WHY ARE WE PICKETING?

RAINFORESTS ARE CRUGIAL Tojxf
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-~ ‘they are the home of 50 90% of the wor]d s

30 million species. - they are the home of

m1111ons of tribal peoples.

. - they " absorb water and he]p to »preveht 3>

Af1oods
- they control weather patterns

~ they ‘store carbon which helps to combat the )
Greenhouse Effect. - they hold the soil
together,. stppp1ng 1t “from- be1ng washed away

during heavy rain.

- they provide non-timber products such  as
clean water, food, shelter, fuel, med1c1ne and
raw materials such as rubber. ' ’

- - they prov1de d1sease resistant varieties of
food species (e.g. ‘rice, wheat, maize) which

are important. for modern agriculture. - they’

have provided 50% of. modern medicines yet
fewer than 1% of tropical plants have’ been
 tested for their medical potent1a1 - they are
" the gene poo1 of life. : . .

IF WE" E)EISTWR()Y' l?l\IlﬂF"DF!E}STTS
- WE DESTROY LIFE' '

- accord1ng to David Suzuki, after 350 million.
" years, _the rainforests w111 be destroyed

within 30 years.

-~ 100 species are driven to ext1nct1on EACH
DAY as a. result of habitat destruction.

- tribal people, such as the Penan of Sarawak,

are being driven out of existence as a resu1t\

f ra1nforest destructwon
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An area of the wor]d s ra1nforests the size of
a footba11 ~field s destroyed each second.

Why? The main causes are logging, - road

building, 'dam building and- clearance for
cattle ranching and agriculture.
CAUSE IN SOUTH EAST AS_;A IS8 LOGGING. -

THE "MAIN
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WHO' BENEFITSO"

COrrupt po1it1C1ans, bur.lucrats and mi1itary officor:

»in South East Asia. Logging companies, timber importers
_and consumors in Japan, America, Europo and Australia

Compén1es make qu1ck profwts by using rainforest timber
as a.cash crop. The workers are not unionized, receive
poor pay and work 'in appalling conditions ~-.in Sarawak
‘they’ work under 1ights at n19ht and w1thout adoquato
safety proceduras. .

The Austra11anA,governnent and companies are hoavi!x
invoived. - The government  supports the import of

‘rainforest timbers and helps. " to finance the
“International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) -

which draws up the plans for rainforest 1099in9 Tho'

government also supports the dostruction of: Australia ]
-own o]d growth forests. b

.‘Austra1ian companies 1mport about 300.000 cubic metres

of rainforest timber from South East Asia each year; 80X
of,itzfrop the: pristine rainforeats of Malaysia.

'WHAT ARE WE DOING?

_ Ih response to the.ca]T'for an import‘ban-by

non-government organizations (NGOs) in South

"East Asia, the Melbourne Rainforest ‘Action

Group (RAG) is asking the peopte of Melbourne
to help us picket rainforest timber dockyards
in order- to halt Austra11a s role in
ra1nforest destruct1on A

PLEASE SUPPORT . uUs  BY
RESPECTING THE PICKET. ‘

RAG s nonv101ent action campaign has received
tremendous support from trade unionists. = The
waterside Workers’' Federation, the Seamen’s
Union and the Australian Workers’ Union have
all imposed 24 hour bans on rainforest timber

ships. - The Building Workers’ Industrial Union

has “totally banned the use of rainforest
timbers on a11 ccnstructwon sites. -

'We. respect the ,soc1aﬁ and environmental

conscience of unionists and now we need Yyour
strength and support to permanently halt the
import of rainforest timbers into Melbourne.
Please help us to SAVE THE RAINFORESTS"




'YOUR CHOICE — Evon_uT_IoN'f;QBg

EXTINCTION"

Each one of us has a ch01ce We can ACT NOW. to save the
world’s rainforests, or we can stand by and let them be

destroyed What is your cho:ce?

WHAT CAN vou pO~?

‘1. call
rainforest destruction.
a]ong to discuss it.

Invite RAG to come

p1cket

- 3. Ask your union to ban the hand11ng and use.r

of 1mported rainforest timbers.

4. Don’t. buy rainforest timbers such .as
Meranti, Merbau, Ramin, Jelutong, - Kapur,
Nyatoh, Batu and Kempas. . Use second-hand

timber and a]ternat1ves to ra1nforest timber
instead.

5. . Speak w1th other peop1e,
issues and encourage them to act.
6. Join us on the picket. '
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MELBOURNE RAINFOREST ACTION GROUP

GPQ Box 3217GG '
“Melbaurne

Victoria 300t - ’

(03) 417 7450 . (phone staffed by vo1unteers)
(03) 416 2081 (fax)
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a workplace meeting to consider

- Ask your un1on to'qff1c1a11y recogn1se thev

exp1a1n the»J

Resources-
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RAINFORESTS -
THEY DIE,

WE ALL DIE.

| NOTICE TO TRADE UNIONISTS
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