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Associrtion to be determined by each 8ta
The discusston ghnll contlnue up to a date to be
by the Natlonal Commitiee, CPA.

For the period of the dlsoussion, arrangements shall be
made with the Daily Worker to publish & geml-woekly
discussion bulietin s & supplement to the paper. This
pulletin shall be open to ali members of the Assoclation,
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We Communists renew our pledge to do everything te
asstroy fasclam and reastion, to advance the cause of American
and world democracy, the causs of national fresdom mnd social
yrogress. We ere determined to co-pperRte with _ ril  anti- 3.
“agoists mnd all democratic torces to achieve these great

i
ard@ of the OPA, at lts meeiing of Jun¢ 2.

te Commiitee.
decided

Suectives,
The Matlenal Ba

oz ndopted the following additional motlons: . . "
& Slate organisatlons *may publish special discussion

I 31‘:“:7‘““““1 Committee shall be convened within twa tulictins 1t they go desire.
2. The ! lon by the anip of the on 5. During the entire peried ot the disousslon, the pollcy
and practical mass work of the Assoclation shell be

the Resolution “of the Naticnal Board shail start im=-
medlately In the Olubs and in pther meetings of the
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The Party As The In

governed by the Resolution of the National Board.

heritor Of Socialist Trends In The
ovement

attitude to the unemployed problem.  In conditlons ol
wldespread uhemploymeni, the Government was foreed to
take action and the Soclal Questions Cemmittes attracied
great attention.

A Dhetter basis for Socialist actlvity was achleved when,
on September 1, 190% the Victorjan Soclalist Parly was
formed and absorbed the existing socinlist groups. Now,
the best elements of the Sorial Democratic Federation and
the Vietorlan Saocialist League found -0 cemmon ground.
The new Vlctorian Boecialist Party attracted a good deel
of support. Ii was a considerabie development onl the
narrow sectarian outlook of the early aocialist groups, cut
off, as they were, from the muss movement.

Amongst the aims of the Yictarian Socinlist Party was
that of winning the Labor Party for soclallsm, Tts history
is thus Lnextricably woven with that of the Labor Party.
For that remson, many men now in leading posltions In
the Labor Party served thelr early apyrenticeship wlth the
V.8.P.~John Curtin, present Prime Minlster, John Caln.
Leader of the Labor Parly in the Vletorian Parliament.
Thomas Tunnecliffe, ex-Premier of Victoria—now dis-
eredited right-wing Lapor polltleian.

Then in April, 1908, the Victorian Ruclallat Pacty estab-
lished )tz newspaper-—'The Hocialiat” Tom Mann was its
editer.” “The Soclalist” survived the 1014-1918 war and did
not fnally cease publication until 1922, Activities by the
Vietorian Socialist Party, based upon the aariier experlence
of the Social Questions Committes, included the running
of e Socialist Sunday School, Yarra Bank ralller, Bljou
Theatre rallies. .

The development of the snelalist movement did net go
unehatlenged by the capitalist elass, Street meelings were
panned and many apaakers weré prosecuted and convleted.
Tom Manhn went to gacl as ona of 10 socialists convicted of
siyveet speaking. Mass campalgning succeeded in breaking
down the series of prosecutions. A victory for Eree speech
had been won: it had not heen-in valn that Tom Mann had

picked oakum in Pentridge gnol

The new Socizllst hodies were going through intense
birth agoniesfuectarlunlsm. personal rivalries and jetty
jealausies all played a part. Thelr welding together against
the common ciass enemy wns urgently nceded. In July,
1007, there wae convenad In Melhourne R conference of
Australian socialist bodies by which it was aimed 1o bring
about & united woclalist front. To that conference came
representatives of 2000 socialists. Included amongst them
were tne Vielerinn Socinlist Party (represented hy Tom
- Mann) apnd the Qoeiniist Lahor Parly (including the
victarlan section of the Soeclalist Labor Party), On a
motion to establfsh the Soclaiist Tederation of Ausgralia

knowi bR the - Australlan Sacialist Perty), the
Party \witndrew, But the conference wos
in glving birth to the Soclallst Federation

EUR'HTKA, the strugg)s for the 8 hours' day, the Maritime
Strike, were all pf first-rate impartance in the poiltical
development of 1he Australlan working class. The davelop-
ing capltalist sconomy inevitably dGemonsatrated to the
nagcent working class tha Nimitations of lohbylng with the
existing bourgeols politienl partien, th an effort to secure
worklng clags demands. Tha use of the naked power of
the capitalist atate to mupptess bthe 1300 strixers brought

to e deoislve head tha previous hesitant conslderations of
the formation of & separate political party of the working

elnsa.
1890 marked a turning point In she history of Australian

working class politics. But it was suceeeded by a period of
raformist domination—a perlod in whioh the Labor Party
get itself cut upon the histeric road Bo vividly portrayed in
1918 by Lenin—the pulldg of & strong central govarnment.
An expanding capltaligt ecaonarny provikied ihe ideal
N cenditlons for reformism. Reformist idead were dominant
in the working class—time and conditlons dld not yet
permit of any pus the mosl, farseeing geotions ynderstanding

the Mmits of peformism.

Tn thess conditions, the early struggles of those who
eould sep beyond the limitations of reformism ware ‘hound
to be diffioyit. But tha development of caphtalism, with its
jnexorable 1aws, provided the foundation upon which the
deas of sogiaiism must survive, no matter haow weakly nor
whnt the petbacke in the early period.

Ip that general background, wa find in Victoria, through-
put the latter part of the 19th century, soclalist igeas of
varying Kkinds gtrlving for expression. In 1887, there
appeared In New South Wales the Aunt::a!lan Socialist
League: In Yictorla, n litile later, the Sccial Democratic

Federatlon.
Then gulte early in Victorla'a soclalist history appeared
the Vietorian Roelplist League, in tha foundation of which

in the nineiles Beén Fillett—a colleague of Tom Mann in
tHa London Dockers’ dirike—-had played a prominent part,
Reference should slao be mads to the anarchist movement
and the well-known Melpourne ldentity J. W, (Chummy)
Fleming, who, in 1889, launched the anarchiat mevement in
; Victorla, Although temporarily ths anarchiata nltrinoted o
i large following, the movement never obtained a s0lid mass
acking. . .
b Aengclatecl with Victoria’s early socialist history 18 the
great name of Tom Mann. In hie work, the birth and early
growth of the goclalist movement is epltomised. After his
arrival In Vietoria, jn 1903, his main activitles wore devoted
to organising in the officlal Labor Party bedies; put in 1805,
he sct cut to establish the soclallst movement on 8 firmer
b Mann found that socialist agtivities in (later
n June, 1905, Mann foun at soolall i
Vlcllorla. were at a low ebb, with the Social Democratic SQ;‘iﬂm‘rt-ch:::r
Faderation promoting the _only soeiniint meptings. 'He ﬂt Asl:strnlia
commenced weekly lecturas in the Bljou Theatre, Thore © 1a. 007
lectures gave rise to the Social Questions Clommittes. The (Barly in 1 _.laia
- aetivities of the Soelal Questions Committea were not con- Party (the Australian
fined to propagands bui included the organisation of a the Sociallst" Labcu;;| 2y
mass canvass to expose the Government’s jrresponsible  the withdrawal of the Soci

Victorlan section of the Soelallst Lahor
Socinlist League of 1887 nad hecome
Party) had heen estobiished, Aflter
list Lahor Parly frowm the unlty
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conference of 1807, ail sections of that body, includi
Vlctorkan, pursued thelr lonely sectarian exi’;tence. (’)nbzstm-a
ately rafusing to have aoything to do with the masa move
ment or day to day demands, It degenerated Into a group
of unprincipled chariatans. Today, It constitutes one of
the semi-Trolskyite reserves of the moeat reactionary
secg:m of the bourgeoisle,)
ter the 1907 unity conference, the Yictortan Sool
Party functioned within the Socialist Federation of ;\(;:tlt‘l:!
ls. Co-operative Ideas rtevenled themselves In ths
ertablighment (and continuance for some years) of co-
operetive bakery and grocery stores, In the Federatlon
‘the Victorfan Soclalist Party advrneed the ldes of suppnrf
of the Lahar Party In electlonp. But at the 1908 conference
nf the Federation, n decislon wee mada that np Boojalist
could be s member of a mnon-Soclalist politioal party
which, of course, included the Labor Marty, As a cop-
sequence of this decislon, two socplallst candidates stond in
the elactlens of 1308, Percy Laldler polling 85 at Colling-
wood, and Angus “cDonell 82 at West Melbourne,
An iden of the Party’s polley Is provided by Mann's 1908
pamphlet “Industrial Unlonism,” "“Wages %oards" sah‘i
‘I‘Hnnn, apeaking of industrizl trouble In the Tra;'nws 8,
;-re at least seml-capitaliatic In character. and wor]dig:
ctars emancipaiion cAn never be ebtalned through such
;m agency. The man should organiae as part of the Woark-
EE Class, and if the delegates who claimed to reprasent
'i\l: g?urur“iur;ﬁ Illivlr:x 40.?100 members, who walted upoen
. ay, M.L.A., the other week, ware td mak
m“fl even for two days, with these tram n-?e: :?1?'2:2
;vo:t- 2 employess, and orgahise them openly and fearlessly
;Iu‘:woﬂz::h:f the waorld, thls would st once and for ;.vo'r
art of the dominant ¢
:;:::mhu;u:‘tllsl:cﬂdlcmt{)ria! eiles and t.he[r‘";:tz&?:a]‘:’li\&g
ol acipine.” “And,” he urged "don't
goal—thes Aholition of P ' Teartet e
Sﬁcrivnilut Commonwealth.’fwe“y by the establishment of a
or did the Victorlan Seclallst Part: :
¥ confl
':1‘_;“!1:::0‘:’? u{{:ﬁ#t'ut:;:‘:‘ nn:l pé"upaganda. At thlzep[e';'!leo!; ‘t;;
1 3 n eratanding of the maas st
¥ strong influsnce. With thia infl L
the working clasa iiself. the sool Hce. and the Erowth @
JEE f Het movemont
relative strangth. even at thia an Ty e
. Ty stage, wan d
by the fact that despite rn n[?ﬂr : e demanatrated
clal Labor
Aucoersfil May Tay demonstratlon wans hi‘il(;tfnb“l’g:[?m !
chah{f li:b!ourl ::o sﬂuou(;;n!}:,:t :egteratlon of Australla rof v»;hlnh
Arty was s branch)
;ltliﬂnr:.i:‘l‘ls cr&utlu‘;l of an Indapendent Saclalist P::t?rméz:
ooy y.m s V.8 P, atthough it had stood inde[:'rendent
P L:I:::r‘- Prﬁr;;pgnd‘i](‘!l:k:.'fﬂh;d ramalned a lett wing In
e V.B.P. unwilling t
:’.:dlzor I:Inrty connection, opposed the detﬁsi:n ﬁc?.:-ce s
F‘edfn::;l ent Soclalist Party. When, in 1912, the Buc't“'l;“;
oot t:n ‘oﬁ Australia becams the Australlan Soqiallst
par gelnllt:m e;g:la;ﬂﬂ]gclnliat Party rofused to abld: bsy
Labor Party. -B.P. remalned as the left wing of the
The better . lements in th
8 e V.8.P, th
led by J. Wilsan established the Victorian branch of the
Austr |ain Socinlist Party. The formetlon of th o; iy
o bre.a%r A lexpressed the determination of leadin; ; | ISE’P
‘o with the class collaboration of the AIj:Puc d o
-l_w]‘:‘!’ a genulne socialist party—sa role which the nxlrld -y
couid g0 longer it Paced Wil i eholoe i VAT
the left and the sivhe conclitation and atternpted to unite
HBo that when tha wap T i
A began |
:r’:::}ilut trrert;:h in Viatorie werngthe V!'I.S.llg.l:'néht?letgf t':‘ o
Besltant. and. 3&35&13@"’ tashion. " ne” pane v e
.y ! on. The
it ol cobaied 3 seetie Tiion
rations] Soslalis the war. On the other hand. the “Ink -
rational Soolaliat,” organ of the AB.P, muintalned post.
. omnalstent (If sactarian) oppoxition ned & post
vde d"-&::‘l";"“°mﬂrlbﬂun campaigns of 1018 and 017
by mrthnr'pzz-lsln :;n' the V8P, In particular, to nttmcgnt,'
and opportunist elarmsnts, and it Wu:

Treci=ely during thia i
g, ¢ mng:ri::cuthlt 1t reached lta greatest
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othar hand, did not sonstitu
5 the wanme attractl "
gl:‘sttahbeleuilhementﬂ but attmczd mora of tha B:ﬂ.lf]:' :ﬁ;::.:ﬂ’
On er slde of tha ploture. the sectarianism of the
& Th r?elluu numbers of good supporters.
the r;!n Bfl’;h too, carrléd on valuable werk in ewposing
e tho s ALP, Inc\guding the V8.P, As for the
e ntéerﬁ;t";"m of events ‘t7as bound to Tender impossible
g et 0 reconclle the right-wing policy of the ALP,
e eft-wing socialist movement. It suffered the
lmpnrta:ne c::;ii‘l!i‘n).‘mx:;. ﬁnd. as a force for soncialism. its
nglem o e untliclglsef. although It mainteined =a
vind[:naat.'il:a (lif the vary consistency of its stand, and the
s em!;r !:;d experienss of many of its prlnollples the
et e at tha end of the war as the domfnnnt
P wn.er? L Itn sxposure of corruption in tha V.A.P.
Soupled with that bacy's rajection, in 1319, of anything to
e rd Internationel, further strengthened If The
Revomtmn&velupmentu. its stand in support of the Russien
B uElon :\tnd the consictenay of the “International
otarla urther enhanced it prestige and indapd oon
ite us’n ;tltrgut[on for the betior'slaments In the VAP,
tronas rlafly review the poeition of there uou!'ai'lnt'.
ﬂunsld.ar[n mt;niftenm issred on May Day, 1807, by the V.9.9.
gonsidering the ime I whioh it was writien, vevealad quits -
goad prom es. [t stated: "Soolallem is .. theory of a syatem
of Buman sm&ety, based on the common ownership of the
meany of p:‘-)a uetion and the carrying on of the work of
Sonlnl!umn y afl for the benefit of ull. In other words,
Soaiatiam n::ans that the land, the raflways, the ship ing,
poditin ?;i1 & fadtories, and all such thinga me are n:ce:-'
i Eapro%ulct!on of the necessaries End gomforts of
publio. parice Pud! c proparty, just as eur publie reads, our
Py, or and our publle librarles are publi pro' L
peup]a' t?: p::d:ga t?ﬁza th!ggstahould be used by the vﬁzlz
goods that the whatl
require.” Howaver, on th vow Thi s o e
attatned, the 1o " o question of how this 18 to be
conr}l;aratively aﬂe?u‘i.“uon of etate power, the Manifasta is
en, the sarly conceptio
the n of the V.82, t
“r:: II.‘a;Il:]x;r P}grt{ intp itg own image, to get the‘:dt:;rl:lf;rl:n
co-opemtir %r y of thae V.3.P's idea of soclaliim and 4
e ol ve Eommonwealth. revealed a feilure te ap mn?
Ste the cs::n 1:;“? bourgeols cheracter of thie Lebor gm y
Sk & t.h:e% I;; flowed from the petty-bourgeols nha{-.
St T, e e oo
e for mooial b
\sm'f;hir:;ztﬁ{ ;t its struggls 1n the ABF, ailnl;‘thnite: thin
one hand, and, O?tﬁugth}}efegge; oo 5 onaoption on the
3 v B
s:lrril;y, indeperident of the bourgeoi:lg. to'I‘?:: b:n?i suluialiat
unbilcela p:;lrgitbed it to vacillate betwasn these twao °sff1"m'
jnr]e]'}e r?d - the A.BP, in Victorla -flaally prooll‘::'\adﬂint:
chodn by the V8P, was tponed waon 1t vy orcent bath
8.P. was tmposed
of p;t:y—buurgeoln opportunl!]st elul::::t;t b the dominance
ut it would be wrong to eon : B
clude that b
f:tz_:;t;:g}ngs l;’he V.8.P. had no poslitve valu:.ca"ll's]ieci v
A gn of the ideas of mocialism, particwlar: 1ery
e sveloping capltalism, its widesprend pro S andn
and thia onal activities had thelr Importance Pm—ﬂagwda
e lhis o I the poriod 161012 Wil e pating of
3 e best trad i
tak;: aver by the Victorian bra.ncl}t;hunfsu-?: Asosclgl:sm were
shnwe; :;levelupmem of the V.S.P., subseque.n;. to 19
showed ¢ ;::Ly '};’E degenerative protess thnt had sef }rga
a demonstrated mors and '
(::lb:.y-t:nurgmu vaoillationa of ita 'lsnder:hlpr.n;;:mﬂe:rly fhe
end'bh sre was no consistent esll by the V.A.P. for s’{ A
8 War--no real conception of the revolui.! Tigele to
the working olass.  ° onRTY tasks of
Those hest traditlons of the
VAP, tak
Iggn:::ntwtcotoain b:lmch alf the A8.P, pmfrrl‘d:;E;' ;?rulr?:,i'
e mpronising )
aInternnt[onAl Boclalist" brough't;o:::cythgrl’g}: av's? T e
: aa];:uz;he& :mgt:rlz:;:e wicrking elass stand on thaa\:r):r t::s}
vigorous
Revolution. Tt oriticised the A;;m;;:t lt:ul:.ett':;alsa:;mt%n
L3

mpromising AS.P., on the wotkers; Iés statement that "“The Labor Party does aot
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’clearly and unambiguously avew Soclallsm, nor does i

: 1z unlite any uther working class .reation 1n
ttt‘a:;cl:mltmltm that it bullds no Socialist movement, iﬁ“?a
o Boclalist books, debates no Soclqhst problems. t 13
not tnternational; it 1s not anti-miiitarists it is not Marxmn:
r.".‘l politics and prfictice it is Iliheralism undel a new ma;])r}ea
in utterancs and ideal it ia bourgeois The coming ch ct
fn Australla 13 to be betwsen Laborism and Socialisny

(1910) providea material upSh which Lenin based his 1013

Bhﬁnll: ':)herfectljr true that the AS.P. in Melbourne, noblesaé
than other places, was guilty of sectarlanism, but its rr.nuu.;i=l
declarations on the most important working class que? o :
of the day are a refreshing antidote to the compromise cud
the A.LP. apd the somewhat aimiess wanderings atn(3
vacillptions of the V.5.P. Furthermore, the AS.P. poiréet
to the process of drift afoot in the V.8,P. and appeal; :
the socialists In it to join the AS P, Its great wea LMS
was lia deepsested sectarlanism which amounted to &
dhg\da:itiun must be made here of the tormasion In Mel-
pourns, in 1813; of thd LW.W. But even at. the pqlnt odt
fta highest development in Vicloria, it has beenr estimate
that the ILW.W. secured only about 160 members. Asita
force in the antl-war and anii-conseription Struggll:%t' ! ‘:
jnfiuence extended far heyond lts 150 members, bu 2
collapse came guickly after the Government declared
Megal.
then, that the characteristle features of
thevzzrﬂmgr:gommuhlsl Soclalist trends were their lack
ot theoretical clarity am.il th:llr igolation from the mass
f the working class.

org‘?‘:leszg?ﬂtouf ragdicalism ubroad at thq end of the w?r
led to the mpringing up of numerous militant groups in
the Trade Untons. The better slements in the V 5.p. were
geeking more stable forms of organisatior, The ASF.
atood frmly in support of the Russlan Revohttion.

And s0, when on Octobsr 30, 1920, the Australlan working
c¢lass, it t,ha wo'ds of L. L. Shm'kn_\'._perfnrmn. one of i_ts
decls'ive revolutionary acts and established the Commum;t
Party of Australin, the new party centred arcund twe
‘A.8P. drew to itself the best elements of the V.5.P., LW.W.
and individual quclalists.

The lhaugural meeting in Vietoria of the Communls!t
Party of Australia la said to have t.nken_plnce in Parer's
Hotal In November, 1820, With the dying away of tt_ue
revolutionary upsurge, ditficultles were experienced in
organization and for the first ten years of Iis exlstencﬁ
the party In Vietoria was very weak.  Moreover,
inherited the weaknesses of fta predecessors. But. etvnin
within thet perlod it played quite an impurtant. rfin' n
pupport of the British Seamen'a Sirike In 1%25: it con-

demned the liguidationism of Barrachi in 1928 and
gredunlly found its feet. .
Desplte ~ internal bickerings and petty bourgeols

aquzbbles, the Party In Vietoria played & tole of first rate
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i \afs —
rtance In the years of the great economés cr
‘1!;5%?31.32. It securséd a mass basls and courageuus]ylled
many struggles of the unemplo%;ed, antl-abvictlon campaigns

and later a renewed f{ight for free speech.

The expulsion from the Party in 1833 of I'..OVEErt:I':
ralizs Jackson—and under the name of Lovegrove nc‘:’\;r -
most notorious right-winger and red-baiter in the t: ’:;
ian section of the A.L.P.} removed one of the great obs! cth
to the progresa of the Party. Since his expulsion, L}
Party has continued to thrive and develop. ot the

Throughout the whole period of its de'velt.npll'lle:zl 'besla
steady growth of ingusiry in Victoria provided the eiod
for the sirengthening of the Party, The outbreak t-171 -
war in 1939 found it with a membership of abou‘ i
During the period of illegallty {1940-1841), its organ ;:d |:n
was maintained and strengthened, It quickly sut:{:eei o
establishing a widespread nefwork of organisation I!F1
factories, metropolitan localities and rural areas. Bl 1:‘!'3
connections wilth be Trade Unions have been establishe
and maintained. . . raggle Ealnst

uring the period ot the peaple’s struggle

Iasgsm, gmemberl:!hip has grown. Just as the impactuof
the Russian Revelution In 1917 led to a great radicali;a 9:;,
of the masses, 5o the Inapiring efforts of Soclalist ovnr
Russia have-led to a great accession of sirength to the Pariy
in Victoria, as elsewhere throughout the world. '].‘od;gra.
the Victorian section of the Party plays lis part In ihe
Australian Parky organisatlon in exercising an intluentis!
say in Australian affalrs. )

In the Victorian political field, it hes led the ca.mpnig?
against the tesctionary Dunsten government and Dunst&;‘n_u
hendful of extreme right~wing Labor collaborators. Itt :.s
posed for the Victorian people, a policy that cannct. be

With a stable lesdership and stable party

id-
g?;?\?lsat!nn, the Victorian section of the party has t..ruly
inherited all thal wa. heot e o v S ANISE A

socialist movement.

The great name of Tom Mann is inseparably Iinked.
with the hilstery of socialism in Victoria. There fs no
doubt that, with the best elements of the V.5.P. which he
founded, Tom Mann would have enteied the Communist
Paréy of Australia. Tom Mann was z fouhdaiion member
of the Brliish Communlst Party ; Tom Mann died a
member of the Central Committee of the _Cu_mmunist Party
of Great Britaln. The first hesitant socialist steps taken
in Victoria followed inte the Communist Pariy, the path
taken by Tom Mann — the path of Marxism-Leninism.
That has meant that the characteristic features of the
Communist Party in iis develomflent have been deep
theoretical firmness and the establishment of strong ties
with the mass organisations of the working class, especlally

the trade unions. . . . )

|1 am indebted to L. Barnes for assistance with factual
matter for this artlcle and with access to original documents.]
documents.]

AGRARIAN REFORM IN HUNGARY

(From “The War and the Working Class,” Ma. 7)

z

T ’a time when the Red Army was completing the
clearing of Humgerlan territory of German fascist
troops, the Hungarian Provisional Government passed an
. Thie measure ia to ser\'e! as ;he c;rneir;
r the reform of the entire _pulltlca and economi
:;;;n:ntr:he country on democratic lines, The abolitien af

i tem in Hungary will cut away
the semi-feudal agrarian sys D e the

ed the whole course of {ts home and
At the same time; [t will destroy the

se lust for aggrandizement
economic baats of the forces whose e ot

agrarian referm.

the ptrongest roois of reaction,
country end determin

foreign policy.

constituted s permanent threat to the peace an
the Danubian natlons.

RAZIN

The agrarlan reform i3 designed to satisfy the Hungat-
jan peasant’s age-old hunger for land. The Hungarian
people cherish the memory of Gyorgy Dozsa, the popular
hero who in the beginning of the sixieenth century led .:
powerful peasant army against the landowners. Dt')'zﬁﬂv
army was defeated, the executioners set him on the ﬁer!;
throne,” but the fire of the struggle for their land wa
never extingulshed in the hearts of the Hungarlan peasants:
This sfruggle went on for centurles, and was closely lnbel"
wowven with the struggle of the Hungarlan people agalme
the German enslavets for their liberty and ind?™uendence

The bilg arlstocrati¢ landowners. who recelved thelr VE;:
estates from the Austrian empercrs s a reward for the!

g .
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betrayal of Hungary's national interests always slded wlith
the Germans against their own people.

In the war of natlonal liberation of 1848-40, the Hungar.
ian peasants, united by Kossuth, routed the armies of the
Ausirfan emperor which wWere led by Hungarian landlords.
"The Hungarlap National Assembly at that time adopted &
decision to frea the peasants from feudal exsctions. How-
ever, after the defeat of the national liberation mavement.
the land remained {n the hands of the magnaten. The hig
tandownera bound Hungary still more sccurely to the
charfot of the Hapsburg monarchy and, through it, after
1871, o the imperiallst Germany of the Hohenzollerns.

With the defeat of Germany in the First Warld War
collapsed the stronghold of feudal reaction and piratica)

fmperielism in South-Esstern Hurope — the Austro.
Hungarian monarchy. A severe blow was also dealt to the
chief prop of the Hapsburg dynasty — feudal land tenure.
In the years Immedlately following the war, agrarian
reforms were carried out In a number of the succession
atates which sprang from the ruins of Austrla-Hungary, as
A result of which some part of the landed estates pasgsed
Into the kands of the peasants. In Huengarty, however, after
ihe rezctlon suppressed the pecple’s movement of 1%18-19
with outside support, the big landlords vetained their
latifundia in thelr entirety,

ubsequently., the rulihg ecircles from Hme to time
Intreduced farcleal ngrarian reforms bn order to allay the
growing discontent of the rural population. The only result
of these “reforms” was that a few tens of thousands of
hectores of the worst land of the big estates were ceded to
small peasants on highly unfavorable terms.

Tn the pattern of land distribution in Hurgary. the large
estates hold an entirely disproportionate place, =ide hy
slde with a vaat multitude of landless peasants. The offlcial
land cennus of 1935 revenled that 44.5 per cent of the total
aren of arahle and pasturs land of the country-—£.700,000
hectares—holonged to 16.000 estates of over 100 holds each
11 hold eq. 057 hectares) while. on the other hand. 1.570.000
small peasant holdings of 5 holds or less each comprised
1300.000 heciares. in other words, only 12.6 per cont. of the
total ares. Most of the bipr Tanded extates are arlstocratic
entailed estatds, nf which there are 72, with a total area
of 823000 helds. Thess inclirde the family estates of Count
Esterkazy. with nn area of 209,000 helds, of Count Festeties.
with an aren of 71000 holds, of Archduke HKarl Ludwig
42000 halds. and Margrave Pallavieint, ‘30.000 holda.

While there are in Hungary 1,683 estates with an ares
of 1000 helds and cver each, aggregating 2,330,000 holds,
there ars; on the other hand, 1,800,000 landless peasants
and agricultural labarers The algniflcance of this figure
will be clear If it {s borne 1n mind that Hungary had a
tatal population of £.900.000. According to official statis-
tics. out of 3.000.000 farm-hands. agricultoral laborers and
shate croppers. 1315000 were “galnfully employed™ hut
only 240000 had permatient employment, the ramainder
heing seasonal worltera employed only three to six months
ln the year, while some of them had no fixed employment
at all. Prior to the First Werla War numbers of the poor
emigrated, chiefly to the Uniteq States, but after the war
this_ outlet was closed. Rural vnemployment became o
national scourge, exerclsing a depressing affect upan the
wagea of industrial, as well as of agriculiural workers.

The undivided rule of the big landowners fettered the
economie, political and eyltura) developthent of the country
The feudal landlords were tha unchallenged masters in the
countryside. "They had thelr appointees in the genddrmerie
the courts and - - the local government bodles The land
lesa peasants nnd agricultural laborers were 'n a state ot
temi-feudal dependence upon the hig landiords. At the
‘nd of the 'thirties 8 npumber of works were published In
'E;rgeg;ryw:y “rural Investigators” These were progressive

vho exposed the savagery and ruthlessnesa of the
ndlords' refgn of terror and deseribed the hopeless plight
o.the milliens of the rura} poor who were doomed tn
Ygradution and physinal extinction

The Hungarlan lakdownars, who lost & considerable part
:Hhelr estates In the territories that were cedeqd ufbtzeg:::s
s akia, Rumania and Yugoslaviz, became rabid advocatas

an imperialist polley, of a veckless Policy of annexation
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of forelgn territory. and a1 S ~ervitury n partieular.
They hoped to realize theit schemes In aliianee with Murso-
lini and Hitler, In them, too, the Hungarlan feudal lorda
sought for support against the growing discontent of the
rural poor.

Alter Hitler's aoccession {o power in Germany. the
Hungarian landowners promoted Gombos — the inspirer of
Hungarian faseism — to the post of premier. Afier that
Hungary's whole forelgn polley followed .in the wake of
the Axis powers The Hungarian Economic Federation, »
F~werful organisation of blg landowhners, adapted agricul-
ture to the needs of Germany's war economy. The land-
owners made large fortunes by bleeding Hungary's nationat
economy for the benefit of Germany. - - :

For a quarter of a century fear of “bolshevik Infection”
nourlshed Fungary' hostile policy towards the Soviet
Union. The confiscation of the estates of the " Pollish
magnates in the weatern reglons of the Soviet UlrraEw n
193%. and thelr distribution among the peasants Hving in
close proximity to Hungary's borders, gosded the Hungar-
lan land magnates to even greater fury,

in fertherance of thely designs upon the territory of the
nellghhoring hations, the Hungarlan landowners gave full
veign Lo the propagation - of the raclal theory. They
demanded Hungarlan hegemony over all the Danublan
natlons. Having. with the help of Hitler (Germany, selzed
part of the terrltory of Czechoslovakla, Rumsania and
Yugoslavia. the Hungarian occupation authorities perpet-
rated the most helpous erimes in these territories. The
Hungarian landowners took back the land which had heen
divided up among the peasants tweniy vears earlier..

Hungary's ruling <lique could retnin hnid of the stolen
land= only with the support of Hitler Germany, That {g one
of the chlef reasons why the Hungarian landowners
converted thely country into Germany’s most stubhorn
sateltite * Wheb [(taly withdrew from the war In 1943, the
more  realistically-mindad  of Hinzary's ruling. circles
sought to find & way out nf the war but the pro-faselst
hig landowners frustrated these offorts and paved thae
way for the ocoupation of the country by the Hftlerites,

The Second World War led to the further enslavement
of the poor peasants Large numbers of them were pressed
into the militarised labor hattaliona and made to work for
the blg landowners under the surveillance of fascist hiee-
lings, without pay and on starvation rations. The gendarmes
and police organised regular man-hunts for peasants whe
"shirked” work At the demand of the feuda] lords, labor
concentrallor camps were set up for condemned agricyl-
tural laborers. where they were foreed to work t0 exhaustion
for the landowners under the inhuman conditions of n
fascl«t regime of penal =ervitude

In its program the Hungarian National
independence, which l¢d the feslstance of the E:g:lté ?t:
the Hitleritea demanded a radical land reform  But i was
r!ut until the greater part of Hungary's territory was
liberated by the Red Army thet the conditlons wWers
created which made such a reform poasible. In the manj.
festo of the Provisionsl Covernment agrarian reform was
proclaimed a tash of prime Hrgency. Four months elapued
& law on
This law was based on the draft that was p:ﬁlr-l\fts’;'ll:::iie:;
the Natlonnl Peasant Parly and the Communist Party in
Dc:emh:r.bmdt an?hwhlch in the main, weas suhseqite- |y
endorse y the other partfes of the E
indapendence " Nntlona.l F.Tm of

The agrarian retorin orovides fo: the &

All landed estutes belonging o rascist. Lig;lt::::a?:n!;et'
countey and te was eriminals. and for the alienntion 4y
purchase of all large estates of an ares esceeding 1.000
helds, and of all other landed property excesding 100 ;an.d
up to 1,000 holda. the owners of the latter category hein=
allawed to retain 100 holds A1l the conflacated nr aiemgfeg
la..nr]s ge to form-a governmend tand Fund which 1 u'-. he
divided up among the landless and smal' peasants and
’1;1;61115 pilasa.ntxrwith I;:u-ge familles at a reasonahle price

e agratian reform does nnt extend t .
of up to 200 holds 7 pessant heldlngs

The owners of the .and are to recelve com

from the stats for allenated lands, atructires, pensation

and meany




