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As is usual in turning points in the
political sitnation, debate about the
nature of the anti-war movement inten-
sifies to a point where misconceptions
and mystifications abound. This is the
case at present. In 1970 the movement
against the Vietnam war in Australia
reached its highest stage so far. In 1970
following Nixon's invasion of Cambodia,
the massive protests that erupted meant
~ that with a military defeat in Cambodia
. certain, N ixon still had to withdraw forces
~ This process of gradual withdrawal of

~ ground troops is a new tactic of the US
ruling class to achieve their original aims
- the economic and political domination
of the region.

This new tactic was designed to correspond
to two important factors. The situation of
the war in South Vietnam where success

i1s now seen in terms of massive

~ saturation bombing of "enemy' territory,

- where the ability and desire of the ground
- . ftroops to continue fighting is minimal.

- Onpages 5, 6, 7, we analyse these E

~ developments in the war situation.

The purpose of this article is to analyse
‘the other major factor: the strength of

the anti-war movement, both here and in
the US, that has materially altered the
balance of forces that the US rulers must
take into account in assessing the prospects
for imperialism.
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In the past in Australia the antiwar move-
‘ment has grown or diminished with the
situation in the war and with the
manoeuvres made by Johnson and Nixon.
The worst defeat it suffered was when
- Johnson decided to open negotiations and
. stop the bombing. An anti-war move-
. ment that had been built around t hese

- dual aims slumped immedia tely and it
took another 18 months to gain its former
strength. So what we decide for our
Course in the next month can have an
‘enormous effect on the sort of moyement
wWe can build.

]

i? Currently, doubts about the course of the
. movement to date are coming from two
: main directions. Firstly, the political
content of the demands around which the

torium is organised are castigated
48 not being "anti-imperialist" .

Ancther current says that mass anti-war
O0Ce a4 year. What we need to do now is
concentrate on local activity. It is
claimed we no longer have the resources
to pull off regular major actions.

Before refuting these views in detail, it

is necessary to put forward the views and

method of SYA in working out an overall
~War strategy.

Firstly, the worldwide political context
and the nature of the Indo-Chinese war
must be examined. It is clear that we
Can agree with Che when he is assessing
the struggle against imperialism that:

"There have been limited confrontations
©a all continents , ., but obviously at the

resent moment contradictions are
centred in the territory of the Indo-
* peninsula ang neighbouring
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int of victory, only the US military
pr : parliamentary

presence props up the Thieu regime. The
Vietnamese revolution will be victorious
ance all 1IS militarv forces, ground and
air and sea, 4re withdrawn.

but simply part of i
here that thr:: deft h:;g:
mass struggle outside ontrg
conservative hureaucrgl;ii:s D
marches, it is the duty nft_i}
raise the COnsciousness of ;he
’I‘hq:: ruling class knows that I‘: I
sc!rmus Opposition to their Pﬂ‘: k. b
arise. They fear acti ot il

e :
most of all, especially actintf:
anti-imperialist demand of

This is our task. We can materially
alter the balance of power by making it
impossible for the imperialists to con-
tinue to wage war without the risk of

a soclial revolution at home. We can best
defend the gains of the Vietnamese
revolution and work for its total success
by deoing all we can to remove the one
remaining obstacle - the US and allied
military forces of occupation. Our task
is to help the victory of the Vietnamese

in an appeal entitled "Everyone in the
streets April 24", the international
éxecutive committee of the Fourth
International stated:

All correspondence to Socialist

Youth Alliance, P.O. Box 58I,
Sydney South, 2000.

"4+, it is the duty of all revolutionary
‘Organisations throughout the world to
‘mount the broadest and most active aid
‘possible to the anti-war movement in
the United States, in this way aiding the
‘Vietnamese revolution with concrete acts

Subscriptions $1. 50 for 10 issues.
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revolution by getting our own troops out. L?lsﬂt:em;gsr?;;ialli'tybggtﬁe this demyy of solidarity.
! layers of the society Yng Hsied by ! -
ve hz : e - Ye B | | e Fourth Intemational appeals to the
Sappe e L e
incredible setback. 2t ‘gressive intellectuals of all countries

stake in Vietnam, we can proceed to de-
termine the strategic formula that offers
best chance of achieving our goals. The
method that Marxists have chosen in the
past is one which sgeks to make the su
port of the masses of the people felt,

that brings social forces into action. This
mass action approach has also been the
most effective method so far of limiting
the powers of the imperialists to wage the
Vietnam war. Also it is proved to be the
best method of moving the new layers of
radicalising youth from a liberal approach
to the war to one which sees it as an
imperialist war of aggressia.

‘throughout the world to organise power-
'ful demonstrations on April 24 in
‘solidarity with the Vietnamese revolution
and the anti-war moyvement in the
United States,through effective anti-

THE

ﬂ:uz needs of each country”.

50 our position can be summed up simply
in this way. Firstly, we look at the
political context and conclude that we

® st defend the Vietnamese revolution
e OEPSEETY Torcing withdrawal of
S Australian and US troops.

' Secondly, we argue that only a repeated

aperialist united fronts commensurate to

The Socialist Youth Alliance is sponsor-
Ing a national tour of Patricia liyama, a
member of the Socialist Workers Party
and a candidate for Californian Secretary
of State in the 1970 US elections. While
in Australia, Patti will address meetings
on the anti-war movement, women's
liberation and Third World self-determin-
ation struggles.

Patti liyama is a 24-year old Japanese
American who has been a student leader
at the University of Califomia, Berkeley
since 1961. She first became politically
active because of her anger at violations
of civil liberties in the US. She joined
SIATE, a radical campus party at UC,
was elected to the Student Senate and
was on the executive committee of the
Free Speech Movement. She helped
organise the first Vietnam Day teach-in
in 1965, and in 1966 worked in Delano

National Anti-War Conference and zive
a paper on "The Anti-War University"
Her tour will include meetings both public
and at universities, in Brisbane, Sydnoey,

~ SY.A. TO SPONSOR
TOUR OF U.S. SOCIALIST

Canberra, Melbourne and Adelaide.
r &
Watch for further details and contact SYA

f‘]‘-‘t back page) in your state to flnd out
where she

15 speaking.

Fatricia livama.

Central political importance of the Viet-
nam war shows internationalists the
importance they should attach to it. In
Australia, the issue is of course fundamen-
tal because of the presence of Australian
forces in Vietnam.

The anti-war movement to date has taken
many forms. From the individual draft-
card buming, through window smashing
to massive peace marches in the streets.
By now, there is plenty of evidence to

- massive showing of strength can have any
2ffect in achieving our aims. Mass
S 3ction 15 an overall strategic approach
! for social change and has shown 1rs
. potency in the ann-war movement.

with the National Farm Workers®
Association as an organiser of teenagers
and Japanese workers.

Once we have determined that our

: In 1967, during Stop the Draft Week
overall central strategy towards the

Thirdly, the largest mass action can be
. orgamsed by means of a united front
coalition of all the forces who can agree
. on the central anti-imperialist demand

' of immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of all US and Australian troops.
‘This is the position that we have consist-

show that it is the last form that has been
really effective in curbing the power of
imperialism and involving wider and
wider layers in action.

war movement should be one of buik
mass anti-war demonstrations a
principled demand of immediate ¥
drawal of all troops, we must
ine the tactical and organisational
used to implement this policy.

Vietnam and the rest of Indo-China, is
the prime target of imperialism's attempt
to stop the process of revolutionary change.

The Vietnamese revoluti i g
€ Zevouipon which has Heen The acts of defiance of conscription can

demonstrations, Patti liyama was
charged for speaking over an "illegal”
microphone and was arbitrarily sus-
pended by the UC Administration.
was again suspended after leading =
Movement A gainst Political Suspensions
mill-in during December 1968.

She

-
marches are passe or at nmost only necessary |

partially successful over the course of the
last thirty years, is continuing in spite of
all because here the necessities of

struggle in the Third World are being dem-
onstrated over and over again.

There is no long term middle course be-

tween imperialism and national liberation.

Democratic revolutions must be con-
solidated by advancing to a socialist stage
or they will be unsuccessful in attacking
the prime goals of the initial stage of land
reform, democratic procedures and free-
dom to move economically, independent
At least to an extent, from imperialism.
In Vietmam, the revoluticnaries led by Ho
Chi Minh were partially successful. But
the treacherous behaviour of the US and

France meant that their battlefield gains
were reduced by the manoeuvres around
Diem. Inevitably, the freedom fighters
who remained in the south found that
they could either submit to Diem and his
imperialist backers, or take up arms
again and continue the struggle for
national independence, and of necessity
for socialism.

In 1965 they were on the point of tata]
victory. Unly the massive US building
of forces temporarily thwarted their

Success. At present they are still on the
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atorium was the biggest and most effectivi

outpouring of opposition to the war yet

be and are ignored. Window smashing
can be attacked and political capital
obtained. But a massive showing of
strength can’t be treated the same way.
You can't ignore hundreds of thousands
and the government didn't, as the
hysterical attacks on the Moratorium
show. This publicity value of massive
numbers has an effect on all layers of the
population while the protests are still
predominantly youth and students, the
size of the Melboume marches showed that
significant numbers of workers were be-
becoming active. Of course in the final
analysis it is the working class that will
stop the war but mass street demonstrat-
ions have shown the mselves as the best
way of drawing this class into action.
Workers are not attracted by window
smashing or cop fighting or ultra-left
rhetoric but as with the rest of the pop-
ulation, will tum up ir numbers to
massive marches.

The second reason these massive marches
are effective is because of their intrinsic
uature. ‘Lhey step outside the bounds of
usual parliamentary process. They,by
example, urge that politics is more than
voting. Direct action in the streets
achieves more and raises the form of
struggle. People on marches change their

‘ently fought for in the movement.
R \vitough - : Patti liyama was formerly a leading

activist in the Peace and Freedom Party,
and in 1968 was co-cnairman of its
Black and Brown Caucus. It was her
disenchanting experience with the re-
formist politics of PFP that convinced
her to join the Young Socialist Alliance
and the Socialist Workers' Party.

The form that has proved most effe
and the one argued for by socialists
united front coalition of all the fo
who can agree on the central dems
This form of organisation allows all
forces to help build the central 2
and marches of the movement. T
Moratorium has been the widest coiliss
yet erected and has shown that it ¢2n8
mobilise the largest numbers yet. h&
single tendency could hope to pull &%
4 proportion of the numbers on to t

street. The antiwar coalitions ack
momentum of their own and build 5
actions. .

This position has come under attack by
'some on the Left who claim that it is
now time to escalate our slogans and to
organise around a more "left-wing" slogan.
'n Adelaide and Hobart these people have
thanged the aims of the Moratorium with
¢ his in mind. We argue that this is

alse because it splits the coalition
Adelaide) and so makes a less effective
nd smaller anti-imperialist movement.
Vhen people advocate this they are
‘generally saying that they don't wish to
work with people whose conceptions about
ithe Vietnam war are not revolutionary.

Patti's tour will begin in Sydney on
February 1¥ where she will attend the

ar, ;
P.R.G. REPS
REFUSED VISAS

The Australian Embassy in Paris has re-
fused to issue visas to two members of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of
South Vietnam's delegation to the Paris
Peace Talks who were invited to visit
Australia for the Moratorium National
Anti-War Conference in Sydney between
February 17-21.

forces of South East Asia.

Representatives of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of South
Vietnam have made several visits to
Commonwealth countries including
Britain, India and Canada and to most
countries of Western Euroge. They have
had the opportunity in these countries to
put their case directly to those citizens
who are concemed encugh to listen and
form an indépendent judgment. Why is
it that Australians cannot hear the PRG's
side of the war when the very lives of
our young men and of innumerable
Vietnamese depend upeon our judgment?
Why is it that we must be protected by
the arrogant patemalism of a myopic
and reactionary government in Canbemra?

The united front coalition will firste
all be a coalition of left wing [OrCesss
will also include from time to times
forces such as the Australia Party,Wis
come to agree with the central der
of the campaign. It is not a role *' :
Left to exclude these forces who age®
with all troops being withdrawn un=s
conditionally. It is certainly ourj&&8
see that their political perspectives@
not become the dominant ones in th8
coalition. On the other hand, t,heit
weight adds enormously to the possiois
for building really large actions.

us in Sydney, members of the "Anti-
imperialist Caucas" advocate this
dosition and claim that what the
‘Moratorium is now isa "popular front".
e should not work with Cairns or a
sarty like the ALP .” Once before when
this nonsense was put, in Germany in the
#0's, fascism had a free run to power.

Cn the other hand, visas have been issued
to the four other international guests
invited by the VMC. These are Philippe
Devillers (France), Michae! Uhl (USA),
Peter Wiley (USA ) and Bala Tampoe

The basis of the Gorton Government's con-
tinued involvement in America's war of
aggression in Vietnam is apparently so
tenuous that the government cannot afford
to expose the Australian public to an
uncensored telling of the Vietnamese °
peoples' point of view. Nothing would so
threaten the inanities that are passed off
for policy in Canberra 4s informed de-
bate of Australia's involvement in Vietnam
and our relations with the emerging

Bala Tampoe to aitend
Anti- War Conference.

Bala Tam {Ceylon); born on May 23,

The other point of futility about this
dne is that it fails to recognise that all
dhese revolutionaries themselves came
mto the movement in "peace"” marches
one sort or another. Because they
yill limit the number of new people on
harches, they will directly limit the
umber who move towards a socialist
position. They're cutting their own
piroats, and the throat of the movement,
for the sake of some extra rhetoric.

The two delegates, Mme. Nguyen Ngoc
Dung and Dr. Le Van Loc, applied for
visas at the Australian Embassy on
Monday, January 18. They were advised
yvesterday that their applications had been
refused on the basis of a ruling from the
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs.

The Australian people have a right to be
informed and this right has been con-
tinually denied by the Gorton Covernment.

he other main challenge to the Morator-
im comes from the Right. In Melboume
jmotion was adopted stating that there
wWould be no mase action on April 30, only
gecentralised acrivitv. Caims, the C.P,A.,
and S.D.,S, were all in favour of this.
The SYA was the only tendency which
soke against this perspective. We will
be the tendency that leads the fight against
the concept that demonstrations are only
hecessary once a year. We do not reject
the usefulness of locality organising but its
less than the centralised mass demonstrat-
s
ere are often subjective reasons for

In 1964 when the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party joined the Ceylonese Coalition
Government, Tampoe was part of a
minority group which broke away from 8
the LSSP and established the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party (Revolutionary) of which
he was elected Secretary

The Ceylon Mercantile Union of whig!
Tampoe is General Secretary consists
over 33,000 members and represents
workers in the import/export E{

*
-

me 01 the Intemational guests at the Anti- )
;ai Conference, February 17-21 will be . Bala tampoe graduated 'lntficﬂj with
Bala Tampoe, a leader of the Trotskyist a B.Sc degree in Botany from ;
movement in Ceylon. After the conference University of London as an externa
Tampoe will make a speaking tour of student at the University College of

Australia on behalf of the V.M.C. Watch  Colombo, Ceylon

Vietnam and get tired, or because they
think that they might be withdrawn any-
way, it does not seem $0 urgent to
organise more actions. This idea springs
from Talse perspe ctives about the war.
1f we are being successful now then let's
put in the boot. Don't trust imperialism

and don't get tired. If 're tired uf;
marching, what about the Vietnamese.
For the victory of the Vietnamese revolut-
] On! .
For the immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of Australian and American

troops from Vietnam! _ .
3uild the April 30 demonstration:

this lack of interest in mass ncti:;n.th'rhe for details. T e }:le was subsequently appoi 'M:F':.in 2
ell out comes from the leaders e R s | Bl 'ecturer in Botany and Horticulture in
Moratorium who rationalise their own - the Ceylonese Department of Agriculture

dness into a political position. Be- | =" but in 1947 he was dismissed from this
cause they have already organised deman- 2w | post folowir ‘his invol veme “1‘%““ v or ANE
;__.. ations and tHill see the troops in , "* st s Eﬁfﬂf,‘u‘iﬂd&\ '_L_I\"-.,_ [HErs
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twelve months follows a year in which

more direct action was taken than any

other year since the end of Weorld 1‘.&?' I1.
Last year also saw some of the maost sig-
pificant strikes in a long time,
because of their political Iimplications.

The Industrial Scene—

1970 In Review

Sol Salby

viedr .':]. '.'l.ll'!.l'f ;

1971 promises to be a

militancy in Australia. Not only are we
being reassured ol that by a long series
of the labour movement's "friends™ In

the press, but empiric 1] evidence 18 guite
overwhelming.

of strikes expected over the next

significant

The first one that comes to mind was the
nurse =
year they left the local hospital for three
weeks, This was the first time that
industrial action was taken by nurses,
Their occcupation was traditionally re-
garded as "professional" and as an
Mescontial service". At the end of their
three weeks' "unofficial leave" they dis-
coveged that direct action gained for
them what years of appealing to the
Atbitration Court couldn't.
substantial pay increase.

gtvilee in Canberra. Early in the

They got a

Other workers have also come to realise
that refraining from taking strike action
caused them to fall behind other sections
of the working class. The employers for
their part know too well that from now on
they will find it more difficult to keep
the wages of these sections down! That
was the reason for the campaign they con-
ducted against the nurses and why the
press told the nurses that while their
glaims might be "justified”, they should
g0 to the Arbitration Court.

A second strike of major importance was
the Builders' Labourers led by one of the

most militant unions in the country. This
was one of the longest and most involved
strikes for years. It also involved intense
confrontation with builders employing
scab labour. Partly completed buildings
on which scab labour was being used were
occupied by groups of warkers who des-
troyed the work done by the scabs. . The
end results of the strike showed that
results can be achieved if the workers act
militantly.

Last year also saw industrial action taken
over issues which were not purely bread
and butter issues. Some unions "stopped

" ‘syork to stop the war' on the occasion of
both Moratoriums on May 8 and September

18. Amongst them were the Seamen's
Union and the Waterside Workers'

Federation. The significance of industrial

action against the war is obvious. It is
action of this type taken on a sufficiently
large scale that can force the government
to withdraw the troops immediately.

The other strike of a similar nature was
the budget strike in August when 750, 000

workers weént on strike tor three hours. The

strike showed that the working class is

beginning to appreciate the power it has in

wi_t'.bdﬂwing its labour and that they are
prepared to use it to support the causes,
they themselves support, whether they be

higher pensions or opposition to the Vietnam
war. The old red-baiting slogans such as
“enly commos believe in political strikes"

Seem to have less effect ., The workers
€an see the enormous power wielded by

the ruling class through control of the mass

media, the education system etc. They
€an see no reason why their economic

power can't be used to achieve their own

dims.

So far only experience of the last year has

been considered. However, other
factors contributing to the militancy
should be considered. The two factors

that will be considered here are the role of

the ACTU leadership and the economic
conditions.

TWO years ago very few people knew who
Albert Monk was but everyone these days
snows that Bob Hawke is the president of
the ACTU. The different way he approa-

ched his position and the way the
Bourgeois press built up his approach,
made Hawke a household name.

labour movement, a complete analysis
"-:‘1- thi j,:ﬂp et will be premature as he has
enly been president a shom time. What

Hawke is I||1-.}_-,.:i:_i_.".:g~_ .||~,L] in thi

ALP has
At the

himeelf a socialist and advocate:

While it
i obwviois that he made an impact on the

can be done is an assessment al some 01
his policies and their likely eilect On 11-
dustrial action in the coming year

current

strugele in the Victorian branch of the
chown himsell to be an opportunist.

same rime, the {act that hie l:.._l.!l'

nationalisation of major industries, help:

create a ~limate more susceptible to
Latt, radical and genuine socialist view-
P'Jii'a?_"'\.

Perhaps because his ambition lies in the
parliamentary-political sphere rather than
the F‘ug,-“-_;:'-, indu 111 1] wing of the [..'bx"!."-f
movement, Hawke in both word and action
has been trying to bring the two wings of
the movement closer together in such
extra-parliamentary activities as the
budget strike last year or proposed action
together with ACSPA (Australian Council
of Salaried and Professiomal Associations),
the Public Service Associations and the
Australian Unien of Students on such sub-
jects as pensions and education.
action helps raise conscicusness and
encourages other forms of extra-
parliamentary action as well. They should
be supported by the socialist Left.

Such

Hugo Blanco
Wins Freedom

Hugo Blanco's release came a little
more than seven and one-hall vears
after his arrest. He was held for more
than three years in Arequipa in soli-
tary confinement, before he was final-
ly brought to trial in Tacna.

After being sentenced, Hugo Blanco
was taken to the prison island of El
Fronton, notorious for its brutal con-
ditions.

Another aspect of Hawke's policies was
revealed when he appeared before the
Arbitration Court in the oil industry case.

His demand for wages based upon 'capacity

to pay' had a twofold aspect. One was
reactionary, suggesting that workers in
better- off industries should be paid more
than those in other industries. This can
only lead to divisions in the werking class
and class collaboration. The other
aspect is revolutionary and should be sup-
ported: that is the related demand that
the accounting books be opened and the
true state of affairs revealed.

Of course opening a company's books and
exposure of the gross exploitation of Aus-
tralian workers by GMH and the oil com-~
panies, are not going to compensate for

In both Arequipa and El Frontén,
Hugo Blanco staged various hunger
sirikes in protest against the vile con-
ditions under which he was held, or
in solidarity with other
whose rights were violated.

Captured by the Peruvian military
forces,

prisoners

who hunted him down as a
guerrilla fighter in 1963, Blanco was
twice threaiened with judicial murder,
his life being saved in each instance

HUGO BLANCO, interviewed in Limo after more than seven and o hall years in prison,

reatfirms his T'.*'\-l:l-tuli':}ilﬂl'r' socialist conviclions and his adherence o the Fourth Inler-

nalional

HL’E.!“.HTL“‘; noled that his hair was now sireaked with white. The

amnesty coame

s0 suddenly and so unexpecledly that the Peruvian peasant leader was in a partial state

of shock and said he tell "disorienled
Ln | i'n_H._qn_‘
'H Iri

.\_:1'||i'_.r|lp!-'!!': on thear ':i"r_ll:ll.l.'lf-

itical pritoners

Mevertheless. within a few days he addressed

rawd of 10000 persaons. He 'JiJ}l'."jl"'.L for a r}1kI!LIUU|IUI,:II'I'1|:‘_J agrarian relorm
and lor o campaign 1o release all the pol

5. The f.hl.'t'l'un} crowd bore him

damuge done in misle
¢las to think that going to 1
is preferable to illd?.lal“rilaltté
can help socialists in Putting e
ideas. Incidentally, very fg,: "S-
be made in favour of Hawke ""'.'_ L
for the fact that he is now a dj
pure ly capitalist enterprise (in .'
is being run), ﬂﬂtll‘kﬂ'l. the 2

Unlike the Bonapartist role i
Hawke and the "Left unimﬁz

executive, the role of the ﬂ;m'
factor is much more clear gyt :
ot the long capitalist boom ha. :
This end has been predicted h“‘
economists such as Ernest M“L
quite some time. Inflatioy is AL
sweeping most advanced ¢
countries, with Australia
worst of the lot. The fj

apitalig
copin ‘ |

: produced in South Vietnam, originally
. a country of some 14 million, over 4
A \ ﬁl’% 3 million refugees. 300, 000 were
rice rise per qua o, ; : : as -
EL'J"I.’[‘]‘ this 'le:u' ;n‘i::r ¢ Ig?ﬁl L % cripples. (Jenner, "War and
Bt '15_ ar, ns an iuﬂiﬂtn ' Revolution in Vietnam"). Since 1956
nearly 89%. | . . . the imperialists are estimated ("Tribune!

Dave Holmes

Uwing to the fact that the L
in advanced capitalist com?;:m e

'
NI Tl e are
more synchronised than ever before. ke
inflation instead of being aceomm tatte
full employment is Jccommww i
Worst llllL‘l‘[]]‘.lIQ'}’]'l'l'l':llt fmidlﬂiiﬁﬁm
both Britain and the usl"flﬁthﬁﬂ _
contradicts bourge oifesonn,
The US official Depiras theary).
figures show that over 43 A WO
are now worse off financiallythan
were a year ago owing to pricesy
faster than wages to the tune of 2%
Australia the expected taxes inGo
projected mini budget are golagie
and make the Australian workisge
pay for the inflation. The onlywa
workers can protect themse lvesis
taking militant action and makisgs
that employers are not allowed to s
prices without also raising wagesi a8

The Vietnamese war is not about to end,
and it is certainly not "fading away".

On the contrary, the conflict has been
stepped up and widened by the US )
wenperianists and their client regimes in
Saigon and elsewhere.

The Vietnamese war has developed into
4an Indo-Chinese war. Faced with defeat
the US and their puppets have extended
the conflict to Cambodia. They have
stepped up the war in Laos. By these
measures ther hope to rescue their
position in Vietnam

»
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The air war has reached near unpreceden-
ted heights. The Ho Chi Minh Trail has
been under saturation bombing attack for
months. The US has resumed bombing

of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam

i
=k

A

3
(DRV).
‘:;?; Underlying the false idea of the "immin-

ent'" end of the Viethamese war, is the
question of US troop withdrawals. These
withdrawals depend, as the US spokesmen
make very clear, on the success of their
'"Vietnamisation" policy. .

S i

LA
o

'

it

Vietnamization

What is "Vietnamisation' ¥ Why has it
been adopted?

only by a massive campaign of
national protest.

Hugo Blanco grew up in
where he saw at first hand thees
perate poverty of the gppressﬂl
dian masses who constitute the mﬂ_
ty of the Peruvian population. S5
his youth, he spoke Quechua, (&S
dian language, as well as Spanish

In the early 1950s, Blanco Wels
Argentina, where he studied agronts
and worked as an active unionimes
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The Vietnamese war has intensified the
class struggle in the imperialist mother
country. The US ruling class is faced
with a growing and militant anti-war
movement; the huge war costs preclude
reforms to head off the revolt of the
black masses; the war-induced inflation
is eroding the living conditions of the
white proletariat driving thgm to struggle
against their rulers.

The problem facing the US ruling class
is thus to placate their domestic
opposition, scale down the war costs and
still suppress revolution in Indo-China.
The DRV Foreign Minister succinetly
| characterised "Vietnamisation' as follows
(" Tribune"” 16/9/70): "'Victnamisation'

wie war; rather it is intended to prolong
the war with puppet and American troops,
to maintain the US military occupation
in South Vietnam. The purpose is to
lessen the scale of the American commit-
ment and to cut military expenditures to
a level acceptable to the American
pecople” (our emphasis). The US hopes

to prolong the war and wear down the
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1 1. THE WAR

The intensity of the war is being increased

resistance. Even if Nixon kept to his
withdrawal schedules, over 250, 000
US troops would remain by mid-1971.

Failure

The much-vaunted "Vietnamisation"
plan fares no better than any of its pre-
decessors. The reliability and will to
fight of the puppet army is still very
low. A South Vietnamese general was
reported (Wilfred Burchett, "Sunday
Observer, B/11/70) as saying that out of
every 100 recruits to the puppet army 75
desert and of the other 25 only 10 will
fight. A CIA report (Burchett, "Sunday
Observer" 8/11/70) spoke of "30, 000
communist agents" inside the puppet
army and administrative apparatus. [t

pointed out that they could only exist with

the tacit complicity of the majority of

By mid-1969, the constant bombing had

6/5/70) to have killed 250, 000 NLF
fighters and almost half a million

civilians. The air war on the DRV killed

some 20, 000 people.

The war has dehumanised masses of
soldiers. Death has become a way of
life for many young Americans. The
Melboume "Herald" (13/1/71) reported
that a US artillery regiment in Vietnam
held a competition to see which unit
could kill the most Vietnamese men,
women and ... children. A scoreboard
kept the count in their HQ. The same
report quoted testimony from the Calley
trial in the US that a soldier shot babies
in their mothers' arms at My Lal in
1968 - he considered them his ...
enemies. In Vietmam, face dialogue is
impossible between the oppressed and

their oppressors - exchange of informat ion

proceeds through the mediation of torture
and terror.

However, if the war has dehumanised
masses of people, it is no less true that
in this frightful crucible, many have
found their humanity - on the side of the
revolutionary masses. They have found,

South Vietnamese troops and police. What they are finding now, that the revolution-
a comment on the support for the US in

South Vietnam; what a comment on the
machine on which the US has lavished so
much care and on which it has placed
such hopes. Clearly, the sole barrier

to the end of the war, to the victory of

the Vietnamese Kevolution led by the NLF

is the US military machine.

To secure their deteriorating position in
Scuth Vietnam, to save their "Vietnamis-
ation plan® the US imperialists have
stepped up and widened the war. They
engineered a coup in Cambodia and
finally intervened there. They have
intensified the war in Lacs. The air war
has been intensified over the last few
months.

Yet the US position is worse now than
before. Their intervention in Cambodia
succeeded only in spreading civil war
throughout Cambodia and in uniting the
Cambodian masses behind the Khmer
Rouge and the Vietnamese NLF. The Lon
Nal regime survives only through US aid,
cspecially aerial support. In Lacs, the
US and Vientiane troops were driven from
the Plain of Jars in mid-1270, They are
suffering defeats on the Bolovens Platean
of Southermn Laos. The US hoped to
establish Thailand as a huge base area
for the war in Indo-China, yet even here
popular resistance is growing: the
Thai government has withdrawn its
troops from South Vietnam to deal with
"insurgency' in its northem provinces.

Barbarism

Faced with tire mséstamq of‘ﬁ anng;me
.ople, their position continually
Et;‘imﬁng, the US and its client

regimes fall ever more deeply Lukﬁm; .. o)

unparalleled barbansm. e =

ary struggle is theirs too. In Vietmam
the masses are united behind the NLF.
Support for the NLF is growing every-
where, even in the US war machine.
Unpopularity of the war and sympathy for
the revolution are growing in the US
army. The discussion within the US
ruling class on ending the draft is a
reflection of these sentiments - the
trustworthiness of the imperial ists'
counter-revelutionary instrument is no
longer unquestioned.

On October 7 1970 Nixon put forward yet
another "peace proposal”. This was aimed
primarily at public opinion in the US as
the November congressional elections
neared. It was rejected completely by
the NLF/PRG. (see the "Australian” of
6/11/70, p. 6). In effect it called on

the NLF to expose itself and be wiped out,
thereby achieving what all the US pac-
ification programmes, all the police
tooth-comb operations and all the bomb-
ings have failed to do.

The only programme for peace that can
satisfy the long thwarted aspirations of
the Vietnamese people is that of the NLF/
PRG. Point one of the 8§ point peace
programme (September 1970) demands
that the US cease its war of aggression
in Vietnam: it must withdraw all ooops,
material and aid. This demind recog-
nises that LS imperialism alone thwarts
a just settlement of the war.

Tasks of the Left

In Vietnam the alternatives are clearly
posed: imperialist barbarism ar the
victory of the Vietnamese

Revolution.

I'he US ruling class will not accept

defeat unless it has to. It will continue
it war of

AGETESS100 as !l.."'il.:‘ ds i1t can

['he troops will not be withdrawn, the
aid will not cease, until it becomes
clear to the American ruling class that
the altemative to ending the war is the
red flag flying over their White House
The task of the Left in A Merica 15 to
Crédte a movement of such size and
strength that the US bourgeoisie is com

pr."!]x'-.} to end the w
revolution.

ir or [ace social

In Australia too, we must build a mass

movement which adgmantly demand:

that our government withdraw all it

troops and cease all its aid to the
counter-revolutionary regimes in Saigon,
Pnom Penh and Vientiane. This would

be a great boost for the NLF and wo uld
still further isolate American imperialism.
Our bourgeoisie's commitment is of a

different order to that of the Americans
and their room for manoeuvre is greater.
We must not be fooled - only a complete
and total end to our participation is
acceptable.
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We must settle for nothing less.
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2. CAMBODIA
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LI.S. and allied troops from Vietnam.

The United States alone, saw the biggest

4 . protests in its history with about five

‘5{: million students striking, as did Australia
L & and numerous other countries.

In such a Front revolutionary socialists
have no independent organization, or if
they hi ve they don't function as if they
had one, because they subordinate their
socialist programme to a national-
bourgeois one. The Popular Front is
directly opposed to a United Front, which
represents a coalition of groups unified,
in action, on a point-of-agreement
programme, and with each organization
maintaining its independence and prog-
ramme.

VIETNAM : WAR & REVOLUTIO

0 racial reasons. The ethnic Vietnamese revolutions.
h the border area and in the NUF's program is national bourgeois in

Has been explained with great clarity and however NUF is not a popular front, since

ixplicitness by one of the tacticians of the  there is no dominant organized national

burgeoisie, Professor Samuel Huntingtom: ~ Pourgeoisie within it.
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To many people in the anti-war movement
the Cambodian invasion represented a
tuming point in their political develop-
ment. No lenger could the aggression of
the U.S. in Vietnam, and indeed now in
‘the whole of Indochina, be described as
"accidental”. Now it could be more
clearly seen for ever as following logically
from the premises of the intemal and
external dynamics of American capitalism

The Sihanouk regime, 2 left-ba
dictatorship, found less and
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ber 1969, the right-wing beg
ed drive for power. In ordert
imports Cambodia was fallingde

farge Vietnamese community showed great character. It calls for the modemisation
sympathy for the NLF . of the country, maintenance of a neutral

L= ' foreign policy and the guarentee of freedom

of speech, the right to vote, have religious
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In an article in "Intercontinental Press",
the American Marxist George Novack,

g’
e —. w0

enlightenment of free competition,
bourgeois liberalism, parliamentarism
and their attendant institutions in the
same order and much the same way as
other capitalist nations had done".

: discussed the underlying process which

3 : has led to the eruption of massive strug-
3 id gles for self-determination in all
‘8 !IE colonial countries. Novack states that
3 i{‘ “the apostles of capitalist progress
: ﬁ maintain that all forward moving people
-‘ kd would eventually step up from their
E‘ ‘g_ benighted pm-capitalis{ state to the

As Novack goes on to point out, there is
an obvious flaw in this reasoning, one
which is a living contradiction of the
philosophy espoused by capitalist
ideologists. And it is that only in a small_
portion of this planet, Western Europe and
the USA, has capitalism evolved in its
classical form. A majority of humanity
‘has either remained stuck or has been
forcibly held back in more backward con-
ditions by foreign exploiters.

It is in this inability to recognise how
wuneven historic development is and how
each generation and society builds upon
the preceding one that the failure of
capitalism's colonial policy lies. A
failure which is part and parcel of
capitalism despite the rhetoric of
"bourgeois apostles' who serve to justify
the mutilation of life, both in the
‘colonial and home countries.

In the guise of progress, shameless ex-
ploitation occurs, in an anarchic fashion,
outside man's control, flowing from the
inherent structure of the capitalist society.
Bourgeois ideology never attempts to ex-
plain the great contradiction between what
we see and what we are told, it merely
attempts to hide and dismiss it.

Innuendo and deceit permeate every aspect
of our existence. In our schools, work
places, in the press, in our relations with
foreign powers, contradiction is dismissed,
or not even recognjsed. And it is this
aspect of life, that we share in common
with colonial people, who under the cruel
blows of life, have leamnt that what
capitalism preaches is certainly not what
it does. Here is the common bond which
links all struggles for liberation and tums

On December 106, Sydney branch of the
Spcialist Youth Alliance took the
initiative in organising a demonsiration
against the repression in Poland. Re-
presentatives of the Communist Party,
the Anti-Imperialist Caucus and
Liberation Manly also helped picket
the Polish Consulate. Below is the text
af a leaflet distributed by SYA on the
ogcasion and presented to the Polish
Consulate.

Today the Socialist Youth Alliance is
waged by the workers and students of

Poland.

This struggle is clearly revelutionary.
the birezucratic caste which rules the

gountry, have no wish 1o retum to
capitalism.

interested in maling Poland a better

demonstrating in support of the struggle
for socialist democracy currently being

The Polish workers while rebelling against

On the contrary, they are

= 'Ray Slobodniuk

them all spontaneously into a fight for
socialist democracy and freedom.

This is the basis of our relationship with
Papua and New Guinea, a colonial
country dominated by world imperialism,
a picture of savage exploitation which
Australia is leading. An
can be eliminated only with socialist
revolutions throughout the world.

The political turmoil now sweeping Papua

and New Guinea has its origin in the note

that has been forced upon the indigenes
in the past 150 years. Throughout the #
period Papua/New Guinea has been a
European colony of some type - a colonial
possession of Australia till 1918, then a
protectorate of Australia till World War II
and since 1945 a mandate territory ruled
by Australia with the "blessing" of UNO.

Australia's attitude towards Papua/New
Guinea has always been territorial. The
Canberra government has constantly dis-
regarded basic rights, so much lauded
here, when these have clashed with .
Australia's interests in Papua/New Guinea.
The plantation lands seized from the
Germans (in North West New Guinea) in
1920 were handed out to Australia's
returned soldiers, rather than being handed
to the natives. This same attitude is
again apparent in the struggle for land
rights both on the Gazelle Peninsula and
in Bougainville .

Economically and politically Australia's
rule in Papua/New Guinea has been
moulded by the idea that the region
should be part of the Australian political
and economic scheme. A Westminster-
type parliamentary system has been
sponsored and is being thrust onto a people
with as little cultural and historic re-
lation to this governmental form as is
possible to imagine. Using her own
colonial past as a model, Australia has
appointed a long series of legislative and
administrative councils to guard her
interests in Papua/New Guinea. As with
all imperialist powers, the aim of so—
called political progress is to model an
economically suitable system in the
dependent country. This is done by re-
tarding as far as possible, the political
consciousness of the people and making
them completely economically dependent
upon the ruling country. \Yhatever

~ The Revolutionary
. Struggle for Socialist
'Democracy in Poland

socialist state. Just one example in-
dicating their revolutionary attitude was
the singing of the Intemationale while

Internaticnale.

singing the

exploitation which

Tolai face. It has led to a form of
tion and protest that poses a real

= ternative to the social structures which
e estern Imperialism has constructed
; LA sewhere in Asia.

s '
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e crucial nexus between economics
ad politics has been grasped and forms
@ne of the mainstays of the Tolai's

fogramme .

' =
rL,.- v Pheir essential objective in the economic
here has been to build a counter struc-
fire to the foreign economic system in New
#itain, and to gain the experience
essary for the eventual expropriafion of
eign capital in Papua/New Cuinea.
th these objectives have found fruition
W 2 corporation which is in the process of
,. BN | ._ 19 S ~NERtablishment. The most significant
P o - Rk . . Bpects of this venture are that all Tolai
e . gt : - gt " BBve chares; that only Papua/New
Heisting the flag at Port Moresby on 6th November, 1884, S@nineans can hold shares; and that the
Brporation will "invest' approximarely
one. This'wa "84 million which at present the Tolais
aaetita el an; m:&rofth; first posit ¢ in foreign ventures operating in
Guinean society to the Admicaarngil "
blatant and dimtﬂrial control e ont
political life in that country, |
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economic life there is in the country is
controlled for the benefit of world
imperialism, which as seen in Papua/
New Guinea, "owns'" all significant
industrial and mining ventures and which
supports an expatriate caste to create,
with force if need be, a climate suitable
for its exploitation of both colonial
people and their land.

he significance of the corporation is the
fm behind it and the general situation in
bhict it issnades For any progressive
Midigenous activity in Paupa /New Cuined
@ilise be viewed in the light of the in-

; Blistrialisation which is just commencing.
which has at its core the polit hie rise of a working class which can give
economic freedom of the Tolal & @lirection and conscicusness to the dis-
foreign domination. In politics,  g@ntent of ovher ves is the necessary
economics, national unity, agrari@S8ssis for giving critical support Lo any
problems, culture. education anc Bovement in Papua/New Guinea. Any
the Mataungan Association has foundgiiovement which poses socialism as an
common factor which it sees as preyi@iternative must be supported against

the full development of the Tolai- £ perialist domination, and the most
foreign industrialists and plant;a"ﬂm-" ikely movement in Papua/New Guinea to

Since 1969 it has gmwn"h" th in s
sophistication. Today it embrag
great majority of Tolais in a x

An exact and thorough understanding of
the political economy in Papua/New
Guinea is crucial if any realistic pro-
gramme of development in this region
is to be envisaged. Ome important
element of such an appraisal is the
change taking place from an agrarian
to an industrially dominated economy.

This industrial and mining penetration of
Papua/New Guinea is not an indigenous
one, but is based on a combination of
Australian and overseas capitalist in-
terests, and as such will be of the utmost
significance. Cheap labour and good
resources combine to make Papua/New
Guinea a lucrative area for foreign
capital. Industrialisation creates 2
working class and this creates the pos-
sibility of a mass, revolutionary party,
led by the workers, uniting the various
portions of Papua/New Guinea in a
victorious struggle for their political and
economic independence.

The possibility of such a party developing
is a reality, as a number of indigenous
formations are already groping towards a
revolutionary solution to the agrarian and
national problems which have beset their
country -

Probably the most significant of these s
the Mataungan Association. This com-
pletely indigenous organisation developed
as a result of the replacement of an all-
black local council on the Gazelle
Reninsula (New Britain) by a multi-racial

buming the headquarters of the Com-
sunist Party. One could hardly imagine

the CIA being behind such an act. Even

John Kaputin, one of the Mﬂtaungm

this clear:

_being proprietors and operators of

lke such a course is the Mataungan
gsociation.

Association's leaders, has often made

3
-

"Today we are very far removed! o8

economy - -.Today we providen
than a pool of cheap labour for
Caucasions and Asiatics living in

Cﬂunt.w" -

And:

"In this country we have an alter
1t will be necessary to socialise
works. Without control over ouf
economy self-government will mead
nothing. .

The transfer of power from Cﬂﬂb
more than the transfer of power &=
area of colonial rule to another'ss

The feeling expressed by Kaputin
translated itself into a couragec
systematic resistance to the ené

The sign indicates the
by the Mataungan Association.

the chief bureaucrats like Pre
(V?) Cyrankiewicz realising the
port for the movement and the
of the uprising didn't talk about
plotters" or ''c ounter-revolutionsiy
elements”. Instead he preferreéds

to talk about "adventurist
"anarchists" and the "heoligans
the forces of "law and order' . S
the same terms the bureaucracy
denigrate the revolutionary :
ctudents of France in May,

Be Polish bureaucracy like all others in
Stem Europe, has also mismanaged the
onomy by depriving the working class
icontrol of the economy and the making
arbitrary decisions often unrelated to

real needs of the Polish pecple. It
inged the country into economic

F P leSaness.

e cffect of both the social character of

8 Polich economy andthe important
btradiction between agriculture and

in Poland is evident in recent
pnts. Polish agriculture like its counter=
§ts in the rest of Eastern Europe always
boed behind industry. Not having the
hefit of planning that industry has, the
nolings of the economy by the ruling
ste, created by unrealistic quotrs and
psensical production criteria, caused
ad shortages and pressure on prices. The
slution’ they came up with was simple:
B¢ food prices substantially, on averige
.. To compensate for these rises the

es of other industrial goods was to be
wered, These were however, lux ury
sds: television sets, washing machines,
rigerators etc  The bureaucrats were

-

[t is no wonder that C'[.'rank_
Agnew, Askin and co., inc# :
"law and .order’. He knows S AES
privileged position will be endas
if the struggle 18 Fucctiﬁfll .

Capitalism was 8 holished in l;’! :
20 years ago. It is not howey

¢ncialist state or @ 'WUTRFﬁl s
It is yet to achieye the 1NSEESESE
democratically centralised WOTHE
management in opposition =
privileges and the monopoly e
and economic power wielded BY:
burcaucracy. "
Over the last few years the B8 fl

myniti® e

has been engaged in a | , v Aertt The
sl . Waorkel te happy with their decision.

Mll*ﬂflmutl. _all ;I;tp?i:i;nﬁ jdents W onomin problem was solved, at least
el . iporarily, without hurting anyone as

oppose it were immediately
Their offences included dem
threatening to go on strike a3t
about democratic socialisme
ment didn't hesitate 1O resort
of anti-Semitism as in the ©=
trial of Kuron and Maodzele
teaching assistants at W*‘..:ﬁﬂ\!‘
who published an analysis Of &8
tate. b

e decreases matched rises. hat they
cot the workers remembered: most
wurkers' income is spent ﬂﬁ__tﬂg.,‘;_',__t!“?
\'t afford the aocury goods. the only

s who could afford these luxuries were
bureaucrats th.mselves. With their
entive ~~hemes for mandgers, their

vme 15 far above that of skilled workers.

workers knew auite well the ineffective-

This assumption is strengthened by the
position which the Mataungan Association
has taken on the land problem, the
national movement, education and racism.
Their attitude is a natural extension of

their economic insights and shows tnat
the Mataungan Association has potential
for undergoing a socialist transformation.

In the short term, a ma jor consequence of
the appearance of the Mataungan Assoc-
iation is that a model for opposition to
foreign domination has now beenlaid

A model which differs significantly from
those of the other two major groups in
Papua/New Guinea - both of which are
dominated by "Westemn" tradition and
ideals. The more progressive of the latter
two, would be the Sepik Youth Movement.
It was formed in 1969 around a programme
which demanded self- government by 1972
and independence by 1976. To lead the
struggle for the fulfilment of these aims,
steps to the formation of a Papua/New
Guinea Labor Party and a National
Workers' Union have been taken.

Basing itself on the wretched plantation
workers, the movement sees the chains of
Western imperialism being broken
parliamentary means. It appears as il
the leaders in the Sepik area, perhaps
because it is less economically developed
than the Gazelle Peninsula, have failed

to grasp the essence of the relationship
between Papua/New Cuinea and Aus-
trzlian capital. They cling to the false
doctrine that capitalism will reform
itself, and nowhere in their programme
do they verge on the socialist altemative.

|
by

Their approach is diametrically opposed
to that of the Mataungan Association, and
having chosen to work within the institut-
ions of capitalism they will certainly

find it much harder than the Mataungan

communal market which has been set up by

ness of working through the Communist
Party. Starting with a sit-down by 000 .
workers and students in the main street of
Gdansk, thousands of workers went on
strike, took to the streets and demonstrated
for their demands including the imniediate
repeal of the price increases. The
bureaucracy for good reasons felt itself
threatened. This was something far more
menacing than the student upsmge vver
the previcus two years, which, while
putting forward advanced political demands
against the bureaucracy for greater suppert
of the Vietnamese revolution and revolut-
ionary struggles in.advanced capitalist -
~countries, did not involve masses of
workers. The workers usually supported

r'd

the student demands but didn't goany

. bakery workers tluz:t.nud
to leave the entire city af.’i'fmm.-j-ljl;ﬂ;

deliver a Tﬂﬁ:‘ o
ing the universit

s there such political ferment

particularly thnmﬁrlr cti
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Meeting of the Mataungan Association.
Kererkie. The speaker is the Vice-President,
Association to take a revolutionary
position in their dealings with Western
imperialism.
To the Right of the Sepik Youth Move-

ment is the Pangu Pati which was formed

in 1967. E‘{ mid=1969 it had alreads
eight members in Papua ¢ Gui
parliament. the Pati carefully poin
out, it is not necessarily anti "adminis-

LAF

tration”. It accepts the Westminster
parliamentary system and only demands
that Papua/New Guineans be given a

chance to develop an understanding of it
before inde F":_'E"J'-.:.F-ln:.';- Thus their demand
for immediate Home R ule ; W ithout any

refercnce to independence.

The platform of the Pangu Pati revolve
around independence, nationalism and
participation in Western exploitation

of their own country and themselves. It
is for this, plus the fact that they "dream

given them support.

The Pangu Pati is not unique, but ?;piéii
of many pro-capitalist Afro-Asian
movements which thrust their countries

into disaster and near-destruction. The
blind refusal to look back into their own
culture and history of the West and draw the
the appropriate conclusions, condemns

the Pangu Pati as surely as history con-
demns the Sukamos of the world.

In the long series of colonial countries
which have struggled for independence
and freedom, none which followed
Westem imperialism have kept what
little liberty they managed to glean
initially. They all succumbed to the
Lrutaliztion of profit and have all fallen
as Western needs deemed

If Papua/New Guinea is to escape this
fate, then the strugele for independence

is well known: police militia and even
tanks were used against the "anti-state”™
forces.

The Socialist Youth Alliance has as one
of its 2ims opposition to the bureaucracies
in Fastern Europe, Russia and China, and
supports the struggle for socialist
democracy in these countries. We con-
sider the current upsurge of the Polish
working class to be a part of the struggle.

The replacement of Gomulka and other
members of the Politbureau by other,

- perhaps more liberal technocrats, is not

going to solyve Poland's problem. Nor
does the solution lie in going back to

"-1.
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evaluat nature of nterventio
by ¢ various groups, for even though
111 three have n what need: be dor
th eneral perspective in which the

T T ) VLI Iicantl
As already pointed out, a successful

revolution will be a socialist revolution
with the abolition of capitalist private
property, collectivisation of agricut

the creation of a planned economy with 2
state monopoly on foreign trade and the
development of socialist democracy.

Although norle of these major groups 1o
Papua/New Guinea has openly proclaimed
cocialism as the answer, the Mataungan
Association appears to be the one most
likely to do 0. Such a cenclusion is
based not only on the attitude of the
Mataungan Association but also on its
unique position in Papud New Guinea,
Being in the most economically ana
politically developed re gion of that
country one would naturally expect it to
be in the vanguard of any movement 50
intimately connected with economics as
independence 15.

[n the words of the programme of the
Polish opposition, written by Kuron
Modzelewski:

"The enslavement of the working class

is the principal source of the enslavement )
of other classes and secial layers; in

liberating itself, the working class d
liberates all of society.

In order to liberate itself, it must do away
with the political police, thereby liberat-
ing society from dictatorship and fear.

% it must do away with the regular ammy,
thereby liberating soldiers from the
brutalisation of barrack life;

& it must institute the plurality of parties,
thereby giving political freedom to ,1.1-;::‘ )

societys X
% it must climinate preventive censor
<hip - - - S i

e




(George Crawford is the Victorian
Plumbers and Gas-Fitters General
.~ Spcretary and is State President of the
. wusurped Victorian ALP Executive).

. The "rebel" 27 unions of Victoria, have,
in the recent past, introduced a militant,
more audacious spirit into the labour
movement.

‘The victorious struggle against the
- application of penal powers, increasing
.~ concern with the anti-war movement
~ and lately the campaign against Bolte's
- "Maw and order" legislation are three

e A
e

' ©Q. As conditions differ from state to
> . state, could you give us a short des-
Eﬂnﬂ of the rights and duties of

& members of the |rades Hall Council

b .'-,: alfal bEfﬂt‘E thE SPlit}?
T .;..-_-_'_ '? 4= tl ] [1 T&pTes
M. The first thing for the uninitiated to tation and 2 Tig :
e kmpw is that the THC s an organisation i B,
e of organisations, A council meeting con- es - this e o entral
SiStS of delegites of affiliated unions. The  of the dispute. e dispurte argel
major role of the THC is to handle dis- fought arounc
putes and other matters affecting more for represel .
I thin one union, within the area covered
by the THC. The major concept of the o : >
& JHC is that by gathering the unions to- e L: Codh e 2 1lthy
gether to tackle a mutual problem, the L‘:}C:TJ Rt S I AL L S TCIPEC E Wi
strength of the movement is enhanced the THC!
when applied to that nroblem. Nobody e : :
could argue against that concept. The i 'bmﬁ :If:'j'; f I__:,k'-j'l'T:&._,I.iril,ll;k I"_I ':1' :
ides comes unstuck when the THC no Leseraion lm =i I'Ilr LIS O
donger acts as a rallying point to give ST ,.1',;':1‘._ ”1 g
strength by collectively winning issues; al:"- e e
it falls down when the authority of the R T orw s ke 1
T{ﬂ:{lt! Hall Council is used to discipline don't -];-Jix.ui 'm:" ; _.1,:,: L e
aifiliates, when the Council is concerned T e e A R e e
with % rather than winning dis- r,{d;_,__t“_f]' sl RARE ADALLCT 1
putes and claims. strial sense - the fighting uni
those that zet out and battle. In the
m building trades we have the Painter
Builders Laibourers and the Plumbers. i
PUBLISHED BY J. PERCY the metal trades the AFEU, the Boiler-
105 RESERVOIR ST. makers and the ARU. In transport the
SURRY HILLS FOR unions that count are in the 27 - thy
SOCIALIST YOUTH ALLIANCE MIEIRICe Y oxkeag, the Seamen, th
PF“NTED WEB OFFSET BY trammies uqu-i au. n;_=|31:'l:.u"i|-=;a.r;,_ = the
Butchers, Clothing trades and Liquor

BERTRAM-HORNE & CO.
4 BARKER ST. SYDNEY
PHONE 61 4012

WHO & WHAT ARE THE

Direct Action
Interviews:

GEORGE
CRAWFORD

‘REBEL UNIONS’?

issues in which the 27 unions have been
dctive.

For newcomers to the working class
movement, the spectacle of two trade
union centres may be difficult to
understand - we hope that our questions
and comrade Crawford's replies will
provide some clarity.

As revolutionary socialists, SYA members
would work for more than trade union
consciousness. We see the development
of a revolutionary party as central to

the problems of Australian workers. We
do however, support the stand of the
rebel 27 as a welcome and progressive
step with ramifications extending

beyond the trade union movement.

Q. A-la-Jordan! Getting the blokes
back to work, in other words?

trades. In other words, it is not so much
the numerical or financial terms that
count - but that none of the battling
unions are on the other side.

Q. What is the desirable outcome of the
split? What are the long term perspectives?

A. It is most desirable that the THC be so
re-structured and set up as to be effective
organisationally in uniting and leading the
trade union movement in all its struggles.
1t that 1s not attainable, there is nothing
to prevent the continuing development of
unions outside the THC in the campaigns
and forms of work they have initiated.
Unity is desirable, but we are not going

to sacrifice our position to attain it. We

-

are not going to sell out our Left position
to right-wing dominance. Of course,
| intervention in the ALP has been

L.""'- ¢ <

a source of concem in this regard - it
s certainly lestened the possibility of
I 1€ ituation. We ire very
CETHEA ith dvisory Couancil
CLALIONS it the 1 HC
like the
ion only had [our delegates,
unions like 1 AEU and the ARU.
e was the an 1 ly ol fringe unions
teriront having morc
el tes than the major waterfront
LOTS ¢ the Waterside Workers'
gderation. | tends to perpetuate
miall union 1OT &% 1"1 the Boller-
I T id Black ths amalgamated and
d el st delegates on the THC.
t T 1 imalgamation
. larly the emall right-
1100 ch continue [0 Operale
O3 1 1t
Fuel and Fodder Workers' Union is a
the prime example of th Thege unions are
' weserved like a mummy with a mechan-
| hand to put up at voting time.
[he first occcurTence in the sequence of
events around the split was the suspension
of the Metal Trades Unions over margins
claims With the death of Stout, there
were all sorts of political manceuvres
taking place, which resulted in Jordan
setting the support of the centre and the
1 =% 10N 0 .

e § ST

campaign in support of clafm REV'EW BY 'AN
creased margins - these claiy

ly resulted in a $7.40 flow :lh i ‘

other trades. A half day stone 03l

members was called, and .

ordered:the Metal Trades to L

stoppage off. R AMAD

IS

The unions refused to call ¢,
off and maintained that :L:h-ﬁ,l
is a state body, had no right t.
them on a federal matter and
were entitled to call 4 m;
to instruct them on federa] mat

to their members. If social ists are ever to realise tha*

istralia is a capital ist society’and is
it possessed by some natural socialist
hos (mateship) then it will take much
gore than my efforts. It will mean
ddvancing wave upon wave. But most of
11 it will involve the honesty which can
pme only from the recognition of how
-~ "Wital the achievement of socialism is.
" For while revolutionaries in power have

The campaign resulted ;
$7.40 for every mdesmi:nafa-
breakthrough on margins, But fo
trouble the Metal Trades got he,
gates suspended from the THC.

While the Metal Trades dﬂ; e
suspended, the THC Exmmw e

high-minded manner, railroade
their propositio

0 revolutionar y movement seeking oower
an af ford the luxury of historica! mis-
inderstanding.

o oy i;l

n to double delegation

payments. he sue .

g T 2 kA 5 evolutionsries must
been present, the proposalWGuinss p bits and pieces in order to
gone through. ' ~Weatify our present stance. Accepting the

lalectical unity of past and future we
st examine the past for a guide to
that needs to be done to al ter the

is not on our side. The
he enemy. We must
p-12.

It was, then, against this backg
that the 27 unions refused to acsesiis
decision or to make payments until
matter was settled in a proper and
principled way. -

inderstand it 1n order to enad it. "

Q. Paying affiliation dues to the I8
Pa as for long been the or

activity which most unions have |
ated in: now that it has become
that the interests of union membe
with intervention in more than j
industrial matters, how does the
THC shape up '

iccording to McQueen the past belongs to
le enemy; in the "Australian legend" as
escribed by Russel Ward, Geoffrey Serle,
8n Turmer and to a lesser extent Robin
ollan and Brian Fitzpatrick, 19th century
idicalism and nationalism in Australia
f e transmuted into socialism and anti-
pperialism. "Nineteenth century Aus-
alia is seen as a vast spawning gr ound
or all that is politicall:,r democratic ,

A. Firstly, what has flowed frc
stand of the 27 unions is that it dema
strated to other unions that they &
have to rely on the THC to get &

pmpetitive whilst our nationalism is
Bti- imperialist and anti-militarist. There
an arch of Australian rebelliousness

Secondly, freed from the restricti etching from the convicts to the anti-

inhibitions and prohibitions of the TH&
the 27 have been able to engage Il
campaigns in support of broad sectios
people cutside the labour movenm
community projects - e.g.,

of pipelines under Port Phillip
port for local residents in Carltor
Fitzroy and South Melbourne, and
Botanical Gardens dispute. .
resulted in the point of view that
should not go back to the old TH
up, but would be prepared to coz
look at proposals that would lead t&
solidation with a THC that genuinEis
reflected and acted upon all point
view in the trade union movementgs
is, not a right-wing THC but one &8
accurately reflected the left-wings
nature of the trade union mOVEMmMESS

| strat egic points by the Eureka Stockade
#nd the Barcaldine shearers'.

fhe past belongs to the enemy. McQueen
gues that there is no native Australian
cialist tradition. It is petit bourgeois

ol consciousness, racist, militarist and

S Smpire loyalist. The book is a negation

§ it is worthwhi le.

he convicts, like most criminals (most

br ¢ trans ported for economic crimes)
id virtually no solidarity amongst them-
lyes. The typical convict revolt was
itrayed before it even began by a convict
eking some perk from the authorities.

pre self-seeking - to whom Australia
fered hope of freedom from the chamel
e of industrial England. Free selec-
s and middle class urban radicals were
tewise petit bourgeois in consciousness.
sn the strikes of the early 1890's - the
atest social upheaval yet experienced
re broken easily by a superabundance
golunteer labour. There were at least
5 volunteers ready to take the place of

Q. Some people, including not 448
the Left, express concern that the &8
unity caused by the split is worse &5
the situation of working with a4 weal
rades Ha ouncil. What do you
nat

A. I don't agree, quite frankly.
has been able to demonstrate to &
a particular trade union or wOTKEEE 4
generally have been adverse 1
the situation. 8

-

wilarly, according to McQueen, a

jalist must write oft the trade unions
the ALP, though as the book ends at

sut 1914, it does not contain any ob-

vations on these bodies in their later

: lopment .

On the other hand, we haye deIiSs
that that decision has led £0 OIS
by workers in the trade union mow
o the basis of campeigns that taS
fought and won,

s not hard to discover that the populat-

‘was racist almost to the last man,

man and child in the last century -

§ is reflected well enough in the work

popular literary figures including

yson and Paterson. Nor that it Eﬂ

al to imperialism: they came

yves from city, town and bush to join

first AIF in 1914, That did not speak

11 for their international class solidarity.
that the 19th century was politically

ble: the Eureka rebellion would not

ve amounted to a goed riot in France.

virtue of McQueen's book is that it
ints out pretty clearly those forces at

rk in Australian society _
minimise class conscioumess amongst

j workers. It is also one of the most
dable and witty hlﬁd!f books around.

because it is a put down, ﬂum]? tﬁ
"old left" histories - of which, para=
ically it claims to be the last - but
> of the 19th century masses, it givi

Fhey have cngaged in real, pring ;
unity and won. %Who wants false
with the Right? That's not uni *"gi
agrecing to be shackled by the BSs
doing it voluntarily, leading &
sincere people to agree with Hies

shackling, their own impoOtences
Q. Would you say that the —'
have a better rclatmmii with i
collar unions than_the

A. There is a better basis for a ‘

ship, though we probably
one in the formal sense. :
collar unions that want to da :
achieve something, are hignoyEs

the THC. The example Gf SiSS

has shown What-can be dones
want to do something, The
people warked with us in C&E
pipeline campaigns, and in
and demonstrations against the
order bill. This has led t0@
a better basis for a relations
white collar people thanis
el THC .

McDOUGALL
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Pelican Books $1-50 by Humphrey

busy preparing the way for his own des-
‘that his next great task is to describe the

aften distorted history in order to stay there,

Nor can revolutionary history be reduced

icial ly egalitarian and economically non

dnscription victories of 1916-1917, buttressed
the Australian past and tradition: nothing

he diggers who came for gold in the 1850's

bicture at all of those forces making

- R
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As Marx said, it is the being, the living
condition of men that determines their
consciousness. Here was the cradle of
mateship, the Australian legend, and the
class conscicusness of the Australian
worker, such as it was - all none the

less despised by McQueen. :

The Australian "national character" as
described and accounted for by the old
left historians - the knocking of tall
poppies, "scabs", "pimps", coppers,
affectations and the rest of it: the
"mateship” and solidarity which has
always been the antithesis of petit
bourgeois individualism and com-
petitiveness: this is real. I know,
because I grew up with it in a Sydney
suburb. It has to be accounted for some-
how by the social historian and the
historian of the proletariat.

McQueen

for progress. The past may belong to the
enemy, but in that past the enemy is

truction. McQueen states in the book

development of the Australian proletariat.
This is an admirable objective, and I for
one am looking forward to it. It will,
necessarily, have to deal with the pro-
gressive developments - of the working
class and its consciousness of its position
vis a vis the bourgeoisie - if it is to be
any good.

As to the tactics to be employed to-
wards the unions and the ALP at the
present time, McOQuepn draws no con-
ciusions. This is a bit ol a pity as one
conclusion possible from this book is that
as they are not true socialist organisat-
ions, they are not worth anything and
should therefore be spurmed by the Left.
McQueen holds the O'Shea events in
very high regard, as we all should, but
fails to point out that the victory in

that struggle was brought about because
of a traditional trade union solidarity
going right back into the history of the
working class, and that it was organised
largely by precisely the same types of
non-socialist unionists he depicts as
being typical of an earlier period.

It is a pity in some ways that this work
did not precede A New Britannia. Really
the whole rubb E and the old
left historians depends on an issue which

is covered very superficially by McQueen,
yet is central to the entire thesis: namely,
to what extent did the shearers and other
bush workers own or aspire to own their
own rties? To what extent was the
rural population in fact a proletariat? To
what extent was it reconciled to the idea
that there was no real hope for 2 man to
rise from helow into the ranks of the
squattocracy by thrift, hard work etc. r

Here comparison with the United States -
really pays off. The history of both the

IS and Australia is that of a dominantly
Anglo-Saxun population building a new
nation in a frontier situation, passing from
a rural to an urban phase. Of course the
development of the two societies is not
parallel in all respects. But there are
striking similarities and equally important
differences for the student of class
consciousness.
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In the United States the urban working i
class developed before the Ausiralian, but i
trade unionism came comparatively later 1}
and a working class political party of a
mass character not at all. At the close of
the last century Americs nad craft
unionism and a mass agrarian party - the
Populists - of an extreme petit bourgeois
outlock. The rise of populism was due in
the final analysis to the worsening
situation of the smallholders vis a vis
big capital. In Australia, by contrast,
there was industrial unionism, the

atest head-on confrontation between
capital and labour yet seen and the rise
of a trade union political party which in
1913 had achieved the mass base necessary "
to form a federal government and by 1921 » Mt G, e,
was adopting a socialist objective. | T
(This is of course, not to deny that the Which Tradition?
unions and the ALP were, from a socialist
viewpoint, subject to strong corrupting
-influences. None the less, the marked
difference between Australia and the
United States, which is one at heart of
class conscicusness, needs explanation).

ne (later editor of
War! What For? Front page ol the

anquets on over the graves O

The explanation I believe is to be found

in.the old left histories - particularly of
Fitzpatrick and Ward.

The American frontier was, as the
historian Frederick Jackson Tumer showed,
the cradle of the American "national
character. It was a small man's fron-

et a— S -

Wake Australia: Wake! A :zrtmn'pub[ii&sged in the
i 1888. .
e TWW rewspaper in August 1914. Caption reads:

For the worke their dependents: Death, starvation, povert
Fx ZE: ;?’mﬁzfﬁﬂf : E'als, stained with b,lood of millions, rictous luxury,

Pl

It was the victimisation of 0'Shea the

unionist, not 0'Shea the Maoist that
rought a million workers cut on a strike.

In so far as A New Britannia provokes dis-
cussion and clarification of 19th century
labour history it will serve a useful
revolutionary purpose. In so far as it
becomes a bible for sectarians it will be
yet agother obstacle to be overcome.
This whole guestion of course is still
open.

Finally, it is a pity that McQueen has to
be so bleody rude to those old left
historians with whom he disagrees. There
15 an arch of arrogance stretching from
his otherwise excellent Labor History
article on the canvicts to this book,
buttressed on the way by his tour de force
at the 1970 Socialist Scholars Conference
in Sydney. One can disagree with
another leftist without getting smart and
bitchy.

I say this because this arrogance towards
the old left and others, this competitive-
ness, upstaging and one-upmanship as

displayed in the past by McQueen and hi
Maoist friends is itself a symptom of the
petit bourgeois outlook. People infected

with this can have a lot of fun one-upping
each other at Left conferences, but they
can never build a fratemal revolutionary

orgamsation.
doesn't fit.

[hat sort of outlook just

To build a revolutionary organisation,
even in 1970, you have to square off
with the Australian legend.

" —

Boomerang edited by William

rty and untold misery.

f their dupes and slaves. War is Hell" Send

the capitalists to hell and wars are impossible. :
(Both illustrations from The Bitter Fight, by Joe Haris.)
|-|hhh“&i*i#jf?rlf?$‘}mrw_

B .

tier: on it a man could carve himself a

farm out of the wildemess. Smallholders
dominated 19th ¢ American
agriculture and are still strong and viable:
as is the American small town by com-
parison with its Australian counterpart.

On the American frontier the individual-
ist outlook, petit bourgeois values and
the self made myth took hold and
readily infected the entire popll;mm.th
The log cabin to White House story = the
Henry Ford saga - came to be regarded

as realisable %a great ﬂpau of the
populagion. e United States remains

a society literally polluted with i
individualism - though recent ““En" |
the youth scene show a reversal of this

- g e LTy B
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CONTACT

SVA

@
ational office:  SYA. PO Box 581, Sydney Seih, 2000.
}:vduev: SYA, 105 Reservoir Street, Sumy Hills, 2010. Phone 2]!;2?-[5.
MelTbourne: SYA, 140 Queensberry Street, Carlton. 3053. ]’honi 3.;-,_1507
Adelaide: SYA, 240 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000. Phone 23-3339.
Lanberma: SYA, /o POBox 9, Mawson North, ACT 2607. FPhones
% 48-6717 (lan) 2 d B6-3085 (Louise)-
Hobart: SYA, c/oAlban Johnson, 1l Norfolk Crescent, Sandy Bay, 7005.
Phone 25-2563.

Perth:

BOXIGANGA GUERRILIA STREET THEATRE, Melb
the street. Trying to articulate discontent.

woite 16 Lawson Parade, Highett 3190.
THEATRE AND POLITICS

criticism and theatre.
Saturday, March 6. F
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Capitalism has more than the most

vicious arsenal

alone.

"

ever seen. press,
vision and radio pour out 2 flood of lies
called information.- Ranged against it
are 2 handful of publications. "Hopele
you say. "} {ow can you stand up to
mnonstrous apparatus and hope to
But it can be done. ie
proving to the world that Da
defeat Goliath.
'But it isn't easy-
requires writers and photographe

To pay the
and the phone
and

"It also requires money-
printer, and the typesetter,
y, and the landlord,

Tod

the world ~ then JOIN THE 5YA.

1 would like to join SYA

1 enciose 3 -+ -osas
1 enclose §

We write
together. JOIN. For more information ring Melbourne 98-

SYA, c/o Noeline Burtenshaw, 122 Ardross Street, Mt. Pleasant.
Phone 64-2037

oume .

SEMINAR. Theatre as a medium for socialist ideas.
Australian trade unionism and theatre. Street theatre for Australia, Socialist
At the Menzies Theatre, Latrobe University, 2,00 p.m.
or more information ring Melbourne 98-3875 (after hours).

altogether too many other people .

You can't Tun a newspaper on dedication
You can't build socialism with
determination alone.
alone: ag@need your help.

and we need your

tart with, send us a
cubscription, to give usa

th.

our own ' stuff and perform it

Socialist agitation on

3875 (after hours) or

We can't succeed

And get everyone

sow to subscribe: help

I would like more information on SYA
towands the fund drive
subscription to "Direct Action" ($1 for 7 issues)

¥he antidote to the daily press.
bscriptions don't provide for
expansion. We need money to reach
new areas, mew people. Money to
make this paper more relevant to you.
artists and typists and 2 host of volunteers. We need vour money-

We have no way

to get 1t except to ask for it. Help
build socialism by giving us your money -
All of 3t.

Hg)ﬂ:}ﬂgpw the Vietnam war and conscriotion - if vou want a socialist Australia -
Y ipport the struggle for socialist democracy in kastern Europe, ‘ :

the struggl en' ati
ggle for women's liberation and the struggle for national liberatic

1 through

SYDNEY, 17 — 21 FEBRUARY, 1971

CONFERENCE THEMES
The purposa of the Conference is to bring together antiswar activists from all |

states and all sections of the movement, and a number of guests from the anti-war
movement overseas, to examine three central themes around which the Conference will |
be organised: |
THEMEAONE: “AUSTRALIA AND THE WORLD", A Survey of the Contemporary
International Situation. Wed. 17 Afternoon/Evening. Thurs. 18 Morning/Afternoon.

% Australia’s role within the context of United States foreign policy with particular
reference to Southeast Asia.
The Australian-Amarican alliance.
The Pacific Triangle Complex (U.S -Australia-Japan)
Imperialism
Australia’s relation to National Liberation Movements in Indo-China and elsa-
where.
The development and currant state of the war in Indo-China.

ok k¥

-

THEME TWO: “THE AUSTRALIAN ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT", The Political Context %
of, and |deological Positions in, the Anti-war Movement. Thurs. 18 Evening, Fri. 1947
Morning/Afterncon. y a 4
Electoral impact and effect on the major political parties. t
\ts influence on and relationship with the Labor Movement.

The anti-war movement and the mass media.

The growth of political repression in Australia.

Anti-conscription struggles in Australia.

Tha anti-war movement and revolutionary social change.

Australia and the international anti-war/anti-imperialist movement.

T

THEME THREE: “STRATEGIES AND TACTICS”, The Directions of the Antiwe
Maovement. Sat. 20 Morning/Afternoon, Sun. 21 Morning/Afternoon.

& The role and effects of mass mobilization
Developing resistance tactics. -
The power of non-violence.
Reformism vs Revolution.

Parliamentarism and the anti-war mavement.

The development of an extra-parliamentary movement.

The nature of the anti-war coalition.

The political strike.

The anti-war university.

Anti-war organising in schools, industry and local areas.

Mobilising social classes — the industrial working class and the middle class-

HOW TO CONTACT THE CONFERENCE ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Address all registrations and other conference correspondence to:
National Anti-war Conference,
G.P.O. Box 161,
Sydney. 2001
Phone enquiries: 26 2355 or 26 6201
Further details on the Conference or the Moratorium Campaign may ba ob!
from local Moratorium Secretaries.

*
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Brisbane (H. Hamilton) 21 4450 Gold Coast (evenings) 313061
Wollongong (M. Gudgeon) 2 1025 Newcastle (K. Wilson) 21162
Melbourne 63 2005 A.C.T. (. Waterford) 47 7306
Hobart (evenings) 72 7633 (Evenings)

Adelaide (L. Arnold) 653771 Launceston 24819
Perth (evenings) 74 6235

News, discussion and analysis fo
revolutionary left: full co

international anti-imperialis
and the struggle of the workil
radical youth in Brimin, 3
For a subscription to The Red
in the form below:

Please send me THE RED MO
next 3/6/12 months. I encl
(cash or money order

Name . .««

Address. .
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THE RED MOLE, 182 Penton
London N.1, Enj




