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want to cut is yet t ? be lived ; t he cut t i ng edge s till being

t empered.

So far the Proj ect ' s .organi sers have published j ournals and

held general conferences . These act ivit ies have a cer tain 1init i a l

importance but they can quickly become a subs t i t ute for work . There

i s a l ready t alk of an endless Sydney harbour cruise instead of ·a

conference, and given t he nature of schol arshi p, this voyage might

be an intellectual advance . The oppor t uni t y exis ts for rrore concen­

trated effor ts . Smaller working groups of peopl e acti ve .i n precis e

areas s hould be brought together . Twenty people are probably too

many. Andrew M:x:>re has taken t he i ni tiat i ve with his 'Armies of

the Night, Armies of the Right' conference in Sydney in August this

year. Vast sums of rroney are not neces s ary. Lord Rutherford 's

expl anation of Cambridge 's succes ses in physics s t i l l applies : 'We

have no rroney, so we use our brains" .

The Proj ect i s a l ready s t imul a t i ng studies of Australia and t he

details thus provided will be valuable in working t owards a fuller

appreciation of how we have got to where we might go next . For t oo

l ong , t oo many academics in Australia have seen themselves in exile

f r an Oxbridge ; English departJrents being notoriously bad for this.

I f the Bi centenn i al Proj ect directs attention to\~ds our cul t ural

inheritance and gets back int o print t he s cores of novels and poe ts

who are ' f or got t en' because they canno t be r ead outsi de libraries,

t hen it will have been wor t hwhile . Unexpurgated editions of Tomorrow

and Tomorrow and a complete Furphy are long over due as are r eprints

of the poetr y of Lesbia Har ford, ' Furnley Maur'Lce ", Zora Cross and

Victor Daley .

Volumes of s tat i s tics, documents , bibliography and chronicle of

events are to be part of t he Project . These are s o desirable that

they s houl d come out as soon as possible, per haps even as a prelude

t o the ot her volumes. Australian s t udies in every f i e l d suffer fran

the lack of basi c reference works . We need an historical atlas , a

bi ographical r egister of senior public servants , a newspaper index

t o f i ll the exis t i ng gaps . Other works need to be updated r egularly .

And we could do wi th a 100 page Guide to Research in Australian

Hi s t ory . Ever y s t udent will be able t o add t o this want lis t : Such

volumes wi l l justify the Bi centennial Project even i f all else fails.
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Another appeal ing aspect of t he Pro j ect i s its potential fo r

t eam work whi ch has al ready begun around the various Bulle tins.

Bowyang ' s editors were working ITDre or l ess as a team before we

started publication and one reason for t he journal 's birth was to

channel t hese ef forts and t o expand. active membership by adding

reader s and contr ibutors . The Austra"lian Dic t i onary of Biogra phy

and numerous wanen' s groups offer differing exper iences of t he r ewards

and difficul ties involved. Ultimately, someone has t o pen t he f i nal

draf t and t he l oss of distinctive voices would diminish delight i n

r eading and accuracy in writing.

The project also boasts of i t s i nter - disciplinary nature. The

problems raised by t his approach are beyond t he scope of t his s t ate­

ment . Suffi ce it t o l i st sane basic questions:

- what i s a discipline if it is ITDre t han an administ rative arrange­

ment within cer t ain uni versit i es ?

- how and why did the existing discipli nes cane into exis t ence? what

polit ical needs were fulfi lled by t he emergence of hi s t ory , geography,

economics and sociology?

- is it enough to bring t ogether r epresentatives of these f ragments ,

or is a complete r e-making needed? And if so, by whan and for what

purposes ?

- does the interdisqi plinary approach of t he History Project i ndicate

a failure of nerve aJTDngst establishment his t orians , a confession

that their methods have f ailed even t hem?

Individual r esearchers too often use 'int er-dis ciplinary' studi es

as a way to avoid t he fundamental question of ' how does al l of a

society work together? ' Part of t he r enewed attractiveness which

Mand.9Tl has , even for non-Marxists , lies i n its prospective answers

t o t his question. The Bicent ennial Project will need ITDre t han a

sharing of i nfo rmat ion i f its hi story is t o approach a successful

overview of Australi a ' s development in t he period s i nce European

conquest . It no l onger needs t o be explained t hat t he project ' s

'sl ice ' approach of concentrating on every fiftieth year from 1788

i s no guarant ee of success or that i t may i nhibit an under standing
of the premise of all history : change over t ime. The slice approach

i s cer t ainl y as good a way as any of avoi ding t he confl icts thr ough

which such change occurs .
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And what after 1988? Will academe grow bored with Australia

and return to living out its exile from what it conceives as the

centres of civilisation and power? Or will the Bicentennial Project

underwrite a continuing exploration? For Bowyang the question does

not exist. Work on changing Australia will proceed.


