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"_THR populat idea of an advocate of women’s vights
i this;—she isan angu’ar hard-featured withered creature
- with a shrill, harsh voice, a0 pretence to comeliness, spec-
’ taicles on nose, and the repulsive title, *‘blue-stocking’
‘visible all_over her. Metaphorically she is supposed -to

. hang half way over the bar whigh'-separates .the sexes,
shakipg her skinny'fist at m d all their works.
" Tdon't think it ® ill be difficulf to unseat this idea as soon

- _aswe can get people 1o think gbout the subject at all,-for
¢~ it is remaarkable tha
"% does'invest}

almost every thinking man:who
te the |
or as &

ever Américan woman has said:—

Now as w.

ic seriously, at once hands in his *

ents against women’s suffrage— -
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Rave no time to be elaborste or diffuse, we ~

must’ be methodical and we will take first the reasons -

why women claim the right to vote ; then we will pick
u {li‘;po}:'ectionq one by one and tur'n, them inside out to

_ . show. their éntire vacuity, and finally reyiew briefly what -
"won ' in order to show -

. women are doing now in other countri [ t
how wolully *g in New South Wales are behind the
times,) For the thoughts we entertain

sectiohs of the Woman’s question are 'merely scattered

' unshaped blocks lying rough in the qharry, while in

\:

. earried w,i{hont
w
. % "Phe fo

" Ainerica and England they are already squared and set
‘tdgether in the foundations of ‘that new social edifice
: ich the 19th centary is building. - - ,
; :»quwhol?su;l)tin_ci le of the justice of ,t.tl}e woman'’s vote
- agitation may be cofppressed intoa questiont— . =
4 ord; . that men only should make thg laws
" to Which-both men and women have to conform ?

‘with quite the same consideration as they bestowed

on thelr own concerns’; no parlixment résponsible only to -

e voters can ever take any but a purely aline view
a3
“in :

should . be heard, Pray why should one half of the world
vern the other halt? Is it just. to fivst ensure the si-

nee of the weaker half by depriving them of 4 citizen's
states, and then anform then that by the laws of .th.e

| stronger fi:{tiim this is the way they must act and is
‘the way the world may legally use them. A womi's
.opinions are useless to her, she may suffer unjustly, she

. may be wropged,.but she has no power to waightily peti- .
' tio: "against. man’s laws, no representatives to urge her:

" ‘views, het only method to procure release, redress, or
" change, is to u’melusly_ 'u}t)e with the hope that after

: -the .of justice in the majority &f her
mmbestm _ui'd some tardy concession be

. granted,:perhaps in time to benefit her grand-daughters.
. 'Llicy?g:‘;nep:n ‘an’ article on *‘‘Lobsters, Crows 9nd
-Women” reminds us that in Maine the lobster question,

i t to fishermap, was discussed in Parlisment and -
duly ‘passed in-committee ; a price was set on the heads-

of the crows on the plea of the men voters ; the gipsies
. zobbed the fowl. yards and straight on the motion of men
- who, having votes, had power; the ldws were made more
a:ent; but Jwhen the women of Krkansas sent’ in a

ition that. teuiperan ‘ Stal
aols.they’ "r'ong;t!y'had Jeave to withuraw. Thé Bill
5 «h‘ﬁn ~

, at discussion ; the women had no votes so
hat did &ek desites and opinions matter?

‘of liberal:gbvernment is a government in'ac-
‘with the wishes of the majority; these m;hes are
awn and put in a ballot box for convenience in
“in thys taking the sense of the community

8 Dy tacit ¢onsent dre omitted from participa-

~ conda;
writtes)

- e s ———— =+ S————

both men and women are equally-
fairness the reasons of both sides.

sénted “hefore a resolution to table it was .

Y omit minors, felons, idiogs,‘

n‘this and other *

" ‘No strobg faction- howeyer honorable they might be, e
" ever yot looked at the rights and interests of a weaket-

ce ‘might be.tayght in th€ State

~ spite of her. )

- from infidélity—not*women.

|~ children ; to say notjing of tRe
y

and womon} why women? what kind of liberal government
or government by'a majority is this? Does hotsekeeping
orany other. woman’s employment make any onc more
unfit to conscientiously and.usefully record a vote than,
bricklaying’
to rule wlf?ch wot:en,wunt ; they have no desire to change
placeI;nB'&h- meny they only claim the right to recordan
opinion; a right difficult one would think to’justlydeny : -
an intelligent creature, ﬁ—:ere in New South Wales
-every man may vote, let his ¢character be bad, bis judg.
ment purchasable, - and his intellect of the weakest, but
an honorable thodghtful and good woman may. be laughed
at by such men, thiy can carry what laws they/please in
It cannot be urded that wofmun have no need to vote
because justice is always done even though they are silent.
It is only since 1886 that a mother’s right to share in -~
the guardianship of her chiidren has been legally admit.
ted ; even now in Some places the husbahd may separate
the children from their mother if he wills to do so. Not
alone as a'citizen byf even as a _mother a woman has not
full legal\ recognitfon.. In diforce men aré protected
-intestate estates women
do not share equally with men?) In educational endow-
ments and facilities “they havefnot the same privileges.
Wives may still be forced tg live in the same house
with a busband whom they ha?e or lear. Have women
no need of a vote to  protect ghem in these things and
in the multitade of. gther intef?ts affecting women and
tRe’largér questions of vice
and drunkenness—in Which the happiness ot womien and
ch%drep;fs always closely involved.) Th
ut the vote in these things is no e express
ion of woman’s desipes leads P a‘ﬁkge in public op-
inion which is far gjre powerful _than law. . It leads
moreover to the development of phought in women, and
to the purification of governing "bodies ; for women in
the mass will never 4ote for cqrrupt or dishopourable
reprosentatives. .o . ;
{ They say that if women vote quhlll have an effemi.’
nate nation, but those nations. ape_strongest whege the
women are most free.) How can it be otherwise while the
principle of herjtage ins & universal truth ® Children
mherit fro bi: parents and are most influenced in their
training by Jhe¥® mothers. { From/thoughtful women will
come noblesons, and gofranchfsement of women must -

make the thpughts of jyomen wider,§ Their interests less
fish, ;théambitions atapler

sel ’ more noble.” With a.
share in national life they wi ‘to care for ‘the
good ol otier homes and other affairs | their own,

‘As to thyreffect of woman’s influetioe onygoverment we
can, turn rqnztheory tp fact. In Kansas with women
voting snd*"flie prohibition law in fofce, morethan half
the state gaols are now withoiit prisoners.. In Wyoming
women have had the right to vote since 1869 and the
Speaker of the House of ‘Representatives there has been
asked to e resulis of his experience., This is what
he says =£'"1 siarted with the stropg prejudice
against wofeu's suffrage and was decidedly opposed to
it at sll pby but on As introduction I became s close
observer it€ practicaP results. I have been twice-
Speaker of .the’ House of Representatives, and I have
had opportunities of formipg judgment upon the e'r-
cumsiances.’ | 1 can now say that the more’' 1 have seen
of the results of women's suffirage the less have m
-objections been xealized and the more has the thing
commended itself’ to my judgment snd good opimion, .
and I must [rankly acknowledge, after all my distrust,
that ithas worked well and been ; productive “of much
‘good to the Territory and of no evil that ! am aware of.””
He then refers to the_influence of women’s “suffrage’in

or writing upa ledger? It is mot theright - -
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inducing both parties to choose respectable men as their
_candidates, and adds, that tie interest taken by Wg

in polities sirice their admission to the franchise,G; e -
to ' No domestic trouble, or made any of us speak
‘sliﬁmingly of women. ” . : .

Now we will consider the objections made to Women's
Suffrage. I have collected Ad which I have ever heard .
or read. ; . ) .

Some say;— “If you want to share men’s Trights

. you must shard their responsibilities too : men have
* to, fight for theid ‘country, are the women also ready to
dotheiam.elf': : ‘ o

cuts both ways —if rights and respons-
" ibilities must ’ be exactly halved, the men ‘must helr tof
_ : p y i

the “ability to fight is the one necessary qualification

eabling citizens to have.a voice in the making of the’ |

laws under which they live,! you must disqualify all old
men, and the lame, and the feeble, for they are as unfit
to be soldiers as women dre. You must also exclude

clergymen, and Members of Parliament, for they don’t -

fight — except amongst themselves. ~

Another objection’ urged- is,. that women have no
knowledge of politicsand that to vote will interfere with
their domestic duties. , :

It seems to me thata very large proportion of men
voters use their votg without any previous close study of
politics ; moreover 'that a knowledge of the hurning
questions of the day is very quickly learned even if it.i3
~fiot thrust upon the attention of all readingand thinking
people. And inasmuch as both men and women suspénd
their occupations at odd times on various pretexts with-
out upsétting ‘the order of things, fthe httle time taken
by the recording of a vote Wwill not seriously disturb the
conditions of domestic life. .

Some sdy that women haye no commercial training and
cannot therefore understand political and economical
questions.- E R NG o

Now we know that in the trading classes in France, -
and in the working iclasses in English speaking' nations
the financial affairs of the whole household are. usually
left in the wife’s hands. We know that there are
thousands of women managing business institutions, and

hundreds of thousands of women commercially employed,. -

. and therefore getting political training, — if this is what
commercial training means. ' '

It house-keeping does give narrow -views, give women
an interest in the. affairs of the nation and let their views
po widened, for it is the interest of all men to have intel-
igent housckeepers and the interest of all the world to
have intelligent mothers. . )

Women have sufficient commercial talent to be post- .
mistrésses : there are 3000 women in guch positions in the
United States alone.

As to women being inherently destjtate of average
talent, there is so much evidence to the contrary that the
objection is hardly worth answering. .

It is usual to allege that the instances: relied on are in-
stances of quite phenomenal women, bnt when we see 8o
many thousands of women holding high places in all

* varieties of avocations it,is transparently clear, that, if

women have any stimulus to work, and fair chancesto

develop, their talent reaches neatly as high un averageas
man’s, We could weary any one to death with instances,
but taking merely & few more recent papert and records

we find these fragmentary facts in evidence and- they -

- show what the sum total of women’s public work to-day
would be, 1f the statistics could be collected. In Enegland
we read in the few' papers from which these fact are
culled that during the three years between 1885 and 1888,
six women were elected -to serve on school boards.
Waen were elected on the New County Coungilsbut
the law decideM¢hey are ineligible. The London Coancil
elected Miss Emma Constn be an Alderman of the City
but she will also probably e disqualified. Two wgmen ..
have been elected by the Couneil 10 act on the Committee

i A s

ey

and are managing Trades Unions amon
1~ “They.are managing hospitals,
they age’ appointed as Inspectors unger
Act. They cotpete on even t with men a8
musicians; journalists, dentists, ph phers,. far
storekeepers, and their successes in | literature are nu
" Miss Watetson has taken the diploma of the. Edinbuigh
College of Surgeops, and is the first| woman to take the .
Certificate of the Medico Physiological . Society. - Miss:
Cradock .medical officer to the women’s clerly af:the
- Liverpool post office has been ma e &_‘membeér of the .
Liverpog: Medical Society. Two lady students took the- -
higliest prizes for descriptive and pya
Irish Royal College of ,Surgeons.’
Dublin University shows thatin’ 1
the degree of L. L, D. two took
- 18 the B. A. degree.
woman has taken the L. L. D.degr
- of Science, six the M.. A, -degree,
over 150 the degree ot B. A, At mbyrid
they have done as well, but at those |Colleges no d
are conferred. _ A R Aty
Recent papers from America, not complete statisties I
must remind you, mention that no’ leds than 2500 women .~
hold first class diplomas from duly incarporated I
. colleges. There are 60 women 'dentists.. Ref
made t¢ two women who arg_}l 3¢
steam vessels on theMississippi,.to two.
and to several women editing newspapers. .
Col[fege is foundinga Chair of Astronomy, }
Professor Maris Mitchell who has long work
department of Astronomy at that Callege ;. Mrs
is.Commissioner of Deeds in New, ¥
Prison Commissiongr. Dr. Sarshsy Millsop
appointed by thé Southern Ho ath
the Chairmanship- 6! a section, s H
‘beaten fifteen young men in an, 1 &
‘design at the Institute of Technology, Boston;
Basagr was for wany years edited by a womi
Lesli’s Illustrated | was not suceessful until M
took charge alter'lxr»husband’s’d th, There
- clubs of women formed in New Orleans for th ]
solitical economy,’ ' " - . T
pqlt is cledr tha{.‘wamen are at work and that they ' .
fit to.work. Abroad they are not idle but my infdrmation _ . -
is scanty. | I U R S e
Therz are 16 won%e,n doctors in Payis and at the ree
Medical Congresa in St.. Petersburg 163 women ;do
atiended.  The Professor of Literature at Stockh
woman, 3o 8lso is tje Professor of Pathology st.F

[the degree iof
ord and Cam

 Ifthese and the thousands of othér instances
cases of phenomena] women there must beg gr
exceptions to the ** Smaller brain ” theo #
The latest objector in the Forthigl Reviéw '8l
that women’s judgiments are hasty, and that they
sagacity : well this| is merely generalising  and:4s’
F awcef}{ Widow o{( the late Postmaster.  General)
the only real basig of conjecture/as to the
the Womsn’s franchise is ** The work  wihich
employed publicly hayZ already done, "1.* '
" Women servé as_jurorsin Washingtan : Tegrito
this is what Chief Justice Greene ‘sa ’
terms of Co(llm 1 have held & _wl.:icf :
as grand and petit jurors, asa fact
olhg::t'welvo terms glnugy for the '#€
tet

have evar been held jin’ :?i; ‘

been trying to do what a-,

_thg last six months felt n‘w

; degree that every judge 'baf 4 7jg

ring weight of the pepple in |
foxcdisiems of tho Jaw, -




