HAVING SAVAGED its
working class support-
ers with the budget, the
government has turned

its attention to privatisa-
tion. Here, Hawke and
Keating have gained the
offensive due to the
Victorian government's
financial crisis.

After losing billions of dol-
lars John Cain quit and left
Socialist Left leader Joan Kimer
to mind the sinking ship. This
supposed Lefust rushed 10 sell
the State Bank. Paul Keanng
jumped in to have the Common-
wealth Bank buy it, and raise thc
needed funds through share 1s-
syes jo pnvate inleresls

[t was @ mamage made in
heaven. Gushed Kimer after
meeting Keating: 1 now know
why financial journalists and
people of the world say,
"Wow'."

The Victorian Labor lefl was

B
wealth could raise the cash, bul
that just bullshit. Several anticles
in the financial press have shown
other ways 10 raise the funds.
The whole deal 1s a political ex-
ercise. The Australian gloated:

“It 18 a tuming point for the
Labor Party, the opening of a
new era for the Commonwealth
Bank and a humiliating repudi-
ation by the ALP Socialist Lefi
of the principles by which it has
lived.”

The Parliamentary Left's de-
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fence of Telecom and other pub-
lic enterprises has rapidly wilted.

'n 14

OBSTACLE

The special federal ALP con-
ference on 24 September could
be a more difficull obstacle. But
only a struggle that goes beyond
parnty politics is going 1o tum the
lide againsi privatisalion now.

The Telecom unions are still
laking a strong stand, and have
threatened indusirial action.
There is no doubt they have the
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power (o win. Telecom techni-
cians nol only have industrial
muscle doe 1o their experise, bul
they have considerable public
support.

A public meeting held in
North Melbourne 1n July al-
tracted 200 people. Some seri-
ous mobilising work could
produce mectings far larger, and
cement working class support.
Meanwhile Yiclorian unions
could wage a much suffer
fightback agamsi the thousands
of job cuts announced by their
State governmenl. The big rally
in August showed the rank and
file s prepared 1o respond if their
officials give a lead.

But by and large the ALP and
union left seems paralysed. The
simple reason is that they are
compromised by years of ALP
govemment.

LEFT

Take Brian Howe. Here was
a Socialist Left Minister who
joined Hawke's Expendilure
Review Commitlee in the early
years of the government

Far from championing the
cause of social wellare, he soon
became instrumental in selling
Kealing's ausierity to the rest of
the lefi.

In Vicloria, the Trades Hall is
sivmied. The culs are being car
ried out by that champion of
“socialism”, Joan Kimer

A KErious resistance lo
privalisation or (o the On-going
cuibacks would require some
seclion of the labour movemenl
to break with the logic of ALP
polilics

But that rercinire s minre hack
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jobs last year.

DID YOU hate the eighties under Hawke?
The nineties could be worse.

The budget aroused little inferest: huge surpluses
and attacks on welfare are old hat. Even so, it was an
oulrage. Take pensioners. Thousands of poor pen-
sioners have salted away relatively small sums of
money in passbook or cheque accounts (o avold earn-
ing interest, This Is 1o keep their income low enough
that thelr penston entillements aren’l Jeopardised.

To “encourage sound savings praclices”—what a
cynlcal line! —they will now be (axed as if Ihey were
earning 10 percent. 11's bad enough that pensloners
are caught in such @ poverty trap. Now Keating has
1o explode their pitiful defences.

Aspiring hame buyers, already haunted by ruin-
ous morgage rates, were told thal the First Home
(1w ners Scheme has been scrapped.

Suppuosedly the culs are needed to fix up the
economy, Bul this argument looks more threadbare
with every budgel.
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COCKATOO Island workers siriking agains! the sall-off of their

Now, a
chance
to fight

THE MORE difficull eco-

nomic climate has some
o adopt a harder
bosses 1 P The _l I

Increase within the Accord
Mark Vi framework.

Undoubtedly they think
that the current job losses in
the metal industry (accord-
ing lo the Financial Review
running at 2,000 jobs a week)
will mean they can get away
with less than the unions are
asking for.

Butl after seven and a half
years of “no extra claims™
and falling real wages as the
price of sticking with the Ac-
cord, the union leadership
don't leel they can meekly ac-
cepl the bosses’ ullimatum.

The Melal Trades Federa-
tion of Unicns want action to
save their version of the Ac-
cord. Much more Impor-
tantly, they've been prepared
to call mass meelings, 8 na-
tional 24 hour strike, and fur
ther rolling stoppages In
responsa to the MTIA's rejec-
tion of the wage claim.

Desplte the intentlons of
the officlals, this can glve
metalworkers a chance (o
break oul of the Accord-en-
forced passivity of the past
yoars.

turn the current account around.

Labor's culs are prefty inefMectoal against the
first, and are making the second worse,

Don't forgel thal much of the currenl account
delicil is due to Labor®s Accord. 11 beld down wages,
so profils soared. Eventually this spurred a wave of
investment, which sucked in Imports

Now, finally, afler Immense pain, Imporis are
Talling. Bul despite all the earlier invesiment, exporis
are nol rising as much us hoped, lor the simple reason
that the emplayers have squandered much of their
Investmeni on useless prajects like property desclop-
menl. Indusiry s productive core has nol been renao-
valed nearly enouph.

The current accouni looks a bil betler due 1o high
interest rales and the resulling recession. The econ-
omy conlracted in the June quarter and is expecied
to do so again in September. With the private secior
contracting, a federal governmenl budgel surplus
can only push the economy down furiher,
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The Socialist
sells out!

ALL BRANCHES of the Inter-
national Socislist Organisation
have been building the activily
apains: America's witr in the Gulf.

But oor own poditical acuviry
tuis been just as important 16 us, and
jurst o mpoorasful,

Sovialip—with regolar salkes doo-
bling. and some uni wles going
through (he ozone Layer.
For the first time in yeam, wo
sold ow of papers. Indeed, et
issue of The Socialist sold so
quickly that we had to onder a re-
print just 2ight days into the month!
Every branch has also held
meetings around the Gulf, In Mel-
boumne, our public meeiing al-
tracted 90 people. and the 90 who
came in Sydney was our best atten-
dance in ages. namm
w 15 people atiending thex
i“j.. whilsi & forum &l the
mﬁ rra attracted 30,
 As well, many young radicals
‘have been jolied by the drive 1o war,
und realised the peed fo get active
abled us to add a nember of new

HOSTAGES: The
West's hypocnsy

DAY AFTER DAY the press is full of
stories of Western civilians “escaping lo
freedom” fram the “barbaric™ treatment

they got in Irag and Kuwail.

Barbaric? If you want barbarism, just
look at the West's record on hostages.

It was the British who invented con-
centration camps, in the Boer War at the

turn of the cenfury.

British settlers and armed patrols rou-
tinely took Aboriginal hostages in the war
to crush this country's indigenous people.

During both the First and Second
World Wars, large numbers of “enemy
aliens™ were interned. The Dunera scan-
dal saw Germans—predominantly Jew-
ish refugees—rounded up in Britain and
interned in the Australian bush. On the
trip oul, they were regularly beaten, and
their personal possessions stolen.

In the US, over 110,000 Americans of
Japanese descent were interned, with

many lorced to live in facilities meant for
animals. Two thousand were crowded
into a single, filthy building in the Porl-
land, Oregon, stockyard. In California,
they were squeezed info stables at race-
courses, the stench of manure still fresh.
At Puvallup Assembly Centre, Yashing-
{on, some were even lodged in pigpens.

In the so-called “Malayan emergency ™
of the 1950s, Apstralian and other Com-
monwealth troops routinely beat up and
massacred communities of Chinese
squatters- They decapitated the dead, im-
posed 22 hour curfews and slashed rice
ralions to hungry peasants. Whole vil-
lages were rounded up and moved info
concenfration camps.

Similar tactics were used in Vietnam,
as “Vietnamisation”, “pacification™ and
“strategic hamlet" all became code-words
for the ultimate in human brutality.

When the US invaded Panama, they

arrested anyone suspected of being a
Noriega sympathiser. When they bombed
and destroyed working class districts, the
survivors were rounded up, housed in
tents and plywood cubicles, fed one plate
of food a day and prevented from leaving.

The PNG governmeni, supported by
Australia, had no hesitation taking cntire
villages hostage on Bougainville.

Today in both the Northern Territory
and Hong Kong, boat people from Indo-
China languish behind barbed wire
because Australia and Brilain want to
discourage others from leaving.

And in Palestine, Israel keeps an entire
people hostage, their homes, villages and
farms stolen.

While the Australian press cries
crocodile tears for the hoslages, they
ignore the face that there weren't any
“hostages™ until the West launched an
undeclared war on Iraq.

ﬁ'ﬁtﬁlﬂ: of our sym-

MEDIA PROMOTES RACISM

EVERYONE knows that Australia s, an open and Ioderant sociely
accepting peopie from diverse backgrounds and difleren! opmnions
Of course that's bullsht—Austrakia is nddled with racism. But with
a war looming, even the veneerof lolerance dissolves info a cauldron
of race-hate and wilch-hunting. The victims this tme are Arab people
De-humanssing your oppanent i the lrst slep to making gross
brutakty acceplable
So Saddam Hussein as a “barbanan” and a “monster”. The
papers have been full ol reports of Iraqi soldiers plundering food and
faping women wherever they go. On 9 August Sydney's Mirror
reporied @ solder raping a lemale passenger with British Awrways
*while his cormrades stood around lgughing ™ Subsequent examples
ranged from lowr fight aliendanis 10 all Kuwait women, some of
whom *suicided from the shame ™ Yet Western lemale hoslages have
densed seaing of hearing of thess atrocities, and say thal they have
been very well treated by the Iragis
The ane thing hat can undermina This campagn is tha exsience
ol an Arab community here, people who may nol welcome the
e

ambing o o . rna
‘both the 7 30 Feport g Sty AMinudes hol on tha tradl of reachery.
asking Arabs how they could possibly support such a murderous
neo-Hitler as Hussesn, and which side they would fight on if there were
a war. As a spokesperson for the Austrakan Arab Wetlare Council
complained, “the way they are handhng the issue 15 encouraging
racial hatred "

The Miror wamed Arab Austrahans thal if they “feel strongly
enough abou! events in the region from which they came they are
free 10 go back there ™ A letier claimed, "Il only shows these people
have come 1o Australia 1o ge! the benefits of our wealth, but (o olfer
no igyalty m return. Australia lor Austraians—love it or leave IL”

The warning 1s clear—shut up or we will come and deport you.

We have alreagy seen the effecls of this barrage of threats. In
Sydney s Campbefitown, a councilior who suppored moves 1o buid
& new mosque in the region has just had his house smashed up.

Arab community leaders are bending over backwards to prociaim
their loyalty 10 Ausiralia and willingness 1o "die for the country™. These
prolesiations are understandable, but mestaken. Far from satisfying
the racists, they merely serve 1o further isolale Arab people who don't

“love Austraka”, who rasent their poverty, unempioyment, discrimina-
tion. police harassmen and racist abuse.

While this continues, Arab people will find 1 difficult 10 become
aclve agansi Australian and American involvement in the Gult
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Although workars creats
1 society’s wealth they have no
i conirol over production or

Copitatism ks ol
; system of crisis,
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Gulf coalitions

AS SOON AS Hawke announced
the sending of the three warships,
peace achivisis, socialisis and
envirenmenialists began organising
againsi the US invasion.

In SYDNEY, the Coalition (o bring
the migates home has dopled a plai-
form of calling for no Gull war,
bring the frigates home and opposi-
lion o anti-Arab racism.

There are weekly pickels of the
US consulate. Our 1 Sepiember
demonsiration aitracted 1 300 people
and marched noisily through Sydney
sireeis, fromn Lhe US consulate, tothe
Defence Recruiling Centre

I B R ST
September ‘at T30 and plans arc
under way for a “ieach in”, Groups
have been set up at Sydney Uni and
Lini of NSW.

The second commillee mecting
was guile healed as New Lefi Panty
members allempied (o establish de-
mands that Irag withdraw from
Kuwail as pan of the coalition's plal-
form. This move was narrowly
defleated on the grounds that the co-
alitzon should nol adopl as ils plat-
form demands thal would exclude
somie people who wanl 1o light Aust-
ralian and Amencan involvement in
the Gulf.

The coalition is meeling Thurs-
days, 6.00pm in the Teachers' Fed-
eration, Bathursi 51, and information
is available from PND on 264 6811,

BRISBANE's Gulf Action Coali-
Lion wits formed on 23 August out of

Sociallsm cannol ba created by
gradual relorms as soma In the
Labor Party belleve. The

mum—mmm
, the law=ls p wespon of
class rule and must be

smashed. There la no
partiamentiary road io soclalism.

INTERNATIONALISM

The working class exiats in all
couniries and the fa lor
bnunﬁ:lmh-w.mm
- We are for buliding

en international movemeni
organising lo overcoma
natlonal divisions between
workers,
Soclallsm cannot be bullt In o
single country; soclatist

=

a public meeting of over 1 (0 people.

The Coalition has so [ar sup-
poried the Arab communily's rally
on 25 Augusl and orgamsed a 3
strong march demanding “Frigates
oul of the Gull!™ on | September as
pan of the nalional day of action

From its inception, debate on the
coalition’s platfform and demands
has dominated our meelings

Large seclions of the coaliion
wanled to call it “Bring the (rigates
bome™ 0 as 0 appeal fo 4 wider
avdience in Australia who opposed
the sending of Ihe Mgates, bur not

necessanly opposed 1o the Gull War -~

or Lhe intervention of the US
While no one was opposed 1o this

revolutions musi ba sproad il
they are to survive,

We oppose Imperialism, Easi
and West, apd suppori all
nstional liberation struggles
egains| imperialist domination.

Australla ls not en oppressed
country, bul an imperialist
power In [1s own right. This
means we are cpposed to
Australlan natlonalism and
immigration controls.

The thres! of nuclear
annihilation Iy a product of
capitalism and only soclalism
can end .

LIBERATION
FROM OPPRESSION

Wae fight for democratlc rights
and liberation. We are agsinst
the oppression of women,
blacks, migrants and lesblans
end gay man. All these formag of
oppresalon are used 1o divide
the working class. Combatting
tham is an essentlal part of
buiiding a united revolutionary
slruggle, that can create a
soclalist soclety lree from
oppression.

¥

FRIGATES OUT march, Brisbane, 1 September.

as a demand, the ISO argued that the
group would still have been lormed
even il Australia had not been in-
volved

A molion was rarsed Lhat the co-
aliticn oppose Irag's occupalion of
Kuwail. We argued thal the coalition
should nol place conditions on lrag
before the US and Allied forces
wilhdrew,

The central issue in the Gulf is
impenalism. The frigates and troops
were senl [0 defend the west’s o0il
inlerests. We wani the withdrawal of
the allied forces regardiess of
whether Irag is in Kuwasl or nol

The demands adopied by the co

REVOLUTIONARY
ORGANISATION

Crucial to m workers' movemeni
smashing the capitalist stats la
8 revolutionary workem' party
bulll out of the day to day
slruggles sround economic
&nd political lasues. We are
Laking the first steps lowards
building such a party.

Our lask lodey I8 1o argus tor
ihe ideas and traditions of
revolullonary soclsllam, whils
fighting slongside militants and
ectivisis who are challenging
the sysiam.

i ls oul of thess ideas and
struggles thatl a mass
revolutionary movement and
party will eventually ba buliv

I thai's what you wanl to do,
JOIN US)

Gorbachev
backs US

THE REAL NATURE of
Ciorbachev's loreign policy can be
seen by his suppon for the US inva-
won of the Uu|t.

Rebuking the military chiel of
the Warsaw Pact, who had wamed of
the destabilisation caused by Amer-
ican troops s€llling 1n ncar the
Sovicl's own border, Gorbachev
declared that the US action was *in
accordance with the chaner of the
United MNations™ and made it ¢lear
thal there was a “common™ US-So-
viel position on Lhe Gull crisis

Gieorpe Bush responded by say.
ing he was “very pleased with the
cooperalion we've been gelling from
the Soviel Union on a wide armay of
guestions and subjects™ including
the Gulf. “1'm glad the Soviel Union
is on our side,”

To make sure of this, Bush is
offening billions in economic assis-
tance 1o prop up the collapsing Rus-
sian economy. Gorbachev has made
il clear he's for sale.

We have always argued that
Gorbachev was only inlerested in
defending Russian state capitalism.
But now. those on Ihe Lell who pui
their faith in him. find themselves
forced to either diich their hero or
line up with George Bush

organise

alition are Frigates Out of the Gulf,
LIS and Allied Forces Out, Lel the
Arab Peoples Decide, and Non-
Violence in the Era of the Noclear
Bomb.

Al the 1 Seplember rally, a
motion of suppon for Terry Jones,
the sailor refusing 1o go to the Gulf,
wis passed unanimously. A conlin-
gent from the BWIU and FEDFA
artended

The Gulfl Action Coalilion meets
every Monday night at the Albion
Peace Centre at 6.00pm.

MELBOURNE saw three succes-
sive Salurday rallies.

When Senater Bullon came [0
ihe Council of Aduh Edecatron on
I8 August, he was greeted by an
angry pickel of over 250

The following Saturday, 3-400
people marched on a rany, wind
swepl moming 1o the US counsulate
shouting “US oul of the Gull™ and

Bring back the warships™

Speakers al the final rally in-
cluded Maureen Murphy from the
Campaign against Militansm, Ed-
mund Melki on behall of the Arab
communily and a speaker from the
Eau Timorese community

Jean Mclean, a siate Labor MP,
had addressed the rally al the outscl,
condemning Australian pariiipa:
bin in the LIS \[h_ﬂ'ﬁ-ufﬂi" inlerven-
LN

As part of the nalional day of
action, about MX) people marched
arourkd the city and finished with a
rally in the Bourke St Mall

The Gull Aciion Commitiee has
been aliracting Sl p-:q'rplv.' o il

wieckly meetings

CANBERRA had one of the earlies!
demios of (he campaign—a lunch:
lime prodest on 2.3 August whichsaw
2.3 people march from (Garcma
Place to the local Forces Recruiling
Office. This was followed by a pub-
I Torum the [lIHH-J-Iﬂ!'.‘ B‘t*ﬂ'di}
which attracied 100 {'-..:.npl: I1SO
members were amongst the speakers
al both Tunctions

The Bring the Ships Home Co
alition is meeting weekly, Phone 291
BEO47 for details of when and where
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I NATURAL revulsion at the
horrors of war, anger at the

US invasion of the Gulf and
opposition to Irag’s seizure of
Kuwait have led many to advocate
anegotiated settlement to the Gulf
crisis.

Yet the only basis on which such
a settlement is possible is one that
restores and strengthens Western
domination of the region.

Agreement to restore the brutal
al-Sabah family in Kuwait—a
regime which invested over $100
billion in western banks and denied
democracy and civil rights to all
but the tiniest minority—is a pre-
condition to any US involvement in
negotiations.

That hardly represents a step
forward for the poor of Kuwait or
the immigrant workers who kept
the oil profits flowing.

And the US will demand, at the
very least, the right to impose on
Iraq a regime sympathetic to their
interests. We may not like Saddam
Hussein, but a western puppet
regime, like the late and un-

lamented Shah in Iran, would do

nothing for the oppressed of Iraq.

To struggle against such a
regime, with the might of America
behind it (and possibly even Amer-
ican bases on its soil) would be
much more difficult.

In any conflict, negotiations
only ever settle things on the basis
of the forces that the various con-
tenders possess (and recognise in
their opponents). To call for nego-
tiations in a situation where the

West has an enormous superiority

of forces, is to ﬂll_!fé%ngw'pm_
Feame wmma’ W - — .
demands of Westem mperialism.

Many on the left are looking to
the United Nations to provide a
solution. Yet the UN, and especially
the Security Council, are nothing
but the guarantors of the interests
of the great powers. They are
being used to provide a fig leaf to
cover the West's brutal power play.

HILST the US has been able
to.assemble a gigantic mili-
tary force, it is by no means

guaranteed victory in the Gulf

You only have to look al their
humiliating defeat over Vietnam.

There were three elements to that
defeal: military resistance by the NLF;
opposition to the war in the US itself;
and finally, disillusionment and disinte-
gration within the US armed forces.

This situation s differenl lraq is
smaller Lhan Vietnam, far more isolated
(since Russia is supporting the US) and
Saddam does not have the glowing
image that surrounded Ho Chi Minh

But the sense of invasion, of vio-
lation, is the same, and is felt right
throughout the 200 million people of
the Arab world

Jordan's Ambassador to the U3,
Hussein Hammami, told how the US
presence “has produced a sense of rad-
icalization and desperation [and] it will
not produce stability.”

Within the US, intelligent imperial-
ists recognise that the invasion has
united the Arab world against Lthem,
and weakened pro-US governmenls
that already lacked local support

We welcome this destabilisation as
it raises the prospect of a new era of
struggle against imperialism.

There have been massive demon-
strations in Algeria, Tunisia, Libya,
Yemen, Jordan, Palestine and in Cairo
jordan has seen tens ol thousands
volunteering for the armed forces in
the hope of fighting America i3

We spoke 1o “Abe”, a Palestinian
now living in Melboumne.

A movement’s starting In Syria. We

heard about a big demonstralion a

few days ago in the north, close lo

the Turkish and Iraqi borders. There

With war looming in the Gulf..

IS @ neqgotiate
settlement
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the answer?

Indeed, the UN sanctions are
designed primarily to stop food
and medicine getting into Irag and
Kuwait. The flood of refugees is the
result of the UN sanctions and the
threat of war. A request from India
for permission to send food and
medicine to Iraq and Kuwait for the
170,000 Indian nationals caught
there was rejected by the UN.

To the oppressed and exploited
around the world, 2 negotiated
settiement that entrenched US
interests would become proof of
the hopelessness of standing up to
imperialism. It would strengthen
the right wing in every liberation
movement and in the working
class more generally.

If the US wins its objectives
without firing a shot, it has still won

y intimidation

AL LA

such a victory could only embolden
the US to again and again mobilise
its military whenever it wanted to
get something.

That's why it’s so important
that the left in the West work for
the defeat of the US, Australia
and their allies.

How the US

can be defeated

were many killed and injured, the
army was there, aboyt 20,000
troops. Syna is especially imporiant
in the Middle East.

In Egypt, there are many groups
against the government there..

The intifodo showed thal you can
stand up against an army. If you're
not afraid, civilians can fight them. ..

It's almost like an uprising in jor-
dan, because Jordan is about B0%
Palestinian...it could move lo
Algeria, to Syria, to Egypt...like what
happened in Eastern Europe

People have hope now, from lraq,
they think maybe things can be
changed

Throughout the Arab world, there
are enormous hopes in Saddam

Although mistaken, these illusions
reflect an underlying reality—that no
matter how repressive and murderous
the Iraqi armed forces are, they repre-
sent a newly industrialising coontry his-
torically oppressed by impenalism.

Anyone who wants the US
beaten has to support an Iragl
victory should a shooting war
break out.

It would be fanciful to suggest thal
Iraq’s army can defeal the Americans
simply militarily, Bul the more poweriul
its resistance and the resistance of the
Iraqi people, the greater is the polential
for an uprising throughoul Lhe region.

Such a revoll may drive Washing-
lon to greater savagery, but just as
possibly to negotiations and retreats—
exactly what we saw over Vielnam.

E KEY to the situation is the
Arab working class, which is
most concentrated in Egypl.

Cairo is now a city of some 15 million
people with vast manulactuning indus-
tries, especially in textiles, and cars.

The last few years have seen some
gigantic strike waves. In 1977, Sadat
was forced o back down when pro-
posed rises in the price of food led to
nols and strikes.

in 1984 and 1986, tens of thous-
ands of textile workers struck against
prices rises again. Two weeks after
being used against the 1986 strikes, the
conscript riot police themselves noted
in protest at being forced to do an extra
year's service. There were anli-govern-
ment riots and strikes in Tunisia, Mo-
rocco, and Sudan, which saw 20
national strikes in early 1985.

This wave of struggle has been
fuelled by the example of the intifodo.
In Syria, Yemen and jordan, strikes and
prolests have forced elections, the end
of marital law in jordan and the un-
banning of communist literature.

A recenl strike by the 40,000 work-
ers al the Mehalla al-Kubra textile fac-
tory saw them linking wage issues o
dfyminds that M::;?ak stand down

and Egypl break its links with lsrael.

The potential exists Lo kink Lhis nsing
tide of struggle to the issue of resisting
the Amencan invasion

INALLY, there is the potential lor
resistance from within the US and
its allies

This conflict is unfolding on the eve
of a world recession, after a decade of
falling real wages in America and tre-
mendous immiseration in the ghetlos.

The same people who are cutting
welfare have billions to spend on war

Whilst resistance within Amenca is
so far imited, it is not at all ruled out
that workers and the oppressed could
begin to make the connection between
their poverty and the Gulf

The same dynamic can also be seen
in Australia

There was absolutely no enthusi-
asm 1o go amongst the Austrahan sad-
ors. When Terry Jones jumped ship, he
received widespread support.

Amongst Lhose who did go, there is
already a dispute about the payment of
special allowances

Anger at Hawke's decision to send
the frigates can connect with anger at
Labor's privatisation schemes, al falling
wages, the scrapping of the dole and
attacks on SRONVETS.

It is thepf:fi;re tragic that the Labor

left has dutifully lined up behind
Hawke, only condemning his decision
as premalure

It is tragic that it was only Lthe nght
wing m.:jf:g}e ndent, Ted Mack, who
voted against sending the fngates

The most spectacular action against
the Western invasion of the Gulf has
come in Bangladesh, where oppositson
parties organised a successtul eight-
hour general strike on 1 September in
response to the government's dedision
to send 4000 Lroops. :

Building trade union action is a fun-
damental lask facing the vanous pro-
test coaliions because workers have an
unrivalled power to bring their rulers to
heel Trade union action was extremely
important in the struggle against the
Vielnam war, and unions also banned
shipping to Fiji in protest at the coups

So far, Left unions such as the
wharfies and seamen have held back
from place their traditional bans on
Australia’s involvement. It is vital that
the various coalitions make approaches
both to the rank and file and leadership
of these unions to convince them of the
need Lo take a stand, however modest
that may be to start with.

Actions such as these can begin 1o
undermine the US war effort.

They can prepare the way for a

US defeat.

MELBOURN

DEMONSTRATE

SYDNEY:
Saturday 22 September, 10.30am, marching from Town Hail

BERRA:
Saturday 22 smhﬁfynm. Assembie Garema Place

Speakout, Magﬁﬂf ;4 Sept ?mﬁn'
Pickst, mwﬂmmwimmsd Sept, 11.00am
E—SEMINAR
wmwmmmn&pﬂﬁrm"ﬂ
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® “We must become the
owners or af any rate
the controllers at the
source of af least o
proportion of the oil

which we require.” ®

< 'I'Il"r"n'i-"}"l CJ".:"-.‘C Ll 10 .:3

TRETCHING from the

Stralts of Hormuz, north-
wards along the
Southern Arablan shore of the
GuH, lies one of the world’'s
more peculiar political enti-
ties—the United Arab Emirates.
Today (hery are a strange colleclion
of federated siales where [he fabu
lously nich descendants ol Bedouin
cheels rule over Their personal of wells
and e m luxury | artibcial cities such
as Abu Dhabi and Dubas
The oi welis are worked by an
immigrant worklorce who make up
miost of the population and possess nNo
politscal nghts
Two hundred years ago this deser
region was inhabited by a handfu! of
Badouin. With the estabfishment of the
Suez canal in the 1880s. Brilish inler-
est in the region increased

Egyp! was annexed in 1886
Kuwait (another impovenshed Bed-
ouin emirale) in 1896, and Aden
{loday’'s South Yemen) in a piecemeal
fashion between 1886 and 1914

As a resufl, Britain was able 10
dominale the coastat regions of the
Arabian perinsila

The Ottorman Empire was still the
nomenal ruder of the rest of the Middle
Easl {excep! lran). bul the discovery
of oil in iran and Irag around the lum
of the century was soon 10 changs
1hat.

Tha Bitsh reduced an 1o the
statis of a virtual colony, placing is ol
waahn n the hands of Anglo-Persian
il Company, nowadays BP

Wt ish Pelrotaumn Compdny
{51% owned by the British govern-
ment). The Frsl VYWorld War saw irag
detached from the Turks and gven 10
the British. The British were divided on
how 1o rule irag. Some wanted (o lreat
it a5 a colony, others like Sir Arthur
Hitlzel of the India Office, wanted a
more indirect rule:

What we ought to have been creat-

Ing in this ime s some adminisica-

ton with Arab institutians which we
can salely leave while pulling the
slrings oursehves: something that
won'l cost very much, which Labour
can Swalow consstent with its prin-
nomic and poliical interests will be

SBCUTE,

in 1932, Irag was granted “inde-
pendence”. But the British troops and
the Brilish ol companies remained

The rise of Arab
nationalism

‘HE decision to grant
independence to Irag
_ was largely provoked by
@ series of riols and strikes
~which rocked the country in
The British realised that uniess
‘they allowed Faisal's regime the
Bppearance of . 1l wouldnt
autonomy

- These protests were not the fist
‘examples of Arab resisiance 1o Brtish
rule and they weren'l 10 be the last

The annexation of irag had been
met by an upnsing in 1920 which was
Bioodily suppressed Kurdish

: later to be gassed
mﬁﬂ‘ Bt.:a:n treated 10 More *civil-
©0° Brdish methods—aeria bom.
Dardment -l

i
0 Fheyis
[

A Tiga ..* sT
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Ol imperialism

anare

clear in a confidential memorandum
lhat year:
In Palestine wa do nol propose 1o
even go through the form of con-
suling the wishes ol the present
inhabitants... The Four Powers are
commitiad to Zionism
And it was nol some sentmenial
aftachment by the British ruling class
o Jewish wellare that lay behind the
geclaration. Churchill, who appreci-
ated the value of oil, made this abun-
dantly clear in 1320
...a Jewish stale under the protec-
tion ol tha Briish Crown, which
meghl comprise three or low madlion |
Jews...would from every point of |
view be beneflicial and would be
especially in harmony with the trus
interests of the British Empire
i's hargly surprising that Arab and i
Persian resistance to the partiion of |
iheir homelands and o imperialist |
occupation fiared agan and again |
between the wars, only o reach a
LIESCeNO0 in Né post-war penod.
The growih ol an indusinal working
Ciass along the raliways and pors, in
cilias such as Tehran, Cairo and
Baghdad and mos! impaortantly on the
oil hields, provided the basis lor the
growth of communist panties. The first
o these was eslablished in Iran in
1820 and played an active role in the
slrike wave of that year
But in all cases it wasnt until the
19405 and '50s that the commurist
parties of the Mddie East began 1o

by | exert a mass infiuence, and by that

slage they were thoroughly Stalinised
servanls of the Bussian rufing class—

§ 10 1936the workers. peasanis
§ shobkeepers of British mﬁ

staged a s monih general strike |

J a9ainstBrtsh rule and the increasing
§ St inmigration which the Britich

wmﬁlﬁhw]um

Zionist project of an exchusively Jew. |

wh slate in Palestine. Lord Batloyr, the
| British foreign minister, made thig

a poitical degeneration which was 1o
have ragic consequences

Afler the war however it was
i another current that made most of the
1 running—secular nationalisrn The
| leaders ol this movement (or more

| accuralely this series of movemens) |

WEE COmmOonty middle class intellse.
tuais, oflen army officers, who resen-
| 1ed the way in which imperiaiism heid

i

COunlry and thev careers.
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1 Back both the development of their |

AV

Mearwhile, the end of the Second
World War seemed to hold out some
hope for greater independence. The
British and the French economies had
been shatiered by the war, resulting in
a shift in world power towards the US,
which used its infiuence {0 pressure
agains! direct colonial rule. The two
European powers could hittle allord
the cost of direcl rule in any case and
moved lowards decolonisation

in addition the discovery of oil in
thie more conservative, backward and
manageable slales, such as Saud
gave the West

| pplions # could exploil even i it los!

control of lran or iraq

'The US

ascendancy

ESPITE de-colonis-
ation, the hopes for true

independence from Im-
perialism were 1o be cruelly
dashed.

Tha British in particular maintained
military bases and held onto their pos.
sessions in the Guif

The US backed the Zionisls even
maore leryently than the Britigh, lrans-
iorming Israel into a heavily armed
European enclave and backing i in
1948 and 1967 in wars against its Arab
rug.ghb:ju:‘g

Bul in the shor lermn there was a
Wosening ol the imperial leash, which
trng. movement agams| wmperialkism
ook advantage of

In lran and kraq, the communist
Parnes grew massively in a senes of
Elrike waves in the late 1940s. In lran
inesé culminated in 1948 In a virlual
| msurrection—the “al-Wathbah®
Slrikes and mass riols united work-
ers and studenls around the demand
for a democralic republic. The Com-
munist Farty which rushad to the lead
ership of the movEeEment, mnslead of
leadng it lorward, tned Lo restrain it In
| panticular they opposed the demand

v h hAn
(UL

lor the overthrow of the monarchy and
counterposed the demand simply for
the overthrow of the right-wing Salb
Jabr

The regent was delighted 1o be
presented with this opponunity. He
sacked Salib, and instafled an ancienl
veleran of the 1920 uprising in power,
whao proceeded afier a shord interval 10
rewdrd the Communist Parly with
Mass repression.

The focus of the struggle against
imperakism then moved 1o neighbour-
ing Iran where a government was
elected under the leadership ol a
nalionalst, Mohammed Mossadeq. n
1951

Mossadeq's “National Front™ gov-

| emment proceeded o nalionahse the

property ol lhe Brtsh oll comganies

e et L iR T

THE REALITY of British rulae in
the Middle Eas!; soldiers crack
down In Aden. US dominatlon
has relled more on Zlonlsm and
complian! local rulers.

aborl their action

This made Nasser a hero in the
eyes ol the Arab masses, strengthen-
ing the hand of the nationalst move-
manis in countries ke lrag. Nasserite
parties were lormed in many countries
and Syria and Egypl momenlarily
unifed in the Uniled Arab Republic,
awakening visions ol Arab unity

In Iraq the ullra-reaclionary gov-

emment of Nuri al-Sa’id signed lhe
explicitly anli-Nasser Baghdad Pact in
1956 wilh the equally pro-Western
Saudis. Unsure thal the pariiament
would ratify the Pact, al-Sa'id
arranged for a fake election. The Com-
munist Party and the newly formed
Mationalisis united in opposition with
the Syran inspired (and more right-
wing nationalis!) Ba'ath party to lound
the Mational Unity Front

In 1858 alter a particularly bloody
series ol demonsirations, the army
cracked and al-Sa'id was deposed in
a coup d'elal.

There lollowed a period of instabil-
ity in which the vanous components of
the opposiion jockeyed lor influence.
The Communist Party once again,
namsirning as it had been in 1948 and
as the Iramian Communisis had been
in 1953 by the Staknist doclrine thal
wiorkers' revolulion was impossible in
underdeveloped counlries, lailed 1o
lake the lead

Alter three years of growing
fepression against the Left, the Ba'ath
Party seized power in a coup d'elat
and proceeded to slaughler the Com-
munists. Since then lraq has been
ruled by a series of right-wing military
governmenls parading under the
absurd al of "Ba'ath Socialism”

The OFEC oll embargo of 1973
provided a shock o the West but was
ridden out. The lranian revolution of

1970 however was a lar moa pro-
Mo ehallanoo

Workers rise
in revolution

HE 1978 revolution in
Iran was not the orgy of
Islamic fundamentalism
it has been portrayed as In the
Wesl. The working class played
a key role.

It was only the failure of the Leh,
once again disoriented by Stalinism,
1o lake a lead, that allowed Khomeini
first 1o hijack the revolution, slaughter
his opponents on the Left, and finally
to crush the workers' movemenl

it was however a crushing blow fof
US imperialism from which they are
still desperately Irying (0 recover. In

| the Shah they lost their most powerlul

provaking naghteous indignation in |

| London which the Shah duly regis

lered by planning to sack Mossadeq
However the plol was uncovered and
tha Shah was forced to flea by a pop
utar upsurge

Cnca more a wave ol strikes an
gemansirations

mio a8

0
ihraaléened 1o spill
.|_'|:|,:r:-'_:’l (_KI CE

more the Communis! Party did its best

ovar SOcial re

nct to lead the movement. bul to
resirain it. They succeeded in averting
a '-'l't:’:" BrS  revolulon r_"_l! e unrest

wWas enouah |;_.4.::.»_;|!,1,_.-, saclione of the

meddie class and the Sy DacK o
the arms ol tha Shah
In 1953 tha ClA and Bniish intedl
gence combined 10 orQanisa a coup
and tha Shah raturned 1o be Jin B
years of brutal rule
Thia same year saw a very dillerent
coup in Egypl, whene a group ol army
I ollicars F-"'-i-:-"-"-j a nationalisl colonel
Abdul Nassar in power
| MNasser was given 1o radical rhet
aric, Mnmg with the Hussians and
nabcnalsmng the suaz Canal in 1956
| 8 mova which provioked mildary ti
| senbon Oy the combined lorcos of Lhe
UK., France and Isragl. This tima k
@ver tha US, cormectly viewing Massar
835 SOmecns whom they could
geal, iervened 1o lorce the Bri 1 1D

and loyal supporter amongst the ol
producing states around the Gulf
That was why lhey backed loday's
relrospective “tyranl”, Saddam Hus-
sein, when he invaded lran in 1980
That is why they are delerrmined
loday o use the crisis with lraq 1o
re-gstabrlishn their righl o nlervens
militarily and asserl their will (as the

Br:i sh i L];-.h:,r;. ”"‘:"T‘F when "-I':'
"'"f'.]!‘l_ el oo upp ‘Ir.
For a century Weslern um-

T
panaksm has made a misory of tha

Ives of the people of the Midd!a East,

drawing up arlificial boundarneas and
instaliing hideous diclatorships 1o
mairdain the How of cil and profits (rom
ths Gull

It = the tena of hiliong of dollars a
year thal tha US ol companies alons
miaka in the gull that the US and Aust-
raia ara inlervening 1o prolect

Tha only lorca 1!.-._'11 can dalnver tha
peopla of tha Middla Easl from tyrany
19 the working clags wnch has grown
Massaraly N Bire ar a OhAEr OWel the
1351 O ‘..‘f'

115 a lorca that Rkas time and again

horamn Tha potential 1o break through

lhe impasse ol Mwdle Eastern poltics
created and mainlaned by imparial-

Tyranis ke Hussein desarve 10 ba
ovarnhrown bul by (her own pespie
and not the Seventh Flaal

—by Roberl Bollard
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FW DE KLERK recenlly
addressed a university
campus gathering. The
government he claimed
was "more than ever In a
peaceful way on the road to
negotiations. Legitimacy of
the governmen! Is not
questioned anymore.”

Both claims are of course
false. State repression has not
abated. White students were
tear-gassed during a demon-
stration in Cape Town. Promi-
nent trade unionist, Jay Naidoo,
was recently arrested on some
spurious charge.

And imponantly, the conflict
that has erupted in the Johannes-
burg townships is the direct re-
sult of Apartheid and the police
force (SAP).

The war in Natal being
wapged largely by Gaitsha
Buthelezi's Inkatha movement
has claimed over 4,000 lives and
countless refugees. Inkatha is a
state-backed organization that
controls the KwaZulu bantustan
and claims to represent the “Zulu
Nation™.

In reality 1t voices the inter-
ests of a small black business
class and recruits poorer blacks
using a mixture of coercion and
Patronage. A recenl survey
showed that s support is less
than 2% outside of Natal.

The unbanning of the ANC
has given blacks the confidence

to openly defy Inkatha. Thus In-

el R

vigilante attacks on ANC sup-
poriers.

Now this war has spread 1o
the townships in the industrial
heanlands of Johannesburg, In
the townships of Thokoza,
Kagiso, and Sowelo, over 500
people have been killed.

The atomising and insulating
effecis of hostel life have en-
abled Inkatha to recruit “mig-
rant” workers oulside of Nalal.
This has made some hostels con-
servalive strongholds.

Altacks by conservalive hos-
tel dwellers on the broader com-
munily have occurred regularly
dunng peak penods of militant
mobilization, starting with
Sowelo in 1976, But the culture
of resistance 1o Apanheid is now
filtering into the hostels.

Buthelezi's aim is not simply
to gudrantee his own position al
the National negotiation table. It
15, with the aid of the state, 1o
weaken the local structures of
the anti-Apartheid activists and
boost Inkatha nationally.

When Inkatha anacked ANC
aligned hostels in Sebokeng, a
force of 5,000 police and sol-
diers intervened, under the pre-
text of “crime prevention”, o
disarm the residents, not In-
katha.

Therole of the police is trans-
parent 1o most residents. One
dissident Inkatha member gave
this repon: ““The police arc based
al the hostel...who patrol outside

(AUFLNE LG s

REUNIFICATION

The real price of German
unity Is now emerging—a
crisis that has even the
West German government
on the back footl.

While newspapers and con-
servalive economists conlinue (o
claim that the market will solve
every problem. German workers
are facing massive attacks

Lnemployment 1s rockeling
up by 30,000 each week. One
agency cautiously esumates thal
almost half of the industrial
workforce could end up unem-
ployed.

Falling production has al-
ready forced West German
Chancellor Kohl 1o abandon this
year's budget. Things will not
improve when the USSR begins
charging hard currency for East
German o1l impors, which run
al 90 per cent of requirements

German bosses East and
West have responded by slash-
ing living standards. Basic food
staples have quadrupled in price
and rent and electricity are set 1o
rise by five imes.

As the crisis begins 1o bite,
Kohl and East German leader de
Maiziere arc desperalely man-

TRAMS al a standstill as East German workers sirike against

oeuvring 1o avoid the blame.

First they tried to nig the vol-
ing laws. Then they tmied to bring
the joint elections forward so
that people wouldn't be so disil-
lusioned at the time of Lthe poll.

There are signs that Eas) Ger-
mans are deeply distrustful of
the politicians who are dragging
them into the mire, and are tak-
ing action to protect themselves.

Metalworkers, helped by
West German unicns, struck and
won a 30 per cent wage nse,
reduced working hours and job
guaraniees.

Emergency service and
transport workers are holding
nationwide stnkes demanding
the same.

East German farmers have
blockaded parliament in aclions
that drew in hundreds of thou-
sands.

As Kohl looks for a solution,
he faces the nsk of mobilising
West German workers against
him as well.

Stalinist state capitalism has
failed in Germany. But while the
markel is proving (o be no better,
there is nothing to be gained by
trying to turm back the clock.

the governmenl!'s austerily measures.
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Inkatha: de Klerk
 back the anti

ANC supporters in a South African lownship show thelr contemp! for Buthulezi's Inkatha movement.

al night—at about 12 or | am
when everyone is sleeping—
they go in Casspirs (armoured
trucks) and police vans with a
few Inkatha guys.” Houses are
then sclected for attack.

A demonstration outside the
Kasigo police station denounced
the SAP as “White Inkatha™.

A number of factors explain
the timing of Buthelezi’s most
recent offensive. The first at-
tacks occurred in Soweto only
days after the COSATU/UDF

week of mass action agains! the
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The ANC 3 suspension of Lhe
armed struggle has made s’
supporters more vulnerable 1o
aftack. And the formation of a
deal between the state and the
ANC has increased the resolu-
bon of Inkatha to carve oul a
political space for itsell

Buthelezi is also antempting
1o drive a wedge between the
aclivisis of the ANC and the
leadership. Paradoxically, at a

time when an armed defence is
crucial for survival in some
lownships, Mandela 15 urging

]

%]

Moreover, now that the ANC
has ﬂl"'mmm.':d izl 1o negolia-
nons. Mandela 18 under enor-
MOus pressure (0 meel with
Buthelezi. But Inkatha has con-
sistently reneged on all the peace
deals it made with COSATU re-
garding Matal.

Many ANC supporters, such
as the ANC Youth League,

nghifully reject any compro-
mase with Inkatha. Mot to do so
would reinforce the mivth tha
the violence s a cimple ethnic
clash berween Zulus

L]

and
wekbosas dtwomid el ateolvede —by Phillin Whittistd

Klerk of any responsibiliny

A campaign 1o get the police
and miliary out of the lownships
maY

the coming months. [n Sowelo,

well become imperative in

.ll'll.l.
‘:f_'l_f';l M) =ire -n-; x1-_'1"|'|1l|'|'~t|'._n1'|| 1

a well supporied stay-away

hruu:ﬂﬂ Johanneshure 1o a
stand=tll, n profest at the vio-
lence
To succeed, a campaign will
have to build upon such positive
aclion and funbher mobilize
workers and community aciiy-
b 6 v

emical weapons

dump threatens Pacific countries

THE UNITED States is mov-
ing ahead with its contro-
versial plan to use a Paclific
island as a dumping and
storage area for its chemi-
cal weaponry.

The US plan to exiend their
seerel military installation on
Johnston Atoll in the Pacilic

They are currently transport-
ing 100,000 poison gas rockets
from Wesl Germany, to add to
the 300,000 Second World War
nerve and chemical weapons al-
ready there. To move them half-
way around the world 15 veny
hazardous. Because of their age
the weapons are very unstable

The chemical weapons will
be stored on a namow stnp of
land between a runway and the
S04

Even a US Army environ-
mental report says that “numer-
ous aircraft use thal runway
everyday and it only needs one
aircraft to go off course and

plough into those siacked con-
lainers and we will have thou-
sands of nerve pas grenades and
bombs bobbing around for de-
Cades .

The US also plan to inciner-
ate chemical weapons on Lhe 15-
land. Even the
sympathetic CSIRO repori
raised concemns over the lack of
consideration of toxic fallout. It
also pomied to msufficient mon-
itoring of any leaks.

Greenpeace has said that
there are al least four altemnatives
that could be used 1o destroy the
chemicals. All are safer because
they could be conducted in a
closed environment, which
means emissions could be con-
trolled.

However it is becoming clear
with the leaking of a US army
report that the idea of this being
the beginning of the end ol
chemical weapons is just a
smokescreen. The report reveals

relatively

Strikes in Dominican Republic

A NATIONAL strike shook the Dominican Republic in the
middle of August. Fourteen people died and hundreds
were arrested in street clashes.

The strike was in response to President Balguer's
latest austerity plan thal has devalued the peso by 30%
and doubled the price of flour. Electricity Is only supplied
for four hours per day and waler Is only avallable for one

hour per day In poor areas.

Balaguer Is spending $100 million on a giant

house to celebrate the 1892
arrival.

light-
anniversary of Columbus’

Greens fight VFT in France |
ENVIRONMENTALISTS fighting the very fasl train project in
Austratia lake heart! A senior planner of the French version
from Lyon lo the Mediterranean coasl has killed himseil

that Johnston Atoll could be wsed
as a base for chemical weapons
well info the 21 st century and not
Jusi for short tenm use,

The weapons from West Ger-
many are to be retained indeli-
nitely as pan of the US chemical
retaliatory capability. Uniil they
are destroved they are pan of the
weapons stock

The repon says thal the Eo-
ropean stockpile contains mate-
nal usable for national defence
purposes, il (s not waste mate-
ral”

The LIS 15 nod bound 1o de-
stroy them by 1997 as s claimed.
The decision will “depend on the
workd situation”. These weapons
will be held by the anmy chem-
cal activily western command, 2
body required to assist in the
preparation of toxic chemical
mumitions for shipment in de-
ployment situations and to de-
liver to the shipping point. This
could mean the Persian gull?

I he Atoll could also e used
to store the weapons curmmently m
the US. Congress
cided (o have a feasability study
undertaken on Lransporting the
preseni L.'4y|l1 chemical w €apan
stockpiles to less-densely popu-
lated sites. I they are allowed 1o
get away with their curment plans
they could well transfer all the
wieapons 1o the Aol

The US didn't 1ake any notice
of the concermn of the Pacilic 18-
land nations and received strong
backing for their plan from
Australia’sBob Hawke.

Hawke was the only repre-
senfative oul of 13 countries al
the recent South Pacilic lorum to
give unqualified suppor 1o the
proposed Johnston Artoll
bumoff. Throughout the meet-
ing, he bullied South Pacific
governments (o accepl the
United States plan (o treat their
region as a rubbish tip.

—by Mike Walerman

recently de

Thousands of people prolested against the French pro-
posal, blocking rail lines and occupying slations. Environ-
mentalists have been upset because lhe lrain would cause
thousands of acres of forests and vineyards o be destroyed.

Other rail services are being run down. I lakes 272 hours
to travel 100km between Aix and Nimes.

Tobacco Riots in Sibe

ria

THE LACK of consumer goods provoked riols and dem-
onstrations in Siberian Chelyabinsk al the end of August.
Consumers shouted, “Give us sausage, give us sugar,
give us tobacco” oulside the city’s largest supermarkel.
On one night the demonstrators Iried to slorm the
Interior Ministry lo free comrades arrested previously.
The shortage of lobacco Is acule across the counlry.
The nationwide demonsirations have led to Gorbachev
sacking the minister responsible, Viadilen Nikitin.
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| - Inkatha: de Klerk
~ back the anti

FW DE KLERK recenlly
addressed a university
campus gathering. The
government he claimed
l was "more than ever in a
peaceful way on the road o
negotiations. Legitimacy of
the government! Is not
questioned anymore.”

Both claims are of course
false. Stale repression has not
abated. White students were
tear-gassed during a demon-
stration in Cape Town. Promi-
nent trade unionist, Jay Naidoo,
was recently armested on some
spunious charge.

And imporantly, the conflict
that has erupted in the Johannes-
burg townships is the direct re-
sult of Apantheid and the police
force (SAP).

The war in Natal being
wapged largely by Gatsha
Buthelezi's Inkatha movement
has claimed over 4,000 lives and

Il b T ——

's police
-ANG pogroms
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The real story behind the Gulf crisis:

- r

THE REALITY of British rula in
the Middle Easl; soldiers crack
down In Aden. US dominatlon
has relled more on Zlonlsm and
complian| local rulers.

® “We must become the
owners or at any rate
the controllers at the
source of af leasf a
proportion of the oil
which we require.” 9

—Wirstan Chorchill, 1913

aborl their action

This made Nasser a hero in the
eyes of the Arab masses, strengthen- ]
ing the hand of the nationalist move-
mants in countries bke lrag, Nassarite
partigs were lormed in many countries
and Syria and Egypl momenlarily
unifed in the Uniled Arab Republic,
awakening visions ol Arab unity

In Iraq the ullra-reactionary gov-
emmment of Nuri al-5a’id signed lhe
explicitly anli-Nasser Baghdad Pact in
1956 wilh the equally pro-Westem
Saudis. Unsure thal the pariiament
would ralily the Pacl, al-Sa'id
_ _ - n arranged for a fake election. The Com-
e - : b [ T ; < p ) munist Party and the newly lormed

- ey Malionalisis united in opposition with
the Synan inspired (and more right-
wing nationalis!) Ba'ath party to lound
the National Unity Front

In 1858 alter a particularly bioody
series ol demonsirations, the army
cracked and al-Sa''d was deposed in
a coup d'efal.

There lollowed a period of instabil-
ity in which the vanous components of
the opposilion jockeyed for influence {
The Communist Parly once again, ;
namsirung as it had been in 1948 and
as the Iraruan Communisis had been

vigilante attacks on ANC sup-
poriers.

Now this war has spread 1o
the townships in the industrial
heanlands of Johannesburg, In
the lownships of Thokoza,
Kagiso, and Sowelo, over 500
people have been killed.

The atomising and insulating
effecis of hostel life have en-
abled Inkatha 1o recruit “mig-
rant” workers outside of Natal.
This has made some hostels con-
servalive strongholds.

Altacks by conservalive hos-
tel dwellers on the broader com-
munily have occurred regularly
duning peak penods of militant
mobilization, starting with
Soweto in 1976, But the culiure
of resislance o Apanheid is now
filtering into the hostels.

Buthelezi's aim is not simply
to gudrantee his own position al
the National negotiation table. It
15, with the aid of the state, 1o

TRETCHING from the
Straits of Hormuz, north-
wards along the
Southern Arablan shore of the
Gull, lies one ol the world's
more peculiar political enti-
ties—the United Arab Emirates.
Today they are a strange colleclion
of federated siales where lhe labu
lously nich descendants of Bedouin
cheals rute over Ther personal of wells
and Itve i luxury m artilicial cities such
as Abu Dhabi and Dubas
The oil wells are worked by an
immigrant workforce who make up
miost of the population and possess no
politscal nghts
Two hundred years ago this gesen
region was inhabited by a handiul of
Bedouin. With the estabfishment of the
Suez canal in the 1BB0Ds, British inler-
&s5! in the region increased
Egyp! was annexed in 1886
Kuwait (another impoverished Bed-

e

- i -
ANC supporters in a South African lownship show thelr contemp! for Buthulezi's Inkatha movement.

ouin emirale) in 1896, and Aden
{loday’'s South Yemen) in a piecemeal
fashion betwean 1886 and 1914

As a resuft, Britain was abls 1o

in 1953 by the Slaknist doclring thal
workers revolulion was impossible in
underdeveloped counlries, lailed lo
take the lead

countless refugees. Inkatha is a
state-backed organization that
controls the KwaZulu bantustan

weaken the local structures of
the anti-Apartheid activists and
hoost Inkatha nationally.

al night—at about 12 or | am
when everyone is sleeping—
they go in Casspirs (armoured

The ANC 3 -L.l\r1:!'l-_\!l'_*!'l-‘_‘||h~.
armed struggle has made s’

supporiers more vilnerable o

Moreover, now that the ANC
has commuitied isell o negolia-
nons, Mandela s under enor-

Klerk of any responsibility
A campaign 1o get the police
and miliary out of the lownships

and claims 1o represent the “Zulu When Inkatha attacked ANC  trucks) and police vans with a

; itack. And the formation of a Mmous préssare (o meel with may well become imperative i

= ikl s i Alter thre JBAars I arow S : T . L L il pre = £ CE - CCOME 1 iive in

zﬂfgnate s <okl L e fepression :ujﬂfﬁhag :ﬁﬁ.lﬁe%a':ra NAtIon aligned hostels in Sebokeng, a few Inkatha guys.” Houses are  deal between the state and the  Buthelezi. But Inkatha has con-  the coming months. [n Soweto,
rabian pernsula. = E=SIAN diainst e Letl, e it vDices inter- . 5 : ol . o : EEE TR ; 2 e ey T . %

The Ottoman Empire was still the Party seized power in a coup d'etat In reality 1t voices the inter- force of 5,000 police and sol- then selected for attack. ANC has increased the resolu-  sistently reneged onallthe peace  a well supported stay-away and

ests of a small black business
class and recruits poorer blacks
using a mixture of coercion and

diers intervened, under the pre-
text of “crime prevention”, o
disarm the residenis, not In-

A demonstration oulside the
Kasigo police station denounced
the SAP as “White Inkatha™.

normenal ruder of the rest of the kiddle
East (excep! lran). bul the discovery
of oal in iran and rag around the lum

uon of Inkatha to carve out a
political space for itsell
Buthelezi is also anempting

deals 1t made wiuth COSATU re-
garding MNatal.
Many ANC supporiers, such

and proceeded 1o slaughler the Com-
munists. Since then lraq has been
ruled by a series of nght-wing mulitary

‘f'l_fglit_! -lr|-r|;_‘ -1-_'ﬁ'|1l|'l\t|._'|'|'|||1"|
broughl Johannesburg 1o a
siandstill, profest at the vio-

pf Ihe century was soon o chanpe governmenis parading under the E;irﬂl:jugc. {xxre.:cm 5yn-n:1.r katha. ekl Armlrmhc-r nffmﬂm_Fxplnin 10 dnive a wedge between the as the ANC Youth League, lence
) absurd tal of “Ha'ath Sociaiem™ owed that 1is support is less Theroleofthe policeistrans-  the timing of Buthelezi's most  activists of the ANC and the nighifully reject any compro- To succeed, a campaign will

parent 1o most residents. One
dissident Inkatha member gave

recenl offensive. The first ai-
tacks occurred in Soweto only

mperialism

an 70 i
The OPEC oil embargo of 1973 g mdr—}-ﬁfu?::;;d:h?; :?l::c ANC

provided a shock 1o the West but was

The Binsh reduced kan o the

leadership. Paradoxically, at a
status of a virtual colony, placing its ol

time when an armed defence s

mse with lokatha. Not 1o do so

have to build upon such positive
would reinforce the myth tha

aclion and fariher mobilize

' pendence”. But the British roops and

{51% owned by the British govern-
ment). The Frsl World War saw irag
detached from the Turks and grven 10
the British The British were divided on
how to rule irag. Some wanted to treat
it a5 a colony, others like Sir Arthur
Hitzel of the India Office, wanted a
more indvect rule.

| clear in a confidential memorandum

that year:
In Palestine wa do nol propose 1o

2V alBiilalal .
IU\IOIUUUI | ¢ | |

Workers rise

Maarwhile, the end of the Second
World War seemed to hold outl soms
hope for greater independence. The

lor the overtheow of the monarchy

the overthrow of the right-wing Sahb

in revolution

and |
counterposed the demand simply tor |

HE 1979 revolution in
Iran was not the orgy of
Islamic fundamentalism

REUNIFICATION

The real price of German
unity Is now emerging—a

oeuvring 1o avoid the blame.
First they tried to nig the vol-

United States

wEalh in the nands of Anglo-Persian Addan’out. The Trantan revoliton of has given blacks the confidence Lhisrepnﬂ:‘"'!hepoﬁc:nmhm:d_ days after the CQSEWMDF crucial for survival in some the violence is a simple ethnic  workers and community aciyy-
Ol CD’“Q&‘H how.:;dafs EP 1o P P i_,'r'r;J{;E‘pr‘;_ to openly defy Inkatha. Thus In-  atthe hostel...who patrol outside  week of mass action against the  townships, Mandela 1s urging  clash between Zulus and s
i R O was 1 Dhe NEndE of e . atha has organized large the hosiel during the d. ' S e SRR o st s GRaen AL el mivaatsive s . —by Phillip Whitlieid
; i Pelrodgum Compény " . ¥

chemical weapons

dump threatens Pacific countries

THE UNITED States is mov-
ing ahead with its contro-

plough into those stacked con-
lainers and we will have thou-

that Johnston Atoll could be used I he Aroll could also be used

as a base for chemical weapons o store the weapons curmently

What we ought 1o have been creal- even go through the form of con- | British and the French economies had | Jabr ad seTh ik crisis that has even the inglaws.Thentheymedtobnng oreiq) plan 1o use a Paclfic sands of nerve gas grenades and  well into the 2Istcentury and not  the US. Congress recently de
ing In this ime is some adminisira- | Sulting the wishes of the present | been shattered by the war, resufting in The regent was delighted 1o be | L has been portrayed as In es West German government the joint elections forward s0 o504 a5 @ dumping and  bombs bobbing around for de-  just for short term use. cided lo have a feasability study
tion with Arab institutians which we inhabitants. .. The Four Powers are | a shift in world power towards the US, | presented with this opporunity. He | Wesl. The working class play on the back fool. that people wouldn’t be so disil- storage area for its cheml- cades” The weapons from West Ger-  undertaken on transporting the

can safely leave while puling the
sirings oursehves: something thal
won 1 cost very much, which Labour

commitiad to Zionism
And it was not some sentimental
attachment by the British ruling class

which used iis infiuence (o pressure
againsl drect colanial rule. The two

European powers could fittle afford |

| sacked Salib, and installed an ancienl

veteran of the 1920 uprising in power,
whao proceeded afier a shorl interval 1o

a key role.
It was only the failure of the Left,
once agan disoriented by Stalinism,

While newspapers and con-
servalive economists conlinue (o
claim that the market will solve

lusioned at the time of the poll.
There are signs that Easl Ger-
mans are deeply distrustiul of

cal weaponry.
The US plan to extend their

The LS also plan 1o inciner-
ate chemical weapons on the 15

many are to be retained indefli-
F!!|;_Llfu as I"i_'r: of the I'S 1L'hIC|”"-.'.|r

present L.'451|I1 chemical weapon
stockpiles to less-densely popu-

! ith i ' ; | 131 - : : cecrel military installation on land. Even the relatively retaliatory capability. Unnl they  lated sites. IT they are allowed 1o
miﬂwm*ﬂhﬂs pE- 1 1o JEW:S!‘: wellare that lay behind lh!z- the cost of direcl rule in any case and | reward the Cl:l-"rlrrsuﬂl.‘:-i Party with | 10 lake a lead, thal alll-:-.aéd_ﬁlhﬂﬂ'f:m every problem. German workers  the politicians who are dragging Yobniin Afoll in the Pacific sympathetic CSIRO report  are destroyed they are part of the  get away with their current plans
nimb.mpollicai irﬂems;ﬂmﬂ be e = ) CPPAC | TIEIVEC DR SOcOIOrRaauon B e ’Tg‘ 1a Ty 'Ehe Lo aul:g “,Tr are facing massive altacks them into the mire, and are Lak- They are currently transport- raised concemns over the lack of weapons stock they could well transfer all the

’ ated the value of oil, made this abun- | In addition the discavery of oil in The focus of the struggle against | his opponents on the Left, and finally Unemployment is rocketing  ing action to protect themselves. . 00 ras mckets  consideration of loxic fallout. Ti The report says thal “the Eu-  weapons 1o the Aloll

the more consenvalive, backward and ing 100,00 poison gas rockels consideralion of Loxic i _ i
ik L H L ; L=

in 1932. raq was granted “inde-
the British oil companies remained

The rise of Arab
nationalism

*HE decision to grant

dantly clear in 1920

...a Jewish siatle under the protec-
tion of tha Britsh Crown, which
mighl comprise three or four midlion

view be benelicial and would be
especially in harmony with the trus
interests of the British Empire
I's hargly surprising that Arab and
Persian resistance to the partition of
iher homelands and 1o imperialist

Jews...would from every point of |

manageable slales, such as Saud
Arabia and Kuwaill, gave the West
oplions it could exploil evien il it lost
control of ran or fraq

'The US
~ascendancy

imperialism then moved (o neighbour-
ing Iran where a government was
elecled under the leadership ol a

. nalionalst, Mohammed Mossadeq. mn

1851

Mossadeq's "National Front™ gov-

| ernmeant proceeded o nationalise the |

propery ol the Brtsh oll compganies

provaking nghteous indignation in |

London which the Shah duly regs

to crush the workers' movemenl

it was however a crushing blow for
US imperialism from which they are
still desperately Irying o recover. In

| tha Shah they lost their most powerlul

and loyal supporter amongst the ol
producing states around the Guff
That was why they backed today's
relrospective “tyranl®, Saddam Hus-
sein, when he invaded lran in 1980

up by 30,000 each week. One
agency cauliously estmates that
almost half of the industnial
workforce could end up unem-
ployed.

Falling production has al-
ready forced West German
Chancellor Kohl 1o abandon this
year's budget. Things will not

Metalworkers, helped by
West German unions, struck and
won a 30D per cenl wage nse,
reduced working hours and job
guaraniees.

Emergency service and
transport workers are holding
nationwide stnkes demanding
the same.

from West Germany, to add to
the 300,000 Second World War
nerve and chemical weapons al-
ready there. To move them half-
way around the world 15 veny
hazardous. Because of their age
the weapons are very unsiable
The chemical weapons will
be stored on a narmow stnp of

also pomied to msulficient mon-
itonng of any leaks.
Greenpeace has said that
there are a least four altemaltives
that could be used 1o destroy the
chemicals. All are safer because
they could be conducted in a
closed environment, which
means emissions could be con-

The US didn’t 1ake any notice
rial usable for national defence  of the concern of the Pacific 15-
purposes, il is not waste mate- land nations and received strong
nal” backing for their plan [rom
The US is not bound 1o de-  Australia’sBob Hawke
stroy them by 1997 as isclaimed. Hawke was the only repre-
The decision will "dependon the  sentative out of 15 countries al
world siteation”,. These weapons  the recent South Pacific lorum to
will be held by the army chemi-  give ungualified suppon to the

ropean stockpile contains mate-

3 1 aredd b lgarnma 10 e e Ao That is why oY arg 5 e 1 o 5 o\ - N 1 av - . N _r - - 50 F ”
M independence fo Ira Citc ] . _ | lered by planning to sack Mossadeq hat is why Ihey are determined improve when the USSR begins East German farmers have 1.4 between a runw ay and the trolled cal activity westem command, a3 proposed Johnston Ato
! ) mlﬂ!ﬂﬂr p[ﬂ“nke‘d bg pation flared agam and agam | Etisuf'll-{h_Ee hdﬂe csinl,lnul‘-lius | However the piol was uncovered and | 1003y D use lhe crisis with [ragq 1o L_.h:lr,g|n'F hard CUMEncy for East blockaded p‘]rh:lm{_'n[ In acltions e However it is l'ﬂ.:'l.-l_‘mrng clear b‘."\i} I'L‘qulﬁ.‘d (o assist in the burmolT. nrﬂughﬂ’“l the meet-
i a series ﬁg riots and strikes Eeé:;e:ﬂgw f-‘ﬂ-’s. only 1o reach a inde ‘endengf "ur:_* :me t tha Shah was forced lo fiee by a pop re-estaplsh Lheir righl o inleneng German o1l impons, which run  that drew in hundreds of thou- Even a US Army environ- with the leaking of a US army preparation of toxic chemical ing, he bullied South Pacific
i L & posl- I e = wiar uosuToe iHitary and assort Their wh 5 L - . £ o a 3 e i g i « f . i K 1Y acce 3
'[ AL R h rocked the country in T ok wa;pﬁ.ﬂdl !5 lall P to b | b el L (NP ] SIS d e islih If.q. e at 90 per cent of requirements sands. mental repon says that “numer-  report that the idea of this being  munitions for ?-.hl]"l'mr'rt n de |_..mcrnmcnlh o accept Ih_L
Mgt e ‘ ne growin of an industnal working | perialism were 1o be cruelly Once maore a wave ol sirikes and British did belore them) when Ihe . S ’ ; - : . Unned States plan (o treat their
| : class along the raltways ard pors, in | dashed t IT. ru_H 1_ =g I.r.s I_ \rikes ar : .I:I r.r1 Delc 1neE WitE German bosses East and As Kohl looks for a solution, ous aircraft use thal runway 1he ht’glrll'ltl'lp of the end ol p|.|.'|}l'|15.:‘l"1| situations and 10 de miled Stalés plan o rea £
T i i b, “ gemansiralions oA lone o =il Aarabs ol oo unDity - | . = " E - p— i ; | i
} The British reaised lha! uniess cilias such as Tehran, Cairo and The British in particular mainlained e r,p_g,;-} B '.'.._."i".l r-.ﬂ - .r.?r[ I(\. P =4 iy f __l]. _.r: w \aelam. I Wesl have rf\lr(kndtd by slash- he faces the nsk of I‘I’\‘[‘hl‘llﬂ-lﬂb evervday and it L‘H‘II]I' needs one  chemical weapons is just a liver 1o the \hll‘ﬂ"‘lﬂg poant. .;rhl\ MEgHo as a n-lbb]-\?k“[;.‘ :
‘they aliowed Faisal's regime the | Baghdad and mostimportantly onthe | military bases and r'-E-'u_'.I.n--“-!r'.:i-‘-:-“’ |:“ rTrr:r-r- .-.-.-.r*r --'r|"| r—‘l r .:-1 t 4- i oar :,:.- = -,-.'.---.' -"u-,r r,-' ARIT -.:{ the ing living standards. Basic food West German workers against aircraft to go off course and smokescreen. The repon reveals  could mean the Persian gull: —by Mike Waterman
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Bppearance of autonomy, i woukinl | oi hields. provided the basis lor the | gessons in the Gull not to lead the move ..'_.-!.| bul to | lives of the people of the Middle East, staples have quadrupled in price h|mqaaluc-l'r. 2 h
m_ﬂ“a- growth of communist parties. The first | The US backed tha Zionisis even realrain it Thev ----n 4 .:’.' J.-". : .. i r A -':. e i._ Y w.[.ré.- 1 F .'&I..':-'i rige and and rent and electricily are st 1o slalinist stale capialism nas
1 ‘examples of Arab ,m ihe fust | Of these was eslabiished in Iran in | more lervently than the British, rans- | a I;r ek B e ik j f--aJ-rrr!'u..:--.-;---J.- I ||lt{1|-7w (o rise by five times. failed in Germany. But while the
rule and they mrm'nuba:r::g:tuh ;ﬁim pﬁf?f”f“"" role in the | forming Israel inlo, a heavily armed | was enough 1o frighten sections of the | maintain the How of ol and profits lrom As the crisis begins 10 bite,  market "““"-"Z‘g“il“ -n-m::;r' Strikes in Dominican Republic Thousands of people protested against the French pro-
The annexation o iran had *ﬂfe- that year | European enclave and backing i in middie class g the army back mnio the Caull Kohl and East German leader de there is nothing 1o gained by riKes In P posal, blocking rail ines and occupying slations Environ-
met by an i 19% ; % 1 But in all cases i wasn't until the i 1848 and 1967 in wars againstils Arab | the arms of the Shah It is the tens of bilions ol dollars a Maiziere are desperately man-  Irying o tum back the clock. A NATIONAL strike shook the Dominican Republic in the imer'a[ﬁhsis have been upsel because he train would cause
bicodily suppressed Kurdish v fUasss it e camouriist. | neighbours in 1953 the CIA and British inteili- | year thal the US oil companies alone . - middle of Augusl. Fourteen people died and hundreds thousands of acres of lorests and vineyards lo be destroyed.
: parties of the Middie East began 1o Bt in the shor lemn there was ¢ aence combinad 16 arhanien riaka in tha aoll he US and Aust- edi I 1 clashes W i !
i northermn: - 308 Was a gence combingd 10 orbanise a coup ik in audf that the US and Aust were arrest n sireel clas 3 d It takes 2% hours
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bt drnes bom , i deﬁenmr:ﬁgndaﬁ_ 1oak aqj-famr,qp .q_r_ 2 | The same year saw a very different | people of tha Middla East from tyranmy and doubled the price of flour. Electricity Is only supplied Tob Riots in Siberia
HM.L“HW poitical : ich was 1o | In tran and lraq, the communist | coup in Eqypt where a group of army s the working class which has grown d nd water is only avallable for one obacco ()
sboBk S S peasanisand | have lragic consequences parlies grew massively in a series of | officers placed a nationalisl colonel i n size and power over the for four hours per day a THE LACK of consumer goods pmmked riols and dem-
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Left's Joan Kirner
became Victorian
Premier in early Aug-
ust, there was much

WHEN THE Socialist

AR RAY el

over al least £2.4 hillion in
losses from the bank and
Tm*un!mcnulqthc State Rank's
merchant hapkmg anm)

Australian lNnancial svstem”™,
the State Government is 1o take

By
Glenn Harper

board, abour 8,000 jobs will be

N insas~ats

RETAL

RANI cONnUCTORS |

RO

Actually, the State Bank will
have an after-fax profit for ils

red-baiting from thje
Right. They needn’l

new owners. Ralph Ward-Am-

have bﬂthered- bler, State Bank chaimman, calls
The privalisateon, massive this “an ahsolule hinancial
joh Cuts, increases in faxes and  anomaly”. We'd say 11 s more

like a capitalist obsceniy,

Kimer and Keating's shot-
gun sale of the State Bank 15 jusl
one of many privatizanon
MHVEs.

Butdespite the revenue from
this fire sale of public assets,
which former Premier John Cain
staried and Kimer has taken 1o
new heights, massive expendi-

charges introduced in the Aug-
ust budget affect workers di-
rectly.

Potenstially the most damag-
ing for the ALF is the sale of the
Stute Bank of Victona to the
Commonwealth Bank, and the
partial privatization of the fed-
eral bank fo fund the ake-over.

Although Labor’s Leflt has
been subdeed in 11s cnticism, it gure culs are planned

is possible there will be stnke In education 2,600 jobs are
action by State Bank employees. o go, while in the Health

In order to sweeten the sale  Department it's 1.500 and in

and keep “the imegrity of the  ransport i1's 1,000. Across the

&
7,

MEETIN

Melbsoree braach of [be intermational Sacialist Organizalion meeds every
MONDAY aight a1 7 30pm al Beskmarks, 151 fioor, 328 Flinders 5L, City.
Far terther details ring 629 3148

PUBLIC MEETING

Wem-:atmﬂ-eﬁm:s mmwhwwmwmd

-h-;nmaum our bosses defeated in the Gui

m::mmmhmmﬂ

Cnina
Bﬂ:h‘l

Lnin 2rvd the Bighd egeinat

Lmﬁﬂmmmmammhmu

1 October.
tanding how sociaksts

shied

A1 the same [Ime as s«
are being
franspart job
will increase by 15%
areties and petrol taxes

SOGT

redoce

ane going

GLOOM

Yel not all is gloom and

doom. Before the budget, thous-
ands of angry state employeées
demonstrated agdinsl the gov-
ernment attacks.

At the Victonian Tourism
Commission where 12 lempor-
ary siall were sacked a week
hefore the budger, workers
occupied their shopfront office
0 [Ig?‘rl for their _|||1'n.

VicTour 15 set 1o be sold off
as w L-ll.

despite orders from Tourism
"uhnn[-.r Steve Crabb 1o close it
down, the workers, backed |_'I_~.
their union, the VPSA, Kept the
office open for business.

Itis only through stands such
as this thar workers can fight
back against a government
which makes ordinary people
pay for iis doomed atiempls o
run capitalism

We can agree with Treasurer
Roper when he says thal “a lot
of young people... won't get the
opporunities they deserve™ due
1o this budget. But it's not just
the young, Mr Roper.

VICCS
1 and P-ll|"|ik.
lares
Beer, cig-

1re <24 [0

VIC LEFT’S HORROR BUDGET

IO NS, 6

N

VICTORIAN tram workers on sirike agamsl earlier Labor culs.

Value for money

A TRADITIONAL argumenl againsi socialism Is that workers
aren’l compelent to run the economy. Don’l we need experts
lo do 1?7 Don't 1op bankers, for example, earn their high
salaries because of their high performance?

Some Interesting Information about bank executives has
just been released. The number one boss at the Common-
wealth Bank made $290,000. i thal sounds like a lol, how
sboul his equivalent ai the Nallonal Australia Bank, who made
£630,000?7 Or better still the Westpac supremo who really
cleaned up, with over $1,800,000!

But they're so competenl—or are they? Comparisons with
financial results suggesis that pay was inversely related lo
productivity. The Commonwealth had the highes! relurn on
net assels, while Westpac had the second lowest.

Bul the besi story of all Is about lan Johns, former director
of Tricontinenial, the merchanl bank lhal created a calas-
trophe for the State Bank ol Victoria and for John Cain.

Johns received $420,000 In salary and emoluments. While
he was In the job, Tricontinental managemenl managed to
write one bad loan for every good loan, leading to losses of
more than half the loan book’s tolal size.

How did they do that? Reportedly, urgent loan proposals
were circulated to the directors and followed up by a phone
vote. Without the benefit of discussion al a meeling, approval
was a mere formality. Now the taxpayers are picking up the

biil.

Competent? Pul the employees In charge of all the banks
tomorrow, and we'd be better off.

By Tom O'Lincoln

i £, waimmmmw

MARXISM FOR BEGINNERS

MM‘
m&m mroduce the bassc deas of Marn-
mum mfln-nur Finders 51, City. Phone 629 3148

LaTrobe Uni students continue

BRISBANE

Brizbane branch of tke International Sociglist Orpanisation meets every
TUESDAY night mt 7.00pm 2l Boskmarks, 2nd floer, 99 Elizabeth 51, City.
For furthar detalls ring 229 8832

The Cormmunist internasional, Tussdery 18 Seplernber.
This body was set up after the Aussan revolstion in an anempt to
e
The National Front in France and Ger
B 50 wol Ace ey tascacss and how shodd e et respord
i and e orisis of Social Tuesday 2 October.
i Happened lo the Labor alegy of nationalising ndus
nummnr:mm S o y

, Tuesciay 9 October.
mmwmmnhwwmﬂma

} CANBERRA

branch of e Islernationa! Socialis! Orgacisation meets every
mﬂﬂﬂ‘lﬂlhhmmﬂaﬂhﬁm Workers” Clab,
Chilgers St Civic.
Racism, 17
me campagns

Arsb IR g3 8 T the MFP, and anti-

can ba dona?

. m

ks Lenin's theory of Monday 1 October.
MMMI‘M.“W-MW':M

SYDNEY

 PLEASE NOTE: NEW VENUE
oy s o e rationl St £ Opsasnes

? H of e Intarnationa! Secialist Ssclalist Organication holés regular
roups. For Sstails wrils 1o GPO Bax 1898, Heban 7001 o
Btk &Ey paper weliar
i,inUFFIE#TV OF TASMANIA
We by immf?m 1-3pm, pedestrian unnel.

PAGE 6—THE SOCIALIST SEPTEHBEH 1890

their fight against CRA takeover

ONWEDNESDAY 15 Augusta
meeting was held a1 LaTrobe
University about the sale of land
fora Research and Development
Park 10 Conzinc Riotinto Aus-
traha (CRA). [t was the first step
in & campaign Lo stop the sale
Speakers pointed out the
appalling record of this com-
pany—ils destructive mine in
Bougainville, 1ts connections
with South Africa and i1s inter-
ests in uranium mining. Links
were also made between the land
sale and the Hawke Govemn-
ment’s restructuring of edu-
canon—particularly the push for
privausation of research funding
and for research to be more
closely tied 1o industry.
Members of the Intermnational
Socialist Organsation club on
campus argued thal we should
show our anger al this by march-
ing up 1o the library 1o have a
brief sit-in and hand out leaflets
10 students. The library was
chosen because students are not
allowed (o hand out information
al what is supposedly a facility
for disseminating information to
students and staff,
About thirty students
marched up to the library
Despite the small size of the
march, we managed (o gel some
good chants going and students
sitting around cating their lunch
could at least see that people are
concerned enouph about the
1ssue Lo fight. When we got to the
library, five of us were able 1o
gel inside and hand out leaflets
The other students were locked
oul.
The library users inside were.
because of this, unable to get out.

However, despite the inconve-
nience, they reponded very sym-
pathetically 1o us. We were able
to explain to them what the cam-
paign was about, hand oul heaps
of leaflets, and gel names on a
petiion denouncing the sale.
About three quarers of studenis
inside either ook a leaflet or
signed the petition.

Members of the Left Alli-
ance-controlled Siudent Repre-
sentative Council—who do not
think that actions such as the lib-
rary demonstration are the way
10 take the campaign forward—
tried 1o argue that the action was
an abysmal failure, that it only
“pissed people of™

Buton the contrary, the demo

publicised the campaign in a
dramatic way and the response
to i1 inside the library and at an
information stall the following
day, was posilive.

The organising group organ-
ised another action for Thursday
A0 August, streel theatre
dramatising the issues in the
campaign and a march to the

land sale site lo siake a “mining
claim™
While the streét theaire was

an effective way 1o publicise a
campaign, not l_"num'_;fh elfont was
put into encouraging studenis (o
gel involved. Too few leaflers
WCTC [‘\F'l.ﬂIULuJ 10 hand 1o stud-
ents and we relied (0o much on
the drama 10 cOnvey our mes-

Riding
the gravy
train

HOSSES WEREN'T oo happy
w hen the Fringe Benelits Tax put the
lid on business lunches & couple of
years ago, What used 10 be & [ax
deduction became a lax liability, Bug
they pot around i by Organising
catered nosh-ups in the boardmoms
andd renaming three-hour lanches
TEEMANAan

Mivw bosses have a mew chal-
lenge—Ithe Training Guarantee Tax.
Companres with annual payrolls
over $2ELIKD must spend 19 on
slall trainimg, or pay il in lax

Lavne Walkins, director of El|-
gitle Training Company, adviser 1o
stockbrokers and merchant banks,
quickly saw whal siaff (raining
would mean in practice. Senior
execulives will b the main ecip-
enis of the “traiming ™. He explained:
“In reality, most companies are
probably going 1o spend all their
training allocation on a few top
execufives rather than on all of theiy
Ivping pool — because i1°s bath eas-
ier Lo document 1o Govermment and
easier (o explain 1o the Boand™,

A hwo day seminar on “'What the
accountants lorgol (o lell you abow
ithe Training Guaranice Act™ held
Peppers on Sea in Temrigal shows
that Watkins 15 on Lhe ball. Accoun-
lants, psychologists and Tax Office
brass told those paying $495 a pop
how 10 nclude clienis in training
programs and why Irining courses
should be conducted al Peppers (or
even overseas). Parlicipants
indulged in cockiail paries, and 4n
evening’s elegant dining. They
could use the gym, spa and heated
pool

The promoters claimed that the
course was designed o be “eligible
and struciured within the meaning of
the Act.™ In other words we taxpay-
ers fooled the bill.

And who organised i1? Would
you believe ... the Eligible Training
Company!

CLASSSTRUGGLEINTHELUCKY GCOQUNTRY was

sage, rather than simply and
clearly telling students what was
going on. As a result, the march
consisted mainly of those al-
ready involved in the campaign.

This again reflects the atti-
tude of those who see direct ac-
tion as pissing people off and
think that straightforward, polit-
ical propaganda would be bor-
ing for students.

So while this campaign cer-
tainly has the potential to stop
the beginning of the pnvartis-
ation of research at LaTrobe, we
still have to argue for il 1o be of
a militant, democratic and oul-
ward-looking character for it (o
do so

by Ron Tierne)

Gold Coast building workers
fight sexist bosses

BUILDING WORKERS at the Gold
Coasl recently took a stand agains
sexual discrumonalion

Around 200 workers at the Inle
sile, Main Beach, hin the grass alfter
1 femiale co-workers were sacked

I‘.‘-_l....' i5e of their gender. The sacked
W CHTHEN di!-:gi' that & [oreman, when
l:'l.rli.-ﬂl'llr}"' the reason (or their dis
mmiissal, said that the builder, Waipac,
did nod want females working on the
site. The company denie
Al

i lhe alleg

The men, members of the Buld
ing Workers Industrial Union and
the Builders Labowrers Federation.
have been on sinke
ihe company have refused (o re
i_'l'l-'lrlh.":_. the vwo women Plumibers.
pamiers and elecincians prned them
for halfl a day. Workers

foriwoweecks a

irom olher

Waipac sites have indicated tha
they ame prepane d 1o give Imancual
and indusinal guppon il the sinke
cConlinues

Mark Hic ey, the BWILU official
handling the dispule, said that trad
itionally building workers have
reflused 1o 1olerale any sexual dis
Criminalion against fem ile co
workers by employers and even
Nough “times were lough”, the men
a1 the Main Beach site had stiesd by
ihe sacked wormen :

The sinking workers have jusl

held a r'I'.._"l,'llh!.: wheEne ||‘|_‘ Hlﬂ.li

members have decided 1o retum Lo

wiork butl will Ninancially suppor the
Hl F members who v ted Lo slay ol
al lea 1 another § d iy

Though hope for the re-instale
meni ol the 2 wacked women s Fad

ing, Ihere 15 no doubl (hat the hiun-
dreds of thousands of dollars lost by
Waipac because of the dispute will
make them think wice aboul sack-
ing cther female |'\--;J||-'1|HF,"' workers
This strike also puis another il
in the colTin of the idea Lhat all men
are the enemy of women and poinis
1oy the way forsard. Had (he sacking
of the women occured al a work
place thal was poorly 1||'{.'Jr'll."¢'d then
ikl the wirkers, male or le
male. would nol have had the \.1"1|-|'
dence or even Lhe consciOusness 1o

do anylhing aboor L This sinke
leaches us the ImMporiance of all
workers 1o aclively b lclin g iht

union &l their workplace and for
feminists 10 support militant uniens
like the BLF when they ane .,Ii,i.{lli"d

|||.1 Kym Hii Ly

ey — il [ —

Under Victoria’s “Socialist” govenment, it’s ...

JAIL FOR LEIGHTON’S
- PIGKETERS

ON 27 AUGUST, Ralph Edwards was jailed
for 21 days without remissions—for picket-

ing.

Ralph Is a shop steward with the Federated En-
gine Drivers and Firemans Association. Another
shop steward, Mick Harisen of the Amalgamated
Soclety of Carpenters and Jolners, (ASC&J) was

arrested on September 4.

The dispute atthe Leighton's
building site, a1 417 St Kilda Rd
Melbourne, has seen bosses
broadening their use of legal ac-
tion against workers. The arrests
of rank and file workers like Ed-
wards and Hartsen follow on
from the jailings of union offi-
cials during the BLF deregistra-
tion.

Depite the constant police
harassment and the legal action,
45 workers remain solid 12
weeks into the dispute. Carpen-
ters and labourers working on
the site were sacked on 8 June
and have been picketing since.

The St Kilda Rd site had been
the scene of numerus Health

preventing them from being
within 200 metres of the site,

In addition Leighion's are
seeking damages of $50,000 a
day from each of the twelve,

The picketers at 417 can win.
They have shown by their
strength to date that they can last
a lot longer.

But it is not a matter of trying
to out last the boss. To win they
musl broaden the struggle. The
continuing legal anacks are the
1ssue (hat they can use 1o win the
suppon of other workers—if the
bosses can get away with using
the courts against workers al
417, they will try it on wherever
they can.

Pressure has 10 be pul on our
union leaders to act. This means
workplace meetungs, motions of
suppon for the 417 picketers at
union branch meetings, and col-
lections. Donations and lefters
of suppon should be sent 1o P.O.

Box 100, Carlton South, Vic
3053.

BELOW: Ralph Edwards, jailed for pickeling.

and Safiey disputes prior o the
sackings. In a ten week penod

ng lndusir} Agrrcmcnt
(VBIA). It was the workers' re-
fusal 1o accept these anacks on
their conditions that led them (o
take action in an attempt 1o en-
force these agreements.
Leighton’s response was lo sack
them.

The workers, members of the
Building Workers Indusinal
Union (BWIU) and the ASC&J,
were fold that to continue work-
ing an site they would have 1o
sign on with a sub-coniractor.

K-Crete, the sub-contractor,
refused to guaraniee that work-
ers would not be moved off site
1o other K-Crete jobs. Obviously
bringing in K-Crete was a move
to break the strong union or-
ganisation that had been built at
417.

With no guarantee of contin-
ued employment at 417 the
workers refused to sign on with
K-Crete, and were sacked.

CONFINED

Initially the use of the cours
was confined 1o attempls [0 pre-
vent the BLF supporting the
picketers, John Cummins, a BLE
organiser, has been prominent in
supponting the pickel, As aresull
Leighton's have taken coun ac-
tion 10 (ry and prevent him and
other BLIF organisers from pick-
eling

Cummins has conlinued (o0
allend the pickel, and twice been
jailed for contempt of coun. On
the second occasion he was sen-
tenced 10 28 days withoul remis-
510Ns

Bul it quickly became clear
that the jailing of BLEorganisers
was nol going to frighten the
picketers ofl, Legal action has
now been taken against 12 work
ers on the pickel. They have
been served with injunctions

_mlr this year Ihcn: were 1‘!_

STUDENTS BACK LEIGHTON’S WORKERS
The Student Legal Action Forum at Melbourne Univer-
sity invited Leighton’s picketers lo address a meeting.
More than 20 students attended.

After hearing the workers'case, the Forum decided
to hand out their leaflets on campus.

Action Forum members, all legal students, agreed
that the workers were victims of the Government's
atltempts to weaken unionism in the bullding industry.

ISO member Daryl Croke told the meeling how
unlonists at his workplace, CSR Sugar at Yarraville,
had faced similar legal threats during their pay dis-

pute in 1989.

We are not

amused
Tha Oueen has banned a
postage stamp because
she thinks i could en-
courage loose ving

The British Posl Office
planned a sel ol stamps
for tho 150th anreversary
of author Thomas Hardy's
birth. Ona was 1o Ieature
Hardy's famous charac-
ter, Tess D'Urbevilles

Bul the Queen refused
o share a slamp with
Tess Tess, you sed, was
an unmamed mother

Tnp marx
BORIS Yelsims plan o
raturn the Sovel Linon o
markel capitalism Is
pratly woelul, bul his
accownl of the oral exam
ho sal 1o join the Russan
Communist Farly
sounded about l"ghf

The examinar asked
him on wha! page of whal
volume of Das Kapital
Marx refors 10 COmmodify
money relallienships
Yoltsin guessod thal ke
J'!.-mﬁg‘-!!. the examinegr
didnt have a clue So he
answered smmedialely

hail-jokingly

passed the lesl and was
accepted nio the parny

answer, from Trolsky, s

a method of analyss. nol

Policy Academy

EIGHT hundred NSW
police officers are doing
turther study. But inspec-
tor Grahame Smith ad-

el

Naval gazing
ACCORDING 1o Rear-
Admiral David Holthouse
Assistani Chiel o Naval
Stafl in charge of person-
il asbestos is 50 5ale a
can be ealen

Wea wonder il ha aver
offerad any as a snack 1o
ex-Admiral and NSW
Govemor, Su Dawd Mar-
tin, who last maonth jeined
tha lower ranks as aviclam
ol the Navy's
Witenooms”

Admiral Hofthouse will
have a lucrative career
awalting him il he ever re-
lrns 1o civey sireel

"Voiume
Two, page 387." He

Actually the correct
that “Marxism is above afl

the analyss of texts bul of
social relations.

RIGHT:
Cops lineup
fo defend ¥
Leighton's -

scabs. &

ABANDONED
BY
OFFICIALS

THE PRESENCE of the BLF
on the pickel has been
used to try and portray the
dispule as BLF-inspired.
Bul the picket has the over-
whelming endorsement of the
BWIU members on sile. [t 1s an
official ASC&J pickel, twice en-
dorsed at branch mectings
Bul the members ol these
untons are highting without the
support of their officials, who
are more interested In maniam-
ing industnal peace than defend
ing their members” jobs
Even before the sackings, re-
lations between the workers and
the BWIU were strmined. This
was because workers had lost
faith in their officials” abiliy o

represent their interests.
Experience had tmught them

that BWIL organsers spenl

thugs as protection for their op-  penny have done mlln!uy_ De
eralion. Picketers who have vis-  spite l'h-g,-r profests against the
ited other building sies, to gain use of the counts in indusinal
suppor {or their hight. have dis-  disputes, recent allacks
coverdd thal workers have been have gone unchallenged.
warned by the BWIU tha 1 Clear tha inothe run-up o
¢ BLF's re-registraiion pro
i1 The Baribirey LRy T IR

these

they are >cen al the 417 pis ckel,

.
an their boss (o have r&q.-m

- T —— iy -

got results, and was often
guicker than waiting for the or-
ganiser to show up.

S0 when they were sacked it
caused little supnse 1o Nind that
Leighton’s had done a deal with

sacked. Despite this, Minancial

-
and moral support has been

strong

The Transport Workers
Union has refused to make de-
livenies to the site. To get round

to hrjacked by the siate govem-
ment and the BWIU 1o attack
them. Bul the active support the
BLF 1= gIving the picketers is
enhirely commendable

li ..: the actons of Victona's

its he doesn’l know Bu
whal his off
rofed in
carg whal
do. W's tha abdity 1o an-
alyse problems, research mg o
subject
them to leam.”

So whan tha cops burs!
in and masm you Ior ke
after beng mesin
that youre a Gangerou
criimanal, ity 10 ba
to them. H's prob
ably a squad tha! has jusl
flurked thair fnals

the BWIU over the amange- this Leighton's have hired dnv-  Socialist Lelt governmenld
menis with K-Crete. Leighton’s  ers from Tasmania and the Trades Hall and the ACTU
left it to the BWIU organiser to BWIU has given them, along doing their best to break the

tell the workers they were withtheother scabs, BWIU nick-  prcket
sacked. cis ing

and [-r1-u-inr|-_g the build
indusiry bosses wilh a cover

The BWIL s role in the dis- As has been the case in the for increasing the use of the
pule can be hkened to that of a past when BLF organisers have courts against workers which
standover person. They have or-  been jailed. other union leaders desenve to be condemned

ganised scabbing and employed  such as VTHC leader John Half —By Palrick McLeish

WG OWTers are ges-
Ccers are en- perate for people o nd
“We donl really thea rnrcee” s of asbes-
subjects they 1os. And SC -"\, ne who

could dispose of i by eal- Sien
WL :1 make a for- backstableng
“WE want a full and frank debate on this,
so I'm not going to confirm or deng
whether we are discussing that in Shadow
Cabinel.”

May we quote you?

‘| WILL work with Mrs Kirner just the way |
worked with John Cain.” _

2L

thal we wanl [uné

Truth in
advertising

MAYEBE the Law insiiute
clona needs o leam

¥ mrrriing !
KTl —Oppositon leadar, John Hewson, on the
sympa- ofV
a thang or two aboul mark-
Pr'.l'l'-‘s_j

The legal eagies have

“ISRAEL should have exploited the
repression of the demonstrations in China,
when world attention focused on that
country, to carry oul mass Blpulsluns

launched a Dial-a-Law
il among the Arabs of the territories.”

service io give oul nform- 2
C X i e
alion on legal lopwcs. lis Binyamin Netanyahy, Isrask Depuly Afirieie

called the I_L‘Q,ill inform-
ation And Relerral Serv-
ice Abbreviated 1l
becomes. . LIARS!

“He is the only leader who was a:ecuted
for getting his country out of debt.”
— Rowp Hancook, on Mool Cegusesc
“THE US can't stand lo see Iraq defeated ..
that sga-cnu would lead to Instabliity from
h to Bangladesh.”
—US Agssiant Defonce Secratary, Fchard
Anmetage, n 15338
“WE see no !I'undamantal incompatibility of
interests between the United States an

lrag.”

Shaky sanctions
SO MARGARET Thaicher
says l|hal sanclions
against South Afnca don'l
'r'q":’l"h- Given thal the US
as imported wron and
arc-r,l worth $350 million
from South Alrica since
the US Congress im-
posed sanctions in 1986,
perhaps the queshon o
ask s whether sanclhons
have been imposed al all

Secun
—Zbagrepw Brepnsie, US Hﬂ:g o @fé
“Washinglon would welcome any role the
is mighl play in stabilising the Persian
Gult.”

*fioating

- Thw Wall Street Journal n 1560
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Why?

Karl Marx argued that it was vilal

the

In

thal socialists in Batain suppon

struggle for Irish ndependence
1870 he wrote

Every industrial and commercial
centre in England now possesses a
working class dmded inlo two hos-
tile camps, English proletarians and
Thss antagon-
ism s the secrel of the impotence
It s
he secrat by which the capitakst

Irish prosetangns. .
of tha English working class

class mainlains is power

British socialisis had therelore [0
suppor Irish independehce as pan of
the strugghe to unite the wonang class

in Britain issl!

Fifty years later, m a8 world where
imperialism had made - the dwvisions
analysed by Marx in Britain a giobal
phenomenon, Lenin exiended this
argumen! info a general delence of

the right to sell-determination of
oppressed nalions as an essental
precondition to breaking the hold of
chauvinis! ideas over the minds of
workers of the imperalist countries

Lenin also recognised that suppor
for anti-impenalbs! siruggles was a
means of rousing the colonial masses
to revoll agains! the greal powers

Where the demand for national
independence becomes the focus lor
a mass struggle against oppression, il
is the duty of revolutionaries to involve
ihemselves in that struggle and
indeed fight for leadership.

This does not imply the accept-
ance of the ideology of even revolu-
ronary nationalism, but rather that
Marusts should olier a distinclive
i, .|_-‘_ Jo aohurve 1 o) =all
Another key reason why socialists

supporl ant-impenalist struggles is
that domenation Dy a foreign imperial-
isl power tends 1o overlay the class
slrugghe within the oppressed nation,
and therefora 1o distont, or dampen
class antagonisms
A people who do nol enyoy national
ireedom will tend to pay primary atten-
fion 1o that immediate question; their
perception of who is the enemy will
tend to be dorminated by . Liberation
from impenalist domination will have
the long-run eflect ol providing the
conditions for the exaccerbation of
nlernal class strans
__The greater the extent to which |
sociaksts in the t:ppmasad nation can
panicipate in the leadership of the na-
tional struggle, the greater the possi-

:!._4_.'.1}" F1d ¥ il

bilities of turning the victory over the |

siruggle against lal—domestic
iy 20 capd [

As Trotsky argued, in his theory ol
‘permanent revolution, that if the work-
g class assumed the leadership of
the national they would De
capable of wanslorming it into a
siruggie lor workers' power and begin
1o spread a successiul socialist revol-

The tactic of
critical support

OCIALISTS are hostile to
nationalism as a capital-
ist ideology. Yel we are
determined supporlers of
national struggles against
Imperialism. Indeed we un-
equivocally support the defeal
of the US in the Gult by Iraq.

OWEVER, while Marx-

isis are for the viclory

* o those forces fighting
: does

- AT VD T

F
I
}_

Would Lenin have defended Saddam?

Ihe national
struggle against

cary

The reality is thal a social explosion [
in the region would threaten the inter- |
ests, not just of the US, the Israslis and
the wealthy sheiks and emirs, but also |
of the “nationalis!” regimes—of Syria, |
Lioya and Hussein himself '

The Marast approach is one of
supporting the mefifary viciory ol these ;
torces fighting impenalism. bul giving 1

na political suppor to the official lead-
ership of the nationalist lorces

For most peopile on the Lelt—liber- .
als. social democrals, Stalinisis and |
anarchists alike—suppon lends o |
mean uncritical support. This either |
leads them 1o romanticse the lorces |

highting imperialism or to abstain from |

laking sides in the struggle

n:H' refused lo suppor

Iran agamsi the US because they were |

“Istamic fundamentalisis”; and hardly

anybody on the Australian Left has |

been prepared 1o openly delend Irag
becauss Saddam Hussein is a brutal
dictator (so uniike Ho Chi Mmnh!).

Trotsky on

Haile Selassie

HIS APPROACH totally |
misses the poinl. For |

Marxists the essential

: imperialism

guestion Is not the politics of |

the leadership of the anti-
imperialist struggle
We judge insliead on the basis of

Durting the Vielnam war mostofthe | the social nature of the struggle—the
imperal power Into a broader social | left were 1otally urcritica! of Ho Chi

Minh (head of the Vielnamese Statin-
its) and Cambodia’'s Pol Pot. They
were ollen presented as socialisis
championing the interests of the Viel-
namess and Cambodian people
This lead 10 meredible disiflusion-
ment when the reaiity of the authori-
larnan regumes sel up in Cambodia
and Vielnam became clear 1o all but
the most hardened of Stalinist hacke
Hevolutionary Marxisis had no
Such illusions. We knew full well that
the Vietnamese Stalinisis, who had cut
their leeth butchering the Trotskyis!
leadership of the working class move-
{ menl in Saigon, would nol create
| some nice democralic regime, let
alone socialism. Still, as long as they
were fighting the US we uncondition-
alty supportad thewr mikilary viclary
Similarly today, most of the Lef
romanhbcise the Sandinistas in Micar-
dgua and the ANC in South Alriea
They are quite happy 1o give lotally
uncriical support to these “Cuddiy”

b ke movements

| Gﬁwmmﬂ m Ti;::d approach leaves (hem dis-
: wﬂm onenied when “problems* emerqge
mpﬂmit::ﬂr:dh Haqirul- | such as the rejection of the EE;T;r:::
m-mm 4o UB 5 u:lﬁ when he l&smtl‘ﬂrecml“:caraguar'. eleclions
‘alied _ War against il a;}s:: Opens them up 10 1aking a
For e et .Dthemeat:tnnnaw_ posidion
wwmmuﬁ E:rs!‘h Masses | in relahon 1o less “acceplabie” anti-

e Sy Can place | imperials Elruggles
conlidence aq regums. It is have qualms about BUPDO.-

bound to sell therm shorn They have 1o

ing the IRA in Morihern Iréland
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be an enormous step lorward for all

‘ fact that the deleat of imperialism will |

pecpie around Lthe world lighting this f

brutal system

A classic case in point was the
italian invasion ol Ethiopia in lhe
1830s. Al the lime Ethiopia. under the
rule ol the Emperor Haile Selassip
| was inCredibly reaclionary—slavery
was sbll widespread. By comparizson
even Mussolini's lascis| laly was a
MOFe progressn/e society

Yel socialisis aulomalically
delended Ethiopia against! this *mare
prograssive sociely”

An Ethiopian viclory would have
been a setback o llalian imperiatism
it would have mada

i more dilicull {or

Impose e wall on other oporessad
Counlnes, whereas |1.1i,rf, viclory con-
firmed the attiiude of the Impenal pow-
er5 thal they could carve up the world

wilh mmpunily

Furthermore an ltalian defeat
would have deslabdised 1} '
IEQuUTIS and opened up a space lo
ltaltan workers lo siruggle
‘their” capilalist class
viclory sirenglhened Mussolini's
fegime and sel back lhe clas:
sirupgle, both in llaly and the rest of
Europe

agansi

whereas Halv's

Trll‘;. J’_:Ir'_-l'i._.!'al ':'l:.'i.-'”"“ h 0 LhE
1 {|1:|! onal l‘.l'.if.:.".",l on had to be oo led
Concrelely by Marxisis 1o the Gl W

¥l
o! 1980-88 between Iran and Ira 1

italy and other imperiakst powers 1o |

o |r'.!§':;r'._":; |

mperialism

decisive force in overthrowing the
Shah of Iran in the revolution of 1978-
79, However the weakness of the Iran-
ian left aliowed the Ayatoilah Khomeini
0 seize poitical power and impose a
regime which wiped out 1the main
gains of the revolution, justitying the
exploilation ol workers and the
cppression of women and national
minarities in lerms ol a reaclionary
Istamic fundamentalist ideology

However the regime was able 1o

consolidale its hold parlly because of |
ils claim to be leading a struggle |

against the "Greal Salan” ol American
This had important
internal effecis—much o! the Iranian
Lett sided with the regime after the US

Embassy in Tehran was seized by |

Islamic students
The leli thro sghout the Middie East

| s bankrupt—above all cecause ol tha

infiuence ol Staliniem which encour-
aged, lor example, the Palestinian
resisiance to put its laith in “progres-
sivea Arab regimes ratner than in the

workers and peasanis of the regon. In

Country afler country the bankruptcy
ol the Lell allowed Islamic lundamen
taksm 1o fill the vacuum .LII.;.'-' aling
especially to the urban poor as an
apparenitly ragical anti-imperialis) |

ideoiogy
Fear ol the Dol
mpact ol lramnian lundame

the Gull states was one lacic

nlalem

¥ precip

laling the lran-lraq war In Auau

1980. The Ba'alh regime in Iraq w

encouraged o allack lran by Sa

Arabia and other ol shekdoms larr

ligd thal Lhey 1oo would be swep! 'y

by the lranian Revolution

Mevarlhale Llhe war pia

developed inlo a struaate |

dominance. lraqg hoped 1 ! i
| the roda o midary gendarme of

Gull, which 1 f I

hamed i B athie |

soughl 1o put L&y

Gt

Tha b 1y ot

s s Firel W A

[ Lp !

| rather than global |

i ial the 5t

ATk | by

WC ._;'ir |'|'_.--_|_.‘|?.'. CIN)

EGYPTIAN students show what
they think of Britaln In 1851.
Clearly, thelr enemy has a lol In
common with thal facing the
British working class—hence the
importance of supporiing
liberation struggles against our
own rulers.

grent country had 1o opposa the wal
allorn of “their government

The silualion was radically
changed with the US miltary build-up
in the Gull in 1987-BB. Mow lragi
allacks on lran were part ol a broager
impenalist campaign orchesiraled
Irom Washington

For revolulionaries (o welcome
Iran's dalfeal in thesa cucumslances
would have been (o line up with Ameri-
can imperiakam. Marxisls had o sup-
porl the Khomeinl regume against the
US and its allies, including Iraq

Socialists and
lraq today

OW IRAQ, the US's ally
against Iran, has itself
threatened the Inter-
esls of Western imperialism by
invading Kuwait.

Avictory lor the US over Iraq would
only serve o confirm America in ils
conviction that it nol only has a right 1o
polica the world in favour ol capital-
ism, but thal it can do so successlully
and with impunity; and this conviction
can only lead o more and mare exien-
sive "police actions™ of lhe Panama
lype

It would put an end 1o the "Vielnam
syndrome”, which has blocked US
military intervention abroad

Iranically, America’s ability 1o inter-
vene with impunity in lhe last Gulf war
its successiul support for Hussein
inen, loday weakens Hussein
because Bush now leels confident to
send a vast lorca into the Guif 1o con-
front him

Does this mean revolulionaries

: abandoning their opposition 1o

[P R BT E s ]
ri

While we are for he military victory
of the Iraqgi regime we offer it no politi-
cal suppor. In Irag this means revol-
ulionanes arguing that the only way
the war can be broughl to a con-
clusion salisfaclory lo the masses is
by the use ol revolutionary methods—
workers' conlral of the factories, seiz-
ure of the wealth of the ruling class, the
right to sell-determination of national
minonlies

Marxists in lrag would seek to en-
courage working class discontentwith
Hussein s regime and wilh its methods
ol waging war (lhe use of chemical
weapons, and 50 on). However, they
wiould direct Lthis discontent, nol 10
calling for an end to the war on lerms
thal could only benelit impenalism, bul
to demands lor 3 revolulionarny war—
demands which could only be fulfilied

on he bass of a revolutionary chal-
lenge 1o the Ba‘athist regime
They would explain, for inslance
that the reqgume was mpeded from
hghting eflectively againstimpenalism
Oy s suppression of the Kurds, ils
Suppor for the luxury consumplion o
the Iraqi bourgeoisia and so on. They
would oppose gvery allemp (0 creale
conhidence i the r g (o nstance
Lne regimea & calls lor ordinany workors
10 work harder and consume less)
Bul revolutionaries would nol sup-
porl actions whicl { lead 1o an
i = N Ircvnl ancl A
o v T L ymp!
i I ' 0 s e
e ] L) )
y 1" i 1 P
il queslion reouir i,
I | |
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ANNE KENNELLY reviews Public Enemy’s latest album

"Black Power [990 is a collec-
iive means of self defenie apaingg
ihe warld wide conspiracy 1o de-
uray the Black race. 11 s a move-
meitl that oaly puts fear in those
that have a vesied interest in the
conspiracy, or thar think that ir's
something other than what ir ac-
fug”] L5

—Public Enemy 1990

ONE OF THE most power-
ful and political trends in
music in the last decade
has been the emergence of

rap from Black city areas in
the USA.

R_np i5 distinctive musically.
And it relics on voicing anger ar
the racism and oppression that
are prevalent in American soci-
e'y. You could say today's lead-
ng Black fighters are rappers
like Public Enemy.

Not surprisingly, these
groups have created conlro-
Urong STance againdt mnii-black
racism. Bul they have also been
attacked as anti-semitic and
anti-woman.

In their latest album, Fear Of
A Black Planet, Public Enemy
have made some attempt (0 rec-
tify their anti-woman stance.
They still have a long way to go.
But they are on the nght track
when they say “R.E.S.P.E.C.T.
my sister's notmy enemy” in the
song Revolutionary Generation.

However the accusations of
anti-semitism have been more
complex and controversial.

It all started with the state-
meni by the group’s “*Minister of
Information™, Professor Gnff,
that “If the Palestinians ook up
arms, went into Israel and Killed
all the Jews it'd be alnght™.
However, when [urther pushed
by the media, Grff blamed Jews
for “the majonity of wickedness
that goes on across the globe™,
citing as one of hs sources,
white supremacist, Henry
Ford's The International Jew.

EXPELLED

He was expelled from the
group amidst confusion and re-
admitted after a while.

Al the same time the Jewish
Delence Organisation was or-
ganising racist pickets outside
Public Enemy gigs. They
handed out leaflels saying “If
you're white, if you're Jewish, if
you're a decent American, or if
you're Black and againslt
Farrakhan, PUBLIC ENEMY
IS YOUR ENEMY "

The reason Griff was able (o
slide into this position was his
Black nationalism; “Jews are
Just white people, there ain’l no
differcnce.”

I'he group's politics are
strongly influenced by Black
Nationalists like the Nation of

|

o |

»

Islam and minister Louis
Farrakhan.

In 1979 Gniff helped form a
martial ants school and Islamic
study group, Unity Force, which
later became the Security of the
First World or S1Ws,

Now he sces his job as o
re-educate Black people on the
leachings of “Malcolm, Mao

Tse-tung, the Ayatollah
Khomeni, Winnie Mandela,
Nelson and Minister
Farakhan.™,

Member Chuck D was edu-
cated by the Black Panthers.
Other members have had similar
CApEriences.

It's not surprising thai the
legacy of Malcolm X and the
Black Panthers 15 so strong.
Even though the nse of Black
Power did improve some silua-
tions for Blacks, a Lot still has to
be won.

From 1960 to 1980 the per-
centage of single Black women
with children rose from aboul
21% to 47%. According to the
Children's Defense Fund annual
report almost half of all Black
children are poor (as compared
to one in six white children)

Al the same time, the propor-
tion of employed adult Black
men plummeted from aboul
75% 10 55%. Officially, unem-
ployment among Black teenag-
ers is S0°%, but in reality only
20% actually hold jobs. The me-
dian income of Black families is
less than 609% that of whites.

Malcolm X addressed the
concerns of Blacks in a way that
frightened American capitalism.
He was a militant, in direct con-
trast to Marin Luther King and
his pacifist politics.

Through Malcolm X, the
Nation of Islam, founded in the
1930s, grew into the most mili-
tant and powerful Blacks-only

o ==

PUBLIC ENEMY: In the tradition of Malcolm X and the Black Panthers.

organisation Amenca had seen.
He wenl on to form a group
called the Organisation of Afro-
Amencan Unity which he de-
scnibed as a “non-religious and
non-sectanan group™. In 1965
he was brutally murdered.

The Black Panthers were

e

Rappers attack
a racist soci

B T e

-----

formed in 1966 by Huey P New-
ton and Bobby Seale. Later ath-
ers joined the leadership,
including Eldndge Cleaver. By
1968 they had become a major
national organisation widely re-
spected by Black Amencans .
They were extremely mili-

ety

[ant, and to some extent realised
the important role the working
class could play in a revolution,
but they did not fully understand
how o OFZAnIsc i w l."l"i'.]"!!'.:'_".“'
and onions

However, at the same lime.
there were Black Revolutionary
Union Movements (RUM)
Springing up across the USA in
the car factonies, Like the Dodee
Revolutionary .
ment (DRUM) set up in Detroil
iﬁ l‘l:‘L:.‘

DRUM inspired other RUM
and in 'C.':sl']} 1969 the Le igue ol
Revolutionary Black Workers
was formed (o co-ordinate their
aclIvInes.

Today the Black Power
movemen!l and the Nanon Of
Islam have almost disappesred.

It is rappers like Public Enemy

I,_ nion lu‘_:l.,\'_

that spread the word of Black

Marrorralisrm s il nestol  fae

fighr againal the racism snd op-
pressron that sull exisrs

To be able to sit down and
relax to Burn Hollywood Burn
or Fight the Power afler a
shitty day at work is quile up-
lifting. It's really worth the
time and efTort (o have a listen
to this latest wave of radical
political music, and Fear Of A
Black Planet is a greal record
Lo start with.
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THE ISO’s position of
supporl for Iraq In a war
agalns! weslern
Imperialismis a
conltroversial one on the
left. Yel Il is derived
directly from the writings
ol Lenin on Imperialism
and the national question,
and the policy of the
Communist International
in the early 1920s, before
the Comintern became a
tool of Stalin’s toreign
policy.

Essential reading on this
subject are Lenin's
pamphlel The Rights of
MNations lo
Self-Determination and
his article “Tha Question
ol Sell-Determination
summed up” (Collected
Works Vol. 22). Also
Indispensable s the
pamphlel Marxism and the
Nallonal Question (No. 7
in the Education for
Soclalists serles.)

More specifically on the
gueslion of Imperialism in
the Middle East are John
Rosa's [srael: The Hijack
State: Phil Marshall's
Intifada: Zionism
Imperialism and
Palestinian Resislance:
Fred Halliday's Arabla

Without Sulfans: and

Maxim Rodinson's Israel:
A Colonlal Settler State?
and Israel and the Arabs.

Alex Callinicos’ artlicla

“The Gull War™ in

Soclalist Worker Review
e T e =ty
lran against US-backed
Iragq—our melhod today Is
the same. Finally, the
disgusting role ol westermn
oil companies in the
Middle Easl is examined
in Anthony Sampson's
The Seven Sisters.

Most of these
publications are avallable
from ISO branches or
Bookmarks.

Lenins State and Revolutiorn:. a
guide for those fighting today

THE MARXIST

IN EASTERN EUROPE, the
pasl 12 months have seen the
death of one Stalinist monolith
after another.

However, fundamentally
the same class remains in con-
trol, as Is shown by the leading
roles of lormer secrel police in
Romania today. Lenin's pam-
phlel The State and Revolution
can be an excellenl guide lo
understanding the new re-
gimes.

Lenin repealedly empha-
sises the fact thal sociely Is
split Into “antagonistic and,
moreover, Irreconcllably
antagonistic classes”. This is
wha!l has made necessary the
establishment of a power
“seemingly standing above
soclety”, the state.

Bul this power refiecls the
interesis of the caplialisis,
who are the dominant class
because they control produc-
tion. The stale creates a sense
ol order In which class conflict
is moderated by “depriving the
oppressed classes of definite
means and methods of sirug-
gle to overthrow the oppres-
sors”,
in 1917, when Lenin wrole,
two new lorms ol rule arose
out of the ashes ol Czarism.

The first was the Provisional
Government, which was based
on parliamentary democracy.

The other was based on the
soviels (workers' counciis),
which tock control of the wark-
places In Moscow and Petro-
grad. Here lay the potential for
the rule of two differant
classes, needing two different
types of state.

in order o come lo terms
with this complex situation
Lenin locked back to Marx's
writing on the Paris Commune
ol 1871. Two things are of
importance.

Firstly “the commune was
formed ol the municipal coun-
cllilors chosen by universal
sulfrage...responsible and
revocable ail short terms™.

REMOVABLE

In 1917 the soviels were
elected by workers who would
demand (and gel) the immed}-
ata removal of representatives
who they felt had abused their
authority. Despite all the sup-
posed virtues of bourgeols
“democracy”, once someonse
Is elected we have no control

CLAS

SICS

A series which looks at how the Marxis! Iradilion developed
and the relevance of the Marxist classics loday.

over them.

Secondly “the judical func-
tionaries were...1o be elective,
responsible and revocable”.
The prelence of siate officials
being “neutral” from the rest
ol soclety was torm away.

The Russian masses
crealed armed groupings
themselves lo deal with the
Provisional Government. The
slate changed from “a special
force for the suppression of a
particular class to the sup-
pression of the oppressors by
the general torce of the major-
ity of the people”.

It Is here that we find the
basis of whal Marx and Lenin
call the “withering away of Lhe
state”, for now we do nol need
institutions standing above
the res! of soclety.

Soclety liself performs

The Bolsheviks are ac-
cused of being authoritarian.

But Lenin understood that
“suppression of the bourgeol-
sie by the proletariat™ was ab-
solulely necessary.

From the vicious onslaught
on the new workers' siale In
Russia from 1918 1o 1921, lo
the massacre in Tienanmen
square, the bosses have
shown that they will resort to
the mosl ruthless bloodletting
in order lo preserve their rule.

Struggle from below Is
reviving In Eastern Europe,
pushed on by desperate
attempls to cure falling econ-
omles with harsh austerity
measures.

The State and Revolutionis
still of enormous Imporiance,
for the position that these
movemenis take on the siate
will define their direc-
tion, and in turn the role that
they will play In fulure

struggles.
—by Ivan Gray
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famine or ecological disaster. Several

| ©xPoned to the West while millions starve—

e .

HE IDEA THAT there will soon

be too many people on the earth
is very widely held in the environ-
méntal movement today.

planet.

resources; the second that we can’l ﬂ_:-c-d even
#onday”s population—shown by famine in places
like Eritrea and widespread malnutnition in the so-
called Third World. :
Socialists must reject these ideas. There s no
correlation between population size and either
environmental damage or famine. The idea that the
garth's resources are almost exhapsted is pessimis-
tic, ahistonical and unscientific. The fact is that
ioday, even under capitalism, the technology and
resources exist with which we could care for the
world's population and many more.
The reason it doesn 't happen is not the result of
numbers of people, but of the social and political
structures of the world capitalist system. We need
a serious fight to force govemnments [0 pump m the
funds necessary to send the food they hoard around
the world, to feed those in need, and 1o enforce
environmental controls on companies. Just as im-
portantly, we need to fight 1o get rid of the capitalist
system altogether, so that cooperatively we can
begin to really tackle the environmental and social
problems we face. ]
This fight can only be successful if we are clear
about who our enemy really is. Blaming population
growth lets the capitalists off the hook and directs
anger and concemn against ordinary pecple.

“and geographically, there is no con-
nection between population size and

random examples make the point.

In the Ukraine in the 19305, millions died and
agricultural production was devastated. The cause
was the policy of Stalin's new ruling bureaucracy
for the mpid industrialisation of Russia and the
forced “collectivisation™ of the land. Peasants
destruyed their cattle and their crops rather than
hand them over to the Stalinist state; grain was

Huge areas of Vietnam were defolisted by

‘Amenica in the atiempt (o crush the national liber.
iion movement. It was war, not population size

Caused this disaster and consequent threat (o

1 i ﬁ ikdl in Russia, the lasgest fresh war

| 1ake m the world, was Inr;nd N0 & cess pui:-*:‘l:cr
th!: lactories o

g m f by ical disasters in Ausi-

War.

rm:m aspects
hight of the
8363 ago. The govemnment made & film about il in

The prospect of 6.25 billion people by the year
2000 is held up as threatening a dire future for the

There are Iwo main arguments underlying this
fear. The first is that the world is running outl of

ation of community organisations (o deal with i
But restoration work is going 1o require very tech-
nical and advanced knowledge and engineering.
Invariably, the local communities cannot muster the
resources. Individual farmers are in debt up to their
ears and the banks insist they continue (o crop
exhausted land under threat of foreclosure.

The simplistic ideas of many in the environmen-
lal movement about population numbers offer no
way forward. Neither do plans 1o send out teams of
volunleers (o plant trees—they have been proven 1o
fail.

As with all guestions concemning the environ-
menl, the technology exists to reverse the damage.
The problem is a social and political one.

The food

question

HEN IT COMES to the
amount of food available, one

simple figure blows a hole in
the idea we can’'t feed Everyone today:
the average consumption of fruit, vege-
tables and grain in the United Kingdom
is 1.7 kg per day. World-wide 2.3 kg per
Person are produced every day.

~ During the 1980, food production has kept up
with, or outstripped. population growth. Famines
happen because food is stored al enormous cosl,
rather than distributed free or &t minimal prices. If
the land which is left fallow, 1o keep food prices up
on the world markel, were planted each year, there
would be much more food than we need (0 feed the
present population.

S0 we could feed a larger population while af
du:.um: time planting forests on some of the Land
which is not used at present. This would decrease
the Greenhouse Effect, as well as reducing the need
10 log timber from forests which should be pre-
servied.

When we think of resources more generally,
there are many ways they could be used 1o better
and more elficient effect. The whole advenising
industry is useless, EXCept 1o bosses making profits.
Ij €als up enomous resources. Because of COmpe-
1ion, there is enormous duplication of seryices and
commadilies which do not raise our living stan-
dards, only make profits.

In Detroit in the US, marvellous doub
I!wmm boarded up and left 1o rot. A the Karmie
lime, new houses are being built on newly cleared
land miles out of town. This waste is the result of a

le-storey

deliberate policy over the [ast Iwo decades by the

FEATURES

The reactionary n}yth of
‘too many people

By Sandra
Bloodworth

ir CorTHpAn e i % o
numbers of militant black workers on their assem-
bly lines after mass riots in the sixties.

By moving the factories. coupled with the rac-

1sm which plagues the US, they have created a
wasicland. Whites won't live in the areas where
black people live, and blacks can’t afford to buy the
empty houses
This kind of waste, with some areas left 10 rot
while capital moves to new areas and duplicates
housing and infrastructure, is common both in the
US and the world economy generally.
And of course, the pinnacle of waste is the arms
industry which consumes not just vast physical
resources, but also human energy and creativity. If
all this waste was put to use for human needs. we
could provide adequately for everyone and more.

1A T oWas For rediee

The scarce

resources myth

HE IDEA that the earth’s

resources are being exploited to

their limit is based on a narrow,

pessimistic view of human potential for
ingenuily.

There are all Kinds of technological advances

available to us which would either reduce CONsump-

tion of particular materials, or enable us 1o exploit
New Dnes,

Today, there are pritotype engines which could
run BU- 100 miles per gallon of petrol, which would
dramatically reduce our consumption of a resource
and slow the Greenhouse Effect They remain
undeveloped because it does not suit companies (o
proceed with them

Of course, cars could be used much less than
they are if public ranspon was upgraded. Mans
mare people could have mobility without any more
use of resources. Insiead, public lransport is being
cul around the world.

There is a pilot scheme in the US to use sewer
g€ 1o produce clean drinking water. A side product
15 fuel-grade oil,

The resources of the planel as a whole are rela
tively unknown. There are the decp recesses of the
earth’s mass, There are mineral salis in the sea and
earth, the uses of which are relatively linle known

Car bodies do not have 1o be built out of steel
Silicate used for Elass [ibres is available in enor-
mouUs quantities on the eanh

When we think of the potential for recye ling of
resources, of innovative wiays ol |J|n]m1]._-. --uu;1u
already available 1o humanity, the ideca that

resources are almost exhausted is ridiculous

If we think of the guestion historically, we can
gel some perspective on the question. Ifanyone had
iold people living in feudal society tha people
would have sky scrapers and would fly around the
world, it would have been a fantastic science [ iction,
The widespread use of the by-products of oil is a

-eni phenomenon.
NLL:LI\' idea that human beings have reached the
limits of knowledge is faniastically conservalive
considering the leaps in knowledge of which
humans have been capable throughout the ages. The
advances of any era are unimaginable before they
are made.

There is no scienlific or rational reason lo
believe we have come 1o the end of our growth,
innovarion and technical advance. Every advance
makes new resources available, or re-use of old

% .

MFFTJ\F:L‘I}I:CE news editor of New Scienfist mag-
azine, in his book Turning up the Heai rejecis the
idea that we are running oul of resources. He points
oul that in 1972 known reserves of copper were
expected to run out by 2010, A decade Later, L’I‘IGI‘AI'I
reserves were expected (o last until 2045, leaving
aside technological advances which made even
more inaccessible sources w.ph‘riluh_lc.

Today, ceramics can replace mincrals such as
coball and rungsten which have been used because
of their hardness and resistance to heat and cor-
rosion, Sand can be used 1o produce glass which is
furmed into optical fibres. New composite minerals
can take over from metal alloys in things like jet
engines. : :

Julian Simon, from the lllinois University, pub-
lished a book, The Ultimate Resource, in 1981,
which summed up the argument. He pointed out that
for the last 200 years the real price of fuel, metals,
food and other natural resources has fallen.

He argued that because of human mgcnuliiy,
“people create addinional resources. ..raw rn:u::nui_s-
have become less scarce throughout history™. His
“ullimale resource” was simply human inventive-
ness. There 1s absolutely no reason to believe that
that resource has reached its imil

The real question is not survival, but which
political approach 1o adpol. '

Any movemenl which arises as a reaction I8

of the horrors aof capitalism willﬂ;i:

' divided beiween thowe who wanl or accep

indefinile continuation of capitalism and those who
see capitaliism as the cause of the problem and so
wanl 1o bring about its demise,

The green movement is no different. It is a
heterogeneous mixiure of oplimism and pessimism,
of people fighting the system and acceptance—
somelimes de facto, sometimes explicit—of the
EXISIINE Syslem.

The arguments which blame population growth,
which blame the use of natural resources and tech-
nology for the problem. do not provide a way for-
ward because they do not challenge capitalism al
all.

For this reason, socialists must reject the argu-
ment which sections of the Lelt have raken up, that
living standards should be improved in the Third
World so that population growth will decline. The
“raise living standards in the Third World™ argu-
ment is also pul forward as an allernative (o
dismantling Australia’s racist and inhumane immi-
gralion conlrols. We, 1oo, are for raising living
standards in the Third World, but only because the
mass of workers and peasants have a right 10 it and
for no other reason.

If the fight 1o win that improvement is linked to
the rdea that population will decline, it immediately
concedes the racist fear that i is really the “teeming
millions™ of the underdeveloped world who are the
problem, We are neither for nor against population
growth: we are for ordinary people deciding how
many children they wanl, free from coercion. So
there is no reason 10 link the 1wo questions

In any case. the whole argument is simply foo
ghb, and amounts 1o an apology for capitalism. In
the developed world, where living standards are
“ndl"ul"""ﬂi."} htpht::l' than places like Viemam or

Chad, it is not the case that workers live in a paradise
of luxury and lejsure

Behind falling
birth-rates

HE REASONS why masses of

workers limit the number of

children they have are more com-
plicated than simply increased living
standards.

There is no simple one-to-one relationship
belween poy cny andl populalion growth, Poveny is
arelative thing. Average living standands ar hl]._.lll.'l
in the US than in the Third World, Neve riheless
hundreds of thousands ol people are hameless, with
the streets of New York full of i

'|'-f~' 0 ].'I._'lhi,' i
a h|[|,' 10 el
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The reactionary myth of ‘too many people’
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poverty mean escape from the pressures of capital-
150,

And poveny can lead to different responses in
different countrics. It is commonly accepled tha
poverty in a largely agricultural sociely leads peas-
ants 10 wanl more children so they will have labour
for their farms and 1o care for them in their old age.

In the industnalised countries, poveny can lead
1o masses of workers limiting the number of child-
ren they have. Most workers cannot live comfon-
ably on one wage, and child care facilities in most
countries are appalling and are being cut back. This
means couples will work different shifis so that they
can aliernate home responsibilities. The result is
stress, strain and little companionship.

On a recent visit to the US, a woman told me of
her experience of getting out of bed a1 5.00am every
day to get her child 10 school and herself 10 work.
At the end of the day, afier answering lourists’
inquiries all day at the transport centre in Manhat-
lan, she is exhausted. She can hardly hold s convers-
ation with her son who is full of energy and
affection, which nearly breaks her heart. In this
situation, who wanis (o have another human being
10 have to care for?

If one partner in a marriage, usually the woman,
can stay home and mind children, the loneliness and
boredom drives them back 1o the workforce as soon
as possible.

Who doesn’t know people who, after one or two
children, have abandoned their hope of having sey-
eral more because of the sheer hassle of coping with
the consequences?

Historically, in the developed countries. a
severe reduction in living standards has produced a
drop in the number of births per head of population.
In the US, births per thousand population dropped
from 27.7 in 192010 18.7 in the depths of the Great
Depression of the early thirties. They rose again to
26.6 in the boom after the Second World War.

The argument has a nasty logic if we make any
concession that we need to reduce population
growth. It could fit very easily with the demands of
basses in many countries to reduce workers’ living
standards. Giving the argument a left gloss by ar-

BUING 10 raise living standards in the Third World
does not negate thar.

The Malthusian

e BB E e .
ISTORICALLY, ideas which
have predicted disaster because
of population growth and

exhausted resources have always been
reactionary.

Thomas Malthus was the originator of this
strand of thought. Fredenick Engels, Marx’s collab-
orator, dubbed him an agent of the ruling class. This
was because he explicitly opposed reforms which
could raise the living standards of the poor, because
this would mean the rich might have to give up some
of their privileges.

He opposed birth control, preferring to starve
the poor into abstinence. He argued that humans are
naturally selfish and disgusting, which is why we
need an authoritanan state to control them.

The 1970s saw the nise of “Malthusian™ ideas o
popularity. The Limils to Growth, by Dennis and
Donella Meadows of the Massachuserts Institute of
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FALLING PRICES make it more profitable to
destroy sheep than feed the hungry. The

problem is the social system, not the world's
population.

Technology, was instrumental in spreading and
legitimising them.

Their computer model, which predicted the col-
lapse of civilisation perhaps within fifty years, did
not become popular by accident, or simply because

of the force of its arguments. As Fred Pearce points
out,

Scientists who wam of disasters are usually
guaranteed a good audience. When they are
ml_lm : -'.“'*- - g L
sell their message, the effect can be dramatic.
They had the backing of the elite “Club of
Rome™, and 12,000 copies of the book were distrib-
uted free to politicians and journalists world-wide.
In spite of the praise the book received in infla-
ential journals and mstitutions, it was a fraud
Pearce explains why;
The rouble was [the] conclusion had been
essentially “fixed™ by the way the computer
was programmed. Meadows told the com-
puter 1o assume thai all the bad things, pollu-
ton and our demands for soil and mineral
reserves, increased exponentially, 1e. al an
ever-accelerating rate. All the good things,
notably technological breakthroughs, contin-
ued to grow al the current rate. Not surpris-
ingly, the computer predicted a bumpy nde
for humanity.
Paul Ehrlich in his book, The Population Bomb,
predicted three possible futures; one, a billion

people would siarve 1o death by 1983; [W0, rampani
disease would stop popalation growth by 1984; or
three, the Pope would crusade for birth control and
the billionth death from starvation would be delayed
uniil | 990,

Nothing remaotely approaching this kind of
zpocalypse has happened. The preudo-sientific
basis for his predictions was the observation tha
butterflies, given cenain conditions. would breed wo
fast they ae all the leaves of the plants which
sustained them. But his account of a night m the
streets of Delhi illustrates his amtitude 1o human
beings;

People eating, people washing, people sleep-
ing, people visiting, arguing and scream-
ing...People, people, people, people. . the
dust, noise, heat and cooking fires gave the
scene a hellish aspect... All three of us were.
frankly, frightened.

John Caldwell, an Australian demographer who
studics the world's human population, rather than
bunerflies, is scathing:

[Ehrlich] did not gee population explosion,
for Dethi’s birth rate 15 relatively low. He
probably saw fewer people than one would
see with pleasure in New York. London or
Pans at Christmas or in the peak hour, What
he did see was poor non-Europeans.

Caldwell has pointed to the racism which is
invariably associated with Malthosian idess today.
People of the Third World become “teeming mil-
lions™. It is always the masses of China who are
mentioned with horror at environmental events
when considering the amount of CFCs which would
enter the atmosphere if everyone were 1o have a
reingerator,

With this amitude, Malthusian environmental-
181s have absolutely nothing to sy to the new free
trade unions workers are trying to build in China to
fight for improved living conditions

In fact, the idea that population in China is a
problem, can lead you into real difficulties. The
regime has senously tned to limit population
growth by outlswing all children other than the first
borm to a couple. in the face of sullen resistance by
most of the population. If the democracy movement
demands the nght 10 choose how many children
anyone has, who do you defend. the opposition or

s

the butchers of Beijing?
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A call for

repression

LUEPRINT FOR SURVIVAL
was another reactionary dooms-
day document of the seventies.

It argued that if the population was unwilling to
accept the changes necessary 10 avoid disaster, then
it would be necessary and leginmate 0 use the
police and repressive legislation to impose them.

This is not just scrence fiction. [t was a serious
poliical document, and its conclusions are not sur-
pnsing. They are the logic of the starting point.

The mass of workers are not simply docile
pawns in the capitalist system. They cling to any
small area of control they have over everyday life
and frequently fight for more. Any attempt 1o deter-
mine the number of children they have by decree,
any attempt to make them accept lower living stan-

d.mih, i guaranieed o provoke a response. If they
can’t be convinced, then repression is the logical
ANSWer,

Environmental degradation is not new 1o capi-
talism. Engels wrote about if in the 18405 in the new
industrial cities of Britain. The rivers were filthy,
the air foul, workers” food contaminated and streets
linered with rubbish:

In Sydney in the 18805 swamps and undrained
Streets gave rise 10 epidemics of typhoid fever. A
historian of the time described Circular Quay as a
“pestilent sink” and wrote that Darling Harbour was
“a jeculant swamp, fouling, polluting slowly de-
SIroymg ",

Ideologues who want (o see capitalism survive
have always blamed the victims of capialism. Rev-
olutionary socialists from the time of Marx and
Engels have placed the blame squarely al the feet of
the ruling class which benefits from asystem based
on profin and exploitation.

The solution is not 1o “wait” for socialist revol-
HIon, a5 many environmentalis(s suspect is the
soctalist position; it is to fight in the here and now
to force the capitalist class 1o clean up its sct Every
struggle against bosses and their governments is
part of that fight. A powerful workers’ movement
i the surest way of winning both environmental
mmprovements and higher wages. And such a move-
ment will open up the possibility of a complete
Iransformation of socicly

Malthusian ideas, which fear the future, and fear
the development of human beings’ control over
nature, deny the possibility of human liberation. of
working people gaining control over their lives. [f
people are not free 1o have as many or as few
children as they choose, they do not have the most
basic of nghts

Those greens who subscribe ro Malthusian idea
accept a view of humans as outside nature, and alien
10 the “harmony” of the natural world. The socialist
position 15 absolutely counterposed 1o this view
l!‘;-'-;_-.,! e J,S_r::l; with ]'_ﬂ_-,:-,'l when b wrols

Al every step we are reminded that we by o
means rule over nature like a conqueror over

a foreign people. like someone standing oul
side nanmre—but that we. with flesh, Blood
and brain belong 0 nawre and exist in s
mudst, and that all our msstery consists in the
tact that we have the advantage over all other
creatures ol being able to leamn its laws and

HUMAN inventiveness has radically changed
our lives and the way we produce. The limits
have not yel begun 1o be reachad.
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WENTY-ONE YEARS ago, 8
riot at the Stonewall Inn in New
York City sparked the emer
gence of the modern gay liberation moves
ment in the USA.
The echoes of that explosion reverberated
sroand the world. Within » ceks activishs had sel
i i . in dozens of US cines
up gay liberation groups 1n
and towns. e
Exactly a year later gays in Sy dm}-.md l_a.kt
up the struggle and the rest of Australia quickly
fﬂ"fl"ll.cimen!m for gay rights and gay libera-
tion had a profound effect on society. T'-:TI'II}
years ago 1 was "simple cCommOon Sense that
hamosexuals were criminals, evil, sick and that
spciety had 1o protect itself by any means neces-
sary agains! the confagion of perversion. Mos!
homosexuals themselves believed this.
Today, while many people still believe this
. wﬂf:th;ng. many more do not, And for the
4 ity of homosexuals the slogan “Gay Is
Good ™ is a fact of life. i
This transformation did not come about on i
own. It is the rest of two decades of struggle by
gays and straight suppaners—initially m rh_n:
Gay Liberation Movemenl, later in large public
campaigns or by a low-key pigglmg away al the
system by scaftered groups and individuals.
And the fight is nol over yel In Eastem
Europe, the democratic revolution of 1989 has
opened up new space in which gays are organis-
ing and demanding their ﬂgi‘fls. Gay nights
also exist in Latin America and parts of
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Twenty y€ :
liberation in Australia

—

ars of gay

The movement againsi the Vietnam War and
conscription was the breeding ground for many
of the activists who would move on, as the troops
were pulled out by the Liberal Gm-enl'.lncnl. o
other arcas of struggle. Women's Liberation,
Black Power and other movemenis for social
iransformation (including Gay Liberation) were
the products of this redirection of energies,

The decline of this period of radical upheaval
was due in large part o the onset of the recession
of the mid-1970s. The amrival of recession in
1974 provoked 4 greal burst of working class
resistence which was, with some difficulty,
defeated by the Labor Party and ACTLU, The fall
of the Whitlam Govemment, in which such high
hopes had been placed by workers and palitical
activists, accelerated the political retreat

By the mid-1970s Gay Liberation as an
organised and coherent force was gone. Ev_cn 50,
gays remained capable of organising in theirown
defence. In 1978, when the NSW police altacked
a Gay Pride March, the campaign against the
police lasted for several months and mobilised
hundreds of gays and straights. National Gay
conferences brought together up to 500 activists
a year until the mid-1980s, and a Socialism and

TIIE SOCIALIST is right 10 say that the US and
Australia must get out of the Gulf, But I can't
agree thal socialists should support Iraq.

We can agree, | think, on the following:

B Kuwail was a rotien, repressive shiekdom carved
oul by the British 1o ensure oil supplics;

8 No suppon can be given 1o the invasion of Kuwait
by lrag. however valid Iraq's historical claims, or 1o
Saddam’s regime;

M The Iragi regime is one of the host bulcherous in the
world—il systematically torures and murders oppo-
nents and has gassed Kurdish people;

B Bush, Thaicher and co are complete hypocrites—
they built Saddam up during the Lran/lrsq war and are
themselves covered in the blood of armed inter-
venlions;

M The main enemy is al home—we focus our fire on
the US, Australisn and other imperialists” intervention,
which now is a virual occupation of Saudi Arabis and
the emirates,

But, 10 go from opposition to the US 1o suppart for
Iraq is & big mistake.

Saddam’s troops have already shipped 10,000 Iragi
dissidents from Kuwail to Baghdad 1o face lonure and
death. Anti-imperialist and Arab nationalist rhetoric is
used as a cover for ragi expansionism.

Armed by the West and the USSR as a counter-
weight 1o Iran, Saddam has fallen out with his one-time
backers. Irag wanis to be a fully-fledged regional
power. So the present conflict between US (and other)
impernalism and the ambitious lragi sub-imperialism is
a quarrel among thieves.

The Gulfl War transformed Iraqi society according
1o the needs of wantime mobilisation. War has become
a vilal means of political control for the Ba'ath Pany,
which lunctions as a Iypsical “Staliniet™ lotalitanan
slate/pany.

The Socialist

welcomes letters and reporis
from our readers.

Please write 1o: PO Box E23,
St James, NSW 2000.

Letiers MUST inc

phone

autho
b ney

conlact sddress and

argued al your public meeting in Melbourne on 27
August that an Irsqi withdrawal from Kuwait equals a
US victory. So how can you say the invasion was
wrong? Either it is still wrong and Iraq should get out,
of it was right in the first place. Your current argument
i incoherent. My experience in arguing against the
LiS/Australian intervention is that suppon for Iraq is
nathing bat a liability,

Supporting Iraq can lead to uncritical cheerleading
for Arab nationalism. On 25 August, Socialiss Worker,
your sister paper in Britain, asked “Who Wants a
War?" The Socialist seems 10 s3y “we do™.

Tosay that “Indeed, we actively want Irag to hreak
Lhe blockade, attack Israel and arouse the Arab masses
against impenalism and their own rulers™ has nothing
1o do with the “ind¢ependent working class stand™ of
which the 1SO has been so proud.

It is a “rwo-campisi™ analysis where the world is
scen as (wo simple blocs—the imperialist and the
anti-impenalist—and the working class is ignored.
Rather than Marxism if reminds me of crude Stalinist
approach or the lunatic anti-semitic ravings of the SLL.

A socialist response to the Gulfl cnisis is clear:

LETTERS

How can vou sur

Gaywaves
thrga}’tvened

NTIL the end of September, Gaywaves, on
USydmy‘! Radio 2SER-FM. will go o air st i1s
usual time of Tharsday nights from 10pm 10 lam.
Starung from Ociober, our progremme will have a
different timeshot, will be less than its current three
hours long, and quite possibly won'l be broadcast on
Thursdays.

There arc a number of reasons for this change, a
change which the Gaywaves Collective has strongly
resisted. The immediate reason given o all program-
mers by the board running 2SER-FM radio station is
Lthat most of the community language programmes will
be leaving 2SER 10 join the new community languages
station in 1992,

Why has Gaywaves been so “intransigent” (1o use
management’s lerm) in opposing the change? Simply
because the collective does not exist 1o gratify ifs own
ego. The programme we broadcast is not just any
programme; iis role o essential 1o the well-being, even
the very life, of many of its histeners

We live in a capitalist society which maintains
heterpsexism as pant of its ideological arsenal for con-
trolling people. Thus people who walk astray from the
dominani heterosexual norms are marked out as per-
veris, sinners or cnminals. All zround s we are bat-
tered by images of heterosexuality and find precious
few positive images of ourselves. In this contexi, a gay
and leshian media plays a role which is incomparably
Imporianl.

However, not everybody has access o newspapers

port Iraq?

timeslot. For the section of our listeners who depend
almost whally on cur radio programme, & late broad-
casting fime 15 necescary. They need o go 1o
privacy of their rooms afler all their family nglcilgariix
arc finished (dinner, washing up and so on).

The community language programmes contribute
a substantial portion of the station’s income, and there
is nqm_ﬂmulmnolhmmm!ﬂx-
quarie University and UTS—will make up for the
shortfall. Given the Federal Labor government’s at-
tacks on education, these universities probahly
wouldn’t be able 10 put up the money even if they
wanied to. :

The Bﬂuﬂ_ 's proposal, then, wai to move thess
communily language programmes (o the weekend and
shif everything else inio the weekdsys, The rationale
for this was that it would make it easier to sell off the
weekend fime 10 other interested groups while af the
tame lime minimising the potential for havoe with the
major section of programming. This is from a station
thai is supposed 1o be all aboul community access

It ks now known that i is unlikely to find enough
buyers anyway.

While our collective was accused of being stub-
bomn. inflexible, self-isolating and 0 on, managemem
rejected most of our attempts at reaching compromises
with the other groups who wanted our timeslot. Thus,
when we agreed that music programmes could have the
esrlier imeslol, while we retzined the late one, man-
agement wxid il was nol possible—i did not i1 in with
the guidelnes given by the Board, | would seem tha
10 managemen! ~compromise 5 almost akin 1o us
tocing therr line.

Gurywaves lound itself having 1o give reasons why
we shouldn't get less than the three hours and why we
need a late limeslol. [t seems that oor reasons were nol
enough o convinee the managemenl. Managemeni

o i lice attack on the Gay Socialists have no wish (o see Saddam achieve hi BT a1 :
y . IGHTS demo, Sydney, 1978, prolesting against the viclenl po ! . -ialists wi see achieve his roops out of the Gulfl and magazines. For various reasons: many are young ignored our explanations and was intent on purely
m'm{&f“‘mlh the campaigns for law =) . SR Mardi Gras a month earller. Homosexuality Conference in 1981 altracied Nasserite dreams of uniting the Arab world under his | Ml Iraq out of Kuwait! and stull dependent on their family. Dﬂ'u') s live 'n: formal rexsons for making its own decisions. Why so
Even in A I e cnarin ae : R e e thatisocialict |- 300 gays and straights. Most recently, AlDS has leadership, and wiping out religious, political and cul- | B Let all those who live in Kuwait decide their future | densely-populsted suburbs, but which provide no ho- | many hours wasted in “consultation™ if these were 1o
’dh."'mwﬁ‘ . f <till have to go just | that too. It prociaimed instead its program of It is h‘”dll*_ ) ke lav in the move- | provided a focus for gay activists, both as lobby- toral minorities. There can be little doubt that, after | through democratic elections! mosexual social life. To these people, radio is the best |  have an almost purely formal function?
mﬂ{w el "'“T'ighls. 8 liberation. It was fighting for the overthrow of a politics had a "“DEE 5’3':_ to IF “i eT :;-. i.ﬂiﬂLlﬂ <1< and educators. but also as campaigners in the dﬂﬁﬁgﬂuwa;;a;:ﬂ um;‘i mml?:ﬂrrt?uuldandrca;rm. M For a Socialist Federation of the Middle East with | form of access to gay and lesbian culnzre. In fact, the —Michael Schembri,
: democratic : e : ; RN = cocialist sl . Ser. 2 5
1o secure basic society that hated and Dppltf-“-l'-'d gays. It .m:a.LL_.ed ment. Many of 1 ’::_ 4.4. In |:j a_.n gh;{’_‘m s ACT UP groups. r:;umiﬁ:mlm“;ﬁ?; ket the right to sclf-lk'.'mmm;hm for all minority nations! mig:ﬁm_rmubh 2 Gaywaves C.uuset‘;wg,
g religion, the nuclear family and the education before they b:cmT_t invalve ;;\c yL i ! i50. You —Richard Lane, Melboume hich is the reason why we have argued for a late ydney
i ' ation Movement. Many more became socialis
system. . s W ;
' : USTRALIA'S first honmsnua] i One of Gay Liberation’s earliest campaigns | in the course of the struggle. HE LEG AL? of pay liberation REV' Ews
! ' rights groups were .tl;uai“} was against psychiatry and especially the use of goes much wider than gays how-
4 ¥ -
'ﬁhl:tlﬂ!d i!l lm, before the im- electro-shock '[ht]‘ap‘y 1o “cure” mxu‘ﬂ}'- M - evEr.
J . ; : g b - that provided d : ' 1 i
| pact of the Stonewall Riot was felt, but | | 573 Sydney Gay Liberation refused an invi- T A O eutiauie of the sys- | _IFithad failed inits goal of ovenhrowing our Al e e Tt
cautious and very pessimistic. | rion to participate in a Psychiatry and l—‘b':';" EREANIE . g_ fichting.a J]-i;'ISI oppressive society, it had nonetheless trans- S R Tk et Thae & CEstion
: : is were concerned to | ation Conference and 1o debate Neil tem that gays were 112 B : B s < O TR SRR W S e St Eoierr and Dow

formed i1, not least because the relationship
[ Itrssnanes ag and the working. class 464 —
in the social struggles going on around them an 1
echo of their own struggles and respected them
as such.

The BLF in NSW, for instance, played an
important role in defending victimised gays on

R g T e e
by socislisr ideas: its exrly demands being froe safe
abortion on demand, 24-hour childcare, free contra-
ception, equal employment opporunily, sccess o ed-
ocabon and equal pay. Many feminists engaged in
siruggles and campaigns over these demands. But the
book deals almost entirely with the other two man

w2 i G SR ke T A

ot wehE T [ under c&ipltn#l’sm. |

S:' m::}?;e ig:ﬁi‘; :{;ﬂmci?lief;f;l;pﬁ‘? Cenainly many socialist analyses had faws.
2 : Some argued, for instance, that lesbians and gay

sors. No, we're fed up with that. We're sick of i R rerdial
being reasonable anymore wh : s been oppressed under class
2 ymore when the oppressive Society AT W o W A T AT

homrors of aversion therapy. ..continue to fuck u: :
P) b periods of European history at least, this was not

Dcfcar irx

Nicaragu

erapen. W sy wrosg " by Mike

change in public attitudes to Lesbianism™.

With the founding of the Gay Liberation-
influenced Campaign Against Moral Per-
| secution (CAMP) in July 1970, all this changed.
change accelerated when a group of radical

3

or the nineties

= CGonraler. Bookmarks, $10U00 (A valable
Over.

The

“t "I:mkumyinhle 1971 and set up

eration was a fighting movement—
tani, unapologetic. It was committed
“Gay Pride” and “Gay is Good"
- ons (0 prejudice and pleas
Ebfused o presenta respect-

But neither were activists prepared io ignore

the conference. Instead they invaded it—arguing
and heckling, foating balloons and finally un-

leashing a barrage of eggs at McConaghy when
he attempted to defend his brutal practices.

In the same outrageous vein, but with a light-
er iwist, Gay Liberation stood a candidate in the
1972 Federal election. They chose as their target
Billy McMahon, then Prime Minister and
reputedly a closeted homosexual. The campaign
slogan “1've Got My Eye on Billy’s Sear”
atiracted a lot of good-humoured attention.

ROBABLY the most important

campaign was that launched
around the death of Dr George
Duncan, an Adelaide academic mur-

dered by off-duty police on the banks of

the Torrens River 11- : /
B hiaes (a well-known gay

Ti'le.mmm ok up this issue without
dllempling 1o play down Duncan's sexuality or
10 gloss over the fact thal he was, when mur-
dtl:td. on a search for public sex. The campaign
pointed 1o the reality of gay male sexuality,
seedy though it may have seemed 1o the broader
public, and demanded the night for gays 1o live
and love as they saw fit. It pointed, 100, 10 the
vicious reality of gay oppression. Gays faced not
Just cruel jokes, public conlemp! and victimis-
alion at work but also the risk of cold-blooded
murder ai the hands of the police.

The strategy of Gay Liberation was to chal-
lenge all aspects of existing society. It saw itself
allied 1o women, blacks, migrants and workers
as pan of a broader struggle for real liberation
. This was no accident. Many of the activists
in all these movemenis had been schooled in the
fight against conseription and the war in Viet-
nam. The Gay Liberation Movement, like all the
others, rested on the skills of experienced politi-
cal activists. But it relied, 100, on the enthusiasm
daring and creativity of those who were throw in1£
off a lifetime of self-hate that sociely had im-

posed and were participating in a struggle to free

all oppressed people.

the case and that modemn gay oppression (indeed
modem gay identity) emerges only with the rise
of indusirial capitalism in the 191th century.

But it was the socialist analysis that showed
how capitalism used the modern nuclear family
10 provide both a well-disciplined workforce
through family-centred child-rearing and social-
1sation, and a refuge from the grinding world of
alienated work.

The nuclear family, in its tum, required a set
of strictly defined sex roles. Male and female,
young and mature—all were fitied neatly into
their own litile behavioural boxes, These sex
roles were propped up in their tum by religion.
psychiatry, the schools and the media.

The struggle for gay liberation, then, as for
all the oppressed, was bound up with the struggle
against capitalism.

Because of its coherence and the commit-
ment of revolutionary activists, the socialist cur-
rent was an importani part of the gay liberation
struggle during the whole period of its existence.
Indeed, with the decline of the movement in the
second half of the seventies, the revolutionary
mavement remains one of the last bastions of the
authentic gay liberation tradition,

The Gay Liberation Movemen| declined in
the same way and for the same sorts of reasons
that the rest of the radical social movemenis of
that period.

Panly, it is a simple matter thal no social
movemenl lasts forever. They rise, often explos
ively, based on the enthusiasm and optimism of
l.hc'l_l activists; and they decline as goals are
ﬂfhdlf."h ed or as they star 1o appear unachlevahle

The ‘rri:fll-H.' decline of the Gay Liberation
Movement has much 1o do with the -L‘.Tll[ﬂltli'l nnd
evaporation of the radical ferment of the 1960+
and T0s,

This _h:rm-:m was underpinned by a sharp
Increase in working class militancy. based on ihe
confidence bred of the long, p-ml--u ar boom and
the first threals 1© il in the second hall of the
1960s. Even those aChivisis who were not in. or
!'rnm. the working class could not fail 1o b
Infected by the example of millions of workers
whose every achivily caught the attention of the

media and political leaders

several occasions. In September 1973, when a
Gay Pride March was aticked by Sydney police,
workers on a nearby building site intervened 1o
support the marchers by hurling water on the

cops and by taking up a collection for the bail
fund.

On two other occasions when gay students
were vicumised by campus administrations, BLs
black-banned campus building sites in support
of gay defence campaigns.

Nor was it just the BLF. In the early 1980s at
Melbourne Uni, Liguor Trades Union members
held a stop-work to support a victimised student.
Many other unions adopted pro-gay and anti-
discrimination policies to defend their members
agdinst homophobic employers,

In society at large, politicians, religious lead-
ers, even the medical and psychiatric profes-
sions, abandoned anfi-gay policies and came oul
In suppon of gay rights. Public opinion shifted
.-"nur'p!}"m all states towards the decniminalis-
alvon of Eay sex

E:'HL_’!_1 the AIDS crisis has failed, despite the
best efforts of the Right, 1o reverse the gains.
Fred Nile and his supporiers, while no doobt a
polential danger 10 gays, are a very n1;1r[:|rl-'i’
force in politics and have achieved none of their
anu-pay agenda. Twenty years ago the ideas they
are spouting, which now seem so ridiculous 1o
el rwul-}l.‘_-_ WETE ””'-I. |II|.' COMMOAsChse ViEw,

None of this is 1o argue that gays have naneed
to organise. While capitalism persists, while real
PUWET In our sociely in in the hands of a finy
minonty of propenty owners who will do any=
thing 1o protect their interesis. Eays are nol sale.
We are ]'NH{I]H.J”}' the largel of h-,”._- ._'.““P.“E’ﬁ'\.
and lermor

Even wilhout these, we fice cveryday dis-
crimination. Anti-gay violence is without doubl
on the increase. It is only by organising that we
can Light effectively. The sirugples we Wilge are
for positive refonmms— law relom, anti-discrimin-
aton, health spending—and should be sup-
poried on those grounds alone. But these
struggles also serve 1o bring Bays face 1o lace
wilh the limitations of relorm -II.1E1 for some at

least, 1o a recognition that socialism is the ulii-
male selution

—by Graham Willett
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Y BARRY JONES

(Juerions for the Ninrctics, ed, by Annc
Gaollan, Left Book Club, $13.95.

HIS COLLECTION of 15 essays reveals both the

depth of concem fell by the liberal middle classes
al the state of affairs of Australian society and their
absolute bankrupicy in proposing solutions.
«  The book takes us into a pol pourn of popular
concems aboul poventy, media concentralion, immi-
gration, women's nghts, privalisalion and so on, and
secks 1o engage the reader on lhe most nght wing
terntory—"whal is best for Australia™? The collection
of articles ranges from the informative to the appalling.

Ted Wheelwnight provides a handy summary of
recent data on the growing inequality in Australia
under the Hawke Government before getting back onto
his hobby horee of the “deindustrialisation of Aus-
tralin”™ and “the auctioning off of Australia 10 the
highest bidder”.

Simon Marginson gives a reasonable defence of
the public school system and urges thal the privale
school system be abolished, while David Brown de-
bunks the myths of the “law-and-order”™ brigade on the
prison system and senlencing.

Then there is the nonsense. Former diplomal, Ric
Throssell, assents that “Atomic weapons have made
war itsell obsolete”. His linle asides also illustrale
quite clearly the social milieu of his ilk: “1 was only a
young fellow in the Department of Exlernal Affairs
then, bui | told the Minister, Dr. H.V. Evan, what |
thought,” or his picking up a book “1o read in my hotel
room after a long day al 8 Commonwealth conference
al ML Mero in Tanzania™,

Oiher anrticles are not so harmless. An article by
Nancy Viviani asks, “Are we getting 100 many Asian
migrants 7" Her solution, a maximum intake of 100,000
a year which would reflect the concemns of environ-
mentalists and be sulMiciently modest o avoid a racist
hacklash. This limil has “the advantage ol being a
middle path and politically defensible™.

Of this 100,000 Viviani then takes it upon herself
to decide how “we” should decide who “we™ wanl to
let in. Three categories of people, apparenily, “have”
to be let in: refugees, family reunions, and.. New
Zealanders! Why the latier? Because it is pan of closer
economic relations and the development of the free
trade bloc—ie suits the needs of Australian capitalism,

After these categories of people “we™ have (o lake
{hovw she makes migrants sound like an unpleasant
medicine!), “we” then have 30,000 places lefl 1o allo-
cate 1o others. This is 1o be done essentially on an
economic basis: “we™ should pick those migrants who
have the education, the skills and the money. After all
“we'd be doing ourselves a disservice not (o lake the
best people we can get”,

It would appear that the Lefi Book Club, having
already made a name for themselves with thewr sty
and soft-racist The Third Wave, are seeking 1o carve
themselves oul a miche in the *1'm not a racist but...”
ficld of left politics.

What actually is their vision of socialism? No more
than one or two of the authors even mentions the word,
let alone suggesis that socialism maight be an answer 1o
the problems they explore. Their ultimate target, not a
sociely governed by the working class i which the nch
and powerful have been polically and economucally
defeated, but the Whitlamite dream: “Socialism is a
system in which every stodent in the coentry has a
room, 8 desk and a lamp™,

Not one of the authors even argues that people who
wan! 1o change the world should join a left party. nor
even the ALP. The working class as an agent of socal
change is enlircly missing. There is nothing aboul class
power, about the need for an assault on the pnivileges
of the rch, stnkes, demonstrations of barcly even the
need for struggle. The trade unions are mentioned by
Marian Sawer as one possible avenue for combating
sex discrimination al work (but only after laying much
of the blame for the sobordinale position of women st
work on male workers), however mostly workers ane
SecT s VICLmA.

For socialists looking for a way forward out of the
morass of pessimism generated during the Hawke
years, this book is of no value.

—by Tom Bramble

Aussie rules
feminism

Playing the State: Axitrafian Frminig

I agery ¢ mdiosal h m Walson, Alien "-
Unwin, $19.95

OPHIE WATSON'S choice of title for her recent

collection of anticles, Playing the State: Australian
Feminist Interventions, suggests that the feminism
under discussion is involved in a round of sporting
engagements with the state. Playing on the state
ground and to its rules is shown to have yielded hitle
for women's liberation—though this jsn’t the position
of most of the contributors.

The ook gives interesting insights into whal has

responses made by feminists—either becoming part of
the state-funded network of women s bouses, reluges,
health and rape cnisms cenires or (for the formally
qualified) entering the burcaucracy as “femocrals™

There was another response. In the mid to late
1970, a number of women (including myself) who'd
been in the women s iberation movement, gansd rev-
olutionary socialist organisations. convinced (hat you
could only get real liberation through Nighting 10 des-
troy the whole capilalist sysiem.

Some changes kave occurmed. Women have been
moving into the paid workforce in large numbers; they
are currently 6% of the workforce and one-third of all
trade unionists. However despite gelting “equal pay lor
work of equal value™ in 1972, women's carmings are
still on average only two-thirds of men's. In 1977 the
ACTU adopied some of the demands of the Working
Women's Charnter, but few have been implemented

In carly 19723, Elizabeth Reid was made adviser on
wiomen s affams o the Prime Minsster, Whillam. and
became part of a wave of femocrals enlenng the
burcavcracy. Despite cuthacks in wellare, the Fraser
governmenl did not destroy all Reid’s inimiahives
Many Liberal women supported BEqual Employment
Opportunity (EEQ) and the appouniment of somen 1o
government boards and commissions: quite predict-
ably since the inclusion of women in management and
governmenl in itself represents no threat to the sysiem.

From the mid-1970s also came a widespread
growth in women's services. In June 1975, raelve
refuges were funded. In 1977 under Fraser, the number
cxploded from 19 0 99, becoming onc of the few
growth arcas of Commonwealth spending.

But the henefits of this were mived. Workens in
such services rarely had reasonable wages and con-
ditions as the work was endless; funther, they weme
always valnerable to funding cuts and so. increasingly,
these oficn became simply bandaid services unable to
address politically the basis of the oppression they
were working to alleviate—cither because of lack of
time and resources, or from fear of funding being cut
of if they were 100 outspoken.

While revolutionancs often fight for reformy, we
never sec Lhem as enough or as ends in themselves, in
contrast 1o liberal feminixm (in the femocracy) or
radical feminism (in seli-help “asionomous™ opera-
tions). The majority of the contnibutors to Watson's
book are strongly influcnced by these two tradinons,
s0 their critigues of such practices—as unable (o de-
liver real change for more than a small minonty of
women—often fail to be incisive enough

While reformist feminism may have scored a few
goals, after the maich most people are still goung home
for mum o cook Lhein dinner.

—by Carole Ferrier

from Boockmarks. Asstraba)

N THE WAKE of the defeal of the Nicaraguan

revolution in the elections in February, a new book
by Mike Gonralez has brought logether a senes ol
articles wniten nol only afer the act bul during il
COuTe

To lully undersiand why the revolotron failed we
need (o ook af the Sandinistas” polilics.

With Cuba as a model, the FSLN buoilt an onganisa-
tion of dedicalted revololionanes, operatmg (rom
mouniain bases. fighting for national independence
Bul in the late 60s they were smashed by the Somoza
regime, reducing them lo a very small group

In 1974, after an extremely daring raid on one of
Somoza's loyalesi supportens, which failed to gain any
real influence in the mass movement, an intense debate
broke ol within the FSLN

The theory of geenilla war was shandoned. Two
lendencics emerged: the GPP argued for the slow
sccumulation of forces for a “peoples” war™, while the
Profetarian Tendeocy (TP) recognised the growing
wiorking clasy and the need to organise wathun Il

However, in 1974 a third tendency appeared.
known as the Terceristas, or Insurrectionists, and by
1977 they had captured ihe leadership of of the FSLN.
They believed in an allisnce with the more moderale
anti-Somoza forces, and that when the time was nght,
g mass strike or insurrection could get nd of the
Somora dictatership.

To this extent they were right. Bul the need for an
independent working class organisation and the ques-
tion of socialism was nol answered, 50 when the mass
uprising occurmed in 1978, kading 1o the eventual
overthrow of Somoza by July 1979, there was no
current in the FSLN arguing for workers” control.

After the victory, property once held by Somoza
was seized, which meant 22 per cent of productive
capacity was now under the Sandinistas’ control. The
financial system was also nationalised. There was a
fimil to which they were prepared o go however, s0 by
November 1979, the expropriation decree was with-
drawn, 1o stop farther land and (actory oocupations.

Even with substantial state control, it remained a
mixed economy. In their eyes the essential task became
1o strengihen the state, form an alliance with “patriotic

isie”, convince the mass of the population of
the need for austerity, in onder to accumulste capital.

During the early years of the revolution greal gains
were made in areas such as health and education, but
no mafter how much control the state has over the

economy, it remains subject (0 the whims of the world
market. The point is, it is not how much the staic
controls, but who controls the staie.
—Dby lan Dudiey
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AS BUSH SENDS 250,000 TROOPS...

STOP U.S

WAR DRIVE

FORGET the hypocritical posturing:

George Bush wants war in the Gulf.

Ep-Rot gt LS e AL B s SN
their decline, to reimpose
world.

So Henry Kissinger, US Sec-
retary of State during the Nixon
administration, has called for a
“surgical strike” against Iraq, a
program of bombing that would
destroy Iraqi industry and kill
tens if not hundreds of thousands
of ordinary workers.

A.M. Rosenthal, former
chief executive of the New York
Times: “The ulumate goal now
has to be the elimination of the. ..
Baghdad dictatorship by Wesl-
ern economic and military
reprisals.”

William Safire, also a lead-
ing columnist with the Times:
“Qur declared-war strategy
should be 1o (1) suppress Iragi
air defenses; (2) take out war
production al the 26 key largels,
(3) launch a three-front land war
at the Turkish, Syrian and
Kuwaiti borders... Our greal
danger is delay.”

Or the editorial wniter for the
Wall Street Journal: “1f we take
Baghdad and install a Mac-
Arthur regency, that is the opti-
mum.

Look at the scale of the US
military build-up. In Vietnam, it

‘their authority

By
Phil Griffiths

took the US four years to send
the troops and weaponry they 've
poured into Saudi Arabia in just
four weeks.

This staggering accumu-
lation of force is far in excess of
what was ever needed to “pro-
tect’”’ the barbaric regime of King
Fahd, the official half-truth used
1o justify the invasion.

Who will benefit from

this?

Certainly not the people of
the region, who have seen their
oil wealth systematically plun-
dered by companies like Exxon,
BP, and Royal-Dutch Shell for
maost of this century.

It was precisely 1o protect
their oil supplies that Bnitain,
France and the US supported the
Zionist colonisation of Palestine
and systematically imposed a
series of murderous regimes—
the Shah of Iran, the fabulously
wealthy and brutal Emirs of

Py b

Kuwait, Oman, Dubai and Abu
Dhabi, people like Mubarak of
Egypt and Fahd of Saudi Arabia,
where widespread slavery still
existed in the 1970s, and where
the government cuts the hands
off people convicted of theft.
Will the Palestinians bene-

4 o
* ""J_;’f -’

fit? For the first two and a half
years, the rafifada put Israel and
the US on the defensive. Now
US opinion is hardening behind
Isracl, whose importance as the
major pro-US military power in
the region has come back (o the
fore.

If the US and its allies gel
away with this, every movement
of the oppressed will be sel
back—ithe opposition in Chile,
the rebels in El Salvador, the
workers and peasants of Nicara-
gua and the independence move-
ment on Bougainville.

But most importantly, the
class struggele in the West will
also be setback. Already Britain,
France and the US are ditching
the cuts to military spending that
were promised with the decline
of the Russian empire.

The burden of mounting debt
and looming recession will not
go away: it will be shoved onto
the working class and the poor.
Any victory for the Westin the

Gulf will make it easier for them
to get away with it .
Beating the drums of warhas |

already -given Margarel \E ]
Thatcher a boost. Th& “mmlg“ |
~ sofar-p2

And here in Australia itisthe  §
government that is selling off ¥ o
Qantas and Australian Airlines, | A negnllﬂted ¢
that has abolished the dole, that P gattlement?—p3
IS culting wages and jobs with a e % ,
fury, that says there is no money - The United

(o spend on reversing the decline ¢ Naunns_ppw

of our cities—it is this govem- B
 Hostages and

ment that is spending milhions (o
impose the will of Western im- =

perialism on the peoples of the & h}‘pﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂz 4
Middle East, " ki mmn (18

It is these people, Hawke, 4 ‘H__x m ey
Bush and Thatcher, the robbers -3 :
and war-mongers of the West, :
that are our greatest and most
immediale enemy.

We want 1o see them weak-
ened. A defeat in the Middle East
would be a good start.

That's why we say:
Hawke and Bush, Get
out of the Guif!



