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DECLARATTION FROM Tof UNITED SECJ:LLLJ&{IAT
(Pourtn Internstional)

DEFEL‘D ThE RIGHET OF SE.F DETERMINATTON FOR ThE CuECHOS LOVAKT &% °
WORKERS ALD PEASAMIS!)
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The escelating pressure which the Kremlin &nd its esents has exercised end con-
tinues to exercise sgeainst the leeding bodies of the GSSR hes rerely been surpessed
in brutelity, The insults end open threats in the press end on the redio; the
uninterrupt:d cempaign of intimidation in the speeches and siatements by tne lead-
ing spokesmen of the bureaucracy in the Soviet Union, Polend and the Germen Dem.
Republic; tue bleckmeiling threat of en economic blockade; the closing of the
frontier to tourist travel from Poland and the GDR; the continuing militery men-
ouvers in Czechoslovakis itself and at its boxders: all directed to force a cep-
ituleation of tne present lesdersuip of the CCP, '

The excuses. with which the Kremlin justifies this pressure are as transperently
without basis as they ere cynicel. There is no imnminent tureat of "imperielist
infiltration" or "eggression" egainst the OSSR, The number of West Germen tourists
in the CSSR.is lower thanm in other workers states such es Rumenia end Bulgerie;

the numbér of Aperican visitors lower then in the Soviet Union itself, Imperialism
céUght in the grasp of the Vietnam war has no intention of creating e second front
in Central Burobe., ‘On the contrary, the lesadine s okesmen of world capitel voice
their anxiety lest the “international equilibrium of forces" be upset as & result
of the Czech events, an. enxiety, unfortunetely, thet matcnes. thet of the Kremd_i'n

Trede reletions with the imperialist countries, and 1m.t:|.at1ves of colleboration
with Western monopolles, are beirg expended by the GSSR regzime, but on a more
modest scéle then in Yugoslevia or in Rumenis. In fact, nothing similar to the
ggretimeit between the Italien wonopoly FIAT end tre Sov:.t:t e,ovemment hes yet been
proposed by the new Czech leadership. B

Undoubtedly resactio: nary former bourgeois political forces ere still present in tue
CSSR, altiough their social besis is extremely limited. But these forces cen find
an echo in the working population of the country of which the overwhelmné majority
are wege and salery earners - because of the trewendous discredit whaich Stelinism
and the Novotny regxime hes brougit to socielism, JHny move in the direction of
socialist democrecy weekens tids echo. Jny move which reverts towards a bureeu~
cratic dictatorsiip hated end despised by the masses strengtiens tne influence of
reaction among the more backweard sections of .the people,

It is therefore necessary to empnesise: the sudden anxiety which the bureaucracy
in loscow, ;Eest-Berlin, Warsew, Sofie end Budapest displeys as to the "counter-
revolutlonery danger" ir the CSSR is entlrely w:ttnout foundat:.on. It is hypoc-
ritical tarough end through, . : EEE

Far from fevoring "imperialisn! the upsurge of the Czechoslove.k masses and tne
steps towards.socislist democrecy’ere powerful blows sgeinst tae enti-conmunist
hysteria wiich tie léeding imperialist circles try to maintain in the West, and
essist revolutionery end suti-~capitelist developments there. Hothing would essist
developzents of socialist revolution in Western Furops &s much as an emergence of
true socialist democracy in Czechoslovekie, It is tue brutal intervention of the

_ Krewlin in the Ozechoslovak developments wm.cn 1s {;I‘lS‘t of tne mlls of imperialist
propaianda. o : . ‘
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Wuat they fear is the effects which the modest steps in the direction of sociaelist
dekoamey achieved today in the CSSR might exercise upon tie discontented students
intellectuals and womkers in their own countries.

Whst thev fear is the ferment of nalsdtirmal revolufioﬁ. wrnioh the (zech devalonmerts



imperialist countries - synbolised by the French hay, 1968 revolutionary events —
are spresding everywhere.

For that reeson, it is the duty of every revolutionist, of every socielist and
commmist, to demend. an immediate withdrewl of Soviet troops from the CSSR, en
iumediate stop to all pressures, blaclmeail and threats sgainst the Czech govern-
ment end people by iy outside force. - , o ' ' '

The Czechosl: vak workers end peasants have the right to determine treir ovn fate,

witnout intorvention by the Krawlin end its henchmen. They heve the right to _
freely deterrine thewselves.the ways and forms in which they want to go forward on
the roed of tuilding & socialist society, ) '

They have th: right %o determine theuselves how fir they ere willing to extend tue
basic princizles of working, cless democracy to all tne toiling leyers of the
populeticn, ) '

It is a sign of the complete degenerabtion of the ruling bureaucracies in Hoscow,
erd the other CPs allied to'it, that what makes trem most furious is not at ell the
Presence of imperialist propeganda - you cen today find hourgeois newspapers in any
Eastern Ruropeen cepital - but the freedom waich the Czechoslovek messes have
conquered for commnists, socielists, revolutionary intellectuals, students ena
workers, to eXpress their own critical ideas gbout the buildirig of socielisu, Can
one find e more ebject caricature of "commmisu' tnen thet of tue Breinev, Comulka
and Ulbricht, clemoring for:the reintroduction of censorsiip upon Czechosloveak ,
communist end socialist writers, journalists, intellectuals, students snd workers
ilitants? '

Ve maintein our basic appreciation of the political forces inside the commmist
movement of tne CCIR as expressed in our declarstionof April 18, 19, We are
convinced thet "liberalisation' is not identical with the esteblisnment of socialist
derocrecy, wiicn neans politicral end econonic pewer in tne hands of working class
turough & congress of denocratically elected workers cowicils (soviets). We do

not favor a regiue of "liberal" tectmocratic end “edficient", buresucrats any more
then a regime of "conservative", political and “inefficient' ones. We went to
replace both by true socialist. democracy, efter tue pettern dayed down by Lenin in
"State and Revolution': all power to a congress of dewocreticelly elected workers
councils; fuil freedom for &ll working class tendencies, wiich accept tue social-
ization of the ueaus of production; self-membgement of the workers on factory,
repiongl jang . mational level, in the-framéwork of & democratically centralized
plenned gconony; eleboration end epplication of tie plan wnder constent control

of the workers; strict ligitaticn of incowe ineguelities, o S TS

We call the workers of Czechosloveida to stay Lor: x;igilant then ever, to.defend..
all the conguests obtained after Isbrusry 1946 e einst capitalism, and all tne . -
conquests obteined éfter Jenueny 1968 sgainst tug bureaucracy, while constently o
forging ahead towsrds tre building up of real workers power,, s . .o

Thi¥ viMlence is all the iuox:g:':"'1'é'<'iessa.ry_"jééjtnere' is a real denser that the "liberal®.
buresucracy will try & ¢oliproris € with the Krenlin, by slowing down the. freedom .- .
of speechi-end publication of itk ~left-wing revolutionery tendencies,” - -

Faced with tne pregSure aild thr.ats by the Kreulin and its ecents, it is perfectly
aduisseble t6 form a united fro it witk; all.those whio defeud the right. of thé '
Czechoslovak workers end peesen s to:freely deteriine. bne.way in. wiich.they went .. .
to build soécalisw. .., 7, T .

We call upon tae revolutiqnery students; intellectuals énd workers in.the USSR
Polend, Yugoslavie, fungery end all tue otuer Europeen workers states to fully
support the Czechoslovek worker 1 right to self~determination, - Faking Angpiration .. .
from the Czech events, they shoild .step up tleir fightiin tneir own countries for. -
tue elewentery rights of socialist dewogracy which the Czech vanguerd is elreedy
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We cell ypon tue revolutiousry stucents, intellectuels, workers' &t puesants
of Chnine, Vietnei end Norti Kores to take & cleer stend grainst tue epghi~

revisionists of W Frenlin enc tueir efents like the revisionist. CP- leeders
iu. Lodis &cerica wijch supgorts lscow's bleckiail & ainsi tue toiling liesses

in Crechoslove®ies

A strug; le & einst the ripnt-wing opportunist deviations frou tne revoluticnery
lerxist line; &5 & stru., le for full and total goliderity with tie heroic
strug i le of tue Vietnaw people epeinst US inperialist erression, is possible
in tue buresucretically veforned workers stetes in EBestern Burope with & par-
allel strusgde for full socialist denocrscy, witi & perellel strug;le ¢ sinst
tue heteful politicel end econouic wonopoly which a privilegdeu buresucrecy

in tuese countries hes esteblisied over the eXercise of power in society,
tuerely profoundly discrediting socialisw erg cowunisn., Tue figat to re-
esteblisi & united front betweel tiw strugtle of tue Czecuoslovek Lasses ang
tie worldwide sirug¢le & einst iuperielisim ~ & unitec front whict: is nede
difticult todey, e&s & result of tue crines of Stalin anc Novotny - will anc
cen be won if the revolutionists end auti-iiperielist i ibers wue worlg over
Suow principled soliderity with the stru _le of tue Czecuoslovek Lesses fo 1
toneir ri; it of self—deterLination.

rends off’ the Czechioslovek Socielist Kepublic!

Lory live tue riiut for self-deterninetion of tue Czecroslovek workerg end
peesants !

Long: live socielist deuocrecy, beased upon workers power exer¢isgd by a
cong ress of dewocretically elected workers councils !

Long live tue unity of tie fi;anters for socialist uerocregy in Bastern
Burope end tle USSE, with tue anti-iLperislist fiznters in Asig, &frice
and Letin-Auerice, witi tue ven uerd of enti-cepitalist revolutiow in
tue iunperialist countries !

Long live tie socislist world revolutiou !
T i
August 1, 1968, Tne United Secretariat of the
Fourth International
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In re-~excuining the past of the Comuunist and sociealist wovenents, Consunists
need to study ell the pastissues in the Comunis: theoreticel writings., To
this end, welist below a nunberof books mf iupartance in this respect,

They are all eveileble at the THIRDWORLD BOUKSHOP, 35 ~37 Goulburn Strect, City
Some of thew ere also evailsble et the WEW WORLD BOKSHOP, Pitt Street, City,

T6E STALTN DICTATORSATIP, edited by T.H. Righwy, $2.00,, contins Kruschev's
secreld spesch and other documents,

TROTSKY 'S mMsRXISH, Nicholas Crasso end Ernest Mendel, 50 cents,

KRUSCHRVISE: , by Thega Gunawardhanz, 4,50. Sophieficeted critique of
Kxuschev's polieies frow a Meoist peint of view,

JHE ESSENTT AL TROTSKY 31,30,

THIRTY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS Qv Tuf HISTORY OF THE CPSU. by Brnest Germein, § 25e,
YOLEMIC ON Ty GRY fRal, LINE OF THE INTERWATTONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT . 80c,
1HE COMPREHSNSIVE (APPROX #Q0p) 4TVaCK ON TEE RUSST/ QoMY IST PARTYB FY THE
CHINESE 80 cents, :

BASIC QUESTIONS OF COM#INIST THEORY , 30 cents, Published by the Justralien
Couunist Party at tie tine of the Bungerien crisis. Provides wn interesting
contrest with the position tden by the Comgmist Perty teken to-dey,

DOCUME. TaRY HISTORY O COMAINISH, ecited by Robert V, Daiels, ¢ voluyes, 82,10
per volume., Contd ns most of the besic docunents on the history of the
internationesl comamist Lovemeds,

SINO_—SOVLET DISPUTE. Edited by Hudson, lowenthal ma keefarquher, $2, 95,
Docunented end snalysed frow e bourgeois point of view, '

STsill, by Issac Deutsener, Herd back reduced from #6,00 to #2.50,

CONTAINMAN] Khd) RSVOLULTON , edite. by Devid Horowita, $2.58, irtieles by
Issac Deutsiner end others, critical of the Russign attitude towsrde o b o
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