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GEORGE BUSH claims
to be fighting aggres-
sion in the Gulf.

It’s a lie. The issue is oil,

George Bush is prepared to bomb and
burn the cities and suburbs of Iraq to secure
US control over the world's most important
commaodily.

He is planning to send hundreds of thous-
ands of young men and women to face death
and unspeakable injury to make his German
and Japanese rivals even more dependent on
US military might.

But this is nothing new. George Bush
long ago proved his fondness for killing
people to expand US power—first as a sup-
porter of Richard Nixon; later as Ambas-
sudor (o the United Nations and director of
the CIA. It's the reason Reagan chose him
as his running-mate in 1980

Ihf Invasion ol IJ;lF'I.”]'I.'I IO remove Ihﬂ
former CIA agent, General Noriega, saw
working class suburbs 1n Panama city
bombed by the US and 4-7000 civilians bru-
tally murdered

Even more importantly, the hypocritical
against
drug dealer

campaign Noriega as a “dangerous
" legitimised invading other
within the US

today the cynical media campaign is
aimed at anather former US chient whose
brutality was never mentioned in the past

According to Bush, personnel in Amen

COUunires

ca's Kuwail :uh.u\:. Were x_ulﬁr\ﬂ-.u_“\ h"LIHL
“starved’ by

earlier. thi

the Iraqis. Yet a mere 24 hours
Ambassador’'s wile had been
ved on the Today show, saying that
there wis no praoblem and plenty of food
lToday saddam as “the
new Hitler”. But in 1966, the man who ran

South Vietnam for the US was an open ad
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Bush denounces

mitrer of Hitler

George Bush and Margaret Thatcher

have deliberately made demands on Irag’s
Saddam that they know he cannot accept,
because the last thing they want is for Irag to
withdraw unilaterally from Kuwait

A leading nght wing commentator called
this a“nightmare scenario™ for Bush because
il “would Kill the military option™,

Fhe Gull crisis has shown up the hollow
farce of Bush's “new world order” of peace.

I'he end of the Cold War has nol meant
the end of impenalist nvalres, Instead, the
drft towards economic and political erisis in
the East and the West presents us with a far
more unstable and threatening world,
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The system of imperialism remains, bul
the LIS is a decaying impenalism, anmed o
the teeth, lashing out to defend its position.

The Gulf crisis has only just begun
There will be far more savagery before itis,
however temporanly, resolved.

And there will be far more and far worse
crises until we organise to sweep away the
whaole system of competitive, exploitative
capitalism, which continually creates such
barbarities as oil wars, the US military and
s leader, George Bush.

A deleat for the US invasion of the
Gulfl would be an excellent start.

DEMONSTRATE

MELBOURNE

Assemble City Square from 5.00pm on the day

SYDNEY

Protest from 4.00pm onwards on the day at U.S.
Consulate, Cnr Park and Elizabeth Sts, City.

CANBERRA

Go directly to the Lodge to demonstrate on the day.

BRISBANE

Assemble King George Square from 4.30pm

onwards on the aay
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& AUST OUT OF THE GULF! — U.S. & AUST OUT OF

e .

Teach-In
debates
Gulf

FROM TOKYO 1o Paris,
from New York to Sydney,
the message on 20 October
was the same: US out of the
Gulf!

The Intemational Day of Acuon
Was 3 gredl success wilh demon

strations in Sweden, Canada, Eng

From Tokyo to New York,

the message was the same

HE WORLD is closer
now to a major im-
perialist war than it has
been at any time since Viet-
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- PRASTACEE A .
s bty land. laly and Paris where 15,000 issued an appeal to US troops being | ¥ IIAE ; nam.
I ia rl__‘l. H.IN h‘l;!lﬂllitklk‘-“'-r Iﬁ m:.rgh;.l The h'!.l:l.'-l SN WAs In seml 10 the Laall -,LI.-_\_I"|T":\_-!'='|'| oul th 'm!ln"u As [Ty t
Sydney's Bring the Fgmes oo L0 o) e 23,000 protested  fmperialist nature of the invasion e go ta press, the US Sec-

Coalil fon asw chehate on many ol the

cofitentious issues surrounding the

againsl the proposal to send 1roops 1O

the Gull

and shows bow i T“'E_n.'l'=r\.ll:”|' INIEs

ane e _'E|1JIE:._ froem it

retary of State, James Baker, has
begun his tour of the Middle East

the multinational forces” in Saudi

hl:“p; D resnedative. Ali Kioal The most importan! develop PSR ey ll;.!"rhl and Europe to drum up support for  Arabia who were “enforcing a mili-

SRR e fiientontl pesce | wenl B (e Erowih of the anii-war _ vention in the Middie Bast, B aUs strike against Irag, This reflects  '3ry and economic seige on
2 o e : servermenl in the belly of the meaon ssed Ine Ca or 2 clonc : . : E

coniepence with & central role for the :‘_r\_:ri: :.-I'_: 1 y ! Lcnur';lx it L IE A ek aval asignificant changein the fortunes  brother Irag”.

Limited Nanoms

Speakers from the [loor re-
sporsded thai the hrstory of the regron
since the fownding of the racist state
af lsrael (with UN wpport) shows
the UN has played a completely re-
mctionary roke

- S ‘ - | : Il'i'u"a-i’.DI"I Gi [h'E' reqion T.D n 4] = " | .
perences L hics hdieds n Beston, At e i " i UN sa r ‘ gion. in any implying that it would be OK for X i P
T_tw_n Iu' tfnn”r:wdl-l;_';lm:d hundreds in Boston, Atlanta, Cleve- This was the so-called “Vietnam Tal ﬂct!::m!-, demand NEG-  way compare the two is to shield F.iuharaa RAG hosds bl- !_ r? b} from a pasition of weakness, |t
Fm: L“:kn_-:ﬁ:;u heen cruzgle  1and. Los Angeles and Washington  In AUSTRALIA, the biggest rall) syndrome”—the memory of mili- © ations”, a UN-sponsored e greal powers from the enor- biggest Arab co int 1, ; e o L nd of “iegutiation”
s ke METS A Deen MU - L =~ . ey . where cople ‘3 ; i 3 = - 1 uniry) 1o be the vou have when < el
e R A il i “L mr;}dsmt- l.h_lh' rld": f‘.ﬁ, fnd tary defeat, disintegration in the settlement, and so on. mity of their domination and their region’s arbiter 3 ¢ YOu have when someone points a
PO B0y Lhee SErCCls on A vy radl) . - I

cause of the Paledmians (orward
The LIN has done nothing (o defend
Palestmian nghts

One panicipant argued Uhat a
military solution wasn | possible and
that the Ausiralian lefi should be

arguing fora po 0 { . o m m i tralia have some right to discus MR Hior Aol rmEsa s

iﬁgl a political solation which |:1|‘-:q;t’d gl a moch I.‘JTiL;.-F\iJF.':Ih-,n thome from the W chrx!.-_..r Workers i | far ore I‘.}dﬂ‘ﬂ V'[[DHES—“} gE[ Qppresmd P’E'DP!EE ’Eﬂlf:. that this ['bju':E'!..r.EfF'l ‘-'a!:hlj-'dn‘z,-].lF i h ais .j ':-11-‘-' :. SCUSS Th does nol mean we want a
P he UN o ; ) over Vicinam. It been built by a Federation and Palestiman Homan i o ith the i : Sancti A ., NI aRoes Kadldare Rowati what happens in the Middle East war—we would prefer Bush to be
B I En Ay & G | ABOVE: Protestors rally in Melbourne against US intervention In the Gulf and anti-Arab racism. Y Wi e invasion of Grenada clions are not a “peaceful . , 1 Hustein to 3 be

The real political allemative 1
clearly not the UN—ihe principal
world bosses” forum—bat the Arab
masses. A peace seitlement today
can only be on George Both's terms
and a victory for lam and Améncan
imperialism.

Rather than create illosions in
the LN, the leli can contribuic (o a
real political olution by building 2
movement here which limits the op-
tions for the Australian ruling class,

Thal means conceniraling on
what our owmn rulers are doing. say-
ing they and all other world powers
have no rode in the Middie East and

itiee,
and Bob Springborg and Ghassan
Hage arguing against Ausiralian
mvedvemenit

Schacht anacked Saddam Hus-
sein for “using force agminst his own
people”. S0 onlike Hawke dealing
with 1he BLF!

Bob Springborg outlined how
the LIS had comsistently used the LN
for its own purposes n the Muddle
East over the lasi ien years and com-
pared the current situation with the
Gull of Tookin, when the US fabni-
cated an excuse 10 up s Iniervenion
in Vicinam

Schachi claimed he had always
been & sapporier of the Kurds. No
onc could recall bim arguing for an
invasion of Turkey, or Irag two yean

In NEW YORK, scven rescrvishs
who have refosed the army call-up
led the demonstration of | 5,000
swelled by Vietnam velerans

There were profests in 14 other

chanited “George Bush, read our hips,
we re nod boarding any ships”

And o 3 college near Chicago,
Bush was heck led by studenis chant
ing "No Blood for Onl’

The opposition in Lhe US has

series of muss meetings— 2000 in
New York, 1700 in Berkeley—and
mass leach-ins

And it 1s drawing on a decade of
opposition o US intervention in
Central Amenca

Anii-war Vietnam velerans have

I gives no support 0 the LUnited
Mations embargo or 1o US demands
1y I:_'q wilh .h. aw from Kowan
The New ¥York Times concluded
The demonsirations suggest Wash
INETon CENNOL (308 War withoul cre-
aling Cpposilen al homee.”

march. which =11 down culside the
Israeli Consulate to prolesl againsi
the Temple Mounl massacre
Speakers included American
pricst Warren Sazami, Ken Rosen-

Rights activist, Eddie Zananini.

The highlight of the rally in
BRISBANE was when Army Res-
erve Privale, John Kemchan, in full
military afire, joined the march

John's profest, along wilh defec-
tions both in Australia and the

United States, shows thal the bosses”
war machine is nod impregnable.

In MELBOURNE, the rally of
200 ook wp the guestion of anli-
Arab racism. Recenl outrages have
included the hire-bombing of the 1s-

lamic College of Victona, aburglary
al the Coburg Mosque, the vandalis-
ing of the Sprningvale Islamic Centre
as well as numerous individual at-
tacks and death threals.

The march weni through Bruns-

wick and Coburg 1o Bob Hawke's
cleciorate office, specilically to
show solidarity with the large
Middle-Easiern community in the
area.
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THE WEST'S dnive lo war in the
Gull has clammed its Nirst Ausiralian
WiCTiTm.

Buoi he wasn'i a axilor.

__ Lebancse-bom All Melhem was
Lifled in his hewree in the S ydney sub-

b of Levmeah by a vicious cam-
pargn of racism
Every night for over onc and a
half months, his small housing com-
mission home was pelied wath mocks
and eges. fires were lit undemeath
while windows were being smashed
The strain of having lo siay
awike every night to protect his fam-
ity Mnally gave Al Melhem a siroke
and hean attack
Now s wile, Hayal, and her
eight children, have Ned 1o find shel-
ler with [nends. Seven of the eight
children are sleeping 1n one bed
Thirteen year old Taleb Melhem
receivied severe culs and a
Achilles 1endon from onc aftack o
the house,
Egually appalling was the reac-

severed

on Lhe victims and even tned 10 Llum
the blamee arcund onto the Tamily
themselves.

In the wornds of fouricen year-old
Younes Mclhem, “The police think
wi did i1 because we wanl anofher
hause, but my Dad psed 1o say it was
becavse of the Gull cnisis.™

The local cops even went =o far
as fo threaten to charge Al and
Y ounes with Public Mischicel, and 1o
inform the' Housing Cornmission so
the Melhems would have 10 pay for
the broken windows,

Dir Paul Burchett, family doctor
and fmend of the Melhems, tetally
rejected the nofion that the anecks
were anylhing but an atiermpt fo force
them oul of the area. He was at Lhe
house while stones were being
throwm and saw all the [amily preseni
in the rocsm with him

The Islamic Council takes it Mar-
ther. " The case of the Melhem lamily
ceems [0 be one of the more extreme

and mosl iragic occurmences in this

VICTIM OF THE WAR DRIV

Gull has been the green light for the
racisis 1o sinke. And the vuliures in
the Ausiralian media have done their
best to whip up an anti-Arab frenzy
with thoir sccusaliiisy s cdig)oy.
alty™ and calls for Arabs 1o be “wem
home™.

The last issue of The Soctatis
repaned a vicious stilsck 1o the home
ol a Campbelltown councillor who
supporied the building of a mosgue

Now the racisls have killed Ali
Melkem. What lengths will they go
10 when the shooling stars?

—by Lindsay Munks

Terry
Jones

TERRY JONES, the sailor who re-
fused to join the blockade in the
Gulf, has been given a suspended
2| -day detention senlence and a re-

gl wm ’

of US imperialism,

For over a decade after 1975,
the US avoided far less dangerous
interventions. It did not invade
small, ravaged Nicaragua when
Somoza was overthrown in 1979,

field, rebellion and economic crisis
at home—that held warmongers
like Ronald Reagan at bay.

For Bush to take his Gulf offen-
sive, Reagan had to win a series of

(far to small to threaten another
“Vietnam®), the bombing of Libya,
and sending a fleet to intervene in
the last Gulf war (shooting down a
civilian aeroplane and killing 256
people with impunity).

The defeat of the Sandinistas in
the Nicaraguan elections was criti-
cal in shifting the political balance
inside America as was the wide-
spread approval of Bush's invasion
of Panama.

WHOLE section of
the US ruling class is
concerned about the

possibility of a US defeat.
A recent issue of Newsweek de-

voted a major feature to the argu-
ments for and against war. Those
against fear that Iraq’s troops have
established strong, defensive pos-
itions in Kuwait which will lead to
massive US casualties in any as-
sault.

Beyond the actual conflict, they
fear the consequences of general-
ised hatred of the US in the Middle
East and the destabilisation of pro-
US regimes.

Already there have been gigan-
tic demonstrations—over 20,000
in Amman, 50,000 in Algeria, a

?gn when l-tu_- Westl was supporting : tion of the police and Housing Com-  whole anti-Muslim syndrome™ duction in rank from leading scaman n“lﬂjﬂl' revolt in S-}'Tiﬂ that was pul
5 NN At fran. ! mussion. Both did their best 10 1ENOMe Hawke's war mongering in the o scaman (o h‘ll1y abzent withoul di:] = b [hE i
h’ Michael Thomson THE MELHEM FAMILY the anacks and the subsequent stress leave from the HMAS Adelaide hal Y Y.
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YDNEY
s

NOT REFORMISM

counlry, but an imparialist
pawer In its owm righl. This
means weo ore opposed Lo
Australlan natlonaliam and
Immigration controls

¥

REVOLUTIONARY
ORGANISATION

This was much less than mosi
people expected

Jones refused 1o join has ship
when i1 left Penh, saying he was
appalled when he xaw Bush on TY,
playing goll, and didn’t want to Kill
innocent people 1n A@b counines

The fact that he go1 a relatively
Light sentence indicates thal the anil-
ol war campaign, small as il 1%,

LAST MONTH, three peace
aclivisis decided 1o present
the US Consulale In Sydney

Nor do the bosses want a
Middle East situation that would
make it hard to cut the unsustain-
able defence budget.

Most importantly, they still fear
rebellion at home—Irom anger at
soldiers dying for the oil compa-
nies, anger at culs to Medicare
whilst there is unlimited money for

76% to 46% in just three months,
That potential for rebellion
would be massively intensified if

T IS IMPORTANT, there-
fore, that we reject prop-
osals within the anti-Gulf
movement, to support the

The UN sanctions—with or
without the blockade—are an inte-
gral part of the drive by the world's
grealt powers o impose their
“peace” on a turbulent region of

alternative to Bush's war; they
legitimise Bush's war rhetoric
about “lragi aggression” and “Ku-
waiti sovereignty” by implicitly ac-
cepting that lrag’s actions are a
major part of the problem.

They are not. Iraq’s annexation
of Kuwait is insignificant compared

Is Bush’s wild rhetoric the. .

Countdown
to war?

with the extraordinary imperialist

Crimes.

Where this leads you can be
seen by the proposition argued in
Direct Action, that

It the Saud) Arabian monarchy reatly

altack it, 2 joint Arab mifitary force
could remain on the Saudi-iragi bor-
der...[or] 3 United Nations peace-
keeping force..

Whal an extraordinary day it is
whnen a left wing paper plans the
military defence of the kingdom of
Saudi Arabia from its neighbours—
kindly offering the lives of Arab

soldiers from other countries, and

Meither is there anything pro-
gressive in Lhe call for a negotiated
settiement

it implies that the US and Aus-

They do not. The only role we
should demand is that they get out
Ny

Anyway, the only basis on
which the US is prepared to nego-
liate at the moment s one rr'r at
gives it everything it hopes to gain
through war

50 if Saddam were Llomormmow to

r'“-'g'i‘l"'ﬂ'-' " with the US. it wiould

gun al vour head

Any political settlement with
out a U5 defeat will only enshrine
turther oppression for the people
ol Lhe region

forced to back off. that the US
were beaten by rebellion in the
reqion and the anti-war maove-
ments al home

But it does

COMEs

mean that if a war
see Lhe world’
most powerful and brutal thugs
beaten

wWe wanl 1o

—by Phil Gritliths
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ALRIGHT, ALRIGHT...

RECESSION,
RECESSION] .,
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Resisting the recession

THE MEDIA has had a lol of

Through the painful years
ol the Accord, the Idea that
wage “restraint” for the
employed meant |obs for

supposed lo guaraniee,

bullet, car indusiry officlals
were saying they

REALISED

on sirike—nol thal many

with a single jeb or any cul
in pay or conditions.

It's a product ol a world
economic slowdown,

towards getling.

has never gol down lo the

level of 1881.
We musl! resist the

attempts by union officials

lo get us to lake

bigger chaln, we can
demand support lor lhe

szapﬁm. xploftation Eparss ’ eme Unions didn't fight to .

_" BOURNE SOCIALISM through the s les of revolutions must be spread if does worry the Australian govem: war. anger at the recession the war  fun with Bob Hawke's many union leaders are militants will r l ""'-bﬂ. fatord Jabs ko e last O e C L I

HI!I- mﬂm profil, e T T wm:m' i3 el fusal to admit we're In & accepling retrenchments o when Wayne Blair was loo bank can
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) istfl 1031529311851' City. ©® D S I witich ﬂ:::;?“d “gft_u:gr-:: ;T::Jd of :ﬁ:::? :{;“rﬁtf;n et by Lesley Penrose Already the mixture of eco- g . hicisn't your average  bosses. et T this AUtratEn g?v:::::" gﬁlirl‘:!;;ﬁtl gg':?:ﬂ demonsiraions

B Wesro GPOBox 147N, reeed slate based on democratically- sgaingi Impﬂftl!i'ltdﬂﬂagﬁﬂqn, T - nomic crisis and war has seen wj of sordid political As three thousand of thelr mnumrhu ":;':‘f:"" 'aﬂlr J mg nccn::gunrmpwmm agalns I

N | ﬁ:“ 8001, Although workers creste elected workers' councils. Australia is not an oppressed e rro rl S S Bush's popularity collapse—from maneouvring. members al Ford gol the and we shou pay ) B st i ba

able 1o argue for the
governmenl lo lake over or
subsidise the workplace.

All of these are, of course,

2000 the workers will make the Soclalism cannol be created by The threat of nuclear with letiers of protest al the the US lost the shooting war. the unemployed, persuaded :lu!&:l ?:.t:t: ’;:h:l 0 responsibility for the only band-ald solutions
-3 decisions about the economy gradual relorms as soma in the annihilation ia a product of Crucial to o workers' movemeni arrest ol JeH Patierson, a US The central task of socialists, militants to accept wage unsu::d Us h s brofitability ¥ bl BORRER. untif we get rid ol the
- EHHA social lile and the environment. Labor Party balisve. The capilalism and only soclalism smashing the capitalisi state Is marine who refused to fight therefore, has to be to work for a  cuts and restructuring. “realised some Australian  financed, US ar i system of crisis, sackings
AR Countries like Russla, China capialis! steie—parfiament, tha can end i B ravolutionary workers' party in the Gull. lian defe To admit the economy Is planis would close and jobs  the 1980s. Capillalism being and bankruplcles.
' __‘!.‘FD_BIII#?. and Cuba are nol sociailst. military, the law-Is o weapon of buift oul of the day Lo day While thay are walllng the US and Australian defeal | rlous recession, that would be losl, bul a a system of crisls, there THHEATEN Such suggestions cannot
ison Cenlre, 2614,  Worksrs under these siate class ruls and must be LIBERATION struggles around economic guard at thI Cangummﬂpm This point is clearly understood unn::hrment e Eﬁ‘ﬂh o sommiimant by ilons,; would be a recession hers o s
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m‘% control into their own hands. and liberation. We are ogalns! Lhe ideas and traditions ol screamed around the corner, the Western invasion. restrainl was for nothing. reform could see Australia squeeze, they : dld they end upnp I“In-ncinq artificially counterpose
12 The working class sxisleinsll . the oppreasion of waman, revolutionary soclalism, while stopped oulside the - Is also a dangerous fight back 1o a bigger, better o gel us lo accep 1 other demands.
m couniries and the struggle for biscks, migranis and leablans fighting alongs/de militanis and C.}r?rp{urum and oul jumped In their first leaflet devoled to 4 ‘|!,Tnn.fm “.?' industry.” What rot! redundancy money. better schools, hospitals Fighting for IF
m&:;j:m knows no national and goy men. All these forma o  aclivists who are challenging five ;lmed Prolective P the Gulf crisis, Issued on 15 August, Eﬁl::a:c;l! who Yun Our Wayne Blalr, federal We musl be hard against lﬂiﬂh::ﬂ’l::::m:"”" ids can keep workers
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poerer (o create o soclely free nstlonal divislons between building a uniled revolulionary revolutionary mavemaen! and a carload of NSW cops, ered its first task, over and above after wage cul. our methods.” The unions o fend today are the jobs res 5 we can propose. orward lo a general
hﬂnmm oppression workers. giruggle, thal can creats a party will eventually be buill Iincluding uniformed and i f the right to self- Bul rather Lhan I|'|nh| lor ware ;uppnl.aﬂl}' oo de Y ilputhllm ny is P-Iﬂ ola llﬂ-lﬂﬂh |gllnut the system.
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Tim Anderson is innocent!

TIM ANDERSON was con-
victed on 25 Octlober on
three counts of murder
arising oul of the Hiiton
bombing in 1978. The deci-
sion has profoundly
shocked his supporters
and legal circles in NSW.

Anderson has already served
seven years in gaol because of an
earlier police frame-up. When a
judicial inguiry proved him and
rwo fellow Ananda Marga mem-
bers not gunlly, they werne par-
doned and granted S100.000
each i1+ compensalion

I'he Crown case in the latest

Irial rested on 1wo Wilnesses,

Ray Denning—a convicied
armed robber, and Evan Peder
wk—a former Ananda .'\I.Irgil

member

Denning s evidence was
totatly unconvincing. The juny
wis asked 1o beheve that Ander-
son had conlessed 1o him in
prison that he. Tim, had perpe-
trated the Hilton hombing. The
defence argued that Denning's
motive intelling the story was (o
mgratnaie himself with police
anid prisom authonties.

Pedenck said that he had
planted the bomb at Anderson’s
inshgation in a rubbish bin oul-
side the Hilion early on 12
February, later using a remoie
control device 1o try 1o delonate
th¢ bomb, when Indian Prime
Minister Morap Desai amived.

The device failed to work.
but the bomb exploded when the
rubbish bin was emptied the nexi
marming, Killing two workers
and a policeman.

Pbrk‘r;ft was sentenced 1o 20

e

oy
George Petersen

inal, Pedenck’s evidence was
shown 1o be a fabricanion on nu
METOUS inis In particular, his
evidence that Desai entered the
building 1n the aliemoon was
disproved by nonc other than
Malcolm Fraser, who had wel
comed Desai that moming at the
Pitt Street entrance
Later Pederick “".‘.l",'i'li.'d.i s
story 1o say thal it was the Sn
Lankan President Junius Jaya
wardene he had seen amving
But Javawardene amived al Bam
Later still the prosecution
claimed that Pederick conflused
Desai’s departure at 5.30pm
with his supposed amval al 3pm
Bur Malcolm Fraser was nol
present al the depanure. Faced
with these contradictions, the
prosecution withdrew the charge
of aitempled murder of Jayawar-
dene or Desay
There were numeroos olher
discrepancies in Pederick's evi-
dence about Lthe nme, place, and
circumstances of how and when
he planted the bomb. and when
he left the scene of the crime.
The defence produced doz-
ens of photographs and videos of
George Street on the day. Not
one showed Pedenick. No-one
had seen anyone who remotely
resembled Pederick’s desenip-
tion of himself on the day.
In shon. whenever Pederick
prodiced a claim that could be
tmﬁrd. it was cither unsubsian-

Mptceproved talse.

son received whal passes for “a

fair trial”, He was represented by

competent lawyers who shot the
Denning and

evidence ol

Pedenck 1o nbbons

The defence presenied the

facts. By contrast, the prosecut-
on asked the jury (o draw infer
ences Irom the evidence, and 1o
disregard the inconsisiencies.,
|'!|<JI'|'I‘.I1_L‘ these on Pederick’s
poor memory and the passage ol
LTI

What went w rong 4

We can’t know whal moli-
vated the jury Most Jury mem

Goodbye to the bosses’ faithful mouthpiece

bers simply can't believe thal
police mught hie or frame Inno-
cent people, a lact well known to
criminals, lawyers and mosl
political acnvists

Undoubtedly, they were
influenced by Pederick’s con-
l[ession o a crime for which he
gol 20 years gaol

They did not believe delence
evidence thal, whenever a major
crime i1s commitied, police mfer
view people with a psychopathic
wish 10 conless 1o cnimes they
haven't commiled

The jury could not credil thal

Pederick may be just such a
psvchopath being used by Lhe
police

The defence will appeal
against the verdict. Ivis possible
that the Supreme Court will
order a new Irial.

Bur, it is also possible that,
with all the hystena produced by
the use of the word ‘terrorism’,
that Tim will be left 1o rot in gaol

Only a vigorous and public
campaign can ensure that Tim's
plight isn't buried by the legal
sysiem, The focus for this cam-
paign is Tim's public defence
commiltee, CEFTA (Campaign
Exposing the Frame-up of Tim
Anderson)

Their propaganda, elfective
as 11 18, has reached limited

circles. The frame-up will cer-
tainly help restore Lhe position of
the various “anti-terroris1™ units
—ithe ones under pressure for
Killing David Gundy and shoog.
ing Darren Brennan,

Clearly, the police framed
Tim because he is a left activisy,
and particularly because he
spoke oul about police corrup-
tion and the prison system,

The guilty verdict is a blow
toall of us, Action is needed now
to farce an appeal.

CEFTA meets regularly to
plan a defence campaign with
acuvities like public meetings,
fundraisers and publications
demonsirating Tim's innocence.
Conts1 CEFTA oa (021 X0 500 ko e

FOFECES RO OF €1 TR0 il u_.m.ﬂ

THE Melbourne Herald s
dead—and 1t won't be missed
Some liberals moumn its pass
ing as meaning “less choice™ in
news. They should hold the sym-
pathy cards—The Herald was
Victona’'s main bastion of press
monopoly and conservatism
¥When a nval evening paper,
The Srar, staned up in the 30s,
The Herald simply told news-
agents, “Sell it and you can't sell
us.” Since The Herald was their
lifeblood, newsagents shunned
Fhe Srar and 1t died within
mionths.

Under its cloak of objectiv-
iy, The Herald was Yiclona's
main mouthpiece for the Libs. It
even offered Liberal premier, Sir
Henry Bolte, a seat on ils board
when he quit parliament.

The Herald helped Menzies'
anti-communist wilchhunt with
articles by disaffected Commu-
nist Party official, Cecil
Sharpley. It was so anti-worker

during the ALP split that wharf-
R T ST S R e,

into the 90s

Three days of discussion and debate about the Marxist

The Herald used '{r['fll'lil'rH
polls as a new way 1o keep als
males in office. Every election
eve, it ran a headline “Gallup
Libs 1o Win™, based on marginal
leads in the polls. o create a
bandwagon for undecided vol-
ers. Years later Gallup Poll’s
Roy Morgan admitted “adjust-
ing” the hgures

When Malcolm

A 1

Fraser

ANTI-UMNIOM activist Barbara

Blﬂpr wn:: one of the
heroes.

)

view of the world and the way forward for socialists

| [ ) ' he Guilt conflict change

MELBOURNE: Fri 28-Mon 31 Dec B

FOLLOWED BY ANEW ’fE_AH'S EVEPARTY TO REMEMBER!
| HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

H

BThe G

B Post

; mean
rrivalry? Has the

B An Intraduction 1o Mar
B Anthropomor

W s the Tuture leminis|?

'Een movement today

tructuralism

i XISM-4 discussions on basic ideas
p Js‘m EDECEEISm ar‘ﬂj Hﬂ.rr'lai Elti'ﬂri‘jlllu_lr'l

Can Castro

ALSO

survive?
e —

B Gorbachey has radically e
changed Soviel loreign I .
policy, Can Castro escape
the forces that have
orough! down other
slalinist regimes?

B Bukharin Was he the
ailernalive lo Stalin? :
M The rise and fall of state ]
capitalism

B East Germany

-

Class strugg|

wanted a showdown with the
unions, The Herald set its sights
on the closed -hl.'r|"i I.:'»ng-l'ﬂrym-
ten nobodics ke Paul Krutulis,
Frank Kane and Barbara Biggs
who refused to join the union,
got fronl-page treatment. Never
was the old song, “Every scab’s
a heroin The Herald,™ more Lrue!

When newspaper printers
struck in 1975, The Herald led
the counter-altack. Each day,
Herald and Sun vans smashed
through picket lines outside the
Flinders Streel fortress.

In 1971 when police laid into
anti-South Afnican rugby dem-
onstralors, the cops were ham-
mered in the press for bashing
journalists. Only The Herald de-
fended the indefensible.

When The Herald couldn’t
smear the left, it tnvialised the
issues. It ran the “bra-buming™
cliche about Women's Liber-
anon harder than anyone. When
police arrested protesters al a
Manash Uni sit-in, it focused on
4 pet possum that a student took

today

the les:

Al 5

. I“-'h MNe

| A panel ol leading m ilita frawine

struggles

W laechn -'._u'].._

8 of the year's industrial

Tr."..' 'll.llil\iIIIJE'rl y_.]I =,.-'r_"'| T IT_ -1
.- ALUSiralia and Japan

]| Blilp?

with her into the cells.
While The Herald printed iis
news on the back of Myer adver-

-

Gorbachev

CAN ANYONE on the left
still think Mikhail Gorba-

ch::.v is a good bloke?

8 lalest shock to those

was Russia's decislon 1o bﬂnﬂg
Intervention In the Gulf. Most Ironle of
all was the KGB's offer to swap Intel-
ligence aboul Iraq with the CIA.

But this Is only the latest manifes-
tatlon of foreign policy trends which
bode Il for people fighting Imperial-
I:mTalj: over the Third World.

ake southern Africa. A
of the 1980s Russla nsume:l :ll:: ::I:
of arbiter In working out an Indepen-
dence deal for Namibla. The setile-
ment allowed the Soulh Alrican
colonlal administration 1o Supervise
the elections. They used their posi-
lion lo restrict SWAPO's access o
the media and 1o allow the Koevoel
death squad and the Defence Forces
lo murder a number of SWAPO actiyv-

The settllement also mandaled a

drawal of Cuban Iroops. Gomhm

with a cul In Soviet aid 1o Angola, this

gave the South African-backed

:jh':F‘;Aﬂhmiﬂ an opportunity 1o lake
ensive agal

bl gainst the Angolan

In South Alrica itself, Moscow
heavy pressure on the ANC 1o do &
deal with the apariheld regime. Lasi
Yurl Yukalov of the Soviet forelgn at-
falrs ministry told the ANC's Oliver
Tambo that he should renounce
armed struggle lest “South Africa be
destroyed”.

The Moscow Circu
South Africa ln Dmm:raaﬁ“n::ltg:vl::
authorities refuse 1o stop it.

Africa in urn has become a model
for Russian policy elsewhere, with
the ambassador to Cuba saylng last
year that “to resolve the conflici in
Central America, the same approach
muslt be adopled as In soulhern Al-

and i

This wasn't just rheloric. Tw
days after the Salvadoran rebels Ius
called for a general Insurrection In
November 1889, Moscow demanded
a hall ta the fighting. And the Soviels
have adopled an Increasingly hostile
aﬂliludpn lo the Sandinistas in Nicara-

Their ambassador 1o Nica
lold Moscow News in May lhtur:rg:;:
that while past relations had been
characterised by “Iriendship and sol-
Idarity”, perestroika had “somewhal
mu‘:ll_::alad their character”.

Novosti Press corre-
sponden! was more brt?:ﬁ:mring
En lha_SIndinisll revolution as a
_toup ', and insisting there was

nothing tragic” in the FSLN's elec-
tion deleat earller this year,

The pattern Is similar around Lhe
world, from Vietnam where the Rus-
slans are reneging on trade deals de-
spite the continuing US blockade, 1o

viel policy has led the Israell Commu-
nist paper Zo Haderech to support
massive Jewish immigration from the
USSR, even though It will be used to
push ahead the Zionisi colonisation
of Ihe Wes| Bank.

The American ruling class is
lighted. The new climate makendﬁ;
easier for them 1o throw their welght
Bround. Invading Panama became
ever so much easier,

STATE

Secrelary of State Baker gloat
that “both the Uniled Siales Eﬂd 1::
Soviel Union loday are supporling
democracy. The difference is that the
Soviet Union su pports democracy by
slaying out of countries._In this one
and very unique instance the United
Stales did It by going In...”

— T et

the Gulf invasion,

Ofcourse these de velopments ara
No reason to long for the old days.
When Stalin or Brezhnev gave assis-
lance to third world mavemenls it
was always wilh cynical imperialist
objectives in mind. The Kremlin was
capable of culling off the aid the min-
ule Russian national interest re-
quired it, as happened with China in
1860, and it backed any number af
m:rd;r?:s :!H:la!mshlps even

ug ey jailed a
Eommunial:_r nd executed

The point is that in forelan as i
domestic policy, Gurbache'-?': .le:
are nol diclaled by the interests of
workers and peasants, bul by the
needs of the ruling bureaucracy ha
represents.

For ordinary people, both Inside
and oulside the USSH. they are jusi
ai_dlsa-;truus in thelr own way as the
crimes of Stalin and Brezhney

ST e aags s - —

perialism

tisements, il reserved LS serious
columns for right-wing ideo-
logues. Denis Warner had (he
run of the Herald's pages for a
decade during the Vietnam war.
The moralising Bishop Fox of
Sale had his own column. Geof-
frey Blainey inhented it after inj-
tiating his anti-Asian campaign,

The Herald died from the
markel forces and conservatism
it championed. It couldn’t com-
pete with evening TV news. The
rundown of public transport cut
its core readership of commui-
ers. And its predictable reaction-
ary line drove thousands 1o the
more liberal Ape.

We're not sad to see The Her-
ald die. Our only regrel is for
those printers, journalists and
news vendors whose unionis-
ation isn’t strong enough (o
make Rupert Murdoch keeppay- -
ing them.

—by Alec Kahn ‘il

Perspectives
for socialists
Monday will see a
major discussion ol the

pas!t and fulure work ol

the IS0

TO ATTEND:

1P Box 1473N
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Ists,

A TWO-TERM Lab-
our government has
been well and truly
dumped in New Zea-
land.

SIX years ago New Zealand
emerged from under the shadow
of a highly authoritarian Nation-
al government that sought direct
confrontation with the union
movemen! and was prepared o
suffer widespread rioting in
1981 10 suppon its allies in
South Africa.

In 1984 the union movement

successfully put its weight be-
hind the Labour election cam-
paign ond riumphanily sar back
and wailed for its rewards.

What it got was a Labour
gavernment whose economic
policies proved even more nghl-
wing than its tory predecessor.

With the window-dressing
of an apparently progressive ex-
temmal policy (closing the South
African Embassy, banning nu-
clear weapons, effectively scul-
thing the ANZUS alliance),
Labour “rationalised” jobs out
of existence, doubled public
housing rents to “markel rates™
and passed legislation restrict-
ing stnkes to redundancy 1ssues.

With unemployment at 12%
and inMatron a1 8%, the Council
of Trade Unions tried (o boost
Labour’'s election chances by
announcing a wage deal of 2%

rica™.

MARCH In North Auckland 1o
protest unemployment which
Is now 200,000.

plus a bit extra for productivity.
{A branch of one union was at
the time suggesiing a wage de-
mand of 14%.)

NEW

Now the new National gov-
emment intends 10 go further
along the anti-working class
road that Labour has paved.

[t was this that kept a dwin-
dling number of union or-
ganisers and delegates oul

the Middle Easl where changing So-

canvassing for Labour. Their ef-
forts were in vain. Labour sup-
poriers eilher stayed home, or
swilched their votes-—nol o Na-
ticnal, but to the fashiocnably
new Green Pary (which had a
colour rather than a policy) and
o the breakaway Newlabour
Pany

NewLabour split away from
the Labour Party last year and
managed (o retum its one MP—
parnty leader, and former Labour
Party president. Jim Anderton—
1o the 97 scat parliament

Westpac union busting

WORKERS from the Westpac Seoul Unlon staged a sit-in of the bank during their 1887 strike.

Panama

NewlLabour has in 115 ranks
good polincal and union activ-
1sts but is very much an electoral
machine controlled by iis leader
Ity policies are tradiiional Lab-
our ones—a controlled econ-
omy. tanffs,
__L‘q'l'n._’mﬂ'l{nl RJ'H_"[':\_III'-IL'\_' o {".,‘iI\E
the economy

Mana Motuhake,
well-established grouping of
Maori activists, almost picked
up one seal as tradiional Labous

increased

d M

volers swilched parfies in one ol

the four Maon seats

"WHO CAN you bank on™ to att

 Inturn, paved the way for

In termis ol

P-‘llgrr.h-\

pariiamenian

MNalhional

LN Massive

majonity will probably be a
,';||II;_‘I'I|'I'I,_'r'|I of Labour toward irs
tradiiional supporiers

However, with a depressed
k.--;nr'n'-rri} u-h-;rc J_:INII_IL‘-'\ =, a
bianks are lightmg desperuely
lor their profin edge, this 15 pol
EOINE 10 EXIMACT ANy CONCESSHS

Fiou |.~.||;'-_|.|1:‘k' F‘-{.:I‘HL'

Whalever gaina there are be-
[ore us will have 1o be wion oul
wide ol |'¥_41'|I,_:I?-.-_'I'I1

—by Dean Parker, Auckland

ack workers' righls and wages?

The answer is the Australian bank, Weslpac. Workers in
South Korea have been striking lor two months agains!
anti-union aclion by Wesipac managemenl al the bank’s Seoul
branch. Il is the second sirike since the union was lormed In

August 1887.

As well as refusing 1o sign a new agreemenl on wages and
conditions, managemenl members physically atiacked the

strikers on 25 Seplember in an

attempt 1o break the strike,

which is being seen as a tesl case for the South Korean labour

movemenl.

The Weslpac union has only 19 members (17 lemale, 2 male)
out of a workforce of 38, bul has been able lo survive for three
years despile discrimination againsl ils members.

Similar occurences have been reporied al other foreign banks
such as ANZ and Barclays, who often threalen to withdraw

thelr operalions back to their *
farmed.

home" country if a union is

Weslpac is the largest Australian privale bank, with branches
in 29 countries. The average wage ol i1s union members is 50%
thal ol workers In other foreign banks in South Korea. ,

Despite all the hysteria in Australia aboul how Japanese (or
“Aslan”) capital Is more antl-union than the hamegrown
varlety, examples like Weslpac show lhal "Aussie” bosses can

be even wWorse.

Bul as this struggle shows, workers can organise and fighl
back, and when they do Australian workers should supporl
them. The enamy they lace in South Korea is the same we lace

here.

And there has beeen support from Australia. A pickel
organised by Australla Asla Worker Links and the Korean
Support and Information Network was held outside a Wesipac
bank In Melbourne on 21 Seplember.

Members ol various unions, including Trades Hall
representative Len Cooper, spoke In support ol the sirikers,

and a number of bank workers attended.

.

vy Cruig Kevslall
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WITH THE end of the ( ‘old

War George Bush talks
abouta“*new world order",
He says Saddam Hussein
threatens this new order.

The dramatic defest of
Lebanon Tascuist Christian
leader, Ceeneral Michel Aoun. on
14 Oxciober, and the consolidation
ot avnan ¢contrm) of nankern Leh
N N a elin = 1 hai
thal ™ niew worl order™ wonld look
ke K
This divisw ! -1|-_|'|! n ih

sogih, only went ahead with
Linired Sisies apspeovval. Cusrsavls

wirtn g gy b 5
AR N R e L

albond o
o o <l it

e LUinsted Siates led snderyenluon
agan Trag. As e hosses”™ paper
[ I i
|
1 | lar

Belore Caual | X
ploded. Syina wi i ] I
||-_'| fn.'.' alale lisl ol |
A [‘5". 18 Si¥=L -s'..r;.\...-.| n

socialisis thoueh, won it he

b irs al Lhe downiall
of Aoun Aoun came Irom
Lebanon's night wwing Maronne
Christian commuonily When
France pulled our of Lebanon in
946, they lelt the minorily
"';11.: 1 MY i i HT -
nant il n 1 X I I||'|

| wathin o Lol

When ol AMaroaile |
nance was challenged m [958 by
the Msdim amd other Chnstian
comimunilees the Umited Slates
il in 400 Mannes o prop
them up. In | 9K2 right wing
Maromite mailias. under lsraeh
gusdance. were I'L"‘I"'x'fl'll":-." [ Lhe

massscre of over A0 Palestiman

refugees

Sy s anlerventon s nod 10
challenge this bul 10 furiher fis
owmn l|_":_'|-.l.'|_i| inferestx. Syra first

invaded Lebanon in 1976 (0 posp
up the Maronue-domnated gov-
emment againsd rebellion by Pak
esinians and Mushms, amd 1o
h._'!:m s 0w JL"ﬁ;: aweault on the
FLO.

It did nothing dunng the 1952
[sraeli invasion. Once [srael with-
drew znd the country fell into cixil
W, ‘S}MJ ook the opportunily o
extend its control in Lebanon

Aowin’s defeal at the hands ol
Syrian troops and with United
States bhacking, will nol solve
Lebanon’s intractable problems
The misery of the Lebanese people
will mo doubl continue under the
US-backed government of Elvs
Hrawi, These people have nothing
to gan from Syna's sweethean
deal with the US and will gain
nothing until imperalism is driven
oul of the whole region.

— by Afisite Nrgwuer aegd
Moark Gille Ll
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pacilist uncerl

L = L

Gulf action at ANU

nv C ey dence

oD

i the UN and, thankiuily
IN AN A rTI:F..JL-T 1o ornng eihon 1o the imperiat o1 interven
sigdents’ concerns aboul B yon
mperding wa' into the open Our position was Clear
: . o FE0Y i = o 0
CEMITRIS MBMmDers ol the r‘-..'-_} | no inlerve \

Sanclons

Canberra have iniated the ANU
Gull Action Commetiid

The committes Orpanis

defeat for the US. The pro

ol Caciglsts were s0ed
campus forum on sars of the student paper Woron
which atlracied more Nan Ofe - ,pnaached us, and we
hundrad listeners 5[.;.13'.,7.-45‘

from the Canberra Coalfion, the
ANU Green Alhance and the
Siydent Christian Movemen!
[he aiscussion by
speaking against Australan and

ments slating Our anaiysis
The success

ot of hard work ShOWS
r F_; |:‘ sl zds)

| I'_' L&

the IS0 was improved and plenty

he ed

WETE

ghile o wrile a full page of argu-

possible 1o motivale students on

a2 pregomenanily conservain

g
nvslvema he Gull :
US involvement in the GUll . mni We are hoping that our
Mespen 2 propaganda and profie
A lively Deiate Inen BE9EN  stand us in good stead next year
with studenis onernr g am Xiure .
2 — ris Hughes
_‘|‘ thouonis—suopon |::_r the I.i?' h".l’ Ch £ g

2%

MEETINGS

MELBOURNE

MzBowrne brasch of the Infernational Socialist Drganisation meels every
MONDAY mighl a1 7.30pm al Bookmarks, 151 fisar, 328 Flinders 5L City
For terther details ring 629 3148
How Trotsky becarms o Bolshevil, Monday 12 November.
Joning the Bolsheviks only on the eve of the Russan Aevduton
Trotsky weril on 10 play & crecial robe in [hesr wicknny
1945 Japan on [he edge of revolution, Mondsy 19 Novembes.
f Conlrary 10 the myth thal Japanesa workers are docle and cbagen!
I they came ciose 1o makung & revoluton afiar the war
i ks there 8 working class cufture? Monday 25 November.
Can workers creale a new oulture whee the capdalsts are still n control

Ol the politics of resources, Monday 3 Decemiber
Why have pecple ed. cheated and lought tor a mineral in the ground?

| MARXISM FOR BEGINNERS

 BRISBANE

Bristane branch of ths International Sociatisl Organisation meets every
Wﬁmu-nmnmmwnmﬂmnm
For turther detalis ring 229 8832

'gm.hﬁﬂm

men rape? Are they all the enemy? Where doss women’

opErEsLon come trom? z o

The paper, Tuesday 20 Hovemnber.
WMEMMWMWMW7WMQW

The emvéronment and the Iimis 1o growth, Tuesday 27 Novestber

it's argued that workers in the wes! have 1o consume

44 o] less o progerve
Iran 197TB—revolution end counter-revolution, 4 Decornber.

WWMWNIMthmmmw
but power ended up in the hands of the Multahs. What happened?

CANBERRA

Canberra branch of the Intermational Socialist niation
mmrmnrmhmmmmﬂ"m ;Hnnmh%h_
Chitders St Civic. For details write to PO Bex 17, Jamison Centre. 2614,

The paper, Monday 12 Novernber.

¥y oo socal 50 much :
EwAner emphasis on seling our paper? What

The soctalist aermative in the Middie East, Monday 13 November,

The hstory of working /
ammmfxﬂ;ﬁqﬂmtwﬂmwﬂm
South Korea: workers in revoll, Mandsy 26 November.

AS lrade Uk ard class paries separately consolidats thes
organsatons, what is the for the South Korean working class?
W“w:'mhﬁmlﬁwwiﬂ

and its reyection of
Blonday 10 December.
¥iha wins, who loses trom the privatsation of Aussal, Austratian

mmummmmmunnqammm
MMTMHTMN 2l Trades Hlllilﬁnllllrlﬂmm
For turiher details ring 261 4852
Left Wing Communiam, Tuesday 13 November.

I it possitie o be too ? ' nes relat
o el hﬁqur;mmldwm&.ﬂm-cumia.em
the tamaly under Tuesday 20 November
Marxsis see the a5 the source of women s oppression. Do we

need i amagh lo abolish the lamily and sexism?
Sl g BOAke Sy i .
e : L bggﬁ:r_}mimpamﬂuma rukng

: PUBLIC MEETING

What's In the GuT? Tuesday 4 Decsmber
mmﬂm“ #vents mean, and whai .
) i whal position

HOBART

mmummmhmnm
balds regula
Marxis! stedy groups. For detais writs o GPO Bax 1898, tharl:le'?;m{.

| UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA

i We have a Dookstall every Tuesday, 1-3pm, pedestrnan tunnel
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WOMEN workers “won”
equal pay for equal work
in 1969, 1972 and then

o againin 1974.

So why is it that there s shll
a substantial difference in pay
berween women and men work-
ers?
A recently-released reporton
FPav Eqguiry for Women in Aust-
ralig, carmied out by the National
Women's Consultative Council.
has further exposed the myth of
equality in pay between women
and men
Differences in women's amd
men’s wages vary depending on
the occupanon. In nursing Lhe
average full-time regisiered
male eamings are $560, while
full-time women nurses with the
same qualifications are caming
$539. Average male sales
assistants” wages are 5590,
compared 10 women's average
of §329
Women only eamt 83 per
cent of the average ordinary
trme eamings of men in August
last year. When all workers®
eamings are counted, including
pari-time and overtime, the fig-
ure plunges to 65 per cent
Ausiralia has one of the most
sex-segregated workforces n

by Sandra
Cordova

the OECD. Almost two out of

three women workers are con
centrated in traditional low-
paying “unskilled” jobs with
poor working conditions. Com-
munily services, sales assisiants,
nursing and clerical jobs form a
large percentage of women's
employment

LOBBY

The repon suggests working
through “proper channels™, such
as the Anti-Discrimination
Board, 1o improve the situanon
Bul this sort of strategy is noth-
ing new. In 1937, a Council of
Action was set up 1o lobby the
ACTU and the Arbitration Com-
mission on this 1ssue. It lasted
ull 1945,

But it was strike aciion by
rank and file workers dunng
World War Two that made the
bosses finally pay out 90 per
cent of male wage for women

Women make up the major-
ity of pant-time employees. Wilh

CLASSSTRUGGLEINTHELUCKYCOUN

SONEWS _ gTyL1 NO EQUAL PAY

the lack of work-based
childcare, they're forced (0 jug-
gle the roles of mother and
worker. As part-lime workers,
once again they're forced o
accept appalling work con-
ditions, with no holiday pay or
paid sick leave entitlements
Because of the sexist siereo-
typed role of women in sociely
there is also the extra burden ol
bringing up the family. This res-
tricts women's availability and
access 10 do overtime and shilt
work [or some extra money
We might have legislation
like Equal Employment Oppor-
wnily and the Sex Discrimin-
ation Act. But even though we
should support and demand
these laws, it's important Lo see
that legislation alone will not
bring equal pay for women
workers
The role of the ACTU on this
issue has been pathetic. Giving
lipservice 1o equal pay will noi
bring it in. Only rank and file
sirikes and demonstrations can
achieve benter working condi-
trons and wages for both men
and women workers. That sort of
action will force the govem-
menl, the ACTU and the bosses
1o take these issues seriously

Disastrous deal for Vic teachers

VICTORIA'S secondary tcachers
seem sef 1o accept a disasirous deal
It will erode pay and conditions for
many classnxem teachers, and cul
vital supporl services such a5 Ihe

Visiting Teacher program
The satuation is cxtremely Con-
fuzed. and a1 i of wriling, nof all
are clear, bl o

e prrn i it igmns
INIRE I Certaim 1F it doal poes

ahead, the divisions and bitterness
berween the leacher umons will get
even worse., (There are now 1w
urions: the VSTA representing sec-
ondary teachers and the FTUV rep-
resenting primary, lechnical and
TAFE teachers. )

The blame lor this lies with the
kesderships of both teecher untons
and’ their infemal hchurl,r;E: Thf:,.
seem more inleresied in abusing
€ach other than in Mighting the cuts.,
I.t'.'.i'-'mi.' mosl rank and file teachers
bewildered and disgusted.

There is sirong sentiment [or
unny on the ground, with some im-
presaave examples of solidanty in
irdividual schools where there are
members of both unions. Bul so far
thix has been unable 10 break down
the bamiers crealed by the leader-
ships. who have basically ignored
calls from the members for & uniled
campaign

The victors are the Labor pov-

‘Academics

place bans

UNIVERSITY EXAM resulis and
re-enrodments should be in chaos by
the s1an of 1991 .

Al national siopwork mectlings
in Octeber, academic unionisis
violed for work bans including no
processing of linal assessment and
0o aasislance with re-enrolments

Al the Sydney meeting, as well
a5 unanimously carmying the ofTicial
moliom, the 800 union members
present also voted for 3 24 hour
sinke the following Thursday

This gave o clear H.-_F.-_,r.‘ll--n i
our withes 1o take stronger SCE 06

than that suggested by our union of -
hicinls

In & disgraceful move those
same officials called the sinke ofl
Monelheless members
mined o ?1] uh‘.'.-J.!j wilh work bans in
order 1o lorce the Vies Ch incellor
and the govemment Lo give
U .

are -l--r_-,r

mals
WAEC nNie;, mare Prosmodlion
prospects and job security for the
huge number af worker
eI Contracts

N BN

ernmien! and the Minisiry, whose
“divide and rule” policy has worked
The VSTA deal i 1he resull of
ITHETERIVE  NCEOLIaTTns between the
uniomn leadership and the Ministry of
Education. Both werc desperate 1o
reach an agreemeni before the end of
October so that the new Viclonan

Ceriificare of Edocalion {(VCE)
could g ahcad e st yoar. Even bo-

fore the deal has been ralified by the
members, all industnal action has
been called ofl

Aller a lot of promising rhetonic
aboul ol negoliating on the bases of

cuts, the VSTA leadership weni

ahead and did just that, leaving the
FTUY out in the cold. Not (hat the
FTUY leadership 15 much better—
President Peter Lord recently argued

for an increase in public transpon
{ares and other public secior culs as
an aliemalive o culs in edocalion!
And neither leadership is prepared 10
arguc lor strong industmal action.
Once again, members energy 15
being dissipated inregional hall-day
sinkes

Militants in the WSTA have D
argue agpainsl accepling the deal and
for a strong indusinial campaign (o
fight the cuts that can unifly the rank
ard file of both urions. And mili-
tanis in both unions have 1o keep
working 1o break down the appalling
sectionalism that is lefting the gov-
emmenl gel away with making the
teachers and students of Victona pay
for their linancial cnisis.

—ht Tru !'.l'r‘ -"1 k

TRY...
Cracks in

L]
police-gay
liaison
THE NSW police lorce's vicious af-
tacks on anti-Fred Nile
demonsiraion on | Oclober have
prompled many lesbians and gay
mien 1o question the elfectiveness of
police-gay lialson

her events have added (o their
doubts. Police in Oxford SIrecently

sat around leeding their laces rather
than siop bashers who were painted
ol 10 them, They have resumed the
familiar praciice ol entrapping beal
Users

Chre ol Lhe wniters of this armicle
was directly allecied just before the
Nile demo when liaison officer Sue
Thompeon gave his name and de-
scnplion Lo Lhe palice!

Even the supporers ol linison,
like the Gay and Leshian Righis
Lobhy, have been forced 1o concede
that “il's foolhardy 1o give Lhe police
a blank chegue saying we e happy
io work with them under any cir-
cumslances”. But they conlinoe lo
Iry 1o poriray these incidenis as
tecthing problems.

This is quate dilTicull 10 believe,
given a long history thal includes
police assaults on the first pay Mardi
Giras in 1978

As well as being gay bashers
themselves, police are inelfectual in
ensunng the safely of gays and les-
bians lrom vielence. Allackers uso-
ally wait until police are absent
before they beal people up. There
are laws against murder loo, bul
murder happens.

Violence against gays and lesbi-
ans 15 a social phenomenon. rather
than the action of a lunaiic few.
Under capilalism, gays are socially
ostracised because they threaten the
idea of lamialy values, which are es-
sential 1o capitaliam T new EEner-
tions of workers are ta be produced.

Actions organised and con-
irolled by gays and lesbians inde-
pendently of the police, such as the
demonsiralion against Fred Nile and
the one orpanised by the amestees ar
their COUrt case, are AMOnNg ihe first
SIEPS lowards changing this sifua-
lion. Police lizison is only a diver-
sion from this essential 1ask.

—hy David SLidmore and
Robert Stainshy

| Apclopses o Jpme Dunher for omintmg e
crochis froe hes photo Led s )

Long wait for Qld women, gays

! g

llament House.

Wayne Goss has won thelr Ire with hig
slalement thal aborllon reform "wWas nol on

the government's agenda”,

Abortlon In Queensland Is 8 criminal of-
lence. Access to abortion has anly come from
privale abortion clinles exploiting a loop hole
in the law. For women In remole lowns and
communities this has meant thal abortlons are
both difficult and expensive to oblaln.

it Is Labor pary policy thal aborilon be
decriminalised. The back tracking by Laboron
ine abertion Issue exemplifies thelr whale
proach to government in QGueensland :

Since belng In power, they have slde-

WOMEN'S RIGHTS activists are once again
mounting pickets oulside Quecnsland's Par-

Y _

Even with a

Ing conceplions,

ap-

slepped every conlentious Issus by handing
responsiblity to an array of inquiries and com-
misslons oulside of parliament Wayne Goss
Isn'l about to reform anything withoul the full
conzsensus of the rullng clreles.

recommendation from the

Criminal Justice Commission (CJC) 1o
docrlminalmnhrumm:e:uaflw.Ihﬂgﬂ\-‘ﬂmmﬂﬂt
has been very carsful not to challenge prevalls

Goss thinks the age of cansent for homo-
sexual relationships should be higher than for
helerosexual sex. The obvlous implicatlon I8
that gay relstionships are of 8 dublous nature.

Labor are cerlainly lalling over themselves 1o
keep the eslablishmenl on side.

by I._f it !.I.I.". -:f'“

i
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CHEMICAL WAR ON

WORKERS’ HEALTH

INMANY WAYS, the current dispute at the Hoechst

chemical company In Melbourne Is a showdown |
between the unlons and bosses in general.
The unions at Hoechst (AMWU, AWU, FEDFA, FIA, ETU)

are fighting for improved safety conditions and the reinstate-
ment of a shop steward, Helmut Gries.

Gries arranged for a 60
Minutes reporier to investi-
gate the health and safety con-
cerns of the workforce.

Hoechst have done every-
thing to escalate the dispute.
They have sacked all melals
trade unionists, and are trying o
fine workers under the penal
powers. Others who want (0 use
this dispute to break “union
strength” are backing them.

Striker Chris Kent described
the dispule as getung “nastier
and nastier”™. He told an 150
public meeting:

We were perplexed for a little
while on just why they would
spend $10 million on one shop
sicward and a health and safery
issue Lhat was easy to fix

But i1's becoming clear 1o all
of us that it’s an attempi...lo
perpelrale restructuring. Whai
they "ve laid down on the Lable. ..
is absolutely appalling: things
like 12 hour shilis with no penaliy
rales, |2 month contracis o be
renewed every year, and with a
no-sirike clause in i, reduced
holidays—you name i1, it’s down
there.

The stnke has escalated to

involve nearly all unionists on

xite. Workers throughout the
Allona complex have Tewioxd

themselves 5215 a u_.-n_u:l.- Many
other workers are giving finan-
cial suppon as well.

THUGS

Huge solidanity rallies of
over a thousand workers have
twice massed outside Hoechst
The first was a response 10 a
brutal attack the night before by
thugs hired by Hoechst 1o break
the pickel.

Unfortunately trucks are
now gelting through the pickel
line, helped by “comrade”
Kimer's police. Fearful of vio-
lent confrontation, many strik-
ers place their hopes in other
workers' financial support,
rather than in stopping the
trucks.

But failing 1o confront the
trucks can only strengthen the
company's hand. The best way
to stop them-—and 10 minimise
the risk of violence—Is 1o
organise mass pickets of sup-
porters 1o block the dniveways
and refuse 10 move.

The picketers will need 1o do
this themselves, rather than rely
on union officials who (in
Halfpenny's words) “all agree
that things should be calmed
down"

The Trades Hall Council has
threaten to isolate Hoechst,
while the TWU has blackbanned
handling Hoechst products. This
sort of solidarity action may
prove crucial in the dispute (s
important that links are made
between workplaces al the rank
and file level to ensure it actually
takes place.

It is the workers' striking and
picketing, not negoliahions by
union officials, that have
focussed attention on the issue
and cost the company millions
of dollars. The key 1o winning
the dispute lies with more of the
SAITE.

by Daryl Croke
and lan Dudley

Sacked shop

steward Helmul Gries.
RIGHT: picketers fighting
for his job, their lives and
the environmenl.

e R T A
chemical dichlarabanzidina (DCB),
which |s present in certain plastic pig-
menls used al the planL

DCB has been classified as a group
2 carcinogenic material by the Health
Department. On many occaslions work-
ers were literally covered from head 1o
fool with iL

Yel Hoechsi's parent company told
them In 1978 that it was a known car-
cinogen. An internal report in 1888 rec-
ommended a sealed syslem for
handling DCB. Also recommended
were warning notices, training for
workers about the dangers, and decon-
tamination of the plant.

How did Hoechs! respond? The
problems with the handling system

Hoechst’

e Traiiy ee g
Attempis at decontaminalion proved
tutile.

Six workers at Hoechsl are con-
firmed to have contracted bladder can-
cer and a seventh is possibly affected
—from a parl of the plant employing
only fourteen workers.

INCREASE

The number of cases detected will
probably Increase as more ex-employ-
ees and contracl workers are lested.
Hoechst are frustrating efforis to sel up
a register of workers 1o assisl with this

The Olymplc spirit
ACCORDING 1o Inter-
national Oiympic Com-
mittee rules, compeling
cities are onty allowed 10
give gifis valued al less
than SUS200 to any dele-

gales
Athens supposedly
promised three-day

Medierranean cruises for

O ViEW

Democratic Israel
THE Israel ammy 15 (55U
ing free gas mask kits 10
nearly five milkon Jews
and Arabs in Israel. They
are even ordering 25,000
special masks for ulra-
prthodox men (and DIe-
sumably hEppy athesis)
who donl wam 10 shave
their long beards

athletes and officials. and
5000 necklaces lor the
Wives ﬂ! I-Dc ﬂﬂ'{:ialﬁ

The Malbourng Ohympic
committea stuck 1o the
rules Every IOC member
roceived an Aboriginal
painting worh $100 \

Wwall. that was the
amount paid to the arlisis

Things go better

COCA COLA have been
hlamed for Melbourne
losing the 1996 Olympics
bid 1o Allanta. the home ol

CSR. Boral, Pacific Dun-
lop and TNT

According to Allanla
business consuliant Ken
McKenze (no rélation o

Bazza) our enlerpnsing
Aussie firms will be wail
placed to be invalved in
the construction of the
Olymprc lacrilies

The ruling class, they
say, has no couniry

birthday ol her gead hus-
pand The two hundred
and lilty guesis sang
*Happy Birthday™ as his
relngerated coftin came

The 1.75 milion Pales-
tndans in Gaza and the
West Bank won 1miss oul
They Tl gel thewrs iater—al
£25 each g

Democratic Britain
BRITISH TV canl broad-
cas| anything said by the
{RA Britain excludes US
black activisls because
thelr presence "is nal
conducive to the pubhkc

But Thaicher's goweim-
ment didn't acl aganst

O e rd Uﬂﬂthﬂwlﬂ! of the south Alrican ultra-right
¢ Coke is nol the onvy ol
mg:sm in Atlanta Other rich frams-lilal;ichi:r Eug
companies with ther US IMELDA Marcos thiew a T:e rw‘s' sy
bases in Atlanta incfude party lo celebraie the s pa emblem

threa-legged swaslixa
Unlike Nelson Mandela.
he's not abandoning
armed struggle. He gave
an interview in a TV stud:o

Health and Salety legisiation was tirs)
introduced i\ was supposed 1o prolect
workers from hazardous and danger-
ous working conditions.

Steve Collier, a union health and
salety delegale, commenled: “You do
the courses and gel lold thal you ve
more power than the shop steward, bul
when i comes to gelling somelning
done you find you've gol no leeth.”

A Health Departmenl official visited
Hoechst in 1886 with regard to the DCB
problem. When the workers ap-
proached the Department, pleading
with them to take action, none was
forthcoming.

Hoechst and other chemical com-
panies in Altona have been gelling

The

Cry freedom

SOME Melpourng cily
councillors were upsel
about Netson Mandeia re
canvmg the “Freedom of
the City". They said thay
Were concermed beCause
tha ANC [ailed 10 rule Cul
the use of viplence

QOddly enough

in London

It's good (0 KnOw Iree
i[{.‘{ﬁ:‘h % alrve ard well in
Britam

Rough times for

royals
BRITAIN was rocked by
another shocking case of
child gbuse recent’y
it concems an aght year
oid hoy removed from his
parents and lorced o
underiake ten years of
physical hargsho r-ru-ai
heprTeEkalon and emodona
Jeprivahon

Yes. Prince Wilkam i5 oft
to boarding school

Bill's dad. Charies, 1S
also roughing 1. He wll
be trealed a5 a pubic
pabenl durng saven of
his len days in hospial

Hig room will have a
sola, armchass, a desk. a
TV and new curiains,
courtesy ol the local

theur

dream come true.”

department slarg

Unfortunalely, h:ag wﬂ-:l;

ble to savour hospila

i?:agf s personal che! =NORTHERN Ireland Is the nnlg pllum s
will be on hand— 1o MmNk where soldiers do not have lo have inflic
mise the conlusion ol theé o them the tirm-:rullnq triviaof a8
ordinary working of Iheé  paace-time army.
hospdal”, according o an —Anthony
olticial spokesperson

Fh.
of the

-

May we quote you?

' P he
“FOR THE world's arms merchanis |
tense military situation in the Gullisa

_US magazne. Bus

“THERE WAS only so much that could be
learni about how a free market works from
reading books by Milton Friedman.

d X A bl
— Soveel prepdenia! AlheseY E?' b
Aganbegyan. asking Ausirada o help Famn

o GOVERNMENT'S kept Its job, the
Iee.r::iﬁrs of the banks have Itegt their jobs,

treprenaurs have lost t
mra?:e:l ﬂmir wealth, while those who have

made no contribution to the failure have

8 'u
lost thelr ]U?Len“g I:'HS'LI' ET,,“MW Social Service

Bevan, author of ‘insice 1he Brsh

press?

NOVEMBER began with the
Murdoch press in Melboume
work ing isell into a lather over
freedom of speech.

The reawn was the black bann
mg ol adveris m ihe Flerald- S
L.l":'n‘l_' for wionrkers I1r,_-|\_,r._-|1 16 o
1"-5l.‘-\'t lirees at Hiowet b
The prord e were threaten

mg the paper’s shility 1o sl o o

whistle-Mower in ihe Waleree
iradilion, sccording 0 ite edilonial
LiHumn
Whai hypocnitical nonsenwe
The only whistle-blower in gkt
was Helmul Gre sheo nvited i)
HWrnaies 1o mvesligae (s oniens
health nd sylery o larnms il o
Eed [or b [
Il ihe Herukid-S
el iT linee vl | i I
sortild be tng ] il "
their night 10 approach
ik i v |
Bt roda il 11
il ™ [ & ¥
M=y lisp Yl al
I ! ] LY wh
rad ) i
amipye T ik
W= i
li
L} ]
I I.'. e
r reyg 1o wrand 1 f
T
¥ i ol i 4
1 1 up oy i I
it unaea o it prind
b & ilh the Hioechoa
kers s par o delending tha o
l.;-'l'-.l ey |
Fhose whio hate bras sharald
therelorme e upporting it IR
Pecns— W PP 1 & bleatin

—by David Glanz

“ege DCH was being dumped down the
iocal tip in used cardboard, and aken
thers on (e back of a tray ruck

Chris Kent described how, earller
this year, 2000 litres of volatile solven!
vaporised over eleclric molors— ihe
equivalent 1o 100 tons of TNT. How it
didn't go off nobody knows and it
would have cleaned oul thal whole
plani and hall of Allena.

strikers have recelved support

trom local community aclion groups,
who have been fighting the chemical
companies’ abuse of the environmen
over a number ol years.

If the unions are beaten al Hoechsl,
their power to stop lhe bosses poliul-
ing the environmeni will suffer along
with their working condilions.

concerns didn | exiend 1o
DreviIous neCif ents ol the

4

city's anachronistic
honours Various naval
and mul fary .'r'_-._]:n'\":n:-.'.-'-:.'

have been given “Free-
dom of Enlry

As we undersiand
{hey have not renouncec

i

the use ol violence ednel

ey oed

Sovel Mandgers

eir jobs bul

presdient Jukan Dsney
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T IS almost exactly a year
since the fall of the Berlin

Wall.

However far from the collapse
of the Stalimist regimes in Eastern
Europe and the end of the Cold War
ushering 1n an era of peace and
prosperity, as Weslern propagan-
dists proclaimed at the time, the
warld system has become maore
dangerous and unstable

This is most dramatically illus-
trated by the enormous LS military
build up in the Gull

The East European revolutions
marked the end of the division of
the world belween hwo compeling
SUPETPOWETS

In the shor term this has un-
doubtedly increased the room for
manoeuvre of US capitalism, mak-
ing possible the invasion of Pan-
ama, the defeat of the Sandinistas
in Nicaragua, and Bush's war drive
in the Gulf

However this does not mean, as
even some on the left argue, that we
now live in a “one superpower”
world, in which the US has un-
rivalled hegemony. For one thing,
as long as the USSR manages to
hold together, il represents the sec-
ond biggest concentration of mili-
tary and industnial power in the
world.

Furthermore the collapse of
Stalinism has exacerbated tensions
which already existed within the
Western bloc. US economic
decline relative 1o Japan and West
Germany has been a major feature
of the penod of economic crises
which began in the late 1960s.

The reunification of Germany
has greatly increased the seli-
confidence of the West German

ruling class. Thus Helmut Kohl

: _
ey e of RS

-, - . ) “.::!..“
of Bush administration, who
were left out of the process.

The Houston summit of the
Group of Seven, the top Western
nations, was supposed 1o be a vic-
tory celebration of the triumph of
the market. Instead it was domin-
aled by trade tensions between the
US, Japan, and the European Com-
munity, leading Britain’s Margaret
Thatcher 1o warn of the danger that
the world market would fragment
into three competing trade blocs,
centred on North America, the
Pacific Rim, and Europe.

The internationalisation of capi-
tal—reflected, for example, in the
high level of Japanese investment
in the US and American industry’s
dependence on Japan's high-tech
exports—makes full scale trade
wars unlikely,

Bul now that the restraint im-
posed by the Cold War is removed,

et among the major Western
capitalist powers is likely 10 assume
4 new intensity.

| powers

The rise of regiona

HIS inter-imperialist

conflict is one facet of

world-wide compelition
between capitalist powers.

The industrialisation of parts of
the Third World has led 1o the
emergence of “sub-imperialisms”®,
thal is of states which aspire o exer-
cise the kind of dominance on a
regional scale which the super-
powers have enjoved globally.

The resulting localised con-
flicts—for example, between India
and Pakistan, Greece and Turkey,
and, of course, Iran and Irag—have
the potential, as the Gulf War of
1980-88 showed, to spill over into
full-scale armed struggle, with
threatening consequences for the
system as a whole.

The present crisis in the Gulf
clearly illustrates the tensions in-
herent in the post-Cold War world
order. The attempt by Saddam’s
Irag to consolidate the regional
strength achieved by its (US-
assisted) victory over Iran and lo
salve the internal economic crisis
created by the war by seizing
Fuwain, led 1o confromation with
the massed might of Western im-

perialism.

The US led war drive reflects
two factors in particular. First,
Western control of the Gulf's vast
supplies of cheap oil remains one
of the main objectives of US foreign
policy.

Secondly, there is little doubt
that the American military build-up
has come al a politically useful
moment for the US, allowing it to
reassert Washington's political and
military leadership of the Western
bloc.

The US intervention is a salutary
reminder to Bonn and Tokyo that
the security of oil supplies depends
ultimately on the Pentagon.

Whether or not a shooling war
breaks oul in the Gulf, the crisis is
likely to have an enormous impact
throughout the Arab world,
destabilising many pro-Western
regimes.

The massive upsumge of Arab
nationalist sentiment in Jordan,
Palestine, and North Africa is some
indication of the shock-waves cur-
rently running through the region.

Marxists are for the defeat of the
Western powers in the event of war
in the Gulf, not because we have
the slightest illusions in Saddam
Hussein, but because of the politi-
cal consequences of an American
defeat,

U5 defeat in Vietnam both in-
hibited Washington's ability to
Intervene militarily in the Third
World and stimulated revolution-
afy movements on a global scale.

Asimilar US debacle in the Gulf

would take place in a far more im-
Portant region than Indochina and
would come at a time when the
tnslmlwnrldcapilalismisfar more
advanced than in the late 19605

A Western defeat would send

political shock-waves far
the Arab world. e

HE MOST important hostage of
the Gulf crisis is the world econ-

omy.

Even though the advanced capitalist
countries have reduced oil consumption rel-
alive to output since the oil shocks of 1973
and 1979, war in the Gulf would have a

devastating economic impact.

Rises in the price of oil, by increasing the
rate of inflation, and reducing income and
therefore demand in oil-importing countries,
aggravate the tendency towards stagflation

endemic in advanced capitalism.

Even short of war, the oil price increases
we have seen so far may well be enough to
make certain the global recession that was

already on the horizon.

The US economy’s annual rate of growth
in the second quarter of 1990 of only 1.2%
led the Federal Reserve Board to say that
America is "edging closer to a recession if it

isn't already in one”,

Behind such predictions is the massive
sccumulation of bad debl.rellecling the way
in which the recovery from the 1979-§2
recession was financed by easy credit.

To the twin deficits (in government spend-
ing and the balance of payments) under
which the US economy is labouring, is now
added the gigantic $({US)500 billion which is
reckoned to be the price of rescuing the

bankrupt savings and loan industry.

Several other major Western economies
are in the same boat as the US, in particular
Britain and Canada. The Australian econ-
omy, thanks to the Hawke government’s high
interest rate regime—an attempt to curb rising
imports and inflation—had already EOne into

recession before the oil price shock.

A prolonged war in the Gulf could mean

a devastating recession here.

Up until now the two biggest Western
economies after the US—Germany and Japan
—have remained buoyant. Japanese oulput
rose al an annual rate of 10% in the first
quarter of 1990, West German by an aston-

ishing 13.3%.

This unevenness between the major Wesl-
ern economies is itself a symptom of the
potential conflicts between the US, still in
relative decline, and its German and Japan-

ese rivals.

In any case, both Germany and Japan face
major problems. West German capitalism
has to confront the mammoth task of absorb-
Ing a collapsing East German economy

Picking up the bill for reunification—esti-
mates run as high as DM 2,000 billion—will
force Bonn to borrow more, pushing up inter-
est rates, and perhaps also taxes. The result is
likely to be higher inflation and unemploy-

ment.

Japanese capitalism, like the US and Aust-
ralia, allowed its financial markets to boom
out of control in the 1980s. 1990 has seen the
collapse of the overheated Tokyo stock mar-
two lifths of the value of Japanese shares

ket
has been 'l.*.'i[)-{'d oul

While Japanese industries are still highly
competitive internationally, they are also
heavily dependent on the state of the world
economy. Even if the Gulf (from which Japan
receives 70% of its oil) does not go to war, a
recession in the US, Japanese firms’ main

export market, would make itself fell

HATEVER the im-
mediate future of
the advanced capi-
talist countries, there are large
portions of the world system
where the present reality is
already one of economic col-
lapse.

Much of Africa and Latin Amer-
ica have gone backwards even dur-
ing the “boom” years of the 1980s.
The once, relatively advanced,
Argentine economy is now a basket
case. The 1990s promise only
greater wrelchednoss.

Similarly in Easte Europe, (he
savage free markel economic poli_
cies pursued by the new |ibery) (or
remodelled Stalinisy BOVernmenis
are having a devastating impact.

The Morgan Stanley Bank esti-
mated in mid-July that gross nation-
al product will fall by 10% in
Eastern Europe over the next two
years, while unemployment in the
industrial sector will rise by 20%.

Nor is it likely that an inflow of
Western capital willl come to the
rescue. The OECD doubts whether

Western aid and investments will

compensale for the loss of the sub-
sidies on the oil and gas from the
USSR, which were worth at least
$(US)5 billion a year.

These dire predictions were
made before Iraq seized Kuwail.
Subsequently Britain’s Einancial
Times reported:

The Gulf crisis has dealt the ailing
economies of Eastem Europe a sec-
ond blow to their reform plans. Just
as thay have begunto adjust to the
Saviet Union's degision to cut its
oil supplies to them and to charge
the dollar market price from Janu-
ary, the cost of altemative supplies
on the open mark®l has been sent
leaping upward.

The political and social conse-
quences of the recesion engulfing
the newly liberated countries of
Easlern Eurnm are IILEI"I' to be
ENOrmous.

Already divisions are opening
up in the new mgjmt'-a--l}em'een
the supporters of Walesa and
Mazowiecki in Polnd, between
Thatcherites and so€ial-democrats
in Czechoslovakia. In Romania and
Bulgaria the situabon is exacer-
bated by the struggle between the
nomenklatura, stilltaining effec-
tive power, and thefadical demao-
cratic oppaosition.

And nationallst demands
emerge everywhern® as an expres-
sion of the underlying conflicts,
threatening, In the shape of Serbian
expansionism, to rip Yugoslavia

apart.

Crisis in USSR

N THE USSR itself all these
conflicts are developing on
a far larger scale.

The stagnation of the bureau-

cralic command economy has an-
couraged local party bosses to take

control of the resources in their
area, thus breaking up the eco-
nomic linkages binding the USSR
together.

Furthermore Garbachev and
Yeltsin's attempt to introduce pro-
market policies is likely to encoun-
ter enormous resistance from a
population embittered by shortages
and inflation.

Whether or not Gorbachev him-
self survives, it seems likely that
some government combination
will emerge which seeks to drive
through the kind of austerity meas-
ures being implemented in Eastern
Europe by resort to repressive
Measures.

It is in any case hard to see how
the present climate of economic
crisis and political disintegration
can continue indefinitely. The
USSR faces major convulsions in

the near future.

The crucial question in both the
USSR and Eastern Europe is
whether independent ‘working
class politics will emerge to chal-
lenge Stalinists and liberals alike.

The development of workers’
struggles is uneven: the miners’
strikes in the USSR in July 1989
were followed by defeal in Vorkuta
in November; disillusionment with
Solidarity has had a deadening
effect in Poland: but workers in
former East. Germany have begun
to resist the austerity measures.

Similarly, the various left-wing
currents that have emerged—maost
importantly the Socialist Party of
the USSR—are small and politi-
cally confused.

What remains clear is that the
transition from state capitalism to
multinational capitalism is a pain-
ful, unstable, and crisis-ridden pro-
cess, creating conditions in which
the authentic Marxist tradition can
begin to re-establish itself.

Sodialism
back on

the
agenda

HE PAST YEAR has
seen world historical
events, which have led
to the greatest changes In the
International system of states
since 1945,

The next lew months may
see a major war involving the
biggest imperialist power In
an economically vital and
politically explosive region.

There Is thus no let-up in the
serles of convulsions which
have made the years since the
late 1960s, like those between
1914 and 1945, an epoch of
wars and revolutions.

This opens up enormous
possiblilities for the revival of
the working class movement
and the revolutionary left
Internationally.

For over a decade Australia
and the other advanced
western capitalist countries
have been marked by a
downturn In the level of class
struggle. Whether it be In the

US under Reagan, Britain
under Thatcher or Australia
under Hawke, workers and
their organisations have been
under attack and many of the

gains of the upsurge of the
late 1960s and early 70s

"‘ﬁ‘o’ﬁ.ﬁ’ :rl: beginning 1o see
just a glimmer of a revival. In
Britain, the Thatcher “miracle”
has exhausted itself and the
Tory government Is despised
and hated.

In southern Europe, Greece
has been gripped by strike
wave after strike wave. In the
US Bush and the Democratic
controlled Congress are
locked In a budget crisls.

Furthermore it is clear that a
war in the Gulf If it comes will
not have mass popular
supponr in the WesL Already
opinion polls indicate there is
much greater opposition to
commitment of troops than
there was at the outbreak of
the Vietnam war. We have
seen quite sizable anti-war
demonstrations in the US and
in France.

Increasing working class
resentment over long years of
declining living standards,
when combined with the
depredations of recession and
war, could form a heady brew.

The market may have
triumphed—but what a
“trlumph”! Soclalism Is far
from being dead; Indeed we
are entering into a period
Internationally where there are
potentlally great opportunities
for the revival of genuine
Marxist politics.

To take advantage of these
opportunities soclalists have
to be clear and confident
about their Ideas—for political
clarity Is essential Ina
complicated and rapldly
changing world.

H:lnl?l:Er we also need to be
able to apply those Ideas with
enthuslasm and practical flair
In Interventions In the
struggles that do break oul

..........
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ARed-Green

papere

THE ISOLATION socialists
face today has led to many
unsuccessful attempts to
reconstruct the lef.

Now the Democratic
Socialist Party has lounched
the idea of o new Red-Green
poper, involving left and
enviranmenial octvists, and
independent of any existing
organisation

They hove olso offered 1o
dissolve their own paper,
Direct Action, and throw is
resources behind the new
enterprisa,

There are good reasons for
DSP 1o have second thoughts
obout the proposal

The historicol experience is
that far from expanding the
influence of revolutionary
socialist ideas, such
“movemnent” papers simply

zerve fo frogment and
demobilise the socialists who

publiab them.

Rother than acting os the
vehicle for socalists to
influence o wider layer than
their own ranks, they act as
an obsfocle to ochieving such
influence.

This ossartion flies in the
face of oll the eccepted
“common sense”. It wos
nowhere befer grgued than
by Isooc Deutscher,
explaining the foilure of o
similar venture by Leon
Trotsky, who published o
brood, “non-factional® paper,

Provda, during the political
downtum thot followed the
defeot of the 1905 revolution

Provda's plain languoge and

the foc that it preached the

unity of the porty secured fo o

a cerfain populanty but no

lasting political influence

Those who stoled the case
for o fockon or group usually
involved themselves in mome
or less complicoted argument
and oddressad the upper ond
meadium layers of their
movement rothar thon tha
ronk and file

[Those] who win the codres
of a party for their more
involved argument are likely
evantuolly o obkainthe
hearing of the ronk and hile as
well; tha codres caorry thair
argumean! in umplified lorm,
desper down.

Troksky's paper wos not
lacking in lalent or shyle.
Trotsky himself had led the
1905 soviet and was the
movement's most lalented
ond incisive writer. By
contrast, Lenin ployed a less
visible role in 1905 and his
style wos pledding and often
convoluted.

Ye! when the Russian lobour
movemen! revived in 1912,
Lenin's paper hod by for the
dominant influence.

By oddressing his paper fo
tha most sarious
revolutionanies, by

concentrating on clarifying

their ideas ond strotegy, by
drcﬂ:r.g them together info o
d:S-CI_U! ned and h {f‘.!f
democratic organisofion, he
created a codre rooted in
most of the major factories,
arguing the same basic
politics wherever they were

That politically cohered
codre formed the nudeus
around which the successhl
revolufion of 1917 wos
organised

A more contemporary
example of what is wrong with
the “Red/Green” strategy can
be se=en by the example of the
magor U3 left wing poper, the
Guardian

No-one would deny that the

Guardsan comies much that is
useful obout the closs struggle
in the US and resistance to US
impenglism.

Yet the fenr
socializm demands more than
this. it demands the cloality 1o
oot in o concerled and
decisive fashion when major
issues anise. The wor in the
Gulf is such an issus

divided

The Guordion has played o
commendable role n
advertising the demonstrotions
ond other actions laken against
tha US invation. Yel on the
issues thot divide the
mavemen!, the Guardion”s own
supporters are divided

Sa recent! issues of the
poper have carmed a roging
debate over aver whether or
nol to demand lragi
withdrawa! from Kuwail, over
whaether or not o look o the
United Nations for a peace’ul
solution

These ore fremendously
importon! issues. Demanding
Irogi withdrawal & "o position
which, # token to its logical
conclusion, will have us
justifying o horrendous wor"—
a1 one wniter put

Yel precisely on this most
importont issve, the Guardian is
parolysed. i con reflect the
movement, bul # cannot leod it

This ingbildy to infervene is
inevitoble from o poper that is
not linked to o disciplined
organisation with clear political
ogreement on basic issves. But
then, this {[combined with o
trodition of debate) is the ABC
ol Lenin’s democrotic centralism.

Will the Red-Green popsr be
an anti-Accord poper? We
con’t soy becouse—omazingly
—the letter colling for hm
support for the
not have o single fine about

H !g.}:’:-!‘.g ervironmenialis
Ted Troiner, wers to approoch
them, would ha be oorepled
with b view that workers
consume koo much?

Indead, one of the
ssgnotones, Mand Hp_lgggr haa
made it clear in octivity around
the Gulf in Brisbane that the
regards herself as “neither lah
wing nor nght wirkg | 1y Hhas
idea io be part of the new
paper?

Becouse the propasal boash
ol ity mtenhon fo nol ba
“centralist”, # canno!, therefors,
ba demacrotic

Al tha moment, members of
tha USP con challenges those
ideas in ther poper thal they
d sagres with. YWhat happens in

] .‘1_||.\_rq -.-..J.'-.Qn "1“:""' *Fd

themselves salling o paper

arguing for ideas they d wgres
withé

To offempt fo discipline the
corfant off e paapee el

pofentially bring them inlo
confliuc with fhe “indepandeani®
editonal odvisory board

In gn intervaew with :i":gl-(_'f
Achon, Hamry Van Moorsd, ana
of the non-D5P participants,
poented oul thot he {ond tha
others) run tha risk of “being
bronded o D5P member, fellow
troveller or front-runner for tha
porfy.”

*Thet risk,” commented DA,
"B minimasad o the exdent thal
the paper is genuinely
indepandent,”

In other words, the membears
of tha D5P will be expecied o
go oul and sall the new poper
on the streels, to their contocts,
ol work, cop oll the abusa ond
hossles and moise the funds os
well— yei the paper can only

succeed if i is “independent” of
them| Wha! contempl for the
ordinary memberi

It also maokes it clear thal the
idea current amongsd many DSP
members, tha! “noth rigy will
change” with tha new paper,
l‘hql it wall Carmy 'rF'ue. ﬁ-:l'i'?r'i
polifics, is pure fantasy

With the new poper, they will
ba hosloge to the “stars” who
ollow their names lo ba used lo
make i look more credibla

More impartantly, tha poper
will ceasa to be the kind of
vehicle for building the party
thol DA is today.

This does not imply sympathy
for the ideas ond ambitions ol
tha D5P. What is being
abandoned here—despite the

.belief of many DSP mambers—

is o major chunk of the idea of
a distinct party, with its own
press, ohempting to link o
coherent view m:&nmﬂ
o specific sirategy fo achieve #,
to the vanous struggles we build.
Just as the D5F's opposition
to the Accord and defenca of
tha BLF helped change, in a
small way, tha climate on the
leh, so too will tha Left os o
from bﬁlﬂ?ﬁ:ﬁm
unpoﬂ:gﬂhum
socialist party with its own
.Nm:ﬂilr'r

—by Phil Griffiths
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HERE Is a widely &c-
cepted argument that we
must take individual re-
: sponsibllity to “Do the Right
Thing™.
i We are told by the environmenl
movemen that it's our responsibiity
to seek out and buy emvironmentally
sound producls. We should keep
our rubbish in separate piles and
find where 1o take them for recycl-
ing
Il we rode push bikes, walked, or
used public transport instead of
driving cars, we could reduce poliu-
tion and traffic congestion in the cit-
' jes. I we don't conserve energy and
i avoid using products which contain
CFC’'s we are personally responsi-
ble for the Greenhouse Effect and
damage o the ozone layer
If you eal al McDonald's, you
may have been handed a leaflel
urging you not lo Decause
McDonald's supposedly buy beel
grown where lorests have been Ge-
' stroyed and pay lheir staff lousy
wages
The problem with this approach
is it starts in the wrong place. Itis nol
consumers who have the power 10
make fundamental decisions in our
‘ society, bul those who own and con-
trol ingustry
The impac! of an individual ac-
tion is negligible compared with that
of capitalis| corporations or govern-
ments The world car indusiry is nol
about lo turn production over 10
public transport unless they are
guaranteed a profit for their efforts.
But over the last few years, gov-
emnments in the developed world
have been cutting back on public
Iransporl in order 1o cut their inflated
deficits. So to blame the .ndividual

lan CFC gases Bul every time the
air conditioning unit of an office
block is over-hauled, it releases the
amount of CFC equivalent to about
a million cans of deodorant.

Qur individual contribution is
nqthlng more than a moral gesture
with very little consequence com-
pared lo thew commercial use.

HE POINT is, the funda-

mental decisions about

these questions are
taken in board rooms where the
over-riding concern Is to make
a profit.

Even s which seem
lo be subject to democratic control,
in the end have to manage the profit-
making system if they are to survive

Atfirst glance, it seems that con-
sumers have power. Surely they can
lorce companies o produce betler
commodities by refusing to buy un-
acceplable ones? But that is not the
wathmlemwks.

Camglists do not think “what
does society need?”, thay ask them-
selves “how can | make a profit?

Even i some item can'l be sold

ol consumer resistance,
there is no guarantee it will be re-
plm by what we wanl. The capi-
lakist producing it may simply move
their capilal into some other area lor
invesiment. Or they might find an-
other marke! somewhere in the
world where the dangers of their
Product are nol known Nestle's
made profits for years seling baby
In thﬂl Third World in

cmtmlproﬂmtmismmma,

Wmﬂmﬂmtmmaa?g

claim as one speaker did at a con.
; !Hmmmaanvirmmmsyu.
§ ey that the problem is “the mums

Al we change things individually?

and dads at Mt Druitt” is 10 let those
who are respansible off the hook.

But the social and political struc-
tures are not the end of the question,
Workers in Australia today haye sul-
lered wage cuts of 10% or more
under the Labor government. The
dole for unemployed youth does not
even pay rent on a room let alone
food and clothing. With child care
facillies in an appalling state, par-
ents have lo shop with impatient
young children in low. So many fam-
lhes are under enormous pressure
when they go lo the supermarket to
shop

Workers have very little control
over where they work or where they
can find housing cheap enough to
live in. Many have lo travel milas
every day

To expecl them 1o Epend exira
lime and money linding the rare and
more expensive products which
claim to ba environmenlally sale, 1o
spend hours walking or riding in-
stead ol using their car, is an insult

Aparl from these problems,
underlying these arguments is a
Senous theorelical misundersiand-
ing aboul humans and the way we
acl.

UMANS marked them-

s:lu:s off from the rest

of the animal world by

their abllity to transform nature
by their labour.

B]_f 1he combination of this pro-

pensity (o labour, a large brain and

other physical characteristics huy-

Mmans developed language lo com-
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municate and the ability 1o reason
and abstract from their experience
This development took place as hu-
mans laboured logether, co-opera-
lively

S0, as Karl Marx wrole in the
1850's, in the Grundrisse, replying
lo ideas which emphasised humans
as individuals just like today,

The human being is in the most
lileral sense a zoon pofitikon (an
animal which fives in communitias).
nol merely a gregarious arimal, but
an armimal which can indriduata i-
sell only in the mids! of sociely
In the same work, Marx ex-
plained that ideas which emphasise
the individual over comimunity are
unigue 1o capitalism
which produces the standpoint ol
the isolaled individual

the epoch |

ThE mora d&&;.rlp Wi go back inta |

history, the more the individual and
hence also the producing individ
ual, appear as dependen!. as be-
longing 10 a greater whole: in a st
Quie natural way in the lamily and
in the lamily expanded inlo tha clan
then laler in the various
communal sociely Only in the
eighleenth cenlury, in “civil
ety", do the various torms ol social
connecledness conlron e Ny
vidual as a mere means lowards his
private purposes as
cessily

lorms ol

SO

gxiermnal ne

=0 the alomesation ol individuals
under capilalism gives rise (o ideol-
Dgias which put the individual at the
centre ol Tl".ll"l.gf_'. It also creales cir
cumslances which make the indi
vidual powerless and vulnerable

For the vas| majority of people lile
consisis of a daily grind of working |

lor a boss. They have no control over
whal they produce, how it is pro-
duced, or what happens lo the prod-
ucts of their labour. Mostly they don't
even delermine the hours of work or
the speed al which they operate
This lack of control over what
should be their creative contribiution

l0 socCiely breeds a feeling of pow- |

erieseness. It helps ideas which tell
us we can't change the world or run
our own lives, lake root in peopla's
consclousness

This opens up masses of people
to all the ideas propogated by those
who run the society. Nat that il
means everyone ac cepls all the
ideas all of the time; but evan whe n

some ol the ideas are rejecled, the

. lf:-:-!-r'.g thal you can’l change any

"1:“9‘ can i‘?l"_' apo |'|-|;.'”|-__I'i dis ncenlive
10 action

This accounis lor the
dapalny and pass

Agparent

ivity of massesg of

workers ||_.j__1... Soloaskil alindivaid
ual workers lake « ; '|f-..-i-l'|'=-=E'---'::'_;_
| which allec| their lives ic a uloplian
agemand
Even if an indrvid 18l agrees that
mething needs 1o be done aboul
the environment it a0o0as Nnol follow
ey will leel there is any point in
Individual actions. If you can’t de
lend basic condilions al work, witt
wages neld down and worke
t;r;'II"J sacked whenever |he Do
decides o restr

||:I'|_' i 4"‘::_.-_.-” P
..ll.l-.l.LJ aAre ;_:‘-1..Ij§:r. I K ','1--'1+'i_-i:

wWiien ,_'1!.:.-'-,._.

e L 1L

Ol ].-_-.' 1

And alhome, isolale dindwviduals
are maie prona 1o the idaas churned
oul by the mass meda day alier
’:1:}‘.?

WE FEEL powerful when we
fight together In the workplace.
Pholo Is a meeting of the
Transpori and General Workers
Unlon of South Africa in

Sowelo.

UT WE ARE NOT sIimply
individuals. As Marx
sald, we are a zoon
politikon. People co-operale in a
milllon diHerent ways every
day.

Jus! 1o get everyone [0 WOrK in-
volves massive colleclive action
The trains and trams have o run 0
a schedule, we abide by red and
green lights. We all agree lo lurn up
al much the same hime

Al work, masses of workers work
as a collecliva every day on assem-
bly lines, in offices, hospitals and
schools. And often they wark on
prﬂduclawhu:hrequur+z~1niernallc:na1
co-operation lor their compietion

The lask is to lurn this colleclive,
co-operative side o life to the ad-
vantage of the mass of people and
against those who rule

When workers stand logether
and fight, they can see the power
they have against their bosses. This
feeling of strength can underpin
very rapid changes in ideas and

attitudes. It happens on a small -

scale in one-off strikes. Workers on
a picket line will talk about how they
could run the factory or office better
than the management—ideas mosl
of them would reject in normal limes

When il happens on a mass
scale, the power of workers can flow
onto other areas of society and other
oppressed groups. Il was no accl-
dent that the women's and gay lib-
gralion movemen|s achieved their
high point when the level of indus-
irial struggle was very high in the

early sevenligs
Tho confidenca to fight around

©immaedinle concorng spilis ovor inlo

wider paolitical issues. So for in-

~&lanca. builders' labourers, after

years ol lighting to establish a union
and decent conditions on lhe job,
took up questions of the environ-
menl, women's and gay rights in the
sevenlies

But it is not only the feeling of
power, important as thal is. Workers
also have a unique position be-
cause they do all the work which
provides the bosses profits. So they
aclually have tremendous social
and economic power

S0 if we wanl to slop the destruc-
tion of the rain forests in Malaysia
and defend the indigenous people's
\and rights, bans by walerside work-
€rs ara more eflective than appeals
10 builders not lo use the timbers
The builders work in a highly com-
pelitive industry. They are unlikely to
lake the time 1o carelully choose
limber on any basis other than cost
and elficiencies

Walerside workers are already
cbslrucling the import of rainflorest
Umbers. they couldslop all of it com-
Ing inlo Australia. iz no skin off their
nases—Iihe bosses don't share oul
tha prolits lrom the trace. All they
need s the conflidence to totally ban
Ihe ollend ng ships

Sa il we wanl lowinralorms. il we
wanl 10 slop environmental dam
{8, we have lo lind ways ol b _;-=L1
INng solidariy slrong organisation
and confidence amongst ordinary
peopi

This me 1N EII|IEI_"I'"i polilical
Lampaign YTUCN DNng naniguals
legelher 1o organisa mi nan! aclions
SUcCh a pickels and dor nsira-
lions. The exparien p-,-.!::1|-th-'-.]|r'|
he streel LN INCus ANGs ol peopls
Wilth the same dem iNas can buld
confi lenca and agierminabion 1o
dely the b 235 and heir idaeas
. It maans upporting every slrug
glg, every slnke, every demonsira
lion against thae bosses and
goveinmenls. A viclory on one issue

can build lor viclories around other

ISSuUBes

—by Sandra Bloodworih

REVIEWS

The environment:
Who's to blame?

EVERY DAY ordinary people around
the world suffer the effects of
environmental disasters.

In 1988, three-quarters of
Bangladesh was flooded as a result
of soil erosion.

The explosion of the nuclear
reactor at Chernobyl in the
Ukraine is sull causing deaths and
gisery for hundreds of thousands
of East Europeans.

In 1984, three thousand people
were killed and another 200,000
seriously injured by release of
deadly dioxin gas from the Union
Carbide plant at Bhopal in India.

Closer to home, BHP dumps
wasie into Port Kembla Harbour,
threalening marine life which is
esseniial (o the food chain. And
 nomerous chemical fires in Mel-
boumme have led 1o emergency
evacuations of workers and resi-
dents. Only tume will tell the effect
these deadly toxins have had on
them.

A new British pamphlet,
Environment in Crisis by Duncan
Blackie, offers a clear indictment
of those responsible for Bhopal,
Chemobyl, rainforest cleanng and
other forms of environmental
destruction. As Blackie notes,

envimonmenial problems sre nod
just the product of human activ-
ity. Nor docs everyone suffer
equally. 11 was e wowkers and
peasants of Bhopal who fell under
the deadly gas

The planl and its enomous
profits, however, were the
responsibility of a mult-hillion
dollar corporation whose head-
quariers were hall a world away
in the United Stales.

Despite what most environ-
mentalists say, it is not industnal-
iIsm, consumerism nor ordinary
people that are “exacting a lemble
101l on both the environment and
the mass of people whao live in it,”
but the depredarions of capitalism.

The pretensions of Brinsh
Labour are exposed. Its shadow
secreiary for the environment 15
chairman of the Frnends of Sella-
ficld—the most dangerous nuclear
plant in Britain! His party 15 also
commitied (o nuclear weapons.

In Australia, eight years of the
Hawke Governmeni have seen the
continued mining of uranium, the
opening up of Kakadu, and the log-
ging of the south-east forests of
NSW. This process will not be
reversed by Ros Kelly's pathenc
altempis 0 be seen as a “dinky di
grecnic”

Most importantly, the pamph
let takes up the many reactionary
solutions being populansed by
Gireen achivisis

The mos! common argument is
that there are 100 many people, and
nol enough resourses (o feed them
all. Thomas Malthus argued this
nearly 200 years ago

Greens who take up Malthus's
ideas ofTer programs 1o lowce pop-
ulanon growth down that mvolve
aftacks on the nghts of ordimary
people. Some accepted as part of
the Green movemen! even argoe
against food shipments 10 starving
["\L1|"'-'|_|I._l'|p|'ll'|'\-I hl'rll.IIﬁF thal “natural
culling” is best for the planet

Yet there is no observahle link
between population growth and
human misery. In the 1%h Cen-
ury, Europe and Nonh Amenca
had record rates of growih in popu-
lation alongside record Increases
in prosperity. And 1aday there 1s

more Lhan enough food 10 go
round.

Green claims that resourses are
finite assume that the use of
resources will either continue at
the present level or increase, that
no substitules will become avail-
able, and that the current state of
technology for extracting
resources will not change.

Yet in 1978 there appeared 1o
be a world cobalt crisis; now there
1s enough for 7500 years of current
usage—in nodules on the sea bed.
Blackie gives other examples 1o
tllustrate that resoursés are oaly
“finite™ if you accepl existing class
relations rather than challenging
their underlying principles.

Left Greens also argue thal the
Third World's only hope is to cut
its bes wilth industralized coun-
tnes. As Blackic wams.,

This is an appailing prospect

Development within national

boundanes has been tnied many

umes Uus cenfury, In Rutsia, il

led from the workers” revolulion

of 1917 1o the oppressicn and ex-

ploilation of forced indusinial-
iration under Stalin.

My only criticism of the

[ﬂl‘l‘lphlcl i thai Lhe sectwe =
rainforest destruction is mislead-

ing and inadequate. Blackie quotes
Fred Pearce, an environmentalist,
who argues that,

|

The idea that the Amaron rain-

forest could disappear within a
decade or w0 ix pomecnss. Away
from the new' moady, the forss

P e it
Though this may be true it's
hardly the main argument thal we
need 1o make. Rainforests control:

.heal and energy balances,

weather and water cycles, and

represerd o vast bank of plant and
animal speckes. Ar & local fevel

they pras ide the bawuc oeeds
fow ... cleas weler, food, sheller,
medicine, fuel, and clothing

Rainforest destruction 15 un-
necessary because there are many
alternanves to tropecal nmber such

as hard wood plantations

Tiv ghbdy dismrss rosmfieess
destruction as ~catastrophism
muases Uhe poui. Ramioresis arc
being destroyed at an alarming
rate in the interests of profil and
Compciion

Despite this flaw

ment tn Crisiz 15 an excellent

Emviron

>

LYNNE O'NEIL reviews
d new pamphlet by
Duncan Blackie

Tf‘-._".- Er;-_ ronment

(N8 sociglist casa =

pamphler. becxuse ar the same
Firyes S gt B Case FOr aving
the environmeni, it puls the blamme
where i reaily belonpe—in A \ap
of pur own ruling class. ln the
process 1 challenges the reachon
ary solulions coming Ifrom

many n the movement

When Marx glimpsed workers' power
THE MARXIST

MARX'S The Civil War in
France was writlen as a
forthright defence of the Parls
Commune of 1871 as lhe
ruling class of Europe was
trying to create a hysterical
reaction agalnst it

Itis not simply a
propaganda sheel, but an
outline of the general
theoretical lessons Marx
learned from the uprising.
The mos| imporiant was Lhal
“the working class cannol
simply lay hold of the ready
made state machinery, and
wield It for its own purposes.”

The Commune was lormed
when “the glorious working
men's Revolulion of the 18th
March took undispuled sway
of Paris.” The masses ol
Parla were armed In the
National Guard because ol
the war againsi Prussia.

The ruling class had fled
from Paris, leaving it open to
attack. Bul they were
desperale to disarm the
masses.

Thiers, a bourgeois depuly
of the Legislative Assembly,
had sent regiments of the
army to seize the artillery of
the Paris National Guard. Bul
the workers, led by working
women, Iraternised wilth the
troops.

General Lecomle had four

times ordered the 81st line

regiment to fire al an
unarmed gathering in the

Place Pigalle, and on their

refusal tiercely insulted

them. Instead of shooling
women and children, his
own men shol him.

CLASSICS

A new series which looks al how the Mar:isl_ tradition
developed and the relevance of the Marxis! classics today.

Marx shows the state, which
seems 1o exisi above sociely,
Is in fact the instrument of
class rule. The underpinning
of this power Is the armed
forces.

The first decree of the

Commune, therefore, was

the suppression of the

standing army, and the
substitution for it of the
armed people.

Marx was lascinaled by the
democralic forms the workers
threw up. Here at last was the
answer to how the working
class could take power from
the capltalists and begin lo
reshape soclely.

ELECTIVE

The Commune was elected
by universal (male) sufirage
and the councillors were
recallable al any lime, with
only short lerms ol office.
Those that made the
decislons had no
bureaucracy to hide behind,
they had to Implement their
policies themselves.

The Commune was (o be a

working, nol a parliamenlary

, execulive and
legislative at the same

time...the police was al

once siripped of its political

attributes, and turned info
the responsible and al afl
times revocable agenl of the

Commune.

It is worth noting thal Marx
was nol immune from the
attitudes of his society. He
did not note the failure of the
Communa to glve women the
vote, even though he refers to
their involvemenl and
heroism several limes.

There Is an article by Mme.
Andre Leo in the paper La
Soclale on 8 May arguing for
women lo be given their
rights as part of the
revolution, so the question
was raised at the time by
women themselves.

The state was separated
from the church, and
education made secular,
based nol on religion, bul
science. All public servanls,
including magistrates and
judges were lo be “eleclive,
responsible, and revocable.”

Perhaps \here is a lesson In
it for the Hawke government
and all those braying aboul
reducing governmenl
spending;

The Commune... made

cheap governmenl a realily,

by destroying the hwo

grealest sources of

expenditure—the standing
army and Stale
funclionarism.

But cheap governmen! was
nol its aim, merely a
consequence.

Its true secrel was this. [t

was essenltially a working-

class government, the
product of the struggle of
the producing against the
appropriating class, the
political form at lasl
discovered under which fo
work out the economic
emancipation of labour.

The Commune was openly
and demonstrably
internationalisl. They made a
German worker the Minister
of Labour and pul two Poles
al the head of tha defence of
Paris.

ATTACKED

And like many revolutions
after tham, they attacked the
symbols of what ihey hated
most, pulling down the
Vendome column, describing
it as;

a monumenl of savagery, 8

symbol of brute force and

false glory, an affirmalion of
mifitarism...an obiding

Insult of the conquerors lo

the vanquished.

This, when they were
threalened by invasion by the
Prusslan army!

Afier two months, Lhe
Communé was defeated by

the government in Versallles.
Marx had commeanled in a
letier he wrote during the
Communa that they should
have marched immediately
on Versallles. He predicled
that If bealen, it would be
because of the workers’ oo
good nature.

Marx's admiration for the
workers—thelr lavel ol
grganisation, thelir
democracy, and thelr
herolsm—I3 boundless.

He is also unbending in his
scathing accounts of the
barbarity and brulal savagery
of the ruling class whao shol
prisoners with no mercy
while the Communards could
nol bring themselves o
Instigate reprisals.

Evenlually, when the
Commune was defealed, lens
of thousands were
slaughtered and the leaders
werae hounded oul of France,
incarcerated lor decades In
the most horrible of jails, or
transporied to places like
New Caledonia.

Clearly, any fulure workers'
uprising would have 1o be
prepared to defend itsell
against the brutality and
ferocity of a ruling class
under atlack.

These lessons were nol
wasled, They were ultimately
realised In the victory ol the
Russlan working class In
Oclober, 1917. Lenin’s Stale
gnd Revolution, written just

or lo the insurrection,
E:lnﬁ heavily on The Civil War
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. SR in tem iinindmhcn:hg
in the Ceniral Commiuee, or struggles in the
leadership—Gorbachey versus Ligachev,

IVE YEARS of perestroika have
left the USSR a radically different

place. Shops are emplier, short-

ages more widespread, ethnic and
regional unrest almost uni\'ersal_.

Indeed according to Time magazinc, pere-
stroika is no longer about the restructunng of
centralized socialism, but is destruction. It
would be asking altogether 100 much of Time to
understand the state capitalist nature of the econ-
omies of Russia and its satellites. Nonetheless
y ¢l the poinL.
youﬂgﬁ pcrhp:ps nothing so graphically demon-
ctrates the radical change that has taken piace as
a recent Moscow News siory about a strike in
Sol-Tletsk (a salt mine of all places) t]'la_l rql'nni.
as if it was the most ordinary kind of thing in the
world, “As usual the strike commillee. ..ousted
the administration and pul up pickeis at the
entrance 10 the mine.” o

Another article records a public meeting 1n
the Central Artists” Club with representalives
from G

various parties and public organisanons,
including democrats, socialists, social
democrals, constitutional and free demo-
crats. the Democratic Platform [hiberals
inside the Communist Party] and anar-
chisis.

For years and years, commentalors looked 10
changes in the line up of bureaucrals on lop of
Lenin’s mausolenm at state functions for |m|1|-
cations of the prospects for change in the Soviet
hierarchy. There were left and right vanations in
this approach in what otherwise pass.led as analy-
sis. bul as Patrick Cockbumn puls it in his book,
Getting Russia Wrong, the End of Kremlinolagy,
one of the consequences

is an exaggeraled focus on the Politburo

of government, as if the

- MERSENLINE PO

Gorbachev versus Yelisin, elc.

The left was just as guilty of assuming “that

initiatives must come from the top down™. Tarig

All wrote of Gorbachev as leading a political

revolation “from above™. In Australia, we have
wilnessed similar propositions’in the pages of
Direct Action, until it was completely impossible
10 ignore the mass disaffection with Gorbachev
made evident by demonstrations of hundreds of
thousands in the streets of Moscow.

Then Yeltsin goi a go, until without so much
as a “by your leave™, he prompily left the Com-
munist Party and was no longer therefore able to
lead the “progressive reformist current” they so
desperately wanted to see mn the CPSU. The
baton was once again handed 10 a somewhat
tamished Gorbachey.

ART OF the problem for both left

and right versions of Kremlin-

ology was thal, in Cockburn’s
words again, they were “hampered by a
methodology which had an inbuilt bias
towards the belief that Soviet society can-
not and does not change.”

This is not the place to go into an analysis of
the left vaniant of this argument. Chris Harman's
review of Emest Mandel's book. Beyond Pere-
stroika, in Internatioal Socialism joumal, No 47,
goes over the state capitalist analysis in some
detail. Suffice it to say here that in Mandel, there
15 no explanation of the dynamic of the Russian
economy. Mandel himself has gone from glow-
ing accounts of the indefinite possibilities of the
Russian economy— “All the laws of develop-
men! of the capitalist economy which provoke a
slow down in the speed of economic growth are
eliminated "0 being confronted and having to
admit 1o the stark reality of “crisis"”.

With no explanation of the dynamic of the
economy, their atiention is focused in one way
or another on the bureaucracy. It has, however,
become obvious that the arguments between
Gorbachev and Yeltsin, Ryzhkov and Popov,
Abalkin and Shalalin, are nol arguments of sub-

A stance, about whether there should be privatis-

stion, or about price rises, but rather about the
%y they should be camied oul

Farewell Peresiroika, documents the rise of the
mass movements, the Popular Froms, the poliu-
cal clubs, the informal groups and the indepen-
dent trade umons. For Kagarlitsky, the “epoch of
perestroika...of contradictory and impolent
reforms “from above' inducing euphona among
intellectuals and rapture among the Westem
press..." has ended in a different sense.

It has been a period of breakdown passed
off as reforms, and of reforms which have
only led lo breakdown... Perestroika has
ended by ruming into bloody chaos. But
the real fight is only just beginning...the
masses are beginning to grasp much berter
who are their enemies and who are on their
side.

AREWELL PERESTROIKA isa
valuable and enthralling start on

telling the story of perestroika
from below.

The book begins in 1988 with the rise of the
inforrmal groups. the beginning of public protest,
and the emergence of Pushkin Square in Mos-
cow as a focus for informal organisation, discus-
sion and demonstration.

Anyone who has been involved with political
groups of any kind will sympathise with
Kagarlitsky's accounis of the discussion associ-
ated with the early days of the Moscow Popular
Froni. After representatives of 18 groups drafl o
“Public Mandare™ for presentation 1o the 19th
Party Conference, the arguments begin around
the removal of the word “socialism™ from all
Popular Front documents.

The arguments emerged in a different way
some days later when two of the groups, Com
mune (a group of anarcho-syndicalisis) and Cyvil
Dignity met with the City Prosecutor and apreed
to abide by the decree banning the use of Pushkin
Square. The deal the City Proseculor offered was
10 sanction an alternative demonstration in an
other pan of the city which, surprise surprise,
was a long way [rom the cily centre with few
passers-by etc. More arguments.

In the end the demonstration went ahead
(withoul the minority groups) and 25 June

the real binh of the Popular Front in the capital
OUn 21 Avgust, Democratic Union held a

demonsiration to proiest the invasion of Czecho-

Isky % new book, )

“became a kind of political symbol, the day of

Cetoe ok Tn 20 Yenrs Before. Trsyas brutally stiackaed
by Special Forces troops. Scores of people were
beaten and arrested. Later that day, a group of
Popular Front activists set oul 10 obiain the
release of those detained. They were confronted
by more Special Forces troops and ardered to
leave. In response to prolests at the order, one of
the “servants of law and order™ quips, “Have you
been reading too much Gorbachev?™

HE STORIES in the book speak

for themselves as mass move-

ments grow and confront the rul-
ing circles of society.

As they sinve to come o grips with the
demands of building the movements and 1aking
them forward, they are forced to try and work out
whal kind of political organisation is necessan
o carry oul the tasks -

Kagarlitsky describes the dynamic of the
movements as they push against the constrainis
of the existing authorities and confront the limi-
tations of their own ideas. The Moldavian Dem-
ocratic Movement, for example, emerges
inspired by the ideas of the Baltic Popular Fronis
and their demands for national rights, only 10
meel the organised repression of the Moldavian
Communist Pany

The official violence, as is the case in many
other places as well, “far from stabilizing the
situation, only reinforced radical moods uf|'|=;!1g
the masses.” Kagarlitsky goes on

Whereas the mass democratic and national
moavemenis al lirst strove (o acl within the
framework of official legality and per
ceived themszelves as relormisl move
ments, the lawlessness of the authorinies
has brought about a transition 10 revo
[utionary methods of « Irugele. In acony o |
sation with cormes pondé n|-.'lr--n| Viechernn
Kishinev, one of those asked the quesiion
whether he knew that the 12 March meet

Ing was unauthonzed, responded, “The
Ocober Revolution was also unauthor
wzed.”

And so Lhe

loTy go&s on, descnbing the
development of a movement from below thai
{akes on a hife of its own, the mass enthusiasm
which acccompanied the Congress of People’s
Deputies in 1989, drawing hundreds of thous
ands, millions perhaps, into political activity

across the USSR, and the mass disillusionmeni
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with Gorbachev that followed his performance
at the Congress. ILis the beginning of the end of

perestroika.

Henceforth the masses will not listen wi!h
hope or trepidation to what is happening in
the Congress; but the deputies will have 1o
react to the stormy evenls oceurring in the
country and which are pa.usingllhem by
...over the pai-lmt-nth-s.pcnplcdmcm-crcd
a Taith in themselves, and they had no
intention of giving up one iola of their
righis. .
In some ways the high point of the book 15 ils

description of the self-activity of the miners’
strike commitices in 1989,

The strikes had definitively shown the
groundlessness of hopes in a peaceful par-
liamentary and evolutionary path of mr:sd-
erate reform of which both progressive
Party functionaries and Moscow Iib-:_rais.
had dreamed. .. In fact, in the strike regions
4 situation of dual power came into being.
“Although the commiltees reject pow er_."
wrote Literaturnaya Gazeta, “they have in
fact had 1o assume some of the functions
of soviets. Complaints from citizens,
which previously would have been sent to
Pary organizations and Soviels, now
come fo the Kemerovo town strike com-
millee.”
What was happening was much closer
1o a revolutionary crisis than L0 “restruc-
tring” or (o the repeatedly promised but
not delivered “revolution from above™.

The other theme of the book is that of the
struggle of political organisations desperately
trying to keep up with the tasks presented b;.' [1\16
rapidly developing social cnisis and the limit-
ations of the Popular Fronts, as broad move-
ments united by what they are against—the rule
of the Communist Party, the command system—

rather than what they are for. The Popular Fronts
organiscd largely as elecioral movements had

| widespread support amongst workers, but work-

ers
wowere generally in a minority wWith very
lile influence over the Front's activity
...and remained very distant from the day-
10-day problems of people in preduction.

Consequently the Popular Front “was incap-
able of resolving the tasks of free trade unions or
of substituting for a Socialist Party.™

INCE Kagarlitsky wrote this

book, the economic and social

crisis of the USSR has deepened
and the struggle grown more extensive.

The country's fate is no longer being decided
by the deputies, government think-tanks or the
burcaucrats, Every republic now has mass move-
ments demanding national rights, some in open
revoll; the influence of Sotsprof (Association of
Socialist Trade Unions) and other independent
trade unions has grown: sinkes are more wide-
x[}[t_‘th_l

The process of political clanification has con-
tinued as well, as activists respond to the political
demands of the struggle. In June this year,
Kagarlitsky took part in the founding of a new
Socialist Pany of the USSR,

Farewell Peresiroika 15 a 1estament 1o the
potential for a real struggle against burcaucralic
rulers of all Kinds, capable of transforming the
present system and building a genuine socialis
sociely from below

W iwel Fera la by Bowrh Kegarfady, W00

BORIS KAGARLITSKY
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Australia 1917: from

By Mick
Armstrong

world war to class war

HEN World War I was
declared in August 1914,
Australia seemed to be en-
gulfed by a wave of patriotic fervour.

There were spontaneous pro-war demon-
strations and tens of thousands rushed to enlist
Stnikes were called off, rioters anacked German-
owned businesses and German-bom workers were
sacked from their jobs.

While press and pulpit beat the drum, ALP
leaders attempied to out-do them for chauvinism.
Andrew Fisher, soon to be elected Labor Prime
Minister, made his famous vow 1o “fight 1o the last
man and the last shilling™ for the British Empire.

Many on Lhe left were shocked and demoralised
by this stance, and the collapse of European social
democracy into pro-war chauvinism. But they
should not have been surprised. As early as 1910
Labor's future wartime Defence Minister Senator
Pearce had declared thai:

...1he party to which he belonged was trying
to realise the high idzals of humanity. There
was no surer guarantee for working out those
ideals than the Union Jack, the symbol of the
British Empire. They had to look funther
afield than the mere defence of Australia, and
be prepared to defend that flag and all
represented.

Yet within the space of three years, Australia
was 1o be rocked by a grear wave of upheavals thar
were (o continue into 1920. The high points were
the 1917 NSW General Sinke and the massive
campaigns which defeated the two conscription
referenda.

The Labor Party would split in the face of mass
insurgent demonstrations, armed street clashes, the
formation of Labor Volunteer Armics and strike
after strike putside the control of union oMcialdom._

Many, both on the left and right of the political

SPEECTr, W B I e
T How dld'lﬂ:?ﬂ.ﬂj:lﬁt umaround occur and

why didn’t this, the greatest social cnisis ever in
Ausiralian history, end in revolution?

Recovering
from defeats

O BEGIN to answer these ques-

tions it is necessary to briefly

trace the development of the
working class movement in the pre-war
J’Eﬂrs.

The union movement had been badly shattered
by the defeat of the great stnkes of the early 1890s
and the long drawn out Depression from which
there was no sustained recovery unul 1906. In
response the official movement had embraced Arbi-
tration and parhiamentary Labonsm.

However after 1906 there was a rapid recovery
in industrial militancy and the growth of syndical-
ism with its emphasis on militant direct action and
scom for parliament.

The miners led the way. The 13,000 or so NSW
coal miners and the fewer than 9,000 Broken Hill
metal miners accounted for three-quarters of all
strike days in the pre-war upsurge. They emerged
as clearly the most militant and most politically
advanced section of the class and consequently
developments in the mines were central throughout
this period.

The pre-war upsurge peaked in |09 withan 18
week Newcastle coal miners strike which was sav-
agely defeated, and a four month lockout of Broken
Hill miners. However by 1914 the movement had
bounced back from these sethacks and indeed the
war interrupted a new surge of struggle.

With the war, most strikes were immediately
called off or collapsed—though not all. NSW South
Coast miners fought on despile the patniotic euphor-
ia and there was a virual mutiny by seamen aboard
the troopship Kanowna over Lheir water allowance.

Still the general mood in the working class was
undoubiedly pro-war and the level of sinkes
plunged by half in 1915, There was a high level r::-I'
enlistment amongst unionised workers. Even in
some pits, the workers forced 1he sacking of Ger-
mans and the Broken Hill miners’ paper initially
100k a pro-war stance, :

Still the extent of pro-war enthusiasm should not
be exaggerated. Most participants in pro-war
demonstrations were middle class. Many workers
who enlisted did so for ecOnOmIc reasons as un-
employment doubled to 1 1'% by the end of 1914 due
to the wartime disruption of trade.

ARMED police open fire on a demonstration in support of striking Townsville meatworkers in
June 1919. The period was marked by violeni class struggles.

War fever
wanes

PONTANEOUS p-lriﬂlllrl_n;:-

ery ved.
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mount a massive propaganda offensive to

maintain recruitment and impose drac-

onian censorship regulations to hide the
horrors of war.

One example: in late 1914 the government
released a film of German “atrocities”™ in Belgium
It had been shot “on locabon™ outside the Sydney
gas works.

Most workers had naively expected the war 1o
be a smashing victory—all over in a few shon
months. As the death toll mounted the mood be-
came more subdued. Casualties undermined morale
inside the army itself. There was a wave of noting
by soldiers in army camps all across Australia in
1916. By August 1916 recruitment had collapsed.

The new Labor Prime Minister, Billy Hughes,
now increasingly campaigned for the introduction
of conscription. :

One symptom of the trend was the fa]lﬂflf' in
church artendance. From the commencement of the
war, Protestant pulpits were draped with the Union
Jack and it was difficull at times to distinguish
between sermons and calls for recruits. Whilst
respectable middle class socrety revelled in this
jingoism workers were increasingly repulsed. Sol-
diers who had seen the slaughter in the renches
tumned sharply away from religion.

At the same time working class reseniment was
building up over a serics of eCONOMIC ENEVANCTS—
unemployment and prices were spiralling while
wages were held down. Workers were angry al the
massive wartime profiteering, which saw shipping

ts alone multiply rwelve-fold between 1913
and 1916,

For a period high levels of unemployment,
which undermined workers' confidence to fight,
helped hold these frustrations in check. The first
cerious outbreak of unrest came on the Melbourne
wharves in late 1915 culminating in a strike in early
1916, in defiance of union officialdom, to stop the
export of wheat while the price of bread was sohigh
al home.

5till this should not be interpreied as a stnke
against the war itself; the mood al this stage was
more one of demanding equality of sacnifice. Pro-
war senfiment continued to hold workers in check.

This was reflected in January 1916 when 2,000
coal miners on the NSW South Coast, under the
leadershipof syndicalist militants, struck for shorter
hours in defiance of their left officials. The continu-
ing pauiuticnmdnmtlh:rrouldnntpullmuh:
northern miners and isolated, were forced back 1o
work.

In the last half of 1916 however this mood began
1o sharply change. Indusirial grievances Were now
re-inforced by political ones.

1

Easter 1916saw the brutal crushing by British
troops of the Dublin upnsing. The execution of the

mimoricy of the working class.
them against the war

Howewer ia was the grosing Yorem ol CumsCTUp-
tion that was 1o cohere the whole class in an enor-
mous mass movement. Workers saw conscnption
as a threal to union organisation and bioerly
opposed the unfaimess of conscripting labour when

there was no conscription of capital

Miners in the

vanguard

ROKEN HILL was in the van-
guard. Initially the miners had
been on the backfoot; half the
workflorce had been sacked at the oul-
break of war as the main market for ore

was Germany and Belgium.

This unemployment led to a high level of enlist-
ment and provoked a wave of anti-German and
anti-immigrant racism.

Anti-war militants here, just as in the rest of
Australia, were al first a tiny, isolated minonty. Al
one farewell for enlisted men in éarly Sepiember
1914, socialists who booed and hooted were
attacked by bystanders who chased them to the
Socialist Hall and attempted to smash it up.

But despite this the miners’ union, the AMA,
under socialist and syndicalist influence began (o
campaign agansi the war. Quile sensibly they
linked their anti-war agitanion 10 the miners’ eco-
nomic grievances. Agitation (o cease paying rent ull
the war was over led in 1915102 gt;:cﬂm‘l: ﬂnli?pagc
of rent payments. The major issue that the militants
began 1o organise around was the shorler working
week, .
In May 1915, amove tostnke for a 44 hour week
was defeated due to the continuing strength of pro-
war senliment amongst the rank and file. However
by now the militants had cohered, as one observer
pat it, as a “vociferous, uncompromising and well
organized” minonry.

By October they were on the march. The under-
ground mipers formed a separale commitlec,
headed by leading socialists and syndicalisis. They
broke with both the more conservalive surface
workers and their own officials, despite them being
easily the maost left wing inlhccuunl‘.ry.and:tful-:d
to work Saturday aftemoons. Their slogan was: If
you want a 44 hour week lake 7. ;

The bosses responded with sackings and this
provoked a month long strike. The extremely deter-
mined and well organised underground miners sl
upmﬂ!ﬁcimnimpmrﬂﬁrwillmdwupmf
the workforce. After bilter clashes on the pickel
lines with the pro-war engine drivers, they closed
down the mines. _

the war effor as it threatened munitions production.
As one bourgeois commentalor put it

It implied an unequivocal rejection of all
appeals to parriofism, arbitration, and the public
interest in favour of the assertion of their rights hy
force

Precisely!

The strike had little support outside Broken Hill
and even in the town itself the underground miners
were n a mmornty. However their bargaining pos-
ILEOn Was strong, a5 with the shifi 1o war production
the mincs were making massive profits and the
governmeni badly needed their output.

I hey had a smashing victory. A munoriy within
4 MINCTIly had broken ||'||'-:l-.j_:|:"|- This economic VIC-
Lory noWw gave a major boosi o the political strugple
against the war. The ideas of the anli-war socialisis

who had led the strike began to obtain a resonance

The Labor
Volunteer Army

N JULY 1916, in the face of the
growing threat of conscription, the
militants launched the Labor Volun-
teer Army.
The 2.000 draft-aged workers who enrolled in
the LVA mn Broken Hill all took the followmg oath

I...being fully convinced that conscnption of
life and labour in Australia will be a death
blow o organised [abour and will resultin the
workers of this land crushed info subjection

The strike was widely perceived as undermining

by a capitalist mulitary oligarchy, do herchy
plodge myself to the working clase of s

ralia bhad F will mood sorve & & CONE T

{indusmal or military) and that [ will resist by

EVery ThERn VN MYy pORETT Ty svermps o
compel me of any of my comrades. . 1o break
this pledge, even though il may mean my
imprisonment or death, and [ take this pledge
voluntanly and freely, knowing that if | break
it | will be branded as a traitor to my class.

The LVA soon grew info a huge mass move-
meni. In August 1916 after Empire loyalists
attacked an anti-conscription meeting, 10,000 out
of a Broken Hill population of just 30,000 rallied to
denounce them.

There followed weekly, one-day stoppages
against conscription and a series of monster demon-
strations. [n the wake of this campaign Iwo leading
militants, Percy Brookfield and Mick Considine,
were clected 1o parliament in the place of the local
Labor MPs who had not taken a strong stance
agains! conscriplon.

The Broken Hill example spread 1o the capital
cities with strikes against conscription and the for-
mation of Labor Volunieer Armies. On 4 October
1916 there was a nationwide anli-conscnption
slopwork. .

Up until about August the Empire loyalists hu;d
held control of the streets of the main cities. Physi-
cal artacks, particularly by soldiers, made it difficult
to hold anli-conscripiion meetngs. . -

On 13 August, at a 100,000 strong rally in the
Sydney Domain, anti-conscription soldiers joined
with working class demonstrators to drive off the
right wing mob. The tide was beginning to tum.

In Brishane a big clash in early October, involy-
ing shooting between soldiers and armed workers,
Jed 1o (he formation of a Labor Volunteer Armmy.
The following week the LVA defeated attacks by
rioling soldiers. g iy 0

From now on, it was the pro-conscnplionists
whose meetings were consistently broken up. Just
one example: in the noth Queensland town of
Bundaberg 1,000 rioted againsi a pro-conscnplion
meeting badly injuring the speaker—a former
Labor munuster.

In Brishane, during & parsde of drafiees two
days hefmm:pdl.mmmmwhnhad
refused o attest stood on the balcony of the Queens-
land Irish Club and called to the marchers below,
“How are you going to vote?”. They were greeted
with & roar of “No!” from the reluctant roops.

The narrow NO victory in the referendum on 28
Ociober, in um served o decpen the cconomic
struggle.

An all out coal strike in November was marked
by a high level of rank and file involvement. After
overtuming a compromise proposal by their offi-
cials they won a smashin g victory, both shorter
hours and a 20% wage increase.

Massive unrest now increasingly spread oul
fgmuhenﬁuﬂuhum'i‘hnmw
victories by shearers. meatworkers and many other
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of workers.
In August 1917 came the first demonstration for

an immediate prace.

The left’s

weaknesses

() FAR, | have stressed the enor-
mous strengths of the insurgent
movement. Now we have 10 exam-
ine its weaknesses if weare to understand

subsequent sethacks.

Inside the anti-conscription campaign. the far
1t bath socialists and syndicalists. tended 1o tal
the leadership of the movem<nl Al the nanonsl
level this was dominated by fairly moderate, Labor
anti-conscriplionists, feminists and pacifists.

This limited the militanis’ capacity 10 hamess
{he massive anti-Conscrplion sentiment for outnght

ition to the impenalist war.
op;)_crrshl_b IS most c]e:t:} seen over the issue of rac-
ism. The mainstream of the campaign. includimg
prominent pacifists and feminists like Adela
Pankhurst. raised as a central queshon the bogey of
“coloured™ labour being imported if conscnplion
was introduced. This argument had broad populist
|. Pro-conscriplion meelings wert mmmml:!_
disrupted by demonstraiors yelling that “niggers
were (o replace white workers sent to the fronl.
The far left. including even the normally anh-
racist Industrial Workers of the World, weni along
with this macist agiation. Even 0 Broken Hﬂl.
where the campaign was dominated by the miliant
left. the racist bogey was raised. : &
This inevitably limited the anti-capitalist
dynamic of the campaign. Instead n:_n" _cmpha:-'usmg a
class-hased. internationalist opposIIOn [0 WAr, the
{ar left helped channel the movement MO NATOW
nationalism. _ ]
Furthermore by not challenging racism al this
stage, the far lefi Jeft open the space for a subsequent
right wing. racist, Red-scare campaign. In 1919 a

large. fascist-style movement was mobilised
gains! il p shevik, Russian commun-

the card system—a form of speed up. Huj-m:n.:f:r tltm;
was bul one symptom of the burgecning disconten
m::t:':éf sympathy action rapidly "P.FF“".‘ the
strike to involve, in all. 76,000 workers in NSW and
20,000 in solidaniy interstate. There was a .hllgh
degree of rank and file involvement and ljhf spint
of the stnikers was insurgent Mu-.th;xdﬂm;h:::hcr.
in defiance of the union burcaucracy Of before they
were officially called out. The government [es-
ponded with a well co-grdinated scabbing operalion
ve o FESS10n.
md;h: Jrr;;;r:.ff of the official ttrjl'c <:J:s1"|'ll_rrnr1;||:r
was totally inept and cowardly. Yel despite the
militant mood of the strikers and their broad papul]._u
support, no lef challenge was mounted to the olf-
G 1
kml‘:‘i-idlli':-‘:i‘? proved incapable of mtervening o
offer a road forward. No socialist organisation had
cohered 1o agitate to spread the strike, [0 initiale the
formation of a rank and file stnke commitiee, 10
co-ordinate mass picketing and most imporantly,
to give a political direction 10 the movement.

So when the selloul came, despite eNONMOoUS
rank and file opposilicn, especially by scamen and
miners who stayed out for a month afier the rai Iway
workers resumed work, the officials managed 10
reassent their control. The workers were divided up
and forced back. union by union.

This defeat was a key turming point as the Gen-
eral Strike had the potential 10 EO forward (0 an
uumnhtchallmgclm:apualﬁm.Th.:tt potential was
blown and what followed was the widespread
victimisation of thousands of miliants.

The revolt
grows

TILL, the revolt was not over yel.

The militant minority had been
tempered by the General Str:il-:e

and was now a rapidly growing minority.
While 1918 saw a sharp retreat on the industrial
front, in 1919 there was a further upsurge. The need

e the union movement along Oghung
1o re-organisc the unic 4. The idea of the

.

very few Australian socialists with any real under-
standing of the politics of the Bolsheviks. The clear-
est were the local Russian Communists, bul their
sumbers were small and they were secn in the

\
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ABOVE: Anﬁry women besiege Sydney's
Parliament House in support of the 1917
strikers. LEFT: The revolulionaries of the
IWW gather in Sydney's Domain o spread
their ideas.

The system

restabilises

OWEVER, by the early 1920s
Australian capitalism had been
restabilised. In part this wasdue
to victory in the war which took some of
the sting out of anti-war feeling.

As well the Labor Party, following the split with
the pro-conscriplionists, deliberately sought 1o pro-

ject a more left wing image. This better enabled it
1o channel working class aspiralions into directions

LETTERS

State capitalism rankles

IT WAS only recently that | was able 10 pick up a
copy of The Socialist and only on reading it through
did it twig with me that The Socialisr belongs 1o the
same group of people who “intervened” at the Socialis
Scholars Conference,

Really “intervens™ is too productive a word for a
relentless barrage of irrele van broken records pumped
out by the same platform several times during thal
conlerence within the scope of question and discussion
periods. Some of us were interested in a discussion; we
didn’t travel all the way 1o Sydney o be patromised or
lectured somewhal pedantically.

However, | suppose it is your right 1o out (alk
anyone else in discussion but what bugs me most is
your insisience on a slale capitalist perspective. Whilst
there are many views on the nature of the Soviet
Union—now and yesterday—I| see thal as a natural
product of a diverse left drawing its ideas from many
sources. Bul you embrace this one aspect of your
oullook as some con of raison d efre—what Manx
called a shibboleth—which differentiates you from
everyone else,

As [ recall, even Mao Zedong was a state capitalist,
but Mao never insisted that that was what made him a
Maoisl. 5o this makes me wonder why you scem o
unwilling to air your other policies with the same
adamancy of your view of the Soviet Union—maybe
they aren’t so different from anyone elses? Maybe
instead of spurting out a set line you may have 1o enler
a dialogue with other activists like myself. | belong to
no political panty and while | have been back in this
country only a shor time | do get sick of lell wing
groups such as yours serling up particular points to
differentiate themselves from all the other left wing
Eroups.

What matters, | suggest, is nol what you say—any-
one can wank on—bul whal you do and ["ve yel 10 see
the ISO do much more than tell me (ever so loadly)
that | should be a state capitalist. If I want to be sold a
religion I'll go down the road, thankyou.

—Denis Olsen, Rosebud (Vic)

Kautsky’s
warning correct

UST FOR the record, | am not pessimistic aboul
change—as Phil Griffiths seems to imply in his
commentary on the Socialist Scholars Conference in

The Socialist

welcomes letlers and reporls
from our readers.

Please write to: PO Box A338,
Sydney South, NSW 2000

Lelters MUST include a conlacl address and
phone number so thal we can verify
authorship, and discuss any changes that may
be necessary. Letiers may be cul for lengith

lasi month's Socialisr (#242).

And whilst i1 is true that both Robin Blackbom and
mysell did quote Kauisky, we did so for very differeni
purposes. | wanted 1o siress Kautsky's warming that the
aftiempt 1o build socialism in a backward country
would lead Lo state capitalism. This is in {ac what has
happened; it is even what The Socialist thinks has
happened, and 1t remains nol the less true for having
been said by Karl Keutsky

The major source of inspiration for my intervention
al the Conference wasn'l so moch Kautskyism in par-
ticular as classical Marxism in general. | wanied o
contras! the way in which Kautsky and Luxemburg and
Marx himself ssw the prospects for social revolution
as dependent on the development of the productive
forces with the twenticth century habil, shared by
Stalinism. Trofskyism and Western Mamism, of un-
derstanding revolution as essentially a tnumph of the
revolutionary will. In retrospect, we can see that Marx
was right and almost all forms of twenticth century
“revisionism” disastrously wrong.

Mouch of what | had to say about the connections
between Leninism and Stalinism also drew on ageang
back numbers of Infernanional Socialism (first senies ),
especially Michael Kidron on impenialism, Nigel Har-
ris on the continuingly progressive role of the bour-
geoisie, middle peniod Tony Chiff on Luxembarg and
on deflecled permanent revolation, Duncan Hallas on
party and class, Peter Sedgwick on Victor Serge. This
was an excellent journal and | heartily recomment o 10
all your readers (then is & nearly foll set in the Monash
University library)

My central argument aboul the connection be-
tween Leninism and Stalinism s a straight Lift from
Victor Serge: “It is often sad that ‘the germ of all
Stalinism was in Bolshevism ai its beginning . Well |
have no objection. Only, Bolshevism also contained

many other germs...~ | was introdisced 1o this position
by my reading of, amorgst others, Sedgwick and
Hallss in, of course, International Socialism
Your organisation’s insidlence that Lenimiemn has
absolutely nothing to do wilh Stalinism, and that Le-
ninism is absolutzly nght sbout absolutely everything,
not oaly Mies in the face of hstorical reality, il also
denies all that is bewt in your own polincal tradition,
Perhaps the Brotish 5WP's bom again Leninism can be
yostified a5 & response to the coincidence of Thatcher-
ism and Bennery. B in Aostralia il serves only o
immgnise you from reality itself. Which is why so
many (though not all) of your comrades made such
fools of themselves &t the Conference
—Andrew Milner, Melbourne

Rap oft

NWNE KENNELLY's review of the Latest Public

Enemy album Fear of a Black Planer (The So-
cializr 824 1) is completely off the planetl. Fock knows
how the can enjoy sifting down and relaxing  Public
Encmy s music “after a shitty day @ work™

As s woman snd a Jew | find their music intaling
and danperous: becamse of (heir strong slance agains!
anli-Black raciun, many poople overlook or exciuse
their anti-semidism a&nd scxism

To start wath, | am surprised that Anne Kennelly
did pot mention that the tradition of Black mulitancy
which Public Enemy comes from s profoundly misog-
ymist—a fact which cannat be altered by one line in
one of their songs. Mot of their music is aggressively
macho.

I also Mnd that Anne Kennelly's explanation of the
group’s anti-semitism is nol very convincmng. The
Jewish Defense Organisation may have organired rac-
ist pickets outside Public Enemy gigs, but that docs not
excuse Public Enemy s own, anti-Jewish, racism

Their anti-semitism does not, as Anne Kennelly
soggests, stem from their Black nationalism. When
they amack Jews, they are merely Lpping into one of
the oldest and oglics! racist conspiracy (heones, as
evidenced by leading member Professor Gnfls state-
ment that Jews ae respomsible for “the majority of

wickedness that goes on across the globe™

The Socialist should review the Yeasue Girls—an
all-women, feminist-inspired rap band, which m as
least as radscal as Public Encmy. Perbaps you could
consider the gender politics behind the Yeastie Girls

low profile, as compared 1o the publicity given o
all:male Public Enemy.

Even if you question their feminist podities, I'm
sure you would find that their music is preferable o the
anifi-semitic, homophobic and sexist shit that Public
Enemy rap oul

—HNaoml Hauptman, Melbourne.

Tech teachers
weren’t scabs

M‘r’ ARTICLE on the Victorian ieachens” dispute
in the last issoe of The Socialisr (#241) con-
lained an unfortunale implication which | wizh o
corTect

| did not imiend 1o argue that members of the
techmical teschers” cruon who did nol join he second-
ary teachen” sinke were scabs, nor that the VSTA
keadership was wholly blameless for the divisions be-
rween (he eacher untons which have undermined cur
campaign against the culs -

Al the time | wrote the original armicle (which was
somewhial longer), il looked as though the VSTA, in
response 1o pressure from: below, wis more seniods
about fighting the cuts than the FTUV. In that context,
| argeed for ental suppon of the V3TA campaign
rather than calling it off or watering it down for Lhe
sake of unity. However, thal siluation has now changed
(see my aricke on page 6]

The people who are caught in the middle are those
teachers in schools where there are branches of both
unions, due to restructonng and school amalgama.
trons. A few months ego. this was not a problem, as the
umons were planning to merge anyway. and the teach-
ers often acied asa single branch. The current divisions
between the union leaderships, and the cxisience of
scparaie campaigns, puts these leachers in a temble
position. [t i entirely to the credit of many of these
teachers that they have conlinued o act in a united
fashion, supporting each other’s strikes and other ac-

tivities. Thos is how real unity has o be bt
Unforunately, the rift ai the 10p is so deep that both
leaderships have resorted o abuse of each other and
talk of poaching each other”s members. Nothing posi-
five can be expected from that direction in the shont
HETTTL H:.-Iﬂ_|:1|_-.||;.. ; \.-_‘:ll:.]_.!fi'l;- [romm below will ev Eﬂ!l.'l.]“}

create unily based on fighting our COMMOonN coomy.
—Tess Lee Ack,

oy £y _‘]“..-- e T o .-.---'.-'ir.::-_::,“_": | -r-._- huds e and i “ .li.m‘ of th o A i
0 Win et ior after tants firsily engaged e o Mmm'm

i the sull-bom Industnal Socialist Labor Pany.
11 was not until late 1920 that a Communist party
began 1o get off the ground. By the ime this process
had been worked through the second wave of

less threalening 1o capital. «

The forces of the right which had been thrown
onto the defensive in 1917 now rearganmised. They
I TouTred e fusious. Red-scare campaign backed up

by huge paramilitary mobilisations which intimi-
dated many workers. Furthermore the economy
began pick up after the wanime disruption in the

Militants begin
observer pul it
Apocalypse was inthe air in 1918 as workers,
daily expecting peace, read ecstalic accounts
of “Russia’s stupendous historic achieve-

p— s .5

Eaniing the cxistng Crafl unions ino 8 more
tant, centralised and industry-based One Big

| Union.

| Alternatively. the TWW stood for building &

! totally new revolutionary onion.

REVIEW |

e Australizn Conservation Foundalion partici-

which selectad the technology

workers {ace defeal and demoralisalion, they are un
likely 1o be atiracted to revolubionary politics 50

tionaries could not so casily look to the East for an

The fire
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Limits of

syndicalism

HIS RELIANCE on unions as the
revolutionary instrument limited

the militants’ capacily to effec-

tively challenge the politics of Laborism.
This became most obvious in the biggest and

’muﬂhmmrt struggle of the penod, the 1917 NSW
General Strnike. The General Stnike staned amongst

metalworkers in the railway workshops. The fonmal
issue was the attempt by the rmilways to introduce

ment .

In Townsville retumed soldiers were openly
jeered in the sireels and told “1o take off tha badge
of slavery™ (ie their RSL badge). In Brishane
wounded soldiers campaigning for nght wing can-
didales in the 1918 elections were pelted with
slones,

Some of the syndicalist militants began 10 see
the need to go beyond trade union militancy Lo build
a political altemative to the ALP. This trend was
spurred on by the impact of the Bolshevik Revo-
lution in Russia. But this process ook lime 1o work
its way through. Old syndicalist prejudices got in
the road of political clanfication.

This was not helped by the fact that there were

struggle was largely over.

1919 saw an explosion of economic struggles
over wages and the threal of post war unemploy-
ment. Broken Hill was again in the forefront. After
an |8 month lockout the miners won the 35 hour
week, an amazing achievement for that period.
They key struggle was however by seamen who
shul down much of industry and won a smashing
wages victory in defiance of Arbitration.

The tactics adopled in many of these strikes
reflected the extreme bitiermess and insurgent spirit
of many workers. In Townsville, sanitary workers
striking over victimisations upended night soil pans
on the steps of City Hall and in front of the homes
of prominent cilizens. Respectable opinion was oul-
raged, but the strikers won

early 1920s.

However, just as important as these factors was
the weaknesses of the vanguard of the class. The

working class a whole had moved sharply to the lefi
from 1916 onwards, but the forces of the far left
were not strong enough (o take advantage of the
upheavals of 1917 or of the subsequent explosion
in 1919,

Panly this was a product of the small size of the
revolutionary left at the beginning of the war, Bui
it zlso reflected polincal weaknesses

The IWW collapsed unable ta offer a road for-
ward. Ohher syndicalists were slow 1o draw the
lessons and by the lime the Communist pany had

eventually formed the movement was on the down-
5 H'IF_'
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last time

The Fire Last Time. 1968 and After, by Chns
Harman, Bookmarks, 1988, S18. (Available
from Bookmarks, or 150 branches.)

HRIS HARMAN s book, The Fire Last Time.
CJ'%H and After, is more than just a fascinaling
history. It's full of lessons for activists today —E5pe-
cially if you're trying to build arev olulionary Organisa-
11N

The book was published in 1988, so this is defi-
nitely not its first review, But il is worth reviewing
again since US troops invaded the Gull because it can
remind us of what is possible in such cnses,

Harman explains how the 1968 revolutionary
moverment was a prodoct

...of the way the pattern of capilal accumulation

on & world scale had caused a crisis of US

hegemony, of the fragmentation of the Stalinist

bloc, and of the fusing together of formerly

submissive rural populations into powerful new

groups of workers. .and the vasl new student

populations, forced to try 10 leam sets of ideas

which no longer made scnse of a world that

seemed 1o be cracking up

Nod the same as today, but note the similanties

International crises open up the opportunily Fos
generalised discussion and debate, leading some peo-
ple, panticularly students, to begin 10 guestion the
cnlire rationale of the system

Inthe 60k, siodents began xlrugglumwm!mfutmt
to universities. They may have remained just Lhat bt
jwo other issues intermingled—the escalation ol US
involvement in the Vietnam wal and the invasion of
Crecheslovakia Harman winies

August 1968 was to go down in husiory &5 the

month in which the leaders of the Communist

Party of the Soviet Union showed (hey would

not tolerate cAperiments al "COMMNISm Wi iha

human lace”

That monih tanks crushed the “Prague Spring”™ in
Crechoslovakia

In the West, Augusi 1968 was also the month when
“  the leaders of the Democratic Party of the United
Srares showed they would not tolersie expenments
with democracy.” Police violenily sfiacked demon-
rators oulside the Democratic Convention in Chi-
cago, which clected the pro-war candidate,

Young people went 10 Chicago to protest as

pacifists or 1o hand out leaflets in suppon of

Gene McCarthy (a relative “dove™ on the Viet-

nam issuc) and lef as revolutionanies.

The Russian tanks meant that these new revolu-

aliemantive. Young people were rejecting reformism
and Russian-Stalinism for more democratic revolu-
tion. In many countries around the world, small revo-
lutionary groupings began to get a heanng.

And it wasn't only students; young workers soon
joined the riots against police. In Paris a week "ol
Bamicades™ culminated in a general strike of 10 mil-
lion workers. Srudents were OCCUpyIng umIversiBes
and conducting teach-ins on revolution, while workens
locked out their bosses

The working class became the decisive force n
certain major Western countries. In France, the Presi-
dent was forced to flee for a period. Later, in 1974, in
Portugal, s workens” revolution brought down a fascist
dictator, |

But the struggle was stopped shon of socialid
revolution. Harman details the steps that led 1o defeal
Each time, the missing element was cohesive and
decisive onganisain. o

To look at France, where there was mast potential:
{here was no party 10 give an aliemative I-c_::dm:hzl of
he Communisi Pty which was only mrernlﬁ. | in
gerting their members back to work, and prepanng for
parliamentary elechions.

Bui the workers showed every willingness 1o con-
tinue the hattle in the (actorics and on the streets.

Unforiunately the only altemative organisalion of
revolutionaries that united workers and siudenis were
ihe Committees of Action. They could provide the
necesyary discussion of strategy and tactics, but unlike
a revolutionary panty they could not act quickly with a

So when the Communist Pary abandoned the
sirikes, there was no aliemative 10 lead the struggle
Torward :

Can we be better prepared nexi time?

The late 60s period showed thal a revolutionary
organisation could grow quile rapidly in the _m«ht of
the struggle. While s party hased on the working class
is nocessary for ultimale sUOCcss, the 1960s showed
how even & studcni-based organisstion could have
some influence even in the early days of struggle.

In Britain, where the struggle never reached the
heights of France, the International Socialists were
quite well-placed on cenain CampUscl. They increased
their size through intervening in the student mr.‘l anti-
Vietnam war campaigns from 400 to 1000 in 1965,
selling 7000 copies of their weekly newspaper, many
to industrial workers _ s

This put them in the pmhtonmﬂ:mpcynr:l.ﬂm;
1o worker militanis as sinikes broke out in 1969, They
used student members to intervene in working class
struggle from the oulside, via pickets etc. and recruited
workers, building their group to 4000 by the mid-70s.

Harman explains that revolutionary OMganisations
mmmnhultmﬂ:m,plwulnpmadsm

revolutionanes must continue 10 build ther organisa
ticn wherever Lhey can
It was precisely the shiity of revolulionary of
ganmsatons to grow in Lhe student black and
snti-Vietnam war struggles of 1968 that enabled
<ome of them to relale to mass workers” strug-
ghes afteraands
Revolutionanes played a huge role on the cam-
puscs. Harman doesn | menbion Ausiralia, bol even
here revolutionary students eventually won conirol of
the national student union AUS
Ot of this period new revolullonary organisairns
floarished, Unforfunately they were often mexpen-
enced. especially in relating to workers. or did not have
coherent organisation to put ideas (nlo pracuce
Such problems can be overcome, it depends on the
preparstion we do now The 150 in Australia has
shown it can build an audience for our ideas on the
campuses. Il we conlinee o baild our campus -:Iu!tw
with regular meetings, paper sales and joint activitics
aith other lefties, we will have taken crucial sieps in
| preparalion.
e The current crisis has pot led to 2 1960 style
u;;mm. Far from 1. Bui we Canmo pﬂ.“jilcl what will
eveniuate, jusl as no Ong predicted May 64 History
docsn'1 repeat itself but books like Harman's can be a

for “The Fire™ nexl ime.
s 4 —by Judy McVey
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Forests under threat

e SRR L i o

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
The Combined Environmental Groups refused to
endonse the proposal which wall hand over 1. | million
hectares to the timber indusiry as permancnd wood
production zones and (it the woodchip quola hy.
mgam ;'_I;:Gm Independenis called for 3
months public discussion which Field rejected. On |
October Lhe Greens announced they would not support
ﬂtk;is!ﬂimmcnuthﬂplﬂmuwmﬂmd
o Field felt safe 1o bold out on this issue because he
mHummhpunmjuhmdd:mrﬁqL
uﬂm&emﬂmmmumbummm
mmﬂ:imin:ﬁghlnﬂhmpmirhm
- mwehnmh Parliament or oul of it, the pitfalls of
ing with govemnments wene amply demon-

co-opeTaling .
strated by the Corowa dispute.

and the site. Greenpeace stood on the side of Ui
Corowa lownspeople opposing the inCincralor as a
means (overscas expenence has shown problems » ith
uncxpecicd IOUC SMISH0ns ) and the ute (Corowa 18
the centre of a meal, cereals and wine-growing area)

The ACF is now obliged to defend and sell the
decision in opposition to Greenpeace al the price of its
own credibility, 1T the ACF perusis, it credibility in
the I.."F'!'ﬁ'!l".,'l-'l".J'ﬂL'-?'lLl'.I movement is lost; if it doesn’t, its
stocks with the govemment go doWwn—a no-win sibua-
aLp0n.

There is no doubt that activists feel betrayed by
recent events but do not yel draw the conclusion hal
co-operating with governmenis is a problem in itself

This presents a dilemma for the major enviroamen-
tal organisations, How do they pursue their gims if the
electoral strategy i3 not an oplion and co-operation
does not work?

ACF president Peler Garrell in a recenl infcrvic
aryoed that ooe bad decision does not mean all deci-
sions will be lawed. It is not so much tha the ACF
wrusts the Hawke governmen! as it sharcs lhe same
frame of relerence—nationalist and refonmist

Despite (heir claims to think globally they scoept
the demands of the trade deficil and the peed for

HIVETRCES.
E“n'liTC}- spplauded the pathetic decision 10 adopt &
planning target for reducing greenhouse gas emission,
meckly accepting the qualification not Iﬂ‘prm:ﬂ!d with
measures that adversely affect Australia’s trade com-
lilvencss. . 4
e While they accept 3 capitalist lramework in which
they linker to soiten (he worsl ellects, the Hawl_t:
government will be able fo co-opt them Lo preserve its
green credeniials and markel its decisions o heiwr
SETBETCY -
MTM Wilderness Society on the other hand has
decided lo stay out of the working groups, Ciling or
ganisational difficulties as well as reservations aboul
i Wﬂrpmmmpsmndmmmyip with
i8 he changed climate. The Labor govenument ciuunnt
feel the same need 10 placale the green lobby, itis much
more wormicd Mlmmyudlkun{uhul

mummmmnmmmh
NSW and Tasmania. the sort of fight which has begsn
in Corowa 10 stop the incineralor.

peed the muscle of the trade unioa move-
mmummmmhm
bourne has enlisted to ban use of imported | .
rﬂnﬁtﬁlumhr.ﬂwthznhluqdphm
import of the timber altogether.

.
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\Ae THE ECONOMY nose-dives,
the ruling class has launched an
offensive against the environ-
mental movement.

Picot

The number of hostile art-
icles in the press has in-
creased. The mining lobby
has stepped up its attacks.
The economic rationalists in
Cabinet came oul in Lthe open
in the debate on greenhouse
gases [0 OpPOSE ENvironmen-
tal controls which threaten
compeliliveness.

A number of recent decis-
ions by govemmenl signal
the anti-green backlash.

One was (o allow logging
in old-growih areas of the
NSW South-East foresis.
Another was the Tasmanian
forest strategy which led 10
the break-down of the Ac-

The local farming com-
munity had joined the
environmentalists’ cause be-
cause they feared the conse-
quences for the local waler
supply if the Tantawangalo
caichment arca was logged.

On 31 October a consor-
tiurn looking into a pulp mill
on the east coast announced
the project was feasible. Vic-
lorian green groups pointed
out that the NSW areas could

not supply a major new pulp
mill alone and that the Victor-
ian govemment would be
pressured to allow logging In
the Gippsland forests.

In the intenm the govem-

ment intends o ignore a bio-
logical survey conducted by
its own department of

Conservation and Lands
which tdentified 111 siwes OF
significance, snd I8 indead

allowing them 1o be logged.

cord with the Green Indepen-

dents.
Then there has been the

vironmental groups them-
" m:.l.._. """"'"ﬂip“_l.ﬂﬂ..m
the “ecologically sustainable

development”™ working
Eroups.

B THE NSW forests deci-
sion pleased no-one. While
there is a 12% increase to the
protecled arca, the national
park areas are three small 1s-
lands instead of one large,
conliguous ared.

This means all the re- °
served areas are al nisk in the
future because none are large
enough or sulficiently
bulfered 1o preserve their in-
tegrity. Yel the main reason
for proteciing these forests
was o preserve habiat for
rare and endangered species,
plant and animal.

Although half 1the
National Estate Lsted foresis
in the arca will now be avail-
able for logging, the timber
industry opposed the 12% in-
crease 1o national parks,
claiming this would cost the
closure of one sawmill and
over 1(X) jobs

BAN

The East Gippsland co-
alition promised the govemn-
men! a fight like 11 has never
seen before and Steve Crabb
responded by introducing
legislation to ban demon-
strations in National Parks
arcas.

Hawke and Greiner jusii-
fied the compromise saying
the area now protected was as
much as was compatible with
the need to cul the $1.8 billion
trade deficil in paper and tim-
ber producis.

So much for consullation
about sustainable develop-
menl.

B IN TASMANIA, after 15
months of consultation the
Field Labor governmeni pre-
sented a final document on
forest strategy with 2 days for
agreement.

CONTINUED PAGE
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LAST manih, the Malbourna
Aalnforest Actlon Group
(RAG) helped lo organiss a
tour of three tribespeople from
the Island ol Sarawak In
Malaysla.

The Penan, hunter-gatherers
who depend on the rainforesi

are risking infection by flu
(and probably |all when they
relurn home) to tell their story
1o the world, served lo
underline the argumenl.

The wharlles already have
24 hour bans on limber ships.
RAG plan (o escalale by
plcketling the Limber yards on
Kansal Dock In November—a

Unions back Penan

Name

struggle

natlve flora and fauna and soll
for survival, have been waging erosion.

lour was 8 meeling between Address.

tha Penan and 150 membera
of the Walerside Workera

a long and bitter struggle And all this In the oldesi

againsi timber loggers and the rainforesi on earth, millions ol  Federation (WWF) at Swanson  plckel which the TWU have
Malayslan Governmenl. years older than the Amazon Dock. already agreed Lo honour. Phone number (for contact)
Malaysia exporls huge or Congo, and consequently The Ralnforest Acllon Group —by Lynne O'Nelll

has already esiablished good
relations with the wharfles as

home to more diverss
specles—many of polential

amounis of rainforesi timbers
guch as Merantl and Merbu 1o

OR JOIN

FLALE Fas onched a Save the Asnioresh

countries like Australla. usa o humanlly. a result of thelr regular Pickat H you re interesied in hepng, g ) : s " .
Logging on Sarawak has led All of this |s disappearing blockades of ships imporiing ;1*;1;};;:: n;"_i o go o the International Socialist Organlsatton
to the poliution of the rivers fast, along with the Penan. \imbeér from Sarawak. Tuesday, 7 30pm in the Environment [ ] Iwould like to find oul more about the International

and streams, annlhilation of

One of the highlights of the
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Meeling actual Penan, who

Cantre, Fanders Lara, Malbhourme

R e o) R DR R R

Socialist Organisation. Please conlacl me

Clip snd post b0 GPO Boa 14730, Meihourne, vic 3001
LAni g Cheguers Ayl i Insermasonal Socaksl Organsalon



