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BEHIND all the talk of “surgical
bombing” and “pinpoint accuracy”,
the grim reality of the US war against
Iraq is starting to come out.

Reports from Kurds in Ger
many, as well as Iranians and
Furks tell of tens of thousands
dead. "1t was hell, There was fire
all over Baghdad, one relugee
told journahists

I'he scale of the bombing Is
s0 enormous that by mid-Febru-
ary. the US will have flown more
bombing missions than it did in
ten years in Yietnam.

While the first arm might
have been 1o take out key mili-
tary installations, the strategy
now is to so thoroughly pound
Iraq’s troops that they become
incapable of fighting

In other words, 1115 adeliber
ate policy ol mass slaughter and
maiming to ensure a LIS viclory

“Ohur strategy to go after this
army is very, very simple,” said
the US's 1op General, Colin
Powell. " First we re going (o cul
it off, and then we're going (0
kill it.™

Spanish joumalist Alfonso

By

Phil Griffiths
Rojo saw what Powell's
comments really meant when
he visited the Iragi city ol
Najaf, a major religious cen-
tre, 150 km from Baghdad.

He saw one building re-
duced to rubble with a 10) metre
crater in the middle. Beyond 1t
there were |3 more, Zig Zagging
for 300 metres, perfectly sym-
metrical. One local told him:

“In that house were two fam-
ilies who had armived from Bagh-
dad seceking protection. There
were 14 of them. Only one girl 1s
stll alive

“This neighbourhood 15
called Khai EI Emire and there
are no military installations or
chemical plants, only houses
Why have they done this to us?™

Rojo comments, “There are

BUSH THE BUTGHER HAS...

nol even reserve military bar-
racks, Here was nol a case of a
missile off course or deflecied
by anti-aircraft fire...the only
explanation left s thal someone
gol the wrong city.”

Another “hit”" the US boasted
about was the so-called chemi-
cal weapons factory in Baghdad,
disguised as a factory producing
infant formula. Except that il
really was a baby food factory.
CNN had done a story on il
showing how lrag was coping
with sanctions.

We can only guess at the

number of other “wrong fowns™,
“wrong factories” that have been
hit and the number of ordinary
people blown apart or maimed.

We can only guess at the
number who have died because
Baghdad is without electricity,
water or food deliveries,

Bul we do not have (0 guess
whao is responsible,

In theirdrive to guarantee the
aninterrupted flow of profits
from oil, George Bush and his
allies. like Bob Hawke, have
covered themselves in blood.

We have lo stop them.

DEMONSTRATE

Sydney, Sun 10 Feb

Assemble Belmore Park, 1pm; Domain Jpm

Brisbane Fri 1 Feb
Assemble King George Square, 4pm

ISO PUBLIC MEETINGS
Melbourne Mon 4 Feb

7.30pm at Bookmarks, 328 Flinders S\, City

Sydnedy Tues 12 Feb
7.00pm at Trades Hall, 4 Goulburn Si, City
Full details of all meelings page 11
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WATCHDOG FOR &
THE WEST
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IRAQ’S missile attacks
on Israel have been
greeted with outrage in
the West.

But niot in the Arab world
In Jordan. huge demonstra-
tions have called on Saddam 1o
attack Israel.

In Algeria, 10000 copes
have been sold of a record “Go,
Saddam. Go™.

While Boh Hawke denounces
the inhumanity of raming missiles
down on civilians, Arab: remem-
ber what happencd when Lsrael in-
vaded Lebanon in 1982,

The lsracli air force bom-
harded civilian areas of Beirut with
cluster and phosphorous bombs.
The resolt was an almost uni-

—

FROM the early par of this cen
iury. Zionism has been an
||:||:L:_.Jml part of the West s strai-
egy for exercising control over
the Middle East and plundering
ils o1l wealih.

The existing borders were
drawn by the British and French
following the collapse of the Ot-
toman empire at the end of the
First World War, with little re-
pard to historical tradinon.

In 1920 they broke Greater
Syria up into Syria, Lebanon and
Palestine and created Trans-
jordan.

In 1922 the British drew the
borders of Saudi Arahia, Kuwail
and Iraq to make sure that the o1l
rich areas were as much as pos-
sible separated into areas like
Kuwail and the other emirafes.

They also installed a senes of
pliable rulers to run many of
these “countries’.

Britain had promised inde-
pendence 0 Arabs dunng the
war in retumn for their support,
but afterwards, it found its stra-
tegic inleresis better served by
the Zionist project.

The Balfour Declaration,
promising a Jewish homeland in

Palestine we do nol propose to
even go through the form of con-
sulting the w ishes of the present

inhabitants. The Four Powers
are commitied 1o Zionism™,

The initial establishment of
Israel made 750,000 Palestin-
1ans homeless, and a similar
number lost everything when Is-
rael occupied the West Bank and
Gaza in 1967.

In the Occupied Temilories,
the people have suffered expro-
priation of land and water, denial
of virwally all political nghts,
suppression of local economic
activity and constant violalions
of human rights.

Thousands have been in-
temed without trial in concentra-
tion camps and many deported.
The Israelimilitary regularly de-
molish the houses of relatives of
people suspected of illegal poli-

ical acnivity.

CURFEW

During the three years of the
Inufada, hundreds of people
have been Killed, tens of thou-
sands have lived for prolonged

ALREADY the anti-war

movement has become
enormous.

In a body blow to racist
sterotypes about Germans and Jap-
anese as militarists, 250,000 dem-
onstrated in Bonn and 15,000 in
Tokyo against the war.

In the US 75,000 marched on
Washington and 70,000 protested
in S5an Francisco.

50,000 came out In Melbourne
and 30,000 in Sydney within days
of the US attack. -

Hawke’s majority support for
the war is very fragile. There is a
large minority who oppose him
and a smaller minority—11% ac-
cording to the polis—who strongly
oppose the war.

The challenge is to turn that
angry minority into an active
movement that can win. To do
that we must realize that the nor-
mal methods of building up politi-
cal opposition have changed very
fundamentally.

B The protests must be frequent.

It is no longer necessary Lo have
months of preparation for a dem-
onstration—hundreds of thou-
sands of people are angry and are
looking for an opportunity to dem-

Here's how to
stop the war

By
John Minns

movement activists are used to or-
ganising in little committees of a
dozen or two. Now the situation is
very different. The opportunity ex-
ists to turn this strongly opposed
119 into builders of the move-
ment.

The movement must collect
names on the demonstrations of
those who want to continue Lo or-
ganise when they go home or go
back to work.

The demonstrations must be-
come a focus for organising for the

WHARFIES

in Sydney
; Palesting, would, as Winston penods under 24 hour curfew onstrate. next big action—with posters and joined the
mﬁimﬁmnﬁsl oW re- Churchill said, “be especially in - and schools and universities The big demonstrations have jeaflets on hand for people to take bal&;la:gz;ﬁ
pthgTq;lﬂﬁmin's .fmir;‘!mdem. harmony v-_'a'th the truest interests have I;n:-:n -:Iqm;d‘ _ made the people paﬂifipatiﬁg iﬂ and distribute later. : the war
told how in one hospital, “there of the Bnitish Empire™. Prime minister Begin de- them feel stronger in their opposi- @ For the movement to win we Workirs
was blood everywhere.” This nie between Zionism  scribed his policies for dealing tion to the war—they see thatthey pave to involve organised workers can be
“I ran scross 10 the mortuary. and impenalist interests was nol ~ with the intifada as “Force, are not as isolated as they might 5.4 the great potential power that organised
Someone had been irying Lo piece just an accident. The founder of Power, Blows™. have thought. Three weeks with- o6 have to take action and into Lhe :
bodies together. They had a leg. a Zionism, Th_c(\;lL»ru Herzl, from Bush’s response has not been 8 out a demanstration in the current cripple the war machine. The Viet- movemen
torso, but three arms lay next to the the very beginning looked foran  one of outraged determination to ;-_ climate is like six months at other .. oratorium was not just a that other “UN war"—Kores. I s shios ua that 15 Cléatty
torso. The place... recked of imperialist patron forhisproject.  oppose injustice. Instead the US ' times. The big demonstrations can ... demonstration but a strike even supported the war in Vietnam irresponsible once we have
T kil Shicrna B Beirll's He considered; theliissian  has consistently opposed UN also become a focus for local and

Barbir hospital descnibed the el-

fects of phosphorous bombs on
children.

it lrocps. against the war, such as (hey
a . ; ted 5. Man i i now. Alread Today there is not a single Labor were, refied heavily “giving
“I had totake the babies and put “Here in England™, he said, optional extra for Israel—they ' M 35.07gAnIING. SENKTE ¥ ::ﬁé?néou'?;g:,ﬂ;.iﬂp‘::oul p.m: wmf.mt : rt-r Wm ML bm """1.3:ﬁ‘ o
“the 1des OIS ich is aTe es i ' 3 : ded a vole againsi the war course, the Labor

g F1 DcK S Sa ot put 5 "'ju'anIFI.lth]l;uhmh':la' j*_""-"-‘f*‘f‘;““""el foriiscontaeies TO GET |NVO LvED ers against the w.ar* . :Gﬂ'ﬂ Wham?a m;:{e the Ieade-tﬁgm the lefl in supported sanctions and therefore
the (L _I-..I;_.l_.,___.l__ ';.;,_ . colonial idl:'-:il.. Snau QUICKELY |'!1|'L{lEL. . s : 1 . walked off the |l}b -|n S}‘dnE‘f in pariiament. Brian Howe Exp[ained the sending ot the frigates. BUI

: oy were W ‘- ; U!'l‘.il.‘l'ﬁtﬂ'ﬂl?] " . sn _ .UTI} ﬁ.ll"l.g_ hen that Conlacl either “'IE' IS0 In your cily, prglest and 150 n both Port how he had been in peace sanciions were nol an alternalive

R Hosy R Were blasted 10 Tub- FRHCEEIowStS BV Liced: thegy the P"‘]"'_‘“—'""m“b':"'"': is 2 ceptral or the coalitions listed below. Kembla and Brisbane did the same. organisations before he was in the 1o war—they were part of the

be and eight out of Beirat's i British that they could provide one for all Arabs. f MELBOURHNE B It is important to approach Labor Party, and then went on to build-up 1o it

g Pty an “effective guard for the Suez They sec the treatment © ISO meats every Monday. 7.30pm. ai 328 Finders , 1. support Hawke's motion. Gerry Sanctions were another means
mph::ag:s destroyed. Bul worse = . Canal”™. Palestinians and their expropria- Fa Chy -waﬁﬁﬂuww East PO Box st UNION officials and put Eressunle or; Hand gave the mosl hypocritical ol using force against
Was 10 come. . e R . ssion ey T " them to commit themselve
) - The process of imperial dom-  tionas part of alarger oppre Parkvitie, 3052 or phona 481 1507
On 16 September 1982, truck- i,

Ipads of extreme night-wing
Lebancse milim, backed by the

261 4962 enough. We must start senious or- Nick Bolkus even tried lo ' SancticnszeLe thf pmili_ca; cover

AT 4 Goutburn 5L Gity. Phone 261 455 2 S g : s r position from by which Bush gol massiv

1 ; = . - = Arab: are; : R et Tt , sizeable work theorise the pro-war po ¥ :

.{mwm‘m i . b R ey, - B expense of the Ar.db.:u. arca. Coadition 1o Bring : Ff\_.....'!.l?f‘}“?"‘i.‘ T'FSH'TH ganising In every Ssit the left. He argued that the left had military forces into the Gult.

b wm&; ATfusn 8l et RS armetl occupalion ol 1K Arab far of AR As Balfgur sidin 19195 i o E:—L”srr;:?rw& $281 E!J'-‘!;INI.'.'-H: ) 680 tﬁngﬁﬂ place, amungst the rank and file of never been p,agcm-gi_guppnrting To build a huge movement

gee camps, and Shatilla 212 6855 (Harnah) of 281 5100 {Dana) the trade union movement. i ~armed struggle” in Nicaragua, El against th? war we have io draw
They had been ammed to the CANBERRA i B Workplace groups can be built Salvador, Vietnam and elsewhere. those parliamentarians who

teeth by the Iiraelis and the camps 150 meats every Monday, 7 00pm. in the Blas Roos

sealed off by the lsraeh army. No-
one could leave.
Noam Chomsky described
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Tsar, the German Kaiser, and the
Turkish Sultan before sertling on
Briain.

ination backed up by Zionist sel-
tlement was consistently at the

resolutions and continued to
give Israel billions in aid.
The ties to the US aren't an

which can't be separated from
the other actions of the US in the

THE NEW' AUSTRALIAN IMPERIALISIV!

workplace groups.
B The demonstrations must be

SYDNEY _
150 mosts every Tuesday, 7.00pm, o1 Trades Haf

of tha Canbarra Workers Cluty, Chiders 51, Chac
Bring The Ships Home Coalton mests ol e Peace

Centre, Kingsiay 51 Chvie. Phona John (249 4217)

Tarya (297 BO47), Sue (251 2174) or Bobbeo (247

against the war.
We are still a long way from
making that happen.bult we can

against the war. But that isn't

against the war. At the University of
NSW the first meeting of university
staff against the war attracted 1 30,

until 1966 and even then, Labor
leaders like Gough Whitlam
supported sending Australian

performance—breaking down in
tears—but still backing the war.

According to Bolkus, the US
military are now in an analogous
position lo the Sandinisias.

made this specilic commitmenl
fo the Uniled nations
The pariiamenlary speeches

Iraq—starving Iraqis rather than
incinerating them by bombing.

absialned onto platforms 1o s_peak
agains! the war. Doing thal will
help to draw new people inlo the

. n be N0 " \hat twisted logic! In El movement. But thal doesn’t mean
" 7851) i jonal Univer- NOW THERE ca - inue to be
| o at the Australian National Un _Vietnam and Nicaragua,  that we shouldn’l continue
bow, Sheoughiou Thursday night . WHY IS Australia really raprgsent. army lo invade Lebanon. doing!—guiding bombers on : BRISBANE %  sity, 160 turned out. doubt. workars and peasants wers critical of their half-hearted and
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How Lhai Is what they are

—by Tom O'Lincoin
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ression ‘male’?

} Is agg

MANY comparisons are
being drawn between this
anti-war movemen! and the
anti-Vielnam campaign.
An imporiant anc is the ad-
vanced stage of awareness about
such questions as women's
oppression this time round, the
resuli of many years of cam-
paigning
Al the week-long vigil in
Melbourne, one day was se¢l
aside as Women's Day. As it
happened. this day was the be-
ginning of the amazing burst of
encrgy which took the move-
ment forward in leaps and
hounds

On the day of the deadline,

hundreds of women st out 1o
march on the Victona Barracks
The plan was for a “scream-out”
It became @ march which lasted
for several hours, growing as
men from the vigil, and then an-
other hundred joined us as we
marched arcund the city.

The scream-out was a huge
success, and was repeated by the
Larger rally a few days later. Bur
Il raised some controversy in the
vigil which is worth considering.

Some women opposed the

screaming because they felt it
WaS [00 aggressive.

Apart from the influence of
pacificism, this position ex-
pressed a widely-held view thar
women are nafurally the peace-
makers, and we should oot allow
ourselves to be drawn into
“male” violence.

This is a profoundly mis-
taken view.

Firstly, if the violence we are
wimessing in this war is reduced
10 the nature of men, it simply
lets the brutal system of compe-
ution off the hook.

The mad military rivalry
which has characterised capital-
18T 18 & class question.

FOUGHT

Just as many working class
men as women fought in the rev-
ohutions which stopped the First
World War. Thousands of work-
ing class men siopped work,
demonsirated and organised

aguinst the Vietnam war.

Onbe other side, ruling class
women defended the wars their
class unleashed on humanity.

The Suffragetie movement in
Britain early this century split
along class lines over the First
World War.

Sylvia Pankhurst, the leading
Suffragette who organised
amongst working class women.
slood out against the war.

Her mather and other middle
and upper-class women of the
movemen! campaigned in fa-
vour of it, handing white feathers
1o young men who refused 1o

enlist as a sign of contempt for
their “cowardice”,

This ume round. positions on
ll:lc war are determined by poli-
fics, not gender. Ted Mack is the
only politician to demand his op-
Posilion be registered in the vole

i the House of Representatives.
_ Theotherside of the question
15 the stereotyping of women.
There is a popular idea around

. that women can appropriate the
nnages of ourselves that used 1o
Uppress us and change- their

. meanmg. This would raise the

Slatus of women,

But these stereotypes of
WOmen as retiring, emotional,
Ppassive, loving and caring are

- used as 'l+h'.': Justification for
i Waoinen being expecied 1o be the
child-carers in the family. This

- then feads 10 fewer job oppon.-

W- lower pay, and the idea

Hal women are unable 1o fight 1o

defend themselves. B

Women's oppression is not

By Sandra
Bloodworth

simply aboul wdeas and images.

It is a matenal reality of depniva-
tion and discrimination

Women's disadvantaged po
sition as low paid workers, or
mothers isolated in the home
WithoUl proper Suppor services
i5 not changed one jot by us as-
serting that 1o be passive, emo-
tional, earth mothers is glonous.

Women s lives wall only 1im-
prove in the same way that the
conditions of the oppressed are
ever changed, and that 1s by
struggle.

For women to achieve this
they actually have 1o undermuin:
the slerectyvpes, insisting on their

ability 1o fight, 1o be aggressive
and assen pursclves

This 15 not “male™, It 1s sim
plv whal anyone who wanis 1o
fight the power of those in con-
trol in our sociely, the men and
women of the ruling class, has (o
do. Those with power in our so
Cicly mever gIve any concessions
if they think they can oppress the
mass of the population with im
puniry.

This was clearly not the on-
entation of some women in-
volved m _organising Women's
Day. Other than the march Lo the
Barracks the emphasis was on
poelry readings and mieditation

Socialists are nol opposed 1o
poctry readings—we are nol
philistines. But it was significant
that it was only on Women's Day
that it was planned.

This indicates thal the stereo
iypes of women being less ag-
gressive, less interesied in
politics and more introspective,

penetrate into even Lhe
movements which want to fight
WOMEN 'S Oppression.

On the day, the women
themselves shattered these ste-
reotypes. The scream-oul was o
greal way of showing women s
ability 1o completely reject the
stereotypes which are partof our
oppression. No silent mouming
for us!

The women were militant,
strong, made political speeches,
and creared the catalyst for a
leap lorward (o stop the war
This was a greal achievment
which would have been missed
Il e arguments against aggnes-
gsion had won out

PENSIONERS TO

PAY MORE

THE FEDERAL government has hurried through legislation
which could mean that fourteen thousand pensioners will haye
lo pay an extra $928 a year to sfay in retirement homes.

The legislation withdrew a subsidy which used to be paid 1o
all residents in aged care hostels. The only exemplions are those
on a full pension who did not own their house for (two years before
going into the home.

The executive director of the association of retirement home
owners said that “it means you have to either been on the streets
or living with relatives for a long time before you entered the
retirement home".

PAID

Before the law was passed, all people living in non-profit
nursing homes paid $120 a week, with about S1B lefl over as
“pocket money". But if you were silly enough to have to have sold
your house three years ago to enter the home, you will now lose
even (hat pitiful sum.

It's obvious what the Labor Party’s priorities are—tens of
millions of dollars to keep frigates in the Gulf paid for by cul
backs to services for the most defenceless in society.

Imperialis

FOR most people coming into the
anti-war movement their starting
point is a straightforward horror of
war.

But to stop the war, and mare
importantly to avoid its repetition,
we have to understand what causes
it Is it an excess of testosterones?
Is it “loony fundamentalists”?

Socialists argue that imperialism
is to blame. But what do we mean
by “imperialism*?

The foundations of our under-
standing come from Lenin’s analy-
sis of the First World War—an
unprecedented bloodbath and the
first great confrontation between
rival imperialist powers.

Lenin began by drawing on
Marx’s discovery, that as the
capitalist system progressed, its
wealth became concentrated in
larger and larger concentrations of
capital—trusts, monopolies, and
giant corporations.

Eventually the drive to continu-
ally make a profit and to continually
expand meant that these compa-
nies could no longer confine their
operations o a single country.

And so, what Lenin called the
“export of capital” began as invest-
ment surged out of Europe and
capitalism began its conguest of
the world, slowly at first but then at
a frenzied pace in the second half
of the 19th Century.

But of course this triumph of
capitalism wasn't a triumph for
some sort of pure idealised “free”
market. Wherever there's a market
there are heavies with guns Lrying
10 use force to get an edge on the
competition.

As British, French, and later Ger-
man and American companies
looked for profits overseas, gun-
boats, troops and colonial adminis-
trators followed.

50 imperialism represented a
whole new stage in the develop-
ment of capitalism, one in which
state power—the government and
military—became closely merged
with capital and, moreover, a
weapon of competition.

And the competition was fierce
—all the more fierce as the world

was rapidly carved up. Not only the
profitable regions but also the un.
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VIETNAM, 1968. The war cosl

profitable were colonised as eco-
nomic motives mingled with strate-
gic and military concerns.

Queensland even colonised
Papua in 1890 to prevent the Ger-
mans, who had seized the northern
coast of New Guinea, from gaining
a toehold—despite the fact that it
was considered of negligible inter-
est economically.

Th_i:. intense economic and mili-
tary rivairy has exploded twice into
world war.

COLONIES

In the First World War, dynamic
Cerman capitalism found that the
British and French (and their allies)
had got control of most of the
colonies, including all the richest

The Germans had a choice be-
tween fighting to push the old
powers out, or accepling second
rank status in the world.

In the Depression of the 19305
as trade barriers rose around the

" ~ : =
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many times more than total
prevent the expansion of Russian influence, and to di

-

world, German and Japanese capi-
talism saw that congquest was the
only alternative to decline. But con-
quering Poland and China not only
threatened traditional British and
American interests, but meant that
NEw superpawers were in the mak-
ing—itself a threat to the traditional
dominance of “our” side

Once again, armed to the teeth
and brooking no opposition at
home, the capitalists added mass
slaughter to their traditional tech-
niques of competition

Alter 1945, the US emerged as
the dominant power in the -v.-mhr_i
both militarily and economic ally

It encouraged the decolonis
abion of Africa and Asla, not out of
dany concern for sell-determination.
but in the knowledge that it was <o
powerful that it didn't need to col
onise a ountry 1o dominate it

But the US did not simply get its
way in the world. It found itself face
to face with d Nival superpower, the
USSR, whaose military had won a
1.‘.-'}‘-f_;l|r- ey cimpire

l*“: |'..'rr|| ol the I'-II'[_,'r Llion by
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US Investment In the country. s real aims were to
scourage further rebellions in its own empire.

tween them was largely military—
the appalling arms race and the
balance of nuclear terror

Now the “stability” of that sys-
tem has collapsed. The military
powers find themselves overtaken
In the world's markets by |apan
and the Europeans

Lonversely, the most competi-
tive economies find themselves
held to ransom by the military
powers, especially -IIH_‘ US which
now demands Japan and Germany
help pay for its war in the Gulf.

Far from a new era of peace, the
intensification of impenrialist rivalry
offers the prospect of much greater
instability, made worse by the reli-
ance of both Russia and the US on
their armed might

By highting to get the US out of
the Gulf, we are fighting to weaken
the ability of America’s bosses Lo
use force to qet their way
However. in the |-.|I'|i run. all talk
ol peace will be a hopeless illusion

Nl we end the system that has
mpenalism

by Roberi Bollard

IWWEN MNse |

.
== i Ty == =
= G

=
3
72
]

| hammer the Baltics. _you hammer Iraq...

FOUR MORE dead in
Latvia have been
added to the seventy-
plus dead or missing
since Gorbachev’'s

January crackdown in
Lithuania.

Mikhail Gorbachev, it is re-
pum:d. “deeply regrets” the kill-
ings and military actions of the
black beret special forces in Lat-
via and Lithuania. However, he
also insists that the independent-
minded governments have
brought it on themselves.

In Lithuania, Russian troops
have seized control of the central
press building, the offices of the
Lithuanian defence council, and
the television tower in the capi-
tal, Vilnius.

Barricades surround the
building of the Supreme Soviel
while sandbags fill the windows
and doors to protect the symbol
of Lithuanian independence
from the attack that seems only a
maltter of time.

Larvia saw what was almost
certainly an execution by the
special forces, Robert Mumnieks,
a well known activist in the inde-
pendence movement, was shotin
the back of the head near a mili-
lary base.

Barricades surround the
republic’s parliament and the
Supreme Soviel has called for
the formation of “Special Units
of the Forces of Suate Sell-De-
fence™. It is this measure thar
prompied Gorbachev (o threaten
the introduction of presidential
rule for Latvia.

Perversely, Gorbachev has
used the promise of controlling
the special forces to coerce the
republican governments to
accept presidential rule. Either
they give up what independence
they currently have, or else he
will let the black berer forces
continue their bloody campaign.

These special forces are di-
rectly responsible to the newly
appointed Interior Minister,
Bons Pugo, who just happens 1o
be the previous head of the KGB
in Latvia.

Anxiety has grown (oo about
Gorbachev's creeping authori-
tananism at home.

In the face of press criticism
of the crackdown in Lithuania.
Gorbachev suggested that curbs
on press freedom should be re-
introduced. Although, forced to
retreal on the specific proposal,
il was an ominous sign of the
drift of events.

Gorbachev's clampdown in
the Baltics has however had the
effect of bringing hundreds of
thousands onto the streets again
in protest, for the first time in a
year.

Both the leaders of the Baltic
States and the mass of demon-
strators sec Bonis Yeltsin as pos-
sible altemnative 1o Gorbachev.

In the aftermath of the kill-
ings in Lithuania, Yeltsin was
heavy with the rhetoric—"The
danger of dictatorship.. . has be-
come a reality,” read pan of
Yeltsin's message (o the demon-
stralors

Buil Yelisin has been an am-
biguous supporier of indepen-
dence for the republics al best
and al an emergency meeting of
the Russian parliament Yeltsin
urged caution, and even more
tellingly called for a dialogue
with Moscow. He has consis-
tently advocated maintaning the
“integrity™ of the Soviet Union

Those who at the momenit
look 1o Yellsin as an altemative
to Gorbachev will not find any
consisient lead

Many compansons have
been made between the situation
of 1956 when Russia invaded
Hungary, while Britain and
France were al the same hme

occupied in the Middle East with
a troublesomee Arab nationalist,
Abdul Nasser.

The comparison however i1s
not that Russian leaders use the
distraction of the West's trou-
bles 1o get away with murder but
that then as now, Western lead-
ers didn't lift a finger to help
those struggling against a Rus-
sian dictalor.

Gorbachev has been assured
of continued aid from the United
States and while the black
bereted troops of the Interior
Ministry go about their murder-
ous work in the Baliic Suales,
George Bush's harshest words
are that he 1s “increasingly con-
cermed.”

Nothing epitomises the real-
ily of George Bush's new world
order betier perhaps than the re-
sponse of the finance ministers
of the seven leading indusrial-
ised nations, United States, Bnit-
ain, France, lialy and Canada,
Germany and Japan.

There would not be an out-
right condemnation of the Soviel
Union said a British ofMficial.
Rather, the ministers would put
ofl any decision on whether 1o
INCrease or cul assistance lo
Moscow unlil the next meeling
of finance ministers in May.

—by lan Rintoul

IN GO the tanks In Latvia as Gorbachev sets oul to crush the national movements.

WORLD
WIDE
REVOLT
AGAINST
GULF
WAR

ACROSS THE world
hundreds of thou-
sands of people are
protesting against the
US-led war in the Gulf
—but you wouldn't
know it from the Aus-
tralian media.

W 500,000 marched ir
againstthe US and Israe

Bin I::l"l agesh a half-day |
Strike  against the US
presence in the Gulf and

ine pariopation of 2300
Bangladeshi troops in the
Coalimon torces

B In New Deini ne size of
Ihe anti-US movement has
led police o announce a
30 day ban on
demaonstrations outside US
diplomalic missions
B Anti-US protests have
B0 been banned in
Maorocen alter trade unions
and opooelion paries
called demonsirations

K
& | 3 s E1ieEl

oW a ge
pianned

B Thousands of

gemonstrators have been

jassed by

riieg m the eastemn caty of
Tatvan after police fired
mare than a thousands
roundas lo disperse 10,000
anti-USs demonsiralors
marchned agamnsl tha war in
the capilal Algiers
B Business was tol
slopped in Pakistan by
prolesl sirikes againsl the
war

W Up to two million
Spanish workers look
mdustrial action after tha
US attack. Up to 90
percent ol high school
students and 70 percent of
unrversity students struck a
lew days after the war had
begun

Green debacle in Germany

ONE OF THE bigges!
surprises In the December
German eleclions was the
collapse of the Greens. In the
Wesl, they gol less than 4%
of the vole and were wiped
out; In the Easl, running with
Alllance '90, they managed
5.9%, which glves Lhe
coalition eighl seats.

The main reason for the
Greens’ poor performance
was their demonstraled
flailure to live up 1o their
promises. In recenl years,
they have enlered governing
coalitions with the SPD in a
number of siaies,
conslsiently disappolnting
their voling base.

In order lo maintain thelr
agreamenits with Ltha SPD,
they have backiracked on
their radical policies,
abandoning their
commitment to fight for the
abolition ol nuclear power
stalions and joining the
SPD's atiacks on squatiers
(the housing shoriage Is one
ol Germany's mosl acule
soclal problems).

All the major partles
siressed green Issues, and

with little to distinguish the
Greens from the SPD, many
German volers who wanled lo
gel rid ol Kohl opted to vole
for the SPD.

A turther, though minor,
factor was that the Greens
were even more hostile to
reunification than the SPD.

It Is possible thal the
Greens will see s revival in
their lortunes, however,
because they are the only
malnstream party which is
sirongly opposing the Gull
War.

ANTI-WAR

Antl-war senliment in
Germany is enormously
strong, wilth some polls
showing as many as B0%
opposed. There have been
huge demonsiralions in all
the major cities and round the
clock protests at US military
bases. There have been shori
sirikes al the Opel and
Volkswagen planis and many
olher smaller faclories
around the country.

Although the SPD, unlike

other European soclal
democralic parties, voled
againsi the war they now
suppori a US viclory. They
are therefore playing no role
in the antl-war movemenl.
The movemenl ilsalf is

polarised. The dominant
union leaderships have a
conservalive, pacilist
pasition. The Greens are
attempling to give il a mora
left-wing, anti-US direction,
arguing that Bush is lhe
aggressor and calling on
troops lo deserl. For the
momenl, this is 8 minority
position, bul it appeals 1o the
radicalised young people
who are flocking inlo the
movemenl. The lormer East
German Stalinisis of the PDS
are also altempling to relale
to the anti-war mood. PDS
leader Gregor Gysl was the
only one lo strongly allack
Kohl as the “Chancellor of
War” in the German
parliament.

The combination of the
election resulls and the
polarisation within the
antl-war movemenl may lead
lo a realignment of forces.

The reaction ol the right-wing
Greens, the Aealos, to the
election deleal was (o blame
the radicals and move further
lo the right in a quesl for
malnsiream respeclability.
There is now some lalk of a
split which may see the
radicals lorm a new parly
with the PDS.

Whila German
revolutionaries have o work
wilh the more lefi-wing lorces
in the movement, lhey also
have to argue Lhat neither the
Greens nor the PDS (nor a
combination of the two) offer
a road forward.

The Greens have already
demonsiraled In practice the
bankruplcy of working
“within the system”; and the
“relormed” Stalinists of the
PDS, whose policies are now
virlually indistinguishable
from the SPD's, are nol lo be
trusted.

The growih ol the antl-war
movemen! and working class
aclion againsl the war means
there are opportunities 1o
build a revolutionary
alternative.

—by Tess Lee Ack
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HOT at all. The war was started
Dy ™ne worid's mos! agppressive

power, Lhe US.

When America invaded
Panama to keep control of the
! Panama Canal, the United
| Nations did nothing. Bob Hawke
. applauded I
Australla and the US supported
. the Indonesian invasion of East
- Timor. The UN did nothing to

| stop the genocide of the

" What about South Africa’s
repeated Invasions of Angola
and Mozambique, and its illegal
occupation of Namibla? What
about America’s invasion of
Grenada and its bombing of
Libya?

Bush says aggression should
not be rewarded. Yet in 1980,
stung by the loss of their ally the
Ehll'h the US encou
Saddam to invade Iran. His
aggression was rewarded with
huge economic and military aid
and a US fleet was sent to the
Gulf to prevent an Iranian victory.

And the most aggressive state
in the Middle East Is not Iraq, but

Israel. lis very founding was an
act of aggression as 750,000
Palestinlans were driven from
their homeland. For that, Israel
was rewarded with haif of
America's foreign ald.

The real and most Im
aggression in the Middle East

loday Is the US led invasion of
the Gulf.

THE real danger is f we appease
George Bush.

The comparison continually
drawn by Bob Hawke Is Munich,
| 1938, when Britain's Neville

Chamberlain accepted the
annexallon of Czechoslovakia by
Hitler. Il Is argued that this
appeasement “encouraged”
Hitler to invade Poland, and
L'Um led to the Second World

ar.

The war itself was caused by
the clash of rival Imperialists—an
expanding Germany pushing Its
| way Into countries like Poland,
which were dominated by Britain
and France. l was a war to see
which group of imperialist thugs
would dominate the wor/d.

That Is not at issue here. There
Is absolutely no sense in which

Iraq Is threatening to take over
the world. It has a population the
size of Australia's, and an
economy smaller and less
Industrialised,

How many bases does
Saddam have in the Pacific?

How many spy satellites or
ICBMs? How many of the world's
top 100 banks or multinationals
are based in Iraq?

No matter what victories
Saddam Hussein is “allowed”, he
has no hope of building a new
imperialistempire.

Compare Iraq with Germany In
1938 when it was one of the
world's superpowers—the
strongest power in Europe.

Today ranged against Iraq are
the world’s great imperialists.
That why we call for the US to
get out of the GuH.

HOW the US treated its prisaners in
Vietram

SOCIALISTS do not support
Saddam's Invasion of Kuwalt.

But Saddam’s Invasion of
Kuwait is no longer the Issue.
The Issue is the West's attempt
to strengthen its grip on the
world's oll resources at the
expense of ordinary Arab people
who live in the reglon.

To guarantee his control, Bush
wanls lo crush an upstart regime

that challenged him in the reglon.

We may not like Saddam's
domination of Kuwait—indeed

we despise his domination of
Iragq—but If the US was to
reinstate its domination, through
the disgusting al-Sabah family,
this would be a massive step
backwards,

To condemn Saddam's
invasion, to demonstrate against
the Iraqi consulate as some have
proposed, would be to endorse
almost all George Bush's
arguments—that Iraq's Invasion
Is the central issue, that Iraqg, not
US imperialism, is the main
problem in the region.

OIL—modern capitalism’s most
strategic commodity.

Stung by the size and power of
the protest movement, Bob
Hawke proved our point In the
parliamentary debate.

Let me nail that easy but
mindless catch-cry—"No
blood for oil”—as though
we could somehow wish
away the strategic, the
utterly vital nature of oil to
our daily lives.

US State Department officlal,
Robert Kimmett sald the US
Invasion was to secure the “free,
uninterrupted flow of oll from the
Gult”. The US magazine
Business Week applauded
saying “0ll Is worth fighting for".

All the rhetoric about
defending the sovereignty and
ending the pillage of Kuwalt Is
sheer hypocrisy. This Is a war
about oll profits.

8 e

BUSH's New World Order Is not
the paradise of peace and
prosperity he promoles.

The end of the Cold War has
not led lo the end of superpower
confrontation, but a whole new,
dangerous system of rivairy.

The US is a declining power.
Drained by decades of high arms
Spending, Its Industries are
tailing In the competitive race
against Germany, Japan and
other advanced countries.

The US Is faced with recession
and declining economic
strength. In this context, Henry
Kissinger, in an article published
In August, 1990, made It clear
that the best hope for US
imperialism lay In using the one
great advantage It still had—its
absolute military power—to

o,

shore up Ill,'ﬁrlﬂ supremacy.
That's theeason that the US
Is constantlyreaching for its
guns. If it wins easily in the Gulf,
then the USnling class will be
far more caf
militarily #Sewhere in the region,
In Centraland Latin America and
anywhere else it chooses,

WHEN Iraq finally landed a few
Scud misslles on Tel Aviv, the
press wen! positively hysterical
at the Idea of Iraq attacking a
country that supposedly “Isn't
involved” Inthe UN war.

What Incredible hypocrisy. A
few houses were destroyed In
Tel Aviv butlsrael had just
finished demolishing 150
Palestinlanhouses in retaliation
for protestson the West Bank.

Israel has gone to war with all
its neighbours. In 1967 It selzed
Gaza and the West Bank. In 1982
it invaded Lebanon and
organised the massacre of
thousands of helpless
Palestinlenretugees.

For all I8 forty years, Israel
has been the US watchdog In the
Middle East, one of the most
militarized socleties In the world
guaranteeing Western plunder of
Arab oll. The Israe|| paper,
Ha'aretz, Spelled It out In 1951:

Israel 8 to become the
watchdog,. If for any reasons
the western powers should
somelimes preter to close their
eyes, IMel could be relied
upon 10 punish one or several
neighbouring states whose
discourlesy to the west went
beyond the bounds of the

permissible,

For a st we have to be careful
not to 8Ulomatically accept what
the medld 8ays— 4| their reports
are censofed by the US miiitary.
Iraq’s cl8'm that the spiil Is the
result of US bombing may prove
to be true.

The West's hysieria is pure
hypocrisY: Who turned whole
sections 9 Vietnam and
Cambodiaintg a wasteland?
Who nukéd Hiroshima? Who has
spent WO Weeks destroying
Iraq's €88, kjjjing thousands?

If Sadd8m hag ordered the
spilling 1 0ll, we would not
defend tN8l—just as we did not

defend the taking of hostages.
Such acts do nothing to bulld
opposition to US imperialism.
But we do nol join the clll'llqlzrun
rites: if Iraq Is spilling
g}lrﬁﬁn response lo one of the
most brutal bombing campalgns

in history.

THE media is beserk with tales of
Iraq| “terrorism”, Muanwt]_lle they
nore the routine “terror of
weeks of continuous bombing of
hdad, Basra and Mosul with
tens of thousands killed; they
ore the routine terror of Israel
as It continues to kill
p,ugtinlnna. forcing them to
stay indoors 24 hours a day.
The papers tell us Australia Is

a target for Iragl lerrorism—
of which has actually
i ned—while thousands of
Muslim women are beling
{errorised every day on the
gtreats by young louts who

&
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swallow media lies about Arabs.

The world will be a much more
terrible and terrorised place if the
US wins this war.

The press Is beating up the
plight of US and allied pilots to
justify continuing the war into
Iraq. But who are the real war
criminals here7—the Iraq regime
which mistreats a few pllots or
these heroes who have been
dropping 2,000 pound bombs on
the people of Baghdad.

Besides, the US hardly has the
best record when It comes to
POW's. In Vietnam they held
enemy prisoners in “tiger
cages”, tortured thousands and
routinely threw Vietnamese
prisoners out of helicopters.

THE UN is part of the problem In
this war—not pari of the
solution. After all, the decision to
go to war was made by the
Security Counclil of the UN—the
us, the USSR, Britain, France
and China.

These are the invaders and
occuplers of Panama, Yietnam,
Lithuania and Northern Ireland,
the butchers of Tienanmen
Square and the countries which
carved up the Middle East in the

e gy

i R R
s

International Socialist Organisation

- :
5, L i 5
LR L]

first place.
The UN has gone along with
every US proposal on the Gulf.
The UN began with defending
Saudi Arabia, then It said it
wanted to “liberate” Kuwail.
Even the Secretary General of
the United Nations, Javier Perez
de Cueliar, has openly said that
the war against Iraq Is no longer
about enforcing the UN
resolutions, but about
destroying the Iragi regime.
Calling for negotiations
undercuts our central argument:
that the US is the main problem,
that they must get out of the Gulf.

THERE Is a huge pool of anger
about the war and anti-war
demos have been enormous. We
need to keep them going.

Workplace groups against the
war should be formed—even two
or three people meeling together
at your workplace can make a
ditference in convincing others
io get involved.

Groups like this can then be
used to push our unions into
opposition to the war.

Can we gel the US out of the
Guli?—yes, If we organise and
fight now against our rulers’
determination to shed blood.

For more Information about the ISO ring Melbourne 629 3148, S)'dn:w 261 4862
or Brisbane 229 8832—or write to GPO Box 1473N, Melbourne, 300
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Is there an alternative to St.:? linism?

HE MURDEROUS Im-

perialist war in the Gult

has demolished the
myth of & post-Cold War era of
peace and prosperity.

Al the sarme time, Paul Keatng 1s
dragging us into “the recession we
had 1o have

There has never been a grealer
need for a vision which enables of-
dinary working people 10 fight for a
bafner world

The ragedy is that sixty years of
Statinism have succesded in dis-
crediting the ideas ol Marnusm
which alone offer such a vision of
human freedom

Socialism has come lo be seen
as a system in which industry IS
nationalised and run by a bunch o
dull, grey bureaucrats—a system in
which an all-powarlul stale
dominates the lives ol ordinary
peopile :

This poputar view of socialism is
a huge asset for the ruling classes
of the West it enablas them (o
present their violen!, 0ecaying Sys-
tem as the best on olfer

Yet the truth is that Stalinism is
not Marxism, but its opposite. In-
dead. the opposition to Stalinism
began amongst the Bolsheviks of
Russia—supporters of Lenin and
Trolsky

For decades. these genuine
Marxists were remendously 1So-
iated as the mass of workers looked
gither to Labor or the Stalinist parties
for direction. Now all that has

changed Stalirusm has collapsed
and Labor is desply unpopular after

mmrmﬂm war in the
Gulf is throwing up thousands of
young people who are searching for
an alternative 1o the brutalities of this

a decade cutting wages and wel-

ﬁﬂ_mﬂl the working
_ i.if*il the ceniral
morally superior io other people, bt
because thewr location al the centre
of capitalist production grves them
1he unigue ability 10 organise collec-
tively 1o overthrow it.

Marx argued that human history
had been dominaled by a struggle
between classes—one o! which
took control of the wealth and used
it 1o exploil the others.

But people at the bottom atways
dreamed of a world without oppres-
sion or exploitation, a world of
freedom and plenty.

Most of these ulopias were in
fieaven. Bul once capitalism
developed it became possible to
turn lhe:m dreams inlo reality.

Capitalism completely changed
the economic and social environ-
ment It brought men and women
together to Co-operale with one
m‘l‘he in production

weallh which was produced
under the new system was so enor-
maus thal there could be enough to
9o around. For the firs! tme it was
possible for people to imagine a
society where everyone could five in
relative equality.
: l'lnti_l?ernwam already cooperal-
ing 1o produce, why should they not
mmﬂmmmmm decide

1@l the . and how t was
distributed?

it followed that in socialist
society, there would be no need for
anyons lo fight anyone else. There
would be more than enough for
everyone, and it would be dis-
tributed not on the basis of who had
the strongest army but on the basis
of who needed it
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The real
arxist tradition

by an overgrowin of idecliocgy, that
humanity must first of all eat and
drink, have sheller and clothing,
before it can pursue politics,
acience, religion and an; and that
therefore the production of the im-
mediale material means of ile and
consequently the degree ol
economic development. . form the
toundation upon which the forms of
povermment, the legal conceplions,
the an and even the religious ideas

ol the people concerned have been
evolved.

NGELS' comment ex-

plodes the myth that

Marxism has nothing to
sayaboutwomen's oppression,
the environment, personal life,
culture and so on.

By starting from the economic
foundations of society, onty Manxism
is able to explain the rich ictality of
human existence and offer a
st:a;egy tor full human liberation

enin took the argument a ste

further, pointing out the potential fcﬁ
change i all the grievances of the
oppressed were linked wilh the
struggle ol the working class. In
What is to be done?he argued that
revolutionaries had to be “tribunes
ol the people”, championing the in-
lerests of all the oppressed. poinling
1o the common source of their op-
PreEssion in the existing capitalist
system

Bul how could sociely be
changed? Exploiters who amassed
their power and wealth by robbing
workers were nol sentimental or
namby-pamby about it. They would
hold on 1o their weaith and power, if
mr@d 1o, by lorce. ltwas upto the
exploiled class—the working class
jﬁio seize the means ol producton
in a revolution

The (usi pre-condition for

sociahsm was that the weallh of
sociely be taken over by the
workers

ARX faced up square-

ly 1o an argument

which Is common
enough 150 years later.

How, he was asked, can you ex-
pect the workers 1o change society?
Are they not the most damaged vic-
tims of class rule? Are they not
religious, racist, nationalist. sexist
and violent?

Marx knew thal there were.
among the workers, people of out-
standing courage and self-sacrifice
and thal workers' atiitudes could
quickly change when they look part
in collective struggle such as a
sirike

But hé also realised that an ex-
ploiting society corrupls everyone in
il the exploiled as well as the ex-
ploilers. Not lo put too line a point on
il, capilalisl society coverad Bvery:
thing in shil. And thal was the besl
argument ol all lor a workers' revolu
hion. He wrole

This revolution is neécessary nol only

because the ruling class cannot ba

oveérthrown in any other way., bul
also because the class overturning

il can only in a revolution succeed

in nadng itsell of all the muck of

ages and become filed to found

SOCiety anew

This Is a totally counterposed
view 1o all shades of reformism
Stalinism and  third world
nalionalism which look to small

|
|
|
|
|
|

the real world
“The theoretical conclusions of
the Communists,” ha wrole in the
Communis! Manifesto.
are n no way based on ideas or
principles that have been invented
or discovered, by this or thal would-
De universal relormer. They merely
Express, in general lerms, action
retations springing from an Bxisting
class struggle, from an historical
MOvement going on under our very
EYES
Thus Marx's economics
revealed how everyday exploilation
Is hidden. They explained the
dynamics of the system, the direc-
tion of s change over time and the

contradictions that lead it into morg |

and more profound crises

Marx was not just an economist
or theorisl. He began the task ol
ouliining how revolutionaries could

| most EI.JC'LL'E'I.fu'rl,* wage the class
| slruggle

El'ITE’S 'deh‘-_"'”'l-t::f ThF_;_*"’ E-E- F‘__.arh‘:_”ﬂ,_".n_ |

lanans, guermrilla bands, “agreal’
leaders or Stalinised commun st
parties 1o act on behall of tha mas-
&E5

Far from invenling impossible

| Wopias, Marx rooled his theories in

| rlf'.-.T e, In M 1Yy 1'1_-_':_-_1 len sl

Bul it was Lenin who raised
Eh-}l:'al-‘:r=;Irars;-.5:1-,a:.:J;!.'f.h-r:;uh..,-;}[l'-g;-rn
Contrary to the popular mryth, Lenin
was neither a dictator nor a tyran!
but one who =et ot to clarity lhe
road forward While tyrants rely on
guns, Lernin's chiel weapon Wwas (ha
poiilical newspaper and his party
was alive with debale and di: Cus

Marxism is
ine theories, strategis
SONns learned ri1_-5:—’l ine w
siruggle lor emancipation

INus the sum lotal ol
S dndtna i

':!"-i'll'.

N DOZENS of revolutions,
upheavals and mass
sirikes, we have had &

| glimpse of this potential far

self-emancipation.
InSpain in 1938 the Workears ran
Barcelona. Crime disar peared and

women lell sale on the sireels (or the

AEVOLUTION In Parls, May 1968:
students linked up wilth workers in
a struggle that shook the
foundations of capitalist soclety.

lake up the sir

OAan 1N has -Ii.'-.i

workers look over the factories and
workplaces of France, demanding
an end to capitalist alienation, In
Poland, the rise of Solidarmosc saw
workers taking ¢onlrol, In some
casas running their local city, open-
ing up the media and closing down
d.:—w: polluting laclornes

But there has beén no paini
higher in the struggle for sacialism
than the Russian revolution of 1917
The revolution ended the carnage of
the First World War—al firsl on the
Eastern front where millions of Rus-
sian peasants and German WOrkers
had been sacrificed lo the imperal
demands of their rulers

For a short period, workers' com-
mitlees ran the factories and
workers' councils ran the govern-
menl. The peasanis threw oul the
landlords and aristocrals and
saized the land

The persecution ol religious
sects and Jews was ended. Even
today, no “advanced democracy
has equalled the revolulions
achievemen!s in women's liberabon
as it introduced the automalic right
to divorce, aborlion, child care,
communal eating facilities that lifted
tha burden of cooking from women,
and ended the perseculion of gay
men and lesbians.

How, then, could such a liberal-
ing vision have been lurned inlo the
horrors of the Gulag?

It wasn'l Leninism—the popular
scapegoal—but the failure ol the in-
lernational revolutionary upheaval
that followed Russiain 1919-23. The
isoclation of the revolution in a
country devastated by war, cral war,
imperialist invasion and famine
opened the way lor the buréaucrals
to assert control

They weren't interested in "non-
sense” such as world revolution;
they were silting on top of Russian
society and they wanted 1o make il
work N Their own intereste. Thai
meant defending their palch agains!
Weslern imperialism, which in turn
meant driving forward the develop-
ment of heavy industry. Thus military
compelition with world capitalism
provided the dynamic 1o the Rus-
slan economy which was Irans-
formed into a bureaucratic, state-
controlled lorm of capitalism

Far from being *Marxists®, the
Stalinists had to systematically cor-
rupt and deny many of the central
lenets of Marxism. Socialism was
defined as slate control of industry,

| rather than workers' control of the

stale. Rathar than d{-p:;-ndmg onan
internatbional FIE:"..'I}!uTr{‘u"pI Sfahn ar-
gued thal socialism could be buill in
one couniry—ignoring the com-
plelely interconnected nature of the
world economy

F;:-rarll"l;.-i_rﬂ [0 L‘jr_T-.,_.'E!_'.:jpr._»i_'j as the
Ideology of the new, stale-capitalis|
ruling class

ODAY, we can argue for
these ideas only be-
cause In decades past
there were people willing to
stand up and be counted, to
defend the 1tradition of
sociallsm from below in the face
of horrific abuse and Isolation.
loday, as popular anger at the

14 |

war 20pSs, wo will have the op-

nity lo connect Lenin

B R -
> IJ"'-.I|'| =] =1

) a real movemeanl

s Uf ISIruct 1 "normal’
Kings of the system
But while ws can draw on tha
lachievemenis ol generations ol
Jical social in the and thera is
nNo s8UDslilule lor tha sKill. the intel

Hgence and |

0 Dl

né commitment ol
|-_||1_1. i"'llll I"ii-‘-i“-"--] rfl
ggte agamsi n-;w_,»;,._t_.

1em and [he ideas that justfy it

Aclive commitmen! 10 Ihée sirug-
y |oning a revolubonary or-
yS bean al tha
al Marxisl tradition

The elitist logic of

monkeywrenching

SURROUNDED on an
environmentalist bookstall by
coffee table books about
rainforesis and how o make
your own soap, Ecodelense: a
Field Guide lo
Mankeywrenching (2nd Edition)
looked pretty radical.

It's a book thal calls for
sabolage and destruction 1o
prevent any turther pillags of the
environmen! “belore its (oo lals”,

Produced by members ol
Earth Firsll, an American
ecological group whose slogan
is “No compromise in the
delence ol Mother Earth®, it
takes for granted that neither
the US government nor “the
industrial megamachine®™ cannot
be trusted 1o act in the intarest
ol the environmeant.

Unforiunately, they don't
baliave ordinary people ever will
gither.

ARGUMENT

The usual right wing
argument, that violent acts by
“extremisis” give the
government a propaganda
advantage, doasn’l rala here.

For Earth First, the mass of
the population are hopelessly
bound o the sysiem anyway.
The task of saving the
envircnment has o ba lefi to
tiny groups of dedicaled,
anonymous “eCoOWaImors.,

The book goes into enormous
detail about the technigues
ecowarriors have acquired. The
simplicity of "tree spiking”, once
a matter of sinking a lew long
nails into trees to prevent
loggers using chainsaws on
them has apparently fallen
victim to the supenor resources
ol tha the stale, in the shape ol
the US Forest Service.

The ropkia tree spikar is now

advised to make ceramic or
quartz spikes and to put them In

lello Biafra

IT IS NOT OFTEN that this
Faper reviews Punk records, but
with the release of “The Last
Scream of-tha Missing
Neighbors® by Jello Biafra with
American punk group D.OA
there’s a chance to remedy thal.

Blafra is best known as the
tormer laad singer of the Dead
Kennedys. In the mid-1980s he
was tned for obscenity after a
campaign by the Moral Majority.

This record (as with the Dead
Kennedys) shows a different
side to America—a sociaty
divided between rich and poor,
black and white; whera kids tum
to drugs in despair, or join the
army to escape the poverty of
the ghettos. But also a soclety
where it is possible to fight back

For Bialra the enemy is the
rufing class; the multi-nationals,
tha govemment and religious
power groups who are eating
away al civil rights, tha right to
strike and incraasing police
powers lo crush dissenl

They using tha “Drug Problem®
as a smoke screen 1o attack
blacks and the poor; the military
gets all the monay it needs while
children go hungary. And
because they control the media,
thay can cover this stench with
sweel smelling hes

There are however problems
with Bialra's politics. Because of
his ibaralism he suppors the
right of groups like the Kiu Kiux
Klan lo have their radio station,
saying thal aven racists have
demaocratic rights

Ha is palriotic, seeaing tha rght
wing as deslroying tha “trua
Amarica®, and his criticism of the
power structure comeés across
As a conspiracy theory

Movertheless, the album IS an
axcellent critique of whal Biafra
calls “the dark shattered
underbally of thae Amencan
dream”

-by Jamie Byrme

hand drilled holes above head
height, taking care to glue bark
over the spikes and hide the
wood shavings.
Materials are best bought
under assumed names.
Back-packer disguises and
ex-US Army night vision
equipment are recommended—
and lo be really effective,
thousands of trees may have to
be spiked.
The polential injury 10 workers
from this sort of sabotage s
addressed often in Ecodefense. | AT A TIME when Tim Anderson
Trea spikes are to be placed is languishing in jall in Australia
above head height so the actual | as a result of a frame up, Paul
chainsaw wielder won'l be Foot's new book, Who Framed
injured Cotin Wallace? is a timely
Brakes on earth moving reminder that it doesn't just
equipment mus! never ba happen here.
touched, aircraft must be This is a gripping account of a
lampered with so obvigusly that | very British frame-up, involving
there is no risk of anyone flying | the secrel services and the army
in them. ..so innocent people Unfike Tim Anderson, Colin
don't get hur. Wallace was not a political
This is just hypocrisy. activist bufon the contrary, a
Throughou! the book there is a loyal servant ol the Britsh state,
real contempt for people. indeed a Public Relations officer
The majority of the population, | for the Army in Northem Ireland
who don't get involved in This involved putting out
ecodelence, ara “blobs™. Trall misinformation. Wallace was
bike niders and off-road drivers | happy lo discredit the so-called
are “scum”, “dildoheads” and men of violence of the IRA and
the ultra-right UDA, but

“slavering morons”.

The ecodelence magazine increasingly he began to see
Earth First! from which the that these were nol the only
information in this book is | largets.
culled, supports remaval of i
humanity from huge areas of the
US, and in its letters page
people memily lalk about how |
nice it would be if most of
humanity was wiped out.

Earth First! have no intention

—

The backdrop for this cass is
unrest and revoil, not just by the

of joining in any mass struggle Cathofics in Ulsler but by the

against the ruling class, even i | Workers in Britain. In 1974 a

that class is responsible for the | Labour government was elected

destruction of the environment. | &nd F:g eslablishment were very
worried.

“Monkeywrenching is nol
Revolutionary,” the authors They were concemed that the
declare. “It does nol aim to Labour Party could nol be refied
overthrow any social, political or | N 10 discipline the workers, nor
edrddbinn bol! S ommecdY / to take a hard stand on the IRA.

Republicans monkeywrench™, A section of the secrel senvice
And in the chapter on talked seriously about a coup to
gel nd ol Harold Wilson's new

“Security” i's suggested that "il
i Labour govemment.

you are engaged in senous
monkeywrenching, avoid oven Colin Wallace saw them
| attempt to smear these

i

political activism, raliies, ,

demonstrations and the fike™. | poiticians by manufacturing sex
| or financial scandals. The code

Doesn't that say it ali?
—by Gerard More! | name for this operation was

“Clockwork Orange”

He alsg saw something else.
Ha received information that
stafl in a boy's home were
saxyally assayulting the inmates
He passed this on and nothing
happened. it became obwvious
that these men were boing
protected.

it was later revealed that ona
of them, Willam Mograth, was
an informant. Ha was a member
ol a Loyalst paramilitary group
and had been working for MI5
since the 50s

What comes through clearly in

fra me_ u p Vike Waterman

COLIN WALLACE: the man who knew ioo much

this book is Wallaca's
indignation when justice is not
beng done. For us coynics it is
slarikng to see the effect on
pacpla who have spent ther
whole lives accepting the es

about the justice system.

When he Ines o point out that
the secre! senice should nol be

Smeanng mnocenl polbcians
and that =ex oHenders should
be stopped, the frame-up
begins

He is moved from Northem
Ireland to Britain, and then
sacked from the army for

A very British

By

leaking a document o a
journalist (a regutar par of his
job)

Wallace fights to clear his
namea. Ha has to ba shut up or
a1 leasl totally discrediled. The
husband ol a colleague of dies
Wallace is framed for murder

As the case unfolds it
becomes obvious o the reader
was a meficulously
planned murder and cover-up
irvolving access o official
informaton

Wallace is convicled ol
mansliaughter, and sarves 6
YEdrs in prson
reased he
continued his | .._'i.",f_

5 case. He lound

thial thes

Wisam o
VY rEen e

T T:|":_'-' o

af 2! 1 tr‘ | 3
50 D or their slo

= Ookg Y oOreer TV who
prepared a documentary and
then gropped i al the last
minute. Another BBC
programme spoke 1o Wallace
but on thea instructions of the

B I
e

r General never showed
tha Filmm
The cover-up continued. In the
six years o January 1920 four
Junior Minisiers, a secretary of
stala and Thatcher all denied in
parkamen! the existencea ol
“Clockwork Orange” and the
nature of Colin Wallace's job
Finally in September iast year
he was paxd 30,000 pounds
cormpeansation for unfalr
dismizsal 15 yaars belore.

However tha {ruth about the
trarme-up ol Colin Wallace has
not been admitied. To do that

would show up the true natura
of the establishment. That is
eéxactly what this book does 50
-.a.-{._.-'l

The ‘dinosaur’ that refuses to die

THE MEDIA and a plethora of
academic commentators have
highlighted declining union
membership to “prove” that
the working class Is
disappearing and that unions
are anachronlistic In today's
“post-industrial™ soclety.

However even a cursory
examination of the latest
Australian Bureau of
Statistics figures for union
membership reveals that
these arguments are
nonsenso.

While union coverage did
decline significantly for much
ol the BOs, It has tended to
siabllise over the lasl fwo
yoars al 40.5% of the labour
force, which by international
standards Is still quite high.

Furthermore the number of
unionists has actually
increased slightly—from
2,567,600 in 1882 1o 2,659,600
in 1890,

This Is not to deny thal the
decline In the rate of
unionisation is a serious
problem. Bul after eigh! years
of union officials policing the
wage cutting policies of the
Hawke government itls a
wonder thal things are nol
even worsal

Unlon membership was
knocked about badly by the
recession of 198283 which
dispropartionately hit batter
organised areas such as
manufacturing and mining.

In the recovery a large
proportion of the new jobs
were created in traditionally
less well organised areas like
the wholesale and retail trade,
and finance, property and
business services. This was
compounded by the relative
rundown of the heavily
unlonised public seclor.

The union bureaucracy,
bound as they were to the
Accord, were slow to
organise the growth areas of
the economy.

Even worse, In one key
growth area, finance, property
and business services, the
right wing officials of unions
like the Clerks, the Bank and
Insurance workers, allowed
membership numbers to
drop. Only over the last two
years has unlon coverage in
this sactor edged back
upwards to 29% down from
42% In 1982,

One reason advanced for
declining membership is the
“irrelevance” of unions to the
growing number of women
and young people in the
workforce.

However, women are
nowhere near as poorly
organised as |s widely
porirayed—35% of women are
now unionised compared lo
45% of men. And even these
figures are misleading, for
when we look at fulltime
workers the gap

narmows—40% lor women
compared to 47% for men.

The number ol women
unionists actually rose from
B61,000 in 1982 to 976,000 in
1890, while the number of
male unlonists declined
23,000.

Mick Armstrong
demolishes some
myths
about union
organisation

In some areas women are
beter unionised than
men—30% of women
salespeople and personal
service workers compared lo
18% of men, while among
professionals 50% of women
are unionised compared to
37% of men. Women part-
timers are 26% unlonised
compared lo 21.5% of men.

Furthermore, desplite the
failure ol union officials 1o
seriously fight for equal pay,
for better child care facilities

and to Involve women In the
day-to-day life of the union, It
still definitely pays to belong.
Unionised female full-time
employees had median

weekly eamings of $426
compared to 3354 for
non-unionists, while for
pari-timers the gap was even
grealer.

Another Issue played up in
the press [s the low
membership ol young peopla
(25% of workers aged 15-108).

While at times officials

almosl seem (o go oul of thelr

way fo prevent young people
getting involved, this is nol
new.

Even In 1982 only 31% of
15-19 year olds were
unionisad.

One reason il is harder for
young people to join is the
much higher percentage of
them in part-time jobs (41% of
thosa aged 1518 compared
to only 16% of those aged
25-34).

Definitely there is no
evidence thal young workers
are Inherently anti-union; the
proportion of young
part-timers unionised is not
significantly lower than older
part-limers.

Nor are pari-timers
themselves impossible to

organise, as can be seen from
the fact that 46% of
part-timers in workplaces of
over 100 are unionised and
34% of those In workplaces of
20-99.
However in tiny workplaces
of less than 10, which employ
485,300 part-timers, union

coverage is a dismal 9%.

In the declsive sactor ol the
economy, larger workplaces
of 100 or more thal employ
glmos! a third of the
workforce, 60.2% of all
tulitime workers are
unionised while for
workplaces of 20-99, it s
49.2%.

In powerful sections like
electricity, gas and water,
union density has actually
risen slightly from from 78%
in 1882 to 78.4%. In
communications It Is still 76%
while In transport and slorage
it Is 58% despite a serlous
14% decline.

in mining, where the
workforce has declined by
14%, unionisalion has only
fallen one percent to 63%,
and the massively Increased
productivity of the remaining
workers gives them
enormous power.

This explains why even with
the ng recession the
decisiva sections ol the rullng
class fear outright
confronlation. °

The underlying strength of
unlon coverage shows there
Is a strong base from which
the movement can go lorward
and challenge the bosses—Iif
it revives ita fighting
spirit—but thal means
confranting the class
collaborationist politics of the
Accord.
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the clear maanng that tha
writer intendad. Arfistic
production can { control the
meanings produced from A in
the same way.’

What she says |5 comedt in
this important sense: fl acls as
a caution 1o the typical cuftural
reviews in The Socals!

In the same ssue a5
Marxism and Cufture, is Rob

writes, Jack makes ant which
unlike philosophy, can change
tha world. Even the review by
Diane Fields which Farrier
cites positively, criticises The
Cook, tha Thia! &tclor nol
porraying the means of encing
the social evils it deals with
Dne of 1ISO's trumpcards is
its ability {0 rescusg
revolutionary Marxism from
pasl errors, especially from

By Ton y
cap talsm WOIK AN I'—'rH."','
Presenls his DAas
$1 50 posiage

Israel, tl_iﬂ I-'Ii.lack Stale

BOOKMARKS

Class struggle and Women's Liberation
by Tony C 11 Looks al tha long strugagie for worman s hberahon

trom (o the present. $12 00 plus %1 50 postage
State Capitalism in Russia
Ciift. - Fall I;«.w-d'-c:’-r: analygis ol how the laws of
a $14 .00 plus .50 postage

The revolutionary Ideas of Karl Marx
- ideas in a straightforward way £10.00 phus

Our challenge

is tO grow

LS Socialist #245) says thal as ~Carin
Con'ht}dld 10ONS and ferature har .; p.}E? :;t‘:[:;n‘lnr;hj; -:-E*rélg; 'rjcir:t;l;een e S
s ¥ { oan ch Qives talintism. Yat the similan
Mr CUH-Ur-e ﬁﬁ-{__'l.:ts- ditferent trom Thl:!:_’r'El ola Jack's love songs on tha between the reviews in T:ia Israel’s history is based on the dispossession and © : =
AROLE FEHF"'EHS sifticle &ﬁf;rtﬁlgﬁ! !I‘Fﬁﬂiht'r Thea I;I'E',-‘L.'I"Mi:'a that other songs seem Cociaks and those in old-style of the Paleslin:ans €9 '""i ol o & ril-r]-lﬁ:-ru-] ang oppIasson B Ph & THE WA
. int of (he lafter”, she says to clearly express coma good Stal re T TO get your book .h‘ Sl el A R 'l G iFfi Rin the G
Marism 8 T T | : R W talinis! papers is stnkin y s by mall, send your order plus ch : I rlff @ Gulf
nd Culture (The  Tis for reagers to draw from it political ideas. Hence, he Allan Gardiner, 5,-_:253”,_, Fﬂukmnrhs_ GPO Box 1473N, Melbourne ‘.IDGF;. F'hvm:::;.mll i Y |th5 ::t. led to a profound and mwhawm ;’: seeing is a major
nclude your phone number In case we need lo contacl you. m;;:‘;ﬁ:? rlaplld changein  S‘gnificant minority H::
cal situation | population
Australia and P :
' l H opened up While the headlines .
. . enormous opportu us that 7 are tafling
nities 5% suppori H
EEE Sou []||St ic;; :r?ﬂc[allstn. goﬂ::urmau for .meawka. tha
. BEN yRars SinNca wa've ustralian showed that of the
. m seen such a wave of activ 17% who opposed
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EVERY OPPONENT of the Gulf War
must have been sickened by the
media's coverage.

It has one central purpose—
(0 beat up support for every
atrocity commitied by the US-
led forces in their drive fo con-
trol the Middle East.

The reason for this is simple.

The control of all major media
putlets is in the hands of individ-
uals and organisations that sup-
port this war.

Murdoch's papers, with their
front page stories of “lraq atroc-
ities”, are &n obvious example

Despite Hawke and Ray's
rantings about a “paradise of

prejudice”, the pro-war ABC has
not been a counterbalance 1o
this

Sydney's Telegraph Mir-
ror's “No mercy for vicums of
war® is not about the tens of
thousands of Iragi civilians who

§i=

e slory tums oul o be
about a few caplured US pilots
—ihe very people who are rain-

=

By
Diane Fields

ing death and destruction on the
civilian population of Irag
While much play is made of
the West's commitment 1o Civ-
ilised warfare” via the Geneva
Convention, none of the press
gave more than a paragraph to
the fact thar Israel’s refusal 1o
provide gas masks o Palestin-
ians i the Occupied Temilories
contravenes the Geneva Con-
venlion.

Over the forty vears that Is-
rael has occupied the land of the
Palestinians, it has commitied
every war crime mmaginable—
from mass murder ai the village
e 3 : e g e

tens of thousands in the three
years of the infifada.

SILENCE

While every media outlet
from the ABC 1o the Financial
Review 1o Truth ran exlensive
coverage of the Scud missile at-
tacks on lsrazl, there was a deafl-
ening silence on what Israel’s
current 24 hour curfew i the
Occupied Territonies has meant.

After seven days of house
arrest, durning which Israeh
troops have broken into houses,
beaten, gassed, torured and ar-
rested Palestinians, 145 had
been wounded. 68 amrested and
150 homes destroyed.

A young women was killed
by ten bullets 1o the face and
chest as she sal on a balcony

SUBSCRIBE

10 The Socialist

{ Phone number (for contact)

.. '-i '
B | the International Socialist Organisation
1 i'lml_, like to find out more about the International

[ 1 $10 for a year

Postcode

JOIN

P pciakst Orgenisation. Please conlact me
e J G a0 post ic GPO Bos 147N Meitourme Vo 3001

e

¥

Ir1:|';|

L

feeding her baby

But these unpalatable facts
do not make up pan of the Gull

War coverage—because they
make “our side” look like the
bunch of cut-throats they are.

If treatment of “the encmy
is the issue, why have we heard
<o little ahout the rounding up of
Iragis in Brtain?

Some of the 65 held in
Pentonville Prison are [ragn op-
ponents of Saddam Hussein.
They face death if the Bntish
gm-;:mmf:nl manages (0 refum
them to Irag.

Then there are the hoslages
that we haven't been 1old about.
Britain, the US and Saudi Arabia
are holding thousands of civilian
hostages around military sites in

the Gulf

They are the migrant workers
whio do the real work in Sauds
Arabia. Unlike Wesiern media

comrespondents most of the mi-
grant workers are not issued
with gas masks

rrcdis Tave taken grent Bengy

in explamning in minute detail the
specifications of the weapons of
mass destruction that “we™ have
deployed in the Gull

But efforts 1o oppose this
barbarism are at best tnvialised
and a1 worst nidiculed. Sydney's
Sunday Telegraph on 27 Janu-
ary ran a large photo of a pro-swar
“rally” of 20 people (they said
there were 100) and a shghtly

smaller photo of an anti-war
rally of 10,000 (they said there
were 5.0040),

All of this 1s to bolsier the
line that it 1s night 1o support the
war effon

gutter press” Inthe form ol Truth.

Small wonder thal anti-Arab racism Is increasing.

Press terror promotes racism

GLORIFYING the US-led war etfort is
only half of the media's campaign.
The other side of the coin is lo pres-

ent “the enemy” as sub-human fanat-
lcs.

Ho human compassion is allowed 1o
poliute the coverage of whal happens 1o
the lragis.

But the main form this oflensive has
iaken is an enormous emphasis on sup-
posed lragl lerrorism.

The Financial Review ran a lull page
article on 25 January called “Ausiralia
lakes on lerror threal”. While the bulk of
the ariicle was full of horror stories of
whal might happen, one paragraph men-
lioned thal none of this was very likely at
all.

The lablcids have run the same |ingo-
ism 1o whip up hatred of “the enemy”,
such as their witch-hunting of Arabs who
“mighl” pose a lerrorist threal. The Syd-
ney Sunday Telegraph's reporting of the
arres| of a Lebanese man in Sydney on 26

January highlights this

Despile no evidence that Hamlid

Taoube did anything more than lalk lo an
undercover cop, he has been lried and
convicted on the fronl page ol the Tele-
graph.

The headline says 11 all: “Aussie Arab
planned to hijack jel”. The lacl thal the
slory is a complele beat-up s buried at the
botiom of page Iwo.

Al atime when the authorities are mak-
ing a greal show ol Increasing security at
airporis, navy bases and the like, the
media’'s emphasis on “Arab lemmoriam”™
encourages the real terrorists and thugs
—anti-Muslim and anti-Arab racisls.

In the second inclden! of its kind since
the Gulf crisis began, a petrol bomb was
thrown inlo a Sydney mosqgue in January.
In Melbourne an aclive racisi was arresled
for allacking a Jewish large! lo make I
look like the work of Arab Ausirallans

Arab women have been spal upon,
bealen, and had lighled cigaretle bulls
thrown Inlo their cars since the Gulf crisls
began.

People with Arabic names have begun
1o gel abusive and lthreatening phone
calls. For those unforiunale enough (o

have the surname Hussein, the harass-
ment has been virtually non-siop.

Sanclimonious editorlals decrying
these racist allacks as “un-Australian™
simply won't wash. The atlacks are a log-
ical consequence of thelr hiysterical “ter-
rarlam” campalgn.

Il the media can convince people thal
ordinary Arabs are the real danger, rather
than the US-led war machine, they will
have served thelr purpose wall

ournalists
ainst War

WHILE the media is a weapon In this
war, Journalists can take a stand
against the war.

Journalists in Sydney are starting
a group lo participate actively In the
anti-war movemant.

i you want to be parl of this activ-
ity, contact Martin Mirst on (02)261
486 2.

-
P ————

g e . i = B e

B

il

i s il

o e e e e e e T

B T

Ry —

s ————



