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Another appealing aspect of the Project is its potential for
team work which has already begun around the various Bulletins.
Bowyang's editors were working more or less as a team before we
started publication and one reason for the journal's birth was to
channel these efforts and to expand.active membership by adding
readers and contributors. The Australian Dictionary of Biography
and numerous women's groups offer differing experiences of the rewards
and difficulties involved. Ultimately, someone has to pen the final
draft and the loss of distinctive voices would diminish delight in
reading and accuracy in writing.

The project also boasts of its inter-disciplinary nature. The
problems raised by this approach are beyond the scope of this state-
ment. Suffice it to list some basic questions:

— what is a discipline if it is more than an administrative arrange-
ment within certain universities?

— how and why did the existing disciplines come into existence? what
political needs were fulfilled by the emergence of history, geography,
economics and sociology?

— is it enough to bring together representatives of these fragments,
or is a complete re-making needed? And if so, by whom and for what
purposes?

— does the interdisciplinary approach of the History Project indicate
a failure of nerve amongst establishment historians, a confession
that their methods have failed even them?

Individual researchers too often use 'inter-disciplinary' studies

as a way to avoid the fundamental question of 'how does all of a
society work together?' Part of the renewed attractiveness which
Marxism has, even for non-Marxists, lies in its prospective answers
to this question. The Bicentennial Project will need more than a
sharing of information if its history is to approach a successful
overview of Australia's development in the period since Eurcopean
conquest. It no longer needs to be explained that the project's
'slice' approach of concentrating on every fiftieth year from 1788

is no guarantee of success or that it may inhibit an understanding
of the premise of all history: change over time. The slice approach

is certainly as good a way as any of avoiding the conflicts through

which such change occurs.
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And what after 1988? Will academe grow bored with Australia
and return to living out its exile from what it conceives as the
centres of civilisation and power? Or wiil the Bicentennial Project
underwrite a continuing exploration? For Bowyang the question does
not exist. Work on changing Australia will procéed.



