DONT CEL
FIGHT

A1l of us are marching today on that were used to bomb Cambodia -
the streets of Melbourne to show our .~"during the Vietram War, and theyf“'
sza{%:l” total opposition to the insane . placed U,S. conventional agg,nﬁclear |
i

wipe humankind from the fggeﬁof the Middle East War. Only ldst year a

nuclear arms race that threatgngﬁto forces on full alertfii;}p the 1973
military base was est@blished in

earth. More and more people are

saying STOP! -~ we dotiot want to Darwin where B-52-bombers threaten
have anything to dé with it, the people ofV,S"Suth-East isia, China
Here in lustralia, the U.S. and the US5R: These bases have
Government maintains its bases for absolutely nothing to do with the
surveillatice, monitoring and direct defence<of the people of Australia.
military purposes. These bases have Yet tiey could make us the first |

supplied photographs from satellites targets in a nuclear war.
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The Impact on the World and on Australia

What this would mean for Australia is best seen in’
the context of the other studies reported in the same
issue of AMBIO. In their summing up, the advisory
panel says of the world picture: ) -

“The number of immediate or early deaths re-

sulting from the effects of blast, fire, and heat
" in the nuclear exchange described here will

approach 750 million {slightly more than half of
the population of the cities bombed, and about

340 million will be seriously injured. To these

casualties must be added those who will succumb

to or be incapacitated by fire and heat.* A con-

siderable proportion of those who survive the

blast, fire and heat will suffer from acute rad-
lation sickness as a result of exposure to fallout.

In addition, sublethal levels of ionizing radiation

will lower resistance to infection, and diseases

such as cholera and dysentry will spread rapidly

in the absence of proper water and sanitation

facilities.” (p. 162)

The panel discussed many other effects . .
desperate search for uncontaminated food and water,
the vast smoke pall from uncontrolled urban, bush,
and oil~ and gas-field fires which blot out the sun for
months, photochemical smog from the resulting fumes,
destruction of ozone in the stratosphere (by oxides
of nitrogen from the fireballs), leading to higher uttra-
violet radiation with severe sunburn and “snow-blind-
ness” {once the smoke clears), insect pests in plague
propottions, the breakdown of transport, trade and
supplies of many essential items, general economic
collapse, and apathy, hopelessness, potential violence

* Uncontrollable fires would be lit by the explosions, causing
death and injuries in addition to those resulting from the direct
radiant heat of the fireballs.

. the

and anarchy amongst the survivors.

Jonathan 'Schell in his powerful book, The Fate of
the Earth, suggests that it is possible that we will face
the extinction of all human life. This seems to me,
especially in the light of the AMBIO findings, to be a
real possibility. for the Northern Hemisphere, but less
likely in the south. Many of the worst ecological effécts,
sich as hemisphere-wide radioactive fallout, smoke,
photochemical smog and ozZone destnjction_wiil be much
more severe "in the Northern than in the Southern
Hemisphere due to the many motre bombs exploded
in the north and the rather slow exchange of air between
the hemispheres, The average time for such an inter-
hemispheric exchange is about 1 or 2 years, by which

" time many of the effects will be considerably reduced.
‘Human societies’ may well survive in parts of Australia,
New Zealaid and the Pacific, Africa and South America,
éspecially in rural areas having a subsistence economy,
which is- not dependent on outside trade and high
technology.

Considering its small population and the high con-
centration of its people, industry, and communications
centres in a rather small number of cities, Australia
will, according to the AMBIO scenario, be relatively
badly hit. Judging from the global figures given by
AMBIO, we must expect that about half our total
population will be killed, more or less immediately,
and perhaps .another quarter sufficiently seriously
injured or incapacitated by radiation sickness, con-
taminated food and water, and disease that they will
die in the following few months. Most of our major
secondary industries will be destroyed along with the
hubs of our road, air, and sea transport services, a
high' proportion of all vehicles, their assembly plants
and spare parts, all our major oil ‘and gas fields and
electrical power distribution centres, and our limited
fresh water supplies will be heavily contaminated -by
fallout,




