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MR. SPICNCIS, who was rcccivcd with round after rountl of applalise, 
mid :-Mr. Chairman antl Fellow-workers-Tt is said to be a scientific 
axiom that all present forms take their character from those which lic 1)c- 
l~intl. Throi~glmit the wl~olc of nntnre tlicrc is un~loubtctlly a ~ p i r i t  of 
evolution working, and working in a vcry tlefinite direetiou. Speeidising 
the various forms of life, adapting them to their environment. Hulnanity 
must, of course, be regarded aa part of Nature, an11 are also influcncctl by 
this spirit of evolution. We liavc 1)ecn placctl a t  the vcry apex of t,hc 
pyri~mi11 of created things. We harc, I)y the exercise of our superior in- 
telligence beeu able to control many of the forces of Nature a i d  utilise 
them for our own good. We have I~cen able, to a greater degree than any 
of the lower forms of life, to take advantage of CO-opcr:rtion, or of forming 
allinnccs for mutual benefit. I11 this great ~novcment ealle~l " Trader 
Unionism," or thc " Labor Move~neut," or any otlicr tcrm they choose to 
apply to i t  we find the same evolutionary spirit has heen a t  work. When 
machinery began t,o be introduced we fmd the first great division of men 
into the two classes in which we find them to-day. At that time men 
began to be employed in groups, or bodics, and Lhen cominencc~l the depar- 
ture from iucliritludinm m11 tlie joining together for greater self-protection. 
Whether you recognise i t  or not snch wan the case. Shortly aftcrwartls, 
seeing the combination effected among the men, the einployers began to 
unite antl form joint stock enicrprises and the vast ~yndieates wliich are so 
fetent to  as  to-thy. The empl 9 y ers rccoynisctl that large enterprises would 
)e far more effective than s m d e r  concerns, and the trnth of that is exem- 

plified by the power they wield in our midst to-day. As I said before the 
workers were employed in masses in factories and otlier places and thus 
commenced the combination of men, then and now known as " Trade 
Unionists." I t  wan a complete departure from intlivitlualism. When they 
came under thc pressure of competition and felt the grinding of the com- 
petitive system, which, unfortunately, rules over us to-day, the two 
parties,-employers and employ8s-came into conflict. It was, and is now 
to  the interest of the employer to produce as cheap1 as possible, and he 
naturally only employs men if by so doing Ile can ma$e a profit out of the 
result of thei~~labors .  During the last fifty years there has been, as you 
know, a vcry rapid trend towards the tlisplacemcnt of men by machinery 
antl the crushing out of smnller concerns by the larger syndicates, as they 
can produce much more cheap1 , and by the employment of less manual 
labor. :We find\ourselves facez by an ever increasing mass of men who 
have no work to  'do although eager and willing to work. In  the days of 
what we oall the old unionism there was a certain amonnt of antagonism 
among the members. T do not propose to touch upon the history of the 

old unionism," to-night. I ts  underlying principle was, as T harc said, a 
departi i~,  from, the intlividualism which previously obtained, each work- 
man sinking his individunlity for the common good of the mass. As a 
necessary :onsequence rose in the particular factory in which these 
earl unionists were enpged and afterwards the movement-with its at-  
tcnc%nt inel.case of wages--spread rapidly to other f:rctories and to the 
vnrions organisntions tlmt enqdoyed large I~odies of men. Bat these old 
unions or organisations co~ifined their attcntion solely to what was ealled 
obtaining reasonable wages and hours of labor, or as good a wage as they 
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could get, and to a resistancc of the crushing tendencies of thc cniplo crs. 
(Cheers). But thc oldcr unionists imbibe$ somewhat the spirit o r t h e  
capithlist-their views wcre too narrow. Thcy did not, or could not take 
mnch intcrcnt or do anything for tlioso ontnidc their own ranks or amongst 
thc grcat mhHscs of thc uncn~ldoycti. 'I'hoy couhl not anti did uot find 
work for thoac who wcrc ifllc for wirut of it. The old unions confined 
thcmsclvcs, if not solcly, principally to thc qucstion of wages and hours. 
Thcy refusctl to t,ouch pol~tical mattcrs a t  all, or h v c  anything to do wit11 
eithcr party ill Parliament.. I am, of coursc, referring morc particularly 
to  thc fcaturcs as prcsentcd in England, antl whilst we havc bcen more 
rapid in our progrcss t,hc s:rmc conditions have obtaincd in thcsc colonics, 
rrml in somc cascs the samr co~ltlitirrns r d c  to-day. Althongl~ we have 
ntlvrincctl r:ipitlly WC 11avo a~ lvmc td  to prcci~cly the aamc col~dition of 
things, and on lincs cmctly similar to tllosc ol)t:rining in olrlcr Iantls. We 
have the Rnmc fanlts, thc niilnc oppression, thc aamc condition of things 
affecting labor. , leers.) Bcforc tm~ching oil the grcat diffcrence betwcen 
the ncw unioni::," and thc " old rmionism " I nhor~ltl likc to call atten- 
tion to  the untlcrlying thought of thc movcmcnt which bror~ght about thc 
change. You know its history. I t  is a history of conllict, of struggle, of 
noble sclf-sacrificc on the part of hnndrcds of men, men who havc sr~ffcrcd 
fighting a 11o1)lc cannc. ( L o r ~ l  chccrs.) But thcy camc a t  last to  realise 
that  t h y  wcrc fighting on thc wrong lims ; ant1 thcy rctalixcrl that to ac- 
complisll tllc good thcy aorrght to acliiovr, t h y  m~t s t  not continue to  fight 
on thc old liucs. Sitlc by aitlc with intll18tri:rl cl~angcs tllcrc llatl hrcn 
chnngrs iu ccouo~nic thought. A rcat 11cal had IICCII written on thc ~111)- 
ject, a d  I think th:it much crctfit is tluc to thc Socialist with of the 
qncstion, for t,hcir writings lxivc ~ ~ n ~ l ~ n ~ l ) t , c d l y  inflrrcncctl tratlcn unionism. 
Onc of thc most import;mt fc:itnrcn in connection with the movement 
to-day, and one that wiin patent to  the mind of every t h o ~ ~ g h t f d  person 
was that  whilst somc of the sociali.stic writings hiid been thonght to be 
Utopian, and not so priictical as WC co111tl wish, they have lwcome practical 
l~ccaurrc thcy havc cr r t ; i i~~ly  ~ L ~ C I I I R C ~  tllc ~mionists, who have givcn a 
practical turn to Soci:ilism. Mattc~.s I~atl c11:ingcd during thc last few 
yews a n ~ l  the unions onyht to clnnge also. l d m r  hotlics have become 
fedcrated and the employcrs sccing that felt alarmed because to  them the 
federation of labor, if contluctcd npon thc old lincs, meant an attack on 
their self-interest. T h y  nntnrally cxpcctcd-as no definite statcment was 
put forward-that 1al)or having lmomc strong and fedcrated would attack 
the qucs t io~~  of the cost of production, wonld interfcre with thcir profits 
and possibly throw thcrn ovcr altogetl~cr. This fear we find cxisting nlr 
over the world to-day, : id  the federation of 1;rl)or causes tllc employcrs to  
~ombine, and WC thus Imvc two armics drawn up and opposing ewh other. 
In the meantimc thcrc was sprcatling amongst uniouist,~ this idea-whether 
jocialistic or id,-that thcy co111tl not cffcct tllc inil~rovcmcnt thcy desired 
by dcalin only with the mere que~tion of h o ~ ~ r s  and wagcs. And so comes 
what hasieen tcrmcd thc "new ~lnionisrn "-a nnionism wide and broad 
in its aim, and onc which will ccrtainly be far-reaching in its effects. We 
find that  lnbor has 1)ccn ctll~catctl and is stcatlily turning its att,cntion to 
other methotls of reform. It is that  principle which distinguished the 
" new ~lllionism " from thc " old nnionism." There is a digerencc in our 
aim which is a most noticcable featurc. \Ve arc aiming now a t  sccnring 
an improvement by social anrl political reforms-and by tha t  means alone 
a revolution will unrlonlhedly he effectctl in time. When I use the word 
revoll~tion-do not misrlntlcrst:md me-I mcan a q~l ie t  one. It will bc a 
change from one contlition to another, which almost tlcncrves the namc of 
"revolution." I feel certain i t  will come about steadily and surcly and 
rapidly if n c  takc thc proper st:~nd, the only stand-that of common 
humanity. (Cheers.) hlany pcople do not know anything of the anbject, 
thcy have not studied the human family, or WC should not havc existing to- 
day the condition of things we sec around us-a condition of things that we 
ought not to allow to  exist an hour longer than WC can pdssihly help it. I 

want you to  look a t  our soci:rl system and the evils cormccted with i t  and 
are created by it,and thcn you will better untlerstnnd lww far "new union- 
ism " may be expected to  bring about thc tlcsirctl chauge. We have now 
on the one aide pro~lnction on scocialistic lincs altogetl~cr. WC have dis- 
trihution on intliritlualistic l inc~.  Yon call liarclly say that even ; l n ~ t  
on thc lincs of just what thc othcr side chooscs to give, so to speak. We 
have on thc onc sitlc the controlling class. They hold n monopoly. They 
have ;is a class poacr in controlling othcr rncn. Any i~~tlivitlual or any 
hotly of lncn givcrr R U ~ ~ C I I I C  cnntrtrl over his fcllow~ is almost certaiu to act 
u~~jus t ly .  A1111 no lmly of mcll ought to Iw trnstcd with u~~controllcd 
power ovcr thcir fellows. (Cl~ccrs.) 1 ~lcctl not re;&son ont how i t  is that  
a clnss has control of thc sourccs of protluction-owncrship of the land, 
antl owl~crsl~ip of thc pcoplc pmctically. H h e . )  All that  thc 
aim a t  is pro,lucing for profit. T l ~ c  irlca 1s will i t  )ay wcll, will i t  fctcl  
[mything in thc mdce t ,  san 1 nwkc anything in tjic nlarkct out of it. 
They do not carc to think th:st t h y  arc prrxlnci~~g for usc-thcir leading 
idca is ccrtainly not protluctioo for use. The cvil cffects-and I aim dcal- 
ing morc with t l ~ c  mord sidc of thc question-I th i~tk  you will agree with 
mc that our productive systcn~ is dcn~oralising ant1 degrading to the human 
family. (Hcar, I~car.) Now take tllc co~nn~crci~il  cthics of this life, ant1 
docs i t  not tlcvelop thc worst sitlc of 11urn;m ~ m t r ~ r c  ? (Hcar, hcar.) I t  
~lcvclopcs too m11c11 of that  i~~s t inc t  which tliutinpriahcs thc wvn re. The 
savngc is noted for thc cxcrcixc of cunning. It is ;L qncstion ok what he 
c m  taltc, and is not th:it onc of tllc f:icnltics ~IcvcIopcd in all forms of 
I~usincss. Scheming, cuming, lying, :LI I (~  tlisl~rruesty are associated with 
our commercial cntcrprisc. WC have fraud pcrpctratctl by rncn of intelli- 
gcncc who ought and (10 know hctter. I takc it that thc human family 
i~ i l~l~crcntly good. I go t ~ p i n ~ t  tha t  0111 idcn of always crediting our 
human fr;~ilties to  originlil sin. (\:heem.) I say that humanity is illher- 
ently good if we pnly let it hare a chance to excrcise its goodness. 
(Rcncwed chcers.) There is ill colnmcrcial life a system of ethics which 
will not stand sctting np sitlc by sitlc with tlw l)ccalog~~c. You cannot 
gct along so~nctimcs withwlt tclliug lics. Atlultc~xtior~ of gootla is very 
common. Thc gospcl of chcap~~css 11:~s sricl~ a hold npon people, ant1 
thc prcssure of coln1)t:tition so keen that  if yo~r are to  make our way in 
thc commercial world, as in other walks of life, you are forcex I insist, to  fjivc way if you are to succccd. To gct 011 yon must do as other people 

o--or you will go down. WC hiivc snrror~ntlccl our con~mercial men in 
such an cntimglcmcnt that they cannot bc cxpectetl to do right. I do not 
look a t  what men shonld do, I ~ u t  what i t  is rciisol~al)le to expect them to do 
under the circumstances in which thcy are placed. (Hcar, hear.) I say 
that  if WC have a set of co~ditions under which it in impossible for men ancl 
womcn to  do right we arc rcsponsi1)le for thcm. We havc the power tg 
utterly change these co~ditions. We havc control ovcr the circumstances 
~ ~ n d c r  which WC livc morc than any othcr animal, thercforc WC are rcspon- 
sible for the co~ditions undcr which we live. Men are all strnggling 
against each othcr. Men start in business and do not think ahout the 
market bcing a1re;itly snpplied IJY ot l~crs wllo arc only mnking a bare 
living. They think that  if t h y  can by atlvcrtising secwe more custo~n 
that  they are justified in doing it. What do they care for their fellows so 
long a s  they can gct on ? Gct on is t l ~ c  essent,ial sn1)mitted to  us. If you 
do not get on you are a failure in society. Thesc evils are produeed by 
the systcm under which men tleal with each other. The characters of the 
employers are influenced by it. On the workers' side the evils are, 
perhaps, morc felt. We have 011 their side enforced idleness and poverty. 
Poverty with all its wretched surroundings-the most degrading thing In 
all the world. WC have nnworthy dealings, and all thc discontent en- 
gendered thereby. Always crushing downwards-the man losing all self- 
respect as he goes. How can you cxpect a m m  to s tmd against the 
influences snrrounding him. The strong stand for a t,ime', but we have no 
right to put the weak in a position that  will compel them to go down. We 
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havc thc evils of ignoranec amongst thosc less fortnnate than or~rselves in 
not knowing right from wwl~g.  IVc lmre coarseness, lack of refincmcnt, 
even 11rutalit.y. You c a n m t  expect t l ~ e  working classes-espccially those 
who arc c ~ w h c d  most low-to be so olishccl and nice as thosc who hare 
nothing clsc to  clo but study how to  Re polisl~ctl ant1 nicc. Thcsc cvils are 
directly tittril)uta1)1c to tlmt condi t i~n  of society which i t  hiis set up to  be 
over itsclf. 71hc wcnkcr men and the womcn suffcr. Womcn un- 
doahtctlly suffer most. A t  onc timc i t  was the boast of the Anglo-Saxon 
race-in thc  sgcs of chivalry-that they would defend thcir women. To-day 
our sistcrs are shut ont  antl tlcgradctl to  the lowcst of all depths, even to 
prostitution. Those who know most aljout, t.11at say that  t l ~c r c  is not one 
in R tl~ousand of t h n  who cvcr chose tha t  life. They l ~ a v c  been driven 
to  it-tlrircn to it for want of 1)rcatl. I am cllargin this to the social 
system wc lmvo net np. I t  is physiczrlly and morafiy degrarling to  the 
11nman r im.  (TTcar, Itcar.) It is uncless to  go on preaching from Sabbath 
to  Su1h:~th anliinfi tncn to I)o ljcttcv. I)o1111tlcss the tcacl~ing of ministers 
of religion 11:~s I I ~  son~o cfFcct in giving men more Ilopc, bu t  if the con- 
ditions of lifc :ire not clmngcrl, humanity ~ n n s t  go down. Hcrcin is the 
scriounncss of t l ~ c  position we arc in, and where the New Unionism comes 
in. 'l'hc Ncw U~~ionism is t,o deal with thcnc cvils in a practical manner, 
step by step. Thc Ncw Unionism is t,l1is-l~rod11ctio11 m w t  he for use not 
profit. (Chetm.) I t  Incans thc s u l ~ s t i t u t i o ~ ~  of co-operation for com- 
petition. C'ouq~etition is r o t  nccessnry. Cc~~npetitiou does not cheapen. 
Competition i ~ ~ c ~ x m m  and clocs not cheapen the pricc of an nrticlc. Com- 
petition is n t ~ t  ncccsswy to stimul:~tc as nwnc a r p e .  IIow many rncn 
think : i l ) o~~ t  t,hc (pe~Lion of co~npe t i t i o~~ ,  or of the sale of an article when 
they are working a t  i t ?  110 not good tw~lcsmcn take all interest ill their 
work for the Inve of i t  : u ~ l  the ~lcsire to do the work well ? It is nonsense 
to  my  that  if yon rcmove co~~~pe t i t i on  men will not cxcel. How many 
mcll of gcnins-thc mcn who havc givcn us the great things-thougllt of 
profit wl1c11 t h y  wcrc i~~vcn t i ng  t l ~ c ~ n  ? Was i t  not the thought of the 
grntificntion of having accolnplishctl so~netlli~lg with many of them ? They 
did not think of themselrcs, or of profit. Moncy has becomc a god i t  
11as been mid, n.nd nll 11nmanity is asked to fall tlown and worship it. The 
preacl~tm of Christianity have wantlcrcd from the tc:rching of the lowly 
Nszarcnc so far tha t  cvcn in our pulpits you will hear the rin of this 
money question. (Hear, hear.) Some of them are afraid to  ficnoullce 
the sins of the wealthy class because many of them sl~bscribe largely to the 
chnrch and they dare not denounce t'hem. They makc collections and 
appeal for funds in the natnre of a demand for services rendered. I s  there 
anything of tha t  kind put  forward by the founder of Christianity? I think 
i t  is time that  WC looked into what they arc doing. (Cheers.) Well, 
then co-operation instcad of competition is one of the alms of the New 
Unionisn~ ; giving equality of right, equality of opportrmity, antl equality 
of justicc to  a11 men. The dcstruetion, so to  speak-and tlcstructiol~ is 
an ugly word to  use, Imt I don't know a better one-annildation if yon 
likc i t  better-the doing away of tha t  abnormal growth the aristocracy 
of land possession, and setting up in its place an aristocracy of 
character, genius, an6  intellect. (Chcers.) That  is the principle of the 
New Union~sm. When I have used the term of New Unionism i t  is ]lot 
because we arc going to  abandon the principles tha t  guided rncn in the 
early days of thc  old wionism. Untlcr the old Unionism men sank their 
individualism for the common gootl of their own class. New Uniol~ism 
asks the masses to  sink individuality for the common good, t o  unite on the  
common platform when they apcak, nnd whcn they vote to  vote for the 
reforms t ha t  nrc necessary. (Chcers.) Man of the unions or Labor 
organisations tha t  arc in existence have adopte(fthe "new unionism" out 
and ont, taking part  in political questions and giving effect to  their wishes 
a t  the ballot box. But  "new nnionism" means more than mere labor 
organisation. You Il;~ve had a11 cxamplc tlnring our recent elections of 
how rncn have endenvored to  give effect t o  the proposals of the Labor 
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pzrty. You h a w  socn how thosc who wcrc non-unionist,s-the whole 
body of Iahor in fact--followed the advicc of their mouthpiece or spokes- 
man nntl joined togcther to  achieve a common end. Dealing as  we are 
to-night wit11 thc thougl~t  ~tndcrlying the " new unionism " I callattention 
to  tha t  fact by w:~y of illustration. 'rhis npirit is spreading amongst men 
antl i t  is not to  11o mcasurcd by thc numlm of ~ n c ~ n l ~ e r s  in Labor organisa- 
t iom or Tradcs Unions. I t  c a ~ ~ l ~ o t  be destroyetl because n~c~nbera  of some 
of the unions quarrcl amongst themselves and their unions fall to  pieces. 
I t  will go on. I t  is growing and the principle actuating men, the spirit 
of evolutiol~, is sprc:uliug from mind to  mind, and i t  must have it8 ultimate 
cffcct. Thc aim of " new unionis~n " is a grand one, a noble onc. Thc 
principle untlcrlyiug a l~ t l  guidin v i t  is simply the principle laid tlown by 
Him who long :~go laid the founkntio~l of a grcat reform-I mean the prin- 
ciplc of love for onc's fellows. (Cheers.) Those we love we will not 
i ~ ~ j u r e .  W e  all l~clicvc in justice. in trnth,  in honcsty. The worltl to- 
day hclicws in thcu~.  Thc worltl con111 11ot get on a t  nll unless there werc 
rc:~sonablc lncn p w t i s i n g  thonc grcat principles. If we arc not able t o  
carry t l~cm out in t l~c i r  entirety, if we are not able to  practice what we 
prcach 1)ccansc of onr circl~msta~~ccn in life we can a t  lcast do this much- 
we can t ry  to  c h a ~ ~ g c  our circun~stanccs hy cscrcising whatcvcr power lies 
within ns, ant1 1)y so controlling the affairs of lifc remove impediments from 
1111rn;~u progress 80 tha t  thcrc will be an  expansion of the gootl, of the noble, 
of the bcst. (Cheers.) All t l~csc arc qnalitics to  be admired in man, and 
mark the dintinction I)ctwccll thc higher and lower in humanity. W C  
m u ~ t  try nnd act  and react upon the natnrc a d  ch;~r:ictcr of t l~osc around 
us, and must not jntlgc the rc::nlts from trifling incitlcnts here antl there. 
The chicf scicutists in their s t  d y  of nature see mnch tha t  you antl I do 
not, and in the same way all \.h0 study the present moremcnt careful1 
mast see t l~crc  is a great @hcring of forces. I would ask you not t o  looZ 
a t  thc nmttcr in the paltry spirit of your owu life-time. I t  must lw dealt 
with in a far broader spirit than that. Unfortunately the old unionists, 
ant1 many who to-day pretcnd t,o 1)c "new unionists," look a t  every little 
1)arricr tlic havc not ovcrcomc, which after dl prove to  he quest,ions 
which simpfy require the pntting forth of a certain amount of cffort. A 
man who wants to see an cquiralcnt for his contribution to  the cause, 
whcther i t  be in tlic shapc of moncy or cffort i t  matters not, is not imbued 
wit.h the trno spirit of " new unionism." New unionism is broader 
than mere "unionistic" theory. It recognises those who are non-unionists. 
An organisation of labor, col~stitutcd on the lines of " new unionism," will 
here ta abolish cntrance fees and contributions to  the lowest sum a t  which 
i t  can possibly cnrry on. (Cheers.) Thc aim in this case is, so to speak, to  
go o~ltsitle a particnlar organisation and take in a11 workcrs, no matter 
what theiroccnpation. Women workers will also be included, for the 
+it of " new ~~nlonism " makes no distinction of sex. Our present social 
system is altogether a ainst the weak and certainly in favor of t.he strong. 
It is to me, and must &c to all strict observers, a straggle in which a persou 
possessing the lcnst conscience somctimcs wins the mce. The weak are 
crushctl down and on their prostrate bodies rise to  eminence the 1111- 

principled men, who crush them. (Cheers.) New Unionism, with its 
complete organisation  nua at achieve a greater work than the old unionism, 
which sought principally to  maintain t,he rate of wages and the hours of 
labor. Lore of our fellows should be broad enou h to  permit your taking 
in even those who are non-unionists-so long as  t f ey  earn their living by 
lahor. Remcmber that  hereditary and environment make each one of us 
what we are to-day. There is naturnlly a stron feeling, something akin 
to  hatred, sometimes cvcn a revengeful feeling wfen we look a t  what the 
cnpitalists-the employers of labor-are doing. I n  the old dnys labor 
looked askance a t  the employer and felt a hatred for him. New Unionism 
is to-clay looking beyontl the  employer and fixin i ts  hatred upon the 
systen~,  ( cha r s )  which is bad not aloile for the woi%mm bnt for the  em- 
ployer-which forces the employer to  act  unjustly cven if he did not wish 
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to  do so. (Renewed cheers.) It is a systcm which produces the non- 
nnionists ant1 all other nmttcrs of which t11c unio~~ints l~avc  11:~tl rcmon- 
:tud justitiaI)Ic reason-to con~pli~.in. WC mnst take in thc wl~ole of them 
if WC :irc Lo do any gootl, Lo :~.ccon~plisl~ w11:~t we (lcsirc. If wkcd to  give 
a shorl tlcfinitio~l of our aim I shoultl say it iu an cK11r.t to give practical 
cITccL Lo Lhc t,cn.chin of the fon111lcr of Cl~ristim)it,y, 11y making i t  possil)lc, 
cwy, : L I U ~  ~ r~ ,Lnml  k r  lncn Lo act  j11sL1y. Lrnthf~~lly,  ant1 11oncaLly. To 
clrcct Ibis by noci:il :iml poliLic:~l rcfiwn we 1)clicvc Lo be p s s i l~ l c .  WC 
td icvc  it is within our reach. To secure thc n ~ : ~ c h i ~ ~ c r y  to give cffcct to  
i t  and to  tlw will of thc majority wc simply want orgnnisation. (Cl~ecrs.) 
Those w l ~ o  arc writing and speaking iirc Lcacl~crs, ct luc~~tors of t h  nlasscs, 
I ~ u t  alLhcng11 you n1:~y l~olcl apinions yon will not acco~npliul~ anything 
nnlcss you organist, 11n1css you take some mcans of giving expression to 
your views as thc opinion of an organised I~ody, ant1 thus cxercise an in- 
fluence on thc lcgislatnre, mcl through t l~etn on thc Governu~cnt of the 
country. (C l~~c rn . )  How c m  WC l m t  acco~nplinh t l ~ c  ol!jcct convevecl in 
the Lcrm ~ l n i n ~ ~ i s t ?  Simply 11y i~~tlivitlnals not ~~u :~ , r r t ! l i ~~g  alnor~gsithcrn- 
sclvcs nhnL  Lriflcs 11ut :~grccing toabi~lc  by Ll~c will of thcmajority. By this 
nloxns, ant1 this mcms nlonc, can yon accon~l)linl~ what the pcnple want. 
(Cheers.) \ V h t  is i t  that  has scp;nstcd many of thc working classes in the 
y t  ? Why thc classes l y  wl~orr~ t h y  llavc 11ccn ctnployctl. Tllose who 

avc rulcfl us in the p:wt htivc f d c d  hithcrto Lo 110 :nlyti~ing to  cl~tinge our 
socid systcm, or t o  improvc the commnniLy in ally way. They have tlonc 
notl~ing to  cusurc that  a man secking work a d  willing to work shaU have 
thc right :md opportunity to  worlr. I t  is owing Lo this fact that  lalror, 
110th 111 tl~cnc colonicu and in E n g l a ~ d  has ~natlc nntl is makin a dcmantl 
for Pnrlia~ncntn,ly roprencnt:~tio~~. Men IOU(: :igo agit:~Lc(l for  poliLic~1 
privilcgcs nntl lmtl thc ri rht clcnicd t h n .  PoliLicnl re )rcscntaLior~ t l~cro-  
fore is ouc of the firut m$ most necessary stops. Rnt 1 want to  call your 
attention to one or Lwo things which 1n11st I)e got rid of I~cforc wc can 11e 
as  sncccssf~~l :is WC onght to  I)c, :~ml desire to  IIC, as  a grc:~t pnrlv. Il'c 
mnst gct  rid of all fol.cig11 malter, of a11 sc l~ is~n ,  of anyL11i11g likc scctaria~l- 
km,  of ~ iny t l~ ing  which is 1)esirlc thc real issuc-ant1 one wllicl~ i t  wan InnC: 
&go dcclarml t l ~ c  cl~urcllon 11:~vc fiiiled to noc.o~nplisl~. Il'11cl.c is 110 t l o l~ l~ t  
tha t  t11:it is so. Ill s: iyiu~ t,llis 1 clnitn to 11c a Christi;nl,n.n(I an1 not a a y i ~ ~ g  
II url~r(l 1 tp i113L  : I I I ~  ( ~ ~ ~ I I ~ I I I ~ I I : L ~ , ~ ~ I I .  h t  11% :LU r~r ,g :~~~is :~ t , io~l  L11c c1111rcI~~s 
11:ir.c f:iilctl Lo :icc:~n~plish Ll~c tlcuirctl cl~:tugc, ;but1 11avc hat1 asvociatctl wit11 
t h a n  a grcc~t dc:il of n:irrowncsa, bigolry, and supcrstitiou. I n  taking 
np  this IICW unionism we ~ n n s t  sec if we cannot got right back to  the level 
of the fountlcr of Christ ianit .~,  imbibe some of His spirit a.ntl get rid of 
musty theology, for some of i t  is vcry must . (Laughter and chccrs.) And 
abovc a11 wc must get  rid of crcrytl~ing t L t  p r c v e ~ ~ t s  us ~xcoming ollc 
fmnily. Each onc of us Inay hold our intlivitlual opinion or have our own 
hit11 wit11 rcgnrd to  the future, but  tllcre is very littlc difference of opinion 
regarding tlm present. (Cllccrs.) If I untlerstsnll anytlling of the teach- 
ings of thc founder of Christianity i t  is tha t  IIc came to bring hcaven npon 
earth-to set up the kingdom of heaven on earth. I folly bclicve tha t  we 
can make this heaven. (Cheers.) Heavcn is an ideal statc. I t  has bceu 
pictured in varions ways, and childrcn and othcrs have been told tha t  there 
is t ruth in some of Lhc pictures. Heaven is an ideal s tate where we escape 
from all tllc ills and sorrows tha t  we espericncc here. I n  our present state 
we sce many, very many CRRCS of suKcring nut1 of tronble. We call traco 
its causc and see a way of removing i t ,  and ~11~11 we sit idly hy and allow 
the misery to  go on ? No, a t h o ~ s m d  timcs no. Christ taught men tha t  
they could and should bring the kinglom of hcaven upon earth. New 
unionism aims a t  giving practical effect to  tliat, knowing full well tha t  the  
inherent good in humanity, if i t  has an  opportullity to  expand, will rise, 
will becomc practica,l and bind thc  pcople together. It is not difficult to  
trace the cause of the failure of thc churches. The are only now awaken- 
ing to the fact that  there are considerations beyonl the  mere questious of 
the soul's wclfare in the future world. The great ideal we have set before 
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 is h tile irical of thc  lowly Naznrine. I don't want to  leach to you, but 
I will ask you, on rcacling His lifc-and I suppose all 07 4.011 have reall i t  
-did it cver strike you that  i t  sccmcd possible to live as hc ditl, and to do 
what he did-ayc cvcn evcrytl~ing he rlitl? To mc i t  does not secm im- 
ponsilde to  live as Hc  ditl. He  went. about doing good. H c  did not say 
anyLl~iug in favor of thrift, but rnL11cr i t  seclns to mc H e  particularly 
cxaltctl povcrt . Tl~onc who h a w  followcd Him have told Lhe pcople to 
be content wit[ thc lot Providence has given them, and t h y  will get thcir 
reward in the next world. I do not believe in eontentmcnt, I believe in 
discontent. When a pcoplc are coutentetl i t  is a dangerow sign. I Iwlieve 
the first stcp towards reform is by creating tliscontcut. I cannot uudcrstand 
anybody being contcntcd with the prcscnt con(lition of things, I do not care 
what position in lifc thcy may occupy. Surely a man has some little love 
for his fcllow-men, ant1 cannot satisfy his own body with a gootl m c d  with- 
out thinking of the t l~ous~n~ l f i  of his fcllnuw wiL110nt a ~nc:d 116 all. I t  
takes root1 nurrounrliugs to  m:ilcc :my of us I~apl~y .  WC 11:bvc, all of us, 
severaf dcsircs in our n~ind.  S O I ' I ~  would likc one thing and somc another. 
All admire the I)cantif~~l,  whcthcr in nature, a r t ,  or clsewhcre. Without 
a sharc in many of t l~cse t h i n ~ s  how can anybody l)c as happy as thcy should 
bc. Umlcr Lhis prcncnt systc~u nol~ody can 11e contcntcd, m ~ d  nolmly 
ought to Ije contmtcd. Uu~lcr  thc ncw WC shall havcchange antl progress. 
(Cheers.) The principles underlying this movcmcnt are those founded on 
etcrnal t,ruth. Yhcy aim a t  giving exercisc to  the highest and vcry best 
qnalitics of In~tnan lifc m~t l  n:bLure. Ilimcn wcrc whcn we conld not advance 
thc social system :m WC can do to-(lay. I t  was not clear tha t  WC could 
havc a suificicnt food supply wil l~ont workiug ;L cousi~leral~le nmrc number 
of hours Lhm WC now find ncccclsary. IYc know no limit to  11:~turc's pro- 
ductivcnccls. To-(lay thc  cry is at1v:mcc~l that  WC arc ovcr-pro~luccrl. Too 
much foo~l, wl~ilc a t  thc R:I,IIIC timc t l~nrc are too nmny hungry pcoplc: 
(cheers) too mncl~  cloLhcs and an i~n~nensc  nnmbcr of bare I~ncka, Ll~e 
owuers of which ask to  1)c :~llowctl to  carn t l~c i r  own bread antl elothcs,and 
WC will not let thcm. Arc WC to be satisfied with this condition of thin s 
whcn i t  is in onr powcr to aller i t ?  Surely our civilisation might (70 
something hcttor for us. (Chcrrs.) Humanity is tlivirlctl into two c1:inscs- 
t l ~ o  c~nployors :iud the c~nployc~l.  The employ68 c:bn only work a t  the 
will of other mcn, and whether they are employed or not tlcpeuds npon 
whether thcy can be paid. I t  is ccrtain thaL there will be alwtiys an cver- 
increasing army of thosc who will be idle. These employers arc prc~rlucing 

'on socialistic lines, and by producing for large numbers by large numbers 
ure teaching us an important lesson. Thcg are showing us that  men can 
manage immcnse conccms, and tha t  we can have what WC dcsirc by a 
simple change-the cstsblishment of complete co-operation. (Cheers.) 
What  we have now is onc large syndicate controlling onc line of industry. 
Now, if the people were the owners of that  industry this would Le all 
right. Those who arc wealthy to-day cannot be happy or enjoy life under 
present conditions. Ercry  wealthy man is afraid when he goes to  b e d  a t  
night that  he will pick up his newspaper in the morning and find i t  telling 
him that  his bank has broken or that  somctl~ing else has happened to de- 
prive him of his wealth. There is no happiness anywhere-" Uneasy lies 
the heed that  wcars a crown." All the way down through life there is 
this struggle which ~nakcs  lifc not .worth living. Nunlerous yomg  men 
and womcn have said to  me that  there in nothing for them wort,h living 
for, and tha t  thcy wonld almost as soon dic. How long is t l ~ i s  condition 
of thingn to remain with u s?  I s  i t  to  continue, and arc we to  h a w  an  
eruption likc that  described hy L)onnc!ly in " Czsar's Column." Are we 
to have this or are we to  set to  work together by agrceing to  sink every 
little tliffcrcnce existing a~nongst us, all the litt,le ': isms " that  have becn 
thrown amongst ns for the express purpose of keeping us a p ~ r t .  Are we 
to  agree t o  drop all this, and to make a united effort to get tha t  improve- 
ment which can be effcctctl in our social systcm, taking as our underlying 
principle what tho great founder of Christianity taught to  all men. You 
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d:mlloL 11ai.e a betLcr or a morc simplc one Lh:rn that. you cmuot have 
nnccens in any movcmcnt nuless i t  is ~n?r:dly :m11 cthiu;~lly corrcct. This 
socinl systcm of ours is wnm: in crery st:zgc. I t  is ethically and 
morally wrong and cannot be expcotc~l to brm r ally good to thosc con- 
ccrnc~l ill it. WC havc to mnkc changes NI$ I expect thosc chnngcs to 
colno rnpitlly. I want to imprcss thc necessity of pcnplc ycltiug r ~ d  of 
that scltish itlca that has bccn enforcctl upon 11s of ct~ring only for nntl look- 
ing for onr own happiness. Let us sce if WC cannot have somcthing of thc 
npirit of the Fathcr of Humanity infuscd intoour lifc. Surely WC ought to 
makc a stand. What is yonr lifc or my lifc worth, nnlcss it has hcen 
cxcrcisctl i n  doing something to  adcl to thc snm of happincss of Lhc human 
family '! Thosc who are conservative cnongh Lo Ict thin s nm as Lhey are 
of what use are they to the human family ? Thcy ret;~r%progrcss. There 
are now certain well-defincd paths with which you c m  sec thc thoughts 
nntl actions of rcformcrs arc trcntling. HUII I~ I I  cncrgy has hitherto I~ccn 
excrcisctl in a wrong direction. Shall we rclnovc the ohstaclcs a d  put it 
in thc right tlircction. Our present systcm has bocn a pronou~~ccci failure. 
Political partics have f:~ilerl to dcal with cri~nc, or to found :\ systcm which 
will make criminals Letter ; anil I do not think that yon will find (undcr 
thc circumstnnccs of lifc surronnding us) ;L way to do it. In  the futurc 
things must be donc in the mass. Thero must I N  unity and co-oporation 
if we are to rise and takc upon oursclves the rcsponsihility of proving that 
we, as an Au3tralian peoplc, can under the favorablc coutlitions WC have 
around us-sctting beforc us t l ~ c  itlcal of bcing tlic first pcoplc to accomplish 
what Lhcy arc aimin nt in all parts of thc civilisctl worltl-to fin11 thc 
nolutio~~ of what is ca%xl Lhc Ialmr problcm. I think that WC can do it. 
WC can if we sct our minds npon it. WC can nevcr tlo it if arc arc apa- 
thetic or c:~rclcss, nor uulecls WC arc an orgmiscd p:~rty, nor if WC tlo not tlrop 
thosc potty diffcrcnccs cxiating bctwccn us. (Chccrn.) Lct nn sink cvcry 
onc of thcm to cffoct thc cl~angcn uccass:Lry. Thorc is thm, I think you 
will ~ c c ,  consitlcr:~l)lc tliffercnce bct\voc~~ thc new and thc olcl rmionism. 
IL is n I~riyl~tcr,  i t  is a broader, and i t  is an entircly 
ucw n~cLhotl for acco~nplishing t,l~ese necessary reforms. It rc- 
quires tlisintcrcstc~lncss, nunclfiuhncss, a11d courage on the pzrt of 
thosc who arc entering into the work. 'J'hcy will have to pnt up with 
personal i~~convcnicncics,and stand hy cach other without losing faith in the 
result, only thinking of accomplishing their object. I am not afraid of 
the ultimate destiny of mankind. I believe that the movement will 
triumph in the long run-Lhat we are making for a better state of things. 
I believe that there is an evolutionary principle a t  work, and that our pre- 
sent condition is only an incident in thc great change that has h e n  oing 
on for the last R0 years, and possibly in the ncxt 50ycars we shall he sfown 
the safe way Lo remove the obstacles we have hitherto been engaged in 
finding out. We havc special advantages in this young country, and if 
we makc use of thcm we can accomplish all we desire. We shall then 
have the satisfaction of having madc the world a little better than it was 
when WC came into it. A satisfaction greater and nobler than the satis- 
faction of a man who dies leavrng his children a mass of wealth. That 
does uot bring the satisfaction to a man that doin good for his fcllow-mcn 
does. Let ns havc the nnselfish spirit that the #ew Unionism tci~ches us 
-the willingness to subscribe to the will of the majority, cvcn though we 
believe the majority to be wrong-to have sufficicut love for our fellow-men 
to  take thcm on, no malter what they may bc or what position in lifc thcy 
may occupy. I expect to see ccono~nics adva~icc, ant1 I expect to  see 
what will be really a revolution in our social systcm in AusLralia. Let 
us set up a systcm that the rest of the world will not be slow to follow. 
We have certainly, so far, had a good name and hehl onr own in the world 
in modcrn socinl movcmcnts. I am anxious that wo as a pcoplc sho111d bc 
able to do this great work, and that we hhonld be ablc to givc the rest of 
the worlct somcthing to imitate, and thcy will quickly follow in onr 
steps. (Loud cheers). 


