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To many people living outside Aus-
tralla, we must seem fortunate in our
cholce of governments. —Those who
zegard Labor Parties as advantageous
for workers must envy our plethora
of Labor Govermments. Yet, the only
reason offered by most Labor suppor-
ters for boosting Labor candidates is
“They are the _best of two evils.
Dyed-in-the-wool laborites and their
“Communist” jockeys invariably par-
rot this cry when conlronted by So-
clalist argument against voting for
the Labor Party.

We are told that we are throwing
away votes if we register a desire for
our object by writing “SOCIALISM™
across our ballot papers. Voting for
“the best evil” when the working class
could abolish “all evils” does not
strike our opponents as being the
least bit illogical.

RECENT ELECTIONS.

Since the conclusion of the war, the
Labor parties have been steadily los-
ing ground and while not sufficient
in all cases to put them out of office,
there has been a marked trend against
Labor povernments. In Western Aus-
tralia, the poll (following closely on
attacks made by the Labor Govern-
ment on the local workers on the in-
dustrial field) resulted in the Labor
Governtent being pushed out in fa-
vour of avowed capitalist henchmen

In South Australia, the one State
where Labor was not in office, the
electors turned away from its candi-
dates as bitterly as they did in West
Australia. So upset was one Labor
vote-chaser, Mr. P. H. Quirke, mem-
ber for Stanley, S.A, that he moaned:
“Capitalism is dead and Sorialism
should be buried with it”; to which,
‘we can imagine, many of his confreres
silently but reverently whispered
“Amen”.

The results in WA, and SA. were
regarded ns pointers for the later
elections in New South Wales and
Queensland. With two successive de-
feats the whips began to crack and
the combined efforts of the Labor
Parties, the Trade Unions, the "Com-
munist” Parties certain sections
of the Capitalist class were harnessed
for the struggles ahead,

Queensland electorates “Communist”

Candidates stood down to facilitate

Labor Party chances of winning seats.
WHAT WAS OFFERED?

The programs of the contending
parties left little to choose from; each
seemed bent on stealing as much of
the other’s policy as it could at the
same time condemning their oppon-
ents for having such a poliey! Each

party promised houses by the thou-
sand “for the people”; new deals in
education; “continued ity and

abolition of depressions; in short we

]1
ABOUT!
were promised all the usual capitalist
panaceas for the future. But NS.W.
Labor Fremier MeGirr set his masters
at ease from the outset when he said:
“I regard the preservation of our
Soclal Structure as a Sacred Trust,
and 1 state emph ally that no
parly and no individnal will be al-
Iowed 1o undermine that structure.”
(Standard Weekly, ALP., Syduey,

18/4/47)
While he prated about “Labor
standing for Freedom” his counter-

part, Queensland Labor Premier Han-
lon, was gloating over his newly in-
troduced Arbitration Bill which made
strikes illegal, increased penalties, and
legally trussed workers who objected
fo his anti-working class legislation
The Liberals and Country Party
candidates tried to out-promise tt
craftier Labor opponents, thus makin,

the going hard for “Communist
candidates who had to find “new"”
promises for their followers The
capitalist press pointed out that

there was little or no difference be-
tween Labor and Liberal policies. It
practically ignored the silly platitudes
of the Communist Party, whose NSW.
and Australian “Leader” J. B, Miles,
in an endeavour to cateh the Country
vole dug up this tit-bit;

“The Communist Party calls for a
new deal for farmers and rural wor-
kers by inreased prices for
milk and eggs. THESE CO

PRICE WITHOUT AFFECTING THE
WAGE EARNER EECAUSE THEY
ENTERED INTO THE CALCULA-
TIONS OF PRICE FLUCTUATIONS
FOR FIXING THE BASIC WAGE.
(Tribune,
AR
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“The e\pfmtahon of the working class as an economic
process cannot be abolished or softened through lezis-

lation in the framework

of bourgeois society.”
—ROSA LUXEMBURG.
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Of such stuff are Commissars made;
yet there are thousands of pecple who
take Mr. Miles seriously!! The explan-
ation for the many worshippers may
be found in the following which ap-
peared  in (A.CP.
Official Organ} seven days later, un-

der the heading, “Who can join the
Party?”
“Some people think they have to be

an Industrial Worker to join the Com-
munist Party. Others think you
cannot join If you go to Church.

You can be of any color, 5(“( RELI-
GION or nationality. . CAN
STILL GO TO CHURCH ON SUN-
DAY AFTER YOU JOIN, AS MANY
OF OUR PRESENT MEMBERS DO.
YOU COULD BE A BRAHMIN OR

Y NN T R,
ishing the system which m:
inevitable
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DAN DESMOND.

ON THE FARM
{Continued from Page 2)

a5 10,000 pints. (The re
42,000 pints!) e
Another development is artifieial
insemination, by which, in the case of
cows, ofie sire may be wsed over 100
times as much for females as by the
‘natural” method. This means that
1l desirable characteristics of out-
tanding but numerically small
strains can be rapidly transmitted,
and reduces the numb—r of male ani-
mals required, In the US,
1845, over 250,000 nn';' cOWS  Were
bred by the use of artifielal insemin-
ation.

(Figures from “Beien: US Maga-
zine, October 4th, 46.)

UTTINGS (Continued from Page 2)
15, 1940, mnow commemorated
‘Battle of Britain' Day, the Germans
lost only 56 aircraft. We claimed 135,
and the Germans admitted losing 43."
(“Herald" 15/5) §
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“MONEY MUST GO." by Philorem.

We have a few coples of this book
left. To clear: Ppost free.

GOTHA PROGEAM,” by Marx.

You have to p:n" - for the erdio=
ary edition — sell a cheap one at
Ad., post free. D"ﬂFI‘ NOW
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SOCIALIST COMMENT

ther from a standpoint of the right
or the left, that the parly represents
a social philosophy different al root
or in aim (for praclical purposes)
from that of politicians grouped on
the oppositc benches of the honses of
i )

12, our

“Qommonwealth political history 1s
superficially a story of contendidg
parties and their rival policies. But
actually very little in It shows any
abrupt or remarkable departure from
previous major policy, on occasion of
the defeat of one parly iom

“PRESS FUND."
Donations recefved: — Melbourne:
2/~ L.
i

Tas.:

., 8/-; G,
‘Geelong:
WD. 2/8.

T, £1. Forcett,
Total: £3/8/6

CORRECTION.
The ACTU conference takes place
every 3 years, nob every 2 years as
stated in our Moy issue.—Ed. Comm.

and its replacement by an adminis-
tration of another colour.” (p. 2300,
In short, Mr. Fitzpatrick shows very
well the “similarity of outlook of all
the parismentary parties which eo-
operated to bulld federal Australin on
a secure capitalistic foundation (p.
2400
& The book is well written and makes
. fascinating reading, though, oWing to
ite division in three parts (one giving
a general survey, the second dealing
with economic history and the third
bringing the two together) there is a
g certain amount of repetition.
To sum up: Well worth buying.
g “¥ou, Me and the Ballot Box,” by

Frank Casey (72 pp. 1/-, Left Book
Olub of Victoria).
Deals with the set-up of the Aus-
1 tralian organs of government, how
they are elected and how they func-
tion, Includes extracts from the Tni-
{ ted Nations Charter, which should be
olosely studied by anyone who wishes
to learn how best to string together
meaningless abstractions which AP-
PEAR to make sense.
There are references to Democracy
as being the “will of the people” and
i the author adopts the conventional
3 division of parties into “right” and
) “left.” Such terms are so vague and
eonfusing that it would be better to
drop them.
% To sum up: Contains enough fac-
tual information to make it useful.
PS.—It looks as if Mr. Casey's in-
formation as to the payment of Fed-
eral M.'SHR. will soon be out of date
as they intend to increase their sal-
| aries by 50 per cent—to £1500 a year.
If the Labor Party can't introduce the
millennium for the workers, at least
they're making a start in introducing
it for M. sP— the top! ‘The
“Golden Age” MUST be at hand!

—H.H.—

FREE!
.

Btudy Notes on 22 subjects. Typed
Limit; Any 3 every 3 months.

1, Methods of Study; 3, Primitive
Socletles; 3, Ancient Civilizations; 4,
British Empire; 5, American History:
6, History of Emglish TU's; 7. History
oi English Parliament; 8, The Indus-
trial Revolution; 8, French Revolu-
tion, 1789; 10, Paris Commune; 11,
Labor Theory of Value before Marx;
12, Marxian Theory of Value;, 13,
Division of Burplus Value; 14, Bank-
ing; 15, Crilses; 16, General Strikes;
17, The Internationals; 18, Science
and Technology; 19, World War I;
20, Religion; 21, Art.

Just out: 22, Bolshevism — to 1914
(SPA).

PFrom “Press Service” PO Box 1440-M,
Melbourne. Stamps appreciated.

COMPANION PARTIES.
S.P. of Canada.
P.O. Box 1751, Winnipeg,
SP. of Great Britain
2 Rughy St, London, WC1
8P. of New Zealand
P.O. Box 62, Petone, ,NZ.
Workers SP. of US
27

Man

k Sq. Boston 8, Mass.

LECTURES
MELBOURNE,

June Ird: “New Trends
Btalln's Russia” (Holmes)

June 19th: “The Tron Man
and the Inner Man — A
Btudy In Contrasls (Den-
nis)

July 1=t: To be announced

Other  Tuesdays Branch
Meetings. Open to Public
All activities at: Temper-
ance Hall, Russell Street, 4

p.m,

Lectures  advertised
Saturday,
Column.

NEW Z

Auckland: E
Discussion Class
Monday, 730 pm.,
penters’ Union Rooms,
Union Bank of Austral-
asia Bldgs, East Street and
Earangohape Road.

Petone: Watch local Press!

All Lectures, ete., free. Qu
tions, Discussion.  Come
along!

AUSTRALIAN BRANCHES.

SPA—SYDNEY: PO. Box
2291, G.P.O Meets for
nightly, Tuesdays, Room
99, Staticn House, Rawson

n

e
‘Meetinga”

N

s
2
g

2

Place. Publlc invited
SPA—MELBOURNE: FO

Box 1440-M. Meets every

Tuesday. See “Lectures”

BRSNS AR A RN SRR SRS RS,

THREE SOCIALIST MONTHLIES

"Soecialist Standard”

“'Western Socialist”

“Socialist Comment”
(N.Z.: 1/6 yearly)

SPECIAL OFFER!

All Three: 12/- a YEAR

“SOCIALISM OR
CHAOS”

40 pages.
7d., post free.
DON'T MISS IT!

SPA. Melbourne or Sydney
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