
THE alarming development and aggressiveness of 
t h e  power of money and corporations under :lie 
present industrial and political systems will inevitably 
lead to t h e  hopeless degradation of the people I t  is 
imperative, if we desire to enjoy the full blessings of 
life, that unjust accumulation and  this power for evil 
of aggregated wealth shall be prevented. This  
much-desired object can be  accomplished only by 
t h e  united efforts of those who obey the  divine 
injunction :-"In the sweat of t hy  face shalt thou 
ea t  bread." Therefore me have formed the  Order of 
t h e  Knights  of Labor for the  purpose of organizing, 
educating and directing t h e  power of t he  industr~al  
masses. 

I t  is not a political party, it is more, for in it are 
crystallized sentiments and measures for the benefit 
of t he  whole people ; but it  should be borne in  
mind,  when exercising the  r ight  of suffrage that  
most of t he  objects herein set forth can only be  
obtained through legislation, and that  it is the duty, 
regardless of party, of all t o  assist in nominating and 
supporting with their votes such candidates as will 
support these measures. N o  one shall, however, be 
cornpclled to vote with the  majority. 

Calling upon all who believe ill securing " t he  
greatest good t o  the  greatest number"  t o  join and 
assist us, we declare to the world that our  aims are : 

I.-To make industrial and moral worth, not 
wealth, t h e  true standard of individual and national 
greatness. 

11.-To secure t o  the workers t h e  full enjoyment 
of the  wealth they create ; sufficient leisure in which 
to develop their intellectual, moral and social 
faculties; all of the benefits, recreations and 
pleasures of association ; in a word, t o  enable them 
to share in the  gains and honor of advancing 
civilization. 

In  order to secure these results, we demand a t  the 
l ~ a n d s  of t l ~ e  l aw-mak i~~g  power of Al~~nicipality. 
State  and Nation : 

111.-The establishment of t he  Referendum in 
t he  making of all laws. 

I17.--The establishmmt of Bureaus of Labor 
Statistics, tha t  we Inay arrive at a correct linolvledge 
of the educational, ~noral,  and financial condition of 
the  lzborirlg Illasses, and tht. establishment of free 
S ta te  Labor Bureaus. 

V.-The land, including all the  natural sources of 
wealth, 1s :he lieritage of al! the  peopk,  and should 
not be subjcct to speculative trafic. Occupancy and 
use s i i o ~ ~ l d  bc t h e  only title to  t he  possr.ssion of land. 
T h c  taxes upon land s l~ould  be levied up011 its fill1 
valuc for use, csclusive of improveme~lts, and s!lould 
be sutticielit t o  ta lx  for t he  coinniunity nll unearned 
i n c r e i ~ ~ e ~ ~ t .  

VI.-l'he ;~hl.ogatlon of 7-11 laws i1i;it (10 not bcai 
cquzlly upo:i cni~italijts  id 1ab01,el-S, and  t h s  
rernov?.l of L L ~ ~ I I S ~  t ~ c h ~ : i ~ : a l i ~ i ~ ' ~ ,  dclnys X I I ~  dis- 
c ~ - i l ~ ~ i n a t  io11s i n  the  administratiol~ of justice. 

ITII . --The adoption of,~iieajurc.i proyidin; fortlae . . 
Iicaltli a:id s:~ft.ty of rhow e~ignjied in n:lnllis, 
~ l~ : i : i i ~ f : i c t u r i~q  aud  builtlixg intlus~rics, nncl for 
i ~ ~ d c ~ ~ l t ~ i f i c a l i c , ~ ~  t o  thr~sc cngagctl tll:rci:~, for 
injiirics rzccivctl tlir~ough lack of nr:ccss:~l-y safe- 

IS.-The enactment of laws t o  compel corpora- 
tions to pay their employes weekly, in lawful money, 
for t he  labor of the preceding week, and giving 
mechanics and laborers a first lien upon the product 
of their labor to the extent of their  full wages. 

X.-The abolition of the contract system o n  
National, State  and Municipal works 

X I  -The enactment of laws providing for arbitra- 
tion between employers and  employed, an2 to enforce 
the  decision of t he  arbitrators. 

XI1.-The prohibition by law, of t h e  employment 
,. of children under fifteen years of age ; t h e  c ~ m p u l s o r y  

attendance at  school for at least ten months  in t h e  
year of all children between t h e  ages of seven and  
fifteen years ; and the furnishing a t  the expense of 
the State  of free text books. 

X1II.-That a graduated tax on  incomes and  in- 
heritances be levied. 

XIV.--The establishnlent of a national monetary 
system, in which a circulating medium in necessary 
quantity shall issue directly t o  the  people, without  
t h e  interrention of banks ;  that  all t h e  national issue 
shall be  full legal tender  in payment of all debts, 
public and private ; and tha t  the  government shall 
not guarantee or recognize a n y  private banks or  
create anv  banking corporations. 

XV.-That interest-bearing bonds, bills of credit 
o r  notes shall never be issued b p  t he  government;  
but that,  when need arises, the emergency shall be 
met by issue of legal-tender, non-interest-bearing 
money. 

XV1.-That t he  importation of foreign labor 
under  contract be  prohibited. 

XIrII.-That, in connection with t he  post-office! 
the government shall providt. facilities for deposits 
of savings of t he  people in small sltms. 

XIrIII.-Tha: t he  government shall obtain 
possession, under t h e  right of eminent don~zin ,  of 
all telegiaphs, telephones and railroads ; and t ha t  
hereaftrr no charter or l ice~lse be issued t o  any 
corporation for construction or  operation of any  
means of t r a n s p t i n g  intelligence, passengers o r  
freight. 

A n d  \i.hile ma!;ing t he  foregoing demands upon 
the  State  an2  Natiorial Gavel-nments, we will 
endr.avo:~r to asoc ia te  -our own lab?rs : 

Xi?( --To ~.::ablkh co-oixrati~,;: iasti:~~tio:is, such 
as \\ill tead to s ;~psrscJe :he ):-agc s;jtem, by th,- in- 
troduction of a co-operative i~~t lus t r ia l  systeni. 

XX-To  secu!.e for both sexcs equal I-ights. 
XS1.--To gnin some of t l ~ e  bensfits of labor- 

saving ninchine:>- by a grndual rcdi~c:io!i of t he  hours 
of lnbor to eight per dny, or Icss. 

SSll.--To pzrsuntle or::pl:)y:.rs to' agree to 
arbitl-a!c nll ciiITt.~-ei~cc:; ~ r l i i ch  Inn>- arizc bet~r-een 
them ancl theii ernpl:qx.s. i n  or-de~. t h x ~  t hc  ban& of 
st~;ip:ltl!y b e t ~ ; ~ ~ ~ i  tlitxi~i I I I ~ ~ ;  '11; s? ; -c : i~ : I~~i ie , l  aild 
t i ~ a t  s r r i h j  III:~;: i x  I-cI-~.!L~-cc~ ~ t i ! !~ccc~ .~n~-y .  


