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- .  THE' ROLE-..OF. THE 
,AR_TIST TODAY 

9 Mr. Blake,.Secreiary, Victorian Sta te  Committee of the 
Communist Party of Australia, recently opened the-Anti-Facist 
Exhibition of the Contemporary Art Society of Austra'lia a t  the 
Athenaeum Gallery, Melbourne. - The  following article, which 
represents his  Address in a ' very much condensed form, 

, epitomizerthe orthodox communist point of view. 

I N the- t r tan~c  wor ld  struggle In which we RQW f ~ n d  ourselves engaged, ~t 
1s ~r-rposstble f c r  any of our people or anv sect101 or group o f  our people 

to be neutral  
The  Fascists a lm a t  the r test ruct~on cf the national cul ture of al l  th; 

oeoples whom thdy set out  to dorn,t late a n 1  enslave, and there 15 no  room 
where t rules for such ;I t h ~ n a  a ?  cu l tu  JI democrac~  The Fasc~sts rndeecl 
look upon the people as betnq rnn;rtel\. ~ f i f e r r o r  an4 rncapable of developlna - t h e m e n t a l  c a p a c ~ t v  o f  aesthetrc cersc to c.oorer82te the hrgher in te l lec t~ra l  .. . 
arid artistic ~ u r s u i t s .  . . 

The -~day i  of world Fascicm '?r&, hc\..cv?r; n;~rnhered, 2nd a t  last the road 
has been cleared on  a wor ld  sca!c for (15  t7- ppu+L? f0rwc.r.l to encompass t h ~  
complete and f inal  defeat o f  i ts cv i !  forccs 

I n  this great s t r u g g ! ~  f c r  world frer:!cn:, for cu l ture and progress agarnsl 
Fascist barbarism, i t  is o f  Qit~I-~ni !1cr~-,7!~cc that  ondr artists should play the i r -  
c a r t  toaether wrth a l l  the rest s f  our people 

I n  the  resent ~ e r r o d  o f  world h~s to r v .  art can only be profoundly  r - . . 
c rea t i ve - i f - the -a r t i s t  Aainta ink and develops the closest 6&ds 6 f ' f r i endsh ;n  -.-. . ----- 
w ! t h  the ~ e o ~ l e .  ~ L I T  artists m m o w  an'd.anc!er<tand the deepest thouqhfs 

8 8 - 
-and dreams of _the pe~p!e,  fhe h o p e r a n d  the asp:ratronS o f  fhe people 

The  art lst  m u s t  have 2 deep and  gro fo - rn l  knowledge o f  the people, 
h e  mus t  understand and sh'lre their ,o \s  and grief, the art!st must feel 
and ref lect the I t v~ r i g  ~mpu l sec  . . c,f the people 
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-- N o  artist can create a n y t h ~ n q  o f  s ~ q n ~ f r c a n c c  tf he  IS Isolated f r om  the 
peoplisr-if h 6 ' f i i s - m c a p e  f r om  the-s te rn  facts of the  p-sop_leLs-war_: 
against Fascism A n y  a r t ~ s t  who trles to f ~ n d  escape f r o m  the  great events 

. - ' o f  the day in some ivory tower is dcomed- to  s t a g n a t i o ~  and artistic impotence 
These days o f  heroic deeds by the common. p.eople.,are ,glo;ious days 

for the c'reative ar t is t : - !  need.only  remind y o u  that  the  f inest musical  c o r n -  
posi t ion of our  , t ime  is . the  seventh symphony o f  Soviet co'mposer D m i t r i  

- .  .Shostakovich, created last vear amid the'  thunder  'of  Naz i  qun?, before - ,  . r .  - .  
--en. 

. -,. - -- 
, %r quo t i ng  an  old Russian proverb, L K h  says: 

, . "When the  guns speak, the  muses are silent," Shostaltovich d ~ c l ~ r e c l  
his views o n  his ar t  when h e  said:  "Here the muses s ~ e a k  toaether w i t h  the 

, . . - - . . . 

.4uns " -- - 
The work o f  our ai t ists mus t  stritc6 de;dly blows a p i v s t  Fasclsm d i rect ly  

- . and ,abwe a l l  b y  .reflecting 'the heroic s t r q a l e  o f  our  ~ e o p l e  and oor coldiers - against.:Fax+.m. By. every--means at the disposal o f  our  artists they must  
rouse i n  oui .peopIe' the sDirit of f a i t h  in the  t r i u m ~ h  o f  ' t he  qreat cause for  

-- which we are' f ight ing,  a& summon them to herdic deeds i n  ba t t le  and ~ I T  

~ - p B 5 I - j - ~  - -- = - - . - _ _ _ _  
I n  n o  seme-does this imply  a 'slavish copying agd repr .oduct i~n~ 'o f  people;' 

it does mean that  the  artist, mus t  feel ~ r o f o u n d l v  the innermost str iv inqs . o f  the  people-if he  is to  produce reall" i r ea t i ve  ar't. 
. T h e  art ist  m u s t  feel .i.n .his .heart  the horror  o f  the  abyss i n t o  which, 
~ i t l e r '  and t he  Fascists a re .  seeking to  hu r l  human happiness and l iber tv ,  
and the achievements o f  world cu l ture,  

-Our,&t mus t  b'e armed w i t h  the most  advanced and humani tar ian Ideas. 
+hece,i iq b e  n o  doub t  that  the noble, ideas bound u p  y i t h  'the war against - Fascist. -barbarism, .of reason aga~ns t  ignorance., o f  l i gh t  'hgainst darkness 
wil-l he lp  t o  create works of a r t 'wh i ch  are ful l ! -worthy c f  t he  great epoch . - 

--  ~n history through which we are now I-lving. 
T h e  Aust ra l ian a r t i s t s 'whose  work is exhibi ted here to-day Are 

-- undoubtedly s t r iv ing i n  this direct ion. 
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