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EDITORIAL

BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY

"When you tell this black man in

America who he is, where he came Irom,
what he had when he was there, he'll
look around and ask himself "Well,

what happened to it, who took it away

' o g i
from us, a radll;;:n; did they t-]ll_"lliiu} Jl‘::-lm_.
BIS O wmve SOome AcCulc .
b'mr-h‘?n, ! lrJ let the black man
like that, When you let the blac :
in America know .. that knowledge

itself will usher in your action programme,

And it will be tn. any means necessary'
(Malcolm X 1363).

During the period of almost 200 year
since the European invasion of this
country, the original inhabitants have
been subjected almost unceasingly to
attempts to destroy their identity as a
people and to dispossess them of re-
sources useful to capitalist society.
Aborigines were first pushed off the
valuable grazing land of the east coast,
later the spread of the pastoral industry
to the north caused the dislocation of
aboriginal society there. Eventually,
the only areas in which aboriginal
societies were allowed to remain re-
latively intact were areas where grazing
or other forms of capitalist activity were
uneconomic, These areas were in some
cases declared aboriginal "reserves", In
areas where the aboriginal population
had been decimated but not exterminated,
such reserves were also set up. Recent
events at Weipa in Queensland and Gove
in the Northemn Territory have shown
that even these reserves do not guarantee
any security to aborigines living there.
The court's ruling in tle Yirrkala land
rights case in early 1970, a case instigated
by the Yirrkala people to stop the Nabal-
co company from taking over large areas
of the aboriginal reserve in Arnhem
Land, effectively denied the aborigines

security of tenure on land which they

had occupied since before the arrival of
the Europeans. The courts ruled to
allow Nabalco to take over large areas
of what had previously been recognised
as an aboriginal reserve. 5o, even the
"reserves' only remain reserves while
they are of no value to capitalism,

At times, the drive to dispossess the
aborigines of resources valuable to the
capitalist system has included campaigns
of extermination. In Tasmania, the
aboriginal population had been com-
pletely exterminated by early this cen-
tury and in all states, but especially
Victoria and the coastal areas of NSW,
whole tribes have been exterminated
and in many areas the aboriginal pop-
ulation has ceased to exist. Even when
extermination has not been actively
pursued as a policy, the attitudes of the

various governments involved have been

genocidal, Not content with destroying
the aboriginal society, they have also
ittempted to eliminate the culture,
either by encouraging "assimilation" or
by ;uuwr.mi_; policies which leave
1borigines little alternative but to live
on I.Ft"l._\-l_"l'ﬁ'i'.:" in inadequalte ]:ﬁltﬁl‘hg and
with no medical or educational facilit-
fes., The astronomical infant mortality
rates, and the demoralisation leading to
1lcoholism and general bitterness, are
well known results of such policies,

After generations of living in stunned
misery, the aborigines began in the mid
1960's to fight back, In 1966 we saw the
Gurindji stockmen walk off Wave Hill
cattle station in the Northern Territory
over unjust wage payments and miserable
living conditions. Since that time
similar actions have occurred elsewhere,
the most recent being on Victoria River
Downs station in the Northern Territory,
Also since that time ¢ oncentrations of
urbanised aborigines have emerged in
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth
and these people have begun to organise
to undertake political action to end the
generations of super-exploitation,
misery and genocide which capitalist
society has brought with it.

During the course of 1971 the black move-

ment organised several protest actions
and began to move toward the for-
mation of political organisations to
undertake agication around demands
central to the advancement of the
cause of the aboriginal people, The
Black Panther Party in Brisbane, while
it was active, was a significant develop-
ment in this direction. Its formation
and existence displayed a recognition,
by at least some black people, that the
problems of the aborigines cannot be
overcome within the confines of
capitalist sociery,

The oppression of black people, and in
fact of all oppressed layers is an integral
part of the capitalist system, one which
is especially useful in helping to ensure
its survival in times of crisis, In a
period when working class solidarity is
called for, the capitalist system uses
racial differences to divide the workers
and to divert attention from the real
roots of social injustice.

Malcolm X, one of the most conscious
leaders of the United States moyement
for black rights, had reached an under-
standing of the way in which racial
oppression is rooted in the capitalist
system, before he was shot in 1965, He

507 NEW SUBS RECEIVED
INNATIONAL DRIVE

We have reached our national goal of
900 new subscriptions albeit a little
behind time.

In the twelve weeks of the drive our
supporters have pushed subs to buyers of
D}ren:t Action across Australia to Elve
Direct Action a stable sub base,

Melbourne, Sydney and our "general"
areas all made or exceeded their quotas,
The final figures were as follows;

NEW SUBS %UDTA

204

Cbmdn'ldtob'red

Mzlbourne
Adelaide

Brisbane 17
Hobart 22
Canberra 18
General 52

151
43

507

But if you have not subscribed to Direct
Action yet don't wait till another
special offer, It may never be so cheap
again, Take advantage of our regular
offer — $1 for 10 issues — still the best
value around,
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Malcolm x

and some elements of the b]

ment in the United States, hiﬁk;:_?“‘
at this understanding during the Cm:::gd
of long and bitter struggles, which in
cluded many costly mistakes. =

The Australian black movement s g
in its early stages of davelapment-
after generations of being mi :
and having their cnnﬁdetglce ;T;j:;;ttbi
the governments, their charity nrgan[m_-h‘.:
ions and their organisations claiming 1o
represent the interests of aborigines gbﬁ. :
in fact dominated by government ¥
i_;}:n pa]thishe:]rs, or misguided white 5.
erals, black people are beginni
understand the o G
and from this understanding flows ap
understanding of what to do aboyt it,

The black moratorium on July 14 wil]
represent a significant step forward for
the black movement. It will be the

first nationwide organised manifestation
of the determination of the black people,
and their white supporters, to fight for '
the rights which they are presently :
denied. One demonstration is not L
enough however. July 14 must form one
part of an ongoing campaign waged
vigorously and untiringly around the

issues of land rights, the right to em-
ployment, and the right to self-
determination as the only course which |
completely rejects the genocidal

policies of the past and as far as pos-

sible opens the possibility for rectifying
the effects of those policies. And as
Malcolm pointed out, an uncompromis-
ing struggle around these issues leads to
revolutionary conclusions:

"All thinking people today who have

been oppressed are revolutionary, Any
time you [ind somebody today who's
afraid of the worZ2 "reyolution”, get

him out of your way, He hasn't
awakened yet, This is the era of
revolution'. (Malcolm X 1965),

FUND DRIVE
TARGET SET

Starting from our next issue wcr;_tu_- laun-
ching a Fund Drive for $2, 000 in four
months. The Fund Drive is to raise money
for Direct Action's new offices. We have
only been in them for a few rnonr.hs andd
we badly need money to equip them an
pay some of the more pressing bills.

We hope to raise this sum from our ¢
readers and supporters, the members @
SYA and SWL and from special fund :
raising activities we shall be conducting.

We are a small socialist newspaper and
don't have the resources of the ciﬁblﬂlh".s
ment press. We can rcl'}‘ only on ourse “-
and our friends, You are essential to the 5§
success of the Drive. If you are a social-
ist then support the socialist press, All
umounts large and small will help. _
Whether it's 50 cents, $5 or $500 ===
send it in' We need it! Now! All of it
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Hanoi: We Must

Despite intense pressure from the bureau-
cratic regime in the Soviet Unjon, the
Vietmamese liberation fighters haye
refused to back down in the face of
Nixon's blockade and all-out bombing
campaign. In response to Nixon's blockade
and trip to Moscow, the Vietmhamese

have refused to accept the Soviet bureau-
crats' urgings to stop their struggle and
nel%utiate on the terms of the U, S, imper-
lalists,

"Nhan Dan", the organ of the North Viet-
namese Communist Party, published a
sharp criticism of some of President Nixon's
pronouncements during his recent trip to
the Soviet Union, The criticism was

signed "commentator," the designation
used for semiofficial statements,

"At no time does the newspaper point

out that the statements of the American
chief executive were made in the USSR, "
noted Agence France-Presse, "but the
preciseness of the quotes leaves no room
for doubt, "
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Kissinger

BY DICK ROBERTS

JUNE 20 - Washington, Moscow, and
Peking are mounting tremendous pressure
on Hanoi to go to the bargaining table
and make concessions to President Nixon,
This was the purposé of Soviet President
Nikolai Podgomy's June 16-18 trip to
Hanoi, which was accompanied by a
three-day suspension of U.S. bombing

of Hanoi, It is also the purpose of presid-
ential adviser Henry Kissinger's talks with
Chinese Premier Chou En-lai scheduled
to take place in Peking, June 19-22,

To back up the intense diplomatic
pressure, Washington is maintaining the
highest levels of air attack on Vietham in
the histroy of the war. Nixon has almost
completely succeeded in blocking off
North Vietmam from outside military and
economic support,

Moscow's failure to mount any effective
opposition to Nixon's escalated attack
and its willingness to put the screws on
Hanoi to enter into negotiations are caus-
ing an outburst of fury against the leaders
of the Soviet Union, Evidence is the hue
and cry raised in defense of Moscow in
the pages of the "Daily World", voice of
the U, §. Communist Party,

"The Moscow summit meeting was a
victory for the peoples of the world, "
intone the editors of the "World", June 10,

"Did the summit, in any way, harm the
cause of the struggle for liberation of
Indochina ?" they ask. "The answer is No.
In fact, it aided that struggle, It weakened
the position of the man who mined the
harbour. of North Vietnam, "But it is
obvious to almost everyone that President
Nixon's position has been strengthened,

not weakened, since he left Moscow three

weeks ago,

North Vietmam's rivers and harbours remain
mined and the rail routes to China are
being bombed daily to cut the country off.
Electronic devices guide thousands of tons
of U,S, bombs to power plants, major
population centres, and other targets
throughout North Viemam, including the
dikes of the Red River delta,

[n South Vietnam, U, S, air forces are
pounding towns and villages to rubble.
T'ens of thousands of refugees are in
ilight in the countryside., A wire- service

photo of a Vietnamese youngster weeping
over the body of her shell-shocked mother
Captured the utter horror that Nixon has

unleashed without check by Moscow or
P{'I‘-.'lil_;,'__

I."H"alf_-.‘-:'ny himself announced on a stopover
in Calcutta after leaving Hanoi June 18
that the Paris peace talks would resume

The article referred, for instance, to
Nixon's hypau'lticaf commiseration with
the children who died during the Nazi
slege of Leningrad, The commentator, in
an unmhtakabiamcm ge to the Kremlin
bureaucrats who were wining and dining
America's number one war criminal
wrote:

"1t is obvious that in order for the child-
ren of the world to be able to avoid being
massacred and to live in peace, the
adults will have to oppose the American
imperialists and not recoil in the face of
their threats., All men of conscience must
distinguish between what is reasonable
and what is absurd, between what is good
and what is evil, between fgiends and
enemies, "

"Duri;:ﬁ a banquet, Nixon bragged that
he would like to create a world of peace
for all peoples," the newspaper observed,
adding that "the president’'s fine words
are being drowned out by the noise of the
American bombs that day and night are

Choun

soon and that the "Soviet Union will do
everything possible for a deescalation

of the Vietnam war. " Victor Louis, a
Soviet journalist who often reflects official
Kremlin views, wrote in "The London
Evening News" June 16 that Podgomy's
visit was "aimed at stopping hostilities

on all fronts so that new negotiations can
get under way, "

Moscow radio has proclaimed that " The
war of aggression in Vietnam can be
ended only through negotiations, *
according to "New York Times" editor
Robert Kleiman, The radio added that
"practical experience clearly shows that
the Vietnam problem cannot be solved
by military means, " Kleiman stated in
the June 19 "Times",

All of this points towards Soviet pressure
on Hanoi to agree to a Geneva-type
conference to settle the war, Nixon ob-
viously hopes that such a conference,
which would leave Washington a foot-
hold in Vietnam, can be opened before
the elections in November,

Robert Kleiman summarized Moscow
and Peking's response to the blockade

of North Vietnham in the June 19 article”
« « »+ 51X weeks after the mining of
Haiphong and other North Viethamese
harbours, Moscow and Peking evidently
have been unable as yet to agree on
increased land shipment across China of
Soviet aid to compensate for the halt in
sea supply. Before the blockade, 85

per cent of North Viemam's imports came
by sea,

"Of all the Soviet ships en route to

o -‘:I"-_ e -':-.‘

North Vietnamese hospital damaged by U.

Not Recoilinthe

plunging the Vietnamese homeland into
mourning, "

After noting that "Nixon says that the
great powers must set an example and

not let themselves be drawn into confront-
ations provoked by small powers, " the
commentator asks: "Does he want the
great powers to follow the example being
set by the United States in Vietmam? He
threatens other countries so that they will
let the United States have its way, and

he denies them the right to support the
victims of aggressior, This kind of talk

is coming from an international hooligan, "

Another North Vietmamese statement-was
reported by syndicated columnists Rowland
Evans and Robert Novak in the June 14
"New York Post". According to Evans

and Novak, the North Vietnamese "accused
the Soviet Union of putting its own

national interests' over those of the world

revolution, " They quote the following
from the May 21 North Vietnamese army
newspaper:

" Pog

HANO! PRESSURED T0 ABANDON

7

North Vietnam when the blockade was
imposed, only one tanker has put into

a Chinese port, and that briefly for
emergency reasons. It now is reported to
have left without unloading, ..

"The Central Intelligence Agency has
not detected any significant increase in
the volume of supplies being shipped by
land from China to North Vietnam, ..,

“There is no sign as yer of Chinese trans-
port troops and repair crews in North
Viemam - 50,000 came in during the
1965-68 bombing - to help keep roads and
railways open.”

The substance of what Kleiman reports
has been indicated in previous dispatches
in the world press. These have not been
denied by Moscow or Peking.

Veiled polemics between Moscow and
Hanoi give further evidence of the trem-
endous pressure Moscow is exerting on the
leaders of North Vietmam, Kleiman states,
'Without revealing that the American
President was in Moscow, Hanoi radio and
press attacks on Mr, Nixon and his alleged
efforts to split the world Communist move-
ment have also contained thinly veiled
attacks on Moscow, The Russians have
been accused indirectly of setting their
‘hational interests against the interests of
the world revolution, ' of 'showing weak-
ness' and of 'ignoring and tolerating the
U.S. imperialists' crimes, '"

On the Kremlin side, an ! authoritative
article in the June 15 "Pravda" was
undoubtedly aimed at Hanoi, among

world revolution,
interests against the interests of the world

L

Treds

"Communists always consider the revolution
of each nation an inseparable part of the

They never set national

revelution nor place private national
Interests above the common interests of
the world revolution, much less serve
their own national self ishness, ™

The o{d}r way to answer Nixon's latest
offensive in Viemam, it says, is by "a

relentless attack against the U.S. imper-
ialists "

The refusal of the Viemamese to give up

in the face of the brutal U S, aggression
continues to inspire and set an example

of struggle for all people fighting for
freedom from oppression around the world,
The Soviet government's denial of adequate
military aid to Viemam and its collabora-
tion with the U, §. ruling class against the
Vietmamese is a despicable betrayal of

this international struggle.
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conducted from principled positions and
with realistic tactical compromises, ,

were not a sign of weakness or softness,
but were necessary for all those who are
guided in their actions by the real interests
of peace and socialism, and not by some
'revolutionary' phrase.”

According to the June 16 "Washington

Post," "The (Pravda) article also notes
that the summit took place 'in spite of
sometimes direct opposition from those
who like to wamm their hands by the
artificial kindling of hostility and
tensions between other states, '"

speculation has it that the
Moscow's treacherous meeting with Nixon
reached into high Kremlin circles, "The
soviet opponents of the talks have not

been identified, " said "Times" Moscow
correspondent Theodore Shabad, June 15,
“but the recent demotion of Pyoir Y, Shelest,
a Politburo member, from the prestigious
leadership of the Ukraine has been attrib-
uted in some quarters to opposition to Mr.
Nixon's visit, "

O l‘- .-"‘:"' 1Non 1o

The editors of the "Christian Science

Monitor" stated on June 16 what they

hoped Podgomy would do in Hanoi, "We

assume that (Podgorny's) mission is to

help the people in Hanoi to a fuller app- !
reciation of the facts of life in today's !
power world, One of them is that Moscow

wants more things from Washington than

have yet been granted or are likely to be

granted until and unless the war is ended

in a manner tolerable to Mr. Nixon."

The most pertinent "fact of life" in this

others, "The (summit) talks, " said "Pravda" regard is that Moscow's foreign policy

-

- -
- -

bombs a't"I‘l'.u.n.hna._

is geared to "peaceful coexistence"” with

U. 5. imperialism, This means subordinat-

ing the, needs of the world revolution to

Moscow's dealings with Washington. ;

The influential Washington bureau chief
of the'"Times", Max Frankel, described
Nixon's aims June 19, "Mr, Kissinger's |
continuing purpese in Peking, like much |
of President Nixon's purpose there and in
Moscow earlier this year, has been defined
on many occasions by Mr, Kissinger and
the few other informed Administration
officials. It has been to enlist the Russians
and the Chinese in an elaborate exercise,
both diplomatic and military, to persuade
the North Vietmamese that the summer of
1972 - meaning the weeks between now and
Labour Day - is the optimum time for
negotiating an end to the war, ...

ha?ini withstood the test

"Mr. Nixon
e deems the North

onslaught of which
Vietnamese capable in the foresecable i
future, is asking that they deal with him R
now that he too needs todeal - orrisk

having to deal with him in a much sronger

Cﬂm PAGE *|§¢|¢||ili|llﬁiii. ’




~ BySievePainter

For several years now unrest over the
miserable conditions in which aborigines
are forced to live has been steadily
sing. This unrest has thrown up a
gmall but growing band of spokcs!mopic
for the aborigines, something which they
have lacked in the past and which will
give ever increasing impetus to the strug-
gle for black rights. Significant sectors
of the black community are rejecting the
heritage of apathy and alcoholism ':‘-'hlch
b has resulted from the aborigines being
% hurled aside by the capitalist society.
; After almost 200 years of being regarded
by capitalist society as a ‘problem”
which would hopefully disappear in the
near future, the aborigines are increas-
ingly recognising that they must orggfu::e
to fight for their rights, Since the llE'::G S,
the aboriginal population has been increa-
sing and not declining for the first time
since European settlement began. Now,
j probably more than at any time since the
g - initial campaigns of extermination car-
ried on by the first European invaders, the
interests of the black population are be-
ing actively asserted against the interests
of capitalist society, Everywhere, black
people are raising demands around issues
such as :- the right to adequate medical
facilites, the right to education, the
right to employment, the right to adequ-
ate housing, the right to compensation
for expropriated land, the right to retain
or regain possession of land which has
significance for tribal groups and above
all the right to self determination,

All of these demands <ut across the cons-
cious policies of the state and federal

PRESSURED BY
MOSCOW, PEKING

Black Struggle

governments which seek to protect the
rights of the large pastoral CGH‘I’]‘HH.I.:ES b’
rural areas and to rnninmin,ﬂ'_le‘lr ::uf:m_pt_»
to deny adequate 5‘m'i'4! facilites to Lh;
majority of aborigines, in order to r.ﬂi”, 1
their development as an effective socia

force,

Earlier governments hoped to f'c-]vL_- the
aboriginal "problem' by their policy

of assimilation - which meant that the
blacks would eventually disappear by
being absorbed into the w hilc. commun-
itv. Those who did not assimilate would
die out because of the abominable cond-
itions in which they were forced to live.
With the failure, and increasing unpop-
ularity of the assimilaton policy, succ-
essive governments have failed to develop
any worthwhile alternate policy. They
have ignored the whole question hoping
that it would eventually disappear. They
have been able to do this largely because
of the fact that aborigines are such a
small proportion of the ;mpulnlign_r;‘;a.ru‘-umf
2%).Increasingly however, such policies
are becoming impossible to maintain. The
upsurge in black militancy and the
support which that upsurge is finding among
many white people is ensuring that,

At the present time black people in many
parts of this country are involved in
struggles for their rights, On aboriginal
reserves throughout Australia the policy
of the white authorities controlling those
reserves has usually been to maintain a
patronising attitude reinforced by bureau-
cratic government machinery to sap the
confidence of the blacks in their ability
to struggle for better conditions. In many
areas black people are being driven to
revolt by such policies,

WOODENBONG RENT STRIKE

Recently, victimisation of a family

living in 3 Housing Commission home

at Woodenbong Aboriginal reserve in
northern NSW, has led other families
living on the reserve to undertake a

rent strike. The strike began in February
this year and is still going on, Six families

divisions among the Woodenbong people
by moving another family into the Browns'
house, However, the aborigines, many of
them in a position similar to the Browns'
with regard to unemployment and their
ability to pay the rent, are standing firm,

The role of the various government
departments involved in this case is
typical of the treatment which aborigines
receive all over this country, The practice
of the government departments is charact-
erised by a callous use of anonymous
bureaucracies to give a legal facade to
deliberate attempts to keep aborigines

in a depressed state and to stifle their
struggles to rise above such conditions.

BREWARRINA RENT STRIKE

At Brewarrina in Westerm NSW a situation

similar to that at Woodenbong exists, There

is no work for the majority of the aborig-
inal population (up to 90% of the men
being unemployed much of the time and
all of the women most of the time). Many
are forced to live in miserable shanties,
the children are discriminated against

at the school, often being sent home on
the pretext that they are dirty or have lice.
Sometimes the school authorities will not

even accept the word of the health inspec-
tor that the children are free of lice.
Aboriginal children are denied an adequate
education while at school; consequently

on leaving, the job opportunities are

limited, Usually they are forced to go

to one of the larger cities where they form

a pool of cheap unskilled labour.

At Brewarrina many of the black people
living in Housing Commission houses have
been forced to stage a rent strike because
of the severity of the unemployment
situation. As a result of this rent strike

the government authorities are threatening
several families of the aboriginal spokes-
men (Tom Winters and Steve Gordon) who
are regarded asagitators. Even the Comm-
ission houses are in bad repair,

REDLY NCH

surveillance, The Open Doos.
inal social centre in m"“&’hﬁ
to constant police hﬂﬁﬂleﬁt .
arrests are made. Hotels in Iledé?

Sydney and Fitzroy in Melboumng wi. o\
black people gather re Where
to slmﬁtnrptmngtinﬁnt. sty ane fuby
Black people are being dri oo
areas to the cities by ghe u:ecn“l;{mf;l A
seek employment, Once in the ¢f ) a
find that, having been denied o ﬁe.
opportunities the only jobs Open tg :
are lowly paying unskilled ones, 4
the present period of capitalist &m.,
even those jobs are scarce, Conse
many black people find themse lyel s ot)
ployed and penniless or at best wm“‘ﬁ %
paying job: thus they are defence]e; %
when capitalist society,
force makes scapegoats of them
ing to solve its own internal
attacking its most downtrodden vi

Many black people, harrasseqd by th
police in this way have no ]-4:[:1.:1|-,-,,1M|I=
their legal rights; as a result of thigs!ﬂ
are gaoled on evidence which wauﬂlm
normally be enough to even secure 3 b
Fonﬁction.;c;;lrie black groups are g .
ing to recti 15 situation i :
legal aid centres, o RN -

HOUSING

As the outlines of the s les '
bong, Brewarrina and Pe ma::;ﬂ e
of the anajor preoccupations of thg'hhﬂ
people is the need for adequate ing.
The majority of black people live in i
conditions which few whites haye been
forced to tolerate in the country singe 'E
the last century. These conditions are

now producing a sentiment which iz

giving rise to increasing mﬂitanqr. Bl i
people are no longer preared to i
tolerate being consigned to tin shanties b
or car bodies at the local rubbish dum y
They are demanding housing which
free them from the high mortality rates

arising from being forced to live in squa
unprotected from the elements, '

L]

MEDICAL FACILITIES f

A receat report to the Federal Parliame;
revealed that the average life spanof 3
aborigine is 40 years - 30 years less tha
that of a white person, The reportalso |
revealed that 40% of all aboriginal deat L
occur in the first year of life. The equi

ECTS

ALP FEDERAL EXECUTIVE RE]

ATTEMPT BY SOCIALISTS TO TAKE
A STAND ON ABORTION

At its meeting in Surfers Paradise on Jul
7, the ALP Federal Executiye stifled il::ty
attempt by the social welfare committee
of the Victorian Executive to instruct
ALP representatives in the Victorian
parliament to yote in favour of abortion
law reform. The Federal Executive
reasserted its position that ALP Members
of Parliament could vote according to
their conscience on the issue. This
position is clearly an attempt to avoid
taking a stand which would lose right
wing votes for the ALP and which would
cduse controversy within the party. With
the federal elections coming up in Noy-

ember, the leaders of the ALP are anxious THIRD STUDENT GAOLED AT LA TROBE

that socialist elements in the party should
be heard in public as little as possible,
The Victorian social welfare committee
has several ALP soclalists on it.
SOMARE'S PRESCRIPTION FOR THE
PROTECTION OF CAPITALISM IN
NIUGINI

Some socialists have tended to regard the
Pangu Pati and its leader Michael Somare
s something more than a bourgeois
nationalist phenomenon, Perhaps one of
Somare's most recent statements will
help to dispell such illusions, Speaking
ta the Mt, Hagen chamber of commerce
he said:". . . .A person who looks at a
store and says to himself, 'that place
belongs to the white master' will inevit-
ably feel jealous,

That will not happen if people have a
part to play in your business,

While we will encourage overseas invest-
ment, we will ensure that existing busin-
esses - whether expatriate or indigenous
owned - are protected from unfair comp-
etition, "
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HARTLEY ACQUITTED OVER CHA RGES
ARISING FROM THE SPRING BOK -
ONSTRATION, G

Leading member of the Socialist Left in
the Victorian ALP, Bill Hartley, has been
acquitted of charges of assaulting police,
laid as a result of his arrest at last year's
demonstrations against the South African
Rugby Team's visit to Melbourne. The
evidence lpl.ﬂ.‘ forward by the police was
pathetically flimsy and at times contra-
dictory. The charges were laid a galost
Hartley mainly because he was struck in
the eye with a baton after his arrest, and
the police wanted to obscure the issue if

i
he decided to take legal action, -
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« « « HOWEVER, WHILE REMA
TOUR ATTENTION TO THE RID
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UNIVERSITY. students occupied the administration
: . building,

With the gaoling of Barry York, three of

the four students barred from entering the OMEGA BASE

La Trobe campus have been amested and
are facing indefinite gaol sentences, The
students can be kept in gaol inde finitely
unless they agree to an intolerable viol-
ation of their civil rights by agreeing to
purge the contempt of court committed
when they defied a court order by enter-
ing the campus,

Reactionary elements at La Trobe have
recently stepped up their campaign of
slander against socialists and other dissid-
€nts on campus, They have accused rad-
icals of using terrorist tactics, such as
threats of physical violence and threaten
ing phone calls against well-known right-
ists. In fact, the opposite is true. Right
wing thugs are using physical violence to
prevent the circulation of left-wing lit-
erature on campus. Recently, while dis-
tributing an open letter calling on acad-
emics to take a stand against the gaocling
of the students, Philosophy lecturer, John
Fox was attacked by two right-wing staff
members. The campaign for release of

In 1968 after a widespread public outery,

the New Zealand government refused
permission for the United States to build
an Omega "navigational station", The
Outcry was over the fact that the so called
"navigational statiord” main function
would be to guide nuclear submarines
under water, Only the signals transmitted
by the Omega bases are capable of such

a task, which means that in time of war,
Omega bases become a military target

of high priority. Following the New Zeal-
and government's refusal to allow the
construction of such a base, the U._S.
government allowed time for the contro-
versy to die down, then approached the
Australian government,

As a result, plans are now being consider-
ed for the building of such a base in Ausi-
ralia, The sites under consideration are
all in Ne~ South Wales, Victoria or
Queensland, all states with Liberal-Coun-
try Party governments which will allow
the construé¢tion to proceed with 2 mini-

INING TRULY THANKFUL, | HAVE Il
ICULOUS PRICE HEREOFI

the students continued recently when 100
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mum of public attention being drawn (o
the matter, Tasmania,. which was earlier
considered a good site, has been dropped
from the list, probably because of the
recent election of the ALP govermment
there. The press and U,S, govemment
propagandists are attempting to obscure
the military role of the base by emphas-
ising the fact that it can also be used for
commercial shipping and aircraft.

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ANTHONY
REGARDS LINKS WITH INDONESIAN
DICTATORSHIP AS "A PRIME NATION-
AL GOAL". 3

Speaking at a luncheon of the Indonesia-
Australia business cooperation committee
Country Party Leader Anthony made the

statement that "we re gard trade and econ
omic cooperation between our two count-
ries as a prime national goal,"™ The most
recent contribution to the achievement of
this goal was the arrival in Australia of 2

?

group of Indonesian pilots to be trained in
the use of Sabre jets for the Indonesian
air force. No doubt they will be useful
In protecting the fruits of this trade and
€Conomic cooperation ifrom expropriation

b‘].-' the workers and peasants of Indonesia,

are being threatened with eviction as a At Redlynch in North Queensland aborig-

ent figure for the white community is4

(continued from p.3)
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In other words, Nixon needs at least the when, Harold Brown, a resident at the Redlynch are using the fact that the being taken up by the new wave of blac ® Pl .‘FULUJM- P B 2l
| f "gerious" peace talks between ’ ’ et blacks are forced to live in run-down tin ili is f d dical facilit r S ASETCARTARICL ARV .
b - c_lpeni.ng of "se pe reserve, was stood down from his job at Shattes S0 e bl T cahod to militants 1s Ior adequate medical fac A. Well I myself am a non-Maori Poly-
¢ mow and Nﬂ}rember to tnr‘tn d:tfuse the a Woodenbong timber mill due to wet PR T ST frﬂmpaﬁlsentm-rn YAND nesian, The Maoris and Europeans are -
Fllﬂ-ﬁi\fﬁ aﬂ“?;:l' w lrnl-I ﬂl‘l-i ]‘::ﬂ‘]tne?lhe weaﬂlﬁr; bcmm af tI]js he and hj-E The black wople ite ref}:jsing a i . N RIGHTS ‘.iicr-'ﬁl.'i 0 come o A ustra [' ¥ _ILl‘:-'_ I]:If\.'_
Rtiex o) s TR E CERECy family were unable to keep up their rent & Will Tlolahia is in Australia to speak at organized masses for the revolution that we ization-wise, I've seen the situation and they're going down to Central NZ. There's

Chief of the C,L. B, in Caims, a man

The campaign for land rights provided &
called Bidner, has recently made state- b St

will be freer to continue the murderous
of the initial sparks for the present upsuy

payments to the NSW Housing Commission, the July 14 Black Moratorium and to want in general. it's similar - identical- to the situation no complications, whereas [ have to get

a visa -

dttack on Vietmam since the pressure to
win votes will be off,

The cynicism of this policy bears comment,
On one hand it admits that Americans are so
. overwhelmingly against the war that Nixon
- risks losing the election if he cannot appear
~ to be seeking peace. On the other hand it
. admils that no matter what the majority of

- Americans want , Nixon, if reelectsd, will
. Continue to carry out war policies bent on
. establishing a settlement more favorable to

~ imperialism,

. indications over the last six months that this
logic has been understood, with varying
degrees ltl:af sympathy, in both Moscow and

k-
- Peking.
y

 Frankel then raises an important point,
- The HNorth Vietnanese "have emgmed
in their memories another summer of
- begotlations, in 1954, when the Russians
- and pressed them to settle for

a loaf - andhalf a country - with

® mistaken promise of more later,
oreover, they remember having had
10 topple a French Government to get
(that far, and they must believe that they
‘deserved the credit for toppling President
Johnson and forcing President Nixon to
withdraw half 2 million men from battle , "
Ahis is the big hitch in the manoeuvrings

of Washington, Moscow,
the Vietnamese revolution, Moscow
ind Peking sold the Vietmamese out in

954, and Washington took advantage
Bf that betrayal to launch 18 years of
bloody counterrevolution that is at its
most murderous peak today,

Fhe Vietnamese do not want to s=e 2
epeat of ﬁilibei:nral. Under these cir-
Wmglances, It is proving immensely difi-
cult for the bureaucracies in Mmr:n{.r

L)

nc to out their promises
> Nixon, with the crucial
ipport of the domestic and international

PUwar movements, the Vietnamese
an still carry out the job they began
IO ﬁﬁn tﬁ:u decades ago during
orld War II: liberating their country
m bmperialist overlordship,

R o i e

: ', Max Frankel states, "There have been many

and Peking against

He applied for unemployment benefits
but by the time the first cheque arrived
bhe had been re-employed at the mill,
Several months later Hirold Brown was
again retrenched and upon applying for
benefits again he was told that until

he repaid the $30 which he had received
under false pretences several months
before, he would not receive the dole,
(Of course he had not received the $30
under false pretences, he had been unem-
ployed at the time of application and it
was the lapse of six weeks before the

first cheque came that meant his circum-
stances had changed. Nevertheless he was
unemployed for almost six weeks, )

After a long series of events ma inly con-
cerned with government officials harrass-
ing the Brown family, they were evicted
from their house in February of this year,
After the residents had met and passed
the following motion: "We, the residents
of Mulli Mulli Village, Woodenbong,
refuse to pay any further rent for the
houses we occupy on the reserye until Mr.
and Mrs. Brown are re-instated in the
house they have occupied at Woodenbong
for the past twelve months," As the
Richmond- Tweed Trades and Labour
Council showed an interest in the case,
the Reserve Welfare Officer announced
that an anonymous donor in Sydney had
paid the back rent and the Browns could
move back into their house, However the
Browns refused to return unless the Housing
Commission agreed to pay two black
workers to move the furniture back into
the house, (Two whites had been paid to
remove the fumiture, ) When the Browns
§tood firm on this point, the generous
donor withdrew the offer, (In the past
generous donors have often helped the
Yariows governments in this country to
avoid embarrassing publicity and confront-
ations, the most recent example being
when Senator Neville Bonner foresta lled
4 major confrontation in Brisbane by
Paying a fine for which Doug Brady, a
Popular clvil rights worker was faciog
%29l over his refusal to pPay.)

Fhe government is altempting to create

ments which reveal a strong prejudice
against the aborigines.

PERTH

Aborigines in Perth have become increas-

ingly militant in recent months, Their

latest action has been to set up an abor-
iginal consulate on the lawns of the West
Australian Parliament House. The principal
demand of the consulate is that the

government supply funds for 1, 500 houses
for black people now forced to live in
miserable slums and camps consisting of
flimsy tin shanties,

In West Australia the aboriginal population
is larger than anywhere else except
Queensland and the Northern Territory.

As in other centres where there are sizeable
black populations, the Perth courts have a
regular daily turnover of black people
arrested on charges such as drunkenness

and vagrancy,

POLICE HARRASSMENT
In all areas where there are sizeable

black populations police harrassment of
aborigines is a fact of life, Hotels where

black people gather regularly are subjected

to regular visits from police who appear
to welcome the chance to make arrests
on various petty charges. Parties held by
black people are often kept under police

of black militancy, When the Gurindji
walked off Wave Hill station and laid
claim to 500 square miles of land around
Wattie Creek in 1966 they provided an
inspiration for all black people to rise
above their miserable apathy and to begl
to struggle for their rights.

To date only in Victoria have the aborig
ines had any success in winning land
rights and even that success (at Lake 1
Tyers in' Gippsland) has been modified
by the conditions imposed by the govem-
ment, The issue of land rights is probl bl
the one which alarms big companies,
and thus the government, most, The
claims of the Gurindji and the Yirrkali
people both challenge the right of big !
companies 1o exploit resources exprop=
riated from the black people with no
compensation whatsoever,

The courageous campaign of the Gurlndjf
which is still continuing and the settleme
which they have established at Wattie
Creek shows every sign that it will
continue to exist as an encomngﬁmenl:’
all black people to seize control of the
own affairs ignoring the threats and
blusterings of the capitalists,

THE FUTURE

The new militancy of the black people
will show results in the near l"utm'"E-
Already black run legal and medical
services exist in some centres and they
will start to alleviate some of the W"""E
aspects of the oppression of black pe

in this society, However the pI:ﬂblemfh
which confront black people will not B¢
solved by such measures, Only a clear 2
understangding that the roots of the Oppre
ion of black people lie in the needs
capitalist society and a programme ©
action flowing from that understanding
will be adequate to JCCGmpliS:h thc
complete elimination of discrlmmﬂﬁlfsm
igainst the aborigines. Onl the abo

of the capitalist system will open ﬂw}
way to the establishment of a soclefty
which has no need to exploit social
differences in order to .concealits owh
shortcomings,

bring solidarity from the N.Z. movement,

Q. Perhaps you colld start off by telling

us something about the Polynesian Panther
group,

A. Well, it started in June, 1971, Of the
six founders, five of us were ex-gang mem-
bers, The reason why we started at that
time was that instead of doing destructive
things that hurt our people, we decided to
do something constructive, like community
work., We found we had to take on polit-
ical consciousness to solve some of the
problems that we tried to tackle, so now
we've developed into a Polynesian revol-
utionary grouping,

Qr. What was the political consciousness
of these gangs, and what is the difference
between that polititical consciousness and
the present political consciousness of the
movement?

:L There was no political consciousness
in the gangs, They were sorts of groups
where young Polynesians could be recog-
nized as something whereas in other plac-
€§ and in the school system, they are
thought of as just trash, So when we start-
ed, the only political consciousness we had
if you call it political consciousess, was
our experience in what we saw and what
we thought was the problem, But as time
went by and we sort of found out that
what we thought we could solve by just
being goody-goodies , being sort of boy
§couls, was not possible at all, We had to
take stronger stand-points and now we're
rying to redirect most of our energy to
'a0st of the gangs that are existing now -
to politicize these gangs, because they
are potential revolutionary organizations,

Q. What are the aims of the panthers at
present?

A. Well the broad aim that we oy to
work to is to attack all forms of racism

in New Zealand, and to help the Polynes-
ian ¢ ommunity. Now around that we
have a four point programme, which
tickles race relations, housing, culture
and education, And around this we've
developed in the last couple -of months

d ten point community programme, which
5 aimed at aiding the community, at

the same time politicising them into

Q. Perhaps you could give a brief
outline of the objective situation in regard

to Polynesian people in NZ, how they relate

to the rest of the population, what's their
economic position in society, what per-
centage of the population are they?

A. Polynesians comprise 12% of the pop-
ulation, Now the situation in society in
NZ is that we are the scapegoats of all the
problems - we make a large percentage
of the lower classes - the 12% of the pop-
ulation and we occupy 80% of the prisons,
we occupy hall the percentage of the
unemployed - in situations like this - this
is typical of all the minority groups living
in a white dominated society.

Q. Do you think it is ible to solve the
problems of the Polynesian people within
the confines of the NZ parliament?

A. I Don't want to sy it's not possible,

Tt could be done but I don't think it's likely
that it can be done in the NZ parliament
because it is a racist establishment - leadin
it is the biggest racist out, I think,

Q. Is there anything you think the Australian

movement can learn from the Polynesian
moyement?

A, Well, like I've said I've come over
Fere to give solidarity from the people of
NZ. I haven't come over to tell them
what to do because they know better and
they can understand the problem better
than I can, The only thing I can relate to
them is that ['m black, the same as them,
I know I've leamt a lot from them organ-

w3
Al

Auckland,- New Zealand.
with Soledad brothers on the way to the U,

Puln‘sm Panther marck

in NZ. I'm pretty sure that the movemeat
in Australia is well organized ,they need
have no fears, there is only the fact that
they are only 2% of the population and
they need solidarity from other liberator
groups - even round Australia, And that
is what we're trying to bring from New
Zealand,
Q. What do you say would be the general
over-all perspective of the Panthers in the
coming period? What would be the long
term strategy for changing the situation
in NZ? What would be the methods of
action you would favour in reaching this
end?
A. Well we've seen a lot of groups that
have this long-term perspective, they've
known what the reyolution is, they know
what they're going to do in the revolution,
they probably know what's going to happen
after the revolution but we don't want to
jump from A to Z, we want to take it in
stages and we always deal with the inter-
mediate stages where a lot of groups have
g failed. The long-term perspective of the
Panthers is to achieve what we aim for -
that is a better society, How we are going
to go about it depends on how many stages
we will be taking - the NZ situation is
getting that bad that a violent revolution
will probably be called for, In the NZ
situation we probably could have a revol-
ution without violence, but it's up to’
the people on both sides to recognise
this, It's up to the oppressed people on
both sides to recogunise this, It's up to -
the oppressed people of the NZ worldng
class to unite with the Polynesian people,

- e e g——

—-— —

S. consulate,

g0 through the rigmarole of get-
ting a passport and this is what really cuts
us up because we're not even recognized
as New Zealanders even though we're
born in NZ, bred in NZ and have a NZ
passport. We see this white policy of the
immigration dept. of Australia as tuly

a definite point of racism that is in Aus-
tralia, and I've only been a couge of
days in Australia and I've seen the racism,
We have the same policy—not as bad as
in Australia — but changed a little:

a policy where they attract people from
England and Europe to come over to NZ
whereas the needy people around the area
— in the Pacific Islands — are sort of
forced to come for three months and

then shoot out again. Marshall said that
the reason why they do that is that the
European people can better relate to the

NZ situation,

% What is theemployment situation in
e Islands from where the Polynesians

come to work? )

A, The 2mployment situation is bad

1 you go to Tonga, where I came from.

You go in there - the children sitting in
school doing their last-year (final)

exams - and if you ask them what they're
doing next year , they'll just say they're
going to roam the streets, We have a
large percentage of Tongan Polynesians
in NZ, cither being stow-aways off ships
or just living illegally because the emp-
loyment situation is bad, This is a good
example of why we have delinguency.

Q. Do you see the problems of the Poly-
nesians as being a direct result of capit-
alist society and the colonisation by

British Imperialists?

A, Yes, the problems of racism and
exploitation are results of imperialism

and colonialism, because NZ's a capital-

ist society, because it is a corrupt society,.
The problems that we express are because -
of this society and we want to change

this society, Whether we change this

society to a socialist society or a comm -
unist society or a communal society —
well we'll my when the time has come
to find out, We've only been in existence
for a year, we've leamnt quite a lotin
this year and what [ say today might be ;
changed tomomow, e




FRENCH FEMINISTS ASsA
'CRIMES AGAINST wumﬂ-

PHAM VAN

DONG DISCUSSES '
PHAM A} SEXUAL

The following are major EXcerpts from
an article in the May 27 issue of Rouge
the weekly newspaper of the French ;
Communist League, the French section
of the Fourth International , It describes
one of the first large meetings of the
growing Frenclh women's movement,

ABORTION: 5™
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their whole lives determined by the resp- demand, women would not only be Direct Action No.18 p7)

onsibility of caring for one child after

North Vietnamese Premier Pham Van
Dong, in a recent interview, was asked
his views on the struggle for women's
liberation, The interview, conducted
by Vagn Sondergaard, appeared in the

The right of women (o abortion, to full
gontrol over their bodies is perhaps the
most fundamental, democratic demand
of women, Without this, women are

: : T rer their lives, along- g May 19 issue of the Danis
denied the right to decide when .‘mq = another, and of the torment and constant ::FEI.':T.;][I;E-;L :r:*:t::)[]n? ;.:]u[ '.:ﬂuld bcjgin to The June conference was fﬂgmenlzd.. ' The Hall of the Mutualite, where the "Information, " h newspaper
they will have children, and if they worry [_]-:;1[ accompanies any sexual activ- szlgcﬁtand the interrelationship between the conference did not hear th ( meetling took plice, holds 3,000 to

will drop out of school or give up a job.
Without this, women are often forced,
unwillingly, to become economically
dependent on a man, in order to sup-

port a child,

4,000 people, The translation is by
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"Throughout our entire history, " the
premier said, "women have Played a deex
1sive role. Our women are admirable,
They cultivate the land; they take part
in the struggle: and they take care of

"Among our comrades there ire ma
whom one could say, unfortunately
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::sj::a:mh:;it!?{l n within the family how they will plan their lives. j;:zj::jjfzrf :ho rig:cti‘* bartlonins Ehe e This means focusing around 2 specific from Saturday afternoon May 13 to humour. struggle for liberation of women, Often many of the societies where women bk

it seemed as if it were 2 question of
Bt what will fo - attacking the "patriarchal civilization”
Liberation Movement (Mouvement 'I}l:m I?faﬂ thi:g tfﬁtﬁ?tﬁaﬁ%?ﬁF apation from that which i B
pour la Liberation des Femmes—MLF), is the opposite of a well-defined move- ?ISQIMIEW' AR 23 the S suare
The Movement for Freedom of Abortion ment, It is 2 movement in gestation: 31_11‘1: Y, hm:-'ew:;, if not the basic unit
(Mouvement pour la Liberte de 1'Avort- heterogeneous, shot through with contrad- Sl bt X
ment — MLA), and the group "Choice," ictions, bursting with confusions, but
very much alive. It will acquire its real
force if it finds sonre means — other

Sunday evening. The event was carried

issue, and exerting direct Pressure op tha
on the out on the initiative of the Women's

: ight of -
structure, and challenges the righ government through a massiye public cam.

. the state to control women's bodies,
2 Oppanents of abortion and the right of

The right to abortion is an issue which re-  yhich has the greatest potential of devel-
lates directly to the needs of women, and oping into an independent, ongoing cam-
has the potential to involve large numbers paign capable of ath‘acting large pumber::
women to full control over their bodies, of women in struggle against an obvious of women, and taking their consciousness  In assessing the prospects of building x 8
. claim, among other things, that access 10 e oowion of their oppression in on to a higher stage, The women's hhc_r- campalgn around a specific women's liber,
. abwﬁ;m would gncourage sex [ESpecin.ll}' society, The fact that abortion c-JuJTd be ation movement must analyse the ways in  ation demand, and in d‘-"f—'id.iﬂg.whj !
outside of marriage), that men would lmt;i s0 easily granted and wouig not req?lrﬂz which to best give i&{iclf mass expression r::lli?mand has thedgtrsat_?;t Ptﬁt%nm' to moh
their er to make women pregnant, and . pq0mon expenditure on the part of the in the coming months, ilize women an ratie hts comﬂm-‘ #
ﬂt;:t a%-:ﬁun is murder, These arguments government, means that women begin to it is important to take into accamtm ]
$ stem from assumptions which are basic 19 gquestion the elaborate myths which the Four months have passed since the actions experiences of the women's movements jy
the ideclogy of “““bj"fi““f" that 'stf‘: ¥ church and state use to jusliif‘?f tthheu on March 11, Thgs];z wegp;t :;hgreat hm:;s-t to thgzi U.%, Eﬂnrilﬁgnai;;guzegngy I;iiw l?z L
sinful and can only egitimate wi & denying women full control o eir the movement and brou e (:.enu'a and, e > has decisively © 3
the family, that w;ﬁ?ﬁ mi’ﬁlt’;m_ Icrt;rlity. The ﬁercel rve:sisi-ltanc]f, sgentl; demands of women's Iil::er:n;inn 1;1;0 r.hfh : Eﬂ‘kﬂ]:sgl-_‘:d :}sl tshe;:nﬁismg of r.; move.
ferior to men and s there headed by the Catholic Churc and other consciousness of many people. Since tha ments in these coun . Through g is.
sul ient to them, and that,_lfo;:a WOILAD reactionary right wing arg‘m:i.isatmcrllﬂ, 15 a time, the movement has been in a s't}ate of tetldthc:mpt:::ag:t;m{ltg they I?ved_,m;sdﬂ fgﬂﬂ&
* fulfillment must come primarily from resistance to the growing indepen ence relative stagnation, The prospects o re- an ve u many hundreds of y
*“motherhood, 'I‘l:l;: m;ﬂ';:ﬁﬁiﬂn G: s:xclﬁﬂ_ﬂ of women, who are incre.asinglyfre_iq;:ung peating such an actimtlhseem small a; this mbt;:}rglc sltneests f}fg&n; the Epiﬂf all
. through constant fear of unwante 23 = their traditional role within the family, time. It is apparent that some people see a on laws, e U.S, particulatly
g'gm"_ﬂnd the perpetuation of the belief, It is clear that these forces will rally to such an action as being a yearly event, if in New York, !;hp_-,-y have made major
G- ~ ~ through religion, that sex is sinful, are block any attempts by women to win that, breakthroughs in amending the laws, 1
B pstant factors contributing to the pass- 1o co0yc o repeal of abortion laws, The ; : ‘ ;
" ivity and submissiveness of people under right of women to control their bodies A national conference was hgld in June, In Australia, the abortion issue has creagd
the authoritarian capitalist system, The will not be easily won. It will require the aims and outcome of which were very great deal of interest and debate oyer i

B H
.::".-
)

But take note. If one looks for the sig-
nificance of these "anti political™ reac-
tions, one finds that they express a
legitimate concern: the fear of seeing
the struggle of women subordinated and

Afull house is an understatement ! The
chairs were removed, the stage was than showering sparks — to catalyze the
opened h.;cl'lut:z participants, and the revolt of women, *
entire came an immense tribunal, But to what degree can it do ? postpo :
ardent, serious, and intense, It gave The MLF has played 2 margint:l:}smlz Enéa-_:t defi n;cll SPIUR e nkeds ol 7
women a place where they could dem- since it began and until today, po Iu::s e mg in a fra.m'ework that is
Onstrate and explore the totality of their  But take the example of what the young mnt 5 Lheu;.hbtmum l:nﬂm =is
revolt, Although they are traditionally unwed mothers are demanding, Their finds intf:d hHY’f byl the men"). One
excluded from the political world, at denunciation of the education at the CET 1!;; ] tfe e SUPSeTUNE the
Ehfs meeting it was women who took the (scheol for women) at Plessis, which is L;: nn.m; 2 :'Tm."'n i f“tur'f,time ?f
initiative, expressed themselves, and centred on teaching housekeeping, sew- h: s::;:u rﬂﬂl u“{mi = e eaca
did the organizing., Many men éame to ing, cooking, and in the longest course, that Fi‘ struggle of women as such is an
IfStatiie Tt B B ek AT typing and stenography —is 2 model integral part of the revolutionary struggle,
teered to operate the child-care centre,, for all the female CETs. Their demands Thi . : E oo .

: — emancipation, allowances, no expul- Enfdciiﬂsmcmmﬂﬁ “?Sﬂfiﬂ]:éi;t.rlt.l}ﬁ?:mn.f-
The testimony was without doubt repet- sion of pregnant women from their bigh ' iy i e

a1y

Ty R b T gy et

e ! . . _ : 2 - itive, disorganized, s ti i school iy : side with the depuncia_tima of "every
BENNETE e Rith 0 prejudices has a powerful and determined ongoing strug-  unclear. This conference rondingly small e past year, The prosecution and i but it still Captured fn a vivid e oo paETe: 1ilenie the struggle (which®  foFm of power, including leftist pover” R
i ]ﬁpt women silent, suffering the burden of gle which attacks the question from many publicised and drew cor}'espﬂfl ingly sma of numerous Melbourne and Sfliﬂﬂ'f doctos dai T Bhperion of S s Yy s vit;tnrim.:s} for cunm%g Sy (sic), it was also proclaimed that the Pham Van Dong
~ unwanted children, or mutilated by back- fronts. Under pressure from a mass cam- numbers(see Direct Action: No,22 p7) received wide PUbHFithAt the publie meet- *'}"}[E ﬂgﬁm of frmdeﬁ?ﬂ?‘uﬂwed I oth- maternal homes has an gmfn‘g:s ?m :c{ struggle of women is part of the class achieyed political and economic rights
m&t ,abnrﬁoni.gts, b‘fﬂamdthf}’ w]e;e too paign around this issue, the government (compared, lor example, to the recent ing at which Germaine Greer debated tlm ; ers in the home at Plosic. Rnhinsm;, tlhe R b struggle: "We were bom out of the there are women who are L-xm;r.-;._-i}-' :
- ashamed ﬂiﬁ‘ﬂ{kb“g;ﬁ: :En::;n““ mz’;;' : - 33 abortion question in Sﬁédflfh thﬂ“ﬂ“‘bh@ ] living conditions at the homes for unwed All high school and college youth must class struggle; we were bom in May '68 capable and knowledgeable who nonethe.
':"":wiiit:vrm' utennt?n f:..,m“ s b to be tumed away, and there was considen mothers at Issy- les- Moulineaux and take up these themes of struggle. They because the class struggle carried with less feel they are in an inferior position

able enthusiasm and support generatedby |
this meeting for the right of women to i |
abortion on request. Last year, demonstra-

it and developed the struggle against all with regard to men, This means that a
oppression, " struggle must also be carried out through §
which women can gain self-confidence

Viry Chatillon, the hotels for adult un- have the power to corrode the whole
wed mothers, social order,
*The end of illusions a'out "the golden

ditional right to it,;
._,gMam that abortion is murder is to use

" an emotion laden word in order to obscure tions were organized for November 20 in age of painless childbirth, " reduced to a  The fight for freedom of abortion and The same assembly identified, without and self- respect. There are still Viet.
he rgal issues involved, that is, the response to an international call by the - caricature for want of sufficient hospital  contraception is a permanent area of apparent problems, with these two _ namese homes in which the man makes:
rights, the safety and the life of the Women's National Abortion Actfion Coali- personnel, struggle. types of reasoning, oscillating from side decisions affecting his wife or their
pregnant woman, It is absurd to talk of tion in the United States, These acﬁnq ' *Female homosexuality and the prob- But despite the force of these demands to side throughout the two days. children, but this is a problem that our
she 'rig:u" of a foetus compared to the though hastily prepared and poorly public- lems sexual minorities face in view of and the possible impact of these areas e : women are paying very close attention to,
'L&J.. s of a pregnant woman, Throughout ized drew several hundred people, mostly present-day moral standards. of struggle, the development of a2 mass But the contradictions of the MLF, - the They are because they are taking part in

history, the church and the law have blindness of certain currents to the tie
eyer been consistent about abortion,

but have altered their rulings continually,
in response to the political manoeuvres of
-ruling class,

is hypocrisy is most evident when these
e who make the most noise about

women, in Sydney and Melbourne, Even * Rape. _ ; work on all three fronts,
the ste;ped—lp ac{*ivity of the reactionary *Abortion, the "clandestine" practice h‘;;w&in ml? '1"":";”‘:“"" lvllbd_mf"?”{*‘”"ﬁgﬂl‘;
anti-abortion forces in the past couple of of masses of women; and contraception, The contradictions of the MLF, which ey i— i 5‘1‘“%5 by ':gl”‘-it' ‘d;?’
months is an indication of the increasing although legal (within a restricted originate in its very development, were SEEUR L Q?Ehm S ;”':__flmp ‘; b3 he :
movement around this issue, framework), practiced by only a2 min- manifest throughout these days. They ;?LF;‘E”_I{E’“ :3' ; *-1 F‘d‘:’_"" o L-r'h}:r'—}-“ thh carry out the most difficult work, If

i : ority of women, can undermine the group if there is no » S 2cY resut directly from the you compare the work and productivity
The building of an abortion campaign = * Housework and professional life (43 framework for their solution. Since the effects of the degeneration of the Russian oI men and women, you will find that it

movement is still not assured.

"Our women work far harder than the
men all day long," he continued. "They

Yright to life" and the "rights of the
5", display their callousness towards
any women who are driven to des-

[ . o

here, would be a step forward for than = % billion hours of paid work by men and

movement, providing women with an
opportunity to engage in struggle around =
a basic feminist demand, serving asa
pole of attraction for new women, and
transforming the women's movement

-

I e
R e L
e

women in France, as against 45 billion

MLF rejects all forms of stable organis- revolution. (Thus the revolutionary leg- 1s women who contribute the most. They

ation, this means any orientation is as

islation of 1918 on the family was elim-
inated beginning in 1934 as a consequence
of the growing strength of Stalinism. )
These contradictions are the historic
heritage left by the defeats of the tradit-

are thus also the ones who are producing
the conditions for full equality,

"Your women are comrect to maintain
that the struggle for women's liberation

in ﬂ'ﬂ:iﬂ wo dﬂ}rﬁ calls to mind the 'dl’.‘g'l."ﬂl". sh-ugg]c, and everyone must take part
to which everything concemning the
liberation of women attacks the very

ands that correspond to the specific
internal workings of the bourge ois
university, These internal demands for

control, for an open and free university, group in Tasmania,
free contraception and 24 hour child

Cdre centres.

B

in it . One can certainly not be a

The ALP is the political arm of the trade revolutionist without always keeping

Rts J ' " e = donal workers movement, which indeed must be carried out along with the econ-
tutions because they were not wanted  November 20, 1971, Abortion demonstration, Sydney into a real political force, s B deserted the struggle of women at the omic, political, and cultural st uplie,
rE e s, 8 = same time it abandoned a revolutionary Women's liberation does not automatic-
struggles and of the movement for repeal of this Admissions Clause is drawn up for the "chopper" hnmcdiault%'g, o perspeu:r._iﬁ:. Today T.h+.: linlﬁ can be ally come about with mLi_E:g control of
women's liberation, As well as these another major part of Conrick's prog- after the Federal elections. ElﬁEWhEmil.}l_'g‘__ 3 reestablished. REW]H“*JM“FS Sl take  the means of production. The struggle
exclusively external political demands ramme, Other aspects of SYA's prog- this issue we report the fate of moves & 5 partin every aspect of the Women's for women's liberation cannot be separ-
SYA is also presenting a series of dem- ramme for the SRC are for student/staff made against the leftwing ALP youth L' ; struggle. The explosive force captured ated from the remaining part of the
0
5
=

it last Melbourne's universities are

1o see some real politics in

ctions, previowly the

wed ground of various student

I SlE, Opportunists and careerists,
Mnk__ fick and Barry Si

. L]

' SIMPSON'S CAMPAIGN AT

ASH: Barry, a well known student
tRsh campus for his activities
s standing for a position on

an Open University, student/staff control
and a free university are intimately
linked to the political programme which
forms the basis of Barry Simpson's
campaign for the Public Affairs Comm-
ittee at Monash,

PETER CONRICK'S CAMPAIGN AT
MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY: The Social-
ist Youth Alliance will be running

Peter as a General Representative in

the SRC elections at the end of this
month, This is the first time that a real
saocialist alternative has been posed at
Melbourne. The conservatism of
Melbourne University's SRC in the past
three years has led to many intimidat-
ions and defeats for student struggles,

ALP FEDERAL
EXECUTIVE UPHOLDS
BAN ON TROTSKYISTS == s

The recent Surfers Paradise meeting of
the ALP Federal Executive "confirmed
that the Queensland branch had acted
within its power in banning the 'Trotsky-
ists' from the party earlier this year"
{Sydney Morming Herald, 6/7/72), This
is a definite rightward step by the ALP

unions, All working class tendencies b -
the right to be members of the ALP &
put forward their ideas within it and =5
attempt to win over the majority. ml-.
recent actions of the leadership are vio
ations of the democratic rights ol party
members, in the interests of protecting

When the "Trotskyists" were banned io
Queensland why were they not P"’mim"
to defend themselves in front of the
party and the working class? How d“‘-’;
the Queensland Central Ex::a:utivﬂl dcwhﬂ
who is a " Trotskyist" and who isn t?"

is the justification for the Hanti-ALF bant
charge, nominally the reason for the

The American "consumer advocate”
Ralph Nader, better known as the
Billy Graham of consumerism, followed

ing in the footsteps of such celebrities
45 Paul Erlich and Ivan Illych, he too
came to Australia to give us the fruits
of his knowledge. He found it was all
worth while, He has been paid the enor-
mous si* of $20, 000 to speak at meet-
ings, campus lectures and
"invitation only" dinners,

the foatsteps of other notables in becom-
Ing "visiting Guru of the week". Tread--

RALPH NADER-
APOLOGIST FOR
CAPITALISM

roots of the capitalist social system,

this in mind, "

capitalist system as a whole is not chal-
enged . In fact Nader has been choszn
as one of the ten outstanding young men
by US Junior Chamber of Commerce.,

i ————— o

Nader's "solution" to society's ills is
quite simple: organise students, consum- ,
ers etc,, to finance groups of lawyers i
and other "specialists” to investigate

these ill# and then fight them in the

courts, It is this naive solution which

made him so popular with the capitalists,
Unlike him they understand the role of

the judicial system in a capitalist state,

. Consumer crusader Nade a2 §e - The role of the state in defending private
- _mcﬂﬂmmitme (PAC). Earlier this year the SRC backed down leadership, In asserting that the Queens- :__bl'j_;r:{lfr\"r:ij‘_"‘;d'“ﬁ N‘ _d”t;sl; s;:flﬁ:;n property is also completely ignorifrby
bas been dominated on the issue of student control of student land ALP leadership had the power to The Socialist Youth Alliance and ﬂi‘:ﬂ i ]LL lis h'; Tn :ﬁr:i*rth: ?; }mwp rh:- Fo Nader: "It was inexcusable that the st
with assorted funds - particularly over financial aid proscribe some of its leftwing opponents Socialist Workers League are proud ,',LTE] letd this is [hL. limit i‘i his as 12_ government had allowed the corporations P
Opposit- to the Tolai Defence Fund and aid to the Federal Executive implicitly call themselves Trotskyist, As su«:h1I “'v'ns Chb of ,.j-{;:;n-.ism's major g : to gain so much power", The purpose o
- The the ituﬂ_ents' struggles at La Trobe this act and opened the way for similar we unconditionally support the ALP'S i l:-li'\}ﬁui.::-l:'ﬂ is i:.s' inability to make a women, 1 per cent of engineers are A lf‘rg; ?::“mu‘: of N"‘dei 2 r:g:::ion 3 of the bourgeois system is m___defendlhn
. \ $0 Aetermiqg; Eﬁ;ﬂ&sﬁ -;?151.:;111 ia;uthsis hjliii'llgne‘sstto actions in other states, > |._|.|-.ll-.-_ _..xla_.1.-1-11}1-.?1_.:.:‘:Liﬂ£:‘-;3‘ ?;;]E;a = worthwhile analysis, Mr, Nader has an women and?ﬁo;;;énﬁ:fes:;::r;:en :llirc:?gainnmhim bp;rézn;réamnwﬂfar— owners of private property,
€ 10 political events = (o es and dissociate Bt bt i the Li I....L ls. Bu we be and struggle endless flow of facts at his disposal are women : i "l But this campaign, which incidentally i
Campus, Such a function Lt:: suifﬂngfd Tt::?fﬂi istiu iﬁﬁ ug:i i—ﬂc giﬁuﬂtéut .j T;' "1 t-l-t] rl'f'l'!%'["h?;'l'lj.-l"'“ “t: i f .l i |.: : I-I;I-hiﬁ:::;: -J:mﬂl?f{d We shall continue While at the Si‘imf-‘ l&,me hfef = ummf lj :: ﬁrii:::i;tyﬂo;ﬁs fﬁﬂﬁialﬁmm has ceased a long time ago was limited &T::ert ﬂi:i?ién welter nfh:i;:nggp quotes
4 Presentation of 5 wide One of P ; , 2 s - !x -, OU nal g stlallsl-oricn A ot TN kAL = it : orters make any analysis that offers a rea : to a single c tion and a ﬂnﬂl& Im our g guru, Il“ﬂ at
=g :ter Conrick's most important critics of the party leadership are threat to urge all our members and Supp ; G that pinholes women and prevents them g orpora e
p-going political programme it - S Fi T S e i cialist ¢olution to the problem, A classical P industry and can not hide the usefulness the Australian Union of Students (AUS)
5 . emands will thus be for the democrat- 2ned by this move. Any leftwing dissid. to join the ALP and fight for socia i : from ewven thinking of aspiring to fullfill Iy ; : .
Y& prog e is directed SEEA : _ ehed by this move. Any leftwing di ? ) Lt & v resist any example was provided when he dealt o of Nader' s numerous organisations to the has helped sponsor the visit of a 'y .
MT and international clggs umlnm O LECIORC - for an SRC that js ents are a potential embarrassment tc CoRl KIEIG, T‘ETJI?Lf:lliae us with the oppression of women in the thale Exlagh 1ps Dmiwmdmim capitalist system, E‘#engé.M prefers to of capitalism disguised as a radical,
o Us for unconditional w4 E:;Pﬂr’uxhie 0 all students. Another Whitlam & Co. and their state counte; btidemocratic attempt tOiEx \ists Wi United States and Australia. Nader is na ture of “‘Plnu:; ciisint e undertake the expense incurred in recal- Our task is to overthrow ca PAISARETIG, -
s ina : ui at !}iu]bou{n}%‘u the continu- p_;-.rl_;._ "._“— { June 16), !|-. 'I. ictoriaj f ur 1-.-.- 15, We all t'm»f-]*-lklcl:‘}cnﬂ aga Llﬂdf‘u]:-'[u{ﬂ}' a keen observer whﬂ-‘n he ;mport;.*nc'e ﬂfdiu G.I;Er:f::l this ling its cars as long as its basic powers ihl ﬁ'b‘ﬂl mmt ﬁ,ﬁ mm
e Wil fh vt cical exclusions soclalist Lelt paper reported that e ctieD prosent B e e raxtat (RN 8sks : Ik there @iy re i TN fem. M O ae are not challenged, especially as the g to I coyrty,. - -
Policy whichmustbe defeated. The "short list" of branch members had b tion taken, for they threate i United States 3 per cent of doctors are "social partern"? Faceing SR e A et S
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: m his lieutenant James Shobazz at th

by George Novack

This article by George Nova.k, American gocialist scholar, was originally

delivered as a speech at the Militant Labor Forum in San Francisco at

which Eldridge Cleaver, Minister of Information of the Black Panther

i‘-£|:-l
ﬁﬂ&ﬁ;ﬁ.}rﬂmg it here in DIRECT ACTION, because the issues raised

we feel are relevant to the developing struggle by black people in this
of the world. : _

Fﬂ:hrn Malcolm X was shot down in February 1965, IL n’afn-:;e:{;

that his memory would be cherished by the millions of L':Iﬂc ::;:n e

women who mourned thelr martyred leader. It was ma—lJL.?j t:rof s

the movemen! he initiated after his depzrture from l!:le I dﬂ c; hu_ A

or the ideas he was elabarnﬁngd and broadcasting during

: in ground.

F;-;:Mix:nﬂjj:z E;:::ﬁi?f personality in the midst of change who

still h&g;a great deal to learn for himsell as well as to 'rear:hdnm;lr lz:-:

others. Treir bullets removed an exceptionally r_ibie comman erd 0

the batilefield before he was given time 1:: train thel ufﬁ_-:-ers and as-
semble the troops for an army of Afro-American emancipation. 2
When [ wrole an obituary article on the meaning of his life an
death at that time I thought It likely Lhat!k\!a!mlm would become a
lc legend as an unbreakable defier of white supremacy and enter
into the folk memory of the oppressed yearning ‘I'cnr freedom, |l}(t:
Pairice Lumumba or Joc Hill. The image of "r:.ur‘shmmg hla_-:l-l: Lpri_rft-::e
evoked by Ossie Davis at the funeral service pointed in that dlreFuon
and tended for a while to veil the more prosaic bul potent political
views and perspectives that Malcolm had projected in the most creative
reer.
mﬁtﬂ:: If:rmer dimmed when the movement he had ju..El launched
and barely begun to build, the Organization of Afro-American Unity,
became [ragmented and, passing under a different sort of leadership,
veered farther and farther from the new course he had r:halrted. This
unfortunate development cannot be held against L{f?lmlm himself. He
was compelled to start out on his own in the spring of 1964 under
extremely heavy handicaps. He had considerable national notoriety
and International prominence and a large following. But this following
wits amorphous and remained fo be welded together and re-educated
alung: somewhat different lines.

Mileolm lucked the means to creale o basc of organization that was
broad and strong enough lo implement the aims he had set for the
moveinent. These were big objectives and demanded exiensive resources
i mighly forees for their promolion and realization. It would have
taken no e tme and ellort to acquire and assemble these—and
that time was laken away from Lhe thirty-nine-year-old revolutionary

along with the breath of life. -

Arciiin of Influence

Howcver, il Malcolm's organization [altered and failed to fulfill its
pulential as a rallying center for black unity and militancy, his ex-
ample aund ideas have had a happier destiny. In the two years since
his death these have penetrated into the hearts and minds of the ghetto
population from North to South, from Harlem to Watts. His argu-
ments, his pungent, willy sayings, and his telling points are repeated
on nmany occasions by Afro-American spokesmen and woven Into their
debiates and discussions over radio and TV. They orient the black
power movement thal won over SNCC und CORE whose members
are sprending the gospel to bronder circles. The Sunday N. Y. Times
Auok Review recentlly reported “that Malcolm's autobiography and

culleeted speeches stand high amonyg the favorite reading in black

communilies. ;

‘i main channels of communication in these communities are not
literiiry but verbal. So the idens of Malecolm arc transmitted through
thie spoken “word he himscll mastervd by those who have read or
Iard aboul then from various sources. Growing boys and girls,
illivted by the brutal realitics of poverty and racism, as Malcolm was,
ihsarb his insights as readily os they inhale the dust of big city streets
and rural roads. Malcolm's words are passed on in classrooms and
schoulyards, on street corners and lenement stoops, and burgeon like
gutls on rich tropical scil because they match the deepust feelings, the
Inarticulate aspirations, and life expericiices of rebellious black youth.
His ideas have become o precious, inalicnable part of the culturai and
palitical herilage of Afro-America, nourishing the black nationalism
which bubbles and boils in the giant cauldrons of the ghellos.

ALileolm's influence does not stop at America’s shores. He is hunored
! placed alonpside Lumuniba by freedom fighlers from one tip of
Alricy to the other. This is not surpriging. It is more remarkable that
his wutobiography and speeches have been published abroad and
trenslited into a number of languages: French, German, Italian and
Japanese. A play about his life has just been produced to great acclaim
In England. :

‘The main reasons for his reknown are to be found in the Integrity
and courage of tne man, the capacitics for growth and leadership he
exhibited, the rightness and relevance of his positions, and above all
the gravily and importance of the cause of Afro-American liberation
he represcnted. But if Malcolm's message has taken wings and traveled
80 far and o fast through the printed page as it has, no litle credit

musl go lo the devoted indusiry of George Breitman. He was one of

the first, certainly among white radicals, lo discern the real stature

&nd significance of Malcolm as the mos| responsive champlon of black

nationalism since Marcus Garvey. He undertook to defend him agalinst

his detractors and defamers. He expluined and propagated his views

among while land black militants and then, when Malcolm could no

longer speak for himsell, collected and cdited the malerials o be found
An Malcolm X Speaks. g

Shortly belore Malcolm's death I talked with ‘the very tired leader

¥ I ¢ OAAU headquarters ut the

Hotel Theresa in Harlem aboul the publication of his spyeches. He

Was agreeable lo the Proposal but it was not (o be carried through
under his direction, His movement was thrown into such disarray

Malcoln )
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following his murder that thelr appeurance would have been Indeli-
nitely delayed, and black militants would have been deprived of these

treasures for much longer, if George Breliman had not taken the Initl-
ative to gather them from differen! quarters and push them through

the press

Interpretaion of Malcolm's Direction

After that he felt that something more was urgently needed than
simply making the text of the speeches avallable. Malcolm's statements
had to be knit together and accurately Interpreled, not only in view
of the many distorters of his positions, but also hecause Malcolm's
outlook had evolved so radically and rapidly after he left the Black
Muslims that even many of his followers and admirers could not keep
yp with the pace of his theoretical and political development and re-
mained unaware of its full import and applications. _

The prime purpose of Breitman's latest book Is to show In just what
respects Malcolm changed during the last year of hif life* Breitman
analyzes Malcolm, the agitator, in agitaled lransition. What did

Malcolm move from and what was he heading toward?

In a symposium on this book at the Milifant Labor Forum In New

York April 14 one of the parlicipants who was, like Malcolm X, a
former Muslim minister, staled that In essence he never changed. This
view sweeps aside and fails to do justice to the differential features In
the successive stnges of Maleolm's growth.

From lhe moment he was made aculely aware of his own degrada-

tion and the entrapmenl of his people in the cages of white capitalist
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bued with an unfaltering singleness of purpose.

That was lo oppose, combatl and outwit the system thal impoverished,

o e S I S

crushed and humiliated twenty-two million blacks. That blazing re
volutionary fire was never quenched in him.

From Individualism to Organization

His first modes of resistance and rcbellion were Individualisic. He

sought relicf and release from the white-dominated hell called America
by "muking it" in whatever ways, legal or lllicit, ghetto life left open to
him. The first big turn came when he had time to read and refllect
Inside prison walls and saw thal this reckless course led to a dead end
or an cnd in premature and purposeless death. His conversion to the
Nation of Islam was not only a personal redemption and raclal re-
awakening bul a tremendous step forward for him and thousands of

others who cntered the ranks of the Black Muslims in the postwar
period,

It represented the poassage from individual evasion of a lerribly
oppressive and cruelly depressive environment into collective organ-
ization and action. To be sure, the national and social revolutionary
impulses which flowed through the congregation of this religious sect
had yel o lind their proger channel :“-«[--‘Jtr”uh‘-:\, the MNatllon of Islam
provided un clementary, albeit inadequals cxpression of racial soli-
darity and emergenl nalional consciousness, a coheslon born of the

*The Last Year of Malcolm X: The Evolulion of a Revolutionary by

George Breiiman. Merit Publishers, $1.95 paper
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- That change essentially con-
Hion to the deliberated revolu-

Amcricans and the exploited and oppressed In the rest of the world
were (o be [reed. These conclusions have an Immense bearing on both
the problems of black liberation und the prospects for a soclalist
America.

There are many misunderstandings about the real reiauun;bttwun
progressive militant nationallsm and revolutionary socialism. It is
often contended that nationalism and socialism have nothing whal-
soever in common, thal they are irreconcilable opposites. This is a one
sided judgment It is true that the nation-slate has been the character-
istic product of bourgeois socicty and capitalist political development;
that Marxists are internationalisis; and that one of the principal ob-
jectives of soclalism is to do away with the national frontiers thut
siraitjacket economie activity and the national animosities that divide

peoples and enable reactionary forces to hurl them against one an-
other. :

Anti-Imperialist National Independence

All this makes up one part of the socialist program. Bul there Is
mort [o ils position than that, espedially at this point in history,

Marxisis recognize that the imperialist conquest, division and ex-
ploitation of the globe has resulted in the subjugation and oppression
of many pcoples. Their strivings to throw off economic. political and
cultural domination by the greal capitalist powers and win national
indepcndence and unily are not only irrepressible but wholly legitimate.

These struggles are eniltled to support on thelr own merits from any
genuine supporter of democracy.

There are further reasons why revolutionary soclalists hall and
help the cational liberation struggles in Asia, Africa, the Middle Easi
and Lalin America al all stages. These anti-imperialist movements
deliver sledgechammer blows to the capitalist rulers who are the main
encinies of the world working class and opponents of spdullm? and
thereby ‘alter thz balance of class forces In favor of the anti-capiralist
camp. Thus the insurgeni nmlumnlitiu_um In objective alliance with
the forces of soclallsm agalnst all forms of imperialist reaction and

fon.
Hﬁ: alignment of the two separate social and political movements
s not confined to the International arena; if can also be operative
within the Imperialist sirongholds themselves. That is the case in the
United States today where the nationalist sentiments expressed in the
black power crusade, and the revolutionary socialisl movement are

alike pitted agalnst the capitalist regime.

Unéven Development of Workers :

Unfortunately, oppositional movements do nol march In unison
but are often oul of step with one another. That Is certainly so nowa-
days when the Negro musses are for oul In front, ready to challenge
the power structure as the mosl rebellious social force in Amuluml
Iife while miost white workers are conservatized and apathetic. Just as
the colonlal areas are the scene of the mos! intense revolutionary activ-
ity on a world scale, so the black resistance movement lakes FE
cedence in the anti-capitalist struggles In the United States. This

regular development creates many agonizingly difficult problems for
revolulionists, both black and white, who are concerned with bullding
& winning opposition to the status quo.

However, the experiences of the eolonial revolutions with which black
militants feel such close kinship hove many lessons (o teach those who,
like Malcolm, want to think through their problems in order 1o wage
the most effective ight Among these are the need for unity in struggle,
uncompromising hostility to the men of money, and distrust of all
their agents, conservative or liberal, open or disgulsed.

Two such lessons which Malcolm came o learn are of great and
even decisive Importance. One is the uscfulness of having allies when
you are besel by a formidable foe. To beal back and defeal the as-
saults of imperialism, the eolonial Insurgents need all the help they can
get-from any quarter, and not least from discontented residents in the
homelands of their oppressors. We see a fresh example of this in the
boost to the morale of the Vietnamese and the dissension sown in
Washington by the antiwar mobilizations which have called forth such
frenzicd attacks from Johnson, Westmoreland, Lodge and Nixon.

So black [reedom fighters here, as Malcolm came to realize, can
benefit Grom alliances with fraternal forces at home, provided these
alignments do not obstruet their own unity and independence or dis-
courage and deter their own revolutionary action. Whal counts in
alliances, as Breiiman emphasizes, is not the skin color or national
afliliation of the participants, bul the nature and the goal of their
partnership in struggle.

sinother truth which has been brought home to many ecolonial rebels,
sometimes to their astonishment and dismay, Is that a national struggle
which stops halfway cannot fulfill the deepest needs and social as-
pirations of their peoples. The struggle for emancipation must be carried
through to its logical conclusion. It Is not enough to win political
sovervighly under capitalism. National independence can become fie-
titious and turn into a snare and a delusion if popular power, yellow,
black or while, is not bultressed by public ownership over the means
of lifc and labor. So long as foreign or native properiied intercsis
conirol the major national resouras, the demands of the masses will
reinain unsatisfied and the couniry can again easily [all into econo-
mic zubservience to imperialism. The reinstatement ol nco-colonialism
under formally independent black regimes is being enforced in many
newly liberated African nations toda y.

From Nationalism to Sociallsm

This development is not loreordained. It can be averted and the high-
road lo progress be taken if the national revolution becomes combined
wilh a deeper and broader revolution along socialist lines through
which a government of workers and pcasants takes over the productive
[ecilitics of the country and operates a planned economy in a demo-
cralic manner. That is why the anti-imperialist national liberation
movements in the undeveloped lands irresistibly tend to pass over from
purcly nationalist grounds to socialist aims and measures. often in
rhetoric bul sometimes in reality.

This redirection of a democratic nationalist revolution into socialist
chanmels, which Is lodged in the very dynamics of a powerful mass
upsurge, look place in Cuba afler China and Vietnam Starting as
anncd national liberation struggles, these revolutions grew over inlo
consciously soclalist movements through conclusions derived from
dircet confrontations and collisions with the imperialists and their
servilors.

What application do these developments of the colonial revolution
have to the Alro-American strugule for equalily and emancipation?
There are three diverse components al work in the black freedom
muvement: its working class soclal composition, its black nationalismn,
and its submerged and latent socialism. Theinterrelation and interaction
of these elements are seldom clearly seen, and are often denied and dis-
missed, because they do not come forward evenly and mature at the
BEaAMme rate.

It is obvious to almos{ every black American, whether nationalist
or nol, that he has to work for a living (if he can get a Job), and that
the whole existence of his people is disfigured by the color bar. These
conditions generate fierce and explosive revolt. But the anti-capitalist,
and therewlth pro-socialist, dynamics and direction of his struggle are
nol so evideni, especially when he Is no! yet acquainted with authentic
socialist thought, when the labor movement Is passive and Indifferent
to his plight, and when the avowed socialist elements are predoml-
nantly white and weak.

Under such circumsiances there are dangers in an outlook, which
Is prejudiced In principle against socialism or Marxism, Is politically
unclear, and disregards the anti-capitulism implicit in the working
class character of the black revolt. It runs the risk of lagging behind
the needs and checking the forward march of the movemient ltself.
The millions of ghetto dwellers are not only imprisoned by racial
segrcgalion; they arc daily confronted with social, economie, political
and educational problems which eannol be alleviated, let alone solved,
within the [ramework of the existing economic and political system
«r without the ald of socialist idens.

The outstanding significance of Malcolm's evolution from black
nationalism toward socialism on a nitional and International scale
was thal, from his observations of the colonial world and his analysis
of modern history, he had begun lo grasp the neccssity for the co-
alescence of these two movements and seek a synthesis of the revolu-
tionary nationalist and socialist aspects of the freedom struggle. This
step in his evolulion was neither accidenial mor sirictly individual;
It was a logical political conclusion from his entire experience as a
revolutionary. In this respect he anticipated the future of the movement
as well as embodying Lhe besl of its current slage. :

His evolution was incomplete— or rather, incompleted. He was not,
or was not yet, as Breitman Is careful to point out, a Marxist. How-
ever, some ol his disciples loday, Inspired by Malcolm's vision and
his gift for growth, are also beginning to see that black nationalism
and revolutionary soclalism need nol be adversaries or rivals but
can and ought to be [riends and allies whose adherents can work
logether for common ends. : '
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This is the third installment of our translation of Plerre
Prank's The Fourth Internationai: A Contribufion to the
History of the Trolskyisi Moremenl

Chapter 3: From 1929 to 1933.

Formation of the
International Left Opposition

The vears 1928-33 marked Lhe grealest economic crisis

in the history of capitalism. Tens of millions of peopie

were thrown out of work— or never eveén gol a job after
leaving school The social crisis thus brought on ended
not in a gain for socialism but in the viclory of fascism
in Germany.

Colonial revolts and revolutions were on the increase;
the Chineze Communisis set oul on their Tong march.”
In the Soviet Union the period of the five-year plans
begon under the leadership of Stalin, who succeeded in
strangling the Bolshevik party.

In this period, despite their policy of class-collabora-
tion (the theory of the "esser evil”), the Socialist parties
generally did not! occupy the seats of government The
Communist parties followed an ultraleft, sectarian policy
{the Tthird period”). The combination of the two policies —
Socialist and Communist— paralyzed the proletariat.

L] L L

Stalin, falthful to his concept of "socialism In one coun-
try," expelled Troteky from the Soviet Unlon early in
1929. In so doing, Stalin believed he had once and for
all gotten rid of the man who, once again, found him-
sell In exile.

Even at that time Stalin would have gotten rid of
Trotsky in 8 more permanent way, excep! that, as
Zinoviev and Kamenev declared after the trolka broke
up, he feared an assassination might boomerang agalnst
him — his position was still far from secure, while Trotsky
stlll had considerable authority in the USSR. Inside the
USSR ltsell, Trotsky would never have discontinued his
activity. He had refused to make an agreement to that
eflect when Stalin bad demanded it It was after this re-
fusal that Stalin saw only one solution—to forbid any
relationship, any contact, between Trotsky and the USSR
That was the purpose Troisky's exile was Intended to
serve. Let us nol forgel that in the past Stalin had con-
sidered the pre-1917 revolutionary emigration as some-
thing of little importance. Later Stalin was to admlii that
he had made a mistake in exiling Trotsky. It was prob-
ably from that moment on that Stalin started the prep-
arations for Trolsky's assassination.

Upon his arrival in Turkey, Trotsky sel himself the
task of creating an International Bolshevik-Leninist
faction to fight against the disintegration of the inter-
national revolutionary movement

As early as 1924, cenirifugal currents had been ap-
pearing In the Communist International and in most of

_ Its sections, bul, except In the USSR, practically no group

had developed polltical lineamenils of Isa own—Ila own
well-rounded program (oulside of, m.rhﬂp-ﬂi; H’:t}f‘ "f”_l?:::
Bordigists). On the conirary, during the 1924-28 perlo
a serles of numerically tiny groups had been formed,
generally without solld ties to the working class, quar-

: 2lve w 1] any real pollt-
reling amongst themselves, and Ithout 3 [ :
well be explained by

ical cohesiveness, This can wer}

the fact that the Communist parties had arlsen from cur-
renls of very dlverse orlgin In the working-class n‘.m*r[rn'lt.‘iri._
and there had not been enough time before the ~.1r|!=i.l.ﬂl
the degeneration for reeducating and unifying these parties
on the basis of the iheoretical, political, and organizational

experience of Bolshevism. As soon as the ebb In [r.n- rey-
olutionary movement appeared, as soon a8 the 1|mpnr[
of the Bolshevik party's degeneration was felt In the Com-
munist International, reactionz on the most diverse po-
litical bases occurred amongst those who avolded getting
caught up in the Stalinist corruption. Thus in France,
between 1924 and 1929, a half-dozen dlifferent opposl-
tions appeared, each of them very varled in composition.

Immediately upon his arrival in Turkey, Trotsky ad-
dressed a letier to all of the groups and individuals who
found themselves In opposition to Stalinist poliey. Signed
"Gurov,” the leiter projected an international regroupment
and asked each of them what their positions were on the
three basic questions: the USSR, the Anglo-Russian Com-
mitiee, and the Chinese revolution. In this letter and In
other documents that followed shortly thereafter, Trotsky
distinguished three fundamental currenis in the Communist
International around which the different groups were, or
would be, gathered —In a more or less clear-cut fashion:

a) The Left Opposition, which defended the fundamental
political and organizational policles of Leninism advo-
cated by the Bolshevik-Leninists in the Sowviet Unlon:

b) The right opposition, orlented by the right wing
of the Bolshevik party (Bukharin) and composed of
groups opposed to Stalinism, not because of Its funda:
mental policy, not on the question of "soclalism In one
counfry,” but more particularly because of Its "ultralefi”
errors. These groups, the most important of which was
that of Brandler in Germany, each fried to have an In-
dependent national policy, with the result that they found
themselves:moving toward the social-demoecratic left.

¢) In the center, the Stalinist faction, the bureaucratic
wing in the service of the Kremlin.

In his letters, Trotsky also specified that the problem
of the internal regime of the party, no matter how Im-
portant it was, neverthéless had to be considered sub-
ordinate to fundamental political problems, and there
could be no question of entering into a bloc with the:
right (Brandlerites) because, while we had the same crit-
iclsm of the party regime that they did, there was complete
and total disagreement between us and them on the es-
senfial political problems, on the general political orlen-
tation.

The 1929-33 period of our international movement was
essentlally a period of principled delimitation (Le, de-
marcating ourselves, in respect to other opposition groups,
on the basls of principle) and formation of cadres. That
was the period In which a large number of our sectlons
were formed and in the course of which we learned, if
such an expression can be used, to "talk Trotskyist.”

It was during this period In France that the group
which published La Vérité (The Truth) was established
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(September 1929) and organized the Y

(Communist League) In 1930, i waguiiuzbwm;\
Parls that the first International Cun!‘erente n'!"ﬂ lﬁ!ﬁh
Leninlsts took place, which was (o give h’llh thevy,
ternational center, very weak at the time, that m‘iﬁu
come the Internatlonal Secretariat The dn'l"“ﬂ‘fﬁ
our movement led lo the l'_‘r::penhngen Cunfere .
altended b‘lr Trntak}'. and to i 1933 ':ﬂnf“ i
adopted the “eleven polnts® summarizing gy, -

gram basie h

Let us take a look ail the principal W
Proble -
ing the Trotskylst movement at that time, i W

Defense of the USSR

Beginning In 1929, the Opponents of Stalln
faced with the problem of défense of the Sﬂﬂhm_il'_!!-
occasioned by Incidents t(hat occurred durip 5 Uu.,‘
mer of 1929 on the East China rallroad. Ay lhE the A
Trans-Siberian included a section that passed t:i ng-‘I
nese lerritory. 6 ’“"Sh'lh

Agreements dld exlst between the USSR and Chjn
the management of the rallroad op Chiness s
These agreements had been established by the two hﬂt
tries on an equal footing, after Lenin's govermg: O
voluntarily repudiated all treaties concluded by mi-li_
that were of the "unequal treaty" type between the b
rialist powers and China. After the viclory of the -
revolution in China, Chiang Kal-shek wanted forefhly
expel the Soviet managers of that part of the fll]jr“
From the strategic point of view, that constituted g m’
danger for the USSR, since the Paclfic port of Wld[r'&':
would thus be cut off from all of Siberla In answer g,
Chlang, the Soviet government sent the Rtﬂ‘i\rmf'
enforce the rights of the Soviet state, at which Fuhld:
nunclations of "Soviet Imperiallsm,” and Other Argumens
we have often heard since, took place 8mONg & numby
of opponents of Stalinism. It was more or less ui
time that Hugo Urbahns, leader of the Hnmhu:g Ingyr.
rection of 1923, began to expound theorles on the ry.
istence of "state capltalism® In the USSR.7 It was al fy
time that Trolsky wrote The Defense of the Sopiel Unica
and the Left Opposition,® the first fairly complets exam.
ination of a question that was to be raised mMANy & Eze
thereafter.

In this pamphlet Trotsky defined the class nature of
the Soviet state, product of the October Revolution The
aim of any war against the USSR would be (o
the bases of the soclety (collective ownership of the messs
of production, etc.) and not to destroy its police rus
The defeat of the USSR would also bring In its waks
colonization of the country by Imperialism, which wod
thus be assured a new lease on life. This defeat woud
result in profound demoralization of the masses through-
out the entire world. But defense of the Soviet Unlon des
not at all consist in accepting or supporting Stalin's pak
icy. On the contrary, the latter i= one of the greatest dan
gers threatening the USSR — Stalin hunting around the
world for "allies,” to the detriment of the world revolution
This policy must be bitterly denounced, even in time of
war. "For the defense of the Sovlet Union, always! For
the defense of Stallnism, never!® The only real
of the Soviet Unlon in the event of world confliet is the
revolutionary struggle of the international proletarials
all the capitalist countries, "allies” or not of the USSE

The United Front Against the Hiler Danger .

The main struggle waged by the Left Opposition fros
1930 on was the struggle for the united front in Germss
against the rise of fascism. The Left Opposition's polify
was radically opposed to the Stalinist policy of the i
perlod,” which can be summarized as follows: Capitaiss
has entered a period of final crisls; consequenty (8
virtue of Stalinist logic), the entire bourgeolisie Is furnise
fascist, and along with It, its party in the working cias
the Social Democratic party, which is becoming a & :
fascist party; consequently, the danger of war agelns
the USSR s becoming Imminent; and consequenily B¢
magses are becoming radicalized, placing on the ““’“
general strikes, revolutionary days, leading 10 e
Insurrection. The political consequences of this Togis
this theory of "social fasclsm,” was that there could bt
no possible question of entering a united front 'ﬁ"
social-fascist party; on the contrary, It was necessary ©
Night this soclal-fascist party, to cut right through H‘.“
order to get at the bourgeolsle and at fasclsm, the
of social fascism.”

This International policy of Stalinism had It most dresd
ful repercussions and Its most horrible results i &=
many, where the workers, faced with the Hitlerite gangh
found themselves divided. Still worge, In certain
(the plebiseite In Prussian) the Stalinists voted (0
with the Nazis against the Soclal DemocrAls. Ano ;
fact: following the May 1, 1929, assassination of som
thirty Berlin workers by police led by the Social w“i
cratic prefect Zoergiebel, the Communist party d ad
that all Soclal Democrats were also Zoergiebeld who b
to be struck down. Chlldren of Soclal Democrais o
then “ittle Zoerglebels,” and the order was given 0 "
munist children's organizations to beat up Soclal DS
cratic children at school. Shortly before Hitler cAmS&
power, members of the German CP and the Nasis
common picket lines during the strike of the Berlin B athe
transport system, which was run by a Soclal Democt
municipallty. This “third perlod® policy created & rif
tween Soclallst workers and Communist workers and res*
dered the German proletariat helpless In face of
of the Naxzis.
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The Left Opposition led an international struggle against
the line of "social fasclam® and In favor of a united front
of the German Communist and Soclallst parties In order
to stop Hitler. That campalgn was based on a series of
pamphlets by Trotsky: What Next!, The Only Road, Let.
ter to a German Communist Worker, Germany: The Key
fo the International Situation. ¢

The development of the situsaton and our intervention
led the Stalinists, who had wanted (o avold the lssue,
to take a position on the Naz danger. In France the
CP leadership called an Information conference of the
Parls reglon, at which the then secretary, Semard, brand-
ed the German question "the Trotskyite hobbyhorse.” A
public meeting of the CP at Bulller Hall was the scene
of violent fstfights between Stalinisis and Trotakylsis.

Later, forced to respond to the workers' anxlety about
the fascist threat, as well as to serve the Kremlin's diplo-
matic maneuvering between the democratic conntries and
Hitlerite Germany, the Communist International nrg;niud
the "Amsterdam Committees” for the fight against fascism.
It was one of the frst experiments with a "mass”-type
organization controlled by the Stalinlsts. Our organiza-
tion “participated” in these Amsterdam and Parls (Pleyel
Hall) Congresses In order to €xpose them as subterfuges.
They were Just that— on many counts. The Stalinists sep-
arated the fight agalnst war and fascism from the rev-
olutionary struggle for power. 10 In that way, they spread
the idea that, with a given political line, the rise of fas-
clsm could be stopped and Imperialist war prevented —
within the capitalist systern.

Even at that time, the poliey of “peaceful coexistence”
was already taking Its toll. It was not invented by Khru-
shchev; he only adapted it to the new conditions of the
postwar period.

In that way, too, and under the banner of Leninism
and the October Revolution, Stalinism reintroduced social-
democratic and opportunistic ideas. The door was thus
opened to collaboration with the "antifascist™ bourgeolsie
or bourgeols "rlends of peace,” and the Kremlin took
its first steps on the road to the FPopular Front In France
and Spain, to be followed by the National Front

Finally, these groups were subterfuges inasmuch as
the Stalinlst chieftains claimed they were bullding & unitedt
front by this "mass*type method of organization, whereas
they were only regrouping people who had accepted their
leadership in advance. Thus did they distort — in the minds
of revolutionary workers and In the masses — the con-
cept of a united front among working-class organizations.

The Fight to Reform the Communist International
As we said, a great number of our sections originated

in this period, which was also marked by numerous in-
ternal crises In our movement. Since there were no large-
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seale workers' atruggles taking place in et period and

not have much of & mass bass,

undue Importance. But the personal elements of thess
fights were closely bound to, were grafted onto, political
and organizational problems. All these crises were phases
of the struggle to establish connections with the masses
and o build revolutionary leaderships. Only philistines,
only centrists, can sneer al these fights Instead of trying
fo understand them. In this perlod, an attempt at col-
laborating with the Bordigists, [n the same International
organization, proved fruifless. The Copenhagen Confer-
ence registered the Imposaibility of our being In the same
movement, under the given clreumstances.

During this entire perlod, we were opposed to build-
Ing = new Inlernational and new revolutionary parties.
The essence of our political line was to struggle to re-
form, to regenerate, the Communist International and
fls sections. Although expelled, we consldered ourBelves
a faction of the Communist International and of the Com-
munist partles, a faction struggling to put these organl-
rations back on the correct revolutionary road.

In that period we came up agamst tendencies that wani-
ed to form a new International, that said there was oo
longer anything that could be done with the Communist
[nternational and its sections. Our answer was that ocur
attitude toward working-<lass organizations could not be
dictated by subjective considerations such as our expul-
slon, nor even solely by the policy followed by the leader-
ship of those organizations. The birth and continued ex-
Isterice of revolutionary ‘parties and of a revolutionary
International correspond to a historical situation, to given
objective conditions that cannot arbitrarily be dismissed
with a few strokes of the pen The Communist Inter-
national and its sections had ai their command the his-
toric capital rising out of their origin, their connection
with the Russlan Revolution, thelr years of struggle in
working-clags movements. These organizations had deep
roots In the masses. Stalinism was squandering the his-
toric capital of the Third International, but only great
historic events could show whether it was definitively fin-
lshed, doomed from & revolutionary point of view, de-
spite our efforts (o regenerate it

From 1823 on, we had seen the Left Opposition In the
Communist parties grow, with (and by means of) every
revolutionary upsurge of the workers. We had no grounds
for saying that the bureaucratization of these parties was
irreversible. It should not be forgotten that the CPs of
that era, although already led by Stalinists, were qulte
different from the political machines of today. They were
still revolutionary formations. Finally, in our struggle
against the policies of the third period, we had warned
that a defeat of the German proletariat and a victory
for Hitler could constitute precisely the historic event likely
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to change our course with regard to the Communlist Inter-
national. We must bear In mind the world situaton af
that time. The European working class constifuted the
majority of the world working class: the colonial move-
ments had only Just begun.

It should be noted that later on, when we turned to-
ward the construction of a Fourth International and new
revolutionary parties, practically none of the people who
had condemned our policy of reforming the Third Inter-
national and had taken a positon against us In favor
of creating a Fourth International — practically none of
these people Jolned us In this task. Most of them con-
tinued to form ultraleft groupings. This proves that there
were much deeper differences between us and those who
criticized us at that time than the possible reform of the
Communist International. Actually, these divergences
stemmed [rom totally different concepts of the party and.
its relationship to the working class.

[To be continued]

6. Since then, a line has been built that goes only through So-
viet territory.

7. The theory of "state capitalism™ was really not new. [i had
been created right after the October Revolution by Social Demo
crals like Otto Bauer, Karl Kautsky, eic

of Fourth Inter
March 1947

B-. A‘;'H.ﬂﬂ.b.[f‘ in .F..Tlgllih in the f'l.'rUl.',':'.hIﬁ‘L{ 188 ues
rafional: Oclober 1846, December 1346 and
Translator

9. These pamphlets are all contained In The Struggle Againsi
Fascism in Germany, by Leon Trotsky. Pathfinder Press. Inc..
New York, N. Y. — Trangalor

10. It Is obvious that a revolutionary party must conduct spe-
dfic campaigns and actions againsi fascism and imperialist
war, but these actions must be anticapitalist In characier.

the risé

Kremlin Orders the Arrest of |
Pyotr Yakir

By George Saunders

After months of threats, the Soviet
political police have arrested Pyotr
I. Yakir, a prominent dissident Com-
munist, civil-rights leader, and son
of one of the Red Army generals as-
sassinated in 1937.

Yakir was taken Into custody by
plainclothesmen aboul noon on June
21, according to friends of his. The
arrest was made at his apartment in
the auto-plant district of Moscow. He
was driven away In an official-look-
ing black Volga automobile, dissident
sources said.

His friends reportedly expect that
he will be put on trial on charges of
“anti-Soviet” activity.

Yakir was subjected to a prolonged
search of his apartment in mid-Jan-
uary, at which time large quantities
of personal documents, manuscripts,
and files were confiscated: from him.
In connection with an official drive
to suppress the samizdat newslelter
Chronicle of Current Events, he was
kept under close surveillance after that
and, reportedly, searched a second
time.

According to Charlotte Saikowskl,
writing from Moscow for the June 22
Christian Science Monitor, Yakir was
arrested for "anticonstitutional activ-
itles which he had systematically car-
ried on for several years, submitling
to Western propaganda agencies in-
‘ormation which was used agalnst the
Soviet Unlon.”

logether with Vladimir Bukovsky,
Yakir was one of three Soviet opposi-
ionists who gave a filmed Interview
to CBS-TV correspondent William
Cole in Moscow in early 1970. That
television film was part of the evi-

dence used to convict Bukovsky in
January of "anti-Soviet propaganda
and agitation,” an offense for which
he received a twelve-year sentence.

Saikowski says that her source
named Radio Liberty and Radio Free
Europe as the agencies to which Yakir
allegedly submitied information. Such
a tactic of smearing pro-Soviet, but
antibureaucratic opponents by asso-
ciation with reactionaries and real
agencies of imperialism has been
Stalinist judicial practice since the
1920s.

Saikowski had further unpleasant
news to report from her "source,” who
"said Mr. Yakir had been warned sev-
eral times by Soviet authorities that
his activities were illegal, but he per-
sisted in them. Also, he added, the
dissident formed a group of yvoung
people, Including his daughter Irina,
to assist him." (This is an apparent
reference to the Initiative Group for
the Defense of Human Rights in the
USSR.)

"The latter charge apparently will
be used in the trial," Saikowski goes
on. "At this writing, however, it is
not known under what article of the
Soviet criminal code Mr. Yakir will
be tried or when the trial will take

place.”

If Yakir s placed on trial, a very
sharp confrontation belween pro-
Stalin and anti-Stalin forces in the
Soviet Union could result. In recent
years Yakir has become widely known
as an outspoken opponent of Stalin-
jsm. An open letter he wrote in March

1969 stipulated grounds in present-
day Soviet law under which Stalin
should be posthumously tried.

An earlier open letter, in January
1968, cosigned by the Crimean Tatar
poet and activist Ilyva Gabai and un-
derground satirical songwriter and
singer Yuli Kim, had protested the
increasingly favorable views of Stalin
being printed. The 1968 letter con-
trasted the rehabilitation of Stalin's
reputation (o the continued negative
treatment of Trotsky, whose role as
People's Commissar of War and
Chairman of the Military Revolution-
ary Councll was still being present-
ed as "unrelieved wrecking activities.”

To oppose what he saw as a grow-
ing return to Stalin's methods of po-
lice terror, Yakir joined with other
Soviet dissidents to form the loosely
knit Initiative Committee for the De-
fense of Human Rights in the USSR
in May 1969. Most of its members
have been jailed or confined in psy-
chiatric hospital-prisons, the most re-
cent victim being the Kiev mathema-
tician Leonid Plyushch, who was ar-
rested in January of this year.

The Initiative Committee’s main ac-
tivity has been to publicize violations
of civil rights and to protest cases
of political persecution. This has been
done through protest letters and peti-
tlons, many addressed to the United
Nations.

Despite the victimization of many
dissidents in recent years, Yakir had
not been previously touched, for all
his outspokenness. In an open lelter

to the Twenty-fourth Congress of the |
Soviet Communist party in March §
1971, in which he called Stalin "one
of the greatest criminals of the twenti- |
eth century,” Yakir indirectly referred f§
to this temporary immunity he seemed

to enjoy while friends and acquaint-
ances were being picked off by the
police on every side: "The selectve-
ness, the 'discrimination,' employed
in exercising repression (for one and
the same 'crime,’ one person is given
a reprimand at work, another is not
bothered at all, and a third gets sev-
eral years in a prison camp) only
underscores the arbitrariness and il-
legality of the repressive measures.”

The reason the KGB was reluctant
o arrest him previously was of course
that a legal case involving a Yakir
would revive too many memories of
the great purges of the 1930s. After
his father, General lona [Russian for
"Jonah®| Yakir was shot, the general's
widow and Pyotr, then fourteen years
old, were interned in a concentration
camp. They were not freed until after
Stalin's death In 1953. In the "de
Stalinization™ perlod they were reha-
bilitated, as were the Red Army of-
ficers Stalin had slaughtered on the
eve of World War 1I, in a move that
beheaded the first line of Soviet de-
fense.

Khrushchev himself referred to
Pyotr Yakir in the 1956 "secret speech”
at the twentieth party congress. Al-
lowed to work as a historian, Pyotr
edited a collection of articles about
his father. How far the rehabilitation
of the purged generals of 1937 went
may be judged from the fact that a
Soviet ship was named the fona Yakir.

Ironically, after Pyotr Yakir had
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Pillar- Naco Pty. Ltd., a subsidiary of the

giant English company Rio- Tinto- Zinc

Corp., two weeks ago sacked 90 workers

at its Hendra plant. [n response to this

sacking 600 workers at Naco occupled

the plant and are refusing to leave until

. those workers dismissed are reinstated.

g The manage ment has announced that a

- further 90 workers will lose -their jobs in

k the next 5 months, The workers at

' Pillar-Naco believe that the whole plant
will shortly be closed down and operations
transferred to Jamaica and Ghana, where
RTZ can take advantage of the cheaper
laboiur available there, Just recently
Pillar- Naco turned down il ceul‘.:;ct worth

000 which gives the lie to the

ﬁ:s:?;agement's :.-E’:nim that they have been
forced to lay off workers owing to the

scarcity of ordert.

k. Rio- Tinto-Zinc, which has subsidiaries in
E Britain, South Africa, Rhodesia, Bou-
Ei gainville, Canada and Australia to name
3 only a few, in 1971 made a profit of

3 £66 million (about $150 million) despite
4 the depressed warld metal prices. On

1 June 15 the Australian Financial Review
published excerpts from a speech made
by Sir Val Duncan to the annualgeneral
meeting of RTZ. The following quote is
taken from his speech:

]
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"So far as RTZ Pillar is concerned, I am
glad to say they made record sales and
record profits last year notwithstanding
difficult rading conditions",

. . PR B
4 I-?—..,.}b;'.;;\__'\-._ . .

RTZ's profit is expected to expand
rapidly in the future, A Melboume
investment advisory p has predicted
a net profit of over $100 million in 1973
i from the Bougainville project alone
¥ Australian Financial Review 15/6/72).
. 'i ' g Ltd, is a mammoth
i offshoot of CRA which in turn is an off-
: g - shoot of RTZ.

i RTZ, through its subsidiary CRA was res-
& ble for the seizing of land on
ml:i.nvﬂle against the wishes of the local
inhabitants, It employs native workers

at an average of $8 to $9 per week, with
the top wage being around $12 per week.
While super-exploiting the local workers.
CRA buys off the European workers by

paying them much higher wagr:;:i T;ﬂs is
part of a clearly thonght out po c}icy L
the part of the company. 'I'hi; ﬂow

to keep the workin class 'dhr'i e Lri®
whateyer means it has at 1fs disposa 1
company also makes it a policy not 1593
put .Jocal workers from the same _anr
gether; its conscious intention ::sut_
exacerbate any inter-tribal hostilinEs i
that may already exist as well as c:rea?; g
tension between the local and European

workers.

The sacking of the Pillar-Naco workers
further shmgs the attitude of RTZ to all
its employees - they are expen-:[a!:lle
sources of labour power to be utilised
while RTZ so desires, to be sacked ata
moment's notice when it finds it can make
larger profits elsewhere, Over the last
riod the workers at Pillar-Naco have

E:f:n producing machinery that is being
transported to Jamaica in order to set up
a new plant utilising the cheaper labour
there, They have been engaged in work
that is directly leading to their own

redundancy.

The workers have been told that they are
losing their jobs because of the a?-ailabﬂ-
ity of "cheap Asian labour". This has
been linked to the question of internat-
jonal companies taking over Australian
companies, (In March 1970 what was
Appleton Industries Ltd., was taken over
by the Pillar Aluminium Co,) The view
has been put forward by the AMWU dele-
gate at Naco that in selling their shares
to RTZ, the shareholders of Appleton's
sold out the interests of Queensland. This

has led to the following demands being
put forward: "Keep Aussies in Jobs",

"Ban Foreign Takeovers", "Why Buy
Queensland Made When There Is No One
To Make it?" The workers have been told
that if overseas investment in Australia
were prevented then there would be jobs
for all, These are diversions! The big
companies exploit not only
Australian workers but workers of every
country., The "cheap labowur" overseas

is even more exploited than workers here
in Australia, and by the very same outfit.

the tactic of “"quiet” incarceration in
madhouses was used against the dis-
sident Communists Pyotr Grigorenko

and Ivan Yakhimovich.

In recent months the Kremlin has
adopted a new tactic: allowing dis-
sidents to leave the country but not

Furthermore, even if industry were Whﬂ_hliy
owned by Australian companies, it wo T
not be immune from the current capita
crisis and would therefore be forced to

cut back production and lay off workers,
BHP, Australia's largest company, is
expecting to effect large retrenchments

in the near future.

ring of chauvinistic sentiments
f&ﬁ;ﬁﬁfmmg class should be roundly
condemned, Any diversions of the work-
ing class along national, racial or sexual
lines, works directly in the interests af
the ruling class, It should be explained
that "workers of all lands" must unite if
there is to be any long term solution to
the problems of redundancy and inflation,
The CPA, by including an article by
David Lofthouse (the AMWU delegate at
Naco who is alsa a CPA member) in last
week's Tribune which expressed these
sentiments, stands condemned.

CAUSES OF UNEMPLOYMENT & THE
CRISIS OF CAPITALISM

Redundancies are an ineyitable part of
the capitalist economic system, Fierce
international competition results in
certain sectors of industry becoming
unprofitable because they are unable to
compete on the world market, Thus we
have the drive for cheaper labour,
productivity deals and forced incomes
policies, In recent years the situation
has been growing steadily worse through-
out all of the capitalist world: the US
has an unemployment rate of 6%,
Britain has approximately 1 million
memployed, Australia has over 100, 000
out of work, The boom period of the
50's for international capitalism has
come to an end and we see spiralling
inflation and unemployment in all
capitalist countries, This development
is extremely significant in that it
indicates that contrary to what the neo-
Keynesians have been telling us,
capitalism is incapable of solving its
inherent contradictions for any lasting
period of time.

The complete irrationality of capitalism

The Kremlin has real reason to aim
reprisals against Yakir, Chalidze, Sol-
zhenitsyn, and others like them. The
signs of mounting unrest and political
consciousness among the masses, es-
pecially among some of the national
minorities, cause the Brezhnev regime

is evident to all wh F
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THE ALP & THE SIT-IN

The Labor Party must, together with
the union movement, developa 3l
campaign in support of the sit-inasd |
against the redundancies, Socialisiiz

the same lines as Tumerman's. "The
guarantee of the freedom of the indh}
vidual has ceased to be an intermal
matter and has become an [nferns-
tional problem,” he declared.

"Before the arrival of Preside
Nixon," he reported, "people were calisd

the ALP must raise these demands and.
fight for them, for it is clear that the .

resent right wing leadership is anti-
abour and will only aid the manage-
ment, not the workers,

The ALP has shown that in times of
capitalist crisis and working class u
surge, it will betray the interests or
workers, The great coal strike of 1948
was betrayed by a labor government
which sent troops against the striking
miners in order to break their strike.

Whitlam has made it clear through pro-
jected legislation such as the Cameron
Proposals, and watered down variants,
that he intends to harness and shackle
the labour movement, Capitalism
today is finding that the traditional
parties (Liberal etc., ) are proving ob-
solete and cumbersome in adapting to
its current needs. This is why sections
of the ruling class are backing the ALP
to victory so that it can carry through
rationalisation of industry at the expense
of the working class, under the guise of
ushering forth socialism,

In the late 50's, Harold Wilson captured
the leadership of the British Labour Party
backed by a strong "left wing" ticket,

He claimed to be leading British society
to socialism. The subsequent world
capitalist crisis forced the Labour Party
to rationalise industry preparing Britain
for the inevitable entry into the European
Economic Community (EEC);an economic
community that was necessitated by the
situation where large European capitalist
concerns necded protecting against their
US and Japanese rivals,

To perfect the necessary economic re-
structuring in Britain, the capitalist
class had to attack the unions, The
Labour Party turned upon the working
class by introducing anti- trade union
laws and legislation.

For years, the Tasmanian ALP has suffered
from a bureaucratic right-wing leader-
ship. Despite the preferential voting
system, the left has rarely gained any
prominent positions in the internal super-
structure, and has almost never had any
parliamentary representative. Prominent
ALP leaders in Tasmania are known to
support the war and conscription, , .

[n 1968-69, the situation was such that
even Brian Harradine, the extreme right
wing Tasmanian Trades and Labour
Council secretary, managed to exercise

a powerful voice in state ALP politics, As
the politicians continue to retain their
positions, they, and hence the right wing,
become more and more entrenched in
the ALP state superstructure,
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SOLIDA RITY

Because of the giant international re-
sources df the modern day c tions,
workers taking action in one small off-
shoot can have little effect on the
operations of these companies, The
only avenue for success lies in obtaining
the support of the whole working class:
unity is strength! The workers at Pillar-
Naco's Sydney plant went on strike in
support of the Brisbane Pillar-Naco sit-
in. Workers at Evans Deakin shipyards
have discussed what action they can take
in solidarity. The trade union move-
ment as a whole and the Labor Party
must build a campaign of all workers
around the issue of redundancies, Evans
Deakin itself.is in line for massive lay-
offs. Already the workers in the car
industry and the mining industry and the
wharves have suffered from redundancies.
Any company that attempts to dismiss
workers should be black-listed by all
other unions,

So far the old Trades and Labour Council
has come out in support of the sit-in, and
has called on other unions both nation-
ally and intermationally, to take action
in solidarity,

ROLE OF STUDENTS

Students, though physically isolated
from the workers' mdvement, can play
an extremely important role. (Besides
they should not imagine that they can
remain unaffected by the problems of
unemployment., The number of grad-
uates unable to find employment upan
leaving university is steadily growing).

There are a number of things that
students can do, Expressions of

solldarity on the part of the students can
have an encouraging effect on the workers
actually engaged in struggle round redun-
dancies. By donating money to strike
funds, helping on picket lines, and pro-
viding creches and food for the striking
workers, they can be extremely valuable,
Demonstrations in support of the workers
can be organised.

Not only can students support the workers
by engaging in certain action, they can
also carry out research into the activities
of companies in order to furnish the
warkers with added ammunition in their
fight against the bosses. This is probably
the most important function the students
can carry out as most workers have

BY ALBAN JOHNSON

the right, who use his past opportunism

to the utmost, as well as calling him
either "Communist”, or "NCC Infiltrate, "
depending upon who is listening,

The first attempt to destroy Labor Youth
occcurred when members of the conserv-
ative Newdegate branch wrote a letter
to the ALP State Executive, levelling a
range of allegations at Labor Youth, and
requesting a full-scale investigation into
the activities of the organization,

this Conference upon one entirely false
premise, That is, that the Parliamentary
Party is attempting to take over and silence
Labor Youth to avoid any embarrassment
to the parliamentarians, Therefore, people
were encouraged to rally to defend indep-
endence, radicalism, young idealism,

and s0 on,

"Our aim has been one thing only. I
cannbt emphasise this too strongly. That
is, to replace the small and unrepresent-

neither the time nor the academic train-
Ing needed to do such resecarch. This
can thus lead to the forging of a genuine
and lasting worker-student alliance,

A WARNING TO ALL WORKERS

The action of the Pillar-Naco manage-
ment is oot an isolated incident, All
over Australia workers are losing their
jobs - in the car ind fy the mining
industry and on the wharves, If the
Naco workers are defeated it will be a
defeat for the whole working class, If
one employer escapes others will follow
in his footsteps,

* THE PILLAR-NACO WORKERS
MUST WIN OUT!

* SPREAD THE SOLIDARITY STRIKES!
THE WHOLE TRADE UNION MOVE-
MENT AND THE LABOR PARTY
MUST TAKE UP THE FIGHT OF THE
NACO WORKERS!'

* WORKERS CAN TAKE NO RESPON-
SIBILITY FOR THE RUNNING OF
THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM'

* NO TO ALL REDUNDANCIES!

THE 1972 LABOR YOUTH CONFERENCE:
A STACK OF TROUBLE

Lohrey, then walked out,

This break-away group then re-formed
downstairs, where they held their own
little "conference"”, at which they passed
a resolution requesting that the ALP state
executive meeting on June 26 take action
against Labor Youth,

Supporters of Lohrey and Jacobs withdrew
their nominations for all the executive
positions in the real conference, thus
opening the way for a large left-wing
majority on the executive,

REPERCUSSIONS
On June 20, about50 unionists, represent-
ing some 15 unions carried unanimously

~ |Arrest of

tive cligue which now has Labor Youth
in its pcct'et. Qur only replacement
criteria is for people honest in their opin-
ions and truly representative of the Labor

Youth members, "

in to the militia [regular police] and
the state security police, where the
were asked to sign a promise notlag
commit any antisocial act during &
president's visit."

"I would like to hope that affer Prest
dent Nixon's visit, reaction will noth
stepped up, that arrests will stop, and
that no one will be interned In &ni%
gane asylum,” he added. ;

The regime has reacted otherwise
Under pressure from international asd
domestic public opinion to stop ®
repressive actions, it nevertheless bt
a mortal fear of a soclal uprllmﬁf :
would strip it of its privileges It
casting about, seeking a WAy to )
lence the voices of protest withost
creating more protest in furt

to fear any organized or prominent
oppositional person or group as a
potential spark that could set off a
conflagration.

a resolution which stated that Labor Youth
should be allowed to operate without
interierence, They also urged the ALP
State Executive to declare the conference
properly constituted.

permitting them to return. Leading
dissidents and assoclates of Yakir—
Yuri Glazov, Yuri Titov, and Alek-
sandr Yesenin-Volpin—as well as the
poet Iosif Brodsky have thus been
removed as immediate problems from
the Kremlin's point of view.

When the ALP State Executive met on
Sunday, May 28, it set up a committee
"to enquire into the activities of Labor
Youth"; a committee which was intended
to be a kangaroo court., Senator A.G.
Poke was chairman, but, despite the
right-wing majority on the committee, it
found the charges basically groundless,
thus failing in its original intent,

However, this aging leadership has rarely
gone long unchallenged. Organizing on a
basic anti-conservative stand, various
forces to the left of the leadership have,
in instances, been able to unite against the
extreme right. And, in instances, they
have won,

Senator Justin O'Bymne, father of the Senate
and Labor Youth patron then gave an
opening address, saying that this point
should not be confused in the ALP aims,

The regime's anger at the outspoken
oppositional stands of Yakir, Solzheni-
tsyn, and Chalidze was obvious in the
course of the trial of Vladimir Bukov-
sky In January. All three were repeat-
edly linked with Bukovsky by the pro-
secution; and the harsh sentence meted
out to him was a gauge of the treat-
ment they would like to give the
others.

Yakir and Chalidze figured largely
in the protests around the Bukovsky
trial, both preceding and following
it Yakir especially was linked with the
publication of the transcript of Bu-
koveky's trial, which the authorities
wished to keep secret. Aleksel Tumer-
man, the young Jewish dissident who
took responsibllity for making that
franscript publie, is reportedly a close
assoclate or even a gecretary or asslis-
tant of Yakir,

In the month or two before Nixon's
trip to Moscow, the Brezhnev regime
seemed to suspend the sharp campaign
it had opened up against all forms of
dissidence at the turn of the year, Ap-

parently, embarrassing incidents were
to be avolded on the eve of Nixon's
grand tour.

The dissidents, for thelr part, did
not call a truce. Tumerman gﬂx;e an
interyiew €xpressing the hope that the
question of human rights would come
up in the Brezhnev-Nixon discussions
& vain hope of courge. For thm: hf:

was immediately :
5 ¥ confined for "psychi-
atric® observation YL

Yakir, too, lssued g

At the meeting of the State Executive on
June 26, several proposals regarding
Labor Youth were to be brought forward.
Originally, the plan was to dissolve the
organization, However, during a lunch-
time discussion, the right decided that

it was tactically unsound to carry out
this plan, Whereupon they decided to re-
constitute Labor Youth.

The 1971 State Labor Youth Conference
held in Launceston was an example of this
- a centre -left ticket made a clean sweep
of the executive, And to cap this, a
number of radical motions were brought
forward; and passed, Perhaps the most -
publicised of these was one which called
for the legalization of marijuana, and

for its production and distribution to be
goveminentally controlled, This motion
was passed without opposition at the
conference, Immediately, the press blew
it up until it became headline news,

. from P. 11
B 8lgned & protest lefter to the United
- f-Netions, the captain and crew of this

~ Jf *hip sent him & letter remonstrating
~§§ with him for his “unpatriotic® act. His
~ [ reply to the crew of the Jona Yakir
is one of the documents circulating
in samizdati today. _

- Another of his uncensored works

circulating privately is entitled Con-

centration Camp Childhood. Part one

f§l ©f his memoirs, this has also been

published outside the Soviet Union.

- J The second part was reportedly con-
 J] fiscated by the KGB this year.

§ U Yakir is placed on trial, it will
~ @ be the first time since the denuncla-
|} tlon of Stalin's crimes that someone
j direclly linked with a victim of the
EBreat purges has been subjected to
revived Stalin-type frame-ups. The
- |} protests around the Sinyaveky-Danlel
£ trial, the Ginzburg-Galanskov trial, the
) '_—_E_Mtﬂnw-ﬂugnru trial, and the Bu-
<F kovsky trial might prove to be only

; ijnny skirmishes if all the forces
‘qpposed to a revival of Stalin's meth-
~0ds can unite and mobilize in defense
of Yakir. -

For several years the Kremlin has
m away from public clals for dis-
m %ho might win too much sup-
port, especlally If they are opposition
Communists who mighs win support
from left forces internatiousily. Thus

OCn the Sunday (June 11) moming, the
second day of the conference, a red
pamphlet was circulated by various left-
wing members, refuting Jacobs' pamphlet
handed out at the opening of the confer-
ence and stating in part:

"Dear Comrades,

"Yesterday, you were handed a yellow
sheet of paper which was an attempt at
character assassination motivated, poss-
ibly, by Mr. Tony Jacobs* failure to

gain ALP endorsement for the Federal
seat of Denison."

"The sincerity of the Socialist beliefs of
the present Labor Youth State Executive
will be shown by the people they nomin-
ate for positions and by the way they vote
on policy issues. " '

A recent report In a N orwegian
newspaper, Aftenposten, states that the
Soviet authorities are planning fo of-
fer leading oppositionists a choice: to
leave the Soviet Unlon or be impris-
oned. Correspondent Per Egil Hegge
claimed that among the opposition-
ists to be thus approached were Yakir,
novelist Aleksandr Solzhenltsyn, and
Human Rights Committee member
Valery Challdze,

Hegge also claimed that, if expelled
from the Soviet Union, oppositionists
would be stripped of Soviet citizen.
ship under Article 20 of the Crim.
inal Code of the Russian Republic.
This is the same article under which
Stalin expelled Leon Trotsky in 1929,
according to Hegge.

Other rumors have been reported
that former Major General Pyotr Gri-
‘gorenko, confingd In a psychiatric hos.
pital under conditions sure to destroy
him before much longer, might also
be expelled from the Soviet Union,

Such rumors could well have been
planted by the Kremlin regime to dis-
arm international protest if new trials
are being prepared. A relatively minor
Oppositionist writer, Valery Tarsis, it
should be recalled, was allowed to
leave the USSR and was then stripped
of citizenship in the same week that

the major trial of writers Sinyavsky

and Daniel occurred in 1968,

THE STACK

The right then decided to mobilise an
all-out stack for the 1972 Labor Youth
conference, to be held on June 10, 11 and
12, And in the weeks prior to the confer-
ence, they came across a real windfall,
A loose supporter of theirs, Tony Jacobs,
was defeated for the ALP endorsement for
Denison in the federal elections to be
held later this year. He was defeated by
John Coates, a university research officer
in bio-chemistry, who was supported by
Mulcahy. Thus the right found in Jacobs
not only a rabid Mulcahy-opposed, but
also a willing organiser to this end.

The warious branches are to be zoned 50
that there are 2 in the North-West, 2 in
the Launceston area, and 2 in the Hobart
area, The University branch shall remain
untouched. A sub-committee of the
State Executive will draft a new constit-
ution to be put to a Labor Youth conference
in August or September, and to the 1973
state ALP conference for ratification,
Multi-membership of branches shall be
discontinued. And Labor Youth will not
be able to make any press statements
independently of the ALP, However, the
recent Labor Youth conference and the
executive it elected are to be recognized,

And it was at this juncture that the ALP
state hierarchy first began to stir, The
mover, seconder and State president
were summoned tO meel various members
of the State executive in committee:
Doug Lowe (now Minister for Housing),
Senator Ken Wreidt, etc, They were
advised that it was in their interests not
todo this again,

The left counter organised:

"If Labor Youth is taken over by the con-
servative, pragmatic element which

does exist to some degree within the

Party, then one can be certain that the
new ideas will fast disappear - members
THE LEFT ORGANIZES will drift away, and there will be obvious
Recently, a Socialist Left was set up in repercussions to the Party in the electorate,
the Tasmanian ALP, based around the It is vital that Labor Youth remain social-
magazine, Tas-Action, This grouping has ist as well as democratic - not become
gained the support of many individuals left-liberal and authoritarian," (A Stack
in the ALP, mainly from the Trade Union of Trouble - Tas-Acton 3 pp 2-3)

and Labor Youth sphere, And it was with
this in mind that the Parliamentary wing
decided that Labor Youth must be destroyed.

The opportunism of Jacobs and his
supporters was shown very well when.a
motion calling for "the Nationalization
under workers' self~-management of
industrial monopolies and the major
financial institutions without compens-
ation so that the productive forces of
society can be used for the benefit of
all humanity "was passed without any
opposing vote. They have, at previous
meetings opposed this, especially the
"without compensation"clause.

So basically, the State Executive reached
a compromise intended to silence the

left, yet satisfy the right. While the

right has not won any absolute victory, it
has moved, and will not stop here: Doug
Lowe, MHA, has given notice of a motion
to proscribe the Socialist Left. Senator
Wreide has suggested that if Socialist

Left supporters do not resign from the
party, they should be expelled as "anti- 4
ALP" elements,

The attempts by the right to silence the

left have not been successful. Socialists

must continue to defend their right to put
forward their views in the ALP and be on

guard against the continual attempts to
move the to the right. The eventg
in the Tasmanian Labor Youth are only®
pa:t:fﬂm struggle, Further battles lie :

We won't trouble our patient reader with
the shenanigans that featured at the con-
ference, Suffice to say that as the smoke
cleared, the left had the numbers,

The whole tussle climaxed when Andrew
Lohrey, MHA, then stood up and grabbed
the microphone to make an impassioned
SOME HIGHLIGHTS statement to the effect he had had enough
On Saturday, June 10, at atout 10,30 a.m of Mulcahy, and "of this disgusting con-
the conference opened with Richard Mulcahyference", and that he considered the

in the chair, All delegates were presented majority of the people present to be

with a yellow pamphlet written by Tony anti-ALP, This was clearly aimed at the
Jacobs which stated in part: left wing of the party. He then urged
"Dear People, everyone to walk-out of the conference
"Some members have been attracted to there and then, About,15 people, led by

Since February this year, the right have
been organizing on a fairly basic anti-
Richard Mulcahy (state president of
Labor Youth) stand, probably because
Mulcahy has, despite a conservative and
opportunistic past, been the most ardent
organizer of the left wing of the party.
The hope was that if Mulcahy could be
deposed the left would fall apart. Thus,
he has become an object of abuse from

T
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RAY SLOBODNIUK

“The Pangu Pati has emerged unmistake-
ably as the territory's (Papua-New Guinea

- PNG ) dominant polijtical force."™ And,

continued the Sunday Australian's editor-

ial of April 23, "is the {irst successful
attempt to give expression to the i
ence movement in one of the last surviv-
ing colonies in the world. " The same
editorig]l went on to paint a pi::htuni:: of
bourgeois respectability about the Pangu
Pati, It w:assl:{:t full G?”hut heads and
revolutionaries” but on the contrary, "the
Australian government should be thankful
that when the time comes to hand over
power to the Territory's own people, it
will be dealing with a moderate, respons-
ible and popularly elected body that
respects the procedures of democratic
rule and parliamentary government, "

Such is the attitude not only of the Sunday
Australian but of nearly all sections of

the Australian mling class, (1) It may

be said by some that the Australian
bourgeoisie was presented with a fait
accompli and could do little but accept
the Pangu Pati, But as we shall see, such
4 view, which implies that Australia saw
its interests allied to those of the white ex-
patriates in PNG does not stand up to

scrutiny.

Even the most cursory glance at the
‘evolution of Australian government policy
in PNGover the past 10 years shows that
this argument is untenable. If we accept
‘that up to the mid 1960s the Australian
bourgeoisie relied upon the expatriate
elite to care for its interests, it is clear
that after this time the situation changed

'. -msigniﬂ:anﬂy. In response to imper-

- the UP would be unable to "rule.” (2)

As the already quoted Australian editorial
intimated, the formation of the Pangu -
led Nationa] Coalition (3) was greeted

depend- enthusiastically in Austraiia. A Sydney

Moming Herald (4) editorial dated

April 21, stated bluntly that the defeat

of the UP was not surprising and that foll-
owing upon this defeat, the UP "had
retreated into formless conservatism,
losing both its vigour and determination, "
But perhaps the most illuminating evidence
about the attitude of former allies is to

be found in an article by Vincent Smith

in the National Times (April 24-29, 1972),
Headlined "Pangu and Peacock - coming to
a pat on self government" the article
discusses Peacock's attitude to Pangn.
Smith is careful to distinguish clearl
between the priorities of Peacock -.mg

his predecessor Barnes, in the role as
minister for Territories and implies very
openly that with Peacock's appointment,
the LCF governiment has stepped into line
with the ALP and developed a " realistic”
policy towards PNG. According to Smith:
" The Pangu Pati with its desire for early
self government, and * the obvious ability
of its leaders to govern and organize
politically, was the obvious group towards
which Mr, Peacock would gravitate, "

Even more revealing is the description of
how Peacock, and "his old friend the
administrator Mr, Johnson," "Together

. » ;amxiously followed the fluctuating
fortunes of Pangu. " (5)

The overall tone of this article and its

obvious attempt to link the interests of

pressure, both in terms of a demand the Australian bourgeoisie with the Pangu,

] Ett_;;pe::l PNG to foreign investment (i, e,

; oitation) and in terms of imperialist
activity within Australia ( which forced
the Australian bourgeoisie to start, at

least, a token struggle for its own survival),

we have witnessed the spectacle of the

- Australian ruling class turning against its
- expatriate ally in PNG, The existence of

‘the white expatriate bowrgeoisie in PNG

: gﬁg component of imperialist domination
~ Wwas no longer essential nor in fact
~ advisable.

Mm it is not surprising that the
Australian establishment no longer saw
the expatriates, as its natural ally in

try Party goyernment, there is no
Cé 1o suggest that the vast bulk of

m ois commentators,
predicting a UP victory, were Con-
ig that even with a huge majority,
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m 35 hoin week was the
® the industry.wide strike and

G. In spite of the attitude of the Liberal.

well reflects the attitude of the bourgeois
mass media and shows very clearly who
they see to be Australia's ally in PNG,

And where does this leave the Australian
left, sections of which have been comnter-
posing the Pangu Pati against the expat-
riate elite and imperialism in general?

It is a truism to state that the Pangu Pati
and the embryonic nationalist struggle,

of which it is but a facet, cannot be
viewed in isolation or statically, But it

is worth repeating, for it seems a difficult
concept for some to grasp,

e United Party - the political expression We unconditionally support the struggle
of oppressed nations against imperialist
domination. But socialists have one
point of departure in an analysis of the
struggle against imperialism: the historic
weapon of national liberation can only
be class struggle.
support the right of the black Nuigimians
to national independence, For it is

on the basis of a mutual struggle against
domingtion by the same exploiter that

L INDUSTRY

We must decisively

;i:e w;ﬂk was only one of the

m » Ihe employers response was
to indicate willingness to negotiate all
but the 35 hour week issue .which they
proposed to take to the full bench of
the nrbitmtfion commission as a national
issue, Originally the unionists went on
strike in Victoria and Queensland from
June 9 to June 26 and in NSW and SA
from June 22 to June 26, On June 26
the workers on adyice of their leaders
retumed to work, This gave the oil
companies a breathing space of three
intenance work was
carried out and supplies were allowed to
continue, Several days later strike act-
lon was reswmed, This time, after the
employers made an offer that they
would release details of their total offer
On wages and conditions a5 §00n as it

been established that there have
been a bona fida fesumption on normal
work at all locations", Byt on this
Occasion the trick didn't #0rk: having
sold out previously on several

The maintenance workers strike takes
On special importance for seyveral reas-
of which the employer's intransi-
gence is only one of many, It was for
these workers two years ago that Bob
Hawke retumed to the Arbitration Com-

court

howeyer threw out the principle of giv-
ing the benefits of productivity to the
workers rather than the ::apitﬂlm. This

THE PANGU PAT}

the solidariy of black and white workers
will be cultivated and strengthened, It
is only on this basis that the struggle
against capitalist oppression (in all its

forma) can be fought on 4l fronts atiacked (48
at every opportunity, in the process activat- £

ing and cementing the international
solidarity of the toiling masses, Upon the
basis of this historic solidarity humanity
will be introduced to a new era of exper-
ience, an era in which human labour is
seen in terms of human needs, not the
profit of the individual,

So when we are assessing the struggle in
PNG we must use the historic and
international experience of the
revolutionary movement as a tdol and
establish a meaningful, revolutionary
relationship between the Australian
working class and the weak but ever
strengthening working class in PNG,
Such an outlook is important even in
the rather modest task of assessing the
Pangu Pati. We must not jump to
conclusions, condemning or rejoicing
in some particular aspect of Pangu
activity,

As already pointed out there can be no
doubt that the Australian bourgeoisie

is trying to link its interests with those

of Somare's National Coalition. What

we must determine is on what basis is
this fusion taking place and what will

be its effect upon the struggle for
national liberation in PNG, Most evidence
points to Somare being very amenable

to incorporating the interests of imper-
ialism into his own priorities. On a2 whole
number of issues Somare lines up against
the interests of the bulk of Niuginians,

In fact to examine his National Coalition
in terms of social reality in Niugini
makes it very difficult not to conclude
that Somare and friends are largely

aliens in their own country,

Naturally enough the most obyious
social division in PNG is the one
between white expatriates on the one
hand and the Niuginians on the other,
And it is this division from which
Pangu and now its Natipnal Coalition
Operate, Revolutionaries must support
unconditionally the slogan which
Somare was so fond of shouting —
"Niugini for the Niuginians", But this
does not mean that we support Somare
unconditionally, Our attitude to
Somare and the National Coalition will
depend on what they mean by "Niugini
for the Niuginians", Who does Somare
mean when he talks of Niuginians —
the bulk of the population which still
lives in traditional tribal societies; the
landless urban proletariat; the plantation
labourers or perhaps the rapidly growing

STRIKERS' DEMANDS!

is the same principle expressed in a 35
hour week,
This year being an election year, Hawke
will make an even more strenuous effort
to fry to reduce the militants' combat-
lvity. It is also the first major strike and
first controntation faced by the Amal-
gamated Metal Workers Union, Further-
more, it is ope of the first strikes since
passage of the amendment to the
Arbitration Act (the Lynch Laws) and it
is quite possible that the wing of the rul-
ing class which favour these laws as a
means of attacking the organised labour
movement.will advocate tough action
dgainst the unions in preference to the
more subtle method represented by the
Cameron proposals and the ALP industrial
Ecllic}r and will try and prove their point
Y provoking a major confrontation, Once
4 confrontation has been staged Lynch
and his allies will try and use their newly
acquired powers to the full, A successful
crushing of such a major union as the
AMWU will certainly mean a success for
this wing of the bourgeoisie — a success
wh.i-:h_ will probably reflect itself in the
polls in November, Thus more than ever
Hawke will try to channel the struggle
into arbitration and attempt to avoid a
real fight for the log of clajims.

It is within this context that the im port-
ance of a firm stand by the maintenance
workers becomes vital, It is the duty of
all unions to suppart their st uggle and
to EEP dny moves towards a sell out by
Hawke or any other labour "le aders",
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working class? Does So ! )
Coalition see the need l:;auuﬁ;t:“:ﬁm'?ﬁ
oppressed sectors in struggle, ung Ml
leadership of the working clagy, ¢ LLE
of interests which in a country ',: e, £
stage of development woyld not b.:n,f'

difficult as some imagine? foe; Ry
see the struggle for nationa] lib:&mh

o

as a struggle against hnpeﬂaum?h“f

there any indication that L.
Somare's "radical” mwaﬁﬁ:u::: -' I‘"‘ﬁ'“
relationship between the solution nfa%ﬁ-"
explosive land crists in PNG, the P

of eertain ethnic groups for the right ﬁg;."ﬁ. '

secession, the crying need to gear~ v
industrialisation to the needs of the =
people and the historic reality Thatmg ’
problems will never be resolved as lons

as imperialism dominates the antirg.-on!;'"” :
political and economic life of 5 cnmnr?
Has Somare ever indicated that his
interests lie with those of the m 4

oppressed and swindled Niuginians? .

Such questions are best answered by the
Pangu itself, It will be seen that iz
current role in the National Coalition is.
the logical conclusion of its develoomes
since it was formed in 1966, Anditis
important to realise this point, The P
Pati is not betraying its principles in any
way whatsoever. When Somare asrures
local private enterprise that the National
Coalition will care for its interests, he
is absolutely consistent, When Somare
welcomes foreign investment and plans
to prevent foreign domination by
acquiring a 20% equity in all foreign
ventures, again he is absolutely consist-
ent, And when Somare sees Australia as
the dominant influence in PNG after
independence but suggests that this will
be offset by closer ties with Japanese
capitalism and with the most reactionary
elements in South East Asia (eg. Indosesia
G Malaysia), can there be any doubt
whatsoever as to whom the National
Coalition represents? What role has
Somare other than saving a piece of the
cake for the local bourgeoisie ? What
possible contact can there be between
the components of the National Coalitics
and the mass of Niuginians when the
Coalition sees its priorities in terms of
;nntaining the imperialist plunder in
NG?

Socialists must distinguish between the
interests of the oppressed and the
oppressor. On present indications one
can do little but conclude that the Pangu
and the National Coalition belong to
the oppressor and as such constitute a
stumbling block to the struggle for
national liberation, social reform and
industrial progress in PNG,

But as already pointed out the Pangu I
almost as alien to PNG as the ridiculous
attempts of imperialism to foist bourgeols
institutions on that country, Pangu is
"alien" because it is part of this
"imperialist illusion" and because its
political orientation is based upon the
weakest and smallest class in PNG. 50
weak is this base, that imperialism has
set as a major priority in the next 4 yrs
before independence, the construction
of a national petit bourgeoisie, which
shall be able to accept the handouts
which are being offered through the
[nvestment Corporation.

So when Sumare bewalls the difficulty

of solving the problems faced by PNG,
and how his National Coalition plans 0
grapple with them, we may well
sympathise with him, But not only are
the problems difficult, but within the
framework in which Somame works,
they're absolutely insoluble, It is nothing
short of lunacy for Somare to talk of
solving the land and national problems,
of uniting the country in the face of
growing separist movements in Bﬂ“ﬂi‘;’
ville, Papua and the Gazelle, when al
he has to offer is more, and only moIv,
imperialist plunder in PNG,

fate of the National Coalition is not its
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conclusion, and that h*iﬁﬂmhn;um
its National Coalition are but a Fgmg
phenomenon in PNG, The most likel;

destruction by the masses unfortunately,
but its evolution along the path taken
most colonial associates of imperialism
Already Somare and Guise (his deputy)
are stressing the need to adopt and alter
Westminster parliamentarianism to
the conditions in PNG. What this means,
only time will tell. Perhaps a semi-
presidential system as suggested by
Guise or the establishment of what the
Indonesian butchers call an anti-commun-
ist democracy- an alliance of the milit-
ary, political parties and professionals,

(The following article is based on a

report presented to the June Plenum of
the Socialist Youth Alliance National
Committee, It outlines the tasks of SYA thing without any

History has taught us that the last

option is the most likely to be chosen.
Not because Somare or anyone else in
the National Coalition is particularly
naive or unscrupulous but simply because
to survive within PNG they have no

other way to go,

in high schools for the coming months,
and projects a national campaign for
high school student rights, and better
education generally,

Hig: school students in Melbourne have
called on students in other cities to form
coalitions to organize a national student
strike around demands of civil rights and
increased educational expenditmre. SYA
NationalCommitteehas endorsed this call
in line with the conclusions of this report,

fAny high school student interested in
building such a coalition can write to
the SYA branch in their state for further
information. )

Therefore in returning to the significance
of the Pangu to the national liberation
struggle we see how precarious its
position is. Its connection with most
Niuginians is of a most tenuous nature,
And, there being no tradition of
parliamentarianism in PNG, no
institutionalized means of di{fusj_ng
struggle between the oppressor and the
oppressed, the tendency of such struggles
would be simply to bypass the Pangus,
For in such situations, the natural
inclination of people is to take what is
theirs rather than ask for it. It is the
mass movement not the Pangu which
shows the way forward in PNG,
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The past months have witmessed the
continuation of the radicalisation in
schools, both nationally and internat-
ionally, As new es arise in Third
World countries, high school students

are more and more found in the fore-
front of the struggle. This was seen in
Malagasy where alongside university
students and workers, high school students
took action to demand real national

The fate of PNG does not depend upon
what Michael Somare and his coalition
desires, but upon the ability of the mass
movements to develop a conscious, independence from France, Meanwhile
socialist leadership, a leadership which in France the formation of a national
can unite the strug%le of the oppressed high school organisation marks a step
under the banner of socialism, and as forward for the high school movement
part of the intemational revolutionary and for our comrades who are playing a
movment lead PNG towards real leading role there. In England 2, 500
independence and fulfillment in the London secondary students demonstrated
building of a socialist world, and there against their archaic and extremely

is no other way to solve the problems of oppressive education system, These and
national independence and development many more examples invalidate the

of the economy in Papua-New Guinea claim that the youth radicalisation is
today. 'dying down',

In Australia both student and teacher
activity continues unabated., Teacher
struggles continue on several fronts,
Eruptions in Victoria and, to a lesser
extent, in NSW have occurred consist-
ently, and activity recently appeared in
Queensland also. Strikes, sit-ins, and

(1) Just as an indication of how wide the
acceptance of Pangu is at present, the
DLP's Newsweekly (10/5/72) wrote
"If they continue to move cautiously, ..

they could turn out to be the best

possible government for the country, "
Australian capital cities, In some cases
these received interstate coverage, while
in others the protest was unknown to all
but the school involved. Although these
activities generally centre on issues
which affect all students, in the absence
of any means of broadening the fight
these protests generally remain isolated,

(2) Such suggestions have been scattered
widely throughout the Australian press, in
the immediate period after the elections,
however it is interesting to note that the
Pacific Islands Monthly (an Australian
based Journal) in its February 1972 issue
raised this very issue before the election
had even started.

Over the last few months, the Socialist
Youth Alliance in its press and through
leaflets has attempted to present some
report and analysis of these incidents for
the benefit of other students who find
themselves in similar predicaments, The
activity of other radical political groups

(3) The National Coalition, formed and
led by Michael Somare's Pangu Pati
consistsof 1, Pangu Pati which contrib-
utes 31 members and holds the portfolios
of Lands, Mines, Health and Education,

2. The Peoples Progressive
Party - a breakaway from the United Party
led by Julius Chan (a company director)
contributes 10 members and holds the most
important economic portfolios of Finance
and Business development,

3. The National Party - which
also has contributed 10 members (largely
renegades from the UP) and holds the
Public Works and Agriculture portfolios,

4, Independents - numbering 3,
led by John Guise, Minister of the Interior

aging. None of these understand the
nature of high school radicalism, and
their actions tend to dissipate it, Thus
there is the attitude on the one hand of

9. 3 Mataungan Association
members,
Thus in all, when formed, the National
Coalition had 58 members against the
UP's 42,

(4) For the past 3 -~ 4 years the Sydney
Moming Herald and the National Times
(since it was formed) have represented
in the most logical manner the interests
of the Australian bourgeoisie, Articles,
especially by Peter Hastings contain
invaluable material for those interested
in the logic behind the new turn in
Australia's attitude towards PNG,

(3) Investment Corporation of Papua

New Guinea was established by the
Australian government to acquire, on
behalf of the Niuginians, 209 equities

in selected foreign ventures, As Somare
has pointed out, it will continue to do
this until the Niuginian bourgeoisie has
dcw]olmd sufficiently to take over from
it, It is interesting to note that such
Concems as Burns Philip and Bougainville
Copper have actually offered the Invest-
ment Corporation shares, even before the
latter had approached them,

o
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protests-of students have taken place in all

in high schools has been less than encour-
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litical rationale,
ts in the repetition of all
previous mistakes of the radical movements,

This latter point is very important, Earlier
this year an attempt to form a Brisbane
secondary students union met with failure,
If instead this energy had gone into a
campaign to fight the restriction of leaflet
distribution at Brisbane schools, then at
least the consciousness of some students
would have been raised, Yet despite this
lesson, and the memory of five defunct
Sydney student unions, the Commumist
Party of Australia's to increased
high school activity in Sydney seems to
be to blindly support those trying to
initiate yet another such union. This is
political irresponsibility. Maybe this one
will catch on, More likely it won't. Past
experience tells us that the energy could
be bertter spent,

SYA's main activity in high schools has
been to take the ideas of movements such
as antiwar and women's liberation , and
our analysis of the condition apd content
of education, to high school students,
When a strike of 3,000 school students
occurred in Melbourne our policy was put
into practice. SYA members and support-
ers played an important role in building
and organising the demonstration,

To project future action, the present state
of high school affairs must be considered.

Political consciousness among students and
teachers is presently relatively high. This
is shown by such things as the number of
teacher and student strikes and the response
to the Lirtle Red School Book, This con-
sciousness will be expressed in interest in

school déemocracy and better education, but
also in other campaigns less directly linked
with the school situation, such as the Black

Moratorium, women's liberation and the
antiwar movement, and also in increased
interest in our ideas through Direct Action.
Adelaide's Union of Secondary Students
appears incapable of independent activity,
and the Brisbane effort has already been
covered. This was to be expected. On

the other hand the Victorian Secondary
Students Union has gained a new flood

of recruits since the Melbourne strike,
although it had not played a good

role there. Yet like 560 many former
V55U members, these new recruits

within the confines of this amorphous
structure will quickly lose enthusiasm

and possibly return to the apathetic

fold.

In view of these existing conditions,

and our analysis of the dynamic of the
high school movement, the following
seems the best future course of action,

Firstly, SYA seesthe need for , and will
build, a major campaign in schools for
students' rights and better education,
This would incorporate as a focus a
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main thing is not to take it personally
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organising actions for the students, which
can only stunt initiative, and on the other.
hand encouraging students to do their own

student strike (like the action seen in
Melbourne) on a national scale later
this year, Two major considerations
must be made in planning such a camp-
aign. Firstly whether it would gain .
student support, Secondly, if there are
forces to organise it,

The first point has already been covered [
in so far as we can predict. The second
point requires more consideration,
Experience has shown that the best way .
1o organise such a campaign is to involve
all interested people in a coalition based
on just these particular issues, This
means that irrespective of their other
opinions, all people who agree on a
particular issue wnite and fight around it,
Most student radical activity is isolated
in individual schools. In many schools
people are grouped around a newssheet

or discussion group, If these forces can

be united together with establiched

political groups, Young Labor Associat-

ions, student unions and others, the
organisational base for the campaign
clearly is sufficient. The demands around
which to involve these forces will vary
with area, and must be carefully thought
out, The following is a general list;

* Freedom of dress.

* Freedom of expression, including:
Availability of school facilities for all
student actvities, not just official
speakers. Right of students to invite
any speaker onto school grounds to
address a meeting, not just those
officially approved. No school restr-
ictions on circulation of material,
political or otherwise, inside or out-
side school grounds. Right to form a
political group within the schoaol,

* Listing of all school rules so that
students kmow their rights, No arbitrary
punishment by the administration, The
right of students to appeal against any
disciplinary measures to a court of
their peers.

* No Corporal Punishment

* End all segregation of schools, either
partial or total,

* More finance for education, more
teachers, No educational discrim-
ination against minorities (eg migrants,
Aborigines),

With this perspective for a national high

school mass action, SYA must understand

the role it must play itself, As the only

nationwide socialist youth organisation,

we must accept a lot of the responsibility

for building the action nationally. This

will mean that in coming months, a

major pricrity of SYA will be to ensure !
the campaign its best chance of success i
by working for coalitions in each state,

In turn we hope to get our ideas acros

to radicalizing high school students

throughout the country, to raise their

political consciousness to the point of

understanding that the high school move-

ment is an integral part of the struggle |
against capitalism and that the current -
education system is a fundamental tool ‘
by which the bourgeoisie propagates its
rule.




SRI LANKA: TRIALS BEGIN OF
JVP REBELS

The trial of Ceylonese rebels who toak
part in the abortive insurrection in
April 1971 opened in Colombo on
June 12. The trial is being heard by the
Criminal Justice Commission, specially
appointed because, according to _tl-m
June 22 Ceylon News, "the practice
and procedure of the ordinary courts
were inadequate to administer justice
in relation to those offences, "

Qutside the old Queens Club, where
the commission is sitting, "soldiers
with submachine guns stood on guard,
Ten foot high barricades separated the
area which is to house the suspects dur-
ing the proceedings," The public was
apparently discouraged from _artendmg
since many seats allotted to it were
reported empty,

On June 13, Attorney General Victor
Tennekoon named forty-one persons
who are being accused in the trial of
"conspiring to wage war against the
Queen and of conspiring to overthrow
the lawfully sonstituted Government of
the country. " Among them is Rohana
Wijeweera, leader of the Janatha Vim-
ukthi Peramuna (JVP), the youth organ-
ization that played a key role in the
rebellion. The defendants also include
5.D. Bandaranayake, a former member
of parliament; Mahindapala Wijeserkera,
a student leader; and Susil Siriwardena,
a former director of the Agrarian Re—
search Institute of the Ministry of Lands.

The first witness called by the attorney the escalation with sustained, standing
general was the inspector general of applause, There was obviously great
police, Stanley Senanayake, He told enthusiasm for action on the guestion,
the commission, according to Ceylon and many delegates signed a petition
News , that most of thase who :oo!i part  supporting the Julfr 14 antiwar mobilis-
in'the insurrection were young people  ation. The party eadership, however,
"between the ages of 17 and 25 who bureaucratically prevented a special
were unemployed, and poor but motion in support of the mobilisation
educated. " from reaching the floor, and ruled out
of order an addendum to a remit that
would have committed the party to
July 14,

The mood of the conference was more
radical than it has been for many years
and there were heated debates over New
Zealand's relations with apartheid South
Africa and the abortion laws, A confer-
ence of about 100 of the party's youth
held just prior to the main conference
passed motions in support of the July 14
antiwar mobilisation, mass protests against
the coming South Aftican rughy tour, the
abortion law repeal movement, and
nationalisation under workers' control of
all basic industries. It also condemned
the party leadership's complicity in the
smashing of the New Zealands Seamen's
Union,

The futile attempt of the party leader-
ship to stop these motions from coming

to the attention of the party conference
Was countered by one delegate, on behalf
of the Socialists for Labour Campaign,
issuing a leaflet listing the motions passed
by the youth, These leaflets were on
delegates' tables when the party president,
Bill Rowling, announced that the motions
had been eliminated from the official
youth report,

The party leaders have now clamped
down on the developing socialist oppos-
ition to their procapitalist policies, The
June 11 "Sunday Herald" explained it
like this:

"It appears that the activities of the
Socialist Action League at the recent
Labour Party conference - when they
distributed leaflets Pledging a "Socialists
for Labour Campaign" but added some
nasty swipes at the 'bankruptcy of the

Senanayake cited a number of slogans
inscribed by the insurre-tionists on walls
- and posters during the rebellion, They
included: "Born slaves, let us through
revolution die free," "Liberate the
motherland even at the cost of our lives,
No solution except through revolution,
and "Let us die on our feet(rather) than
live on our knees, "

B W ZEALAND LABOUR PARTY BARS
S CIALISTS

 The Socialist Action League (SAL) s

& ing a big defence campaign
following a decision by the National
xecutive of the New Zealand Labour
‘arty that "membership of the League
_;g_r::’cp::paﬁ‘ble with membership of the

| The right-wing Labour party leadership
‘began its witch-hunt immediately
lowing the party's national conference
‘Wellington May 8-11, At the confer.
SAL launched a "Socialists for
! Campaign" for this year's general
'L,ﬂmpa_ignisi_nsupportnitb: Labour
arty as the political am of the New
and la movement, but on the
af a socialist programme and
to the right-wing leaders who
the interests of the party's
Supporters,

ist election effort will be tied
With union struggles and indep-
Mass movements against the
Hina war, the 1973 South African
tour, and the aborti
igning on thiir d
- major DEWSpapers reported the
St €Ampaign and the SAL inter-
the party conference, |
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peace campaign in the
unity fueled by little y
promise of concessj
authorities, The COoncentr
are still open,
token releases,

the lon*-sﬂudl.ng gri
'nationalist Community, Ty
of the Belfast pzrlinmenthn
the British administration - frath!
a?d ie;mzr r;mnoeuvrabﬂlty

of religious bigotry re g
the Protestant g::gnpeﬁ:ﬂ Iy
continue to play their
and ally for

The real reason for the
campaign seems to be
if not the majority, of
population has come to resent e,
actions as a source of apparentl ght!
discomforts and dangers, The: i
control over such actions anq the viavE
did not seem to be leading anyw| vidlg
There was support for the bombings o1
the other violent acts in the Czlhglua
ghettos, but the most commen defermg!
of them was that "they make the e
ment sit up and take notice, "
the imperialist regime seems to be
ing notice, "the support for terrorism
appears to be ebbing with dizzrying Speed

at a lar, Pl
the Cathnﬁ

Moreover,
to build a

the military campaign would Testore
Position of these traditiona] "ne gotia

GREAT BRITAIN: DOCKERS!
PROTEST FORCES TORIES TO RETR

In 2 judgement that will haye far-reag]
ing legal and industrial Tepercussj

the Court of Appeal on June 13 rever
an earlier ruling of the National [ng,
rial Relations Court that had found ¢}
Transport and General Workers nion
"'in contempt" and had resulted in 8
£55, 000 in fines against the union,

Kirk leadership' - angered the parry
leaderskip and brought to a head a desire
to curb the activities of some on the
radical fringe of the party." The leaders
also feared that the SAL "might associate
the party with extremist ideas and frighten
middle-of-the<road voters away."

Though the defence against the proscript-
ion has just begun, some party branches
have already sent letters of protest.
Prominent persons who have already signed
a petition defending the right of SALers
"to be members of the Labour Party and
put forward their particular views" include
five Labour candidates for this year's
general election,

IRELAND: PROVISIONALS CALL FOR
CEASEFIRE, TALKS.

The provisional IRA announced on June
22 that it would suspend "offensive oper-
ations" provided there were a "public
reciprocal responsa" from the British
Army. The statement continued:

The original contempt order and fi
resulted from an applicati

pool container-lorry firm to force do
kers there to end the "blacking" (b
ting) of the firm's lorries, This was
first trial of strength for the newly

uted Industrial Relations Act,

The docks dispute arose because certain |
companies are imploying unre gistered
dock workers at lower wages to pack
unpack containers at special depots
the docks. The registered dock worke
see this as a threat to their jobs andm
"The leadership of the Republican blacking lorry firms that are known L
movement believes that a bilateral be involved. |
suspension of operations would lead to e “.
meaningful r.alké‘ betweff_n the major ;.l;he i‘l;‘ee I'E,GQ‘\?SC::: gc;;:nirblg:;;e
ici ] mflict, um
paréc:pank sl actions of its shop stewards in the do
It did not seem, however, that the who were providing the local leade
Provisionals would be the ones to gain for the blacking of these firms, The
from their concessions, By not placing only recourse under the Industrial Relats
pRy/IReconditions; such as ending ions Act was to take legal action these |
intemment on negotiations, the way has R (T g i
been left open for more moderate polit- et .
ical graups to compromise with the
British without opposing pressure.
There were also rumours that sections of
the Provisional ranks would refuse to
obey the cease-fire, Disorientation in
the Provisional ranks might be expected,
since this group has been built almost
exclusively on the perspective of guerilla
warfare, without a clear and effective
programme for mass action,

Nonetheless, it szems clear that the
Provisional cempaign has ended in a
political defeat, They have been forced
to surrender almost unconditionally by a

- |
Contempt proceedings were begun the N |
next day against three London docks |
shop stewards who, despite earlier

court orders, continued to picket the =
Cobham Farm container depot in East
London, where sixty-three unregistered

TGWU workers were employed.

Sixty -five minutes after the deadline
for their arrest the official union soliclts
requested of the Appeals Court that the |
arrest not take place and that the charg
be dropped due to insufficient eviden
Because of the imminent likelihood of
mass strike solidarity, the judges agreesd
unanimously. }
That day, in fact, some 35,000 dockers |

were on strike, and all work was
at London, Manchester, Hull, Preston, |
and Liverpdol to protest the ti:relt'ln‘d |
Imprisonment of the three dockers
representatives, Moreover, support was
coming from miners, engineering
8 workers, Ford and Vapxhall workers,
printers and railwaymen,

b
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continue and the possibility of nnod:lel‘
confrontation with the Tory governmen
is not ruled out, The dockers cannot

afford to compromise on this issue; the
numbers have fallen from 65, 000 to

42,000 in seven years and threaten to
fall another 10,000 in the next five
years, Friday's unofficial protest ‘;t"P'
page has demonstrated the dockers
determination to counter this trend.
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