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UNITY THROUGH RELIGION 
By DAVID EOTTOMLEY 

(Extracts  f r o m  a broadcast talk given in 1 9 4 9 . )  
UNITARIANISM is a world- 

wide religion aiming a t  a world 
task. I t  seeks to bring thr  peoples 
of the world into co-oprmtion and 
friendship. Unitarians a re  con- 
cerned with establishing a uni- 
versally acceptable religious belief 
which will stimulate co-operation 
for  mutual good. They seek a 
worlcl comn~onw~al th  of peoples. 

Unitarianism is not the only 
religion which, for  its ultimate aim, 
has the establishmelit of n world 
community. But Unitarians differ 
Ttmm the niajoi.itv of Christians. 
They do not believe that  that  
world community can be achievecl 
only when all people "brlieve in 
Jesus Christ", that  is, believe tha t  
Jesus saved mankind by his death 
and that  he was the Son of God, 
the  second Person of the  Trinity. 
They believe that  such beliefs be- 
long rather to the sphere of doc- 
trine, to man's theorizing about 
the ultimate sources and ends of 
his existence. They find the es- 
sentials of rcligion to be a simple 
belief in a Universe with purpose, 
God; in love, the severest task- 
master in the world; in a society 
in which thrrc  is freedom to  think 
and men regard using that  free- 
dom a s  their duty. "The Father- 
hood of God, and the Brotherhood 
of Man" is the simplest summary 
of CJnitarianisn~. 

Many political associations re- 
gmd  the :whicvement of this aim 
of a worlcl community as  purely 
a matter  of political and economic 
organisation. Unitarians cannot 
agrcv. Though they would be th r  
last persons to deny that the 
world community can be introducrd 
without careful study of its rco- 
nomic micl political form they 
assert that  reIigiou8 belief is 
necessary if the community is  to 
function in the interests of all i ts  
members. Community, whether it 

be on 3 world scale or a church 
scale requires as  well a s  attention 
to rronomic f ~ c t o r s ,  n common I)r- 
licf in t h r  purposes for which 1111- 
comunity cxists and a faith that  
these purposes can be achieved. 
Religion can supply that  belief and 
that  faith. "Indccd", say Unita- 
rians, "religion and lifc a w  onr". 
We can live a better lifc only bp 
being religious and we can fostrr  
our religion only bp living it. 

RELIGIOUS UNITY 
If then a religious unity is ilecrs- 

sary before a world community 
can be achieved, we must ask our- 
selves how a r c  w r  to get religious 
unity? I s  i t  to come about 
through the co-operation of the 
main world religions and the sects 
within them? Or must it be neccs- 
sary first to establish one univc~rsnl 
form of religion? 

Unitarians for varioun rc:lsons, 
would, I think, oppose this Inttrr 
idea. 

A universal religion could be 
made by bringing together the ele- 
ments of many religions to form 
a composite religion. In the same 
was a s  a universal language like 
Esperanto was made by drawina 
on several languages and combin- 
ing the  elenlents thus clerivrd iuto 
a logical structure. A universal 
religion could be made by develop- 
ing a religious form superior to 
those a t  present existing, superior 
in that  i t  would Inore truthfully 
reflect the author of cxistcncr ant1 
the purpose for  existence. Or i t  
could be produced by forcing a11 
peoples to accept one of the exist- 
ing forms a s  the one, true, religion. 

Churches such a s  the Roman 
Catholic have for  centuries ns- 
s e r t ~ d  that  they a re  the one, truca 
church, and all must accept theil- 
way t o  salvation. But they have 
met with ever-increasing failure. 
A s  Iona as there is freedom of 
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thought there will be many ap- 
proaches to God as Unitarians 
well know, f o r  behind them is  a 
long struggle f o r  religious free- 
dom. 

To suppose that  a religion could 
evolve, superior in form to all 
those a t  present existing without 
contact between the main religions 
of the world is putting the cleri- 
cal waggon beforc thc donkey. 
Such a religioil may evolve a f te r  
the creation of a world community 
hut certainly it could not before. 

What thcn of the first possi- 
hilitp, thc rre:rtion of a synthetic 
;x?l iyio~~ ? 'I'his is idle s~~ecuI :~ t io t~ .  
'1'111. t~,:tditional religions a r e  in- 
cr~~.pni'atcd in the various social 
stvurtuim in which they flourish. 
'I'l~ry could no ~i io~.e  be displaced 
I I ~  :I synthetic ~.cbligion than the 
\ v ~ ~ ~ . l t l  I ~ I I ~ I I : I K P S  cwuld br displacrd 
I)y :I synthetic Innzungc lacking ill 
I I ; I ~  ion:lI : I I I I ~  c111lural associ:~tions. 

I t  appears thcn, that we must 
~ ~ i v ~ i ~ ~ ~ c i l i ~  ~ L I I ~ S ~ I V I ~ S  to the conti~i- 
~l:tttce of much d ivc~s i ty  in reli- 
aious belief. Our  
pt,oblrnl is not to Bud out how to 
c o ~ ~ v c r t  Mohammedans to Christ- 
iarlitv o r  Buddhists to Judzism, 
hut to find how the followers of 
tltrse various religions can ap- 
prrciatc each other and work 
togcthcr fo r  a world comniunity. 

TOLERANCE NECESSARY 
The- :lns\vrr ~ i v r ~ ~  to this question 

a t  a recent Unitarian conference, 
\vns tha t  there a re  sufficient spirit- 
ual at111 ethical beliefs common to 
the n ~ a i ~ ~  world religions to permit 
followrrs of these religions to 
work together. I t  would be neces- 
sary, and this is the difficult 
proviso, f o r  the followers of each 
t.t.ligion to be tolerant towards 
the forms of worship and theo- 
l o ~ i c a l  beliefs of other religions. 

Each of t h c  main religions has  
n belief in Cod, in a power beyond 
tllalt which has ordained a purpose 
i l l  cxistcncc. Each has arrived to 
a greater o r  lesser cxtent a t  a n  
npylxxi:ltion of love and brother- 
hood. One of the greatest facts  
of the world is that  a t  different 

ages and in different social and 
economic circumstances, the great  
prophets of all religions have pro- 
claimed t h e  unity of the human 
race, a purposeful universe and a 
sublime belief in love and brother- 
hood. Over the  centuries the  
Jew Jesus, and middle-class Brah- 
princely Buddha, the  proletarian 
niin Ghandi reach welcoming hands. 
They aspired to transcend class 
and nation and crcate a community 
where nian "could walk humbly 
with his God". 

The cliurches which came into 
rxistence a s  a rcsult of the pro- 
phcts' inspi~*ation have split into 
ninny qroups most of which regard 
thcir interpretation of thcir par- 
ticular prophets teacliinl: and the-ir 
evaluation of his nature a s  the 
only correct one. T r i n i t a ~ ~ i a n  
Christians rrfusr  to admit Unita- 
rian Christi:ms a s  "Cli~~istians" for 
they define a Ch1+4kn a s  onc who 
believes in the divinity of Christ 
; ~ n d  we certainly do not. Not a t  
least, in any different scnsc for  
that  in which every nlati and 
woman is divine. Yet rcgardcd 
Iiistorically, tlic Unitarian is a 
Christian church. We simply re- 
ject niuch of the doctrine held by 
??rinitarians for  we consider it  
unwarranted. I t  scems to us  that  
,Jesus certainly did not regard 
himself a s  the second person in 
a three-part gotlhrad but the bulk 
of the Christian church cloims him 
to be just that. The important 
points a r c  tha t  although we clis- 
agree on much, we do agree on 
many things and we can co-operate 
providing that  we can be humble 
about our  beliefs, ( fo r  a f tc r  all 
we might be wrong), and tolerant 
toward the beliefs o r  others (for 
af tcr  all they might be right).  

Such tolerance would prrmit 
religious groups to co-operate in 
establishing a world community. 
Our task is to  practise tolrrance 
within our own group ant1 towards 
other groups. To seek co-opera- 
tion and in all ways, to  spread the 
ideas of a tolerant and religious 
world community. 


