








T wish to make it clear that my criticism of !

men in these pages is not to be taken as a
upon their private lives and conduct. I
cussed solely their public and political




rnest Henry Lane was born at Bristol, En
E December 1869 and came to Australia wit

Frank in 1884. Within a few years th,
family also emigrated to Australia.

Arriving penniless he soon found a job on a d
and spent the first year or so of his new life delive
around Brisbane at four o’clock in the morning, every morn.
ing, for a few paltry shillings a week. He wasg only fifteen
years old. At this early age he became interested in the
workers’ struggle and brother William cemented his inter-
est. Allied to this interest was his love of music and poetry
and his written work contains many quotations from the
classical poets.

Before settling down in Australia he went to North
America and worked on cattle ranches. Back in Australiahe
was restless and had a variety of jobs. Among these he went
to Western Queensland as offsider to a shearers’ cook and
became involved in the shearers’ strikes of the 1890s, so
ably helped by his brother William.

In these years he helped form the Social Democratic
Vanguard which was the foremost Socialist organisation in
Australia in its time. The literature distributed by this
organisation made Queensland the foremost state in the
battle of the unions for better wages and conditions.

‘ He married Mabel Gray and had three children born
in Brisbane. The youngest, Alice, was born in the Argentine
in South America at the time when William Lane founded
the Cosme colony in Paraguay. He helped with the Austra-
lian side of the venture but did not have enough money 0
take the family, It was 1902 before he and the family went
to Cosme and the story is told that Mrs Lane took in a star
boa}'der to help raise the money. He stayed for two years an

achieved the ambition of his life to live and work in 8
socialist colony.
fr
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; . . The colony failed and in 1904 he went o
lends in the Argentine and worked in a meatworks for 8

ved enough money to go to England an!

After the big strikes of 1912 the ‘Daily Standard’
newspaper was formed and Ernie joined as a journalist
reporting on industrial affairs and wrote under the name
“Jack Cade”. In the war years of 1914/18 he came under the
wrath of the censor who did not spare the blue pencil to
censor news the public should have heard. It was almost a
daily occurance to have blank spaces in his articles that had
been censored. He was a leading figure in the anti—conscrip-
tion fight and the result justified all his hard work.

The shearers in the Australian Workers Union never
forgot him and returned him to high office each year. Prob-
ably his proudest moment was when he pursuaded the
A.W.U. to grant a sum of money for the purchase of working
class literature and he flooded the union with the best
selection of working class literature in the world. He
became a prominent figure at the highest A.W.U. and Labor
Party conferences in Australia. In 1918 Jack Crampton, a
member of Queensland’s Legislative Council (and one who
voted to abolish this upper house), paid this tribute to him:

No man has tried harder to live the life of the industrial
socialist than “Jack Cade” (Ernie Lane). Determination, basic-
ness and self sacrifice have won for him the esteem of the
students of big unionism and honesty of purpose has won for
him the respect of the ‘crafties’. He was an extraordinary
cementing and linking up influence. Those who knew him
learned to love him, and that nothing finer can be sait_l. Before
the stagnant pool the true industrialist is mute. Beside flow-
ing, rippling brook he is filled with inspiration and hope.
Where is the man who today denies our resemblance to the
stagnant pool? Where is the man who today can say that
stagnation is not akin to retrogression?

Ernie Lane was my father—in-law and hi? conduct of
life has been an inspiration to me for the last sixty years.

Clarrie Beckingham
Brisbane, May 199_2.‘
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Dedication

edicated to all those Comrades who, despite all

costs, disillusionments, and betrayals — “in storm

or stress or calm” — have never faltered in the fight, | |
but have ever held aloft the red flag of Working Class i
Emancipation and pressed forward towards Freedom’s goal. i

=

51;‘20;;) some uf’thf 220 emigrants bound for the New Australia colony aboard
o 0}';: J.?"cu" which sailed from Sydney on 21 July 1893. Photo from the . i b
ydney Mail, 22 July 1893, and courtesy of the Mitchell Library, N.S.W. o . ' ' |

(below) members of the Cosme com i 5
f the munist colony in Paraguay (which seceded
from New Australia) with Mary Cameron, later Gilmore, fifth from left. Photo

from the Dame Mary Gilmore collection, National Library of Australia, and ==
reproduced courtesy of the Library. E

Ernie and Mabel Lane.




Introduction

feel honoured to have been selected to write an Intro-
Iduction to the timely reprint of the memoirs of one who

made a significant contribution to the Labour Move-
ment, a contribution for which he has received inadequate
recogl’}ltion. I do so as a member of a family which was very
close indeed to the family of Lane during many eventful
years in our history.

_ Among my earliest recollections are of lively political
dlE.cllSSmnS.- at the Lanes’ home, ‘Cosme’, on the banks of the
anba‘ne. river at Highgate Hill, which was an ‘open house’
for activists of the Labour Movement literally from all over
the world.
standiE:{ 5 i Lan]e’s reminiscen?es are essentially an out- a
e %{:Xamp e of‘the oral history that has now become =
g tEse;:t:lld lrlghﬂ).f 50, for t_he reporting of happen-
unmatched authe:tic?:;hcmants in them has EUEH
Stirri:;:flr$i falrlmlly livpd in the turbulent period of the
e humas ralia’s nationhood, marked by a striving for
W ne society than the Old World of oppression
agitators 3’('1,1'::t,Struggle EWVER msuiing and inspiration b;’f
e Bor§ and poets like Henry Lawson, Francis
T i B e:a y and otl}er:s, with most of whom Ernest

Bl huw tn r;?:]h?::: i f justice
& . it, this new community of jus!
sa: i‘}ll‘;asﬁﬁi’l‘he' Lane brothers, William, John r;ynd Ernest,
P o :ntm the application, writ large, of mat“h@
b insteagdr l:‘ oPen spaces of the New World; in co—0P!
of acquisitiveness, in the abolition of antage-

nistic classes, in the ending of the exploitation of man by
man — in short in socialism.

In Dawn to Dusk Ernest Lane gives a graphic account,
pungent but warm, of the activities of the early socialists in
spreading the gospel. In a pattern of trial and error enthu-
siastic groups stepped upon the stage and faded out with
rather disconcerting frequency, but their message lived on
and gathered increasing support until it became part and
parcel of the accepted ideology of the Labour Movement.

In characteristic rhetorical and discursive style Ernie
provides a ball-to-ball report on some of the crucial water-
sheds in our history, in all of which he played a leading role:

« The courageous, if misguided, attempt in the 1890s to carve
a communist society out of the jungles of South America, a
New Australia, designed to act as a beacon for the rest of the
world.

s The bitter general strike in Queensland in 1912.

o The trials and tribulations of the strike’s meritorious prog-
eny, the Labour Daily Standard, in which Lane himself was
the most dynamic figure writing under the pseudonym, preg-
nant with historical import, of Jack Cade.

o The fight for free speech against conscription and state
tyranny during the First World War.

e The impact of the world shattering Russian revolution of
1917.

« The working out in 1921 by the Australian Labor Party and
the Trade Union Movement of the mechanism for the
implementation of a socialisation objective.

« The moves to form a One Big Union of the working class,
leading at length to the dialectical compromise of the Aus-
tralasian Council of Trade Unions.

The very personification of socialist idniism,_hme
waged a consistent campaign for the-edueatimﬁ_ sociology
and political economy within the uwcmt,»bai.ng person-
ally responsible for the formation of many agencies. And he
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battled unceasingly for the right

ittlec of sociali
minority, to advocate their views j o

,; even if §
n official ci i

rcles,
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bb and flow of the socialist
may as many professed socialistg
primarily careerists and degener-
ortunists, conservatives, traitors,
f years the procession of ‘Cosme’
ngl"’t'trlade union bureaucrats and
; politicians — Billy Hughes, P
“igwllmg, W. A. Holman, Jim Dooley, Tom M:tch, t%‘om lWa?::ir
ela Paqkhur§t and many others — seemed endless ,
Ernie points out that throughout his life he had

adopted the approach of assumi
ming th
possessed of his honesty and inte ey o S L

principle but leading to inevitabl
unkindest cut of all, finishing in
own brother, the beloved “Billy,”
most significant political f ,
the most talented in ter
Propagandising.

Dawn to Dusk traces the e
and Lane watched with dis
revealed themselves to be
ated into unashamed opp

With the passage o
comrades to “time servi
capitalistically-minded

tide,

e disillusionment. And, the
the camp of the enemy his
universally regarded as the
gure in the family and, arguably,
ms of organising, agitating, and

brightBegf Sl:l th&}ffeﬁt of integrity Ernest proved to be the
e ar. ile he tended to interpret trends in terms
0 e tlaws in the character of individuals he did come to
see the more fundamental thread running through it all in
zoi;lul)tlr}g plarliamentarianism — in the opinion of the
r:for‘;;i:m,thls Introduction, the erroneous philosophy of
Ideology! That's the key! So, in his disillusionment
obvc_‘.r t}:;e apost.aniy of individuals, the emotional reaction at
ht_amg et do“zn by erstwhile fellow crusaders, he did not
imself lose his “faith.”

He was a confirmed Marxist, viewing i

e o ¥ g its concepts, ag
he put 1”t, as “the only way to solve the evils of capitalist
society.” Even the agonising experience of Cosme (the
attempt at establishing a communist community in
12

grity — no doubt a worthy

Paraguay) did not erode his beliefs; nay, in a sense, as he
concedes, it strengthened them.

So what relevance has Dawn to Dusk to the world of
today? Is it not now clearly demonstrated the futility of
socialists expecting any meaningful progress towards their
goal from the policies of the current major political parties
of the two—party system? Plenty of contemporary examples,
still of the opportunism, indeed corruption and betrayal by
individuals professing Labour doctrine, as abound in Lane’s
book.

Indeed it could convincingly be argued, I submit, that
the retreat of the Labor Party from anything in the nature
of socialism has reached its clearest manifestation yet in
the performance of the present national government, as an
instrument of the capitalist establishment reflecting the
effectual rule of the dominant transnational corporations.

The recent commemoration of the centenary of the
founding of the Labor Party in Australia left an overriding
impression of a leadership steeped in self—satisfaction, even
self—glorification, with not even a passing reference t.o l!:l
socialisation objective, born in its early days and still in
existence, though in a modified form, in its platform.

Pioneers like the Lane brothers, who played su.ch an
influential, and, indeed, in some ways decisive, part in the
birth of the party and gave it its vision of a better society,
received not a mention.

There is a warning for the leaders of the Labor Pnrt.y,
worried about their electoral prospects, in a letter _El:nle
sent to me in acknowledgement of my review of the ongm_nl
edition of Dawn to Dusk and expressing anger at Qﬂiml
Labour’s baycott of it: “one of the most amazing reactions is
of the ordinary unionist and ALP m_emben_who are gener-
ally enthusiastic readers ... one explained this by saying that
I had written what many of the rank and ﬁ'l_e were thinking.

As for sincere socialists, many now inclined to be on
the defensive in the consequence of the admittedly serious
adverse overseas developments, they could do worse than
read and learn from the dedication of Ernest Lane to his
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s ding their

: £, al‘ld apt|m1sm regar ;
ﬂm]i_:]?l:l:y not based on historic truth?
awit}‘ Lane that socialism is still the
Do we not 8gTe€ alism — its exploitation of
f production with alter-

Yt t anarchy 0 : ;
inheren lity and endemic social

nating booms and busts, it8 inequa

injustice?

Edgar Ross
Brisbane, February 1992.

(Edgar Ross could be said to have been born with a socialist
spoon in his mouth, his father being active in the formation
of the first socialist organisations in Queensland, in associ-
ation with E.H. Lane, in the early years of this century.
mineriﬂr forty years Edgar worked as a journalist for the
S first as associate editor of Barrier Daily
] at Broken Hill, then as editor of the union’s weekly
Journal tl}e national Common Cause.
oy uf_“’:‘n"_e throughout as a union publicist, spokesman
ganiser, he represented the mining group on the

executive of the N.S. ; !
delegate for thirty yeg’s_Labor Council, of which he was &

Hi! m 1 = § . ]
Fadaration tail;;(?-ushl;shed work is A History of the Miners

E
of the C?:ﬁ;f 058 Was a member of the Central Committee
member of th nist Party from 1929 to 1966 and was an early
e Socialis Party of Australia.) '

Foreword

request of the author to write a foreword to this book.

My intimate acquaintance with him goes back to a day
during the General Strike of 1912, when he and I were
assigned for duty together issuing food coupons to strikers.
Since that stirring period in the Labour Movement, there
has developed between us a close friendship, in the course
of which I hava had related to me many of the happenings
that are recorded in this book. Some of them I knew from
my own knowledge, through my association with them as a
delegate to the Q.C.E. and other representative gatherings.
1 have often expressed the view that it would be a great pity
if Comrade Lane did not commit his reminiscences to writ-
ing; and I am pleased that he has done so.

I know that it is not in any spirit of caprice or spite
that he has indulged in parts of his book, in criticism of
some of Labour's past leaders or Labour’s policy. He is
incapable of any such action. His own feelings are sufficient
guarantee that criticism is levelled only where it has been
earned; and that the purpose of it is intended to provide the
Movement with warnings of some of the factors that have
been responsible for sapping working class organisations of
their militant outlook and fighting spirit.

To many persons books of reminiscences seem to lack
purpose and use. But it often occurs that reminiscences of
persons who were actually associated with the events
recorded in official histories, explain why some of t!lo_ue
events took the course they did; and, therefore, reminis-
cences become a very necessary supplement to the official
histories of Labour in this State. Firg

It is with a feeling of great pleasure that I accede to the




The record of “Ernie”
i e” Lane's remini
regarded as a valuable contribution to]glsgtences should bg

class literature. His association with the ralian working

: M
back to the time when Labour was strugglingozoe:r::il:tsoea
nce

and recognition in this count
r : » ; ry, and when i isati
f—ld n&t enjoy the liberties of speech, assemtls?; :Lgda::sah‘om
]]i?flh at they established for themselves later in theg::m“-
;nem%; gTo:'lt;h afnd development of influence. He and o':}:::
rs of his family assisted in directin i

mk . g the pol

activity of the Movement in this country towardspac;cii\:r:;:

industrial solidarity and politi
: - political re i i
ence in the affairs of the land. Presentation H

;ealisgf_ }'Il‘?li s;ien those early dreams and hopes of Labour
ovement developed strength, influence and
gower. It has _gamed the liberties it fought f,'or in the early
ays, and which were considered necessary to its proper
%r(fwth and development. It achieved political strength suf-
icient to become the Government of the Nation and of its
Ste'ltes. It _has contributed a great deal to the improvement
of industrial fa.nd social conditions of the people; and it has
been -responmble for most of the humanitarian,legislatiorl
that is on our Statute Books. Its representatives have dis-
pla_.yed great capacity in high executive positions; and from
being regarded as outlaws and being imprisoned ,as strike-
legders an_d agitators, they have advanced to a state of
being Eonstdsred eligible to hob—nob with princes and kings
E".rme Lane has witnessed the change taking place i!;
La?)our s status and influence; has lived through the period
of it; has helped to make it possible. And with the advance-
ment of Labour’s position and power he has witnessed the
gradual abandonment of every principle that Labour’s pio-
neers held sacred and thought vital to the real advancement
of the Working Class Movement. He has seen the policy of
the official Labour Movement in this State change colour
from the deep red of Socialism to the palest pink of Liberal-
ism. He has seen men who have been raised to positions of
trusted leadership in the Movement use those positions to
advance their own careers and fortunes rather than those of
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the class whom they claimed to represent; and, sometime,
desert the workers’ cause to enter the ranks of Labour’s
enemies.

Gone now is the fervid faith, the high hope, the endur-
ing enthusiasm, and the strong spirit of struggle that
characterised the early Labour Movement that the name of
Lane will be associated with always in this State. In its
place there has been erected an “official” Labour Movement
that is numerically stronger; in which membership imposes
no sacrifice or danger; which places greater value on tactics

of political expediency tham on faith in principle; that has |

abandoned the policy of the class struggle for one of class

collaboration; and that by its listlessness and lack of fight-

ing spirit is endangering even the retention of the liberties

of speech, assembly, and organisation that were fought for
by, and established through the sacrifice of, the Lanes and
other pioneers or the Labour Movement here.

Yet, throughout it all, “Ernie” Lane's rebel spirit has
not wavered. His belief in the justice of the working class
cause is as strong now as in the early days of his association
with the Movement. He has not abandoned the hope that
the workers’ cause will triumph to the stage that economic
exploitation of labour in the interest of profit will be com-
pletely eliminated, and that the social and cultural progress
of the working class will not be regulated by the rate of
profit being earned by a rapacious capit.nlist.class. He has
not given way to despair, or professed disillusionment as an
excuse for seeking personal advancement by abandoning his
early beliefs or embracing other political creeds._He has
remained the rebel because his beliefs do not arise from
instinct alone, but from honest conviction, 2 complete
knowledge of the economics of Socialism, nqd. a proper
understanding of the requirements of the gorkmg class. ‘.

If, in his book, there creeps in ucumon@l!y a note
pessimism or disappointment, it is because l}u own gentle
and kindly nature, and his own honesty and sincerity, cause
him to believe that those same qualities should be po'ueaufl
by all humans, particularly those who are placed in posi-
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tions of trust and influence in the Labour Movement, andhe
can find no excuse for those in whom that trust has been
misplaced; and also because he knows that “official” Lgm-e!;r.
policy is not conducted according to the will of the !ﬁajorj;x
of the rank—and—file, whose wishes are suppressed in the
ruthless grind of machine politics. = o

To those who will not tolerate that suppression and
who are still fighting the real battle of Labour — and they
are an ever—growing band in these days of economic stress
and political struggle — the book will provide inspiration to
continue the fight. They may not find in the book any
practical contribution to the immediate vital economic and
social problems that confront the Labour Movement; and
they may not agree with many of the opinions and conclu-
sions of the author. But they will absorb from it some of the
militant Socialist spirit that is embodied in its author and
in many of his early friends and associates who are men-
tioned by him. They will learn from this record of Labour’s
struggles in this State, that if their Movement at the
moment does not possess the Socialist spirit that was
breathed into it by the pioneers, it is because that Move-
ment has been diverted from its real mission, and has been
allowed to become the playground of careerists and oppor-
tunists, who have used it to serve their own needs, and not |
those of the workers.

The real Labour Movement is still a rebel move-
ment; it is still fighting against all those injustices
and inequities that are sanctioned by the accepted
scheme of “law and order” within our community; it
is still strongly opposed to the system that allows a
privileged possessing class to exist alongside a dis-
possessed class that is waging a continual struggle
with suffering and want; it still believes that the class
struggle is a reality in the existing social order; it is
still organised to carry on that struggle on behalf of
the oppressed and exploited working class until they
are freed from oppression and exploitation.

That Labour Moyem‘entfvﬁu aﬂm-gg&inﬂpn_‘the press-
ing economic -and social needs of the workers to carry out
Labour’s real mission, and to achieve the objective of the
organised working class. s

T. Moroney,
State Secretary,
Australian Railways Union.
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Dawn To Dusk

Reminiscences of a Rebel

Preface

hese reminiscences of an active li
. : active life closely associate
I with various phases of the Australian Labour Mov:

ment, are not in any sense a history of that movement.

I ha i incli
suc}:e not had either records, data — or inclination to write

Even as an autobio i
. graphy these memoirs are incom-
gleeite, lla:ik:jng many details and incidents which might well
28 i:;'u ed. But in many respects this record is of interest
i icative of some of the unseen currents and shallows of
di:ﬁr;.:\;e;nantht’:hat hz;:'e been responsible for much of the
nd shipwrecks that have mark
workers towards their goal. Pried e BN
These memoirs are at lea
3 . st an honest endeavour to
}g:i{iae%strue ::ephca of the background and foundations of my
Commu‘_' in the supreme rightness and inevitability of
o nism as the one and only road whereby the workers
i mass of t,l_\e people — can free themselves from
ex? oitation. Despite the buffetings of Fate, almost contin-
}m_ betrayal and treacheries, I have never faltered in thi
aith — have never in the slightest measure doubt d i
truth and glorious destiny, and it is from this angl el o
th:':t I have approached and met all the problemg gf.; bl
existence which we all have to face. e
Thus as a confirmed Communist, admitt;
. ; m
solution whereby to solve the evils of eapitlatltil;g no‘other
have applied that standard of ethics and economi s
individuals and organisations who presume tca ot
speak on behalf of the disinherited toilers, If e i
e Y Judgment

S

of men as disclosed in these memoirs appears harsh or
intolerant, it is solely the fault of the condemned who have
wittingly or unwittingly followed false gods — and grossly
betrayed their trust. In the crucible of life which immutably
tests men’s souls they have proved dross, lacking that fidel-
ity to principal and ideals without which man is a poor
puppet and plaything of fate.

To clear away any misunderstanding, I specially
desire to emphasise the fact that the Australian Labour
Party — or any other party for that matter — is NOT the
Labour Movement. The ALP is just a section of the move-
ment, and, as its deplorable later history shows only too
plainly, a very mediocre and futile section. But with an
effrontery typical of Labour politicians, Labour Party repre-
sentatives unblushingly designate the ALP as the Labour
Movement, with themselves as the impeccable high priests.
It would indeed be a hopeless tragedy if the ALP claim was
a bona fide one, for then the future would be a blank insofar
as the welfare of the workers is concerned.

In these discursive memoirs, I have omitted to pay
well deserved tribute to many friends and wmradt‘aa who_ it
has been my good fortune to know and associate with. With
faith unshaken they have never faltered, never chosen the
line of least resistance which often leads to material cc_:mi'nrt
and advancement. I hope these gallant marchers in the
Army of the Night will forgive me this apparent non-—Trecog-
nition of their worth. To those Labourites who are either in
the camp of the enemy or in such close contact as to render
it impossible to define their line of demarcation, whoI h_:lve
not honourably (?) mentioned — well — they can c(.mn_e;
themselves fortunate that they alsa have not been pillorie
and placed in the rogues gallery with their perhaps more

rominent colleagues.
. In my .iudgg:rlnent and comments on those :vho (llmre
falsified their erstwhile pledges and ideals I have “tal nw!';
naught in malice.” They by their own acts of betray a_ns
treachery have left themselves naked, not to their enemie !
but to the scorn and righteous resentment of all who rega
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the Labour Movement as something far nobler

fession and means to secu S
re personal a i b
popular applause. ggrandlsement )

The charge that utopian idealism i i
realms of practical politics leaves me unnl;e;:ugg:zld: o
l.)een truly sgid “That a map of the world that d;)et -
include Utopia is not worth even glancing at, for it ls i
out thf one country at which Humanity is al\w;ays lan:iar:m:
Where there is no vision — there the people perisﬁ“
I have bgen a dreamer — a visionary — seeing in the f’utm:e
that society wherein all the dreams of Labour, of the poor
oppressed ones of the earth, will come true.’ “Therephas
never been a great invention that did not begin in a dream
just as there never has been a great truth that did not begir'l
asg 'heresy. And if we look back over history we find that the
i}l: hgxe ml::ments, with men and nations, are those in which
to:.;ré-ea:h free from the anchorage of the past, and set sail
discoveiy ‘”e unknown seas on a new and spiritual voyage of
I believe that the day is not far distant when the
?){::?;nfrsd‘)f the world will reap their reward. Then will the
Commzzi ers of the blind who today slander and disavow
discred'tsn(; a; a danger and disruptive force be utterly
o2y ited. Like the misleaders berated by Omar
ayyam, their words to scorn will be scattered, and their
mt':ut,‘l'l‘;7 stit:pped with dust. d \
ith Heine I have found that “Life i
!,hose who think — and a tragedy t:zhg:ewﬁoafezls’lﬁdﬁ
is because I have felt the woes and sufferings of the Icom
people, cot_ldemned, mercilessly exploited under the j P
law of capitalist society, that I have rebelled and ko L
lengeti tf'.his de:)a}s\ed system and its apologists gl
was at the repeated urgi scli
pators in the Labouri;\v!ovemengt“;%st:é:;i?;: ‘;f-:-ve Aoskiss
write these reminiscences. I have sought the aesolved ¥
none, probably have disappointed some who a.nt[;p'mvnl e
more detailed and effective revelation of Labour’ac;ﬂ:tegu:

at least I have been honest and as f :
. as frank as possible, Unlike

many autobiographies, every incident — every word in this
passing record of my life are actual facts and truths. (The
half century covered in this period has gone beyond recall,
and still the show goes on).

1t is now the great privilege and duty of the younger
generation to so shape their lives — their activities — to
carry on the fight for human emancipation, for the trium-
phant establishment of the Communist State, which to me
and to countless others has ever been the flaming goal of our
life’s pilgrimage.

1t should be clearly understood that my Communist
faith and ideals are not necessarily those of any party or
even individuals, but entirely my own point of view. Neither
are these memoirs propaganda only insofar as they record
events of a not uneventful life. They can in short be truly
designated — a human document — nothing more, but
certainly nothing less.

E.H. Lane,
‘Cosme’,
Highgate Hill, Brisbane,
September, 1938.




Part 1

Chapter 1

Early Influences

vatism and reactionary political policies of 50 years ago,

to the virile working class movement that is today insis-
tently smashing down the gates of capitalist imperialism
and exploitation. Yet with countless others I have travelled
that road, and, in the journeying, have had many and varied
experiences.

To record this pilgrimage, which may be of interest
and value, also throw a badly needed light on some dark and
nauseous corners of the Australian Labour Movement as
misinterpreted by many of its so—called leaders, is the prin-
cipal motive of these memoirs. Since my first participation,
in early youth, in the working class movement, I have unde-
viatingly adhered to the Socialist or Communist philosophy,
and from that angle and none other herewith review and
comment upon the outstanding epochs and events of the
past 50 years.

Consequently there is of necessity a scathing and
uncompromising condemnation of those who, for place and
power or other ignoble motives, have debased the Labour
movement and sold the pass to the enemy. There can be no
toleration for this “legion of the lost” that has ln'clu!l'l_‘r_ﬂle
workers to their present parlous and humiliating position,
but only righteous scorn and contempt. ;

1t was suggested to me by the late Vic. Smith, bohfm-
ian and book lover, that in imitation of Fra.nk’ Harris 1
should write & book entitled ‘Men I have Known.’ I replied
that if I wrote such a book I would term it ‘Men 1 Thought I
Knew.’ But bitter experience has taught me and others, "m}
I know them now, and the knowing is a revelation o
25

It is a far cry from the old worn—out beliefs of the conser-
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betrayal of principle and unscrupulousness that leayeg
aghast, ng

1]

Reverting to my childhood an
T'have no Chartist or rebel an
sive background. The younges
the eldest, I was steeped to t

of Church and State, British infallibility, and justice, and
shuddered with childish horror at the mere thought of rad-
icalism and Atheism, the two bogies of those days. Our
father had emerged from a peasant environment in Ireland

to that of a humble member of the petty bourgeoisie, and

that was the orbit round which the whole family revolved in
glamourous abasement. Disraeli and Queen Victoria were

our god and goddess, while Gladstone and John Morley
symbolised all that was evil and destructive. Socialism, to
us and millions of others, in the seventies of last century,
was utterly unknown. Though very young I was precocious,
due chiefly to father being an active Tory politician,
strongly supported by my eldest brother, Will, and at seven

or eight years of age was primed with political wisdom (?)
obviously extremel

Y conservative. My greatest delight was
to get a talk started on England’s history and naval and
military heroes.

T'knew no others. I once said I would rather
have a talk on great (?) men than a piece of cake.

Our mother died when I was nine years of age and six
years later a move wa

s made to Australia. My brother
Frank, 16 years of age, and I were the first of the Lane
family to arrive in Brisbane in 1884, We landed penniless
and without a friend. I wag engaged for 12 months by
Andrew Wagner, a milk farmer at Nundah, then known as
German Station, at 7/6 p

d early training,
cestors or traditional progres.
t of five brothers, William was
he neck in idolatrous worship

unlike 80me,

er week. For twelve months I had
to start work at 1.30 a.m. Sundays and holidays included,
t altogether wasted.
year my brothers Will and John arrived
and to my horror I discovered that Wil had
a radical or worse. When he had left England

But the experience was no

The following
in Brisbane,
evolved into
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i rting
; ears before he had given me as a parti
for A“(]’f}:;i:‘rslz?gr{gland prayer book in the ﬂ.y le';;f of which
sl ad ritten “Fear God and Honour the Kuzg_. That_. wa;
has it foundation of our material and spmtua_l ln'e.l
the ¥ e({y d him of this. He had forgotten, and I sa:_d sgﬁ::
:‘.emu'l eou believe that now?” He laughed and {ephei doi
thln t;o{x won’t some day when you know bette_r. Sl;‘oc e e,r
o il' ted this blasphemous prophecy, which, howev s,
l.ep“fr.ll?t'llled to the uttermost in the course of two years,
was
s of age.
bt é: ?151 ng'gztt;e;:; asrhed nfy swaddling clotge:his].]r;:
i i those sacre
onate rebel against all thos .
becax}'le]z p:::{ier years had been held 13molabe a}rl!d rer:::d
f'hf‘ltﬂi:lle I%ndoubt.edly my brother Will's llnﬂ:e'l‘::ift :1; i
o . i t and outlook,
i tic change of hear b
:e:l:eizr:e:,]reading, ang tem_;;erat;z:}tl ;\::cin::t ?;ioc:;?i:;isi
i n me the evils an 28 0
Ea{l{:{%ﬂ;;kdlyczl:;lled me to become a Socialist, or rather
eli
Comm’i‘mr:'?térament is one of the most potent _faci.l:;: u:et;iet;
k —-: l:md making of a rebel, and lack;nfi bl
;n;an eeral:nent is a serious handicap to the r'w:a‘;is et
eitl-?a thorough knowledge of the_ ecu;u_ﬂon:llui‘r D et
;:n art Promethean fire to hig ag'lt.aholnn watl;r ke
t.h: rebel temperament alone is unstable l:!r a4
ing as sand. It leads to anarchism and ot/ ieo mpegpn i
tfivin s to find a way out of the preelilt 8 t?.tghe i
:niser gBut. plus a sound understanding ‘:;he oy
foundi.tions’ of society, the born rebel is
i ent. ] i
wnﬂu?ﬁ ::?::i:;r:;!zmergence from ‘d“'km'!“d ;-:izs:;i'.sm e
the soul destroying philosop!'ly of ca(;:utalr:nl?'m' 25 5974
the inspiring humanitarianism of Com ;
: g2 i the soun
POIntaAlﬁ:;s;:;hnat first I had 'httle knowllo:g‘;n t;f v
economic basis of the Socialist tl:d;l;y‘.m oot -t
little at that time, its ethical ;1:1:.: R i iy
ing in its intensity. There was i
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and passionate love for the workers of
the cowardly expediences which have
brave endeavours. Happily, through w
the long, often heart-breaking years,
fellows has never deserted me and has
comfort when all else has failed. While the purel ethi
phase of the Socialist movement does not meet wiJ::h e
enthusiasm from the Marxian dogmatist, is even re ;,I:-';ﬂ&
as “suspect”, I am absolutely convinced that it is thegcm-ue
séto;;:: of a}n{ bona-fide Socialist or Communist Societ;r
uch a society mu i i i ;
i fgunda!;ion,s';‘ axiomatically be based on a solid eco-

he Communist theory unquestionahl
supplies that, but the ethics or rel ion of g
st ik gion of Communism is an

whole and any attempt to establish a

Communist Society wi i
: y without proper realisati i i-
tion will inevitable fon proper realisation of this posi

My own personal ex
very fixed opinion on thj

all lands, g 8corn of
wrecked count]ggy
eal and Woe,

* down
this passion for my

been a dear source of

periences serves to emphasise this
Y 3 8 subject, and although I have no
‘ii:;ll;;bat:; f[\:lrther dilate in this important phase of the work-
ovem : i
s ent, I would reaffirm this declaration. No

te could live on : s ;
ther, j a purely ethical basis, nei-
re:" m?t 88 surely, could it do so lacking that spir’itual
18ation of Communistic ethics,

.. I must confess that lar,

» Not weakened, my
geareat ideals. Based

ackground, emotion,
e will, wil) never lead

at on

R
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ne to betray or desert the workers cause. Can as much be
gaid for the undeviating materialist leader?

With an irrepressible love of poetry from-my earliest youth,
I have naturally looked to the poets at .thls stage of develop-
ment. Nor did I search in vain, but dlscov?red_ a’wealth of
inspiration that has never—endin_g solace in l}fe 8 darke_st
hours. Burns, Byron, Walt Whitman, William Morris,
Swinburne’s earlier poems — and Shel_ley._ How I de\:oured
their revolutionary thoughts and aspirations, and indeed
felt comradeship with all the great ones of the ear.t.h.

I ascribe to this poetic exaltation the .en_thua:a?m and
inflexibility of purpose that has ever m_ade it n:nposaxb]e. for
me to abandon or betray the Communist path I so passnos:—
ately pursued in my youth. No other path, howeverdtem? -
ing or seemingly fair, has caused me to stray, am.i to ay, ]:,E
all who have eyes to see, the end c!f the road is in 515 .
Therefore in sketching the foundation and bac.kg'roy; t'l:'
my life, this record would be sadly incomplete if I di :;‘e,
with deep thankfulness, rememher. m:nd note my unpay e
debt to humanities poets. Neither ie it too much to aas: 1
that there are countless other good comrades, Whofa :.;d
fought, and are still fighting, the good ﬁght., w:h? havt:
similar strength and inspiration through life’s journe yi)a

Of all these seers and prophets of the Future's tli(;.
when “All will be better than well” — Shelley W?:te o
greatest — and the best beloved. I have more to e
him later on. : 2 3

aMy reading in regard to economics during s;uar ::ld‘;gl
onic existence was scant, chiefly because books © e
character were rare. At the present time _ther: is at
abundance of Communistic and rad:eal.lﬂ.-er_l u::;;ible o
making of books there is no end, so_that it is lmpincreuing
anyone to read and keep pace with the e::l' gt
number. In the early eighties of the last cen rinture i
cation of a worthwhile book of a revolution =
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hailed as a heaven—sent gift and eager]
gently digested. h ¥ Procured anq g;.
Outside of the poets mentioned, Morri .
«0ld Order and the New,” “Gospel of the P:Jlos:t: 'g?"d““"
of Kings,” with Morris's “Dream of John Bull’” a e"‘; Book
from Nowhere” and “Story of an African Fnd ’Newn
«Dreams” by Olive Schriner, provided me ‘:-‘::l and
enlightenment and joy. These, and a few oth; m}“’h
books, were the highlights that served to keep all t]llx radiy
ever engaged in the Labour movement in touch qﬂ;!‘wha
growing progressive thought that was emerging glt o
long dark night of ignorance and despair. Thus didu;n i.;]}e
many others, find the light and embark upon a 1'f'|llke
crusac,ll%against the capitalist exploiter. L
e outstanding feature of this perio
ment was.the influence and magnetli)c peiszf;:r:lji’tge::]g-
brother Will. As far as I was concerned all else in life wai
:um%letelgf over—shadowed, and with many other sat enrap-
ured at his feet and eagerly drank from the cup of inspira-
tion which poured from his soul. .
i :i?iy& Rgss, in ll-us recently published book, “William
trathfully :ecus:lralxap I’..abour Movement,” brilliantly and
Sfin it per‘i);-d,s Will’s amazing work and influence
gt could add but little to that invalusble history of
genius in the moulding of a rejuvenated Labour move:
SRRE R st : juvenated Labour
thousands of wsa continent, and broughtt HOHSHEE.
i, ry searchers for a new world.
et lPOSB.lble for the present generation to more
imly visualise th sevine influ-
e power, beauty, and uplifting influ-

ence that W, L : ;
e B o e andane exercised over the minds — and destinieé

ingeed ripe for
a brutal and goul ¢ i

amn
message, 1'.r'ans:lat.in.gl

spurred men into actiq it into language and deeds t;

n.
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women throughout Australia. The time W88
a new faith whereby to point the way outof
ng system of society. Will gave taBh g
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When he died in 1917, his death evoked %nef n}r:.d
iation of his life work from those who never orgot his
appfcwd self sacrifice for the workers he loved so dearly.
i ?nreceived many touching letters of condolence of
which the following from & life—lo'ng _batt..ler in the Labou;
movement i8 typical, giving some indication of the love an
comradeship Will had created in the hearts of many who
had never personally known him:-

« used to read his work in the ‘Boomerang’ and tl!ey
were grand and inspiring. Ah! Those were the days to live
in, and there is only a few of us who have kept true and
never wavered. Your dear brother was & great man a'nd one
of the greatest journalists who ever struck Australia. But
that was not all. His writing breathed of life and soul and
lifted one right out of the mud and made one look up and see
that there was such a thing as & blue sky overhead. I can
remember how he used to lift my weary sad soul out o_t’the
mire of selfishness and self-pity, 8o that I began to live &
man’s life without whimpering and stand on my feet up to
anyone. Vale William Lane!”

As a brother of the man whose name was ringing
throughout Queensland and also in the other States, I
received a full share of reflected glory. This was all I was
entitled to, as my part in agitation or any sort of work
relating to the working class movement was practically nil.
There was little opportunity in Brisbane in the middle
eighties of the last century for one to become associated
with any radical organisation (none existed) or the few craft
unions and waterside and seamen’s unions, unless working
in these occupations. I worked in a grocery store and it was
undreamt of that a shop assistants’ union was in the realms

of possibility. So, although seized with a hot revolt against

the established order of things, my rebellion was of a some-

what vague and indeterminate character, obviously lacking

the knowledge and experience that came quickly in later

years. I was only seventeen years of age and I was content

to adore Will and enthusiastically agree to all his growing
revolutionary pronouncements.



Dawn to Dusk

s =

[ well remember a forgotten page of Labour history ;
pane (1887). My brother started a “Bellam o?’ In Brjg,
«Looking Backward” was just then in the bo:y Society
regularly in the closed-in balcony of George Marn;; W? meg
beer factory in Bowen Street, and there were abc ant's b,
of us used to attend. Mr. Marchant became a v out a dogey
man and has devoted his money to charitable i':lry _weqithy
with ispec}ial regard for crippled children. stitutions,
nother remembrance of that s&
Adams, the poet, and his wife who were lz:f:sl:[fi'ril: gl'anoia
brother. Heated arguments sometimes arose o: g ni.’my
aspects of revolutionary thought and I found m se‘lr:“uus ;
ally closely in sympathy with the extreme rebelliiusnev:t;
Francis Adams, who was impatient of Will's more deml: y
mls:thods. 1 still retain a very loving remembrance ()fAdg:::
wno, A L
At the age of nineteen I felt the urge of travel and with:
a severe attack of wanderlust went to Sydney. It was then
that I ﬁ:jst met A.G. Yewen, a remarkable and intriguin ;
ﬁie:fonﬂl}ty who had been closely associated with the eark
tradﬁ;ero the British Socialist movement. A stonemason by
i Z“’e" was quickly repudiated by his family when he
i n active member of the Social Democratic Fe
him'to szersonal fner}d f’f William Morris, Yewen a8
Aneiry Oélg the Socialist League (1884) in & breaka
accOunte f- 1;F., whn_se high priest was H.M. Hyndman,
i to'llt e growing parliamentarianism of that bo
. hagd 011 health Yewen was ordered to go to Aus
s Umb? etter to W. Lane in Brisbane and Will sent hi
o tlram, Darling Downs, where my brother John'
pine eacher. Yewen stayed with John for six months
e tf;: oved health, went to Sydney. There he threw h
M e work of the Australian Socialist Leagué of
cNamara was secretary. '
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gocialism in those days was indeed 2 maligned and
hated creed, and its few expounders .and adherents were
subject to every form of social ostracism and per‘ecut.mn,
which it is hard for the present generation to realise. '1‘13 be
pranded as & Socialist was to incur untold .penalhes,
victimisation, and scorn. The old Socialist r'ooms in the ba:_:k
premises of a shop on Brickfield Hill were, it must be admit-
ted, redolent of the untidiness and squalor with which it
was always credited by its enemies. “Mac” and Yewen used
to sleep on a mattress on the floor, where I joined them on
occasions. There was 8 very good lot of Socialist and Radical
papers from all parts of the world, and as there were
German, Austrian, French and Italian members, the
League was often of an international character.

Yewen was a widely read man and his Socialist dogma
and practice was of an intense character. Over a period of
years, on many occasions he literally starved in propagating
the truth of Socialism. In 1891 he became sub—editor of the
Queensland Worker, under W. Lane as editor. Two years
later he returned to Sydney, and with two other enthusiasts
they sold and mortgaged their entire worldly possessions to
establish a Socialist weekly paper, with the particular
object of securing the election of W.M. Hughes, M.H.R., to
the New South Wales Parliament. Hughes was an avowed
Socialist and largely through Yewen's paper was elected as
a Labour member. However, as soon as he was elected, this
chameleon of politics repudiated his Socialist principles —
and friends — and viciously kicked away the ladder
whereby he had clambered into parliament.

This brutal betrayal of principals and friends alike
had a devastating effect on Yewen. He told me that the
Hughes experience had altered his whole outlook on life. He
(Yewen) was now convinced that, owing to the perfidy and
unreliability of Labour representatives, no permanent prog-
ress on those lines could be made. The movement, he said,
would evolve in the course of time and irrevocable events,
and was fnat worth anyone’s personal sacrifice, nor would
such sacrifice be of any advantage to the cause.

33
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the results of Billy Hughes’ re ;
Sofone ?lf time to Australian Labour of Regadlsm Wag
the loss for 8 3 -G Yewey
man who had proved his worth by many searing teat,g’a
always appeared amazing to me that a man of Yew'llt
intensity could thus abandon the cause he had go un:n];
ishly devoted his life to. i
But he did, and until he died, some years ago, ne
took the slightest activity, and very little interest ’in :;:
Labour movement. However, whenever he hﬁppéned fo
meet Hughes in the streets of Sydney, Yewen would gtq
him and say in a loud tone to Hughes for public heari.np.
sHughes’ you rat!” e
After a hard struggle Yewen secured a job as sub-
editor of the “Stock and Station” journal, and although at
that time he did not know a sheep from a lamb, within a few
years he was recognised as one of the greatest wool author-
ities with regard to compilation and finance, in Australia.
He was appointed editor of “Dalgety’s Review” and wrote
the weekly wool column article in the “Sydney Morning
Herald" for years, as well as the Smithfield market reports.
Yewen, shortly after abandoning the Labour move-
ment, married, and purchased a large block of land righton
the headland at Newport, where he built a delightful stone
house. Whenever Mrs. Lane and I visited Sydney we always
spent our week—ends at Yewens and enjoyed their war
hospitality; but Socialism was not one of our topics.

ey
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Chapter 2

Revolutionary Period

the trial, conviction and execution and life imprison-

ment of the so—called “Chicago Anarchists,” at the
latter end of 1886, deeply stirred me and profoundly accel-
erated my rapidly growing revolutionaryism.

There have been many famous, or rather infamous
trials of working class leaders, whereat in desperate
endeavours the capitalist class by “frame ups” and other
devious methods have crucified those who have dared to
challenge the power of the workers’ exploiters. With the
possible exception of the trial of Dimitrov and his comrades
in Berlin on a charge of burning the Reichstag, the trial of
the eight Chicago “gnarchists” is the most dramatic in all
Labour history. Arising from the nation—wide strike for an
eight-hour day in which the workers were apparently going
to win, a bomb was thrown at an open air meeting at
Chicago. Several police were killed and the most “dangerous
of the workers” were charged with murder. Like the Tom
Mooney “frame up” there was no bona—fide evidence to show
that any of the eight men charged had any knowledge or
connection whatever with the outrage. But their doom was
sealed before the trial began. Five were condemned to be
hanged, three to life imprisonment. After their conviction
these martyrs in speeches from the dock, with the shadow
of death over them, placed the whole capitalist system in
the dock, and with burning words gloried in their agita-
tional work and defied their blood-thirsty persecutors.

These speeches have an immortal place in mrki
class history. After a lapse of over 40 . : o 34
an echo from the gra v 40,y SR ARSI £

grave — still rings true, irrefutable in

One of the most epochal events in all Labour history,
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their scathing exposure c?f capitalist society, One of
said: “There will come a time when our silence wil] i mam_
powerful than the voices you strangle today.” Standin

the scaffold, Parsons said: “Let me speak, Oh men of Amml
ica, will you let me speak Sheriff! Let the voice of the p er.

be heard. Oh — ” but the hangman immediately sil::g:;
him. In his speech from the dock Parsons, for eight ot

and a half, analysed the capitalist system and gave g by
lant exposition of Socialism which will stand for all timg
The three who escaped the hangman were pardoned in 1893
by Governor Altgeld, who, in the face of the bitterest nppu
sition, of the capitalists and their press, bravely declared
that the Chicago “anarchists” had been the victims of 5
judicial outrage.

The passage of years, the ever—changing kaleidoscope
of world affairs, inevitably brings forgetfulness of the dead
past. But there are some events, some deeds that must, and
will, be remembered for all time. That of the Chicago mar-
tyrs of 1886, their heroic stand in a world then indifferent
and bitterly hostile to all revolutionary changes, has earned
for them a proud niche in the Pantheon of Humanity. :

A vivid, gripping record of this epoch in the develof
ment of the working—class fight against capitalist dom
tion is contained in Frank Harrig's novel of revolé
passion, “The Bomb.” It is the most powerful product of
prolific and trenchant pen. He truly says, in the prefac
that the cause for which the Chicago martyrs died, tho
hopeless today, must sooner or later be victorious, if bt
ity is to grow in pity and love. ;

I have dwelt on this event in working class hit
because it became for years the rallying centré or
revolutionary Socialist movement — & shriné where
found inspiration and hope for a better realisation ©
immorality of capitalism and the inevitability °f,s°

With the Paris Communists of 1871, the Cl.ll
tyrs were a beam of light to many weary souls in
off days.
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starting point I became & convinced revolu-
i naf;,m;:‘;hi;ve fouﬁd no reason since to change my
lﬂt‘tude To the contrary, my experience of men :m'd life
iy 1l-uzsx it impossible to visualise any honest, intelligent,
Ezividual repudiating revolution. It was in a speech of one
of the Chicago Martyrs, Fielden, that I first .read that great
poem «Revolution,” by Freiligrath, It embodlled all my rest-
less aspirations, my gearchings for expression and sol?,ce.
This inspiring poem covers the whole garnut‘of revolution-
ary thought, action, and ultimate. To me nothing as fine has
been written on this pre—eminent phase of working—class

ess. :
ik li has never yet failed to bring me hope, exaltat:mn

and certainly of ultimate victory. As one of the earliest

factors guiding my life, then, and all through the years ] '
down to the present day, no memoir of my life would be

complete without it. Here it isi—

|
REVOLUTION ’
By Ferdinand Freiligrath.

And though ye caught your noble prey within your
hangman’s sordid thrall,

And though your captive was led forth beneath
your city’s rampart wall; g

And though the grass lies o’er her green, where at
the morning’s early red,

The peasant girl brings funeral wreaths — 1 tell ye
still — she is not dead!

And though from off the lofty brow ye cut the
ringlets flowing long,

And though ye've chained her 'mid the thieves’ and
murderers’ hideous throng,

And though ye gave her felon fare — bade felon garb
her livery be,

And though ye set the oakum task — I tell ye all —
she still is free!
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And though compelled to banishment, ye hy
down through distant lands, nt her

And though she seeks a foreign hearth, and si
'mid its ashes stands; silent

And though she bathes her wounded feet where
foreign streams seek foreign seas,

Yet — yet — she never more will hang her h
Babel’s willow tree! arp on

Ah no! She strikes it stronger yet, and bids its loud
defiance swell,

And, as she mocked your scaffold erst, she mocks
your banishment as well,

She sings a song that starts ye up astounded from
your slumbrous seat,

Until your hearts, your craven hearts, your traitor
hearts, with terror beat!

No song of plaint, no song of sighs for those who
perished unsubdued,

Nor yet a song of irony at wrong’s fantastic
interlude —

Your “Beggar’_s Opera” that ye try to drag out
through its lingering scenes,

Moth eaten though the purple be that decks your
tinsel kings and queens.

Ah, no! The song those waters hear is not of sorrow ff‘
or dismay —

‘Tis triumph’s song — courageous song — the paeans.
of the Future’s day —

The Fu,t“"? — distant now no more — her prophet -
voice is sounding free,

As well as once your Godhead spake:— “I was, I am,
and I shall be!”

“Yea, Jlreths};lall be, and once again before my people
shall go,
Shall plant my foot upon your necks, and lay your
i lthrones and kingdoms low! :
all free the slave, and right the wrong, with
sword unsheathed and flag unfurled,
38
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th outstretched arm of might cry
A %:::dgo‘:l"s birth to all the world!

«ye see me only in your cells; ye see men only in

the grave;

Ye see me only wan
sullen wave — ;

Ye fools! Do I not live where ye have tried full oft
to pierce in vain? :

Restsongt a nook for me to dwell in every heart and
every brain?

“In every brow that boldly thinks, erect with
manhood’s honest pride — )
Does not each bosom shelter me that beats with
honour’s generous tide?
Not every workshop, brooding woe? Not every

hut that harbours grief?
Ha! Am I not the Breath of Life that pants and

struggles for relief?

“Day dawns Apace; yet once again before my

people I shall go,

Shall plant my foot upon your necks, and lay your
crowns and kingships low! ¢

It is no boast — it is no threat — thus history’s iron
law decrees —

The day grows hot, O Babylon! "Tis cool beneath
thy willow trees!”

dering lone beside the exile’s

About this time I met Henry Lawson, who was then
having a hard struggle to eke out an existence. A member of
the Social Democratic Federation in London, G. Chandler,
where he had known Yewen, was a painter, and through
him, Lawson, Yewen and W.A. Holman, also struggling for
an existence, secured a few painting jobs round Sydney. It
was mostly sub—contract work at the munificent wage of
sixpence per hour.

Lawson had inepiringly written “Faces in the Street,”
a revolutionary poem that thrilled every rebel and marked
this poet of the common people of Australia as a vital force
in the fierce battle of life which was to rage fiercer than
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ever. His mother, Mrs. Louisa Lawson, was g
strong personality, and, as an uncompromisin s
women's rights, was a dour pioneer of the fe
ment in Australia, then in its infancy.
While her son was of a dream
Lawson was particularly fitted to lgf’*dgeang:rgar:::' 1}5“'
fight against an indifferent or hostile public who r i
women fas chattels and rigﬁltly subject to man, "R
After experiencing the hellish searc
which is one of the inevitable prices the w;{g:}‘:‘ﬂ:{?ent
for the luxury of living in a capitalist society, I obtai ;
job at a store at the Glebe. The wages were’ low an:;egh!
hours long. Three months later I went to Newcastle in the
course of my desire to adventure to other parts. I worked ;
way on a sailing ship to San Francisco, and exhilzn‘al:;:y
joys of a sailor’s life were rapidly dissipated. The romam:i
of the sea exists only in the pages of books, and the beauty
of the white sails that has inspired countless writers, isfar
removed from the hardship and monotony of the sailur"’s life,

8 advocate o
mlnist mo"e.

Leaving 'Frisco, I worked on a wheat ranch in the
Sacramento Valley, on a fruit ranch in the foothills of the
Coast range, and then took a long hop to Texas, where, after
:;;#sual heartbreaking search I got a job on a cattle ranch.
drﬂ:vi.theTe I receilved the tragic news of the death ,.,
The shl(r:cgkm the Brisbane River of my elder brother, Jim.
oSt upslet all my pre-arranged plans to go to Eurape
e et A decided to return ¥
e ae. taying at El Paso at a boarding house overt
early weyt‘;]ung fellow as room-mate. Retiring to our
to bed Icthatted for a couple of hours until it was time
dO“ars.) S ; ught, "‘:Vell, I had better keep my monéy
e er the pillow or my room-mate might rob m
such evi){ frcanad “,‘yself a contemptible cad for suspect
Pomer sy (})1“1 an innocent man, and asked myse!ii :
penance I d e to be thinking the same of me: So

eliberately left the money in my trouse o8

and
40 dropped them on the floor between the tWo b
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p. 1 awoke at daybreak to find that my friend

one. .
and my money were gOT dent as indicative of my attitude

lows. It involves & phase of life that we _all
e fellno our social relationships and c_m.\t,act .Wlth
people, oné must follow one or other of two 9_0110;:_’- E‘“}:z:
accept the bona-fides of the other fellow, giving him r.'n'f
the credit of being as decent and .honest. as yourself, or
regard every man ag a rogue until you find them to be
innocent. Well, I have always followed the former course. I
have through life accepted people on their face value and
shall continue to do so. True, as in the related instance, I
have often been deceived and digillusioned, but far better to
meet this result than to guspiciously regard every unknown
as a scoundrel and a potential criminal.
So here 1 was stranded penniless and 1200 miles from
my destination, « 'Frisco,” or rather California, where I
intended to work for a month prior to leaving for Sydney. In
a desperate position I determined to “beat my way” on the
trains and carry out my plan to be back in Australia within
two months. So I set out on this new and wild adventure. 1
have many times thanked whatever gods there be for that
robbery which compelled me to have a most interesting
experience which I should never otherwise have had. Across
the Arizona desert, to Santa Barbara and Los Angeles in
Southern California on the top of wagons, on the brake
beam under trucks, even on an engine over one section, it
was an adventure well worth encountering. I developed
during that journey a resourcefulness and pertinacity that
amazed me and brought me to triumphant journey’s end in
quick time. Utterly fatigued for want of sleep, I was fortu-
nate enough to at once strike a job driving' Rt ahaiini
travelling hay press. Stayed a month, went to 'Fri n ;
secured @ job on the Zealundia, one of the mai i
ning between 'Fris & Hione e mail boats run-
co and Sydney. On arrival at Auckland,

A t
¢ :fhug. 1, 1890, we found the great maritime strike in full
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Two or three years previously the Sydney Waterside W, k
ers and Seamen’s Unions had, by direct action, °°mPEI{ |
the owners of the Sydney — 'Frisco mail steamered
(Sprecles, an American company), to discharge their ch:'
nese crews and employ members of the Califomia,;
Seamen's Union. On the way over to Sydney from Aucklang
the seamen on the Zealundia decided that on arriva] i::
Sydney they could not scab on the Australian unionists b
unloading the cargo. The boat berthed at Wooloomooloo .mﬁ
the men refused to “turn to” and work the cargo. The cap-
tain immediately sent for the military to take action and as
I walked off the wharf, as I was not signed on, three of the
“ringleaders” of the seamen were marched off to Victoria
Barracks or Darlinghurst gaol under a military escort with
fixed bayonets. Thus was I welcomed back to Australia!

As I was proceeding to the Socialist League rooms in
George Street, the first lot of “scab” wool was on its way
from Darling Harbour railway station to Circular Quay via

Gf.orge Street. It was an historic event and Sydney seethed
with excitement and dread. The lorries loaded with bales of
wool were heavily guarded by mounted police, with special
gnstab]es riding on the lorries and on the tops of the bales.
th?sngl t:ousands of angry workers demonstrated against
e i:9. &tllrllt show of ‘force and the feeling ran high. The first
on:}:)frtlh e procession was challengingly driven by Lamb,
o Cgrmolst bitter squatters fighting the unions. On the
e i Cuda;I Quay stones were thrown and at the corner
rushedgh i::l' arket lSt-'.reets the police arrested a man 80
P thelntcl‘)a waiting cab. In a minute the crowd h#
e }‘:‘ to splinters and the police were fleeing
iy ostility of the crowd was accentuated snd
iy Tl?“;lg'ly threatening when the wool arri
St ga;: e Riot Act was read by a magistrate 8
gway of a wool store, but had no effect in die

ing th
. e people. The mounted troopers then furl
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w and order triumphed and
e workers.

another defeat & 'tti'}:ne and shearers’ strikes
i stern realisation to the defefited
and callousness off ;Jlrglatg::t

: nrestricted support of & e e
Gl twh:t:rtnilii: machinery of the law was eagerly
disposal of the squatters and shipping compa-
nies to crush the unions and teach the workers'a 1(-_:85011.

Scabbery was exalted by the blatant ?apltahst press
as the sacred duty of every freedom loving Australian
worker. To Queensland, where the fight raged_most fiercely,
shiploads of uscabs” were brought from Victoria anlt‘i "I‘asr’na-
nia. Military and police were ased to protect the rlght. of
employers to do as they desired with their ill-gotten gains.
Union officials were arrested, oft-times chained like con-
victs and viciously sentenced to long terms of imprison-
ment.

Such was the treatment gleefully meted out to the
workers of Australia throughout the nineties, when, with a
newly—awakened determination to obtain a place in the sun,
anionists united their forces and vainly attempted to break
through the ring of steel that surrounded them. The stark
reality of the unceasing and inevitable conflict between
capitalism and labour was, in the strikes of the nineties,
Erorfht into the full knowledge of all who dared to face the

ruth.

Today, that inescapable battle of the two divergent
fl':lil;isr_of gapxt_.ahst s?clet.y st,i]_.l rages as bitterly as in the
ent L;;:l::-lehﬁ} Neither Arbitration Courts nor subservi-

politicians can alter that fact one iota, or turn

from its course the rapi i
r pidly approaching climax of
tionary change in the whole economic system. s

governments,
placed at the

Living in that period of
i storm and stress, of capitali
:ﬂ::ﬂnnnlf :corn of the workers, 1 beca;ne ::li::lh“'tbilm.
g hatred and detestation of the evil system th‘rt haa
: 8
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remained unabated through all the lon
knowledge, this undying hatred, that mfkg:‘:;&-lt is thig
and impatient with those Labour leaders who fe Intolergp,
ignoring the history and wrongs of the W,o Ol:gettingm.
betrayed their trust. These supporters and ar ]el‘s-r haye
the capitalist system might, with advantage dp? 0g1sts for
history of the Labour movement. Then they’mfe ;:e Into the
this is extremely doubtful) gather a gleam 1% t_(thuugh
inspiration to shame them into some action in ::)h lfght angd
of the workers. € Interestg
The aftermath of the strikes :
ment and all-round gloom. I was fj:;tizdt:,n unemplggs
permanent work in Brisbane and in May, 1891 secure any
Sydney. Prior to that, on Saturday aft ’ , Teturned to
and Henry Laws h y afternoon, A.G. Yewe
merang,” then o?vl-rl;eg gywé:gs?gth;f;ployed . “BO:
il i y Lukin, fath
kl;l;mt;:ng:eusoefg :; hike” into the hills round gri‘;fi;:r:?gli
ese 1
“Cambaroora Star,” whic}f}?;};sadt}'lat La..wson read the
day we walked to M just written. One Satur-
o Mount Cootha. Yewen and I desired to

wait
objectiréda:?: thie simset, but Lawadr strongly
hill and a iﬂwould mean missing the bus at the foot of the
Lawson were ;:g walk back to Brisbane. As Yewen and
to get any teaO;rdmg at Spring Hill they would be too late
Lawson, with QVOWEVET Yewen and I were obdurate, and
out his tea. B very bad grace, had to submit and do with-
On iprﬁt'rlt was a glorious sunset. '
Trades Hall Turtgl’tlsgl’ the foundation stone of the Old
Sir Charles Lil] 5 Stl.'eet' was laid by the Chief Justice,
Turner Opera gg' Annis Montague, from the Montagué =
international r mpany, sang the “Marseillaise” the thef &
T :v:lutmnary song of the world's wor ers.
workers rallied ot subdued, in the strikes the Brisba
h ed to this function, with hopei‘ul hearts

the future
class. would see the ultimate victory of the wor
i

Despite
L the fact that unionism and all appertain’

e Labour moy Gove
em
% ent was anathema to the =

function- It wou
: g donnas, ; X
Prﬁm:s Detheridges Ludin, Beeby ht'ﬂfhng. outi 8 s
qulle;hip to the workers and parhclpatmg in dy i A
fiundation stone of even &n emasculated Trade Uni

Bmldl’i‘l‘rgx;e Trade Union leaders often met at mY prother
ere that1 first met Dave Bowman,

ar it was th
Will's house and it was s ity 1 never forgot.

inni ile and enial pers
whose VIR 5 g f the Printing Industry

w.Pp. Colborne, secretary ©
ers also came under

Union, Queensland Branch, with oth ! in
the magnetic influence of will and with enlarged _v1s'mn,
d better unionism.

helped to lay the foundation of 8 newer an I
Colborne was one of the first Labour candidates for Parl3a-
ment (the Valley clectorate), but under 2 property franchise
was badly defeated. ;

With the shearers’ and maritime strikes Taging and

almost a civil war prevailing, Will was threatened with all
the dire penalties of an outraged capitalist society. The
Brisbane “Daily Telegraph” howled for his arrest as the
head and front of the whole strike activities. So when he left
home in the morning to g0 to the “Worker” office, we never
knew whether he would be a free man to return at night.
During this period 1 taught Will chess and he was seized
with the fever and became & chess fiend. I, with my brothers
John and Frank, were inveterate chess devotees. Acting as
a necessary relaxation from the serious responsibilities he
bore, Will found chess playing with me during the midnight
and early morning hours entertaining and soothing.

At: the Ballarat Interstate Trade Union Congress, the
Australian Labour Federation Scheme as drafted by' my
brother, was the outstanding feature of the conference. It
:::é{_zdoptett but, unfortunately fc_n' the welfare of the Aus-
5 ian workers, was never put into operation. If it had

een, the whole of the unions throughout the Common-
wealth would have been consolidated and had a basis and
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revolutionary outlook altogether absent i
today- 10 mMost unjgp,
The delegates from Queensland and Ne
formed the left wing of the congress, in c“’ South Wale
Victorian, South Australian and Taﬁ’mani :ntrast to the
tives. It was the custom in those cays to thStn wl:\-eprasent._
At the Ballarat social function it was arranged ul\‘e Queen”,
McDonald, who was known in QuEenslaEd at Charlie
Eater,” should jump up and propose “Not the Qas the “Pire
People!” When the tense moment arrived I‘;een. but the
Labour member of the old conservative sc}m:nl Wi
“the Queen.” McDonald, with one foot en his c};;l“s?v to toast
on the table, lifted up his glass, trembling with :;t?le other
aqd shouted, “Comrades, not the People, but th cltemmt-’-
His comrades looked at him aghast and‘called :iﬁ'fe“!
names. It was half a minute before McDonald realise;:;:
Error he had made. He quickly rectified it and the toasts of
The People" was drun}: enthusiastically. It was an him,‘;,
congress in which the ill-starred toast had its worthy part.

5

A

Chapter 3

Sydney Activities.

n returning to Sydney, 1 met E.J.
Othen secretary of the Australian Socialist League

which was the centré of the revolutionary movement
in Australia. We were both young (21 years of age), OVer
flowing with enthusiasm and ideals of human emancipation
and brotherhood, and a deep friendship was formed, which
still remains. Brady, with 2 charming and magnetic person-
ality, attracted me and I cherished an almost idolatriness
for him which left a lasting jmpression.

With the real poetic fire, Brady wrote at that time
some of the finest revolutionary poems ever written in Aus-
tralia — not excepting Lawson. At varying times they
appeared in the Sydney “Bulletin”, “Sunday Times” and
«Truth”, but have never been published in book form.

Brady's family and social circle, all bourgeois, had
repudiated and ostracised him because he was & Socialist.
Refusing to be sworn in as a special constable during the
strike, he was immediately ugacked” from Dalgety’s. Such

was the common fate in those days of any who dared to
champion the cause of the workers.
" 1Bmdy and 1 roomed together in 2 back street in
ooloomooloo where we quoted poetry to each other and
dreamt wonderful dreams of the future triumph of the work-
ers OVTG t-hte'i;h age-long oppressors.
as! The dreams of m outh —
echo answers “Where?” but ss;.i!{l some arlz'i: :‘}-:ht::l{:fa::xd
are taking shape and the dreams of yesterday are hecomin'
the realities of today. Boyle O'Reilly said trul ‘-‘Thg
3renmer lives forever, but the toiler dies in a day." :kml ﬂ;:
reamer ever striving to make his dreams come -l:lsll-nﬁtor
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R : d a dog
ceases to toil inspired with the belief that pial crowd of tW0 men an¢ .

ing emerges the substantial. out of the dream, anarchY- to t.'he r:::fmw people of the pﬂn‘:\lp}:’:a s

‘ {-‘&s g voult of LH i.nduStriB'l turmoil a revoluti ‘ Much e 1ind:ews obviously spok right oVer e

SItulatwn undoubtedly existed in Eastern Australiutmna’? anarchys ; ho never \J.!lldta\".?>t.(!c"31 him. B Lo

period. Some of us, of cOU¥s, anticipated its earl o 16 thix o the crowd Who man of exceptional ability. He P

e Y trinmgly Andrews W8S 2 Ty o memple © cath”, and wes 2 ]

as not yet. Sydney then, as

centre of this revolutionary urge, althouglt ';ﬁ:-awtga‘ the :

and results in Queensland due to the enthusi ctivitieg fair linguist:

Senius of my brother Will, placed that State in s .
refront

of Solciglist thought. But th:;;e was already being bornin th woc%Whﬂe ‘r;]; i?eas i S B with one oF ;

revolutionary movement of Sydney that creepi 1e rebellious actt / led the streets 1

: v _ ping paralysi 7 ivits on occasions, prow ; 2

of moderation that in all countries alike, betra.yY::; twc:i uthe;::;d;% zg;nin on 06 a1y hours ot he gy 1 '
1 and par 3

destroyed or hindered all bona fide worki

s r ing—class
Wltl}out going back 40 or 50 years, recent eve‘:t-.:g;ea“‘
blazingly revealed how the moderatists could be more trut}:-

i ttoes and slogans:
b Th Austrian, Joe Shellengbers, k|
one of the men who assiste %
nst the capitalist gystem.

posting uP anar 1
Another anarchist, an

was afine character and was

fully termed defeatist, and have consciously or :

SClousg; pla;' e:ttl;e prnneuhLakipEes enemies. e Ssilw“m?oe?eﬁagfar::12:2'1:5 :lt Smithfield, then a farming

P g?n ]agvict::: ‘;"?;ttlifl o Socialist League arose, di:t,r;f:. wﬁich was the rendezvous of many good rebels. On _‘

pions were F.D Eyitz 81(3:110(1”-a o Bt Fh‘efchm' one vie;it there, & local vineyard was e‘xvlofed and E i

phiartly afterw;nés - gelraa.t , a kid glove socialist, who Brady was overcome DY the wine and lay down on a 1

liament, and S.A. Ro e e-d as a Labour member to P stretcher by the window to sleep- However, he took part 1n i

reVOluti,(mar' A sa, previously one of the °“'_"t'a“&‘“3 a barricade revolution in his dreams, 8s Was natural, when :
ies. Rosa, years later, became editor of Sydney with a shout of «Rire!” he flung his arms up and smashed the

window. Andrews, with primitive faith, gathered sprays of
gum trees to cOver Brady’s body. Andrews died in a hospital
in Melbourne some years later, lovingly remembered by all
those who had the pleasure of his comradeship.
Disillusionment and disappointment are the inescap-
& able lot of all who set out with brave ideals, and, of course,
A = Brady and 1 encountered them. A resultant reaction
n outstanding figure in th 3 Py affected him and he ceased to take any part in the Labour
olutio! ) FEpHEES b
mn_vement at this time, F.A Aemﬁ-‘;:vt: al]ltllilllo::;hic nar- movement. This was a bitter thing to me, who had idolised
gnst,, poet and r ebe].' was. a regu]a,rptalker in Sydn him, and we drifted apart, although I remained in Sydney
omain on Sundays - . 3 et for two years.
sometimes shirt]ezs.b?:];theddm o overclo M,‘,m czn v Thirty years later I received a letter from Brady
glould proceed to the Dom:;i:nTyf.atterled cpotlee:; g s saying that he had been thinking of the days of our youth
ack . Tying a long P0 wh both had th i e
i : E :‘:fratta.che d. el ot LSS P anid e en we both had the same ideals, and urging me to reply
48 ee hours' exposition of the tenets of F

"Trutl;;', o d later of the “Labour Daily".
_ Brady and the left wing of the socialist League
Z?rl;igr;id’ . alth"“g?‘ as the years went by the League
revertedzn'gmd Soc.lali“ propaganda work, it never
o its revolutionary policy of the hectic strike days:
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and tell him how life had fared with : .
the faith of my youth: me and if I still retaingg
Over a gulf of years, this voice
old comrade stirred me, and I wro?:l: ;};i:“t f'romm
resume of 8 vanished thirty years. Brady’s ssarily brigf
here guote (inter alia): reply to me |
“Your letter was 8 mental toni
enjoyed for years. It is delightful to k:é‘:l;?:l as I have not
the maFured voice of youth, grown into growl'::,gam' to hear
but ldzlahgh‘tful __refreshingly — consistent midcﬁ’ obdurate,
cynicism 18 but the ripeness of the fruit of life’s e age._Your
Your 'fallth in your faith redeems the whole m CXRETE.
are biblical — patriarchal — a prophitintas OIv:ment. You
alive! lYou' should thank your gods they,hav:a le:‘ltncy' e
?:::!Tel: _g.-lnl:ihe garden of your griefs — consiste:;'e 1::;
! With art:n c0r(r11_rade, you are still in the ranks! ’I‘hi‘nk of
of‘ countless :rur inted by many blows, bearing the marks
o e phi(]):;)di’ Y;Jlu alre crying your war cry still, while
particular.” phy has led men like myself to nowhere in
days oAff:J;i: ric‘ftl]lmg«many of the experiences of the hectic
and hopes \{rer h-'_ ? £ the days when the world was wide
today to be re“ﬁ dl-gh — Brady wrote: ‘1 am a glad man
past. And we e landy of those things long buried f ¢
i Romve ived to see Ireland a nation once again!
sazablod from t}i“{"ffss Hohenzollerns and the Hapshurgs
T N ey eir thrones! To hear Eugene Debbs still
This voice :‘f n still go back to Nature and find peace”
el e | e 0“}: the past! — This loving greetingﬁl!!_ﬂ
ahastaint the Pa 'Uw at a rush of memories it invoked! Wha¥
riences and di 15 A'nd despite many heart,-breaking xpe-
was not in v;appmn"-ments, it was good to feel that 1
suffering hum::ft_ that the dawil 01s4 brighter a8
worth while and t:n!:a "{as appreciably nearer. es, !}
— nothing — could always had compensations that no
atood ElMi g .1'013 one of! Nature with all her
& usic with its surging uplift, art in all it8 i

Till they complain no more.

This refuge from the toil &

or petty trials that are the comu'lon lot,
With Byron 1 felt that Nature's appea’ =
irresistible, and is indeed the great.est gift giv

“There is & pleasure in the pathless WO
in the lonely shore,
There's society where none intrude by the deep
sea and music in ite TOAT; §

1 love not man the less but Nature more,

In these our interviews from which 1 steal from

all 1 may be of have been before,
To mingle with the universe and
What 1 can ne'er express but can

And today, in the eventide of life, I can in the quietude

and beauty of our gully embowered in trees, uthe world
forgetting — by the world forgot” — find that peace which
is Nature’s greatest boon. This digression on the part that
Nature has played in my life, its beneficent influence, arose
from the resurrection of the past through Brady’s latter.nlt
could perhaps more approprint.ely have been expounded
earlier in these memoirs as from the beginning, when I
emerged from childhood, nature, an intense hearb—cntéﬂing
love of its beauties has been an integral, pusinns.t.é .pnfﬁ;nf

my life. And it has all been to the good.

en to man.

ods, there

eel,
not all conceal.”

m—
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Brady came to Queensland shortly afterwards and we
renewed a comradeship that had been born in the most
critical and exciting period of our lives. He has since re-
entered the ranks of Labour's army and contributed many
articles, under a nom-de—plume to the “Labour Call,” Mel-
bourne. Brady is the only instance I can recall of anyone,

after an nbsen_ce of 35 years, returning to the passion of his
youth and taking up the fight again.

L

yelled with delight. They were getting some of their own

back. Eggs were also a popular missile showered at the

speakers. One of these hit the eye of a reporter from the

“Sydney Morning Herald” who had made himself particu-

larly obnoxious to the workers during the campaign by his

reports. The reporter doubled up and fled from the platform

amid derisive cheers. Dan, with courage worthier of a better

occasion, shouted to the audience that he would make them

hear him if he stopped there all night. “No you won't, Dan,”

the crowd retorted. And he did not. They sang with great

gusto, “We'll hang Dan O’Connor to a lamp post in the

street,” and finally Dan gave up the hopeless fight and left

under a strong police escort. {
West Sydney had four members at that time. On nom-

ination day, the platform erected in front of the Sydney

Town Hall collapsed. No one was seriously hurt and the

function was then held on the stone balustrade overlooking

Druitt Street. It was an unforgettable and moving sight.

About 15,000 workers packed the street, men and women

3 who had suffered exploitation and degradation at the hands

e}ll'e Scenes of the wild- of the four anti-Labour candidates and the class they rep-

3 BpeﬂkEI s to T ESEHtEd W tlle sear TY 0{ th recen t k
abl:’l’i 1 get a . ith aring memo e t strikes
to Bubdue A . tEd Whic}l t.he police

*:‘h\;i\gi;ecsolle?ion of this period in Sydney (1891) is that of
e Walles Parliamentary elections, Following
& Umions in the big maritime and shearers

were he]ple“

; burnt into their hearts, these workers determined to silence

was t Meet ) I
to eng:::i;f}he Workerg' jp ig:;fi::f d at West Sydney | for one day at least the voice of their enemy. And they
eir detestatign of the g, and determination carried out their determination most thoroughly. Directly

the nominators of the Tory candidate attempted to speak,
the crowd sang, jeered and rendered futile any speechifying.
When the Labour nominators spoke complete silence pre-
vailed, broken only by wild cheers and shouts of welcome.
Many fine things were spoken on that memorable occasion
and at long last it seemed that the workers were to come
into their own in the near future. How these hopes have
been shattered, largely through the betrayal of workers
representatives, history, alas, has recorded.
George Black, one of the Labour candidates, espe-
cially, gave a thrilling speech. Inspired by the faith and !
enthusiasm of that wonderful crowd of the dispossessed and |
down-trodden, Black foretold the early triumph of the
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workers. He told them that he, too, had been in the gutter,
had gone through the bitter mill that was the lot of every
worker. That he was one of the working class and would
never leave or forget them. I saw men as well as women
weeping in that crowd while Black was speaking, and look-
ing back one wonders what evil power or influence seduces

the workers representatives from their follows, throwing
the workers to the wolves.

Weit Sydney triumphantly elected the four Labour
representatives, 18 Labourites being elected for Syd
ydney,
a\tnggther. Although George Black for many years
remained true to the class to which he belonged, eventually

he, too, succumbed to the
he, t00, call of L ] i
joined the ranks of deserters. e

L =
To th i it i
“m; 5::&?2:2“- of_tud.ay it is impossible to visualise the
xisting in Australia in the early nineties of

the last centur
Lk y. There
situation existing, s eeiutiona

its
rebel army quite s extent none could gauge. We of the

anel ; i
AuagiT UNaEE el y thought it was wider spread and
drastic change in

A
| s a result we thought we could sense a
this belief many i

the

mposv:i}l‘:ﬂe:{“em of society. Fired with
thrt”w were seriously discuﬁa:glea ""’;hﬂstening.the il

P g an :
o :r]t:;n;edtof atdleast some material r:::ﬁ? bright hopes
night are s‘ti?? d:,gg“" :h?“ enroled in t}?;aﬂa“t o f‘? i

erate . b

dreams we had 45 years ag:. fighting to materia{’i:e g::
inﬂueln:: vef made very little reference :

periotl That Ho brother Will throughout thj
Labou.r at this ii‘n\;: o R ‘ml;-e‘;'.entf‘ﬂ
at no one will deny, and ‘ustralian
Eﬂﬁ&‘f{ cieh of tHEAWHANE S IR thth:nslhlef actions
g movemetllt? were directly interlocked “E-" sial and
hint i t;f. But Will's work has been fully cov:n 5 o
graphy of Lloyd Ross’s, rendering any emph bR
me superfluous. My
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As a brother of Will Lane, I was always welcomed with
open arms by the active spirits in the New South Wales
Labour movement, and the reflected glory of Will sur-
rounded me like a halo. Naturally I was very proud of this
relationship, but I was myself only a “Jimmy Higgins” of the
Socialist movement, a hewer of wood and drawer of water.
Strike protests, unemployed demonstrations, I was in the
thick of them all — one of the rank and file — but steeped
with & burning and inextinguishable urge to press ever
forward towards the goal of human freedom.

It was most significant and fitting that my first excur-
sion into the (then to me) charmed circle of press publicity
was inspired by Shelley. I had ugiscovered” Shelley and
drank deeply at the fount of his revolutionary outpourings.
This supreme poet of revolt was an inspiration to me as to
thousands of others. Throughout my life and to the present
time Shelley has been with me not only as a great revolu-
tionary poet, but as a dearest friend and comrade.

My brother Will, also a great lover of Shelley, and who
had rightly criticised Bobby Burns by saying, “To think that
he (Burns) who could have done so much, did so little,” said
to me, “Why should you prefer Shelley, because he sings 88
a gentlemen?” I retorted, “I don’t worship Shelley because
of that, and it is all the more honour to him that as a
gentleman he steps down from his high estate to champion
and voice the wrongs of the poor and friendless. Anyway,
why should anyone give preference to Burns because he was
a ploughman, and because of his class and personal kno?vl—
edge could and should have devoted far more of his genius
to voice the people’s cause instead of an outpouring of drink-
ing songs that mean nothing in comparison with other
phases of life.” y

The centenary of the birth of Shelley was marked in
Sydney by a meeting at the School of Arts, presided over by
Edmund Barton, K.C., Attorney—General of the N.S.W. Tory
Government. Associated with him at this audacious “cele-
bration” were other “ntellectuals,” members of bourgeois
society. At this period strikes were frequent, with a major
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one at Broken Hill. As Attorney—General, Barton ruthlessly
ased all the brutal forces of the capitalist state to bludgeon
and terrorise the revolting workers into submission,
Arrests, imprisonment and starvation were mercilessly
applied and the cry of the oppressed ones were stifled in the
orthodox anti-Labour manner. And these people who bat-
tened and fattened on the sorrows of the common people had
the brazen el‘ﬁ:ontery to meet and hypocritically extol the
poet of humanity who had devoted his life and genius to the
c;afuse of L_he masses. Scorned and hated by the Bartons and
c;s c:t.eue of the day, Shelley was hounded from his native

untry, pursued by the venom and slander of hi d th
workers' enemi WU

ies. The author of that great tril £
and revolt against the system of society tl: (:.gy + Pl‘;m}ft
a ound t

Esgzse:fl tﬁ:]:gn:handfa\mgdy suppressed aiglr freedome
(LEDS evolt of Island,” and “P :
Juheundaasslb 0 el S “Thermgtheu?

bnnrc y” and n’}ﬁny other similar revolutionar i o
.utchered to tickle the corroding appetit, h sovimlg
intellectuals! petites of bourgeois

The sordid hypoeris: i
y and inde o

?e memory and life of Shelley ro‘::::y‘:ii{'}_‘ls violation of

eat of resentment. I wrote a passionate lettm g v
P S‘ydney “Duftly Telegegoh:® Nusdies er of‘prntest to
pu.!)hshed. 1 thereupon took an article on &add it was not
ed:ﬂ:or of the “Workman,” a Trade Union e subject to the
H}:gga and Townsend, the former later t_nw;?:? pﬂnt.'Ed by
}P}: Queensland “Worker,” and Labour Parli:\e Ed‘to.r of

e editor, a young man, Fox, published it and ;ni“tarmn.

send along any further articles. I had earlier in l"; F:d = ta
Bt t‘he_By"qmc fountain, so I wrote an article o:.e}l\mh‘hed‘
stressing his radical poems commencing with the J-m:;soet,
ion;

.‘get freedolm yet — thy banner torn but flying —
Tt;:'eams like the thunderstorm against the wingd.
ough broken now thy voice — and dying, d

The louder still the tempest leaves behind.”
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[ was immensely elated and sent the articles to my
brother John, school-teaching at Umbiram, on the Darling
Downs. He evidently saw that I had some literary talent and
urged me to go and stay with him and write and send my
copy to the Sydney “Bulletin” until it was accepted and I got
recognition as a writer.

The “Bulletin” was at that time encouraging young
writers and was the means of discovering a number of same.
Not having any confidence in my literary ability, also disin-
clined to leave Sydney and its revolutionary activities to be
buried in the bush, I did not entertain the proposition.

Some time afterwards Will was in Sydney and I told
him of John's proposal. In a flash — though not to my
dismay — he said most emphatically, “You can’t write!” I
meekly and readily replied, “I know I can’t.” In the light of
my later years’ literary effusions this little episode is inter-
esting and humorous. Truly a prophet or an embryo writer
has no honour in his own family circle.
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Chapter 4

A Bitter Fight.

he bitter conflict between the unions and the
I organised employers, now fully awakened to the seri-

ous danger threatening their hitherto unchallenged
supremacy, continued to rage throughout Australia. Strike
followed strike in which the real meaning of the class war
became reyealed for all who had eyes to see in all its stark
reality. We of the rebel army, hoping against hope, with
many defeats and disappointments, dimly foresaw the ulti-
mate triumph of the workers and incessantly toiled in what
proved to be a hopeless task to instil into the minds and
hearts of the workers that revolutionary determination that
alone can dethrone King Midas.

Unemployed and strike demonstrations were often

held at the Queen's Statue between Macquarie Street and
Hyde Park, and attempts to march on Parliament House
were invariably repulsed by strong bodies of police. In these
melees many exciting incidents arose in which the revolu-
tionary banners of the demonstrators were the centre of
fierce fights for possession oF capture.

Sadly beginning to realise that there was no possibil-
ity of a widespread working-class revolt, fretting
impatiently and alas! impotently, at the brutal dominance
of the capitalist, their press and Parliament, our thoughts
turned to secret conspiratorial action. A small group was

formed with somewhat indefinite plans regarding the most
effectual means to adopt to shake the thrones of the mighty.
The group included an escapee from Italy, Sousa, who

in the New South

held a high position as draughtsman 1n
Wales Land Department. After he had fled from Italy as a

“dangerous” revolutionary, Sousa was elected one of the
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workers‘representatwes to the Italian Parliament. Anoth
enthusiastic member of the group, Was Mrs (i:l =
i:ﬂ;m:;{;eld,l a young widow who had achieved som.e f::r?'lz
et ical writer end Freethought lecturer. Ralph
ynham, a revolutionary anarchist, Larry Petr?e

organi‘:sver for the Australian Workers' Union and myself.
¢ generally met at Mrs. Summerfield’s gosrfre. at

Waverle
y and endeavoured to evolve some means to count
er

the growing ascend
ency of em 1
fond h k ployerdom. But,
Eﬁort:ﬂf:‘h:e had cherished. Like many Uthei]ads for the
world of radicalism, our scheming a:j?gratie
1deals

never fructified, and i
s ) n the
dissipated and vanished. course of a short time became

=
I had at this time se j ¥
halua iy cured a job in a groc
day until 11?38(‘].‘:1:1“ i e nigf:o{;:{ Zmre, St
general cunditiorls"f bt Tk?.m.). re e
fact, in most cases °th5h013w°rkers o E;()' nd 50,
no union, no protee{ e e or There vas
i a::ln for t‘r1e unfortunate E‘:L P
e exploitation of the em (;D assistants
slavish hours. Not . far‘lﬁ‘ls‘ly sy mposi e
bourne and a.ll th dieinigs ineﬁu.nposmon i
conditions 1:revailed.wwnE a1 et imila
Coogee, Bondi nreh'i e v-"ea“h' ath
Cooges, Bondh o N gy 1 greateg in the baths at
i g }::n‘ta.‘:mught: of in A““m'l.-‘.ff recreation, as
erful organisation i TR U;\l
Sydney. So W.G. 8 g nut.mn “oranch in
i ‘;repetrlrce, one of the fuun-:lerea[;‘3r ket
. si ent, decided to open a SD dthe oot
i e
et a's bookshop opposit e Prot-
s pointed L o5 o
ganiser, and Mrs. Summerﬁelgr:vir::r:ne eecretar;{
organiser. The

ni‘ht:e, a lﬂllg, rmrrow—hontage, was paltlt.loned into four
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perts, Larry and 1 gleeping on stretchers in the back divi-
sion.

The appo'mtment of Petrie as organiser for the A.W.U.
always seems to me one of the most humorous incidents in
the history of that organisation. The AW.U. of the nineties
was a very different union to that it has degenerated into
today, but it was not revolutionary, and shaped its policy on
orthodox pulitieal and industrial lines. 1 have known many
rebels — but Petrie was in the super—class. Boasting of
French ancestry on his father's side, Larry had 2 supreme
contempt for the stolid British worker, who — according o
him — was born, lived, and died & slave, while the French
__the Parisian workers — shocked startled world with the
Paris Commune, and blazed the trail of human freedom. S0
Petrie, in the Domain, on street corners, and all the time,
passionately called on the Sydney workers to take up arms,
revolt and man the parricades. He had only one arm, having
lost the other through fighting 2 big “gcab” in one of the
shearing sheds. On the slightest — °F no — provocatiun,
Petrie with flashing eyes and bristling black moustache,
would sing “The Marseillaise" then the workers’ only Tevo-
lutionary SOm&. When he came to the chorus, upo arms, 10
arms!” he wildly waved his arm, to the delight of the cynical
crowd. The police regarded Petrie 88 8 joke and go0
naturedly allowed him to give expression to his out-
pourings. They m'\sjudged him badly, 88 later events
showed. This wild rebel was appn'mt.ed AW.U. organiser in
Sydney! Shades of Jack Bailey, GrayndleT, Blakeley and all
the other respectable revolutionary AW.U. officials!

W.G. Spence 1 got to know very well and retain 2 eep

ment, Spence steered the ship of AW.U. through many &
stormy sea and it was one of life’s tragedies that, as an
honest, if mistaken conscript.ionist, he was driven from the
Labour movement he had done s0 much to build.
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Spence alwa .
ys carried an
ared : umbrell o
gydne;(]:sali emergencies, Sl Z’\i:llcjlent]y pre-
it theeWhtoolOsm\l.l:g]ﬂy listen to PEtr.ie .fulln.;?ﬁci in
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y. But 8 ing vengeance
rebuked Larry or pence never to my k
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in the early 90’s has not broken — but there are surely
signs.
“Mine eyes hath seen the glory of the coming of

the Lord—
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes

of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible

swift sword,
For Truth is marching on!

“] have seen him mid the watchfires of 8 hundred

circling camps,

They have builded him an altar mid the evening
dews and damps, :

I have read His righteous sentence by the dim and
flaring lamps,

For Truth is marching on!

1 have read His righteous sentence writ in TOwS of

burnished steel,
As ye deal with my contemners, s0 with ye my

grace shall deal!
Let the hero born of woman crush the serpent

with his heel,
For Truth is marching on!
He hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall

never sound retreat, A

He is sifting out the hearts of men before his
judgement seat, e,

Oh! Be swift my soul to meet Him — be jubilant,

1

my feet!
For Truth is marching on!

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across

the sea,

With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you
and me,

As He died to ™
free,

For Truth is marching on!

ake men holy, let us die to set men
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These inspiring lines (Julia Ward Howe’s “Battle
Hymn of the Republic”) was a great favourite of my brother
Will, and obviously it deeply appealed to me. Looking back
I see that this and other similar poems were the common
talk wherever a few choice spirits met and earnestly dis-
ct}ssed the dramatic events that were pressing us on all
sides. These songs of the mighty masters had the power
both to inspire and bring solace to our oft-times weary
souls. In the present days of working—class enlightenment
and a proud hierarchy of Labour leaders which has leci
Labour out of the wilderness into a hell of nothingness
poems and sentiments of any kind are apparently taboo,
a?d most c.ertair.dy are never spoken of or regarded as onf;
c:hthg precious birthrights of the age long oppressed. But in
ti:nalays‘ when the world was wide” — when the founda-

i g:i%ﬂzs of }t;he working—class movement were its
jrap Befurega-:et 1:si°(%%~sizfiirf:;]t served to inspi:re. and
ual power and privilege

1 :

ul:\dfa:?;:;t;::zt: t'?e official Labour movement, there was an
e for such poems in the hearts of the workers.

=

One of th :

i, Rf;:h:%s: e:'sv.?::l;n?t_e of my brother Will and I was
= 4 1 nis quaint s
i‘:\}t:‘rliuzi?hg nﬂ.gn lifted the mor;“ao:‘tl:leo“rtand e
P i night we were discuss; outlook from our

aradise,” which had just b ing “The Waorki

prm:;tit,ute asleep on a seat. Nell;
saying, “That is §ocin‘lism.' “A:P\;‘Biﬁt'?:gie: I::d Mssed her
::;:‘11]1);&:: 1:he picture. When the pr'oatitut.e ::“You Sigz
;h now that she had been kissed by oke up she
uld have left half a crown in her hand — oy el
been practical Socialism!” S, hays
? During the early 90's, durin
bitter aftermath of suffering and h
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ary situation undoubtedly existed in Australia. All things
seemed possible, and it is little wonder that the thoughts of
those in the vanguard turned towards revolutionary meth-
ods. My brother Will as one who had borne the brunt of the
desperate battle that had swept through Queensland in
particular, was caught in this wave of revolt. He planned to
get into direct communication with the French Communists
in Paris with the intention of forming a militant interna-
tional organisation. Other plans of a revolutionary charac-
ter were also advanced and discussed amongst a chosen few.
I was very close to Will, in his complete confidence. It was
agreed that I should get a job as a seaman on one of the
Orient boats, pursuant with getting into personal touch
with the Communists in Paris, also with regard to other
plans. I left my job in the grocery to await an opportunity of
shipping on the boat. However, difficulties arose and this
intended line of action did not eventuate. Always searching
for a policy that would bring into being the Socialist State,
my brother then devoted his genius and enthusiasm to the
founding of a Communist colony. The “New Australia” cam-
paign became the centre point of a fierce controversy
throughout Australia. Condemned with scorn by the capi-
talist press, many workers questioned the wisdom of the
enterprise.

Will would say: “It is easy enough to talk Commu-
nism, but let those who believe it to be the only right way of
living go and practice it and thus prove to the world'that
Communism is a practicable system of society.” So, like a
modern Peter the Hermit, Will travelled the length and
breadth of the land preaching the gospel of Communism and
enrolling recruits for the New Australia colony in Paraguay.

It was not merely an isolated Communist uttleﬂent
in the depths of a Paraguayan forest that Will was vision-
ing, but something far more ambitious and far—reaching.
Talking to me of what the future mig_ht hold, _lle foresaw
New Australia within 30 years from its _aatahlishmmt_;, a
powerful Communist State, with a disciplined army ofm,ny
thousands of Communists. “The world, then,” he exclaimed,
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hwnll b; ripe for Communism. The workers in all lands will
aemr:a yhtn revolt gnd only awaiting the match that will set
revzeez e crumbling \a.rorld of capitalism. What is there to
]:num; fl;isth— Commum;ts who are living proof of our Com-
. — coming forth and starting th
s comir g the world revolu-
hliosrt]; thatfr}:-mst 1r.1ev1tably come. We will write the f'utml'le
orio 111mamty on the rocks of the Andes!”
munuesss.outhand mind-gripping dream! — but, alas, like
Neverthdo er dreams, doomed to be smashed to atoms
g thess who dare say that such dreamers and dreams-.
s peoplee‘:::;};rdsavour of life — that without their visions
_ never ]
oo i emerge from the slough of exploita-
: de!eM:tnyfyears later, in 1912, after Will L
2 ordir t,i :Sotr:bi:\};let Rutgsia. Herscovici, visited Brisbane
. : a section of the k
I;:ehef Organisation which he hadvi'?}:l::rg i
h_rance and other co i b
1m an 1 i
R “Cgshn?::as 'Ilnt_ensely_mterested in the “New Australia”
B histcoo onies. His knowledge of Australian work-
kst f)’twas amazing and gave one an indication
% g 1\:’:) Government closely studies the develop-
S d;‘:n'\'nmmrel'nent in all countries, I said fo
face lit up and he fépili:&l?“;;se e faillure'?" g
— = g » lt i i i :
s?b{:n}'\ed B Gt ad [:mliev;as not a fsu'!ure‘. it is such
silile. ur success in Russia pos-

ane was dead,
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The sailing of the Royal Tar with the first contingent for
New Australia from Sydney in 1895 marked a definite
change in my life. [ had decided to go to Paraguay, and there
live the Communist life I dreamed of. Not having the neces-
sary £60 to go, I had to remain and battle along. About this
time Larry Petrie, who had been caravaning out west with
a tinsmithing outfit with two mates, returned to Sydney and
stayed with me. There was a strike on the coasting steamers
and the ship owners had succeeded in manning some of the
vessels with scabs. Larry considered that scabs were the
lowest things in the world and vowed he would travel on one
of the scab boats and blow it and the scabs up. Deaf to all
reasoning, Larry duly boarded the Aramac, bound for Bris-
bane, and, sure enough, when off Cape Moreton, an explo-
sion occurred which did a considerable amount of damage.
Petrie was arrested and eventually committed for trial,
charged with attempted murder. When I heard of Petrie’s
fate, with Arthur Rae and one or two other friends, we
raised some money for his defence. Marshall Lyle, who had
defended Deeming, was a fellow member with Petrie of an
anarchist club in Melbourne. I wrote to Lyle and asked him
to instruct the defence of Petrie in Brisbane. He readily
consented, stating that he knew Larry “wouldn’t hurt a fly!”
The police undoubtedly had a sound case against
Petrie, but they lacked evidence as to where he obtained the
explosives. So they got a man in Sydney, who had an unen-
viable goal and sacial record, to go to Brisbane and give
evidence that Petrie had first tried to buy the explosive from
him and that later broke into a quarry tool house and stole
it. Quite accidentally, Arthur Rae was informed of this
man’s departure for Brisbane. Larry was lodged in Boggo
Road Gaol. We reserved his defence getting together the
proofs of this police frame-up. Not daring to face the public
exposure of these police methods of getting perjured evi-
dence ough there was enough bona fide evidence to
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hang Petrie, Byrne, the Attorney-General, filed a no True
Bill and Petrie was discharged.

I never saw him again, having left Sydney when he
returned. He managed to get across to Paraguay and joined
“Cosme” colony. As an anarchist it was obviously impossible
for Petrie to submit to even such a democratic body as a
committee elected by the colonists, and eventually he left
and obtained a job on the Paraguayan railways. Shortly
afterwards he was killed in an accident at work.

Leaving Sydney with three others we prospected for
gold in the ranges on the Upper Clarence River district, but
with only small success. From there I walked to Ipswich,
where my brother Frank was living.

On the release of the 12 1891 union prisoners, who
hlald been sentenced to three years’ imprisonment in connec-
tion with the shearers’ strike, a big welcome demonstration

was arranged by the unions. It was held in the old Centen-
nial Hall, then the largest public hall in Brisbane. I was
present, and it was there I met Mabel Gray and Florrie
Collings. Very shortly afterwards I married the former, and

a life-long attachment with mutual i i
R utual ideals and interests has
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Chapter 5

Formation Of Socialist Leagué.

Clermont district I returned to Brisbane (1894) and
obtained work in a store at West End. There was not
any Socialist organization in Queensland at this period. The
departure of Will Lane had apparently resulted in a slump
in Socialist propaganda work, and there was an apathy
which was in marked contrast to the previous fever of action
and thought. At the suggestion of a Sydney comrade,
Beasley, who stayed with us while on a business visit to
Brisbane, I decided to attempt to form a Socialist League. [
approached John Bond, Labour candidate, with H. Turley,
for South Brisbane, who agreed to assist. He brought along
two young men, E. Holliday and R.S. Ross, who became
enthusiastic members of the new organisation. We devoted
most of our energies to arranging street corner meetings
and were always on the watch for any socialist speakers
who might visit Brisbane. A defunct Socialist League had
left a large supply of Social Democratic Federation pam-
phlets, which were handed on to the new League. _
W.A. Holman, later Premier of New South Wales,
came to Brisbane on a short visit and stayed with us. I
arranged a meeting to hear him lecture at the Old Trades
Hall. About 40 were present and Holman gave 2 illiant
lecture on Socialism. At this time he was in P 2
and was having a struggle to make ends
ment of Holman his subse

gl fter some months off-siding for a hawker in the
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reactionaries at the Exhibition Building, Brisbane, I went
to hear him. I wondered if he remembered his first ;neetin

in Brisbane and contrasted it with this later triumph (?) Hg
was a better and a happier man in his youth with his {d;eals

unsullied and unsmirched soul than in later years when he

degenerated i iti
bigder_r ed into a political hack on sale to the highest

T - “ Ll
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until he died devoted his life to the Labour Movement, Prior
to the entry of gocialism into the economic and social realm,
the school of Freethought, today known as rationalism,
claimed the gupport of Mr. Collings with many more who
later joined the Labour Movement.

Wallace Nelson was the high priest of the Freethought
organisation in Brisbane and lectured every Sunday eve-
ning at the Theatre Royal. A man of remarkable versatility,
Nelson lectured on every subject imaginable and with a
broad Scotch accent and 8 wealth of humour attracted most
of the radicals to his meetings. Andy Dawson, leader of the
Queensland Labour Party, lived next door to Nelson at West
End. 1 lived a few doors away and was often an interested
listener to wordy arguments between Dawson and Nelson
who were great friends.

As a strong individualist, the Labour Party with its
definite Socialist basis was strongly criticised by Nelson,
and an interesting political development aroseé which, how-
ever, never attained any success and gradually faded away.
An attempt was made to form & third political party,
midway between the old Tory party and the Labour party.
A weekly paper, “The Chronicle,” was puhiished, edited by
R. Cruicshank. Sir Charles Lilley, Nelson and Ryot
Maughan were the principal gponsors of this effort to solve
the political situation but it failed to attract either the
workers or the liberal section of employers oT intellectuals
and died anregretted and unsung. Nelson and Ryot
Maughan eventually saw the light and became Labour
members of Parliament.

In the meantime the New Australia gettlement in Paraguay
had met disaster. My brother will found it impossible to
continue a8 chairman and left with 40 or 50 others to form
a new colony wherein it was hoped that the Communism
which was the sole motive for New Australia, would find
expression and permanent success. Of course, the capitalist
press of Australia hailed with glee this preakdown of New

71




Dawn to Dusk Dawn to Dusk

Australia as a tragic proof that Communism was a mad

impossibility and that capitalis
needs of mankind. pitalism alone could supply the

Australia and I have never heard of him again. What a
tragic figure — one of many who with the noblest ideals find

i £l isillusi i ir li h for their El
Pior to the aplit in New Auatralia; anespSibatEl only disillusionment in their life-long search fo i

Siir?lg}ct: tall,‘westem men,” George Whelan (he was over
Mga:.ssem ‘hei)ght) had been sent back to Queensland to
e b:;em ers for Ne}v Australia. When the split came,
e hacke;,?; stranded in Brisbane with only one desire —
7 ;r:guay to the New Colony “Cosme” Will and
i chamamstarted. George stayed with us and was a
ol el (}:\ oA W_allace Nelson lectured one Sunday
showedapartiar‘:stfraha and in the course of his lecture
LRHE e 11 Ly for the New Australians as against Will
olting members against Will Lane on New

y to Whel
i » €Xaspe an but faj
shouted Well, if th:rer?:i beyond endurniﬁ:l

Australia 1 wo
uld have b
Whelan een a ‘rebel, too!”
rig:i over to “Cosme” only to |,
© opinions regarding o & €ave. A commpy.

necessaries which the col.
on
could not be reconciled to s

T2

E and ot
Whelan’s cummun::;

returned tq

this policy and he

Dorado, which, unhappily, exists only in their fevered
dreams.

During many years activity in the political Labour Move-
ment 1 had some interesting and exciting experiences. I
recall one such in connection with a parliamentary by—elec-
tion for South Brisbane in 1899. Harry Turley, in after
years a Labour Senator and President of the Senate was the
Labour candidate. At that time 1 was working at the
Fiveways, Woolloongabba, as a shop assistant for the firm
of J. & T. Heaslop, dyed in the wool Tories and bitterly
anti—Labour. After working there for twelve months I took
a week’s holiday, at my own expense, of course. Mrs. Lane
and I visited a friend at Manly and I returned on the Friday
before polling day to scrutineer for Turley at the central
polling booth in Stanley Street, where Birt’s Cold Stores
now are.

In those days all the campaign and polling work for
Labour candidates was given freely —a real labour of love.
It would have been a deep insult to offer any of the Labour
workers one penny for their services. What a damning con-
trast to the position existing in Queensland Labour in poli-
tics today when practically every service or task is and has
to be paid for.

The voting was extremely close, the total vote polled
in Brisbane resulted in a tie. Notwithstanding the strong
protests of the Labour Committee, the Tory Government
had opened a polling booth for the South Brisbane election
at Rockhampton, confidently anticipating an anti-labour
vote from a few South Brisbane electors there.

When the Brisbane tie voting was announced, the
Tory candidate, Jones, Was overwhelmed with congratula-
tions by his friends, which included my employers. We had

to wait half an hour for a telegram with the Rockhampton
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vote. The Returning Officer opened it to the amazement and
grief of the anti-Labourites — the voting was Turley 5 and
Jones 2, thus electing Turley.

There was an excited crowd of some thousands surg-
ing round the polling booth and when Turley got in the
street he was raised by enthusiastic workers and an
attempt made to carry him in triumph to the Municipal
Market allotment just down the street. To his great credit
Turley, who was a big powerful man, fiercely fought against

this mob worship, his clothes being torn in the struggle.

When at last he was able to address the crowd he told them

that he strongly resented this hero worship or being carried

on men's shoulders. He pointed out that if he ever did

anything that those same peo i i
. t ple disagreed with
just uiwf}l:thusmstica‘ﬂy hound him dE:m to &\e ;E:ge:rould
h i et‘x\ 1 returned‘to work the following Monday t;lurn-
t'hge, 3 ;:;5' amlied t: \:‘n;f note which contained the “order of
— instant dismissal! No reason gi
vemn. i
rg:t;n%:l :;;re Labour Party workers t.re:a.‘cegl innthlen this
ys, ese and other penalties incurred were chee:fal:l]y
ully

borne because the Lab
our Party th
and gave promise of a creditab‘l: fut:.:ewas Py o

L =

I left Brisbane for nearly 12 mo
:‘r :lse:al;er's ank, Fred Bilby, w::}:a?g:;;kn‘;ﬁ“"gﬁ'sider” to
Thereewu;:;ng fl;_‘marle wlhere l'fis wife and family ::_‘?le"_ and
iy Leal lecu ‘}c‘y in getting a suitable secreta: fhved'
Toebe W ithadg:' when I left Brisbane, and with'y e
i thmappem-eld. My experience and obs o ‘few
sk had‘:.o a:. the existence of any radical nrgi“:amfm
R rely on the voluntary work of its m;‘]:aa“on
o anise:}mng a good secretary. The work ent ?ireng.u
e at,t,egtio ;aI;ons‘ df.emands_ close, constant, and ent?‘l: eq v
. i t.hls is not given then it is only a sh r:.“l'“-
e organisation becomes effete and useles! w Flme
pears altogether. Such was the fate of the Soein‘l; _—r
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and all efforts to resuscitate it, which I and old Mr. Collings
tried on my return to Brisbane, failed.

The discovery of Omar Khayyam by Bob Ross and
myself still remains a landmark in my memory. We were
naturally enraptured with the beauty and philosophy of the
Rubayiat and wanted to spread the good tidings. Not having
the money to buy copies of Omar, I got it from the School of
Arts Library, and Bob, who was compiling and editing “The
Queensland Sportsman," a paper published by his brother
A.G. Ross, set up and printed about 30 copies. We were thus
enabled to supply unfinancial lovers of poetry with that
crown of glory of the Persian tentmaker.

In the Argentine, 8 decade later, I met a kindred spirit
who had been at Johannesburg when Omar Khayyam was
first given to the public. He also felt that others ghould
ghare his joy — and having the money — he purchased 8
dozen copies of the Rubayiat to give to his friends.

After the lapse of 40 years old Omar still has the
power to thrill me and I find consolation and beauty in his
and Edward Fitzgerald's garland of gems.

A unique personality 1 met about this time was Chris.
Cassimir, & half—caste Mauritian, his mother 8 Mauritian,
father French. With a University education, Cassimir in
Melbourne had conducted & private gchool for 8 living. A
Marxian student, he became & revolutionary Socialist, aqd
with true revolutionary zeal spoke on the Yarra bnnl‘: and in
the public streets. The sequel was obvious. Hi} pupils were
indignantly withdrawn from his “pernicious” l.nﬂuence and
Cassimir was “up against it.” Someone gent him to me &0

he became a part of our household. He had many of the
coloured races’ characteristics with the fire and gift of
expression of the French. ‘When speaking, oF rather
expounding, revolutionary principala at our home, ]fle would
say, “Mrs. Lane, do you mind if I stand on 2 chair? I can
speak so much better when I have room to talk.” We would
laughingly agree, and it was sight for the gods to see and
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hear Cassimir throwing his thunderbolts at the capitalist
system and prophesying the early triumph of the workers.
The International Congress was to meet at Paris the
following year, and Cassimir used to often say, “Ah, com-
rade, if you and I could only go to that congress, wouldn’t it
be glorious!” I agreed with him, but we never went.
Cassimir, despite his education, did not hesitate when he
could not find any work in Brisbane to go to the fish market
buy fish and sell it in a basket from door to door. Th;,
A.ustralian referenda campaign and the question of Federa-
tion was on and Cassimir, who was against the Federal
iCnorl!;:lt;hon, was en_gaged by the anti-Federalists to speak
isbane. Returning to Sydney, he became a part pro-

ducer of a municipal Sociali
he went to New Z(ﬂ.-,a.lanrtl.la fe 160, st ob el
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Chapter 6

Social Democratic Vanguard
Work.

Frank Kenna, who had some fame as a poet said he

wanted to see me. He told me that a Clermont man,
Sam Tanser, had sent along an article, “Socialism, Commu-
nism, and Anarchy,” with £5, which he wanted to be handed
over to any Socialist propaganda organization that might be
in existence, after paying the costs of a reprint of his article.
Kenna said that he knew I was interested in Socialist pro-
paganda, and suggested that we convene a meeting at the
Trades Hall to form a Socialist organization. I agreed and a
meeting was convened. About 35 attended including Albert
Hinchecliffe, secretary of the Australian Labour Federation,
and manager of the “Worker”, and Charlie Seymour, secre-
tary of the Seamen’s Union.

The need for a Socialist organization was fully
recognised, and it was decided to call it the Social Demo-
cratic Vanguard, with subscription of 2/6 per annum. As no
one would take the position of secretary, 1 accepted that
office, although there were others present, Hincl}cliﬁ‘e and
Seymour and others who had the time and facilities for the
job. Kenna and 1 drafted a manifesto setting forth t_he
objects of the Vanguard and we got widespread publicity
through the “Worker” and other Queensland Labour papers.
The response to our appeal for support and co—operation to
carry on undiluted Socialist propaganda was most encour-
aging. From all parts of Queensland correspondence and
subscriptions not infrequently donations of 5/—, 10/—and £1
arrived, enabling the Vanguard to accomplish much desired
work. The experience gained through the old Socialist

One day the then editor of the “Queensland Worker”,

T
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as invaluable. Concentrating on the free d1str_1bu-
Eiig;l: S“(;cialist literature, principally pamphlets abtained
through various sources, supplemented occasionally by
original productions of members, we st}attered br{{adca‘.st
the Socialist Doctrine. One of our earliest efforts in this
direction was a booklet by Bob Ross, “Let There Be Light”,
a fine basic resumé of reason for and work of the Vanguard.
With enthusiastic members all over the state, who acted as
distributors on their district of the Vanguard literature, the
seed thus sown must have borne good fruit and materially
assisted to lay the foundation of a militant Labour move-
ment which, despite the wiles of the politician and oppor-
tunist, has to this day kept the banner of genuine-working
class economics and ideals unsmirched and unconquerable.
Kenna quickly tired of his socialist activities, sought
the easier path of politics, and was elected Labour Member
for Bowen. He went even further on the downward track
and ratted on the Labour party before he died.
Chara?t:iizt?:lﬁ‘rfhexmﬁple of abandonment of principle, so
B e ;Dpl y of so many erstwhile §talwarts,
Mo anser Clermont, the man who indirectly
s responsible for the birth of the Vanguard. He visited
Brisbane and was duly enrolled g NaAdhe
ag one of its most valued

members, T |
% wenty—five years later there appeared in the

Tarulgér:sgf the Brisbane “Courier” a column letter from Sam
i S::.!nlo'nt. denouncing in the most approved Tory
with corres];:;?n and everything appertaining to Labour
BiteRt 15 t.lljm ing adllulahon of capitalism as the supremu;
cies of man a;:a:sste:' Tltuly the vagaries and inconsisten-
standing, unding and often incapable of under-
There h
organisations ::eAbeen many Socialist and working cla
the Vanguard“haha covering a long period of year?
: can j . »
g]“e o ai!'l Justly claim to have held pride of
Togress. We haq B3
PurDose, deyoted 1 TL¢ ETOUD in Brish g
A meml:::id ;ta enthusiasm to Vangzi:dw‘mc; v:;th
of this group includ bl
18 ed Dr L. J. Jensen, J.

BR

Dawn to Dusk

Dooley (destined or doomed to become Labour Premier of
New South Wales), H. E. Boot (editor of the “Worker”), J.
Collings, senior (his irrepressible son “Joe” came in later),
others who, in later years, became lost or forgotten. But the
outstanding workers were Bob Ross, Ted Holliday, Hugo
Kunze, Tom (T.L.) Jones, Andy Anderson, and myself, and
we were bound together in a comradeship that retained its
savour until death intervened and broke its magic circle.

Ted Holliday, a gifted shorthand clerk with a unique
gift of wit, humour and sarcasm, was a tower of strength
with a lion’s courage and love for the battle against reaction
and prejudice. Rather below average height Mrs Lane
dubbed him “half-Holliday” and Ted keenly appreciated the
joke. A few years later, prior to an intended visit to England
he decided to undergo a minor operation in Brisbane. He
was literally cut to pieces, butchered by ignorant, experi-
menting medicos, and was dead in a few hours.

Bob Ross is well known to the Labour movement of
Australia and New Zealand, as journalist, writer, speaker
and agitator. In the Vanguard days Ross gave indication of
the outstanding figure he was to become. Then as always a
tireless worker, the amount of work he devoted to the Van-
guard was astonishing. One of the most loveable characters,
“Bob” joyously found full vent for his comradely qualities
and passion for socialism in the Vanguard.

Mary and Jennie Lloyd, Lottie Crooks, who later mar-
ried Andy Anderson, Mrs J. Collings Senior, Mrs Lane and
other women, were active members and gave splendid ser-
vice to the social side of the organisation.

Born in Saxony, from whence he had fled on account
of his illegal Socialist activities, Hugo Kunze was one of the
immortals with regard to his devotion to the working class
and his fidelity to the highest ideals of the movement. He
undertook the onerous duty of dispatching all the literature
and it was indeed a labour of love. ‘

Tom Jones, as a lover of literature, took charge of the
book depot the Vanguard started, and under his guidance
the foundations of a most valuable adjunct to any Socialist
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isation were laid. Tom, with Holliday,‘Ross, Kunze
z;%anlrsi’t:: i:separable and found mutual interests and
delights apart from the Vanguard. : ¢

Andy Anderson was the greatest Marxist amongst us.
With unshakeable materialist outlook, Andy was always
reliable and never side-tracked by sophistication of any
description. After a lapse of 40 years Andy is one of the very
few unscarred by the bludgeons of life and still an active
Communist.

Perhaps the most unique personage in the Vanguard
melange was Robert Beattie, better known as “Adam
Tramp”. With anarchical beliefs Adam became attached to
the Vanguard and acted as caretaker at the rooms which we
had at the back of premises in Queen street, close to Allan
and Stark's. Adam was a wanderer typical of the worker
whq had no illusions about life and its sordidness under
capitalist society. Although he hated writing, Adam had a
literary gift insofar as he wrote many sketches of his varied
experiences with a philosophic outlook that was as original
a;:t wa;:ntrigui“g- His contributions under the nom—de—
Plume of *Adam Tramp” were for g long time an attractive

feature of the Queensland “W.
i orker”, Aft
in the Vanguard for some time I ;e r, dam Bod Ben
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It was also our ambition to raise enough money to
equip a van stocked with literature to tour the country.
Good progress was made with the project and over £200 was
raised by various means. H. Boote an artist of exceptional
gifts, donated a beautiful picture which we raffled. Unhap-
pily after the Vanguard had fallen away from grace, and
came under the generalship of “Joe” Collings, a satellite of
the Labour Party, the van project was put in the lumber
room.

One of the most effective methods we used to propa-
gate Vanguard activities and ideals was the publication in
various Labour newspapers throughout Queensland of reg-
ular Vanguard articles. One was published every week in
the Queensland “Worker”. The supplying of these articles
entailed considerable work and responsibility, but with an
earnest and brainy group the Vanguard columns were kept
going. The principal writers were Ross, Holliday, Adam
Tramp, Tom Jones, Dr Jensen, Joe Collings, Kunze, and
myself.

The Vanguard and its association, its fine comrade-
ship and selflessness remains one of the happiest memories
of my life. I feel gratified to have been associated so closely
with such a band of comrades, and am certain the propa-
ganda work of the Vanguard was not wasted, that it sup-
plied a great need and brought light and comfort to many
heartsore workers.

When my brother John came to Brisbane in 1902 on
his Cosme organisation tour, the Vanguard arranged his
lectures. He found real comrades and Communists in the
Vanguard, and he said that the Vanguard was nearer to
Cosme than any other part of the world that he had visited.

When the history of the Labour movement is written,
and a clear view is seen of the road along which the workers
have travelled, the pioneering and unselfish work carried
on by the members of the Queensland Democratic Vanguard
will be gratefully recognised and full appreciation accorded
to those who, without hope or thought of reward, blazed the
Socialist track.
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As secretary of the Vanguard 1 was, by correspon-

dence, in direct touch with most of the
thrm:ghout Queensland. From Victoria, N::?esliuﬁla%?lzd
::ir::dNeg.tTaha a_lsq, support and enquiries came from kins—
duseﬁ]{::::a\&’;‘t‘.han the Vanguard was thus created that
i eship — that natural understanding and pur-
i vang“asrs(;mtxal need of all working class organisations.
gl :vas permeated with this bond which bound
e ]{‘n 0 gcnmmunism of fellowship which was the
e \?a:‘ts intense propaganda.

T mafuard is today only a memory not ev

y of those who are the : b

Queensland official Labour Movement Ar}n‘:lavdv:ll;sre(t;)reo:h:‘:hz
: 8
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Tory and reea\ci\»,s ing truths that, degpit ers of Quaent:
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When the Kidston-Morgan coalition was agreed to,
although the Vanguard was not a political organisation,
Collings with his flair for questianable things moved a
motion in support of the coalition.

A Socialist propaganda organisation supporting 2 Lib-
eral-Labour political party. Comment on guch outrageous
anomaly i8 unnecessary! Yet Joe gucceeded in getting the
Vanguard to endorse this policy which eventually destroyed
it. Anderson, Hugo Kunze, and others, honest members,
thereupon resigned and the Vanguard was practically left
to the tender mercies of the political coterie whose high
priest was Joe Collings. This flamboyant individual has
taken a leading part in a number of reactionary working
class movements, commencing with his apostasy at the boot
strike in 1894 when as secretary to the Boot Manufacturers
Association, he shepherded scabs from the southern states
on the Brisbane wharf. But it is questmnahle if any of his
working class activities have been moTe discreditable than
his betrayal of the vVanguard to i i v
seeking Labour Party. Yet with such 2 record, Joe Collings
attained the high (1) position of leader of the Labour Party
in the Senate!

-
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Chapter 7

Cosme Experiences

phase of my life — Cosme. It seemed to me to b‘e a
fitting climax to any passionate faith in Communism
and the practicability of a Communist Society to displace
Capitalism. I had been in an unique position to be fully
aware of the dramatic events that had led up to the split in
New Australia and the inner life of Cosme colony. 1 was
living in Sydney during the gathering together of the New
Australians who sailed in the “Royal Tar” and thus became
personally friendly with them. In the later developments of
New Australia and Cosme, a number of those who had
sailed in the “Royal Tar” for Paraguay, for various reasons
returned temporarily or permanently to Queensland. They
all seemed to drift to our home in Brisbane and, of course,
recounted their experiences. One such returned Cosme-ite,
Peter Pindar, was particularly interesting and enlightening
with regard to the inside life on Cosme. Of a cynical trend
of mind, also a single Taxer, not a Communist, Peter's
Cos.me experiences did not tend to make him very enthusi-
B.s'hc ah‘mut ‘the Communist life. I dubbed his outlook as P.
Pindar's philosophy, viz., always look for the selfish motive
in every human act.iun, even the apparently most unselfish.
- M:‘EE:":‘“" night, month after month, Pindar retailed
Y :r azg rlt:yself, with cynical insight into the
e pof rc uman nature, all the happenings and
ooty osme. His brother Jack, with Peter's
B Ty hen el e Eal
Cosme, or rather i ill Lane for breaking the constitution of

i : its Communist intent. But it
account of his brother's expulsi it was not on
pulsion, that Peter had also left

3 t long last I embarked on what 1 believed was the last
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Cosme, but because of the expulsion of Sims. “If,” said
Peter, “Joe Sims is not good enough to live on Cosme, then
I certainly am not.” :

Before I left Australia to go to Cosme my brother,
Will, had left, a broken-heartened, disillusioned man.

Peter used to say “I will never help you to go to Cosme,
but I will give you the money to return to Australia, as [
know you won't stay.” But it was all useless. I was deter-
mined to go to Cosme, more than confident that it would
fulfil all my fondest dreams and aspirations. But Pindar
was right after all.

On our way over to South America, my wife and I, we had
three children at this time, we went via Auckland and
stayed two weeks with Will, who was then editor of the
«puckland Herald.” When I had last seen him, he was on the
“Royal Tar,” sailing through Sydney Headp. With wlfat glo-
rious hopes he and I were then thrilled with reg.ardmg the
speedy establishment of & powerful Communist cal.or_ly,
shedding an imperishable shaft of light across & despairing
world. And now that fond dream had been shattered, and
will, who had staked all his genius and love of the woﬂ.(ers
to that great adventure, wasa broke!} man. The memories I
recalled at Auckland were indeed polgnmtg, while Will and
I never discussed Cosme, although I was going there. Surely
it was one of the most ironical ar_xd cruel jests of fatc.a that
this cup of bitterness should be given me to dr:nlf. Wlthﬂt::.
any surcease of the heartache — the msuppreu.mble ery .
why should this agony be thrust upon us — I 51.;11.1 had fait
in the future of Cosme as & land mark and guiding post to
Commﬁ;i?ilf'e told me afterwards that Annie Lane, Will's
wife, wanted to know what was t!m maﬂ:e:: with me. “One
would think,” she said, “that Ernie was going toa funeruz
instead of to the place he has been dreaming of for years.
But it was the torturous memory of _the pnﬁt when I hgd
known Will in his days of faith and enthusiasm, setting a
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ith hi Communist faith and
i with his message of : _
contme‘ril tr:ibr:::li rights of the workers over their explto:::ﬁ:
tAhedp;ix: just a writer of beautiful prose and swee

n ]

i When Mrs., Will Lane came to the wharf to see us set
forth to South America, she said “I.won’t say g.oudbye. tYm;
will come back again.” I never imagined that this wgsba ru
prophecy. Mrs. Lane and I retul_'ned to Queensland but we
never saw Will and his wife again.

o =

Arriving in Buenos Ayres we were met by Jack Pindar and
his wife whom we had known so well in Queensland prior to
their departure for Cosme. Jack was in charge of a sawmill
about thirty miles from Buenos Ayres and again it seemed
the irony of fate that the man who had been expelled from
Cosme by Will Lane, who had now also left, would be wel-
coming the brother on his way to Cosme. Life, however, is
full of such ironies and many strange and sometimes scurvy
tricks are played on us helpless mortals through life.

On our arrival at Cosme we soon settled down to the
new life.l My wife, a natural Communist who had lived
Sr?cmo?r?t:;f; :‘111;;;5 hf]i: long before — and after — Cosme,
e e founcllc;‘ 1;8, and on f,he score 'of Con'llmunism
o7 19 :)tr eartburmngs: or disappointments

o the new environment. From that

point of view, neith i
life on Cosme, and ?: of us have any regrets regarding our

f was not because of Cosme’

4 d e's Commu-
Cl:::mt‘lll:it;t}vcehﬁita;nately ]eft,‘ but because of the lack ‘:f
R efs and practice of the majority of Cosme—

One of the recent arri
i arrivals
in anbam_a, was Adam '1"rarnp.olfl\t=,C l?as
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However, Adam, who was well know to Cosme-ites by
reputation as a good rebel against capitalist society, was
warmly welcomed, and for a considerable time was content
to enjoy the freedom of life and thought denied to him in a
capitalist world. He entered fully into the social life and was
adored by the kiddies. But the virus of his anarchist beliefs
soon began to jaundice his views of Cosme. He fretted at the
control exercised by any governing body and openly
expressed his contempt for the constitution which he said
“ought to be thrown on the rubbish heap.” Typical of his
primitive outlook, he decided to make a boat, take it to the
river and depart — back to the conditions of slavery he so
bitterly hated. Instead of arranging to have a proper boat
made of sawn timber at the colony sawmill, which was quite
a matter of common occurrence at Cosme, Adam got a huge
log taken to the back of his hut and there in his spare time
commenced to cut and burn it out into a canoce! It was never
completed, and probably remains to this day, a tragic
memorial to the futility of anarchial philosophy.

Adam departed cursing Cosme, got a job as night—
watchman protecting the capitalists’ property at the rail-
way town, Supacay. He eventually drifted back to Australia
and some years later those of us who knew and esteemed
Adam were shocked to hear that he had cut his throat in
Westralia.

The career and fate of Adam Tramp raises the whole ques-
tion of the place of the anarchist in the Communist State.
The experiences in Cosme of anarchists, of which Adam was
only one example, clearly indicated that there is no abiding
resting place for undeviating anarchists in Commun_ist soci-
ety where discipline and order are inevitable and impera-
tive. The philosophy of anarchism attracts the idealists and
rightly claims as its devotees some of the most courageous
and self—-sacrificing men and women. History records such
figures as Emma Goldman, Alexander Berkman, Peter
Kropotkin, and many other anarchists who gladly gave
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ervice of the working class. But in a Con']li

i -+ fighting for its very existence against a
&:nll):wse:te:ﬁ%r:fs of greaction, the anarchist rebel is a
menace of the most dangerous character. The S‘oviet F}Pv-
ernment with its grim realism fully realised this pos!tlon
and had to fight and suppress the anarchists in Russia to
save the Revolution from internal destruction.

The Cosme position was similar, though on a much
smaller and somewhat different scale. There were one or
two anarchists who, unlike Adam Tramp, did not leave
Cosme, but remained to bitterly sow the seeds of discontent
in the minds of new—comers, who, if they had been allowed
to settle down without this anarchial propaganda being
implemented into them, would have made good colonists.
One ofj;helcauses of the failure of Cosme was the presence
and agitation of the anarchial element, Soviet Russia did
not make the fatal mistake of tolerating the promulgation
of anarchy, and events have proved the wisdom of their
policy, drastic and regrettable as it undoubtedly was

1t is difficult to clearl i {3
bt 8 Cbritahitah early explain many things in rela-
Utk iosttioh thlct, are necessary for a full comprehension

at prevailed there. Some probabl
that I shall recount a detailed hist i,
failed. This record story of Cosme and why it
; ecord of my experiences is not and

possibly be a history of Cosme and all ot and could not
and peculiarities, 1 wag ® o sllits mantfold 466Vt
h a histo o ;!lere gt Sl o i
Lean only say that 4 seox slohideas
and apparent fai (et

ailure, Cosme retains b

their all in the 8
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for the women and children, the sick and helpless, which
was an endearing tie to Cosme, finds similar expression in
Soviet Russia alone of all the countries. It is only possible
under Communism, and on Cosme it brought right home to
even the most unthinking, something of what the world
might be once it was relieved of the incubus of a callous
profitmaking system.

The development of Cosme-ites in singing, drama,
and other phases of social cultural life was remarkable and
showed how, removed from the restrictions and struggle for
existence which are inseparable in capitalist society, the
latent talent possessed by the common people can bud and
blossom like the rose.

Many other phases of life on Cosme appealed to all of
us who, hating the hypocrisies and tyrannies of the old
world, desired a fuller and more humane way of living. We
found in Cosme and Communism, balm for scabs and
wounds — promise for a new, happier world.

These reflections and notes on Cosme do not in any
way cover the why and wherefore, the many varying causes
that contributed to the failure of Cosme as a Communist
colony. They only touch the fringe of Cosme history which
requires a separate volume. Lloyd Ross in his book, William
Lane and the Australian Labour Movement supplies a
record which gives a fuller and more truthful account of
Cosme, its high ideals, heroism and tragedy, than any other
publication.

But no reference to Cosme would be complete without rec-
ognition of the work that John Lane so ungrudgingly gave
for the ten years of its existence. After Will left in 1896,
John accepted the responsible position of chairman in addi-
tion to his duties as school teacher, storekeeper, editor,
printer and publisher of the “Cosme Monthly Journal.” In
1901 he was sent as an organiser to Australia and paid his
passage with the collections from his meetings. With amaz-
ing fortitude, he toured Eastern Australia on a bike, with a
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i lovd Ross states; “This journey of John
g:ng;fzs l:zifr:;abdz)ught would produce a heroic t_ale of
endurance and inspiration. John had nc{t the ma:gpetlc per-
sonality of Will, but he had more !astmg qua_hhes and a
quiet determination that enabled him to remain, through-
out his life, true to his Communist faith. H_ls tole-rance of the
mistakes of others made it possible for him to ignore most
of the petty foibles that frequently annoyed Will. But even

ve up in the end.”

g %‘iday?m%) John is still in the vanguard of C9mmu-
nist and revolutionary thought and has kept pace with the

ever rapidly changing tempo and march of world events. .
With regard to my own reactions to the Costr!e posi-

tion, in 1904, when John, Will Bennet, and I, with our
wives, decided to leave Cosme, I cannot add anything of
value, after a lapse of 34 years, to what I then wrote in a
letter to my dear old mate Bob Ross. In that letter I said
inter alia: “John and myself are leaving Cosme. Why?
Briefly, the non—-Communism of the members, the depar-
ture of them from the spirit of the communism of the place,
and the intention of members to run the colony on pfxrely
material lines — dropping the ethics of Cosme entirely.
Well, neither John nor I came to Cosme to make a living or
to live our lives under false colours, consequently, the only
honourable course for us, or any likeminded, to pursue, was
to leave. There are indeed two other courses possible, viz.,
to stop and fight for our Communism and th?.ideals of
Cosme, or stay and abide by the altered condltmns.. _The
latter is obviously impossible for us. The former suicidal.
The colony is too small in numbers to successfully weathe‘r
such difficulties as internal strife would arouse, and even if
successful, we know that no good would result. 'I‘hgre are
roughly three parties in Cosme, viz., The Comm.umst ele-
ment, (2) co—operators, non—-Communist (3) A rmdd_le. one,
no definite Communistic ideals, simply led — willingly
when the selfish side of human nature is .appe_nled K),
unwillingly when ethical precepts are the guiding lights. As
long as John and others, to use a vulgarism, kept them —
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the middle party — up to scratch, Communism on the sur-
face, was adhered to, or at least, tolerated. But John,
rightly, I think, resolved to let them pursue their own line
of action — result veiled and open departure from the writ-
ten communistic idea. There is no departure from the writ-
ten constitution of Cosme, probably because at present any
other system of labour sharing is impossible here, but the
whole trend is towards pure co—operation on wholly mate-
rial lines. The dropping of the “Monthly” then even “The
Quarterly” is a fair example of the general feeling here. You
know, Bob, what great ideas I and John, too, had regarding
the propaganda that was to emanate from Cosme, and now
a cursed “Annual” repudiating the very principles that
brought me here and that made John and others cheerfully
devote the best years of their life to. This matter of Cosme
literature alone would, I think, have eventually decided me
to leave. John's departure will be a great blow to Cosme, as
apart from his identification with Cosme, there is no one to
take his place here in a dozen different ways. John is one of
the most doggedly persistent of men, indeed his greatest
characteristic, and he acknowledges defeat! This speaks
more than volumes. None outside, few even in Cosme, will
ever know what he has given to Cosme, cheerfully, time,
enthusiasm, all that is the best of man; nothing was too
great for him to sacrifice, not even his own family duties.
John is not given to heroics, but he told me that his decision
to abandon Cosme had wrung his heart strings. Neither of
us have lost our firm belief in Communism as the one
righteous life for every human being to live, rather our
experience here strengthens our desire for, and belief in,
the all embodying vigorousness, practicability, and human-
ity of Communism. What we do recognise, however, is only
that Cosme has failed to attract true Communists, who
alone can make Communism possible. I am afraid, Bob, that
the time is not yet, and we shall never see our dreams of a
just and human society realised.” N e
My Cosme experience was a bitter—sweet one which I

did not regret but which was often agonising. Though disil-
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lusioned in many respects with regard to the operationg of
Communism, my Communist faith remained unshaken,
even unperturbed. Indeed, thisg close-up view of Commuy.
nism brought into realisation thoge principles and aspectg
of Communism which, amid the sordid selfishnegg of the

(Paraguayan waggon) to the railway station 20 miles away
it was indeed with sad hearts, and Dorothy, our girl, six
years of age, cried bitterly, saying, “I don’t want to leave
home!” This ery found a responsive echo in the hearts of
Mrs. Lane and myself, but tragically, Cosme to us, could be

of years — shattered and dissipated,
Thus ended one of the most vital phases of my life
which carried with it many, many precious yet poignant

memories, of Will, of youthful dreams and enthusiasms that
deserved a brighter fate,

“But ah! to think that spring should vanish
with the roge —

Tlhat youth’s sweet scented manuseript should
close!

The nightingale that in the branches sang

Ah! Whence and whither flown again! Who
knowg?”

tame I woylq once

Vvision and undeterreq activ;
fight of the robbed
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would have been desolate angd mean

- §
gladly 1 P ingless indeed, and

ve been spared that tragic fate.
o =
g Cosme, John, leaving his wife and four children

On leavin
in the‘ Argentine, Mrs, Lane working as a housekeeper in an
American houge near Buenos Ayres, worked his passage to

re—entered the service of the Educational Department ag a
teacher. I had written to Jack Pindar, who wag engineer at
2 sawmill on one of the islands forming the delta of the

paid, so some months later, through the good offices of an
old Cosmeite, Bert Bottril, who was now timekeeper at the
La Plata meat works, I secured a job at these works as wool
room clerk.

These meat works, since absorbed in the Swift monop-
oly, were situated at Puerto La Plata, six miles from La
Plata, the capital of Buenos Ayres Province. Later I was
transferred to charge of the butc:ers' shop where I

i until I left to return to Brisbane.
remmln: (:he Argentine I soon found that the line of demar-
cation between the rank and file of the workers and the
employers was most definitely defined. There was an
impassable gulf separating the peons, as ?he work_ers are s0
aptly termed in that country, from their exploiters, and
their henchmen, managers, foremen, clerks, nnd. all otl_:er
understrappers which brought the clgss war into ‘hlg_h
relief. There was no camouﬂage or puerile talk of an iden-
tity of interests or collaboration of classes. Tl.le class war
incessantly raged, naked and 'unashamed. Bitter stfikes
were of common occurrence v;uth no gquarter from aithe;
side. Although poorly orgamsgd, t_he peons in times of
strike, showed a unity and u_ohda:n[:y that forced one to
contrast it with the petty sectionalism 80 often too gmden_t

amongst the workers in Australia, Britain, and other more
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advanced countries. In strikes, the scabs had a most
unhappy time, and had to work and live under police and
military protection.

While at the meatworks, I saw an illuminating exam-
ple of how the revolting workers (peons) were treated and
defeated by their exploiters.

The nine-hour day, six days a week, was in operation

at La Plata works. The peons, about 1,000 employed, struck
for an eight-hour day. The company refused absolutely to
make any concession and decided for all time not to again
employ the strikers. As strikes were no kid glove affairs, it
would have been impossible to recruit local scabs. So the
works were closed until the arrival direct from Southern
Europe of emigrants to take the place of the strikers. The
dock and works had an iron fence right round the whole
premises, and with armed mounted police on guard, the
ignorant and helpless strikebreakers were landed from the
vessel straight into the works, where they were fed and
accommodated, removed from all possible persuasion or
force by the strikers. These unfortunate tools of capitalist
exploitation were recruited from the slum proletariat of
Italy, Spain, Greece, and other Southern European coun-
tries and were typical of their type. Speaking a dozen differ-
ent languages, clad in a conglomeration of rags and
outlandish costumes, the conditions they lived under at the
works were probably the best they had ever enjoyed. Plenty
of food and warm shelter plus a wage that seemed a gold-
mine to those starvlings they were willing, ignorant slaves
to their allotted place in the scheme to crush revolting
workers. Of course, the strike was broken, and the former
employees ruthlessly victimised, The manager of the works
at that time was Mr, Manning, who had previously been
manager of the Q. M.E. works at Pinkenba, Brisbane.

The Britishers and Australians who occupy manage-
rial or other higher positions in the Argentine are generally
a most objectionable type, whose sole god is money with all
its accompanying snobbery, and who scorn the peons or any
who are outside the vicious circle which surrounds them.
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An interesting sidelight into the ofttimes unexpected vagar-

ies of the human mind occurred in my

experience, while at
the meat works. Naturally,

it was the custom in a foreign
community for the English speaking section to exchange
and lend books, The cashier, a Mr. Ferguson, born in the
Argentine of Scotch parentage and an intimate member of
the superior (?) caste I have described, borrowed from me a
couple of Henry Lawson’s books. These were part of a
number presented to me by the S.D. Vanguard in Brisbane
on my departure to Cosme. When Ferguson returned me
Lawson’s books he said that he never enjoyed any books
better as he could tell that Lawson had lived the life he had
written of. Pleasantly surprised at this deep appreciation of
Lawson coming from such a source, I thought I would lend
him my brother Will's book “The Workingman's Paradis_e,‘
a revolutionary story dealing with the big shearer's strike
in Australia. Will wrote it under the pen name of .'John
Miller.” So I lent it to Ferguson, remarking that w!ule .he
would not agree with its philosophy he would appreciate its
record of a phase of Australian life.

Two days later he returned it to me and to my amaze-
ment, said, “It is the greatest book I have ever read. Do you
know what is the finest passage in the_ book? Xfuu rem?m!aer
the police court scene where th.e magistrate is q_uut.mnmg
a witness? The magistrate insisted t._hat the w:tn‘eu wn;
mates to a man he had travelled with, eaten with, an
worked with. The witness said, ‘Yes, that is so, but we
weren't mates. Mates is them that has b_ut one puss (purse)!

Ferguson knew nothing nbo.u.t Socialism or the Labour
Movement. All his training, environment, p_rqudnn_ wur:
opposed to anything of a radical or wufking class nature, ye
with unhesitating insight he proclaimed the very fumh—
mental truth of extreme Communism. When Ituld him my

brother had written the book he was pleased and interested.
Unhappily, after a short illness, Ferguson dkd a !’sw
months later. : s
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Mrs. Lane and I found very few congenial friends at
La Plata, but there was one exception, Mr. R. Gibson. After
some months I discovered to my delight that he was a lover
of Shelley, Omar Khayyam and chess. So until we left the
works, every Saturday evening Gibson came to tea and
spent the evening playing chess and talking. He was one of
the finest characters I have had the good fortune to meet.
Most unselfish and a natural Communist. Our kiddies
adored him. Born in the north of Ireland, he had gone to
Johannesburg where he was working in a good position
prior to the Boer War. When the war broke out he joined one
of the mounted South African corps raised to fight the
Boers. All his sympathies were with the Boers, but he said
there were only two choices to anyone in South Africa at
that time, to fight with either the Boers or the British.
Gibson said he had lacked the courage to entail the deadly
risk attached to a Britisher fighting for the Boers. He said
his father in Belfast had never forgiven him. He, Gibson,
thinking that he might be killed in the war, made a will
leaving some shares and property he had to his father and
sister. The letter was returned to him unopened! He said he
now never wrote to anyone, nor could we induce him to keep
in touch with us when we returned to Australia, so we have
never heard of him since.
On landing in London on our way back to Brisbane, by
a strange chance we had rooms at Bromley, Kent, just
outside London, two doors from the house Peter Kropotkin
lived in. Kropotkin to me, Bob Ross, Ted Holliday and T.L.
Jones, in the old Vanguard days, had been a veritable
beacon of light, an inspiration and a glory that had captured
our imaginations. His revolutionary activities, sacrifice of
his wealth and caste in the service of the people, his writ-
ings, had endeared him to us. In those far off days, revolu-
tionaries and writers of the Kropotkin type were scarce, and
consequently were more deeply appreciated than today
when there is an embarrassment of riches in this direction.
So it was with eager anticipation that one evening
Mrs. Lane and I introduced ourselves to Kropotkin, his wife
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and daughter. We had a few hours’ intensely interesting
talk. Kropotkin — the man who had defied and scorned
czardom and all its evil works! Who, in his “Memoirs of a
Revolutionist” depicted in fascinating manner the trials,
escapades and glory of the revolutionary, with his flowing
white beard, was indeed a splash of colour in one's experi-
ences.

Although of course I knew that Kropotkin was an
anarchist, I was surprised at his extreme anarchist outlook
on the revolutionary movement. He upbraided us for leav-
ing Cosme, affirming that it was only through the establish-
ment of Communist colonies throughout the world that
capitalist society could be supplanted by the Socialist State.
His belief in the power and possibilities of such Communis-
tic colonies, especially in view of the break down of Cosme
and other similar ventures was pathetic in its simplicity.
One listened amazed to hear Kropotkin, with his super
brain, enthusiasm, and revolutionary ardour, placing his
entire faith in the triumph of Communism on the feeble and
futile foundation of isolated and ignored settlements.

How out of touch he was, even at this period of 1907,
with the Russian revolutionary movement, was apparent to
me when I asked him if he was attending a conference of
Russian revolutionaries then sitting in London at which
Lenin was present. Kropotkin replied with a very definite
no, and his manner made me not pursue the matter further.
He had an intense detestation of State Socialism as exem-
plified in Germany and said it would have to be destroyed
before any real Socialism or Communism could be built.
Events proved that his prophesy was fairly correct,
although “German” Socialism failed from other reasons
than those outlined by Kropotkin.

One of the tragedies of the revolutionary movement is
that anarchists such as Kropotkin can find no place in the
Communist State. This is the fault of anarchism — not of
Communism. The Cosme experience of anarchists such as
Petrie and Adam Tramp, who had devoted their lives to the
working class, indicate the irreconcilability of the two theo-
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with the anarchists though in
e Marxthﬁ?;i:::fﬁ;:iggllz be fought three quarters of a
. dlﬁereriater an(i that divergence of thought however
centu{lible had to be faced and fought whoever may go
Elﬁz in th'e struggle. Kropotkin, when 1 n}lltlet h;‘l’ll'l, :.rl::;ma-
daily visitor to the British Museum, c'omglﬂlng :istoﬁes
mental “History of the French Revol:ltlon. ang{lave orieh
of that epochal period of the world’s progress G
written, but Kxopotkin‘s challengeicopparlstgeii?n alxt il
{lluminati d of the worker s par : :
?ngegcliu;?;:a?)t{: fhr::t}:e man who wrote such a history with
1':;5 burning sympathy and understanding of the Frencth
;.vorker’s ideals, ghould through perverse adherer;;:; ao_
anarchial dogma, be inescapably prec]uded from particip
tion in the Russian revolution.

e =

On our return to Brisbane, 1 found tha.t, there hadtpe%:;na_
noticeable break in the ranksduf t}t"e _St‘oc;alrr[}}‘?r:;::lr:o:; hde
ard, both in personnel and ac jvities.
Eﬁip and enthusiasm whiclh h::d mz}dg :&;}i:nﬂf:h::c:nz
iving force in the promu gation of So¢
Lrim;giples had vanished. The org:.amsatu_xr} had {i?e?e;;tiit}i‘
into a decadent mutual admiration p’oht.x-cgl clu ﬂo WY
“Joe” Collings was secretary and mxsg_mdmg c;nt L; rigir.ml
believed that the Vanguard could be revived an : :;' ErG
pioneering work be continued if I took up the se:l: g V4 5
I agreed to accept this position and had type o
copies of a letter to be deapatched to pld Var;lgufw L g
in all parts of the State. H. Boote, editor ?f t.‘:1 [ pogilae
one of the old Vanguard members, advise 1{1& i 5L
ceed. He said that if 1 did 1 would be met.d?n Bathiit
dence from all quarters insistently deman msg b bt
of neglect and non—acknowledgement. of corre fpt o bl
orders for books. Boote stated that as edltordoanxioua i
he had received a number of complaints :,n *OU2 A the
ries as to what had happened to the Vangw

A ey : l
secretary. In the face of this discreditable position
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declined to take up the secretaryship. Within a few weeks
the affairs of the Vanguard were wound up, with an unpaid
debt for books, unhonoured and unregretted.

I secured a job at Foggitt Jones’ and settled down to
make a fresh start in the hurly burly of working class
agitation. Many changes had taken place during my
absence from Australia. There was evident a slackening in
the activities of the movement in

Queensland along the
straight Communist lines that had been so inspiringly laid

down by Will Lane. True, some of the leaders of the workers’
industrial and political movement still retained a somewhat
faltering faith in the earlier ideals. But the glare of political
action — and advancement — with its material advantages,
was rapidly thrusting into the background the more stren-
wous and less remunerative policy that had prevailed in the
90’s. Also a new generation had arisen who were far
removed from the intensity and turmoil of a decade past.
They had been untouched by the magnetic fire of Will's
genius and Communist teachings, and readily pursued the
easier pathway of orthodox Labourism.

25




Chapter8

In The Firing Line Again

t was then that I became associated with the Amalga-

mated Workers’ Association which later in 1913 amalga-

mated with the Australian Workers Union, the pre§ent
A W.U. The Amalgamated Workers’ Association comprised
workers engaged in the sugar industry, mining, general
bush work, and later extended its membership to include
other classes of casual work also mechanics and tradesmen
working in the north and out back. Arbitration courts had
not yet appeared on the industrial horizon to seduce the
workers and sap the very foundations of militant class—con-
scious unionism. The strength of unionism was conditioned
then, as now, by the determination of unionists to force
their demands irrespective of the restrictions of an arbi-
trary tribunal. The A.W.A. in many a hard fought battle had
established a reputation for militancy second to none, and
was popularly known as the “fighting A.W.A.”

Naturally I was attracted to such an organisation and
confident that here was a wide field for the propagation of
virile working—class policy based on an uncompromising
recognition of the class war. W. McCormack (since to be
Premier of Queensland) was General Secretary, and E. G.
Theodore, recently elected Labour member for Chillagoe,
Vice President. The head office of the union was at
Chillagoe. A branch was formed at Brisbane largely through
the efforts of W. R. (Jack) Crampton, later Alderman in the
Brisbane City Council.

There had been many changes in the personnel and
outlook of the unions in Brisbane during my absence in
South America, and many of the prominent men now active
in the movement were previously unknown to me. Cramp-
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ton was organiser for the Australian Meat Industry
Employees Union, (Queensland Branch), Jack Gilday being
secretary. As a speaker and organiser, Crampton was out-
standing and with a sound knowledge of economics, was an
invaluable propagandist. The A.M.I.E.U., in common with

the AW.A., was a militant union and, largely due to the

unceasing work carried on by “Jack” Crampton, became one

of the bulwarks of progressive unionism in this State. The

solid working class character of the AW.A. appealed to

Crampton, as therein he found receptive field for his revo-
lutionary fervour and flair for Socialist propaganda. At all

and any opportunity, Crampton would propound the gospel

of Socialism and industrial unionism. I well remember a
smoko of the Meat Industry Union held in the old Centen-
nial Hall, Adelaide Street. There was an attendance of
several hundred members and, of course, the beer flowed

freely. In a short time, although the crowd were quite

orderly for such a function, falling bottles, glasses, laughter

and talk created a miniature bedlam. There was the usual

toast list, and Crampton, undeterred by the row or the

indifference and inattention of his audience, delivered a

long impassioned speech on the wrongs of the workers and

the way of redemption. It was typical of the man in those far

off days, and recalls vividly to my mind the fine missionary

work on the industrial field that Crampton unquestionably

has done in his younger days. When the big sugar strike

took place in 1909, Crampton was “borrowed” from the

AM.LE.U. by the AW.A. to take charge of the Mackay

district, the centre of the fight, of the strike. This strike

proved an historical one. Scabs were brought by steamer
from the southern states, and a state of bitter warfare

existed, resulting eventually in a victory for the union.

1 was elected chairman of the Brisbane branch of the
A.W.A., W. Bertram, then secretary of the Storemen and
Packers Union, having resigned. Moir was then a militant
and with Crampton and myself, we were successful in get-
ting firmly established a live branch of the A W.A. with a
large membership throughout the metropolitan area. i
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The Meat Industry Employees’ Union and the A W.A.
consistently pursued a militant policy in the never—ending
struggle for the betterment of working conditions. With the
possible exception of the Waterside Worker and Seaman’s
Unions, other Queensland unions evidenced a growing sec-
tionalism and indifference to the welfare of union activities
in any wider sphere than a narrow sectionalism. The enthu-
siasm for virile working class action which had been such a
driving force during the stirring eighties and early nineties
of the last century, had become a sadly diminished factor.

- L]

In New South Wales a bitter fight was being waged at
Broken Hill resulting in the arrest and trial of Tom Mann
and several other “agitators” on various charges of sedition.
The venue of the trial was shifted to Albury where the
notorious union-hating Judge Pring gave full vent to his
spleen and class hatred of the workers. Mann and several
others were fortunate enough to be acquitted but bound
over, but Walter Stokes and John May were sentenced to
two and three years imprisonment respectively.

Another stormy petrel of the Australian Labour Move-
ment, Harry Holland, at the invitation of the Broken Hill
Socialist group arrived there in February, 1910, and did
some very fine work. I knew Holland well and his revolu-
tionary activities, particularly in Sydney where he edited
and printed the “Socialist Review.” Australia had had many
good rebels who have devoted their lives to the working
class, but no man ever sacrificed more than Holland. For
years, with a spirit of determination which all the bludgeon-
ings of fate could not suppress or silence, unheeding all
consequences, he never faltered in his fiery crusad-e, not

only against the capitalist class and system, but with no
less fervour against Labour po
who in their pursuit of place an
betrayed the workers. Holland thus arouse
hostility and persecution of all Labour re

liticians and union officials
d power sabotaged and
d the bitterest
actionaries
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throughout Australi
ETeatest menace,

It is therefore :
not surprisin :
degenerates at Broken Hi]| Holluntf v::sn: :eft; a't E lﬂm!e
unwelcome

visitor, George Dale j o
i 4 n the “Industrig] History
s l;{rss:g‘he moderat:es on the official cnmb;:: rif Bm“?n
e b Ong exception to hig coming and i v
im the right to speak from the oﬂ'icin]r;ge:ftedly
atform.

a who have ever regarded him ag thejr

to connect them with the blowi ice—cart

took place some time before Hoﬂl:gx::l:-af;;:d‘;! ken whuh
Release committees were formed in w,'-'“ aummu

throughout the Commonwealth with the principal object of

obta.l.nmg the release of the Broken Hill prison ﬂm%m’f

position of secretary of such a committee ﬁt::él n Bris- -0

bane and arranged a series of open air Mmq:':tihe
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Fiveways, Annerley Road, Market (now King George)
Square, and other centres.

We received practically no assistance from A.
Hincheliffe and other officials who were in a position to
effectively do this work, and upon me rested the responsi-
bility of securing speakers for the meetings. The response
from the workers of Brisbane was not encouraging, but
depressing. The prejudice against Holland because he had
dared to criticise the holy Australian Labour Party was
astounding — and pathetic. Some unionists actually
refused to sign the petition to release workers suffering
vicious strike sentences because they detested Holland.

The apathy of Brisbane workers was deplorable as the
following glaringly shows. A well advertised meeting was
held at the old Foresters’ Hall Brunswick Street. The speak-
ers included Dave Bowman, leader of the Labour Party,
Lennon, acting Governor, and other well known Labour
leaders. It was a fine night, and outside of the speakers and
committee there was an audience of one dozen.

The movement here still lacks many essentials of a
bona fide working class, but it certainly has advanced from
the soulless apathy prevailing in those days.

Soon afterwards the Broken Hill prisoners were
released, Holland a few months after the others. In his case
the release was a political move, as the Premier of New
South Wales, having to face a general election, thought
Holland’s release would curry favour with a certain section
of the workers.

Holland continued his revolutionary activities in the
face of unceasing persecution, prosecution and hardship of
every description. Broken in health and finances, many
years later he went to New Zealand and became leader of
the N.Z. parliamentary party. It was a gueer and unex-
pected change of life for such a man as Holland. Bu.t for
many weary years he had bravely carried on without f.hnch-
ing, a heart breaking fight. Who ghall condemn him or
speak harshly because he sought a comparative haven of
rest — a less strenuous part in the working class fight? A

104

Dawn to Dusk

beautiful memorial has been erected by the workers of New
Zealand to the memory of Harry Holland and the workers of
Australia may well remember his faithful service to the
cause he loved and join with the New Zealand workers in
their tribute to their dead leader.

I was happy to renew my old close friendship with
Harry Holland at the 1921 and 1922 All Australian Trade
Union Congresses in Melbourne, where he represented the
New Zealand workers. We saw a lot of each other and I
found that although under strangely altered circumstances,
Holland still retained the ideals — even some of the fire —
of his stormy younger days.

Another instance of the reactionary character of the unions
in Brisbane at this time was in connection with a visit to
Brishane of Peter Bowling, revolutionary agitator, who had
just served several years in gaol as the result of an indus-
trial upheaval in Newcastle. Peter was a rough diamond in
many ways, and was feared and detested by all the respect-
able unionists and politicians, leaders and rank and file
alike.

There was a strong antagonism to Bowling in Bris-
bane, and it was extremely doubtful what would happen
after his arrival. None of the unions or their officials would
sponsor a public meeting to hear Bowling, but "Chu]ie"
Seymour, ex—secretary of the Seamen’s Union, later editor
of the Queensland “Worker,” close friend of Will Lane and a
solid industrialist, Jack Crampton and I went ahead. We
engaged the Centennial Hall and a big crowd rolled up. We
could not induce any union officials to come on the platform,
so we three held the fort. It was a trying experience for me,
as then, as now, I dreaded public speaking. I am not an
orator, and it has been only under certain circumstances —
or emotion — that I face the ordeal — to me — of public
utterance. Shrad O
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Half dreading a hostile reception from the audience,
Seymour in the chair opened the meeting, and Bowling had
a good hearing and silenced the few antagonistic hecklers.

The future of Peter Bowling — the arch rebel? The
war fever caught him in its deadly toils, and he, with many
other erstwhile Labour stalwarts, joined the ranks of the
jingoes and became a fanatical conscriptionist. So, hailed
gleefully by the bitterest enemies of the workers as a true
Labour leader, despised by the toilers, Peter Bowling
passed into oblivion.

&5 =0

My association with the A.W.A. caused me to again turn my
attention to the urgent need of Socialist propaganda. With
an unabated passion for the dissemination of working class
literature, I saw in the militant A.W.A. a golden opportu-
nity to most effectively carry out this work on a more satis-
factory and sound basis than hitherto. Previous ventures in
Queensland in this sphere had always been of a purely
voluntary nature, its finances and organisation subject to
the vagaries of the individuals, with no permanent or satis-
factory source of income. I saw the possibilities of using a
powerful, well-established organisation with branches and
delegates through—out the state, as the organised
machinery to distribute literature. Just as important too,
was the question of finance. If I could only get the constitu-
tion of the union amended to include the purchase and
distribution to members of socialist and working—class lit-
erature, then indeed would be created a propaganda
organisation which would materially influence and affect
the whole Labour movement of Queensland. I mooted the
matter to Crampton, Moir and one or two militant members
in Brisbane. They all readily agreed with its advisability,
considered I could get it endorsed at the next A.W.A, confer-
ence, but were very dubious about succeeding in obtaining
any money to put the scheme into operation. Intent on this
project I nominated as delegate to the first A.W.A. Annual
Conference, to commence at Townsville on January 29th,
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1912, and with J. Moir and W. Bertram (who later became
Speaker in Parliament), secretary of the A.W.A. Brishane
branch, was elected.

The adoption of the Australian Labour Federation
basis of union organisation was in operation only in Queens-
land. Although it had been endorsed at the Ballarat Inter-
state Trade Union Congress in 1891, it had never become
operative. The Brisbane unions were included in a central
organisation on somewhat similar lines to the present
Trades and Labour Council, known as the metropolitan
district council of the A.L.F. Harry Coyne was Queensland
president, Crampton, president, myself vice—president, and
Jack Moir, secretary of the Metropolitan District Council,
were in these respective positions in 1911. Lewis McDonald,
one of the delegates from the Printing Trade Employees
Union, was a militant delegate, Albert Hincheliffe still
being secretary of the Queensland Central Executive of the
Australian Labour Party. There was a definite line of cleav-
age on the council between the militant and moderate sec-
tion. The militants were in & minority, but having more
enthusiasm, brains, and knowledge than the moderates,
often snatched or secured a majority vote on various pro-
gressive questions.

S —




Chapter 9

Brisbane General Strike

immediate past, the time was rapidly approaching when

they would shake themselves free from their inertia and
astonish Australia by proclaiming the first and only general
strike that has ever occurred in the Commonwealth.

This reversal of form arose from a strike of the Bris-
bane Tramway Employees Union in January, 1912. The
union badge was placed on the prohibited list by the man-
ager, and members who insisted on wearing their badges
were sacked. The dispute quickly developed, culminating in
a strike of the drivers and conductors. The company pro-
cured a number of scabs, and with office workers and
inspectors, kept the trams running to some degree. Support
of the Tramway Union was unanimous from the unions,
meetings convened and proposals for and extension of the
strike were freely expressed, growing with ever increasing
approval. Conference after conference of the unions were
held, still no progress made towards a settlement of the
dispute. As president of the A.L.F. Harry Coyne, M.L.A.,
presided at all the meetings of the combined unions. Still
nothing definite was decided upon. Strike resolutions would
be carried by large majorities but the delegates with a few
ex:_eptions could not pledge their unions to take such drastic
action.

At one of these meetings I definitely proposed that a
general strike resolution be submitted to all unions for
decision, and instructions to their delegates to vote on at a
meeting to be held the following Sunday afternoon at the
Trades Hall. The chairman (Coyne) said the strike was a
very drastic weapon and every other avenue should be
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explored before adopting the strike. I retorted that we had
been exploring every avenue for a long time with absolutely
no success and only the strike method was left. The unions
had to use it in support of the tramwaymen — of a vital
union principle — or throw in the towel. The resolution was
unanimously carried and the fate of the struggle was thus
left in the hands of each individual union to decide their
policy.

As the A.W.A. Conference commenced at Townsville
on the following Monday, January 29th, the Brisbane dele-
gates had to leave Brisbane on Friday — the fateful union
meeting was to be held on the Sunday, January 28th. There-
fore I could not remain in Brisbane, though I instinctively
felt that the Brisbane unions, despite their past indifferent
record as militants, would unhesitatingly make history and
declare a general strike. Coming out of the Trades Hall on
Friday with Theodore I said: “I wish I was not going to
Townsville. What I have been looking for all my life, a
general revolt of the workers — is going to come here — and
1 shall be out of it.” Strangely enough, Theodore replied “Oh
well, you might do more good at Townsville.” I believe he
was right, though the good I did he regarded as evil, and
used the full force of his unquestionable power to defeat my
purpose and work, viz. to help build up a genuine Labour
movement.

Moir, acting as secretary to the combined unions com-
mittee, was unable to leave Brisbane to attend the AW.A.
Conference. Bertram, who had political ambitions, and saw
in the A.W.A. a passport to Parliament by A.W.A. selection
outside of Brisbane, defied an instruction from the Store-
men and Packers Union, of which he was paid secretary,
and left for Townsville on the eve of the threatened general
strike. Rightly indignant at this desertion in the hour of
need and crisis, the Storemen and Packers Union dumisud
Bertram, but on his return to Brisbane this decision was
never carried out and he retained the secretaryship until in
the following State elections he was elected Labour member

for Wooloongabba.
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Prior to the general strike, Brisb i
failed to elect Labour members to Pa:l‘?;nl;z(ti ljort;'lnuou?ly
after'math quickly reacted on the political ﬁel,d ‘:hz s
;all:ivmg to capture several hitherto Tory e]ect::r|a.tew‘:t';ﬂmra
olds. Imm_edlﬂtely Bertram was elected he resi ot
secretaryship of the Brisbane branch of the A Wi;g?;d o,
:,Z?ngddl were condemning this abandonmentlof ;‘.hle Art;lnp-
4 th;areo:e one day who defended Bertram's action Cr‘ 3
ol iese p?ntlt]old Theodore that on the ground of];)yal:mp.
i a(r)mi he' parhamegtary Labour Party, the n.‘yto
SIVIE L delfnous of crimes against the wo;'kers w%t
e e e el:lded ]:)y fellow members. This truism l?re
kg :;]p;ra?ssmn since 1912, and while loyalty to tﬁs
ig‘nored,this b{n: self-sacrifice and devotion, is scornfulle
o r’narked‘}::t loyalty to each others misdemeanoumy
ittt g i : ure amongst Labour politicians, is ev :
AnotherJ ds llfy their own shortcomings — big ;Jr l'tt,ler
) joinede egate to the AW.A. Conference (I}V;
orgam‘se,r. pen ::} at Bundaberg. Martens was an :ﬁs W A.
e B banguard days I had corresponded. :tl';
?f v i Vnnguardezl:\:taMm::; Perry. An active mer:lier
; :
rr:‘;?azdi:-latz? became the clog;est o;‘:’l:iz]r;d:‘[: f;ens g
ey ny a hard fought combat at A.W : i,
comven ls s bingliA o W. ._and AWU.
warh P i sl e experience in the
ergy, George Martens, wi nt speaker full of fire and
militant activiti v with his vitwiol;
A L i .rmhc utterances and
sely disliked by the moderates

and reacti :
onaries, an
powerful force in ¢ d for many years was a valued and

the
Martens had to fa Queensland working class vanguard

i ce the tri
inescapable lot of gl] whof]llaa;l:ea:d persecutions that are the

to swim g ai s he ¢ g
e
high places who s he was feared and hu: :ion' A apa_ld
Power and privi] garded him as g geri ed by those in
. eges. Fortunatel ous menace to their
10 ¥, Martens had such solid
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support in the Bundaberg district and elsewhere that he
occupied an impregnable position as organiser and later
secretary of the central branch of the AW.U. He was thus
jmmune from any ballot catastrophe or any attempt that
might be made by Theodore, Dunstan, and W.J. Riordan to
oust him from office. Yetin later years this life long fighter
against the corruption and treachery that is the greatest
evil of the Labour movement today, gbandoned his high
ideals and became 2 valued ally and boon companion of men
he had fought and despised for many years. On the appoint-
ment of W.J. Dunstan, secretary of the AW.U. Queensland
branch, as member of the Arbitration Court, W.J. Riordan,
then president, became secretary, and G. Martens was
appointed — and accepted the position of president. To all
of those who knew the reactionary A.W.U. Queensland
Executive with Riordan as its high priest, the fact that a
militant member had been appointed by this coterie, was
quite sufficient to shatter the reputation of such an appoin-
tee as a true working class leader. If 1 had accepted that
position under similar circumstances 1 should rightly
deserve the most scathing condemnation from all who
regarded me otherwise than as an opportunist or place
hunter. So Martens or anyone else, who, for some ignoble
reasons, sell their principles and soul for their personal
advancement, have no right to complain at the scorn and

criticism of their old comrades.
started his downward — probably many
would term it upward track — Martens mounted still higher

to the summit of Labourite ambitions. Elected to the Fed-
achievement to

eral parliament, Martens added one more
his credit, that of a sycophantic admirer and follower of
fellow politician E.G- Theodore. To realise the true inward-
ness of this phase of Marten's apostasy, one would have to
know — as I know — how Martens hated Theodore. There
is no other word to use in this connection. He had along and
bitter experience with Theodore in the A.W.U. and scath-
ingly eriticised him.
phase of life. Prosperity ed

Still Martens is a living example of this
ually as adversity make us live
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and sleep with some strange bed—fellows, but s

; ’ urel

ing stranger than George Martens, a comrade in am&‘rsno!.h.
Ted Theodore and other like-minded individuals b

&% =0

Reverting to the A.W.A. Conference Ih
! W.A, , [ had asked
tol wire me the result of the historic meetingecfctilimgton
blr}ed Unions representatives that met at the Trade Hﬂmn
Brisbane, Sunday, January 28th, 1912. I i s
lowing wire on Monday mornin "“Th ' rec‘ewe.d b
b g: ey rose like lions after
The fight was on in Brisban ithi
e and
the general strike was extended thr:u ‘}’:lthm o
The A.W.A. Conf g
ey ference at Townsville was obviously th
emy o sfould initiate the strike movement in the 1'1.oz-t-,he
decicﬁadrto Dex:::ﬁi tS}f:i;i. .Ehe grisbane strike committee-
| rike and advised Th
Etzgnilicted president of the A.W.A. to caflogosrt?il-‘:ehogl a;:}
i al;gl;‘:aggwnsvﬂle. We adjourned the conferenc: azd
s g of all the unions to consider the proposed
il .Indust:nYUOgden, one of the representatives ;)f t,;e
moaned and iail:tlzlor:;‘b:‘:::hbq nufl"nbel‘ e
eing forced i i :
z;ll{]dc:‘onc;med Brisbane. Howev:? “:vt: t:nst,nke i
A‘:lg:mem. to vote for the strike res:Jlution e
George Mart::lls“ Er:gclldent wagithat:tan dayﬁipl‘e\'iousl
barbers into the Haj had organised the hairdress y(i
s e & airdressers’ Union. Alex Skirvin per'sS
B ey Tow‘::n.‘had asked me to try and get g,bsecrt;;
meeting, some oz'vtl,:lle‘ We were successful, and d:rinr m:l‘;
that they might b e prospective unionists express dgf 2
that there was n: c: :;e.g.';"’l""d in a strike, I assurefl thiﬁ
sibilit i
hoursl the general strik ity of such a tragedy. Within 48
Senitar il e was declared and th
and were fi ranks of unionism had thei o o
orced to become wicked strike ex'r heguats
rs!

“Bill” M
cCormack, as secretary of the A.W.A., became

general secretar
¥ of the stri .
e strike committee, How he ascended
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or descended from that high and responsible office at
Townsville in 1912, history has recorded. Posterity will
judge him as strike leader and Labour Premier, probably to
the latter’s great disadvantage.

Once the strike was declared, it caught the imagina-
tion of the workers of Townsville. Like a bush fire, the
enthusiasm spread and one could almost visualise a com-
plete triumph for the workers. Record meetings were held,
at one of which, Fred Martyn, then secretary of the Far
Northern district of the AW.A., made an oratorial bon mot
which for many years has been quoted in A W.U. circles.
Martyn, no one would accuse him of being a militant, said
in his oratorial flight: “There is no reason why the workers
of Townsville chould not have & first—class revolution on
high—class lines.”

McCormack was in his element as & strike leader and
evinced unquestionable ability and the necessary verve to
conduct a big scale strike. Many exciting incidents occurred.
I was with McCormack in the strike committee rooms the
first morning of the strike. A man with bulging eyes rushed
in exclaiming “Mac, three cabbies are out on the cab rank —
what will we do?” “Do?” replied McCormack, “Why, upset

the bastards, but, don't come and tell me you have done it.”

As the police force had been sadly depleted to rein-
force the hard—pressed police in Brisbane, detachments of
police were hastily rushed from wherever they could be
obtained. In the meantime the police had a hard and worry-
ing time. The weather was blazing hot, and a crowd of
strikers would march two or three miles out of the centre of
the city. Of course, the police had to g0 with them to prevent
possible trouble. On returning to the town, a fresh crowd

would march, shouting and demonstrating, in the other
direction with the unfortunate police as an unwilling body—
guard. .
At one of the strike committee meetings it was
reported that a train load of frozen meat was to be taken
early in the morning from Alligator Creek works to the
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wharf at Townsville for shipment. The committee discussed
the best method to checkmate this move.
A delegate, well known in Townsville, solemnly rose
f"d with a stately c_lram.atjc gesture and deep tones, said
Cogl_rades, thgt _tl_-am will nf}t arrive at the wharf. This is
nmy ig r(?SpDnSlblIlt_Y. Lealve it to me.” The committee asked
o questions and this saviour of the situation marched out
of the room to carry out his obligations. Whatever doubts
any of us might have had to the fate of the train load of meat
were quickly settled by its safe arrival at the wharf acc r?l
ing to the bosses plan. Either the supposed plot or plar:) 0 ;
the r_esponsible delegate had failed, probably the latt o
he dldRmJt1 appear for several days. T
ea isin.g that after a week or ten days ti
?:P;:i;g;; ?;{}I(I:e w&sga]led off, collapse and diysastgemrivﬁ}:l?;
: w, McCormack and I conferred on the ques-
:;re.eg\’ih';ztgisgw the danger of the situation, and itqwe:s
el Wilc-e otrmack as.general secretary of the strike
S C,o = 0 .the Brisbane strike committee chair-
strik'e alt Toy\arvn‘ l_-ill’gmg that committee to advise that the
ey sville be called off. I also sent a private wire
We learned Jtmour, ihey et.iitor of “Worker” on the matter
iy er, on returning to Brisbane, that Coyne d
‘ ommittee members stren ; kil
Townsv111e PR Ry uously opposed the
ingly wired the desired i e
wire from Brisbane I&c(‘:nStructlon. el L
the strike committe‘e andc'rmmck ca“ﬁ!d b 4 0l
ead the Brisbane wire. With that

strange perversit;
y of s s dis
had practically to blud po mdividuale, HE BEmEEEH TR

as dolefully because itgeon into the strike now wailed just

was to be ended. They accused the

A-W.A. of und
A erground : :
McCormack in roplyead engineering and wire—pulling.

a strike, but i very truly, that it i

know whe-tlln‘-t::tcr::afltle!-l demanded courage a“t:il?netzfg t: i

the other unions it off, and to do so. However heg nF; t_o

would agree and i::antEd to remain on strike 'the ;.a;if';;f

many other unionistm embers would be still en' strik . h :
s would be rushin prid 4
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to their jobs. The motion to call the strike off was eventually
adopted and the unionists of Townsville had cause to be

'~ thankful that this policy had been carried out.

In Brisbane the workers had responded whole-

. heartedly to the strike call, and the city and country were

industrially paralysed. The solidarity displayed was an
inspiring example of the workers power and unity, and it
was a tragedy that as such it was permitted to end in
disintegration and humiliating defeat. This disastrous
finish was due to the leadership of men who, “dressed in a
little brief authority,” could not or would not see the inevi-
table collapse of a long hopeless fight against jmpossible
odds. Bloated with an erroneous idea of their own import-
ance and intelligence, Harry Coyne, Joe Collings, and other
foolish leaders, continued to tell their audiences that the
workers were “winning all along the line.”

As a display of working class determination to stand
and fight together for a vital union principle, the Brisbane
general strike was magnificent. Its final collapse after six
weeks' fight was a debacle that could have been averted if
the leaders had had the “courage and intelligence” to end
the strike when it was definitely seen that the entire forces
of the State were arraigned against the workers. If that had
been done, the Brisbane general strike would have suc-
ceeded in giving & lesson of working class solidarity, discipl-
ine and intelligence, that would have always remained to
the credit of the workers.

At the A.W.A. Conference, 8 keen debate ensued on
proposed amendment to the rule that accepted small
employers as members of the union. It is interesting to note
that McCormack strongly supported the exclusion of all
employers while Theodore vigorously opposed it. McCor-
mack said that business men only joined from business
reasons. An employer might be & good unionist as long as
his interests were not touched, but, as soon a8 they were, he
opposed the unions as bitterly as anyone. He opposed the
admission of employers. Publicans, for instance, often
joined to get custom, but they would be no help if the wages
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of those they employed were propose i
mack, continuing, said he waps slljlr;r‘iiszzizet lialfeg-hMcCor-
Just because he (Theodore) was a politician ana h ZOdOl‘e.
from‘ some erppipyers who voted Labour, he was \a\-'&;ll“'mﬁls
:;uncr;f'we principle for expediency. Socialists anilng to
ployers were absolutely opposed and there could e
community of interests between them. The ki
compromise. - fnes
When in the fullness of time, McCorma
v : Ck
Ei:o;‘rtﬁ?rzster apd a member of the Queenslanbdeclgﬂzua
kil tJhust.restlua.n_ I?;abour Party, he always insistentl :
ia i eLreg:ognltlon and endorsement of “approved{
R ey st t: our reprgsentatives, although it must be
e and thut ot s palitict) Lebrur Pavty, Hhe n
: ; ur Party.
g:nn;[l);omlsed by reducing the number );f.l;hnipclznference
‘Ze:nmtc?mber could employ from five to two v
oured alie?uéfr}rir;noézfn::;r{iili?e thl(: Eule W
e evoked strong o iti
) thai T};een;:al”y .defeated by eight votes to sgix. li'l;ﬂ:i:;ﬂg
e Australci:ausmn of coloured workers who were re:i
P sl ddirn _was wrong both morally and materiall :
e s riam Surh;StlﬁEd by any intelligent workin c]ay’
vl woulci mteigftfr deciding to admit employsrs tl::
iy ject workers who as good unionists
_It was on this motio
?‘R’fi:: I\thh A and’n“\‘ﬁlt?lt ]:ef':irizt; ca:'Le into direct
tionar: 0‘{-‘5',“"“- was in constant warfaprp ar_ed fr'om o
schonlgopo icies and utterances. Theod et e
. e o it odore raved like a
an Labour Movement “by b i
tralia Policy.” I listened inyﬂ.mr%kmg b e
Utt(?rar.mes o e e;ﬁment t.? the puerile, stupid
Sl dline denat s Wm_k(-}::;dme s lips in his bitter

F, Martyn rem
: k
national Socialism, :Jt :d that he was not opposed to inter-

as they were u““"‘"‘kable_e had no sympathy with my ideals
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McCormack agreed that the problem was a serious
one and as a matter of self-protection against a large army
of potential scabs that the coloured workers should be
organised.

Two days later two Japanese warships arrived in
Townsville and hundreds of seamen came ashore. The dele-
gates came into contact with them in the afternoon after the
conference had adjourned. The Japs. were an interesting
study. Clean and strictly sober, they were 2 marked con-
trast to British Navy men ashore, who often “paint the town
red” and end up with a riot. Many of these Japs. spoke
broken English and they intermingled freely with the con-
ference delegates, including Theodore. One of the Japs.

gave me & cigarette and when 1 proceeded to light it with a
match, he ejaculated: “No! No!” and with his lighted ciga-
rette in his mouth held his head up for me togeta light. The
next day a large cartoon by Theodore was handed round the
conference table depicting the above scene and entitled:
“Lane in his celebrated ‘Brotherhood of Man’ act.” 1 secured
the cartoon, a Very good one. Some years later when Theo-
dore was acting Premier, a Japanese warship arrived in
Brisbane and became the honoured guests of Theodore. A
photo of the Jap. officers and Theodore smoking cigars was
published in the “Daily Mail.” Naturally it recalled the
Townsville incident. George Martens suggested that he take
Theodore's cartoon of me to Parliament House and get
Harry Ryan, then member for Cook, who was a fair cartoon-
ist, to draw a cartoon of Theodore smoking with the Japs.,
and to circulate the two cartoons round the House.

Ryan apparently agreed, and the cartoon was left with

him. But something must have happened. The plan or car-

toon never eventuated, neither could Martens or 1 ever

recover Theodore’s Town sville cartoon of me.

= =
The danger of paid officials on conferences becoming the
tion to debar all

predominating factor was discussed on a mo
gates. This was defeated, but a motion
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I moved restricting the number of paid officials eligible t
attend cu'nferent{es as delegates, to one from each district?
was carried. This became operative at the next ballot t.c,.
e}ect conference delegates and resulted in several paid offi
cials who had been elected having to give place to memb :
of the rank and file. o
How necessary such safeguards agai
cesst gainst the control
L:}a‘bour organisations }Jy paid officials is manifest to anyo::
¥h° has take_n part in A.W.U. conferences of late years
ere the} I.?ald officials with their vested interests nnd;
natura}: dlsl_nke to a_nytl.hing of a progressive nature have an
zz:r!\:lr el;-]mng majority and the machine remorselessly
steam-rollers every attempt to inf irili ili
o BN T p use virility or militancy
On the amalgamation of th
e AW.U. and AW.A. i
1913, the restriction of paid offici legaten
g paid officials as conference delegates
Theodore moved the followi i
! wing resolution in relati
the Bln‘sl:)anle General Strike which was t:ﬂ1'!'ieda*.t:‘.ll?:;nti[i
l’rll'li%ll.::s yt. This conference views with approbation the mag-
t,yra::l it%a:l:l taken by the Brisbane workers against the
i aynd ; e employers and the inaction of the Govern-
SuccessOfthzs;zfe:zletp.::ss its entire satisfaction at the
: neral stri e principle.” £100 w i
ted to Brisbane in aid of the general strike fu:g.also b

5
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Chapter 10

e

A.W.A. Literature Distribution

opposition to my proposal that the rules be amended to

provide for the purchase and distribution to members of
Socialist and working class literature. I stressed the need to
disseminate such literature as the most effective method to
educate members and build up a sound industrial organisa-
tion. W. Bertram said money could not be better employed
than in this direction. J. Stopford, then an A.W.A. organiser
at Mount Morgan, in support said that the movement had
nothing to be afraid of. Far better that a union should be
small and solid than big and loosely connected. Other dele-
gates also agreed and the resolution was carried unani-
mously.

After I had pointed out that the resolution would go in
the waste paper basket unless money was definitely set
aside by the conference to purchase literature, it was agreed
to donate £50 from the sugar strike fund art union.

A proposal I submitted that threepence per member
per annum be granted to the literature fund was considered
too excessive, but a resolution was carried “that it be an
instruction to the executive to spend a sum of not less than
£100 per annum on literature.”

A Literature Committee comprising “Jack” Crampton,
E.G. Theodore, J. Moir, W. Bertram and E.H. Lane, was
appointed to choose and recommend literature to the execu-
tive and to purchase same if such recommendations be
endorsed.

As an actual fact, except with the approval of Cramp-
ton and Moir, I carried out the functions of that committee.
Theodore never interested himself and did not know that
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the gun was even then loaded to deal a staggering blow to
the power and reactionaryism of officials. When the litera-
ture a year later was circulated amongst the AW.U. and
A W.A. members throughout Queensland — then Theodore
woke up and the explosion took place.

=08 &5

Another interesting question dealt with by the conference
was a definite scheme of amalgamation with the Meat
Industry Employees Union submitted by the A.W.A. This
scheme adopted by the conference was a sound one but, of
course, was subject to agreement by the M.LE.U. This
apparently was delayed and eventually the scheme was
abandoned and the desired amalgamation never
materialised.
On my return to Brisbane 1 drafted a list of pam
and _book‘,ets published by Kerrs, the AmericmiJ aSoEi}:alﬁzi
p}lbhshing house, Chicago, and forwarded it to the execu-
tive office, Chillagoe, for endorsement. This was given with-
out question, evidently without any knowledge of the
revolutionary character of many of the publicatign in th
selected list. There is no doubt that if that had be Skm i
the executive under the urge and guidance Dfe;b nt:iwn,
would have, without any hesitation, refused to end: P s
purchaste of sv:xch literature. Fortunately this :er?;::.;};e
was not ex i i 2
ercised on this occasion and after CO“Siderablz

delay a sum of £50 was mad s
committee. e axilalletadiie literary

As an old shareholder in Kerr ishi
t.?:e full shareholder’s and trade d?sf:::ts}:‘mg Coy., I got
ht:erature ordered. I had been in constant c?ar i 4'W'A'
with Ke.rrs in connection with the pmpngandmmﬂmcation
old Social Democratic Vanguard, so it was o otk of the
vigour and pleasure that 1 again got in tuuchm'th o
constant correspondence with various membe':-"th them. In
company, particularly Mary Marcy of “Work Sé;f the Kerr
fame, I found the greatest assistance and resul °P Talks”
source. i this
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The International Labour Movement, particularly the
English-speaking section, owes a deep debt of gratitude to
Kerrs for the fine pioneering printing and publishing work
carried out by them nearly fifty years ago. In these modern
days of practically unlimited publication, of an endless
stream of pamphlets, treatises, and books on Communism,
Socialism and every conceivable phase of economics and
working class thought, it is impossible for the newer gener-
ation to imagine the place that Kerrs filled as propagandists
in the Labour movement. Through their enterprise and
determination was placed in the hands of countless workers
the teachings of Marx, Engels and other leaders and found-
ers of the present day working class movement, which oth-
erwise would have remained unknown.

In addition, Kerrs published “The International
Socialist Review,” a monthly magazine contributed to by the
brainiest and most advanced Socialist and working class
thinkers from all countries. First published in 1900, this
magazine supplied a world view of international affairs and
a re-perusal of its earlier numbers provides & startling
example of prophecies and criticism of many apparently
sound Labour policies and activities in various countries
that history has since revealed as correct to the last detail.
The Russian situation from 1900 onwards, a critical analy-
sis of the German Social Democratic party as far back as
1910, were all truthfully detailed and reviewed in this mag-
azine.

An aftermath of the Brisbane General Strike was the intro-
duction into Parliament by the Tory Denlgam (_}overnment
of anti-strike legislation under the elusive h:‘.le of “The
Industrial Peace Act.” The Labour Party in Parliament was
in a hopeless minority and as all anti-working class legisla-
tion always commanded & strict line up of Tory members,
the passage of the Bill was obviously only a matter of time,
and all Labour opposition useless.
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in the street going to 8 union conference and dictating its

policy!”
And this uncamouflaged repudiation of any rights of
the unions to advise or influence Labour politicians by an
alleged rank and file industrialist, Harry Coyne, was actu-
ally applauded by many delegates! The unions today are far
short of what they should be, but they are at least in
advance of this slavish adulation of Labour politicians, that
was such a pitiable feature in 1912.

In order to avoid a humiliating defeat of the resolu-
tion, 1 withdrew it. The Labour Party opposed the Bill,
through all its stages, without any effect whatever, and on
the last day left Parliament in body as & protest.

= =

This record would not be complete without a more than
passing reference to our new home in Brisbane. On deciding
to settle in Brisbane, Mrs. Lane took up the onerous task of
finding a house. I had resolved that our permanent home
would have to have beautiful gurroundings with a good
view. One evening Mrs. Lane, after gearching for months,
said she had found the desired place, overlooking St. Lucia
with an enchanting vista of woods, farms, river and moun-
tains. Thus we found our present home «Cpgme.” Apart from
the outlook, the jmmediate gurroundings of “Cosme” are
unique, inasmuch as it i8 practienlly in the bush though so
close to the centre of the city. Our “gully” is always & sheer
delight with its wealth of trees and shrubs and its

solitude. Gum trees, palms, bamboos, tree ferns, mangoes,
papaws, poinciana, bougainvillaes, poinaetbin. and frangi-
panni, with creepers anda lequentared lawn make “Cosme”
a real dream of beauty. With years of enjoyable toil I ter-

raced the gully thus finding happy surcease from the
unending conflict that was the warp and woof of my exis-
tence.

‘When «Jimmy” Stopford was oné of the rebel army, he
visited “Cosme” once

when 1 was working at the terraces

——
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Part 3

A.
‘27. g Amalgamation
nd Degeneration

Chopter 11

Swing to the Right

In compliance with a resolution of the AW.A. conference

at Townsville, Messrs. Theodore and McCormack repre-
gented the AW.A. at the amalgamation conference held
2, at which the following bodies were
represented: Australian Workers' Union, Rural Workers'
Union, Amalgamated Workers' Association, Australian
Carriers’ Union and Amalgamated Rabbit Trappers’ Union.

The conference agreed that each union should submit

the question of amalgamati
members. The result of the voting was
favoured amalgamation by large majorities,
being almost unanimous on the subject — only 24 votes
being recorded against. The membership of the A.W.A. was
over 11,000, At the conference in Sydney in June, it was
decided that if the amalgamation scheme i
further conference would be held in Sydne;
in January, 1913, for the purposé of discussing the basis of
MessTs. Theodore, McCormack and dJ.

amalgamation.
Mullan represented the A.W.A. That conference drafted and

adopted a constitution both of the AW.A. and A.W.U. The
ensuing final conferences of the two organis i i
January, 1913, did not have power to alter that constitution
and could only draft by-laws for their own branch.

This merging of the AW.A. and the AW.U. into the
ation, the present AW.U., was anticipated by
members of the AW.A. to bring about & distinct
advance to the whole union movement throughout Aus-
tralia. We fondly believed that the fighting working class
outlook and basis of the AW.A would outweigh and sub-

merge in a chort time the moderate, even T

in Sydney in June, 191

one organis
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t the conference in order to protest and also to

wyorker” &
find how other delegates regarded the matter.

= =

The conference dealt with the amalgamation conference,
Theodore and McCormack submitting reports. It ig of inter-
est to note what the latter said regarding Arbitration
Courts. He said (inter alia), “To be frank, he might tell the
conference that there was no intention to apply to the Arbi-
tration Court for an award on behalf of the miners because
in North Queensland today that trade enjoyed petter condi-

tions than they could secure from an
i e

also because they could

methods ordinarily employed.

a.malgnmat.ion's policy in regard to the mining industry. He
might tell them, too, that the amalgamation was not going
to be governed by the Arbitration Court, not, as one dele-

gate had remarked, «The time has gone past when the Arbi-

tration Court sh

McCormack also said tha
mation conferences it was stal
were to be considered in prefi
anionists, the AW.A. could not see its way

His experience of the A W.A. was

feeling was against Arbitration and he had never known &
resolution passed favouring the princip]e of arbitration and

conciliation.
The A.W.A. had never recognised the principle of

Arbitration Courts, but had always fought its many fights
e or et el the solid foundation of the militant
unionism of the members. Yet, within two or three years,
irit of the union became absolutely sub-
amalgamation who wor-
to Arbitration

5
§

this essential spi
merged by the moderates of the

shipped at
Courts.

the political ghrine and bowed
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On the grou
t"e:)llawingg;r m;;l;no; tmhe danger of an “Asiatic i '
ence condemns th ‘(’}VEd was defeated: “Th Tvagmnn' e
scheme as it regarde h'_:"Tl'lmon\avealth cﬂmpu? this confer-
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herewith enacted :}'Lthat unless such amendi e
endeavours to effect, is organisation shall ing clauses be
YOUFE to éffact & repeal of tho el Sering 5
never put into o g re_sulution L Srovait 8 efence Act.”
from conference t,gerﬁtmn" “That it be a ras i
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exchange depart r the purpose of establl-y Eontl‘lbute 15
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educate its memb);rs . will strengthen the

B
The president,
' , E.G. L
lee:;ture report I S:f;‘e?dore. during the dis ;
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of the ayorker” newspa-
¢h that the present overwhe'lming prominence
inst the indus-

ous dissatisfact.ion amongst AW.A
1 to the best interests 0 the

1 stated that it was desired to know if the delegates,
roughout Queensland, were satis-

represent'mg members th :
fied with the decided political gwing in the «Worker” with a

consequent grave neglect of the industrial and more import-
ant phase of the movement. The worker” had been estab-
lished as an organ of revolutionary working class thought
ver intended to be used as 8 panderer to expedi-
ent politicians. George Martens seconded the motion.
Theodore, who had vacated the chai
hand in the discussion, was furious. A special wijorker” had
arrived that day with 2 full page cartoon of the One Big
Union and page after page of industrial news- It was palpa-
bly a gpecial issue to counter the criticism that it was known

would take place at the conference Theodore, waving the
“Worker”, emphasised its strong industrial character. 1
interjected that if the «Worker” had been half as go0
during the year the motion of protest would not have been
necessary-

I was curprised at the strong support the motion had
from practica‘ﬂy all the delegates — with the exception of
the executive and secretaries, which included J ack Dash, F.
Martyn, J- Mullan and, of course, Theodore and McCor-
mack. 1t was the outstanding debate of the conference and
the political apologists were hopelessly beaten. Seeing how
the vote was going to result, McCormack warned the confer-
ence that if the motion was carried, it would mean the
resignation of Albert Hinchcliffe, manageT, Charlie Sey-
mour, editor, and the whole of the “Worker” board.

1 said I did not desire to force that position, and if the
object of the motion was attained through the discussion
then I would withdraw the motion. This was done and the
following resolution was moved by H. Ryan, and carti

g
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“That it be an instruction to our d
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The conclusion of this final c
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with the amalgamation of th
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“pehind his pack.” 1 heard him in amazé

him

put had the good sense not t0 argue,
i 1 had not even mentmned him,
ne and that Theodore had put

t possible defence of the «Worker's” palitical

lAlbert. Hincheliffe stated that, rather than _publish in
the «yorker” 8 report of the conference discussion on the

syorker” he would resign!
] =

Arising from the publication of the AW.A. conference
report, 1 had my first experience of the unscrupu\ous cen-
sorship that is unhesit.atingly exercised by the A.WJ:I.
bureaucrats and Australian Labour Party “press” commit-
tees of conventions on all militant delegates who have the
audacity to expose festering soTeS and attempt the appar-
ently impossible task of keeping the official Labour move-
ment clean and honest.

The “Worker” report of the Rockhampton conference,
published in weekly instalments, completely exorcised all
reference to the criticism of the «Worker's” pnlit.ical policy
but emphasised the conference motion appreciating the
sound financial position of the paper- Before the official
report was bound and jssued, I gecured a coPY and saw that
the same inexorable censorship had been applied. 1
immediately wired to McCormack at Townsville, where he
was acting secretary for the AW.A, asked who was respon-
sible for this gross censorship and demanded that he
immediately instruct Hincheliffe to withhold the publica-
tion of the report until it was remedied and a full report
inserted.

That wire cost me /6, 88, foolishly, I did not make it
a collect wire. It was three weeks before McCormack replied
to my protest and demand. In the meantime, of course, the
censored report was issued and only those at the conference
ever knew the truth. McCormack said that he «ynderstood”
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that the general secretary,
the deletion in the report.

Since then, I, in common 1
delegates, have suffered contin:t:s}; :Ligr(;;l}er e
?tres‘s;on in A.W.U. convention reports. Alwaysui’na:(rln'sup-
w}:;re i:‘z:\ilgb?rotested and instead of getting any redlr!:;r-
it y sneere;i at and insulted as “limelight i
ying to the gallery. Needless to say that Graygnd;el;s

Blakely, BB]II.QS, Dunstan, R.)D'Ida[l, alld every TIIO(IBI ate or
leactlmlary’ alway rece Ved the (ullest pub]lmty mn the
(] 5

notharjlotth:i\:;g attenc}ed many A.L.P. conventions, [ have

o convmt.e experience except that at the 1921 %‘ederal

gk tmttlhl was the victim of the severest censor

e ad cri;cis; 2?1’?}: OSCDmplete obliteration, in m;f

. eodore and my d :

4 Hat

ﬁur‘httg get the Socialisation plank made gh E?Perate anfes
. “;% atform. e first plank of the

ith regard to i

this appli my articles in the “Dai »

nectiogup:::hmtﬁre pacticulariy, ta the SR y‘:‘;i’ssot}a“dal'd.

Robertson, vin«fi:&?\?:? znder _the tragic editorship l“;nfyAcl?:l;

il assation. ensorship was exercised, ending with

J. Mullan, was responsible for

The Labour P ith 1

S 'arty, with its comrade i

24 He1 ana;ro: 1-“:-:;-5,sl_l‘mn'l to tatters” when theeL;:;n?: 25- oy

i s e lory org.anisation applies cens: ?\Yern-

e i ks eir political or industrial ene e I

sy e cenrmcs.nf Tory censorship still by

Wil B thesmhlp methods not to their poln?l:'re {uth-

preeribriirafh ciod workgrs who in many inst s i

e ped to build up the Australian L:l::::f: l\}lmve
ove-

=0
1t was in 19 -
12 that I fi
outstandin 1 fivat met “Pat” Hi
s Tl:eghl_::::(!nahtles of the New Ze:l{;::ie{: gne iy
flict, in which t}t:a] Waihe miners strike wa:i mglmove-
whole power of the S .
184 e State was placed at
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ini i iged lawless-
disposal of the mining compam_es'and organiseé
t:lneesslse?aen up to the point of the killing of a striker, backe

and spent about seven months in Australia, travelled many

thousands of miles, and addressed hundreds of meetings,
sometimes 85 many as six in oneé day. . ;
Nearly £19,000 was collected in Australia, the u:}mns
generously responding to the appeal for help- Wht‘m Hickey
arrived with an ent.husiastic letter of introduction to me
from our deat, mutual comrade «Bob” Ross, then editing the
«Maoriland Worker,” T was at first surprising\y disap-
pointed at this seemingly quiet, casud individual, who
remarked that “the mosquitoes were a nasty pest.” Hickey
stayed at «Cosme,” and we soo0m discovered that Pat did not
belie his fine reputation as an inspiring worker and leader
of a revolutionary working class movement. It was Hickey
who, during the revolt of the militant Maoriland unionists
against the Arbitration Court, in summing up the issue,

said: “Loyalty to your class — of loyalty to the enemies of

your class. Whenever that position arises every unionist
should stand prepared to toss every argument (or award) to
Helll” This was translated by the N.Z. capitalist press into
the phrase, uo Hell with Arbitrat.icn."

Hickey was innately permeated with the wanderlust
and in his younger days had sought adventure in Alaska
and later worked — and struck — in the Colorado mines,
and was an intimate of Big Bill Haywood and Eugene Debs.
His labour record even in 1912 was one of which many &
man might be proud. One of the founders of that uncompro-
mising union workers' organisation, The New Zealand Fed-
eration of Labour, genera‘lly known (feared or loved) as the
‘;]:.ed F::.dé',dﬁickey haddb:en the first secretary of the N.Z

iners’ Fe eration an ormerly gener .
United Federation of Labour. i ol i
gometime sub—editor and acting editor of the “Maori-

land Worker,” secretary of various jmportant conferences,

€
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with wides
prea Tye "
sented the best(:vﬁ:)cetwfnlies in all directions, H
ype of Labour le s, Hick
ader. ey repre-

Naturall
y, we
to me than anyone eg‘“ame thé:sloatihucli
e, with the exception ‘;‘"E‘]radesi closer
of Bob Ross
, and

this dee 2

p friendshi u

de : 1p rema

ath in Melbourne afew‘;:grl;nbroken uritil the dayat
ago. y of hig

There
between was a close b
: the old . ond and similari
militant DOliciesﬁagr?dhng AW.A. and the* “lllzamy of outlook
ghtl}:h served to stilldetetshtation of the Arbeif F:d.” s
oth havin urther in ration Co
IvIng a com RS crease urts
real Tl:llssion of ur:filgnl objective and ide?llll; ,mutual Tegard:
organiser and write nism. A magnetic s in respect to the
ever he went. Latr of ability, Hickey lgf?ﬂk_er_ persistent
‘{-;Eafg{ed g Orga“is:l-rbhihretumed to Autszusl'mark widel
n Railways Uni y the Victori ralia and
n ian was
llslnd branch. It wl;;;n e transfle):?'m:h of the Austra-
M. Hyett, ARU. gitlthat o the Queens-
h;cd:f]-waz aPDreachegrtiltsicretf"y- digdns(;ddshaf; i
mne a. en
Wi ined, and ca e up the BT and
li]:th be "‘ﬂ“im'.-'.icall-:e S Queenslan‘:iaclant position. But
3 St\i}:’iﬂg o e “Oh askke d him why.
en Hick men'’s shoes.” you know, I don’t
vacancy on ey was returni v
the Q turning t
w ul oA :
ould have suited e;::lar}lld “Worker” 1.l].istf::.rmm- there was a
» who was looki ary staff, which
ing for a job. I was a

member of
Hi the “Worker”
ickey the job. J (;;];:i homrdiatds dide s
; H y utmost to
get

manager, b n
the , both knew Hickes the edito
Hid::use of their d:‘:lckey well — a:& :}f:d ATk bl
i gtermination not to ndyiof s tin oo
r° had passed. ey schemed and w:‘;le ]a rebel like
gled until th
e

A fe
from th W years previ
Australe e_dlturﬂhip, t}e]:loug}y, when C. S
“nnssuasfa' Hickey a ??Sltion was ad' EyNNE resigned
e
1, wh ard and con eodore ically bri
him tir;we heard th:f‘;:,"f’lled the Bi"::st,chairmn“:f t:d
appointment, b ickey had a 11} ion. Crampto e
s bl “"Viﬂuainrll}-.led' tried hard t o
eodore determi o get
i rmined to
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Lt urism, from entering
e «gorker” and the P i

y recommended by every Labour politician in West
appoint,ed. He has held the position ever

ified his selection as & loyal
i , offi-

organiser for som time,
impossib‘te task
to establish @ Labour daily-

i in Au ¥land. He made 2

4 a printing business
success of this venture, but ultimately abandoned it and

settled in Melbourne, W ere he subsequent‘ny died, a com-
parat'wely young man.

=

amphlets from Kerrs, US.A., in two

1913, was the beginning of a contin-
ist and militant working class propa-
o TR AU members
i the fate that would await
indifferent oF hostile officials if sent in
bulk to the yarious district offices, obtained & full list of
all mining camps, Sugar mills, shearing sheds, railway
gangs in Queensland and dispat i
literature to each one. It was 8 i
1abour of love,
comrades who likewise T
this work, the AW.U. in Queens\and was flooded with this
literature.
Included in the literature obtained th
were the writings of Marx, Engels, Morris, Spargo, Bax,
Haywood, Jack Londom, Kautskey, Kropotkin, Lafargue,
Jim Connolly, Mary Marcy, Trautman, Simons, Professor
Heron, and many others of the recognised Jeading writers

The arrival of the P

en and later

and propagnndists of the world Labour movement.
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Later I m :
money from thzn:xged to literally drag a furth
copies of “The Tr iﬁutwe and remember pu er amount of
worth of the “Inteu _ablmt the Waihi Stﬁkrc,,hasmg 200
t Siidcahanpdial n:natw_nal Socialist Review neKnnd £10%s
tile to the litegat agamn?" Theodore particull errs’ mag-
every possible Obs‘t)re project atidedidsrmabily arly was hos-
tee getting the m e e thaliiansa

At the et allocated by the A.W e commit-
was a delegate ar;fivme cﬂr}ferenCe 1 met'“J'in_;ncl‘\’d“fel’ence_
also a member of th 32 active worker in the AW untio, T8
later came to Brisbe malgamated Engineerir; UA thathe
committee render cla'ne and as a member of t}% nions i
the literature. Al ed invaluable service in th A literature
ment, Jim ha.d oc"zay? an active worker in th: E“‘;“lation of
and was Chairmanumed responsible positions i abour move-
in 1938, of the Brisbane Labour ])Eal; éha A.EU.

ommittee

A brothe
r, Jack £
neer, and a live , now in Westralia
with Thendore“;?\Tgber of the old AWA., :-ias %]1150 an engi-
et t_MCCOI‘mack_ After"thzsely associated
to_how unionists she 1;13’ made certain recom . general
with them. He Wa:u d deal with scabs whe T?endatlons s
f“ced to six month a;rest‘*d, committed f h forcedl £ WS
e served. A littl s hard labour in Bo ‘;{ briab BT R
1e_tt:e:r from him inew‘;;l.hle ago Mrs. La?lgeo oaid ganl, Wiiich
‘;}':g'-y and enthusiar:;}: he lovingly recallzrt;i}f h?g B oo
osme,” , with : e old da
il th;:e;eahe met his ?uiﬂi:l:}.rwd for the beiflt?;
executive to s evidentl i
est : Yy no 1 3
by the c““fEren::hlSh a book d epa::i[-ﬁntmn of the AW.A
li:t:“ﬂ matter, th‘;ugrll'\es‘ﬂ“d to endea::\: g Teccmmendeé
is of"ery restricted m: as an individual it :nto do something
end some historic anner. I issued ust obviously be
nd of the b value, is in an appeal whi :
adk: Rartell e \;hlch as it
ndum at the
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books 1 had to

Eng\and, ew Zealand, and a few

from Andrade, Melbourne.
y difficulties happily some fine
e. The response 1 received
was encouraginé and until after the outbre of war in 192
] i the saddle of poweT, thus automati-
a working class
d and distributed-

nature, very
In some instances 1 received from small mining o7 railway
camps, orders an from many distant and jsolated parts
of the State thirsty gouls WIo to me with appreciat.ion of
this effort to spread the light.

Those far ¢f days of boo hortage and difficulties are

o] unknown even to moS workers.

ist and other religious bookshops, while the

staggers one wil
4 with this W€ r of books easily an
on




Dawn to Dusk

thuS sown h
wasted, and ?ﬁ borne good frui
t gnd activities -it at least somelf.,fthat the lakn
: egree to th Queensland of the Com ur wag
: i SUCCeefiet:?Oks sngl llterattOday can be Trl;mst thou;l:: L "
S in ur ced i
B tee, PE:lB&the liter‘llfl::]ebuti“g a :ula:';d a few ‘ihl:r some The “goreign’ literature Wh':lch the com.nrpt.tee ad now ciret
w liveliest i fargue’s “Ri hSent out by th li_of‘a century o 1ated aroused the most pitter opposition t_:f Theodore,
nr tlingly f interest, It w ght to be Lazy” e literature ¢ ago. Coyne, W, Martyn, 8 other reaction
bit had be resh outlook ona; o entire]yy perhaps crea:emmlt' of the executive £ the now amalgamate
qu the l‘ig:: taught nothi ife to the wOr: ew doctrine, a d the WU, of which W.J. Dunstan, 80 impo
th devil's to work and t::g except the “ de,r” in thig St’at,esm' from South Australia, was genera\ secretary
.0 3ccepte§°5pe] had ney il from the cr dlgnity" of Iah Wwho of the Qu.eensland ecutive, 1 8% he liter
emt liant ex o t,he basis :; been challe: le to the grav: u,;'h"f denounced as enemies and distuptors of the «[,abour
;i- suprem:' ::mo“ of the the workers ﬁed but unthinki £ ment” in eneral and he great A in partd
i the old shil;.gglot to be laz new dispengatives Lafarguen;ﬂgly deplorsble picture Was epicted 88 to how the liter
of sunlight leths regaz:i.for a place inotn, of the work m: ugndermining nd corruptirg the unio
unl captured thth‘_"‘ugh a bl ing eternal toi]he sun, to disczr; ‘ Bowman, Who was my persond ¢riend, Was $
ine became a co:t.'magmatio‘:ck and murky came like a bu: ¢ by this tale of horrer that he ghook his fist and €
tior camp fires, at inual topic of of the A'WJ’Usky It ]ltera]]s “Who has done this damnable thing!” The exec
o th “The Ri;:]e&tings and gebate and ;'c 1 members anﬁ made short work of the literature committee 80
co1 un"rl"egcl‘;t in this t-e:o be Laz;?fe“;;ceﬁ alfk‘;mﬂtion ol Alt.ho?g\\: 1 was e‘le::.e tlhe 'reco%mse
i . essary toi a of de ! at : authority of the anion — b annual conven ion,
iz ig:;::a‘(;‘}:;i;:ﬂr-i g‘:lf:;dthc,wgf;a\:lxxg l:md amiz:lly comforting | tive d‘i;salve_d‘the I.iterat\hx;e comm‘:tt,;e and
W system of b?ing th o be lazy h: ers realise use.lesa or an AW. ..d\s oyalist.dJ- oir and J- ash,
5 of saciety. e soulless m enjoy and their God— the executive, came almd told me what had happ
T lt?lzy Occu;t:;sing S achines of a’:\'ielhin life that E?rso:alt{hl t-d‘;:i t't\o::t. -{mfry a\:oﬁt l:.'h? ac1t
! eir at nt wi nhuma executive, bW at 1 strongly resente e insu
)1 Con ]f;:zloyeeg 1:°:felje|:.ce ;Z};v:egard TR " writers of the literature who weré the eatest 1N
f Labour m, who, at g 'ln’“'ng centeer! the mine right to be Labour movement, and whose boots Theo
’epreaenu‘ijmb“ of P:t?r Permdrefl" North Qownefs and prush. 1 gaid if this literature was undeym
eserving of :‘he men ar.::iament, !;s or a short t,?;lenslaﬂd. then it was about time it was underm'med.
y:‘:d toilers .';:;fased N0 inied ﬂ:tntA W.A m_e was a AW.U. but the officials and their reactio®
the ;t 4 street m : 1nterf::tbec°“8e th hat the mf:mser. the literature was undermining: The executive:
nonplt‘“‘ of the :“lr_lg e oiﬁ a mine ;?1' were such ‘:;e"e a Star Chamber, who had the brazenness to
‘reto,-te;e:l for g ctrine of the ;. night l“"‘i'“flgtu “1 hg od, rank and fi e what th should or § ould not T
ik thag s e right ¢ rongly g aax instead of the members resenting the ugorruptin
140 at w nds, th 0 be lazy!” tressin
88 only prop a;n ;-ith l‘gal:i!y l;hn WaE ture 1 had eceived many Jetters from all parts
andal” rish wi land statini that the literature scheme
E : the ell s .:md ver ;lm;a and deeply appreci
s eign” liter@ ure Supp ied.
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1 said to McC
here in Brish ormack when I next .
sa Lu
the literatur:ng'uind you have 3DDarentr;, }:m‘ I am alone
3 you are too late Mac! Thmi}'md me and
! e literature i
s

now throughout
executive.” the State and will do its work d
espite the

There was
: a chan .
cronies with r ge in the tone o
contact with t;ia:d to the literature aft;T;:eOdore and his
of course, that thea?“k and file of the membefy }%ﬂd come in
and wanted more of iet,mgers gladly welCOmedst:h hlley found,
executive was dro . But though the open h e.lfteratul‘e
from operating thp‘i'edl the determination ostility of the
break of war upseet, iterature never waver ;o prevent me
matter to the front any concrete affort to :ga?ndf the out-
McCormack g in force this
i : w
discussions or talk:s always more Seanleth
be‘ said to me: “You“}r:th me. After he had zn Theodore in
‘iv:‘;,h“f‘hat literature nbo“;, Ernie, there is neaetl'];'()ut_back,
SRk _.—ites;’ an , but you have ing wrong
frimeriiizung im,i 1:;: tnh iy ?ﬁide thousands of
northern mining ediate practice. I wa want to put the
\:;]?“:lr had Work:gt::-r&;u he coﬂtinuez a:: E;Im%ting in a
on industrial unioni ith years ago , “where a miner
TR
ore in : ned to : said to hi
your life.” 0 you; I 0 him,
‘;:;W A pamphlet;ff»;OmT;}nng gty h:;ard you speak
bu‘t’l’e“ed R is pocket he repli of the “foreign”
never hear:j ways had these id plied: “This is what
ture,” them e ideas dimly i ‘ha
xpressed . yin my m d
until we Eot . nd,
this litera-

So, despi
2 te the i
work was S0 e inten :
S B e official ity
for mission. and the literature w:‘:grl:fl‘?l?n- the good
e “‘gits ho
ped

=
The line
of dem £ e
?:; existed ev:,:f-:,ht‘;‘“ Wibase e e
intensified with the old fighting A W“A‘houlg ar b
e amalgamation and Ef: ame clearer
entry of
the

Arbitrationi W er
nist A. i Y T
.U. and its reactionary lead

s. Cont ary
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of the militant section, the majority of
_officials with Theodore in the lead,

month, Wilson, owing 10
toral Officer of the Darlin
vice-—presidency.

urged me {0 nomin te 4

presndent. Of course, W& eat Theo

dore, but it was desired that an opportunity ould be given

to record 2 vote of protest 1 readily od as 1 have never

worried about getting defeated 1 1lot or & fight. [ have

been 10 that position 11 my life. Theodore W& lected, but
d the fight

1 received 2 big minority vote, which represen

ers of the otganisatinn

M::Curmack and minated for

Coyne cunt‘munusly no
esident, the former eing elected- n

the position of vice—PT!

1915, they were both nomina
the militants conside

nominations 1 nominated, 8%
on a split reactionary yote between McCormack and Coyné,
a solid militan vote would elect me. When the nominations
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were published, h
shed, howev ;
e bs[‘el: withdrawn! er, it ‘was'sesn THuEiEE
. codore, in J yne's nam
?resldent for that \;e‘:‘;uaw’ 1915, after bei e
eaving it year, resigned Pl
Januar}'.t;{:alglf it delegatefgsit?hat p°5itionle:}tid
of one at that me:tPTemdent. There was]:g at Brisbane i:
}tlad failed to get eﬁ’eio their nominee wr:&]ﬁ?)nt Taldit
ant delegate to the del e elected
tion. With s approached m F!gate meeting. T -'I
: the e, urgin g. The mili-
R greatest relu g me to accept nomi 5
e o ) ctance I a el lediiin.c
?\Teaded tha Cn?:ir?,lfe n} sighi>it wair?.:}c(l.c{cehng thate.
s s ion I should uty to d ‘
eact suff i 0 so. I
Jacdk Crampton f:zrydse”ﬂﬁfy and gieiifres‘de“t at the
and tried to aid: “You ar ive. When I t
e gt persuade me e a damn fool to t : o
ion was t not to. On ake it on,”
Lt S L ﬁll;e p}lf‘Ce, Tkl ztl}ﬁrMondd?y otk -
ing at the “Dai orthern distri , a delegate, and
A o he AW v
; ndaed® with rh worry as i see me. H .
. g an : . He said
;d:;c}v_ “They winl:ltmadddlng to it the 11:?;:5“1&{! wilter gL
. agreed s ur er}’(lu”h 5 Ty 0 AWU
: % you,” he 2 .U. pres-
bl bk N s
an is the m e stairs nt some one wh
I assur an to do it.” — out of the offi o
prid ed Moir that I Lok
of t}f:fp?a_ce in this m at I was only too pl
i militant dele atter of Riordan Clp eased to g‘ive him
it rently taken plaga“?s resented th LA else, Some
thergnt and wanted mc: :n connection ‘:itl:tr?gue that had
the re:ct-et me withdra 0 go to the ballot Rirde il e
that th ionaries, but w. McCormack » but I persuaded
rumo e militant’s did not nomin was the nominee of
to m;i:ed that it wﬁs:;m_lnee wouldati:e as it was know
gl '?f t'h'e soeitiaiaf e intention of the elected. It w n
As 501 this was true }‘;T@fﬁdent a full bl v meet'as
Dresidl:\ as Riordan lw il o i L ge:"ud ane. Mo \:’ng
nt, Moir jumpe d“ declared elecu:;d it point bl ﬂks
up and moved that th‘;n:upuse d“nm;
resident b
e

d a salar £30 i
Y of T T 1
300 Pper annum This 1l
Par esolution wa
8 car

ried put was 1€ d by the Austra n
in SydneY a few days later However, - purdle was easily
gurmoun 4 becausé he eensla resident f the
wu. v pal ugpecial organi er's” salarys and that
gricky hod of payit a presid nt operates is d
1 s hard! necessary or me 10 e how f 1thfu“y()
Riordan €2 ried out his mi sion Lo fight unstan an
react‘wnane a esident © the A _Like many other
I time servers, d forswore his militancy once h ha
btained office through jts agency e becameé the boon
i of Dunstan and com

companion d we‘d-—be’loved comrade
menced his reactionary career.

==
ier AW.U. pallots gerve 10
f the reactionary anch who
i AW

These sidelights on th
inwar a
U. and 1argely

illustrate the truein

have 80 ¢0 uous 1d sway &
managed to repulse every atte t to clean it up-
One of the results of the amalgamat.ion of the AW.A.
. was the it ny of the unions
from t Australian
! misunderst,anding, arising from ;sncheliffe,
that all affiliated & ions had to pay th bsid
This left only and A U subsidising tha
paper: Conseqw 1y th ALF. disappeared an organisas
tion that ad originall promised to be & solid and perma-
nent basis of Australian unionl
th the eclipse 9 F. the Brisbane district
Council aut.omahca‘ﬂy d1ssolved nd for @ considerable time
r of the Brisbane unions-

on
tation commo ther Trades an abour
_and alderman of

r an M.L
s the first president. an

the Bris ane il
George Gavin inters’ Union) secretary-
At the commencem the lnduatrial Council was
after the outb

dominatad by the modera’ unions, bW
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of the war in 1914, there was a decided swing to the left,
until eventually the militants were in the majority. Thig
was most objectionable to the reactionary minority, who
vainly endeavoured to stem the rising tide and viewed with
dismay the revolutionary policy of the Council.

One of the stock phrases of the Labour Party, with
their allies, the moderate and reactionary unions, is that
“majorities must rule, and minorities must submit to major-
ity decisions and be disciplined.” But this basic principle of
democracy has been invariably ignored, side—tracked or
sabotaged by the blatant moderates when they happen to be
a minority. The history of the Brisbane Industrial Council
vividly illustrates this dishonest and cowardly method of
retarding all progressive movements. Unable to impose
their will upon the Council, detesting the courageous anti—
war policy of the Council, nearly all the reactionary unions
withdrew their affiliations. These unions, included the Car-
ters (now Road Transport Workers), Engine Drivers and
Firemen, Clothing Trade, Hairdressers and other smaller
unions. These unions found a refuge and comfortable home
in the Eight-Hour committee, which naturally became
treated by members and ministers of the Labour Govern-
ment as the supreme contrel union organisation in Queens-
\gnd and was deliberately used by the politicians to
discredit and oppose the militant industrial council.,

__ When, years later, a scheme of amalgamation of the
Eight-Hour Committee, Industrial Council, and Trades
Hall Board, was practically consummated, a meeting of this

amalgamation was convened to inaugurate the now Trades
and Labuul: Council, at which every union in Brisbane, with
the exception of the A W.U., was represented, the election
of officers resulted in the election of nominees of the old
industrial delegates, to every position with the exception of
Georgt_a Lawson, M.H.R., who just got elected on one of the
committees. This triumph of the militants was unbearable

to the moderates, and within two months the usual wi
1 with-
drawals from affiliation took place,

resulting in the
collapse of the amalgamation. i
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it erate in any ™ K-
refused mi?}:s‘ ﬁ:pe\essly reactionary e

se 0T
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ment where the A.YY- ent refus

best known
i ACT.M- .

o e U. policy-

:ﬂfﬁhate of this trait of AW =

metrnpo‘-itan members

: Hall for the purpos:ogli:
cordance with the new

to join forces WiEA L ey ay Fisher, Prime
most reac"-'“’““i&:n was for =
This rest .
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was in compl
could rel op ;Fe ngeemeﬂt with our
Th: fn'“ is “consistent antagoniSpm"est and that w
0 i ' m.” e
warded to Me:swrm% resolution was also carri
“That this gene:;] rank Anstey and C Mc(a}:;l:}? ﬁnd for-
cally end meeting of AWU. , Ms.H.R.:
Anstey agéstés ti\};:(}att]tu'de ke u;l) ?;mﬁers emphati-
Labour GOVET;‘lmEntrat}:l in their attacks oneii‘rs. Frank
working class prin o with regard to its ab e Federal
nance as o ciples and its advoc andonment of
Thosip()“d to civilian rights.” acy of militany ey
; resolution v 3 ]
working cla R ELE S indicati
T sei yeaf: a&zndengeg of the Fede;‘:;tlgﬂbof the anti—
even more go, which, unfortunatel abour GaVeles
o pronounced. ely, have since become
Advice was recei
executive that th ved at the next meeti
Council could noi l{)Lquest; for affiliation wizsg‘i}fmm e
made that the aﬂ‘n? endorsed. Very N e Industrial
But Dunstan, Rior(;ahon be procesdet withSPBEChe'.f. were
the metropolitan meanl; and Coy. had had “mmedlately‘
With the usual AW rtrjl ers and their revolut(il:me e of
to effectually ATE . bl{reaucratic effront nary attitude.
A e this possible mena s they decided
more meetings g}c&t the Gordian knot ;e o A.WU IR
union funds were ¢ e Brisbane local c ! no-t having any
supplies were cut g{;\?tm“ed by the execufimm'ttee- As the
authoritative executi,r;d diiothicr SAHBOR w:,stehe ne;c.;)ssary
7 cured by the
b %
uring the
& ge 3 ; v
daily Labour g:;‘:lr strike in 1912 the ur
e e
issued and with thi efore. A dai DY Lne workers
iE:ﬂy Standnrdnﬂ:: foundation, a'}{wﬂnke bulletin was
ble“‘;?;a‘!ﬂe °b9‘-acle: A‘i‘;lugu?ted o n:ne D?_:ha laft.er, the
rivat, 7 ou ce o
le b pivte dharhclders,the shepp s Soklk pons-
Federal e unions, J.V ajority of the sh possi-
A1 Bennte) Wi sdite . McDonald (late: shares were
148 itor, Mat. McCabe (W::l:ﬂf;d to the
side Work-

efu nd
«Alick” Roberisons visualis ]
that paper n its un werving ad cy of the Lal .our' cause.
1t is also interesting te that th . was jndifferen
in its S Tt 0 «Standa’ 4" and it was only very
begrudgin y and practica'ﬂ nder dures® that modest
numbeT £ chares were taken 1t was the us A.W:U
policy of declining a minoT partner in working
class movem o re other unions ha a predommatmg
contral. Many ears | the AW.U obtain majority
the shares and compl dominat.ed h ugtandar
and its policy, resulting it 5 ultimate extinction

o tter, but did-nat mention the '€ @ erhand trickery uSeC Ty
Theodore and Co. to kill the literature scheme. 1 took it to
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Ct’am
i pton for : 5
Have you SenF:,u:lleat:mn in the “Daily 8 :
;ut that the “Worﬁ?lnlar letter to thg ..\;al_'d“d"- He said:
le-:’V.U. CrOOkednesSr CWOuld not Publishorker"? 1 pointed
i ter, otherwise I w rampton advised my exposure of
a e delega : Ky IIOUE said h ing the anti
z:\to.rte{li “You Eartled;n e;tmg had deal: ‘:,o-:ﬂdn’t p“blishlit
3 Dgﬂy Standard ™ at you like, but the ;:et:he letter. I
indan was. er will be in
§;:!\_dard" office andi‘t‘f&ged, rushed down
M ring to publish al tormed at Crampt to ‘the "IN
Ac\’??[?ald (who didymgt: slanderous at::cind the editor at
-W.U. had bett not even k on the AW.U.”
a now W.U.
o s St e i
T aily Standard”
iz . H ard
arued the AW, had ovmmsatafisn af ek s
ard” . its re e ca
d were med se, and
: ;l}“sei‘ Lane. Of:?;fx: for them to gx;‘,zszh:hcc'l,“mﬂs of the
(But t};w'U' did not d?:é Dunstan rejected t;'l o -Emd slan-
dard.” e official repo uss its business i is with scorn
takil:lg) rg':e sequel w;ts \:’:s e Pul;il:ht}:je duilipEaEs :
ing Theodore’ i g et ed in the “Sta *
e A oy 7 heard any more o
had aced, and they d aad: Daghand.J M convention. That
not been in th eclined, and M . Moir, but it w
e ballot, was app cLean, Charlevill rie tlzo
ointed. e, who

Th ~
ere was 3
Quee a virile mili £
tion :ra}}““d de‘legat;hmm'_minority of d
adv.';c ab: were Oppnse’:: eting in 1914 E,elegates at the first
basis th o?i“dustrial 8 t:he Arbitrati ince the amalgam
iy g ol it A w et s strenuous
gate ians. W.J. Ri vings t| nite worki
e and n it contict it T e gring Sominince o
s C H P
For t\'\:l;:u:;zctiunaryw;;‘hﬂeodore, ﬁ;ﬂ:::nt dele-
e Ao :;:1;. o A rr B
osition prevai
ling

in the AW
W.U., Ri
150 iordan, “Jim” Munro, and
» !. one eve
ning

went to the Botan'\ca\ gardens hough W€ e

gpirators n any sens , so stro s the ant gonism © the

officials at 1f had been geen Y ether, W€ would have

peen ¢ha ed with onspiracy

One evening during b week that the delegate meeb

ng Was sitting Riordan, TheodoTe, unto and 1 were wa
ing uP ueen S eet to NO 1 Quay. B dan and Theodore
stopped pehind an 1ked very © rnestly together at the
corner 0 Queen George Streets, W e Munro and 1
waited for Riordan at the tram stopP: We were puzzled to
know what was the subject of their conversation. Tired o
waiting, t our tram, Munro remarking at Riordan
ol dinelliuE the next day- Neither of us saw him again
pefore he ceturned t0 the North, though he had arrang®

two appointments ith npa Bl weeks later it was
iordan was the Labour candi-

anno
date for Bowen.
No one has any objections to workers as LabouT can-
kers who insistently

didates exceP w
express their pelief in the pre—em? e
1

who refuse to become mere
Labour Party-.




Chapter 13

Militancy Sabotaged

he growi
ng power of the mi
was a consta . e militant secti
Queen Streetnt subject of argumentfo“ of the A.W.U.
prominent official f°"e evening, Jack M amongst us. In
to him: “Ah well of the A W.U. were to unro and I and a
e S.hﬂl't time ivio‘:hha“? the whip hagr?ctiher' Munro said
organisation.” “No e militants, will h today; DUt
Eecome e you won't,” was the ave control of the
u‘;‘)’ you.” Munro i‘r)lL;S"’ we have a mEthoaefly' “When you
at the militants ignantly repudiated o stop you. We
?}:lCE’HMUnro wastcould be bought. “E this assumption
e me:ld by the other. “I adve_ry" man has his
ey d&‘n’t count.” S can't buy but u::lyt’ he sﬁid, “that
That s 2 are so fe
T a philo w that
Sf:lbcoe‘l‘f man. Unha;;ﬁhyh of corruption to b ;
ecy “E"“at day, 25 yeaz e spoke truly, and e voiced by a
and d 1ILh a very , ver ? ago, bears out: thi g fﬂxperience
rusted b UL, Yo & o ions, offici
a 2 y the who 1n y O icials
h{;gest‘“"g “Dposiu?nnz( and file, beca:’::m?ly were elected
o scld it henvil Ugh_e pulicy thl{e !;" t}?e'ﬂ' militancy
s tr)':ng valiie. 16 isy ribed and rewmdomms.nt ofﬁcials’
the “?"-sr;i;{iminal de;erl':it:)g, t;‘agic list ::dw']:h pOBitiong,
; et n of th 1 it is enti
a2 e il ulieg’::-n: end tie g bet;;f,l,y
AR ekt oligachy, thathe 8% U
ion that i all pro . i t has b Lxe
R L bbbl el e Thare s
10l e, fhe e G fguatiia
] istory of el e
nism

in Australi v (-}

a wou TEen!

d be ery diff

1 t to what it is

s. The
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ver have obtained guch power put would

ofﬁcials could n€ e
have been well restrained, or swept out of office:
1 have kno m 5% officials 11
ueensl ave been 11 close agsociatio with many, an
covering 2 g perio of years only oné ;d official, 10 my
knowledg® o retain d his jdeals and never flinched W n
Tis print ples and courage ere tes t official jg Jack
Durkin, rganiseT and later gecretary the Longreac
pranch 0 A. Durkin, of course, paid the ine\ntable
rice of tanding alon against ¥ ¢ficial regime d was
dismissed from offic For years DUV in hated an
ersecut.ed by . executive, until n he rightly
scornfully refused circulate gcurrilous pamphlet jgsue
the Queen lan cutive 8l dering attacking the
reactiond AWU policy, Durkin
wasg sac made © \y one big mis an t was
when he was foolish eno ghtot d get redress throug
the law coW ¢ agains s treatm
Ty © AW.U. officials petrayals 18 one
indeed. Of course, 80 of the officials D€ el doned
necessity do s0 as what-
oincided with their

their principles as there Was
ever their peliefs Were they always c
reactionary chiets.

Shortly after 1 had been ‘passed" out of the

far as official position® we!
i to get 8 report for

quite often won-
Today the delegate meetingis 8 howling farce
ction and nothing whatever t0 discuss, all
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you think of us, Ernie?” “You know what I think of you,” I
replied. “Yes,” he replied, “you are right. We are all in the
machine. You have to toe the mark or its ‘outsky.’ It is a
matter of bread and butter, and if I opened my mouth —
that would be the end of me.” I said sadly: “There is no room

for anyone like me amongst you now!” “You!” the delegate
exclaimed, “why, they would murder you in & minute!”

= =
The advent of Arbitration Courts into the Commonwealth
marked a new and disquieting phase of unionism. Discour-

aged by the failure in great measure of the strike methods
of securing redress for thei

r countless grievances, the
appeal on behalf of the compulsory arbitration system found
a ready response. Without fully grasping the real signifi-
cance of Arbitration, its implications, and worst of all, it8
emasculating effect upon union militant independence, the
workers foolishly accepted it as a heavenly dispensation to
solve all their troubles.

How compulsory arbitration has led the Australian
workers into a fever stricken jungle of deadly diseases that
remorselessly sapped the strength of the unions until they
became but a shadow of their former manhood, the history
of the past quart

er of a century only too tragically records.
The Socialist, the industrialist,

Pl who clearly foresaw
the inevitable result of arbitration, putup a s

: tubborn resis-
tance to this latest and most insidious weapon of capitalist

ex_p'lmt.en? to nullify the unions’ power and bind the workers
with chains of legal bondage. But it was not until after
many years of bitter experience of the operations of arbitra-
tion, t.ha‘t. the workers realised its true purpose and futility.
; With a few others I continuously condemned the arbi-
tration system, exposed its fallacy and urged the workers to
re?v::dmte it and retain that independence and fighting
S'pll“'lt that was the greatest glory of unionism. At every
;lvmla‘hle opportunity, at conventions and trade union meet-
ings, in the press, I did my utmost to arouse the unions to

the very real dangers of the policy they had chosen. But it
1654

Dawn to Dusk

2 - and the
. in. Union officials W ith ?ew “f?:?: :l'efence
oy {a“ lfnt;lre 1‘9°‘“ﬁc-‘ms formedbn‘ B:hdt%‘;si::aic principles of
whole © de it jmpossible or 2

t made 1
a system tha

T
i : ; v ad openly
its subservienﬂ‘-wf‘ t,:rg:‘; : r's Union, ohad P
¢ the Brisbane V'8 F o ; :
Zttacked g t};?aalzﬁ:zger said to me A%
arbitrations some Y&,

ot joni ere
; e i i nists W
xiile werelr;gtl‘;;n?;nnx. Before arbat.rat:;n‘;iu ;

i rea . .
klﬂ_ediats from convictions 88 S0 o . y it
o5 dship for their prt i .
every har 8 “3 oz e
1abourer 18 a S
stand shuu_\d e take :

in the ma]OfitYI a
hu

And this indisputaboe
sory arbitration as the W

in 1914,
On the outbreak of the woﬂdﬁ:a; :
tizns, the workers in : tr
cally gupporte
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Covernments. Labour parties and Governments rivalled the
most reactionary Governments in their determination to
use the full power of the State to crush the “Huns”. Andy

Fisher, Prime Minister, spoke vaingloriously of pledging
the “last man and the last shilling”, in the holy crusade
against the powers of darkness as represented by the cen-

tral powers. The Federal Labour Government without hesi-

tation imposed a War Precautions Act and established a
censorship which wo

n the admiration of the most ardent
imperialist.
Thus a

bandoned by their leaders, the workers
accepted without question the war propaganda that was
poured out. “A war to end war”, “To save democracy and
civilisation”, and “to destroy militarism”, were some of the
many elogans

shouted from pulpits, press and parliaments.
Caught up in
the people fell easy vi

this whirlwind of jingoistic fury, the mass of
ctims to the prevailing war hysteria.
Those of us who refuse

d to be fooled by the militarist jargon
and platitudes of ignor

ant or cowardly politicians were
regarded as traitors to t

: he holy cause of freedom, LWW.—-
ites, whose proper place was against

a wall at sunrise or
behind prison bars. As the years of slaughter rolled by, the
truth of this war crime against humanity gradually became
expoae‘d in all its naked hideousness with a consequent
revulsion of popular opinion and a strategic retreat of the
Labour politicians, who, instead of being leaders in the van
of progress, consistently follow the mob. While this latter
method of leadership may not be very creditable, it is cer-
tainly much easier and generally

leads the politicians to
place and power — not into the wilderness.

= =
The appointment of “Jack” Crampton in August, 1915, to
the position of Director of Labour in the new department
created “hy the Queensland Government, brought about a
change in my life and gave me an unexpected opportunity to
expound the gospel of working class revolt. Entirely

through the strong advocacy by Crampton of my fitness to
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. ard” 1
4 him 88 industrial editor i ‘3 a::lf |r:;n“edlmﬁu:r.
succe® nted to that positiof\bYJ'v‘)fk 5 t a persond
was appoInte McDonald antil then so it was Do t,pbut. was
et lings tried to get (e sppoitt e e to reach
: o: 1 can thaok McDonald for enab ‘!-‘Eevolutionars
assed OVT- % "y parts of the State as ™Y debarred me
an audience in 4 always would, effectively deb® o
ities” hade 1T ed on the wyjorker” or a0 s

us to o
};\;t;)o;od the nom-de—P \:me of an

uyack Cade : rteon, that

=S ?T?ﬁw‘]eﬁ: years 1ate™ when Alick R o edit 8
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On the other hand the politicians and the craft union-
ists, the war—mongering Labourites and all who either con-
gciously or unthinkingly considered that a mild “Lib-Lab”
Labourism was the greatest boon, fiercely voiced objections

and intensely disliked “Jack Cade” and my other militant
activities.

« L]

It seemed to be a queer trick of fate that 1 should be des-

tined, after a lapse of 20 years, to vainly endeavour to force

or induce the Queensland Labour movement to return to its
early faith, which had been 80 gloriously preached and
established by my brother Will, Yet this was the actual

position. At all times, unceasingly, on AW.U. or ALP.
conventions, at union meetings, in the “Daily Standard”, I
preached, stormed, and fought for the retention or rather
the return to basic principles as against arbitration and all

the other enervating policies that had, since the early nine-

ties, gradually gained an evil ascendency in the workers’
political and industrial organisation.

There was, however, & tragic difference between the

aituat:mn in the 80’s and 90's of the last century to what
prevailed when 1 returned from Paraguay. My brother Will
had a fallow field of rich soi

; 1, waiting for the sower and seed.
How amazingly he sowed t

hat seed and how the despairing
workers responded is one

of the most inspiring pages of
Australian Labour history. .

) After his departure from
Queensland, his overpowering example and influence
removed, the drift towar

ds expediency in contradistinction
to a stern adherence to principl

1 a e commenced. The politician
and political aspirant at

tained a power previously
unknown. Vested interests became 8 pa

- ] t : rt of the movement,
oth in Parliament and in the unions, and a machine was
fashioned that served to still further entrench the chosen
few from any ill organised assaults from the rank and file.
1n§tead of a receptive, uncorrupted movement as existed
thirty or forty years age,

there was now a well o 2
and powerful machine which was rganised

far removed from the
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early intense working class movement that prom'\sed to
ing i ing 8 reorganised society. :
e :;l}t?sbvevlasgthe posit.ion 1 and others we?:e faced w1t.1\‘
ho embarked on the hopeless task of purging {he 12;\; 4
‘:’nent, of its jmpurities. 1 am not dri&wmg ai?}' :t::’t og:rom perd
{11 and mysell, &
petween MY prother Will an art, § :
i‘v:s of the case. Will was 2 genius, a magnei_.u: pg:::;t .
g mmunism who stands aloné in his mw.em-\g e
NO ne other in Australia ever approac_heq him 1: et
i ; % he put into his all too ghort life 1 Austraha, p
b 5 g Writings- Whatever talent 1 have, does not pla

jety. It wa N =
mllat.: ‘:)q:e:?:iea:d practice, that has ever mspu'_ed me to step
a

L] al
ulLO the Elghh to fr U-Su te t-he aﬂ\b'ltlcﬂﬁ o

corrupt leaders,
highest jdeals.
= =
jous work-
The centre of militant unionism of : ;‘E::::;or:::; et
i t at this per'md. , Wab  igeries
‘g‘fn??:g!::::'ia\ Council. with 2 co;::;g c;lu:‘ kit
sadly lacking in any other © 8" et o s
Communwealth, aleo in very oW Ageriae; frow
adopted 2 militant att.itud_i on ;ﬂl& e deno\u;c-
i er decla a St for
"mce'?:lana“:lae::erate conflic petween .t;p::smg‘ » ek
mg(;'d economic interests. The coun(t;x ik N et
i(:t.:c of th ueensia L bom‘ta e By e
gupineness d trickery i'lliﬁest,o - kers.']._‘ms
ments, 10 evading their Tesp st s e
earned th hostility the ™ Mieere pre-
ionists who, their suP nnciples. ‘As
y th el e

v
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prominence to i -
ts discussi
the council was doin ssions and emphasis
The AW.U oﬁ‘g';lc‘ ; e the fine work
militant orgas A 1als as usual .
AWU, fm%l ?I\jzgm which could nor:gleatinEd aloof from a
oy
il. As the ﬁrs{; : or “booming” . y some of
attained fame ;:dthe field to de“““n%:e t:;le industrial coun-
P T(“ attempts of :ﬁ:pfclt) — throughout i:::' t1he s
mack, Co : abour mini ralia. 8
! yne, Fihell ministers, Th corn-
S e P and Coy., to influen eodore, McCor-
the reactionary Ei }"15 took refuge in the ce or address the
get public rechEngit't Hour Committee a“;flcome haven of
organisation of Que ion of that body a nd endeavoured to
:flﬁtl; Council. So fa:!.z‘i%:ian: unionism insst:,hg l‘:al central
o the Council id this antagoni ad of the Indu
to the Legi il extend that gonism of the b
e Legislativ at when appoi politiciaty
of dissolving theeLCeoPncﬂ.we’e maggz?ttﬁn ents of unionists
\Evias ignored, and g;lSlatWe Council, the Iﬂ:jje ultima F g
Lour Committee Rre,]e prominent meml:l ustrat GRS
ﬂ?‘:§°n_ were app,oin;:e;i I’:;Ulvey’ Alick Sil:s ‘.’f the Eight
e premier ed. This was s irving, and G.
';Olusmg public :l‘c’;‘kmg.clags Orgalrll?:l a flagrant flouting
ounci :
e‘u‘:r;'cﬂ to nominate t; e, the Governme e next appoint-
cted J.8. Colli ree nominees nt requested the
T A dni, Bl ol SR ballot
at “Joe” Colli ceivable in view of allac
£ ollin ible in view E
:pr many years, t%:i:‘:: s rendere:lf:he servile services
Gnl:'nel‘:m Collings, bec8€ Government re,fou tha. Laboux party
refus "ément and its nouse of his -.ril'ull!n:ed _Doint blank to
nomaie:" submit any“{;ﬂiﬂbour policy. Th :ﬂticism of the
“ lees were ther nam : council ri
bz é’ afterwards w;:ted to the Legi.s]in ?few months the
ERGLL Warhni appointed orga lative Council, and
ive of the Aust.raﬁl:er for the Qu;::s
n Labour P; 3
arty, a

position he 1

sati y

factoril held (in accord

8 ance with the tradi
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until he wasé elected to the Federal

genate:
d how Collings had thus become a trusty

1 never hear
colleague of the politicians gnd in the ordinary COurse of
pu‘l‘\tical preferment, received his reward.

=

e workers of the arbitration gystem

The acceptance by ¢
gr wing sect.innalism of the unions was
< Aly increasing propagan a of industrial

aft unionism. e Industria\ Workers of the
t of this struggle be
The success of that organisntion in
S where hitherto scores of thousands of

dinto the ranks of the

nskilled workers 110 :
1W.W., found its repetcussion in ja. As a revolution-
ith scant respect for Labour politi-

ary 'mdush'ial union, W! )
i ch bitter hostility 1M the ranks ©
W.-ism

cians,
orthodoX unions Labour polit.icm s :
became the bogey used pretty eﬁ'ectively judice the
more timid ork d the 1W. F'term 0
o'pprobr'mm denounce ent &l plied to al militants !
exactly the anner “Bo\shevik“ and “C mmuni
is used by the reactioh ryparties today-
ut industna‘. unionism secured (t;he Bppo ?f ave::tf‘
large number jonists and the ne BIE nion 80
becgame the most P inen in the Wb le ﬁe_]d
unionism. The U, 1thoug! sul o basis o
the O.B in reality just g organ tion under
the control of & central authority d in clo lliance wil
the Australia ar Party ith ita_usnnl ppost :{wn
any movemen hat threate ed domin ’of the 1 |
that organisd of terly fou : d ‘,as all mil-
tants were rmed, denow d ruptives all :*lllose
inside oT outside n d the ¢ aim e
0.B.U.
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baro ﬂ‘e‘ﬁl 0{ t-he tr e“d 0[ thDught n the Aa W 'U-' T eglstner 1ng
C 1

t-he reac on! he T k Eﬂd Elle to the Vallou it ati 8
tions ﬂft an sitw on

A.W.U. Ballots

t was not until 1917 that 1 succeeded in getting elected
Ias a delegate to the

AW.U. annual convention in
Sydney, which was the supreme authority of the

organisation. 1 was elected, however, to the Queensland
branch annual delegate meet

fte
r
o restor uMossy” Hynes
ing and the Queensland Cen- afiey :ts e gated 100 d n;“'l:mﬁ n of vice-prest
tral Executive of the A.L.P. in 1915 and my vote was tende;a 1+ Dash ¥ a el
increasing yearly. In 1916 1 was elected vice—president with I " ongruity of cabinet in1&
J. Stopford, who obtained fewer votes. On several ballots 1 den gome dim gl pse of the 1 ment retaining igh
was elected councillor of the Queensland branch, defeating of 8 reaction bov 3 al o,-gmisaﬁ m ¢ e
the general secretary, W.J. Dunstan, This position carried hers tive positions o s that ave taken place “:1
with it membership of the Australian Executive, where 1 exeCﬂm connection with b “&lu residents attaine
found that with representatives from all States 1 was the SBGI\N +th since the In the © d railwey
only unpaid official. "h; : sal and olitical power directly i olved, yet 8
The Queensland delegate meetings were, in those b \\f " (s memb er: d Hynes no*:‘;f‘::t I
days, generally controlled by the militants, much to the R :n;ne which in¢ 1ation pt°1ect9- d w‘;:gc. \
disgust and dislike of the president, W.J. Riordan and his e to @ t gi-stri e ositions © th w.U. the 1
reactionary mate, “Bill” Dunstan. Unfortunately, being 2 e il 11 retain ¥ “ph o position d yet oy
Commonwealth organisation, the Queensland branch dele- any e : st aMOTS the T8 le, “eheu'
gate meeting's powers were Very restricted and any far— utwe‘-J delegal eting, °“b. & g out of ¢
reaching reform or advance had to be endorsed by the AW. t‘it turn theseé ¢ o w.u
Aus:trghan Convention which always had an overwhelming geen i posit.mn - 1 s
majority of reactionaries. At all Queensland delegate meet- 3 exec\i‘;rth regard 0 the vote
ings militant resolutions were invariably guillotined by the .
annual convention, W '

T 1 here the big majority of delegates were
paid officials largely under the influence of the general
secretary, E. Grayndler,

use 1 was
gpeaking yn :od tha though that mlgh;
. Senator Barnes, A. Blakely, F. should P20 ouds”. o ution e
Lundie, W.J. Riordan and other “diehards”. : g couse o . e o .
The vote I received in A.W.U. ballots could be taken be 50 I oy 1 had et
as an endorsement of my revolutionary ideals anti-arbitra- ideals Wh d
tion, O.B.U. and anti-war activities. 5

This vote was a true
162




Iy

at

Dawn to Dusk

out that made it possible for me to be at the convention.
with few exceptions, it was & militant, revolutionary vote
that elected me to all my positions in the AW.U. When that
vote failed me, as, I said, it possibly might do, then I should
not be “up in the clouds” at the A.W.U. convention.

&5
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t became incred ingly 2P rent the war contmued
lthat the Feder r Governm was enthnsxasu-
cally purswingé licy in Y port of ¥ ar that dil-
fered 10 all degree from that of any antlaworkmg class
moveme der the ge of war emergencys military
supremacy 1 the conduct of affairs in the L0 nweall
was accepted an encourag d. dom of 8 ecech wa
denied to 8 1 who would not meekly worship 8 the shrine ©
nat.wnalhatred of the enemy ith a fe nourable excep-

?‘etric\fs, and W. Finlayson were courageously outstanding
in their opposition to the War Precautions Act and other

war legislation introduced and passed by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Many \mi?nists also, befudd\ed and misled, foolishly
followed the wﬂl-—o’-—the—wisp of jmperial capitalism an

st those who sought to expose the true

g agreat tri h 11
Eikahitn e, gr pa riot who was we

Lo . eople of Australia in the hour of crisis.
uring his famous tow

b r of Britain in the latter part of 1915,
"h\un e consuorted with dukes and duchesses and slept in
iingzerd??c.‘}?:'" Hughes, \\'\\rith his flamboyant sratory, oWt~
e jingoes in is exaltati =

D caitn it N xaltation of “the war to save

1t was while Huy % 3
x ghes was € irlwi
campaign that 1 wro ngaged n this wh:ﬂwmd

e ot Tio was te a“Jack Cade” article “The Man of the

t fulsomely termed by his admirers —
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Labour and Tory alike. 1 did not spare the whip, put casti-
gated and expo sed this mountebank 1abour Primeé Minister.
This article aroused the resentment and ire Hughe!

gupporters and by 8 coincidence, Hanlon, editor of the
«orker

ueens and “Wo 2 AT his leading article the game wee
on Hughes, proclaimed him as indeed the «man of the hour’,

in whom the workers could place entire confidence 85 an
ncormptib\e championt of democracy and LabouT princi-

1t requires no comm ent to indicate how this adulation
of Labour’s greatest graitor reveals the reactionary nature
it he official orga? of the AW.U.

he
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Peace Alliance. Theodore was elected chairman, Lew;ks
McDonald, secretary- Riordan, Dunstan, and 1 were t @
AW.U. delegates. The committee was fully represeptatwe
of the anti—conscriptionists of Queensland and carried out
a most effective campaign throughout the State, and_sev?ral
thousands of pounds were contributed from organisations
and individuals. v ¥

The inauguration of the conscription campaign was
marked by an immediate tightening of the alreadgf flr.astllc
military censorship and it was a penal offence to'cntac‘lsle.m
any way the conduct of the war or question the infallibility
of the military machine.

= =

The most important matter in the campaign was the compi-
lation of literature, its printing and distribution. A litera-
ture committee was appointed, comprising J. Fihelly
(Minister for Justice), H. Sewell, Cuthbert Butler, E.H.
Lane. I pointed out that the censorship would render it
practically impossible for literature that was of any real
value to be passed by the censor and urged that the litera-
ture committee be authorised to obtain and publish litera-
ture (if necessary) without submission to the censor. This
was agreed to. Cuthbert Butler was elected secretary and 1
chairman of the literature committee.

Butler had quite recently become associated with the
Labour movement. A radical parson, he had, on account of
unconventional and “extreme” preachings, left the church.
He was a man of considerable ability; a lover of literature
and a keen sense of humour, and a good comrade to have in

a fight. Practically the whole work and responsibility of the

literature corr.mit.tee was undertaken or fell on us. We were
good companions,

¢l and t}otwithﬁanding Butler's later aban-
pin oW of : is revolutionary ideals, I still retain pleasant
sk :'o our esc‘spadea and adventures in the two anti—
Py v?a‘:“ ‘;ampalgns. Butler at the following State elec-
AiEbeiat fﬁe_ected as Labour candidate for the farming
% ct of Laidley. Quite unexpectedly he won the election,
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due to the fact that many of the electors were German
farmers who had received scant justice at the hands of the
authorities. Even after the war ended, Butler could have
retained the seat, but he mistakenly thought otherwise and
disappeared from Queensland and the Labour movement.

One of the first lots of literature decided upon it was
considered had no hope of passing the censor so I was
deputed to get three pamphi-*s or leaflets illegally. I per-
suaded A.J. Ross, a brother of “Bob” Ross, who had an old
established printery, to do the printing. I assured him that
if it was discovered, the anti—conscription committee would
pay the fine. In reply to his query as to what would happen
if he got goaled as well, I said that the committee could not
very well go to goal in his stead. Then I had to hunt around
and get another compositor as the printing had to be done
in the middle of the night. Apart from those who printed
this literature only one member of the committee other than
Butler and I, knew anything about it.

The next morning Butler came to see me at the “Stan-
dard” office and exploded a bomb. The censor had walked
into the anti—conscription committee rooms at the “Worker”
building, handed Butler the three illegal leaflets, with the
false imprint on them, and asked him why they had not been
submitted to the censor. Butler was staggered and to gain
some time professed ignorance and said he would see me
and then we would come to the censor’s office at the Post
Office.

Butler and I concocted the most plausible story we
could think of to explain the illegal literature and went
round to the censor’s TOOMS. He was out when we called.
When we called again he was still out. So then we had a
brain wave and decided to say nothing but leave it to the
censor to make the next move. But we never heard any more
about it, neither did we ever discover who had played the
informer and betrayed us to the censor.

= =
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i ipti ampaign in

is i of the anh-—conscnptmn [ :

piin mtdaol:\w:dfew of the incidents that I was pe;so.n

Queens\ar} ’ d :ith “Cosme” was the natura‘lsho:ne ?1‘ hw:;

g from other tates. The
s of the rebel army . e o
Mrs. Tom Walsh, an

i d Adela pankhurst, now : ey

lél:l?l?: Johns, representing t}_le Women s Peace Army,

e feeling on poth sides became more

-0 o forces, more or
intense, and clashes betweent ?«;iu‘;?-zzi:.lgﬁsdela’s b
]ess serious, we:e a co::g‘ua Brmfmy.” i Centennial o
e gallad Dov 2, of the lecturer as an jrrecon-
was packed as the reputation o b4 pren?
cila\;li_ Olp‘pfoil;m; g::\:hﬁ:;twv?:uld get a hearing, 80 bitter
doppttel 8 i But her determi-
was the popular feeling against Germany. h e

i nd sincerit; carried her through, and her pass
';::“:i‘;naouncement.};f the war mongers and plea for peace
i many in the audience. 1

m"eit angther lecture in the same hall, it v\.ras.arrang}e‘d
that the meeting would commence with.the singing of the
once famous anti—war S0Ng ] didn’t raise MY son to be 2
goldier.” This song had been parred by the mlht:ary author-
ities so the chairman of the meeting was notified 'c_>y t_.he
military just before the meeting started that anyone Singing
the prohibited song would be smmediately g.rrest.ed. How-
ever, we decided to ignore this threat. Co?ws of the song
were quitely distributed to the audience, Migs Johns struck
the first bars on the piano, the chairman gestured the
audience to stand, which they did, and the song Was sung
with great gusto, the singers little knowing that they were
all liable to arrest and BiX months' goal. Apparent.ly the
military decided it was too big a job to arrest 1,000 people,

5o no one was hurt. :
The first public anti—conscription meeting in Bris-
bane was held at the Lyceum Theatre, George Street. This
meeting was not organised by the ant.i—comeript.ion com-
mittee but by an independent committee of which 1 was
secretary. Miles Ferricks, W. Finlayson, Me.H.R., and Rev.
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Rivett were the speakers. Two resolutions were drafted, one

dealing with conscription and the other advocating peace by
negotiation. I had shown the resolutions to the three speak-
ere who agreed without demur. The morning of the meeting
I had a ring from Harold Hartley (Labour member for

Normanby) from Parliament House. He said that he and

other Labour members would like to be on the platform at

the meeting, but they could not identify themselves with

any peace movement. 1 said that we hadn’t the slightest
intention of deleting the peace resolution for all the Labour
members in Australia. “But,” said Hartley, “you don't know
how strong the war feeling is amongst the people. I have
just come back from Rockhampton and k

now.” “Yes,” 1
retorted, “I know how widespread the war fever extends,

and it is because of the cowardice or ignorance of some
Labour representatives who will not tell the people the
truth about the damned horror, that peace talk is abhor-
rent”. “Anyway,” I concluded, “you should be on the plat-
form to-night to support fellow politicians who are prepared
to voice un—popular truths.”

I think that there was only one other Labour member
on the platform besides “Charlie” Collins, who never
deserted the workers, but who was always true to his prin-
ciples.

It was expected that there would be an attempt to
smash up the meeting, and a number of the more pugna-
cious anti—conscriptionists provided for emergencies by car-
rying concealed weapons in the shape of iron piping or
wooden batons. However, the first speaker, Rev. Rivett,
plunged boldly into the gubject of peace to the evident

amazement of the jingoes present who failed to rally from
the shock. : R

Following & pitched battle at an nnt,i—r.onun.puon.mt
meeting held at Market (now King George) Square, in wh:_eh
the soldiers and conscriptionists were routed, a surprisé
attack was made on the “Daily Standard” office, one or two
shots being fired and stones thrown, but no damage was
done. As it was freely rumoured that the soldiers intended
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to raid the «gtandard”, destroy the machinery, etc., an
armed guard kept watch at nights. One day we were dis-
cussing what would happen if the soldiers carried out their
threat and burst in the street door and rushed up the stairs.
Some said they would fire at their legs. A Russian sitting
across a chair with a rifle on his lap protested. “No!” he
exclaimed, “Fire at their heads; we might as well kill them
as the Germans.”

The would-be attackers, hearing that a warm recep-
tion awaited them, evidently thought discretion was the
better part of valour and abandoned their intended coup.

In a tramcar one day two portly, elderly citizens
recognising Cuthbert Butler as one of the hated anti-war-
ites, began to talk at him with regard to war. Butler sat like
a sphinx until one of the baiters could endure his stony
silence no longer, and turning to him, said viciously: “What
do you think of the war?” With an expression as bland as

Bret Harte’s heathen Chinee, Butler said, “War? War? What i

war? Did you say there was a war on?” Spluttering with
rage, the would-be goader ejaculated, “Oh! I know what'’s
the matter with you, you’ve got cold feet.” “Qh, no,” replied
Butler, “I haven’t got cold feet. As far as the war is con-
cerned I am an icicle from the top of my head to the soles of
my feet.” The fury of the rebuffed jingoes was unbounded a8
they left the car and Butler with a broad grin.

Quite unexpectedly for some time the censorship of
the anti—conscriptionist literature was gomewhat relaxed,
and Hanlon, editor of the “Worker”, who told me he got on
well with the censor, offered to submit much of the litera-
ture to him. He did so, and was successful in getting it
passed without any serious alteration. Butler and 1, how-
ever, Fantinued by various underground methods to print
and circulate uncensored matter. Towards the end of the
‘i’iﬂg’a_lgn, when the position became more tense, the censor
i fo::‘b:lfl‘f! put on extreme pressure. About three weeks
Dublis\'? . ing day the “blood vote” poem by Winspeare was

ed in the Sydney “Worker” and passed by the New

8
1“““‘ Wales censor. I wrote it up a little, and sent it to the
12
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censor for endorsement. He flatly refused to pass it,
although it had been approved in New South Wales, and
threatened full penalties if we used it. Realising the great
value of this poem, I determined to defy the censor and flood
Queensland with it. But the next issue of the Sydney
«Worker” had improved on it by adding the powerful cartoon
of the woman dropping her “blood vote” into the ballot box.
As all wires and letters were censored by the military, I sent
the following cryptic wire to the private address of a com-
rade in Sydney: “Send by rail immediately 50,000
Winspeare pencils.” (The woman voting had a pencil in her
hand). The order was passed on to the “Worker” office at the
«Worker” building, much to Albert Hinchcliffes's dismay, as
he had consistently refused to print any illegal literature on
the plea that the military were shepherding the “Worker”
and would seize the machinery and close down the paper if
any illegality was indulged in. Neither he nor McCosker,
then in charge of the composing room, would take the slight-
est risk in connection with the printing of anti—conscrip-
tionist literature. With a desire and will to share the
responsibility of this work, in direct contrast to the
«Worker”, McDonald, the editor of the “Standard,” did not
raise any objection to printing & number of uncensored
leaflets when I asked him.

In August, 1916, the Industrial Council convened & Trade
Union Congress to consider what action should be taken
with regard to conscription. The congress was one of the
most representative held, 56 unions being represented.
Riordan and I were delegates from the A.W.U.-, and I
reported the proceedings for the “Daily Standard. B. was
unanimously decided to utilise all the. foﬂ:‘ES of organised
Labour to defeat compulsory mihtm::sr_n, and.that
immediately any scheme for the conscription nf_ life or
labour was introduced, the workers of Qucgnsland should
be called on to udown tools.” A further msomtim_: was car-
ried that drastic action would be taken by the unions if any
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attempt was made by the Federal Government to enf
certain clauses of the Defence Act. A committee :lr.ce
appointed to carry out the congress decisions and to pre aa.s
a plan of campaign. v
A full report of the congress was published i
¥ p in th
(‘admmn.uf the “Standard” at noon. The military auth:rgli.::
immediately took action and deleted all the resolutions and
references to sf:rlke action, 50 that the second edition at 3
p.m. was st,al_'tﬁmgly mutilated. Enraged and alarmed at the
congress decisions, the censorship was extended in its scope
in an endeavour by_ the authorities to suppress the result of
tﬁe co;:gress deliberations. All communications sent
ro:ilg the Post and Telegraph Office were either confis-
:ate altogether or severely censored, and all reference in
m:tf;::sgzﬂt ot;lly to the ggneral strike but to conseription
. nerally was made a military of! ili
e et itary offence under mili-
One of the direct results of th
S e congress was a8 24—
l&t:;rs St::kﬁ and demonstration in the Domain on Wednes-
Govérnme(:lt'erd“h: to protest against the Federal
b Gk o s drastic proclamation calling up the single
i lt }lltary serwf:e._A]though, owing to various causes,
i t_t:*. more timid unions did not partake in the
i ;ra lotiilthousands of unionists marched in the pro-
e :frl\::ect'e 'll‘rades Hall. The protest was a powerful
i ively demonstrated the bitter opposition of
¥h:rs of Brisbane to conscription.
‘-lnh('.sitat,?rl:glhout the campaign the “Daily Standard”
i ﬁghtga;a?:;:,dm%t{?un'chly with the workers in their
T i ey ilitarism. Frequently the censorship
im, pereenidens efied. News that obviously would be cen-
At Withtl’mldm?ed in the first (noon) edition, and the
rushed to all outai:l:rt “:-Y circulation until it had been
Ak “Objectionable'?n res. The censor then “blocked out”
:econd adition & “ryD::.lons of the paper, making the
i_;m_m:e. this evasion was svculitad:onie: BVRERIAER .
ning of the editor, who s:.iopped R i s
s , under a bond, was forced to submit
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all anti—conscription or anti—war copy to the censor for
endorsement or rejection.

On the anti—conscriptionist committee there was a
very clear—ut division between the purely political anti—
conscriptionists and the anti-war section. Qur forces were
very evenly divided with the politicians headed by Theodore
and camp followers, which included Riordan, Dunstan and
other reactionary delegates. Many bitter fights were waged
in the committee meetings between these two contending
forces, principally on questions regarding support of the
war. All proposalsin the direction of peace or even criticism
of the righteousness of the Allies cause were ruthlessly
opposed and defeated by the politicians who regarded the
returning of votes and political power of far more import-
ance than mere principles of humanity. [t was on this com-
mittee that I first fully realised the varied methods
unblushingly adopted by the politicians and their hench-
men to keep the flag of reaction flying. It was an experience
that prepared me for some of the many shocks I received in
later years from the same coterie.

Miss Margaret Thorpe and Mrs. Lane represented the
Women’'s Peace Army on the committee, and were in\.ralu-
able allies in the militant unions’ camp and a very painfu
thorn in the side of the war mongering conscriptionists. I, of
course, was particulaﬂy obnoxious to Theodore, Riordan,
and Dunstan, not only on account of m¥ attitude on the
committee, but because of the militant anti—war character
of the “Jack Cade” articles in the “Standard.”

Military house raids were made during this and other
periods while the military joss was supreme, but strangt_sl_y
enough I was not subject to this tynnmeal method of mth;
tarism. The majority of the books in our home at “Cosme
were banned and condemned by the Federal Government.
Mrs Lane advised me to bury some of them it our gully, but
keyed up to T bellion against military arroganee, [ l:ld if
they raid the house, let them do their worst. “Cosme was
never visited by these sleuth hounds, neither did 1 fall into

the clutches of the law, though 1 was under the shadow ofa
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term in goal for quite 2 aumber of illegal activities, es
cially in reference to the issuing of uncensored litern,turse-
In retrospect, I now almost regret that 1 escnp;d
imprisonment as it is one of the experiences that would
have been invaluable and worth while. While never desirin
that attention from the authorities, [have never evaded ang
revolutionary activities or denied myself the right of "treay-
sonable” utterances in order to avoid breaking freedom—
suppressing laws. But I have, fortunately, 1 suppose been
fayoured in this regard, while others, for only ;-ninor
offences, have suffered.
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Chapter 16

I.W.W. Activities

mising part in the anti-—-conscription campaign.
Unlike the official Labour movement, the LW.W. with
rare courage and reckless of all consequences denounced
and exposed the true causes of the war as & deadly clash of
interests of conflicting jmperial capitalist groups- Tom
Barker, editor of the LW.W. paper, «Direct Action,” was
arrested and imprisoned for sedition. Shortly afterwards,
Donald Grant, J.B. King, J. Larkin and other leading
L.W.W.—ites were arrested and charged with sedition, arson
and conspiracy, and savagely gentenced to long terms of
impriaomnent. This obvious uframe—up” bY the police, at the
instigation of higher authorities, roused a storm of protest
throughout the Commonwealth. Release committees were
formed and unions were organised. Tom Barker, on his

The LW.W. played a most prominent and uncompro-

sible assistance to secure justice for the imprisoned men.

As industrial writer on the “Daily Standard” I was in
constant contact with Barker, and formed a close friendship
that has remained until today- In an interview and write—
up of him, 1 said: i

Barker, who, despite
hands of an anti—workine
buoyancy, all the enthusiasm, &

Beaa)
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are born — not made — and Tom Barker is

: _ a rebel i
all things which serve to degrade and enslave mankiﬁ;giams:l;
place ganey and privilege before humanity.” .

arker, of course, paid the penalt ‘ i
rker, _, y for his worki

class agitation, and with a number of other "sedii;ic(::é{;:;"sE
was deported to the inhospitable shores of Chile. Later he
found a haven of rest from persecution in Soviet Russia, at

one time acting as an official repres i
: e
ey p ntative of that Govern-

My insistent i
darc ice, ire of the Tor
f}?:gc\aémn stressing the fact that I was a vice—p{rlt’a:?zz'n?ﬁ'
"Dail} S:.;n ngdtrealregt:i:r of’f'llcial industrial writer of the
., also e only reporter admi
secret;}::.cliwes of the Queensland Labour ParT;thd Sues
» mem’b:’ Z?et;paragraph apparently referred to my being
5 S : Queenslapd Central Executive of the
il Lab;:n ;f the capitalist press, of course, was to
s othm arty as a destructive force, allied to the
i er ;edlhous bodies. Needless to say that this
o grounz?e:s ih!:!dQuelenzland Labour Government was
ey b ind a slander upon a perfectly i
s sggzce;a;bli political party. This attempt of {ﬁsﬁ'ocgﬁts
i al? ollfast.en on them the crime of I.W. V\?—i;rlr;
e ;eq;sil::dri:i tflig.rzaérf‘,iThem:lore, and thei.r f:ellow
re tho s :
the LW W. ;;ie;:!tf to agitation for a re—trial and release of
o I.eers would be complete without acknowl-
5 bn_lafkable and unceasing propaganda of
Devoting his po :}lhant_ editor of the Sydney “Work -
PO g e ul pen, week after week, in the set e
conviction ning indictment of the evi ¢ g o
of the 10 1 t evidence, trial and
-W.W.—ites, Boote accomplished a

mighty task in the i
allitime: remas e interests of common justi .

ain a glowing tribute to h? stice that will for
178 is marathon effort.
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ot content to wield his pen in this crusade, Boote, who was
ot a platform speaker, visited the various centres in Aus-
ralia and addressed packed audiences. 1 well remember 2

ashing, scathing sentence he uttered when he was, with
ightning like rapier, piercing the sham legal flummery and

ssumption of undeviating impartial justice that has been
o cunningly woven round the whole machinery of the law.

eferring to the judges, Boote exclaimed: “These dispensers
of justice — with horse hair on their heads — and the dust
of centuries on their brains!”

So, at last, despite the most determined opposition on
the part of those who saw in the ILW.W. a fierce challenge
to the whole capitalist system, the L.W.W. prisoners, victims
of a most notorious “frame-up,” were released.

Reverting to the ant,i—-conscription campaign, the
defeat of the militant plan to enslave the workers of Aus-
tralia on October 28, 1916, brou| t renewed vigour to those
who had fearlessly borne the brunt of the fight and had not
hesitated to risk their own liberty for the sake of 2 far wider

freedom.
= =

In 1916 the Victorian section of the Labour Party had prom-
ised to convene 2 peace conference in the followin.g year,
1917. Evidently too timorous to proceed with this oh]ec_t .t.he
peace movement was abandoned to outside non-political
organisations. A peace conference wWas called by the Aui!h'a-
lian Peace Alliance to meet in Melbourne on Good Friday,
April Tth, 1917. Invitations to attend were sent to the
i :ous anti—conscription committees th'roug‘m
out the Commonwealth and other radical organisations. A
motion to gend two delegates to represent the Qu.ee-nsland

Anti—Conscription Committee aroused the mo_at. virulent

iti ction e
and unscrupulous opposition e pro—war sectl
committee. The fight was 8 bitter one and was carried on for

gection co! not _be

geveral meetings, but
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ihelly, all that camp stormed and raved in vain
E‘:got?;‘;fmn fhat two delegates, dJ.5. Col!ings and W.J.
Wallace be sent £0 the conference, Was carried. I?eaten on
this vital question, Theodore and his ‘henchmen wielded the
big stick and with true political cunning _adyan_ced the argu-
ment that no money from an anti;conscnptwmst committee
could be used to send delegates to a peace conference! If the
committee’s money Was used for this purpose it would be
done fraudulently and every member of the committee could
be prosecuted by any subscriber to the subseription fund for
criminal misappropriation of money!

What a brilliant example of statesmanship! This was
put forward by Theodore, the modern Napoleon of Labour
politics, in order to save the Queensland organisation and
the miscalled Labour movement, in reality merely the
Labour Party, from having the dove of peace placed on their
sacred war-banner. But this move was successful enough to
frighten two timid delegates to break away from the anti—
war section and the motion was carried. As there was now
no money to send delegates to Melbourne, with only a few
days to go, it looked as if the plotting war—mongers had
scored a knock—out blow.

But Margaret Thorpe, a delegate with Mrs. Lane from
the Women Worker's organisation, took up the task of col-
lecting the necessary £30 or £40 to finance the delegates.
The money was collected and the matter seemed definitely
ﬁna.ﬂzsed, but we had not yet plumbed the full depth of dirty
political chicanery.

ol ’fl'o'l:e Lgal{; before the flele,gat:es were due to leave Bris-
e aske; "“_ffnle. Collings’ wife was taken seriously ill,
sl ;lnie i Thwould accept the vacant delegateghip. 1
s :::B lort;_)e asked T_heodore if he, as c.:hallrman
e del:‘;:t.;orll{ S:z:&:{.tee, EFd any objection to
ol ?n t't:‘m* arr'}valnin Melbnu:nen{)a:e']::t;g;ﬂt in pouring
bilh'tedsog‘:(}, x;:h ?‘ub" Ross, while “Billy” Wallace was

er friend. The conference commenced at

the Guild H.
. all at 10 a.m. the next morning, Good Friday. On
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i s
brutally and v\rith.om?.'r d wa:aa . s Le e e
meeting of the An '—a(;l ¥ rpliin e e LR that a special
s ; e Anti onscription Cnn‘nmttee held on the

y previously it had been decided to withdraw the Queens-
land delegates from the Peace Conference!

Fortunately we also had credentials from the Bris-
bane Industrial Council as proxy delegates, so that we were
able to represent a more intelligent and courageous section
than some of the members of the Anti—Conscription Com-
mittee.

On returning to Brisbane I heard the sordid particu-
lars of the last minute effort to keep the Queensland Anti—
Conscription Committee pure and clean from any suspicion
of being favourable to peace. It was not only in Queensland,
but in every State, the Labour politicians with a very few
exceptions, were strongly opposed to any effort to agitate for
peace and proudly ranged themselves on the side of the
jingoes in their war fervour. Thus the action of the powerful
Queensland Anti—Conscriptionist Committee to send dele-
gates to a peace conference was deplorable and must be
prevented at all costs. Slanderous reports were insidiously
circulated regarding the bona-fides and intentions of the
peace conference and devious methods were adopted to as
far as possible render the conference abortive. The New
South Wales politicians were particularly hostile and were
in private communication with the Queensland politicians
in their endeavours to kill the conference. As a result of
“certain information received from New South Wales,” 2
special meeting of the Queensland committee was held on
Easter Thursday. Many of the d 28 _WELE nt from
Brisbane on E lays, &

s
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with regard to the allocation of the funds, so you can do
nothing else than abide by the same Tule with regard to the
sending of the two delegates. I fail to see who has any
authority to recall the delegates. They have gone on behalf
of the ACC.C. — not the Parliamentary Labour Party.
That any of you should hesitate to heartily support any
effort made in the cause of peace is beyond my comprehen-
sion.”

= %%

The Queensland anti—conscription campaign committee
was not dissolved, but indefinitely adjourned to be convened
at any time in case of emergency. About June of 19 17,it was
considered necessary to meet again in view of the proposal
of the Federal Government to take another con

scription
referendum.

As I had earned the antagonism of my two AW.U.
co—delegates on the Anti-Conscription Committee — Dun-
stan and Riordan, because of my passionate opposition to
the war and efforts to force the political section to be honest
anfidbeil the deluded workers the truth about the war it was
es;::uelgtg determined by these “loyal” comrndes'that. 1
committeee'prevent.ed from again being a member of the

Dunstan informed me, as i i
AW.U., that the AW.U. l'md‘beel'la s A oot

advised to send its t
%e::nit:::; e1:1: tgne first m_eeting of the Anti—Conscri;g:fl
o “emﬁvzn asked me if I agreed to the taking of a ballot
kv atT:‘mbe“ for the three delegates. Although
Sptsedndi is ?rupuan’l, 1 agreed. Dunstan, Riordan
g a\ommated, and the other six executive mem’-
e "Oh? : ltxo rgcord their votes. When I told Mrs. Lane
g Cm;xmit.te a&l is the end of you on the Anti—Cor;scrip-
rvmd out-th.;‘t. ﬁey are determined to get rid of you.” 1
< e am;l'et’ot' the six absent executive members
ST strong supporters of me and would not

against me. But | was wrong, as, according

to the ballot d
eclare j
d by Dunstan, while he, Riordan,
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Stopford and 1 voted for Lane — the other absent six voted
against me! 4
. 1 cannot say that the ballot was faked against me in
any way, it seemed pona—fide, but fam aimply're'r.ording the
amazing fact. 1 happened to see Riordan just after 1 was told
the result of the ballot and could not restrain commenting
on the surprise of the vote. “Yes,” he mused, “it is strange,
we all voted for you!” Mrs. Lane, when 1 told her, exclaimed,
«Qf course, the whole thing was loaded against you.”

My reflections on this rebuff were somewhat bitter. of

as president of the AW.U., had done little except get the
limelight on the platform at big meetings. 1 had not spared
myself, worked day and night and gladly risked imprison-
ment for my illegal actions. I know of no craft union at the
Trades Hall (whom the AW.U. bureaucracy have such a
contempt for), that would dream of deposing a0y of their
officials from 2 position which was being faithfully ﬁﬁ?ﬁ
and more effectively carried on than anyone else could do it
But the mighty AW.U. has & code of morals and hopour
culiarly its own. L%
i ‘Thz militant gection of the ant.i—conscriﬂmﬁ cam-

 roposed: stiat i HEEY delegate b .,.pomhdm -;q the
Queenslmd committee, but it was resols ‘;g;.u
Toowoomba the right to appoint their own legate. | Wi
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Notwit,hstanding all the manoeuvring of the piolit.ical
section of the committee, the militant anti-war section had
a small but solid majority on the new committee, although
the Australian Peace Alliance had now been refused repre-
sentation. The first business Was the election of a secretary
and we nominated J.S Collings against Lewis McDonald.
Collings was uncompromisingly anti-war and with his well
known pugnacity and eloquence had severely castigated the
war—mongering anti—conscriptionists. Theodore, McCor-
mack, and their followers were viciously alarmed and had
no hesitation in digging up Collings’ black past in connec-
tion with his entire union activities at the time of the
Brisbane Bootmakers’ Strike, when he was secretary of the
Boot Trade Employees’ Association. But we were intent on
defeating McDonald, who was a faithful servant of the reac-
tionary section. A bitter debate ensued — but Collings was
elected to the intense chagrin of the politicians. We knew
that if Collings took the position that the anti—conscription
campaign committee would be sabotaged and rendered
futile by the defeated political section, who never hesitate
when t‘pey are forced into 2 minority to disloyally jettison
tl.he ma;_ority who succeed in displacing them. We therefore,
in the interests of the greater issue of the moment, anti—

cunsc.ription, withdrew Collings and Lewis McDonald was
appointed secretary.

= %

Under the guise of “war necessity,” the censorship which
was 80 outrageously enforced during the conscription cam-
1_]1:1%3, was not abated when conscription was again rej ected

ecember, 1917, by a larger majority than on October

98th. It rather appeared that Hughes and his militarist

i .
allies, enraged at the failure of their conseriptionist plans,

were determined to still more strictly deny freedom of utter-

ance wi
th regard to the war. As the ever—increasing war—

wearines
s of the people assumed more virile proportions,

and th.
the demand for peace louder and louder, frantic endeav-

ours ¢ 2
S were made to stifle this plea for humanity as against 8
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continuance of the bloody slaughter. Peace talk was taboo
b s onsmvourd o kg e L
Cade” articlel: w:; . :_l:onzlgerable _ppmon e “J“.k
stage the edito lt;"r:h . :;.)e i - lmhte;ry ormai
P itor of the 'Bﬂ)' Standard” had perforce to
matters pertaining to the war to the censor. My
only personal contact with the chief censor, Professor Sta-
bles, of the Queensland University, arose in this connection.
Ehad written an article “Coming of Peace,” “Labour’s Duty,”
Propaganda of Peace Policy,” in which it was urged that the
peace by negotiation, which had been adopted by the Fed-
eral Labour Convention held in Perth in February, 1918,
should be fearlessly and continuously propagated by all
Labour organisations. I directed attention to the utterance
of Acting Prime Minister Watts in denouncing the policy of
peace by negotiation as adopted by the Federal Labour
Party as & “poisonous pill,” & “ghastly blunder.” 1 wrote
(inter alia), “The challenge is sneeringly thrown down by
the leader of the militarist party in Australia to organised
Labour and its peace policy, and it is jncumbent upon
Labour’s representatives, Labour’s press, Labour’s
organisationa to take up that scornful and vituperative
challenge, and to prove to the general public of Australia
that peace by negotiation is not a ‘ghastly plunder or &
poisonous pill’ but something that is worthy of the adher-
ence and advocacy of every man or womarn who is a lover of
their fellows and humanity. There is only one course of
action now for every representative of the Australian
Labour Party to take, and that is to fearlessly and continu-
ously expound the doctrine of peace by negotiation at all
times, in all places, srrespective of whom it offends or of any
penalties that may be imposed.” pid
The whole of this article, & fairly long one, written for
the sole purpose of trying to force cowardly jingo Labour
representatives to toe the line, was returned .
with the censorship red pencil scored through every line.
1 was incensed and saw McDonald, the editor, who
gaid he could not help it and 1 had better see the sensar:
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% . th 's offi e
With very little hope of redress [ went to the censor's ofhice My initial intro b fubo e nigh it e

;ch was at the G.p.0. and introduced myself.and r_rlissiol:\- AW.U. did not remove i 1 ; :
¥:e Censor, Professor Stables (Queens‘lm}d Um\:ers:.ty) said clivities that T h:d Z\:‘:zg;e::;:;:{elt:t::a:;:ﬁry gro-
that he always read the “J ack Cade” articles with interest. who had experience of the AWU ontside of Que eﬂ; el:
He knew 1 was sincere, but g lot of your !_‘eﬂpleoﬂ 'he Trading on an early history l;f t;lﬂ:lt-ﬂnt unionism :E:: :h‘
remarked, ugre not Lonanti L did not dispute this, knowing AW.U. had stood four square to all attacks of & powerfnel i
too well how much truth there was in it. gquatterage, the A.W.U. posed as the one shining light of i
With regard to the complete censoring of MY article, if the Australian unionism and scorned the smaller craft
it got to Germany it would jndicate that there was & peace unions.
movement in Australia! Comprising about 35 delegates from the various
He, however, gent it to Melbourn® for decision, by the States, many of them paid officials, the overwhelming
Chief Censor. I interviewed Professor Stables a week later majority of the convention was, to s2Y the least, very mod-
to hear the yerdict, which, of course, Was the same, and he erate, and opposed to anything of & really progressive
adopted a more hostile attitude towards me when 1 gave nature. There was & larger proportion of militants from
him a few home truths regarding the war- «But,” he amaz- Queensland than from any other State and for some years
ingly retorted, “you don’t know the unspeakable atrocities there was 8 Erowing militant faction until & permanent
committed by the Huns. At New Farm there is & girl with reaction about twelve years ago once more placed the reac
her two hands cut offt” tionaries in the saddle more firmly than ever.
Amazed at the audacity of 8 highly placed militarist = ==
venturing to put over this sort of war propaganda on me, I
sai‘d'. I that was true, you only have to take the mutilated Prominent in the Queena]and militant delegates was “Mick”
child in a car through the streets of Brisbane to get all the Kelly, who attained fame in the early days of the amalgama-
yolunteers you want. There will be no need for conscription | tion with the AW.U. by nearly defeating W.J. Dunstan for
or recruiting campaigns.” | the position of secretary of the Queenslund branch, Dunstan
This was my last personal contact with the censor and ' just winning by six votes. Dunstan is credited with having
?:temerfience ef?oaed to its full the callous, unscrupulous made the _cryptic remark: “This will never happen again.
aaNee o the military josses in their war—mongering poli- . Neither did it- 3
cies. - Kelly, a fine speaker and capable organiser, always
secured 8 big militant vote for delegate meetings and con-
= = ventions. In debate he could more than homﬂl;i:l own with
It was in Janua the A.W.U. “big guns” by whom he was regarded as & very
the Queens‘lmd:lye'lsgg:tkst;a:hi X?Vi’ {{IIrSt’ electled vy > dangerous man For years Kelly was ant outstanding figure
which was then invariably held ‘m'S P s i at the Sydney convention® unti_l e dro_pped g

ydney. For eight or nine

consecutive years I was delegate to embarked on @ lucrative position ¥ he T. & G. Insurance

BTG e i convention during Sydney. He still keeps in academic touch with the
old Euﬂfgtolfn\?}l\dee:f\;?:}edge L ol methods of the g:rc?\;ni'cﬁ:itie: but is no longer in the thick of the

into militant activity the Vet all efforts to galvanise Lt Premier McCormack "0 & mo that occasionally 1e meets
were sabotaged or checkmat::::ll.g o prganization Mick, and they have dinner at an hotel in Sydney,‘where.
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they discuss the world situation and exchange

r dinner, h and
:&:iniscences of the old days of strenuous agitation.
One of the earlier rebels on the A.W.U. Conventions,

Jack Cullinan, then secretary of the AWU, Armidla‘le
pranch, 18 now but a memory in the history of the organisa-

tion though he is still an active worker in the Labour move-

ment in Sydney- Jack, through his pugnacious militaney,
unshakable adherence to principle, and hatred of the
intrigue and trickery of the AW.U. heads, was .the n_xost
detested rebel of us all. Absolutely fearless in his actions
and utterances, Jack was feared and condemned by Jack
Bailey, W.H. Lambert (afterwards Lord Mayor of Sydngy),
E. Grayndler F.W. Lundie and all the other reactionaries.
Jack Bailey, who later was alleged to be connected with the
sensational ballot box scandal, was Cullinan’s particular
enemy, and never hesitated on the floor of the convention to
fearlessly criticise and scathingly condemn Bailey and his
actions.

Charges of a most serious character relating to coT-
rupt ballot practices in connection with the annual election
of AW.U. officials in New South Wales, were constantly
being brought before the Sydney Convention. Cullinan, as
gecretary of the Western branch, with its head office at
Armidale, was in a position to pring to light some of the
fraudulent methods employed whereby to securée the elec-
tion of certain individuals. But, notwithstanding the secur-
ing of irrefutable evidence of ballot faking on several
occasions, as far as 1 know, no definite action was ever
taken to punish the offenders of the inner and ruling powers
of the A.W.U.
ey gzﬁ:\?’nbifz;e (;‘-B;nvention colmmenced one year, L met
RS ;b iﬁrﬂy Corso in the afte.moon. He told
e pﬂssem; & e Bhﬂt papers of a Naomi A.W.U. ballot

iy gp g and that those rtf.sponmble would not hes-
urder to get hold of this proof of their villainy.

Excitedly Cullinan pulled a revolver out of his hip pocket

and wildly flourishing it said that he always carried it to
188
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ghoot any of this crooked gang who tried to steal the tell-
tale ballot papers.

: These ballot slips, which were the subject of a commit-
tee inquiry at the Convention, were placed in a sealed
parcel in the safe at the A.W.U. head office by Grayndler,
general secretary, in the presence of members of the com-
mittee. The parcel was to be handed over to the Criminal
Investigation Department. After the Convention concluded,
Grayndler was absent from Sydney for some weeks. When
the safe was searched for the parcel — it had disappeared.
The safe had not been broken into, but unlocked. According
to Grayndler, only the secretary, McPhee, and the assistant
secretary, Karl Alhurst, had a key. Grayndler informed the
following Convention that he had “the utmost confidence in
the integrity of these two officials.” But still, the damning
evidence had disappeared.

Another mysterious disappearance of fraudulent
ballot papers occurred when 2 Convention committee of
inquiry (George Martens, M.H.R., was 2 member of that
committee) at noon on & Saturday deposited all the docu-
ments in a parcel in the safe of the A.L.P. strong room at
McDonnell House. Carey was then secretary of the LD
On the following Monday morning when the safe was
opened in the presence of the committee — the parcel had
vanished! So there was evidently a real conjuring depart-
ment attached to the AW.U. or rather that section that
traded in corrupt ballots and reactionary policies.

An incident in connection with the conscription referendum
was my meeting Harry Taylor after a lapse t_)f ‘20 years.
Taylor was & man of the highest integrity, prilliant intel-
lect, and unselfish disposition. As young men we had first
met in Sydney, prior to his departure in the '_Ray.l Tar”
with the New ‘Australia Pioneers. With so much_m common,
Taylor and 1 became great friends, although it was some
time before I discovered he was a passionate lover ul’ Shelley
the poet. When I made the happy discovery, it wasin George
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Street, Sydney, We stopped t0 grasp hands and embrace
each other to the ast,omshed amusement of passers by.
Harry, on New Australia and Cosme, proved to be one
of the too few genuine Communists, but to everyone's great
regret, family affairs and a serious preakdown in health,
compelled him to return to Australia.

Harry became owner and editor of the “Mildura
Times,” and oneé of the best authorities on grape culture and
dried fruits. He attended an Interstate Country Press Con-
ference, held in Brisbane, and traced me to the “Daily Stan-
dard”. We were, of course, delighted to meet, but within &
few minutes the inevitable topic of conversation, the war,
arose. To MYy amazed horror, 1 found that Harry was a
conscriptionist. Fortunately I had learned through long
experience never to argue with fanatics, fools, oF rogues. A
strict observance of this determination has saved me from
much heart burning and wasted energy- So I told Taylor we
would forget the war and all its horrors.

Harry was enraptured by the climate and resources of
Queensland and had several long journeys in the southern
part of the State before returning to Mildura.

. The evening before he left Brisbane, Taylor cameé to
Cosme” for dinner. 1 warned Mrs. Lane not to talk about
the war, but, as it happened, Roy Connelly, since well
known in the .joumalistic world in Sydney and Brisbane,
‘_‘150 came to d‘mner. Roy was then a young, wild Irish rebel,
intensely radical, though it is hard to conceive the later

Connelly as such. Dinner had not b 1 i
before the “war” ; i L i e

broke out. Connelly, & rabid anti-Britisher

in regard to the war, immediately entered into 2 fiery argu-

ment with Taylor, who, goaded by Connelly's un atriotic (7

fg.tacks on Britain and the allies, ret,urtedy'm sirr?ilar stragn).
n;el‘;t“a“!' Mrs. Lane, flr.oused by Harry's jingoism, could
sa‘\d-r‘L‘%}e; nll‘efr;m from joining in the wordy fray. At last I
iR a:‘;“tﬁsl‘}:?{ let us go to the other end of the room,
Tk elley“—- if he were alive he would not be &
e riptionist.” Like a flash Harry retorted: “Of
- e would, because Shelley loved freedom, truth and
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justice.” I had enough control to laugh and say, “You are
indeed hopeless.”

After the war, Taylor, like many other fine men and
women, realised the full criminality of the war, and how
honest, unsuspecting people had been fooled and lied to.
Harry had the courage and honesty to write 2 leader in his
paper, freely acknowledging his war—mistaken judgement.

This recalls & gimilar courageous action by another
fine Socialist — Professor Heron, who was one of the leading
Socialist writers in the U.S.A A master of the English
language, Heron's beautiful prose with his revolutionary
outlook made him an outstanding character in Socialist
propnganda. When America joined the Allies, four of the
most prominent America Socialists, John Spargo, Allan
Benson (editor of “The Appeal to Reason”), Charles Russell
and Professor Heron, were employed by the U.S.A. Govern-
ment 8s missionaries to expound the war—gospel according
to the Allies.

1 was deeply shocked at Heron's apostasy as his
Socialist writings were 2 source of inspiration to me and
many others. Some time after the war 1 read 8 poignant
article by Heron, then 2 professor at the Florence (Italy)
University, bitterly regretting the part he had played as 8
war advocate. He wrote (inter alia): “1 am suffering the
torments of the damned to know that 1 supported this
unholy war and was responsible for inducing many to go and
sacrifice themselves 01 the bloody altar of Mars, t.hough_l
mistakenly pelieved that the war of the Allies was foughtin
a righteous cause.”

1t would be interesting to know how many of our
Australian ant'-conscriptionist war—monge ing Lab'Our pol-
jticians have been honest enoug to confess their blood

{ltiness with respect to the war- 1 know of none, but 1
know scores who, with unblushing offrontery, denounce
Great War (because it 18 the vogue t0 do 80) _wh:ch they
ent.husiastieal]y gupported oF kept & cowardly silence-
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Chapter 17—

Russian Revolution

hen news of the Russian Revolution of February,
1917, reached Australia, with the acclamation of
the Tory press and Imperial capitalist govern-
ments, 1 jmmediately gensed that it was merely a political
one — a change of exploiters. The reports, meagre and
heavily censored, did not supply any of the actual position
or to what extent the Russian workers and peasants had
participated.
In a “Jack Cade” article, headed “Russia in Revolt” —
“A Political Upheaval” — “Qapitalism Still Predominant” —
1 wrote (inter alia): “The new Russian Government, in
common with all other belligerent governments, is deter-
mined to continue the war until certain trade objectives are
attained, altogether independent of the desire or well-being
of the workers. In Russia, as elsewhere, there is 8 rapidly
increasing number of workers who only see in the war, a8 in
all other capitalist wars, 8 bloody conflict between rival
financial and commercial interests in which the common
people gain no advantage but sacrifice everything. Knowing
that this view is largely held amongst the Russian toilers,
it is absurd to aseume on the censored news which is per-
mitted to be told, that the whole of the Russian people have
revolted for the sole purpose of carrying on the war to a
successful issue.
[mm"g: te:m dit a people’s triumph is untrue. The cables
'eﬂ.l‘emisyts'? Rﬂy mention in a casual way that the
in Russia are hopelessly endeavouring to obtain
?me vague and Utopian results from the present reshuf-
ing of the cards, but that they are only an insignificant

minority and are rapidly being forced to abandon their
192
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revolutionary. purposes. Yet,” I continued, “within the ken
of these: despised and impotent ‘extremists’ — lies the real
revolution — the only revolution that counts as far as the

workers are concerned. Political revolutions, such as has

take:n place in Russia, are sometimes of value to the work-
ers in respect to government,

0 but without economic freedom
the worker is in reality but little better off and all such
happenings are revolutions in name only. The very fact that
the Tory and capitalist press in all countries applaud and
countenance the Russian revolution, should, without fur-
ther argument, prove to the workers of what little real value
to the people at large the inauguration of the new Govern-
ment is. How different was the attitude of the whole capital-
ist press towards the Paris Commune of 1871, which was
really a revolution of workers, denounced in the most bitter
terms, slandered and hated, while the brutal massacring of
the Paris workers, even women and children, was gleefully
approved. Capitalism does not object to political changes, in
fact violent political upheavals are often of direct advantage
to the capitalist class, but economic revolution is a change
feared and resisted to the utmost.

«Under the new Russian regime the millions of work-
ers and peasants will still be ruthlessly exploited by their
patriotic German-hating employers, and whether the puri-
fied anti-German Government succeed in smashing the
hated Hun or not matters very little to the factory slaves or
peasants of Russia, who will still be but & despised and
overworked cog in the great machine of production for the

's profit.

i B“I;Inder the newly constituted government the old vile
caste of aristocratic landowners of Russia will still demand,
and get, their pound of flesh from their unhappy !.emmts.
and will still retain their many privileges, luxuries, and
power. The factory owner, trader, the food exgloiter, the
usurer, will remain intouched as far as anything revolu-
tionary is concerned, and can well afford to unctuously bless
all such ‘revolutions' as the present one.
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arhe worker can be, and is, robbed just as scientifi-
cally, just as constantly, under the protection of the great
American Republic as under the tyranny of an autocratic
Czar. Political freedom is certainly an advance on autoc-
racy, but unless it is accompanied by economic freedom the
lot of the toiler remains practically the same.

«As long as the whole edifice of civilisation is built
upon the backs of the workers, as long as the governing and
employing class are allowed by statutory law to exploit the
labour of another class, as long as there is privilege, power,
and luxury for one section of society at the expense of the
misery, degradation, and toil of another section, 8o long is
it idle to talk about a successful peoples’ revolution,

“There have been many successful revolutions of a
kind, but never a successful and permanent one, of which it
might truly be said that it was of the people, for the people.
W.hen that revolution comes, as it may sooner or later, then
will the supporters of the present order, led by the capitalist
press, be_as loud in their denunciation as they are today in
their praise of the Russian revolution, which, from the class

conscious workers’ viewpoint, is but the changi f
5 ging of one set
of taskmasters for another.” (“Jack Cade.”) i

= ]

!have quoted this article at length because of the supreme
Lt::)o;;zir;ce ;lf the later real Russian Revolution of Novem-
et g when the Bolsheviks tore the mask off the face of
e oi}n;hrevoh_:.tm‘msts and incurred the full venom and
o mee capitalist cla'sa in every country in the world.
“Irta cam'eas o many rlm-llions, the workers' revolution in
s owii ;” ! hada an inspiring revelation of the new society
e, f1-¢=,m'ned of am‘:l toiled for with little hope in
ik tix_lture. The _t.numph of the Russian workers
S e te;lshed a light across the world that gives
s i mass‘:)s o taht the age—lc_:ng tyranny of the select few
A S he people will soon be a nightmare of the
y writings and contacts with the workers I

continuously and passi
Sas passionately emphasised the vital import-
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ance of the Russian Revolution and the badly needed les-
sons to be learnt therefrom.

The stable foundations of the Communist society were
being laid in Russia despite the virulent hostility of the
worker's enemies and the thinly veiled opposition of many
“Labour” leaders.

One of the Russians in Brisbane who had escaped from the
Siberian exile of the Czarist government, returned to
Russia after the revolution. I had almost forgotten him in
the strenuous whirl of activities in which I was constantly
engaged. A letter 1 received from him dated January 25th,
1920, from Vladivostock, Siberia, caused me considerable
pleasure, especially with regard to his appreciation of my
militant articles. He wrote, inter alia: “My dear comrade
Jack Cade: I am always s0 busy and 1 am living in such &
condition that I had no opportunity to write you a letter,
although I was always anxious to do so. But I was always
reading the “Daily Standard” and enjoying your articles
there. I always con sidered that the best part of this paper is
the page ‘Among the Unions.’ Just & few days ago [ had the
fortune to read your splendid, well-informed, class—con-
scious workers’ article on the Russian Revolution in the
“Daily Standard,” dated November 18th. I really enjoyed
this article, so did my fellow workers. I have already trans-
lated the article and published it in a certain local paper.
The article made a very good impression, and gave & goo!

result. Since your article was written, the F:usmap Revolu-
tion, or rather the International Revelution 18 ro_llmg nhe?.d
with still greater speed and 1 believe that it will reach its

goal before long.”
= =
One of my most cherished memories with regard to the

i i i Professor W.T.
Russian Revolution are those relating to .
Goode, who, a8 correspondent of the “Manchester
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jan,” had visited Russia before and after the Revt_)lution ‘?“d
was recognised as & reliable authqr.;ty on Russian affairs.
On his return from Russia on & British dii:stroyer where he
had been imprisoned by order of the British Government
and all his papers, notes, et cetera, confiscated, he startled
the world of Britain by publishing & series of articles, “The
Truth About Russia.” It was the first time since the 1917
revolution that the truth of the epochal events in that
maligned country had managed to pierce the wall of lies and
anti-Bolshevik propaganda that had encircled Soviet
Russia. Professor Goode, with Cook, secretary of the British
Miners’ Union, and Colonel Malone, M.P. and a converted
Communist, toured Britain lecturing on Russia and telling
the people the long—concealed truth of the Bolsheviks.
Malone, for his part in this “subserversive agitation,” was
arrested and served a sentence of six months goal. Later he
married and abandoned his erstwhile revolutionary activi-
ties.
Suffering from a serious breakdown, due to his self—
sacrificing efforts in the cause of truth and humanity, Pro-
fessor Goode embarked for Australia to recoup his health
and visit near relatives in Sydney and New Zealand. Unfor-
ufnately for his own comfort and peace of mind, he was
dlscolvere_d by a newspaper reporter and consequently,
?:tsgltt';eh1s}3e?irelfor rest amli privacy, dragged‘once more
= wa‘: tlgepgo of a public le-.::tur_er on Soviet Russia.
00 . rst person to arrive in Australia who had
visited Russia since the revolution.

Goodectl;‘:mﬁn;ing a lecture on “Th-e Truth About Russia,”
populatio:ea:d ti-o mm:ly places optmde ?.he larger centres of
the back count OrIlTle tx_nany ﬁ'lendsllups: With. wur'{mers ot
bty :t.‘i; g?;hmto cgmmun:’cahon with him and
in Brish y with us at “Cosme” as long as he stayed
sbane. As our guest a very deep appreciati f

Goode's fine character, of his selfles 4 p!{)i i
sympathies, was born in the hearts ; ;:less,Lan g
Wiiesc wnh ihunh it Ks of Mrs. Lane and myself.
peace of mind and opportunity

t i : ;
109 quietly write undisturbed in the soothing charm of
6
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Dawn to Dusk

“Cosme” and its beautiful surroundings. A deep and lastin
fl'flendshm was the result and he andgl corresgonded regﬁ
arly after he returned to his home in Devonshire until his
death a few years ago.

A small committee was formed in Brisbane, of which
J.B. Miles, now secretary of the Australian Communist
Pa‘:tYu then secretary of the Workers’ School, was a very
at_:t.we member. A most successful series of lectures were
given by the professor, much to the wrath of the capitalist
press and to the resentment and secret antagonism of reac-
tionary and orthodox Labourites.

I still retain some of Goode's letters in which the
man’s nobility of character, high intellectual attainments
and unshakeable adherence to the highest principles of
living, found moving expression. Today Soviet Russia is
accepted as a commonplace phase of world change or devel-
opment. It is recognised as an integral part of the commu-
nity of nations, and its Government admitted (even though
gecretly feared and hated) to the highest conclaves of other
countries. Thus one is apt to forget — even if they ever knew
_ the courageous fight against the most powerful forces in
the world, foughtby a few of those who saw the light of truth
with regard to Russia, and at the risk of social ostracism,
lost friendships, and many other cruel penalties, dared to
stand almost alone and proclaim the justice and righteous-
ness of the despised, the slandered Russian masses. Profes-
sor Goode, to his everlasting credit, was oneé of the pioneers
in this battle for the honest recognition to the Bt_:la]levikn
right to their own destiny, and at & critical_penod wh_en
even many workers were ignorantly hostile to Soviet
Russia, Goode by his self—sacrificing courage, rendfzred
;invaluable service, for which every truth lover owes him 2

atitude.
i o{ Exrnke no apology in quoting lthe f°“°“;i“% e"t‘;:"'“ ;‘
hazardly from the small amount of correspon-
taken B Goude: “The deprensitn (19501 00
universal, save in Russia. That, of itself, sets up the backs
of her enemies. Russia is going through a tight time, but one
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o]l would come when they began to
into execution. But they accepte
o go ahead with & ze_al and an entthl:jta:;;
:ohtens others who now begin to fear, not 0 y i
e 2 4 and social position of Russia, but the
po‘lmcal qrgamsatwn £ success in this industrialisation of
lities for them © Slé\1 ] g8 it may sound, her ene-
the country. In fact, para oxica _ e
3 desperately her success, while proclaiming
“;:es' fia; appalling failure. I have lived long enough to see
i};z ::orld pass through one cataclysm and enter on @ s;agz
from which there can be issue on one ?f two ways — z :
complete overthrow — throu_.gh a social revglutmn, Dy -
disappearance, entire and swift, through the bitter animo
ities of people, fomented by the selfishness of the possessing
o “Continue indefinitely in the present worsening con-
ditions, economic and political, no country can. A few days
agolhada call from a Labour M.P., a former rebe}, also the
chief organiser, and two satellites. No one would infer from
their talk that the country and world were anything but
what they should be, and the M.P. was strong on the
‘eomradeship’ of the House, which means that it is a great
club, pure and simple, in which one gets stuck and gummed
like a fly in treacle and loses all power of initiative.”

«Never mind,” he wrote, another time, “ahout being
despised and rejected — we are all that who take up any line
which runs counter to the follies of mankind. Choose your
row — hoe it, and go on with the hoeing in spite of all. One
has the supreme satisfaction of knowing that one has fought
the good fight, and that if we fail or fall it is in a good cause.”

Referring to the British press (1931) Goode wrote:
“The bulk of the newspapers are despicable, they distort
their news, make comments lurid and play the game of the
folks with purses, whether they be politicians, financiers or
industrialists, For them the worker
tread on. If he starve — well let him
sooner come to a reasonable (?) level”
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Following a vivid recountal of the miserable and hope-
less position of the mass of the people, and the complete
bankruptcy of the capitalist countries, Goode continued: “It
seems incredible to turn from all this to a country which
was the Cinderella of Europe — Russia — and find the
opposite to all that one sees in the West. A galling pr
for all the anti—Soviet people, . a4

a1 English, French, American.
But it is a real fact, and one which gradually forces recogni-

tion. Indeed, it is just this view, just this comparison, which
forces the idea, or prophecy, if you prefer, that the era on
which we have just started will end in one supreme conflict
__ Communism against all other ideas or systems.”

Late and present developments throughout the world
testify to the remarkable accuracy of this forecast by Profes-
sor Goode and the inevitability of the final conflict between
the disinherited workers, “The Army of the Night,” and all
the forces of capitalism whether it be in the guise of Fas-
cism, Nazism, Imperial democracies oT prostituted Labour
parties. And my own unshakeable belief, despite the many
disillusionments and bitter disappointments [ have encoun-
tered during the battle of life, is that the Communists — the
working class — will achieve a glorious yictory in the
coming Armageddon.

In the meantime, all the pettifogging sections of the
capitalist world,.which include reactionary Labour Parties,
ally themselves with the masters of finance and industry to
stem the irresistible advance of the Communist faith. But
all in vain. As the Turkish proverb says: “The dogs bark —
but the caravan moves on.”

In the last letter I received from Goode, just before his
death, he wrote with his usual brave and undaunted spirit,
sending a final message of comfort, comradeship, and hope.
“I hope and hope again,” he wrote, “that things g0, if not
well, at least satisfactorily with you. The world turns upon
its prophets — its good men, 1 know, but I would have you
free from its claws. Anything else would be too unjust a
cruel. I saw that ‘Bob’ Ross had gone. Another link vglth

your side of the world broken. But it is of no use to repine.
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When the long day's work is dou€s hand on the torch, and

i ear: ‘Unarm, the long day’s
wcrit is done.’ But as 10ng as health lasts it is difficult to lay
down one’s arms; at least I find it s0. And after all we have
plenty of which to be proud, plenty to justify hopes. We have
not yet arrived at the state of Job's wife counselling the old
boy to ‘Curse God and die.’ And if that be true, it is true also
that ‘Hope springs eternal in the human breast’ and we will
do nothing to quench abs

“* L

The advent of the Bolsheviks to power in Russia aroused the
bitter malignity of the capitalist world and its press and &
turgid flood of distortion and lies regarding the Soviet Gov-
ernment was poured forth on this greatest menace to capi-
talist society. Official Labour also saw in the workers’
government in Russia a challenge to their audacious pose as
genuinely representing the working class, with odious com-
parisons to Labour’s utter failure to even attempt to carry
out bona fide working class policies. Consequently the cry
of the capitalist press and politician that Bolshevism was
the negation of all principles of democracy 0T justice, and a

menace to civilisation was re—echoed in the camp of reac-

tionary Lt}hnur. wlho greatly feared the floodlight thrown
upon their own ineptitude and hypucritical platitudes
t:hrough the success of the Bolsheviks. Not only the capital-
ist press and its adherents, but also official Labour in Aus-

tra]ia bfandEd a'ﬂ militant Bct.
on h
; A on the part Of the wor kers

! «Bolshevism” and «Bolsheviks.” An
stick ‘ .
standv:x:iiggti enough to use to attack all who dared to
s.‘lway?:fs;fiu;}; and the reactionary Labourite alike have
N a term of opprobrium and scornful rejection
e 43 1\1:rm"ilters the name attached to the left wing
g S VeV ihour movement. Prior to Bolshevism, the
i “I&; ‘;Ts.of l.he World” was the stalking horse
I W.W.—ism” and “LW.W.—ite” connoted to offi-

cial Labour — with thei itali
e eir capitalist bed—fellows — all that
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was most ijmmoral and iniquitous in pnlitinal and even pri-
vate life. This term of scorn and detestation was displaced
by Bolshevism, later to give way to the present name of
Communist for all “agitators and disruptors.”

Writing on the misuse of the term “Bolshevism” as 80
eagerly geized upon by all sections of reactionary labour and
otherwise to discredit militant workers, 1 wrote, in the
“Daily Standard,” an article, “Bolshevism the Scapegoat,”
concluding thus: “However, no sincere advocate of working
class emancipation will object to being termed a Bolshevik,
rather will the name be accepted with pride as an honour-
able one signifying the acceptance and adherence of a faith
that recognises only the one clase which is open for every
human being to belong to, viz., the working class, to whom
shall belong the earth and the fullness thereof, and to noneé
else. Bolshevism, rightly or wrongly, has been proc‘laimed
by capitalist government.s and press a8 the name whereby
shall be known (and suppressed if puss'b‘.e) all those work-
ers who seek drastic changes and the overthrow of capital-
ism. The challenge may well be eagerly accepted, and if
Bolshevism means uncompromising and bitter War against

the whole capitalist system, then no class—conseious wquer

response wherever there is 8 wrong to righted — 8
human desire struggling for articulation.
“Tn every workshop prooding Woe
In every hut that harbours grief,
Ah! is it not the breath of life
That pants and struggles for relief?”

Party,ona visit to Brisbane, had dinner with us at 'Cqsme."
During the evening's conversation, S_tmet Russia was
being discussed, and I emliedt.h in ;
of that govemment with natural critical comparison
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Australian Labour Party’s ipnomini 3
asa genuine Labour Party. %urtin, gf:iﬂﬁ;ﬁ:" ﬁ-m-cuu“
d\d_ not appreciate this truth and forthwith crit.‘p(')htmian’
belittled the Soviets, using all the insidious ar ulc:sed il
were, and still are, the stock—in—trade of all in;r.lents i
class parties and individuals. I was astonished 1a—:v%rku}g
being stupid enough to attempt to “put over” this e
twaddle on me oT anyone who had a sound knowled eso:l:t. s
tl:rut‘h about Russia, and told him so, also very quicklg O
ing his fallacious arguments. In reply to my resent)r'nimos‘
his method of attempting to discredit the Soviet Gov o
ment, he said, “When one is engaged in an argumente;:-
makes use of every point possible to uphold his cause - :
T‘ms_ political morality, however, never appeaied to
me, even in the sacred cause of substantiating an argument
or a slanderous attack on the Russian workers. Curtin’s
utterance on this matter gave me & pretty clear insight into
the underlying make—up of Curtin as 2 Labour politician
;r;(:t!;\szl:vszhﬁ lla)ter actions and speeches, as leader of th;.
, o s ; y
anti-Bq‘lshevik):‘a:;:fngit_:ny opinion of him, formed on his
i It_ was at “Cosme,” t00, that, prio
?)f t}?:t;? (:in the polit:ica] stage, 1 heard first—hand evidence
g Llfr: J;}rf;lr;orahty that dominates the inner circles of
repre.se.nt:at,ive oig:;‘, M.H.R. for Maranoa and Federal Party
i e e Queensla\rld executive, was discussing
e me one day. Like other politicians whom I
s gy n on occasions, they spoke frankly of the
Al e “fces ::dL;:):\:r membe_rs‘ gnd how their whole
becampe b dist::. rt:zs.ponmblhtles to the workers
e hﬁ:ﬁz. éf;ntil:e‘ ;:f these moments of frankness, said
) , T know you haven't a very high opinion @

Labour politici s
politicians, but if you or any workers were present

at a part; 2
party caucus meeting and witnessed the intrigue, the

selfish i
betr:y;eoi_ﬁw::kli:tél:lgdual§, the gross abandonment or
1f the workers of Queens:i:r::ln::;ples' w2 i

R ly knew the inside truth and

r to the appearanceé
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what really goes on, not one of us would ever be elected
again!”

If this was the mentality and position of Labour poli-
ticians 20 years ago what must they be like today after all
these years of corroding political power and prestige.

An emotional man, Page, towards the end of the war,
realised its trué criminality and horror. Meeting him on 2
tram going home one evening, he indignantly condemned
the war as 2 murderous outrage on humanity. 1 told Mrs.
Lane this when 1 got home. The next evening Mrs. Lane said
to me “Don’t you ever tell me anything again about Jim
Page's detestation of the war. 1 was in town today and heard
him in & recruiting gpeech from the Post Office steps urge
and plead for the young men to join the army to participate
in the European blood bath.”

Truly the polit.ician‘s mind must be 2 strange con-
glomeration of warring emotions — the eternal battle
between right and wrong. But anhappily it geems that with
yery rare exceptions, expediency and cowardice induces
them not to take 8 stand against populnr prejudices, but to

drift with the tide, to blow wherever the wind listeth. After
all there is seemingly s much grim truth as caustic wit in
the old anarchist motto “All men are born equal — but some
descend to Parliament."
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Daw! Chapter r noble action of the scores of thousands who, in order to
testify their unbounding faith in the protherhood of toil,
Wher cast aside all calculating oT restraining influences, made
rest. | the ha‘rd-—pressedl:ai::ayman'a cause their oWn, and flung
work : ‘ themselves int0 the thick of the bloody fray.
down 1 91 7 In d us tria ! Up heav a'l «1t, was not scientific industrial warfare — it was no
plent carefully conceived plan whereby to match or outwit the \
not ¥ o : Wl cunning of the fuller capitalist plot — it was merely 2 !
boy t }1‘;121%“:;{1:?::1 ;13}1}122: eﬂ‘l g: ?h ?;00_0} §1§ < :1“;. B humane and indignant protest by the workeTs against avile
that irade unionism st e . f 4 u; 1"; ian jnjustice to other members of the working class, and a8 such
dom ailway workshops the strike & r%a 1 with e‘:’ :’1‘,“ ales was a glorious triumph of true unionism. gtarvation, humil-
‘ty. Union sfter At withﬁus ca \t\t] shar b?“g rapid- jation, victimisation, and slander have peen meted out to
Y ed tools o try t0 Rkt LRe 0;1!;11ng the bitter cost, these unionists, who, regardless of cost, took uP the cause
The hour of need. Wi chut 3 ; g e“t‘ E ?w workers in their of their fellows- 1t is poor material comfort to s8Y that these
bitte itably resolw:re ey ty P ?Pafﬂdlon or what would inev- starving, victimised wor.kers, callously hludgeuned into
turg hopeless 0dds pes r:E o gf?“g ;a\m out ﬁght 3gf“n5t defeat by the nverwhe\_mmg power of money, have pro‘!ed
erm hesitate to de:clare ih tan fl ed‘?ft_ & H-S-W-_ unions did n?t their magnificent fidelity to the great pﬂnciple of working
tali time of battle, that at craft istinctions did _ﬂ‘_Jt count in class solidarity: But the s?hdant.y and unselfishness ghown
gov ik supective shvkio alnrmjury g i el B injury to all, during the recent sndustrial trm_:blehaa been the one E¥a%
gen happened to belon c?n:ng oT BREtION to which the workers redeeming feature of t.he.can_lpmgn.Tnle to their clasa.v‘::
Bt not detract from t‘E. g of the workers did an abiding faith in the justice of the cause, these workers
i lessons learnt de e o he fight in many Ways. Bitter nhave rendered 8 gervice to the whole of the Labour mov:a_-
i ness of Lat; and a realisation 85 BEVEL before of the one- ment of the Commonwealt.h, that can never be over—es! 1;
the Tk it By of the urgent necessity for the closest possi- mated, that ovetwhelming\y counterbalmces the apparen
me Strikegga ::a;.lon anfi unity amongst all the unions. The defeat of today. : pe done b the
tio i great impetus to the One Big Union scheme “In the ‘meantime, much remains to be t_l{ll! Ythe
up et IT)“’W t',he outstanding question being seriously workers if they desire to even_ret:aln what priv? :E‘e"af th{z
thi Und y unions t.hl'DUghout the Commonwealth. have today- Closer unity —# linking UP of the who e‘k o
ist Jutk Cad:r the heading wihe Workers' Glory,” I wrote 8 unions throughout the land — 8 © i“t‘ t:f all
tr it emal:d'e faxtulhng the unselfish action of the work- confession — by action et ﬂ?e commun - re:t aft
e (inter ab ghasising the lessons taught. The article stated the workers. A speedy preaking dow o (0 B et
- women \:31)0 :rhe mugniRoant solidarity of the men an distinctions that have gpelt nothing ut fh;ﬂ;‘t;;“l‘ r:““ﬁ“
o advancement fﬁ indeed fought the good fight of human A sane and practical renlis?t.wnu:h eal industria! ¢
o is one of the uut;?:(aireeiom GO RRIA comradeship — i . complete elx v ';de,egp:f e old anionism
o Pl R ) ipieny g phases of the titanic battle just jmal tactics, principles: s it these lines, & plete
o the workers of p: ontaneous and enthusiastic realisation of Organisation e utmost 1M son ¢ oduot-
-; of the workers’ ¢ oneness of Labour, of the eternal justice \ abandmment of the old s¥ . e
& ne cause, found soul-moving expression in the ness, ite castes, and its narrow vision- o
ci
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«Qrganisation on the broad and c_hs.llenging lines of
Big Unionism, coupled with the fine spirit of comradeship
so splendidly illustrated in the recent struggle, and the
Labour movement with the union, will sweep on from tri-
umph to triumph, until at last the crowning victory of indus-
trial emancipation, the abolition of the whole system of
wage slavery, will reward the workers and gladden the
hearts of all those who are today enduring a penurious life
of toil, under the benign regime of exploiting profiters.”

I am afraid that this vision in 19 17 of a united irre-
sistible working class movement in Australia has not
materialised. The day has not yet come wherein the exploit-
ers will be unknown and the people come into their own.
But, despite Arbitration Courts and time-serving Labour
politicians, the delayed victory of the workers is nearer,
much nearer, than it was in 1917, and the lessons of that
testing is today pearing fruit.

£l ==

The immediate effect of the 1917 upheaval was to give &
great impetus to the movement for the formation of One Big
Union to displace the ineffective and disunited craft and
sectional unions. The LW.W., as the pioneer of this bigger
unionism, had accomplished invaluable work in implanting
this ideal in the minds of many Australian unionists, and in
:YEW State there was an ever growing swing in this direc-

ion.
> The defeat of the unions in 1917 had revealed how
impotent sectional unionism was to meet in combat the
powerful Iand organised forces of capitalism. A Common-
wealth wide agitation for the One Big Union captured the
‘}:“"‘g“‘}ah"“ of thousands of unionists, also the fear and
{Jﬁghty of those unions and officials who dreaded any Tev-
‘,:.“ onary change that imperiled their comfortable Posi-

1008 mﬂed a halt to their reactionary policy.

" r ;l series of.union conferences in the various
, an All Australian Trades Union Conference Was

h -
;old in Melbourne, January, 1910. All States, including
6
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Tasmania, were represented and the preamble, classifica-
tion and rules of the “Workers Industrial Union of Aus-
tralia” were adopted.

The Queensland delegates at the conference were
«pim” Moroney, secretary of the Queensland pranch of the
Australian Railways' Union, and W.J. (Billy) Wallace, sec-
retary of the Queensland Painters’ Union. Wallace, about
this time, was also honorary secretary of the Brisbane
Industrial Council, which office he held until the amalga-
mation of the Council, Eight Hour Committee, and Trades
Hall Board, when R.J. Mulvey, secretary of the Eight Hour
Committee, became secretary of the new Trades and Labour
Council.

One of the “old guard,” a pioneer of the Queensland
Labour movement, Wallace has never faltered in his adher-
ence to the basic principles of working class organisation,
either politically of industrially. Today, as yesterday,
«Billy” Wallace is in the fore front of the fight, ever ready to
take an active part in the militant movement activities
however unpopular it may be. He s one of the very, very few
union officials who have retained the ideals of their youth
and never deviated from the hard and thorny path that does
not lead to political preferment or remunerative office. As
fellow members of the old South Brisbane Workers’ Political
Organisation (now known as ALY, branches), and on many
radical committees, 1 have been closely associated with
Wallace for many years. We have often fought together in
forlorn hopes, and he has never yet sounded the retreat.

The strongest opposition to the 0.B.U. (One Big
Union) came from the Australian Workers Union which, or
rather its bureaucratic officials and executive, regarded the
0.B.U. as an unscrupulous poacher on its preserves and a
revolutionary menace to the “sane” moderate Labour move-
ment. Added to this was an intense peraonal hostility by
leading A-W.U. officials, which included the general secre-
tary, E. Grayndler, Jack Bailey, W. Blakely, F. Lundie,
Senator Barnes, w.J. Riordan, Ww.Jd. Dunstan, and many
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others to «Jock” Garden and other militant 0.B.U. advo-
cates.

This hostility assumed a more frenzied character as
the 0.B.U. movement permeated the ranks of the unions
including the mighty AW.U., and one would imagine thai
the real enemies of the workers were not the exploiting
employers but those militant officials and unionists who
objected to capitalist Arbitration Court methods and
Labour duplicity and reactionaryism.

There was a strong militant section of the Queensland
branch of the AW.U., and at the annual delegate meeting
we were in a majority, much to the disgust of the secretary
and president, W.J. Dunstan and W.J. Riordan. Unfortu-
nately as part of an Australian organisation, the powers of
the Queensland branch were very restricted, and many
militant resolutions or recommendations were subject to
the endorsement or rejection of the annual Australian Con-
vention then held at Sydney. There, Dunstan and Riordan
were in the bosom of their reactionary comrades. The con-
‘\:entmn always had a good majority whereby to sandbag the
reds,” “LW.W."” or whatever term of opprobrium all mili-
tants were labelled. Therefore we received little mercy from

thE convention iq our persistent efforts to make the A W.U.
a hona fide working class organisation.

& =

This regrettable conflict of personali

(tl;?:ot;frtr?:en individuals in opposing camps has been all
e fa?l amengst the union. It has resulted in the col-
i inture of numerous well-founded schemes to fur-
i e an:fhestdof .the wprkers and lessen some of the
e e ::r sh_1ps which are the lot of the toilers. On
st et c(cl:asmn the helpless rank and file have been
ey ed on a cross of fierce personal antagonisms

ged without any thought of its dire consequences

between some of
thi - -
ahishmighs; e leaders of different policies or schools
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1 have sometimes said that the greatest blessing t%mt
could pefall the worker would be for these bellicose oﬁic'm\s
to be taken in a boat to sea and abandoned as derehr:ts.
Mutual jea\ousies __ g frantic scramble of the opposing
officials for positions of power and affluence }md been and
still are to 2 large extent, one of the most._sennus obstacles
to the desired united front of the w‘orkmg class. To the
credit of the Queenslanders, they, with & .few' exceptions,
refused to be dragged into the mire of militarist conserip-
tion. There was one well known union, however, the Austra-
lian Federated Union of Locomotive Enginemen, that
declared its adherence to conscription. The reactionary
character of this union can be gauged by the fact that, atha
State conference in Brisbane during the war yea:s.'rt e
delegates Were entertained at a civic re:eptmn by the :;::'
Brisbane City Council! Such an honour (§))] was u;uque mem‘
history of Queens\and anionism. When this con erett;c: =
cluded, 2 dinner function was held by the union i
was invited press representntives ﬁ"om“t_he P‘ltt.;ir 3_rl i
Labour metropolitan press — “_Gouner, D? Kﬁ ail,
«relegraph,” 88 well as the “Daily Standard.

i ; i
dard” had 2 monopoly of all union official news and reportis

this was also 2 significant in%icatio‘n of the outlook of the

locomen’s union. 1, 88 indush_'ial writer of the “Daily tan-

tionary o
ugomradeship )

depart.mental heads. The poliey of colla ot o
standing petween the workers n v
extolled and anctuously plessed 88 st
anionism. As 1 listened and.re 1 i
this repudiation of real unionism, The other
1ast toast, “The Press,” Wae pﬂpowd-d g o v 4
had left, so T was called on to respond.
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nation, determined, whatever the consequences, to strip
the veil of ignorance and hypocrisy from the caricature of
unionism and saciety that had been expressed by the speak-
ers. 1 pranded the «mutual interest of employers and
employees” policy as & lie and treachery to the working
class. 1 told them of the glories of the Russian Revolution,
what it connoted, and whether they liked it oT not the world
was being swept by @ revolutionary urge that would sweep
all opposing forces as they into oblivion. At the first pause
in my talk, I fully expected to be howled down. Instead, to
my amazement, there was a golid round of applause from
the 200 rank and file members of the union who were
present. When 1 finished I received an ovation and they
crowded around me and declared mine was the only speech
worth hearing, and if 1 didn’t report it fully in the “Stan-
dard,” they would complain that the repart wasnot a correct
one. Needless to say, 1 did not report my OWI speech.
Anyway, it was @ refreshing experience and the indignant
astonishment on the faces of the “heads” as they anwillingly
listened to my revolutionary utterances added 2 touch of
humour and satisfaction to the evening's entertainment.

] 1t is only fair to add that, like many others, the Loco.
Enginemens Union has seen the light, left the old beaten

track of class collaboration and joined hands with other

anions to demand for their members a place in the sun.

® ]

As one of the Queensland delegates of th A
al.att.er\;ded f.he State Labour—in—?ol?t.ics Conveniion‘,q\g(.i’ ifll
. gls;\r;ve in January—-February, 1918. Dunstan, secretary of
& AW.U. (Queensland branch), had been most anxious to
attend, but, as the date clashed with the commencement of

;\{f }J:QN AL annu?l convention in Sydney, he resolved to use
o {:tersonal m_ﬂuence with the members of the AWU
pags ; ;:: ;1::;131:1? t:: post.pors the convention for a we.ek.
¢ at year as Que i
Australian executive to the exclus?::hnd SHAP -

al ; : of Dunstan, and
23; desirous of being present at the A.L.P con?.v:nt,‘;?ns
1 r 1
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though aot for the game reasons as Dunstan, who was
successful in securing the postponement. of the Sydney con-
yention: But the plan miscarried with regard to Punstan, 88
the Queensland AWU. delegate meeting elected myself
(the biggest vote), G- Martens, Harry Bruce, and Jack Dash.
Riordan who would also have been defeated with Dunstan,
shrewdly sensed disaster, and withdrew from the ballot and
quietly secured 8 nomination from Bourke.

As usual, the AL.F. convention Was dominated by the
Labour politicians, and the “moderat.es"’ had avote ?f_apout.
A8 to the militants 99, There Wereé 13 Labour politicians,
jncluding W.M. Gillies (later Premier), W- Forgan Smith,
W. McCormack, E.G. TheodoTe, T.J. Ryan (Premier), and

R.
day wpjm” Moroney and 1 took ?1‘“
i bles provide
cats with three other rebels at oné oi: the ta ¢
ilose to the platform. Theodore immed_mtely dubbed it “T ]e‘
Bolshevik Table” and, by 8 strange mischancé, McCormac
ith us.
% wan the third day, despite the badly ecmiealed fe:}-:inda
ition © the po\iticinns, the conven ion carri
?‘l::;:}:yl and a\l—embracing resolution which, 10 the m‘\it.:;e
of an exhaustive preambieé, reviewed and condemne e

world W
had forced the convention n e”set;:msi iﬁr::
admit a reporter from the 1y St ndﬂa‘;1 : i

however, were subjec'{. to

—
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__ ghout 20 delegates — decided to leave the convention.
Lewis McDonald had evidently been watching me and called
me. He said: «ihen 1 got t0 the office at Junch, I found three
or four sheets of the ‘manuscript of the convention report
had blown off the table!” In reply to me he said it was the
portion of the report dealing with the peace proposals and
that he would instantly take it to the satandard” for inclu-
sion in the cecond edition. As that was all that was required
we, of course, let the matter drop. 1 heard later that McDon-
ald, breathless and ghastly white, had rushed to the “Stan-
dard” office with the «mislaid” report.

All through the convention the militants waged a
hopeless fight against the forces of the politicians. It was
bad enough then, 20 years 880, but with the constantly
growing power and unscrupulousness of the Labour politi-
cians and their henchmen, with the pbanishment of the left

wing, Labour conventions are today little better than a
hollow mockery.

L4 %
But the historic fight on the 1918 A.L.P.
that which on the last day raged round the
which 1 moved: “That this convention urges upon the Fed-
eral Labour convention the necessity in the interests of the
workers of Australia of the immediate repeal of the compul-
sory clauses of the Defence Act, and that the Queensland

delegates to ti i i
accu%‘dingl;," he Federal convention be instructed to vote

convention was
following motion

At the commencemen

l;f{':ered to bet five to one theatttl?: i
f“:::el;e‘:stlznhmany hax:d fought and bitter fights on con-
otgts e e one which this question raised 1 consider
e senses amtgnst_a of all. As the afternoon wore on oneé
oS 2w1{:lg‘lhg over of the moderates, to the left
i oolishly rose and opposed the motion. T told

ey, who had not yet spoken, g

that at th
AW.U. delegate meeting the previoust:’;: Q“ee!lsland

Riordan had presided ek, at which
,Thadm yeeh L
44k had moved a similar motion which

debate, McCormack
motion would be defeated.
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had been carried unanimoualy. Following Riordan, Moroney
expcsed the audacious attitude of Riordan, who sat a humil-
iated and furious man. We told the convention that the
workers of Queensland were waiting to see who were the
real conscriptionists __ those who suppurted the lowest
form of conscription — that of the boys. The gloves were off
and we undoubtedly frightened some of the reactionaries to
desert their 'political masters. With the exception of Charlie
Collins, every Labour politician delegate voted against the
motion. Randolph Bedford, who was not a delegate, but only
a visitor, with his well-known jingo Australian outlook,
continually interjected across to the anti—cunscriptionists.
Bedford's action 80 annoyed one of the country ALP. dele-

of Bedford, and who had voted enthusiasﬁcally with the
politicians all through the convention, that he actually
voted with the hated “reds.”

The finishing touch to an historic fight was just after
the chairman, T.J. Ryan, had closed the debate. C‘Paﬂie
Collins rose to his feet. “Let me speak," e cried, «1 will not
give & silent vote on such a question. E“Jerg time I g0 down

Moroney and I demanded & division, “€0 that the .wo_rke'rs os
Queensland would know who were the conlacnpho::ts.
The voting Was 38 for the anti—cnmpulsory clauses,
against, who looked & very SOTTY 1ot when they had to stand

up and have their names recorded. ;
The next morning I 1eft for Sydney t0 engage Im the

i 21t of the AW.U- reac-
annual forlorn fight against the mig i

tion. That year 1 was in constant fights for -six we
AW.U. delegate meeting, nearly two weeks: A.k.- A
tion, one week; AW.U. convent;on. ree W:: 3
had more than 2 fair share © i
indeed glad to get home and enjoy the peace of SOumE
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[n connection with the war, and Labour parties’ attitude
thereon, a later incident in this year is illuminating,
Although the Queensland Labour government had
remained solid on the anti—conscriptionist. question, the
policy of Labour had not diverged from that of undeviating
support of the war. It was too unpopular to oppose the
strong jingoistic fervour that was rampant and any ten-
dency to peace talk was calculated to lose votes at the
election. Therefore, all efforts of the more militant unions
and A.L.P. members to force a courageous change in the
policy failed.

Quite a large number of responsible members of the
Queensland Labour Party, including some Labour mem-
bers, still went on the recruiting platform to assist the
militarists to obtain yet more cannon fodder for the front
firing line. This was in 1918, when the Allies’ part in the
war had been exposed as the conflict to vanquish a danger-
ous economic and trade rival. In view of this situation, when
there was a rapidly spreading detestation of the war mad-
ness that had cost millions of lives and brought desolation
tl.? :.)ount.l_ess homes, it was an outrage on every principle of
s}?u 3{1;,1):1 t;(:r'nnl:nondhumanity, that Labour representatives
il mUl’epblﬂu(lit;es] ato c;etgradse the movement by calling for
S taihy Queenslanggcei;;'mf }IE ::so:}red to endeavour to
Ao ecutive of the .A.lL.P. to
enormity of recruiti represegiative fromecom ot tE the

“That in“_“ltmg- The following is the motion I moved:
s persistent;;e;foj ﬂ'&e fact that the Federal Government
‘military victory,' of :in:: ?lepart Sonsitemun RE IS 8
the Pacific and elsewherea 10;1 'Of t}'\e German: coloniss n
bringing about an end to t}?n e b“.teﬂy antagonistic to
l.“et.hods,’ as adopted by vari: wf 5 gk b RES AR
ing Queensland, and furth makabpumnaniimaosshnoi
R S

e war as conducted by the Allied

Governments, h
, has developed i
ol ped into a war of aggrandisement,
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can no longer be termed a war for democracy, and that its
continuance is diametrically opposed to every ‘int,erest of the
worKers, therefore, this Executive representing the A.C.E.
of the Australian Labour Party i8 emphatically of the opin-
jon that no Labour representative should appear on recruit-
ing platforms oF in any way endeavour to induce men 0
enmt-[)ne would have thought that there would not have
peen any opposition to such a resolution ir} 1918, but the
motion wWas the prelude to 8 bitter and stupid att,Eck on me
by Theodore. w\Where was Mr. Lane,” he shout,gd, when the
war started?” «Just where I am now,” 1 inter],ect.ed. dumb-
founded at his scurrilous audacity 1n inferring that 1 hald
ever done anything but denounce the war for the unholy
ing i s.
e 1‘*;.:;: all very well for Mr. Lane at this late hout 9{' t,}‘;e
war to come here trying to get & little cheap popu\anty y
i ce and anti-war.” i
talkmif?;: a heated debate 1 replied that if t‘kgese as:un;
ably picked leaders of the Labour movement d1tv.;1 golt;otn:he
the truth about the damnable war by now oF h& o
decency to tell it then they were not fit to n:cupy
responsible position ina wn_rkmg class movement:
in vain. It 18 almost unb ble, b
Labour representatives recruiting in ;
defeated by 8 full meeting of _t.he Q.CE! ¥ s
Going home that evening with Jim ‘ag&.“ i
don’t mind defeat in anY fight, 1 ha.velbeenl}n eryphurt. o
almost all through MY life, but I admit fe: ‘:n;gn ; B
being lyingly accused by Thef.:dore today of b€
oppnrtunist on the wat isi:e. ]: ge Te
that trouble you in the
1ef’(l‘.li‘.. meeting knows you and wl:ere you hav
_ and they also know Theodore:

=
wardly refusal to d? any-
the murderous capitalist

The action of the Q.C.E. in 'its e{;_
thing to encourage & cessation ©




Dawn to Dusk

war, to agbandon & subservient policy of support of the mili-
tarist beast, Was typical of the att\tl}de of Labour politi-
cians, with a few honourable exceptions, throughout the
Commonwealth. Yet, when the war ended, and the inevita-
ble reaction against war and militarism swept Australia,
the erstwhile war—mongering Labour Party and its mouth-
pieces had the brazen effrontery to prog:lalm from the house-
tops and highways their detestation of the war and
denounce the authors and causes of it as capitalist bandits.

Isit any wonder that 1 and others who, in exposing the
true inwardness of the war, for four long years endured the
bitter hostility and scorn of miscalled Labour leaders, have
Jost all respect oT confidence in 2 Labour party that did not
hesitate to betray the workers and unhesitatingly assisted
to prolong the inhuman slaughter.

The Labour Party’s audacious pose since the war of an
honest anti—war party in view of its own wart record, 18
surely a glaring example of political perfidity and expedi-
ency — and cynicism.

Labour and Socialist parties in other countries who
had likewise betrayed the workers in their hysterical sup-
port of the war, now it was over, join in the now popular
denouncement of militarism and war. At an International
Labour conference, held at Amsterdam, a delegate — Philip
Snowden — welcomed this eleventh hour repentance, but
rema_r‘ked that it was just as well to also remember the war
policies of Labourites and Socialists when the war crisis
arose. On the basis of this report 1 wrote 8 «Jack Cade’

article “The Australian Labour Party and the War,’
severely — but truthfully — reviewing the Party's policy
through.out. the war period. This much required reminder of
Australian Labour's failure to function as a courageous,

non-war-; | s "
on—war—mongering party in a time of crisis, was evidently

z%o‘gjtt;r a Eill to swallow as it was not published, being one
= De c:.lw‘ J a.ck Ca'de” articles thus treated during J.V-
cDonald’s editorship of the “Daily Standard.”

]
216
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i ol idity £ all the

well said that Stupidity 18 the ro.at of !
s F 51?2 world — and war is the supreme evil, because it
idity.” Labour oT so—called Socm&tst
tenanced 0T

i ho, for whatever obscure reals.o_n, c”oun
e eatest “gypreme stupidity, canm:.nt,‘b_y any
anner of pﬂlit'\ca’l jugghing escape theit responsabﬂ\ty for
rt?ne jgnoble role they played throughout the war.

w5




Chapter 19

Q.C.E Morality

s a member of the Queen sland Central Executive of
Athe Australian Labour Party for nearly ten years,
from 1915 onwards, I have had the opportunity of
gauging the depths of political mendacity and expediency
which were the cardinal points of that select and all-power-
ful organisation. The experience has been invaluable inso-
far as it enabled me to get a close—up view of the machinery
of Labour—in-Politics and to assess at their true value the
genuineness of the Labour Party’s assumption to express
the ideals and lead the workers of this State out of the
House of Capitalist bondage.

The experience has sufficed to convince me that the
Labour Party as functioning today, is far removed from its

original purpose. Instead of honestly facing the position and

suurageously challenging the right of the capitalist exploit-

ing system to any longer rob and sweat the mass of the

people, the Labour Party had degenerated into an effeté and

reactionary organisation that, in some instances, rivals its

ﬁ{glhca\ opponents in its vicious anti-working class activi-
5.

: Dominated by Labour Ministers, the Q.C.E. had
always pursued the path of compromise and adopted vote—

snaring policies even though the trusti 5
thrown to the lions in the prgoceas. e i

Although there is a majori i i

! jority of direct industrial rep-

:eaeniz_atwe members of the Q.C.E., unfortunately with few
xceptions these delegates have been and a

1 8 h: re spineless fol-

:\?tz:: aocf ﬂ:‘ ;..ahour politicians. To successfully resist the

e 3’{ 5 overbearing egotism of the purely politica
e Q.C.E. an industrial represen

ik tative has to
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i i 0 herewith to
ledge, intelligence and couragelw r
poss:s;ntlnzjercgme the power[ul and insidious 1~_'1\ﬂ\.1e1t:c:=.1
mE:rcised by the po’lit,icinns. Very.few Q.C.E. memh:.:sT ze-
o e qualiﬁcat.ions with the inevitable result that the

et cCormacks and Forgan Smiths have always been

the senior dominating authority on the Q.C.E. On terms of

tralian Railways Union,
{ the Austra ke

-]
ing its adherents on all ?ccnsmn
workers' tTué representat.wea an!

— own eclipse; P us
Lali:?n' party and of militant F:m ofr\iiua
decade, has rendered the Q.C-E- a
pollhc{: ::as __ and stillis 1 aupps; e .
highest honours in the Queenslat:\ $ot
member of the Q.C.E. I,hnwe\-er, ppe e o
of its greatness: 1 often used to :“ 3
McDonald. & Co. consider s
QE.Be— in the same caste 88 ayr e
actually felt humiliate to l‘e‘f‘_

as these perve rs of the
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My first insight into the real Forgan Smith wi!’.‘n regard to
his claim t0 be a genuine workers’ representative occ_urred
on the Q.C.E. 1 had been particularly friendly with him on
account of his Socialist faith and apparent honesty. At &

C.E. meeting, the militants were making the usual vain

attempt to force the parliamentary party to give effect to &
reasonable claim of the workers. Forgan Smith arose with
blustering indignation to strongly resent the «gudacity” of
the Q.C.E. to attempt to “dictate” to the Labour Govern-
ment. He welled visibly in venting his righteous wrath at
our simplicity in imagining that the Q.C.E. or any other
working class organisation had any right to advise or con-
trol the mighty Labour Government. This revelation by this
later lath—and-plaster «],abour” Premier, was more than
gufficient for me to disregard for all time his pretensions as
a bona-fide Labour representative. Forgan Smith at that
time was not even Minister, so one can humorously try to
conceive what kind of an egotist he must be today as @
Premier. “The never—ending audacity of the elected person!”
that scathing indictment of Walt Whitman's, gurely must
have been born as specially designed to apply to Labour
politicians — not only in this State but elsewhere.

! 1 soon discovered that Theodore, McCormack, J.
Fihelly and the rest of the political bunch, had a philosophy
and °‘_1ﬂu°k with regard to the Labour movement that filled
ong “]“th amazed contempt. This outlook was, of course, not
ey sy, b oune ot LY S v

. ever a serious question was

dealt with by the Q.C.E., the i
i attitud
gentry was not, “Is this a ri oo

ht o Noipe
Labour point of view,” butg r wrong principle from the

n “How will thi :
fare?” Then they considered wh - is affect our wel

: ether they could wi

zt:tl:‘;::lea hET ;: action that they could “Béet awav;“:li:}?i;ez
i o:o du the workel:s. If it was considered too br;zen
o 3;1 B 0 80, the plastic politicians would make a virtue
e silty and do the right thing by the workers. As
i g Inﬂwledge of the politicians on the Q.C.E. is
i ed, I never knew them to frankly adopt a ge;m.ine

y -
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working class p'rinciple without demur — unless it hap-
pened to suit them. :
The endorsement of nominees for official or parlia-
mentary positions also revealed the unscrupulous methods
of the Q.C.E. right wingers. With an effrontery that almost
commanded respect (it did amazement) 2 separate method
of considering the endorsements of their own friends and
supporters and the condemned militants was unblushingly
exercised. One of the right pbrand was always sure of
appwval unless he had commit.ted some outrageous crime
which even the Q.C.E. could not overlook. On the other hand

was lucky to pass the test and secure endorsement. But a
least in this period 90 years 8g0 °f less, _members of the

1 had always °of the Q.C.E. opposed the endorsament.
as a Labour represenmtives of any employer and, of course:

been granted. A resolution rom the addington w.P.0.,

be eligible as 2 Labour representat.ive" was & npt:d at a

Lahour-in—Palit,ir.s convention at Ro¢ hampton an

to the rules and constitution of the Labour ?srt-y.
Shortly afterwards, ata @ _E. meeting, e

an employer wWas submitt.ed for endorsemeth g

always 1 would opposeé it, but po nted m.lt'.s : 4

3 jrely dif-
Rockhampton resolution, {he positiont waw - tire y o
ferent and the endorsement fon\d not noW_ : &

I had not yeb evidently realised ;:a!zun:m t‘l'_lckl of
Labour politicians to gain the :

the warkers. Theodere vx.mlmlv ;t::::
heresy hunt by Mr. Lane, and he d@ et
hampton conventio
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employers generally. It really meant, he said, members of
employers’ organisations with a political platform opposed
to the Australian Labour Party!

1 protested against the outrageous absurdity of this
interpretatiun of the intention of the convention to exclude
employers from the Labour Party. 1 pointed out that
employers’ federations, chambers of commerce, OF other
employers’ organisations did not have any political platform
in their constitutions, but every worker knew how bitterly
anti-Labour they were. “Billy” Demaine exclaimed with
horror: “Why, you would exclude me a8 1 am a member of
the Printing Trade Employ ers’ Association.” “That would be
tragical,” 1 retorted, “but you would be only & gmall sacrifice
for a fundamental Labour prwciple."

However, the resolution to exclude employers from
the movement was thrown into the waste paper basket ag
something that would be a source of danger

to the welfare
of the Labour Party.

EH F

On aceount of W.G. Higg's (Labour M.H.R,, Capricornia)
very questionable attitude on the conscription issue, but
more particularly on his very definite antagonism to a pro-
posed conscription of wealth and to relieve the workers of
some of their burden, I opposed his re—endorsement, stating
that T had too high a regard for the Labour movement to

agree to the nomination of such a representative. Of course,

1 received no support, only ab ithi i
, only abuse. Within three years Higgs
was called upon by the Q.C.E. to show cause why he should

ot be expelled from the Labour Party! Every member of the

Q.C.E., including Moroney, with the i
r}r:_yaelf.‘ received a personal letter from ]-Ti,il;;ae“,:a?p%:i:iln;f
is actions, but he was repudiated by the Q.C.E. and £
tua'llylgo; put out of politics. gt
t has been my experience in connection witl
! h the
gegtfil' t;l::lt ;‘:h'olugh its meetings were supposedly confi-
g & etails of.decmlons and discussions not to be
e ged, 1 never received the benefit or protection of this
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loyalty. Always, within a few hours of the Q.C.E. meetings,
any action oT utterance on MY part against crooked or non—
working class individuals was always conveyed to the per-
sons concerned.

0 =

The advent of the LW.W. in Australia, about 1913, suppliec_l
a badly needed energy in the direction of militant industri-
alism which, under the combined retarding influence of
Arbitration Courts and Labour politicians, had lost most of
the uncompromising yvirility that had l::een such an encour-
aging feature of the earlier movement in Queensland. Asan
insistent driving force, the LW.W. had attx:ar.t.ed the sympa-
thy and support of the left wing of the umt.:ns, while 15 had
also aroused the open antagonism of the moderates and
i itical masters. :
e 1‘31?}]1::1:;1 W. comprising the vanguard o‘l' working class
reyolt, was regarded — and treated —by this latter section
of Labour as 2 deadly enemy — a pariah %3 a dx_sn;pt.we
force — which at all costs haq to be dlscredlﬁtg an: 4
destroyed. Just as later “Bo‘lshelvlls-m" and toda% _n:nm;:s
nism,” is the bogey of Labour politicians, 82 Lw’i‘h .—::rm -
the object of vicious attack and Eepudtatmn. 4 e’th malliw
with Communism today, was dehbe::ate\_y and Wi
applied to all individuals and orgamsatmns
the official Labour movement and ea'mest. y e
keep it on the straight track of workin
Unfortunately the LW.W,, 88 a
romising © ponent i £l
I'zn’.\rget fo?- t{:e attacks of poht.\eal an 19:3:'-“‘_! Labo
which were pledged to political 88 well as 1
1t is worth noting oM this t:\;es:wn:
although the Communist i
the (i‘.l\%.w. was nnti—politiﬂﬂ'l- it has '“'t",h‘ oﬁﬁ'\p‘ i v
same scornful repudiation and y ] WW. It
throughout Australia 88 was rected agal® s g
is clear that, whatever 870 or P adheres |

agates, 8 revolutionary policy
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Dau
system, with its ultimate overthrow and the destruction of
My all forms of exploitation, will be pranded by the official
his ! Labour movement as anti-Labour and a deadly enemy of
ont the working class.
acct The stalking horse of LW.W—ism was gleefully used
Q.G by Theodore and his fellow politicians to attack all the
atte militant elements in Queensland. I, of course, Was regarded
Tea as an ] W.W-ite,” notwithstanding that 1 had never fal-
blu tered in my belief in, and advocacy of, direct political action
the on the part of the workers. But the LW.W. bogey was too
me rich an opportunity to be allowed to remain in abeyance, 80
oul the Q.C.E. decided to issue an “official manifesto,” “Solidar-
WO ity or Disruption,” wherein to attack the LW.W. and casti-
tro gate militant Labourites at the same time.
lat I was absent in Sydney at an A.W.U. convention when
s the Q.C.E. made this decision and the first [ knew of it was
al the receipt of & letter from Lewis McDonald, secretary of the
tit Q.C.E., advising me that I, with Theodore and another
co whose name I forget, had been appointed a committee to
P1 draft. the desired manifesto. It is against all procedure to
th appoint anyone to 2 committee or office without the knowl-
he edge _ar!d consent of the appointee. I sensed that I had been
pe iappumted in defiance of this rule in order to ensnare me
& m!—;)_ a position to have to denounce the LW.W. and other
i et ahehe Lo i
i o accept the position, also to insist
0l that my opinion of the militants should be inserted in th
0 manifesto, failing that to resign. o d
a

At the next meeting of the

‘ Q.C.E., Theodore submit-
ted a draft manifesto overflowing with his usual condemna-

tion of the left wing. I, as a member o i

gt;;,&ct;fa;? this m?thnd and it was agreeé tt}t:st ti::ﬂ:}‘::;“ig
e almaml'?stu and later collaborate in its final
e ‘.port;v:;as fully exp_ect.ing Theodore to refuse to
b shi l.in 0 ht.he manifesto relating to the militants
gL ang a;zpt.eeg‘: nt:;:a demur and after it had beer’l
the signatures of all mem{)er: u?t(}lnfd g‘;’f g e
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Included in these signatories (March, 1919), were the
Premier, T.J. Ryan, E.G. Theodore, J.A. Fihelly, W. McCor-
mack, D Gledson, Ms LA, T, Maruney RJ. _Carrol, G.
Lawson, J. Page, J.S. Collings, MHR., WJd. Riordan and
ie.

Bl H’I‘l}%eg decline of the Queen ¢land Labour Party since this
manifesto was issued in March, 1919, is too well known 1o
the deluded and disil‘luginned work:ers .t.n need comment.
Twenty years ago it fell far short of it highest purpose a'.:xd
ideals, but it was then possible to at least: gall a halt to its
downward path and force some recognition — however

Herewlt‘h is that portion of the manifesto relating to
the militants that I wrote and was n_ccepted by the 1
Such a declaration, reasonable as jtny would be inconceiv-
from the Q.C.E. today. ; S48
Sk 1:‘?I‘o Members of Workers’ Political Organisations and
liated Unions: g .
S8 m’l‘?\e Queenslaﬂd Central Executive 1_:{' the A_ust.rah:.a.r;
Labour Party, being desirous of coﬁsolidaht;g -(:1: :gs:at;aa
i i
d olitical wings of the Labour ovement, 10 3
?:rl\itgd front may be presented to the conservative and reac

4 t any € ement 10
tionary forces opposed to it dectares that B T deflects

the ranks of LabouT: political or m'}“s“ial' v{:w of the full
the Movement from its true gim — the securiné

»._ or which
results of their industry to all wealth -prmh'l:eraut.h::i:; ,‘ or
destroys its discipline ©f unde;m:-l';‘::‘;‘: endangers it®

: : eri
which, by ik “nw“mnteint.erests oi" the movement

.

solidarity, 18 detrime:‘;tal to the
and must be combated. :
The Movement 1ooks to educahanoﬁd
political reforms 8s strike at he T we i iy
which the masses now suffer. By loyalty e 4 Rules
of purpose, 8i™h, and met.h-od alone, g o vertheless
are but a means of securing un : .
their observance and recogn! on ar i onsiders
While the Queena\and Qentr
that it is its duty 88 the execy ive
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to clearly enunciate the only constituted policy‘of that Party
and to draw attention to the dangers threatening by uncon-
stitutional and disruptive tactics, there is no intention or
desire in any manner to stifle legitimate criticism or advo-
cacy of newer and what may be considered better and more
rapid methods wherehy to achieve the ultimate objective of
all true Labourites.

The Queensland Central Executive fully recognises
that the suppression of bona—fide and honest criticism is
vicious in principle and reactionary in effect, and would
inevitably result in stagnation and early decay of the
Labour Party. Without the driving force of the left or
extreme wing of Labour, and intelligent and advanced crit-
icism, progress and virility are impossible.

At no period of working class history have there been
such revolutionary changes in the thoughts of men as at the
present time. The heresy of today may become the ortho-
doxy of to—morrow. The minority view that was rejected
with scorn today gains acceptance and becomes the deter-
mined policy of the majority. Therefore, all sections of
thought that make for the advancement of Labour on sané
and class conscious lines are welcomed by organised
Labour, so long as the great underlying basis actuating its
advocates is the earnest desire to improve and solidify the
Labour Movement, to strengthen and not to disrupt, to build
and not to destroy.”

i 82:°§;:i-is‘-h; 1-\§-W-. as an an_ti—pclit,ical 'organisa-
nLhe,r attitude wa: o 'blcu?demned il man_lflest,o. ot
like the Q.C.E bulz(;;Sl e from an avo.wedly political body
e gmup‘ t;\ ;r‘iciou ; e original intention of Theodore alnd
section onueenslansd}vrv::lt::k ag'ld Slgnder ol et
sl s sadly misfired, much to their

%5 =B
At the conclusion of th
> e Federal conference of the Austra-
lian Labour Party, held at Perth in June, 1918, at a meeting

c;i;the Q.C.E., I moved a vote of censure on the Premier, T.J.
6 L]
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ck, and J. Fihelly, three of the Queens-
- “:I h::fgc:;nt:‘e conference, Who apparently had voted
13“@ det et{g'\eir instructions from the A.L.P. convention held
?ga}];issbane in January, 1918, with regard to compulsory
in in
miliw:[“}"] tral\;:;lri‘land convention had most cnnvinf:ingly 23
despite :ﬂ desperate politicians resistance — l:arne% aTes-
i structing the six delegates to the Perth conference
o= “tl' r the repeal of the compulsory clauses of the
i }[:. t. For the purpose of covering up their tracks on
De‘fenced ctl‘wr important questions decided a_t the Peﬂ.‘l:1
i that conference, at its opening session, resolved
ccﬂf&f&m‘ﬁi sh any division lists. Consequent\y the rank :n-
- P‘»‘l‘ workers were kept in jgnorance as to howtt deil:
i tives voted. Speeches,however, were 1'.e|pordleh 2
TEPTESen_tBi ort which, in some instances, 1pdu:at.e . f(; "
thes DS ere going to vote. It was on t’!us unsatis
o 3}531‘? \:‘rrlowledge that 1 based the motion of cetri\:ur;
Fihelly did not appear at the Q}_{C.E(.‘.l.aa:!enptegd i
the charge but admitted its truth an Guapen b
?T‘S\‘j’e" is action il‘\ defying the instruction from i
?os;lfz'rl;:: EZbate was in an interesting and heat® :
ion.

hair-
hen T.J. Ryan arrived. On being informed by the ¢
w s
man, W. Demaine, tha.t s
gure motion, the Premier state et o
Perth conferencé whlen the vo y
subst.antiat.ed this. 1 8 oo piint” e

; ut pointed out that owine .y g
Byanf i}fza::ﬁ:::r'.?e irEl not publishmg d:y:smn lists
ice 0 :

j the!
only judge delegates by "
An;rv':ay, while there was 2 doullﬂ- ﬂ:s 0 vt Conmrt
compulsory military qm_-.suon, ;-'
him from & censure motion 8 suon
be the Premier. ; realising

the seriousness of his positi® i :
“\:: if‘;e was going to rown he :int:\ ot er, 4
alone, but would drag others down
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Daw its usual shrewd method of avoiding all unpleasant issue
__ unpleasant, of course, only to the approved circle __Sléﬁﬁ
M;f Q.C.E. adjourned finally “until further information .
his ¢ secured.” Thus the matter faded into the darkness ot‘}~.was
on t and oblivion that has been the fate of many other und u?h
Eccg able happenings in connection with the Q.C.E. e
atte = e
reat
: My most outstanding experience of the domi
T mo e dominance
the pohtm_an on the Q.C.E. over supposedly industrial :Z;:l:.
i | sentatives came when the demand of the unions for th
! restoration of the basic wage, which had been reduced he
| the State Ar):';it.ration Court, was considered by the Qc% Ey
i Fqllowmg the decision of the Court in 1925 to r'eci -
ot t‘h_e basic wage from £4/5/— to £3/15/—-, there e
| wide agitation by the unions for the G;JV e
ors 4 € | ernment to restore
o | e basic rate by legislative enactment to £4/5/-.T
o ers bitterly resented the drastic cut b g
iz i e ms s ey l(:_u y the Court, and real-
Pr instrument of the caiitaliaslzpela iy that wade G
th the supreme authority in t,hc ag-s. e demand gL EES
Y ment, should give the wor]: i Il..abour -
] del'lii!(;them bt ers the modicum of justice
n intense i ;
F f{arce their pulistic‘z‘:: a:gn bk Fﬂrned g urliEg
3 il i T Gwesn::entatnyes to take action but with
2 iy el}t shirked its responsibilities in
(] Arbitration Court and th a: 2 el fxed b ES
. P;rliament e i: klz ‘:;'as outside the jurisdiction of
} of the Court or override its decei!st';znc{ueﬂmn e

This sua
aroused such av :mn:gi‘l::%dp::t;eie%ing the unions’ demand
st that the Q.C.E. was for
MACES L ce

to deal with th
& qu 3 d
vened ‘{?11' that pusp::zmn and a special meeting was con-
the uni c
union representatives on the Q.C.E., and they
C.E,

were in the majori
i E].ont,y were i
organisations » Were instructed an .
to uncompromisingly insigtplzdfﬁg by the]r
restora-

tion. But the L
abour Mini i
s inisters, with Theodore and McCor-
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mack as the spear head, came to the Q.C.E. armed to the
teeth with statistics, statements and arguments to show to
the gelfish and unreasonable workers that to restore the
e to £4/5/- would immediately result in the bank-
of Queens‘land, close down many industries and
throw t‘housanda of workers on the unemployed market. A
truly tragic picture was painted with the most lurid r.oln_urs
as the sad fate of the wage earners and their unhappy wives
and children if the Government so far forgot its duty as
unswerving gnarehans of the welfare of the people as to
weakly gubmit to the workers’ demand.
1t was an amazing attack, bristling with unscrupulous
distortion of the true position. But the politicians kn_ew_ we
the yacillating cowardice and ignorance t\‘\e' 1_naaonty of
the union representatives, nor was the politicie
dence in their ability to overawe and throw dust in the eyes
men mistaken.
o thei:s t’:e unceasing battery of politicn\ eloquence and
sophistry thundered against the advocates of wage restora-
tions, one could see the ranks of the unl

of the Crown! Chri ‘k % onsibili
the resp
that he could not take R.J. Carr 1

3 pers out of Wor state
%T:Vd;:{dh]i:;e:: vote for the restoration of the b.uu: ‘“Ee-
as he had been deﬁnit.e‘ny jnstructe his exe':u::l:t oo
gamated Engineering Union), the_‘fﬂ“- “r"“  heodore
'l had been present at the @.C.E- m.ee*:l ancti F ould have
;l, and other Ministers, is, Carroll's, ins

been differe! L

And so the fight went on. 1 ﬁ!‘;‘d :\1::'1“‘ e '::;eved
financial statements of the polil h::l‘ » § means whatever

them, and no oné at that meeling
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of checking the Government’s allegations, left me abso-
lutely cold, and that the workers’ demand was a challenge
to the Guvernment‘s pretensions to represent the workers.
When the division was taken only seven voted for the resto-
ration motion. The following are the seven Q.C.E. members
who did not betray the workers at the behest of the unsecru-
pulous gang of politicians: R.J. Carroll, R. Sumner, D. Gled-
son, M.L.A., G. Rymer, J. Hayes, (A.R.U.), S.J. Bryan
(Electrica\ Trade), and E.H. Lane (A.W.U.).

The attitude of the Q.C.E. on this guestion caused
extreme indignation amongst the rank and file and I was
anxious to issue & minority report on the part of the dissent-
ing delegates. But Bryan declined on the grounds that it
was a majority decision; Carroll and Gledson, of course, L
knew would not agree, and Sumner had left Brisbane. Con-
sequently, with only three of us, it would have been &
minority report of a minority of a minority, which was
impossible, so0 1 abandoned the idea.

The sequel to this victory of the reactionary Q.C.E,
was written within a few weeks when the railway workers
through_out the State went on strike for the restoration of
the basic wage to £4/5/-, with some other demands. The
strike was settled by the Government (W. Gillies was Pre-
mlra ) g b T s
EE:r:hI‘:ﬂéngr[:‘:;:tmgags, and t}'\e irony of the situation was
direct action rat::.'. . ﬁfudgmgly fmd A indusiigl
R poli't'f;al c::?;%r: e restoration, exposed Theodore
e Tl et ortiii,as mountebanks and brazen

i =

. .

t,:eonQeCOfEthe}four or six representatives of the AW

direct: f.m.m(tt : number varied, one or two b

dircyasiui e ALP. conventions), 1 found myself in
uous conflict with the other A.W.U. delegates

fi
z:a:f\cllas;.mﬁzt;:l Labour principles, W.J. Riordan, W.J. Dun-
230 yn, J. Dash, R. Funnell, and many other

.U. on
eing elected
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AWU delegates, were invariably solid supporters of the
olitical sectiom and bitterly 0990596 to the small lmlhtant
minority to which the two Australian Railways Union dele-
gates were always attached. :

The Q.CE, being an executive body, there was 1o
possibi'lity of camouflage by delegates with regard to t‘.h_exr
aLtitude or votes and my position 8s an unc:?n'\\p_rormsmg
opponer\t of the reactionarylsm of. t.h?, qohmuang and
AW.U. delegates was a grim and Ehsc}u'\et.mg‘repr})ach to
n-; AWwW.U. colleagues: 1t was an jnvidious situation a_nd
demanded my removal in the interests of the peace of mind

i is followers.

i Rmrld}?:da;i:; been elected to the Q.C.E.in the annual
pallot and polled 2 very big v?te in excess of the othe'r
successfu] nominees. So there did not seem to be ?rg{ po:s:‘-;
bility of my being removed by an ad_verse w.vt;fe.t;:l . ee:ims
and file. Butata delegate meeting Rwu_lan, on g e t.pn e
grounds that the pallot had resulted in the electio

northern delegate, who could not possibly atten

meetings in Brisb

me, “That i8 the end of me next year 88 2
R eROR This predict‘mnt R as 2
support ame ;
3:?1;::: ‘:;3:::3‘&1 a:}:g 1 was defeated 10 the secret ballot of
the delegate meeting: ¢ QCE. after
Thus conclude
ten years strenuous an
against what proved imp!
regret the experience W
revealed to me without &
Queensland branch © the
least as expressed consistent!y P,
governing authority of the Party
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genuine Labour Party with an honest desire to protect and
advance the interests of the workers at all costs.

I discovered on innumerable occasions that no
intrigue was too unclean, no method too audacious or
unscrupulous whereby to entrench the privileges of the
Labour Party in ite determination to retain political power,
and to defeat and discredit all those who foolishly imagined
that the Labour Government was & courageous and fitting
expression of working class principles in the political arena.
Since my personal contact with the Q.C.E.,ithad developed
into a political machine, whose closest counterpart appears
to be the old infamous Tammany Hall of New York. Today
the Q.C.E. reigns supreme in its authority, its one time
militant members and minority no more, bludgeoned or
intrigued out of its sacred precincts, it is indeed a fitting
executive body for a Labour Party that grovels at the feet of

that most astute and tricky of Labour (7) Premiers, W.
Forgan Smith.

= =
Far removed though it might seem, the A W.U. convention
a'n';d the Australian executive had and have much in common
V\{xt}_\ the Q.C.E. and its unsavoury methods and pursues a8
similar reactionary course. I particularise the Q.C.E. and
the Queensland Labour Party only because I have had no
personal experience of the A.L.P. in other States, although
?it'l;‘ has not any reason to believe that there is any marke
rI‘1xhem'efru:e in their anti— or non-working class attitude.
refore 1 write only of that which has come within my
own dgect klnnwledge and experience.
attende?:]:leni :N plelrmd of eight or nine years from 1917, 1
A ok 1 te; \U. annual conventions in Sydney and was
s b ms Queensland councillor and a member of
e e executive. During that decade I experience
. irmanship of F. Lundie, A. Blakel d Senator
arnes, but there was 1i ; e e m'm'
as little difference in their attitude

toward : e
232 s the annoying militant section or their staun¢
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: ; e
itral.ionist, policy which B

O‘iti('-o-'afb <m for many yeal’s-

W U. reactionary’

(=]
-0

the
dherencé to
{\l)een he pedrock
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Opposition to Militant

Unionism

Chapter 20

0.B.U. Derided

¢ would not be possible within the confines of these
memoirs, to more than touch the fringe of the AW.U.

iron cast system of compulgoTy arbitration, the U.head
officials virulently attacked and slandered unions an
anionists who gought o pring into Labou!

regarded by the AW.U. 88 a pernicious an

attempt to “gteal their thunder” and pose 8%

One Big Union in Australia. Brought int® 3;3 ranks ©
. d &

Australian unionism by the eteste , full an

unscrupulous advantage W8 taken g fact by 113

A.W.U. officials to denounce as “ndust al assassiné
. 8 of the (o] B.

ugnarchists” and “dxsruptilts.' all advocate
Individual prejudices and antipathied g
Garden and other militan =
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given full play and a c‘ampaign Df: vituperation was launched
that had no parauel in Australian union history. It can at
the same time pe stated that some of the 0.B.U. leader
were not exempt from these scurrilous methods. Thus th!
battle raged while the unfortunate workers, as usual were
crucified between the two opposing camps. HE
Unfortunately for the plans of the AW.U. bureau-
cracy, the agitation and demand for the establishment of a
class conscious industrial organisation, free from the cor-
rodlng alliances with the Arbitration Courts and the Aus-
tralian Labour Party, was not by any means confined to the
ranks of other unions but found & wide response in the
minds 'ef thousands of A.W.U. members. As the AW.U
execnt.wee and eonvention had failed to give serious consid:
eration to this question other than to scathingly condemn i
. . - 1t
as a thinly disguised LW.W. organisation, there was for-
w:larded tolthe 1920 (J* nuary) annual A.W.U. convention
i“:my‘ t.rhe“ utions from varilons parts of Australia, demand-
g either that the A.W.U. join u with the “Wi
i . P e “Workers Indus-
nion of Australia,” as adopted at an All A i
Trade Union C 3 -
el an 1t:-kr:-gl-t.as;e, held in Melbourne in January, 1918,
iy plebiscite vote of A.-W.U. members on the ques-
A motion to ta
ks iandet :ve:":\ ;\1:1; :eEalllo: was moved. An exhaus-
4 2 : 2
Grayndler, Dunstan and Coy frant'ay: S e
- Figidr s - ically contended that the
o OeB only genuine O.B.U. and viciously con-
g doptedt;l .U. sponsors. Eventually an amendment
b w'tfr,\ appoint a committee to draft a scheme and
w BT Wi representatives of i
el L 0 'the Miners, Seamen,
© B A acheia ions that might have adopted the
In support 3
ventiﬂn co\‘:]p; ad:.;:h: ;;Tie?dment 1 said that if the con-
quicker method than t,akins :ctnry.sc.heme it would be 8
g a plebiscite, but knowing the

conventi i
on as it was I should be very pleasantly su rprise

reserved the ri
ght to m i
& ove a motion that the question e

if any r
esults were achieved. In that case 1 said il
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diately submitted to & ballot of members throughout
a. The president, A. Blakely, assured me that I
could, W der those circumstances, move such a motion.
During his speech in opposition to the 0.B.U. the
resident sneeringly referred to it 88 “This pipe dream of

Trautma.n's" (Trautman was the secretary of the LW.W. in

America).
The committee appointed conferred with the Coal and

ghale Miners . Bradley, A. Willis, J. O'Reilly), Seamen v

ing), Railways (Buckley), and Gas Unions
:od of over two weeks, while convention
time to time submitted progress
idious character, to
AWU. delegates

U., the representatives of the other unions

ging the issue. As 1 was very friend
has developed since,
: neer in the 0.B.U. muvement,

ctual truth of the conference.

1 was not surprised, 88 this smart method of evading
w.U. officials 10

jesues was 8 common PTa

Queensland as elsew 8 inevitable happened:
The conference broke dowh,
AW.U. delegates) on 8 demand from
oured aliens should no
0.B.U. This was the 1ast stra’
back and was made to appear 88 e ! B
attempt to preak down the untouch White Australia

Policy-
Dunstan c‘hallenged me "a. thf strongest d

jmme
Australi

into a coloured labour
time, whatever the consequences Von was Tnoved for the

regard to coloured aliens. ;
2317

—
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adoption of the committee’s report, to which I moved th
following gmendment: %
“In view of the unsatisfactory and fruitless nature of
the AW.U. One Big Union Committee's report, and it
failure to bring forward & gcheme embodying the principlei
of real industrial organisation, 2 ballot of the members of
the A W.U. be immediately taken on the question of the
AW.U. adopting the 0.B.U. scheme as embodied in the
constitution of the Workers' Industrial Union of Australia.
To my intense surprise the president, A. B]nke].v;
after I had spoken to the amendment for a few minutes’
ruled the amendment out of order. When I objected an(i
recalled his assent previous to my intended action he
retorted: “We have finished with the 0.B.U,, it has 'f;een
de‘bated. here for three weeks, and you can move disagree-
ment w1tl? my rulling if you want to 71 did so, but, of course
t:e m}fchme tf!agori.ty did its work. During that convent.ior:
: ¢ chmrman 8 ruling was challenged by the militants no
ess than 25 times — and his ruling, however tyrannous or
unjust, upheld in every instance.
' WhSi:her;ﬁed the A W.U. convention fight over the 0.B.U.
e e t:{:ﬂnt.ants; suffered their usual reverse. But
it agaiis::,h e revolt of the rank and file of the organisa-
g honest; stubb_o;n resistance of the official authority
i ;ﬁoc:lnsx er tpe ever increasing demand for 8
e et !: olrgamz-}atlon,. assumed a strength that
States. So with an &;te g}srupt.lon of Wmvig e o |
coterie accepted for t;h‘e1 Elt-'mg chfmge i e
ime being, the detested 0.B.U.

system of industrial .
2 organisati
with other unions on tlsis quet:t‘.)ir(:nand e co-gRiE

Ther

hostility me:‘t::;n}:owever, methods more obscure than open
i an enemy and after the new organisation
ik :'M;ten safel_y established on an impregn le
P e audacious move, the A W.U., or rather,
kit . i . ';;‘%ked the whole st.ructure,"nnﬂ h
realms of Australian d::i?:ia;;s aoufHBllan ISR o

238
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The pr'mcipal and popular objection raised by the
AWU. to the 0.B.U., was its revolutionary preamh\e and
frank condemnation of the whole system of capitalism. This
Was, in noticeahle contrast to the bourgeoise
Arbit,ration Court mentality and Reformative Labour Par-
hich th AW.U. was 80 closely allied. Herewith is

whi e
the preamble and object® of the much maligned Q:R&i==

«we hold that there is a class struggle in society, and
that the struggle 18 caunsed by the capit.a\?st clags owning the
means of produr.tion, to v\-vh

some 8CCes in order to ive.
value. The gr .
appropriat,es, the less remains for the work}ng class, there-
fore the interests of these two classes are it constant con-
flict.

uThere can be no peace 88 long 88 want and hunger a.;e
found among millions of working people, d the few who

constitute the employing class have all the good things of

life.

“Between these two clagses the gt. L
tinue until capitalism is abo\igh_ed. papxmllsm can
abolished by the workers umt;n:g in one t‘:f

i tion to take e o :
economic organisation g A i ,"R.evolutmnsn‘

revolutionary industrial and P
action’ means action to gecure 8 C
the abolition of capitalistic owmershiP 0
duction — whether privately T th
establishment in its place of socid
community. Long experience has
ity of existing political and
at mending and ren erin
ing, c?fi‘talism — inut.ea:L o1 2
e rapid accumu
of the ownershiP of industries snto feweT l“f;:::::::;’_
make the Trade Unions un e to cope il nionism
ing power of the employing class, becaus®
fosters conditions which allow e em
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Daw! workers against another set of workers in the same indu
s try, t}:ereby defgqting each in turn. L of the wm,emigns, 1t seems inf:onceivable that while purely
h_lys . The conditions can be changed, and the interests of political (A- P) conferences in three or four of the States
ok the working class gdvanced. only by an organisation so had at this time rePudlated co_mpulsory militarism, that 2
s conslmuted_that all its members 1n any one industry, or i anion the plumed itself on being the most advanced in the
a.c all industries, shall talfe conclerted action when deemed Communwealth, should openly declare jtself as antagonistic

aef nec‘e'ssary, thereby making an injury to one the concern of to this powerf\ﬂ weapon of imperial capitalism.

reas all. Resolutions that in any way sought to curtail the

plus - ower and 1 fluence of officials and union members of Par- :
the = ljament Weré ruthlessly slaughtered and the unfortunate i
g The close grip of the officials on the majority of delegat delegates WDO dared to defy the official juggernaut were

our att_end'mg the annual AW.U. conventions was constanfla - derided as "limelighters“ and denounced as sham demo-

= avidence, 1 cannot recall any major question that cz ol crats. ; i

trd before the convention covering & period of eight 11:1 £ These efforts to restrict the governing clique were

lat Grayndler, Barnes, Blakely, Dunstan Lambert %e?lr“ e referred to 88 “hardy annuals,” as at every convention such

su' their henchmen did not score & victor;y vBailag Sy resolutions came from the rank and file in all States.

i All A.W.U. members had the rié‘nt to a 1 1 always objected t0 union officials who were electefl

tit convention against any penalties or decisicnspP:la todﬂt‘le oo Parliament vetmhiEs ke psion pesi pere

co branch executives. It soon became self evident t.1 poa; it union. Notwithstanding that the Labour 1-novement com-

™ was a case of appealing from Caes: o methiSeE prises political and industrial wings, there 18 always a con-

ar to Caesar as invariably

th the majority of the convention, & flict of interests, more or less proﬂﬁuﬂced| hekwert the two

h dismifrg;d the appeal. fter hearing the “heads,” || cections. The Labour politician, ever seeking the h';\e o‘
B ere was alw o Syl | Jeast resi ce, and his vote catching propensities evel-
cate a more virile Woi‘r{g: itirong mlllltant, minority to advo- | 0::' d ::E:St:';nz;mal degree, obvious\y is uppOSEd, ope:ﬂy or
i endeavour to break downg thzss e e A-W.U. ansith ' secretly, to any revolutionary of even militant demands ©
: ness of other unions which t;t:ctmnal hostility and bitters the woﬂ“ers through their unions 1 told conyentions that no
( bedrock principle of the ERjnAs now, seemed to be & one objected to 2 union Labout politician as such, ut 1
allin vain. We f°undthat°tl,-1§an‘lsahon machine. But it wa# resented an industrialist who wan to be 8 politicim
and dispensation of fav e citadel of bureaucratic control retaining offi sial position in a union for the purpose of §
lous. ‘ ours was too strong and unscrupy- enhanciﬁg his prestige and privileges- j
s An instance of the reactio The president of the AWU, S nator Barnes, never
ention was manifested in 1918 nary character of tho 0. failed to castigate those who preanmed to limit the T o
lll)mi‘nhon to agitate against th , when, after a bitter debate politicians to hold office in 2 union, and indignantly pepascs
d:feme i ad'lahonegt,e compulsory clauses of the ated any suspicion that the great U. would ever e
La:;sed. All_the “old guards” i;Yt{tenF of c?nscript.ion). was made by him subordinate to Labour politics: Yet, within &
Ofmeex:tiip i se“&tor'Ba:dmg R}ordan, Dunstan, few years, he became the classical example of the 5
\r'it\-iolic1 itarists and did not hegit,aes' smliiadiss b support politician serving tWo masters: ¢ Federal Gover™”
attack on the militant te to indulge in the usud ment submitted three consﬁtuﬁonal qu a referen
240 s which was a marked featur® dum, the Federal Labour Party — of which Senatot Barnes
1

ﬁ —
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was a member — resolved to support the three pro u. convention, evidently on the grounds
My fi The A.W.U. declared its policy in opposition to snep:;i::é 1918 Syd:‘;: ?\\:U was affiliated with the Australian
his © three gquestions. Here was 8 direct and vital conflichin that asPar : gx committ.ed Ak unpardonable crime by
Gt interest and opinion between Labour—in—Politics and the Laboufn a 'rr t,Labou'rP However, N0 charge cou
acco largest union in Australia, of which Barnes was president SBReE ‘ta% d gamst,R andh was leaving the convention
QC. What allegiance did Senator Barnes give to th'e Lk 51‘115 t a stain o0 his character when Grayndler,the secre-
atte AW.U. of which he was president? He stayed in the camp of i ouai . «Half a minute, M. Rae, have yeu signed this
reas his political associates and ignored the policy of the AW.UL ta\r)é, :v" '[:he pledge referred to had, at the instigation of the
blut This position was reviewed by the delegates at 't}{é pie tgra;lian e ative, b ndorsed by the by the conven
the next'&nnual convention held at Katoomba. Barnes frankl; o gfter a fr tless effor by the militant minority t0 save
me! admitted (he could not do otherwise) that he had been ini zlli}:l organisd om the disgrace of adopting 2 method
ouot very unpleasant and worrying predicament, having to whereby 10 still further hamstring any unwanted rghels
i 3‘f0°;jliy‘3€:j§;§r E‘:fwlo;aét;es. He said he had decided to The following s the pledge, which 18 il embodied in the
! . L.P. as against the AW.U.! O tion of the w.u.
":; ?}Ti‘;ld:::,?k t}r}ilt if a union Labour man found himself r;el \{ cunsh‘t‘lll hereby pledge myself to, 8% oll it 10ya11yfa!}lld
2 Dresi%enc;fg% t.h;1 ey - 1mmed13te1y resign from the ' 60“5°i°“t'i°u§ly carry out v consttuies ' po-lllcy ¥ ihz
31 e aiuiesious no\:mon “ihose will he had flouted. But this . AWU., a8 laid down by the exgcutwe coun;;l ::;ore
e their code of appeal to the Sense‘of AW.U. officials or annual convention from time "-q tm_:‘e" anq, a S d’
P o mﬂrf_ﬂs and Barnes retained his presidenti 1 i1l not join an ody or organisation which 18 oppose to
office. Stranger still, the A.W.U i ' et -5 ni t in the advocacy q
8 the rank and file d';i b -_Cﬂnventmn and apparenﬂy the policy of the A. SRR R 5818 A
h retain his high 1 .not turn 1_‘1“1 down but allowed him to any policy which is in contravention to tha ) .
P igh office in the umon. The real insidiousness of this utest of 1oy ty” 18 “"{
= fully indicated in it® " raseology ‘a8 it 4% “,:"d;“”::;
]. With a persistence 5 SanmEte mesniop i o Pm":;ui?.n att:lepglfcy ?‘f the
1 worthy of a better cause, this AW.U. restricted to the mdust.nal consf-l ul 10 i Ol .

hierarch . At i :

ke hadying:zi‘:ldt, \:\;lth v1‘nd1ctive tlnalice those members union it wotlﬂd. .at least con}lie t,w -

e el enmity of the inner circle and openly union organisation although it €0

R s ght the reactionary officials. Arthur Rae and interpreted in 8 tyran
pioneers of the A.W.U., who haé gerved gaﬂ' i c

sentences in his lifel
A ong devoti or remove “undes able” members: in thi
it parlt‘)i:u::rt:e AW.U. and the e 0:: L A W.U. as set in this pre-

Grayndler, Bai biect for venom b

ice and treal::ula‘ey ?Il‘d Co. Rae, diﬂg‘lstvedJ with the cowaﬂ;’-

had, with othe:y}: abour politicians in New South Wales,

termed by the ¢ onest men and women, joined what was

Party. This was rooked A.L.P. machine, the Breakawsy |
an opportunity eagerly seized upon by I

T
organisation such as the then gocialist Leag!
ent Communist Party, whose outlo e o
advance of the Australian Labour arty. It was T

4 - the AW.

who desired to - there was any difference 10
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militancy. He wa::::z:’: and dlﬁ“credit Rae because his | at least in theory, & 0 ks
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difference in tempo and methods. But according to the
AW.U. any working class divergence from the infantile and
flabby A.L.FP. had to be regarded and treated as gross disloy-
alty to an organisation that presumptuously posed as the
great champion of industrial unionism — the 0.B.U.

Thus the pledge was deliberately concocted to penal-
ise Rae, who was 8 member of the Socialist Party, and all
others who were dissatisfied with the bona-fides of the
ALP. as a genuine Labour Party. As Rae was not now
working in any industry covered by the AW.U., retaining
his membership as an “agent” as provided for by the Federal
Arbitration Court, his refusal to sign the pledge also auto-
matically severed his life-long membership of the AWU.

Before the vote on the pledge was taken I asked the
chairman, A. Blakely, if it meant the prohibition of any
official joining any Socialist or other work

ing class political
party other than the A.L.P. He replied very emphatically
that was what it meant.

I said that I was under no delusions as to its outra-
geous meaning, but I wanted the delegates to fully realise
t.he. damnable thing they were asked to vote for. But the
whip had been cracked and the pledge was adopted.

Jack Cullinan was another of the intended victims of

the pledge. But Martens, Kelly, and I had lunch with him
B];m‘ilurged him not to walk into the trap set for him by
n:\lr ::'.s iLm'Tert, Grayndler and others. He vowed he woul
s gn it. However, we succeeded in making him prom-
sign the pledge by pointing out that he would be

scabbing on the stalwarts who elected him to office and

convention to wa .
. ge uncom - 2
junta. promising war on the official

in re;?:‘ :: 31\: c;m-renh“n met in the afternoon, Cullinaf
Bailey coul 1 e said he would sign the pledge:
ment and de ot conceal his bitter chagrin and diuappoint'

nounced Cullinan as a twister and backslider

the lowest t;
ype. But we only 1 A Vi
comforture of Bailey and hi: a::ogeli":t'.ie: e bt =

E .
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of the AW.U. bureaucracy, though

But the mills 't sooner or later crush their
; nd slowly, Y€ g0

sometime® t e{fegt‘z defeat Cullinan at the annual bal!ct.s as
s the Western (Armidale) bra-nch or to in any

f ool
sacela erD. - Ring office; ik WeR prilliant
th olding ¥
e .way ?{ﬁs climination could be effected bY the ;hot,
condBie Western I office. This was dotl;le ':m. 0\.1n
fh ocritical reasons Why?l was 1
o o' ‘emyt;le ;l?ganisaﬁon,” and Cul‘n‘nan, hk.e
ation gON€, much to the joy of his

objective © t
the war years 80 N
almost entirely abandoned its origind
uncompromising poli.tir.al body g
supplant the capitalist gystem 80 o e
State. Indeed, in man respects t;‘:lere v.;z?nl

in outlook and method petween the opp =
im;t. and Labour in the pgrhament.ary ar:_::.a:n e
South Wales this dissatisfaction has gm-u:l s:ostilit.y s
expression in 8 preakaway party 10 ope

ALP. 3

Recognising the serious danger tm'““::: of tl:;

workers was to the prospenity an! ws:ll exl:esxﬁve oy
politicians, the members of the Feder g
ALP., in the early part of 1921, t?ok a t::l nll;nion o
action in convening an Al Austral‘.m:' Trades

gress to formulate 2 programme v v
desires and political aspirations of_Aust.ta:h_am tr:t: um:‘t:e
ism. The congress was to place its decisions ore
A.L.P. executive for the consideration and acceptance or
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rejection of @ Juter AL.P. conferance. This convening of such
a trade union congress by & political Labour Party is the
only case o1 record, and clearly indicates the sorry position
of the Labour politicians and their desperate venture by
this plan to rehabilitate themselves in the eyes of the dis-
gusted workers, who Were, and are still, regarded by the
majority of Labour politicians as useful and necessary
voting machines whereby to secure poOwWer and prestige.

On first receiving the invitation from the A.L.P. some
of the large and militant unions regarded the proposal with
natural suspicion and not important enough to give it seri-
ous consideration. J.M. Baddley and A.C. Willis, president
and secretary of the militant and powerful Coal and Shale
Workers' Union, took this view. I was particularly friendly
with them, as with all those who were keen advocates of the
0.B.U.,, and pointed out that if all the progressive unions
abstained from attending the congress, the drafting of &
policy would be in the hands of the craft and politically
swayed unions. One could easily imagine what sort of 8
policy would emanate from such & CONEress, and how
eagerly it would be adopted by the AL.P. as the declared
policy of Australian trade unionism.

: I cnm_ainced Willig of the importance of the conpress,
which met in Melbourne in June, 1921, and was attended by

delegates from the big majority of the important unions an
represented 700,000 unionists.

1 had the very good fortune to be present as one of the

mlv {Jemmtm"“ of the Queensland branch of the
prr Q‘;éeﬁ:‘{mug}él had not succeeded in being elected bY
SRy Dan ranch executive. W.J. Riordan, president.

J. Dunstan, secretary, were elected delegates, buts

the day before leaving Brisbane for Melbourne, Dunstan

was selected by the Q.C.E. as Labour candidate for the

illat:\l:o: E‘!:aderal electorate, which had been rendered

Dreaidet{ 0\-2 dzﬂth of Jim Page, M.H.R. The congress i

S éo y Fhe then president of the Melbourne
s uncil, E.J. Holloway, now M.H.R., who was
” nt of the A.L.P. executive. In his opening 5Pe®
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. changé as com
I:Es?trﬂh Labour ParY ers of Fousie Execuh::; ie
4o be 0050 e of the workers - n&i:t bour
said, kneW th g pjective O e A st.rzat o
with the prog’ L gxecutive o what they
ovemen® ~ o resent es an ultim? u o1 after the
trade uniot Tep A.L.P. con erence WO o exten ding
really W2 There Was very exhaustiveé "l bjective an
cong\'ess Ve th queﬁhon o he p2 d ult,’nnat-e Yy
aygr FWO y{’ this h StOTic congr 2 uf.t.'lon distm
ﬁgh'ﬁmg plﬂt 5 1 tio 0 mduStﬂs . form
the now f s sociahisd tive 8 fighting platior

ference in BEh S i
deliberately eve e <
cemi—capitalist non—workmg—class policy: ek 23
major portions
1. That, for the purpose o
industrial and Pnﬂiame:qtary m
2. That, in recogn:.t.mn 0
social production, this ¢
organisation, as a workmg-—class wem;».epﬂas
pledges itself, and all its future
organisation of the workers alon

PP - is
chall be decided by the Organisation Committee
Conference.

3. The nationalisation of ba_nking
industries, and the muni i
supplies as can best be opers e i e
franchise and extended powers to be gunt.sd municipalitie
for this purpose.
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4. The government of nationalised industries b
boards, upon which the workers in the industry and t.hi
community shall have representation.

5. The establishment of an elective Supreme Eco-
nomic Council by all nationalised industries.

6. The setting up of Labour Research and Information
Bureaux and Labour Educational Institutions, in which the
workers in the industry and the community shall be trained
in the management of nationalised industries.

7. That the foregoing be sent to the Australian and
New Zealand Labour Parties asa recommendation that it be
the fighting plank of the platform, believing that only by the
abolition of the capitalist system can working—class eman-
cipation be achieved.

8. That all Parliamentary representatives be required
to function as active propagandists of the Objective and
methods of the Movement.

Another no less important question was also dealt
with by the congress — that of trade union organisations
and methods. Many divergent opinions and conflicting ele-
ments found expression in this vital problem, but eventu-

ally a detailed scheme of industrial unionism, in reality the
0.B.U., was hammered out by a committee, of which I was
a member, and adopted by an, overwhelming majority.
Unfortunately for the welfare-and the eredit of Australian
Unionism, the sequel to this brave and encouraging show-
ing in 1921 has borne little fruit. As the politician has
sabotaged the socialisation plank, so almost in similar ratio
have the unions failed to establish the 0.B.U. Made the
fl'lerce-b'at.tle ground of bitterly contending forces submerged
in a vicious internecine warfare of ambitious and egotistical
individuals, viewed with strong disfavour by reactionary
politicians and union leaders alike, the high hopes of a sane
an.d all-powerful trade union movement which were born at
this congress, like many others — shall one say dreams? —
have never yet been realised.
X During the discussion on industrial organisation,
Jack” Crampton, as a visitor, was sitting next to two
248
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Chapter 21

Socialisation Plank Sabotaged

In consequence of this Congress came the Federal Confer-

ence of the Australian Labour Party, held at Brisbane in

October, 1921. The principal purpose of the conference

was to receive and consider the decisions relating to the

political side of the movement, as adopted at the Melbourne
Trade Union Congress.

With the exception of Queensland, perhaps one other

State also, the various States had held conferences and
instructed their delegate how to vote on the socialisation
objective. The six Queensland delegates included E.G. The-
odore, W.M. McCormack, L. McDonald, W.d. Riordan,
D.Weir, and W. Demaine. I was anxious to be one of the
delegates, but, of course, could not get elected by the Q.C.E.
The Victorian delegates included J. Scullin and Maurice
Blackburn. The Tasmanian branch sent only three dele-
gates on the score of expense, but, in reality, because the
executive was opposed to the socialisation proposal, while
the Tagmanian A.L.P. conference had instructed its dele-
gates to vote for it. J. McDonald, one of the delegates who
was an A.W.U. delegate at the Sydney convention, and had
been a hardhitting and consistent militant, asked me if I
would act as a proxy delegate for Tasmania if he could get
the authority of the Tasmanian executive. I readily agreed,
but it was not before the third day of the conference that the
authority to appoint me was granted.

I had been en interested listener to the conference
proceedings from the commencement, and heard with
resentment and indignation Theodore’s plausible attack on
the socialisation proposal, and his stubborn defence of the
old platform. It was my old comrade, R.S. Ross, who was 8
250
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Kate Dwyer, of New South Wales, one of the strongest
orthodox gupporters of “sane” Labour politics. Of two evils
chose the lesser, and became the neighbour—but not the
colleague—of Mrs. Dwyer. Within a short time 1 got an
opportunity to speak, and craving the delegates to allow me
some latitude owing to not being on the conference from the
commencement, I secathingly criticised Theodore on his role
as high priest of reaction. All the indignation with which I

had listened to his diatribes in denouncement of any pro-

gressive change in political Labour found angry expression
in my attack. I related the incident of his syndicalist
address in the same building, emphasising the fact that
syndicalism was & much more revolutionary policy than
socialisation, and scornfully designated him as an outstand-
ing example of a reactionary Labour politician. Theodore, to
his credit, did not interject or attempt to controvert my
statements, though one or two of his associates appealed to
the chairman, «Billy” Demaine, to rule me out of order.
Demaine, however, let me proceed——probably he, like many
others, considered that Theodore deserved some castiga-
tion. Later, as I was sitting away from the conference table
Dave Weir, M.L.A,, one of the Queensland delegates who
had sat silent for two days without protesting against

Theodore’s attitude, came to me and said: «] am glad you

attacked Theodore, he richly deserved it and it may do him

good.” 1 remarked that I now doubted whether it was actu-

ally worth while or of any use to take Theodore too geri-
ously.

On the last morning of the conference, Bob Ross, who
was on the committee appointed with Theodore and two
others to arrange the form in which the conference decisions
ghould be placed in the AL.P. platform, informed me that

t_lespite his strong dissent, the committee was recommend-
ing that the socialisation plank and the methods to gecure
same be an objective and not on the fighting platform. Ross
agreed with me that this would render the whole question
negative and absolutely ineffective. When a motion for the
adoption of the report was moved, Maurice Blackburn fore-
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ence has been justiﬁed. Socialisation, instead of being an
inspiring slogan of a genuine Labour Party, has become a
byword amongst Labour's enemies, 2 cheap plaything for

the politicians to tickle the ears of the groundlings, even
while they are subserviently making obeisance to the capi-
talist state.

1t needs no investigation b

o reveal for all to see how
far the Australian Labour Party has drifted from its Social-

ist objective to become a servile catspaw of capitalist

finance and vested interests. All my dire prognostications of

the fate of the Socialisation objective at the hands of vote

snaring Labour politieians have come to pass. Even such a

non-revolutionary union as the Austral

jan Federated
Union of Locomotive Enginemen, in its official journal of the

Queensland branch, in a leader (July, 1938), thus frankly
reviews the ALP. relation to the Socialist objective: “Fifty

years ago the slogan of the Labour movement was ‘Social-

ism in our time.’ Today political Labour relegates Socialism
to the background. The word socialism is never mentioned
by Labour candidates at political campaigns. At the recent
Mackay Labour-in—Politics convention, & motion to give
greater prominence to this as the objective of the Party was

defeated. The implications to be drawn from present day

trends is that Political Labour is not Socialist.” After point-

ing out how the AL.P. has utterly failed to even introduce

any real social reforms in the interests of the masses, the
article states:

«This clearly indicates that the Political
Labour Party is pandering to the supporters of capitalism,

n_nd is not much concerned with the socialisation of produe-
tion, distribution and exchange.”

= ]

In the following June (1922), the All Australian Trades
Union Congress again assembled in Melbourne to review
the decisions of the A.L.P. Brisbane conference and the
response of the unions to the programme adopted at the
1921 Trade Union Congress. The report of the president,
E.J. Holloway, revealed that the high hopes of a united
254
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Dwyer Gray a8 editor of the Hobart “World” was lost by 76

yotes to 70.
A motion was moved to appoint & committee of seven
to include in its duties “to enquire into the question of the
dismissal of Dwyer Gray from the Hobart “World’ newspa-
per, with the object of finding 8 gatisfactory solution to the
differences between the parties.“
The A.W.U. delegates were furious. 1 said to Riordan:
«1f you and the A.W.U. delegates continue to act and speak
like this you will break up the congress.” «That’s what we
want to do,” he retorted. When the vote was being taken
after a tense and heated debate, Jack Hanlon, editor of the
Queensland «Worker,” who, being present in Melbourne,
was appointed as an extra Queensland delegate to which
the branch was entitled, sgid: “1 must vote for this” and
started to walk across the floor of the council chamber with
me to record our votes. Riordan called out to Hanlon:
syyhere the hell are you going? Come back here!” and
Hanlon “came pback” like & 1amb!
After the vote had been taken and the motion carried,

1 was having 8 quiet smoke outside in the corridor and met
J. Howie, the militant president of the Sydney Trades and
Labour Council. He gaid: “You are having 8 rough time with
the AW.U.; it must be very hard.” 1 agreed, remarking that
I had been in the same position and fight for about ten
years.

At the conclusion of that conference 1 felt that I never
again wanted to attend a Labour conference. The vindictive-
ness and bitterness voiced by conflicting delegates had been
appalling and made one wonder if it was possible to subdue
the warring elements so the interests of the workers a8 a
whole would be the sole congideration instead of the tri-
umph of cliques and the gratified egotism of blatant individ-

uals.

» =
During my vigits to Melbourne and Sydney, 1 came in con-
tact with very muny of the officials and leaders of the Trade
256
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Union movement a8 well as Labour members. My degree of
friendship with them was naturally measured by a similar-
ity of ideas and mutual advocacy of well defined working
class principles. Included in the close friends I made was
the colourful Frank Anstey. We had much in common an
when he passed through Brisbane at yarious times, he
always was 8 welcome visitor to “Cosme.” Anstey was quite
with me about the corruption existing in the ranks of
Labour politicians and politics generally. He did not spare
himself in his vivid and picturesque fulminations regarding
political scheming and dishonesty and approached the ques-
tion in an undoubted pessimistic and cynical point of view.
Qur home in Brisbane seemed to be the centre of call
of delegates and visitors to Queensland who came within
the category of rebels. «Cgsme” was an open house to these
kindred spirits, though unhappily few aré left today who
have scorned the fleshpots of Egypt and retained their oné=
time faith. J ack Beasley, Judge Foster, F. Riley Monk, J-
Smith, F. Hyatt, T. Walsh, P. Lamb, George Dale, Wallace,
are a few of those L remember 88 welcome gouthern visitors
and some of the memories 8re redolent of pleasant and
happy times. :
uBob” Ross, however was never displaced 10 the
warmest corner of the home and heart of Mrs. Lane art
myself. Very few, even of his intimate friends, kno-w the
amazing work for the Labour movement that ‘l_!ob Ross

carried on throughout his life. Never blessed Wi

their hour of need—and could be_rcliad upon 0 help any
lame dog over & stile. With unceasing energy he gave

best to the working class and his lifelong devotion
untiring work for the cause he loved 50 well is writ large

the impeﬁshnble history of the Australian Labour move-
ment.

and in absolute
fitting indeed that the two sons, Lloyd
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and Edgar, should take up the torch s0 selflessly carried by
their father for the many years and give their undoubted
literary and other gifts to the causeé of the workers.

Bob and 1 were continually planning——and dream-
ing—in earlier days when there was need and hope of
dreams coming true. One of our cherished ambitions was to
establish a Socialist book depot and publishing house. We
often talked of it, but, like many other dreams it never
blossomed into & glorious reality, due only to lack of money
and adverse circumstances in other directions.

Ll =%

In later years I sometimes disagreed with Ross’s philosophy
and attitude, but always recognised his absolute honesty
and that his love for his fellow humans was unfaltering. He
has an exalted opinion of me—and of my abilities and was
anxious to get many of my “Jack Cade” articles published in
book form. It was through his persistency and great help
that 1, or rather Ross, published as & book a number of
articles I had written at various times on industrial union-
ism, under the title of “One Big Union.” It was published
while the military had censorship power. The articles were
ruthlessly censored. Bobhad a trying experience and vowed
he would not handle another book while the military censor-
ghip remained.

So the “One Big Union” was published and had a good
circulation among the unions. But the 0.B.U. is still &
figment of the imagination; craft unionism is still supreme
in Australia and it almost seems that all the O.B.U. propa-
ganda was cast to the winds, wasted and futile.

Bob was keen on re—publishing in book form “Men and
Events,” articles 1 had written on working class leaders,
poets, and epochal events. But this desired book has never
emerged from the realms of desire and there now geems No

probability that it will.

= =
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Another, but very different close associate for many years,
Tom Walsh, 1 saw much of since returning from Paraguay.
In the old Vanguard days, Walsh had been an active
member and as a seaman on the Queensland coast had acted
as an enthusiastic distributor of Socialist literature. On our
journey to South America, Mrs Lane and I epent much of our
last days in Sydney with Walsh.

During the war years and for some years afterwards
Tom Walsh, as revolutionary agitator and general president
of the powerful Seamen’s Union, was the stormy petrel of
Australian unionism. As a very old friend, with a similar
outlook, we often discussed the possibilities of the unions
adopting a more militant attitude and declaring for the
bigger unionism.

In searing contrast with his ultimate abandonment of
all decent unionism 0T militant activities it is interesting to
recall his statement of policy at the 1921 A.W.U. conven-
tions. Walsh attended on invitation to state his and the
Seamen’s Union views regarding difficulties in the way ofa
proposed amalgamation with the AW.U.

Walsh said that he had not seen any attempt on the
part of the AW.U. to amend its constitution so as to meet
the revolutionary phase of the movement which the
Seamen’s Union represented. The Seamen’s Union was &
revolutionary body, and an organisation that was going to
absorb it would have to be as revolutionary as they were.
The attitude of the seamen began and ended with the decla-
ration of uncompromising revolutionaryism. Again, the
A.W.U. allowed politicians to hold office in their union. The
Seamen were against that. 8

Also the A.W.U. had adopted the principle of arbitra-
tion. The Seamen would not have arbitration, maintaining

that there was nothing to & te about. 1
politicians, no man who had been associated with the na‘;:l‘
or military forces or the police could hold office in
organisation. i
And elaborating on these lines, Walsh Mlnﬂahm-
self an uncompromising revolutionist. During one of his

e
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frequent visits to Brisbane on union business he stayed
with us at “Cosme” for & couple of weeks. Every night in true
seaman fashion, he walked up and down the long living
room, foreshadowing how the worker’s revolution would be
brought about and how it could be carried on and the dicta-
torship of the proletariat established.

When later the A.W.U. had, forced by circumstances,
taken initial steps in the direction of inauguration of a
genuine 0.B.U., I vainly endeavoured at Walsh's home, at
Willoughby, Sydney, to induce him and his union to join the
new organisation. He stubbornly refused to consider any
0.B.U. that was affiliated with the Australian Labour
Party. I said that 1 had the same deep rooted objection to
the A.L.P. as he had, but, after all, affiliation with the
A.LP. was a small matter compared to the bigger issue and
with the advent of the Seamen and other militant unions
into the 0.B.U., would be soon rejected. 1 urged that there
was a great opportunity at that particular time to form the
0.B.U. which, if not taken advantage of, would postpone the
0.B.U. for 20 or 30 years.

Mrs, Adela Walsh said: “I think Mr. Lane is right,
Tom.” But it was all in vain. Within a short time the same
Tom Walsh was, in the Seamen’s “J ournal”, the perfervid
advocate in a heated controversy for the Seamen’s Union to
affiliate with the A.L.P.

One more spotlight on the staunch working class
representative Walsh was before his notorious betrayal of
his life-long principles——and activities. I have a letter
from Walsh dated September, 1925. The British Seamen’s
strike was in full swing in which the Australian Seamen’s
Union was involved. It was intended by the Federal Gov-
ernment to deport Walsh and Johnson on account of their
activities in connection with the strike. Walsh wrote to
me with regard to getting all books, documents, copies of
letters, or anything in the Seamen’s Union office in Bris-
bane that might be of use to the authorities in their
search for necessary evidence to deport. Continuing,
Walsh said that his deportation should not be allowed to
260 ¢
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affect any efforts to win the strike for the British Seamen.
The deportation stunt should not be allowed to supersede
the greater jssue—to win the strike. “Deportation or no
deportation,” he wrote, “there must be no compromise on
this question of & reduction of the wages of our fellow
geamen.” After expressing some thoughts on the general
working class position, Walsh concluded: “All efforts must
be concentrated on winning the strike for the British
Seamen, because the deportations arise out of the strike.
It is essential to win the strike even if a thousand of us
had to suffer deportation. If the strike is won Bruce will
be defeated, and we will all be invited to return one day.
But in the meantime, win the strike. Win the strike must
be our slogan, and nothing must be permitted to intrude
itself on this great issue.”

Yours for freedom,

Thos. Walsh.

Today Tom Walsh and his wife Adela are the pets of
the workers' enemies, on the payroll of the very people and
institutions that Walsh regarded and fought as instruments
of the devil to torture and exploit the workers!

Many of the men 1 once knew a8 good rebels, class
conscious working class advocates, have sold out to the
enemy or recanted their former beliefs. But just as Walsh
was one of my closest comrades, 50 i8 he also tragically the
outstanding example I know of working class apostasy-

On returning from the Melbourne congress, I encoun-
tered in the corridor of the Melbourne—Sqdﬂear train yet
another of my old comrades—in-arms, Jim Dooley, the
Labour Premier of New South Wales. He had been an active
member of the old Queensland Social Democratic Van
and prior to, and on MY return from So America, 1
visited him. But although I was in Sydney frequently, once
Dooley had developed into the traditional Labour leader
with their conscienceless betrayal of the 1! :
as I saw it, I carefully avoided moaung'hm- I have always
acted similarly towards all my one time close associates
whenever they crossed the border “of expediency into the
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realms of darkness, of worldly honours and preferment. For
what is the use of consorting with men who have not hesi-
tated to choose the easy pathways of life even though they
lose their own souls in the process? They would merely
attempt to justify their actions and salve their own con-
science with sophistry and self—deception. Besides, I have
scornful contempt for all these seducers and recreants of the
Labour Movement.

Dooley was delighted to meet me again, and in a
moment of frankness caused by past disturbing memories
said: “It is no use, Ernie; you had great hopes of me in the
old Vanguard days, but it is too late. I have gone the way of

all flesh. I have got fatter in more ways than one.” So we

parted. :
Another Dooley, J.B., who, as organiser of the N.S.W.
Railway branch of the AW.U., had attended the annual
conventions, and as a fiery rebel against the bureaucracy,
had earned his martyr's crown, also went the “way of all
flesh.” He became one of the New South Wales Labour
Senators in the Federal House. After a lapse of some years,
I met him in Brisbane at the Labour Day smoke function,

which 1.was reporting for the “Daily Standard,” at which he

was one of the “distinguished guests.” i
When I greeted him, I remarked, referring to hi
sique, that he had changed. Thinking I meant
said: “Yes, I've changed alright. 1 in out
to do it, Erni you

1 could cont
these are some
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nisation golidly together first. If they did not it
playing 10 a defeal.eaiasand 8 2 ahaw
uestion of registration in the Federal Arblt.ra-'
<o Court under the name of the Australian Workers
e discussed and it was definitely resolved that the

should be sought to include only the three

i lined b genator Barnes. .

pUoNs e aecrelif;ary resulted in the election of
Barnes and the defeat of A, Willis, not.withst.anding ?.hat. for
s the latter had been inaistent_.ly propagating the
y. scheme, while Barnes had just a8 consnst.ently

Chapter 22

Inauguration Of The 0.8V

o T

0.B.

opposed it. . - gt
# » article 1 wrote 0Tt returning to ris
In a “Jack Cade” article e s 4

Big Union was held in Sydney- The A.W.U., Coal and
Shale Federation (Miners) and the Waterside Workers’
Federation, were the three organisatwns represented,
being the only unions that had adopted the Workers' Indus-
trial Union programme and system of organisation.

Despite the opposition of the AW.U. heads to the new
and more revolutionary unionism, the ingistent demand of
its members had broken through the hitherto impregnable
ring of the ugld guard” and under this duress a ballot had
been taken on the 0.B.U. scheme, the result being, for,
18,649; against, 3,889; a majority in favour of 14,760. The
ballot submitted had contained as the preamble and objects
of the proposed 0.B.U. the one made famous by the ILW.W,,
which the A.W.U. officials had 80 scornfully rejected. It was
a nauseous pill to swallow, but it had to be swallowed.

At this convention, differences existing between the

two sections were exhaustively discussed and agreement
reached, the constitution adopted and the new organisation
actually established. During the convention, Senator
Barnes said that the three organisations represented
153,000 unionists, but them only. No organisation could
challenge the registration on that basis. “Let them act on
ﬂ'la'.t principle by first linking themselves up definitely,” he
sm_d. “guch a course would not then antagonise other
unions, but rather would induce them to come in. To do
otherwise would mean throwing down the gauntlet to hun-
dreds of thousands of other unionists who should really be

met with the hand of friendship. They ghould bring their
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effectively 8 One Big U of wt : it
enabled to {ranslate into reality the 'splendld @d humé .
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ter the new ntganisatin;l: lmmem, 4 three
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unions only, was never carried out. Some months after-
wards, Barnes, as secretary, applied to the Industrial Reg-
istrar, Mr. Stewart, for registration to include practically

every trade in Australia, carpenters, engineers, railway
workers, and 50 on!

Obviously there was only one result to this audacious
and defeatist application. The unions wh

o were already
registered as the organisations legally covering the various
callings, rightly objected to such a registration of the 0.B.U.
The registration was, of course, refused by the Court —and

that was the end of the 0.B.U.

At the following A W.U. convention, I asked Barnes by
what right or by whose authority he made such an applica-
tion. He submitted & long printed rigmarole wrapped up in
legal phrases, asserting apparently that as the AW.U. had
members working in various callings, it was legally advised

that to protect their interest these callings would have to be
in the 0.B.U. registration!

There are many ways of circumventing schemes and

betraying policies other than that of at least honest, open

hostility. The AW.U. had vainly sought to kill or deflect the

0.B.U. by this method. They adopted the detested scheme
anq destroyed it through the Federal Arbitration Court
registration. Yet, even to this day, AW.U. offi

cials with
supreme audacity, will publicly declare that the A W.U. was

and is the only bona fide 0.B.U. in the Commonwealth. for
when they applied for its registration “all the loud mouthed

mi}itant.s and hypoeritical 0.B.U.—ites with the craft
unions, rushed to the Federal Court to protest against the
registration of the 0.B.U."

= £
It was during this period of stirring events; of desperate
battle between the two opposing forces in the Labour Move-
ment, that, as industrial writer on the “Daily Standard,”
was writing “Jack

) Cade” articles that embodied much of the
revolutionary thought of th

c e Australian and World Work-
ers. While these articles were a sourc

e of encouragement 0
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oliticians and «moderate” trade anionists
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1 mildly disclaimed any intention of making the “Stan.
dard” & Bolshevik paper. But

1 used to get the propaganda
in just the same.

Another time MacDonald objected to my articles, 1
argued that the unionists had rights and that1 justly voiced

the aspirations of that section of the movement. Also that

my articles were not the policy of the paper, 88 that was
contained in the leading articles. MacDonald admitted that
was true, but, he added, uynfortunately 8 1ot of people take
your articles as the policy of the paper.”

On another occasion, following a State election in
which the Labour Party was again elected as the Govern-
ment, I wrote a critical article pointing out that as there
were now no votes to be gained or lost, it was time for a little
plain gpeaking. I wrote (inter alia): “The tendency of Labour
Ministers is to adopt an exclusive attitude and to indig-

nantly resist so—called interference with the exalted powers

and prestige 80 long attached to Parliamentary govern-
ments. As far as the workers aré concerned, they are
demanding a very definite recognition of their rights a8 the
most important section of the community, which includes &

direct voice in the framing of industrial legislation enacted

by any Government whose existence i8 only rendered possi-
ble by the solid support of the organised workers. Any
La‘t-mur Government which ignores the reasoned requeé sts
unionists in this direction,

1 : which adopts 2 policy of exclu-
giveness in these matters, will not assist in cansolidaﬁng

the working class movement, but i8 seriously menacing the
much desired united front.

«Labour governments should be anxious and glad to
break down the age-rusted barriers which have hitherto

made politics and parliaments a stilted phase of social life
fa}‘ _r?moved from the toiling masses. There is mo moré
divinity to hedge parliaments than kings when either these
m.ethode of government or the institutions themselves con-
flict with the workere’

demand for pro| ess. The dignit and
power of parliaments, bl s

as of all else in these days of revolu-
268
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e sub—editoT, informed me tl(\lag
i i i «Jack Cade
1d refused to pubhsh this article as a <

l:aﬁ?cggzn\:‘ut thathe would allow it only to be pubhshed as an

ne.
it i I agreed. 4
1 was very anxious b have it 1qserted !
rot.eA:n article on somewhat gimilar lines the following
‘;ay which met 8 like fate. At the Tradea.HaTl I was asked
if I'had left the “St.andard" seeing t.h? .slgne@ lletbera. 'I_‘hle
next day 1 wrote another uncomprotmsmg militant s?hr. g
and sent & message to MacDona‘ld that unless he pu..hhshe
it as & “Jack Cade” article, uneensored, 4o return it ‘;ofme
and 1 would place the article — an_d ht.h; posm‘?;a;; 5331;
;ons. The article was publishe O i
1:::&32‘:3; 1 never had any further trouble 1n this direction
while MacDonald. was editoT

%

The managing girector of the «gtandard,
one time gecretary of the_g:z:;mrt:.n
Workers' Federation, resigne

was absolutely essential that the new ™
man who had not only ability but also
dence of the unions. “Stan

crisis and it was necessary bo appe

or substantial ﬁmmcinl nsslst.mc;
person to do this wor Jac

L;abour movement who would hn&_ﬂ a
Theodore, who wgs-very

4 was als0 afral of him 88 an A
::danvnure dissunde him from throwing uP
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as Director of Labo
easier path.

Within two weeks of taking over the managership of
the “Daily Standard,” Crampton found that the financial
position was more serious than anyone had imagined. News
paper, owing to the war, had soared from £11 to £90 per ton,
1£ 1 had known the real position, 1 don’t think 1 would have
tried to persuade My worst enemy to take the job. But
Crampton never upbraided me for being the cause of his
leaving a comfortable, sheltered position for a task that was
overflowing with intense worry and responsibility. How-
ever, Crampton’s appeal to the unions was Very successful
and many thousands of pounds were raised by levies. Two
or three years later, while the «gtandard” was not yet on an
even keel, Crampton was offered a managerial position on &
long established newspaper in Sydney at @ salary of £1 000
annually. He was receiving £500 on the «gtandard.” L did
not hear this rumoured. 1 saw the letter which definitely
asked Crampton to take the position. He refused, saying
that he could not, or would not, leave the «gtandard” until
he had finished the job and its position was assured.

Quch an act of abnegation on the part of & Labourite
is surely unique, praiseworthy and deserves t0 be recorded.

Week in, week out, I penned the “Jack Cade” articles,
deeply thankful that 1 was enabled to preach the fundamen-
tal truths of the Labour Movement, its international basis
and the need of unceasing vigilance against the petrayals
and treachery of miscalled Labour leaders.

After a State election when the Labour Government'ﬂ
majority was reduced to four, Crampton interviewed Theo-
dfare, the Premier, with the object of obtaining more finan-
il assistance for the ugtandard” by increase vernment

advertisements, Crampton came to me and stated that The-

odore had strongly objected to the “Jack Cade” articles. He
said that throughout i

the election campaign in the north and
west he had to answer th

1 e arguments and ptopagmda pro-
pounded in these articles. “You can't expect me,” said Theo-
dore to Crampton, “to, what practically amounts to
2170

ur, but Crampton declined to follow the
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country for a job.” “Is that an ultimatum?” asked Robert-
son. “Yes; I have never yet written a line against my convic-
tions or attempted to lead the workers up blind alleys and I
certainly am not going to do it now.”

Robertson argued in an endeavour to get me to take
the job and it was then for the first time I saw, as in a glass
darkly, the real Robertson. I said: “I am astonished at ym'x
trying to persuade me to do something which you know is
utterly wrong for anyone of my opinions to contemplate.”

MacDonald saw me and for two hours endeavoured to
shake my determination not to accept the leader writer's
position. He pointed out that it was a higher salary, no night
work and that I could still conduct the industrial page. 1
said 1 was not a journalist, but he replied that I was primar-
ily a writer and that it would be a good thing for me and the
paper. He declined to accept my ;mmediate refusal and
asked me to consider it for a few days.

When 1 saw him again 1 told him it was impossible for
me to accept the position. He assured me 1 would not be
interfered with. Then I told him plainly why I declined,
stating that he would tell me to write an article on some
subject on certain lines. 1f 1 disagreed with the line to be
adopted as would inevitably happen, well, then, 1 could not
conform and it would be useless for me to accept such &
position. I said that as industrial writer, if I could not write
what I wanted to or the “Standard” would not publish the
article, I could leave it alone and not be forced to play the
hypocrite.

MacDonald expressed Tegr

very friendly over the matter. He then offered the job to Jim
Comrie, the Government roundsman, who, with no qualms
of conscience, accepted it without hesitation.

One would have thought that the same reasons that
actuated me in refusing to become the mouthpiece of 2
degf.nerated political Labour Party and of “moderate”
umlon'mm. would have made Comrie adopt the same
atht.\_;de. For Comrie seemingly — was as confirmed a Com-
munist and rebel as I and could not without ab
272
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stating that my report of the matter was quite untrue, At
the following meeting of the Council the charge was bfﬂu‘ght
forward and thus reported in the “Daily Standard™;

“At the last meeting of the Brisbane Industrial Coun-
cil, Mr. McCosker brought forward the matter of a letter
written by the president (Mr. R.J. Mulvey), which appeared
in the ‘Daily Standard’ regarding the report of the Council's
action in dealing with Mr. H. Coyne's proposal relative to
the returned soldiers’ assistance scheme. Mr. McCosker
desired to know in what particular the ‘Daily Standard
report was incorrect. Mr. Mulvey offered no statement, and
a long and somewhat heated discussion followed. Eventu-
ally the following resolution, moved by Mr. English, was
carried by a large majority:

“That the action of the president in writing to the
press, and the contempt with which he has treated the
decision of the Council with reference to the proposed meet-
ing with Mr. Coyne, be condemned by a vote of no—confi-
dence in him.

“Arising out of this matter was the correctness or
otherwise of the report published in the ‘Daily Standard’
relating to this question.

“Mr. Brazier (Progressive Carpenters’), said that the
reports of the council’s meetings, as reported by Mr. E.H.
Lane, the industrial writer of the ‘Daily Standard’ were
invariably of an absolutely correct character, and very
faithfully and clearly conveyed the views of the delegates on
all questions, and this statement applied to the particular
report under review. He referred eulogistically to Mr.
Lane’s reports of the Council’s proceedings and his work on
the ‘Daily Standard’ generally, and moved the following
resolution, which was carried unanimously:

“That this council expresses its sincere appreciation
of the reports of its proceedings which appear in the ‘Daily

Standard,’ both as regards accuracy, and the ability with
which they are written.
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8 instructed to forward a copy of the

ephe secretary T2 “Daily Stan-

ent of the
ing resolution to the managem
forego:

dard- Mulvey

the
1o valedictory appearance at
This was

e €O the
1 He fﬂuﬂd a mor c ngeﬂlﬂl home n
Ccl

ith i aft union
| b mmittee with its cr :
3 o Hm::‘_ C:f Labaur‘ Ministers. As taet:::e1
s ation of the Industna

holding that office

lected gecretary, no i ion
Ly Coun:;l,dv:aqtee all efforts of the militants
for many years
him.
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Part 6
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e

chapter 23

Russian Workers Triumph

he Bo]shevi‘k revolution in 1917, with the later Tevo-
Jution in Germany, Hungary and the genera‘l revolt of
the workers in other countries, following the end ©

the world waT, opened up entirely new phases in interna-
tional affairs. This was argely due to the shurtsighted
acceptance by the Australian workers of the jmpotent
Labour Parties 0T Governments, with Arbitration Courts,
wherewith to remedy all their ills and ultimately establish
the Socialist State.

The amazing triumph of the Bolsheviks rudely shat-
tering to atoms the smug theories ofa -peaceful evolutionary
emergence of the workers out of the house of bondage into
the promised land along 2 flower § rewn pat
paﬂiamentnrianism, was Té€ arded with disfavour and
alarm by national gocialists and Labour politicians alike.
They saw in this manifestation of the workers will and
power to victory 2 serious menace their 1ong unc!
lenged position 88 the infallible gaviours and leaders of the
masses.

The consolidat.ion of the goviets, their snccessi’ul oper-
ation as an unassailable method of 8¢ lanting parliamen-
tary capitalist democracys with all its false jdeology &M
ineffectiveness, was 8 5C8 ing reflection O and contrast
to, the miserable failure of Labour parties hereé and else-

where. On the other hand the militlpt section of the work-
ers in Australia, Jong diss® i ed v rren
of years of Labour anism, 1ed with JOY the
Bolshevik Te lution pinger of light, showing
the & of all lands the omic
freedom-
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1 wrote many articles extolling the achievements of
the Bolsheviks, and based many arguments and exhorta
tions on that basis to the sadly lagging and doped worker;
of this country. The glorious victory of the Russian workers
had brought to me, and many others, a gladness and hope
for the cause of the workers that had been the supreme
motive and desire of my life. No longer despised and
rejected, the workers had brushed aside with scorn age—old
traditions, to stand erect in defiance of all their enemies. So
the Bolshevik revolution thrilled me, and I never failed to,
at all times, point out its tremendous significance to the
working class of all countries — the lessons to be learnt and
the policy to be pursued.

Ever urging the workers to do their own thinking —

to refuse any longer to be fooled and hoodwinked by spe-
cious and false friends, I wrote o

f this time an impassioned
appeal which contained the following:

« ‘Gaol is the gateway to freedom’, declared the
imprisoned Debs, and from that gateway in America
another sufferer for the workers’ cause,

Arturo Giovannitti,
some years ago, delivered a passionate appeal to the work-

ers to think, to use their divine powers of brain for the
world’s salvation, not its enslavement. This message is the
one great need of the hour, it is the lesson which must be
learned by the workers, must be the cornerstone of the new
temple of freedom which suffering workers are 50 anxiously
attempting to build today. To think — can it be said too
often? Therein full success awaits the toiling millions, with-
out such thought the reconstructed temple will be built in
vain.

“Think! Think! Unburden, liberate
Your brains from all its waste and loss,

Throw down from it the age—worn weight
Of few men’s feet and one man’s cross.
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Mr. Molesworth, Director of !
Association, who was far more revi?ﬁt?::;}:;rtsh Edu}:aﬁqn
later years, sent the book to me through V?:L tsa"l hy
requesting me to review it in the “Daily Stanld ml't’h’
devoured the book and the fine summing up by its bn'rltli" ;
authors of the revolutionary situation and how it harc; tlca{:

met by the workers.

I wrote a long, eulogistic review i
‘ g and pointed out
whether one liked it (the book) or not, it had to be an:'.lwz}:::c'{I

Its the;is could r_mt_be ignored, it was a cutting indictment
of parhamenltar‘lamsm — of all the accepted methods of
orthodox Socialist and Labour parties to overthrow capital-

ism and establish the new order.

I r_nust record that despite his own personal disagree-
ment with many of the “Jack Cade” articles, McDonald very
rgrely took any steps, either by censoring or rejecting, to
sﬂence.m& But this review was evidently too hot for him, as
when it was published serious censorship was evident.
Probably the fear of the wrath of the politician at too scath-
ing a repudiation of parliaments and Labour politicians
n}ﬂuenced MacDonald’s action. Still the review as pub-
lished gave plenty of food for thought. Mo

: lesworth told Vic.
Smith that he was somewhat disappointed at my review.

Vic, althoggh he did not know at the time, replied that he
Was celrtnm the review had been censored.
sometimes wonder how many of
. > y of the younge
t{:f: of "Cornmur‘usts or militants have read “Creative Revo-
: 1(13:_1. When it was published it was a blazing beacon 0
orking class development, and still remains a classic.

r genera-

=5
As industrial writer for the
) e “Standard,” it was my job to
report all union functions. For some years the lai

1t holding of
regular smoko or similar celebrations was the custom 0

: f

f‘rrlro}:a: Eﬁ;]t;he umuns.”As I. always had to reply to the toast 0

s hto:; Press,” 1 w11_ly nilly used to talk. There was, or
£ ere was, during the war years and immediately

aft o : A
er, a semi-revolutionary position even in Australia. Thus
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ered 10 giving expression to my revolu-

{ did not feei;:t? :pd prophecies: The latter, alas, have never
thou

i delayed. I

ionaTy haps they have only been

heen fulﬁ“ed' ;’;dp::\ d :ympatheﬁc hearing even from the
a

always BOY B BT ons, who 1 knows while disagreeing iR

ilitancy recogmsed my sincerity and comradeship
militancys

y d
f t. ons One ‘f m d]SCO\IEIIES was that the rowdlegt an
unctl .

where most drin i ! v
table Shop Assistan i

t};?)erre::zco:deﬂy were the smokos of the Seamen & U

8

The passing ; ad
brought an‘; improvement in the pnhhca\ or evel
trial situation wi;.‘n gl
Labour’s real and only : u
slightest attempt on the part of the Labo

Federal, to impleme S8
to propagandise Labour ob;ecctn&t:
cated in the following Jack { a1 A 7
reprinted in the sout.he:l'n n;du:a e‘\)r g succassful pnhhcal}
i tendenc ¢ ; L
The stroﬂﬁ cople to believe that their W€ a;-t,y =
party is to lead the peoP g the cervices of such pa ol
i inciples, whene‘ter
this policy, : B oA
pursus}:::: ;ppﬁrent- conflict 11-:11 the pt;z::nm“  icine
:“;I;Z;ted s background o t‘l—l; ‘i:l:as of a mass 1810
i jona’ !
more in keeping W} the ;a‘::rh g S rties s et

tely, L2 method of
o Unfort‘tmt:onf hi dishonest ® ree e trace
means e‘xemp alar will. To this sou o i
submission to the poph : > p
e

the major cause
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: “The much faFk of Propaganda
ist to the Soci ll&s:red chanbe
intensiv alist State can onl ety from the capi
Db T?hgl;zpagatwn of the basicy be brought nb:E;.t:;L
methods bothaifx()f l:?qple ObViouf’lYpar:ll}lnmples o o Ne‘{'
g politics and ind ere to present d
.abour has been AnCUBtry, e 5
plrotmme R T a traglc drift down th onsequence
G Oy of an intelligent Ad cltd i
been evidenced gclass philosophy and id gl
scious, to hide 1.he'?ea eter“'{ination, conscic]» .
e T e}?ssentmls to a virile andu}? v
g.rom a sound wm]:lln:ging“.l{::'r were something to Ob"ee:i:fLa‘l;our
isaster lies at the class point of view, nothi b -Of'
and conceal 'y _of this road of s bt 4
. pror;::si wherein will be lost :ﬂp}:':);a: :{"“t);:ld;er“c);
“Recent devel : 5
effectively indi opments in th iti
g e o is no sz;r;iclftl e e
State. To talk abn::tlecnve per medium of glo a“fahs'a-
within the capitali ?, safe and proper route to se “:a{]‘ltﬂ'mt
worse. The Labourlxs-n SyRASAOMEL RS Sﬂphist:cm e
:f: 2 deﬁ‘? ite and tangslr:itrmin ok ]:i’d(];o:r‘:fi
e can be reached, b scheme whereby Lab s obj
fad : A A our’s objec-
e i o o s e
the hunger of th:.r as a mere dry bone w'tho e.regarded v
el i ith which to satisfy

“It has b
ik e d ik een truthfully sai
e id th : R
methods for its attain;z::::eld;l::iur slob]ec-
e election

issues the

y can nev

must si er becom :

simply remain an Dbj&c;v: parliamentary policy and

Workers Responsibility

“While politici
submergenc politicians may b
e of princi y be blam .
class mo,,eme':‘t'c":::c:ple, every other :iéﬂl‘ cowardice and
st share the ,-esponaibﬁ?t;f:het:orking
or e pres-

ent dis i »

quletmg position. he tr

e trade unions, wh BT

T d o,toa eater
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extent than the PO iticians, have 2 lsupreme part to play in
3 al 1¢ objectives likewise adopt obsolete meth-
sation. If the objective of Labour is regarded as
clse than & meaningless, pious declaration of faith
orkers of Australia and their organisations
tical and industrial, have so far not even attempted
out the responsibilities invested in them. Somé
thinking in regard to the recreancy an
movement in this country is

apparently the most essential need at the prese
Labour deve‘lopmen’o.”

= =

sudden death of John Adamson, Queensland

Owing to the
senator, J.V. MacDonald, editor of the “Daily gtandard,” 88
f Labour nominees

the highest in the previous plebiscite 0
for the Senate, was selected by the Q.C.E-

Consequently, he resigned from the editorship, and Alick
Robertson, sub—editor, was tor by the direc-
tors.

As a repute
nist, the “left wing’ rejoi
foresaw @ big change in
Robertson.

But they were grievous'ly mistaken, 88 ° §
anticipations, Robertson, ghedding all his revg:iutwnary
jdeas, became & gpor o LI .
servile sycophant to 5. His advent 22
editor, and event.ually mana
coincided with its“bwreckin and

It subse :
Labou;z;::;in; him g fas @ apoleon of the press in
actual results he pro
Robertson, o7
his new €aree b
ot R'nb!mon: :nd i _ 1t was some time before 1

awe, but in W
realised what he mean

appointed edi

d and pronounced militant and Commu-~

ced the new appointment an
the direction © i

nt stage of

s
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tlng e
r out a” P Opﬂganda. He reall m
y ant

expression from

P, n the sa .
dard.” Imagine a uninncrEd editorial office all Militang
:lllil propaganda.” Yet Ro.};o“éne‘i Labour pape of‘ the *Stan
e one directi ertson did this wi r “cutting gy
uous Labour piglni;;‘hl-lt the insidious prolgamthout 2 qua?l:?r:
icians was allowed full f:ndabofthe innog¢
ay, backed v
p by

the leadin ¥
4 articles wri
rebel. J. Comri ritten by anoth
y ¢ rie. er 5upp°sed 0
ne time

Obviousl
y the most i
emasculate the “ st important matter i
g » e
ultimate and Earllla(:k Cadg articles Withr n band was to
varying degrees “fyexttl.nftwn- First, Robers:.s.‘”ew]t0 ne
or two which ch articles, eliminatin on altered in
SO — for:}?gi:,i or shifted the whil‘::rgdd"-]g a word
very shortly after.c‘};o-wmg bold with succesesan;{ni ot
paper basket. H signed all my arti , Robertson
and tell me ;“raf]&i"'i;eve}? had the courlti::; tt(:) the v:aste
article published at his polic COmETaN
, the leadi licy was to have onl
son and object, k : ing article. I did ¥ ong
; , knowing it . Idid not go to Robert-
view would prob g it would be usel 4
ab]y end i seless, and any inter-
see no good in me leaving th ¥ A
submitted LQT}ZEESG to be gained by f%rcir(: p:}[ller., 1aal
The unions w‘:ﬁsfan almost int,ulerablegpose't'lssue, 9
of the “Jack Cade”r: zgrcely indignant at the S]_.‘ll 10:: 5
adopted at union ik icles. Resolutions of Hpree
avtann ik . f‘}@etmgs_ Deputati protest were
s a‘ll SRR tions protested to Rob-
reviewing thi
it g g this matter [ am d .
i efi A
He s ;C:c;:z acquiesced in this at:?il_tf,:ﬂifthe O
R disdp]ineds only an individual and ’ lant po o
Why was Robertsoorfdlscharged by the bo:::-ll dfhaye heen
Ty perml'lt or years both as editor 3 directors.
the “Standard”™? “:_tﬁd to remain as the gre::‘Plater man-
proper re‘mgnit:io ith a lack of intelligen ooh-bah of
unionists who n of their duty to the “Sce, SRR
Labour moveme:teated the paper, and ota“da"fis" to the
son to steadily generally, the directnrswﬁed oy
pursue his disastrous pnlic:r T:?d :llﬂb; i
. It is hard to

fathom this mad su ort of a man who years 1 when it
18 PP y
s later, h
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e gevered his connection with the «gtandard.”
hat action could well have been taken within a year of two

1 editorshib when the whole of the composing
strike and stopped the issue of the paper in
tain of hie actions. But apparent.ly Rob-
4 imbued the directors with a stupid obsession
er editor could successfully conduct

the paper and make it 8 gound financial success. But
pelieve that the underlying motive for their tragic failure to

deal with Robertson was their hostility to the militant
union officials who did not hesitate to severely criticise the
paper, its vapid political policy, and castigate those respon-

sible.
Roberston foun
directors who equally with him

critics as George Rymer, president of the Australian Rail-
AR.U., Ernie Ellis,

ways Union, Tim Moroney, secretary J.s
secretary of the Carpenters Union, H. Carrigan, secretary

of the Seamens Union, W.Jd. Wallace, secretary of the Paint-
ers Union, J. Carleton,

d himself in close alliance with the
gelf detested such outspoken

who, u.nfortunat.ely for the B9 d of the workers, were all

powerful, was unthin e e,
e“S ard” to viciously attac

militants, retained the 8%

On one occasion }
ol and its officials

bitter diatribe against the 2 ' SHF
z hi o‘ldan oppo[tun‘lty to d‘l!cfﬂdlt lﬂd
son seized © s B '+ fear od an 3 hated 0 pponents,

il i ible, his MOs
humiliate, if posslble “o ot i o feature

Moroney: hi
ﬁ::%::x:::d 4 statagn Moroney, as s_uretary. of the
ARU.,8e ugh for the “ d’ moiﬁemlreply
to McCo ck's attac my & emen't, Moroney’s TePLYs
as it appe the “Daily Standard,” Was grossly cen-
gored, 80™ its most e and 'pn.llgent passages being
elimina! I furious, d went to bertson an asked
285
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him how h
e dared t
secretary to 0 censor an offici
exclaimed, “Yoali.lw?tﬁfk, by a LabO:f:a:J reply by a up;
any statement sent ¢ 't dare to alter's itk Rl i
have the audaci o you from a Lab ine or a com ¥ 1
city to ruthlessly cena our Minister yertna of
SOr a » Yet you

reply.” Robert
son . :
was white with suppr union secretary's

daring to
questi : i
on his actions and weak?ssed rage at my
y explained
that

what he had cen
suppose he ne sored was not ger
him regardingvgl-‘ {Drgflve me for ’r.hgis :l?:ine to the issue, |
At the oo it et o
gt 3Tgumenetnceme“t of his editorsle;'
Sul‘mdal tolioy e S Wlfluh Robertson with ip I frequently
ot AR evidently going to ad regard to the
said once “I knogw e elimination of the indopt towards the
that crowd think that Wallace, Morone ustrial page. He
‘_NantEd- I might a bt ekt articles af; S:nd the rest of
in the street doe Sﬁee with your ideas mys i]fust what are
PRER T s e want thit sort6PLHI NI but the man
per the ordinary i 5- then propounded th g,ka.and I am going
tants in the uni{; individual wanted and ge 'dmd of newspa-
3 ittt neiat atd thab S
and said a Labo ow estimate of the “m mall minority.
standard rather &r paper should rather 8:'1 i !ftreet,”
militants,” I Sa_dﬂﬂ“play down to it. “Wi ;‘Y to raise his
weaknesses of th:; -l better th ith regard to the
whatever their faults may hat the yeaels et EA
driving force of th s may be, are the lif militant section,
the ‘Daily Standa: ‘:i’rﬂovement. Once you ;_ and breath, the
paper as a Labo;r then you might just a ivorce them from
E}‘:per's connection paper. You should ts well close up the
at, for the ‘Dail with the unions. Yo s ,““d foster the
the finance to ily Standard’ had ngt,n can’t afford to lose
Telegraph’ as a nfompete with the «N?n,ci NS can have
then I can see on]er;newspaper. If you ial ) Co_urier,' or
However a.])[, isaster ahead for thgnore this position,
, all my reasoning was o f‘;!;a:er.r *
vail. e, Rob-

ertson, kne
3 ho
to n a paper, and uld
w W TQa wo prove h

cﬂpabllltleﬁ. A
a ul » did ny
8 result, I not waste a more time
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man who refused any advice and who apparently
abour principles of very minor jmportance com-

i ore mundane things.
s the “Standard” started on its new career of more oT

:1ed hostility o the unions, 0 Was my position o1t the

union congre
duced, and the resultant domina
“Daily Standard’s” leading article dealt with the proceed-

ings and decisions of the congress.
The article was & damnable one- It was a disgracé to
any decent Labour paper: As the congress had at least been
strongly influenced by the militants, including Moroney,
Rymer and others, it was naturally fair prey for Robertson
and Comrie. The congress decisions were gneered at and the
unions generally held up to public scor bec i
alleged futility and failure to get anywhere.

things that were said
a certain point, but it was utterly
ide method of discrediting the unions.
When 1 read the infamous thing I ha

resentment by some means, 80 ] wrote an article reviewing
iving words of cheer and

the work of the congress an givi

encouragement t0 th who in the face of many

disabilities, were 8t Jeast trying to lay down and carry out

a progressive working class policy- In the rnoon, Dan

Quinlan, the only other genuine rebel on the whole literary

staff of the «ggandard,” came into ™Y office and asked me

1 had read the “yile ‘gtandard’ Jeader” and asked what I

thought of it- 1 Bhwmii him the l..rtlcle 0

i L ation, e B8 2

1:1:!; :uﬂ;‘;il::lgn do with st7” Isaid w::ld gend it to oné _of
our papers 0

the Southern Lab pape R farpuh]ie.ﬁon_

inl dmetpund:tm

b= :‘;3:;:;‘1 out tha cles had been d for a

long time and 1 did not relish giving another
287
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opportunity to sl
least hav ap. my face. Quinl
e ¢ i:‘—; ?1]-12 s“zét:sfaction of knoz::iz;gt'::d that I woulg
Unwillingly I Sentat"hdard" a fair review itf It}]:ad tried::
e article into e congre
88,

never publi
published, returned or mentio,i‘iibteftson, but it wa
o me! ¢

Quinlan lat
mﬂitant’ vonld er became sub—edit
uld not endure Robertson atr’ll;i &‘;t !'1:' an-homt
vitiated “Stan-

dard” atmo

sphere. H

but : ®. e resum

ut, unhappily, died soon aftei(\lv;-?irk on the “Daily Mail ”
s. ;

£
An arresti Er
porary Subllgdcil:::act}-fr, Chris " O'Sullivansa
not submit to th’ew 0, as an enthusiastic'lris}? alg“ e
Robertson. O'Sulliv rea;tlgﬂary restrictions an:ie ell' -
the war, wh an had an adv policy of
; » e i enturo q
e . . 1 becam . ed as a
con}f{i;ii:] e Yk ::?Jnend]y with him and
F as in contin = B
amusing feat ual conflict with R
I suppose it was O’ on by notes in true di L b
induced him tosir?dsun“{anls conspiratoriallplcommim i
would come into ulge in this comic o omplex that
son, who, in due ::)Y office and pen an u]tif::: method. He
matum. And so it w‘:rse. replied with probabl 2 tohRobeﬂ."'
not leave the “Standnt on. O'Sullivan Dromise{ian% er ulti-
hope that we might "(‘;’dv but would remain ‘:T;le he would
more like a realgL o something to make tzl G me 1n thﬁ
could not tolerate h?b"“}' paper. But O’Sulli e “Standard
afterwards, exclai is chief and burst intqu ivan found he
Robertson and laiming “It is finished! I e office shortly
said to him the "Saomg to Sydney to the"L. ad a row with
PR S b L R abour Daily." I
;’Vent all the same ‘;Inur Daily” was wors ers point of view
and. . He has now, I helie;,ee'rg:. agr 3ed, but
» rned to Ire-

=
288 .

As the work on
Robertson’s regime,
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the «grandard” was re—organised under
e, 1 was allotted the unpleasant duty of

reporting Arbitration Court cases. For some years 1 had this
work to perform in addition to collecting and collating union
reports: Having no delusions about the kind of justice that
was meted out £0 the workers per medium of Arbitration
Courts 1 did not receive any chocks when I thus had a

continual close up view of th

e Arbitration Court and its

methods. 1f one had previously accepted the popular legend

that Arbitration Courts functi

on jmpartially or, indeed, in

the interests of the workers, closer acquaintance with the

Court soon removes the scales

of disillusionment.

It seemed to be the irony of fate — 2 sardonic jest —
that I, of all men, should find myself the official recorder for

the unions of compulsory arbitration cases-

Cammonwealth had more

denounced this system of immo
exploiter and the exploited as expressed to

No one in the
consistently and bitterly
ral compromise between the
its highest or

lowest depths in Arbitration Courts.

Yet here 1 was, day after

with my own eyes the damna
foolishness — and humiliation, when at
tain vested Labour interests, the

of compulsory arbitration.

gitting in that Court of capital ‘
lass degradation and spineles

bolic of working ¢
to the employing

days and contrasted the unionis
ge that turned sour in the m

ers had sold their priceless heritag
em of in i

mess of potta

lian work

had weakly accepted 2 syst!
sapped the ry life

Court judgementn had,
revolting worker

to severe enalties. The
fighting &

tively in U

day, week after week, seeing
ble evidence of the workers’
the behest of cer-
y had welcomed the chains

ist class justice 80 sym-
¢ submission
flected on the earlier

class, 1 oft—times TeL€

m of then and now. For &

blood of real unionism. Arbitration
ad, on pumerous occasions, bran
s as outlaws and pariahs, criminals subject

one-time independence an

ri unionism was but a memory killed effec-
the poisonous atmosphere i
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Having accepted the dictum and phi
exploiters, that there was a case for the divisj
of their toil, that there was a close identity
between the haves and the have-nots, the ur
found themselves “cabined, cribbed, confined” o

01
Years of bitter experience had taught tho:
been the most ardent advocates of arbitration
delusion and a snare to enmesh the worke
futility with no escape from capitalist condition

daring to question the infallibility of the court
that the sorely tried workers would kick over the
take direct action. ;

But the workers, with their own hand, ha
seed of compulsory arbitration and were now r
whirlwind which effaced all the higher conception
ism — of working class solidarity, and left
naked to their enemies. In close alliance and sy
pelitical Labour and its powerful ally, the A.
tration Court found itself soundly entrenc
spasmodic or sectional revolt against its ju

But even the worm will sometimes tur
Court, in a judgement reduced the shearing
advocate, W.J. Riordan, bravely told
that the A.W.U. would “kick like an el

The same day I interviewed Ri
of the AW.U,, as to the in T
that the members concerned were

i

entirely h

gol.‘n‘n:d

and fury ané
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Chapter 24

Rev ’
olt Against the T
Overnment abour

But th
T e b
o reached i unions agai
meer‘y the Mccorm:atcskapex subsengt.an?ts:tt}?e G?Vernment
19271ng of the Trades Government in 19 e railway (8
. the fallowine . na Labonr Gonneil oi7s' Ai a special
eptember 12,

without d ing resoluti
"Th:t? :ﬁ?: tion was unanimousl ;
ernme is council usly carried

nt and it declare :
working cla 8 supporters i s that the McCorm
workers, Thsesrmovement ancin the A.L.P. have b‘*tf:;:dctt;:

; ha
cal situation, S ve lost the confidence of the

in order to deal

==
At the T
the first ;:d

292

e Union C
on
many years, the fo:lt:::r' 1927,
ng reso-
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Jutions 8T€ indicative of other decisions reached which
vealed the workers’ resentment of the Labour
Government‘s reactionaryism.

uThat in view of the failure of the Q.C.E. to gafeguard
the principle of unionism, challenged and violated by the
Premier and his Cabinet, the Q.C.E. is deemed unworthy of
the confidence of the unionists in Queenaland.

“That this congress recognises that the failure of the
political Labour Party and the Q.C.E.is due to the reformist
policy of the Australian Labour Party. It is evident in times
of industrial upheaval that the interests of the people
become the interests of property, therefore, cONEress
declares that recognition of class struggle and active partic-
jpation on behalf of the workers must be the basis of work-
ing class politics.

«That congress declares the action of the McCormack
Government in locking—out the railwaymen of Queensland,
was a direct violation of a vital principle of the Labour
movement, and that this Government is not worthy of the
confidence of the workers”.

It need hardly be noted that the A W.U. was not rep-
resented at this congress or any of the conferences that met
from time to time to deal with the crimes of Labour Parties.
As the staunch friends of A.L.P. oliticians, the reformist
bureaucracy of the A W.U. never yet identif'fed the AW.U.
with any organis
tionably accept the omnipotency ot
when the Queens and d

adopted the card system © :
recognised the Queensian Trade Union Congress and sent

its del By its numerical &8
s delegates By 1 . o militant congress, under the

of the card vote, the one—tim r t
AW.U, plossomed into a recording

domi 0 e h- 2
;;2:-::: :-:, AW.U. opportunism and a valuable aid to the
¢

& o “t'.':al stru ture.
dlacreiltﬂd s eciation of the policy of the AW.U. with

clear apPT L
er more militant organisations was well set out

regard to @
293
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at the All Australian Trades Unj
bourne on July, 19th, 1928,

It was decided that the
move made by the A.C.T.U.
A.W.U. Executive to affiliat

on Congress, held g Mel.

Congress considered the unit .
Executive in

Proposing ¢,
e with the A, U b

The congress report stated “that in refu
lish Trade Union unity in this country,
cratic officials of the A W.U. have unm
reactionaries who through their actio
the hands of the bosses,

sing to estab.
the present bureay.
asked themselves ag
ns work directly into

“The A.C.T.U. must continue its efforts to bring about
Trade Union unity, in spite of the sabotage of the handful of
leaders of the A.W.U. In declaring this policy, the A.C.T.U.
differentiates between the misleaders of the A.W.U. on the

one hand, and the good militant and loyal trade unionists of
the rank and file of the A.W.U. on the other”,

This congress instructed the A.C.T.U. executive to
launc

h an intensive campaign among the rank and file of
the A W.U., which woul

d make clear to every worker the
necessity for working class unity as the sole effective means
of resisting the onslaughts of capitalism.

An important declaration issued by this congress rep-
resenting all the important unjons throughout the Com-
monwealth with the exception of the A.W.U., related to the
use of “direct action”. The Congress declared:

“That the right to strike is one of the strongest weap-

ons in the hands of the workers in their waging of the class
struggle. W

e desire that this Congress declare itself in
agreement with the strike policy and in spite of parliamen-
tary legislation and court injunctions, declaring the strike
illegal, that it will advige the trade unions to use and will
support them in the use of the strike weapon whenever the
situation and circumstances demand them”.

= =
294
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; “Daily Stan-
enial task of report.u_lg f'?:'l Z:imection with
1 had the urllcorflg ction held at Redchﬁ'etl o (1625-26), in
dard” @ socmlwu{l] convention, held tha 5]')unstﬂ-n and the
the annual - ndler, Barnes, Riordan, At the luncheon
Brisbﬁne'.Graywere there in full fm-':e't,ralian unionism,
official cnqﬁe,e reputed leaders < 'Alg:\ordinate egotism,
speecbes, © e‘sted expression 1o .t}.le“t nd class conscious
gave "‘nresu;c ontempt for the militant a the supremacy of
their Swrn}fu hcad the audacity to question
4] # &

\tv;: Tff\’v or arbitr atmnkp‘ﬂ:f};e ureds,” threats of ‘rh:ft :Ez

b A ttacks “disrupters

Vituperative & 1d do to these " speeches.
AW.U. could 223 :::; the cardinal points ks

ovVEemEents have 1 z

e T1?ening stranger W““lg Iming majority of did
Any lis nted the overwhe eventh, neither di
AW.U. 1 eqrese'nstead of about oné & n rank and file. It
Hap: AmOTREEE sl truly represent their 0:’wh° had an intelli-
these delegate experience for anyon jon and purpose ©
e e o the i
gent and ho ment and 0NE WS od power.
the working class m“:}ing to retain its ml:;es steamer that
A.W.U. incubus tw e gtrip to Brisbane on

On the retur

ined
;.7 Fallon, destine
“Clarrie Fa U. oligar-
‘tting alone when the AW.U.
evening, [ wa® SHERE | panjandrums o ¢ the luncheon
to be one of the lgith me on the t‘('"i rebel with an en;:
chy, converBedkwown Fallon as & B0, emarked thﬂtdtto
speeches. [ had kn a “straight £0€T he movement seeme k-
able THpREEE asd gelflessness of t tterances of the spea
i ent,huSiﬁfs‘::::ast also that the 0 ke
ing o : le. .U. speake
be a thing were Tegre “bt. although the AW.T e it
ors the d, and said tha 11 that was best l:;i would
TrBhes esenting & ttered that one
ly repr d been U -3 that could
e supposed nce ha d said that coul
movement, 1ot 2 'i:';;eimion o fight, “And 1”1 o8
take away as *.‘n;ﬁun or help1n :‘ :n-ite up the report’. ey
fire one’s imagme to go home A3, 11 is a crime that a ™
conclusions :
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Cade” articles w

0 =
8 glad 0 hal as ¢ ad
nce wa t 1 omr es

On the bo
. at that i
experience. “Boh” at same mght I1h

. & L
ob” Funnell, later Labo(i:?:lzheg eI
mber for Bris-

banea wh

0, as an A

adherent to the Rio}‘gég' organiser had ever been a devoted
evote

oppose : ~Du i
d to my militan nstan coterie and undeviatingly

manner, ¢y, ca
It appeared that t,h me up to me in a secretive

some A W.U. b,

Samas WL, allot, r i

I::]@;r}mg from his or;::'lt'l
with a furtive gl:.a.nc:asl

yours — or D
I had never bl;nsta“ eithe

e L
ng":}:vas a split in the camp, over
ng poso ':t-l‘y afterwards in Funnell
around]- 1“0;{1: He half whispered to
. B® Tt iordan is no friend of
indendane o L edern il ghed. What a revelation!
By y other time s y illusion as to ho 4 :
P W g erver or politician w Riordan or
upc?mpromising h er? .wlt’h whom I wa r'egarde‘.i me. How
glstlc to me, hﬂwe‘?smh_ty- possibly be a L continual and
o Funnell’s confiden friendly they mi hnythmg but antago-
After Fun1 ential news was no% t be on the surface?

nell had broken wi:]ﬁw:hat all!
: - A WIS R

You are out P

“fair dealj of it”. I infor ;
g b s PORBIAT

the last i e t:;‘elr opponents, tzi‘-';r;:a.t'ai:.lral]y T leriioa bl

296 ¢ world anyone wn:Id ated “reds,” was

expect from the
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w.U. high priests. “When I was organising,” said Funnell,
«gnd the ballots for A.W.U. positions were being taken, I
was told to do all I could to block you from getting votes." 1
gaid this was news to me, though I had no reason to doubt
that the heads of the A.W.U. were capable of doing anything
to ensure their own welfare and to confound their enemies.

w =

These disclosures of Funnell’s afford a concrete illustration
of the mentality and methods of individuals who, after they
have discarded their erstwhile close colleagues, disclose
some of the disreputable practices with which for years they
themselves have been associated. As an open and well—
known advocate of 8 genuine Labour movement in contra-
distinction to the reactionary policies of the Theodores and
Riordans, whenever there was & disagreement and cleavage

in this camp, the disgruntled outcasts would tell me of the
which are such an inte-

intrigues and violation of principle

gral part of machine politics and unionism. Strangely
enough, these individuals, with an amazing lack of percep:
tion of their own ignoble role, of their acquiescence &0
participation in the acts they now o.not. realise
their own guilt. tant of their own past
evil partnershi ly personal rea-
sons, involving no Labour ideals,
find themselves thrust into the cold. I have received many
curious and interesting “co » relating to the_ inner
circle. Some of t ions I have ]ltfov:fin pna?;:;sf:;

never surprised me.
Othsr SYEES FlN il e bu{f; the politi::al immorality and

jences 0 g
own first hand exp:?thnse 'n high places and their con-
f further trickery

unscrupulousness i i
scienceless camp followers, T e
can serve to increé e my dis or mpahon. These
quest-ionable converts t0 the militant policy who thus
denounce the corruption of which they have been a part,

d distrust.

only excite MY contempt an

but, for pure
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This wa good
4 s th i stoh
division of the A V?/ geginnlpg of the zsgstfyeople.
i -W.U. officials into two cao the one time
ere appears to b sation is well mps. Today the
i € no oppositi ell entrenched and

In complete harmon

th
e AW.U,, the “Queensl

a conti
“REdst”m;olus‘attack on m
. This Journal, whi

ai’; d“’é:;‘; Iihe”regcfsionary policy of
ilitant e .falthf‘ul]y carried on
high estate, h ch had sl:)nsonl.sm and the detested
been its gf‘e’at:i prostituted the Sraglcfﬂly fallen from its
and discreditedsthglory’ also, as faro:la.hs" faith that had
of g, At this pe,iﬂifi"hheviks and th:};t dared, slandered

staManagement s the“:'as one of the me,::gszaﬂ Revolution.

im n and Riordan wh 'wotkervh which al er's of tic RN

posed their polj 0, 1n actual practice lf:hl'm:ilul‘lied il
% ind the scenes

att polic;
attacked Hanlon, the cditor, coner g io" the board met, I
" ; rd met,
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orkers who were sick to death of the
tionaryism of official Labour and
th a bona fide

g of other W

ce and reac
d something more in harmony wi

hundred
cowardi
demande

Labour movement.
.d that the Board was the authority and

Hanlon sal
whatever policy was laid down he would faithfully carry out.

But although the extreme viciousness of the “Worker” arti-
cles were modulated, there was Very little difference — the

upower behind the throne” still reigned supreme.
%

An echo of the past arose within the sacred precincts of
Parliament House with regard to the literature distributed
by the A.W.A. when McCormack, 8s Premier, was charged
with distributing «] W.W." and revolutionary literature
throughout Queensland when he was secretary of the

AW.A. e
Of course the accusation was made for puhhcal pur-
ose McCormack as 8

poses by anti-Labour politicians to exP
insipid, harmless Labour Pre-

revolutionist, instead of the insi .
mier he actually was. McCormack, obviously for several

reasons, denied the terrible charge, stating that not he, but
Ernie Lane and others in Brisbane had been guilty of this

heinous offence.

When 1 saw & report of
commenced to write 8 true histo
and how Theodore an
and denounced it. Then;;

=5

the matter in the press, 1
ry of the A W.A. literature

this closed page of the A- Y- . ipati i
3 diation of partlclpatmn and he would tri-
MoCormackiitis wrhere, you S€€ I told you I was not

umphantly exclaim: 3
responsible for this WW htern.ture
The vendetta agm::: left wing
i n on
Movement, which has TN i e

Australian Labo ! d
i an ;_Communist pledge. This unscrupulous
the wabel e righteous and infallible Labour Party

ing th
method ofk“t.‘:;lg— and antrammelled — was not designed

ancontaming
299
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to eliminate Com : Dawn to Dusk
Party in Queeﬂs]:’:ﬁnlsts from the Piirt
quantity with very f at that periog way. The Commyp; agreed to it — made the position intolerable as far as I was
anti-Communist Ie"*’ members and less a very negligﬂ;:t concerned. Thus I severed a lifelong connection with the
LL‘ either drive mihtp edge was a very ;fmﬂ,ue“m. But, ae Australian Labour Pariy==1ot have I since seen cause to
them to bow the kants out of the Lahoe o “"eﬂpor; tn regret that decision, rather, many reasons to strengthen it.
had proved most Pl tf] Baal and restrur Part;" or t:crmp;]I The anti—Communist pledge had its climax at the
Labour Party’s effective in the ranksa]fr'1 their ardoyr, | following Labour—in—Politics Convention, held at
doubt of its sucmOSt_powe,—ful ally, and t}f the AW.U, the Southport. Tim Moroney, George Rymer (A.R.U.), and other
When thi:edss in the political arena ere would be lttle delegates, refused to sign the pledge, not because t!wy were
anti-Communist emand for all A.L.P m' members of the Communist Party or desired to ].oin thsft
ical Organisationp]e‘jge was first sent.to :}in]::‘;rs to sign an organisation, but in uncompramisir}g protest against this
was a widespreads — now termed A.L.P bre orkers Polit. unscrupulous method to stilﬂe all militancy. Debarred from
I rejections of th revolt against the im' o ?I}Ches — there the convention, the politicians staged & despel"ate fight to
QR wWore re e pledge with scathing cop dSltlon and many force the convention to adopt the pledge. In this they were
Fec real purpose fgismréd by the W.P.O.s Eﬂ emnation of the successful, employing every trick, threat and devious :
i who were tr. of the pledge was to “pur Yol knew the method of which they had often proved themselves masters i
trie beiieie bt t;ub]esome iofhe politic'purge tlhe .party of all to whip into line the necessary majority. M_any _others were
name e Labour Party be on ians by insistently agi- caught in the net so cunningly set with the inevitable result .
i A e in something more than that the Queensland Labour Party today is 8 travesty and
g fo § an active memb could with equal and more truth be termed 2 Fascist Party.
rin| T many years I o er of the South Brisbane W.P.O q
ko moualy Ticted ot & mesting o b e " =
) CE, with cunning k g of the organisation. B ; ¥ il pow- !
agai g knowl e ey . But the - fied, mediocre but all po¥ |
2?13‘ : tl%e ?ng:tr:: nded that the V\(e-cll’gg)znddmmdmus Propugditis il:f:;ta; :’?I%ra:itﬁt:i:{;e i;l:' i:::;strlalian Railways Union in f
whi W.P.O., I was again considered i opt the pledge. When Queen land had been fortunate in its representatives and |
ad dire re;u]:gm:;: ;Itlﬂ rejection and Sho{v :2‘:”}?0:1!:11 Bl:‘iizbane ofﬁc?alss arlln e ferences, in meny, ﬁgh;s, :}llley St::golllle‘l:g ]
speal g ¥ surpri o at would be its £ . AW.U. and © er Té 3 |
two dznﬂl::ll::dl r;ﬁlugilégEMy l];S ?e?ggkglsﬁuﬁt :“ tlhe following zggo;};:::ldg:r:::;e;::gsﬁdouﬁhty "PP":‘;“}‘:&: ::b" :
reac ; than Fhad tised. gafd. and the p]ed' L.LA, a though they Leatint sy.stem i g;nerally recognised as the i estr 5
actl : Q.C.E. My motit,:r?td that it would %i landﬁ.ar e advocate for the workers in this State if not 11 Austypen-
7 a visabl 5 nd a sparkling wit ==
?5”; it mi‘;‘iended my r::l;f;::::]?iby 30 votes to ;!ta i With & de_l;gh;i‘::;l':ﬂsg‘: o:fh;;n?:::king c‘.lta,sa move'.ment.
il wa}f i lack;’:l";:: ;f time to re'ﬂ:i:fit,hz rJIQ;)L.P. It seemed to ﬂ::o:e;lo: many a battle ﬁe]t:-l had causede t,ae (;'a;c:::a:;
Scheme : rinciple rganisation tha 4 L prnes 3 . 1 have, on .C.E. 6
oo Do gy Cacutica e i 1 ntrnes 1 vt
i men and class m o still fur : 5 with him an never P
ath <80, TThe fack that tHe memmhre set s hest his clowest 8108 bty and vafailing corac® inchis woend:
Aver 300 geous nature of th mbers recognised to his ht for the working class.
e pledge — and j ing fig
met then 301 L
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.d}\noth{-r AR.U.
president, also possessed i
league which enabled hij Py e o

particularly obnoxious,

vy “Qilo?e of the militants who came withi

hon,ora:y}secretary £ thretﬁ;y M
! ; 0 € old Bri

during its later peri erich

trial Council
Od- fe“. i i
A L P5 Benduat o Y ;:iompelled to resign from the

' 11 a breach, to tak

Xzallfc; though disillusioned in many respectz acit:nl:t

anu?hz c}?:r{‘m'e of that heroie band of pioneers who .through
in :

i, ging years, have not changed or betrayed their

n the pledge
s’ Union angq

s Thaerle?lft sai_d about many union officials, of which the
tion. T.he_ e prime exam‘ple, the better for their reputa-
fr(m; A Vig];eiorig and actions will not bear investigation
e orking class viewpoint, but it would be wea-

their failuresseless to elaborate on this theme or catalogue

Ao itlsllnb‘]ecft%to many vicissitudes at the hands of those who
privilege:r ; d");ts a distinet menace to their dominance and
in the ultim lt not — could not — abandon my firm belief
tried workers, ‘Iaz::;tu mph of the much betrayed and sorely
Movement, but an old friend, unattached to the Labour

: an idealist whose id
i y eals had been shattered
“g seeing the corruption of the Labour leaders. He said:
Thie, your heart must be : '

disappoi broken, with all your bitter
“ate‘;)?.oala?t;::l?::’; uIntl‘: l:ghed’ and remarked {hat fortu-
one had perforce to mrrl;t;:;ﬂtely, hearta did not. break and

1 at‘least had the cons;:lation

Wayside or succumbed tq that I had not fallen by
tem i v
ip of all from ptation, that I held the

Dawn to Dusk

in touch
iti because I want to keep in
s W;]l;;‘ﬂ% ti-z)n{:(\):'l who could have climbed on the
— but did not.” '
ke{:iend Mrs Jeannie Scott Griffith, one o;'
i braves:t women Mrs. Lane and [ ever !md
to know, on her departure fordt.he. Un:tee
jcur torm battered pine tré
e me a picture of a s i
Stat?;’ gaa\l’one on a mountain. On the bac.k she w}r‘(;tz R
iiti;nn:en%ine upon some wind swept emlgence
0
abatterEd’ i Uﬂ:mke.n h_)é::::;f;;ﬂ l;e egotistical but I
ntal of these 1nc1 i
think?}::; oc‘:mtain truth. Aftsir alli u:sdn:’i:{_rl :); f;?:(;g,l a2
i eatest solace 1, e
Str?csis‘tnf ::?lglﬁ' f:agic disillusionments, t:he f._p;;r:gljs;y-
2?11i:dred spirits, a common bond of suffering

wrute:
with the one
packs of the wor

A very dea
the brainiest and
the g()()d fortune

=

ignation of Crampt e
?é‘tea;g“:‘:g;}’ had the result in the appointme saetrrrig} ~
t
to the all-powerful posi iy
immediately commenced to show an

i rodigal
conduct a daily newspage:hﬂlt:lnge% hasteosly fowthe
ated a variety of stunts

i t i pr
i £ «gtandard” and brought the paper into disre
unfortunate

pute as a true Labour paper-

Yy y the y 1lo
bl the mBSt famous (.) al d S of
Proba ? nd co tl h e low

tson indulged in was

; that Robert dinary
journalist species oiimrsirxih competitions under or ;

ition. ; ncing Labours
a beauty °°mpeh§1 not conducive 10, t:;ect,ual standard
circumstanf:esl 9;‘; g 1 aﬂ:h int Standard” beauty
o part.lct;:“;' generally- oo bgr:uol'l with a flair and
of the F‘fn:‘mwlg conducted h{}::ben uty competitions. The
competition W, | o utified néll‘ : Brisbane Cricket Ground; it

boost that ot e at Week,” and
final boost took P pack to Wm:llcmngﬂb‘"ha tson, the
was connec gotism in 8

i d

jati tacle was v:ntnelu

the humil—l‘;t'.ﬂg 5‘:;13alism riding i:} ‘sfmu‘:;m i
y .

%::a;;;‘; the crowned beauty quee o
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other beauties. It was a sort of
ancient Roman circus, without e
exhibition. To finish off this a
tion, the beauty queen was dispatched to the North, under
the expensive chaperonage of a manager of a picture show
— for all to see — and admire!

The unions, and all decent minded Labourites, viewed
this exhibition of Labour journalism with intense anger ang
disgust — but the directors of the “Standard” sat silent and
allowed Robertson to continue his meteoric career.

The costs of this beaut

¥ venture to the “Standard” was
in the vicinit

y of £1,000. So notorious and disastrous
Robertson’s stunts that he wa

— designated in the Trades Hall as “the stunt artist”.
Just as this Napoleon of the press had destroyed the

“Standard” as a bona fide Labour paper after he had

assumed the editorship, so likewise when he was made

manager the financial losses were immensely increased.
When the financial

ertson agreed to a volun

were
8 cynically — and truthfully

position was becoming acute, Rob-
tary proposal I made that I would
resign from my full time position on the staff and on 8

half-time basis confine my work to union doings. This
agreement worked

quite satisfactorily but to my astonish-

ment, two months later I found a curt note in my pay

envelope of instant dismissal owing to “financial necessity”.

Thus after fifteen years service to the “Daily Stan-

dard” during which I had ungrudgingly given all my ability,
had never spared m

yself and did far more than anyone else
on the staff, I was dismissed.

In seeking the real reason for
which I knew would vi
paper, i
voiced
trial page ang the *
pendent of wheth
deput.ined and personally interviewed
covering several ye

ve) ars, also intervie
Prising Messrg. Carrol, McGovern,
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51 he
i ion to the desires of t
i n cons;deramon. ] e
gadliiey tt(;lfl ::n:in{mtion of the industrial page
nonh, S 1 ovement. ; s
i L un;?: ::garded asa nu:sance;ndsv::: i ool
Repo:(-lts bt from publication for _twc;‘h aiontinual e
ki hel} T l:!l::arly two weeks, despite the
occasion for e : i
M s utr'l:f:n]ise. of the Managing Edltntl; :::the il
The at f,lhe Board, as all endegvoul:s Ao g
endors:df{he interests of the unions int
to protec ' g
entirely lgnored-1 enough, I was eﬂgage% 1:nre5l;cked, e
Humorgus %ongress, after I had o:ple g i
i Tre?m?ismy pay envelope {grl{;;dan O il
having op illingly, 1 to iy
advice, AR ;:]gte,’b“t for S8 sa::rzlly, to order
urged him nn:l f:]:emgabour it g
the paper an

termined
knew the (!e S
. me 88 2 W
Robertson to Te::::::tlﬂ-d R Ll sy 7 “m;_le e, coud
attitude the union :

tter.
have ended the ma
directors that [ f.:l;:a:: s
would get the uni i . o my di

Af?parzng{ :(}ew gy wtl:l;flthe directors, at the
was deferre :

happened to meet R. :

" ] sal
el Bab'gu.rdarl moment, “they were
Arbitra‘;ion' g:l::;lied in'nn .
now”. “Yes, -

He

jous “they” were-

7 t you he mhm“’ y s who
termined to BEV I ° o ¢ g hard to gues

de 1 did :nt :::l:;lﬁ,_ but it was not

would not haV

; d without | ards
“ re. furious 8T T attitude towar:
t.hey"T‘lb": uniong ;::emk a most. "M and which
stion on MY P 5 0, cch it never matter came U
the -standard.” f19% P whole i
3 m W s .
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'I]!‘Iiith::lﬂ |;9t been finally endorsed
o m:-n |}ng was the most repres
o reld for many years

equesting my reinstatement :

moderate or mili
. ilitant T
tion, with policy, strong] hether of
carried unat:iinexcemmn of the E.ywsupp}(;rted the resolu.
Moy ously, as the A.W.U. did owever, it was
1e speaker, during the c(;u not exercise their

r

debate :
» spoke in opposition to the mo:ie;;zf tihetexhaustive
- Instead of the

unanimous decisi
oo sion of the unions being pi
s i1;helr next meeting upheldgt}ivgn ?ffECt i
gnored the unions. There was nimlon ol
argument at

the time or si

since about it ;

and for that not being a case of victimisati

and a numhe:eoi‘sf}? and only, the Building T‘?:(tilemlg}atmn'

“Standard.” real; € unions refused to further s s Group,

SNl ' alising that a vital 2 ; UEPDrt the
ved. union principle was

by th_e Board of p
entative of the yn;

nd a res .
olution
: was m
Il of the unions, w oved

irect,orav
ons thﬂt

As the board h

1 ad failed to h 3

unions, the uni 2d Lo honour its obligati

5 tiking, i 2:1223 then decided to take the onl;g::::-l;:z s

and call a special :Vol{r to upset the decision of the boi‘:ﬁ

the company. At 1'heetmg in accordance with the rules of

September, the wh f special meeting which was held 'ﬂn

open threat by the Ao\:F e t};e

insisted on my re" .U. representatives that iE’the unions

their finanecial nstatement, they would withd

effect, meant th su]pp-urt’ from the "Standardw”l hr'&? o

reinstate me toe :uc:)l:gdulg po i r-es:lulsio;z 1::

mittee of en A n obertson and t i

dard,” were gﬁlgfmto the policy and cond(:u:‘.psf?:;'}llt “Stan-

}.,tad no hesitation e‘i?‘lteed at thid apecial mesting TheeAS‘;faIrJ,‘

ok r xercising, wh il e
1 ;:te' which gave it a ni.\:rlen o _dlemanded,

1 jority on all divisions.

. then en, a 3
affairs for that papegl‘.gFegrz{vtoh; Daily Mail” to report union

“Dai o :
aily Mail” into the “Cnurierears until the merging of the

interfe n :
after :;ence or censorship that I enjoyed a freedom from
Y experience on the

t was a m
mer, 4Py ost welcome reli
Ber took place, to every Daily Standard”. Whe;e:;me:

e one’s amused astonishment, 1

was tra
news. It was sal
union news then the

that happened, and for four yea

nsferred to the
id that if the
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«Courier-Mail” to write up union
“Courier” engaged me to write

millenium would have arrived. But

rier—Maﬂ,” until T was dismissed

increased pressu
union reports.

re of space precluded the publication of

every respect, including outrageous

sidered necessary. There was &
to the unions which fl
on occasions. This attitude towar
resented and for three years @
editor and other responsible mem

to get the union news treated as
ct. Once, moré than us

little permanent effe
at the marked hostili

it

ty to the unions,

Mail” office that if 1 were the unions
another line of news

to that paper:

w

1 have no complaints whatever with regard to the

manner in which 1 was
their treatment of the unio

treated on the aQourier-Mail”. But
n news was da

t all times & latent hosti}ity
ared into thinly disguised antagonism
ds the unions I keenly
ndeavoured through the
bers of the literary staff,

rs I remained on the “Cou-

on the grounds that

mnable in almost
censorship when con-

should be. But it had
ually indignant
1 said in the “Courier—
they would never give
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Chapter 25

Twilight Hours

ce leavi 4 t C — epteﬂlbe] 193? 1

ince ] VII }le ourier Ma]l in S y i
S t ken any active paIt nt =,
llﬂVe not ta 1 he Labou] MUVE

ment. I have wri
tten thi <
past few m 1 is autobio :
serve to poi?ﬁr;t:st‘; My task is now eﬂdedgrlf;'ptlll'ly B i
e phgr El]some of.the snares and pitfal?set}:nem-m?s
o el rebels, if [ had unmasked h s that liein
Movement, th rusting workers, to the ad TR
T et T am ‘well rewhrdbe advantage of the
; my critici i
mStitutiongarel blzlssrg and condemnation of individuals and
A Ead L Come on my conception of the Labour M:n
for me or anyone e]sl:\:lrglst vitilwpoint. No other is possil‘;;:
lectual h Lkt with undimmed visi :
MO\'emen(:;n:,sltg" real_lses the true meaninglgs;lfcghang lgtel-
false prophets ::hzhls 'rtialisati*’“ spurn with sc:rn ihzlsl;
G , Wi hlnERT ;
saviours of th unblushing h
Al edmasses even while they d:’Poc‘;lsy, poss, 2
b i;‘/hund]amental Labour principle erads and S
ar .
my own lifelong gztliﬁifsary fogme to declare, in the light of
parties with thei — and experience — th
Sl e ERL at Labour
never emanci and pro—capitalisti i
Australiann[f;ll);.zte ;he WO_rkers. In the llzslf s::hlme?, :;n
in other cc'untri:: arty, in common with their aryfl: :
actions. For the w a‘;(e actually Fascist in their optf okype;
of capitalist socie“:;;n*gihwhotrially desire the dl::st:::c:ijn
or socialist soci e establishment ;
as the instri:ri::z’ the Labour Party n:lus(::f;hedqommumst
remains only the CWhereby to achieve that 8 Srognges
ommunist Party, who wﬁl}llrpose_ There
’ a very defi-

nite and clear
cut
towgrds Labour's glll;ﬁg‘ramme show the only road to travel
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nd scorned by official Labour today, the
Communists are destined to be in the near future the corner
stone and foundation of the new building which will rise,
Phoenix like, from the dead ashes of the futile past.
Reflecting on MYy life, searching the cause of my
unswerving adherence to those principles which are embod-
jed in the Labour Movement, I find that my greatest comfort
in times of vicissitude, the oné unfailing source of strength
and encouragement, has been derived from the people’s
poets, the messengers of humanity.

So, in closing this record of my life, insofar at least as

I have been in close contact with the working class and their
g this perennial source of

joys and sorrows, 1 am stressin !
inspiration, not only to me but to countless others by insert-
ing a “Jack Cade” article — “The People’s Poets™—
“All down the history of man the poets', voice had
sounded the paean of the ‘Future’s Day, when the

people will dwell in happiness and concord ‘each for all

and all for each’.

«with clarity of vision and with unconquerable soul,

h ) , however dark the night have sensed
thepeaplela ISR d sung of the days of glory

the breaking of the dawn, and s
that yet Shgﬂ“ be, even though they were a; tho?:i
crying in the wilderness, scorned by men 11}:1 pers
cuted by Governments even unto death itsell.

these men and

g bt of atitude to .
The Mo o“::t: i beg;ond most, devoted their

h A : =
g:r!\?::ltowthz cause of the common pet:ple l_rresp.ectwe
of appreciation: reward, © . Not t.h_e idle singers

 an idle day » who were content to fritter away oF
3 m:it.m.e thei;' great Bi at the footstool nf a king or
I;::;;g temple of Mammon, but those noble singers
o, through long days of labour
And nights devoid of ease, )
still heard in their soul the music

Rejected 2

Of wondrous melodies.”
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people, whose h‘zea:ssﬁared with the s
: w 3 n :
F_L :J:?smnate love for poor :::fa'faf-‘lre with whitgghuf the jation, and despalr have overwhelmed the people’s
3 anguage that will live fo ering humanity, an:at of cause have risen again and again from the debacle,
i %e of hope and promise oftr all ages, gave their Who, cheering on those who have lost their faith in the
nt world. en to a scoffing or ind].';‘fs' ultimate triumph of righteousness, and have — with
“The Shelleys, B b mind and body crushed — despaired of ever again
iilg. At the! sﬂirnfse}?, Whitmans, SFEe knocking at the iron gates of privilege and power.
S8 of t h e worl 3
;ordui, e Outlookeoia]r-th' Far removed fro:ndg}:f «1t matters not to the poets of humanity, who make the
ave, careless of the cost, gi ife, the poets of the peo le toilers cause their own, what their worldly circum-
and ideals which are a:};gwen to the nations thou }i:te stances may be — whether starved in an attic like
ltpsplred countless thous ove price, and which hgavs Chatterton, the boy poet of Bristol, or surrounded by
et t;mes apparently honeleszrﬁiﬁﬁ" their bitter and aﬂ,e luxury, the message bearers give their message of hope .

; e i i i iri L
t:s); e S(F)’rerzﬂe. From_ the heights reZ:hia;n?t oppressors of :I:S lave8 altl :1;0 w:ll' rosg. T:u;: tr:::nngbl:th;;l::

5 men have and tribulation, these love after f m;f?"“p ef }3’ iakiia e leiswmi:m Morris, "
e Rt visioned the promised la ;s oflthelr fellow ohsu.c overs of the L p:tg;‘ lley, the aristocrat' I
ik iSdvily bi 1'}(lla.s been the El Doradonof \:}iuch, fae e ;Ei v;::::;lfu]t;::];:l;:::i a:eople'es pi;t of all times.
peel SRR rt:med toilers of the world, e weary and whao, ins pireyd by the epoch-mnking French Revulgtion. |
l;zeé i \io:ldl I;d with the wonders and deli devoted the whole of his life and wonderful genius o '
s the UItimateo tff_lﬂnkind, with a faith u e}ig};{ts gf ihe the cause of the poor ones of the earth whom he lov |

y riumph of th nshakeable in so well. 1
of th oppressors, thos e people agai - ’
: the gloriout e great poets of EaiasE e “ s mrinei £ the Labour Movement are ’
::1; oy wgo"g::;lsas z‘:ttrmedOf Bl fii?;:g?:}l;g;odamll‘etd u'll‘\ltliiu};a:::lyp;(:z:?:deso: economic rather than ethical Jl
to eve ntered the heart: P ; . oal and material considerations .
two T j‘::;ffs onward and u;,.:,:i:;l e dnspirinE g fo‘:nd: t':lo:}:; E::::’S irivings of the workers in their |
e inspiration :;:ri:“g fliberty is obtairl:erzitﬂv;i; goal l? t ;'i:t.::; gtrugg]e to achieve emancipation: The theory of s
R e : . Without the s wealth is construc -
Boka songs; without th rom these singers of th ) the coming - o—operative Comm e ;
o . the great uplifti e people’s inic conceptions and system. But, over '
13;;:; bequea:tl?e immortals oI;' ltf}ml: ghforces of idealism on: u;e?eet‘;:: :Ct::omie pasis of Socialism, woven o
chall St e c L peTalions Yt N i o read of 0ld throughout the 1ife an? aspirations of
that Bl B Sl s saoing Badil 3 Fad pol Y Sispossessed permeates the idealism of the poet \
i o e elysian fields °fhumanr}:: of the toilers ; :i sut which even economic justice would !
uniot said, ‘The dr::a?:t:e“;ﬂiﬂed- John BoyIOt]E)e;{hmd' sueld :':r iim of the true ré m of human freedom. |
a day. | er lives fo e O'Reilly truly sth ‘a li ver

other 2 Jay: It has heen and for ever, but the toiler dies in o, with souls ﬂﬁ:ﬁfp ﬂ.?pﬂﬂﬂftm;;m }

i & that is hea“ﬁ'f’x?:litt:e vy:et-, t am‘;::;:hlt:;vwi:h the i::ﬂ,;'ﬁ;,::ty and fraternity, which, resounding [

— 0 » who, when bitter def“:' h(::m.::! 1 throughout the universe.'ﬂnds a responsive echo in

311 i
|

o

e

TERE



Dawn to Dugh

every h .
y heart — in ever

m ;
essage of the poet hy clime, And whep th

ened ad fi
the arm of those who gege, 21004 A ity
Y are sittine ength.

poets ha
ve s
mercy, ung an

d f
truth .and foretold,
, and justice shall kiss pr oL iy and
= ne another.”

In the eventi
% ntlde of lf
enjoyment of n ife I find solae
i . at e and ¥
ingratitude not to‘-l:& A sun worshipperc‘)ir:tentment in the
of all gifts. The call%ﬁiﬂate to the full ﬁ'lis n".‘l"m-li:ldb be gross
€ su ost bounteous

Fe
. song of g (i
e LB LR L e 5 » the charm of the bush —
tri sharp blad all compen g s the
I havear l;of adversity sating factors that dull
etained ;
ani ered as th ed my youth, which i
its dobH 6k E‘;—) greiatest blessing Ol;e"":uch is popularly consid-
rin grey WOlfnfpi? that way, rather till-.n receive. But to me it
bee the passion o'd age creeping near e contrary. To see the
18, AE Rt T 1 and rapture °f3’0uthe-r while still instilled with
ball lon is no solace to f is to me an ironic gest
of t E years of disillus; eel young when gesture
h'l cal estimation of usionment to cynicall you are old with
whi with its imm one’s power to § y curb any egotisti-
e Still 1°vable immutability ignore the flight of time,
may grant am content to take
t i , and : ake w :
skl unmindful oty s ELLe all buffetir]: stever gifls, (RO
actu t In these ;: Wn and others b}esgs? and trials, am not
e
Ban f:irlny S life, to tﬁlrs I have made blll:tg& i
s i ed at all timeg toe beloved family ci passing reference
chail an‘;hotut this refuge 3-.& the heart :eni::]e ‘;hmh AN
strivin 1ge, this hav e of my existence.
that made “C gs of life wo en of peace
. : 0sme” would have been impa much of the joy
said. spirits whe what it alwa een impossib
3 vs 4 ? ible. M
unioi who gave u::lfﬁregﬂthared at :3;-’ a social centre of‘;?nléancel
otk With t.hr all to the servj ifferent times m re
i happily m e fleeting vices of huma any of those
arried, st years our fi nit,
met 312 » still remained an m‘:ur children, all most
264 cgral part of “Cosme.”
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ing the eldest, Allan, sugar farming for some years at
Dorothy, Teddy, and Alice, lived within a very
short distance of “Cosme.” On Sundays the family, which
now also included a younger generation, invariably
aughter and joy to the home nest. This
precious charmed circle remained unbroken, a veritable
oasis of peace and love in a desert world of disillusionment
and betrayals. Then with a cruel blow, staggering in its
poignancy, the life-long domestic happiness Was shattered.
Alice, our youngest, born in the Argentine, died with tragic
suddenness, leaving a gaP that can never be filled. It is
useless to philosophise in such cases of irremediable loss.
One can only strive to bear the burden and grief, sustained
somewhat by dear memories of many happy years of unbro-
ken love and understanding.
Perhaps this brushing &

Except
Maroochy,

returned with 1

side of the yeil of one's inner

and most sacred part of one’s life, is out of keeping in these
memoirs. That may be 50 but this brief glimpse of our
family life, its unforgettable gladness — and tragic sorro¥
— is an inseparable and supTe y whole life and

me part of My ¥
activities, without which this record would be incomplete.
=

As the day closes, in retr J .
share — nfore than my sharé — of life’s joy® and e:altt:t;"n:;
To have participated in the Labou’ Movement, a
worked in unison wit! :
able souls — this alone has beer:‘ i !
i etter 8

it that our dreams$ 0 ln S sy e "we-who ance W

a
indeed. What matters

happier world are yet
ere
unfulfilled? They will b
11 be brave and wise.
fanls S B e bl have fought the_ﬁghtd—- 1 hm‘rie
ili tand-
) i ¢the utmost of my ability and unders
kept the faith to the “r St T am o

to regr
ngnt Jeast 1 have had th

thankful that

gospel O,
Commumam.
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| realised
“Capitalism i In my younger da :
‘ alism is Ys w
fattens on the Lh'P: most terrible scourlt’]-l arl Marc th
worker and the ?)“bery- {?r the poor, the gde i hul‘ﬂanity. It
Capitaliom gro\vsr:mhsmg of his wife andefl:"aldation S
the neck of civilisai.grows pauperism, that l_ldl'en.Just L
presence of deep poivcn't the aqudlor of greal:llc'lts:tone ol
mous wealth.” erty seated hard b R
_ y the gate of
enor-

Thus I b :
hatred of th ecame imbued with
e Pk an abidi .
remains with \r\;;};o:e capitalist system anﬁbiltcimg- and bitter
hope of world redeor:::tl-s day. Seeing in COmmz\:ilswo:}l: that
to present d ion, the one m the one
ay societ unanswerable ch
human fr v, I was double— e challenge
tion. eedom, for the destruCtio:rol;-lii for the battle for
. onomic exploita-
With this fai P
Th s .
supreme right a1 this passionat it
Golitieal pu%ver Ogtfhe workers to seize emnﬁ)nk:?hef in the
of all working ol y departure from this fard ic as well as
viating hostilit ﬂ;»s f‘d"’ancement has ever r amental basis
— is inexplicabl vement is the most s others to
A Cummgnt',uu"d with unbreakabl:cl;:d;hmg % Flfe
Labour’s be ism, should den nds to Social-
it i ounce and condemn
ey ens]av 5
compromise wi e their children’ :
A ith sin.” ren’s child
Labour’s represent::_“’ and with astqum;_e“ who make
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abandon or sub ere powerful enough r the exigencies of
ment. vert the ideals andgpr'_ !_le]ve,. hesitated to
With W inciples of the Move-
down — g} alt Whitman, «
1of them.” n, “I am f ;
f em, . or gett
:n;‘:‘ss cymbals — ,ﬁ““:hmg bt of e ?fha“ the wally
ods of play Do]ih‘énmal reversal to the 01; tia cla:’hmg
¥ iscredite:

There is still for me

3 m
ey and stress one yearng for cal
calm,
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om the tumult and the shouting, the noise of battle.

And I must confess, without attempting to justify passivity
_that I “long for rest” — and am lazing my days. Carrying
out the “Right To Be Lazy,” [ am steeped in the quiet beauty
of our home, with frequent visits to the surf. While my
conscience reproves this withdrawal from the fight, I find at
least some excusé and justification in the fact that for many
years I have not faltered nor spared myself — and that I

may — though with some misgivings — take my rest.

far fr

=

cursive as they are,
the hearts of many
ave climbed the

These reminiscences, incomplete and dis
will, T trust, awake a responsive echo in
good friends and comrades who also h
heights of Calvary in pursuit of truth, scorning the tempta-
tions that beset their path. May this record of the past bring
to them precious memories ght which, thqugh s_een_z-
ingly lost, is yet won- The communion of fellowship which is
the greatest glory of the Labour Movement, still .burns
unquenched in the hearts of all such, fmd we meet again an
clasp hands on & commeon grov d

To the younger genernt,inn s .
as a usef ide in the ;
The wilz: :)fgtabour pulit.icinns __ the futility of fe;rful :l:l‘d
reactionary Labour leaders have been revealed ift is
rec d the lessons an i 1
Sh:l:& par!;clu:e any further waste of time and en;l}:us;:s;:
in vainly endeavouring to make fig8 blossom an
barren trees.

y philosoph

its oft times agoni
eontentment. 1

A . ° %
f life with all its tempestuous ou!
o sing moments, have yet brought
t had never failed me in the
ngthened and comforted

from swearing My heart on

» put I have honestly endeav-

:)n:r::leie::e se memoirs to frankly record ;ntimacies of MY
life in many directions
315
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In closing this all too unsatisfying '
even heart — | feel the human creed of that
Humanity, Ingersoll, aptly sounds the need
day: “Justice is the onl ;
Ignorance is the only slavery, Happiness is
The time to be happy is now. The place to be hap;
The way to be happy is to make other people so.’

I
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