
Chaucer's love of English trees 
I,aupl,. :~lolig tiit. centuries. 
hlud-smeared saints, by Ganga stream 
Ever of the Lotus dream. 
Palmers seek the Cross of Christ, 
;IIerchants, uood of Sandal spiced. 
T h e  Ye\\ has ballads, famed of yeomen, 
Border rei\ ers, Slier\\ oocl howmen. 
Cherry hlosson~s of japan,  
Geishas, dance on screen and fan. 
Druid Oalz and Viking Pine, 
Houri P a l m  and Bacchit- Vine. 
Sultan Cedar, Shepherd Beech, 
All are praised in singing speech,- 
Poison trees of jrlngled Cuba, 
Buddha's Bo, the Prophet's Tuba, 
Eden's Apple, and the Rose 
'That in Persian garden grows. 

* * * 
Gaunt the Red Gums rise, and brood 
I n  primeval solitude ; 
Mystic, 'neath thp s u n  and moon, 
W h n  can tell the Red Gum's  rune I 



Jlcn ha1.c straj.c.d \\.id1 cxch rebirth 
1:roim tlw ('radle of the  earth, 
Till their hcarts p o \ v  sick, a n d  fain 
Ti) return, and find again 
Far, forgotten forest places, 
Sa\.age sp1endou1-, silent spaces, 
,311 the raptr~l-c. :1n0 thc. rush 
(If the Spirits of the Rush, 
Tlrhrn the sclrtl ih  breaking frre 
I n  a mad c.c)rroburee, 
.,Incl rcnlember \vilder things 
Than their \\-ear?- wisdom brings, 
Rush unbroken, untamed Man 
Dreaming since [he ~ r o r j d  began 
Tho '  to changing cycles drawn, 
Of the vast Eternal Dawn.  

H Y N X  TO 'THE E A R T H .  

! 
i Tl'c praise the Earth, the Mother Earth, for ever 

I old and  young, 
I From whom the gods have taken birth, and  men 

1 and beasts have sprung.  

5 
! She is Demcter, Isis, or is Iiali, Lilith, Eve, 

i T h e  Bona Dea we adore, to whom we ever cleave. 

1 
! TVhere green with corn and grasses, gold with har- 

i vest, red with blood, 
Blue where savannahs are unrolled, or dark where 

\ jungles hrood, 

i 
i O r  robed in uvhite of mountain snows, we praise the 

t sacred soil 

I That  flows with milk and honey, flows with mystic 
wine and oil. 

1 Sunlight she gives, and starry beams; she clothes i the flocks and herds; 
\ She  gladdens life with trees and streams, gay 
i flowers and singing birds. 


