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This
left
of the Democratic Socialist Party,

proposal for a new broad paper of the
was initially put forward by members
who

approarched a range of left activists to gauge

what sugport there might be for such a project.
The response has been extremely favourable and

those who have already recognised the need for

guch a paper and have agreed to participate are
now discuyssing the next steps within a broader

frameworlk.

The need for such a broad new paper of the left
flows from the golitical situation affecting
everyone interested in alternative politics,
rnamely: the weakness and decline of the
socialist movement in the westj the crisis of
bureaucratic socialism - Stalinismy the
ecnlogical crisis and the emergence af the areen
movement. These develorments, which challenae us
all, may at first rpose problems (especially in
the form in which they have emerged). Put they
provide real oprortunities for developing a new
movement seeking, fundamental social chanae.

B

This rroposal for a new parer also responds to
the political needs that many of us have .
recognised durinag the tast ten yvears. Throughout
the 1789's there have been several initiatives
which have rursued 2 process of socialist
renewal and rethinkinga, with a number of
attempts to regroup the socialist forces into a
kropader organisational frameworl, whether this
has taken the form of socialist unity, a new
left party or a broader red-arsen or areen
formation.

Many who have responded to this proposal have
rarticirated in such unity attempis in the past
or- are currently involved in new formations like
the Rainbow Alliance, the Hew Labour Movement in
WAy or the Green Alliance.

Rearourment is an ongsoing need, and the effort
should be continued. While as yet no new clear
organisational framework has been created, the
necessary search by the left and progressive
movements to break owt of their isolation
remains. A new paper can aid the hroader
regrouvpment and renewal process, Revitalisino
unity is a necessary part of this proress.

So far, the new paper project has been sponsored by:

26 YEARS OF DIRECT ACTLOH...
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

qé?jy So there is a need for a new radical
rarer. But new parties and ney parers

VT rcan't just be plucked out of thin air. We
need to tuild on rast achievements and
evperience such as that embaodied in DIRECT

ACTION.

This achievement, the persistence and dedication
of reaople who have produced an alternative
newspaper for nearly 20 years and a weelly for
15 of those years, is somethinag that can’t be
wasted, But it has to be taken forward by others
as well whao, over time, can move it to a higher
plane. A broader paper would relate to, and be
able to draw on even wider resources within the
green movement, the lakour movement, the women's
movement, other social movements wconcerned with
economic and social justice, and other political
tendencies and individuals.

So the prorosal is to transform and expand the
existing DIRECT ACTIONM through a series of
modest but real and important steps. There will
be a broad advisory board, a changed leaal
structure to establish a rartnershier or
coorerative in which peorple can buy shares,
a new name for the parer with a thorouaghly
revamped look - amonast other initiatives. Of
course the rproject is oren to wider and more
dJecisive organisational and political
initiatives if the caonditions oren up or
created.
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Haturally, the groject will not bte without
problems and will not hagppen overniaht. Ta be
effective, it will need much discussion and fine
tuning and akove all, goodwill and a
determination to Jork tooether. The
things are a clear new start which will,
time, attract more and more people to the
rroject and malke it a zuccess.
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A possible taraet date for launching the new
paper could be February 1771, Ouring the rest of
this year, we could develop plans for content
and layout, investigate pew distribution
outlets, examine the costing, and put a new
legal structuyre in place.

S0 we are canvassing for support from all those
reople who have been looking for something they
could contritute to that -ould help rally the
lefty, a genuine left, a left that is movina
ahead into the 99's and facing up to the new
times of the envirarmental crisis and the end of
Stalinism.
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