part, riot ofily do we grudge the time and inoney spent in piling up statistica) -
tables for fools to pldy with, but we believe that the time has long sine. 4

come when such tables’ are positively harmful. Not only do we not peed
volumes of statistics to prove to 'us what a half-hour’s walk through 4,
working-class' suburb will bring home to us far more vividly—that 1,
majority of our meighbours live in hovels that ought to be burned down
The worst of it all is that, by some queer psychological process, we are ap
to fancy that an evil recorded and scientifically tabulated is an evil remedie.
whereas it is mgre often, in fact, an evil shelved. ‘Some one said maliciousi,
of the poet Wordsworth that he wrote his Ode to Duty and then hacsdin,
with that matter. So, it is to be feared, we appoint our Royal Commisix,.
to publish their dreary reports on poverty or housing, or the cost of livin.

and then we have done with those matters,
% * %

To thése who ask for something in the nature of a positive proposal .
can only reiterate our solemn conviction, which every increase of expericic.
goes to strengthen, that for such evils as we have mentioned there is, with:-
the vicious circle of the wage-system, no remedy at all. “ Delenda (-
Carthago ”: the wage-system must go. And for our own part, much as .
dislike it, we can see nothing for it but the continuance of that struggle f.-
economic power fthat is now going on hetween Capital and Labour. \\.
believe that every shift and device that is tried, whether from good ur li
motives, to make the present system work more smoothly, will only dem. .«
strate more conclusively the futility of all such devices. It is beside
point, however true it may be, to say with our religious teachers that in -
Commonwealth of saints no such struggle would exist: in such a Comme:
wealth the wage system itsel, and the whole paraphernalia of profit-mung: -
ing would never arise. ' It is perhaps more to the point to say that in
Commonwealth of gentlemen the struggle might end at any moment by wr
act of chivalry on the part of the privileged few. But, in spite of the aceunm
lation of facts, we see no sign of such voluntary self-abnegation. That « -
of thing is not understood by our looters of the poor. Our modern plutocrs
are neither saints nor gentlemen, and it {s because considerations of riv™
and humanity weigh so little with them that the struggle to provide childr
with fresh air and sunlight, not to mention food and clothing, is. as b
been said by more than one witness hefore the latest of our commissi- v
so desperately difficult for some of the inhabitants of this land of sunsh
‘and opensspaces. A whole economic system, with appropriate ethicai »
aesthetic outworks, at present secures their grip on the throats of babes «»
sucklings. The thing cries to heaven to be swept away. It is not nv:
facts and figures we need. but more imagination, more -honesty, morc ¢onri: -

NOTE,

“ Fellowship ” was founded, and is still mainly supported, by the Fr-

Religious Fellowship. But, as that society has no dogmas, theological
political, the views expressed in “ Fellowship ” are in no sense official, an!
the individual writers are alone responsible for them, T -

“ Fellowship ” js supported entirely by voluntary subscriptions, whi
will be received by Miss M. Agnew, 268 Latrobe Street, Melbourne.

THE : REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT.
\ L mm—— . .o . :
Revolution rushes the people into changed conditions they do-not under-
«and, the advantages of which are taken on trust from the leaders. Evolu-
yon awaits an enormous movement of the mass mind in response to perco-
luting propaganda; and it always~will wait.. Revolution can be controlled
.nly by compromise ard powerful -dictatorship; and these are the very
iorees it intends to destroyy yet, when masses of people are to be governed
and directed, there are no other methods, © Evolutionary Socialism does not
cali upon the operatives to make up their minds between God and Mammon,
hetween Ceesar and fesus. Those reforms that come along in the casual
-hape of Parliamentary concessions are accepted by the worker, but they
have no effect upon his mind. He accepts accident insurances, reduced
iours and the operations of wages boards only to remain a conservative wage-
slave at heart. He does not know that the roads by which these slight con-
cessions travelled ‘are strewn with the bodies of martyrs, because the mass
memory is a short memory. The man who is going to put shape and direction
ite the future Australian Communistic Republic may be languishing in a
larlinghurst dungeon at the present moment, but that is aymatter of small
concern to the bricklayer’s labourer, who has just had his wages jumped
iva pound a day. Every comfort we enjoy, every factor in our social con-
dition that helps to make us different from the chattel slave and serfs of
icudalism is stained with the agony and blood of martyrs. .
The leader is one; the mass is many, It is the Machiavellian principle
+f the Plutocrats to strangle the leader and placate his followers with gifts, .
it is also the Parliamentary method, and works excellently, because the
led masses are deficient in revolutionary spirit. For one leader that has
fwtraved his followers there are tens of thousands of working men who have
ietrayed their leaders and left them stranded and solitary to face the
-avagery of roused capitalistic law.
Evolutionary methods must be discredited because they are too safe,-
i softening, and too slow. . Fresh problems pile themselves upon the old,
wiore the old have had time to solve themselves. Revolutionary action is
wspect, because we are not sure that the cure is any better than the disease.
but revolutionary action spreads responsibility more equally: “If there
sinuld be a counter-reyolution to-morrow, what have vou done to desérve

Canging P

Thus revolution, with its spice of danger, must prove the integrity of
x lotlowing, and by such integrity great things can be accomplished and
<reat combinations of mind and courage formed. Revolution forces people
‘o make their minds up. Australia’s social salvation depends on absorbing
s spirit, and not being made drunk by it.

A small concession wrested from the master class against its will has
1 nspiring psychological effect upon those who make the demand. What
night be called spontaneous concessions have no effect upon the masses,
Neepting to make them more conservative, They will never understand’
“hat the philosophers of the movement do: that all capitalist concessions
sre inspired by fear, and are managed with considerable cunning. They axe
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OPEN LETTER TO FELLOW-CITIZENS.

III.—To the Clergy Who Supported the War.

! the I%:;;?regie%lrg,—i[‘here is little doubt that you are in favour of haviny
iy o e y aYCourt of the Allies, but you have not a word to ity
against ;p ta :ﬁIh ) Olil contend in your vanity that this trial will show

thebGermal:]. You 'fli'egvzg: -3}-1%?331;:?'111'2’10115?;5? ’tg o eltema1 JAgmaton

divert attom. are 10pe so that the trial of the Kaiser will

-ask “ What ofttlféo(lg;ugr?:l;lgs%lﬂh " the war, and hope that people will
e f%,eet ;Jzaic;{ Iimrrlgm.en‘ccnenqu_u'e what you did during the war—i.e.. during
(o recoiars mur er. Certainly, your churches were often nothing mare
it they folt wzﬁ‘ tg ]fé where the consciences of men were ridiculed—that is.
more of the flag thanal)lfol'zln %?cclﬂ)cr)ft?rllrég;s I(':ertamll}:h Yt o th Bl
relating to peace, love, forgiveness and odwi A o e en
€ , love, forg § goodwill made you, the Church oi
;’123;631@%?’ _\l’\lfhtl_lffi! C%hc: parts that breathed hatred, rgvenge an(il t;l:rullt\'
P eamated 1o rjnes 1_te f}lrlcn.l, and were naturally often quoted by you as
xolained o 1';1}1 o follow. You twisted the Sermon on the Mount: vou
helicvers enery!] %S&Xth Commandment. If Agnostics, Atheists and un-
ar’nb'assadgr ally ha done this, we could have understood—but not (od's

] ors on earth. You, the Church of God, cheapened your hook, which
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vou call GOd’&wo‘l}d._ Yau, the fAOHO‘Wel"S.‘;Of 'Ch‘riét;'.chégpé'ﬁéd étht\ Y
ihat in times past had creditable records to.your honour, that in the*past
uplifted an d changed men; set ;yourselves the task of making. men devils

who were the light of the world have 1oved darkness rather than'light.-

e _ ; . : ;
You, the Church of God, who should have rescued a-distressed: and stricken

vorld, ‘were a.clog, a disgrace, and a ‘menace. For when' you saw.men

things. - I your cruelty and treachery you led them to a’ precipice instead,-

and then, with shocking savagery, you mocked those trusting sotls and

i erled them into.the chasm. You have cheapened things that are good.

Vvou have cheapened moral bravery, conscience; the love of man to wife,

{amily and home;' You have cheapened things that exalt, and glorified

things that debase. You, the Church of God, have cheapened the hope of -
men that good would ultimately overcome evil. .God and men looked to

von for fruit; they searched for grapes, and, hehold, wild grapes’ You

Tmicked with small things. You were shocked if men’s graves were likely

i be desecrated by the unspeakable Turk, yet regarded not the shell made

by a “Christian” country that blew him to pieces. You are scandalised by

widows being asked to contribute to the cost of chiselting on a soldiér’s.
lombstone, 'yet allow the blockade which is responsible for deaths by the

million. What must Christ think of you for so cheapening His Church?

1f you had pleaded expediency. or the suddenness’of fright, or excep-
lional eircumstances, men might have excused you. But you adopted the
superior attitude that your words and deeds required uno justification. You -
holdly quoted Scripture, boldly preached men out of the Church, boldly
iold them that nothing mattered but the * Empire.” While even “ worldly ”
men see the horror of war and want it-banished, you seem willing and ready
to repeat your actions when the next war comes. The Capitalist and the
international financier know they can count on you then. The 'diplomatist .
knows he can depend on you for a slogan for the next war. For you have
dragged religion into warfare, and mixed heaven with hell. You have called
evil good. and good evil. You have cansed “little ones to perish.” _

For all this you repent not, nor retract any of your vile statements.
Vou are not changed. You, the Church of God, that preached repentance
{6 men for lesser sins than murder. have not yourselves repented. You -are
not perturbed when meaner men take your place in withstanding the world’s
evil. We hear no declaration from you that you have shed innocent blood.
\We do, however, hear from outsiders the pronouncenrent continually that,
if you had heen true to your Teader’s ideals, this war would have been
very likely averted. or at any rate shortened.. The: position, however, -is
not quite hopeless. The world still requires leadership. help, counsel and
kindness fromi you. You can stiil take your place of usefulness in the world
if you will. But it will not do to bhe calm, unchanged. undisturbed. You
must sweat, agonise, cry for help and mercy, must confess to the world
and to God your guilt. You must learn that vour only war-duty is to with-
stand war, and you must telt the world boldly of your.new attitude. You
must side with the oppressed, the poor and needy, and him that hath no
helper. In a word, you must be born again—Yours, ets., WARRIGAL.
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sroping in the dark, you held up & torch pretending ‘to ledd them to better . o

i




