggﬁaocg%txti:s’_ Egg&_’_etis_ I?éfxd th?i : digsolgtion of ‘th:ae:SC%h?iitéti}E T
. T be wondered that some of th '
g_lizlfezéts_of the working class, despairing of 'fOllOWirfg fii:!l:g::
violent zig-zags, have becorme disillusioned and apathetic. - °
. Because -for the moment, it is i iderest of both
. I s in 'the -interest thoth o -
;léit_Ué%g.nRs.t a&cérilsr}:gnA%lgge}rn%gerialitsgs t(cj) -anite _ifis'a ?xfilibtgg— -
: gainst German Imperialism, , the i rty of
CAustralia is devoting itself to .tying -the ﬁ?ﬁuﬁ?ﬁn%ﬁhﬁ :

'

to the war chariot of “Our Own” itali 3
I i : ] capitalist class. .-
d:i:lla;-:g-ga Ssstazgngg' : .013%5,11393&“ wil%h the ccgiitag‘ilt:y ‘1111?:; :
eall . _collaboratibn’ and national uni et -
: zinffst}?nd support indusirial ,and'milita;lymg}o’;xsggtigzlp%' -
"as?“llb ey are acting, in De Leon’s phrase adopted by Lenin,
. a8 labour lieutenanis’of capitaliom!”, * DS
" The " unist Party justifies this policy by the need for
s e S SIS A ve o e o
A5 was .stated by Lenin, 'Trotsky and Stalin hi
relabonary deve, e U 8.8 Taonly be'atende by g
resurgence. of the revolutionary wavé in the major- capital
countzies of the world,: The, Allied "Imperiali t'J-" it the
S_’Vlii)lé“!ztlil_g-of their war and the’ reducfidnpof thg "%;as‘l.glth';thﬁ
sul 13 lnatf_lx_tohtwal and economic position. Their ‘plans against
é;oci-a ism can only be defeated by the: revoluti '
Rt e wad eyl sl of e 45
1 to erialist. w o~ i e tha ba
hile ﬂ}%l' war last:r o - ngt be ;'the
:‘Elogan . #“National Unity” cin- mean nothing I
tion. of the whale community, espesially the: ¥
the “war. néeds of the. ca’;p%i:a‘l?gti??ul{ Sk
ec and , political ' power, | T

i
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: capitalists themselves lead in the call for unity and-promise
that all will be. arranged after the war is over. SO

The Communist Party of Australia is finding increasing
difficulty in pursuing this policy -of . National Unity in the.
face of the steady movement of the workers towards the left
under the pressure of the war. It ig in precisely those organisa- -
tions, such as the Miners and the Waterside Workers Federa-

. tion, in which the Communist Party has eontrol of the apparatus, *
‘ that .its troubles are greatest; the workers hostility..most -
intense. These are merely a prelude fo the jnevitable wide-
spread disillusionment fhat is coming fo the militant workers
.a§ to the ability of the Communist Party to lead the working
- class to the attainment of Socialism. And that the Communists -
can see the writing on the wall is' shewn. by their. lying
attacks on the members of the Fourth International whom -
they label with venom, “Protskyists.” ' T e

" PERSPECTIVES OF STRUGGLE -

It is ‘against this background of wat, oppression san ~
] $510; -
usioin that every worker must consider ’hisl,) ppoaistlior::i.'m}ft}'ﬁgo?s S
1o time for idle réghets, it i no time for apathy or delay. '
bee are close to a time when we must act or for many decades
ha_r the full burden of Australian Fascism. It is clear that
:.1 e prime need is organisation. Realising it is only through
~day to day. struggles over concrete issues that the workers S
;vglghaffgrga%}; ;tl;e p_yoblimh;oté the seizore of power, we cali L
_the organise be : for™ '
following deman d%.:;— .;n our__hanner. la_,nd: ﬁgh; -fo.rr the

-1, The financial- burden of -.-t'he.: war fo be born; by th S

- yuling class. -The living standar oy the .-

" - be maintained.: . - £ ndards 0£ the e rkersmust
No deductions fromhe pay envelopes. N

N Ingreased'baqic_wage_to_oﬂ’set increased cdsf‘ pf 'li;\rihg;' .

THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

~ The Fourth International, of which the Revolutionary
P “Workers’ Party is the Australian Section, began.as the Leit
£ Opposition within the Comintern, developed during the Third
’ - Period, the period of Social Fascism, and was formally founded

?t gn International Conference in Switzerland - in September, . |
Tt grew steadily in strength until the present.war outlawed
its. sections, -all. of which courageously adopted and ‘stood by
a policy against Imperialist ‘War and -for a. revolutionary
.peace. The German onrush dislocated all work on the Continent,

| 2. ‘The elimination of dsngerous and unhealthy working -
e .gﬁgdﬁlﬁlﬁmg}nd the provision of adequate fagiligié;v%; :;?1%
O efond the 44 Tiour week  against the Ehreat -of
orgenised overtime. . . agamst the threat of
.- No interference with the right to strike,

The _;w-a.ge Vf,“?i' the job irrespective of sex.’

As ;ﬁnde'r":{:aﬁ&itions ‘of war, unemployment. can only be -
be “due tfo ‘eapifalis “mismanagement, . all :.'_.woifkerg o
eceive unemployment pa{.gqual to: their normal wages.
N e efi_- w}ﬂlp”uz_;eirxiplo ent exi ’

“Wut -evidence, mostly of executions, eonsistently comes through
_ showing that the sections have revived ~and “are "in.the van
. .-in the fight of the European workers against the regime of
‘ German Fascism. .. - R v
© " Incthe U.8.A. and -the rest of “the so-called democracies;
althotigh theit leaders have' been, gaoled, . the “organisatio

earry on’ the fight, sometimes in. a: jlight “of -semilegality;
at - others . under the  full -pressure £ illegality. -In‘every
country.in which the @fd@ta‘rjalt;sj:mg’gles’ against the oppression

" of capitalism, there “is. a7 séction ot -the: ‘Fourth ;Intgrna_.tigna],
-fighting " againgt:this" Tmperialist War, emphasising he:inter-
" national-unity of the ‘working clags.. - - _

T In” Australia, as in- the restiof the “world,

‘vealise in practice the effects. of -the ..social . Pati‘iotié:q g

the Labor Parties and of the manoeuvres. of 'the “Communista”

go must they turn to ‘the only g‘-revolutionary'-Sqi:x_alisj:_;;-pa_r_ty

T nary. E a,r.t;?,-f-‘iandl “towards A (
: ) orld todz

e Revolutlonary Workers
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10. Rural workers anid farmers to receive at least the urban
basic wage over and above interest and rent.

3 11, The -powers of the special “gecurity” police to be

¥ “ checked. ‘ - N

1 ' “The move towards military control of the ei
population must be fought and defeated. '

‘These demands must be realised if the wo1~king_clééé are
< to maintain even their pre-war standards. . '

While the workers. are engaged in this defensive stroggle,
_ .. the ruling clags is preparing for the coming struggle for
S power. It realises that the day ‘of compromise is over, that -
‘.. Yhere will be no surplus out of which the insurgent workers . ..

- "% cgn be bought off.. As the war develops we are approaching
X closer to & revolutionary situation, a situation in which the
; economy will cease to supply the basic needs of human beings:
and the ruling class, under the €ressure of the war and
the insistence of the masses will be unable to maintain its .
stable rule. Two of the conditions for . revolution predicated -
by Lenin will -then exist; these we can neither control nor
affect; they flow from the contradictions of capitalism. . -
~" . But the third .condition for vevolution, the building of a -
. competent, disciplined, revolubionary party, les in-our hands. .
.7 If, when. the conditions for revolution come “into” existence, ' -
*" gra have built such a party, then we, the workers of Australis,.
.- avoiding the debacles and defents that have -marked. the
history of the working class during the last twenty years,
_will lay the foundations of Socialism, will make the first
" break in the capitalist front in the Second TImperialist. War.

. .. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE"
S I REVOLUT_IONA?EY'.WORKE':E:S'
c T iy, 1088




