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YoucanT BAN PEACE! |

we S“’eal' > o o |

use it for ends other.- than odvancmg world pecce

“Te Welcome ces . :_j‘;;?_\

' workmg for peace.

- We Challe'ngé e

: The action of the ALP. Executlves of N SW and V:ctona in
banning the Australian Peace Council and thereby dividing and
-confusing the Australian people at a time when all should unlfe
in defence of peace, wrespectwe of pohhcul dlfferences

-

‘Ve Invne ceee

: The AL P Executwes honestly to admit the accurqcy of ’rhe
“facts stated in this folder, to lift this petty ban and to place no .
_more obstacles in the way ‘of the thousands of A.L. P. mémbers who
‘are ac’r:vely supporhng the work of the Austrahon Peoce Councﬂ

REV.A M DICKIE REV V. JAMES B REV F J. HART!.EY
' (Chmrman) : - {Joint Hon. Secs ) R

That ‘rhe Commumsf quty dld not estcb[:sh the Austrahan
Peace Council, does not coritrol its policy or ‘activities, and cannot

The support of members of all pollhcol pcrhes wnthout excep-
tion, who sincerely- want peace and who are prepared sincerely. to
co- opero’fe ‘with others of dn‘ferent poimcql and rehgious bellefs\ L

s




cxecntive of the AL.P.
R VS support the principle of the peaceful co;existencé'df
systems and to oppose ali military alliances and acts

of aggression which viclate ‘
the United Naiions.Charter and_render ineffective the United Nations organi- e
sation. - ’ : ’ K :

To demand- the immediate limifation of armaments and the

satomic encrgy for war purposes, ‘ L o TR
.. To make known -the facts’ concerning internatmnalvr_ela.tlons, the causes o

war and the problems and aims of peoipie of other countries, . . . .- .- e
.- To expose and counter all forms of war propaganda, and all appeals to race
“hatred’ and prejudice, L . Lo o ey
To advocate self-determination and national independence for "all, peoples

. To co-operate: fully with all genuine Pesce Movements at home and ]
:2-.Fo collaborate with other bodies in defence of our demoeratic ’_liperties ‘and

" institutions. L ) L ) o e s
o Subsequent to the adoption of these objects, the Council; after full discussion;
ment of Australia in_a- ‘military Pacific kadc o

With astonishment and
that your Executive has deci

concern we have read in the new_épdpsers
. cil and expe] any member o

ded to ban the Australion Peace Coun
f'the A.L.P. taking part in its activities,
. In the absence of any direct advice from yvour party, we must rely on newd-
- paper- reports for an explanation of your extraordinary action. ;. According: o
‘- these, your reasons are that the Australian Pe i
Iished and i controlled or used by the Comm e
and is therefore taboo as z “Communist, Front” organisation.”: | ..
e are at a loss to understand the basls on which you reached thess.
. clusions, since ng inqguiries as to our constitution, membership, policy or actiy
were addressed to ys, - : \ - St R b
", . The Communist Party diq not establish the Awstralian' Peice “Council, daex
.ot control its policy or activities and cannof use it for ends other than advaneing
the cause of world peace, . : ’ ST e

s ., These are matters of fact, capable of proof,

_ 'd;i.ﬁel;éli.f'_.social
. dutldwing of

declared ifs apposition to the involve
~and its opposition to conscription. - ‘ 5 o o
.. Does” your Executive disagree with us on questions. of policy? It
_ should he interested to know which points of our policy you oppose.

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL: ~ *
T AL questions of policy .and all activities of the Council are decided by -
Council menibers thetselves, meecting moenthly, Between meetings, its affairs ..

are managed by an Executive Committee whose - members are listed. above, .
There is not, nor can there be, any outside control. ) S i :

. The Australian Peace Council hag neither sought nor received, either directly: -
or indirectly, one penny from the Communist Party, or any other politigal party.
What funds we have are raised by the sale of peace buttons, by voluntary dons-
tions from ‘individuals and ‘organisations, 'and from functions and  meetings ...
organised by the Council - I S -

Soj‘ﬁn‘e ..
. sider your decision, failing which we
i this letter in the hands of every me

__'The Australian Peace Councit was forﬁaed,"a.nd its ‘objects defired) at g
meeting held in the house of the Rev. Victor James, Cathedral Place, Melbourne,
on Friday, July 1, 1949, o o o St

will consider it our duty to place a.topy. ef
mber of the A.LP. in Victoria, DS

iR

PERSONNEL: R N B
- ol PR Lt
. The 'original or foundation members of the Council were?’
~Thomas, Rev. F. J, Hartley (Methodist), Rev. A, M. ie. ian), Re
V. James (Unitari_a‘n), Mrs. D, Blackbirn, M.H.R, Messrs. - Leonard - Manz
- (author), J. ¥, Cairns (University lecturer), P, Dalby’ Davison’ (author); Frian
_-Pitapatrick. chistorian and journalist), g, B. Christesen’ (editor), G, H, Birrchet
: (Journalist), T, M. Gleeson (President, Victorian Clerks’ Union), A. J. Cregsr
. (Fresident, AR.U,), Dr. R, C. Traill (scientist) v J. Rogers (Director, Australip.
-Boviet House), N. Rothfield (President, Jewish Councily, M, C. Nunan. (Vice.
President, Victorian Legion of Ex-Servicemen), J, W, Legge (sclentist), W. ®
~Allen (Federation for Resistance to War), Mrs, R. Bell (Presldent,. New Hotisns
“wives’ " Associntion), Heather Wakefield (Student Christian Movement), Judith
: Lyell (Student Christian Movement), Valerie Wadsworth (University -Inter-
X ;ﬂ:iion)al Co-operation Ciub), Rachel MecLaren (Presbyterian’ Youth Organi«
on). o : L -: S R
1 At the foundation meeting, an executive committee of six was elected.. com
Prising Rev, A, M. Dickle (Chairman ‘and Hon, Treasurer), Rev, F. J. Hartler:
&nd Rev. V. James (Joint Hon. Secretaries), Mr. J, F. Cairns, Mr. J, Rodgers,
Miss Heather Wakefield, - ’ ' e ;

Later, divisions of the Couneil were formed in other{States_, equaliy repre«
_8entative of the community at large, and top the national executive were: added
Canon W.. G. Thomas, Mr. I. Turner (Australlan Student TLabor Federation},
Rev, Gwyn Miller (PresIQyterian), and Mr., A. Robertson (jowrnalisty, . Miss .
Simpson (Vice-President," Woollahrs State Electorate Council of the ALP,) was
ppointed Secretary of the N.S.'W. Division,. of which the Chairman 15 Mrs.
Jessie_Street, n very distinguished Australisn and wife of the Chief Justice of
New- South Wales, s C T I P
S( 1Ei:lan 1t seriously be argued that the Australian Peace Council
y the

Comrunist Party, or contains even
munists? : ‘

- The objects of the Australian Peace Council were adgpted at the inaugural

meeting in_July, 1049, They are: T T A R T T
- ‘To. mobilise publie opinion in Support of the Uniieg Nations. Charter: dnd’

against ihe idea that war ls inevitable. - - - R R R St

THE PEACE COUNCIL AND THE COMMUNIST
CPARTY; T T TR RERAERT

" . Your spokesmen have pointed to the fact that we receive support from the - :
Communist Party. and from -ts paper, the “Guardian,” as proof that we are a- .
“Communist front” organisation. ‘o . L o
w . Wg welcome the support of any section of the community. . We-do-- -
~mot . apologise for the faet that the Communist Partv ' eand itg. "
-, paper have urged their members to supbort our activities; we welcome it, and -
- regret that your Executive has not given a similar lead to the hundreds of -
“"ALP. mentbers’ who are Individually assisting us. - . Y

.. -We do not ask our subporters whether they are Communist, Labor or- -
Liberal. The only question we ask is: “Do you sincerely want peace, and .are
_¥ou prepared to work for peace with others, regardless of (differing beliefs?" -
- War, if it comes, will be no respecter of fihe political i . e
iow The terrible catastrophe of an atomic war can only be met and defeated - -
i ination of the peoples, especially' the working .~ -
‘ ) is controlled:
8 substantial minority of - Com

. » -

oo In , of life itself, we ask you, again to consider .S’oin
_responsibility in this matter. : e

‘ABOVE AND BEYOND PARTY POLITICS: .
. "We urge you to acknowledge that ! *he Australian Peace  Council
.men ‘and women of differing -political and religi

this—that we must work now as never . ;
.. We sincerely believe that the general Dolicy of our Counei) i
which can guarantee a.lasting peace; w
" on our-actions for peace, . _

} 5. the only-policy
e ask you to judge us on this policy and




B

. or of any other . .
you to place no obstacles in the way -
your members and supporters who wish o be dctive -
in the cause of peace. In fact, we ask more--we ask-that the members of your -

Executive, as individuals, give their sympathetic support to our activities for
peace. . . ' L . : :
: papers. which we ask the members of =
ive will receive this app
and will co-operate fully in this great work—th
happy, secure future for the Ausiralian people.
’ Yours faithfully, ) .
AUSTRALIAN PEACE COUNCIL,

{(Signed) Victar James, F. J. Hartley {Joint Hon. Secs.).

1

Herefg W{@{{t ‘You; ‘Q‘ay '_D;o For
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PEACE:

®  Vote in the Peace Ballot
®  Join o Jocal or job auxiliary

,® Send delegutes to the Australian Peace Congress
(April 16-19, 1950) ' ‘ .

CONTACT THE PEACE COUNCIL IN YOUR
STATE: '

MELBOURNE: Sec., AP.C., 2nd Floor, 330 Lit. Flinders St.
SYDNEY: Sec., AP.C., Tst Floor, 175 Hay St.

BRISBANE: Sec., Queens!or-wd Peace Council, Box 2(595 W, G.PO.. -
. ADELAIDE: Sec., AP.C., Box 1494, G.P.O. R
. PERTH: Sec, AP.C., Box N 1073, G.P.O.

HOBART: Mr. D. C. Jacob, “Innisfrae,” Pil!inge-rs’ Drive, Fern‘Tree,
Tas.. : : L

Capricorn Printing Co., 289 Flinders Lane, Melbourne. °




