Throw the Liberals Out! Labor to Power on Dec. 2

what has twenty three years of Liberal
rule meant for the masses of people in
this country ? [t has meant Australian
jnyolvement in the genocidal war in
Vietnam. [t has meant compulsory
service in the army for hundreds of young
];.gpp!c. It has meant denial of educat-
{onal opportunities to thousands of work-
ing class, immigrant and black students.
It has meant consignment of millions of
women to positions of subservience and
inferiority. It has meant unemployment
for thousands of workers and young people
leaving school. Yet the McMahon gov-
emument claims that nothing is wrong,
that the present unemployment is temp-
orary, that inflation will be stopped once
the unions are brought under control and
that women, black people and immigrants
aren't so badly off. What are the facts?

A survey recently released in Melbourne
shows just how much credence can be
given to McMahon's and the Liberals'
urterances that they have unemployment
uder control. The survey, conducted
by the Institute of Applied Economic and
Social Research, a body operating at
Melbourne University and compos=d of
some of the foremost economic experts
in the country, reveals that unemploy-
ment figures will reach 180,000 by Jan-
wry. The survey dismissed as inconse-
quential the so called decreases in unem-

ent in the September and October
figures which have been so loudly hailed
by McMahon as a turning point,
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The survey did not say that iberals
achiev'e:d their SﬂplEII};hEr-DTtZt]*.L:E’f;JUL;-
ing_pmgl" by discouraging people from
registering for the dole, But we do,
We Iknow that throughout Australia
hundreds and thousands of working people
thrown out of work by the capitalist crisis
have been intimidated out of registering
a5 unemployed, We know that thousands
of women who have become unemployed
have not registered as unemployed
because their chances of getting work are
nil, We know that the Liberals are des-
perate to conceal the real unemployment
situation in this country becawse that
alone shows that they deserve to be un-
ceremoniously dumped by the Australian
working people,

But it is not on the issue of unemployment
alone that the Liberals deserve to be cast
aside. Have a look at their policies on
almost any issue. How have they treated
Aborigines during their twenty three years
in office? Have they shown any willing-
ness at all to dispossess a few giant
pastoral companies of even a small pro-
portion of their holdings so that black
people can preserve what is left of their
culture by gaining the right to own their
tribal lands? No, the big pastoral
interests which run the Country Party have
seen to that. Have they even done any-
thing to assure black people of adequate
housing, health and education facilities?
You only need to look at the aborigines'

=

infant mortality rate for the answer to
that question. It is among the highest
in the world.

Where do the Liberals stand on womens'
rights? Are they going to legislate to grant
women equal pay or the right to abortion?
Or would the simple act of granting some
elementary rights to women hurt too many
of the Liberals' powerful friends? These are
the big employers who pay women only a
fraction of the miserly wages paid to men,
and the churches which are allowed to
impose their views on the family on the
Lhole society.,

What will the Liberals do about inflation?
Will they bring under control the big
companies which use every pretext to
raise their prices in order to squeeze a
little more out of the working people?
Will they impose a price freeze? Or
would that too injure too many of the
Liberals' friends?

Will the Liberals allow the working people
the right to organise to fight unemploy-
ment and erosion of their working condit-
ions? We think not. Have a look at the
statements of NSW Premier Askin, a
leading Liberal spokesman, he regards the
leaders of the working class as "vermin"
and has said 50 in public, The Liberals
will do everything in their power to
destroy the unions — the defensive organ-
isations of the working people, Premier
Askin has said "there is a fight on" and
he knows what he is talking about; if
the Liberals are reelected they will attackr
the unions, they will gaol union leaders
and fine strikers, The profits of their
friends, the big companies are being
eroded by the international capitalist
crisis and they are seeking to shift
the burden onto the shoulders of
the workers. They are trying to force
the working people to
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standards of living in order to maintain
their profit margins.

In the coming elections there is only one

dvenue open to people wishing to d

the rights of workers, women and black
F-«;C-p]c, they must vote for the Labor
Party. No other party offers a viable
alternative to the misrule of the Libera
The election of Labor after twenty three
years of Liberal rule will be a tremendou
boost for the labour movement 1o il
coming confrontation with the emplovers
Only such a conscious political act by
masses of working people will give the
workers' movement and the movements
of the oppressed the strength and the
confidence they need [3r the coming

struggles,

For an end to Australian complicity in

Vietmam, for an end to conscription, for

1 step toward

defence of the right of the workers to
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organise, for a blow against inflation
and high prices, for action on the
demands of black people put Labos
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By GORDON ADLER

The antiwar demonstrations on }\_.Tm.'cmr
ber 18 in a number of countries including
the United States, Australia, Sweden
and Denmark represent a significant step

They are a recognition of the nn-:-_d to
renew the demand for the unconditional
withdrawal of US forces from Indochina

as the essential basis for a just and durable
settlement of the issues of the war. The
fact that such demonstrations occurred at
all in a period of almost universal he_licf
that the war has ended, is an indication

of the potential for strengthening the
antiwar movement in 1973,

The decline of the antiwar movement in
the latter part of 1972 is not an acc:d_cnml
process, nor is it a sign that the massive
demonstrations of 1970 and 1971 were
{ineffective. On the contrary, it is pre-
cisely the success of these antiwar actions
together with the armed struggle of the
Indochinese, and the erosion of support
for the war amongst American troops
actually engaged in the fighting, that
forced Nixon to announce the withdrawal
of US ground forces and to embark on 3
series of diplomatic manoeuvres designed
to delude the American people into the
belief that the war is ending. Nixon's
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success in generating this illusion is shown
by the American presidential election
result, in which one of the greatest war
criminals in US history won a massive
vote by wearing the mantle of peace-
maker. It is not the first time, of course,
that such a device has been used with
success, Lyndon Johnson won against
Barry Goldwater by exploiting fear of
nuclear war with the Soviet Union, and
then went on to order the invasion of
South Vietnam by US troops and the most
enormous aerial bombardment of any
country since the second world war, It
took very little time for Johnson's facade
; :f;‘geaca talk to crumble away however,
for the rise of an antiwar movement

of sufficient strength to compel his yac-
‘ation of the dential office in the
elections of 1968, Nixon will fare no
better than Johnson, in the long run, in

g Lo persuade the world that war is
‘actually peace, but in the immediate
i - sense his goal has largely been attained,
-« This deception would not have been pos-
- sible without the active collaboration of

: ;'ﬂm bureaucrats of the Soviet Union and
- China, who have taken great pains to

‘convince the world that Nixon's assurances
should be taken at their face value, that
Nixon can be trusted, that Nixen really
Wants to end the war. The Soviet press
, h’ actully shown a marked preference
for Nixon over Mc Govern, Small wonder

‘that many people stron
L BT A i ﬂd ?‘ppomd to the

- In Awstralia, very few people inde
- #een through Nixon's el?cﬂgmeeﬂn;d A
- Swindles, Mr,. Whitlam, in his policy
lpaes:]: at Blacktown on November 13
o announced that the Vietmam war is
~ 9ver, and that there was therefore no
- oeed to include the Indoching war in
~Labor's election programme, But
{< _.Hr. Whitlam is quite wrong. The war is
~ Botover, At the very time he made this
statement the United States was conduct-
g -;n‘.ﬁa tremendous bombardment of South
a North Vietnam up to the 20th parallel
_ | was rushing in aircraft and military
€quipment o strengthen the Saigon army
- and o hl.i_.ﬁd up the Saigon air force into
ﬁtﬁhﬂm largest in the world,
~ The war rang on, Nixon's election talk
‘iuld Kh;h:ger s globe trotting notwith-
. The May 1972 issue of "Scientific Amer
, -iﬂﬂ“ camies an article by E, W, Pfeiffer
on “The Cratering of Indo-China"_ in
which the figure of 26 billion pounds of
munitions is quoted as having been
ded by the US in Indochina between
and 1971, the equivalent of 450
.H&nﬂﬂtmgt:laiezr bombs, and at the
- present ra €quivalent of 2.5 Hir.-
~ shima bombs each day on North Ui}:;bam

~ We do not know the effect of this bom.
~~ bardment on the morale of the South
b z‘lﬂem;ﬂm population, but if the lead-
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in the rebuilding of the antiwar movement

ers of North Vietnam and the NLF hnvek
concluded that political conditions :I*nad e
further intense fighting impossible, an
if their judgment Is correct, it Or_rli-b :
roflects the enormity of the betrayal by
the Soviet Unien and China, “'I'i!].‘i[ ¢
being unable to supply modern aircrait
to Viemam the Soviet Union was able to
provide vast numbers of advanced
weapons and MIG 23 fighters to the
bourgeois Egyptian regime, :Ltuc.r.lft of a
type superior to the best US fighter-bom-

bers in Vietnam,.

The Chinese, in 1972, gave $300 mi{lion
worth of military aid to Pakistan, while
claiming to have given the maximum
possible assistance to Vietnam. It can
hardly be wondered if in the face of such
military and political considerations the
Hanoi leaders haye decided to accept a
stalemate as the best possible outcome
of the struggle.

It is, of course, not yet clear whether the
United States really intends to sign the
agreements at some stage, or whether the
whole thing was no more than a great
election hoax, Even if the US does
eventually sign some agreement, how-
ever, the proposals in the nine point
programme cannot bring peace. In the
first place, the agreement recognises
the division of the country into not two,
but three, areas of separate administrat-
ion, each with its own armed forces.
The Thieu regime would have absolute
authority over the area it controls, it
would acquire an appzarance of legality
which has no real basis, and it would be
swtained by the power of the US air
armada based in Thailand and on the
aircraft carriers in nearby waters, Since
Thieu has declared any opposition to his
regime to be "communist", it is clear
that any genuine manifestation of dis-
content will be used as an excuse for
claiming a violation of the cease-fire
by the National Liberation forces and a
pretext for resuming the bombing by
the United States. This has occured a
number of times in Laos, and is the very
reason why the Vietmam war extended
into the rest of Indochina in the first
place, Thieu cannot afford to allow
free elections to be held throughout the
country, and will certainly not abandon
the system of repression upon which the
existence of his regime depends,

The proposed agreement calls for an
exchange of prisoners of war, but leaves
the issue of the 200, 000 political prison-
ers in South Vietnam for negotiation
between the Saigon regime and the
Provisional Revolutionary Government,
Already, according to North Vietnam's
Foreign Minister Binh 2 campaign of
extermination and torture of these
prisoners has begun. The ted
postwar bloodbath so widely discussed in
the western press in now under way, with
the significant difference that it is the
Saigon regime that is the perpetratar,
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ANTIWAR ACTION

WHO WAS CONFUSED BY NI

the bloodbath.

victim, of

1ddition to this there
Elril' ggg:h Viemam that are under ‘r.hu: >
control of the Saigon regime during ] e
day, and which reyert to PRG control at
night, As the repression in d}i: 5.'1.15011-
held areas spreads to these dl:pu!ufj areas,
i1l the North Viemamese forces come
to the aid of the local NLP.gucrn].ln;?‘
If they do, will Thieu claim a \t:c-la_uon
of the cease-fire? And if this claim is
made will the U, S, respond by resuming
the bombing?

For an agreement to have been reached,
of course, both sides have had to make
concessions, The United States has had
to abandon its aim of a military victory,
and to accept the existence of the PRG
in control of large areas of the country-
side. But North Vietnam has had to make
a major concession to the United States
in dropping its demand for a political
settlement prior to a cease-fire, It has
acceded to the continued existence of
the Thieu regime and therefore to the
continued existence of a foothold for
U.S. imperialism in South Viemam.
Past experience of the war makes it quite
clear that should the civil war break out
again the United States will not hesitate
to use its armed forces to prevent a vic-
tory of the NLF, Now that the Soviet
Union and China have shown that they
do not intend to defend the Viemamese
against U.S. aggression, the international
antiwar movemrent becomes the one
important force capable of restraining
the United States in its designs, The call
for international mass demonstrations
against the war on November 18, made
in a telegram  from Hanoi to the
National Peace Action Coalition of the
United States, indicates the significance
the North Vietmamese leaders attach to
these demonstrations,

In Melbowne and Sydney, as in numerous
other cities throughout the world, sizeable
demonstrations occurred. The antiwar
coalition, formed in September to

for an antiwar action on November 18,
was made up by the various organisations
that had previously cooperated in the
Vietmam Moratorium campaign. Unfort-
unately, not everyone in these organisat-
ions took the action very seriously, or
showed that they believed in the possib-
ility of rebuilding the antiwar movement,
The CPA”was lukewarm in its support,
and the AICD circulated its members

but declined to jointhe coalition, A
letter was sent to a large number of trade
unions including all the important left
wing unions, with no response whateyer
on part of any union with the single
exception of the Building and Construct-
ion Workers Federation. On the initiative

of Mr Jack Mundey builders' labourers

were urged to join in the November 18
march, which being on a Saturday would
not have included any loss of pay.

The Trade Union Peace Committee act-
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ually circulated a petition e
workers to demand an end e
war, but made no mention of n
on November 18} The Socfalfd
Australia, naturally engy h'un
the demonstration. They st
orders from Moscow, Sup by
ments, Do nothing to WEPE:H .

between Washington and

The attitude of the CPA
rated by the speech of Mﬂ: =
as the official representatiya of Giif
at the S}ﬂdﬂ&'f I"-llly in H‘Ydﬁ pﬁ& -
agreements represent a vicmr;?;"‘} e

"Jienum]zse, he contended '
namese have fought the U.'S.mm
standstill, The proposed 2 eme o
not mean another Geneya egmm'h
is no other great imperialist Mﬂh
and able to take over from the A 45
Ir:; other words, the agreemente are 3
tmhctnqr for the antiwar forces, Suma

1€ agreements, accept the cog
dictated by the United States, m?&?
that the United States has been forced
to accept a coalition government i
South Vietnam, A coalition including
the Thieuregime,

Jack Mundey, on the other hand, tock
an almost diametrically opposed viey
He commended the organisers of the
coalition on forming a movement that
was non-exclusive and dominated by no
one organisation, he emphasised that
the war was continuing, and that it ws
necessary to prepare to build the antiwar
movement throughout 1973 on the bass
of the demand for the total, immediate
aumis 1.u}:ond1ﬂmal withdrawal of all

« 5, forces, He also ex d dis
at the role of the Sovietpfftﬁm:n nds?ﬂu
in the negotiations,

Individual members of the CPA and
AICD as well as other o tions
certainly took part in the march, and
some distributed leaflets and posters

in the weeks before the demonstration,
But neither of these organisations as a
whole threw the weight of their resource
behind the action. The view that it wai
too near the elections, that the electios
of a Labor government would make the
action unnecessary, that the war was
over anyhow, was widely expressed
especially by AICD committee membes
and trade union officials,

Had the trade union leaders taken up -
the call by the NPAC and by the Hazol
leaders, had Mr Whitlam stated in hi '
policy speech that the war was not o
and the ALP supporters should march
on November 18, had the CPA, the
AICD, the SPA and all other o
ions of the left given the t:'l.-;-.rm:g.ttl'lbl'-l
their full support, there could have
instead of the hundreds who took part
in the march in each city, many ﬂ::
ands, despite all the illusions that
about the ending of the war and

ief that the coming election &

the antiwar movement rcdundiﬂt-w
Nevertheless the march ;;'1&11‘

step in shattering these

nh'.‘r: ting the basis for a STong ant Wk

movement in the period ahead,

NOV. 18 ACTION,

The Australian component of
national actions against the wathm
ember 18 involyed: 1,000 P’eﬂpi:w
Melbourne, 500 in Sydney, 250 g
berra , a picket of 20 people 48
Parliament House in Adelaide an
action in Brisbane, Earlier,on
21, 200 people marched in Arm
northern NSW.

The Melboumne rally was aﬁdﬁsﬁigw
a number of speakers iﬂd“dmofé and
ALP Chairman George Crawl:

Labor MP Moss Cass, In Qi'dnq
included Jack Mundey from the
Labourers Federation and Frans

man, editor of "ﬂmrunkﬂ"rmﬂﬂ- Is
newspaper at the University of ﬂw

= [l
‘_;.lnburx,a Humphrey McQuﬂﬂnrﬁJ
ic from the Australian Nationat s
was one of the speakers.
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As the daily capitalist press howls about
the two strikes which hit Melbourne on
Thursday 16th and Friday 17th, workers

{n the two unions involved, the Australian
Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen
{AFULE} and the Municipal Officers Assoc-
iation (MOA), continue to suffer under

the attacks of the employers and their
hired politicians, the Liberals on the
living standards of the Australian workers,
Both strikes reflect a response against the
Liberal Government's attempts to limit
wage increases within government instit-
utions and elsewhere,

THE RAIL STRIKE

2.300 members of the AFULE recently
;:’ru{.'_k for two days over a claim lodged
three years ago around the health failure
scheme. The scheme provides an effect-
jve means of superannuating enginemen
out of work, subjecting them to recall or
transferring them to other railways duties,
The latter provision is the basis for the
present strike, the fifth rail strike this

YHI‘.

If an engineman is found to be unhealthy
he can be transferred to ancther job,
which means a substantial cut in pay —
to about 4/5 the present drivers rate.

The union claim involves paying such
enginemen who have given 25 years
service their full wage and those with
under 25 years service are to be paid on
a sliding scale.

However the Railways Commissioners
have consistently refused to negotiate the
claim or have stalled to the present time.
Thus responsibility for the strike rests
squarely on the shoulders of the Commis-
sioners although the union has been the
centre of attacks, especially from the
Liberals, who have been vigorously
attacking the unions in their election
campaign.

THE POWER STRIKE

The strike action called by the MOA,
which has 6, 500 SEC members in Vic-
toria, is the culminating point of a long
series of negotiations around allowances
for shift workers which started in January
this year. The unions claim has often
been bandied around in the Arbitration
court with no settlement resulting.

During October the MOA, as part of
industrial action to win their demand,
initiated a maintenance permit ban
which meant that generating machines
in the SEC could not be repaired effect-
ively.

The dispute resolves around the MOA's
insistence on 25% of normal salary for
three shift rosters and 209 of normal

salary for a two shift roster. In return

the SEC hag off
$8.50 and g6 EreC
allowance.

3 mere pitta
fespectively fgr I.h: c;;i?tf

Once again, to isolate th
e MOA
the Liberals have used the capitari:r I;::é
¥

to blame the mass 13
yolfs caused
strike on the union, when in fact li?wt::

the !
1L mge?fhr:ment:‘ intransigence which

The Liberals, to a certaf
n degree
unfortunately turned the nﬁkeyga ::kh..ave

The severe restrictions Imposed unneces-
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INSURANC

By DAVE RILEY

This year's run of union struggles has
been notable in many respects, Although
each particular issue raised by the
unions has its immediate releyance in
that sector of industry, the rising milit-
ancy has spread to those sectors previously
noted for their quiescence,

The increasing willingness to act among
white collar unionists is a prime example
of this development,

Although white collar unions cover many
sections within the service industry, the
telling issue in the last twelve months

has been that of a 9% increase in salaries,
and this 96 has stimulated many responses
from the unions concerned,

The period began with the Victorian
Municipal Officers Association demanding
through strike action their entitlement

to the increase, With the success of the
MOA there were varying attempts by
employers to prevent a flow-on to the

rest of the industry, The Administrative
and Clerical Officers Association backed
down on their initial claim of 9% and
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ransom and at the same time pumping

out antl-umion propaganda, the employers
were able to blackmail the MOA into
backing down.

Mr R.P, Flynn the MOA SEC branch
secretary stated that the strike was
called off to prevent embarrassment to
the ALP in the election. The diversion
of mass action into the parliamentary
election can only lead to demoraliztion
and defeat of workers struggling to

S ————————————

L

accepted 7, 5% from the government,
Although the leadership of this union
called mass meetings in June, they toned
down the dispute and side stepped any
suggestion of direct action to push their
claim, Before and since that time the
story has been one of eight, seven, six
or five percent increases within the
industry,

The big break from this trend was the
acton taken by the Australian Bank
Officers Association to secure their 9%
claim, Initally knocked back by the
Conciliation and Agbitration Comm ission
they won their demand by adopting the
tactc of a cheque ban, The action was
successful, and with the MOA the ABOA
shares the leadership in the rising milit-
ancy amongst white collar unionists,

Like other white cecllar unions the
Australian Insurance Staffs' Federation

put in their claim for 9% to the employers'

Staffs' Reference Committee. Although
[nsurance Companies have maintained
and increased their profits in the past
period, they refused to negotiate the
claim on the grounds that it would lead
to a flow-on.

BOLIVIAN WORKERS STRIK

By STEVE PAINTER

Despite the massive repression which
followed the right wing coup of August
!931, recent reports from Bolivia
indicate that the workers organisations
there remain unbroken, The miners'
unlon in particular remains a stronghold
which has resisted all of the government's
Jnen'fph it penetration, In recent union
E.}”IC““”—“ the three pro-government
Hekets were rejected by a majority of
Workers in favowr of the coalition of
parties which opposed the right wing

coup,

In addition, the primary school teachers,

rallway workers 1 nd bank workers have

all wa ged victorious economic struggles

i]'l ri.-'\:f_'l'lt 1_I1'l.'f"".']E_P“L:_:I|I More recent_]}}. “ror].;-

Fr's in the nationalised tin mines have

l:iﬁ.‘: ltLiliii§$'Ltmllicl1t o rcnom \vagz
2635 standards,

I::L' ::Iil:clti}}t_.orzluiIﬂ which took power in
¢ g‘L 971 has failed to halt the degen-
Dr_atic-n {Sf—‘[]'li.‘ Bolivian economy, On
toL?thr 2_;', the government was forced

evalue the peso by 65%, This
“r;L;gchl an _1n1mcdiatu reacton from the
ik = Factory workers across the

18y struck and on October 30 a big
.MI;’;?[.I“} was held in the centre of
ment I -?f“-’f'_*%‘-'-:fs denounced the govern=
e Ijs.-. istic and antd working
wc'urr.n-_ljlﬂ later clashes with the police
e e, Sllncc the announcement of

u“dn._ulmtmn, barricades have been
tin some areas of La Paz and clashes

between the workers, who have been
joined by the students, and the govern-
ment have led to over 100 amests, 30
people wounded and one killed.

The government's inability to crush the
workers' movement stems partly from

the instability of the August 1971
coalition, It is composed of sections of
the military, some elements of l:h(:.'
degenerated populist party the Movim-
jento Nacional Revolucionario, and

the neo-fascist Phalange. None of these
elements really trusts any of the others.
This, combined with the continuing
decline of the Bolivian economy and .
the continuing militancy of the orgm;se
workers bodes ill for the future of capit-
alism in Bolivia, On October 30 the
workers took a giant step toward resuming
nationwide action in defence of their

It remains to be seen whether
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the political yanguard of the workers
has leamed the lessons of August and
will prove capable of ending the vicious
circle of capitalist crisis in Bolivia, and
of leading the workers finally to over-
throw the exploiters.

WOMEN ON STRIKE

By GEOFF PAYNE

On Friday November 10 a meeting of
over 300 women cafeteria workers
decided that they would not return to
work till their claim for a §7, 68 pay
rise had been granted, They called
another meeting for the following
Wednesday to hear a report from union
officlals on the progress of negotiations
with the Retailers Association,
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can win real gains,

sarily by the SEC because of the strike
were called off at 12/0'clock on Friday
because the MOA rescinded the strike
action. By holding the community to

defend their conditions against erosion
by the employers. The ALP should be
offering a lead to the workers in their

struggle, The ALP must base its election
campaign on defence of the interests of
the working people. To regard strike
action as harming the ALP's election
chances is to approach the question
wrongly, Action by the workers to
defend themselves can only strengthen the
labowr movement and its party. The ALP
should not back away from defending the
rights of workers, It is its responsibiliry
to clearly and decisively take the side of
labour against the big business interests
who attack the labour movement,
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In response to

ACTION oy
o this the AISF has called

mass meetings in all capital cities
counlry centras Lo de 'f'.ilL furthe

Three IT‘.*:-;'L.-_:I 1id attended throughout
Australia, and in all cenoes the member-
ship has been willing 1o move

negotiated bargaining to further actio
perspectives. In a dual campaign to
secure the increase and recruit further
members to the union, the AISF has
adopted the same job control tactic as
the ABOA used so ::-I.:I..C':.’.':'.\Ili”} six months

ago: at the olfice level to hit the boss

in his pocket, Tactics proposed include
the non answering of telephones, short
demonstrations outside offices, the reliusal
to receive or bank money, no processing
of claims, etc, The campaign is to be
organised at an office level with union
members considering which particular
action to adopt. By this means the co-
ordinating unit of the 'strike committee’
is introduced to unionists who probably
have never heard of it before let alone
participated in an ongoing struggle, For
the white collar unionist, this is milit-
ancy and is indicadve of the whole
phenomenon,

At a time when the Municipal Officers'
Associationhas claimed another increase,
the action of the AISF is perhaps a bit
belated. Although late, the dispute is

a clear cut one and the unionists are
willing to bypass arbitration to push
their demand, This campaign is also
being used as an opportunity to push

for equal pay for women in this industry.
By December, the results of this, the
first action outside of negotiation that
this union has taken on, should show
some results, amd further mass meetings
are planned before then,

The women were very willing to take
direct action to win their demand for
the same rate as other shop assistants
and there were speakers from the floor
arguing for the calling out of all shop
assistants if necessary.

The Retailers Association retaliated by
calling a compulsory conference before
a state industrial commissioner, but
this failed to achieve any settlement,

At the following mass meeting on Wed-

nesday 15, over 400 women voted over-

whelmingly to continue their indefinite
e.

This militancy illustrates the increasing
consciousness of women workers in
recent years. Many sectors of the work
force that have been quiescent for dec-
ades are now coming to realise that
wthet: 'i;t:imm are not served '&-m kit
onels faith In conservative |

Direct action is t m!g
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china. Nixon has no right to negotiate
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automatically to the movement of the live in, Unfurtuil.;latel}’: }ilrl'.:.dEﬂ ai]:w Under socialism the wealth of this coun- paign on if it is to meet the Qm. | :_ Fﬁ?ﬁﬂ rt system in to stop polluting the environment,
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puppet Thieu regime, Put Australia on 2 : ' o
the side of the Vietnamese in their fight g
for self-determination, 1] S
i et
Get Australia out of SEATO and ANZUS of public works to provide work at union  In their attempt to bolster sagging &l 7
and other aggressive military pacts, rates for those that industry cannot rates at the expense of the working & A 1
; < employ, trying to curtail basic
Abolish the National Service Act. No g f:lgr;iﬁ?]:: rights such as the the rig¥
mb:re &:ummpts for imperialist wars The dole to all those out of work, to strike. Repeal all anti-strike aad
s, anti-union lzgiﬂid [l;'lﬂ’ﬂ -—l“EPﬂl 3
- - ”l.y'nch Laws" an unstan’s al _ ON OF THE FOR A SOCIALIST A USTHJEH_LI.‘:\. + F
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American and Niugini peoples, and of Atent lay-oifs, direct bargaining -~ 8 mental dﬂﬁi‘;ﬂ"‘é?b}; big b‘iﬁﬂ;;’n‘ institutions and u:m:spo;'t under workers %
ist czﬁiquMHuﬂ e S pela To combat inflation, cost of living For rank and file control of all A= tinues unchec oy gOov control. ‘
. escalator clauses in all awards, Also of union life. ; '
b ’ d on the P 1
‘ Equal rights in the union an e 1
for women and black people Ful e oy UBERATION OF WOMEN.

of womeast | "S@mental question facing women
support for the struggles Ethat of control over ‘t:hc-Er own

black people. ™ For the repeal of all anti-

FO0 Lyws and the ready availability
Full union rights for appref ; e ceptive dcvi-:e.fd;’nd infﬂrn‘mgon.
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Socialists Campaign for Labor

END THE BURDEN ON LOW clas i all disc.rhninatory sexist laws

FAMILIES, Masses of workia €2 et wome Immediately bri ; istri i i
- s > 7 brin broadsheet were distributed and ing land rights to black people and
families havye to cOpe “im':ﬂ 8~ PY and equal job :ir?d r.-dugf;ah Supporters of DIRECT ACTION and Eiat!hnﬂ 200 c:}pi;$ of DIRECT “egnding” the Vietnam war received
pensions; and high renth ' portunities, members of the Socialist w.“kt“ o ACTION sold. A revealing if predictable thunderous ovations, However, outside
bills and fares. - and the Socialist Youth Alliance H.;T response was :Ei'ﬂ:n by Mr. Whitlam to the meeting Mr. Whitlam was given
o dlﬂ“_ 1 24 howr child care centres campaigning for an ALP ﬂctﬂrgi l-mt ?;r 2 question by one of our supporters. He a leaflet advertising the November 18
Abolish all taxes on inceE o the slogan " bm-"tﬂ En,rmf;r;;; tcgrtin was asked if he intended to immediately antiwar demonstration in Sydney. On
al Soclalist Policies”. e s the end Australia's complicity in the Viemam  being al.r.ked whethf:r he wnu.lu.;t support
i . mm T with ALP members and SHPPQM“EH i war by breaking with Thieu and Lon the action he replied that he'd have
i il | vital questions Labor mi‘ 5F e Nel, and if he would pledge his support to read it first (of course), The organ-
i._ 2114 and in office. T&};TIP ?::;E:ﬂlip for the November 18 antiwar a:dlfns in ising committee never got any reply.
sent conserva official ALP policy., Mr,
Eﬂm be pointed out to as wide an ﬁﬂtﬁ felt that gmipc?n g the question One curious thing we've noticed ...

and a start made

SUPPORT
THE STRUGGLES OF LABOUR, for a fight for was the safest policy.

The ALP must lead g build cost of |
ted fight b lving increases into
by the labour movement to the g?{l:flgmaiit pensions and dole Payments, iy

apparently for the ALP leaders there
are different kinds of support, There

& as ble
;;nudlenc p;i 2

€s is the support that the mass of people
of the bosses against the rf a socialist programm DIRECT ACTION has also been ex- ety
s and ' f th looking to Labor give them; they
of the working class, e E::[“n immediate freeze of the prices of In the present period DIRECT AC“FN g_lmmety ‘:feallll:;fa:::eigfﬁﬁ:en: vote for them, enthus c’ali?- ;:r o
C necessities, sy tensive coverage ©of erlk & so enthusiastically, in the belief or
iﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁmﬂ?ﬁlmt’d&mmd jobs for Nad E;;: ::;idn;ﬂﬂtnd polldﬂi-ndm Sh ﬁh:mggdui;; oqﬂ.:: SIgﬂcino;iﬂ:hemg hope that Labor will resolve Eom_ﬁh:f
lm ﬂf o kai'ng wfckl Wiﬂl no OMIke ﬂn}" compaﬁ}' 'l'!'hll.l:}"l cannot T hﬂl bﬁan Wnﬂ? = mtd Wm' me mln? P]‘ﬂlem' thﬁv face"‘ t
Pay, as much ag necessary to Justify price rises, }‘:& 1d at ALP election rallies an kind of support is quite acceptable,
... m::d the available work dmong all wh ;: We have also covered Aust- Mr. Whitlam's apening T Then there's the support ﬂ.’h&‘f get when
need a job, As an immediate = O  For an end to bysjp Sy S SO meetings. 4 Communist Party rallies, At Mr, | s they go the rounds of private enter-
in the 35 how week at 40 hours ;fyhrin @ conspiracy by th 11.'“;!;;,“% UL cinte o PaiwhrnDIRECT ACTION election ’Fﬁh’;u A%Tm‘gemmrﬂw prise for campaign contributions.
. soci Sl Oyers against The spe 1steib- DIREC A
The government muyst start g l:; f?é_te?i;{f‘lrﬁ books of the capital- broadsheet has bﬂ&‘;}eﬂﬂ P‘illtﬂd- crowd as well uldj:gi'huﬂng ]:;lg:nts mtrt;;ﬂl‘f IC{'.‘EE?E‘E“?!H :
Programme what the empl T: -Jill_-i let _T__Fiem Judge uted — about 43, numbers of our eﬂ:ﬂ on Fupplduﬂ s R TP aiﬁiwtﬂ l.-ﬂ“ hor: B ﬂ] Mﬁmﬁ
e, k in Melbourne Gough Whitlam, The mf“ ufnlaba‘? Y at rallies some official has felt obliged
showe support .
l;-?ﬂ:*:nenﬂlmcﬁﬁdwamﬁcﬂ Snd why masses of youth are tuming todlmduteﬂnﬁl.?frmb!ﬂﬁﬂi
Hall, follow ACTION in various terms, There

Town Hall, the ALP, References by Mr.
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‘both at a grass roots level and by develop-

OMEN PRISONERS

- alistof
~ to Fairlea, Some of the main ones are:

- laundry and craftroom

By ANDREW JAMIESON
About 60 activists in the Victorlan
Soclalist Left of the ALP met on 8
November to discuss perspectives for

the coming few months, Coming 1o the
middle of hectic ALP election preparat-
jons, the meeting reflected a positive
atritude of the SL towards developing
their own po)icies and programme count-

ed to the right wing programme. It
;r?s:?;nﬂicam ﬂ:.;gththt SL can still attract
many ALP members in this period as
most have been co-opted into a compro-
mise with the conservative ALP leader-

ship dtﬂ_"l_ug thE 'E]Ef.'daﬂfi

tem of the strengthening of the SL
:tsrl:lgs roots level, several reports
of the regional'groups were given, each
outlining their situations and perspectives.
tral point thrown up by these
Ep;(:l:i'as t]j:: essential peed for a
developed programme, It was felt by
pearly all activists in the regional groups
that the SL has to have a base t0 work from
and recruit to, There were originally
three programmes submitted for discussion
Hut it was recognised by many that they
were limited by a too high emphasis on
theory, overshadowing sections dealing

with guidelines for action, As the nature

of the SL contains many diversified
opinions and ideas, what is really needed

is a broad action-crientated programme.

A me such as this would take
into cognisance the general youth radical-
{sation,. the employers'offensive, the
nature of the ALP and the role of the SL

etc, It would be a fighting programme -
one that would be able to mobilise people

in anti-capitalist struggles.

As well as recognising the necessity for a

m—dmme, the meeting looked towards
ding a better organisational structure,

By JENNY FERGUSON.

On Tuesday October 24, the day after
the riot at Risdon Gaol in Hobart -
five women from Fairlea Women's
Prison ripped up floorboards in a bid to
escape; this sparked off a riot in two
dormitories, where windows, crockery
and furniture were smashed and walls

‘damaged,

In Parliament on Thursday 26 the
Minister for Social Services, I, W,
Smith was questioned as to why the riot
had not been reported till 3 days after,
he was quoted as saying, "I do not go
around a these sort of things,"
Of couse Smith would have liked to
have kept the whole incident quiet,
especially since there has been an up-
surge in‘prison unrest recently,

A women's Prisoner Action Group has

‘been set up in Melboume to help bring

Eﬁﬁeamnﬂm to, and to fight against
a

Eallhg_ and debhumanising condit-
ions that exist in youthand women's

ons, They have drawn up
] mii.l:ll'y in relation

1) Bail is ransom, Poor women are forced .
10 stay on remand, and forced to do
work, They are treated as prisoners

a_lthogzz' they have not been conyi
2) Work is limited to women's wmﬁm.

only e.g. sewing, work in the kitchen,
scrubbing floors
and folding plastic baéﬁ. For ﬁ:.i.E they

f Last month a debate took place in the

§| NSW House of Assembly wir a motion
Mr Jim Cameron, a Liberal MLA,

‘The motion, which was carried, sought

1o dissociate the House from the move-

] ment for the repeal of all apti-abortion

laws and to defend "the h
J of the foerus, R e

Mr. Cameron's political
no cause for swrprise, Li
.' '}uﬂ never been noted for advocating

tions are

the House, supported the motion also,

Again,-we are not In one

some lli‘.nk between the abortion law
repeal movement and fascist
. race

HAVE THE GOODNESS TO BEAR THE

ral politicians

However, Mr, Hills, the Labor leader in

: surprised,
@ part of his speech Mr, Hills chose to see

*, . .there is a broader aspect of soclety's

11 only en
:rl?r;c:aps ai,r:l materials, It was noted

that the right wing elements of the ALP

i tiwar actions
obilising against a0 .
f:éemn; Sl were determined to fight for

the moebilisation of antiwar activists on
November 1B.

must buyall their toiletries and all other
necessary items,

3) Women on remand are allowed only
two 10 minute visits per week, convict-
ed women two 20 minute visits per
month.

4) All mail is censored, .and often
women fail to receive mail altogether.
They are allowed to write one letter

per week,

5) Clothes are old, dirty, uncomfortable
and illfitting.

6) Diet is both insufficient and nutrition-
ally inadequate.

7) Women are victims of degrading,
dehumanising strip searches,

8) There is no education officer and no
recreational facilities whatsoever, Most
of the women in jail are in for social
crimes - prostitution, vagrancy, false
pretences, drunken and disorderly
bebaviour, larceny, drug addiction and

5]

In the lowest voting tumout for a presi-
dential election in 24 years, Richard
Nixon was reelected president of the
United States, The most striking aspect
of the election in the closing weeks of
the eampaign leading up to it was the

lack of difference between the candidates,

McGovern who, early in the campai
was able to pose as tgc peace mnﬂjdﬁc,

vital interest in this matter,
to deny to the unborn the right to live

and adoption of the barbaric ethi 3
_ i
eugenics. The nazis destroyed hunmdqm
;:ﬂfnt:qm::ﬁ: — biwn millions — of s
an g5 because the mad
of 'Mein Kampf' and the eugtnlas;thﬂr

Mr, Hills went on to g|ay that "We
have 4 different viewpoint in
Ocratic (sic) world",

George Petersen spoke as
: a social
:gau:fst his party leader and Mr, tl'.:s:m-
mmn or the democratic right of wo
control their own bodies, He h:lu;lmﬂII

little trouble in disposin i
ignorant historica) malﬂgg.’:s an& E-;“S

d with the withdrawal of

M YOURSELVES, GENTLEMEN

considered those persons to be unfit to live, "

feel confident enough to

rship may L=
:if: ug-apinst socialists in ths i);;tl};_. e
Socialist Left can best defen Sy
against any restrictions on its politic

: ttempts at expulsion,
%;dst:etgéﬂi :ﬂé aitgelf Porga nisationally

veloping
3?mg§fe thapt will clearly demonstrate

orking class support ‘
:'?L;hil-:t it !sgthe present right wing ALP

leaders who are betraying Labor principles.

theft. Many have spent most of their

lives in institutions or as wards of the
state, The few women in for murder

and manslaughter haye mainly committed
these crimes of violence against boy-
friends and husbands,

To combat the special forms of legal
victimisation of women by the police
and judicial apparatus, a campaign
must be mounted around demands such

as:

Abolition of all special legal penalties
for women,

Abolition of all laws victimising pros-
titutes,

Full rights to conjugal visits.

Review the cases of all women prisoners
br a commission of their peers; release
all imprisoned or held without fair trial
by their peers.

later had the ground cut from under him
by Nixon's diplomatic manoeuvres and
peace rhetoric, By the time of the
election the predominant feeling among
many people was that the differences
between Nixon and McGovern were so
slight that it was not worth voting,

Only 54 per cent of the voting age
population voted, this is the lowest
figure since 1948, this election is the

hypocrisy in tryin .
g 1o decide for women
whether they should bear children or not,

"To those People who justify restrictive
abortion laws by hu:rna{ail.ariin ccnr;.:il&;:-
ations let me point out that some of the
ﬁlm monsters in history —the ones
'i;:th the least réspect for human life —
Ve been responsible for the most
gxtri:.hve laws. The Leader of the
wli:tli;osritinn is wrong in €gquating abortion
i 4zl extermination techniques
I;.ltler made abortion punish, l:-lE 'tr:,
h\:;ﬁ;. iSl:.ali.n banned it in 1934 Just
whiu:.lf mnﬁtljlimﬁng‘ the great purges in
el ons died, He was criticized
tsky who quoted a Stalinist judge

named Soltz who bace g
the fact that in 4 :uss.:‘.ﬂ til;c prohibition on

list society whe
e ety where
80 unemployed a woman has

Eo right to decline the Joys of mother-
o penpllew'igﬁTSGm said, '"We have need
o T Hmtsl-n,- then replied, 'Very
it » Messiewrs judges, hgye the
800dness to bear them, w}urs.elwsr "

BROKEN TREAT

fight in any more {llegal wars",

VICTORY BY DEFAULT

While the schoo] pi 7
conference set for

19-22, is still eight we 1!
Sydney where most studen
completed their exams Ois b
NSW Education Action %
publishing a bulletin wuﬂ'l‘“'llﬁ
of the conference, Coples ils |
and any other enquirjes o 1 Bete |
sent to Education Acum‘?ﬂ. &
¢/~ Dennis Garnse '

Street, Lnngueﬁllg: :;W Wl

Caravans made up of re

250 tribes of Native Amerjcans . 28
verged on Washington D, ¢ m“’"‘ :
30. Approximately 1,800 i‘hﬁ Octohey
icans joined the caravans %:;Hﬁ

i

"the trail of broken treatipsh
United States vio]aﬂonai'egsl-? A Proteg
treaties imposed on them, W

i
On November 2, while represennt
of the protesters were conductng ne. El.
otiations with the Bureay ﬂflndfns Et
Affairs (BIA), an unprovoked attych g
police against the negotiators snaked o
an occupation of the BIA, m‘
were beaten off after the initial 3.
and the negotiators barricaded i
inside the building and refused tg
despite court orders instructing &:ﬂt
Indians to leave which were iswdp
the following days, A spokesman fy
the Indians replied to one of the comt
orders, saving: "You have mo rightts
issue an order to Indian people on
Indian land"”. :

About 150 supporters of the Indizns
formed a human chain outside the 5
to hinder police attacks, The '
ment backed down from a forcefgl
eviction in the face of the militancy
of the Indians and their supportes,

The occupiers are demanding amosz
other things that the US fulfill all treaty.
obligations with US tribes, thata
commission be established to negotists
new ftreaties, that Indian rights to
minerals, land, and water be recoguised
that landless Indians be entitled fo
similar services to treaty Indians, that
the BIA be replaced by a new stroctse
controlled by Indians and that findsfx
health, housing, employment, ecose-
ic development and education be
increased.

Dennis Banks, national director of the
American Imiian Movement which

organised "the trail of broken treaties”
stated : ¥ The next 200 years are oot

going to be like the last 200, Wedr
going to fight for our rights, and we'e
going to run our own schools, OiE &
institutions, and we're not golng 19 _

first since 1948 where the yoting i
fell below 6095, )
Nixon won 60% of the votes Cﬂ‘;z
won votes in the southem 'tﬂ:.hl et
among privileged sections 4
class through his opposition 8 :
black students to priv'llcsfd w o
schools and his opposition 18 pavet]
welfare benefits, hiﬂﬂ&t" :'é the
around these issues Wen

Wallace's American [ndﬂl’"‘dmtm
in 1968,

fa
Nixon's victory rﬁpres:_ants a ﬂ;:q‘w
big business in the United S?im ol
all of the nation's top finad o ot
inessmen, and EDGDEWEPQP;sn . '.
Nixon, His campaign cost or (be
Nixon won the White House 3
Republicans, but the Democra
control of the Congress. 5;;1: for 2
Jenness, Presidential candl mdﬂ“
Socialist Workers Party pointeticcy
"Those who lost this cle"fr':f:;!l of ¥
who will suffer from the .
election, are the worklﬂﬂd%
this country, the oppresse e
society, the victims of r:.all"ii‘“:I
justice, inequality, racism

1gst iz
4 sexi=

"We now face four more
in the White House Wﬂfl'[:;%
glove with the bankers &

to squeeze ever'fl 3

rofit out of our 1abof,
ijmt man in the White Hows€
golng to do anything t0 STOF
that shrinks the va
every week, He'snot going
thing to find jobs for those

INB

4ORE WORDS OF WISDOM FROM
THE EXPLOITERS' MOUTHPIECE

ng a preview of the respect with
Emhgthep;.ibemls intend to treat the
organisa tions of the working class if
they are reelected on December 2, NSW
premier Askin speaking at McMahon's
recent rally in the Sydney Town Hall
said that the "real masters" of the Labor
Party are "Messrs, Hawke, M :
Carmichael, Halfpenny, Crawford and
all the rest of the left wingers with a

sprinkling of commos', He went

on to describe the leaders of the union
movement as "vermin",

The real issue of course is not whether or

pot the unions, which are supported by
masses of workers should have a voice

{n the government, but why the Liberal
Party and the Country Party which rep-
resent no one except a handful of large
capitalists should be allowed to continue
to pump out 4 constant stream of lies

and slanders during each pre-election
period and to pose as parties representing
masses of people on the basis of the con-
fusion created by such methods,

LOCKED OUT WORKERS REFUSED DOLE

1,200 workers, unemployed as a result of
the Gladstone alumina refinery lockout
will not be paid unemployment benefits

as a result of a decision by the Depart-
ment of Social Services, This decision was
made after the department had studied
accounts of the dispute which led to the
lockout, from the company and the unions,
The alumina plant has been closed down
and the 1,200 workers sacked. Apparently
the department's inquiries led to the
discovery that there are various types of
uemployment and that the type from
which the 1,200 are suffering does not
qualify them for the dole,

SHOCKED

Speaking in Sydney recently a member
of President Marcos's martial law cabinet
in the Philippines, Poradio Quaizon said:
"The martial law declaration, . . .
came as a shock even to maoy members
of the cabinet, , . ." It came as even
more of a shock to members of opposition
parties who were thrown into gaol.

Quaizon also said that 200 people amrested
have been charged with sedition but none
have been tried yet,

NO LINKS

The Liberal Party and the extreme right
wing National Civic Council claim that
despite the fact that the two organisations
haye issued identical pamphlets recently
there are no links between them, . . .
They just haye similar ideas.

WHITLAM LA SHES McMAHON
FROM THE RIGHT

Speaking in Brisbane recently, ALP
leader Whiflam attacked Primie Minister
McMahon for refusing to meet the special
South Vietmamese envoy, He called Mc
Mahon's attitude "shameful”, "humiliat-
ing" and "a disgrace to Australia", The
théusands of ALP supporters who helped
to build the mass movement against the
Viemam war might not entirely agree
with Whitlam on that score, They would
probably consider that McMahon's refusal
0 meet the envoy was the only comect
Step ever taken by that representative of
the exploiting class,

ECONOMIC CRISIS....

CONTINUED FROM P.8,

Jext three years, " It is certainly not
Ifﬂﬁé‘ult.]tion and cooperation wi
:”du-‘-t[}_‘” which will enforce full employ-
hﬂfint in the next few years. For industry
t=.'i:sa;};?;f-n unemployment as one of its

s against the working class - a
Means of attacking the current problems

ﬂf.u‘-’cn‘r‘“—\duc ton and working class
militancy,

;Iih“ frend in unemployment requires
HO‘S-*I fcrutiny, The October official
af‘]-‘-fﬂ': for the number of jobless showed
{ Qlﬁz_}m fall of about 6,000, a rate of
e But this represents still 110,000
Wf_\i.amn.ally adjusted figures) official
mm“ﬂ for work, This figure is, ©
o ﬁ’r understated by many thousands
wh;mthﬂ people, especially women,
V€ not bothered to apply. And

k
fnﬁylﬁ be found in a class struggle

peri
1 big business
B p'lgﬂﬂ‘ rates by aft

ATTACK ON BUILDERS!
NUES RS' LABOURERS

CONTI

In a recent debate in the N
Assembly, Liberal Pmﬁms"vwl-ﬂcsi&hti?e
claimed that if "union violence®

not stopped, then tension in the bl

GURIND]JI FUND RAISING EFFORT

'I‘lhf: Melbourne Wattie Creek Group is
planning a sale to raise f

pa pm'ghase pottery unds for New So
set up by the Gurindji people on Vestey's
lease at Wattie Creek, The sale wﬂ?cmyka
place on Sat, Dec,2 and Sun, Dec,3 at
Preston Motors on the corner of Russell
and Collins Streets,

of stock for the cattle station

oleman NEWPORT POWER STATION

flimty (e g, e s e o ecier 16 abosk 20

't mention that over din;
workers have already beaiﬂk?ﬂuil?;;zg
industrial accidents in Sydney this year
But then his interests don't lie in hringi;
evidence of big companies' disregard ;
for the safety of workers before the
public, they lie in attacking the right

of workers to organise 5o as to be able

to defend themselyes against employers
who place profits before safety,

THE CALL - GETTING FAINTER?
The Catholic Church is short of priests

and to overcome the problem it has taken

to advertising in radio commercial
Sydney, Newcastle and Adelaide, lii:li:-
ording to church recruiting officers
quoted in "The Australian” of 18/11,72
one of the qualifications for applicants |
is:" a damed good sense of humour",

SOCIAL SERVICES MORA TORIUM

For the last three years the trade union
movement has attempted to mobilise
popular action around the miserable
pittances which the Liberals call "social
services"., On December 17, in Mel-
bourne, rallies were held at eight centres
around the metropolitan area and
suburbs, protesting against a system
which provides conditions below the
poverty level for so many pensioners,
unmarried mothers, unemployed and
others. At the Treasury Gardens about
100 people listened to speakers and later
marched around the city. At Footscray,
a rally of about 120 people heard Ralph
Willis, ACTU advocate and Labor can-

Beolple demonstrated outside the Victorian
arli

: z[melnt House against the construct-
on of a large er station in New

a Melbourne sup:‘l.:b. The power rtam;:'
is planned to have a 600 feet high chim-
ney to discharge gases into the atmos-
phere and werl;gld pump heated, chlorin-
ated water into Port Phillip Bay at the
rate of 508,000 gallons per minute,

STUDENTS VICTIMISED

Recently two students were expelled from
Christchurch Girls' High School after
leading a walk-out of 30 students who
were protesting at being forced to say
prayers. That should teach them respect
for the power of the Almighty,

ABORTION CHARGES DROPPED

Speaking after the Victorian govermment
had decided to drop seven abortion
charges which had been laid against
him, Dr. John Heath of Melboumne said:
“1 have never done amything wrong, I'm
still convinced of this, , . Look, many
years ago when pregnant girls came to
me for advice [ would tell them to get
along to the church and get married.
And then later when I saw them all get-
tingdivorced I realised what a fool I

had been for giving them that advice."
Dr. Heath is seventy years old.

PALESTINIAN FORUM

On Saturday November 12 approximately
200 people attended a forum on Palestine

didate for Gellibrand speak on the iniquit- jn Melbourne, The forum was organised

ies of the Liberal administration under

by the Palestine - Australia Solidarity

which the percentage of GNP and relative Commitree and proposals were discussed

levels of assistance have declined over
the last 23 years. However, all that
Labor is prepared to offer pensioners,
for instance is a pension of 25% of the
average wage. Hardly a just reward for
a lifetime of labour, Other speakers
rightly pointed out that only continuin
acglﬁ:lun by working people can raise the
question of a real living wage for all,
whether employed or tmempfa}'ed, old
or young, sick or healthy, woman or
man. A Labor victory on December 2
represents a first step only.

Ralph Willis

Mr
15 the Labor shadow freasuret ,
Crean, points out, the imminent

influx of school and. tertiary leave.r:
:L:’]illu;rﬂhabl}' raise the figure to well

over 200,000, This is a good debativg

int for Mr Crean to ma against the

ﬁber&ls who haye callously helped to

uce this high unemployment, But

what exactly is Labor's programme 10
solye this problem?

in vain, The real solution is

be Lo \hich the preseat
ders consclously
tive Labor lea i

cost gr sive problem
unlons), Inflation pil’;m““w' orld in this

ue
od as another cﬂ:f.qmm ts tO resuT-

hand indefinite

for increasing publicity around the
struggle of the Palestinian Arabs, The

MASS MEETING (1)
Following meetings on the University of
Wales campus by Liberal
Party members Ivor Gréenwood and Don
Chipp, ALP rs organised a meet-
ing for Bob Hawke, On Monday Novem-
ber 6, over 3,000 students crammed into
the UNSW "Roundhouse", making the
meeting one of the largest ever held on

Bob Hawke

that campus, The enthusiasm of the
students for the ALP programme, partic-
ularly the abolition of university fees
left no doubt about where their sympathies
lay, Over 1,500 DIRECT ACTION _
“Labor to Power" broadsheets were handed
out and were well received,

The sectarian Socialist Labor League also
attempted an intervention, One of their
members asked a question about Dunstan's
anti union legislation, but phrased it in
such terms that no measure of support

for the ALP was stated. This, combined
with repeated interjections from the same
person afterwards, led some students to
comment later that the interjector must
have been an agent for the extreme

right wing National Civic Council,

MASS MEETING (2)

Two days later the SLL sectarians held
what they had advertised as thelr own
“mass meeting" on UNSW. The audience
consisted of Sol Salby and a friend,

idea, put forward by some at the meeting, WHAT ABOUT RUBBER BULLETS?

thatthe Palestinians should compromise
and agree to settle only in certain areas
of Palestine was rejected as a capitulation
that would solve none of the long term
problems of the Palestinian people,

DOUBLE JEOPARDY

Victorian teacher Keith Jepson was in
November 1971 found guilty by a magis-
trate's court of growing four marijuana
plants at his house and was fined $200.
He was relieved of teaching duties at

his school and has since worked for the
Victorian Education Department on non-
teaching duties, A report of his case was
sent to the Education Department by the
Police Department. As a result Jepson
was summoned before the Teachers'
Tribunal and fined another $200, No
evidence was offered that Jepson's offence
was in any way related to his performance
as a teacher,

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT GETS
TOUGH ON INFLATION

[t was recently revealed in the Victorian
parlianrent that the allocation of toilet
paper for high schools provides for three
pieces for each student daily for a total

of 200 days per year.

standards, As "The Age"” (14/11/72)
ted out: .
E?nt?llﬁﬂn @ ® & 0 Wm I‘Emﬂ.in With LS,
The consumer price index rose in the
September quarter at an annual rate of
3,8%, far too high for comfort but still
41 relief from the 77s level at the tum
of the year," Not much relief though!
And certainly no guarantee that the rate
will reduce next year, Rather, after
the elections, and through international
factors it could l:reﬂ begin to rise again,
n Iy A LU .
*'3w:r:;:;en1:g:uthwitiﬂ have refrained
from increasing their charges in recent
months though they can't hold their

. In addition the W
of average ea has slowed markedly

t quarters from 13% in 1971 to
i!:;r;;uﬂ;tzby June 1972," Labor's

Prices Justification Commission is cert-
ainly :i'o answer to the problem either
of so-called "price céntrol” or of the

g living overall trend to falling real eamings,

The army is at present studying ways
of making life easier for soldiers, Getting
out of South East Asia Is our suggestion.

AND IF A PRO ABORTION CANDIDATE
STOOD AGAINST WHITLAM?

ALP member Arthur Burns who recently
announced that he would stand against
the endorsed Labor candidate for the
ACT because the endorsed member
(Kep Enderby) advocates legalisation of
abortion, said recently:" My only regret
in standing is the offence I might give
to many women and girls to whom the
very mention of this subject is emotion-
ally disturbing." Bums' opinion appears
to be that not only should women be
denied the right to control their bodies,
but that the poor emotional creatures
are too stupid to be allowed such a
right, Burns is a Presbyterian minister,
which may explain his detachment

fram reality.

The strange aspect of the affair is the
leniency with which the Labor Party is
treating Burns, Normally an ALP mem-
ber who stands against the Labor Party
would be expelled without ceremony.
No such action has so far been taken,

«ssSTEVE PAINTER

The Liberals, of course, have no interest
in protecting the living standards of
Australians, Their hostility to the needs
and rights of everyone except the tycoons,
their backers, is why so many are turn-
ing to Labor, sometimes for the first
time, The Labor Party has a challenge
before it. McMahon believes that "social-
ism is still a threat with the ALP",
Whitlam doesn't, Many thousands of
Australian workers think otherwise, It
is their power which can be mobilised
around a class struggle mme
which can create a real altemative for
the mass of Australians who are looking
towards the ALP for solutions, Labor
must be returned, but for a real solution
to the economic problems facing Aust-
i e U

W P leadership must
replaced by a soclalist class strugg!
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. In the finance pages

By JAMIE DOUGHNEY

So far the respanse (0 Whitlam's speech
has been varied but pmdi:tah]c_ Standing
squarely on the side of the most conser=
yative sections of big business, Prime
Minister McMahon not surprisingly
reacted to the imminent election of an
ALP goyermment with statements like 8
the following from his televised election
address:
u, . . The Labor philosophy of social-
{sm and the all powerful State in a
society where the Government is the
master and is dominated by the left-
wing and the powerful militant trade

unfons, . .
Particularly interesting is te reaction

of the capitalist press which clearly
reveals the divisions among capitalists

* in regard to the question of a Labor

rmment, The ultra conservative
uSyn'" of November 14 carried

as its headline a statement from New
South Wales Liberal Premier Askin,
WElection of Labor Means End of NSW".
From those sections looking toward Labor
for "sounder managenrent” of the capit-
alist system came various statements
of praise, The Melbourne "Age" of the
sme date of Whitlam's address
in its editorial in the following terms:
!'The programme is notable for its
range and scope, even if not all its
proposals for change and reform can be
accepted without qualification or quest-
ioning, The best things about it are its
blend of idealism - legitimate idealism
rather than the hollow worldng-class
idealism of other elections and other
years - with realism; its concentration
on long-neglected issues; its attempt
to make articulate policy out of issues

‘which have in recent years become

trendy catch-cries,

However, perhaps the most forthright
am‘l_mrtiing comment was to be found
-of "The Australian",
Under the dual headings of "Whitlam's
Plan NoThreat To Business" and "Goals
Impressive; But Policy Favours The Rich”
economist for the "Australian" Kenneth
am wrote:

‘political manifestc presented to
the Australian people last night by the
leader of the Opposition, Mr Whitlam
is bourgeois in its appeal and elitst in
its Intent, . . . under the superficial
‘trendiness of some of the specific

By JIM MC ILROY

More and more signs are apparent that
December 2 will see the ffll;auf‘:he
Liberal-Country Party coalition from

The Labor bandwagon is

with large enﬂxu.sianig c rnrau::{n:tt et
several states, Gough Whitlam in his
election speech outlined his potential
‘government's platform,. His eyes are
firmly fixed on the PM's job but there
are many others in this country who
would be happ{]wlmﬂjob. What
does Labor really offer to these people
nd to all the others who are suffering

‘proposals, and an elaborate network of

aspects of the economy, Both
iedilect the “"change by g;ra.duala:‘:t):gc;:"
- which has always dominated

o of Labor leaders, and has
invariably (e.g. under Chifley) led to
al;daugm:nmuon of centralised power
and 5o real Improvement for the ma
R 20 sk

DEW bureaucracies of vario
hmlgl, including a Prices Jmﬂﬁczﬂ:
unal, a Schools Commissian,

POWer after 23 years but not before time,

under this capitalist system? If one is to
_zﬁdge from the campaign promises alone
€ simple answer would be - very linle.’

Labor's programme consists of
gi\re-wilh-one-hand,ukg“xm:r;_liag

new bureaucracies to oversee the various

Whitlam promb;g:r:? A number of Whitlam!

Ith Grants C issi

proposals is some nasty equity implicat-
{ons for Labor's traditional working

class supporters.

Certainly strong words from one of the
most eminent newspapers of the employ~-
ers in this country. Nevertheless it
provides an indication of just how mealy-
mouthed the proposals of Whitlam were.

What the response of the press reveals,
and this is barne out by examination of
the ALP platform, is that the proposed
answers to pressing political questions
are of a contradictory nature. At best
they offer pseudo-solutions, when att-
empts at solutions are really offered at
all, reflecting ance again the unigue
position of the ALP in Australlan politics,

On the one hand Labor's policies are

I ive to the pressure for elimination
of the ills of this society and the demands
of the working class for a better standard
of living, an end to unemployment and
inflation etc. All of which pressures the
Liberals stand firmly opposed to, trying
to block them at every opportunity.

The ALP is subject to the efforts of
working people and the oppressed to act
in their interests against the parties of
the capitalists, Hence its policies must
accommodate these pressures to a certain
extent, giving rise to such attitudes as
opposition to the Indochina war and
conscription, calling for an end to
unemployment, better education, higher
social services etc, This was well illust-
rated at the Blacktown meeting, where
the youthful audience respand:é the
most enthusiastically to the most
concrete and radica{vpmpcwls such as
an immediate end to conscription,

Yet on the other hand the ALP leaders,
imbued with the spirit of conciliation,
are unwilling to press these issues amy”
further than the bounds of "respectability"
permit, In fact it avoids them wherever
passible, The ALP then becomes the ins-
trument for the development of "the
spirit of national cooperation™ between
the implacably opposed interests of the
working people and the employers,

with the aim of managing the present
capitalist system more efficiently

than the Liberals,

This side of ALP policy is strikingly
pronounced in Whitlam's policy speech -
soclalist solutions being deliberately

HOW WLL LIBOR FCE THE ECONG

&

Workers in the De
S proposa’ V

quite specifically uﬂ-egallmrlljt:wm
Emcd only at making things harde

e lowest income Eroups S
commentators in the bi, b

: g busin

noticed this, '"The Aumallm"':ue::zmm

and a "takeover secretariat”, Most of

through
techuocrats, The actuality is that this

these new organisations are
geen
of making soclety run mare "eﬂizie?u‘:l;?
e creation of more and more |

- ﬁommenmd (14/11/72) ;
;;:m:}te,“méhwhmam's Proposal to
arges on housin,
tax deductable is quite expﬂcillsyﬂl:ai;lrtx

lonary as well ;
ive, as being viciously Te gress

Another exampl
ple is
means test, "The Athc

"efficiency” can only serve to incr

case
the profits of big business, and not serve
the interests of the working class,

abolition of the
Uan'' continyes:

avolded in the hope of catching the
middle income vote with a policy of
imoderation” and tmediation", This
artitude is exemplified by statements
like the following from the election

speech:

1The key to financing Labor's programme

must be strong and continuing economic
growth based on sound national planning
and national cooperdtion between

Government, employers and employees,

To obtain that cooperation it is necessary
sections of the community

to convince all
that responsibilities, burdens and oppor-
funities are being shared equally by all
sections of the community. Employees,
a5 consumers, must know that their
national Government requires equal
coaperation from all powerful sections

of industry."

It is not surprising that with this style
of politics up his sleeve Whitlam is
able to attract certain ections of the
capitalist class to his side. The more
subtle approach to quelling industrial
and social discontent, to say nothing
of the benefits of increased state
suppart for the economy through the
manifold establishment of new bureau-
cracles in the Fabian model, &ffer new
promise for those more up to date capit-
alists who are dissatisfied with the per-
ennial backwardness of the L-CP coal-
iton,

On the question of the Indochina war
and Australian involvement the ALP

should enact its stated policy immediate-

ly, severing all bonds with the Thieu
and Lon Nol regimes, No equivocation
can be tolerated on this score, as more
than once Whitlam has hedged when
confronted with this question.

With unemployment at its highest level
for 10 years and inflation at its highest
for 20, a Labor government should be
at the forefront of the fight for a
reduction of the work week with no loss
in pay. This provides the solution for
unemployment by sharing the available
work, Similarly for inflation the Prices
Justification Tribunal as proposed by
;.Sabor qnlg goes par; of the way; what
required is a total price freeze. In
addition wages shoulé Be pegged to the
cost of living to counter any price
increases, But Whitlam has rejected
these real solutions for a fallacious
scheme which makes workers depend

pression of the

1930's,
"Abolition mea
1s that about 607
:Je& fo;:e will be paying higher |UAI-' I*l:\
PPort a £20 boost to incomes of

people who .
they are,n already better off than

And yet Whitlam g
Creases will be

12intains that no tax
brought in by Labor,

loopholes in the tax

thing. Nothiro

MiC

» The prop-

on the wellein of capitalism 35 -
reflected by its 'fgrawﬂnp Th
is not the bay.uswer. i

On industrial relations we need a.hlh,
government ready at all times to defesd
the working-class and its right to sile
against the ever profit-hun employer,
However Labor proposes a "harmom
and would attempt to Limit the rightss
strike through the infamous Camers
proposals. And o it goes on, Over the
rights of women, blacks and homoseru:ls
the Labor leadership continues to eagly-
ocate, dodge and present superficial
solutions,

Although the ALP is the mass party of
the Australian workers, and should be
supported in the elections by virtue of
this very fact, nowhere does Its leader
ship present a challenge to the capitsls
ist system and the it creates,
What must be done is to project the AR
as a real class-struggle alternative to
the Liberals, championing the needsof
the oppressed, This it can do, being
based on the forces of organised labom,
and it should have no pemspective of
loyally maintaining the status quo,

It's time for some socialist policiet!

CRISIS!

but an inversion of the tax st
including for Instance, a rise to :
for incomes over $10, 000 and oo BX "
for incomes under $100 per week
really produce any moave io the disect?
of equality in incomes. But of cousse
this is only a start in what is really
required to produce equality in this d
soclety. Fundamentally, the systel
production for private profit ““'t”:d‘
eliminated for all ime gk
ownership and control and
according to need.

The ALP leadership does not dare 10
mention the word "pationalistl .h
Instead we find Whitlam oﬂeﬂﬂll‘.
things to big business, "We uga'“
priority in public cooperation @ il
up economic planning machinety e
industry and employers' 1€ ol
to restore strong and cnnr.ini!iﬂs;m 3
growth", Labor leaders plan to %
themselves as super-protec omists
Protecting whom? Well, AustﬂA
apitalists who provide jobs for
workers( but also just as Wﬂunslv

them out of work), Insurance c,,’.

will have their investments %
companies” guaranteeds HG‘;:I:.?
company, based on l:xploif? o

private gain,be "approve "7 C
not by Australian workers. Bﬂ;d“’.
"representatives' have other

Labor has made a verbal commitBEnt

to full employment. \mdamm'w
"Labor's first priority “'Utl “wl ¢
genulne full employment = This
qualification, without he]dsins' i
requires that the nationd ]
must by consultation and c%".‘:.i
with all sections of industry ‘nh
growth rate of 6% to 770 8 &8
~ANTINITED ON P 7.
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