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. best snited 1o their afrecifie fteeds, The

apbohid world e led (o the fuvther
unfoldirgy of State capitalism il 8
world-wide scale, THe pecnlidrities of
¢ various nations and their spedial
mitustions within the world-power frame
provided a great variety of development-
al pracessea towards State capitalism.
he faet thut Slate eapitalism. and
fascism did not, and do not grow every-
whare i & uttiform manner provided

M'roteky with the atgument of the basic”
difference Letween bolshevismi, fascism -

and eapitalism plain and simple.  This,
srgument necessarily strovges auperflci-
nlities of social development. In sll es-
peitial agpects all thiee of these systepts
ate identtical, and represent only varicus
Btages of the same development-—a de-
velopimient which aiis at hiatipulating
the muasds of the pomilation Ly dictator-
jnl govertiments iii a nioré or less
sathoritarian fashion, in order to securé
the government and the priviteged sotial
ayerd which support it and to etable
thosie governments to partidipate in the

-liitertatiohal economy of to-day by pre-

paring for war, waging war, and profit-
ing by war, ) .
Trotsky could not permit himself to

. .recoghnize in Bolshevism onhe aspect of

the world-wide trend towards a fascist

- world economy. As late as 1940 he held

the view that Bolshevism prevented the
-rise of Fascism in the Russia of 1917. Tt
gshould have leng since been clear, how-

.ever, that all that Lenin and Trotsky .

.pravented in Rugsia waa the use of a

. non-Marxian ideology for the fascist re-
- eonstruction of Russia.
¢ Marxian ideology of Bolsheviam merely
.-aerved: }State capitalistic ends, it, too, has
. been discredited,
goes beyond the capitaliat eystem of ex- |
‘ploitation Staliniam and Trotskyism are '
. both relies of the past. ’

Because the

From any'view that

] - —Paul Mattick.
The shove Review appeared in Polilics.

KEssay on
Socialist
Theory

TPalitics is the name of a monthly
magazine -edited and pubtished in New
York by Dwight Mucdenald.!

SCIENCE AND Politics
. A Materialist Analysis

|'The following Essay was started by’

a young huclear physicist in Chicago,
and others collaborated in presenting it

in the form it now appears. [t was sub- -

mitted to [Iwight Macdonald for publica-
tion in Polities, but, we understand, it
was rather contemptuously rejected;
mavhe, the criticism was foo good, as it
did not come from professional writers.
The publication of it has been delayed,
ag |t was first intended to appear in a
New York magazine: as the publication
of that periodical is delaved 1 have been
given the green.light to go ahead and
print.  Polities is the name of monthly
magazine cdited and published in New
}‘%ﬂ;" ]by height Macdonald. —Editor

. types of radical action émiployed to date,

fascist ruling classes, and of the Soviet

"the existing arvangement of ;
_ science is a tool providing greater power

_ potentia! material plenty for everyone,

It has been a particularly unhappy ex-
perienca for me to witness tRe changes. .
in subjeet matter and foeal concern in
Palitic« duping the last year. Thera
Ha# beeti a marked departure from ex-
positi the established order  of society
slotig the lives lgid down in the fArst
igsue, which said of the new magazine:
“Its. predominant intellectual! approach

“witl be Marxist, in the sehse of a method*

of analysis, not of a body of dogma.”
The apparent trend. in Politics to-
day Is toward the non-operational (and

_thayefors mystical) etéernal verities, uni- .

versal vilwes and ultimate truths.
There is appavently a “new fajlure of
farve” obdervable among many of the
independent  leftists who have in the
past withafood the pressures of aequies--
cetice to elagy society, whether capitalist
or Bolshevik, who have seen through the .
fakery of muuipulated culture and im-

‘petialist war.

_C_er;}ain‘ly, to explain the eurrvent flight
of, radjcalg to teform and to religion, ane

.mist fook beyond the status quo pres-
‘gures of dultiral eonformity and the re-

wardsludent haitds of the voling class,
which beckon no lesa now than always.
The political situation in the world to-
day forces the thinking radical to a re-

_consideration of Rig basic assumptions,
‘It is enough to mention the failure of

radienl parties, the pointlesstiess of most

the apparent entrenchment of capitalist-

tiotied “to, strengthen the grip of the

“{Inited States and Rusfia (with England
" already an Ameriean satellite) upon the .

rest of the world, and the fast growing
competition between- them is clear for
all to see., Scientifi¢ advances pyramid
at an ‘ever i{hereaging rate, and under
society,
than ever in the hands of the ruling
class. (Nevertheless, the great atrides

" in technology, making available tremen-

dous spuvees of energy and, therefore, of

necentnate the  gontradictions of class

- society, To this point we return later.)

The current flight from a vessoned
and radical approsch td society, into the
arms of the ruling class (via r2form or
via religion}, .derivés in part at least

. from the feeling of impotence in the face

of  these historical developments, and

“from the evident inability of orthodex
Marxism, a3 represented by the various .. ¢of
. parties, to provide the answers. We
" teject, however, for reasons to be dis-

cussed below, the ides that the failure
of the parties means the failure of so-
cialism, And we gimilarly reject the
iden that gocialist politics can be imple-
mented by a “search for Absolute
Truth.” We sugpest that accurate
understandings of social processes are
obtainable by empirical inquiry designed
on the basis of class analysis.  And we
will demonstrate how these can serve as
a guide to nolitical aetion, Tt should be
noted that tha scientific radical behavior
are separable mattera: heve our concern,
is solely with the former. :

in this article the attempt is made to
ghow in outline, (1) The limits within
our social development enn be predicted
i relation to the possibilities for an
egalitarian socialist society; (2) possi-
Lilities for influeneing the courfe and
rate of class political development; (8)

© It is crucially im

Sore important types of deliberateé inter- i
vention ‘in  social . proeesses which

.radicals.can undertake; (4) some of the

politically important areas where know-
ledge iz lacking, The analysis is pre-
Jgented in three sections, I} Furst we
deal with the relevaney of scientific .
method to political action; and some im- |
plicationg of the revolt among radicdls
against utilization of seientific method.
1) In the second part we deseribe
briefly some of the principal patterns of
action among the major social clasaes
which are relevant to socialist politics,

III} And thirdly, we discnas specific

areas for political action, based upon the
preceding analysis, - and contrast them .

‘with the obscurantiat notions of the ‘anti-

Marxists” writing in the “New Roads”
series. )
1--SCIENTIFIC METHOD: A TOOL
. FOR RADICALS ‘ )
During the war years we heard a
great deal about the invaluable services -
rendered by the naturgl scientists on be-

-half of the war effort. The atomic -

homb was the super-duper culmination
of a whole series of military tools de-
vised in Allied jaboratories. People -
who disliked war on various political :
grounds could not help but observe the
‘serviee of the scientists, and-some drew
the infereries that not ofily the scientiats
and their works were serving the ruling

. clnsses, but -that even the scientific
" method, the gmeednres of inquiry used -
e .

“buresueracy. - World War Il has fune- . to -develop the knowledge applied for '

ruling ¢lass purposes, is politieally reac-
tionary. If it is not explicitly reaction- .
ary, then so closely has it appeared to -

"be interwined with the activities of the

ruling clanses.that it could hardly be.

‘relevant to -4 resistance and revolt

‘agraingt the status quo.
importent to draw a

.clear -distinction n science snd

Yechnology, method and its applicatien.

The same knowledge of nataral .dpheno- .
mena can be used to make death.dealing -
explogives .or .to- provide an )
gouree of . enmergy for production. In -

. a class society, the technological utiliza-

tion of scientific understandings are, of :
course, exploited for the social purposes -
‘of the rulifg class ;

Scientific procedures are employed in :
investigations in- the natural seiences, :

~These pragmatic methods are essential |

for getting results in terms of kriogledge -
of the underlying mechanisms and pro-:
ces. And the search for knowledge:
is channelized in our society in those :
fields where. it can aid profitability. ©
Similarly, in the social sciences, in recent |

.years, there have been certain gerious,,
_albeit limited, attempts to apply seien-’

tific methods for obtaining knowledge:
ahout sociéty.. What kind of knowledge?
The attitudes of workers at thefr jobs
"have been investigated with a view fo’
establishing the bases for management
manipulation of worker attitudes. BEx-
tengive inguiries are being conduc_ted'
irnder business and government auspices:
in puldic opjnion measurdment and con-.
trof devices And among the anthro-
pologists the latest irend is toward “ap-

" plied anthropology,” which means simply

appropriate arrangement of the eultural
jow-down on colonial peoples to facilitate
the peaceful administration of their gf-
fairs by offieials who, equipped with
such information, are better able tr
manipulate their charges. . :
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o indeed have been the attempts to
#ly acientifio methad for social inquiry
. hta probleme relevant to unti-atatus-quo
- polities. Virtually alt of prestmt-g:}‘
standnrd soviology and cconomies consist
of apologetics for claes society, or vari-
ua atterepts to keep it going, e.9.. s0-
clal work, or the Keynegian State-capi-
talism proposals.
- "Based upon detailed empirieal studies
of mid-nineteenth century capitaliom,
Marx was able to prediet the long-time
development in capitalism, which slashed

intc the mythology of the classical

apologiste: However, as with most first
" attempts to generalize the data of =
given field into an organized- sclence,
there were omissions and incomplete
formulations, What makes his work of
great significance to ur to-day is his
attempt to develop a seiéntific theory of
- _goeial change: that the processes of
. socinl changre oceur in a patterned way,
the pattern Leing determined loosely by
intaractions between the forces of pro-
duetion (ineiuding technology and nata-
ral resouress) at anv given time in the
saciety in  question, and the various
goelnt and business institutions present
ot that particular time; that in eapi-
talist gociety the motor foree ia the drive
to profit maximalization which produces
internetional competition for markets,
fmperialism and war; that when this
drive ean no longer be gatisfled within
the pxisting order of soclety the existing
drder will break down, and the agent of
this breakdown will be the vast bulk of
* the people who have everything to gain
and “nothing to lose but their chaina.”
This picture of soclety, even to-day,
best accounts for the general, long-range
‘developments of the last B0 years, since
" Marx Marx’s theories, however, did
. not predict history in the short-run.
" Whether or not Marx recognised this
fact it beside the point. What ia im-
pottant is that his followers did not.

In the natural sciences, following an-
nouncement of a hypothesis, it is tested,
developed, corrected, or thrawn out alte-
wethet, on the basis of the empirieal

investigations of subsequent workers. -

However, hecaure of the great political
interests involved, and the development
of manipulatory bolshevism, the fate of
Marxist theory has been quite different.
The Marxians who found validity in the
pidure of capitalist society which Marx
drew, set up an intellectual lm:rricﬂde to
~defend the citadel 'of hin writings down
to the last misplaced comma. Anyone
who deviated from the Interpretations of
the offieial disciples was denounced. One
had only two alternatives—to accept the

. ‘work as n dogma in feto, or to refect it,
Only rarely hos Marx's work been 2
as scientific hypotheses rather than final
statements,

The use of Marxism as party creed
rather than as an analysis has retarded
the development of the seicnce, and has
made the intellectual powerleasnesd of
_the parties inereasingly evident. Those
wha, in thiz situation, redected the erado
as z.whole came fo-mpport the stotus-
e via n miwber of channele: dire.d:
aeblAng. alabnentple sntiomplized ratorm-

Arriafam

Bty Tt tere

e A et erhi 2 . !
inllowed Mary's awn fnoisteps in tryving
o make 2 maore precise seientifie evalua-
tion of historical process. :

i B
Frast ooy b S

Sewme Implieations of the Searek for
Values:

The essayist's use of the word valices
here is uot in its mathematic economic
meaning, but in sense used in the dis-
cusgion of “New Roads”--the precise
usefulness of codes of behavior, which
leading to action bring about a meta-
. morphis to newer or chanped codes of
behavior, 4.c., engendering a revolution-
oy change in the baais of soetety,]

1t is well substantiated that the valuen,
ot codes of behavior, of individuals vary
with the soclal environment in which
they live. Thus, codes of behavidr may
be shown to differ for different socleties,
for different groups (especiclly different
accupational groups or classes) in our
society at a given time While there
are always individual deviants, one may
observe and measure the statistical cor-
relations of values as represented by
sccial attitudes, = with  occupational
group.. This is not to deny that peaple
act in & menner consistent with . their
personal values—but these values are, in
the first place, relative; and secondly,
are determined statistically hy the social

situation and not appreciably subject to -

arbilrary control. Changes in codes of
behavior which do cccur are the result
of altered conditions of living. Thus it
is the institutional arrangements in the
gociety which principally determine the
ways of acting of the individual. (If one
would ke to see values of equality
freedom, opportunity for creativity and
expression for everyone, ete., then one
must ascertsin: what morts of socio-
economic  institutional errangements
would make such a way of living pos-
sible or natural for everyone.}’

The inslstence upon scientifie handling
of the problem in no way detracts from

the possibility of action in regard to it;
the science directs the action; it shows

what action, how carried cut, may be

effective. The discovery af what soclo-
economic arrangements would make such

values posaible iz essential, but it Is the
activity of people, the class activiam,
the party needling, the talking and

experiences and public events, that
actnally bring - about the new walues.
The ugefulness of the scientifie investi-
gations, such as that conducted by Marx,

is to tell what actions, among what parts -

of the population, wih 80 fit in with the
changing economic arrangements as to
be effectiva, :
The scope of politiceally-direeted action
is particularly great because in periods
of changing economic conditions theré
are pregent both conservative and re-
sistant-progressive wvalues, Upholders

of éach of these values fight ‘to spread

their  acceptance. Individuals ond
groups whose activities include the pro-
motions of status-guo resistant values
thus help the actual bringing about by
the people of the social relationa made

possible by the  changing economie ar--

rangentents, However, which values are
resistant is determined not by absolutist
theory, but by investigation of the par
tieulnr socio-eronomic change i quees-
Finm

tr vewpn bifrorontt From tthe cone
!y csTr cHBine: eepalY s
“vaiuese-their codes of: Belavier--hy
appezling to them to do 30, or even hy
diseussing what are the codes they

writing, and the securrence of personal.’

“should” have, Such a evniception leads
#13t of all te political impotence, becaune
the predsure is- put on an area where it
can have no appreciable effect. Further-
more, thinking in. terms of universal
values implicitly carries with it the re-
fection of an analytic, stientific approach.
to the problemn of Implementing social
change, It separates vajues from ways
of living and makes them matters apart.
1f appealing to man’s better nature will
do the trick, then obvicusly there is ne
need for ditficult -and tedious analyses.
It ia no accident that in this society the
upholders of ""“universal values” zre in-
stitutione ltke the Catholiec Church. The

ex-Marxis{ trotting up in New Roads’
finds himself in strange company. The

rojection of seientific method ag a tool in

the study of society leads to obacurant-
ism, to metaphysies, and willy-nilly to

religion.

Most significant of all, it must. be .

noted that regardless of the intentions,
rejections of an empirieal, scientific pro-
cedure, in favor of absolutist snd ob-
scurantist conceptions, ieads, in effect,
Becanse of its politieal impotence, to

acquiescence to, and therefore support:

of, the. existing organization of society.
(Very much of the directly status-guo
supporting elements of the culture of
our society rests on such conceptions:
America, for all its faults, ig a Demo-
eracy; here people are Free and Equal;
the Church belongs to all Men; Every-
one has a Chance; the Best Man sue-
céeds). The personal motivations of the
acarchers for absolute values may be
anti-statua-quo, but so long as in effect
they obseure the actual (i.e.

ohservable)
ways of acting of the individual, If ope .
* politieal situation (by turning attention

from class sructure and its concomitants
10 abstract symbols which have no rele-
vanee to the material situation), then in
functien they serve but to bolster the
status-quo. . :

For effective political work, the turn
of events in the short run. becomes of
considerable importance. ~ For a short-

“run.analysis we need not & more in-

tuitive commentary on Marx, ahd cer-
tainly not -obscurantist ' non-science, but
great vefinement and elaboration of the

" mechanisms. of historical process. = -

It i3 clear that seientific tnethod has
shown itself the tool for the elucidation
of processes and wechanisms in the
natural sciences, To the guestion, can
it be applied in the sociel sciences, we
reply, it is heing applied in those areas
where it is in.the interests of the ruling
class to get certain bits of understand-
ing.
-ureas . where such understanding is not
in the interesta of the ruling claas, or
where the methods and categories of . a
scientific inquiry would nndermine the
function of a great part of social
“theory™ ag apologetics for clags soeiety.
{For example, pro-status-quo scientists
are inhibited in utilization of cless cate-
gories.) For persoms concerned with
effsetive radical aetion, however, there
are very many unsolved problems. More
detdfled understandings of the historienl

prewss TRt oo gainéd. | What i the
alireetbn: 0! davitopmen! .anwmny,
mugdrs class. cropy Fiyw  vom: the

speisl” attitude and actions of people be
changed, if at 2il17 How will the tre-
mendous energy available from atomic

It is systematically disconraged in. .

R

il
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fission affect the. business-directed tech-
nelogy snd subsequently the social insti-
‘tutiona?” ~ What arc the characteristics
of the growing technician occupations?
How can that influence the course of
resistance and revolt against the statis-

- qua? It ia beeause the extent of under-
standing of various trends such as these
is erucial in determining the most ef-
fective course of political action, that
seiontific method flrids
justification as a tool for radieal action,
The general character of scientific
method, as applied in the social sciences,’

- has beén elaborated by several writers
15, In the brief discussion which fol-

- show the workings of scientific method
in a pocial gcience based on Marx:
There is no reem here to colleet the
mountains of necessary data, check the
-eorrvectness of observation in terms of
our categories, and show their relevance
to the theoretical argurnent we.preagnt,
Such work will have to be pre-supposed
here. That does not mean that we are
free to say anything we wish., We cad
make only those stateinents that ‘are
derivable from the relevant data for
which there iz no space here. -

Even though the relevant datz for
each descriptive gemeralization in the
following sections cannot be shown here,
the reader can test their walidity in ac-
eordance with sueh majer method-
ological criteriz as the following: Are
the dats referred to, and the categories
in which they are grouped, operational
{observable}? Ig there a correlation
between the given behavior and the so-
cial. category that is most utilized,
namely, clasees in relation to means of
production? Is there 8 mechanism

. (indicated or referred to) relating the

given class group (in its social situa-

i . tion) and the resulting behavior of the

group?  Both mechanism and _comla-

i tion are necessary for establishing cas-

' ual connection. Loes the generalization
enshle prediction of people's behavior?
This is a test of its validity as an ex-
planation of cause and effect. -

.. The Marxist clesses arc used here as
the bagfc categories, because with these
categories it hag been posgible to obtain

tione of mechanisms relating class with
people’s actions, that have shown high
predictive velue.

II.—THE COURSE OF CLASS
- . DEVELOPMENT

Basie to the discussion is the _fact that
.whenever development of social-econo-
mic arrangements comes in the wake of

result of the reaction of the people to
. the changing conditions. If 8 country
develops power relationg among people,
which we call fascism, it is, in the last
analysis,
upper class imposed . them upon the
people (by what power could they do
s0?), but because the great bulk of the
people ‘acted in such & way 8§ to bring
. them sbout: not, of courss, that they all
had equal roles in
upper .class moved toward greater bu-
reaucratic control, and the mass of the
people was sufficiently dependent on it
{productionally
theae = moves, and s0 on. The very
power, privilege and wealth of 2 ruling
class is deseribable as a system of ac-
cepted ways—ways which are accepted,

lows it will, of course, be impossible to .

a wide range of correlation and desetip-

not beeause a Hitler or .an

ite empirical -

!

types of social sitwation. -

for. the most part unrecognizably, by
almost every person ir the population.
Waoye it not go, whiat makes the people
submit to the prerogatives «f the ruling
cinss, except in the case of a class ruling
by eongiest? The power of police ia
only a token power, which can be -used
againat individual deviants when the
butk of .the population is not prepared
to oppose the acts of tht police or of the
government. '

It is therefore pf interest to ask what,
within the framework of our categories,

‘are the facts about the actions of the

people, keeping in mind the particular
historical situation in which the actions
ocecul. In general, we will vee that
people do not act at random, they they
are not free agents who follow indeter-
minahle whims, but that they act in con-
formity with traditional ways, with pat-
terns of action for particular common
; Gradually
different wdys of acting arise, neither at
random, ner by intent, but out. of the
difficulty of caviying out the accepted
patterns -in the face of changing condi-

* tioma: thus peasants weve '‘content” to

the productional changes, it will be the -

this, but that the

or cutturaliy) to accept -

. conditions.

. ate,
these as independent unit subjects of in- -

live on feundal manors until the deve-

fopment of commerce ‘made possible
greater freedom and conveniences in the
growing cities (and created a class of
people who were interested in gefting
them into the cities) ;- people revolted en
mayse against the Catholic Church and
its “weltanschauung,’™ not at random
times, but as capitaliam hegan to deve-

lop; governments passed health - laws,

not in moments of deepened humanity,
but at ‘times when industrial develop-
ment or the military powers needed
strengthening - by healthier bodies
Conversely, patterns of interpersonal re-
latione contradictory to the technological
and institutional possibilities of a given
peviod do not have a chance. Nineteenth
century Utopian ss-given socialists were
Utopian basicelly beeanse the material
and cultursl conditions of their time
precluded any action toward a socialist
society. -
An important immediate advantage
scerues from the search for regularities
in people’s actions, and especially in the
way that they react to ¢hanging social
‘In terms of the ordinary
political discusgion we find ourselves in

- &n era of major changes due to such,
diserete and hard-to-evaluate events as. -

world-wide wars, Staté intervention in
the econamy, formation of fascist States,
It is impoesible as yet to discuss

vestigation and to discover what theiy
future history and long-range effect will
Le, .. However, what are total wars;
State economics, and so on?  They zre
all names for particular, if complex,
torms of social human activity,  They
all represent acts initinted by some
penple, fostered by others, submitted to
by yet others, and so on.  1f we investi-
gate what each of the groups involved is

- doing, such that their actions lead te

ward and so on, we find that their
several actions are not major new de-
partures, but continuations of their pre-
vious patterns of action ‘changed only
(as far as one canp determine} hy
changed conditions and by changes in
thie péttern of action of the other soeial
gioups,  When we talk in these terms

* (Jerman for “world outlook,” “amiversal
- yiewpoint.” -

“profit-making.

we no longer find ourselves in a world
of sharp  hresks and
éntities, but in ane of reiative regularity
and continuity,

What follows is no foolhardy attempt
to state explicitly the class relations of
our society to-day, or to predict in par-
ticutar -the changes which are on the
wWEY. Rather, it i8 a tentative and
approximate deseription of class reis-
tions, seleeting thoae changes which seem
to he of greatest jnterest to the problem
of defiring our road in politics, By
pointing out the division between bureau-

- eratic and productive eo-operations in

the middle elass, and the Jack of produc-
tive independence on the part of the pure
working class, the survey that follows
may .roughly indicate - the limits ‘of
political action'open to ns. In any case,
it is only with the aid of surveys of this
type that effective courses of political
resistante .can be set.

1 —The Clush in Power

The actions of the class in power are
most fully recorded, and we can sce how.
their actions gradually changed, The
very change from competitive to
monopoly “prieirig and concentration of
economic eontrol derives from the contin
ued carrying out by Dusiness men of
their pattern of aequisitive competitive
As business men fol-
lowed this pattern- it was unaveidable

‘that that accumnuiation nf capital should

result. And as they continued in this
pattern, under the changed “‘conditions
of doing business"” which accumulation
yvielded, it was unavoidable that even
‘greater accumulations should result and
that institetional patterns should change
as well (e.g., the separation of owner-
ship’ and control- in business corpova-
tions) Through it all, business
people have asted in the way which their

_culture et for them as the only way to

act, and that was taken as natural and
right by almost evervome else; to get

- maximum profitd from emplaving work-

erg and selling articles arnd to mainfain
their position of social control in ome
way or another . - ' -

-11~The Bidders for Power

If we leave out the office and store
clerks; and the other lower middle class
occupations which do not differ from the
broad working class in social power, in-
come, and opportunity, we find the majol

_remhants of the middle class in a grour

of oécupations which: foem the las!
stronghold of fluid class lines and of
the -gnpottunity to vise, These include
chiefly: the versons with technical o)
zeicntific training; the managers, whr
‘make major decigions on  production
(within the limits set hy consideration:
of - profitability), . and maintain  the
‘present  relations between the classe:

by guarding the power and status qu

incomé of the business man, by eontrol
ling the workers, ete.}; and the intel.
lectuals, the writers, artists, and the like.

" who express not only themselves, but als

many othérg of their weneration, an
who are therefore alle to represent ar:
in a-way’ influence layvre numbers o
people, : . 4
The type of work these prople do; an
the opportunities for extension of the.
work or of ite importance which are ir
herent in the inereasing scale of capita -
ist production, has given rise to varin -
‘dissutisfactions with capitalist social 1 -

unevaluated
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Atina,  There are often aimed at the
planlesaness of capitalism, the ineffici-
eney avidenced boath in poverty-amidst-
© plenty and in the non-utiligation of pre-
gent acientifte knowledge, the dog-edat-dog
character of this society, the lack of per-
* menal {reedom, the insuffeient importance
“in society of their own occupation or
. type of training. Some of these dissatis.
- tions can be met within the social-econo-
mie relations of a profit-making ruling
class; and those who are disturbed
primarily by their own exclusion from
the most privileged groups can do their
best to rise into them. This group in-
cluded many of the New Deslers who
want pianned economy at home with con-
“tinuation of private property and profit-
- ability, and who support the inter-econ-
omy competition from  profit-maximiza-
tion leading to world wars,
More important, however, for the pre-
sent discussion, are the dissatisfactions
-that imply rejection of competitive
" profit-making.  (£.p.. the resentmenta
aguinst planlessness, productional inef-
ficigney, and even the [ack of human fra-
ternity in this society.) Two aspects of
theso attitudes are of interest to us here:
Firat, they conform with the direction in
which the patferna of action of the busi-
. ncdy class are being gradually changed,
and would make possible a greater
utilization of natural resources than the
present capitalist patterns permit with
" the same _technologicnl knowledge.
Second, these, attitudes do not, for the
moet part, require an egalitarian svcial
#lriceture; they covld be satisfled by an
efficiently operated bureaucrsey, It is
quife important, though hardly surpris-
ing, that the class which can conduct a
buresucracy expresses ideala which could
he satisfied by that very social astructure,
Persons committed ta-these dissatis-
factiona muy feel themselves sincerely
anti-capitalist, but there are several lines
of action opened to them. 1) They may
compete for control of the government
apparatus, with the aid of those sectiona
of big business which arve prepared to
accept & mare planned economy, with .a
more direct govermment-husiness inter-
iock—a development which may well
: take place in some of the western capi-
talisms ', (2) They may seelt power
with support from parts of the roling
clasa (those with most to gain from im-
mediate State centralization) and parts
" :of the working or Jower middle class
(thoge having certain occupational or
personality features), - Such are, for
example, the left-wing fascist leaders.
© {3) These middle-class anti-capitalists
“ may form a “poptlar-front” with work-
ing ¢lass pennle,  The ideology of such
¢lags vollahoration would express the
% common anti-capitalism of both groups,
but would not contain a fundamental

sition to all class hule and to strue- - er
ol : devidtions ave primarily for their own

tura) inequality. ' This type of middle
clase-working-class co-nperation, leading
casentially tn the estoblishment of a new
claag rule, would make use of such copi-
talist-elacs fechniques as gppeais to au-
thoreity ami prestige, adventarvism, and
o on. (The leadership-ridden and mpre
mahipadatory  leftist  parties arve  ex-
nmples of this development.  Somewhat
simlar to thiz would he the Soviet bu-
raaycraey, which rose to power by
mediating between the peasants and the
tnduatrial workers.} e
class groups may themselves split up on

LR
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These middle

cccupational lines. The managerial éle-
ments will probably side with the more
far-sighted sector of the ruling class.
Many people from the more technological
oceupations, on the other hand, may find
themselves occupationally moving ecloger
to the working class. It is already clear
that numbers of gkilled technicians in in-
dustry will greatly inereage in the com-
ing period, with the growing intricacy of
productional techniques. .

The .development of a large technician
group ‘is only beginning, However, so

tion that we present here a series of
tentative hypotheses concerning the pos-
sible relation of parts of the technician
group with the working class. - Clearly,
the whole fleld requires considerable in-
vestigation, By technicians we mean the
whole range of oceupations, other than
simple machine-tending, which are ne-
ceasary for modern productional tech-
nology. It is assumed that in velation
to degree of contvel over their work these
occupations may range in statos from
one similar to that of skilled workers up
to the top-managerial status of the Vice-
President in charge of production. We
further nssume that a grest many of the
productionally necessary teehnicians will
occupy . the lower statuses. To dis-
tinguish the technicians from the man-
agers (the latter ineluding, for example,
advertizers, social workers, salas and
personnel managers), we may say that
the managers are those who deal primar-
ity with people, while the technicians’
work is primarily with materinl and
machines.

In the ecoming  development of our
society, the bulk of technical people may
well find themnselves political atlies of the
workers, unable to grow into .a new

. raling class by themselves, but able to -

make common canse with the working
masses, with comparable objections to
capitalist-managerial bureaucracy. and
with comparable ideclogy for a future
society. = But such colaboration cannot
sevicusly develop on the basis of self-
sacrificing idealism. It will not develop
from the sbeientists whose hearts bleed
for the .poor worker, but from those
whose defence of their ocoupational and
individual interests msakes allies of the
workers. . It is therefore pointless, for
example, to blame scientists for working

_on the atomie bomh, since before the

governmental restrictions -appeared the
physicists had no oceupational repson for
refusing to work om it.  Oceupational
groups or economic ciasses are not
known to have deviated from their ac-
cepted ways and work in society for the
sake of some other group of humanity.
The accepted ways may make them act
for their own good, or in the inteiest of
the -ruling class (with whose interests
the rulture generally conforms); the

economic advantage and seeurity of life.
These devintions occur when their se-
curity- and swell being come into conflict
with businese needs, as is now ocecurrving
in‘the case of the atomic scientistz. The
impentanee of the stom bomb in relation
to the seientists’ social situation is not
that they heinously agreed to work on it,
but that they have now been subjecteu
to greater occupational contrel and de-
privation by the ruling class. B
The position of many people in the

technical occupations iz in certain re-

spects similar to that of the working
class. Technicians are directly involved
in the productive process; most of them™
have little administrative or coercive
power over other workers (only a few
participate in business management) ;
their share in the ponds of society, while
more thin that of the workers, is hardly
enough to engender, in most of them, any
great afféction for the ruling classes.

If with - the coming technological
chaniges, the occupational status of many -

. techniciane becomes fairly similar to that
ilnportant a Tole do they play in produc-

of the workers, such a situation would
probably be reflected in a growing eoin-
cideneg 'of social attitides in the two
groups, and could be experimentally de-
termined. . If such a merging does ocenr,
then 'a ecrudial .requirement for the
eventual classless organization of gociety
will hate been met. This is a techno-
logical requirement, . )
It means that there iz a fundamental
tatbrial "agreement bhetween the two
groups necegsary for the operation of
the productional téchnology. However,
we have still to consider the soeial-rela-
tions requirements, - How would & society
dominated by these groups be adminis-

- tered?

If the interpersonal relations of status,
cecreive authority, and- so on are the
necessary concomitants of modern tech-
nology, then the technology itself pre-
ciudes an agalitarian society; and the
various totzlitarian State arrangements
appear inseparable, Given such an as-
sumption, the only way to avoid totali-
tavianism wonld be the liquidation of
modern productional technigque. . Back
to handicraft, if not to roots-and-berries.
Such an approach ie found in much of
the current populatr and even scholarly
treatment, of the subject of bureauncracy.
ANl such. discussion is hased upon &
fundamental methodological error.” Two
elements of social organizations are con-
fused: a technical aspect, making and’
implementing decisions; and a soeial-
relational aspect, the kind of relations
among the persons involved, The same
productional.  output may be achieved .
with various kinds of social relations
among the persons’involved,

I1.—THE WORKING CLASS

We riow . consider someé patterns of .
action of the bulk of the populace, the
people who can have no thought of rising -
sppreéiably or of playing a leading part
in present-day society. Dekpite differ-
ences: hetween various occupational
proups within the working class, the bulk
of thent have been similariy affected by

. many technological and social changes:
" the ‘grouping into large. productiomal

unite; the struggle against powerful em-
ployers who confiol much of society, in-
stead of against the individual small boss
of ‘early. industrial capitalism; the
emergence of the government s mass
employer or agent of the giant employ-
ers.’, Under these changing conditions
signifieant developments may be seen in
working class action; the commonness of
maas-strikes; techniques such as the sit-
dow; managerial types of demands such
as the ULA.W.'s "look at the books;™ and
the New Yoik - Transport Union’s ob- -

Jection fo sale of the municipal power

plantg; the spread of labor and

nominally socialist electoral vietories in
pre-war and post-war Europe.
All developments of this tyvpe are, of
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course, “within capitalism.” Reformists
quite miss the point when they hope thnt
such actions ¢an add up to a change of
social power. On the other hand, radicsis
eannot afford to disregard the changes in
- patterns which are svidenced here, and
cannot agsume that they reveal nothing
about the future political action of the
. working class. The importance of these.
" economice activities appears only if we
ana)yse Whe component potterns of
action. In these intra-eapitalist develop-.
ments workers ake increasingly “habit-
uated to mass actions involving almoat

all the members of an oeccupation. Work-

. ing_ clnss gromps often co-operate with
each other, as in sympathy strikes and
refusals to cross picket lines. They

-+ have shown themselves able to hold out
very long for their demands, and they
have in many cases paid no heed to the
blandishments of “national interest,” of
chureh and civie leaders, and of the
government. They have shown a wide-
apread resentment of the boss and his
class, which is expressed, for example,

L in induatral sabotage. They reveal
k- many departures from the attitudes
B which capitalist culture sought to in-
3 " culeate, including embryonic attitudes
“ against capitalist property relations and
A the significant lack of enthusiasm for

World War IE - : :

The existence of these attitudes and
-actions is undoubtedly compatible with
present-day capitalism. Buot the ele-
ments of which they are made up in-
clude, together with their petting-along-
in-capitalism techniques, zlso modes of
resistance to the present relations of pro-
duction. ' These modes change with the
changing of technology and of business
patterns, and one task of a radieal is
uot to bewail their enrrent insignificance
but to note their presence and try to
evaluate the degree and direction of their
future growth. -
.. In seeking to evaluate their future
L growth we must first ask why are these
-~ patterns of resistance so retarded at
" present. It is not that the people do not
- . resist, or dn not seek hetter conditions

«Tor. themseives, The hard-fought strikes
- and the ¢onsiderable differenees in social
“-:attitudes hetween workers and bosses

suffice to vevesl the tlass struggle and

incipient consciousness. It is certainly
. not-that. people do nat overthrow their
. rulers ax long as they have the minimum
requisite for biclogieal survival, .

We-have then a situation wherein the
working elass exprewses eonniderable re-
efstance o the preseal velations of pro-
duction, but does not carry its resistance
out to the point 6f ahandoning these ro-
Iations—relations whieh are muintained,
In the last analysis, hecsuse and as lang
as the grent bulk of the peonic aerept
them. What are the brakes that slew
down resistant netitng snd besp them
within capitalist boundat ] -

One obstacle is the fact that the work-
ing class is not to-date: in & position to
earty out and intprove tipon modern pro-
duction by iteelf. - Contrary in the stosh
expression, objeetive qxruumu; Brr ot
“ripe and rottefi rTipe! for s wnrking
class

ous technical occuvations to the warking
class becomer a question of prime -
portance Cowe e

busine

" books.”

L0 ey with cae

revolutién.” . Trduetrial workers i
cWHE dedeloy betwpen the amt bnfotia g

cannot prodiice techhielarnn, wo thut the.
* social and politieal rélution of the varl

Conditions ‘which ey move taichmics

fans toward a working class status afe

only now developing. " Furthermore, at
present neither industrial workers nor
technicians have the know-how and ten-
tative blue-prints for deciding what to
broduce and when, under what circum-
stances to distribute production, znd so
on.  These decigions are now made by

and managerial people, on the
basisa of a roundabout calculation in

- which thé uitimate determinant is profit-

ability. To make decisions about produc-
tion without this accepted pattern re
quires .considerable awareness—at least
among workers and technicians—of the
present patterns, and of the social and
technologic . considerations on  which
brofitless production. decisions could he
made. Preliminary steps in this direc-.

tion may be seen-in union discussions’
with management on matters of produc-

tiom, and in. the implications of the
U.AW'es demand for “a look at the
We, too, can make production
decisions.

he other hrake on working class re-
sistance to dapitalist conditions is their
acteptance of many sttitudes, beliefs,
and patterns of action .which developed
ont of the long years of business rule,
and which the ‘business class tries to
foster in all ways. These are the per-
vasive cultural features of a class sociely

—the absolutist beliefs like religion, the -
reliarice upon leaders and the devalua- |

tion -of one’s own importunce in aotiety,
the assumption. of the naturalness of
profit and private ownership of means

of production, -the open or snenking ad-.
miration for the “captains of industry,” h
and.so on, Taking these for granted, or

being. unready to oppose them as unde-.

sirable and partislly imposed patterns,

deters people from acting consistently .
and effectively against those features of °

this society which they are even now
ready to oppose. . For the subtler” and
more ideological features of our culture

are interrelated with the move abvious

and economic features of productional
relations,  If o worker feels that it is

sinful, or if it never oceurs o him that.
he and his fellows could get along with- -

out. the capitalist government and the
whole boss class, his class actions will

necessarily be limited: he may strike for

better pay, but he will hardly carry ot a
revolution.

As we have seen,‘the devclopment of .

working class action is not only a mat-
ter of its relations to production and to
the ather classes, but also-of its rejec-
tion of the culture of class rule. It

may be expicted that working-class dis-

satisfactions bring aboutt awareness Qf
the eontradictions hetween theiv prae-
tical desires and their accepted heliefs
rnd attitudes, leading to a recognition of
the undesirability to them, ov the fraud-
uient character, of these heliefs and
rititudes.  As such recognition grows,
and ax the workers {and technicians)

“rathopadize 1o thomselves their bhroaden-

g aprhaition (o capitallat Rud irega-
eratle telatingy, it in to e expected shat

e getorsd Yreakdowyr of ‘motpal undes

signding wnd sympaily, v an inability
Y K othr: g fel'nw humanas,

bl and thee whe aubaod class riie,
This Btaenrion, ach an was derelaping in

CpreiNaed Busspe, b the precniaos (nt

nocenrntlly  dmmedlaee)  of o majar
el

igre. {4 $he fativing of gocinl action. :
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Various acts of the ruling class may
affeet the growing rejection of class-
rule culture and the actions to which
such rejection eould lead. The effect of
wars, State intervention, and revision of
early capitalist economi¢ institutions in .
the direction of State capitalism, eannot
be evaluated ag yet, They may slow
down popular dssatisfactions and the -
awareness of contradictions; but there
is nothing in them that ecan halt or re-

"verse the process which Jeads to these

dlisaatisfactions. “The State vs. the

. Individual” may be z new departure in .

economic forms—but not fundamentally
in patterns-of social action. For the

: State is not an impersonal foree oper-
-ating against people, but rather a spocial

case .of interpersonal relations amony
the people—rulers, workers, ete,—of the
country. A government is no more than
what the people ‘let it be, or can be
forced to aceept

The development of more or legs plan-
ned ruling class m_anipulntim}, of cultura .
and personalities may zlso "have some
effeet. There is no reason, however, to
think that such techniques of the Brave
New World ' cain actualily make peaplg’
inte  unreasoning conditioned . animals
who- will never calculate 1heir awn ma-
terial interests. Tt is not-the condition.
ing that seems improbable, but the ef-
fective exclusions of hedonistic veason-
ing. . .

Before  leaving the subject of the
course of clasg getion, netice ought to
be taken of a number of possible queries.

The question “why have masses not .
become socialist?" is answerabie in terms
‘of the preceding. diseussion. The work.
ing people are not yet in position_ to
carry. out the whole .of social -pro-
duetion, 19 the “teckinicians have not

" {as yet} been sufficiently separated off

from' the business managers tn hecome
part of n growing resistance, among
producers, to the relations of ciass rule;
and the culture of the statys qia deters
in¢ipient resisters from hecoming aware

- of the system of relations and from act~

ing adequately aguinst t. However, the
faet that the “masses have not beeome -

- socialist” is seen to be no pronf that

they may uot; the direction of develop-
ment gives no cause for hlack despair.
The failure of the variouz political
patties; too, ean not he used ag an argu-
ment againet the developmient pictured .
here. - True, the parties express opposi-

. tion to various featurés of capitalism.

Rut they are not the sole measure of
that opposition, for by their very struec-
ture and methoda they are also part of
the present social structure and exXpress
its influence: they -are built on lines of
leadership  and  authority, eontain
machines or insider-groups, call on the
masses to follow them, and so on. At
times when their own development and
the conjunction.of outside circumstances
lead worlker's to mass action, the workers
may act through lef#ist parties (as they
did in Germany in 1919). But when
such periods pass many workers pass -
from the party: quite pragmatically, .
they may hive used the party when they
needed zn organized vehicle, hut. they
eame primarily. for the action, not for
the resistant expression afforded by the
party, Paring - such lulls bhetween

“perieds of setivism, the tendency to stay
Cwith

the  party. is  refatively rreater

", smong the theoristy, the petit hourgeois,
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Varions personality grottps such as the
burcnueratie, nnd those who pet some
sutiafretion fromedividing their Hic he-
twoen capitalist ecenpations and party

: agtivities. - All this iz not to say that

the parties are not, In particular his-

“tgrieal situations, valuable tools in the

class struggle, Parties ‘and political

“‘eampaighs are a major part of the pro-
* "eess which yields
"+ evonontic conditiona, _
nclude such important functions i the

political action out of

witnming  over of tochniciana and
“seientists to working class politics, in

- periods of depression or of pariial prole- -
"+ tarization of technienl cecupations.

*_ The crushing of the various labor and
socialist parties, and their trade unions,
fn Germany and other fascist countries is
also not a contradiction of the develop-
mert of class straggle. Except in'a
specidl cage, Nazism was no “vietory of

© the middle class over the working clags.,”

If proof were needed, it would almost

- suffice to point out that. the German
© working class  did

not fight seriously
againat it. . Part of the German and
international " ruling -class and of the
German middle class utilized working
class opposition to many eapitalist con-
ditions ae a hasis for gaining consider-

*. able mass acceptance (if not support}

for changes toward more bureaueratie
patterns. There is no denying that the

_resflt was a considerable set-back to the
. masses of the people.
" denying that comparable developments,

There is algo no

‘baeed on Povrreaponding situations, may
catablish terrible capitaliet-managerial
hureancracies elsewhere. Rut the “fault”
is ihe working class’ own unreadiness,
and the unreadiness is one that ean be,
and perhaps is being, decreased along the

" lines judicated above.

Lustly, even the history of Soviet Rua-
sia does not prove the impossibility of
caleulating the course of the class strug-
gle. Tt neither makes sense, nor is i

' necepsary, to picture the U.S.S.H. as a

‘glorious workers’ State gone sour be-
caunge of the perfidy of one man or of a
elique. The Russian revolution cccurred
in a country in which peasants were the
main producers in an economy of general
acarcity, with industrial workers a small,
though important second. . N

" Although the particular historieal situ-

- atfon marde the workers the leaders of

the revolution, it was inescapable that
the basic economic relations should be

" . determined hy the development of the

patterns of action of the pemsant class
as well as by those of the workers.
The Russian workers were not tricked by

. unforesecable personal or other factors.

The development was in fact. forescen,
and.foreseen vn the basis of an analysis
of class action essentinlly simifar 'te the

_ one pres...ced here

We had previously asked what cou}d
make the mase of people want to Hve in
2 egalitarian gocialist manner. The de-
velopment of the techhology is such as to
meke possible a sufficiency of material
goods.  Workers and techmical people
appear to be developing towards -being
able to administer and. opevate such a
technology. These, however, are neces-
sary, but hardly sufficient co_ndat:qns. for
an egalitarian, socialist society. What

ahout the direetion of institutionally pat.

terned behavior? e T

One of the large gaps in ‘avm[ab]e in-
“formation on soeial change is the under-
standing of how  {by what interrela-

Their worle ean -

liond}, and in what precise direction, the
ihstitutiunnl[y patterned behavior and at-
titudes of occuputionat froups are tend-
ing.
tittle- has been scientificzlly established.
It s known that socisl attitudes of
people - viry <ith theit occupational
(class) group. - And this eatablishes a
rélationship between gocinl attitudes and
materinl-technica! factors, This entire
area of inguiry, requiring the utilization
of socinl-psychologieal hypotheses and
tethniques, needs development,
It will now b
argument presented here.doet not claim
ta answer out of hand all the probleins
of New Rdads in polities. = The import-
‘ance of the science-bused formulation is
not that it takes a “position” on every-
thing, but that it poses each problem in
& way which i manageab) e, whieh
permits’ the upplication of scientifie in-
quiry- to discover the relevaut regular-
ities. For this purpose we use the avail-
able evidence and validated thearies, in-
- cluding the basie construetinn of Marx.
We may say that the very conduet of
such un inquivy is a necessary politiea!
act, for [t makes yiossible intelligent de-
libérate interventions in the varipus
social processes. o
In this brief sketeh of recent and pos-
sible future developments: it was impaos-
gible to stop =t every seéntence and show
scientifie validation. However, the use
of scientific proceduie was involved in
the very fact that such a Rurvey of clags
" relations Is gone through before we pro-
cted to ask what- politica) action ig avail-
- able to us to-day. . The survey which has
just been completed here shegan  with

statements: about an- explicitly gelected -
set of categovies: thé classes in relation -

tq the means of produetion. These state-

- ments were presented as- summisries of =

evidence, although the date eould not ‘be
shown here, and could hardly ha refevred
to. * Regularities appesring from- these
statements weke then sought. And the

conclusions -sbout political action whith

will now be offered will derive from a
consideration of these regularities of
clags action,

In what follows we discuss the eriteria ‘

We do not ask

for individual action. - ¢
stiuctures

here  what organizational

wounld be effective for what realm nf this -

action,  ‘Such further

what kind of parties and gro
fective in_what situstions, would have:
to be devived from a refinernent of oup
knowledge about class action.

(To.be coneluded i vext isnne)

YOU CANNOT  FIND .THESE
REPORTS: ANYWHERE ELSE.

Four eye-witness, on-the-spot - state-
ments an Soviet Russia by nén-profes-
sional obhservers {workers, camp inmutes,
ete.):

questions, e.g9.

1. How the Souict Lowar Class Wark-

ed, Lived, and What the Bussian Lahorer
Thonght in 1945-1944. oo

2, Tatks With Rusaion Prinopers in
France., :

3. Labor aitd Concentration Camps in
I".8.8.R. . : T

5o 1 Wea Liherated by -the. Reeaszios
’T‘Fnﬂ'p.‘?. . s

A hinnty objentivi analyvein of warid
volitieal situation: NOVIET ENIGMA.

Five Statements for §1. Write to
NEW VIEWS, 6505 Fifth Avenue, New
York, 17, NY,, .S A,

Bt e L

Hero is an area’ where retatively .
- to meet

be clear that the whiple -

groups are ef-. -
s Socialit

wiLL IT BE AU-REVOIR? o

With this issue the Sonthern Socialist
fnternutional Digest fapes a financial
crisis,  Funds are. no onger avajlable
current expenses. The deficit
on encl {ssue being over £20, which,
together with the failure to contact a
Young, vigorous Socialist to aceept the
position of manager, and 40 relieve J, A,
Dawson, whose health iz breaking down -
through overwork, makes the position -
serious. L

Unless we can increase our paid sub-
scriptions to & rumber that ‘will bear:
some fair portion of the cost of publiea- -
(ton (at.present paid subscriptions only
totu] one-tenth of the number of copies
mailed) we will not e nhle ta surmount
our difficuities, - . i

Please, readers, send us a paid sub-
seription and get sube, from your friends
and fellow-workers. .
. In the meantime we will gladly receive
Donations towards Cost of Printing.

NECESSARY READING .
. The Russian State Party Newslettor on
Contemporary Communism, .
‘  Puoblished -by Ruth Fischer, 319 Went
80 Street, New York, 24, N.Y., U.S.A.
" Readers in Britain can now subeeribe
-to The Ruséian State Party by notifying
the above and sending remittance of 16/-
for one year N
My Heinrich Jakubowicz, _
" - 8:6 Northwood Hall, L
. Yondon, N.6, England, -
Freedom, fortnightly, 6/« per year,
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