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THIRTY POINT PROPOSAL FOR A NEW 
AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION/ORDER OR 

AMENDED EXISTING CONSTITUTION/ORDER 
by PETER CONSANDINE, 

National Convenor, REPUBLICAN PARTY OF AUSTRALIA (RPA) 

%.\ proposal 1s essenriall~, rhe rhirrj, poinr consriruriona// 
Iegtslariveigovernmenral reform package espoused hi. rhe 
n,rrter rn his speech ar the opening of rhe Inaugural Annual 
( onr3enrron qf rhe RPA held at Alburv. .Vew Sourh Wales on 
Eosrer Sarurda~,. 18rh .4pril 1987 wirh some amendmenrs and 
tour deliherare changes. 

lhere are urgent const~tut~onal and governmental reforms and they 
are econom~callv lmked For a 16 m ~ l l ~ o n  plus populat~on we are 
defin~tel\ an overgo\erned natlon We habe too many elections 

I don't d~sagree w ~ t h  fellow-Austral~anb u h o  c l a m  that Re have 
loo much democraa  - In this countr) because that IS In no m a l l  

measure glarmgh ev~dent So. what needs to be done'  There 
tollou\ d 30 point5 const~tutional leglslatwe goverrmental 
retorm package 

I he RPA opts tor an  entirely new. more reflective. more flexible 
and eas~er-to-change constitution. We concur with respected 
South Australian academic. Dean Jaensch. who wrote in a 1981 
Current Affairs Bulletin article headed "REMAKING THE 
AL'STRALIAN CONSTITUTION" about the need for a new 
constitution "which will be above government, parliament and 
people but not out of reach of the ~ e o ~ l e " .  Dr  Jaensch further 
contenaed In thls ar t~cle  that -a polrty undergoes change ana 
e\olution and m should the constitution" Very wise and 
practical. those opin~ons.  

Ilean Jaensch ~nc~dentally has confirmed that he w~l l  be the 
i q n o t e  speaker on the toplc "THE FAILURE O F  88 YEARS 
O F  4 1  STR 41 1 A 1  FEDERATION" at the third Annual 
( onLentlon ol the R P 4  u h ~ c h  w~l l  be held In Sydne) over the 
ueehend Saturda! dnd Sunda) May 20th and 21st. 1989 

I he 10 pomt const~tut~onal  legislatrve governmental reform 
package 1s as tollows 

I 4 L tler svstem ot government: National Government In co- 
operation with Regional Government intentionally. the 
r a , m a n ~ a n  Hare-Clark proportional representation 
electoral proccss w ~ t h  an  adaptationor modificat~on to 
accommodate unicameral structures with the attendant 
multi-member electorates. 

! Referenda to be carned into reform of the new constitut~on it 
a s~mple  matorit) 01- Australians Lote In fabour to a question 
or questions put h!, the Government of the Da! 

: Flxed terms 01 Parliament 4 years for both the Houses. 
Elect~ons tor both Houses of Parliament should be held 
\imultaneousl! 1.e Upper Houses. while they remain. should 
be dissohed In tandem w ~ t h  the L ower (Peoples) House and 
be subject to election. along with Reg~onal Houses. on the 
I'irst Saturda! of Uovember. in Leap Year5 Thus. 4 !,ear 
Senate term\ 

-l 4 n  Zborigmal Tribes \atIona1 Conbent~on to f ~ n a l ~ s e  once 
and tor dll lu5t compensation and restitution for the 
oripnal ndtne inhab~tants who remam d~spo\se\sed and 
d ~ \ a d \ d n t a g e d  Th15 Important plan embraces the 
honourable "Makarrdtam treat\ u e  have alwa)s ad~oca ted  

i -\ Republic w ~ t h  4 Ausrralian elected Heads of State toserve 
as ceremonial 'Presidents" primar~l!. I t  is enbisaged that 
these 4 "Prc\~dents" will act as Protectors or Guarantors of 
:he conbtlturlon and that each will hold office of "Chief 
Proteaor- r"Ch~ef Guarantor'? for 1 year and therefore 

rotate annually. Protectors too will be elected at the 
combined Leap Year elections and serve for a maximum of L 
terms 

55; of the eligible, registered electors will beable to pet~tion the 
4 Protectors regarding legislat~on which concerns them 
mooted o r  passed ,but worthy of consideration and ~f 1 
Protectors concur then a review can be undertaken and 
recommendatlons. 11 deemed necessary. may be made to the 
Government of the Day for determination. 

4 new Uational Flag: ~deally in green and gold (our  offic~al 
coloun) d e p m ~ n g  a forward-leap~ng gold kangaroo on d 

green bachground our  ~nternatronal skmbol of renown 

4 ' Jun~or  Parliament" for the 18-26 year olds 

( a )  to  occupy the old Canberra Parliament House 

( b )  to be elected one per each single member electorate 
(while they remain) at the combined Leap Year 
elections; and 

( C )  for a maximum of 2 four vear terms 

This Junior Parliament will be able to  debate contemporar\ 
Issues as they concern younger people in the polity-at-large 
45 a body with no powers it would beable to make "advisor\ 
decisions" and relay relate them to respectively the Nat~onal  
or Regonal Governments of the Day for considerat~on 

An enlarged High Court from 7 to 13 so that each State and 
Territory. (while they remain) may have at least I 
-representativem judge. We proffer that before a judge be 
eligible for appointment he or she must not have been a card- 
carrying member of any political party for at  least $ 

consecutive calendar years. The High Court must be de- 
polit~cised as far as practicable. At inception of the enlarged 
High Court the selected judge should be a resident of the 
State or Territory from which he or the was chosen to 
"represent'. while the States and Territories remaln 

"Sunset" clauses w ~ t h  all new legislation. Regular rebleu and 
appraisal of legislation and. if recommended by a Rev~eu 
Panel, then update o r  repeal or amendment of legislat~on 
a the case may be. 

Introduction of Cost'Benefit analyses and Impact s tud~es  
with all new legislation what we term as the 'justification 
code". Who wins and Who loses What are theadvantagn 
and What are the disadvantages of the new lepslation" 

Calendar year budgets and budgeting for Surpluses as far a\ 
practicable 

Discontinuance of imperial honours. awardg. knighthood5 
etc. Removal of knighthoods from the Australian Awards 
system also. 

Discontmuance of dual citizenship and attendant *pseudo- 
patriotism" 

Discontinuance of un-Australian activity ~ncluding 
allegiance to a foreign Head-of-State 

Discontinuance of use of Australian taxpayers' funds 10 

finance an! future Royal Tours. 



[>iscontinuance of distribution of political leaflets ("how-to- 
bow" cards etc.) on polling days. The hindrance o l  voters 
exercising their democratic voting rights should no longer be 
tolerated. 

Discontinuance of the practice ofappointing Ministers in the 
Senate (while i t  remains). 

Discontinuance of political structures which provide for 
career politicians. A politician should only be allowed to  
serve for a maximum of 16 years with a first term of 8 years to  
be broken by a period of 4 years before the second and final 
term of 8 years. Politicians. as with judges and Protectors. 
should retlre at the end of the term during which their 70th 
birthday falls. And every device practicable must be used to 
eradicate cronyism in Australian politics. 

Rehabilitation of Offenders Legislation. Recidivism must be 
prevented at all costs. A socially just society should. over 
graduated tune and depending upon the seriousness of the 
offence committed. expunge the records of convicted 
criminals. This would give a desirable incentive to persons 
who make felonious mistakes to be more law-abiding. Also. 
there needs to be extensions of the legal code to provide for. 

I "NO CONTEST" pleas to speed up the procas  ofjustice 
In this country: and 

L -CLASS ACTIONS" for collectives of cla~mants. 

Legislation and controlofall drugs by theGovernment ofthe 
day and its appointed authorities and agencies. 

Y on-compulsory voting. 

Establishment of an  Australian Republic h'at~onal Working 
Commission to be comprised of members or participants 
from all sides of politics in Australia. The existing 

onstitutional Commission could be ratructred to oversee 
the "fine-tuning" required to ensure the Model Republic is 
mamtamed. This body will possibly be a branch of the 
Australian Law Reform Commission or work very closely 
w ~ t h  i t  to  monitor, check and address all the risks associated 
w ~ t h  the Republican system of Government. I t  certainly will 
he a 'watchdog" type body with advisory capacity. at least. 

t r e d o m  l iom persecution from an! quarter. The RPA 
resists and contests the practice of certain theories e.g. 
creationi5m being taught to school-age children as either a 
science or established fact. We view these practicesas a crime 

24 A Lkclaratan Set of Rights which have moral force In lieu ol 
a Bill of Rights. We have appraised t h ~ s  matter exhaustivel! 
A set Bill of Rights. per se, does not nor cannot guarantee 
anyone his or her rights. A Bill of Rights. in many respects. 
would deny the absolutely fundamental precepts of the R PA 
namely: freedoms and choices and the pursuit of liberty and 
humanitarian individualism; strictly limited censorship: 
voluntary involvements and non-involvements; socially 
responsible entrepreneurship; personal skills attainment 
through preferred training or re-training courses. The RPA 
believes that people should have selective choice as regards 
voluntary euthanasia. abortion etc.. but would encourage 
counselling and mediation where immediate relatives are 
concerned. 

25 Government money and supply bills must never be delayed 
or frustrated by party political whim or hostile Upper 
Houses or groups of politicians or political p a n m  

L6 Uniformity of laws (road and traffic: libel: gun firearm. 
compensation and consumer laws amongst a host ofothers. r 
Uniformity of law reform will be easier to  achieve under thc 
proposed two (2) tier system of government and when such 
uniformity oflaw has materialised. there will be cost-saving5 
to business. consumers and end-users generally 

27 All retrospective legislation to  be rendered unconst~tut~onal 
Retrospective legislation is the most morally wrong of all and 
not conducive to  Republican ideals or values 

28 Maximum direct income tax rate to be 39%. Maximum 
indirect tax rate to  be 9%. Value-added taxes (V.A.T.)  to be 
rigorously opposed, and if introduced to be abolished. 
V.A.T is cumulative, highly inflationary and particularl! 
financially burdensome for less-affluent people. Double 
taxation. of all manner and form. to  be made 
unconstitutional. 

L9 Federal Awards system to streamline the country's ~ndus t r~a l  
relations. Also: provision for voluntary employment 
contracts: legilsation to  establish industry-based trade 
unions with a maximum number of 25: engendering 01 
profit-sharing schemes and worker participation In 

management. 

30. Specific 4 point referendum to be put to the Austral~an 
people at the first opportunity regarding the polity-at-large', 
opinion5 a p r o p o s  Australia becoming a Model 

again51 future generatons of Aus~ralians ~ m s t i t u t ~ o n i l  ~ e p u b l i c .  


