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main contributors to inflation, The
new legislation will have no power
whatsoeyer to deal with them.,

The reyersal of Caucus's earlier
decision on the question of an
tincomes referendum" amounts Lo
nothing short of a declaration of war.
Whitlam's supporters have declared
war on the working class and its
standard of living, Whitlam's new
allies, the anti-working-class DLP
senators are an indication of just how
far he has moved in launching this
offensive.

Even if the referendum on wages is
defeated there is no legal guaraniee
that giving the Australian Govern-
ment powers over prices will prevent
it from using the power to control
wages. After all, wages are merely
the price of labor,

A two-question referendum is now on
the order of the day in two months
time. The attitude of socialists on
both questions must be clear and
unequivocal, We must campaign
for a No vote on both questions,

Much will be made by the ALP
bureaucracy, and its allies, of the
Liberals' opposition to the referendum.
They are opposed to the referendum
from an opposite pole to ourselves,
They don't think Labor is going far
enough in shackling the unions,
Opposition Leader Spedden is a new
convert to "incomes policies" support.
Following the great examples of his
overseas masters he wants Australian
This has been evident in the opposi- capitalism to copy the US model in
tion to this part of the referendum of detail without any changes, He wants
Hawke and some of the "left" trade a ninety-day freeze on wages,

unions, Although this opposition 15
superficial and intended for rank-and-
file consumption only it is a reflection
of pressure from below,

Wide-spread scepticism surrounds the
Goyvernment's attempt to gain power
over wages. Workers are overwhelm-
ingly opposed to giving the Govern-
ment a power to freeze their wages,

The prices referendum must be fought
against. The struggle against the
wage freeze must be taken up inside
the ALP and the trade-union move-
ment. It must express itself in total
opposition to both questions in the
referendum.

Many illusions still persist in regard

to other questions in the referendum,
This confusion has been aided by the
pelicies of the Commumist Party of
Australia, This party, which has
considerable influence within the trade
wade-union movement has come out in
favor of the referandum on prices.

In addition we must take up the
struggle to defend our standard of
living from the attacks coming from
all quarters. In particular we must
take up the struggle for a real pro-
gramme o fight inflation, Monthly
cost-of-living increases must be
included in all contracts, awards and
social security payments,

But the prices referendum is a fraud.
It 1s a cover-up for Whitlam's real
intentions; 1o curb workers' wages.

No capitalist government is capable
of controlling prices, Nor are any of
them interested in achieving this aim,
even if it were possible,

Similarly we must take up the struggle
: 5

to force Labor to keep its election

promise of repealing the penal clauses,

Labor's record on prices is quite
reyealing, Judge Moore's inquiry into
BHP and the experience of the Prices
Justification Tribunal showed just how
serious Labor is about controlling
prices, So far 480 companies have
already been exempted from any
supervision by the tribunal, The
tribunal iself has already granted a
large number of price increases,

There should be no such threat
directed at the working class by a
Labor government, The urgent task
for the whole labor movement is to a
build the Vote No campaign.

We must learn the lesson of the union
movement overseas and defear the

wage freeze by winning this referen-
dum, ;

Whitlam's sincerity in wishing to

control prices is {wrther thrown into
doubt by the Government's explicit
Empliasis on overseas factors as the

NO TO PRICE CONTROL FRAUD,
NO TO ANY FORM OF WAGE
FREEZE!,
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Lahor Defeated

in Parramatta

BY SOL SALEY

The Labor deleal in the Parramatia I"“;'"
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! Convinced
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make

y attemptl | Siy] tne
:;!“.i_ tI“J .election wa doomed Irom the
the start they delibgrately tried O dis-
jate the el iron hat they
reparded was impending disaster.
| ing his deleat, the 1 candidate,
) »1 Whel W laced t-of the
hlame on it Cabinet's decision o build
S '!.:-n.”." i 1nt national alrport al
>l ton, as e v hich may ellecl '.""1v"-'
i residents 1o the electorale, 1 hls

argument had, no doubt, sOmME truth in
L, .]-E:k' ‘r'i.i'."!'x'l;; L :.i':'=|‘.!lﬁ_=': i‘] the
middle-c lass, Liberal-voting residents of
the area had an 1mpact, All polling
booths were staffed by these "Galstonites’
which certainly contributed to the Labor

defeat,

However, other Labor leaders were more
honest than Whelan, The Federal
president of the ALP, Bob Hawke while
attacking the Galston decision as an
nact of political imbecility”, also went
on to point at other causes. The main
one was inflation. Both the effects of
inflation and the Government's handling
of it were largely responsible for the
defeat,

The Liberal Party, which ended its
period in office with a legacy of 110,197
unemployed, managed to take advantage
of inflation, In direct terms, Labor has
been only partially responsible for the
rapid price rises since it has assumed
office, A sizeable proportion of the
current inflation can be attributed to the
impact of price rises overseas. There is
no way that the Liberals could have con-
trolled this inflation either, But Labor
has not taken any sericus measurcs Lo try
to combat it.

The workers who turned to Labor in the
last elections did so because they wanted
a government which would combat both
unemployment and inflation. The
employers' offensive against the working
class has continued, Only the emphasis
has changed, namely that unemployment
is down but inflation has sky-rocketed up,
Furthermore, Labor's promises to control
“prices and incomes" i.e,, lmpose a
wage freeze, are already being viewed

New Editor

with suspicion by a significant e
workers,

Ctiog of
The 6 per cent swing to the Liberals

included at least 2 per cent of DLF v

who had no candidate of their own Sen

For

Whelan campaigning in Parramatis
reasons of oppertunist personal diffarences
Whitlam preferred to lean back and
allude to the inevitable swing against
governments in by-elections rather than
campaign vigorously,

A government has only won a by-clectioa
from an opposition only once in the
history of Federal Parliament, This was
52 years ago.
by Whitlam and Co, using this justifica-
tion was unquestionably self defeating,
The low donkey vote in the Parramatta
by-election only 0,54 per cent showsthat
interest in the elections was quite high,
Labor didn't win the Parramatta by-
election because it has already begun to
betray its voters. The backtracking on
promises is now, as in the past, the
main reason why Labor lost the election,

This is where the lesson of Pamamatia
lies. A capitulationist policy of back-
tracking, of pulling back out of a fight,
of making concessions to the Liberals
can lead only to deleals,

for Direct Action

Nita Kelig has taken up the position ol
new editor of DIRECT ACTION. She
has been on the editorial board of
DIRECT ACTION since April 1971 and
in that time has served as assistant editon
and since February this year as managing
editor of the paper.

Nita Keig is a long-time leaderof the
anti-war movement and an ac tivist in
llbération movement. AD
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pY SOL SALBY

The last fortnight has seen the Labor
Goyernment moving closer and closer
towards imposing a wage freeze in
Australia, The cover for this takes the
form of a fraudulant prices referendum,
Evidently the Whitlam leadership has
concluded that no other alternatives are
likely to be as successful as this one,

Five months ago, Whitlam was first
tentatively putting forward a freeze on
incomes and prices. He told a press
conference that Nixon's first 90-day
recze was effective; it had achieved
ils aim.

In following Nixon's example the Labor
leadership had a major obstacle in its
path. Gough Whitlam has not yet tired
of explaining that the Australian Gov-
ernment is the only government in the
western world which does not have any
pOwWer Over prices, There were two ways
in which this power could be abtained,
They could acquire it by wheeling and
dea l'mg-, with the States or directly by
an amendment to the Constitution.
{Amendments 1o the Constitution require
q guccessful referendum )

The attempt to gain this power by the
{irst method took place on May 10 1973
at a special Premiers' Conference in
Canberra, Despite so-called attractive
affers made by Whitlam and Federal
Treasurer Crean the State leaders
declined to agree. In particular, the
Liberal pre micrs of NSW and Victoria
who control the upper house in their
parliaments, stipulated unaccepta hle
terms.

The constitutional conyention gave
Whitlam This time he
tried to offer powers to levy certain
taxes in exchange [or powers OvVEr prices
'::'I'Il:k‘ .I;.lif'l the I_ihl_"] 115 l.li.lJI'llf. L rusl
Labor's more of controlling
the trade union movement, having

always preferred "the big stick®.

another chance.

‘_~I'|1"'| le w ays

1"1‘Ih.'|'-: I'-'t.!:'.”] 11T ¥Wyald 3

Caucus "left"

hesitating,the
wasn't so reluctant. An
unafficial "leader" of the left-wing
backbenchers., Senator Arthur Gietre i
imendment o Whitlam's
repart o Caucus

iI'II':."":_l,_li an

Whitlam proposcd
b 1

a whole series of rélerenda COVELINE

such adnl i Senate elections .'ll'lnl

L
the pring Iple of one -vote-one-value.
Gletrelr, who ig algso leader of the
| Wi -
eft-s INng slecring cominitlee ol {he
1_:|I- 1 I I i i e,
PN NN \ ! Mmoavead Lhal i ,ﬁl‘_l—c-;'..‘”_-.!-.‘ g

Prepares Ground ¥
for Wage

prices be also held.

Despite his initial oppositicy ,
soon embraceéd the new proposals, He
“surprised” his colleagues as well as
the Liberal Opposition by his quick
reaction,

Caucus decision was

made on .
September 12, By the next m -
was announcing 1o the press how Lthe - -
bill for the referendum was going 10 be L g,
rushéd through Parliament, And rushed A
it was, By .‘x'é;\',h!mr September 17 the . o
bill was introduced, by Tuesday it was o
carried and by Wednesday it reached i -
the O;:‘l:-oga‘.|0:!—;k-.“--£:‘;- ited Senate, a fre
The events summounding the passage ol
the bill through P ment were almo 4
bizarre. This time horse trading was Bger T
carried on not with the state | eader e e
the anti-Labor parl ies of the Liberals o AT
and the DLP. The negotiations were el
carried on in a variety of ways; privately, < . ‘i"l
semi-privately and very publicly. They, 3
involved not only the capitalist parties ﬂ
but also Bob Hawke who is Federal
president of the ALP el pPresice
of the Australian Council of Trade
Unions, .
The Parramatia 5:15 ~election campalgn % : '\.‘ = - £
gave Whitlam an excellent chanece to : i R, :
test out the reaction to his proposals, : S :
In a public meeting he repeated Lhe i BN
message given to the ACTU congrass Y : o .
Except on this occasion he was more L bLik : et e
specific, The text of his speech, S T o e .:;_III' . - !.' : ..II sct [abor's plan
released by his Canberra office was SR TR Al Sl e S B e b o1
obtained by DIRECT ACTION, In the DPERIGEE AOBIEE LIE TR O W o AREeT e ) o G e
event, Liberal hecklers prevented him LRI S G Sl el
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ister of Australia, SE“.‘.'|.!I'~:; ot only 5y ; "" ; B g enough
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to miention that the High Court's
w11l be too late as far as Australian wag
are concemed, Neither does

a particularly pro-worker

operation of the trade union moyvement

- : decision N R 3
in restrainiug wages and income, . I he attempts Lo push through the necess-
L L =

ry requirements for a wage Iréeze Were
the motives behind the Goyernment's

ictivities,

Carmne

If the Nobel Prize was ever awarded for
the court have

arrogance then Gough Whitlam would
He is certainly the
Prime Minister but he 15 not the leader
af the Labor Party, but only ol 113
|_¥-|:||_|||';'..'n|..|l|“~ wing, Therc are i 150
¢ligible claimants (o the vitle ol

deserve 1o win L, record,
Whitlam, despite being defeated initial
initially, tried again on September 25,
In order to keep his options opén he
called a special Caucus meeting on that
night, After having re portedly threat-
encd resignation and outlining the deal
he had made with the DLP, Caucus
reversed its earlier decision, It voted
57-24 for the incomes referendum.

But Whitlam's options arc still open
regardless of the le gal position, Bob
Hawke, as president of the ACTU has
been, on the whele, helpfuly He stated
on September 20 that most unions would
reduce claims if the Federal Govern-

ment controlled prices,

N

the "leader" ¢f Lthe Australian labor

definition, the wage ¢laim will be
"We give yoo the
¢ claims will be
Government

“[f you reduce price Increases, by

The outlook now is a lot clearer, parti-
cularly as the DLP kept its part of the
bargain. The legislation is going
through the Senate and the retferendum
is to be held on December 8.

reduced® he said,
assurance that our wag
ceduced if the Federal
controlled prices. "

Hawke's statements ol opposition to a
wage freeze should be taken with a
grain of salty He is believed to have
been aware of the legal opinion long
before it was leaked to the press,

The political struggles involved in
defeating this referendum is going to
be a key test for the Australian labor
movement,

PUBLIC MEETING

»THE FRAUD OF PRICE CONTROL
AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE
WAGE FREEZE"

Speaker: Allen Westwood

This is the essence of the Whitlam plan:
after prices are controlled or more
precisely price rises are controlled the
union bureaucracy will be asked to co-
operate in reducing wage demands.
The Arbitration Commission will also
haye a role to play, During the Parra-
mattz Town Hall meeting Whitlam
slipped, while referring to the Liberals:
nThey don't trust the Arbitration Com-
mission to control wages. ™ No wonder

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 8,00 pm

Bob Hawke 1t 139 St Johns Road, Glebe, 2037,
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efficacy of prices and intomes pollc

But in the short term such as F,Lu“l-..,n
Nixon brought in, I think six montas
and then extended for a further period,

there 15 gk.‘L'hZ] reason 1o believe that they
can be effective.
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More recently in a specch to Parliamer
Whitlam lamented his lack of power 10
ollow Nixon's example, The US

warticularhy

experience is therefore |
re levent.,

The article by Les Evane is a slightly
1bridged version ol an article from H-.-:I
October 1971 issue of the Intemational
‘.‘h’-"-,"l.ili:.‘-t Review of w hich Evan: 15 the
editor. It covérs the early period of the

introduction ol the wa g Ireezd,

later issues will deal with more recent
stages of the US wage freeze. (The so-
called stages 2,3, and 4),

BY LES EVANS

Nixon's August 15 economic bombshell
marked an end to foreign and domestic
fiscal policies followed by American
imperialism for the past twenty-five
years, This drastic and dramatic tactical
shift constituted a public admission of
the limitations of the power of US
capitalism. Faced with the spiralling
costs of playing policeman for world
imperialism, epitomised by the failure
to crush the revolution in Indo-China,
Washington found itself confronted with
the reappearance of serious industrial
rivals among the other advanced
capitalist powers. These rivals have
been gobbling up a larger and larger
share even of the domestic American
market. The political executives of big
business and banking thereupon tumed to
a massive assault on the living standards
of the American working class 10 make
them pay the costs of the detericrating
position of US monopoly in world trade.

This is the real meaning of the so-called
wage-price freeze, It is the wage freeze
the Administration is most conceérned
with, That is the only side of the equa-
tion intended to be implemented in
practice, This was seen even by the
conservative leadership of the trade
umion movement who had previously
sought close collaboration with Nixen,
and themselves advocated some form of
wage-price controls. AFL-CIO head
George Meany dencunced the Govern-
mient's move a5 "patently discriminatory"
against American working men and
women, United Automobile Workers
president Leonard Woodcock put the case
meore bluntly still:

"1 this Administration thinks that just by
issuing an edict, by the stroke of a pen,
they can tear up contracts, they are say-
ing to us they want war. If they want
war, they can have war, ™

- The labor bureaucrats, however, have
0o intention of leading such a battle,
That was amply demonstrated in the
weeks after the wage freeze was
. Aonounced, when first the Teamsters,

. then the AFL-CIO, and finally Woodcock
; Al capitulated to Nixon, The labor
officialdom timidly restricted its opposi-
tion to verbal protests at the inequality
of sacrifice, That the sacrifice would
be unequal — in fact all on the side of
working people — is guaranteed in
advance, and not just for ninety days
~ but for years to come. To beat back
Ahis artack will require the organisation
~of a left wing in :hv. unions that can

-t up & new class-strugple leadershi
_Q‘-'_pr_a;l:ﬁ‘ﬂ! meeting Hixt:-rgxg:md his ::;‘;LP

* o launchiog his attack Nixon was not
;::ing alone or merely for his party,
o ebiained the endorsement of the
v ;;flﬂf: elass as 2 whole and all the
e t!ii a of the “opposition” Demo-
e :i'a c'Parqr._ Although top Democrats
f,— Eriliclsed this or that aspect of Nixon's
oy PEOpRsals or his protectionist Lm port

Payroll

Robbery

By Les Evans

surcharge, they unanimously endorsed
the cenlrepiece <l his Programme, ihe
it

wage frecze, protesting only that it wa:

fioo little and too late,™
WHY DID NIXON ACT?

Nixon's imposition of an incomes policy
similir 1o that of British imperialism in
its ¢ L ge i a dramatic symptom of the
advanced stage of the debility affecting
the American imperialist colossus, It
is an admission of the limitation of

Washington's power as an agency of world
counter-reyolution and of the tightening
squeeze on the American corporate giant

faced with the ubiquitous profusion of
cheaper West-German and Japancse
goods in every nock and cranny of the
world market,

n the aftermath of World War 1I, with
the proclamation of the "Ameérican
century", US corporate power began a
period of seemingly unrestricted expan-
sion, into the economies of prostrate

Europe and the colonial areas. The far-

flung structure of US military bases and
client regimes followed in the wake of
or blazed the trail for the twenty-live-
year boom,

US world economic dominance in the

last guarter century bore luxuariant fruits

in the spiralling Gross National Product
now topping $US 1,000,000 millicn
{£A050 000 million) a year. But the
very expansion of US military outposts
and capital exports abroad have led 1o
:ilf-:x.}‘re' cutilow of dollars. American
direct investments outside the United
States totaled sUS 75 billien ($A30 bil-
lion) in 1970,

The National Urban Coalition in it
recently published Counterbudget
estimates that some $US44-billion a
year — more than half of the Pentagon's

total allocation — is gpent to maintain
American bases overseas or in direct

military aid to US “allies", This does

not include the Vietnam war., While no

all of this money actually leaves the
United States (much of it is spent here
ior cquipment used [_n}- us troops oye;

The Great

5eas), 4 good percentage 15 spent broad
and thus conlributies to the long-standing

deficit in the US b ilance of Py ments,

Inflation of the dollar has jeopardised the

huge holdings of American dollars abroad

and undermined the competitiveness of

s E_',".‘-‘-'-'.!I .. Meanw hile [‘.iu‘-'ﬂt'-;‘ in and

Japanese L."-'Ll‘-i'r_.l.' have been u_'ln:-.'-i:-l':'; the
l_:rnl'r,h;-;l,'n-ir,j' gap and making ¢ onsiderable

inroads on the relative share of the world

narket claimed by American corpora-

tions, This year, for the first ime since

¥
1893, there is the potential of a deficit
in the US trade balance. Key American

industries have been deeply hit by Japan-

egse and German competition, Automo-
bile manufacturing is the pacemaker of
American industry. Yet foreign-made
cars now account for over 15 per cent of
the cars sold in the US. Japanese auto

exports to this country have been increas-

ing at a rate of 100 per cent a year,

The advanced mations have been movii o
steadily toward a generalised crisis of

overproduction, Those in the we
competitive position long ago began 10

use the powers ol their central

ments o attempt to [Orcd down wages 1O

improve their position on the rlt
.’Is.s-i-.'_i. Ti‘-i-'--':i the main réason for
de Gaull "strong state" I Harols
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controls on wag
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Nor are therc any lack of admissions
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(hat wages, far from being the cause of
I||ﬂ.-_ﬂil.?ﬁ, have not kept pace with rillng
srices, TImes economist Edwin Dale

P te January 20, 1970): U, real
earnings have scarcely risen since the
l-};:t—_"n{ jnflation hug,m in late 19965."

wrole

The reality, then, is very dilferent from
the way Nixon pictures it, Wages have
been effectively frozen for the 'hw% Eix
vears while profits have been soaring.
The August 1971 Monthly Labor Review
oW s that the :l;i_'lid.'.]ﬂlﬁ aycrage 'l.'.'l'_'tl'}thlr'
parnings of manufacturing workers have
appea ]y declined, The Review }‘Irﬂ\'idh;".-}
tll‘ P “"_?l-i-.'_- [Jill._"1:~lll-'L"I in constant I.‘Jﬂ.ﬂ'
i!’;,qgll_;.-.] {or the take-home |-._r1.-_¢fi a
1,:,|_|1-'-1 with three -..Il;5'=t|;x.1-'.-a1!.:~: ‘_IE!iJ.J,
¢102,41; 1966, $102.31; 1967,
ef0].26; 1968, $102.43; 1969,
$101,49; 1970, $99,66.

While wages losl ground, prolits :j_._;:.'n:-.l
consistently ahead ol inflation, For the
aars 1064-1968, before the recesion,
1:“” tion total d 12 per cent biliﬂ:ggﬁ.'i{-
(e after-tax profits went up ’L:*,..' 20 per
yed? arding (o coOrporaic figures
notoriously understated, The

L

cent,
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-hiel beneliclarics of war contracts did

P ? 4 A -
than the average. GM, 1o

far bettel iy
increased 13 profits b2 per

example,
cent for those YEArs.

[ his announcement Nixon did not dare
.1 1o the American people to sacri-
fice for the h ited war in Vietnam. He
knew better, Just ‘r'<'|"!.1l.. 1!1-.':_*,-' were
supposed 10 be sacrificing for he left
 itag - ; S

e A <k kY
rather vague. The fact is he aims: 1
workers pay lor the war and

appes

make the _
help the corporations maintain Lhelr

profits,
Nixon has tried (O picture inflation as
the main culprit in the preésent monetary
i trade crisis | ind 1o blame the

;.:. orkers for the inflation}, Even |'r~.'_-|-.s the
purely npeopnomic" ?lu.ll.-.l_.1|.'r("l-]'|.1 this 1s
falee. The crisis of capitalist overpro-
duetion and intensified international
competition threaténs American by,_' ines:
an three accounts, of which inflation 1s
pe aspect, First must be ranked the
technological advances made by
Germany and Japan which today in many

” v i T vial
respects have a more modern industrial

plant than the US. This is one measurc
of the degree 10 which ".‘.’;L_,-'-Iungh:-.u has
siphoned off potential capital investment
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in the recent period, the WAEE
Hiere | | Lo loged,
Inflatio tops ofl the unfavorable posi-
Lien the \merican monoj olios 1I'-|.! them -
5 |y The real cause of Intiation i3

| - ¥
wuie gouyern &l 1'|"-l'-f|:,| 1,‘.‘.]”1”. Cl }'u} |:|||,'_‘L
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13 | printing of néw currency to
I'-_': o d i pc n the business C¥ycC e l‘}
Imping new buylng power inlo the
Lcanoemy in periods ol ll”']P* All theso
' sures are inflationary because they
Cprcscnd iclual incrcase in |'I:‘-_'*du1;:-

The most obvious Inflationary device is
the printing of paper m for which
there are no commodities in circulation,
In this country the monetary volume rose
by 6 per cent in 1970 while industrial
production increased not at all, During
the first quarter of 1971 the volume of
cuwrrency went up at a rate that would
average 11 per cent on a yearly basis,

The arms establishment and the outsized
military machine are required by im-
periallsm's drive to control the countries
of the celonial world and to roll back
the successful revelutions in the workers'
states, They also have a significant
cconomic {uncrion in directly guarantee-
ing industrial profits, Taxes hJ-I'C“.‘r]','
extracted from the mass of the Amerizan
people are awarded to pay for contracts
to war industry, At the sams lime gov-
ernment delicit :-.j't:l'ld']':lg }"]li_':. up a
massive debt to the banks, the interest
on which is paid through further taxes,

This ecanomy of the "warfare state'
inherently produces a condition of
permanent currency inflation, Workes
in "defence™ plants are paid wages [
which there is no corresponding increase
in consumer goods, These wages, and
the corporate profits in this sphere,
appear in the marketplace, allowing
monopolists to jack up the prices of ihe
relatively limited supply of consumer
'?.':' 'L:l.i} .
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Domestic inflation is not opposed but
actively encouraged by the capita ists
and their government. It represents an

enforced indirect redistribut

mmtional income

those who

La:-r]?--;nr.:tr
the working « uffer
with fixed incomes are immediate
viclims: pensiones
employees who
striking, unoOrganis
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The inflation generated by the inter-
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of interest rates, ©€tc., 15 luriher cxacel
bated b expected” expensc !
the Viginay I
I{f inflation can be wed at home as
weapon to lower the living standar -
the workers, it has less favorable conse
quences (o pitalists in Inlermn tion

1 trade, There it acts to disrupl Lhe

cauilibrium of the world monctary 5ystc
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rates, This spring sav
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dollar that was an unportan : . : ; A :
1 0 halt payment in gold was skimpier. The sUS S0 was nol the

Nixon's decision |

for dollars. In the two tLi'}.‘.‘ belore l!.'lu.'
West German Bundesbank shut dm:.-n its
exchange window May 5 it had

foreign- Y :
cedeemed bepween SUS 2_billion and
€115 3-billion worth of dollars, The

German bankers decided to allow the

mark to 1l : .
dollar in the hope of discouraging

currency transiers.

In solving r

Ared another.
they inylleda . . ‘
of the mark in rélation 10 the deliar
means that Genman g
higher on the world m
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that one problem, however,
Raising the value

aods will be priced
arket and be less

competitive with American products,
This is what Nixon is trying to blackmatl
all the major capitalist powers into doing
~ a large-scale across-the-board revalu-
ation of their curréncies to the advantage
of American business,

Nevertheless, the continulng inflation
and the US balance-of-payments deficit
are only a symptoms of the findamental
crizis, Its underlying cause is the private
ownership of the means of production,
Under capitallsm only paying customers
count, not human needs, To stay in
business, companies must sell thelr

T‘r""'j:": s at i'fi“-ff‘ that include a substan-

tial profit, Corporations everywhers
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UNEMPLOYMENT, (1) Repeal of the

T ner cent automobile excise tax; (2)

:'_'I' 10 per ceni investment tax ¢ rediil |

big | sines id (3% a SUS 50 increas

n ithe amount of € ch exem 1

L O 1 10CO =

The [irst two e el 44 nts o | 1NE

[ Hi< | Lt EX LS 8 ¥ 1nt-
te about SUS 150 yr, will reported-
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cial circles, Despite the "price freeze’

= vict st |~.~:-11 to stock price
ong otl things — the yvalue of

General Molor i g1is 2.6

hillion the day altor NIXOon's peech.

! [The 10 PEr « \...:|.|."-|'-.."'-”!'M-' 1 '1 £ Crcadlt
the Treasury €stimalted, ould allow
butiness 0 cut ils tax payments )
cUS3-billion this year and as muy h
USR8 5 Lillion before it is reduced in
{074 1o a "permanent’ 3 per cent. This

,
coames vn E . :
tion allowance that are estumatcd 19

give the corporation inother SUS3. D

nel billion in the year after they go into

affect in January, Even the {inanciers
were embarrassed at Nixon's geperosity
with the public's money. One l.:k:'rli}-_“r.ltt
pax attoraey interviewed by The hew
York Times called the investment credit
y generous doHop ol \\-‘]L'tppi:}l “réam

ladied on top of an 1lready liberal sery-

11

ing of ambrosia,*
The largesse to the individual taxpayer

~mount to be deducted from their pay-

ment but the amount on which taxes need

not be paid: a saving of about sUs4, 50
4 person a year.

All three of these proposals invalving
taxation measures must still be approved

by Congress,

INFLATION, (4) long-term postpone -
ment of proposed dates for welfare
ceform; (5) a 6-month freeze on raises
to Federal workers which were scheduled
to be paid in January; (6) a 5 per cent

slash in the number of Federal employees; .

L S ek ---s.-'-*-';--- e

el o Py
sn top of new liberalised depreci-

and (7) the 90-day "wage price freeze. ™
Here Tricky Dick is at his trickiest,
Nixon's welfare programme was not
expected to be passed by Congress in any
case, Under the category of fighting
unemployment the President gives away
billions to industry to stimulate demand,
while under the category of fighting
inflation he takes back $US4, 7-billion
from underpaid government workers,
including the second installment of the
settlement won by the postal workers
which was due to be paid early next
year.

A further blow to the poor was Nixon's
jettisoning of welfare reform, His 5 per
cent job cutback will eliminate 100,000
jobs — Nixon's pecsonsl contribution to

the fight against unemployment,
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¢qler there 15 no elleciye check what-

soever on illicit markups, For the big

corporations there are such standard
devices as repackaging, marketing
npew" products, model changes, sub- s
stituting inferior materials, “improved
products, special appeals to the govern-
ment based oo increased costs of

im ported materials not subject to the
freeze, elc.

A part of foodstuffs are nat subject
to %ﬁdfpeue at all, This includes fresh
fruit and vegetables, fish, apd eggs.
Thus while farm workers' wages are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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In Melboume Magist ites' Court

P and Socialist Left
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and Gerry
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r af the Communist

A st i
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Like all those
war, Womcns

movements,

and who have i
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AND OF THE FREE (1)

At the present time there are 1,3

il1i soule in gaols in United
million people 1n gaois in the Unit

States of America,
LAND OF THE FREE (2)

i m -|'|.!I
The suicide rate among hdian peopic
in the United States is ten times the

half of

3 o | +
nal GYETAEL,; @il oyCl

mong péc E'l“

ns are a I

ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY'RE BLACK
LIVES.

Following the killing of cleven black
workers by police at Carltoneville in
South Africa, Colone! L M, Loots,
divisional inspector of police for West-
ern Transvaal was asked whether he
thought the cost in lives was high. He
replied "Sometimes property mcans
more than lives, ™

The Great
Payroll Robbery
cont.

frozen, the corporate growers can
increase prices at will,

The wage controls freeze in the inherent
iequalitics of the system: lower wages
for blacks, Chicanos, women, and
youth, All struggles to rectify these
glaring inequities are illegal under
INixon's ban.

BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, (B) a 10
per cent cut in foreipn aid; (9) 2 10 pes
cent surcharge on imports; and (10)

4 temporary halt 1o the redemption of
dollars in gold.

The token cut in foreign aid is merely
a hotice 1o the other imperialist powers
that they should expect to pick up a
Bigger share of the tab for the militarny
ptlﬂtection of the world interests of their
class,

The surcharge and the gold embargo
copstitute the opening guns in an inter-
national trade wiar,  Nixon aims at 2
forced revaluation of foreign currency,
particularly the Japanese yen, that will
sharply curtail the volume of exports
to the United States, especially of
autemobiles, This challenge is most
serious for Japan, whizh held out for o
few weeke and then had 1o capitulate
1o Nixon's bludgeoning, Some 30 per
cent of all Japanese exports to the US
are estimated 1o drop by sUS2,4-
bitlion in the next yeur,

Bourgeols economists have tried (o
portray the floating of European curren-
cies imposed by Nixon's halt in dollar
redemptions as something new that may
PESUIL B 2 more stable “flexible" :
tem of currenacy exchange, In fact
WIS S an old sign of heightened inter-
Imperialist competition
Crisis of overproduction, One admiss-
ion of this Appeared ln a column hﬁ,-”
m:&tmk_t iu;lﬁ'i Auguist 25 New York
,da;d_?'tnmlch Nir Nixon's Paper Stan-

dlﬂi.‘;g a world
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T e ne and essentially | 1
dehumanising il S
Vv The report also reyealed thal
75 er cent ol prisoners in Fanny Bay
i here 1 the ume o 1

L. ol were Ih

ind that

DRAGGED CFF SCREAMING AND

KICKING, NO DOUET.

The
14

"~1|_\|5_‘:'-\.-'L'.::-
. 4 i '|
camried a report of the battie
the Cambodian ¢ ity ol Konipor
Part of the report describes
"36, 000 J"t':'|‘-!1_' (were ) putl cut ol aclion
by the battle - 1,000 dead, 5,000
led and 30,000 abducted by pro-

WOounRdaca
communist rebels". They must be

ne H-.I 1ld on SL]'—H.‘;'L?_'- i §

101

g Cham,

pretty powerful rebels,

.l

"The nearcst para HL‘I, " Brooks wrote,
15 the permanent suspension of gold
payments by Britain on September 21,
1931, While necessary because of
Britzin's economic weakness, that was
not salutary, Chaos resulted. The
pound 1o terms of dollars quickly dropped
from 54.86 to 53,50, trading nations
seeking competitive advantage resorted

to devaluations of their own: conlidence

in money waned evenwhere, ind inter-
national trade dried up. ™

LABOR MUST FIGHT BACK!

The labor mevement cannotl allow Nixan

ind his bi- partisan supporters 1o shift the
cost of the ¢risis of their system onto
the American workers,

bluster, Mcamy

VITEr Lhielr 1nmitia

:i'z-.| I-'x'-.1~.j'-.|u'-'1._t. have
s =g A = % i 3 - sTa s -
decided 1o LCuiesce 1 some orm ol

wage-price controls, But the outcome
ind will non

be decided in the ¢ l'i 1 1151 courts or

1= not determined in advance

through !'.sl_':!:-'}'lu';_; members of Congress,

If this country's rulers were convinced

that they could impose thel wage re
tioens unchallenged they would hay
opened the fight »
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Billie Jean King '
cavorting before the press cameras
in frilly dresses and other supposedly
#feminine” regalia,

The Australian tennis player Margare!
Margaret Court took up the challenge
and suffered a humiliating defeat
from Riggs which made King decide
to take on Riggs in order O avenge
Court's defeat. King defeated Riggs
Riggs on September 20 6-4, 6-3,
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Lcnq:-tibh;: character meet his makc

it is unfortunate to sec a L:alcn_r,cd ,
1 1 -.l . | wr - i W | 5l l-: - !:‘1

person like King wasting her time

competition between male and
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given the samé oppertuaities 45_. :
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It was intended that the march which

mencea at the Town Hall 1 ould '|='.w.“—

C i ng the |.‘.'Lt‘*-1!'~ of George Street
3 in Plaza and then back to Hyde
?’:r]-. However, | olice ied 1o r'.:'-J||l-"-.'F
the march up Park Strect [lliL. IMast
e o H"r de Park) in order (o

1ct ol the demonsira -

direct rout
minimiseé the imp
tion on Saturday morning shopping
crowds.

There was strong resistance [0 this change
of route and scuffles broke out between
cops and marchers. he bulk of the
marchers then took the lead in ta king to
the roadway up Park Street and along

Pitt Street against the traific. People
weaved in and out between the cars,
chanting such slogans as Two, Four, Six,
Eight — Gay Is Just AsGood As Straight.
2nd Shout It Loud! Gay Is Proud.

At Centrepoint two people were arrested
as police tried to move the march back
on to the footpath, Support came from
builders laborers on the scaffoldings
above who threw water on the police as
they persisted in trying to disrupt the
progress of the march.

Upon reaching Martin Plaza, a wreath
was laid in memory of the homosexuals
killed by the Nazis during World War I1.
The death of Dr George Duncan, a
homosexual whose mysterious death by
drowning in the Torrens River in
Adelaide was the subject of an inguiry
inyolving several Adelaide cops, was
also commemorated.

Barricades were already set up in the
Plaza, in preparation for a ceremony at
the Cenotaph later in the morning com-
memorating the anniversary of the Battle
of Britain, As soon as the police arrived,
marchers moved on to the steps of the
GPO, where they continued to chant
slogans,

The police then began dragging people
off as the marchers attempted to move
back through the barricades and continue
on their way to Hyde Park, Some dozen
people were arrested, and later fitted
with charges of "resisting arrest” and
"ymseemly language'.

Undeterred by this brutal harassment the
march forged ahead up Martin Place and
along Elizabeth Street to Hyde Park,

where speeches were made condemning

the p'C']iCIL: violence and I'ﬂ,‘-ilﬂ_ing out how

this treatment was symptomatic of the
violence and backward attitudes of the
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United by a

at the police brutality, the majority ol
the marchers proceeded to Phillip Street
police station w he
were being detained,

those inside the cells was expressed by

Solidarity with
marchers singing songs and chanting

o * L=} ¥
elogans,
by the cops.

4 [t Ll |,I L

From there it was
G.-f}' I...lll_';'-.'i_-l"_.l'_:['l I‘il_ _I-i|||| rters al '-,".lll'r: .

When police tried to redirect the

common angér and revulsion

l?';"'_' most ol g '-5'|I_-1--'i

A further two arrests wereé made

e LUrm L« Lhe

marchers at George Street back tow,
the Quay, people poured on to q_hm“&
government buses which were "-==".i,il',]'=
the kerb, The buses took off alon B
George Street with flags, banners 3
placards streaming from the W indosw
followed by a convoy of police u-ehli'
which stretched along two blocks. 4
A meeting was held at Gay Libention
headquarters to ammange bail for the
arrested and 0 organise witnesges for &
them, A press conleérénce was also };!]:
later in the afternoon,

-.[-'J-J‘-.".-'l.-' | |-'t'l_.'.-.|.|:|..r |l_|'|L| red IH'J C Dt on 1&
following Monday morning and haye bes
remanded to appear on October 17 :

The most significant feature of the
demonstration was the determination gi
solidarity displayed by gays in strupel}
.}g.-.'lﬂ.‘_-llli:l:{:lir oppression. The nmrE!E and
the activities of the preceding week
have given inspiration to those mapy
thousands of homosexuals who gre
oppressed in sexist, nuclear-family-
oriented capitalist society,

BY KEN DAVIS

In Sydney, Gay Pride Week began with
a speak-out on Saturday September
where homosexuals related their pem;m‘l
experiences of the oppression they suffes,
It was followed the day after with 300
gays and supporters participating in a
festival in the Domain which included
singing, poetry readings and discussions
After these activities there was a spon-
taneous march to Kings Cross,

During the week a projected "Gay Qut-
rage" in Martin Place provided a focis
for police harassment. On Monday abost
20 police prevented gays from distribut-
ing leaflets and threatened them with
arrest for "failure to obey an order to
disperse” and "holding an illegal public
meeting." On Wednesday, after picket-
ting some psychiatrists' offices in
Macquarie Street, gays were harassed by
city council inspectors who threatened 1o
call in the "vice squad"(.). Later
Richard Jessop, one of the organisers of
Gay Pride Week, was arrested by two
uniformed police on the trumped-up
charge of assaulting a city council
officer.

After being arrested his whereabouts was
withheld from the other gays in the pro-
test, thus hindering attempts to bail him
out. As a reaction to the arrest 30
people de monstrated by marching :muzd
the city on the following day, Itis
noticeable that while gays were nol
allowed to hand out litérature oF cven
protest silently during the week, other
groups were not preyented
in similar activities.

On Wednesday night a public support

meeting was held in Paddington .Tcwn
Hall, Speakers representing Various

organisations included Mary MeNish foe
the Australia Party, Jamie Doughneys
from the Socialist You
Hourihan of the NSW Teache rs' Fedem-
from the Commuais

tion, Judy Mundey :
- Iegertoa

Party of Australia, the Reverend :
from the Presbyterian Church and 2 §4
Nayne Nelson.
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On Saturday evening a large dance Wil
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.ctivities concluded with a picnic 18

Centennial Park on Sunday.

[he activities ol Gay _

ym b it 1ous LEtempt b'l

{ vet to take the
¥ s

to the maBy

anted theée most
radical gay movemen
susness of gay pride

CONSCl

from engaging

ith Alliance, Mike

The week's

Pride Week repees

WEEK ACTION

hl.'-'li.'ll_-:.x..".-.ll.':.'.h who i"f":“""-'””'.i'_ guffer from
the physical oppression, stigma and
contempt imposed on ll.lw:m by this
cociety and its institutions,

Melbourne

pY DORC THY TUMNEY

On Friday September 14 Gay Pride Week
Jctivities in Melbourne concluded with
4 demonstration of about 200 people,
‘helming majority of whom

the oven
The demonstrators assembled

were gay.
5 i!'l'.:-'\-_-“‘} Sn_lu_![l_'; ||'||"[ then marched
where leaflets
ind ¢ 1I"'..

o it Rloe s
3 o the Ciby blocl L
e

were handed out to shopptri

'.'.'l_‘-:! Ers.,

Marchers chanted a variety of slogans
such as, Two, Four, Six, Elght — Gay
[s Just As Good As Straight; Three,
5»‘-"'-‘-“, Ningé — TI'-,' It Cur 1'|-'u"':'}'

Five,
ind dialogues like:

Just One Time,
What are Y ousl — Gl‘m" What does it
Are you proud?

T
_— i.“l-i-"t

mean? — Homosexual!
— Yes!
Banners carried in the march included
one which read Repeal All Anti-
Homosexual Laws, and another, making
a parody of prevalent attitudes, simply
read Pooiters,

Will you change?

Originally the march had intended
moving to Flinders Street railway
station, however as it approached the
station it was stopped by police and
redirected back to the City Square.

The week's activity in Melbourne began
with an [n..u;u:.!] Dance on Friday
September 7 and the first major activiby
was a picnic attended by about 150
people held in the Botanic Gardens
the Sunday afternoon,

The next activity was a gay pociry night

held at the Gl!il-,.- Thl.’-H.f!.', Melbourne
University. It was attended by a capa-
L'_'j.1_"? iudience of 200, Poetry read

included work by the American feniinist
g4n, bt was _'-'=".-r.-|!'_. WOTH

poet Robin Mo
by Melbourne

1ys W ho read their own

o

poetry. A gay singer also sang a2 number

of his own songs.

Tuesday night saw onc <l the activitic
oriented towards the conscious gay popu-
lation, This w the parents night,
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Adelaide

BY GRAEME TUBBENHAUER

A march through the streets of Adelaide
on Saturday, September 15 of 150 gays
was the culmination of 2 week of .H,J:l't',-'it‘:,-
by the Gay Activists Alliance [GAA)

for Gay Pride Week,

The march moved off with ballooas,
placards and banpers at about 10,15 am
from Victoria Square, Leaflets explain-
iez why lesbians and homosexual men
need to assert their rights and march on
the streets were handed

e : -
wrday-moming shoppers,

out o the Sat-

R e 1 ot 3
l 1.|-I} 3f the SROpPErs were oo shocked 10
eéven abuse the marchers, A ruck driver
who yelled "bloody poolterst " was

greeted by cheers and massed voices

1 i

yelling . young man
who felt his masculinity being threatened

anted to fight the wh nle demonstration,

o Far =L L = .
1IN0 DIOLa S 3 .'..l.l'x.'l'
:

The demonstration arrived at the gardens
opposite Elder Park at about 11,15 am.

As it was still ViETY early, small groups o1
walked back into the city 1o distrib-

e

B4y
uteé

more leaflets to the shoppers,
: of about 20 marched through all

the large department stores singing,

(o]
=
o
Lz
-

chanting and handing out leaflets, Alter
the shops closed a speak-in was held and
ilthough not well organised was stil)
successful.,
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inni of this ye i ing
At the beginning of this year, in t.;k og
sccount of the change 1D the econom rJ
conjuncture that occurred in 1972, 111_;.1- .
ing to an upswing in all the imperialist

H #

countries exeept Italy, we wra .
january 7 that in spite orghr {?n-_l‘g},
ol La] & BT T ¥ S §T=- VW el
crigls, ¥ the expansion of Ea :~ et o -
ppearance ol gshortage:

we wrotc on

trade, and the rea orta ge
in the Western food industry, the current
vhaom" would not last very long, (S€€

DIRECT ACTICON 35, February 8, 1973).

Today, a mounting x:.}.mn:}; is .l'l:_fdh"_l t.n"j,
5 pecession by 1975, 1f not 1974, One
sfter another, the Organisation of .
Economic Co-operation and Development
(which includes the goyernments of all
the imperialist countries), the Bltfuih_
weekly The Economist, .:md the West
GCerman weeklies Die Zeit fmd Der
Spiegel have alluded ro this prospect.
And all these Cassandra vVOices ::{;d an
especially sombre note to their dnEurha
ing (for the capitalist economy) prog-
nastications: Since the currént boom
phase for the first time involves all the
imperialist-countries {again, with the
exception of Italy), they fear that Uﬂc
coming recession likewisc will hit gimul-
taneously throughout the imperialist
world.

Tt is the well-known generalised recess-
{on. whose ineyitability we predicted in
ngi}, that is now haunting the imperial-
ist world,

GENERALISED INFLATION

It istrue enough that the bourgeois
experts emphasise inflation as the root
cause of the disease, as the origin of the
threats weighing on the international
capitalist economy, But this diagnosis
contains a healthy dose of ignorance as
well,

First of all a healthy dose of hypocrisy:
What economist can be ignorant of the
fact that the current "boom, " far from
being threatened by inflation, is rather
the most immediate and direct product
of inflation? Take a look, for example,
at what happened in the United States
and in Great Britain (to take only two
examples) during the recession of
1969-71 and at how these two countries
were able to get out of the recession,
There was a rapid expansion of the
money supply, which in the United
States reached nearly 10 per cent in

gix months and in Britaia reached 20 per
cent in a year, without any significant
incréase in material production,
Inflation as a means of "overcoming"
recession was the officially declared
‘policy of the bourgeois governments, the
central and private banks, and the
monopolies of these countries, Without
this inflation, the curent "boom" would
- mever have taken place.

~ And also a healthy dose of ignorance:

‘A permanent inflation that goes on for

more than a quarter of a cenlury cannot

. fail after a certain point, to exhibit the

classical acceleration phenomena that

:;:::’_:cymi: theory has analysed so many
HI

To condemn this or that "technical error”
©f this or that minister, to blame "trade-
E union egoism" or "inflation mentality,
. 15 to replace explanation with exorcism,

. When there is a wealth of means of pay-
ment, asearch for "real values” is
. ineyitable, So long as this involves only
. objets d'art, it remains marginal to
- economic life, But when gold (whose
free-market price doubled in one year
- and nOw stands at two or three times
_What it was two years ago) is caught up
_i_:g'_l:lm vortex then the economic effects
are rather more serious, When there is
- "revalued"” gold and "devalued" paper
_ money, Gresham's law comes into play:
- Bad money drives good money out of
circulation, "Bad money" is above all
. the dollar, which is less and less hoarded
- is therefore circulated more and more, ,
0 :g;f ::I i:l Pr;i-n n;tgfdiud tg the implacable
- law of a man
- dvely d:pn-ec‘;ntiug. e

‘..-.‘:,mmunvz EFFECTS OF INFLATION

But the hunt for real values is much
- IOre serious when it touches two key
| BEctors of economic life: real estate and
- Faw materials, Ina climate of perman-
aflﬂ: l_.nﬂgtim:_, buying of land and raw
B banieny o ey s eculs-
- live, i o e '
- néeds of the market, A

; 'l-b New York raw materials eéxchange
number of speculators has grown
2 siessly during recent years, Gettin
‘seat" on the ) =
! exchange now costs
@l bundred thousand dollars, Price
B the exchange are becoming
ing: In the past year, under the
€ lagh of sipecufutian and the
-SOnOmic apsw ices h ise
i, Bgy pr have risen

But a rise in prices vfreal estate — ynd
Fherﬁfﬁtﬂ in rent — and of raw materials
Lucyitably has repercussions on the
reiaid prices of all commodities and on
the cost of living, Inflation, which had

already persisted throughout the 1969-71
recession, and which was accelerated
in nrda_:r to provide an escape from the
Fecession, is now being amplified by

15 own cumulative effects, Annual
INCredses in consumer prices are reach-
ing from 3 to 4 per cent to 6 or § or
even 10 per cent,

The cumulative movement of inflation
hi].‘: structural effects on interest rates,
Now that governments are trying to
moderate the inflation of credit some-
what, interest rates are climbing to
exceptional levels; a discount rate of
11,5 per cent in Great Britain; a 12
per cent rate for Euredollars: : rate of
30 per cent for oyernight inter-bank
loans in West Germany, The exXperts
are sighing: Credit restrictions
:;’l:r.;lu'i!‘]ngﬁ the "boom," And the
pundits® reply: I[nflation ineyvitabl
produces deflation, :

1TE

While inflation no rix,ﬂubl_i;.g rtially has

some effects of its own, nevertheless the
autonomy of the credit ¢ycle in relation
to the cycle of production and sale of

commedities must not be e xaggerated,
[nflation does not "automatically"
j'--':.'-!-i'.-'i.' | -\|';'IT;:;'L . in the business l'}'t"‘-’.
It i: the inft :I"I.E] forces ol the "ENJ"'I]I":{h'In
that become éxhausted -|JI|_I llli|| !11}'
running down, |'*I.'-.‘--;|.|j\_'-. the M u"_-_~i-.'u1,.

I.\u furning the « redit and Inflation :|Z"!1:'.-..*.1
on or off at the appropriate or ermoneous
moment, bourgeols leadars can 'i-‘:h‘li=||".r

or reduce the gr: Vvilky of the recession a

little, .”1'.‘!,' can hasten or retarnd the
time of its outbreak, But they can no
Mere Ensurc Perm inent boom than ﬂu”,-‘
“an prevent a reces sion from breaking
out in the long run,

What ties together the credit cycle and

the preduction cycle is the ebb and flow
that governs the the capitalist business
cyele: fluctuations in the average rate of

profit,

For the capitalist economy, the 1969-71
recession was the most serious one of the
post-war period. Unused productive
capacity was extremely pronounced,

By the same token, once inflation
llowed for an upturn, growth could be
rapid. The rate of profit went up sharply
in the United States and in Germany.
Accumulation of capital was powerfully
stimulated, So the inevitable happened,
Fresh excess capacity appeared; new
opénings were supersaturated. New
declines in the rate of profit appeared on
the horizon,

Finally, bankruptcies were cropping

up in the German construction industry,
threatening to drag down a few banking
houses as well, Tight credit policy and
high interest rates have been blamed for
this catastrophe. But the deeper cause
lies in the fact that for the first time
since the end of the second world war,
while housing units are being built at the
rate of 500,000 a year in the Federal
Republic of Germany, there are now
more than 100,000 newly constructed
units that have been neither bought nor
rented at the existing prices, that is, at
discounted rates of profit.

Another example: Everyone is expecting
a change in the market prices of raw
materials, "Speculation cannot keep
prices going up interminably, " the
pundits say. The more basic explanation:
Having had their appetites whetted by
the dizzying rise in prices and profits,
trusts with monopoly control of many

raw materials have stepped up their
investments and have set up the inevit-
able over-production. For the copper
industry alone, an excess capacity on the
order of 46 per cent is expected by 1978.
Under such conditions, it will not be
necessary to wait five years for the

price of copper to begin to fall,

THE FALL OF THE DOLLAR:
BOOMERANG "WEAPON" OF
AMERICAN IMERIALISM

One of the most die-hard legends circu-
lating among the strategists of the Cafe
du Commerce and other generally well-
informed circles that the "free fall"
of the dollar is a diabolical war machine
invented by American imperialism in
order to cut its competitors in Europe and
and Japan down to size, Thanks to the
continual depreciation of the dollar
(which, in the space of a few years, has
lost one-third of its value relative to the
Deutsche mark and a quarter of its value
relative to the yen), American commod-
ities are supposed to become newly
competitive,

It cannet be denied that during the last
few months American imperialism has
scored some points on the trade level,
thanks to the devaluation of the dollar.
The fate of the Concord, Sabena's buying
cheaper American planes instead of
French Dessault plane:
testimony to this,

, is eloquent

But for several Years we have !_-n;._jh' ted
what would happen in an epoch of
L_-.||:'liL1ti'|1|: i..':" Y !:I'..ll movement of « l!! .1

is more decisive than moevement ol

commodities: Amer |\ﬁ:__ rlalism
would lose on the level of capital and
property what it won on the level of
gales of commodities.

I'nrq.ir'lﬁ the |.-'|51.",-f aiéy -!,l__-'| 1 of th

a veritable rush for Ameri

touched off among the Eurog i
geoisie, The same bloc of stoc)

be had for 15, 20, 25, or ew
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title A Cood Time to Buy Ameres
British Petroleum bought the A o
ail company Sohio; Plessey :lbs';‘:: _
Alloys; British-American Toba d
absorbed the huge New York d;"cn By
store Gimbel's for a mere sUS z%nmlﬂv
millien, Nestle bought out Stoqtt :

Feods from the Litton [ndustries er. N
glomerate for SUS100 million (gA g8 0
million); Saint-Gobain acquired lhf.s &2
firm Certainteed, And this list is f \
from exhaustive, ir

~.i {g.rrj-n[r:lrits.n.h imperialism, it
through an expansion of capital &

that drove Ameérican cupirf}titjlll;:{“m
g-.__'-‘_'-.j part of the East Asian market :
disputing important American Eam:hd
preserves like Brazil and Mexica In
South Korea and 'I'uiw.ln, Japa nf:m
trusts are setting up huge complexes
steel, petrochemicals, and ship buildy
In Brazil they are investing more tha
the United States is, The Fuji Bank )
estimates that export of Japa

will reach &12.25 to 2.& ltimnui;en:apim
million for 1973 alone, and it antiei

an annual rate of $A17 thousand mil i,:::‘
by the end of the 1970s,

wWang

.

But once again, it is an extrapolation
that imprudently ignores conjuncturs|
ﬂuu:i__'u.'itmus, structural crises, social
tensions, and revolutionary explosions
L

Even on the commercial level, the
devaluation of the dollar has meved o [
be a poisoned gift for American im.
perialism, The fall of the dollar hag
allowed, for example, Japanese capital.
ists to snatch up greater and greater
fractions of current raw materials pro-
duction at considerably lower prices

(in yen) than those American industry
has to pay in dollars. The dizrying rise
in raw materials prices is no doubt partly
a function of that competition,

AN ACCUMULATION OF EXPLOSIVE
MA TERIAL

It could be concluded that American
imperialism should be interested in 2
profound reform of the international
monetary system. But all the debates
are turning on the overhead cost of this
reform. None of the imperialist powers
is prepared to foot the bill for the others,
US imperialism cannot guarantee an
end to the inflation of the dollar, which
threatens to provoke an economic

crisis of oyver-production of unparalleled
gravity in the United States itself, But
without halting this inflation, how can
the convertibility of the dollar be re-
established? And unless convertibility is
re-established, little effective reform of
the international monetary system will
be possible. And the "solution" would
be a return to a system of quotas, of
barter, and even of the partial economic
autarchy that would threaten to suffocate
international trade, as during the 1930s,

The crisis of the international monetary
system and the exacerbation of inter-
imperialist contradictions that it reflects
are today combining with the threat of a
recession that will be closer to a general-
ised recession in all the imperialist
countries than any other since the second
world war.

But to this accumulation of explosive
material for the capitalist system in the
economic domain is being added some
explosive material in the social domain
that is even more threatening to capitals

The coming recession will break out ata
time when the European working class is
taking big stéps forward in orga nised
forces, combativity, and class conscioiss
ness. Never in the past have we SEEil
such a simultaneous upsurge of workers
struggles 1n Italy, in Great Britain, b
France, in Spain, and now, although at
a slower pace, in West Germa nl].'; that 15,
in all the key capitalist countri€s of

Europe,

The example of the Lip factory is :.'t!fff]b{ﬂ-.
By its present militang
ind ¢ons« jousne 5, !-}ii-' E‘."III.'-.' ean '1.'1"0]15[!1;
¢lass is resolyved — 10 A higher degree
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HILE: SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

Behind the Coup in Chile

gy MIKE JONES

The Chilean Popular Unity Government,
headed by Salvador Allende Gossens, was
averthrown by a military coup on the
moming ©f September 11 this year,
exactly three years after the coalition of
six parties received a plurality in the
1970 elections,

The nature of the Popular Unity coalition
remains a much misunderstood feature of
I,_J.tin I_'||In-|i_*:ri(_;r1 ]H:'“[il.‘.:ll life, The six
parties involved were the large Socialist
and Communist pa rties (Allende being
the leader of the former) together with
the smaller Radical Party and the very
small Movimiento de Accion Popular
Unida (MAPU — Movement for United
F'er.‘-U]i” Action, a ;.'plit-l:ﬁﬂ from the
[:i'll'i‘-"!-i-in D._—n](_‘.\;r,]lil: PJlIt}' of former
president Eduardo Frei), the Social
Democratic Party and the Alianz Popular
de lzquierda (API — Popular Left
Alliance. }

The Radical Party, '.-.hi:'_ll represents the
1;'-1:_'_.:‘ ._l-! ril.__- ['“ll'_ldll,: 414 i.||!'|lf'-i:'t‘-C]~"|'_-'_-
intelligentsia, was once the predominant
force in Chilean politics and ruled the
country for several years '-q‘_—'f"-“"?; and after
world War II. In the last [ew yéars the
Radicals have declined cons 'l\-.Ji.'J'.'rt*-l}' 1A
influence — although they still command
some political weight among CJ"‘F‘:'-‘.H
intellectuals and liberals — and their
entry into the Popular Unity coalition
was the L}I?i'} t!':l!ﬂg that saved them [rom
becoming a third-rate opposinion party.

The Communist Party ic one of the most
Stalinised remnants of the old Commun-
ist International in Latin America, rank-
ing on a par with the Communist Party
of Venezuela and the old pre-Castro
Communist Party of Cuba. The CP
consistently represented the right wing
of the coalition Government. The
Socialist Party, the dominant force in
the UP election camp -igl'l is a rather
héterogeneous grouping ranging irom
dissident revolutionaries who opposed

many of Allende's policies to right-wing

careerists who come quite clase 10 the
CP. Allende once stood on the party '3
lefi m.i.'l'-.q but he !J'-ii.]"'; shifted o |.!'|'-_

hls e i'.. CLIon.,

right alter
The Popular Unity received only
plurality in the 1970 elections (30.0 per
cent compared with 34.9 p
the right-wing Nationalist Party
e, 8 per cent 101 the Christian Demo-
crats). According to Chilean law,

Allende gsume control unless

i majority of Congress r;n:ml. A joint
session of the Chamber of Deputies

(180 seats) and the Senate (20 scals) was
called for a few weeks alfter the ¢leclions,
The Nationalists and Christian Demo-
crats held an al golute m lxl_'C‘I'.iI"‘, ) | EI.‘." per
cent of the congressional seats, SO
Allende's victory ultimately depended

on them, The vote came down 153 for
accepting the results of the election,

33 against, The Christian Democrats

had voted en bloc for Allende,

ef cenl 1oy

_|l.||_£.

% L'|_ilxi il

In order to make this |'=L"55i:b!t" the
programme of the Popular Unity had 1o
be acceptable to those forces behind the
Christian Democrals — the uppcr-n‘lidd]t‘
class, the industrialists and a consider-
ible section of the milit iry, not to
mention the United States Government
which backed the Christian Democrtic
election campaign quite heavily.

16 a matchmaker
between divergeni r.‘-]1t'|¢:,1l trends goes
In the 1930s hé was
qul'liih.‘r of Labor {or the FHFIL!I.-lT‘ Front
Lovernment in which the Socialist
Party partic ipated, Unlike its name-
sake in Fr. nce, this P.;_--Pul_._r Front
I';r‘”'l“]' received the last minute support
of the fasc ists' The classical Frilpul.il'
{ront governments of the thirties were

4 device utilised by Stalin to halt the
rise of revolutionary militancy in
Europe, The Popular Front Government
in Spain — which was dominated by

the Spanish Communist Pa iy — Was the
motive force behind the defeat of the
Spanish workers fighting Franco and
carried out the treacherous massacres of
anarchist and Poumist workers in Barce-
lona, The Chilean version was of the
SIME gtrain, but fortunately the conse-

Allende's histon

back a long w 1Y »

£

quences there were not so grave,

In the early 1960s the Socialist and
Communist parties again united with
smaller non-working class parties to
form the Frente de Accion Popular
(FRAP — Popular Action Front) to act as
a "IFEI opposition" to the rise of the
Christian Democrats. Allende himself
stood as the FRAP's candidate for
President in 1964 but he was beaten by
the Christian Democrat Eduardo Frei,

It is true that the 1970 elections were
marked by CIA interference to attempt
to block Allende's election, but this
alone does not qualify Allende as a
"Marxist'". The unfortunate facts are
that the Popular Unity Government
moved in any direction but that of
soclalism, In fact, at times Allende

400,000 Chileans marci

seemed 1o be moving in scveral contra-

dictory directions at once.

RESPECTING THE CONSTITUTION

What the more hysterical sections of the
Chilean ruling class feared most in 1970
was that Allende would alter the
Constitution in such a way as 1o pave the
way for the “dict itorship of the proletar-
iat", Allende, however, lived up to

his pledge 1o "respect” the Constitution
which had not been seriously amended
cince 1023,  Even the much va unted
agrarian reform programme was exactly
the same as the one proposed, though not
implemented, by the Christian Demo-

crats.

When the wretchedly peor peasants in
the south of the country began to camy
out "unlawful” seizures of the landowners'
estates, Allende found it necessary 10
send in the army 1o teach the ignorant
peasants that socialism didn't necessarily
mean handing over the means of produc-
tion to those people whose sweatl and
blood was keeping the ruling c.h'“ fat.
It might be noted that the majority of
these peasants, because of their |
illiteracy, did oot even have the fran-
chise in the 1970 election — perhaps
Allende wasn't worried about loging any
tential voters by his ac_ti::-ns in
nrespecting the Constitution®,

THE ARMY AND ALLENDE

B howed
Allende's handling of the army &
;I;,mli’lr inconsistencies between theory
and practice. ©One h‘ﬂlll.]d think that a
self-proclaimed n Marxist” would under-

h in December 1971 in suppont

stand that the army is not controlled by
the particular party that happens to have
4 majority in Parliament at any
particular time , but ultimately rests on a
clearly defined social base — the same
social base that the whole parliamentary
and judicial structure of a capitalist
state rests on,

Deséyite the existence of elements in the
leadership of the armed forces who
favored Allende {or one reason or
another (elements who were later given
a safe-conduct pass out of the country
alfter the coup) the army remained the
staunchest defender of private property
and capitalist "law and order”, In fact,

it was probably very fortunate for
Allende that military personnel are not
entitled to vote in Chile as they might

-

of the ||“'.']":~.!.:-,T Unity regim

have been aole Lo swing a plurality in
favor of the Nationalist Party, Whateve:
the case, Allende's equivocation in the
face of the anmy was a vital factor
working towards his overthrow.

The only really positive effects of the
Popular Unity victory in 1970 were the
indirect and unintentional effects it

had on Chilean workers. The workers
were pounded from left and right with
propaganda about socialism and Marxism
_ and a lot of them began to listen,
Allende's victory gave the workers a
sense of confidence in themselyes which
they did not hesitate to express. The
waye of nationalisations after the
elections only whetted their appetites for
more decisive measures and they quickly
got into the habit of mobilising to defend
their own interests, Onpe thing that
quickly became apparent was the need
for 2 new organisational weapon to put
their case and to look after their own
interests, In early 1972 the first Indus-
trial Cordons were formed in 5a ntiago,

THE CORDONS AND THE WORKERS

The cordons were exclusively working-
class organisations which grew out of the
situation itself. Their primary aim was
the placing of nationalised industries
under direct workers' control in as demo-

cratic a manner as ible. They were
organised on a neig borhood basis, each

cordon controlling the factories in its
district, They were run entirely by the
workers themselves and were not linked
in any way to the state,

The cordons really came into their own

during the "bosses' strike" of October

1972, During that month, the majority
of small proprietors, mainly in the
trucking industry, stopped work in
protest against the growing weight of the
public sector of the economy, The
bosses' strike effectively crippled the
country for several weeks, The Popular
Unity Government was faced with a real
dilemma,. It was reluctant to we any
decisive measures against the truckers
and it is uncertain whether the armed
forces and the police would have carried
out the Government's orders if it had
decided to take a firm stind, The
cordons, together with the Central Unica
del Trabajo (CUT — Central Labor
Union) organised the only effective
ictions against the "strike" and actually
made gains out of it by taking more of
the running of the economy into their
own hands,

THE CORDONS AND THE CUT

[here was a lot of friction at that time
berweéen the cordons and the Communist
The CUT leaders claimed that the
ordons were unnecessary as they were
| | o the aln v establishe
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Allende Government,

the El Teniente coppeér mines near

i, - |

ua, in the porth of the country,

4 o
CaAfg
L=J

nded an increase in pay to oliset

the 300 per cent inflation that gripped
the country this year, Allende saw it as
order he was trying

a threat to the new

to build within the confines of the old, % y
The El Teniente miners were labelled ‘W
u{sscist” 2nd "saboteurs” by the tradit- g
jonal left forces, including the Movi- JE
miento de la Irquierda Revolucionario 'g' s
(Movement of the Revolutionary Lefr — 1
MIR), the only sizeable group to the i i
left of the Popular Unity. 1R
¥\
r - ¥ )
When the miners marched on Santiago |

¥
%

to put their case directly to the Govern-
ment they were met by Communist
Party-organised counter-demonstrations,
The only organised left force supporting
the miners was the small Partido Social-
ista Revolucionario (PSR — Revolution-
ary Soclalist Party, Chilean section of
the Fourth International). All other

left groups capitulated, leaving the way
open for the Nationalist and Christian
Democratic parties to make political
capital out of it,

Despite all its equivocation and capitu-
lations, the Popular Unity could still

have saved the situation as late as

June 29 this year when an unsuccessiul

coup attempt was staged by sectors of

the armed forces and the neo-fascist
organisation Patria y Libertad (Father-

land and Freedom), Lf the Allende
Government had provided the workers

with the arms they wanted to defend
themselves and their organisations —

and Allende — against the ever-growing
right-wing danger, the September coup
would not have happened. Instead, we

saw a temrible repetition of exactly the

‘same thing that happened in Argentina +
in 1955, Bolivia in 1970 and tco many

other places in Latin America and the

rest of the world,

e A
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omernt the _E'x?]‘ll!!.ir'{'r':-\-!'ll-
as brought 10 power by
' movement in

From the m
Government w
the rise of the worKers :
Chile, the bourgeols parties ste 1dily
stepped up their pressure on Allende to
force the Unidad Popular (UP — Popular
Unity) to retreal and to -.ltmuhjhw_.m.;!
disappoint the masscs, The objective
of the main bourgeois strategisls we

S A
e T o I

15 1O

wiear away the F._tj-su."u' hopts irl::l.*-l'.'-_‘_Ll by
st the sameé tme

the UP victory, while

keeping Allende in power as the best
mieans of holding a rein on the popular
strata supporting his relormist Govern-
mient,

Despite the capitulationism of Allende
and the Communist Party, ¥ hich formed
the real leadership of the UP, the bour-
geoisie's war of attrition Lnyo
ting risks,

In the first place, sectors of the rulin
class and the right showed a tendency,
in view of the rise of the ma s mobilisa-
tions, to panic and go too far, £
aesassination of the commander of the
armed forces, General Rene Schneider,
on the eve of Allende's inauguration
reflected these dangers, The murderers
represented a rightist faction in the
army. As the tensions grew, it became
more and more difficulr to make sure
that only the right amouat of pressure
was brought to bear againsi Allende.

On the other hand, the assaults of the
right against the UP regime provoked
responses from the workers that Allende
could not control and that went further
and further toward the irrevocable
undermining of the bases of the capital-
it system, This two-sided process
howed up clearly in the first full-scale
.est of strength between the Government
and the bourgeois opposition in the
October 1972 "bosses' strike".

The rightist offensive began on July 25
with the opening of a new bosses' and
professionals' strike spearheaded, as in
October, by the truck owners, The far
right tried to give the maximum inten-
sity 10 the campaign against Allende
by launching a wave of terrorist acts,
beginning with the assassination of the
President's aide, Captain Araya, on
July 27.

This new escalation was initiated by
the abortive uprising of the Second
Armored Regiment on June 29, This
reyolt touched off a working-class
mobilisation similar to the one that
responded to the rightist offensive in
October, Workers staged a new series

olved escala-

SUPPLEMENT

 Reactionary Offen

wred ey i g
ordon

_15"'.] the C

of plant seizures,
sirengthenéd.

industriales W e
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Following the June £

the classical right a: well as the gro
ing fascist elements werc thinking in
terms of a drastic lution Frel, the

Christian Democral leader .-|--.‘.l-'-' {0 Lhe

Senate '||_]I.:.§‘_. 1, Frel

:.ar--.n_-Qi..‘.-_-szl:u;cl ol the Organs ol p i~:__l_..
- - 2

noted the

20 nd the fact tha
e nd LN 1CK 1Al

oAy CT 1 fter June
0 ¥ ) -
the workers had managed to LT UL
.. ” 1 -
He went on: The constl-

coInE arTms.
means in fact

tution of a popular power

DL

j'l.“h:l';dl."fu p;:nrtmit on CP headquarters

¢reating a parallel army", which has to
be crushed "before it is too late. ™

Despite the rightist attempt Lo { pple
the Governmeut by armed force on
June 29, and despite the multiplying
acts of terrorism by the fascist Patria y
Libertad, the army tumed its main
attention towards crushing in the egg
the "parallel army" of the workers,

The armed forces quickly showed thelr
readiness to use force not only against
civilian workers but also against their
own enlisted men. Rightist officers in
the navy had been preparing for months
to play a key role in toppling the
Allende Government. The plan was
reportedly to use the navy to black the
shipment of provisions over water and
thus complete the blockade imposed by
the truckers, The other part of the
plan was to support a series of small
uprisings such as the June 22 coup.

3
F o

&

i,

sive Precedes Goup

the sailors |-uiii'll'-,
i :!l-i"'IH'!I| Wwal
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L% ITic i1t
| C wWwing the f: coup
il the start { thi ponula mobllisation

11 efforts were made to

; B .-J S
eparate the sailors from civllians, Al
the en the fi celk in August a
|;|::. 3 rcpre 190 1 Ia wched t
eliminat sedit : L5, lp|--i-'-‘.liu'.'|
to the rightist plotting

Al t one hundred sailors and THErsS
yere arrested and '.;"..!:_k'!"_ torturcd, Al
this time Allende was swearung=in hi
neabinet ol naflic nal 1 '-EI.‘_.. and the EOYV-
Crmnmeni disayowed the ers 1n ”Il
navy 3 I 4and 1& S3A110T

Despite the attempls ol Allende and the
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COmIminist § ;
Heep it quarantined irom the clas

the mass "IL."t'-JlE:':-ii\.':": ]'i’\.“_'\.\"!'-'l...! |"-"; |"I.".“'_|'|i.—
15t attempts O andermine the UP's social
reform |:|-_"','i|_|5_‘\-'1,, had an i;l:!-.i-_T in the
armed forces.

What was FF.x.gl.inL'\i- in the situ 11100 was

n effective "parallel

orientation to

the creation ©f a
army" and a systemalic
splitting the ranks of the army, 2thenwise
the danger existed (and [inally came 1o
pass) of the bourgeoisie lashing oul e

imposing an "Indonesian solution® on the

As a condition for accepting a "dialogue”
with Allende, the Christian Democrats
demanded that repreésentatives of the
military be brought into the Cabinet so as
to guarantee "observance of the «
ation. " On August 10 Allende complied
and installed a "Cabinet of national
security” including most importantly
General Prats, the commander of the

irmed forces.

Jislil-

The military Cabinet didn't work: the

entry of the military into the Cabinet and
the threat of martial law measures against
the striking tnickers did not resolyve the

situation as it did i1 October; and sections
of the UP, especially the Socialist Party's
(SP) left w ‘
Lo mass pressurc.
the other hand the right
to the truck owners
the

_'ill."-l_-r.t'!f'_

ing which was most susceptible
would not accept it, On
wanted Allende's
complete surrender
which he would not aive due to
[iIl.‘bbl.IE{_' of the c onlinuing Ims:ass
ation, On August 18 air force gencral

[

Ruiz, the Minister of Transport, resigned.
Pratg lelt the cabinet on August 23,

AL this stag S Uu ey e ai e

' ralict Te ’ SR I :
,._‘!_!1:1.-h:_l~ leaders appe ired to be lim -
ited one,. As the August 31 New York

Times editorialised: " To survive wrson-
ally and dissolve the present crisis, Dr,

SHI.U-'IEDI September 4 — 800, 000 worke: fiidents and
DIL‘:‘P“{ tremendons willingness i : Haenls and peas) n

ol masses Lo

Allende must cut back

: _ b Shur t r 0
SO lalist program and get riI:i }ul' ?hhh
isters who have persisted in pugh[ne mmig.
mcans that circumvent the Cﬂngmg“bf

.I"']L,-,l.'l,'l is no evidence so far that D iy,
ende is either willing or able 1o relill
such conditions, " ﬂfﬂfp_-

For more than [ive hours o

n Septe
4, supporters of the UP h't:ltchﬂ]:j mber
the Moneda Palace In downtown E‘m

in commemoration of the third -u:linm
ary of Allende's election to the ‘Pres:{;m

ency. some 700,000 to 800, 000 ¢
part, The large n‘n:rbiIi*::lt[m; cum:ﬂ ;
re ports that a new round of talles beﬂmld
the UP and the Christian Dtlhwmt:‘?fﬁﬁ
1imed at reaching agreement on endi
the anti-Allende offensive had CQTIII:;L_;

Cn Sn_-l_m:mb«:r 5, the UP executive
committee issued a statement which ¢
the first time expressed solidarity wjthm
the detained sailors held by the nawy
for their opposition to any cc Jp p!o? d
loyalty to the UP Government, i

The firmer stan | the i

to any _xlm:lw'unir:lﬂﬂctil:‘llreli? f:d & i
ive. On Scpl{:rni:?er 4 the trgu].;:esf N[.Em-
joined by the Confederation 'I‘j:".[:‘-S e
iy - : s mf-
esslonal E:.;uplﬂ*_.'n‘.‘l;‘:.’- who btg:lrl 4 stop-
page (o change government policies,
The 40, 000 strong National Confederat-
ion of Retailers, a small businessmen's
group, Struck for 48 hours from the same
day, A large majority of Chile's dor_tm:;
and nurses continued their strike begun
two weeks earlier. =
Acts of vielence and sabotage increased
At the beginning of September two Iucuu‘r-
quarters of the Communist Party in Val-
paraiso and near Suntiago were destroyed
by explosion and fire. Thesc and other
acts appear ta have been Lthe work of
the fascist Patria y Libertad, Reberto
Thieme, onec of its leaders, was arrcsied
on August 26, and was indicted on Sept-
ember 2 on charges of "unlawlul assoc-
jation, "™ The authoritics demonstrated
their "evenhandedness" by going ailcr
the far left as well, On 5.;;5],-::11‘-'_'1' 1. Iy
instance, the armed forces arrested
twenty MIR (Movemiento e ki [rquierd
Revolucionaria--Movement of the Rov-
olutionary Left) members neds Temuco
1fter discovering an undergrovnd greiid
Iaclony.

The rightist offcnsive culminated with
the militany coup on Scptember L1
Upon [irst hearing of the coup Ve nde

announced Lhnat i secior vl Ll vy 8

||l LT ™
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nst right-wing tl

substitute lor guns,

BY pAVE HOLMES
ed ferces and the pelice are
begin the historic mission of
liberating Our t'.ﬂherlimd from l1hl: yoke
of Marxism, " gaid an ‘l:‘-illl'l‘,' radio broad-
~ast of Chile's new military rulers. The
- mta which seized power from Salvador
hllfndt':‘. Foi-rui-.]r Unity Government on

{ gtptcmbcr 11 brought together all

| pranches of ['r‘-_t."CJPII;IHSI armed forces —
Jrmy, DAVY) air force and the national

|r'n-|c arm
anited 10

il )

olice Army general Ugarte has been
R inted as the new President and a

| largely military Cabinet sct up.
nhistoric mission" of the military
junta quig.}clﬁ,' won the support of the
Chilean capitalists and middle classes,
The Christian Democrat and National
arties have issued statements appraving
of the coup. In a gesture of confidence
in the new regime, leaders of the
crippling truck drivers' strike, which has
been going on since July 27, went on
radio to call it off, The strike of the
owner-drivers h 1d won extensive suppori
from the Chilean urban middle classes,

The

Richard Gott re ported from Santiago on
September 22 (London Guardian) that in
the southern town of Temuco "as else-
where, the urban middle class is unable
| (o restrain its delight at what has been

I happening. ‘We'd prefer this than to
have the Russians in,' 1s one typical
example of the views of the supporters of

ey T ————

the new regumne, L]

There are maany simiilarities between the
caup in Chile and the bloidy coup stagc d
by the Ind nesian generals in 1965, The
desirability of an "Indonesian goluticen™
fi.c., of a wholesale massacre ol the
ieit) had becn discussed in the right-wing
nress before Lthe coup. One similarily

was the claim of the new rulers that the
left had planned massive assassinalions ol
the Teading rightist political personnel,
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Revolutivnary Movemeinl of the Lelt
(MIR) are still at large.

onilla explained that
Chile must undeérgo a ;?L:rl.'*J ol "1‘n.‘I|1lI-.:.1!
silence”, He went on to say: "This
rocess is necessary because there was
tremendous hatred in Chile and political
allowed until con-
This is his way
on of Chilean
ntained by

Interior Minmsier B

dialogues cannol be
ditions have changed.”
of saying that the polarisatl
soclety could no longer be conl
(he normal mechanisms of parliamentary
demeocracy and these would therefore |’_':|.:
suspended until the generals had crushed
the left and workers' movement,
11 the available accounis the
if
parti-

From
workers have put up a desperale
vised resistance to the coup,
in the industrial belt around

The street fighting was O
{erocious early in the coup that News-
week's Santiago correspondent was
reminded of the Tet offensive in Vieinam
in 1068, Newsweek (September 24)

" :LH"TI&.‘

LM e
cularly
._".1 ::|t‘|.,|EL"‘.

#The brunt ol the military attack 1t
appeared was concentrated on factories
that in recent months have been turned

. 1o arsenals by leftist workers. The

wOTKers rom state-run

tion of the coterprise., Textile work:
51 Textile Factory in Santiago's
d rOne eatedly bombed
! r lorc b repoTl g4 id
e in 500 s killed in that
|
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the Swedish pa
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th onl arms held off tl y
[OT I .'r u'idl'i‘l'.-l-..'\.‘ Uy ut OyVEr-
oW erea i o s} ".E:'l:l'l'.. o% aent
L ic n, seized a heavy machine-
aun from ynd held out for three
more day When finally obliged 1o
"..-_.":«.:.t.', most WErce '5'-'.;'l_. their bodies
C =d ofl ring the curfew.'”
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Lhe COULcl=ic

L IC

Richard Gott reporting from Santiago on

Seotember 22 for the London Guardian:
;

nchock 1s |N.‘:"§;.||'-.~C the best word 1o

describe the state of mind of former

ind sympathisers of the

pPporicr )
lar Unity Government. In

deposed Popu
it seems thatl very

splte ol 111 warnings,
repared for the

few people were really p
ferocity ol the counter-revelution. ..

"(In the southem town of Temuco)
Hundreds of people have been amested,
accused of nothing more than co-opera-
lion with the Allende Government, Lists
of local people wanted by the ammy are
read over the radio, and edict No, 30 of
the local government states that for every
innocent dead, 10 detainees will be
killed, The army and the paramilitary
carabineros make persistent searches 1or
and in one poblacion, or shanty
rwo small children were killed as

4 warning. Supporters of the previous
government have had their heads shaved,
and this applies not just to young people
but to middle-aged people of 50 or 60, ..

ATMS,
Lonvin,

“(In Santiago) the general picture is of

continuing clashes between the inhabit-
ants of the shanty towns and the police

in their search for arms. In the port of
Valparaiso the resistance seems 1o have
been stronger and there is still no tele-
phone contact with the port.

"The police have apparently been given
the task of entering the shanty towns —
an unpopular job for which the army does
not wish to receive the odium, The
stronghold of the Movement of the
Revolutionary Left (MIR) at Neuva
Habana has apparently not been touched,
ssibly because the police fear to enter

at this stage.

“There is now a long list of people con-
pected with the Allende Government who
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corkers have shown a great combativity #—' R L
and herc before and after the coup. IrEix |
But they have been terribly betrayed by |

their leaders. [t will take time for the v Blag! j

lessons of the defeat to be assimilated by L
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BY DAVE HOLMES

Omn Wednesday Sa't"]'.i mber {2 a demon-
gtration of some b0 or more :
held outside the US consuliate In Sy«
Pitt Street, Originally, the demonstra-
tion, organised by the Communist Party
of Australia (CPA); was called to support
“the people's Government Ol Cha!c,l
under attack from imperialism = nd local
Three years ago the Popular
nent of Salvador Allende
first came [0 power. ‘n'-'i'wlt.:{'n. Popular
Unity was toppled by the :ml_;lnrg,' coup
that very day the demonstra tion became
an opportunity to denounce the reaction
and express solidarity with the embattled
workers and peasants ol Chile,

|_';,.:|_‘l;‘||!l.‘ was
iney's

1 A n
reaciion.

Unity Governr

The meeting was chaired by the CPA's
natlonal secretary, Laurie Aarons,
Among the other speakers WEre CPA
trade unionists Laurie Carmichael and
Joe Owens, and Socihlist Party of Austra-
lia leader Bill Brown. Almost all the
speakers expressed confidence in and
support for the political line whic¢h had
been followed by the Popular Unity
regime up to the time of its f.11]..‘ Only
two speakers, Mike Jones of the Soclalist
Workers League (SWL) and Mal Price of
the Communist League gave any T€ al
analysis of what had happened and why
the Popular Unity had fallen despite the
mass worker and peasant support it
enjoyed.

When each of these two speakers had
soncluded, Aarons used his position as
chairperson to attempt to refute them.
After Mal Price had finished Aarons
attempted a demagogic refutation ol his
criticisms of Allende and his Govern-
ment, Allende, said Aarons, had been
killed by the imperialists and went on 10
the effect that therefore his politics must
haye represented a real threat to
imperialism. Regis Debray, no friend
of Trotskyism, once said it very well —
martyrdom is not a political argument.

while Mike Jones was <peaking Eric
Aarons heckled from che sidelines and
yelled out several ti nes: "Whose side

are you onl"

Jenes made it crystal clear that the SWL
was with the Chilean masses but that
their leaders had delivered them, bound
hand and foot, to the counter-revolution,
It is these leaders — Allende, the Com-
munist and Socialist leaders, that the
CPA defends, Eric Aarons has gained
some prominence of late. He has
written a book (Philosophy For An
Exploding World) which breaks with
Marxism on a number of questions, has
defended it against Bill Brown (represent-
ing Stalinist crthedoxy), and in general
poses as one who has broken with Stalin-
ism and is exploring new ways to a
better world, The reality is, as this
little incident shows, that in his prac-
tical politics he remains firmly in the
Stalinist camp,

TWO BASIC DECEPTIONS

In this respect Eric Aarons exemplifies
the position of the Communist Party as
a whole, As the test case of the Popular
Unity experience in Chile shows, the
CPA, despite its claims to the contrary
still defends the key Stalinist positions,

From the September 4, 1970 victory of
the Popular Unity Government in Ué}rﬂic
the CPA has spread confusion and illus-
Eﬂﬁ:hﬂﬁvlﬂﬁ;ﬁwgmalw going on in
. s peddled tw
Stalinist deceptions: 2 o

1) That the Popular Unity was a social-
ist government which was capable of
realising socialism,

2) That it was possible in Chile to

realise sqcinlimj in gome way other thap
the classical porm, i.e., by a peaceful
parliamentary road, g

A leafler distributed by the Sydne

1o advertise the demﬂnstratlo‘:; u:izr::PA
umqu‘iwuuy 1o the "Socialist Govern-
ment" in Chile, The September 9

1970 Tribune commented that Allende's
success ' :'Emnrks & remendous advance in
the direction of a socialist transformation
in Chile." Malcolm Salmon concluded
Bis article on Chile in she September 23
1970 Tribune ag follows: "The odds at :
present seem just slightly better than
even that the world is about 1o witness
Latjn America's second "very different’

: e 1

CHILE: SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

Where the Commun

essay in socialist Ir nsformaativn,
ssay 1n ¢

wAS THE POFUI AR UNITY
SOCIALIST?

The CPA has been deliberately vague on
l_h‘.: P._'_]Fu! ir I.IrtiL'l,“ |'-.;|_‘-kl[]l..-5‘5
Malcolm Salmon desc ribes
"

just whal
really was,
irasa "t oalition ol Left parties.

However, the previous Tribune had
listed these "Lelt parties” without

comment and we SeE that the three

major parties are the Soclialists, the
Feer® e o W B h
Comm unists and the Radicals, bBut tht

="-'.r‘1'“ al IH.

Radical Party isn't & "left p

For some thirty years it was the leading
party of the Chilean capitalists and
'.Hi‘p.'-ulqh that role is today ':,'-!.;}'n‘.‘-.] by the
Christian Democrats and the National
Party, the Radicals rema in a capitalist
party.

The Popular Unity coalition was thus a
coalition berween the leading workers'
parties and a bourgeois-liberal party.
Not surprisingly its programme did not
break with capitalism. The correct

Vg continue and

Luis Corvalan "No sir,

will continue (o support keeping our
armed institutions strictly professional, ™

e ——e——— T T

name for such a class-collaborationist
formation is a popular front as against
the Leninist idea of the united front
where a revolutionary workers party
enters into limited and specific alliances
{07 action without for a moment giving
up its independent role, We should not
be confused by the reforms which the
Allende regime carried cut, Some of
these were very important but none of
them was incompatible with capitalism
— nationalisation (with compensation)
D'f the copper mines, the implementa-
tion of the agrarian reform (begun under
the previous Christian Democrat
Government), etc,

Despite its state sector, the Chilean
cconomy remained a capitalist econ-
omy and the state of the Chilean
capitalists remained basically intcr
Allende's Government didn't diw_wh'u‘
the army or the police, the essential
elements of the capitalist state, In
short, Allende's Covernment operated
within the capitalist system, -

THE CONDITIONS FOR SOCIALISM

Some writers in Tribune tried to get
arcund this problem, Bill '-:QH-H'FV-'CH{
to f:hilu late last year and wrote two
articles for Tribune on his return. In
the October 31, 1972 Tribune he wrote:

""-"r’kut 15 being attempted is to lay the
social, economic and political founda-
tions for a socialist transformation
within a predomioantly capitalist :
systemn, and without taking revolution-
ary powers to repress the opposition, "
In his second article on November 7
Gollan was even more explicit: " The

immediate future (Or Chile is not scen
} parties of the left there

y socialist n. but a structurally

re formed soclety as @ basis for the

building of a socialist order,™
B

|' ! the maljor

What 13

What doeg this nonsense me iny
this "structurally reformed society”
which appears to be somewhere between

C .|~.-.|,1||.<..- ynd soclialism? In reality, it
is not possible to get to 50¢ ialism by way
of "structural reforms™ ©l capitalism —
the capitalists won't let their power be
whittled away like that, What are the
real "foundations [or a SOCH ilist trans-
formation"? Gé neral economic con-
ditions for socialist revolution have
existed since 1914 — the prc ductive
[OrCes arx -ll_"..'n_l,_'=['-lil as jar as 1.|1L":,' can
under capita lism
decay. And Chile is no exception; only

, socialist revolution can further develop

ynd pow stagnate a nd

the -.1.‘-L-.i'-la"."} oroduciive {orces tc meel

1
the réal necas

of the masses,

What about the subjective conditions?
[n Chile the masses were bec oming more
and more combative and consclous of the
need to press 10oTW
of the c l|-.11 11i5ts and t:.x'!.-l'-li.-'h
T ynd time

of the Government

socialist
Chile. iil?"'_' .|1,':.-.'.|l the masses
mobilized in suppert

| ag st th chtists,

I

L 3y - e
ne nignt oy cCOoup LI

of the failed June

for example, 700,000 workers

.,. '.,:.'1.'. ".'__‘\_"}
marched '-'I'="--“i":r|.l the Cioy Ef_|.'~."r the second
Allende d olve the
Congress and put the military plorters
i the wall
who demanded that they
1lis2d sector ol

PR el
i (IETOLC

4 1 ] = 5 ) S—— - g | -

fime 1n e1gnt Qays) Jdeiil ujJ.I:'I!Z_ tnak
155 rightist-controlled
el G prATe TR0
Facrtories were scizod
y the nation
It was not
.-..._:. T ||u' WETT

S IheLr

worker and peasant ma

found wanting in Chile; 1t w

so-called leaders, These leaders
o i - ] —_— - 3 ] = S
engaged in demagoglc decepllon: about

carialicin but when the masses came up
socialism but wnen LRc Nasst. CAIne Lf

against the reaction they restrained them

ynd Ir-.-_:i"l. them

defenceless,
olitical condition for-the

'l:i'l;.iw. wWis I'i-1

The key p
socialist revoluticn in
reyelutionary party

reimains a genuinely

ould carry oul the systématic

- -y | -
'1'.|;!I_!L W
i

e L e S ] ey
mobilisation ¢l Lhe Masscs nd preparc

inevitable class

them for the confronta-
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A PEACEFUL ROAD

The second key reformist illusion {rom
the arsenal of Stalinisn hich the CPA
]Zxa_."'JIQI' -ik'."ll",_‘} with the P _:-'I_'in r Ui !
reformicts was that Chile could achieve
socialism by a new road, thati I

peaceful and legal means without

shattering the capitalist army and police
The first issue of Tribune alte:
(September 15) continued this deception
referring 1o the “Chilean experience, , .
and its attempt 1o find a peacelul road

to socialism..,"

the coup

prefer a4 peaceful transition but it is
equally true that to argue that this 1s
possible, especially in a semi-colonial
country such as Chile is a eriminal and
cruel deception of the masses and it is
they who will bear the brunt of the
counter-reyolution,

A ﬂul:lfl consider the above-mentione d
CPA leaflet, It begins: '"The Chilean
army has broken its ¢y 1O
respect the Constitution, ,." That 15
Marxism? Mairx and Lenin | -tia:i'rl that
ﬂr_i:ﬁ_ i above all "a |=-_‘|‘:'; -I-r wrmed
men" and in Chile the army,
by the Allende victory, remained a
[

"."-I"n.'lll|= 1r'._'..|- i

unchange:

'-:-I["jl 1 1ist LIy ._!:_'.“.:_,1;_ il

fion Ol ¢ -.|-i| yliet rule ino Chile, Itz

idherence to the bourgeols constitution

t Party Goes Wron

ird to the expropriation

Iv is true that Marxists

i

' the preserva

was alw 1y'3 ubordinate to this, Whe
could doubt that if ever the .|-'||_.'!| i
class considered thal Lhi F'i-;‘-'_'l v Unity
Government was no Il'll._"ll. ihle (o
réstrain thi IMASSCE, that thi LETTY uld
L‘iiﬁ'_ cp, ' ll:l. I ri 10 1 i
the abortive coup of Jund 29 the m i
tla.li"|1..1.|i.'_I apini , had | | thi
clusion and the an 1y CcLE
The mastes had to face tf il -
revolution unarmed A\t EVEn itic
E"--!:nl i_|| the I||,- i;.l:."‘_g_'i. 4 11 e nde nd
the l"a"l-l:! ir U 1LY rE1Orm Lsts n LC
5.']--.1. 1te the right ind the an V., 1Lt
gliflicers were br ".E'_{Ei: Tl Ll Mol §atel
veral « 15, lalk of aj i

2rs il AN CE 5 i i |
|:I= Lne | : i 1k | I

7 ’
instance, 1 l " lered il
and rke the nay ', I =
rali h i brutally 1 ks b

officers prior to the coup be

: Caus
re fused to take part in any coy = “'t'f
the Government, A revo utmnr,i galng
leadership would haye imi;te_utr
the demand for the arming of t}:.';l'ﬂ-ind
and peasants, for the formation u:‘%
popular militias,

The CPA denies the charge that th
Popular Unity Government and it :
leaders failed to organise the Jm:i

the masses, This pathetic lie 4 ngof
l.]h«_' editorial of the September l%maﬁu
Tribune: "...contrary fo t 1

belief of some ;‘I.n&tr.a?ian r;?;igr:m“ui |
Chile an workers had been -lﬂning‘;];:e I
organising under central co-ordinatis
for many weeks to resist the foup E
A few considerations are squichenit‘t-
explode this claim, 2

In Ejh.‘ first place, even il Tribune's
claim were true, why had the worker!
leaders only begun armed preparatia
in the last few weeks? The i:ﬂnlmmjj
tion with the army had been on the :
igenda as a very real varlant from the
moment of the Popular Unity victory
i.e,, for some three years! Only hope.
less reformists, blind 1o the reality of
the class struggle could claim that the
coup was a product of the last few weeks,

e i —

Then, we offér to our readers an exam-
!--I-.' of the ideas of the Chilean Commun
ist Party (CPC) on the matter of the
bourgeols army and |:--_*pl_rl.1r power,. The
CPC was the strongest party in the
Popular Unity and the party with the
strongest base in the working class, CF
secretary Luis Corvalan w :u}_ra.-[.-.;ﬁrln.-.! in
the July 31 issue of the pro-popular-
front weekly, Chile Hoy (as quoted in
Intercontinental Press of September 16,
1973), as saying:
took some imumediate security measuns |
igainst the recent attempted coup and
maintained these preécautionary measues,
some reactionaries have begun to send
up a howl, thinking that they have {ound
d new 1ssue o use o drive a wedge
berween the people and the armed

They are claiming that we have
the orientation of replacing the profess- =4
ional army. .. No sir, we continue and '
will continue to support keeping our I

\rmed institutions strietly professional,®

DAt
Because the workers |

' ! =
IOTCES,

Corvalan is of course réferring 10 the
Srmy of the Chilean capitalists. 1Does
e want 1o replace the bourgeois army
by popular militias? "No sir..."
Tribune's claim is so hollow there s

Tk P 3]
[=iud B P |_1|

Builders Labourers

little point 1n going

"DISRUPTIVE" STRIKE?

posITIon e
the strike o

Ome last Comimunist Party
want to deal with concerns
i1t the state-o0w ned El
mines, The 4-month
to July 1 this yearn

the '--L".']'.I.".".-
[enmientec coppll
strike (from April 15
for a wage adequate to m yintain their
living cpandards in the face af the huge
inflation (163 per cent in 1972) was
bitterly opposed by the Popular Hlml}:
Government and every left grouping
apart from the Chilean Trotskyists. = =
This struggle was re ported exrensively i
DIRECT ACTION 45 (Crisis For Allende
Regime in Chile by Mike Joncs). -
[n an obyious reference Lo this event the
oditorial in the September 18 Tribune
says: "Reacrionary ‘,-mlm_, ymply _EH_I‘::
ported and guided by the CIA, '-"72-1‘1_1-“}'
-”:'-1'1|'|"-1l"n,"_' girikes and i_"l."")- cOTLs !-‘} Smid
inid some sections ol x-.'oﬂ'tlr_-’-
. The right "Hlp]'x"t'[{:d
this strike (o sOwW confusion but ihis wal
J"‘”|1J |"-‘\.\I].'~1k' due to the default ‘:'[ the ;
Tribune's glanders gcho
Chilean Sta linists '_i"d
After all, if Chile 15

business

1t hOMme. . »

left parties,
those of the
1% |"-\..'|."='|| "‘\-*
cre |1_i|l|;‘-I 1_|H.'
By

i g |
then strikes can be "distuplive s |
. tvided 2D

gach stands the i [Orm1ELs diyided At

lised the Chilean masses,

._!',_':||'_|I 1

HE ONLY ROAD

Hegp o |_=!'1-..|. ra-d

|-f:1 e Wil I ,_!” < EU-J'I:L!-I-
in Chile nor is there

¢
ialism in Chile was only ""E‘ii
!.'D]ll'l‘.i.c’ﬂan

LT NowW .

o 1 i_.| Aul

in only be the classical re
it the massive -Z.=|:'F_".i[]i:;-i-[j‘-r[] of

orkers and pe 1gants 1ntw 1.‘*rj.?,.iﬁ-2‘ ":"I
oular power (block committess,
cOunc I|}r pcas inl lea guf-‘h of
the formation &
which would

.'|| ET3
ction committees),

ned popular milikias
¢ ipizalist army ind !v,-:lliq:t and
¢ stion of which class rulés
,"_E!l-___t'l-l\," Illl.ﬂfu'
Lenintt

jlace Ltne «
e [ the :l.:.-
1N % |.-||-_ \ 11l I||-_ 4..|'|\r
nent for the realisation of this

1 reyolutlonary }J.lff';'o

Flections

gy FRANS TIMMERMAN

are presently being held for
itions in the New South

of the Bullders' Labourers
The elections are being

o groups both claiming

Elections
official pos
Wales branch
Federation,

contested by tw
(o be left w ing.

One of the groups c onsists of supporters
of the present State leadership of the
BLF which is centred around secretary
Jack Mundey and president Beb Pringle.

Under the leadership of Mundey and
Pringle, the BLF has taken a firm stand
in defence of the rights of its members
in industrial disputes and has used the
ver of the union to support people
struggling aga inst some of the most
obyiously oppressive aspects of capitalist
society. The BLF's policy of imposing
green bans on building projects which
threaten -0 despoil park lands or need-
lessly destroy large numbers of houses,
is well known., Mundey and Pringle
have both given their support to the
struggles of the Aborigines to overcome
the heritage of almost two hundred years
of racist genocide, and recently the BLF
refused to allow any construction work
to continue at Macquarie University
antil one of the university colleges lifted
the ban which it had imposed on a
student because of the fact that he was
3 homosexual,

The Mundey-Pringle leadership has
taken a militant stand in defence of the
tights of many people who are oppressed
under capitalist society, But some
limitations should be pointed out, The
consistent emphasis on workers' control
has failed to raise the question of
pationalisation., There is nO guaranicc
for a long-lasting workers' control
application without nationalisation,

The BLF has failed to take up this
demand on several occasions particularly
during the permanency dispute,
Nevertheless, in recent years the BLE
has been the most militant and intran-
sigent trade union in defence of the
rights of the oppressed in this country.

AL Limes 115 green bans havye }'-1'-'."'.'0!--.'..‘_‘1!
slander \_‘.tn'r!'--i_::i'.? from the press, but
it has not buckled under such pressure,

’;—‘P"C".-ing the Mundey-Pringle leadership
5 a group of supperters of the Federal
secretary of the union, Norm Gallagher.
lf Gallagher's supporters win contrel o
the NSW branch they will have overcome
the last stronghold of their oppon&nts,
The Gallagher supporters, led by Johs
McNamara, have concentrated their

conditions 101 soclalism ﬁ

l ol I!"n."l:'i=-.
The

C ”“[‘-ligu iround ch |1'("L"!-C gl m ‘:]!"-I 1ctice

.l'l':-.l: C O i'|'|_'|._"|_-:

Bob P ingle :
!:-n'lt -

-.:1.1|r;'¢: of fin

1id of [lﬁ_' ..'!1‘ T\: LIMcEsA
group: have a hide 1 li':x'ITl-.'.;|

! ncial malpractice kil
view of the fact that three members ol
this group (including McNamara),
slood down from the executive in 1967
when the unio W '}lﬁ'-,f"‘l.-"fl inn the red
ind had only 2500 members, " He went
on: , ere filled by Tom
H“:""" ind myself, NOW WE arc

lnancinlly healil e have ll_hll"ﬂ

menibe i hi ite 45 et cient

Thi
The positions w

1%
i :'_|'|'-|_-":.L-:

¥ :l.'|-!|'|-\_'I'-15l|}'l‘I H

Sppositionists have clafmed that

I wien lership has failed 10 inform
I rank-and-file builders' laborers of
| e various bans {mposed by the BLE,
sl A ics this, he says that umer-
tings haye begn lled 1o
el [ e gocs on lQ
.!: | L i1l o] IE'.i .|\1|'..' VE ol

facing thi

of helping

huilding

T ' 1
groups

RN

[n both cases it seems that the Opposi-
tion group is attempting to appeal to
parochialism and prejudice in its cam-
paign, The BLF policy of helping
women to find work on building sites
poses a challenge to the view of women
as weak and inferior creatures which s
promoted by the capitalist's servants in
the press and the churches, ;

L to R. Mundey and Pringle

Faced with the allegations of the
opposition, the Mundey-Pringle leader-
ship called a2 mass meeting O 4 k-
and-file union members on Mond

September 24. After discussion = the

L-il-Jr';L\-\.\-l the :'-:l..'=_'i_:i'lé‘_ Y e o
carried 2 motion of con . :
past actions and p resent policies 01 Wht
leader 1'1.12"_ The method 1 gd by (he
BLF leadership in dealing with suc
charges highlights their role as popuiar
leaders O W hat 15 at the prosc il 1€
the most democratically-runt

the countiry.

Commonwealth
Workers

Fight Job Threat

BY JIM McILROY

Australian Gover mrment workers 1n

the couniny
to the Labor Govern-

1 1™ —
different parts ol have

responded strongly
ment's threat 10 lay ol workers in
defence establishments, following the
defence culs foreshadowed in the Budget.
The daily press bas been distorting the

] kers by painting them as

aims of the wor .
Quite the

the defence culs.
oy

On every Occasion, Federal

ly endorsed

,L\.JI .EH:I-_\.'i ;'“,-:.'

MeVEersc.

workers have overwhelming 1
the principle ol reducing expenditure on
in favor of NEwW .,1!,-11 wOTs

s for the public sector. But
l]!f_‘}- wanl 1o L,_urp their .]I-:'!h., In [.I-._'IT . 3
they want 1o t_~'_l.1.':n-_l public enterprise inte
:nﬂ_:"mp-.'r.ltsu._l by the privale

rimaments

programime

arcas now

sCCtor,

This has been made clear in two recenl
mass protests 4 gainst the _|u.ﬂlﬂ_ threat, In
Melbourne, oD September 15, a b:-s
meeting in the Festival Hall, 1;4.‘*55!]:;!}
5000 strong), L"".'-L‘l"'-.iIL‘I!hIH-;lJ‘:,"!"{.‘}'«_‘L a
motion which read in pari: "v.-.'h1‘|-..f .
walcoming the reallocation «.*-_1 militarny
cnending into areas ul_-:.n.lnc ition, health,
..:m‘] social wellare which 1.:_‘ bee .r\’

p 15k 23 yeal,
the rally expresscs concerm l_h.fl no con-
to providing Lom-=

i< with 4 liernative w ork

sadly neglec red for the

sideration was given

M OIwW ith worke

|1§.‘Hi:'|‘r'.]";|!'lll.'5-.. e

e determine that: :

- N e [T i 3

1 Communsg calth workers will not
\ccept the dismissals.
i

. LL-."'II‘JEH"':J\-'-'L‘.':I].!f ."-'-1"‘11 :

LR ﬂ“l{i 15 {~1IL.'5.EL'.! continugc o

EEWAs ds an d

wir 1N . :
~t to review the siluation,
Regular reports ba made o n

meetings at all establishments and that

a further stop-work meeting be immed-
iately called if any dismissals are
threatened.

4. Further, we suggest that workers at all
all establishments contribute to a fight-
ing fund to finance the campaign 1o save
all jobs and Commonwealth establish-

The meeting totally ignored a right-wing
i LB : =¥ = -]
repreésentative who w anted to call for

to be reversed,

defence cuts

bied the

L i r
o 45 el =-
pee : A rds n
over the L_\ .._I_.:_,___rl 1 Eﬂ% =
role in building the campaign. They o
an Council

Ausiralia

ImMEnNLarians
naign, The pressure as
o great th Bob | ;
|.'w.".~"_}-,.’T, nd Harold Souter; 1iis
secretary, competed with oné another
i a rt be moOre COnCerr ed [J_ LEE
1 i
1 1 - 2
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¥'S
e meciing. =}
- | L
yr suggested that the campalgn
- 1
y gainst the job cuts ould include the
2 ! 3 5 - e .\..1I' ¥ - A a -\.:
fight 10T & 35-h0ur week. [he Eply

. & ’
isers was thal no-viic

ideration.

from the organ
had given the question amy <ons
They didn't seem likely to either.
Again, a Suggestion was made for a
mass demonstration from the meeting
‘o the Australian government offices
‘0 the city., Such a demonstration could
bave been the largest in Melbourne since
the Clarrie O'Shea struggle of 1903,

But the organisers did not push the
matter, and il was allowed to lapse.

[n both cases, the lack of a Sralegy ind
x perspective ol militant struggle were
But the Federal workers haye

shown,
are willing to

clearly proved that they
{ight if the openings are made.

35-Hour Week Fight
By NSW Power Workers

BY SOL SALBY

The campalign by NSW power workers for
~ 35-hour week has reached a new stage.
The power Workers whose case has been
before the NSW Industrial Commission
for well over a year haye decided 1o take
come serious action in order 10 achieve

their objectives,

The case of the electricity workers has
been watched closely by many unionists.
The ¢urrent strategy af the Labor Council
of NSW (and the ACTU) calls for this
orking week ta be first achiewved

gshorler we
by selected industries. The council

strategy calls for the 35-how week to be
schieved by those workers whose industry
show the highest growth in productivity,
The power industry s just such an
industry .

The NSW Industrial Commission had
me I':'ﬂ.}.l " i1,-.T..L. -.I IJII:’. |:;:.I_! I_-.-J: A gliﬂ_‘-"l_ '_11E l_-'-.j--".:].' vy :'E-="‘
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on for a long time,
day cake pre
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the middle of jl_u-.-l, Lhe
employed by the State
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ction, - The

Migrant Workers
Conference
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The current case dragged
It even had a bl
préesented to all those invol
casion of the [irst

Earlier
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anniversa

o
this year, around

of NSW ook some
putput ©

redoced.

i the NSW Government
[t attempted o
1z It tried o do

varrented and severe

Trades Hall Council Chamber, e

commer Lygon and Victoria Streets, o
South Carltor g
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THE AIMS OF THE CONFERENCE i e

1 1 s 7% ="' g1

To b ing togelner worl ers, especlally _‘}-'-'_ i ‘1

migrants, 1o discuss in their own lan- ‘_d

guage — 4 AR

L= - - g L = [ i' FE : .n.J

1. The problems ol migrants WOrkers i H

and their views on wages, conditions, . 5

strikes, and on measures O gmable them

(o participate iffectively and fully in
the affairs of their unions ainl job
organisitions.

2. To develop mass consciousness of the
migrant workers' position in the working
class and the Australian sociefy.

;. .{'ﬁ
3. The building and consolidation of ] B
the {ighting unity of all workers, against #
the common enemy, the monopolies. i f
4 To call on the trade unions to act , '
on such proposals as — k

1 5.

a) Establishment of Migrant Wnrka_zrs.' 4
Advisory Councils to work with union
leaderships at all levels,

b) Establishment of a trade union
migrant centre, . :
¢) More extensive use of the migrants
own languages on the job, in union
offices and in union publications,

d) English to be taught on the job, 1o
working hours and without loss of pay.
e) Regular trade union schools and
classes for migrant workers, :

{} Establishment of direct working
relations with the trade unions of the
migrants' country of_urigin.

g Recognition ol migrants' bona fide
rade qualifications. :

h) An acceptable immigration policy.

B
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On August 15, the

Cambodia came Lo
4 legislative amendment approyed by
Congress on June 30, Intensive bombing

af Cambodia continued right up ¢ the

last minute, indicating Nixon's reluck

ance Lo acguiesce in the deciflor

The bombing halt marked the end of 160
consecutive days of bombing during
which more than 240, 000 tons of bombs
were dropped, Between January 28 and
August 11, some 35,410 sorties were
flown, at a cost of $US422, 6 million,
according to the Pentagon., During the
last foar and a half years, just over
half a million tons of bombs were
dropped on Cambodia, including those
dropped durin% the secret bombing
campalgn of 1969-70,

The end of the bombing leaves the
crumbling Lon Nol regime dependent
on its 250, 000 -strong army and its
small air force, According to an
Assoclated Press dispatch in the August
15 New York Times, "well-informed
sources” in Saigon claim that the Thieu
regime recently flew several thousand
soldiers of Cambaodian descent to Ponom
Penh, It is unlikely that this will
contribute much to saving Lon Nel,

Diespite the bombing haly, up to 400
fighter-bombers and 175 B-52s will
remain on call in Thailand, on Guam,
and aboard carriers, prepared to resume
raide "if Congress authorises them. "
Defence Department "guidance" sent
to US field commanders allows militan
assistance and "humanitarian" air
Operations to continue in Laos and
Cambodia, including "non-combat
flights" to deliver military assistance
and "humanitarian supplies" to territory
controlled by "the duly constituted
governinents of Laos and Cambodia, "
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for forcing the bombing cut-olf: ".. , by
its action Congress has eliminated an
important incentive for a ncgotiated
settlement in Cambodia and weakened
the security of Cambadia's neighbors

in South East Asia and has eroded the
structure of peace in Indo-China laid
down in the (Paris cease-lire) agreements
of January 27." Nixom accused Congress
of undermining "the prospects of w orld
peace by raising doubts in the minds of
both friends and adversaries concerning
the resolve and capacity of the United
States to stand by international agree-
ments when they are violated by other

parties. "

Nixon's statement contained a strong
warning to the North Vietnmamese
leadeérs I:;.'Liszf.t £ 'lCi.-.“ni_; aid to the
Cambodian rebels, He said he would
take "appropriate action" to deal with
any threat to "stability" in Indo-China
and to the ' 1{ter

s00 much sacrifice by so many [or so
|
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ongo. M
e

e e e Ll ATE Sl WL
Nixon's stress on Lhe "MNorth Vietnamese

Llll.l\l-;.ltil ul T Ii_.h li.I-.

nd Congress's a Heged

donmenm of a friend”
Cambodian ambass

Wis repealc el !-:-:r

wdor Um Sim at a

W _::-]‘:ir.-;i.-."—l‘h press conlerence on August

21, where he stated that the Lon No
re gime would request the resumption
of combat aid if Hanoi should increase
its direct involvement in the Cambod-
1an war. Thus the stage is clearly set
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of UUS bombing

for the resumption of full=scale US
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eration forces, who already control
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Foreign Ministry's press department n_-_d
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his crime being that he
wis the son of an "entmy of the people”,
foma Yakir, one of the top Red Army
genen ils whom Stalin exec uted for
allegedly serving Hitler, the Mikado

.od Trotsky., He was rele sed under the
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since the Khrushchev era, he has con-
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e-introduction of psychiatric
ments of dissidents, confessions cxir
by torture, threats Lo the lives and
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Defence of Human Rights in the USSR,
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Fearing reprisals by the authorites, democratie oppositon pdred : The 1 i t aimed at pr iting
Solzhenitsyn stated: "If 1 am declared the historian, and Pyotr Grigorenkc have the dissemin 1 o informatl 1 i
killed or suddenly mysteriously dead, e-sentenced 1O SErve sou iison Westem =ty which the bourgeois pres
- = - e O RS [ ik, | 1 i e 1
then the world caa that | have terins, Lhores Medvedey, a bl ' lalm ould | u b |
been killed with | of the has been sent into Involuntary exile, I_':'.-"-.'.I-._E ynd it ide "_*. n t 3 ¥ {
KCB, or by it." Since January 1973 many arrests have the Soviel press lal's L& pPvp 4 S
been made in the Ukraine aimed at image of the decadence id Oppressivl ; 5.1 |
: v : 1 e _— i ! West W ergal LA I R
Colnciding with the trial of Yakir a sLEnc the Opf : y o : SR T Toe rﬂ E'!
.I'.': it Ir:'-_l e i ITi \'-Ci".'\- |'-rl_... L || ion .!:' =L tion o1 i ¥ 3 n - 1 ! 2 "'; Ii.
Y s ”. o 3 - = X . c 3 " - | I i 1 b = e 4
conducted against Sakharov and Solzhen- 115y it : £En Critlsiie E : : <43
; . . theee reore sy -1 of t! Soviet 1 o stick 1§ 1 Wil i
ilsyn, oclentists riters, siciains - P Ss1y -1 e > SWICL LS C al 88 ¢ eIk
- ....J - . L L LUCT ) L= i m
) 1 sH il
o 8 LERH |
e B 1 1. 1
; !
| e {
] -1 | =i
gkt e iy
o) A

action against internal oppositica,”"

However, it is more likely the fact that
much of the opposition has arisen in pro-
wst to the so-called "successes” in
forelgn policy, Sakharov warned at a
Moscow press conference last month that
frapprochement without democratisation
is very dangerous, It might lead to very
grave consequences inside the country
ind contamination of the whole world
with an anti-democratic character.,’

For the bureaucrats of the Soviet Union

no compromise with democracy i5

possible inside or outside Russla: their
ynd privileges would be
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Portuguese imperialism,

the world » SE 150 T "1.:.‘._" and
missionaries operating in {ozamblg
The July 13 London Times pul |.:.\|.-.
ndiary of events” compilc d by ap |
priests, It mennon =d that the IZ'.': i
Fathers, Rom Catl u'|'(1l 3 5'. ; thl_l
gcperatc 1n org niigation anda ::.II.I a 11k
from the Spanish missionari€s, has

400-page dossier of atrocities wall
claims that the known victim
IO SCYer il {f'r:‘-if;.g!::_!_
The "diary <i events! tells of reprisals
by Portuguese troops follow
gxecution of an Alrica ; ;
FRELIMO (Mozambigue Liberation Front)
on April 27, 1971, a | 1.‘_!_ sihsEl LL;_-."_!‘;?
killings and torture 1n 1971 and 1972,
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According to the report, the Portuguesc
Army on May 4, 1971 rounded up Alrican
workers, torturing them and forcing them
to confess their relationship with
FRELIMO, One man was killed and two
priests had 1o bury the body.

On ?»1”:, ?, 15‘?1, soldiers and an .1E.l..'1‘=l
of the Directorate-General of Security
(DGS) beat, tortured and m urdered
[ourteen African mén, whose oaly crime
had been to give corn and other [ood to
FRELIMO guerrillas, The murdercd men
were from the villages of Catacha and
Kapinga, The priests saw the graves
and spoke 1o survivors including one man
who had been forced to dig the graves,

They reported:

Some twenty feet from the grave we
found a human head with hardly any
flesh on the bones, (and) ribs, legs and
parts of hands. The man from the
village said that some of their compan-
ions had not been shot to death but
beateén, tortured and cut up. He showed
us big sticks full of blood with which the
victims must have been beaten." Empty
Portuguese Army ration tins were found

nearby.

The same day troops killed seven
Africans in the nearby village of
Mihanda, and another four in the village
of Antonio on May 8.

The diary continues: "We wish to point
out that the dead were African farm
laborers, peaceful villagers. Among
theém was not a single guermrilla,”

BY CHRIS GRAHAM

South African police shot dead 11 African
miners and wounded 27 others on
September 12 following a riot at Deep
iLevels gold mine at Carletonville, near
“ohanneshurg, International protests have
condemped the shootings as akin to the
Sharpeville massacre in 1960, wherc
police fired on a demonstration killing
69 and wounding 176 people,

11 Die at South Africa's Happy Mine’

The similarity ends bere, however, For
while Sharpeville brought about & pro-
longed period of quiescence on the part
of the Alrican and colored masses, the
Carletonville rlot is but the latest indica-
tion of increasing militant opposition to
the apartheid policies of the racist Vorster
regime, It follows last year's Ovambo
#trike in Namibia (South West Africa),

. the militant strikes of African workers in
. Durban last February and recent student

and worker upsurges in Johs
itself, S Kl

The riot followed the exclusion of 100
machine operators from a 46 per cent
. Wage increase, on the grounds that they

- were the highest paid workers in the

mine. lodeed, African miners at Deep
Wells are the highest paid in South Africa.
But this is 2 dublous distinction for the
machine operators who eam about $56 a
month plus keep,
Supported by many of the miners, the
michine operators demonstrated 4 ga inst
their exclusion, The management re-
iterated its refusal to pay them, and
called the police. After ordering the
demonstrators 1o disperse, police opened

Details are given of tortures, beatings
and murders that occurred in Octobe;
1971 in the villages of Guvansere, Kam-
pemberumbe, Kariwi and Traquino
(also known as Nyambidzo), which lie
along the river Dack,

The report gives details of how the
Rhodesian Army didn't want to miss the
action either, In September 1971, undér
the pretext of chasing FRELIMO guermillas
who had entered Rhodesia and carried out
actions, the Rhodesian Army swept
through villages killing and torturing
those they suspected. The priests took
film of the burnt bodies left by the troops
and forwarded it to the capital to be
developed,

In November 1971, Portuguese comman-

fire. The miners then retaliated with
rocks and home-made w €4 pons.

The shooting caused an immediate outeny
in South Africa, Students picketed the
Jehannesburg offices of the Angl

Io-Ameri-
o fL 'C.Ur[-f.?r_‘lliu,*:lll which owns the

Ne mine
The outery has forced Vorster to order an
officiz! -Ir!-;ll..li!"'_. into the riot,

II--"'-."J":lt-'rj. Qi courze, 15 .s!lu_'-|=.|}- convinced
that the police acted bile
restraint,” He denounced the miners as
not being engaged in strike action
were a looting mob out to

property., Ly

'with consider

|

The forces of redction were not reas
by Vorster's rationalisations however,
Di‘:bpitc assurances that gold production
bad not been affected, the South African
Stock Exchange made a sudden down-
ward plunge '[-::H-:r:.'i:zg the riot,

SIS |_!

The bourgecisie has good reason 1o be
apprehensive, Deep Levels mine pro-
duces about $60 million worth of gold
a year, It bas previously been held up
as a model mine, "the happy mine",
in fact,
The Carletonyille riot has given the lie
to that description — and has thrown all
séctors of the ruling circles of South
Alrican apartheid into a quandiry in the
process,

déstroy life and

It is quite clear that the miners

ricted when they found that the "reforms"

. “They

|

offered them fell far below their e pect:

tions and only brought home even s
strongly the repressive conditions Al
warkers experience under ipartheid,

4 A=
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dos burnt 50 huts in the area of Buxo and

burnt alive sixteen women and children
who had committed the unfortunzte

crimeé of "being there, "

Further torturings and killings are
reported for April and March 1972 and
further action from the Rhodesians in
April 1972, From the report it is
that the priests and missionaries who
teach the Africans :
cheek" have found it a difficult doctrine
to enforce in practice,

clear

ta "turn the other

Coinciding with Portuguese Premier
Caetano's visit 1o London reports of
Portuguese "My Lai" appeared, where
it Is alleged that the Portuguese mass
murdered the inhabitanis o

1
villaoi
1 L i n

near Iltplil'j-‘:'.-i"ll_-, jr LS -..'I_.hl:-l_r that

400 ]'.‘-1_1"|.-J'_" were Killed ?_.Fluufl.'

YT
and il

o

Portuguese troops behead captured Alricen.

even alleged by a child who escaped,
that the troops played football with some

of the heads,

No doubt, the list of Portuguese crimes in
Mozambique, and the othér countries
upon which they impcse their brutal rule,
such as Angola and Guinea-Bissau is
endless, The activities of Cactano's
fascist regime in his own country would
be illuminating too, For Cactana's part,
he's orderad an investigation of the
-J”L’g,&li@i'li to be carried out. In the Pl
this has becn by the commander in chiel
of the armed forces in Mozambiques

Revelations about these attrocities has

given rise to prolest ictions throughout

the world and calls [or the cutting ofall
economic and diplomatic ties with the

Government of Portugal.
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Mgratoities"” instead of wages,

3 NEILI

BY DAVE ©

of the Psychiatric Services
of the Queensland Hio ‘i'-l'i 1

¢ Union "||J_rll have Jusi
bitterly fought 10-day

Members

I 1 from

Emerged i
The strik I"L"Ii‘_f"-'

strike. : '
] in Inswich when U
psychiatric centre in Ipswich when the
. - - Loy - =1,
Health Department broke an agrecment

with the local branch of the HEU, The
agreement was to equalise the number Of
men and women appointed to _!Iu- Eenion
position of "charge ourse W he n the
agrecment was broken, the 250 HEU
members at Ipswich walked out.

Two days later, HEU members
Park centre in Brisbane staged a }
stoppage in support of the Ipswich strike.
When this did not produce a settlement,
the Wolston Park HEU members struck
again, this time indefinitely, t'{E?.f
members at hospitals in Toowoomba ..'i'rE{[
Charters Towers also struck shortly alter,

24 - hour

The dispute quickly broadened to include
ceveral othér areas of discontént for HEU
members: the kolding up of a claim for
an extra week's innual ledve,
slow progress of the hearing of a pay
claim, wage inconsistencies between
members in various sections and the
proposal to attach psychiatric
annexes to gencral hospitals, staffed by,
gencral murses.

the

During the strike, the HEU was subjected
to a vicious and concerted propaganda
and strike-breaking campaign by the
press and the Government., The press
carried on a slander campaign, cliiming
that the nurses were acting callously and
irresponsibly, and eagerly took up claims
by the Government that the union was
discriminating against women, that the
agreement over which the strike started
had never existed and that the whole
thing was merely a demarcation dispute
between two unions,

The Government's strike-breaking tactics
included use of scab labor and use of
school students, In order that the

patients do not suffer when the mion is
on strike, the HEU accepts the use of
voluntary labor by hospitals during strikes,

However, during the recent strike, the
govermment employed labor, and paid
The
labor uwsed during the strike was thus
voluntary in name only, In Ipswich
students from local schools were sent to
the psychiatric hospital to help run it
Private schools which were involved in
this scheme apparently are 1o receive
donations from the Government,

In addition to use of scab labor and a
massive propaganda campaign, the
Govemment sécured a court order
declaring the strike illegal and imposing
fines of $1000 a day while the strike
continued and $100 2 member, The

union ignored the court order,

In the face of this massive government
campaign, the HEU members siood
firm. The HEU called upon workers at
federally - controllad Repatriation Homes
for support and also appealed to the
Trades Hall Council (THC) to consider
closing down hospitals by calling out
_'H-ICF members involyed in cooking,
providing transport and providing other
services, The repatriation workers
résponded with a 24-hour stoppage. The
HEU also appealed to the nationwide
Hespital Employees Federation of Aus-
tralia {HEFA) which responded with a

threat of a stoppage by its 50,000
members,

The involvement of the repatriation
workers and the HEFA brought the

* Federal Labor Government into the dis-

pute. The Queensland Country Party
Covernment was not pleased with the
involyvement df the Federal Government.
:‘E:S;;::;l?nd Government has been
4001°¢ most bitter opponents anc
it probably feared that Lubtﬁﬁfuu!d ui:d
the dispute to attack the State Govern.
ment., Asa result, State Health Minister
Tooth began negotiations with z perspect-
ive of making concessions, As the
negotiations began, HEU members at
Toowoomba and Charters Towers
returned 10 work, but the Ipswich and
Brisbane hospitals remained on strike
determined not (o relieye :
the Health Deparument,

the pressure on

Unfortunately, while the repatriation

Caworkers and the HEFA stood with the

HEU i the strike, auother nurses' body,
the Royal Australian Nursing Federation
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Health Department cares Lo play.
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Portuguese Trade Mission Protest

BY JIM McILROY

The Portuguese trade mission to Australia
stirred a broad opposition in this country.
The recent revelations of Portuguese

3 % - - . "y
massacres in Mozambigque (see pages £0

and 21 of this issue) camsed a wave of
revulsion in Australia and around the
world against the colonial policies of

the Caetano [‘l'.'g;_:_i me,

In Melbourne the campaign was
expressed in two demonstrations in the
city streets. The first on September 17,
rew about 200 people, A rtally was

held in the City Square followed by a
march, with stops outside big corpora-
tions, such as Anglo-American, which
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Demonstration in Melbourne against Portuguese tra de missios

tion, (sée 1nterview
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; ¥ the i’ﬂﬁ,

\ithough the HEU
demands,
af the

did not Wi
it did not buckle in T}iiﬁﬁ

governnient Campajgy
I_|1_I. It Iorced concessions Gut‘ D}Ed .
Govemment, which eary fnay
ippeared completely intransj :
support which the HEU m-:mbgc it
from hospital workers in Other “ ™
wias vital to their victory b

Despite their victory howe
members still face thc 1;;:’“;; e '
spect of possible rcdundnm?y a:.;']i.n'
tion of their union thmugh the G h&d;
n:';-l][.":i plan to integrate pi\,’chlq:;!n
hospitals into general hospitals ;
|.r|‘_.' if general nurses are used.tr;aﬂ;u‘

the pr_up-.zlacd annexes, rather thay traigd
psychiatric nurses, :

Pickets were organised to greet the
Portuguese officials at the airport ind
at their hotel,

The second demonstration on Septembe
21 was larger with about 400 people,
The police were accordingly more reloe.
tant to move in and a militant peacefal
march took place. Banners calling for
No Ties With Portuguese Colonialism
and Support African National Liberation
led the way. The most popular chants
included: Portugal Outl and Freedom
for Africa! Leaflets were distributed to

Ligue Communiste
Petitions Presented

rush-hour crowds explaining the politics
situation in the Portuguese Alrican
territories,
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Brishane Anti-freeway Campaign

BY IAN NORMAN

Action has been stepped up in Brisbane
to prevent the destruction of the inner
suburbs by freeways., On September 16
about 50 anti-freeway activists and
residents threatened by the frecway
systems held a rally and march which
culminated in the occupation of a vac-
ant house which had been resumed for
demolition by the Main Roads Depart-
ment of the Stite Government . The
house is at Hurworth Street, Bowen
Hills and is in the path of the proposed
northem freeway which is P
grossly extravagant network
planned for Brisbane.

irt of a

of freew 1'yE
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By JIM McILROY

A further development in the campalgn
which has been carried out so far in
Australia in defence of I:I]{: Ligue Com-
munisté, the French section of the Fourth
[nternational was a Lil:.'}t'fg-.lli.ﬂn I-:_ZlI the
French consul in Melbourne on Septem-

ber 20,

The delegation presented petitions pro-
testing the banning of of the Ligue by the
Pompidou Government,
ment of two leaders of the Ligue, Aliin
Krivine and Pierre Rousset (both of whom
have now been released), The petitions
contained several hundred signatures
including prominent individuals in the
ALP, trade-union movement, academics
student groups, Labor youth and left-
wing organisations., Those signing
included Dr Jim Cairns, Minister for
Overseas Trade in the Australian Govern-
ment; Dr Moss '.:.J.E,S, Minister [or Con-
servation and the Environment; and

Bob Hawke, president of the Australian
council of Trade Unions and of the ALP,

ind the imprison-

¥

The delegation also presented to the
consul the text of a motion passed at

the Melbourne meeting organised by the
Ad Hoc Committee to Defend the Ligue
Communiste, This motion condemned
the ban and the gaoling of the two Ligue
leaders and called for the removal of the
reactionary legislation under which the
Ligue had been dissclved,

Members of the delegation included
prominent trade unionists, George
Crawford, Victorian secretary of the
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees' :
Union and immediate past-chairman of
the Victorian State branch of the A LP:
Jim Roulston, Victorian State president
of the Amalgamated Metal 'I-':’-:trlr;ﬁﬁ'
Union; and Ken Carr, Victorian secrelary

of the Federated Furnishing Trades
Society, and secretary of the 26 "rebel
unions group (many of which have only
recently re- entered the Victorian Trades
Hall Counczil), All three are leading
figures lo the Soclalist Left of the ALP,

O:thf_-r members of the delegation were
{_I]H_fﬁ‘l?“l.':l_',, Melboume Organiser of the
-..In‘-'.l.;ll'il workers League and David
L\‘r:u!._w..i'u‘n:_-'nl.l, Melbowrne regional
organiser of the Socialist Youth Alliance.
The delegation was met by 4 reception
party of about 20 policemen, i wluding
plain-clothes police, Apparently the
iuthorities were rather concerned about
the degreee of opposition which th
French Govermment's policies ha
This was further
evidenced by the initial reluctance of
the police to allow the two non-unionist
members of the dele gation 1o enter,
Later, they were allowed inside,

aroused in this country.

George Crawford commenced by inform-
ing the consul that Bob Hawke, while he
was unable to be personally present, had
fully endorsed the demands of the
petition and supported the delegation,
Crawford outlined the reason for the
delegation and requested assurances on
the future intentions of the French Gov-
ernment oyer the continued banning of
the Ligue Communiste, None were
made, however. ord later
discussed the question of the ban on
French companies in Australia imposed
by his union while the French nuclear
tests continued,

rawio

Owerall, however, the delegation and
the petitions expressed the breadth of
support which the campaign for delence
of the Liguc and against the Pompidou
Govemment's policies have gained in
this country.,
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BY CHRIS GRAHAM

"The time has come 1o (um Watergate
over to the courts, " S exhorted Nixon
in his Watergate speech on August 15.
There are now certainly enough court
cases in progress for us (@ judge how
successful Nixon has been in Subn:(:rgmg
the explasive revelations of the Water-
gate scandal in legal effluvia.

It mow seems likely that the ultimate
decision on Nixon's Watergate tapes will
be made by the Supreme Court, h_:llon-mg
unsuccessful attempts by the Administra-
tion to secure a compromise out-of-
court settlement. The fact that Nixon
rejected a proposal for an Administration
representative and Watergale prosecutor
Cox to jointly determine what tapes are
relevant to Watergate — a compromise
which falls a long way short of the un-
restricted publication of the tapes which
the situation demands — Is clear proof

of the dilemma which confronts the ruling
clas; as it searches for a way out of
Watergate.

Nixon's decislon to “tough it out” implies
a strategy of continuing efforts to ham-
string the Senate Watergate committee
and special Watergate prosecutor Cox,
hoping that the public will eventually
tire of the scandal, When and if that
point is reached, Newsweek magazine
reported in its September 10 issue, Nixon
is expected to fire Cox and sweep the
whole alfair under the rug:

UThe underlying premise. ..was that
Nixon could hold off a final (court)
decision (on the Watergate tapes) with
yarious delaying tactics — appeals on the
constitutional issues, the merits of the
case, perhaps even Judge Sirica's evalu-
ation of conversations on the tapes — and
spend the time rebuilding his public
support, By then the thinking goes, he
could argue that any Supreme Court
ruling closer than B-1 or 7-2 in fayor

of Cox was not the 'definitive decision'
he had promised to obey; given enough
public exhapstion with Watergate, he
might even get away with it. 'Who's
going 1o lead the charge at that point?'
asked one White House operative.

"The Chief Justice? The Autorney-
General?

Daniel Ellsberg

"The tough-it-out strategy currently
taking form counts even Cox and Richard-
o0 (Nixon's current Attemey-Genersl)
expendable; the White House is no longer
QuILe $0 tremulous as it once was at the
Teaction that would surely follow if the
o men whom the President himiself
brought in to clean up the Watergate
mess should suddenly depart with their
mission unaccomplished, 'Cox couldn't
have been dumped a month ago and if he
Guit now or was fired, and if Richardson
z:h in protest, it would be tough 1o

ndle, " siid one insider. 'But it would
be less tough fusther down the line, ' "

Nixon als0 faces another battle with
Congress, The Watergate scandal has
provided the Democrat-controlled Con.
£reas with an opportunity (o reassert s
Powes which in recent years has become
more concentrated in presidentisl hands,

While mindiul of the re

percussions th
would resule if it : i

Wenttoo far in pursuing

heless is lorced

this aim, Congress never :
1o respond to pressure [rom public opinion
and push forward legislatic
although quite inadequate
needs of the American
is neverth s a bitt
Nixon's liking. S slation include
the ban on funds for the bombing of
Camtodia, social services legislation,

and so on,

in meet

H

rking people,

dical for

While Nixon has usually vetoed these
bills, his loss of credibility, asa result
of Watergate, with its corollary of

increased popular pressure on Congress,
has enabled Cong to muster the

necessary -~ thir
ride Nixon's vetoes.

majority to over=

A major clash now looms on proposed
legislation 1o increase the minimum
wage 10 SUS2,20 (SA1.43) an hour,
Even il passed the bill is unlikely to
make great inroads into inflation,
is expected 1o reach twenty per ce
year, Nixon has nevertheless denounced
it ag "inflationa (According to
Nixon any increase in spend other
than defence spending is "inflationar

MORE GANGSTERS INDICTED

In the maeantime time is catching up
with the rest of Nixon's gang. John
Mitchell, Nixon's former campaign
director, is now on trial to answer i
ments of perjury and illegal campa
spending.

In another potentially explosive develop-
ment four of the Watergate b
, Eugenio Martinez,
lio Gonzalez and Bernard Barker, have

the Watergate bugging and are

pleading not guilty and demandir
trial, They filed statements with
Sirica alleging that they were the
victims of a "cruel fraud perpetrated on
them 1o obtain their participation in th

{Watergate) activities, "

Nixon's former top aid
ison trial for perj
obstructing justice.

arose out of Erlichmanr

June that he
no knowledze of the br

olfice of Daniel Ellsber
1971,

Earl Krogh, one of Erlichmann's
who is also on trial ha
O-page affidavit swearing that Erlich-
mann authorised the break-in,
addition, Krogh bas supplied

dum initialled by Erlichmann a
the break-in, "if given with you
ance that it is not traceable,

1id
ubmitted a

Another disclosure which proved that the
bszak-in was part of the 1 Ad
tion's vendetta

cript of a phone ca
House "dirty tri
Colson 1o Water
which Colson said;

11§
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"We might be able to put th

o put this 1
(Ellsberg) in a hell of a sit
should

cold, "
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rtant less
lictments
n fabric ce" supplied
nrovocateurs who attempted to get
VAW to organise terrorist actions,

The

ted e

Damron
ularly te account in
1n interview published in the September
14 issue of The Militant, a revoluticnary
socialist weekly published in New York,
reflecting the views of the Socialist
Workers Party.

member Mike
1

Leading VVAY
provided a par

Senate Watergate hearings

in the VVAW,

g
The chief FBI informe
William Lemmer, was considered by
ron before his exposure ta be his
t friend. Damron detailed numer-
Lemmer 1o invelve the

meeting at

spoken to discredit the §
Democratic Society (SDS)
radical g
Lemmer w
blame it on 5SDS,

inother

D t Lemmer wa
: } low something up
¢ il on SDS. Damron talked
it ittempt, but fell
vement

Bill (Ley
hreat in |
lettzrs from the
Lhis &

together
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Fitzsimmons' charitable
attitude to Nixon, was i'nt;:q:y :
by the fact that the leadership afg
Teamsters' Unfon donated 5!]51
($A65,000) to Nixon's election &
This bureaucratic leadership l;nju :
currently engaged in helpin; Lh: :
ment suppress a strike in lelom?h
the United Farm Workers' Union o
extent of assisting scab labor apd el
inspiring goon squads to attack Ib:
workers' picket lines, b

By such reactionary meth

ster bureaucrats h:?;-c wono‘:sIE:: TH.
ions from Nixon. The chief uflb;*%
Nixon's calling off of an investj 4t -
into alleged links between the 'Fz a

leadership and the Mafia, A

Not all the bureaucrats can alford to
rema in silent, however, The tremead,
radicalising effect of Watergate onthe
Ame Jn.wurking people has forced
some sections of the bureaucracy to
;:ucml[)ll Lo_ rci.wlu: I.-'.”l||l5 upsurge, for
ear of losing the : iance

fear wmkm.g allegiance of rank-gn

George Meany, president of the AFl-ct
(American Federation of Labor/Congres
of Industrial Organisations — the Amen
can equivalent to the ACTU) attempted
to pay lip service to the widespread
revulsion at Watergate in a Labor Day
speech, Meany only referred to Water
gate indirectly, but expressed hisYcos
cern" at Nixon's repressive methodswhs
which were being directed with incres
ing ferocity at the trade unicns, Meas
solution however was simply ta elect 3
more Democratic peliticians to Congres
— not a very inspiring solutioa when o
recognises the role that the Democratie
Party has played in suppressing the
struggles of the American working
people.

A rather (unintentionally) lumorous
comment on the Watergate affair was
made by Vize-President Agneiy — Wil
experiencing some problems of hisawn
a result of Watergate, Ata Republic
fund-raising function heldin THinois o8
September 8, Agnew attacked the Envia
committee and ¢ ass with s
not very flattering compeir Lyndoa
Johnson, Agncw once told Nisot
that "the presidency is like beingd
jackass caught in a hailstorn: — you'se

just got to stand there ind rake it

fended i

It remains 1o be secn whether Nixos
wiking it® until the Amé
rest in Watergalc

succced In

1 number of shelters oo

available the unfortunaie beast of

Agnew's parable.
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