


“(YUR Liberties have been fought for ... . . The miners at;
- Eureka in 1854 fought for and “extended democracy ...
" The Australian Peopie in 1914-1918 defeated the propesals’
“to vestrict, Jiberty when they threw conseription out en twe.
. In the depression years the Now Guard suffered the fate
-of all destroyers of liberty in our country 7 R
.'I;he' ‘suceesstul. 2nd World ‘War to defeat fa.su:.:ism was
another milestone in- our struggle to extt_end. ﬂ_emoc_ratig
freedom. - - R A TR
" 7'But today....

The Anstralian ,peolp'le face the sternest fight in heir-

history—the fight to defeat the Communist Party Dissolution

Bill..... . -
..f‘(.)n é.ll: past occ;'tsions"- \thexi' liberty ‘was e_nd_a.ngered
Aus_u_'a.ilan-',democra,ts' have united their forces to defend
their rights and liberties, - L e
"l 1'1 ;.I'_h'eﬂ- Aﬁétfa.lian :Peoﬁle’s- Assewbly for Human Rig_htsL‘T_
. neta in Melbourne, September. 14-17th-—attended by 417 delef.

gates representing 467,000 Auatralia,_n:qitigens_—has called for
‘the complete defeat of this Bill to destroy démocracy...has

drawn attention o ihe fact that the Bill is, aimed at the

‘destruction’ of all those corganisations and, individuals -Yv_ﬁ“
4."ﬂeféxid jpéa;t_je—suppnrt better wages. and. _worki:}g c_ond.i.t_mna
'-hil,d.'gti_rld_ 'o'nj:_t‘:he sidé‘ oi_’., pll'ogr'ess,‘i: R P AR AN

e -
Y

R

: “'people;

‘ 'ﬁiis T-pé.n's'phlet by. Mr, M. 3 .inl_ius,'-,l.’-‘_rishal_le' Barrigter, ex-
.plains -why ‘you,” too,” ';hugld‘__ﬂenc!or_é;e{ the decisions of the-
{People’s Assembly and take  your pla the strugele for:
freedom,.. - Lu

MeHZleS'Bl" andAmendmenfs 'Explu ne(

. Great mass pressure from Australian democrats held up the

. passage of the antl-Communist Bill' in June. To prevent Aus-
Aralla from being dragged to the Very -brink  of fascism, an even -

stronger campaign is needed now to defeat the Bill, which the
Mengzies-Fadden Government intends 'to present to- Parliament

S very shortly. - -

- No_one can, afford to-be complacent,  Elements in the Labor .

. .foarty are intriguing and campalgning to optain Labor:s su_rrénd_e‘rr

the Government on- the issue. : .
-~ The danger of g compromise or a surrender has become more .

écute 85 the plans for atom-bomb warfare are pushed ahead,’:

and as the danger of depression’ looms larger, - For the Bill is an
essential link in-the chain of preparations for still higher profits =
from aggressive war and worsened economic standards -for the- .

The Bill is called the Ausfrﬁﬂan"comn{ﬁnist._mrty'ljissolu'-; e

: : gﬁ? bill.- I_t _sh_o_u]d be called the Australian Democracy Dissolution

v, .. In the name of peade—war is being prepared, . -

In the name of putting value back into the poungd, wo_rkex"s'r". ‘

Wages and conditions are reduced, _ S e

. In the . name. of freedom—every cherished freedom  ig * -

: £ ed with ~destruetion. . This is 'being done by politiciansg - -

- who loudly proclalm how “democratic” they are, = - . .. < o
.. By calling this Bfil the Australian. Democracy ' Dissolution -
Bill, we strip the smoke-screen of Nes which conceals its frue

- nature and content, T T IR

S With the amendments proposed or ‘accepted by the :Gov- .

. ernment, the Bill js now in Some ‘respects worse: than In its -
o original form. ¢ L : - T

. " With the amendments proposed by, the. Labor Party, it would = -
. not be much better. - O L T ]

.y The difference between the Government Bill and the amended
‘fascism and -brown fascism.: -

u campaign is essential to ensure this, . . .-
0 amendments to the Bill were dealt with by the: -

" Pederal Parllament before it -adjourned. - - . .
- .. The Bill, both in its original and amended form, sets out to do
=, the fellowing:— """ e e Lo

'® To declare the-Australian Communist Party an -unlawful
- ‘association and to dissolve ‘1, to- seize its property without
compensation. and .to impose heayy :penalties for  certain
activittes, = ot T L A
To declare ' certain other . organisations unlawful, dissolv
--them, seize their. erty withaut compensation-and impos
“heavy penalties,- - TR
To prevent, “Communists? ¢ a5 defined in the Bill) from holdin
any office In a-union: or rom. being ‘employed by any.Com
< monwealth  authorify, g P el :
."To provide ‘& streamlined.

. Mment’s - suspiciong.




PR

.‘that theéy are untrue upon- anyone who challenges. the valldity
of this outrageous BN =+ - ..o~ i 0 il im s e Bi
.o If they were true, the Glovernient had and has ample power
_under the Crimes Act and ‘other-laws to:obtain conviction. of
the guilty indlviduals.. = .= A U R TP g
:The fact that no action has been- taken. 13" incontrovertible

. - t . . Dot S
... ...Unions Threatened Too
Tt does not-include a union which is registered: in the Cour
,—but as soon ds a union is dé-repistered it comes within: th
- definltlon. - De-registration s becoming.a popular weapon “used
-, by the Arbitration Courts ngainst the working- class, .0
- .0 Hence Menzies’ Bill alms to give power to smash, by exect-
o -tive - actlon - and .without any adequate appeal, most -of the
¢ .. .popular organisations.that.exist or that might come into exisi-

“proof that there is mo truth in the charges, - -+ - =00
.77 " There has been only one thorough judiclal Investigation into
the Australian ‘Communist Party—the Royal Commission—Vie-"
. foria, presided over by Sir Charles Lowe, a Supreme Court Judge.
“.“w Not one of the charges against the Party in the Presmble’
-- bo the Bill iz supported by the findings of the Royal Com-.
... rssioner, . . R e
’ -z 'The mere fa.c_t that one political party sets out to declare”
another political party unlawful fs ih itself an extraordinary -
invasion of political Mberties. .. . . LIl T
o No wonder Menzles described the Bill (Hansard p. 1998)"
- *1d ordinary met”; and as “an extraordindry Bill” (p. 2748)
.. .No Appeal Allowed ; -
g -7 'The clause declaring the "Australisn Communist Party un- -
. o - lawful provides. for' no appeal ¢f any kind.  As Menzles sald
.. -:.(Hansard p. 2005): ‘Under this measure the (Communist) Party .
= is belng disposed of with-no right of appeal and no humbug.”
>+ Other organisations can be declared unlawful if they are of a
.«certain description and if the Governor-General is of the opinion
- that their continued exlstence *would be” (not “Is) prejudicial
) to the securlty and defence of the country or to the execution or -
. 7 to.-the maintenance of the Constitution or of the laws of the ..
“ Commonwealth. - _ Lo T T
e oo Thus an organisation can be declared uniawful and dissoived -
. "~ if the QGovernor-Gieneral is of the opinion that at some e
. -speclfied time in the futureé and under clrcumstances which
- might never come to pass 15 would be prejudicial to the mainten-- .
. ance of the laws of the Commonwealth, PR
©\ .- The orgenisations which can be declared unlawtul by : execu~
. tive action are:— .. - PR : - : S

- @ Organisations which are affiliated to the. Australlan Com-. -
munist Party; 0ol L b e e L
@ an organisatlon, which, at any time since May, 1948, had '
Ats committee of management a majority of members of
the Party; or- oo R L
® an ordanisation ‘which at ‘any time ‘after' May, ‘1948, had = -
supportéd . or- advocated ' the- objectives or policies or prineciples

or:teachings or practices of Communism; .. - .. 7.7

@ or~the policy of which was.at any time aftér May, 1048,
aped.or {nfluenced, wholly or substantially, by members of the
Party, and: which - was used 4§ & means dvocating the pollcies

. ence in the future. -

S ——

;.. . 'The only “appeal” allowed by the Menzles Glovernmen® wal
1ot as to whether .the' organisation would  be -prejudicial to th
defence ‘of the couniry, ete., but only &s to whether it cam
Within the description of organisations which eould He banned,:
. . . c [ ¥ E_ TR 1 T . C . T
<~ Labor Opposition Half-hearted
E "The” Labor Party, which accépted the clause banning the
- - Communist. Party with ‘mo rights of appeal and - no-humbug*
-~ decided that ofher oganisations should have the right of appeal
. and trial by jury. - . . R T e e
- iike the Government, the Labor Party refuses to the Cofi-
munist Party any right of trial or of appeal.. ..
: It accepted Ménzles’ plan 6 remove. Communists and mili-
- tants from their union positions or from employment by & Com-
- . monwealth suthority. ~ It -merely - wants . the -Government; - to
©..Uprove” its charges agalnst them,. . ;7. T T L e
e . 'The main outlines of the Bill wers seceptable to the Opposis
= ton. The amendments moved by it which surrourided the essen- -
.- tlally faseist structure of the Jegislation with 6 democratic sura,
© . were not. acceptable tH the gqvernment. R AT
.- All Progressives Threatened
. The Government’s refusal to_accept the amendments clearly
-+, - showed that lts aim I8 not merely to smash the Party and jail .
.1 - “Communists” but to destroy ALL movements for peace, genuine
.7 democracy and social progress, ST e T E
. What Individusls ean be “declared”? - R
The amended bill provides that any person who was since
- ‘May, 1948, & member of the Australian Commumist Party or a°
“Communist™: (as defined in the Bill), who is now or who at any
.- time in the future becomes an 'official of a trade union or.an
" employee .of a Commonweslth authotity ean be removed from:
his office or dismissed from his employment by the order of the

-

- oGovernor-General.. o o LT L T
-~ .- In the case of officlals of unions or ‘union branches,. the
declaration, to be effective, must be preceded by a8 declaratio

{. that the particular umion is, in the opinion of the Governor-:
‘..-General, vital to the security of the Commonwenlth. ” Coritiary
“to popular opinion. it i3 not only  unjonists "in the 'coal. stee

-transport, power . and:: bullding industries “whdse . unions T

: iy “toT wnd to” “any . otheé

job - ““declared”. Is ot ‘imprisotien
A0S, Wies - Il L worse than that,Ttts- starvation for the petson “declar
assoclations,. Peace. groups, Jor the members of his family. - Who' would employ a1t

eratic Rights. organisations,

-.fg'.ﬂhiSﬁtiQnS;:i-:ybu pprentl Incklist . In
i1 tsioh, Al R

mqme_;—h?as “been  published ;on. & - \Jovernment’




~ Government's ln.l',e;];tl.On“. _- _“ ‘_ s ) . ' . . o . - ' . :., L
1 to “fight him , i N
 eeying i o' st and ‘no i e £10 Wage Fight Illegal " .

rever we find him
ary a:t; all,” (Hansard, . -

. But this safeguarding feature-—and ‘it is a very slim safe- ... .
_guard—has been overcome in the amended Bill. An amendment
;" provides that a person shall not, after- the dissolution of -an

organisation, knowingly -continue, or assume or pretend to con-
. {irue, any of the activities of that organisation or body. 'Penally

¥ Makes You a "Communist”

he term “Communist” is defied '8 ' person who' stipports -

or advocates the objectives i | ' :
e e s pold bbb SRS SRR | oy of e g s g o sty o e
%n = genitlédcégglnﬁ:hggo(ggngg% 'debeéte . and I ell?irk:'of Party e Sﬁxes’l.or the circuiation of the atom bomb petition, are “made.
" this definition Is exce - ard, p. 3942): “The net cast by -~ 1 - Hegn semers of org tons & o ot wno
s detnitin 1 e e(dln%ly wi.dg:f ‘e Attorney Gore o s steb:f: B o "It is not only members of organisations declared unlawiul who
. B g e Atborney. General 'hage ee 7 ate threatened with jail for carrying on any of the actlvitles in.

.. =& definitlon’that Is wi )
- alter,” ) de er-l?ug_h t° which the organisation was engaged. The drag-net is out to
7. . Caught In the net, then is a pe; el . - eatch “any person”, whether a membel of the organisation or
¢ tives (e.g., the socialisation of th person who supports the objec~ - ;' - Rob who at any time in the future does anything which the . -
Hon and exchange) although- e means of production, distribyg. . o o organisation, through its members, did In"the past when it whs = .
, Of'c%mu[flsm' : ough he may not suppert the practicg;' St Ulawful to do . S VT L
L 0 Caught in the met, 100, s the “nersah . ah i L S B SO o e T e e
. ’ ; h o o K : © ... .. The Section also implies that it will be -an offence to cam- . ... ' .
; 'iﬂﬁa’i"}};?",gﬁ Communism (e.., n-ﬂ; bggi?o‘:;ag:hfoﬁa'&“cﬁes S "'paign for the repeal of the legislation should 1t be passed | For 1.

women, banning the atom’ bomb), ali ht:'ug;lcgt; T -E‘;‘gi&?s :é?:xi-}y an_act-ivit.y in the dlrgct.' ipte;-gst_ of ‘a.n.umn,_wm} L

.catch. the people whom {t is

£ ¥ not support the -objectives or the  teachings of e

L munism, :
s Caught In the net, then ; . e - 1
B g 1. . are hund AR _ _ S ' ‘
o Buvort, By lfa’ar@‘?sfugé’é?axl’s‘f’?ﬁf’“a;"’Ed‘fhgt fhowsands ot prax .| " " ' Saecret Police Raids . - |

. 'They are caught beca.uSQ eg¢tive, . L Rt I: T S . ) L . . v o - - ;

th rhm ) Jrloo e L : . .- R Gyl ‘

‘enough, intending to catch. theni Goye_ . B_nf' f:ast ‘the 'net wide -7 . .. The amended Bill gives power %J_personst .aut&h?'oised tg the . .

L N reh warrant and to.enter -any .o

The . Labor - Part H . . ) :

: - despite . L MeIehidte i . . Attorney-General to obtain a sea

d}si%togbout the wide cI'l'B,ractcéxP of thsetgeaﬁ?ftibMCKﬁnnas eom- Lt place, tirn it upside down, strip and search the occupants,-usifg =

O Phreove any amendment to the desnitior of “Commumnist.* = . [" . Tcce if necessary, and allowing them to carry away any property -~ -. -

to the Egigﬁefrﬁ,‘}f,&{nerlmmms_ were moved l:?;r‘l the Governmens | they think belongs. to an unlawful assoelation. . .o = /00 0
clauge. . There is no substantial dlﬂere:g; Rt o pr’dee?t?V i?awrt o%'é’g’uﬂid;sse?zoed' Iiffl fr?ée :ts%crg? -poililc%mdual E}vhos.e L

b {; 1 39 N
ELwee; any o HIEHI. A]l reverse blle or d.inm ¥y r uIeS of Pr Oced ure. In ﬂddi tion t'o b
Said to be the basis of -tt 1€ BI Itish- IEE B:l S5¥ Stem B "

.. A Government smen - SRR PR F

dment provided that an' organisatlon - - .- | - - desling with "proviilg”. ﬂ}f't'-‘gi, persotrildbglonged. to:an unlawfal ¢ .
pe : assoclation, & new clause has been mdded. S
It provides that, in any-proceedings under the Bill, proof that.. .
any printed or rorieced document contains the name -of & persom -
as the author of it,-1s prima facle evidenee that the person named -
was the author of fhee - "o, o L e e T T
o That is giving the stamp of legal approval to forgery and
.- frame-ups with a vengeance ! A person’s name is. put . on’a
do?ézm;anltr——he then has to bring evidence to prove that he. dldnt
© - .The Act aunthorises the Governor-General to make Tregula=
7 {ions. créating offences.for .which. the penalty is:£500.fine or six
" monthg’ jall. " A

. The Bill, either in the form demanded’ by . the Government
.- or in-the form envisaged by the Oppositton amendments,
vile attack upon :democratic liberties. ... 2w
77 -All who. Jove: ‘freedom-~freedom ‘to, think, - to organise
for peacewa.nd‘social;progress-_—must opposs -the . Bill lock;:
18 TP andd . and DATPEL . 5 s Tl o i
,,,,, s e T R DR 18RO »:..'The Aust;ra.lian_People’s?.Assembly'for,Hum'an- Righ
; A ] ; it s by 467 delegntes from people’s orgahisations throtghout.
monwealth representing 467,150 Australian citizens. which met in
ORIDE:; i~ Septemhb = 1Ty unanimously - thi

e

ﬁeganl%xl_s'ﬁil‘cllered by & committee of five. e
ot o ewﬁggefnment s not ‘bound' by ‘the advice «of
mmittee, 5 merely authorised to “consider” tﬁi'gfa&gis
% na;.tuP To Five Years Jail . -... .~
. The penalty section of the Bill ides s fodl terim ‘or’ o
tp ﬁ;ﬁigesg;itfg; pertaln"offences.',Tﬁ;%vig.e;gléiggﬁﬁgm o b
sy o, i gl A P, Sl IR
clation, ‘any. activity ‘in  wh rests of an unlawful asso. .
engaged or could nave engageds, 7, VLUl es0cation yas
"The Cornerstone. of Masxismt snibisr. is. this Hhocoe 5 con.
This tleory. teaches,: amon?(gis%ﬂfg-n-i?lism 5 et ooy of valu

carried




g.-of delegates " from- beople’s ~organisations
l L condemns' the ‘Communist Party Dissolutlo:

BHI a5 8 measure which, if effect can be given to i ‘would ‘eon
Veri our country into a vast concentration camp, -

#¥The Menzies-Fadden Government, through this ‘Bill, aitoe

: b'ér.ty,.j but ali who coniribute in any way -to ‘beace, democracy
'econ{?mic,w.elfqrg, nstional independence and cultural advance-
ment. . .o oo T T TR
- “The fascist structure of this Bill cannot. be “gltered by
amendments, . Nothing ' less than the .defeat - of the ' entire
measure and of jis sponsors will' ‘serve” the needs of peace and -
. 1 “This Conferenceé calls on all patriotic . Australian democrats
:Rémake_lthe" Canbgrra politicians hear and obey -the volee of -,
; beople,. . - R S R T
.. For the sake of peace—fight and win the batile for freedom.
-7 “For _the ‘sike of freedom —3fight and ‘win the- battle: for
peace.”” U -l s R R T e
. " The Resclution was affirmed at a Rally of 8,000 Melbourne -
citizens on the Yarra Bank on the -final -afternoon ‘of the
! ﬂ.ssembl_y.' L I . . - . B e ) o 3
.. The wide opposition, amang -all sections of the.people fo © -
< this Bill, -is best ilustrated by the platform of speakers at this- =
- Rally. They were: R : ey e
UM i&iMc?hﬂlips.'_Na-tional ~Secretary, Ironworkers’ Asso-
"~ Rev, Frank Hartley, Methodist Minister. . . i 0 40 L
= UMIE, Briah - Fitzpatrick, General Secretary, Australian Counei!
v Otvil Liberties, oo en T TS TR SRR
Celer UM J, Goull, Secretary- Tiquor -Trades ‘Union, - SR
Mr.' 8. Goldbloom, Jewish Coumell. . - ke L e
o :Mr. F. Hardy, Fellowship Australian Writers.
Mr. R. Lockwood, ‘World Peace Committee, - S
.. "Mr. .R. Dixon, Australian Communist Party, S
“Mrs, Meany, Darwin Trades and Labor Council. et T
"Mrs. Doris: Blackburn, -ex-Independent - Labor MHR, e
Mr, Wilfred Burchett, author and TIEWSPAPET COrTespol dex:_lt,_' :

Mr. Poon,” Chinese  Seamen’s Union..-:.~ :
Rev. Alfred Dickie,’ FPresbyterian Minister. o

“This Bill ean and must be defeated, . -




