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- WEeralah 3.6,5¢ -~ {i&r, Dennis Warner) -~ "Until a few months ago
painiees Communist scquisition of Leos seemed a mear certalnty,
The Leo Hak Sat Party, the political front for the Pathet Lao
participating in the coslition Govermment, threatened to overwhelm

24.3,61

Letter to Just. P.M,

"The Pathet Lac won sweeping

all oppositicn at the Goneral Election,!

Vteralgh 26,279 -~ (Richara Hughes)
T democratic successes at the ballot bex and that response was angry
. if hardly in accordance with the high st prin-
Chief of Staff Rathikoun made it clear that

ang effective
ciples of democracy.
any democratic Commmist exparsion would be I-'lowed with a

military coup.”

Bars 19.12 50 - MThere is only one grass-rools political movement in
. Laos, end that is the 1eft wing Faihet Lao, ’
TEIN THE DFLOCRATIC GOVIRNYANL WAS DISKISSED. Pathet Lao representat-
ives of the people in Parlimment including Prince Scuphannovang were
A new Government wae formed under Phouml

placed vnder house arrest,
» Sananilkone,
renounce the Geneve igreement and its obligations and to restrict the

: The firet job of the Government of Phoumd Sananikone was to
. work of the International Supervisory Commission, and finzlly to dis-

miss the Cormission,
since 1954 to keep the strategic Zudéhist Eingdom in the anti-commuanist

Aise" 19.11,60 - "The G.S5. has pumped 300,000,000 dollars into Laos

garp. . )
Yaea® 2R.4.50 - "The U.S, strategy im Laos, as in other Aslan
countries such as Theiland, Sth, Vietnam and Sth. Korea, is to secure

in power an anii-cormuaist Government ... The U5, imtervention is to
ald deveélopment as = safeguard against demccratically elected commmne
This locks good on paper, but there are
One is tnat ehe safest anti-comrmnist government is zot

¥i14ly radical dements are sacrificed to the

ist or left wing goverrmenbs.
two snags. )
necessarily the one dedicated to an swalkening of the nations human and

national resourses,
.tho neme of imerica and the West is associated with foree rather than

anti-cormunist cause and democracy is forgottem in the corrupt meramble
support is given to military security that

for power, and so mach U.5
with the humanitarian values the pdalitary power is supposed to securs.mt

The added aifficulty is thet imerica in 2 country means a

heitening of temsion,
These conditions caused Captaln Xong Las to carry through a
coup-dletat and inmvite Prince Souvauna Fhouma to agsume the reine of Govi.

with the objeect of ending all foreign intervertion, corrupilon and pursue
"On ing. 8, Captain Eong Lae staged a coup and obtained a

a policy of strict nentrallty.

razet 17,8.60
quorum in the National Asserbly, !
The Leotian coup d'etat commitiee stated: "U.B. intervention
Americans ere stationed

against Laos has been increaglingly intensifled.
everywhers .... This is keeping our country in a state of decline ....
wantonly and brutally killing the pecple, arrest end imprisonment of

Laotian patriots ... and Laotlan troops ordered to suppreas and persecute

peace loving compatriots, tura thelr houses and granarieg,

The Conmltiee's mew policy 4s: "Eliminate the evils of bribery ...
respect the democrbtic system and human rights ... Jimpedistely ABOLISH
TOREIGY MILITARY BiSFS: oppose foreign intervention ,... drive forelgn
troops out of Lamos,pursue 2 policy of neutrality and establish friendly .

. apd zood nelghbourly relations with all countries,? . . - -
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Lettear to sust, PM, 24,3,61

This policy was supperted by & mass meeting of 15,000 at ‘

Vientiane, After this statement the Wew York Herald Tribune Ang. 11,

stated ....

"If Kong lae consoclidates his revolution, & neutralist wedge will
have been driven right through the S§.E,AT,0, area ,... America is hardly
likely to allow themselves to be EVICTED by a new regime.”

Captain Eong Lae called on Prince Souvanna Phouma to become Prime
Y¥inist er Prince Souvanna Phovrz proclaimed neutrality for Liaos and set up &

"Peace and neutrality committee.¥

The Gove:'nment"s policy supported by the majority of Laotlans was
ove rthrown by Hosaven who is supported by tts U,S. to the last bootlace ani
placed in power, Prince Boun Oum "who bas beem established in power by the

Anerican backed General Phouml Nosavan! - Yise 20,12.6

AUSTRALIAN TROOPS AY BE INVOLVED

- We note with concern MAze" 21,3,61 - "iustralian Troops could, 1f
the necessary political decisions were taken, by S.E.A.T.0., begin moving
into Laos within a ratter of hours, Vice Admiral Sir Roy Dowling said today.®
Sir Roy Dowling goes on to say, "4s far a5 military people are concerned, th~
Leos sltuation 1s serious and we are crossing our finger: and hoping a

solution will be found,"

‘It is precisely this solution that we' are concerned about,

The Governments of both Laos and Cgmbodia have called for a
fourteen nation Geneva like conference to solve the problems of Laos.
This Conference - Locked ‘by Burpa, U.S.S.R., China and other countries.

The Anstra.lian Peace Council supports the idea of calling 14

nations t ogether in conference to preserve peace in Laos, indeed the peace
of ;the whole world,

. " We urge ycu, Mr., Prime Minister, that your deliberations in
Bangk.ok will be guided by the principle of a just and peaceful solution with
no irtervention by S.E A.T.0. in the internal affairs of South East 4sia

which would certainly involve Australia.
Yours faithfully,
AUSTRALIAN PEACE COUHCIL

(Signed) Rev. F.J, Eartley
Joint Eon, Sec.

.




