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SYDNEY BUS
STR“(E COL MAYNARD

The long, drawn-out dispute between
Sydney govemment bus employees

and the N.S.W. government, has in

the last two weeks, been brought to a
head. Not only has a direct confront-
ation between the govemment Bus
Employees Union and the State govemn-
ment developed but the extension of

the strugele to other sectors of the trans-
port industry is also threatened. Railway
workers, for instance, have already held’
mass meetings at which they overwhel-
mingly pledged support to the bus work-
ers ard indicated their willingness to
engage in strike activity il necessary.

This round in the dispute started when
the government announced that it
would again roster drivers to drive
double-deck Atlantean buses without
conductors, beginning November 22nd.
Shortly after this innouncement was
made, drivers and conductors at Page-
wood depot called for a mass meeting
to decide whether or not they would
refuse to drive the buses under the con-

. ditions dictated by the government.
The result was overwhelmingly in fav-

our of refusing to drive without a con-
ductor. This decision was quickly
backed up by the other depot in the
Sydney area. The union executive
met and decided to endorse the rank
and file decision. When Nov. 22nd
came, the drivers that were rostered
on the Atlanteans refused to drive them
without a conductor. Since then over
300 drivers have been suspended and
many sacked for refusing to operate the
Atlanteans single-handed.

The main issue of the strike as expressed
by the drivers themselves, is that double
deck Atlanteans are unsafe to drive
without the assistance of a conductor.
This issue has two important aspects,
firstly, the condition of public transport
in capitalist society and secondly the
right of workers to control their own

job situation.

The state of the public transport system
in Australia has been deliberately allow-
ed todeteriorate over the past years
while at the same time fares have been
drastically increased out of proportion
to the value that one gets out of the
uncomfortable and infrequent bus

~dnd train services that exist. When
Askip raised the fares on the N.5.W,
_public transport system earlier

- this year, he was quoted as saying in

reference to an angry public, "let
them walk'". One is tempted to com-
- pare this with what was said by Marie
Antoinette and what the French public
- did with her, but passing up that opp-
ortunity, it is easy to see without too
much deep thought, that what Mr.
Askin really had on his mind was "let
them drive! ", The Automobile industry
and its associated industries, particul-
arly steel, rubber and petroleum,
occupy the forefront of Australian in-
dustrial interests and between them
rake in a very large proportion of the
ts made by companies operating
in Australia. It is completely against
#he interests, of these companies and
‘their representation in the NSW leg-
islagure to develop a cheap, efficient
and comfortable public transport sys-
tem. What they want and what they've
Been able to achieve so far is to force
‘this society to an almost complete de-
?endmce on polluting, unsafe automob-
les 45 a means of mass transportation.

While Mr. Morris, the NSW Minister
for Motor Transport, piously talks of
road safety and the death toll on the
roads (he never mentions the untold
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effects of carbon-monoxide pollution)
which the policies of hi§ govemment .
have helped to create, his colleagues Askic
and Berry plan to make the operating of
government buses into what the men and
women who do the operating describe

as unsafe. When a capitalist government
is so blatantly hypocritical about the
lives, safety and convenience of the
public, all workers, and particularly those
in the industry or service concerned,
should make it their business to bring the
facts to the centre of attention and fight
against such policies of the employers
and their government.

The second aspect of this particular strug-
gle is the right of all workers to have
fundamental control over their job situat-
ion. That is, real control by the rank
and file workers of such things as safety,
right of hire and fire, production and so
on, not the "workers participation
committees” that have been set up in the
more sophisticated European factories,
where workers endorse what the bosses
have already decided. This type of
demand, which the bus drivers have only
as yet raised in embryo, is one which can
be developed and one which can mobil-
ize large sectors of the working class
behind it, making a direct attack on the
"natural rights" that the employers believe
they have, of commanding®men and
machines at their will and making decis-
ions guided not by concern of what is
best for the majority of the population
but by what will make the largest profit.

The attemnpts of some in the workers
movement to explain away the bus
dispute as merely "the right cf all
workers to a job'" misses the point of the
struggle and passes up the opportunity to
help develop the demands of the bus
workers to a much higher level political-
ly. Of course unemployment is a thing
that should be fought, but it can only
be effectively fought by drawing all
workers together whether presently empl-
oved or not, male or female, married
or single, and demanding a reduction

in the work week, without reduction in
pay, to share what work is available
amongst everybody who wants it. But
to tell bus workers that their main
struggle is merely in defence of their
right to work at a time when they are
not faced with retrenchments, and at a
time when they are instead raising

such questions as public safety and
workers control is to be misleading to
say the least.

In the meantime bus workers in Sydney
and Newcastle have held a 24 hour

strike on Monday November 30. At a
mass meeting the same day at Rediem
Oval in Sydney the drivers voted 3440
to 12 to go back to work for one day
50 as to present the demand to the
Arbitration court that all those discus-
sed or suspended be reinstated with
fall gratuity rights and privileges. This
was rejected by the government and
again the bus workers struck on Wednes-
day December 1, this time indefinitely.
Whatever the outcome of this strike,
whether the drivers win their case or
not, the fight will certainly be worth
it. The rank and file bus workers have
attained a new militancy that will be
hard to put down, a militancy and
determination that is sure to affect the
working class generally. In their
fight there lies the basis for developing
the demands put forward into ones that
cian make a direct attack against the
capitalists and the way they operate
this society. All that is needed is for
the bus workers to find themselves a
leadership that is able and willing to
carry this struggle forward
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The recent successful strike by tramway
workers in Melboume was distinguished
by the militancy, effectiveness and deter-
mination of the strikers.

It started out as a solidarity strike,
against the unjust dismissal of tram dnver
Frank Mevel. This dismissal was sup-
posedly due to Mevel committing his
first breach of the disciplinary code,

but in reality it was a pretext which the
Tramway Board had used to have him
dismissed. Their motive was that Mevel
was always known to be a militant
unionist. Also they were eager to divert
a current struggle for better conditions:
namely the log of claims which was
before the Board.

As soon as Mevel was dismissed on Mon-
day Nov. 8 the Preston Depot went out
on strike. This snowballed and Melb-
oume's tram and buses came to a halt
the following day. The first strike

Worldwide Antiwar Actic

"End the war'! End the wage freeze!" was
a prominent slogan on the streets of seve-
nteen U.S. cities November 6, as tens
of thousands demonstrated to demand the
immediate withdrawal of all American
forces from Indochina.

Demonstrations were a culmination of an
autumn antiwar campaign launched by
the National Peace Action Coalition
(NPAC) in July. Despite a lack of media
coverage and the illusions created by
Nixon's planned trip to Peking, in the
course of the campaign NPAC obtained
an unprecedented number of endorsements
from trade unions and union officials, thus
laying the basis for future massive involv-
ement of the working class in the organi-
sed antiwar movement.

New York and San Francisco witnessed the
largest demonstrations, 30,000 and

50, 000 respectively.

The U.5. antiwar campaign coincided
with similar actions in other parts of the

TEACHERS DEMONSTRATE.

About 200 teachers, students, parents
and others demonstrated on the steps of
Parliament House in Melboume on Wed-
nesday Nov. 24th in protest against the
appalling conditions that inner suburban
high schools are forced to put up with.
The demonstration was organized by the
inner suburban group of the Victorian
Secondary Teachers Association, and
after speeches on the steps, a delegation
visited Thompson, the Minister for
Education, while other

5 |.L"!‘-1!Hl"d r‘--mi:
local members.

Although the conditions in Victorian
schools as a whole are completely in-
..;rquu ite, the crisis is particularly acute
tor inner suburban schools. Shortage of
qualified teachers, overcrowding.
portable and makeshift cla ||1.|';..'|.
teaching aids and facilities that are
insuificient, or more usuall totally
lacking - all point to a pretty dismal
luture for thi e cha ation of ;.i;ihln.r:.
unifortunate enough to live in these

e at.

It can hardly be a coincidenc: that thae
children in these school ire In the mainp
th l.:i'lll*-.lil.h ol WOrHers ind milrants ;
I'he usual pathetic excuse of "no money"
Irom the Government looks 1 theér we J.- 'I
however, when ompared with the :
dmount of money they are willing to

Lad L ot to privite schoals,

Further demonstrations nd other action:
4IC necessary to publicise the pitifu,

TRAMWAYS STRIKE

meeting, on Mon. 8th Nov., voted
over whelmingly for Mevels immedish
reinstatement. Commissioner Lyttida™s
backed down and imposed a five day
suspension on Mevel. This was howee'™
rejected by the Tramway Board. Afte
that meeting had finished 250 militas§ =
marched from Unity Hall and occupied

the Board's Building. By Friday, whed

another strike meeting took place in &

Fitzroy Town Hall the non-traffic sectiz
joined the strike and all voted to stay=
out indefinitely. That meeting alsos s
decided to fuse the two issues, (thatis s
Mevel and the log of claims), intaqﬁi}.

By Monday Mevel had been reinstated: =
and some demands concerning the lﬂﬁ?
claims were met, but pretty watered ==
down. At the Monday meeting workes ;';‘
also decided that through their unien s
would oppose the disciplinary prﬁt'.!iilﬁ"
and demanded to haye them changed

Tl

L

world. In Japan October 21, 1,500,000
people demonstrated against the termis
the Okinawa reversion agreement, Wa&S=
in the works of a speaker at the Tokye s
rally, "will continue to camouflage =8
Okinawa's true nature of being the ke 8
stone of the U.S, forces' operation ll*-_-'_g
Asia." oy

E St

In Paris 20, 000 joined a demunmﬂﬁi_ :
organised by the Indochina Snlid:.ﬁﬂ*.-'.;-
Front. The action would have been e
bigger if the conservative French‘ -om
ist Party had not declined an inyitati®i§
to participate. L Ky

<3

Demonstrations were also held. in Can
England, Italy, Germany, Switzet
and Sweden.

Solidarity pickets were also organiseds
in the three main N.Z, cities hYﬂ‘_i
¥ellington Committee on Vietnant
the Auckland and Christchurch Mo
ion Committees.

state of educaticn in this societyy
essential services such as educatios
neglected, while millions are WEss
on the military budget and pﬁintl :
aggressive wars in Asia. We musts
agitate to explain that not only 18
education system as a whole negl
but that its a discriminatory §yst€ ke
well, penalising the children of was :
and minority groups, and presewiﬂi_
capitalist status quo. 0

their own julc€ =8

Australians in
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LEGAL
VICTORY

On October 28th three Sydney doctors
were acquitted on all charges of having
unlawfully procured abortions for a
number of Sydney women.

The case was unique in that it revolved
around the question of whether such
operations were "unlawful” in the terms
of Section 83 of the Crimes' Act (1900)
as amended, which states "Whosoever
+a s« . -unlawfully uses any instrument
........ , with intent in any such case
to procure her (any womnn) miscarriage
shall be liable to penal servitude for ten
years. "

The defence did not deny that abortions
had taken place at the Heatherbrae
Clinic at Bondi, and claimed that these
operations had taken place under hygenic
conditions and were performed by skilled
medical practitioners and that, as such,
were quite "'lawful".

During the course of the trial the crown
called a total of sixty three witnesses
which included sixteen women alleged

to have been operated upon at the clinic.

These women, when taken into custody,
were guestioned about the circumstances
of this attendance at the Clinic and
information about the doctors who had
operated on them and were falsely led
to believe that they would be charged,
and that co-operation with the police

in providing evidence would mean a
dropping of any charges, and so forth.

The cross-examining of many of these

witnesses was humiliating to say the

least. Questions conceming the details
of their personal lives and feelings were
asked, and throughout the trial they
were made to feel guilty of committing
a crime of great magnitude in attempt-
ing to terminate their pregnancies.

Much time was devoted during the trial
to haggling over the point at which one
could say that a pregnancy was endang-
ering a woman's physical and mental
health, at which stage a foetus became
a personality, and in what circumstances
abortions could be considered "lawful”,
citing the Bourne and Davidson cases as
examples from the past.

However, the realities of this whole
question, described by Jim Staples de-
fending Mr. & Mrs. Colbourne I_’tl{e
operators of the Hedtherbrae Clinic)
make such debate trivial and irrelevent.

Staples pointed out that it is estimated
that approximately 50, 000-90, 000
illegal abortions are performed annually.
The social realities are that women will
continue to seek abortions, regardless of
their illegality, and the closing down of
s h ¢linics as Heatherbrae, where
women are at least guaranteed of a safe
if expensive termination, will only mean
that women will resort to "backyard
abortionists as their only altemative.

The situation at present works against
poorer women who cannot afford to pay
the exorbitant costs of illegal but_safr.'
"medical'' abortions, or take a tnp
overseas.

The backward and short-sighted policies
of the govemment in refusing to lace
this situation means that hundreds of
women die or are mutilated from illegal
abortions every year, and thousands of
women bear children they neither want
nor can adequately support.

Such legal cases as this one can set use=
ful precedents and make valuable loop-
holes in the law, but until women begin
to organize, and demand the right to
safe, legal abortions, no great headway
will be made in resolving the present
situation. Abortions will still cost
women exorbitant sums of money,
facilities will still be inadequate for the
needs of all women, and there will

still be endless prerequisites and con-
ditions to fulfil before being able to
procure an abortion.

The right to choose to have a child or

DIRECT ACTION DECEMBER 1971

' ABORTION
CAMPAIGN

not is every womens right. Safe, free
and readily available contraceptives
dre every womans right as well as safe
abortions, if contraceptive methods

fail. The struggle will continue for
these basic rights.

Australian
Actions

In solidarity with the intemational
call for Abortion Law Reform demon-
strations "actions were held in Sydney
and Melbourne on November 20th.

In Melbourne the demonstration was
organized by the Womens Liberation

- co-ordinating committee and attracted

over 400 people who staged street
theatre, carried banners and distributed
leaflets expressing the demands of the
demonstration. This all contributed to
attracting the attention of the city
crowds to the abortion issue. The
emphasis was placed on the right of
women to control their own bodies and
that it is women not the church or the
state who have the right to decide
whether or not they want children.

Sydney's 250 marchers, the majority
of whom were women, were lead by

a float carrying two 'pregant' men
with paper mache heads characterizing
Mr. Askin and a member of the clergy.
The marchers moved through the city
to Hyde Park where a Public Meeting
was held with Mr. George Eeterson
M.L.A, and Miss Honour Blackman
speaking in favour of abortion.

Law Reform and the availability of
safe contraception, were slogans
for the Sydney demonstration.

The attainment of these demands will
play a crucial role in the liberation
of all women and the success of this
demonstration is indicative of the
strength of the Womens Liberation
NMbvement and bodes well for future
activities in 1972.

U.S. Actions

than 6, 000 people, mostly women
:.:::d out for WGP;ajnr demonstrations
demanding the repeal of all antiabortion
laws, end to forced sterilizations and the
repeal of restrictive contraception laws,
in Washington and San Francisco on
November, 20th.

The Campaign to build this demonstration
had been ﬁiﬁtttd in July when WONAAC
(Women's National Abortion Action Coal-
ition) was set up. Women from all over
the country travelled to the marches in

the two cities.

sshington the rally was held oo the
}I;;:t stepsmni the Capitol and the 3,000
ar more women who attended hea.rd;b
number of speakers includLnF Dr. Barbara
Roberts, an initiator of the 'Wm:n
yersus Connecticut" class-action w8
challenging the constitutionality e
ctates restrictive abortion law, Joyce

rown, international representative of
Ehu h:'n;:icm Federation of State, County

ipal Employees from Atlanta,
i 104 many cther women spekers.

Shirley Wheeler, the twenty tl;;u year
old Florida woman convicted X
manslaughter for having an aborti Z
{s the first woman in US history
be convicted and sentenced (to ::v; 4
cars probation). She told the x
;fht state of qugilih l:.;‘l not ﬁ:,.ﬁ;‘n :
| iﬂ‘li cw 1
E‘vz;ﬁ? Linda Jenness 1972 Fﬁlﬂmﬁl:]
candidate for the S

agl_»alilf' Workers

to build a mass demonstration of women

The set of six demands have been ageed

Party in speaking to the ra Ly said,
"This march is just the first step. There
are thousands here and in San Francisco.
But think of the one out of four (the
estimated percentage of US women who
have had illegal abortions) who are at
home, but who know we are right and
solidarize with this march. Think of
the millions trapped by fearsand prejud-
ices who are whispering to themselves
'Right On Sisters. ' :

"That whisper will become a roar and
these thousands will become hundreds
of thousands, because this March is
proving that women CAN organize, that
we CAN fight and that we CAN UNITE,"

About the same number of women
attended the rally in San Francisco

where speakers included representatives
from the National organization of Women,
Chulita Devis, a Chicana student leader,
Mirta Vidal representing the Linda
Jenness presidential campaign and others.
Barred from the city hall steps, the

rally was held in the Civic Centre.
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THE PENAL POWERS

SHACKLING THE UNIONS FROM CHIFLEY TO CAMERON

Far more regulated and subjected to the
provisions of law than any other advanced
industrial society, the Australian compul-
sory arbitration system has, since its
inception in 1904, been saddled with a
plethora of restraints and sanctions,
popularly known as penal provisions.
Initially, the legal guarantees to trade
union existence and relatively "generous”
rights to organise in the fledgling years of
the movement, compensated somewhat

reaction and swept Chifley into the
rubbish heap of history.

Through the 1950's the cultural hegemony

of reaction increased as the ALP suc-
cumbed to an extreme right wing take-
over in NSW, Victoria and Queensland,

as anti-communism became the common-

ly accepted norm of criticism and as the
Korean war boom finally produced the

material goods which workers had craved

for the savage penalties written into awards for over £0 years. Just as important,

for non-compliance by errant unionists.
With its legal position assured, the trade

the Arbitration Act with its heavy $1, 000
a day fines and bans clauses became a

union movement steadily grew in the early persuasive argument against industnial

The death knell of the arbitration system
was sounded when the BWIU obtained the

metal trades work value increases as a

- flow on.

The system was now completely dis-

credited as a fair means of ensuring wage

justice in the community. Its power to

enforce its decisions was obviously next on
the agenda and the Clarrie O'Shea affair

finally sealed its fate.

With the wage fixing machinery in this

country in total wreckage, there were many
anxious people - employers concemed to

spluilll and the Finangjal y
ported a pretty fair mag
lndustrialpg(.fnﬁmltte?':‘z"
Launceston ALP Conference
essence was that penalties gog
breaches of an award Were to
gbolished in line with the |'
Congress resolution, but aore
were to be subject to a penalt
for breach, the amount to be

able at suit in eivil Prﬂceed!n

When this hit the fan a

hell broke loose, Penatl
form were contrary to ALR and
policy, it was said; the ACTU .
honoured its agreements and exr
unions to do so; there was
the cancellation of unworkable :o
their replacement by a new apres:
arbitrated decision or a retum to
conditions previously operating,
tly, in the face of heavy oppositiog.
Cameron gracefully conceded,

to wana

On November 15 United Nations delegates
from the Peoples' Republic of China took
their seats in the General Assembly for
the first time and chief delegate Chiao
Kuan-Hua made his opening address to
the assembly.

Much of his remarks contained blatant
deception and omission regarling China's
real role in world politics, these remarks
themselves often containing the basis of
what principled revolutionary socialists
would like to see China doing in regard
struggles. He stressed the fact
that the reyolutionary tide is on the rise
around the world and that the people of
China stand foursquare on the side of
those struggling for independence, seli-
determination and revolution. Carefully

Iu the November 10 Washington Post,
Stanley Kamow gave a more detailed
account of the attacks on Lin that are
said to be occurring:

"Unimpeachable informants report . ..
that Communist Party officials inside
China are currently being told that Lin
and his comrades plotted to assassinate
Mao on three different occasions. There
is no proof that this allegation is true.

"Lin is also being accused in internal
Communist documents as having been
the head of the so-called 'May 16th
Detachment', a movement of radical
extremists that emerged during the
summer of 1967 and was later banned.

Ironically, the Hung Chi polemic

dppeared to be an attack on Lin for his ;
sycophantic praise of Mao. During the !
“cultural revolution"” for example, Lin 1
was the author of such remarks as

"Chairman Mao is the great genius of
the present era", and "Mao Tsetung
Thought has not grown spontaneously
from among the working people. It is
rather the result of Chairman Mao's
inheriting and developing Marxism-
Leninism with genius on the basis of his
great revolutionary practice”. Such
quotations from Vice Chairman Lin Piao
aré well known in China.

Ostensibly an attack on "Liu Shao-chi's
reactionary theory of human nature",
the article accuses Liu of having
"denied that the masses have boundless
creative power, and advocated the
idealist conception that heroes decide
everything''. Liu, according to the
article, believed in the historical role
of a "superman" or "prophet”.

In line with the bureaucratic nature of
China's politics and the Mao clique's
control over public media, no first
hand or objective account of events can
be expected. One of the more striking
ironies of the struggle, however, is the
contrast between Mao's own nationalist
centred foreign policy combined with
his general sabotage of world revolut-

Hung Chi attributed these theories not
only to Liu, but also to "other political
swindlers" and wamed:

“But when the theory of human nature
has gone bankrupt theoretically, this
does not mean that it disappears from
actual life., So long as classes and class

decades of this century checked only by the action, particularly as the boom in the
great transport strike of 1917. economy itself created the increase in
Nevertheless, it took only a crisis in the standard of living that workers
capitalism to show in sharp relief the true  required. Little else was required of
class basis of the arbitration system. What union leade'n than to appear in court,
had been regarded as a golden age of legal file the claim and bring home the bacon.

control costs, judges concemned to regain

struggle exist, the theory of human
their authority and prestige, right wing

Eis:mu.gvthe v:;m;: hber:ug?-;imgagli:d "Communist cadres are being told as nature will be resurrected in a new guise
about Indochina, Korea, Palestine, plus  Well that Lin tried to escape to the Soviet  and continue to poiscn people”.
¥ ¥ 7 - = 1
many African liberation struggles; but iﬂ;:zr?:;ﬂdcﬁihigl:gitﬁ%ritﬂ? :t <7
he signifi cantly omitted any mention of inside Mongolia on the night of September

ionary movements, and polemics which
appear to be arising against the actions
of Lin Piao.

P-:-tnr Clydfe ; the world does not stand's
not even for an embryonic Ministe
Labour and National Service. The Si&

train guard strikes and the Water Bowt
strike, the secret ballots legislatim

union leaders no longer sure that the courts
would control their members, the govern-
ment worried about "national" economic

the liberation struggle of Bangla Desh. D
A recognition and concomitant union growth policy and last, but by n& means least in prosecutions under_the Summary C Nor.was there any mention of the .
csmgnta be seen as a compact whereby the Alas it was all a dream; the "end of importance, Whitlam & Co. worried that Act and the essential services leg struggles against the dictatorships in

- Agence France-Presse, in a November 3
despatch, described an article in the
Commumist party theoretical journal
Hung Chi (Red Flag) that attacked un-
named 'ranking leaders' of the party
for hatching 'criminal plots'.

bourgeoisie allowed unions the right to ideology” was an illusion, for that

exist but in return, effectively regulated ideology presupposed that classes no longer

their wages and conditions of work through existed and all interests were held in

the medium of so-called independent common. The Mt. Isa strike settled all

tribunals. Workers who had contrasted that talk.

their own security of recognition and B4k :

organisation with the bloody reprisals A continuing series of miserable National

suffered by their comrades in North AmericaWage decisions, the adoption of the total
v and elsewhere, realised they had truly paid Wage, the long term effects of the
n a price. For with the Depression, wages andaboliton of quarterly cost of living adjust-
o conditions which had the force of "law", ments, the rural depression - all of these
came to mean nothing. Cut rates, short  trends led to a general falling off in
; _ time, dismissal, the bread lines; the workers' purchasing power, compounded
Gy inexorable sequence in a man's working by the various arbitration bodies taking
. life made a mockery of the independence Mmore notice of the economic arguments
of the judiciary. of the bourgeoisie and making decisions

accordingly.

once again raised the horrendous
before his eyes of his prize being
from his bosom by an unscrupulous i
order campaign. Something had tobel
to assure the bourgeoisie that he would
keep '"em down and build a workable
system of harmonious industrial relatia

union militancy may offend uncommitted
voters.

Ethiopia, the Sudan or Iran - to name but
a few worthy contenders for mention.

The unfortunate fact is that China's
admission to the UN is somewhat of a
two-edged sword. Although that admis-
sion itself is an outward blow to the
strength of imperialism in general,
China’'s actions within the UN as elsewhere
are determined by the immediate in-
terests of the Chinese bureaucracy. This
often leads China to play a counter-

revolutionary role in national liberation
struggles, a role which in the past has
sometimes been decisive in the defeat of
revolutionary forces.

This is not to say that there is anything
wrong in principle to China establishing
diplomatic ties with even the most
reactionary regimes, provided that the

As the world wide crisis in capitalism
deepened, with the economies of major
industrial countries in recession, with the
international financial and trade structure
virtually repudiated, conservatives around
the world commenced a major offensive
to keep down the workers and so keep costs
under control and economies "'stable".
Approaches varied from outright repression
to sophisticated prices and incomes policies
and industrial relations charters, designed
to integrate the union hierarchies into a
corporate state working within an accepted
framework of behaviour.

Further evidence indicating Lin's fall
X accumulated rapidly. The November 8
At the end of September the first rum- issue of Newsweek reported:

blings of $20 fines on individual unigss™

violating agreements, were heard froa
Brisbane. A week later, Clyde featss
with the new, improved, polyunsatursss
Fluffy Gough in the second of Labor'sss
term Specials and announced bfa&ﬂrg

yes, its true, $20 is on. 23

"“"For some years, the toast at Communist
gatherings (in Peking) has been: 'Long
live Chairman Mao and his close com-
rade in arms, Vice Chairman Lin Piao'.
Now, Lin is no longer being honoured.
And when Haile Selassie of Ethiopia
proposed a toast to Mao and Lin at a
recent Peking banquet, Communist
officials neatly edited all mention of

the Defence Minister from the trans-

Consequently as Western society struggled
out of the Depression and world war, a
new restiveness and militancy gripped

Fortunately Federal Caucus panicked s
declared its complete opposition oy
form of legal sanction on unionistsas =

By the mid sixties, the worker had come

; Obviously, the latter offers a better hope
to realise that his skill could get no

for the future to the harrassed Employers

s : . ey : g ici extens- script of the Emperor's remarks".
the workers of many countries. '"Never recognition from the established tribunals. Federation executive than the insane unions. Whitlam and Cameron st i e mrﬁtl;. atm:;tl 1;?: Eff:ct;leeniag of v ;

- ! was the cry as workers remembered More and more it became imperative for antics of a Bjelke-Petersen or Askin. less ‘I':han gracefully, cam::eded the pa= i DL WomiQ eV m U Kamow added in his Washington Post
the misery of the thirties and the black workers to maintain their standard of The issue was closed again, e = Chinaithiylsa yareame VI Shs

article that fdreign embassies in Peking
i had been specifically requested to omit
Lin's name at diplomatic gatherings.
At the United Nations on November 15
it was observed that in speeches wel-
coming the newly amrived Chinese
delegation, representatives of the
workers' states and underdeveloped
countries that have close diplomatic
ties with China, carefully refrained
from mentioning Lin while expressing
greetings to Mao and to Chou En-1lai.

living in the face of rising prices, by
avoiding arbitration and serving notice
directly on employers. While the
bourgeoisie as a class has interests which
necessitate a general wages and incomes
policy, individual employers are
motivated by more basic urges, and are
often prepared to buy scarce labour at
higher prices to achieve a temporary
advantage against competition.

Against this background we must see the
shadowy manoeuvrings of our friend
Whitlam and his appendage Cameron.
Sophisticated employers recognise that in
a time of capitalist wealmess and working
class assertiveness, a Labor government
is essential to introduce the various con-
trols on economic life fundamental to a
renéwed business upswing.

The dangerous side of China's actual
presence in the UN is that it lends a
certain "left" prestige and cover to the
organisation, making it easier for the UN
to play its counter-revolutionary role.
These operations, euphemistically called
"neace-keeping'' missions, are invariably
directed against liberation forces.

We reckoned without Clyde, whose gt
sistence if nothing else, is commensss
In reply to a resolution carried by "
ALP branch at Oatley, a suburb of =
Sydney, Cameron replied with a Six =8
page letter of tendencious legal cos=
tortions which proved that the Fedesiss
Conference wanted sanctionsin =8
agreements against individual workess

the worker who "persistently disregess
ded safety rules or who scabbed m?}:—
mates by knowingly working at [eSESES
than award rates, by perhaps WOriigss
for two or three hours before clockags
on at a weekend'. -

In Australia this mood reflected itself in
the tremendous growth of power and
influence of the Communist Party, their
near takeover of the ACTU in 1945, the
election of a Chifley Labor government

in 1946 committed to post-war reconstruc-
tion, price control and a regulated
employment market, and the election of
Labor govermments in all States except
South Australia.

-

Meanwhile current speculation is wide-
spread as to the nature of the power

ithin the Chinése bureaucracy.
Tﬂmgﬁi:;iign this struggle are as Earlier, Reuters and other sources had

numerous as the sources from which they reported that &mn.; g the fér;t w}ffl-;faf

come. It is becoming quite clear however, Now::mhc; gxr: lﬁu{ie&f& ppf;:red b
Chairman Lin Piao has been Mao's quotations ha _

ﬁml?ftz:ri:icgefrom at least a marked decline bookstores in Peking. The book con

in popularity in the ruling circles. tains a preface by Lin.

Quite clearly the over award payments haye
to become subject to greater regulation and
a qualitifiable aspect of national economic
policy. To the bourgeoisie they cannot
become part of a vicious circle where
unions play one employer off against
another, continuingly increasing their

costs.

The result was a new tide of direct action
and militancy in those areas such as the
metal and building industries, where

skill is at a premium, and a tapering off

in the transport industries, whose casual
nature of employment had long been a
cause of continuing unrest. Thus the AFU
and the BWIU assumed a greater importance
industrially, and the maritime unions de-
clined relatively.

But more important than all of these,

the failure of capitalism to deliver the

goods in the midst of continuing shortages

while Labor leaders dodged the issue of

nationalisation, saw 3 new rise in

combativity on the part of workers,

ready to take direct action to achieve

social justice so that accounts of 15 years
- of privation could be settled.

Cameron's madness in putting fons
such inanities would be the objectéd .
considerable derision were it not It may be worth mentioning and quoting
the fact that the bourgeoisie and €SS some of the reports and speculation re-
union bureaucrats are increasingft S8  garding Lin's status in order Lo gain sams
concermed about the activities of idea of the tum of events within the

job militants and shop stewards: = bureaucracy-

Quite clearly individual unioniss M“ GLADESH RAu

cannot break agreements but

sanctions could be used to sni‘llllf;g_--ﬁ;j

ij mgﬂﬂiiatiﬂnl with the w . L .

compliance of union bureaucras T e e :dh;nm;it

| reports of the first rally,claiming

members of the Bangla Desh Solidarity
Committee acted dishonestly in cullesi;—

ing money for the Mukti Bahini "hﬂlﬂn

fact people thought that they were gi IE

to the Austcare or Oxfam charity appea

for aid to the refugees. Such distortions

e unjustified as speakers at the
John Dunham from Melboume University, ::ii: g::mﬂ? O asised the differ-

ne for the
Iph Gibson from the C.P.A. &1 etween the collection for
E:mpé’“ of §. Yoy WROEES ;dnﬁlfﬂbﬂahlnl and the appeal for the re-

A more subtle attack on Lin w;s_ se&n in
a len article that appeared in the
anf.?‘hg, issue of Hung Chi, which was
reprinted in the chm%cr B weekly
English language edition of Hsinhua.

A good social democrat and Labor states-
man, Clyde Cameron, considered that
as Labor's spokesman on industrial
affairs it was incumbent upon him to
devise a solution to the problem of
integrating direct bargaining into the
mainstream of national life. As an
ambitious politician he wated to be
Minister for Labour and National Service
not a vietim of an industrial law and
order campaign. Labor always acts
respansibly!

[ ; E 0 i
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freed

demonstration at the courthouse, no
attempt of any significance was made to .

ise a large free Langer campaign. L
(The CPA claims cynically to have & S PSS
initiated "national campaigning” AT
ly around the issue. -However, their . =
main object in doing this seems to have
been to embarrass the leaders of the
Maoist led unions, not to sericusly
initiate a broad campdign againl_lt: :
political repression).

With highly skilled unions able to exert
tremendous labour market pressure on
employers, over award payments became
increasingly prevalent and the Common-
wealth Government's economic policies,
exerted through the Arbitration Commissd
ion, became meaningless,

Regrettably, the Chifley government,
like all social democratic governments,
came to see itself as a balance of various
competing interests rather than the
political expression of the Australian
working class. This manifested itself in
two distinct ways; firstly, Chifley
endeavoured to divert workers' struggles
int: the field of arbitration where indep-
ol l".‘ht experts F.uuld make "just and prominent right wingers were swept from
ﬁqmtab]e“ decisions in the overall the ACTU Ffec.uth;: at the Melbgumu
national interest" - and at the same time Congress. Also in that year, the Arbitrat-
strengthened the penal provisions of the ton Commission made a valiant effort
Arbitration Act to ensure compliance; to saye itspremier wage fixing position by
and secondly, it created in the minds of declaring that the 5?:4'] granted to m l‘t,:'
. m:iid:;:fﬂ:ii;f;?ﬂu;iﬂ Party an tradesmen in the MT work value case :
ecome : ' -
e i e i ﬁle,tthua would be absorbed in over award payments.

K3

_ Bangladesh Solidarity Comm- |
Trl::ehli:ibstagedgtwu successful rallies in
the City Square. The first rally although
interrupted by rain, attracted about 50
people over a 14 hour period. Leaﬂr.t:l
were distributed to the peak hour c;aml?ti
and money was collected for the M

Bahini. Speakers included Professor

The new militancy first achi eved national

The attempt by the police and bourgeois
dttention in 1967 when a number of

courts to frame Albert Langer ground
to its inevitable farcical conclusion
recently. After having served 5§ weeks
of an 18 month gaol sentence im

a lower court, Langer succe
appealed to the Supreme Court against
his cooviction.

Langer was originally gaoled for attempt-

The result of all this would be TOSSES
remove industrial relations from S8
arena of a class struggle for :
and power, to a rarified atmosg
where technocrats of good will 6%
agree among themselyes as to the
best interests of the country, ¥ [ o
having to call in a bewigged fossil
to decide. And if the workers Iﬂ’?_: :

E

up, there is a little surprise in By

Therefore the ALP Industrial Relations
Policy Committee (Cameron, plus
Ducker, Egerton, Gietzelt, R. D.
Williams, Hawke and Sweeney), met
far from the madding crowd this year
and drew up a series of proposals con-
ceming voluntary, enforceable indus-
trial agreements, the details of which

the May Day o
| . d placards held by ing to incite the crowd at : n
A massive camp: f rolli trikes vere ke om so HiePg e : fugees. Banners an asised t the well known police _ ave dw e
:mi]’;.:g E'IT‘-::HE tolrrslake a bid for power organised by 1cﬁ41ﬁ:1:er:¢w1:rgj;l@{-;.';:f-m_ :;I'":;:Tﬁtfﬂr }r:_l:":“””::_etﬁl tl*“ﬂ::::ﬂ i for them. . The second rau.},l:g;:;}t:i ;hmt;ig ; Sianan ‘ﬁ th;;‘:?;}:‘; :::Ph : Sy ﬁtﬁglm ell kows | e :.hErth S i::gtu e
] . e Coal Strike and its savage ions of right wing union leaders, saw tl i e b country. What ; , ‘g d . people over a pe i that the collec ditions m the beginning that the charges roadly repres e United Frox i
destruction by “respectable" Labor C-:-mmi:-:s?crn .theg Gov pl ol bl TR AU TALE | Fortumately union militants S8SSaus Sgain the homegoing office workers Bahini. Upholding the best tra “The re completely fab- Againgt Fa
: ] i y SIS LOVEmmEnt, employers spemepaiimpnc T through 8 ddressed by speakers e edom of the press, against Langer were ¢ .
leaders underwrote the rising tide of and the Labor right win g, utterly defeated However all statesmen have to make 2 :ltl::?[uhif:;}ryu:ﬂ::;e;umﬁﬂ“ cir- - were leafleted and 4 I:KE only of b ple ricated and the pitiful attempis by the mml:lihl__

. e fact that
culated by Jack Heffeman of Hie SE who emphasiee g istant crisis 1ay Ln
Sheet Metal Workers, and SYIVISSSSSS the establishment of a free Bangla Desh.
Hale cn!"thc Oatley branclt:lh: By - Speakers also em nﬂs:d;hehiﬁ ftll:;;to
ALP, with pr essure from ® o cal the 10 million refugees W ?n Sufecimepettt |
forced the ACTU to intens oy India in order to escape being dia. The
declare its total opposition £8 cannot remain indefinitely in India.

# and "The Sun" , the two pa
':E;msibl: for the distortions, e e
to print letters comrecting inaccura
in their reports.

Committee
The Bangla Desh soud“il;}‘ﬂ_ in the fut-

on to build a case against

ng Vous laissez pas

exploiter

iﬁfme Ehich contradicts their own.

o lanz ra Bl e e Mukti  Decpite the fact that Langer was initlally  the fwo sllies 3 fe o
:f form of sanctions in ag:fet:}::ﬁ: By states of India to which ?!Ydh:h‘r': f:::g_ Eﬂ’ an;‘::::jl::t;i:]?ﬂ:m of Emiﬁ!ﬁ?m e irgeo iy “m TR e 2
\ either arbitarily or voluntas ¥ are already impoverished an - Bahini asants and 11 system, the attempts & A S T e TR s : .
\ inserted, e ees are only being sustained at the pre the crisis confronting the pe o s ra- l'ﬂ:ll - 1]

reign aid. However they
Zna?:tngﬁacc bmyiiine?ind:f initely by Iurei-
ign aid, they must retumn to East f;ng#
and they cannot do this until the West
Pakistanis are thrown out of the area.

workers of Bangla Desh.

. were
PRISONS REFORM nssmaﬂnﬂ. o

oTum. ] ‘ 5
mZMHﬂL Wtd__uw!_lf.. !Stl.h

December. 8 pm

Clyde agreed that this is WhaFt l:i.;erll 3
wanted all along. With the e
Executive due to meet in Dece i i
in Townsville his next moOVEsS
be awaited with considerable 3
terest, paﬁ,iculdrh' :A:‘-‘ETHP]WG
Federation representabives are =
getting anxious about "mc,dﬂnn
and right wing" Labor and .
leaders not being able to COTASE o)
with a programme whieh will € i
the present unrest.

el N g AR M

1OVS SOMMeS le pouveir

The crowd was called upon to ’“P’Pam't
the national liberation and about Sf
in donations has been collected so far.

- DIRECT ACTION DECEMBER 1971
4 Posters from France May 1968. Left: We are the power, Right: Don't be exploited.



TOWARDS A BLACK PARTY

AN OPEN LETTER BY BOBBI SYKES

Dear Friends, "] am convinced that the centuries-old
sufferings of Black people cannot be all-
eviated under the present social arrange-
ment. Capitalism is based on the owner-
ship of gigantic economic apparatus, on
which the life of the nation depends, by
a small minority of privileged men".

The black struggle for liberation goes on
all over the world, wherever black people
live. In all countries, our people are
at the bottom of the economic ladder,
last to be employed, last to be fed. Here
in Australia, we feel our problems to be
separate from all other black problems,
but that is not so. We tend to see only
our day by day problems, not enough food
for the kids, not enough money for the

. rent, and we often over-look or fail to
recognize the real reason for all these

prob]ems.

one of the major reasons for the poor
condition of our people is insufficient
money. The problem - how to get more-
and where should it come from? We can
all see the vicious circle, not enocugh
: money to send the kids to school so that
_.l:'-"- . they can become educated and take
E better paying jobs. Instead, with inferior
education, they are forced to take low-
' paying jobs, and they in turn won't have
v enough money to send their kids to scho-
~ ol, and their kids will also have to take

Professor (Angela) Davis could have been
talking about conditions in Australia
when she wrote those words. She further
comm ents:

"Their wealth has been created by mill-
ions of working people who have never
received the full value of their work. "

"The economic system, and thus the
society, functions in accordance with the
irrational drive for profit. The masses of
people, through their work, are mere
tools for the realization of profits which
are swallowed up by that circle of corp-
orations. This is what exploitation is

all about: When people work, they take
home in wages far less that the value of
what they have actually produced."

low-paying pbs, and so i . (W ¥ . Vs

] P will ﬁ;ggarﬂb ﬂrte gisé:ir:g:;a:namgn;ﬂ l;'nr Blt:k PRSRSK DU EFRAitation has
i B g always been more intense, more devast-
k- empl . :
B A ;Pﬁ“;:’;:iiii better-paying jobs for ating, more deadly. We have always been
S ee compelled to take the most ignoble and
o, 3 : J : lowest-paying jobs. And the capitalist
ut, let's f S s P el
s "-; . iBhe;tE:tp;y::gE' l;éb::reéew::g:r:feﬂrfnihg have fostered racism among the masses
£ BR0uzh to ensure that the family will be of white people in qrder bert::.-r to exploit

 well fed, well housed, and well dressed. -, o.r exploitation of white workers

o 2 A J *  is also thereby facilitated, f hit
P Education alone is not enough to really k Bai s : Lo GRS
5:?'_ ensure our families against hard-ship. ;-:}11 £k lm Ak i e Ty LEROTe
;H-_' ~ While this society allows some people to i

g ! 1
-t grow so wealthy that they don't know what The economic situation Prof. Davis writ-

to do with their money, and yet oth : :
"} . to be so poor that the-;f :iie nfystarvat?usn o ab.c?t S & xep-lod bt ous own, and the
k;_. this society is not being ety i *  conditions which the Black people in her

country live under are essentially the
same as our own. They suffer the same
starvation, deprivation, discrimination

as we do, and they are Black people as we

.r
A =

Does it concem us - and can we do any- |
thing about it? At the very top of the
System that runs this society, we have

e
sl Ly o il
[ f“‘#;;‘ :-.h I,H.- o

2 .;_‘_;:' What we call 'Politicians’.  These we are. And at the top of the political
P ooliticians are PEbele WhG rely very system in her country, the people are
B a1y on oui support or our apathy to all white, also, ;}nd_mpporters of and
~ allow them to stay where they are - at spepated by capitaliom.

- the top of the system. If we were t :

i 4 ,ﬂxm very closely the motives u; an  (Prof. Davis, has been called 'a self-
 these politicians and decide who we thou- confessed Communist!, a phrase I am
B St Wds doing 2 bad job, and then make ilit_:ame. to uie::l as 'self-confessed' is a
B = o attennt to ha istortion, and implies that even she

e YETY ES ve them removed, so thinks that to be a Communist is to be

~ that a better person could take his place,
. We would be doing something constructive ;
~ about all our day to day s et propdiy claims to be a Communist, and
IR #HE neople Who are “Fﬁl’? fop bt e while 1 am not prepared to debate the
. : m today have already proved that

something not quite nice. Prof. Davis

e

g e

| reasons'for her political stance here in

B u £y Are not the least interested in whether :hng gre:ltsdetail, 1i.1; cannot be denied that
: *u-:f: we :hirve, or whether our kids die, and : hspe not only of the Black NUFIE
~ for this reason they do not deserve to be iy, out e Black peoplein

o '&hm R A e e Australia and elsewhere all over the world)
. in allowing those uncaring people to re-

~ main where they are. We, by not recog-

~~ nizing them for what they are, by not

1 A doing all we can to have them rem oyed,

.~ are actually allowing and assisting them

~ to keep our Black people oppressed.

------------

At the 'Action Conference on Racism' to
be held on January 28th to February 3rd,
1972 in Brisbane, Qld., I am proposing
that the Black people in this country
give thought to setting up a political
party - a national Black party, with
representatives from all states. To be
successful, 1 will need to have the sup-
port of the Black people who are able to
attend, and therefore 1 ask that those
people who plan to be present give a
great deal of thought to the question be-
fore they arrive at the Conference.

=
L .Iulx 'r!..‘

~ The sooner we realize that ALL our prob-
 ER lems, from Land Rights, poor educftion,
~ employment discrimination, to death

e m malnutrition or starvation, have a
political basis, and we begin to deal

~ With our problems at the roots, the sooner
- our people will have peace and a better
- life. The struggle for Black Liberation
LA A5 not just a struggle, it isa fight - and
5 the fight is political. The arena is the
T 'ﬁiﬁcll sphere, and we must, to survive,
R Liarize our-selves with it.

s
- .

y -',.h_ .I‘

| do not envisage at this stage that we
will be able to run a successful candidate
in the near future, but a Party has more
functions than to just un candidates in
elections. If the Black people can form
a political base, we will be in a much

| stronger position when trying to solve
Quly 1971). problems which affect Black people nat-
= . | ionally. Secure in the knowledge that

- R ‘_-T_,ha point which I am trying to make is
= perhaps clearly summed up with these
~ Quotes, written by Angela Davis, in jail
. in America, and published by Ebony

Darwin blacks Squat in front

they have seven-State's support, each
State will be better able to tackle their
State-problems. Working together on
each issue, we should be able to effect
some policy changes. For example,

if all States supported the Queensland
Act Confrontation Committee in their
attempt to have the discriminatory
legislation removed in that State, and
campaigned to that end in their own
areas, the chances of success would be
multiplied many times over. That
each State, at present, is dealing main-
ly with their own local issues is weaken-
ing their own efforts.

If we are able, through the party, to
educate our people in the power of the
vote, we will have a valuable weapon
in our hands. In many areas where our
Black people are concentrated, we
could use our vote in that area to assist
someone we knew we could rely on to
gain office. We could start thinking
about running our own candidate in
those areas, once we knew we had the
supporting vote of the Black people
there. We badly need representation

in the Government, people we have
elected to represent us, and not puppets
of the capitalists. It is only in this way

that our voices can be heard where it
counts.

How can we educate our people? Before
Captain Cook arrived here, there was

govemment. There was a Social System,

and there was Local Government. Under
the government by the Tribal Elders, no
one person or family went hungry
there was food, there was food for all.

When there was famine, there was famine
Under the system of Govemment

for all.
which we now have, there is food for
some, and famine for many. It is not
difficult for us, the many who suffer the
long famine, to see which government
system is really in the interest of the
people. Any system which allows some
people in the community to starve while
others in that same community amass
wealth too great to imagine is not in

the best interests of the community as
a whole.

Our people have already felt the effects
of the present system, Perhaps they
don't see why things are as they are -
nor that there are alternatives which
-Lh;}rfthemselves can effect. But I do
not torsee any difficulty in pointing out
to them that the way gey l}xed prge-
Cook was the right way. And with the
desperation of the situation, I do not
think that our people will see the way
in which change can be wrought, and
not strive to go that way.

The legends of Aboriginal le
already have many pfml!eﬂtfgthi:
society. The big fish which swallows
tJ_'uL' small fish - big business swallowing
little business - capitalism feeding off
small people. The Abori gines who carry
the legends already know about this
govemment system. Perhaps the words
confuse, capitalism
ism, democracy, long white-man words
::;:- confuﬁe thF un-educated, and then to
nsure Lhe safety
e e y of the system, make

But the era of the un-educated black is
a]mc:_':t at an end. In America, the Black
man 1s rejecting capitalism. He is de-
nouncing those of his own who are
siriving to be black capitalists. A white
man wWho makes money from the suffer-
ing of black people is intolerable, but a

When

} 50':i3“5m: cCoOmmun=

people remain un-educated

.. iBGEE o .

black man who makes mq
suffering of his own P'EOPI:::' ro
live. We, in Australia, cap Sure
learn the iessun from our brother 4

without first having to
it g to travel this

A Black party, as| see it

many functions. To eduéa::::}:-
Black people politically, which g
illustrated above would not be diffis
and to become involved in al]
which affect Black people, Ecﬂd&*fﬁ
Land Rights, the discriminatory |
lation, and the other problems with
our penple_ are plagued, it would be
necessary in the future to lend our s
to such organization already formeq.
their battles for Social Service Justj
(we also have many aged- pensioners
un-employed in our ranks who are b

slowly starved by inadequate pensions B

and Unemployment relief), more real
istic assistance for un-married moth

(C.H.U.M.s - Care and Help for Un- L.

married Mothers - we have some of

them, too), Free Political Prisoners - 3‘

great many, if not all Blacks in i

are there because they were the
nots' who stole from the 'Have's', or
victims of capitalism. : 3

Australia is fast becoming a country of
which no person in his right mind could &
be proud. The Govemment no longer =
represents the people. The Government ™
allows foreign companies to rape the
country of her wealth, minerals, oil, =
land-scape. The death-toll sounds for
many of our black babies, and the Gov=
emment ignores the cries of the dist
parents. How long can we sit back
watch this country that we love 508

go so swiftly on the road to ruin? B
thing that happens in this county

us.

Many of the Black leaders in our co
ities have already seen the nature
fight. Some do not agree on detai
where the base should be, what the
should be - but all are in agreement
the fight is political. Bruce McGuins
Melbourne, (A.A.L, and N.T.C.)is"
striving to get some form of political
education to the people. Evelyn Scoty
Townsdlle, (F,.C.A.A.T.S.I,)has
several times voiced her opinion on
matter. "The need to haye represe
for our people in Government is obvi
We need to organize amongst oursel

to form a party, and the time is r\«'.li'll_r

x

Mrs. Merle Jackomos and other womes
from the National Council of Aborig
Women : We need to think how to get

political education for our-selves and=
the sooner we begin, the better it will

be for us. b

Mrs. Faith Bandler, (Gen. Sec, of F&
A.A.T.5.1,), "I believe there is d B8
for a Black party. All must see thif =
whole struggle as a political struggie
The very basis of all our work must
political and should be tackled as 8IS
The existing white parties are too S&i8
centred and complicated. The need®
bring forward the tremendous proble®
black Australians are faced with 154888
ipo much for a party to handle as &5
ine, " %

’:' .T
Black people in this country have "! S
quietly for two hundred years. Yet .

=y Ij[t]e bEt‘tEr than the&r weﬁ 50 '_:r‘.-u-
ago, and infinitely worse then they ey

250 years ago. The time to move [

The task to be tackled is Sigﬂnﬂc'
the time to start is now. Procrasti :
is criminal. When each passing yERy S
adds hundreds of infants' deaths E0 SRSy

"

FII H . o s : 1
Ol peakhhour traffic in support of land rights for the Larrakia friRRy
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untold ageny is suffered by many of our
people, those who see the lem and
do not act are as guilty as those who
cause the conditions to prevail.

Black Liberation can only be accomplished

by Black people, from within, with self-
denial, with effort, and, if necessary,
with blood.
tained at all cost, even if that cost is
life, because to give life for a cause is
better than to give infants' lives for
capitalists greed. The common enemy

is not white, the common enemy is
GREED - and we must stamp it out
wherever it rears its head, - whether in
our own people, or in those who govern
us. The responsibility lies with those
who have had the opportunity to see the
problem, with those who have had the
opportunity to leam, to obtain education.
Those who have not had these opportun-
ities are entitled to share with us the bene-
fit we have gained, because only by

their suffering have these opportunities
been opened to us.

The January Conference, and the format-
ion of the proposed Black party, could be
the beginning of a new way of life, could
be the beginning of the end of suffering,
could be the beginning of a decent life
for our people. It could also be a big
flop. The decision lies with you.

B

Cops Atta

' ishane on
Nine people were arrested in Bris

Tuesday, November 23 at a dt'.:manstrlatﬂ-
jon staged by Queensland koories outside
the office of the Director of the Queens=

land Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders

Act,

The Act has recently come under a re-

newed barrage of criticism because ufr’i:lu
e

openly repressive and racist naturc.
ngmrg of E.}Im Act was again revealed on
the weekend before the demmﬂ:‘ﬂﬁaﬂ:
when an aberigine who was "assisted
under the Act, was picked up for quest-
ioning.

He was held without access to anybody
who might have known what his wll;n
limited legal rights were. The police

got him to sign a statement which led to

his arrest on a murder charge.

Other blacks who found out what had
happened said that the Director of the

Act, Mr. Killoran, should haye seen that

the detained man's rights were Pﬁ““d
g gn cause the

from violation by the police be
ABO emonstration demanting
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A United Front must be main-

ck Koorie Demo

An active campaign calling upen the
Western Australian government to free
Lionel Brockman has been launched in
Melboume. Activities so far have
included distributing leaflets outside the
Western Australian Tourist Bureau and a
rally in the City Square. Badges have
been produced and money is being
collected for use in the campaign.

The rally in the City Square was aftended
by about 100 people and included two
street theatre skits pointing out the
extent of racist discrimination against
black Australians and culminating with
the buming-in effigy of the Labor
Premier of Western Australia, Tonkin.
Speakers at the rally pointed out the
fact that Lionel Brockman, a black man
with ten children, was thrown out of
work by a rural depression and was
driven to steal by the necessity to feed
his children. No attempt was made to
defend the acts of stealing but it was
pointed out very firmly that in this

man came under his jurisdiction. The
koories received no co-operation from

Killoran.

. anti-racist con-
They then went to the anti-rac
fmﬁce in Southpoie, and told what had
happened. A demonstraticn was then

organised.

Direc-
The demonstrators went 1o see the
turcat his office in George Street but fm:nd
the doors locked and police on the nenh‘:
When the demonstrators tnr.::ttg force t
n, the police artacked.
gfgl?ﬁnogehmka out and the cops called

re inforc ements.

luding
Several koories were arrested, inc
Denis Walker former Chairman of the i
National Tribal Cm:mr:il- In reporting
event, the bourgeois pres featured
racist Queensland Premier Bj R
pious utterances about ';lviqﬂlﬁii' ltll:v

of course), which )
ﬁﬁ:za the issue of the repressive Act

Defend Lionel Brockman!

elke-Petersen's

society (supposedly cne of the most
affluent in the world) no man chould be
forced to steal in order to save his
family from starvation.

sationdlise, there are 100 others which
pass unnoticed every day. GCaols all
over Australia contain numbers of black
people out of all proportion to the
percentage which they make up of the
population. This explains the rising
militancy of the black Australian com-
munity and its most recent manifestat-
ion, the militant black demonstration
in Brisbane. There will be more
Brisbanes in the near future despite
press outcries against "black violence',
unless all discrimination against black
people is ended immediately, unless
black people are granted the right to
work, -the right to educational
equality, the right to proper housing,
in short, the right to live on equal
terms with the rest of the population.

It was also pointed out that the State of
Western Australia made no attempt to
alleviate the plight of the Brockman
family, in fact the family's plight was
worsened when Brockman was thrown
into gaol for petty theft.

The rest of Brockman's story is well
known; he escaped from gaol, and in
the gnanhunt which followed, the police
spend $50, 000 trying to catch a petty
thief. (Would the police have spent
such an amount in order to recapture a
white petty thief?). At one stage it
appeared that the police were setting
Brockman up for a shooting, as their
public relations releases constantly
emphasised the fact that Brockman was
carrying a .22 rifle (which he used to
shoot kangaroos). In fact the police
did shoot at Brockman's family and
probably the only thing which saved

= ]

Write to the Western Australian Premier
protesting against the victimization of
Lionel Brockman for attempting to feed
his family.

Send protests (and donaticms) to

Brockman from being shot was the fact "The Brockman Defence Campaign,

that the bourgeois press saw fit to P.O, Box 83

sensationalise the issue, and too much Chadstone Centre,

adverse public reaction would have MELECUBNE. VICTORIA,

resulted if Brockman had been shot.
or direct to Premier Torkin,

However, for every Lionel Brockmanp Parliament House,

case which the press chooses to sen- PERTH.

L] Following on this meeting, a demonstratior

A‘hon was held on Saturday Nov. 27th to protest
the Special Powers Act and to call for the
withdrawal of all British troops from North-

emn Ireland. Up to 100 people rallied in
the City Square after a march for the Tre-
sury Gardens, and then went on to the
British High Commission. Many leaflets
were distributed and speakers explained
the situation in Northem Ireland to city
crowds. Placards called for "Murderers
out of Ireland” and "Defeat the Special
Act.”

P.A.S.C. ACTION

A demonstration against the visiting Israeli

soccer team took place in Melboume on

Nov. 21st. Called by the Palestinian Aust-

ralian Solidarity Committee, it started 4
with a rally in City Square and marched to :
Olympic Park, where leaflets were distri-

buted and further speeches made.

Racism &
Education

JAN. 28-FEB. 2.

University of Queensland,

Student Unicn.

Contact:Dan O'Neill, 22 5t. lucia Rd,

St. Lucia, Brisbane, 4067, Ph.713976
or Tony Lawson, 32976066, Melboume.

TAMMUR
TOUR

Mataungan Associdtion Patron Oscar
Tammur who was jailed recently by the
Administration in New Guinea will be
arriving in Australia on De-::n:emhe: 2 on
a fund raising visit to help finance the
Mataungan Association in its court cases
over the murder of Commissioner Emm-
anuel in August this year.

MELBQURNE MEETING

uesday December /7, Spm.
Assembly Hall, 156 Collins St., «
SYDNEY MEETING
Friday December 10, 8pm.
Trades Hall, Goulbum 5t., .

IRISH ACTION

A very successful Forum on Ireland was
held in Melboumne on Sunday 14th Nov.
Sponsored by the Northem Ireland. Civil
Rights AssociatinnLLMﬂbmute} it was
attended by more than 100 people.

An unfortunate feature of the City Square
Rally was the presence of half a dozen
members of the Greater Syria Party with
their banner. They are a semi-fascist
anization, and have nothing in common
with the P.A.5.C. on any af].;ﬂl;tpiiﬁd-
atin . They were asked to leave
E:e dﬁmm;gatim, which they eventually
did- and it proceeded without further incid- |

t.
; Meeti
PAY.0. ing
On November 7th in Melbourne the Pro-

ssive Arab Youth Organization opened
its new headquarters at 260 Fh'issell St.
with a meeting and film showing. }:Jea.ﬂy
100 people saw a film on the situation in
the Gaza strip and listened to speakers from
the Arab community as well as speakers
from S.Y.A., W.S.A, and the C.{’.J}.

anizations involved in the Palestinian
—Australian Sclidarity Committee.

This was the first public activity for the
newly formed Progressive Arab Youth
Organization, which has adopted the same
political position on Palestine as the

P.A.S.C., ie.

. Solidarity with the Palestinian revolutia
%. P:Iestin:?for the Palestinians, regardless
of race or religion.

The theme of the forum was to explain
and protest at the repressive Special
Powers Act which allows arrest without
trial and ndefinite internment. At the
moment hundreds of militants are being
held in concentrations camps at Long
Kesh and elsewhere in Huﬁrt em::mx; .
d the need to pu _ | S
iup::: kt.;:i [-f:lﬁer and Heath govemments 3. Opposition to Zimim,f Arash Renﬁﬁm_:? :
in order to force them to end their repress- Imperialism in all its form ;;“m o A
ive measures. A campaign 10 boycott all 4. Su for liberation move b g

goods made in Britain was mmeﬂ. m,m of g!f _ R &k
d_. i
akers also stressed the need for soli m
gg:y ':ith the naticnalist Catholic min- LS L |
ority of Northern Ireland in ifs fight against — & T
Rritich troops and sectarian mobs. A : : .

representative of the Official 1.R.A. [

the Republican movement's -

jgcﬂq*:t ::' a ‘l.t;l.w[?‘ld minﬁﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂ; : .

and its work in de.faﬁc':?f lﬂ:nﬂc?:rﬁ]iel bl
- em ire CRE et o o B

unity in Northem Ireland, <5




The following article has been conc ased
from an article by PETER CAMEJO

that appeared in The Militant, the paper
of the Socialist Workers Party in the
United States.

Was the Sept. 4, 1970 victory of E:nlv;xd::xr
Allende's Popular Unity coalition in t_h:: 1
Chilean elections a victory for socialism
Did it at least set into motion an evolut-
lon toward socialism? Does the Popular
Unity governm ent represent the interests
of the workers and peasants of Chile?
Many radicals would answer these quest-
jons with an unhesitating "yes". From
some accounts in the r-ajor press, one
might wonder if a socia.’st revolution

had already taken place in Chile. What
are the facts?

Important reforms

Cince his elections, Allende has imple-
mented a number of reforms, some of
them significant. Probably the most
important was the general pay increase
¢ averaging approximately 35 percent.
3 Some very poorly paid workers received
5 even more.
" Spon after his election, Allende
gnnounced his plans for nationalization
of copper mines and a few other corpor-
ations. The land reforms initiated by
the previous government prior to Allende's
election have been speeded up and 2
special riot police unit of 2, 000 was
disbanded and its men sent into other
units of the Chilean national police
(Carabineers Corps).

Political prisoners - most of whom were
young revolutionaries who had engaged

~ in expropriation of banks and other
armed actions - were set free. In
return, they called for 2 moratorium
on such actions.

Allende established diplomatic ties

: !{rfl C}\hl, China and East Germany.

- Thereforms the Allende government
has implemented are a direct product
of mass pressure generated by the
struggles of the workers and peasants of
Chile. They have brought him increased
popularity, which was reflected in the
= mumicipal elections last April in which
i{-,r,':'_' - the Popular Unity coalition, received
- more votes than all of its opponents
- combined.

e
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. Can these and other proposed reforms
- = be taken as a sign that Chile is moving
~ towand sogialism?

= To answer this question, we should
- look at how Allende became president
.~ of Chile, what the Popular Unity is,
~ exactly what his reforms are, and
'~ how they are being implemented.

' What is Popular Unity?

. ""The program of the Popular Unity is
not a Communist program," declared
Allende last October, "nor is it a

~ Socilalist program, nor a Radical
L Kgﬂm, nor the program of the

- MAPU (Movement of United People’'s

o Action), or the APl (Independent

- Popular Action). It is the convergence

ol opinion." In other words, it is a

- program that is acceptable to all the
.ﬁiu involved. And the Popular
-~ Unity coalition is a familiar combin-
ation of bourgeois and working-class
political parties.

R, FoEp
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~ But foremost amongst the bourgeois
| €5 participitating in the Popular

ity coalition is the Radical Party
‘which has come to realize that the
radicalization occurring was not only
- the deepest yet, but that it was
~ considerably broadening the electoral
~ base of the Socialist and Communist

= To achieve a popular front it was

= ,J’i:r ~ willing to placate the powerful left
~ forces developing within the S.P.
{35 a result of the radicalization) by
Supporting the nomination of Allende
for Presidency.

And so the Radical Party "betrayers"
of yesterday, who only six ye EHYE ar
lier had been in a political alliance
With the extreme right wing, joined
in the formation of a popular front
ﬁﬁnm. Tr‘t;eyhreceived a4 warm
eicome. "We that the new
Situation will allu:rpfthe Radicals)
1o win back some of the strength
wcio hﬂmadf the:ln the top Chilean
rmation f{or a long time"

the leading CP unagtnr an::.»d?:m{j
Teitelboim following the elections.

tion

Allende’s victory on Sept. 4, 1970,
Wis made possible by several factors.,
Amongst these was the decline of the

Christian Democratic Party (C.D. F‘..}

in the 6 years since it won the Elcatldu:-n

in 1969; and the split in the bourgeois
forces reflected by the Candidacies of
Tomic of the CDP on a left reform
programme and A lessandri of the National
Party campaigning on the danger of a
Communist takeover.

The final vote was 1,075, 616 for Allende,
1,036,278 for Alessandri, and 824, Sfiﬂ
for Tomic. Since no candidate received
more than 50 percent of the vote, the
outcome of the election was referred to

a joint session of the House and Senate

for a decision on Oct. 24.

Wheeling and dealing

The Tomic-led CDP agreed to make
Allende president if he, along with the
rest of Popular Unity, would accept
certain constitutional amendments to
strengthen capitalist institutions (referred
to by the CDP as "reinforcing democracy").
These amendments would limit the auth-
ority of the president while increasing the
independence from Congress and the
executive of certain bourgeois institutions;
they constituted a kind of blackmail.

On Sept. 30, Allende realeased a seven-
page statement in which he indignantly
refused to accept the CDP proposal.

The CDP's purpose was not to extract a
promise from Allende that he would main-
tain capitalism; of that they had no fear.

No, the CDP has another purpose in mind:
to take advantage of the situation created
by the closeness of the election to improve
its own position in coming battles between
the ruling class and the masses by alter-
nating some of the rules of the game.

The CDP stuck to its demands in spite of
declarations by the CP and Allende that
they would not capitulate.

In less than two weeks Allende capitulated.
The agreement was signed and Allende's
election to the presidency assured with

the support not only of the CDP, but

even of Alessandri, who said, "My best
wishes for success go to the next president
of Chile, whose long and proven democ-
ratic convictions, reflected in attitudes

of constant respect for the constitution

and the laws, are well-known."

The majority of the Chilean ruling class
would have preferred Alessandri or Tomic
as president. The masse:, however,
could not be persuaded to go along with
the ruling class first choice, and so an
altemative had to be accepted, one that
would be able to co-opt the electorate's
desire for change by granting reforms
without exceeding the boundaries of
capitalist property relations. This alter-
native was Allende.

Nevertheless, Allende and his government
represents a very left-wing version of
such a reformist regime. This is true
because of the general radicalization
among the masses and the economic
instability that plagues Latin America.
To be sure, the ruling classes in Chile
and the United States do fear that under
Allende the masses may become uncont-
rollable; they are afraid that the masses,
believing that Allende represents them,
may grow more daring in both their de-
mands and their actions. At the same
time, however, Allende wams the
ruling class that unless it accepts him,
the masses will certainly revolt. It is
precisely this misguided faith which the
masses have in him that makes Allende
useful to the ruling class in its efforts

to contain those masses.

Allende's inauguration

In retum for the bourgeoisie's endorse-
ment, Allende set up a cabinet in which
the majority (eight out of 15) of the
members come from the bourgeois parties
in the Popular Unity coalition, in spite
of the fact that these parties accounted
for only a small fraction of the Fopular
Unity vote. Of the re maining seven
cabinet ministers, three are Communists
and four Socialists.

Allende began his inauguration with a
speech calling for "work and sacrifice"
from the masses. He pledged before
Cr.lmg{fﬁ to "keep and obey the constit-
ution . Of Chile's youth, Allende said
A rebellious student in the past, 1 will
not criticize their impatience, but it is
my duty to ask them to think calmly. "

Tfhf: inauguration ceremonies included a
Visit to caviich, where Allende was greet-
ed by a Cardinal and a choir sang Hallel.
ujahs. -
So with the blessing f the church, the
army and the outgoiug president Frei
Allende took office and promised to lead

Chile to socialism by obeying the constit-
ution based on capitalist private property,
the army and police.

How has Allende's law-and-order road
to socialism been working out? Let us
look at the program of the Popular Unity
coalition and see how it is being applied
in reality.

Despite the leftist tone of its intrx?l(hu.:tiurr
and its vague references to socialism, this
program in no way challenges the contin-
ued existence of capitalism. It challenges
neither the armed defenders of capitalism,
the army and police, nor the sacred
bourgeois right of private property. It
aims to improve the infrastructure ol
Chile's capitalist cconomy by helping
private business while not eliminating
foreign investment.

Nationalization of the mines

The nationalization of the mines -copper
in particular - is an important part of

the Popular Unity program, and it will
represent a victory for the Chilean masses.
Still, nationalization in and of itself does
not mean that capitalism is being elimin-
ated. (Bolivia nationalized its mines al-
most 20 years ago, yet capitalism remains
in power and the masses are as exploited
as ever. )

Allende's plan for nationalization is to
buy the mines from the United States.
This policy was actually begun under the
previous Christian Democratic regime

of Eduardo Frei, which has already
bought 51 percent of the major mines by
the time Allende was voted into office.

_Allende has similar plans for the banks

and large estates.

Why do the representatives of Chilean
capitalism approve Allende's plans for
nationalization? The main reason is
their fear of the masses, their fear of a
reyolution that would actually make

fundamental changes in the social structure.

They see the wisdom of nationalizing
copper with full compensation and hoping
the masses will think they have achieved
socialism. Meanwhile, the masses will
be forced to extract millions of dollars
each year from their pitiful wages and
send it off to U.S. millionaires. And
who is to oversee the flow of this wealth
to the United States? The "socialist"
government of Allende, of course.

The imperialists go along with the nation-
alizations for several reasons. First,

while it is true that the nationalizations
cut into the profits (sometimes up to 27
percent) they were making until recently
on their mine holdings, they will still
continue to make money on their invest-
ments for at least ancther 20 years.

Second, they realize that any attempt to
block nationalization by force could pro-
voke a revolutionary situation which in
turn could lead to the loss of the mines
without any compensation at all. And
third, the bourgeois state appartus, in-
cluding the police, remains intact and
could thus be called upon at some time
in the future to help reverse the present
left-wing trend.

Moreover, present imperialist investments
En Latin America are switching from min-
ing, petroleum and other raw materials
to non mining industries, such as manu-

fuctur!n;_;'!'hese Allende is not threatening
to nationalize. '

Land Reform

Allende is also promising to pay with
interest for the land reform. The law
under which Allende is operating is the
same one passed by the previous, openly
pro-imperialist, Frel government.

Because of foot-dragging by both Frei and
Allende, peasants L!;rx}upr,h-.-'ut the country
== Including the 250, 000 strong Mapuc h]r
Indians in the south -~ are umf‘-l*; taking
over the land, If Allende were to ,ynr-,;:w;
to prevent the takeovers by force. hi:
popularity would plummet and hi: govern-
ment might face peasant uprisings or a
revolutionary situation, i
emment is quick to
that they will be pai

Instead, his pov
455ure the landowner:
d for their land

This may e e
5 may not be easy however, the press-
ure for a faster pace ton

r wards sociallsm is
the keenest difficul y Allende faces. [t

is this pressure which is most dramaticalls
- ¥

“-I.l':k,t"‘d in the occupation of land and
building sites

In thﬂ{- past, the Communist Party and

th.v a0cialist Party associated t!u{m:.-.- lves
wﬂ_;h similar efforts by the masses to _|II-J
eviate thelr oppression Now I.l'l.;.t t-lm-.- |

dre part of the bourgeois BOVe mme nt

.-_. ‘

PThe program of the Popular Unity is nol
s Communis! program, nor is it o Social-
' program, nor a Rodical program. . . .
t is the convergence of opinion.”

"We sholl never maoke pa
pear. About this there shoul
slightest doubt, It is the essent
Chilean democracy."

e

gl -
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PA rebellious student in the past, 1 will
bol criticize the Impatience of the youth,
I it is my duly to ask them fo think
Im'." M

& ¥

“"Parmit me, on this solemn
fo voice our people’s thonks 1o [
forces and to the Carobine8®

which abide by the Constilu
rule of law.""

DIRECT ACTION DECEMBER 1871

however, they are singing a different
tune.

On Feb. 13, 1971 Allende announced

special legislation to punish land invasion
Instigators. And recently force has begun

to be used to remove peasants from occup-
ied lands.

Army and Police

The army and police formed to protest and
maintain the previleges of the capitalist
ruling class, are not only to remain intact

but workers and peasants who cormrect-
ly suspect that these forces may soon be
used against them again will be forbidden
to arm themselves.

Allende by refusing to arm the masses and
by supporting the army and police, assures
the capitalist ruling class that so long as
he is president, the workers and peasants
will not un Chile. Revolution is not

part of his programme.

Foreign Policy

Allende has declared his intention to
maintain relations with all countries.
This represents a victory for the Chilean
masses because it means the establish-
ment of relations with countries like Cuba
and China.

A closer look at Allende's foreign policy
will indicate that rather than being anti-
imperialist, it is actually a sophisticated
cover-up for imperialism.

“Our international policy is based, as it
was yesterday, on respect for international
commitments freely assumed, self-
determination and non-intervention
Allende is quoted as saying in the winter
issue of New World review.

L] ]

What is the truth behind all this piety?

The "intemnational committments” All-
ende referred to include the $2-billion
to the United States "freely assumed" by
Chile's rich, but to be paid for by Chile's

poor-

Allende talks about a policy of opposing
imperialist intervention into the affairs
of other nations, and the Popular Unity
program even contains a passing sentence
calling for "active solidarity" with Viet-
nam. As president, however, Allende
has neither condemned U.S. aggression
in Indochina nor done anything to aid
the Vietnamese.

Not only does he remain silent in the
face of imperialist aggression in Vietmam,
but he even tries to play down its inter-
ventionist role in Latin America. Asked
if he thought the U.5. gm-‘cmment‘wmld
conspire with business interests against
Ch.ilé, he said, " | simply cannot imagine
that the U.S. govemment would t‘[‘lf!.kll".'
common cause with private enterpnise

on an issue like this and frame policy
accordingly. Unfortunately, histﬂrn'+dees
teach that on occasion in the past this
has been the case.”

Wages and work

In 1966, Castroinsisted that "a govern-
ment can ask the workers to make sacrn-
fices when a revolution has been made
for the workers, when there is a change
in the social structure to the benefit of
the workers; but no govemment can tell
the workers to make sacrifices for the
benefit of the workers; and no gm:tmmcnt
can tell the workers to make sacnfices
for the benefit of the bourgeoisie, for
the benefit of the rich. No govermnment
can tell the workers not to demand salary
increases in order to develop an industry

as the private property of the capitalists. .

The Allende government has chosen not
to follow this admonition.

‘+h its endless financial obligations to
mslc;alism and the local rich, and in
the face of the anarchy of capitalist pro-
duction and the resistance of the huuriilo-
isie, the popular {ront in Chile will I}
itself compelled to call upon the nt:l:tms
to make further sacrifices to keep ed
economy above water. The :ontim:':
hardship on the masses can only lead to
disillusionment and demoralization e
once it becomes clear that their situatio
remains the same or even becomes more
difficult while the millionaires cnntim.;:h
to drive luxury cars and find their wea

and privilege untouched.

list ruling class can, of course,
The :IPitﬂd to take Id?mt;‘siﬁtz ::EII .
lures of its own system 10 ©
ggautn‘:t the alleged failures of :ocl.al:lm
This will inteswine with the demage 2
of the government and the reformist mﬁaﬂi s
as they call upon the masses to make evel

greater sacrifices for "socialist" Chile.

én the world (with 3, 000, 000 members and |
' 0, 000,000 sympathizers) decimated. N !
Parliamentary democracy? of this would have hﬂppcrircd hlad :trnmf - :

been for the fact that the Communist
Party assured the masses that they could
trirft the armed forces and that to arm
themselves would be a provocation.

The Popular Unity program also provides
for a structural change in the parliamentary
system.

Rather than content itself with reforms of
the bourgeois parliamentary system, the
Allende government should have initiated
popular forms of dual power in opposition
to the bourgeois structure. It could have
begun this process with the Popular Unity
committees that were organized among
the workers, peasants, and the poor in
general during the election campaign last
fall. Thase committees functioned in
neighbourhoods, factories, and on the
land throughout the entire country. Unfort-
unately, however, following the ratification Nevertheless, the Chilean Communist
of the electoral victory on Oct. 24 last
year, the Communist and Socialist parties
allowed the Popular Unity committees to
be demobilized.

Peaceful road to socialism

No ruling class in history has ever relin-
quished its rule without puftting up a

fight. The revolutionary forces haye had
to physically disarm the state appartus and
repressive forces of the ruling class they
wished to replace. In light of the lessons
of history, to advocate a "peaceful” road
to socialism is the same as nat advocating
revolution. :

Party (not to mention the American and
Soviet parties) deliberately promote

the illusion that a peaceful road to
reyolution is possible and that cne is now
being travelledin Chile.

Popular front vs. united front

To spread such illusions is not only
absurd but dangerous. The Chilean
bourgeoisie did not create its army and
its police in order to allow pieces of
paper in a ballot box to abolish its

The kind of popular front represented by
the Allende govermnment and the Popular
Unity coalition is nothing new. It has
been tried before--and with disastrous

results. What is a popular front? What wealth, privilege and power. This

are its limitations? And what are the im- notion that a ruling class ¢an be defeated
plications of the class-collaborationist by placing enough pieces of paper into
policy upon which it is based? a ballot box represents a rejection of the

Marxist view of the state and of bourgeois
society. Marxism holds that every state
apparatus reflectsthe interests of the
ruling class and that the state apparatus
of the ruling class cannot be used to
serve the needs of an oppressed class.

In Chile and other capitalist societies,
this means that the working class must

The concept of a popular front (or people's
front) was developed to its current polished
form by the Communist parties during the
1930s. Their claim at that time was that
the popular front was a continuation under
new conditions of the original policy of the
united front advocated by Lenin and the

Communist Intematicnal in the early 1920s. replace that apparatus with one of its
In reali ty, however, it was the exact own.
opposite.

The _E_'Idiuti onary left

The concept of a united fromt is to bring
together working-class organisations and Although it is likely, it is not certain
other organizations representing oppressed that with Allende the Chilean masses
social layers on the basis of common agree- will once again be disoriented, demoral-
ment on specific issues and above all to ized, and de mobih:eq by a pa;_m]ar
engage in united actions against the ruling front government. The objective con-
class. The united front tactic is an effect- ditions in Latin Amenca today are very
ive tool for bringing to bear the maximum  different irom 'f‘.'htlt they were during
strength of the oppressed against the ruling previous popular front governments d;i_r: ;
class. It is founded on uncompromising ing the thirties and forties. Th.':, te;n_-m
independence from and opposition to the of the Allende popular front is :tfclf a
r..Llin-q class. Its main purpose is to prevent by- product of the new conditions.
sectarianism, or isolation of the politically
advanced workers from the more conservat-
ive workers who could be won over in
struggle.

Once again a left wing is developing

within the Socialist Party. This time it

is under the impact of the Cuban revolut- 4
jon , whicH has convinced many young

pcci:l& that a socialist revolution is

possible and that armed struggle is

necessary to achieve it. In such a con-

text, it cannot be ruled out that a reyol-

utionary altemative could develop out

of an intensification of the contradictions

A socialist revolution in Chile would begin, within the Popular Unity coalition.

like the Cuban revolution, by disarming
the army and police and creating armed
units of the working class and peasantry to
defend their interests. Foreign as well

as national corporations would be national-
ized without compensation. Democratic
control over Chilean political, economic
and social life would develop through
worker and peasant committees.

Popular fronts by their very nature are in-
capable of responding to the nced;f of the
masses. The solution to the pressing pro-
blems of proverty lies in the abolition of

capitalism.

Unfortunately, the revolutionary left is
largely confused. The victory of Allende
h:il‘ll:E th.‘:r MIR and other ultra left groups dis=-
orientated, the former actually giving
critical support to Allende.

The Revolutionary left lacks a pn.:litlc.al
analysis of popular frontism and its crit-
ical support of Allende has tendled to
i i ibility of a revoluticnary
front govemment will be unable diminish the possi :
‘?ﬂ ]::ﬁl: 1'11: that %uch anticapitalist trans- party developing out of the sharpening
formationstake place, for it is chmcttnlmd class struggle in Chile.
it ents the warking class _ _
?r};:: it:-:étglﬁhn? ;mpr;wemmmt of workers In Chilr.dlt is :nl*,; thuf:rzntmmd ﬁ&fnmi :
italism as an independent ¢ :
and peasants that could abolish capita s b
oty of ranks of the Socialist Party, W
and carry out a socialist transformation el Iy i :
g ssence of a P.F. is deter- | ing to bring clarity nfusi R
ﬁ;?:-mgt?: tie relative weight dgftht; t{in tg:i ;:ﬂ % :I:n Segenmerl'su e{flfsca?:énr
i ean 1oy
various parties involved or the size e e s weumwﬂl seme e e
i« component of the coalition, but  Allende wins, i
E;ut?ee?ai:‘t: ﬂuﬁe working class is kept of a worker bourgeois coalition govern=

corralled within limits nc:ehﬁable to the ment which, under cover of party politics,
bourgeoise, or 3 section e gisie.

: A
11 block authentic mass participation in
rﬁie administration of the country and ﬂjl_];
Other popular fronts ;
Perhaps the best-known "people's" govern-

defend the capitalist structure.
ment inrecent history was the Sukhamo

“The arming of the proletariat is the
essential condition for further advance
le
in Indcnesia. There, as in Chi
::EL?,E the Communist Party called for a

the struggle and for the victory of the :
worker- peasant-national bourgeois alliance. ihe ol Rt e i ¥

revolution. . - -

i went along with bkl
e hdo:ﬂltﬂtc;:ﬁhmn regime re-  the task of ’%Em“ E:i; and
the;ﬁtn:d;: peculiar but necessary blend their energy 1080 KL et thei
of nationalism, lslam and socialism. mﬁut i

familiar ring today in the Chil-
ﬁé’ﬁf :n:rtiun that "the three great ide- their
ological currents will work together: the 24
Marxists, the Ch_.risﬁm and th :
Laity-") '\ e
Even Communist parties do not spear
more about thﬁ “pﬂcd’gl
that was (ollowed by th



THE POLLUTION CRISIS'

HOW CAN WE SAVE OUR ENV IRONMENT?

This article has been condensed from
4n article entitled'Nixon's "Solution”
to the Pollution Crisis ' by Ronald Reostl

_ that appeared in International §oc1£hst

© Reyiew, a marxist theoretical journa
published by the Socialist Workers Party
and the Young Socialist Alliance in the
United States.

Although most examples cited refer to

. the U.S., readers will sce that they
~ are immediately relevant to Australia .
o ‘The responsibility of industry for the

= problem in Australia has been clearly
~ met by Dan Whitington in "The E];ﬂue.-nt
L Sociery” (which will be reviewed in
| our next issue. ). The attempt to blame
individuals for pollution is quite blatant-
. ly portrayed by the official poster (see
4 gaa} put out by the N.5.W, governm-
‘ent. But the analysis and warnings of

" Reosti and the solution he offers must
" be heeded by us in Australia now'

" Dr. John H. Ryther of the Woods Hole
: * jnstitute in a telephone interview publish-
" ' ed in the October 4, 1970, New York
g '«ﬁimes, wamed that domestic waste "is
~ being dischargéd at a fearful rate from
" urban aress into conveniently close mar-
. ine dumping grounds.” This, he said, is
Wleading in extreme cases to the gradual
_but certain death of commercially useful
marine animals, and leaving the waters
ndesirable if not repugnant. "

" Anocther observer has charged that the

+ extermination of marine life is far from

B % adual. Oceanographer and filmmaker
ques Yyes Cousteau, after completing

~ a three-and-a-hali-year, round-the-
world cruise in September 1970, reported,
Pollution has become so extensive that
e estimate that 40 percent of marine
life has disappeared. " \

The buildup of noxiouschemicals in city
air has already led to major disasters
 when compounded by an atmospheric in-
‘wersion that prevented them from dispers-
ing. Accepted estimates put the death
,‘-ﬁ:ﬁu in the 1952 london inversion at 3, 50C
 -4,000. Some 168 persons died in the

[

~ 1966 Los Angeles "Thanksgiving Day

- All life on this planet exists and reprod-
. uces iteelf in a narrow belt knmown as the
. fhimphexe The hospitable portions of

| the earth are relatively small. For all
4; ~‘W€il purposes the biosphere is limit-
}i'.'.i_!rtpﬂie first few millimeters of topsoil;
" the upper waters of lakes, oceans, and

enough but not too much direct sunlight.
Within the biosphere, life is sustained
~through a series of delicately balanced
‘ecosystems, ' characterized by definite

e lationships between living organisms
“and their chemical and mineral environ-
ment. Thus a pond in New England is

~ 4n ecosystem defined by the relationship

%
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Tivers; and open land surfaces that receive

® between the fish and plant life on one side

Official N.S.W. Government poster

and the chemical or other nonliving <
elements present. If the "automatic:
regulators, evolved over millions l:'l:f

years, are thrown off by the artificial
introduction of some new component,

the whole system can be rapidly destroyed.

For example, if nitrates are dumped into
the pond, algae will flourish, eutt.*ntuall',-
depleting the supply of oxygen d.lssn!?red
in the water. When a critical point 15
reached in this process, all fish will die
for lack of oxygen.

Each of the innumerable interdependent
ecosystems reproduced the conditions
for its continued existence through a series
of cycles: energy from the sun is absorb-
ed by photosynthesizing plants, which in
tum break down atmospheric carbon di-
oxide and water to form organic compou-
nds and free oxygen. The very dir we
breathe is an organic, not a "natural”
chemical product. Before the beginnings
of life on earth there was no oxygen in the
planet's atmosphere. The 21 percent of
our air that is today composed of oxygen
was produced by the release of gaseous
oxygen from sea water by primitive ocean
dwelling plankton-like organisms some
two billion years ago. Any threat to the
continued existence of phytoplankton in
the seas and of a certain volume of green
plants on land threatens the continuity of
the oxygen cycle on which we depend for
breathable air. Similar essential cycles
involve water vapor, carbon, nitrogen,
certain rare minerals such as phosphorus,
etc.

The great danger for humanity lies in the
fact that technology has outstripped our
social system. Through the large-scale
buming of fossil fuels - coal, cil, and
gasoline - measurable changes are being
introduced in several of the basic life-
sustaining cycles of the biosphere. But
in the absence of a worldwide planned
socialist economy, there is no way to

regulate these potentially disastrous
changes.

- Combustion of fossil fuels releases a
number of pollutantsinto the atmosphere:
carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide,
surphur oxides, hydrocarbons, nitrogen
ocides, and solid particles, in that order.
Carbon dioxide is the least overtly harm-
ful, but the great volume of its increase
may be perilous. In the last century the
carbon dioxide content of the atmosphere
has risen from about 290 parts per mill-

ion to 320. It is expected to increase
another 18 percent by the year 2000.
Scientists cannot now estimate what
effects changes of this scope will have,
but they are fairly certain that there are
no "natural" ecological mechanisms that
can ueutralize them. Professors Preston

of Santa Barbara, writing in the Septem-
ber 1970 issue of Scientific American
(devoted entirely to the biosphere),
provided this waming:

In addition to inhaling oxygen and exhal-
ing carbon dioxide as a well-behaved an-

imal does, man decreases the oxygen

level and increases the carbon dioxide
level by buming fossel fuels and paving
formerly green land.
in 4 vast but unplanned experiment to

pesticides will have on the world's phyt-
oplankton. The increase in the albedo,
or reflectivity, of the earth as a result
of covering its waters with a molecule-
thick film of oil could also affect plant
growth by lowering the temperature and
in other unforeseen ways.’

The increase in carbon dicxide is
ed to ch'-l:l:ig_l:' the reflective properties of
the atmosphere, but scientists are un-
certain whether this will mean that les:
of the sun's radiation will get through

or if the atmosphere would retain more

eratures endugh to melt the polar ice

of the National Aeronautics and Space

by other by-products of industrial

Cloud and Ahar on Gibor of the University

He is also engaged

see what effects oil spills and an array of

l.-.-anklr-

(resulting in drastic cooling of the earth)

of the heat radiated back into space from
the ground at night (this could raise temp-

caps and flood the world's coastal cities).
One prominent scientist, Dr. S.1. Rasool

Administration and Columbia University,
wams that atmospheric changes induced

buming, particularly sulphur dioxide, are

even more threatening. "In the next 50
years,'! Rassool was quoted as saying
by the July 9 Washington Post, "the fine
dust man constantly puts into the atmos-
phere by fossil fuel-buming could screen
out so much sunlight that the earth's
average temperature could drop by six
egrees.
j:}Ifg‘s::zst:.:ai:lai?u:l over 'several years' - 'five
to ten, ' he (Rasool) estimated - 'such
a temperature decrease could be suffi c-
jent to trigger an ice age: "
The usually staid Scientific American
issued a similar warning in Professor G.
Evelyn Hutchinson's introduction to the
special issue on the biosphere cited above:

""" _.it is evident that the biosphere
could remain habitable for a very long
time, many times the estimated length
of the history of the genus Homo, which
might be two million years old ...
Many people, however are concluding on
the basis of mounting and reasonable
abjective evidence that the length of
life of the biosphere as an inhabitable
region for organisms is to be measured
in decades rather than in bundreds of
millions of years. This is entirely the
fault of our own species. It would seem
not unlikely that we are approaching a
crisis that is comparable to the one that
occurred when free oxygen began to
accumulate in the atmosphere. "

Population, technology, and pellution.

Cmne glib explanation for the rise in
pollution is that there are too rnany people
This has a certain subjective appeal to
apologists for the status quo, inasmuch as
it shifts the blame from industrial poll-
uters to the people as a whole, and places
environmental destruction in the category
of inevitable catastrophies like earthquakes
and hurricanes about which nothing can

directly be done. Is there any evidence
for this view?

Professor Paul Erlich, the author of
Population Bomb and a leading advocate
of the "too many people” thesis, has
proposed the following formula for det-
ermining the level of pollution: popul-
ation size multiplied by per capita cons-
umption, multiplied by environmental
impact per unit of czmmm;xion. An
important article in the April issue of
vironment magazine disputed the
conclusions drawn by Erlich. Dr. Barmry
Commoner; director of the Centre for
the Biology of Natural Systems at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, Michael
Cormr, executive secretary of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science's Committee on Environmental
Alterations; and Paul Stamler, a research-
er for the committee, in a summary of
their study of the precise origins of pollut-
ion, found that population was not a
ma jor factor in this equation.

Between 1946 and 1968 population increas-

ed 48 percent. During the same period
Gross National Product rose 59 percent.
But at the same time various measurable
pollution levels rose anywhere from 200 to
1,000 percent, according to Common er,

-

Corr, and Stamler

They :_»hcr'.l.'-:d 4 direct comelation between
pollution and a small number of specilic

industries and chemical processes In

the period studied, consumption of plastics §

i:1£1i".‘~1'.(-a.l 1,024 percent use of mercury in
industry, 2,150 percent consum ption raJl'
synthetic organic chemicals, 495 ru-rc{mz'
use of nitrogen fertilizer, 534 percent '
detergents, 300 percent; and electric .
power, 276 percent. ;

The three scientists wrote
I'he predominant factor in our industrial

g . Iz 1 N il !
sOClety’s increased environmental degrad-
ation 1s neither population nor afflyence

E}".lt Lhe j-ill,"]’l"'!"'iﬁp.\ environmental lﬁllp-i!:t
per unit of production due to technologic
changes. . . inological

Thus, in seeking public policies to all-
eviate environmental degradation, it must
be recognized that a stable population with
stable consumption patterns would still
f._u: € increasing environmental problems
if the environmental impact of product-
ion continues to increase. Hence,
social choices with regard to productive
technology. are inescapable in resolving
the environmental crisis, " 7

L T R

x| oy b,

T
E. iy

There are those who urge a retuym ﬁ,,i
primitive pastoral economy, the abar
onment of technology, as the only ese
from the chemical Frankensteins of
modern industry. Such a solution {s,
course, untenable. It would mean the
destruction of possible millions of hums
lives under the conditions of complex
interdependency of advanced im
society. There 15 no reason to belieye
that technology cannot be controlled for
the benefit of our species, despite as.
urances to the contrary by the present
owners of industry for whom such contral
would mean their di essian. e
The use of technology is determined by 33

society. It is the social system which ‘
decides whether or not to use nuclear
power and for what purpose. Anditis il
the social system that decides whether =

to allocate the resources to solve the
problems posed by the side effectsof =
industrial production. To’endow machines
with a life of their own, independent of

the people who use them, is to succumb %
to fatalism and mysticism. b
How can the environment be saved? i;

Nixon claims to see nc contradiction bet= =
ween the continued private ownershipof ==
industry - capitalism - and his professed ==
aim of halting environmental degradat- 3k
ion. As he puts it, "our goal must beto ==
harness the powerful mechanisms of the ==
marketplace ... to encourage improve= &
ment in the quality of life." B L_%. 1
Unfortunately for this thesis, it is precis= &
ely the "powerful mechanisms of the ==
marketplace! that are destroying the. = =
quality of life. Nixon himself as the K
political representative of the capitalist ==
class acts as a conscious instrument of = =
the market place. Take for example,
auto exhaust, Nixon's pet projectin ==
eliminating air pollution. It isclear
that well-planned, electrically ed,
urban mass transit systems would nﬁﬁi?
eliminate much auto exhaust, but would
cost the society as a whole lessand
would be more efficient than the presel
proliferation of individual cars. But wh
good for General Motors is selling ﬂ”"!ﬁ
not subway and monorail systems. M ;
all the "good will" in the world, GM®
corporate stockholders cannot be EXp
ed to preside over the liquidation 90 =
their financial empire for the benefit oy
of society as a whole. i

Corporations find it cheaper (40 €58 .

Hlﬁlfﬂ'.
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ic stimulus) to deflile our air and water
with industrial wastes than to pay the
price of prevention of siafe disposal.
whatis needed is a drastic overhaul of the
industrial process going far beyond any of
the stopgap measures even contemplated
by the captains of industry and their
government. The Committee on Pollut-
ion of the National Academy of Sciences,
which warns that industrial air pollution

threatens human life on this planet,

has advised @ ban on the intemal combus-
tion engine, drastic revision of urban
water systemis, and a complete transform-
ation of city waste-removal. These, the
committee says, are only the first steps
that must be taken to save the environ-
ment .

Controls must be placed on the use ol
nitrate fertilizer, and on the growing

use of sulphur and mercury in various
branches of industry. There are dozens of
other substances that must be taken

out of ase or rigidly controlled, ranging
from phosphate detergents, to DDT and
other pesticides.

There are two key obstacles to such a
drastic reorganization of production,
both of them inherent to the captalist
system. The first is the unavailability of
funds on the necessary scale; the second
the unplanned character of capitalist
production as a whole which precludes
any genuine social planning of the kind
needed to tackle a job of this size.

The costs of really fighting pollution

are enormous. | have cited the New York
Times' estimate that it would cost more
than $ 100 billion to eliminate water
pollution alone. Washington has spent
perhaps double that amount on the war
in Vietnam, but it has never shown the
slightest disposition to allocate the same
kind of resources for social needs rather
than imperialist wars.

But money alone, even if it were avail-
able, will not solve the problem. This
requires overall industrial planning, incl-
uding the ability to set limits to product-
ion of certain items, and to sue social
capital to subsidize branches of industry
that would have to, of necessity, produce
permanently at a loss given the costs of
antipollution measures. Such planning
would have to be international as well

as national, for environmental despolia-
tion is not peculiar to any country. For
the capitalists this may appear to be an
argument for the inevitable exterminat-
jon of the human race, since their system
is organically incapable of profit in
production. The opposite is the case.

It is the most persuasive argument for the
abolition of a system in which the
wealth and power of the few is maintain-
ed only at the cost of a growing threat

to the health and even the lives of the
many.

Despite government and corporate efforts
to coordinate production plans and to
regulate economic acitivity, each comp-
any in the last analysis produces blindly
for an unknown market, and cutthroat
competition and cost-cutting rema ins
the rule at every down turn in the econo=
mic cycle. We need only look at
Nixon's virtual declaration of an inter-
national trade war in August to see how
empty is all talk of genuine planning on
the international scale. The same is no
less true on the domestic Ir?nt,a: futher

eppening of the business of moneiary
gﬁl:ﬂtwilFmveal only too clearly. The
first thing to be jettisoned by the harmied
corporate managers will be lpng-mnge
social projects such as pollution control
which threaten their ability to stay afloat
right here and now.

This is not to say that concessions cannot
be won short of a real solution to the
pollution problem. The a[lu!:iti!m _

of social resources under capitalism :;i
in large part decided by the rtlatimd P
of forces between the ruling class an
mass movements for social change.
Militant mass actions on the pattem of
the antiwar and women's liberation
movements ¢an win important partial
victories.

The ultimate solution to the ecology
crisis, however, is evident now. 18

we wish to have an environment which
can sustain life, we must wrest industry
out of the hands of those who put profit
before survival. The industrial plant th-
at has been created by the labor of tht;
working class must be taken over by the
workers themselves in the Irnmewm'k_of
a revolutionary transformation of m_;:ucmt-,r.
The new society we must create will be
rationally and dcmocr;lti::ﬂ]},_r Qlan{md
with the active political participation
of the great mass of people, to serve

the needs of the human species and

the environment we live in.

That society is called socialism.
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LETTERS

Letters are welcome but
please keep them below 400
words . We reserve the right

to abridge any letters longer
than this.

ANTI-APARTHEID REPLY

MOVEMENT

| am writing to comment on the extra-
ordinary attack on the anti-apartheid
movement and the stop-the-tours camp-
aign contained in the article by Chris
Graham (Anti-Racist Action) in Novem-
ber 1971 issue of your newspaper.

First a few facts that Chris Graham must
even grudgingly admit.

The anti-tour campaign did win. Chris
Graham accuses the CPA of "exaggerat-
ing" that success. Well, the cricket
tour was cancelled quite clearly because
of Lh@ of strong, multi-thousand
militant demonstrations. I]}E]m
of the first times that such a clear-cut
victory has been won by an action-orien-

ted mass movement over the Establish-
ment for many years.

The Moratorium did win a partial victory
although nowhere as clear-cut, when
the troops were withdrawn.

On the contrary SYA underestimates

and plays down, almost out of sour grapes
the victory won this year in the stop-the-
tours campaign.

Chris Graham states that "mass action
and noisy disruption alone would have
stopped the tour". A nice assertion, but
the facts, for those who were deeply
involved are clearly the opposite. The
massive mobilisationof police, which
made Rugby difficult and would have
made cricket impossible was due not
to the "Noisy disruption” but to the
physical attempts to get on the field
and stop the game.

As for Chris's "myth 2" - | can assure
him that those who have been penalized
by the courts for their action will not

be deterred from future action: we are
not so light in our beliefs or our deter-
mination to fight injustice.

This does, however apparently, reflect
the timidity inside the SYA itself.

The myth 3 of Chris Graham is based
on simple ignorance, resulting from
the fact that he and none of the SYA
were ever present at AAM planning
meetings. (lexclude one SYA comrade
at Sydney University from this. ) The
AAM never "mistakenly thought that
Hawke's boycott call would mobilise
workers, and failed to follow this up
by recruiting rank and file workers. "

"This", Chris gratuitously adds, "is due
to their inability to build a mass move
ment. L]

The AAM from the very beginning sought
always to inveolye the rank and file,
called on unions to hold rank and file
discussions on the ACTU call, and offer-
ed a panel of speakers which went out to
as many jobs as we could get to address.
It is a gratuitous insult to wnte as Chris
Graham did, and I hope he will withdraw
that statement.

2 L1} ﬂ_
Lastly, the whole allegation about mul
ismzy&nmmmums being hard-core
demonstrations. "

I and my CPA comrades never
Eﬁﬂyjed a jaint?mwement. but always
sp'gﬁs of December 10 being a joint
demonstration, mainly because of the
weakness, not of the anti-racist movem-
ent, but of the weakness of the anti-war
movement at the present time.

this
An attempt has been made to get
i:ie: off tiF:t ground, but we dropped it
because the SYA insisted that two demon-
ctrations, in a week of one another, were

Fnractica'l .

will c onclude by saying that such unwar-
lr.mtr.d attacks, based on ignorance and
lack of involvement in the antl-tm;'
campaign oaly m;k;s more difficult

onstruction of'imass movem

zhf:uftd aborigines and Papua-New gﬂiﬂ;i '
in which the militants who emerge ﬂan
acted in the anti-tour Hmp!lgttl mu
form a real and vital ingredient.

{an and "sour grapes’ attitude
Eﬁtﬁtduina{:hm Graham's utl;::le can
only make the $.Y.A. participation
more difficult, too- Dmu?pfam 2

_.-'l-I ‘.ﬂ z'_-) f?
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The first point that needs mention in
this incredible attack is the idea that
5.Y.A. has a sour grapes attitude. That
we would only "grudgingly admit” the
successes of the campaign. That we

are timid. It seems to us that we should
be able to discuss the tactics employed
by movem nts without being told we're
gutless or don't really want the campaign
to succeed. These slanders and methods

Denis seems to have acquired upon taking
his job with Tribune.

Along with this goes allegations of "in-
activity”". We have answered this myth
in Tribune where it first appeared. For
Denis to ignorantly make charges about
a National Campaign while centred in
Sydney is absurd.

We did not attack the Anti-Apartheid
Movement as Denis alleges. Our thesis
was a simple discussion of tactics and
went like this: we should not overestim-
ate how the victory was won. Firstly

the media largely built the movement.
Secondly, the organization of the move-
ment (in all centres) left a lot to be
desired in involving and mobilizing
people. Thirdly, cancellation of the
Cricket Tour (a vastly different form of
sport to Rugby) was inevitable with the
threat of noisy disruption. Therefore
provocations (smoke bombs, missiles,
etc. ) were unnecessary and caused mass-
ive arrests and we argue the cost need not
have been so high. (Witness the appeal in
Tribune for funds for the Communist Party
members arrested. What about these
without an organisation, Denis?)

Flowing from all this we would estimate
the success of the antiwar movement
differently from Denis' off handed dismiss-
al in view of the size of the task. (When
has a forced withdrawal from a war last
been accomplished? Russia 1917 was

but this has not happened too many times
since

Finally on the multi-issue question Denis
conveniently forgets that the March
Against Racism meeting voted over-
whelmingly against any kind of multi-
issue action. Apparently others think

as we do.

We can assure Denis that the clear
honest and realistic analysis we have
made of the movement only aids our
future participation in other mass move-
ments. We wish we could say the same
about Denis.

AGREEMENT

I would like to fan the flames of discont-
ent. I congratulate you on the _Na:.lremlger
issue of your paper "Direct Action which
contained many interesting and informat-
jve articles, with perceptive and critical
discussion of Australian politics.

| agree with the views expressed by Chris
Graham in his article, and | disagree
completely with the point of view out-
lined by Denis Freney in his article in
Tribune. [ also thought the article on
the crisis in education very much to the

point.
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I ep-:lc-se a cheque for $11, being a sub-
scription to Direct Action for 6 issues
and $10 for Direct Action Fund Drive,

Yours sincerely,

G.A,

Chatswood, N.5.W,

SOCCER TOUR

A Ii*laﬂet is being circulated in Melboume
calling for a demonstration against the

visiting Israeli soccer team on November
elst 1971,

The leaflet suggests that the [sraeli soccer
team has been selected in the same way

as the South African Springbok Rugby
and Cricket teams - on a racial basis.

This is not so - 8 of the 16 soccer members
are of Sephardi (Oriental Jew) origin.
These include, among others, Shlomo
Ninio, Menachem Sello, Yehuda Shar-
harbani and Jacob Halifa.

Further the leaflet purports that the Israeli
and South Africa are in cahoots to contain
Black Africa. Israel whether through self
interest or altruism, has consistently giv-
en aid, military and economiec, to Black
African nations, even to those who have
not supported her in the UN, eg. Tanzania
and Zambia, who are the leaders of the
fight against South African and Rhodes-
ian racism.

In the same vein, the leaflet writers
(annonymously) attempt to use the sup-
port of the Australian people for Draft
Resistance to arouse sympathy for a my-
thical draft resistance movement in
[sTael.

The facts are whether we like it or not,
that there are virtually no resistors in
Israel. Of the four DR's reported in our
press two have since joined the army, and
no further action has been taken against
the other two

Further more, the leaflet infers that the
Israeli "Black Panther" Movement can be
identified with its U.S. namesake. While
it is true that there are certain economic
problems facing Oriental Jews, the Israeli
“Black Manthers" remain the ardent sup-
porters of the most reactionary elements
inIsrael - Menachem Begin and Moshe
Dayan. The leaflet calls for support of
this movement because it falsely suggests
that these Black Panthers, together with
Arab workers are going to rise up in arms
against the Zionist Establishment. Not
only is this naive but contrary to the

facts - they are openly anti-Arab, sup-
porting the chauvinistic right wing in
Israel.

While there are many things for which
the Israeli Goyermment can be criticized,
bringing out a leaflet intentionally falsi-
fing the facts can only confuse those who
are anti-racist and who desire peace bet-
ween Arab and Jew. Not cnly does this
NOT weaken the reactionary Israel cir-
cles, but adds fuel to their arguments
against the Left,

We, asa of Jews concemed with
Pe:::e, angdr:t?tlement of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, feel it is our duty to
make the facts known to all progressive
RPeopis: Jonno Morris

For Radical Jewish Group

REPLY g

4
Jonno Monris states that eight out of the &

sixteen soccer team members were Or=

jental Jews. He thus concludes that S

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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CTED PROGRAMME FOR
:';ﬁg’rfm LIBERATION FRO)

T E SOCIALIST PROGRAMME AND §.Y .A .
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT IS NOT A YA, REGAKDE 8
R NDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLE, “Dﬁ ¥
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BANGLADESH

WE REPRINT THIS MANIFESTO FOR THE INFORMATION OF OUR READERS. s
THIS AS A WEAKNESS. HOWEVER THIS DOES NOT AFFECT OUR POSITION OF UN

-
&

The people of Bangladesh - v
are shedding their blood f have thed 4

youths to liquidate isolated enemies and |
or X
of land and for real natio every lnch

Pursuant to the recent historic call and IMMEDIATE TASKS replenish their armoury with arms snatched "There seems little doubt now that the

the directive of Maulana Bhasani, thf:‘ g e from the enemy as and when its scope and nal fﬂ'l!dom- Indian army has launched a series of
leader of the oppressed people, to unit- The immediate tasks of the Coordination opportunity arises. they shall continue to do 50 in the fy what can only be described as offensive

edly carry forward the liberation struggle, T
the representatives of the National
Awami Party (under the 1eadership

of Maulana Bhasani), Communist Revol-
utionaries ' East Bengal Coordination
Committee, the Communist Party of

East Bengal (under the leadership of
Deben Sikdar), the Shramik Krishak
Karmee Sangha, the Communist Party

of Bangladesh (Hatiar), the Purba Bangla
Krishak Samity, the Purba Bangla Shram-
ik Federation, Bangladesh Shramik

Fe deration, (East Pakistan Shramik
Federation), and the East Bangal Revolu -

Committee in the course of achieving
the objectives mentioned before, wuu!f:l
be to resist and annihilate the Pakistani
marauding forces. This task of ours is
great and arduous. Whereas the marauder
forces are militarily strong and the people
on the other hand do not possess arms,

the Coordination Committee believes
that it would be necessary to advance
through a protracted process by employ-
ing guerrilla tactics of war--of consolid-
ing our own strength while gradually
weakening the enemy. On the other

opérations at key parts along the 1300
mile East Palestine frontier." reported
Simon Dring for the Australian Tues.
Nov. 30.

All communications and supply
lines should be damaged and disrupted in
order to make it difficult for the maraud-
ing forces to have free movement, to
secure supply of arms and -ammunitions
and collect and distribute stores and pro-
visions and make it impossible for them
to continue administration and exploit-
ation unhindered.

: =
* This Coordination Committee pave e
deep resgect to those who haye ir:ﬁh A
martyred and expresses

those who have heen huﬁﬁiﬁﬁ" ftmﬁ i..x-ﬂa:' )
and lost their dear ones and aj) l:eluuﬁ |

in the national liberation struggle of L

Bangladesh. This Committee declares
its resolve for carrying on the struggle to i
securely rehabilitate in an ‘mnﬁpbnﬁ%’f" s
freedom and independence those pe dple e
who were forced to leave the ¢ Gl

What are the origins of this limited
invasion; what effects will it have on
the struggle for self determination of

the peoples of Bangladesh; and how
should a solidarity campaign in Australia
react? These are some of the questions
that are being sharply posed by the lat-

(c) fa order to gain the confidence est developments in Bangladesh.

and love ‘ofithe people, guerrillas should

; tionary Students' Union and other polit- E‘Ef}’f ?snfifidjﬂtﬁfﬂh?;ﬁﬁi: respect EBWP{E: help the people and :::-Ergaving had to suffer tremend f:;,: "The Indian government has found itself
' fcal and mass organisations met in 2 sure to be victorious in this war because PRI NG ‘pb‘a‘pe : ' &: confronted with a Palestine problem, "

conference and formed the "Bangladesh similar to that of Jordan's King Hussein:

;' ‘National Liberation Struggle Coordination

* This Coordination Committee sendsits the presence on its territory of a large
revolutionary greetings to the workers, R number of refugees deprived of their
peasants, students, youth of Bangladess, = homeland and waging an armed struggle
the members of the Bengai Regiment, to recover it.
E.P.R., Police, Ansars, Mujahids andall
5, those volunteers who, inspired by *i;-_:
(e) Those peoplé willingly rendering have been taking part in the national X
help to or cooperating with the Pakistan liberation struggle. B
Government and the Pakistani forces or 29
their agents in any way=po ﬁﬁ;ﬂh * This Coordination Committee expresses
economically or militagly-should be its heartfelt gratitude to the Indian people, o 2 e , 2
* particularly the people of West Bengal, to spread within the indian province o

the marauding forces are alien, barbarous (q) Side byjldwith the discharge of
N . TiCd F P - . Ex E R Fa© -
Committee”, and having unanimously ison to the 75 million people of Bangla- their military responsibilities, guermrilla

R adopted the following declaration, place Jesh. This Coordination Committee squads should ca’ﬁ:_i;gf;@&;;_mlitic al propag-
& jt before the people of Bangladesh. : ot enoestuin anda campaigns dmongthe people in
7 further het&’bﬁ;ﬁkﬂﬁm support of natianaf_{fﬁhﬁﬁﬁ_ﬂn struggle.

But the difference between the two situ-
ations makes Gandhi's position eyen more
precarious than that of Hussein.

"~ CALL FOR FORMATION OF NATIONAL
~ LIBERATION FRONT.

~ In the context of the present situation

& j - in Bangladesh we feel that the people

~ of Bangladesh should unitedly march on
.~ to struggle. It is the sacred duty of

The Nov. 18 Christian Science Monitor
rated that Bengali nationalism has began

----------

_ T treated as national enerﬂig\s;;ﬁ:i;_j&l{ter ]
1 e VERy political party dnd group, mass or- Gcanté . thorough investigation they shauld €ither Tripura, Assam and Meghalaya forthe }"rﬂt %:ng;l d Whle LE 2"‘“1"? HLhL S
B s toimedly panicipate in A0 it il Wil be liquidated or punished in'anyiother ~ help and cooperation thiey extendedto Lt ek
: ¥ i

the national liberation struggle andta.

manner on the basis of collec .
; ' the homeless evacuees of Bangladesh.

This political threat to Gandhi, combined
ion.

with the problem of feeding the refugees,
has prompted the govemment to undertake
military action to find a way of removing
the insurgent Bengalis from Indian territ-

ory.

~ the liberation struggle maintaning coh-
 esion and understanding between thems-
.~ elves, and with a vow to free the moth
- land from bondage. For this is the stru
~ gle of the whole nation, of the entire
. people. It is impossible to come out
 wictorious in a fight against the mara
~ armed forces well-equipped with modéss
‘weapons, without the participation of &
- the entire people. It is from this basi¢
* realisation that Maulana Bhasani, the s il
‘leader of the oppressed people, gavehis: = S#EE0l 328 ition struggle
call and directive in pursuance of whik AT : ;
esentatives of several political

* This coordination Committee callsupoa
the Sindhi, Baluchi, Pathan add Punjabi =
people, especially to their workers, peas=
. ants and the toiling masses, to buildupa =
‘dtrong mass movement against genocide

]

‘i;&nmmitted by the fascist military juntd

10. Stringent measures shouldbe taken
against those who carry on campdigns, -

overtly or covertly to undermiitie the
morale of the people. el

But up till now fear that a revolutionary

war would engulf the#¥tire subcontinent

- of Pakistan in Bangladesh and in suppot had thus far persuaded both new Delhi and
'ﬁi the liberation struggle of Bangladesh. Islamabad to hesitate at full scale war. ..

= S e The unwillingness of both capitals to allow

. This Coordination Committee appeals their various nationalities to exercise the

Wﬁll freedom-loving people, all demac- right of self determination had acted as

11. Sternest measures should be taken
through People's Liberation C @ 92
the villages to punish those tngﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ
dacoity, hooliganism and other anti=
social activities taking advantage @
the plight of the people.

SRR e
: e : _ of the world, to a break.
irties , groups individuals, mass o an all- aaean ratic and Socialist States _ :
B e o 12. Severe punishment should be meted extend all-out help to the ““““’“E‘w' has India decided to act now? The
. together on 15t June, 1971 and fc out to those who indulge in any commum.  ation struggle of Bangladesh. WeRHE Anever lies in developments in Bangladesh
Bangladesh National Liberation St al activities, provocations or propaganda nexhaustible human resources; all we e :.tr;:;ffer ies in develop g

¢ed are weapons, money, Provisions;

o e . g In March, 1971 the Mukti Bahini (Liber-

- cordinati pt ion Forces) was a very lcose gathering
Tce ation CommitteR Eoay : ?:;:iil‘lg from ]r.he dissem?’tinu of %he loya-
list Awami troops and police units. It
consisted of a nucleus of some 13, 000
police and troops, with a fringe of 30, 000
peasants. (See DA No. 11- P

Contribufe
to the

~ Coordination Committee. The i
objective of this Coordination Ca
- 15 to take the liberation struggle for
~ to success on the basis of a definite |
. programme and line of action keeping
~ close contact and maintaining full
- coordination with Bangladesh Gove
~ and all the forces engaged in the Ii
. don struggle. We believe thata'w
' umited national liberatics
2d through the cooperati
§, opinions and individus
or the success of the natig
strugele of Bangladesh.
reason that we,on behalf
‘ation Committee, appeal:

in order to divide and disrupt the
ation struggle. B

er 13. In towns and urban areas gueréfif#
activities based on "hit-and-run'' tdctics
should be carried on to disrupt the enemy
and keep them constantly engaged in

the spell of disturbance. 7

ﬁﬂ%ﬂhm to carry on unitedly the nat- YN
onal liberation struggle forward to m“-‘ &l

T. mﬂﬂmmment of Banglad!_s!l a-.;:ﬁ
111 the forces engaged in the National
1ibération Struggle. "

>l
P

.
This Coordination Commitie€ sends
ﬂmﬂlgﬁl to all political pa:ﬂﬂ::; et
ing the Awami League, class mduidﬁ'c'f
sations as well as to all PARECE i)
€ of Bangladesh irrespective of L=

wightt

». 14. Connections with the administfﬁj;ﬁ‘a
- n.and all other systems of the military ¢
“rulers should be severed by all sectigns
f the people. %

.-._g
‘s

C
--l/

T Thijs_ Coordination Cummittee%l, =
the clariSiveall to the working clafSof

; loving political parties e oo de S R language and
; i) ;. " Bangladesh £o'ipllow up thei fan ~  feligion, creed, languag auling
: Awami League, groups, 1 = of stru ﬁl&ﬁdm:&i t_hi rp:l:;g . to.unitedly f.igi':t and uproot the r ® B h.n.
clag-based organisations 4 ~ deadlogk in the ecenomy now 1Iar£h " of Pakistan from the soil of Bangladt “ I u I '
d al ‘1‘ tﬂ f mc_h a o P igin et I T SR CLE AT e - e 1, '.-'E_.' I-"i:___,t i 3 g

e G g o R through 2 peo le's "Hal'b'f farming'l
o &Emhnwuqm R e Imgr,?{u BPEREHDN FRONT". This
DLERDE:MB!"“QH : Con fitam is firmly cuuﬁnc#d tha

§ TR e e D i Nakiega ]l Liberation struggle b:msgulf :
~ In this situation, beset in a junctiire of ~ struggle of the entire people cén t
~life and death, inspired by cur conscience . taken forward to a final decisiv® i
- todo onr dities to dea. motherland and E"a well-consolidated and united S
| “ﬁgg}xﬁéﬂm h Natfonal Liber. ©  Liberation Front capable of fulflliss

angla .
”CWnﬂim,Cdﬂxfﬁ&eef hopes and aspirations of the entire P ,

“control
ol 7 The Mukti Bahini is fighting for the
liberation of Bangla Desh from West Pak-
istani military oppression. Give t-:: the
Bangla Desh Solidarity CommItiee 2
collection for the Mukt Bahini. Join
the Melboume B.D,5.C. Application
fees $1 for individuals, 50¢ students,

45 organizations. Al donations etc. to
P.O. Box 87 Carlton, VIC, 3053.

. The ultimate aim and cbjective
- Coordination Committee is to fiy
- desh from the clutches of the n
‘bandits and to establish on its
i #‘W y, decent, democratic s

atde

~ anti- alist, anti feudal e places the following declamation with i
& nnopoly capital in charact ., on before the people of Bamgls- £1GHTING PEOPLE OF BANGLA BES VTR e R
will be really free frc et Lot 3%*-.‘.1"’*‘?9_-”1_ fréeédom-loving people A death-defying war - the war
"f.;gﬁhnld exploitation and opy of.ﬂm\-tmldf e ence - is Eﬂj:;ﬂ on in the whp,uuﬂn:fa i d
i and usurers, whe B W*Cﬂ:ﬂinatim Committee declares desh, We have all BEceeuy wiﬂ‘lm lﬂ'ers wnhnu

~ mights over land will be established? =

death-defying war to do away

its'tiem resolve to establish an "Independ-  jnqits suffered by a humiliated P. |

racial discrimination does not apply here

- where the worker will have the gu rd over the poor and

ﬁﬁi‘isci;'terﬂting to note that the Radical

i Jewish Group doesn't mention the ex-
& clusion of Palestinian Arabs. They com-
| prise approximately 200t of the countrys

- ham : rd over the poor and ent, ‘Sovereisn People's Re - hon . bs in the team,
B s e 1ot i G agHcutousal 1aboarl, Banglidemh® sesisting il Bcatiny he (e the subject motherlast T iorey Py e e Fainaticn aykine
" bersof his Ian;ﬂ?; where the cttrs R ] S R ﬂ]c?]rlnr::dtﬁéu}migﬁf iBcthig harson, rape of gfﬁ]?ﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁ' 1:?11'1::‘“de af Oriental Jews is tocial and ecm?mfi&nh
e - ¥ . b b Er ot 2 L'.’q,-_.-l._._ - . 3 g e <L J n and o . " .. 'I . n

. employment will not be there; whe ¢ B FED 1?!‘57'-‘Hﬁ ration C ouncils of the - Mmdsse from Bit:slfd::]: tii;i?ﬁt(é’ let us pounce with arms upon cherti rather than legal as is the case

1 d o ily *jr i

 the student will have a universal,’
ratic system of education based op
~ where for the intellectual there wi
o m fullest opportunity to develop hi
‘creative genius; where every citizen

who have killed our fathers ‘n’du’;]ﬂ
brothers and sisters, sons and d:‘ i
who have defiled the chastty the -
mothers and sisters; let us turn 0 1 F’:

: and hali=eass
enemies with buming rﬂ"—'ﬂﬁewng‘ [ HE

will ook after a1l the properties ~ the maraud

es will 1ook after a1l the pi i rauders of the fascist

the ciﬁm qf,ﬂaggl,ftde&.yfhg were 0 unta of Pakistan, who dre ﬂ-;n:j:i:;g?;

npelied o leave the country, of imperialisn, feudalism and moneps]y
: and big capitalists, :

ey o

B S s ]
. A self-religot, self-sufficient economy

population and a much larger proportion

will have com ceé in e _ . ST By e .

itical, culr:ma?l:rt:i 2?{2’1’;‘1‘32 € in \:him mﬁhmm pgﬁlt up in th-{z mradi.sl.uai_]rjeas 4 !I his Coordination Committes takes the and liilpcﬂljmnéuﬂw:‘;?t::tk:; victe - if the occupied territories are mn:I;l‘ﬂEd-

In this society will be estahlishcii}_ ; ; o S e A _llg_j“-m!_!nts Qor Dut= salemn pledge to "-l.l‘l.itédly ca f - Dur ood. rs 1 of the marauds | One can mw conclude that even IVir-.
e . 1 ’-‘ it ﬂnﬂ h ¥ i . i L i , : ; "I } ﬂma g ] L: ] . The dﬂ['z ﬂ-t B .! 4 L 3 ¥

freedom and dignity of women, | Uhx R s 0 Sl = At o ookss the anned national Uberation iln;n;’::é;ttlf:j forces is inescapables o Morris and his friends wouldn't deny

ion dnd development of gottage industries

! ¢ e dahiodined 1 X Stru glc now, =l i Ao ; ﬂ;“"-* BT i imination againﬂ.
f, ﬂlﬁ System taking recourse to a on the basis e mutual aid and mutual i R L Independence is sure to dawn on B : Ty official Ziguist SLELE

which affected the selection of

mm “ declares 1ts . :
o R T = ﬁﬂ‘ ,.": 1 e o k
ifural methods and develgpmen |  cooperation”. VRN (o Tl s, ose BBt~ desh. g Areky

mr a self-reliant econt .?w ~tru-wgi'_ i fack pnal libe ratign SWﬂ— Ly the team. d e tAl dis

g 1 i R ks : BEZIC W wmnia able co 3 ; i . ; & =
prﬂimﬁtﬁmtr? will be buile i B. In the sphere of education and culture, - sacrifice-and sends ;T:.'jr:hi COUAE LONG UIVE THE INDEPmDmthGM" We KR Ecmnmmm:fl}crtd by Ori-
fiomt, for the entire people théfewillbe  national image will be imbued to the o e chem its warizewolst  EIGN PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF crimination of the type il
:umuﬁmm P eranter of fmdizl‘#-'; S} complete exclusion of the current modes Gl DESH! T ential Jews in I el 5 9a8 'I-'If:_t nwﬂi&c‘!:ar !
& 'Ed""‘-‘-'fau“ﬂr meda}:al ,f-_iﬂilitie::__".- of education and influence of cormupt * This Coordination Co : EVOL- .' express itsell in b i 1 Igmmhﬂ

m l'hﬂs:l.{!. needs u[ lﬂﬂ- ,Thiﬂ wlul tultun'. 14010 L ommittiee tak'ﬂl IDI\.L: li“-"r I:" PEDPLE'S_ ﬂRh{ED R terms (wi'l.‘-"lﬂiﬂ the diL'Pﬂl'Po‘tlm# EUt the

the vow to defeat all int
HENE feat : emal and forefon ITION, A -La GLE!
conspiracies aimed at ¢ ompromise :umlE UTIONAR S ERES

"'-]":‘!TJ-\" declares thar this et TS . htﬂﬁﬂ g
I s 1g 1lp Shﬂu : : al u . X
['ll',_ﬂL cease ‘.]I! [le. T'H-!I'QI-Udlni.; ]‘.?ﬁ:cﬂ 'Bilngi-ﬂ.d{'hh Nat—lm an‘miﬂps__"-.

C
lljl-‘--l'ui 1J“L fr‘-—‘”!l l!lf S‘l_lil kii Bf.'.l‘li-‘.‘]\-*".l{ “h
Y ) = sl g

be a Bangladesh for the workers, peagant-
tp-iii:n.g people, middle -classes 'aﬁﬂu Y,
patrictic section of the bourgeois-a
people's Bangladesh.
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of Black sportsmen in US team).
social qualification to become 4 go

{a) Small guerrilla squads ghould b
q e soccer player is fairly low and thus 5

organised in the villages with peasints,
workers, students and other militant g Struggle Coordin e 3
June 1, 1971. '
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MUKTI BAHINI GAINS

Initially it was poorly armed and organized
and seemed destined for oblivion. Yet
basing itself upon the desires of the peoples
of Bangladesh and expressing these long-
ings in action, the Mukti Bahini has proved
more than a match for the Yahga's butch-
ers.

In July the publishing of a provisional
programme of the NLF of Bangladesh
(printed above) showed that the Bahini
was a revolutionary force struggling for

l&hEShright of self determination for Bangla-
esh.

The New York Times claimed that the
Mukti Bahini was gaining support and
recapturing some temritory: "To these
areas, the villages are returning. 'The
Mukti Bahini are here, so we are here.
We are safe now' said cne farmer."
Morale amongst the guerrilla was high
and resistance seemed to be firmly im-
planted in widespread sections of East
Bengal.

As the atrocities of Yahya's marauders
continued, refugees continued to pour
into India (at a rate of about 20, 000 per
day in early November) and it has been
estimated that at least 30% of the popu-
lation of nearly all towns in East Bengal
are missing.

Naturally the bittemess of the peoples of
Bangladesh stiffened and began to tum
into active hostility. GCuerrilla activity
was stepped up rapidly and Yahya was
unable to crush the movement, which
was strong enough to organize successful
and continuous attacks on Dacca's power
station and ships in the part of Chittagong.
The razakars, a paramilitary civilian
force composed of West Pakistans and
right wing Bengali collaboration were
being armed only with singleshot rifles
for fear that automatic arms would fall
into the hands of the Mukti Bahini.

The extent to which the Mukti Bahini
had developed and organized was revealed
in the Nov. 6 which estimates ﬂ',t:'_al: the
Mukti Bahini controlled at least 5 of East
Bengal and now claimed a force of some
100, 000. Even in the heart of occupied
territory Pakistani control was tenuous.

The same newspaper carried a story on
Nov. 13 "One gets that impression that
the group Mukti Bahini, generally regard-
ed as loose and undisciplined, is now
fairly well organized along the lines of

g V.a
R
| .

cracli saccer team contained a large
Lumh:r of oriental Jews. The discrim-
{nation against the Sepharadim is never-
theless quite real. A recent example .
was the visiting 1sraeli Dance Company:
Only one (%) of its members was an .
Oriental Jew. The dance company clam
from the Hebrew Univenity of Jerusalem.
Very few Oriental Jews reach the U;w:-r—
sity compared with Furopean Jews. a:t“
ually, the Univerity itself di::rimln:m
against oriental Jews. Every six ;g‘md
it sacks its entire cleaning staff R
whom are oriental Jews and then imm -
jately re=hires them again. The m;mm
This practice stops these emp!wuéﬂ r:m
becoming permanecnt. Thus, the L
sity does not have to offer free tui e
their children. Similar social dilﬂc m
ation is repeated throughout the length
and breadth of lsraeli life.

2 "
t is true that some s@m -

oot a1l as Mr. Morris alleges) SpECE

right wing ""“:t:%ﬁ;: cause is derived

i (=11
?;T;u:: recognition of their

on.
.n 1 - y e I 2 o
rthermore the inability of petwle Bke S e

RROVE: Bengalis demonstrating 28

the Indian and Pakistani armies.

Thr_-_MuI*.‘ti Bahini is divided into two
sections, each responsible for activity
in a specific region of East Bengal."

“When travelling with guerrilla agents

in Dacca and elsewhere, an elaborate
system of signals and cladestine arrange-
ments smoothed the way past any potent-
ial military obstacle. Seemingly the
entire population other than the West
Pakistani troops are in on the conspiracy.

Communication between guerrillas is
said to be very "rapid and reliable."”

One guerrilla demonstrated the Mukti
Bahini fight to the end regardless of what-
ever compromises might be worked out
behind the backs of the Bengals'. "As
far as we are concemed" he said "Sheik
Mujib is dead. Once he fell into the
hands of the enemy he died as leader of
the Bengali independence. If he were
released as a result of some deal with the
slamabad government, he would want us
to kill him, and we would kill him".

Railways, mines and communication
networks have been paralysed by the
guerrillas. But perhaps the most significant
achievement of the liberation fighters has
been their success in eliminating the raz-
akars as an effective instrument of Yahyas
terror- This irregular force was largely
responsible for driving several million
Hindu Bengalis out of East Bengal. A
Mukti Bahini spokesman has described
them as a demoralized group - hundreds
have surrendered to guerrillas and joined
the revolutionary forces.

Those that remain serve a dual function.
First, they take the pressure off the Mukti
Bahini , since Yahya doesn't invade where
they operate. And secondly the remnants
of the razakars give military information
to the guerrillas.

Added to these problems Yahya faces the
troubles following from the economic crisis
triggered off by the war. Workers are con-
tinually going on strike and at present it
seems that Yahya “cannot sustain the mil-
itary, economic and social costs of trying
to put down virtually the entire population.
But just as Yahya is not willing to concede,
defeat yet, so the Bengalis who have suff-
ered hundreds of thousands of casualities
are not likely to be amenable to exchange
Pakistani dominance for India tutelage.

Dayan or Begin to solve the Oriental Jews
lems is going to make them chall-

enge the whole nature of the Zionist state

which is the rootcause of their oppression.

's relationswith Black Africa are
llﬁéﬁisdr:ly‘in:m. Foreign aid has been
an instrument of imperialism for a long
time. In Israel's case it is eyen more
blatant for several reasons. ';dh o

1 is a net receiver of aid hersell.
',uls“;ite a few of the "aid" projects
are "third party arrangement v ith I.mel
playing the role of the middle man for |
the us- 2 4 . et ...-
b) Israel’s military aid has been dire
%n}cmnter revolutionary directions, the
classical cases being training of paratro
ers for the nmmwm A
of Zaire (Congo) and the rol
in the overthrow of Pr

India's policy is aiming at establishing !

a "friendly and independent East Pakistan™
with a govemment that will no doubt diver
struggle from reaching the climax of 2
united East and West Bangal.

The critcial nature of the struggle with
respect to bourgeois "status quo” can be
seen from the concern with which both the
Imperialist and Stalinist powers are follow-
ing the situation. China and U,S, have
both indicated "support” for Pakistan whils
the Soviet Union has of late been supplyin;
arms to India. Any solidarity move ment
in Australia must look behind the military
-diplomatic machinations of the U.5.A .,
U.5.5.R., China, India and Pakistan and
find in the continuing struggle of the Beng:
people for self determination, the formula
and tactics to be employed in promoting
the success of that struggle. ;

Sydney
Committee
Formed

The first meeting of the Sydney Bangla
Desh Solidarity Committee was held

at Sydney University on Friday, November
12. The meeting adopted the AICD
proposed set of aims in spite of wamings
by S.Y .A . comrades that the aspirations
and aims of Bangla Desh could no longer
be seen in terms of simply supporting the
Awami League. S5.Y.A. called for
solidarity with the National Liberation
forces as an essential part of any camp-
aign.

Unfortunately no clear perpectives for
mass action were adopted and the form
of the Committee (separate autonomous
committees not immediately responsible
to the whole) will take any coordinated
activity more difficult. But with events
moving £o fast reality should intervene
and allow a strong campdign to be mount-
ed in defence of Bangla Desh.

Melbourne
Bangladesh

Every friday at the city square at 4p. m.

Collection taken up for the Mulkti
Bahini

Speakers on the present political situ-
ation and the origins of the conflict
in Bangla Desh.
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A new generation of Spanish workers, no
longer weighed down by the conscious
betrayvals of the Russian Stalinists and the
defeat of 1936-1937 are rising with 1n-
creasing militancy and political under-
standing.

Prior to 1970 an uneasy equilibrium of
forces was in existence. The traditional
conservative elements were too weak to
halt the evolving and in general non-
revolutionary movement of the working
class but too strong to fall prey to inner
decay. The mass movement was too
strong to be suppressed, but too weak to
over throw the dictatorship spontaneously
without effective revolutionary organi-
zation.

This evolutinnary process has been weak -
ening the traditional reactionary forces
while reinforcing the working class. It
has received stimuli from the spasmodic
and abrupt explosions especially the
strikes of 1962, the most important Spain
has seen since the Civil War.

This evolutionary development of recent
years have undoubtedly delayed the revol-
‘ution. Economic growth has created a
margin, however narrow, for improving
the standard of living. But, above all,
this development has fostered illusions
about a more or lessimreversible "liberal-
ization" of the regime, illusions which
only experience, that is time, could wipe
out. But this same evolutionary develop-

- ment has also prepared the ground for a

revolution that will be more deep going

- and thorough than that of the Civil War.

The reyolution will cut the more deeply
“insofar as this evolutionary "solution',
more and more directly counterposing the

~ ©Iwo great antagonistic social forces emer-
~ ging from the transformation of old Spain

—--the big bourgeoisie on one side and the

~ proletariat on the other.

- 1970 witessed the turning point in forces,

- for the largest mass political strikes since
1936 have sent the regime into deeper
crisis. For the first time since 1936 the
urban petti bourgeoisie has lined up in

- mass on the side of the proletariat.

._f'!n_:tpjd-May "elections" were held for

- workers' delegates to be seated in the
‘corporatist - fascist "trade unions" ---

- umions are rigidly controlled by the Franco
~ regime.

' *.I_lu: effort over the last ten years by certain
~ Anti-Franco groups to operate inside these
~ unions has been neutralised by the count-

-thrust of repression by the Fascist police
After allowing the protest movements to
‘move into legal channels, police always

- mdnaged to arrest the oppositionist worker
‘activists when they figured that the time

@s ripe, thereby periodically wiping out
ntire networks of workers' organizations.

-

e

Jrawing lessons from these developments,

d taking advantage of a clearly changed
itionship of forces within the working

- class between the vangnard groups and the

- relormist tendencies, most of the extreme

ars official Francoist propagand:
sought to attract the biggest pnssih’l:

1g opposition delegates, the Francoists as

- The results proved 2 remarkable vict

~ for the boycott representing a defeat for

' 4-:'-':;-#-‘ - fzh

&

Cuemica 1937 by Picasso.

a way of boistering support for 3
~ ment candidates. ViR el

For a Socialist Spain!

Francoism and revealing the growing
politicization of the Spanish working
class. It was this politicization that
came again to the surface with the _,
strikes in defense of the Basquulpohuca!
prisoners at the beginning of this yedr.

In the Basque country, Even the Fran-
coist press had to report "50 percent
abstaining”. The real picture is quite
different. In the main Basque u_-ndu;tnal
centre, Bilbao, average abstentions
topped 70 percent, with the key fJactcnni:'s
reaching the following totals: 80% at
Naval (shipyards), 80% at Altos Hornos
(smelting), over 8B0% at Firestone and
General Electric. In Madrid over half
the workers at the two biggest factories,
Pegoso (autos) and Standard Electric,
boycotted the elections, despite strong
government pressure and the fact that
these are CP strongholds.

In Cateclonia, and especially in Barcelona
and its industrial suburbs, abstentions
surpassed 77% in some instances (ie: 70%
at Harry Walker, 100%¢ at Factory No 5

of SEAT (Fiat), 100% at Telefonica,

9% at Indo, 80%¢ at Faema, and so
forth. )

In many towns "boycott committees"
were set up in the shops, forming a
united front of representatives from most
far left groups. Comrades from the Trot-
skyist Liga Communista Revolucionaria
(LCR -~ Revolutionary Communist League,
formerly called the "Comunismo"group)
took part in these committees. They
also called on these groups to organize
street demonstrations during election
week urging a boycott thereby encourag-
ing the workers by showing that the ~
fascist no longer controlled the streets.

Although several groups responded
favourably to this call, the LCR comrades
were almost alone in taking to the streets
on May 18. Yet they were amazingly
successiul. They carried off demonstrat-
ions of 500 and 100 in Bilbao---spirited
demonstratiofs under red banners,

guarded by self defence squads who man-
aged to keep all demonstrators from being
arrested. To have mobilized more than
1,000 revolutionaries in the streets while
operating as a clandestine movement
signifies a remarkable accomplishment.

On September, 13 in Madrid 20, 000
construction workers struck responding to
4 call from several underground trade
union organizations. The strike began

In the moming and at that time involved

. 12,000 workers. During the aftemoon

when it became known that police had
killed a worker who was distributing
strike leaflets the number of strikers
swelled to 20,000. This was the second
wnﬂ;::r militant shot by police in one
week.

On September 8 a youth was shot in the
leg while distributing leaflets calling on
workers to strike for a daily wage of 400
pesetos (US $6), a forty five hour week,
and one month vacation. Some of the

e ._:%Wmi called for a boycott leaflets were signed by the underground

workers' committees and other by the
socialist General Union of Workers.,

on tum out, the CP in hope of elect-

Th::-_ crisis of our epoch includes that of
Spain, r.'l::l:- necessity for a revolutionary
leadership to give the stirring Spanish
masses revolutionary exXpression, to
ia.i'd}fu!ly uphold their will and guide
Spain to a socialist victory. :

Peter Graham, a well-known figure amo-
ng the Irish young left, was shot to death
Octcber 25 in his apartment in Dublin.
His comrades among the Young Social-
ists, a broad radical grouping, could

offer no definite opinions about who the
Killer or killers might be. The twenty-
four-year-old revolutionist was believed
to have no personal enemies. All sections
of the left deplored his tragic death.

Graham's funeral October 30 was attend-
ed by a considerable number of radical
youth, including Bemadette Devlin,
member of parliament for mid-Tyrone.
Tarig Ali, a leader of the International
Marxist Group, the British section of

the Fourth International, gave the
oration.

We reprint below the statement of the
Political Committee of the International
Marxist Group on the assassination of
Comrade Graham.

The Fourth International has suffered a
severe blow with the assassination of
PETER CRAHAM. The Fourth Internat-
ional has suffered its first death in the
current stage of the Irish Revolution; the
Irish working class has suffered yet another
loss in its long history of struggle against
British rule.
Comrade Graham had a long period of
political activity hehind him in Ireland.
Starting as 2 member of the Connolly
Youth movement he rapidly evolved
towards Trotskyism, becoming a member
of the Irish Workers Group and a founder
member of the League for a Workers'
Republic and the Young Socialists.
During a period of stay in Britain comrade
Graham joined the Fourth International
and played the fullest role in the devel-
opment of its British section. His work in
the journalistic andnechnical production
of the newspaper "The Red Mole", in
particular will be remembered by all
comrades of the Intemational Marxist
Group. Comrade ‘Graham's contributions
-0 che unalysis of the Irish Revolution
were of inestimable help in arming the
I.M.G. against the pressures of British
chauvinistic attitudes to Ireland, and in
consequence, in aiding the organisation
in 1ts activities in solidarity with the Irish

Testimony in two S.A . political trials

has exposed the régime as an organizer
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Revolution. The murder of s
Graham is therefore feltrp:fnfm' . =
ief:pl'{‘ by the Britich Left. ¥

er his valuable work in i
under the direction of the Fﬂmmﬂﬁﬂ _
tional, comrade Graham mwﬁ G
Ireland to establish an Irish sectiomof
the Fourth Intemnational. He comectly
saw this as completely complementary
to his work in aid of the Irish Republiczs
Army, Saor Eire and all those mm
against British imperialism and the Irigh ‘
bourgeoisie. Comrade Graham played
the most active role postible in organis o
ing assistance for those fighting against
British rule in the North of Ireland for :
the defence of victims of the the repres-
ion of British imperialism and the react- i
ionary Fianna Fail regime. Comrade
Graham's role in this wotk, and his i
exemplary physical courage led to a
recognition of his activities by all sect-
ions of the Irish republican and working
class movement. Delegations from the
IRA and from all militant sections of
the Irish socialist movement attended
his funeral. Comrade Graham's work
in building an Irish section of the Fourth
Intermnational was moving rapidly to sicc-
ess when he was murdered. When an
Irish section is established the crucial
role in its formation will, beyond all
doubt, have been playedbycma&e_
Graham. '
The circumstances surrounding the
assassination are extremely dubious.
We note that the murder has been condem-
ned by all sectons of the Republican mo=
vement and by the organisations of the
Irish working class. In these‘cin:um
nces, and in view of its previous recort
of repression, the gravest suspicion must
fall on the reactionary Fiannd o
government and the police apparatus 68 =
the twenty-six countiés. the
We extend our fullest condolences to i
relatives and friends of C“}'“ﬂde Gﬁhl' }
Following this severe political 0S¥
express our renewed solidarty Wi e
comrades of the Young S:ncﬂ_limwn--_-
particularly of the Marxist Dis 3
Group. The building of the Irish R
of the Fourth Intemational will be . de
ired b}r the work and memory of \eors
Peter Graham! by

LONG LIVE THE IRISH REVOLUTI
LONG LIVE THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL!

Fiha

of frame ups, practiticner of
murderer of prisoners: .
. B
The very Reverand Gmwllcgg"::
Beytagh, Anglican Dean OIer 1 of four
was found guilty on Novem cm Al 1
counts of violation of the t€ {n el
He was sentenced to five Yeiﬂpen
and released on $14, 000 bal tted ﬂfz NS
; . The dean was “q“iwhlch -
of the 10 counts against him o
shows the flimsiness of the F::t c_]ﬂlf : 2
case. [n passing sentemc €, Allie,
justice of the Transvaal, Pewideﬂﬂ‘. h
conceded that there wWas |:|.ﬂ d any F
ffrench-Beytagh {]'imd lt:m’te
toc specific ac
SJidﬂtT:;:-r:i]Elﬂ' Ifad gﬂcnruriigfd PtﬂP
"contravene the laws of

thereby mppaﬁjng violent et

1.

The actual charges the
guilty of were:

.m =
*possession of pamphlets belonging L
1‘.'!’1:." bammed hh_]:c_.lnp?,;;timﬂ] Cm'mgm:m}= i -
(ANC), the S.A. Cammun}ﬂ .
and other illegal organizationss J

*encouraging "violence at a me

in the words of the judﬂf L

of the 5., DBluck Sash, a liberal women's
ETaaLij.

‘Incitement of ugent provocuteur Louis
Ilenry Jordaan to tike part in a violent
uprising against the state.

+ distributing money to the families
of political prisoners on behalf of the
illegal Aid and Defense Fund.

The first and the third charges were shown
to be fraudulent during the trial, and no
evidence was introduced to support the
second. But apparently the government
considered that it could not afford to
sentence 4 man to 5 years in prison simply
on the charge of distributing charity.

The dean was found innocent of the major
charges against him - that he formed

a secret organisation, participated in a
decision taken by overseas branches of
the ANC and CPSA to give aid to
revolutionists in Mozambigue, prepared
literature propogating the need for
violent revolution and advocated the
need for sabatage at the Black Sash meet-
ing. Also that he had advocated viclent
revolution at a meeting at the South
African Council of Churches.

The fate of prisoners in S.A, was reveal-
ed August 16 when the trial of 13 mem-
bers of the Unity Movement opened in
Pietermaritzberg. Twelve of the accused
submitted affidavits stating that they
had been tortured by the secret police.
Mthayeni Cutshela who was arrested in
Dec. 1970 and originally named in the
same indictment, was tortured to death
by the secret police. His son has said
that Cutshela was brought back to his
village in a coffin last February. Other
prisoners report that he died under elect-
ric shock torture.

The 13 prisoners are charged with seeking
to overthrow the government by force

of arms, collecting money to send people
abroad for military training, and inciting
at least 32 persons to undergo military
training. They were seized by police

in nation wide raids conducted by the
Vorster regime last February, 10.

Some of the arrests have been carried
out under the Terrorism Act, others
under Proclamation R 400 which decrees
a permanent state of emergency in the
Transkei, one of S.A.'s Bantustans.
Under the terms of the proclamation
any person considered likely to

commit an offense can be indefinitely
detained without trial.

Despite the vicious repression in the
country, Black resistance to apartheid
rule continues. The trial of the Unity
Movement members is one stage in a
long series of persecutions of revolution-
ists. But with the ffrench-Beytagh trial,
South Africa's rulers have demonstrated
that they cannot liquidate revolutionary
activity, they can only try to condemn
the families of political prisoners to
starvation.

T AT

Demonstration at South African embassy in

London protested the trial of the Dean of

Johannesburg & trial of 13 in Pietermaritzburg.
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DIRECT ACTION DECEMBER 1971

BOLIVI

(The following excerpts from a letter by
Hugo Gonzilez M. appeared in the Oct.
16 issuc of Rouge, the weekly newspaper
of the Ligue Communiste, published in
Paris. Gonzalez is the general secretary
of the Partido Obrero Revolucionario
(Revolutionary Workers party, the Boliv-
ian section of the Fourth International. )

(---) The fascist coup d'etat, which we
have consistently denounced, was directed
more against the revolutionary masses

and their vanguard than against Torres and
his regime. Once again the army has
made a sharp turn, abondoning reformism
in favour of pure and simple armed vio-
lence aimed at checking the revolutionary
process. This time, on the basis of pre-
vious experiences the army obtained the
prior consent of the two bourgeois parties:
the MNR (Movimiento Nacionalista Re-
volucionaria - Revolutionary Nationalist
Movement) and the ultraright FSB (Falange
Socialista Boliviana - Bolivian Socialist
Phalanx). The army, not these parties,

i5 in control.

It 1s interesting to note how the different
sectors of the bour geoisie mobilized in
suppert of the coup. The Brazlian, Ar-
gentinian, and Paraguayan armed forces
all intervencd. Troops from these count-
ries crossed the Bolivian border, readyto
partition the country and declare an auto-
nomous region in eastern Bolivia (the de-
partments of Beni, Santa Cruz, and Tarija)
if the Bolivian army proved incapable of
handling the situation in the Altiplano.

The centers of violent struggle were La
Paz and Santa Cruz. The rapid mobiliz-
ation of the entire army, 30, 000 troops
with all their arms, was the factor deter-
mining the fate of the rest of the country.

In Santa Cruz the punitive actions carried
out by the Rangers were savage. The
number of dead and wounded is not known;
on this, the regime has maintained silence.
But a reasonable estimate would be more
than 500 deaths among students, workers,
and peasants. The repression was typically
fascist. The chief of the Rangers, Colonel
Selich, who is now minister of the interior,
believes that the only good Communrist is a
dead Communist, and he adds that all those
who don't agree with him are themselves
Communists. In Santa Cruz people were
massacred, shot, and are still being shot,
for the "crime" of belonging to our party,
to the MIR (Movimiento de Izquierda Re-
volu~ionaria - Movement of the Revolut-
ionary Left), the pro-Chinese CP, or the
ELN (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional -
National Liberation Army).

A leader of the MIR told me that all
the cadres of their Santa Cruz regional
organization were executed. It seems
that the fate of our regional leadership
has been thesame.

We have not been able to contact anyone
in Santa Cruz, because the means of com-
munication are under army control. Party

* commissions are engaged in reorganizng

our ranks to continue our work in this
region.

Prisoners and wounded are numbered by
the hundreds. For all intents and purposes,
Santa Cruz is in the hands of the most
reactionary sectors of the army and the
falangists.

In La Paz, when confronted by the coup,
we did everything possible to contain the
army by organizing the masses for war on
the highest possible level. Our party wWas
the armed motor force of the left and of
the COB (Confederacion Obrera Boliviana=-

Bolivian Workers Federation).

The armchair socialists, who rthm‘i on
Torres's army to overthrow the cap::tihstt_
machine, the spontancists, the insurec
ionists of all stripes, saw their theories y
belied by the realities of war. Th!dp-eup e
took to the streets secking arms, an we

stood in the forefront.

1d not do otherwise at sucha
::E:rxt. The whole left came to fight
at our side, and a de facto alliance was
(ormed among the pro-Chinesc, thl;fc;m—
rades of the MIR, and the wmimr: 'r::!n
PRIN (Partido Revolucionario de ;?u .
Macionalista = Revolutionary Left aumﬂ
slist party). lLater, small groups ir:fm :
o-Mascow CP and some students of

Lara's little group arrived.

heroic: more
aruggle was fierce and her T
Ehl::: s?ogﬁlﬁ fighters - but 90 percent of A%

them unarmed.

o OUR ROLE IN BATTLING . B
® AGAINST THE MILITARY COUP

At the last moment as assanlt on an army,
depot captured 1, 300 old Mauser rifles
left over from the Chaco war (1928-35),
some serviceable, others not. We fought ¥t
with those and with whatever else we could LDP€ civilian groups of the MNR and the
find. Fa]angma dare taking part in the repress-

. i iom against us : o PR
;‘-;;! tried to tnh‘e the mzl_ltary fortress of ing argmc-d stlm;;;ie%Eﬂ:iir,ﬂgr;?hi?ﬁm |
%PI:IEE]::E;? r:rsdlfh Cﬂntﬂmf?hthc higgz‘r"t is difficult to escape the rf{::r%'--'jion : The :
5 - T Arms. € arm e= T 4 - 4 . 3
fended this position with all the IG:L.- e civilian commandos, unlike the usual

i ; security forces, a iliar with it-
its disposal: planes, tanks, infantry, ete. ical ci;’,:;.:_.;tt_ SR T WU

army hands, they are being sent to the

forests, to the worst concentration camps,
like Madidi.

But war is not something that can be im- (=

i : -) At the moment there is : §-
provised. If the reyolutionary army is ' iere is an alli

lacking, it cannot be coastructed solely ?Eﬁ: i::[::ﬁ?’ th-;:a PTFL rflx\" .rm-
by the heroism of the masses. The milit-  power of the fascist gates g il
dry apparatuses of political parties, of which uation of .;;5 ,',:,T:.ﬁ_ £ L :_,'{ - |,_
ours was the most important, could not 58 e tend e T T donmatl
Iﬁ;d this type of struggle. Defeat war in- e e e e e
evitable, but it was necessary to fight: and
this we did, together with the worker Th ir 1t 1]
studemts, and peasants.
rd

from Radio I1limani our party and the ELN ) g
directed the fighting and the obilizati o1l i "

Holiy {
The result of this military confrontation w . | d
apporximately 400 deaths and a slightly ¢ o1 0 . 169 %
smaller number wounded in the gorilla army
In the ranks of the peaple, there were 150
dead and 600 wounded. Subsequent repri- He commanded a detachment of peasant:
sals are increasing the death toll, but the all of whom fell in the fighting. Chambi
total remains unlmown. died like a Tro t ing

party and Intemational. As if he had
AS so0n as victorious fascism controlled had a presentiment aof his death, he
the government, a ferocious repression was carried a letter saying that he was proud

organized. The country's eight universities to be _
were occupied by the army; university auto- party that he developed a

a Trotskyist, t was in the

a revolutionist

nomy was viclated; courses were suspended and made the decision to fight to the

until February 1972; professors and admin- end. There was also a group of wounded.

istrative personnel were discharged. (...) some of whom were deported to
Madidi (...-..-)

The University of Santa Cruz was assaulted
by the Rangers. All students caught in [n Sints Crur we saffered tienky deathe]
the vicinity were raked with machine-gun ¢ . ... Gpeil 6 thie moumbatns,

fire. The University of La Paz was bomb-

arded by planes, attacked by cannon fire
from tanks, and by bazookas. All this
occurred after the fighting ended.

In Oruro we had three taken prnisoner; we
still do not kmow their fate.

Our miners arecontinuing their work as
union leaders. The army has not pene-
trated the mining zones, but it is prepar-

Hatred for the universities and all they
stand for was well expressed by the fas-
The local offices of the CCB, the

cists. ing to do so. We are also prepanng our-
- i g - O o = 4._. 2 - -
Federation of Miners, and the Federation selves. The forms of struggle will be
. - o i e N 4 Tha ~ F - b x, = .
of Millworkers were sacked. 1he govem-=  ee. oie  Our leaders have been con-

ment organized ad hoc committees to
bring the union organizations under the
control of fascist agents.

demned to death, and we must fight,
both to save their lives and for the revol- 4
ution.

The high schools and elementary schools
are not functioning; classes are suspended.
The govermment is afraid to allow students
to meet and discuss. It is possible that
schools will remain shut for the whole
academic year.

Despite the attacks it has suffered, the
party is still functioning. (....) There
is a military and political leadership,
united in the Executive Committee,
which directs all activity on a national
scale. We lost some stocks of arms,

but during the struggle we captured some
modern weapons.

Union leaders at all levels are being
imprisoned. .
We have decided to go forward, and I ]
think that at present we are in a better A

There is a strong repression against the :
left in general, butthe parties hounded position to do it than we have been in
to death are our own, the pro-Chinese the past.

CP, the MIR, and the ELN. [n Santa |
Cruz the repressive forces have drawn UP  yye experienced a numerical growth

a complete list of all persons who, acc- during the past period, leadership cadres
ording to them, might have worked with  p,ye emerged, and much werk is being
us. It may be that these people have al-  gone. The confidence flc-:arded us by
ready been spotted and marked for death. (. tors of the vanguard is most gr&b*fﬁng.
It is the same for the comrades of the This is not to say thnt our Stuati o (L e
other groups. difficult, but revolutionists cannot expect .

the bourgeoisie to smooth the way for them
In La Paz the army has put 3 price of It is necessary to fight, and we will fight.
several thousand dollars on the heads of

It is for this that we have been preparing
the leaders of our party Ther;mlers are ourselves up to now. (...-)
m, not take them priscaer.
ol With warmest greetings,
Hugo.

-

As for the militants who have fallen into
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