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parren; its people barbarous, unprepossessing and just as useless
as the land. And in fthis verdict i
followed the Duteh concurred. e dtol Cau
5—THE COMING OF THE ENGLISH.—The 17th century was
the Dutch century of dominance in Australasian waters and it
was not till near the end of it that Englishmen began their
exploration of the Australian coast. The Dutch had come to the
East, had, with the help of the English, broken the power of
portugal and had gathered into their hands the trade monopoly
that the Portuguese had enjoyed for nearly a century. They
had, moreover, forced the Spaniards to acknowledge the prin-
ciple and allow the practice of free trade with their colonies in
the East. But, in the very process of making themselves masters
of eastern trade, the Dutch were brought face to face with rivals
more formidable and with more resources to give a basis for a
lasting tenacity in a struggle for trade dominance than either
the Portuguese or Spanish.

The English had fought the Spanish and Portuguese. So had the
Dutch. A common enemy had brought the two northern nations
close together. In the latter part of the 16th century they had co-
operated against Spain in Europe and against Portugal in Asia.
The latter two countries had suffered defeat after defeat. The
Spanish Armada had been shattered in 1588 and the Portuguese
had delivered crushing blows when they destroyed a Dutch fleet
at Malacea in 1606 and a Spanish fleet off Gibraltar in 1607. When,
as a result, Spain and Portugal were no longer to be feared as
powerful enemies or as dangerous commercial rivals, the English
and Dutch found an open field in which they, in their turn, could
be enemies and rivals instead of friends and allies. And deadly
and eruel enemies, and unserupulous and treacherous rivals, they
became. In 1623, occurred the massacre of Amboyna, where
Governor Speult tortured some Englishmen into confessing to a
conspiracy and executed ten of them. It aroused great indigna-
tion in England and there were demands that efforts be made to
root “the bloody Dutch out of the Indies.” ™ James 1. and Charles
1. did little or nothing to exact retribution or to vindicate English
prestige, and the Dutch were telling the natives that “St. George
was now turned child.” It was left to Cromwell to obtain com-
pensation from the Dutch and in other ways to interpret in his
foreign policies the interests of the English merchants. But the
Dutch were able to hold their own in the Indies, England was
Weakened at home by internal strife and the East was far away.
The “bloody Duteh” Company was strong enough to retain cor
trol of the Spice Islands and the English Company had to retire
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to India where, however, it found ample opportunities for be-
coming equally as bloody!

Towards the end of the century the first English explorer of
the Australian coast made his appearance in Australian waters,
He was born in Somerset, in 1662, of shopkeeping parents, and
lived to become a buccaneer! His name was William Dampier,

Dampier refused to become a shopkeeper, and, persisting in
his refusal, was apprenticed by his relatives to the master of a
ship. At the age of 18, he made a trip to Newfoundland, but
_the cold was such that, when he returned, he had his indenture
papers cancelled! His wanderlust, however, was proof against
that cold douche, although he determined never to sail into
high latitudes again. He made a trip to Bantam, in the East
Indies, and, on his return, after a year spent ashore, served
(during 1673) on board the “Royal Prince” against the Dutch,
In 1674, he went out to Jamaica to become manager of a planta-
tion, but grew tired of the life and took to sea again. A couple
of years later he was cufting logs at Campeche with the buc-
caneers® and with them became a privateer.

“That Dampier was a pirate,” says Prof, Wood,® “was an acci-
dent.” He was one who wanted to travel, to see, to find out all
he could about the world in which he lived, “Travel, somehow,
he must, and the best people to travel with in his days were
pirates. Therefore, Dampier became a pirate.”® The wealth of
his deseription of everything he saw—new animals, new plants,
new trees, strange natural phenomena—brands him as an ob-
server and a scientist. He barely mentions the pirate side of
his voyages, but fills the pages of his journal with deseriptions
of the new and wonderful things he saw. “When he should

have been thinking about murder and loot, he was thinking
about crocodiles and beetles.” ®

He joined the “Cygnet,” out from London, and sailed under
its captain, Swan, across the Pacific from Mexico, They had
provisions for less than sixty days and sixty days was the lowest
estimate that it was considered the trip would take, Dampier
afterwards learned that the pirates had decided, if provisions
gave out, to eat first the fat Captain Swan, and then the others
wh_o had urged the trip, including the lean and wiry Dampier.
Said ”Swan: “Ah, Dampier, you would have made them a poor
meal” But the trip took only fifty-one days and the pirates
were spared a bout of indigestion.

The “Cygnet” touched af Guam, in the Ladrone hen
made for the Philippines, where they hoped to obt:i’na?:nnz an
independent Prince g license to plunder Spanish ships, Dam-
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pier's pirates were chary of practising their profession without
a patron. Wine and women they found to their satisfaction in
Mindanao and were loth to leave. When the ship did leave,
Swan and 36 others were not on board. Swan had displeased
those who sailed away. He and others of those marooned later
got to Batavia but were killed by natives; the remainder also
perished.

The deserters plied their trade around the Philippines, plun-
dering Spanish ships. They visited many places, ineluding
Cochin China and Formosa, and Dampier, who was tired of his
company and sought opportunities to slip away from it, has
much to tell of what he saw. It was at last decided to sail
for India but, because of their fear of Duteh and English ships,
they set oubt to sail around Timor instead of passing through
the Malacca Straits. Dampier welcomed their deciding on this
route for, said he, “the further we went, the more knowledge
and experience I should get, which was the main thing I
regarded, and should also have the more variety of places to
attempt an escape from them."™ The importance of the deci-
sion to us is that it brought Dampier to Australia.

It was on January 4, 1688, that New Holland was sighted at
what is now known as Cape Leveque, the northern-most point
of Dempier Land, in West Australin. They remained on the
Australian coast until the middle of March. Dampier was as
little impressed as the Dutch had been with both the country
and its inhabitants. The latter, he tells us, “are the miserablest
people in the world. The Hodmadods of Monomatapa, though
a nasty people, yet for wealth are gentlemen to these; who have
no houses and skin garments, sheep, poultry, and fruits of t.:he
earth, ostrich eggs, ete., as the Hodmadods have; and setting
aside their human shape, they differ but little from bl:utes.
They are tall, straight-bodied, and thin, with small long hm.b_s.
They have great heads, round foreheads and great hraws._ Their
eyelids are always half closed, to keep the flies out ‘o:f their eyes,
they being so troublesome here that no fanning will keep them
from coming to one's face; and without the assistance _af both
hands to keep them off, they will creep into one's nostrils, and
mouth too, if the lips are not shut very close. . .. They have great
hottle noses, pretty full lips, and wide mouths. The two fore-
teeth of their upper jaw are wanting in all of them, men and
women, young and old: whether they draw them out I lmow;
not: neither have they any beards. They are long-visaged, a.nﬁ
of a very unpleasing aspect, having no one graceful feature .
their faces. Their hair is black, short and curled, like that
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of the Negroes; and not long and lank like that of the common
Indians. The colour of their skins, both of their faces and
the rest of their body, is coal black, like that of the Negroes of
Guinea. They have no sort of clothes, but a piece of the rind
of a tree tied like a girdle about their waists, and a handful
of long grass, or three or four small green boughs, full of
leaves, thrust under their girdle to cover their nakedness.

The land, he said, “is a very large tract. . . . It is not yet

determined whether it is an island or a main continent; but I am -

certain that it joins neither to Africa, Asia or America.” He
could not value the industry of the natives highly for, when the
buecaneers tried to put them to work carrying water, they simply
grinned. One should imagine, however, that, as the buccaneers
were carrying their own water, they began to have a higher
opinion of the natives’ intelligence, y

After nine weeks’ stay, the buccaneers set sail again,
Dampier had been trying to persuade them to make for an
English factory and only desisted when they threatened to
leaye him behind in New Holland. Into the many other adven-
tures that befell Dampier after he succeeded in parting company
with the buccaneers at Nicobar we cannot go. Affer many
wanderings, up and down, and here and there, he arrived back
in England in 1691, after an absence of 12 years. In 1697, he
published his “New Voyage Round the World.”

Amongst those who became greatly interested in his story
were the Earl of Oxford (one of the Lords of the Admiralty),
the Earl of Pembroke (Lord High Admiral), and members of
the Royal Society, whoss bresident, Charles Montague (after-
wards Earl of Halifax), was one of the Lord Commissioners of
the Treasury. Such influence as these wielded was able to get
him command of HM.S. “Roebuck,” 12 guns, in which, in Janu-
ary, 1699, he set out on a voyage to explore New Holland.

The granting to him of thig command was a great tribute to
his ability, character and achievements. For, it must be remem-

bered, he t!ad never risen higher than an able seaman and most
of his service had been on a buccaneer’s ship.

v_‘.)n this voyage he sailed, not round South America, as he had
originally intended, but round the Cape of Good Hope, Had he
carried out his first plan he

would have sailed through the
West across the Pacific to
of New Holland, 70 years
he cold of Cape Hom lati-
he had not made that early
d such a horror of the cold,

Straits of Magellan and then north-
discover and explore the east coast
before Cook, But Dampier dreaded t
tudes and chose the easier way. If
trip to Newfoundland and concelve
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it would be he and not Cook who to-day would be honored as the
discoverer of Eastern Australia,

The “Roebuck” saw land about the end of July. Here again
was a choice of directions. He could turn south or north, In
the former direction were Cape Leeuwin and, around it, P. Nuyts
Land and what lay beyond. But, he “was not for spending any
time more than was necessary in the higher latitudes.” He
therefore turned north and spent all the time that he was in
Australia in exploring coasts with which the Dutch were already
familiar, He hoped, however, to sail north and east and then
right round New Holland, returning by the south coasts. By
then it would be summer. He purposed, that is, circumnavigating
the continent. But his hope was not fulfilled,

He turned north and anchored in Shark’s Bay and found
several good things to tell about Australia; of the “sweet-scented
trees of shrubs gay as the rainbow with blossoms and berries,
of a many-colored vegetation, red, white, yellow, and blue, the
last preponderating, and all the air round about very ﬁ‘agrgnt
and delicious with the periumes of the soil,”™ not o mention
the sharks which his men caught and whose flesh they thought
food for gods after seven months of salted beef. But they found
no water and sailed on. Up to Dampier’s Archipelago the land
seemed “nothing but ranges of pretty large islands against the
sea” and Dampier wondered whether Tasman (whose chart he
was using) had surveyed the coast at all carefully and whether
it was a coast or a large number of islands through which there
might be a passage to the South Sea. Dampier favored the latter
opinion and Flinders, writing a hundred years later and after
he had surveyed the coast in question, said that that opinion
was a “fair induction from facts.”® Even Flinders, who knew,
because of Cook’s and his own discoveries, that there was no
way through to the South Sea, thought there might be an
entrance in the north-west to a great inland sea. What 1%?
beyond the islands was not known till the voyages of King, in
1829, and Stokes, 1846.

Dampier made acquaintance of the natives again and his tlxle\g
impressions and experiences did not change the opinion he ha
formed of them on his previous voyage. He set out once to
capture one of them in order to find out where they got t.ht_:lr
water. “I took two Men with me, and went in the Afternoon
along by the Sea-side. . . . There were ten or twelve of the
Natives a little way off, who seeing us three going away W
the rest of our Men, followed us at a distance. I.m‘!ﬂ:‘) L i
would follow us: But there being for a while a Sand-bank between
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us and them, that they could not then see us, we made a halt,
and hid our selves in a bending of the Sandbank. They knew
we must be thereabouts, and being three or four times our
Number, thought to seize us. So they dispersed themselves,
some going to the Sea-shore, and others beating about the Sand-
hills. We knew by what Rencounter we had had with them in the
Morning that we could easily out-run them; So a nimble young
Man that was with me, seeing some of them near, ran towards
them; and they for some time, ran away before him. But he
soon over-taking them, they faced about and fought him. He
had a Cutlass, and they had wooden Lances; with which, being
many of them, they were too hard for him. When he first ran
towards them I chased two more that were by the Shore: But
fearing how it might be with my young Man, I turned back
quickly, and went up to the top of a Sand-hill, whence I saw
him near me, closely engaged with them. Upon their seeing
me, one of them fthrew a lance at me, that narrowiy
missed me. I discharged my gun to scare them, but avoided
shooting any of them; till finding the young Man in great
danger from them, and myself in some; and that though the Gun
had a little frigchted them at first, yet they had scon learnt
to despite it, tossing up their Hands, and crying Pooh, Poaoh,
Pooh; and coming on afresh with a great Noise, I thought it high
time to charge again, and shoot one of them, which I did. The
rest, seeing him fall, made a stand again; and my young Man
took the Opportunity to disengage himself, and come off to me;
my other Man also was with me, who had done nothing all this
while, having come out unarmed; and I returned back with my
Men, designing to attempt the Natives no farther, being very

sorry for what had happened already. They took up their
wounded Companion,”®

Dampier was aisappointed with the results of his voyage. He
had expected much in spite of his previous experiences and if
ma:v be true, as Russell supposes,” “that he blackened his por-
traut:s of these uncomely people” (and of the land, too) because
of hl§ “wish to render the failure of his voyage less disappointing
to his patrons at home” At any rate the enthusiasm that
hrougl}t him out did not last long. He was glad to be gone.
Were it not, he tells us, “for that sort of pleasure which results
irom the discovery even of the barrenest spot upon the globe,
this coast of New Holland would not have charmed me much.”

Determining to go to New Guinea, he left the Australian coast,
called in at Timor and arrived there on January 1, 1700, He
salled round the north of the island, discovered Dam'pler Strait,
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showing New Britain (which he named) to be an island, and
giving up the project of sailing right round New Holland, re-
turned to Timor. Russell’s summing-up of his character seems
to be just, that, all his life, “Dampier exhibits himself as a man
of caprices easily diverted from his first intentions, quickly
sickened by failure, though never discomfited by the harshest
sufferings or by the most formidable difficulties, so long as
he can keep himself in spirits by the assurance of some approach
to good fortune attending the issue of his adventure.”™ Dampier
was no Columbus, no Magellan, no Cook. He was not a leader
of men but a scientist who would have done splendid work
under any one of those three. And he was a first-class pilot
and navigator. It is to be remembered, however, that he had
a rotten ship and a crew that he thought so ill of that he always
slept on the guarter-deck with his arms in reach. The ship was
so rotten that nails could not be driven into it. It went down
on the way home and the survivors were rescued by British war-
ships. His sailing away takes him out of our story. He sailed
again in several voyages to the East Indies but concerned himself
no more with New Holland and its inhabitants.

6.—PLANS AND ROMANCES.—By this time Terra Australis
was forming the subject matter of many books and discussions.
People, including merchants, were beginning to read about and
pecome interested in the South Seas. As early as the reign of
James I. Sir James Lancaster, inspired by the success of the
colonies that had been founded in North America, sugggsted the
sending of an expedition to the Solomon Islands. Nothing came
of it.

In 1625, a prosperous London merchant, and a most enterpri_smg
one, Sir Wiﬁizrsn? Courteen, wanted to establish trade relations
with Terra Australis! He was already part owner of 20 odd
ships and employer of between four and five thousand men and
carried on a trade with Portugal, Spain, Guinea, and the_W_est
Indies. He now petitioned the King, James I, for permission
to found colonies in Terra Australis. “That all lands in ye 501}1311
parts of ye world called Terra Australis Incugnita,_ extending
eastwards and westwards from ye Straights of Le Maire together
with all ye adjacente islands, ete.,” his Petition set out to m
“are yet undiscovered or, being discovered, are not Ye';tlt:io e
unto by any of your Majesties subjects. And your pel a:ﬂ
being very willing att his owne charges which wil be very gr ;
to indeavour ye discovery thereof and settle Collonies o:n&‘l“'
plantation* there which he hopeth will tend to ye glory

* Plantation in its original sense of a colony.
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ye reducing of Infidells to Christianity, ye honour of your
Majestie, ye inlargement of your Majesties Territories and
Dominions, ye increase of your Majesties Customs and revenue,
and ye Navigation and imployment of your Majesties subjects”

The Petitioner went on to put his “modest proposals.” He asked
only that the King should “bee pleased to grante to him his
heires and assignes all ye said lands islands and territories,
with power to discover ye same to erect colonies and a plantation
there and Courts of Justices . . . to administer justice and to
execute marshall law by land and sea . . . and to defend them-
selves and offend such others as shall oppugne or hinder the
said discovery or plantation.” ®

Courteen deserved something from the King, for he had lent
him, at various times, some large amounts of money. But he
was not granted Terra Australis.

By Dampier’s time, as we have seen, the concrete New Holland
was replacing the misty Terra Australis. He, too, had ideas of
developing trade with New Holland and of completing its ex-
ploration. He suggested the establishment of an English factory
in the Philippines, which would serve as a base for such explora-
tion and extension of trade. In the account that he published
in 1697 of his first voyage round the world, he urged Englishmen
to demand and take their share of Eastern trade. And he set
out on his second voyage to New Holland with high hopes of
finding treasures of “fruits, drugs or spices (perhaps minerals
also)” for English merchants.

Dampier’s books were instantly and universally popular. “The
learned might read old records of the voyages of Quiros, Le
Maire, and Tasman; hbut they read them without interest and
without faith, as one would read a rather dull fairy-tale. . . .
The young lady of Queen Anne's reign could afford to leave
the latest novel, even by Defoe, uncut upon her table; for the
best things in the latest nove] were taken, without acknowledg-

ment, from the pages of Dampier and his ‘fellow travellers’.” "

Even “men of science found 4 new world of deeper interest;
they could study the

e only exact account of tropical plants and
animals in a book that was a vivid record of strange adventure.
It was from Dampier that Banks learnt of the strange and
beautiful bush-flowers that he sought at Botany Bay. . . . With
both hands Dampier had poured forth such wealth of fascinating
information, that for the first time Englishmen felt at home in
afn :Ot‘ﬁltsl:a:;ﬂami to find their way about, and beginning to
be worth
o g‘ht % _:rhile to contend with the Dutch
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Terra Australis had also furnished a subject for novels and
romances. Bishop Hall published, in 1607, his satirical romance,
«Mundus Alter et Idem,” in which Terra Australis is divided
into four regions. Another romance appeared in 1676, in France,
“Les Advantures de Jacques Sadeur, dans la decouverte et le
voiage de la Terra Australe, contenant les coutumes and les
moeurs des Australiens” was the title. The book ran through
pumerous editions and was translated into other European lan-
guages. Still another was the “History of the Sevarites or
Sevarambi, a nation inhabiting part of the third continent,
commonly called Terrae Australes Incognitae,” published in
London in 1679. And there were others. The interest in the
South Seas is shown also by the demand for books of tra\_'el.
The voyages of Dutch discoverers were translated into English
and we have already referred to the popularity of such huge
collections of voyages as Hakluyt and Purchas.

In 1713 and again in 1716, a Captain Welbe put forward pro-
posals for “establishing a Company by the name of the L_ond_on
Adventurers for carrying on a Trade to (and setfling Colome:? in)
Terra Australis, and working and improving the Gold and Sll_ver
Mines which there abound.” The Company was to have a capital
“pot exceeding 2,500,000” and the promoter anticipated that_ th'e’
British Nation” would be enriched “upwards of 50,000,000 s?erlu}g.
But he himself “has no sinister ends, nor self-interest, in view,
expects no pay, nor any reward, but such part n!.’ the nes.;
produce of profits, as the directors themselves shall think fit, an
agree, to allow him.”’* A super-optimist, surely, and he could
afford to be a philanthropist for his 1716 proposal was sent from
a debtor’s prison! j 5

But, while Englishmen were talking of settling in and trading

_with a land which, in extent at least, existed only in their

imagination, Dutchmen were proposing the estgblishment t;f
colonies in the land they had discovered and partially explorE_ v
In 1717, and again in the following year, Jean Pierre Purr:(/;r i;!;
the employ of the Dutch East India Company, wrote a; h:;mth“,
urging the colonisation of Nuytsland. He mainta ?n el
though reports of the land were bad, it was situated izrt i
perate zone and must contain in the interior wealth and .
that would belie the lack of promise on the rocky and dedwand
coasts. Besides, none knew what lay between N‘I.Lvts::: ¢
Nieuw Zeeland, except the land that Tasman had dmawmbmﬁ(
Moreover, he argued, the possession of New Holland bgmt o e
was necessary for their trade dominance in the East -
But the Dutch Company paid as little haud. to E;ll:g .

Spanish King, a century before, had to Quiros. M A :
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reasons. The Dutch era was drawing rapidly to its close anpg
the race was to be decided between the English and the Frengh,

7—THE FRENCH TAKE A HAND.—The Memorials of Purry
were translated into French almost as soon as they were written,
And there were Frenchmen who were claiming that Terra Aus-
tralis should be French, and that by right of discovery. The

story ran that one de Gonneville had, as far back as 1503,
followed in the course of Vasco da Gama to the East and had

been driven by a storm on to a large country in the -South Sea,
He had stayed there for six months and had brought hack a
native prince. The latter had remained in France and it was
his great-grandson who, in 1663, published the “Memoirs con-

cerning the establishment of a Christian Mission in the Austral
land.”

Claim has often been made to land, both before and since
Gonneville's time, upon the basis of title-deeds more ethereal
than his, which, early in the 18th century, satisfied Frenchmen
that Terra Australis should be theirs. In 1738, Captain Lazier
Bouvet set out to seek the Southern Continent and Gonneville's
“Southern India” (thus, so it was said, it was named). He was
convinced that a small island he saw was the continent, the
same continent that Quiros had sought, and believed that it
would return to the French East India Company even greater
riches than the Dutch had extracted from the East Indies. But

the French Company would not listen to his eager proposals for

further exploration and settlement.

About the middle of the century, the eminent French scientist,
de Maupertuis, was writing letters to Frederick the Great in

which he talked of the Austral lands and their inhabitants

and appealed for further discoveries and investigations. Speak- |

ing of the natives, he said, “I would rather have an hour’s
conversation with one of these than with the preatest wit in
Europe.”“ Influenced by the published Letters of Maupertuis,
Charles de Brosses, in 1756, published his
to Southern Lands.”
made and pointed to others that might be made. And he pointed
out the benefits that were to be derived from discovery and
settlement—additions to scientific knowledge, glory to the country
(and that country must be France) that would confer on
humanity the benefit of “all the natural products and all the
useful usages of the new world,” “ ang profit for the merchant.
El: ?rosses divided his work into three parts: (1) Magellanica,
Aﬂa g with that part of Terra Australis to the south of the

antic and South America, where there would be rich trade in

“History of Navigations
In it he surveyed the discoveries already
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skins, whales, ete.; (2) Polynesia, a survey of the discoveries made
py Mendana, Quiros and others and the prospects of settlement;
and (3) Australasia, in which he deseribed the discoveries made,
New Holland, Van Diemen’s Land, Carpentaria, New Guinea,
New Britain, New Zealand and suggested the best site for a
French settlement, namely in New Britain, which would be at
once the source of great riches in spices, a great trade depot and
a base from which explorations in all the other lands discovered
could be carried on. De Brosses thought that France was in a
favorable position for its commercial attack on southern lands.
Expeditions could be sent out, not from France, but from India,
almost on the spot. It has to be remembered that, when he
wrote, the fortunes of war had not determined that the English,
not the French, would dominate India.

It is interesting and of importance to notice, too, that De
Brosses suggested the sending of France's convicts and found}ings
to any colony that might be established. These would he distri-
buted as slaves to the free settlers. In the ideas and proposals
of de Brosses was thus to be found the basis of the plans of tI)e
British Government which sent out convicts to Botany‘an in
1788. Further, his plans for the navigation of the Pacific and
for further discoveries inspired Banks and Cook and they had a
copy of his work with them on the “Endeavour.” De Bros;es,
the Frenchman, was, therefore, the mentor of Cook, the English
navigator, and Phillip, the English coloniser. H_is work hsf.d great
influence in France. But it had even greater influence in Eng-
land, where his book was translated, his argumfants were stolen
and his plans appropriated by writers who desired that sehf.lelzl-
ments in Terra Australis, or New Holland, should be English,
not French. %

Till 1763, England and France were fighting for cnmmercfml
and colonial supremacy in India and America and plans o;
expansion into new continents and unexplored oceans remainef
plans. But the peace that came in that year placed the_ sealtll:
legality on the British conguest of the French culum:ii, :
French having been ousted during the war from both India an
America. The old regime in France began to_ totter. The }?nss
of its colonies, its precarious economic position and the sa.k;
mering discontent at home were factors that urged 1:I: to Tt,he
a bid for supremacy in a new field. In the same year ﬁfp‘
war ended, Louls Antoine de Bougainville founded, at his UW:
expense, g French colony in the Falkland Islan_da. _E‘Qﬂr ::;ng
later he entered the Pacific on a voyage of discovery, seexing
Quiros’s continent.
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He visited and took possession of Tahiti* visited Samoa (dig-
covered by Roggeveen in 1721) and then came to the New
Hebrides—Quiros’s Austrialia. He named these the “Cyclades,”
although he was confident that he was at the Austrialia of
Quiros, and took possession of them for France. No one had
visited there since Quiros and Torres in 1606. It will be
remembered that Torres had sailed thence to the South-West in
search of Terra Australis and had given up the search. By
1768, however, the existence of New Holland was known,
although where its eastern coast lay none had the faintest idea.
Some thought that the New Hebrides were a part of it. It was
thus Bougainville’s opportunity to find out and discover the
east coast of Australia two years before Cook, He did sail
westward for a week but, alarmed by the shoals and rocks that
he saw, gave up. He turned north, rounded the eastern end
of New Guinea and, after many hardships (provisions had run
s0 short that a pet dog was eaten), reached the Solomon Islands.
He did not recognise them. He expressed his doubt about
Mendana’s veracity and the existence of his Solomon Islands—
today the biggest of them is called after him!

Bougainville left the Solomons, whose exlsience he doubted,
saw New Britain and New Ireland and, sailing to the north of
New Guinea, reached Boero with a ship-load of men half-starved
and more than half of them down with scurvy. He visited
Batavia and formed the opinion that the Dutch were weak
and that their spice islands were destined to fall into the hands
of the French and English. About a month before he left
Batavia, on his way home round the Cape, the Englishman,
Lieutenant James Cook, was leaving England in the “Endeavour”
—destined to discover the east coast that Bougainville had
sought but had given up the attempt to find.

8—THE DISCOVERIES OF COOK.—The peace that began in
1763 allowed the English also opportunities for fresh activity in
the South Seas. English discoverers roamed the Pacific and their
courses crossed and re-crossed those of the French. But the
peace lasted less than 20 years and France and England were
at war again. The former had her revenge. Twenty years
after the French had lost their American colonies the English
lost theirs. During those 20 years the English made fresh dis-
coveries in the Pacific and saw and took possession of the east
coast of New Holland, giving it the name, New South Wales.”
Five years after the independence of the American colonies was

hel'o:lready seen by the Englishman, Walhs, nearly a year before. See
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recognised, the new colony of New South Wales was founded.
The French had lost the contest also in the Pacific.

One Englishman who made de Brosses’s projects and
suggestions his own, was John Callender, He published, in
1766-8, a three-volumed book, *“Terra Australis Cognita; or,
Voyages to the Terra Australis, or Southern Hemisphere, du
the Sixteenth, Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries,”
incorporated the work of de Brosses. Tt contained a chapter on
«the method of forming colonies in the Terra Australis, and
the advantages that may be expected to result to Great Britain
from such Establishments in that Hemisphere.” When de
Brosses wrote, the Seven Years' War was just about to begin
and he was even then complaining of Britain’s supremacy at
sea, which was making French discovery difficult. When Cal-
lender wrote, that war had been fought and won by the British
and he could boast of Britain’s prowess and taunt the French
with the jibes that “far from being able to prosecute new dis-
coveries . . . they have been stripped by the late war of the
best foreign settlements they possessed; and by the ruin of
their marine seem totally disabled at present, to attempt any-
thing of moment in this way,” while Britain was “(humanly
speaking) invinecible.” ** 0

About the same time that Callender was writing, otltler Eng-
lishmen were sailing southern seas and competing with Bou-
gainville in discovering and taking possession of new lands. In
1764, John Byron was sent to annex the Falklafld Islands. He
did so, in spite of the prior French possession and _tu th_e
astonished indignation of Bougainville who was there with his
settlement. Byron then sailed diagonally across the Pan_:iﬁc
touching at the Society Islands and the Ladrones. He arrived
back in England in 1766, :

Almost immediately, his ship, the “Dolphin,” was sent out t.clu
the Pacific again, this time under the command of Sam_ule
Wallis and accompanied, by the “gwallow,” commanded by PThp
Carteret. The “Dolphin” was able to draw a?vay so rapidly
from the rotten and unseaworthy “Swallow” that it arrived hcm:
almost a year before the other! Wallis's voyage was ;n;\:ﬁﬂ
ful and took just under two years. He di_scnvere ] d,
Carteret touched at Pitcairn Island and the Sucla:ny Islandsc an ,
200 years after Mendana, rediscovered the latter’s Sa‘nﬁ; :1_15;5
and Solomon Islands** although, like Bougainville, who Was

fallowing him, he did not recognise them. Carteret was the

* See above, p. 31.
** See above, p. 28.
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first European, as far as is known, to visit those islands since
Mendana. He discovered the Admiralty Islands and the strait
that separates New Ireland from New Britain and then began
his long and toilsome trip home. Bougainville had left Europe.,':
three months, and, being delayed at the Falklands, had entered'i'-
the Straits of Magellan 12 months, after Carteret. But, in spibe-"‘
of giving him that start of a whole year, Bougainville caught up?
with Carteret and reached Europe first. Carteret’s ship, Bou-
gainville tells us, “was very small, went very ill and, when we
took leave of him, he remained as it were at anchor. How much
he must have suffered in so bad a vessel, may well be con-
ceived.”* Our admiration of the courage and endurance of
Carteret and his men is only equalled by our indignation with
the authorities who sent out them and others—many fo their
death—in rotten ships.

We come now to a man who came near to being the captain
of the “Endeavour” and, therefore, to being the discoverer of the
eastern coast of Australia. When the British government, in
1768, agreed to accede to the request of the Royal Society to
send a ship out to the Pacific with observers to watch the transit
of Venus across the sun, the society recommended that Alex-
ander Dalrymple be placed in command. But Dalrymple was
not a naval officer—a fatal drawback! Lieutenant James Cook
was chosen instead and Dalrymple refused to go in any capacity
except that of commander. His disappointment was great and
it would have gained our sympathy if it were not for the malice
that he generated against Cook whom he later accused of
knowing of maps that showed that the eastern coast of Aus-
tralia had been visited by Europeans 200 years before, of setting
out to re-discover it and take the credit and even of copying
names from old maps on to the charts he made of the coast of
New South Wales! The charges were, of course, absurd—
especially the last, as is pointed out long ago by a Frenchman
whom Major quotes,” for, if Cook had wished to steal credit for
previous discoveries, he would certaifly have suppressed, not
used, names given by his predecessors. But, we have already
accepted the conclusion that he had no predecessors.*

* gee above, p. 26.—The charge by Dalrymple divides itself into three
parts.  Firstly, that the eastern coast of New Holland had been visited
by Portuguese or Spanish 200 years before Cook. We have already rejected
this claim when we accepted Prof. Wood's conclusion that the maps in
question (one is shown on p. 26 above, and for convenience is printed on
the next page) showed no knowledge of the eastern coast, Secondly, that
Cook knew of these maps. But, says Bladen (Historical Records of New
Bouth Wales, vol. 1, part 2, p. XXIV), “Dalrymple, who appeared to be
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The Map superimposed on that of Australia
iz one of the maps that are supposed to show

a knowledge of the eastern coast of Australia |
before Cook, Note the name: “Coste (s f==es
herbaiges.”

willing to lead the public to believe that it was possible _Couk had seen E
these charts in 1768, had, himself, no knowledge of thcrq in 15'_10; for in
his ‘Historical Collection of the Several Voyages and Dl‘scovenes in the
South Pacifie,’ published in that year, he nmkes‘ no mention of them; on
the contrary, the ‘Chart of the Pacific Ocean’ inserted therein, although
giving the western and northern parts of New_Hc_llami, has no eastern
coast-line. De Brosses, in his ‘Histoire des Navigationes aux Terres Aus-
trales, 1756, does not allude to them. In his chart also, t.h_e eastern
coast-line is a blank. [See also maps on D. 97, below.] It is fair to
presume that if Dalrymple had not seen them in 1770 they were not kncwg
to Cook in 1768, As the leading English hydrographer of his day, an(-:h
the author of work on discoveries in the South Seas, Bahymp]e was mt‘llla ?
more likely to be cognisant of their existence than Cook. ']:1-.11-1?1[;;,)f e
Cook copied names from the old maps. This is the most a:udsurhd s
charges. The names in guestion are Botany Bay (so nami Y &
and “Coste des Herbaiges” (Coast of Plants) on the old maps. See Ir;nt.lfe
It was suggested then that the word “plants” in the old name, andlnu oo
plants collected by Banks and Solander, moved Coluk .{-?m 1: v‘_lel e
name of Botany Bay to the bay in which he anchored! 1 e
one other remark to make which takes from Dalrymple's th:lregre o
point it might seem to have. That is that everyhod{ knu;; il o
an eastern coast, Dalrymple as well as Cook. The position lslﬂ! :
had only to be determined. Cook knew that he had only & west-
ward long enough to strike that eastern coast. He did
would have done. There was no credit to be won
onething entirely unknown. There was credit to be
explorer of the unknown coast of a land already
credit was won by Cook. g




96 NEW HOLLAND AND NEW SOUTH WALES

Dalrymple, who was employed by the British East India Com.‘u
pany, had been intensely interestd from a youth in the East, th_
Pacific and their mysteries. He refused promotion in order
to take charge of a small ship that went on voyages to the Easf,
While in India he studied all the records of voyages that he |
could lay his hands on. In the East he gained a great reputa-
tion as a navigator. After his return to England in 1765 he
continued his researches and came across the “Memorial” of
Arias* which showed him that Torres had sailed through the
strait that now bears his name—the strait that divides New
Guinea from Australia. The Dutch had all imagined that the
two countries were joined. He believed in the exist-
ence of Quiros’s great southern continent which, in
Dalrymple’s opinion, filled the southern portion of the
Pacificc. New Zealand was probably a part of it. He
prepared his book of “Voyages” in which he marshalled a.lT.-
of his arguments and told of the riches and immense population
(50,000,000) the undiscovered continent must possess. He
wished to go to discover this new continent and to open up for
Britain the riches that would make those of America appear
insignificant in comparison. It was left to Coock to prove that
Dalrymple’s continent, like that of Quires, was but a dream,
to dispel the myths about Terra Australis and to show that the
real Terra Australis was New Holland. Dalrymple’s book was
not published until 1770, but an unpublished copy of it was on
the “Endeavour” having been given by its author to Banks. It
had an immense influence on Cook’s voyages and Cook regarded
it as an authority whose statements had to be investigated. |

In 1639, Jeremiah Horrocks was the first to watch the transit
of Venus. In 1761, and again in 1769, the transit was to occur
again and the Royal Society was anxious to have someone sent
out to a favorable spot in order to observe it. Expeditions were
sent to St. Helena and Sumatra for that purpose in 1761. The
chservations at the former place were spoiled by the cloudy
weather and the ship that was sent to Sumatra never reached
there, having been attacked by a French ship. This double
failure urged the Royal Society to make sure of success in 1769.
It was decided, by the Admiralty, upon the request of the
Bociety, to send out an expedition to Tahiti, there to ohserve the
transit which was to occur on June 3.

When the Admiralty rejected Dalrymple, the Society's nominee
for the position as commander of the expedition, there was a

* Bee above p, 40,
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obvious difficulty in finding a suitable naval officer. Naval
officers in the 18th century were not noted for either their sk
or their interest in scientific matters. The science that ;%
of them excelled in was of maintaining “discipline” by means
of the cat and of keeping their men in cowed and half-starved
subjection. One was found, however, and after an interview,
the Royal Society accepted him and promised him 100 guineas,
The man was James Cook. ;

Cook, born in 1728, in Yorkshire, was the son of a day-laborer
and was self-educated. It says much for his ability and capacity
that from such origins he rose, in the 18th century navy, to
command a ship. “These facts show that, in the navy of the
late 18th century, the career was not wholly closed to talent.
But they show, far more distinctly, how extraordinary was the
talent which opened the career.”* He learned the three
at school but taught himself trigonometry, drawing and every-
thing else he knew. He was a stable boy, a grocer's assistant
and then an apprentice on a collier. He joined the Navy in
1755 and served under Wolfe at Quebee, making a name for
himself by his surveys of the St. Lawrence and the coasts of
Newfoundland and Labrador. Admiral Wharton claims that his
experience in those parts “enabled him to originate, as it may
truly be said he did, the art of modern marine surveying.”® 3

On August 5, 1766, he made an observation of an eclipse of
the sun in Newfoundland and his results were communicated
to the Royal Society and were published in its “Transactions”
in which he was spoken of as “a good mathematician and very
expert in his business.” ®

On May 25, 1768, Cook was given a commission as a Lieutenant
and placed in command of the “Endeavour,” a “cat-built” = bargque
of 368 tons—a cat-built ship being chosen because they were
“roomly” and “would afford the advantage of stowing and
carrying a large quantity of provisions so necessary on such
voyages, and in this respect preferable to a ship of war.”® The
“Endeavour” was bought for £2,800 and cost nearly as much
again in being made ready for the voyage. The next three
months were spent in fitting it out, much correspondence pass-
ing between Cook and the Admiralty about crew and provisions,

guns and mathematical instruments, drugs and stationery and
methods for the prevention of seurvy. At last all was ready and
the “Endeavour” sailed from Plymouth on August 26,

With Cook went Joseph Banks, a wealthy botanist and a
member of the Royal Society. He was born in 1744 and was
educated at Harrow, Eton and Oxford, At the university he
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JAMES COOK.

WILLIAM DAMPIER.

found that no lectures were being given in natura_l sqlence—
professors in the 18th century being noted for their silence—
and he, therefore, went to Cambridge and took back to Oxford
a lecturer in botany and astronomy, whose salary was thence-
forth paid by the students themselves! In May, 1766, he was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society and went to Newfoundland
collecting plants. He obtained permission from Lord Sa.ndv‘i:ich.
First Lord of the Admiralty, to accompany Cook on 1.;he En-
deavour” and he took with him, at his own expense, his friend,
Dr. Solander, a pupil of the famous Linnaeus, two draughtsmen
(Mr. Buchan, to make pictures of the landscapes, and :ill;
Parkinson, to make drawings of plants and animals) and tw
attendants.™

Cook t:?mhed at Madeira, at Rio de Janeiro _(where he ca.rﬂi:
on a wordy war® with the Governor who considered them to

J als” that

* His report of that war-fare, including the “Memor ha!
between him and the Governor, fills over 15 pages of the “Hi
Records of N.8.W."
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smugglers and locked up some of his sailors as such), and af
Tierra del Fuego (where Banks went “botanising”) and entered
the Pacific in January, 1769. He reached Tahiti on April 13 and
was received by the natives in a friendly spirit. He had dis-
covered no continent on the way. If Dalrymple had been
correct they would have had to walk most of the way from
Tierra del Fuego to Tahiti. Banks ridiculed those writers who
imagined that there was land in every place where ships had not
been, although he had a belief in the existence of a continent,

The observations of the transit of Venus were carried out with
great success. They remained at the island for four months,
All enjoyed their stay there, Banks studying the flora and the
character and habits of the people, Cook observing, with striet
attention to detail, and writing of their customs and religion
and the men finding interests not so scientific. They left Tahiti
on July 13, visited the Society Islands and then passed on towards
New Zealand

Following his instructions, Cook sailed towards the south,
“inclining a little to the east until we arrived in the latitude 40
degrees 12 minutes south without seeing the least signs of land.”*
Again, if Dalrymple had been right they would have been in the
middle of his continent. He then sailed westward and, on
October 6, reached the east coast of New Zealand. In New Zea-
land, he proved Tasman wrong in imagining that that land was
part of the southern continent and connected with the supposed
other tip of the continent, Staten Land, at the eastern end of
Tierra del Fuego. He showed New Zealand to consist of two
large islands and sailed round them both. Dalrymple’s and
Quiros’s continent was growing smaller and smaller with every
day’s voyaging of the “Endeavour.” There were on board, Banks
tells, “continent-mongers” and these were greatly disappointed
when New Zealand proved to be no part of the continent. Cook,
however, was not satisfied with his demonstration that the con-
tinent, if it did exist, was very elusive, and made up his mind to
return to the Pacific and to sail over those portions of it which
he had not visited. The continent might exist,

Cook regarded New Zealand as an excellent place for a colony.
He considered that colonists would quickly become self-supporting
and that European plants and grain would grow well there,
There was an abundance of excellent timber for building pur-
poses. Cook admired the Maoris, their intelligence and man-
liness, and believed they would become valuable allies to colonists
who treated them with “kind and gentle usage.”

Cook remained in New Zealand from October, 1769 to the begin-

ning of April, 1770. On April 1 he set sail westward, making for
the east coast of New Holland, which he would follow to the north.
In this way he would find out whether the “Austrialia” of de
Quiros was a part of New Holland.* He also desired to find out
whether Van Diemen’s Land was connected with New Holland
and whether the latter was, as Dalrymple, following Arias,
asserted, separated from New Guinea. The point where he struck
the Australian coast was further to the north than he had aimed
at, so that he was not able to investigate the relation of Tas-
mania to Australia. But he did show that Quiros had never been !
to Australia and that it was correct that Torres had passed |
through the strait to which his name has been given. In reggrd I
to the latter, he says: “As I believe it was known befqre, 1 claim
no other merit than the clearing up of a doubtful pnmt"’_ ‘
It was on April 20,** at about six in the morning, that Lieuten- i
ant Hicks “saw ye land making high, bearing from N.E. by N. to ‘
W.byS"*ata point which Cook named Point Hicks, but W.hlch is
now known as Cape Everard, in Victoria. Hencle they sailed up |
the coast, noticing Bateman’s Bay and attempting to land atha i
point near Wollongong, where a “‘bay ?s covered well l_;o ye sout: c-l
ward by a low patch of red earth, which looked like islands, an ‘
way into the sea.” ™
r‘lgi', aﬂi:f t29 t:;’le “Endeavour” entered Bolany Bay, andl,lii;yi |
Cook,t “at 3 pm. anchor'd in 7 fathom wa,t_er in a place wi gt i
callld Sting-Ray Harbour.ii The south point bore E.E., ;;1 s |
north point E, distant from the south shore 1 mile. ecame ‘
several of the natives on both sides (_ﬁ the harbour as ‘;Eshore
in. and a few hutts, women and children on the no::t;orl a.fta:..' |
ol;pesite to the place where we anchor’d, and where I Bs:'nks e
landed with a party of men, accompanied by Mr. 5 na’tiveé
Solander and Tupia.l As we approached the shpt"e eulved =
all made off, except two men, who at ﬁrst_seemfi resmnt &
oppose our landing. We endeavour'd to gain "-hell'b::g L IE
land by throwing them some nails, beads,_ etc., ashore, i
not the desir'd effect; for, as [wel put in to shurg, :I;.;ey i
threw a large stone at us, and as soon as we landel el
two darts at us, but the fireing of two or three musg t.hv:m o
with small shott, they took to the woods, and we saw .

wasn't, bub

* Bougainville had already, two years before, s‘ggw:m t%::'t it b, .

Cook, of course, did not know of this. See pﬂged i ﬂ@
++'The dates given here follow Wood and are & wm& it mthmw

in the Logs and Journals, as no allowance had been By

when the 180th meridian was erossed. i

1 See Journal entry and note on page F
Tf In his private log, ¥t

i Tupla was a Tahitian,
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more. We found here a few poor hutts, made of the bark of
trees, in one of which were hid four or five children, with whom
we left some strings of beads, etc. After searching for fresh
water without success, except a little i

h and stood in pools among the
me to get at, I sent a party of
abreast of the ship, to dig holes in
we found fresh water sufficient to

to fill, and a party of men

pinnace to sound and explore the bay, in the doing of which I
saw several of the natives, who all fled at my approach.”

So was made the first landing by Eurcpeans on the eastern
coast of Australia and the first contact between them and its
inhabitants. Cogk remained in Botany Bay until May 5. On
May 1, “departed this life Forby Sutherland, seaman, who died
of a consumtion, and in the a.m. his body was entard ashore at
the watering-place. This circumstance occasioned my calling
the south point of this bay Sutherland’s Point.” The first Eng-
lishman had been buried in Australia. Pickersgill tells us that
he had been afflicted with consumption “ever since our departure
from Streights le Maire.” :

The days spent in Botany Bay made a welcome respite for the
ship's company. The weather Wwas generally fine although there
Wwas some rain and, once, a thunder storm, “little wind ang fine
pleas’t wea’r” says the shorthand of Cook’s officia] log. Shore
parties cut wood or filled water and fishing parties brought in
fish enough for all. Oysters were dredged for and the oppor-
tunity was seized of cleaning the ship which was “serub’d
between wind and water.” The sails were dried and mended,

Attention was given to the country itself and exploring parties

deeply impresseq with the land
itself or its fertility, “Reading hig Journal,» Says Prof. Wood,

“we get the impression that he thought Botany Bay tq be a very

good place for botanists, and 5 Very bad pla
And, if he thought that, he thougt rygr o P22¢ 1O colonists.

t right.”
Cook, on the other hand thought that B
’ ota,
suitable place for 5 colony, He said that el Yot

Mmuch of the land
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12 i the
imi i in Cook’s “Journal" kept during
myagecmml}etl?g '%dzt?url.’? cilf t’allll be seen that !.'he first 1;1%11;110&;:-;
txo 1 B0 tany Bay “Stingray Harbou r” because of “the g'(ti\ez;mmzhe fhy o
i D(’ ﬁsrrih found in this place.” Then t‘}'nuk scratche St
“ihis oo t.ocf fish found” and wrote, instead, “new .l':ln.?t.s, e R Eanks
u&ls [s)gr Solander collected.” He then ".altfred Sttngrehg;" S
fl‘gotaniét Bay” and later cmsaedhour. the “ist” and put a
making the name, “Botany Bay.

could be cultivated without the necessity of cuttlii :‘;:; etrv:::
whieh grew at a good distance from each ?Fhﬂ“ﬁ. R
but little undergrowth. He found, also, “as nk 2
ever was seen” and, “in many places a deep bflac L tL, by
thought was capable of producing any kindiu %r-hu.t Mends:
the bay was “spacious, safe and commod ouzeThe s
there, it is to be remembered, in fine weather. g L
in l’a:BB waxed sarcastic at the expense of ; nq Ao
descript,ions of Botany Bay. Tench said thal e
part of Cook's deseription had not been so acc i s
have doubted whether or not he had seen _the pls; e
It was found impossible to establish any kind :n o
the aborigines—the Indians as the Eng‘li;l‘;:ed i Eaentel
They kept aloof from the white men and sy
their intrusion. Gunner Forwood notes seeing g
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shore a fishing” on one occasion and various parties on difTerent
other occasions. “During our stay here,” he wrote in his
‘Journal,”* “we saw parties of the Indians several times, but
could not come near enough to make any kind of friendship
with them, but they always made signals for us to be gone; they
g0 quite naked, not having the least thing to cover their naked-
ness; they are very black, and they live entirely on fish; their
canoes are only bark of a tree stopped at each end, and are so
light that one man may carry them. We saw no kind of beast,
although the captain went some distance in the country. Their
houses are very low and small, and only covered with the bark L
of trees, and some with grass and branches of trees.”

Pickersgill,* one of the master's mates on the “Endeavour,”
bears similar testimony. “The inhabitants are so shy,” he says,®
“that we had no kind of intercourse with them. They used to
come down every evening armed with lances and wooden swords.
They appeared very thin, and had their faces daubed over with
something white. One day, as the surgeon was walking in the
woods, which are all clear of underwood, he had a lance hove at
him out of a tree, but the man made off. This was all we saw
of them except when they were fishing off in their canoes, which
are very small and made of bark; they carry one man, who
paddles with two small pieces of wood; they use them in
striking fish on ye flats. Their houses are several pieces of bark
set up one against another and open at one end, and are the
worst I ever saw. The people have nothing to cover themselves,
but go quite naked, men and women, and, in short, are the most
wretched set I ever beheld or heard of.”

The other master’s mate, Wilkinson,** tells of “11 or 12
Indians” who “came down to the very beach within a quarter
of a mile of our people and behaved in a very insolent
manner.” *

One cannot resist the temptation to wonder what were the
thoughts of these dusky Australians when they saw their
peaceful bay entered by a strange and terrible ship inhabited by
strange beings and when they heard their woods re-echo to the
sound of muskets which could deal out injury at a distance.
Not wonder about who or what the invaders were or whence

ess them, but fear of the menace and
them to resistance. Resistance was

—_—
* Pickersgill had been a midshipman on the * %
during his voyage around the world 1766-8, he “Dolphin” under Wallls

** Who had also been with Wallls on his voyage around the world,

a resentment that urged
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the first reaction, and then determination to remarm aloof from
the whites and to pursue their usual activities alternated with .
hostile demonstrations as they were again moved hy_ resentment i
or apprehension. The fact that they suffered no ill from the
whites while they remained there would pmbablrv have, very
soon, brought them to a friendlier attitude. It is to be pre-
sumed that the memory of Cook's visit remained with them and
that, when Phillip came to Botany Bay 18 years later, that
memory still survived.

On May 7, Cook left Botany Bay and continued his VQEBE:
northward.  Port Jackson was merely noted and named.* He
named a “Broken Bay” which, however, is not our Broken Bay
but the broken land near Narrabeen. Off Newcastle, he
Nobby’s, “a small clump of an island lying close in sh
Stephens, Moreton Bay, Bustard Bay and other poil
———————— P

* After n Secretary of the Admiralty.
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occasion, which was answered from the ship” No name is
given to the country either in Cook's Logs or in the journals
of his officers who described the ceremony of taking possession.
On his way from Australia to Batavia, however, Cook seems to
have conferred the name, “New Wales,” and to have amended
that to “New South Wales” on his way from Batavia to
England.®

Cook made his way through the Torres Straits—the first
European to do so since Torres in 1606—and thus proved Dal-
rymple’s reading of Arias accurate. On October 11, he reached
Batavia, where he remained till December while the “Endeavour”
was being thoroughly repaired. The men were all in good
health as a result of Cook's precautions against scurvy, but
Batavia was “the unhealthiest place upon the globe” By the
time the “Endeavour” left Batavia seven had died and over 40
were sick. On the way home 23 died. Capetown was reached
in March, St. Helena on May 1, and England on July 13,1715
They had been nearly two years 11 months away, (555

The result of the voyage of the “Endeavour” was to delimit
New Holland. Its position and, roughly, its extent were now
known. Its northern, western, eastern and half of its sogthern
coasts had been discovered. Tasman had shown ‘that it was
not connected with a southern continent. It remained merely,
to trace the rest of the southern coast and to discover its relation
to Van Diemen’s Land.

New Holland and New South Wales—two halves ot; one con-
tinent—had, then, been ecarved out of the mythical Terra
Australis, and New Zealand had been shown not .tu be a part
of a southern continent. But that might still exist. To find
out whether it did exist, Cook set out on his second voyage to
the Pacific, in June, 1772, in the “Resolution” and, accompanied
by the “Adventure,” commanded by Tobias Furneaux, who had
been with Wallis on the “Dolphin.” Banks was to go on ml;
second voyage also but, owing to a difference between h:Ir:il 5111le
Cook over their opinions about the most suitable type of dp. s
refused to go. The coolness that arose between them di ;1“ li
however, grew into enmity and their friendship and mul
respect persisted.

Cook, I:m his second voyage, sailed further south than lt‘xl:rz
had ever been. He sought the southern continent tw m
Bonnet had “seen” it. He found only ice and plenty of it. He

seen and named and good progress was made. Until June 155
when the “Endeavour” ran on to a coral reef. She was finally
got off after about 50 tons of stuff had been thrown overboarg
and with the skilful and unremitting co-operation of the
officers, the sailors (to whom Cook, was always sparing in praise,
paid tribute on this oceasion) and the gentlemen who usually,

In Cook’s opinion, are “good for nothing” and in the way on
“board King’s ships.” =

The “Endeavour” was “fothered”—that is “a large quantity of
finely-chopped oakum and wool was loosely stitched to a sail,
which was sunk underneath the ship” and was sucked into the
hole. The operation was successful and the pumps kept the
water down. Cook took his ship to the “Endeavour River” and,
where Cooktown is now situated, beached her. It was found
that a piece of coral had stuek in the hole it had made and had
broken off. This had saved the ship. Over a month was
spent in repairing the ship and waiting for favorable weather.

Banks enjoyed his stay there to the full, making acquaintance
with flying-foxes and kangaroos. The natives became friendlier,
though some of them nearly burned Banks's tent down when
they were not given a turtle that the Englishmen had caught.
They had set fire to “ye grass near ye ship and continued
spreading it, notwithstanding our signs to the contrary, till ye
captain fired on them, by which some of them was wounded;
they then retired, and about two hours after some of them
returned, unarmed, seemingly good friends.” * Banks sSpat on
his finger and rubbed hard on the skin of them in order to make
his way through their outer covering of filth and find out
whether their skin was as black as Dampier had said it was. He
same to the conclusion that they were not as black as they had
been painted but were more of a chacolate color, Cook con-
sidered them “far from being disagreeable.”

The ship was finally repaired and, the weather being favorable, {
they left the Endeavour River on August 6. Cook, mindfu] of

through the Barrier Reef, but,

between the coast and the Reef
Ossession Island. A little before
I took possession of the country in Hig
Majesty's name, and fired three volleys of smal] arm?un the
by :

* Lieutenant Hicks's “Journal,”
** Private Log,

and, on August 22, landed on P
sunset,” he tells us,**

Hast he would have struck the real southern conti
Enderby Land. Instead, he sailed North again and S

Ieached 67 degrees South. Had he gone a little farther to the
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land seen by the Frenchmen Marion and Kerguelen *
parted company with the “Adventure” and sailed South again
58 degrees. He then made for New Zealand where he mef
Furneaux who had visited Van Diemen’s Land but who had
failed to find out whether it was connected to New Holland g
not. From New Zealand they sailed East, still found no con-
tinent and, turning North, made for Tahiti, where he was again
warmly welcomed. After visiting the Friendly Islands (the
Tonga Group) and seeing islands that Tasman had diseavered,
he returned to New Zealand. He sailed South once more ag
far as the Antarctic Circle, then North again to the forties and
back South still once more and this time reached further South
than ever. He was now satisfled that “no continent was to be
found in this ocean but what must lie so far to the South as
to be wholly inaccessible on account of the ice.” Cook had now
said the final word about Terra Australis. He had pushed back
its bounds to the ice around the Pole and dispersed the mists
behind which fabled continents had been sought for centuries.

Sailing North again to see whether there was land where Juan
Fernandez was supposed to have seen land around the thirties
200 years before, he completed his second circling of the Pacific
on this voyage. On the circumference of that eircle were Juan
Fernandez, Easter Island, the Marguesas (unseen since the. visit
of Mendana and Quiros in 1595), Tahiti again, the Friendly
Islands, Quiros's Austrialia (to which and the surrounding
islands Cook now gave the name, New Hebrides, and which he
recognised from the description given by Quiros, understanding
the latter’s mistaking the island for a continent,
be seen as far as the eye could reach), New Caledonia (discovered
and named by Cook), Norfolk Island (also discovered by Cook),
and New Zealand (visited for the third time on this trip). From
New Zealand he sailed straight for Cape Horn. 1
done with the South Pacific,” he could claim, “and flatter
myself that no one will think I have left it unexplored.”
Certainly, no one could think so. 1 would have been a small
continent that could have lain between the circumferences of
the three circles that Cook had described on the Pacific Ocean
on his two voyages.

In the southern Atlantic he found on]
Georgia, where Dalrymple
and then sailed for Capeto

He

a continent,

Wn which he reached in March, 177

These Frenchmen, Bouvet, Mar

ion
names on islands in southern seas, and Kerguelen, have left

distant voynges,
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and where he found the “Adventure.” That ship had parted

company with him on the way from Tonga to New Zealand the

first time, had visited New Zealand and had arrived at the Cape

12 months before Cook.  They arrived back in England on July

30, 1775, three years and three weeks after they had set out and

in the year of the beginning of the revolt of the American I
colonies.

The importance of Cook's two voyages can hardly be exag-
gerated. He had drawn aside the curtain to show the real
Pacific to Europeans who had, up till then, seen it as through a
glass, darkly. “In the history of exploration,” says Prof. Wood,
“he is the apostle of the victorious common sense of the period,
more anxious to brush away cobwebs than to stir men to new
enthusiasms. He seems to take greater pleasure in the destruc-
tion of mistakes than in the discovery of truth. ¥et it [the
second voyagel was a voyage of amazing fruitfulness. He had
proved that the Southern Continent of the theorists did not
exist; but he had also made it very probable that an Antarctic
Continent did exist. He was the last seeker of the continent
which Mercator had drawn and which Quiros had described.
But he was also the first scientific explorer of the South Polar
Regions, the precursor of Weddell and Ross, of Shackleton,
Amundsen and Scott. And, moreover, the work he had done
by the way, the work of exploration in the temperate and
tropical regions of the South Pacific, was of very great value.
North, South, East and West, Cook had voyaged through the
Immense ocean, with searchlight and measuring-rod, discovering
islands, re-discovering the discoveries of earlier days, bringing
into existence a map of the Pacific which, while much remained
to be filled in, was at least correct in its outlines and concep-
tions.  When the polite French navigator, Laperouse, com-
Plained that Cook had left nothing for his successors to do but
to praise him, the compliment was sincere, and, in the sense
in which the words were spoken it was true.”® And it was
Laperouse who named him the Columbus of the Pacific.

There was a further addition that he made to his achieve-
ments.  When, six months after his return, he was ﬂlﬂm a
émber of the Royal Society, he presented a paper on the pre-
Vention and cure of scurvy and the President, in th
manner of the time, said: “If Rome decreed the Civ
him who saved the life of a single citizen, what wrea
t0 that man who, having himself saved many, perl
transactions the means by which Britain m
preserve numbers
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mariners?”™ On his second “voyage”
four men had died. Of the four only
and his sickness had not been scurvy. Cook had not discoverg
the Southern Continent, but he had discovered something fa
more valuable. He had discovered that by the use of antj-
scorbutics, by careful airing of the ship, by Scrupulous atten.
tion to cleanliness, a very long voyage might he made through
all variations of climates without injury to health. And he
believed that this discovery would “make the voyage remarkabls

of over three years g
one had died of Sickneg;,

“Resolution,”
Tahiti.

Pacific to the Atlantic,

When he returned to Hawaii, Cook fell foul of the inhabitants
and, as a result, lost his life. A cutter was stolen on February
13, 1779, and Cook went ashore to seize the king as a hostage
The latter's subjects objected and attacked Cook and killed him.
So he perished, in the midst of the Pacific he had done so much
to explore.

“The sense of Cook's greatness,” says Prof. Wood, “grows in
the student’s mind. He does not storm our admiration, as, for
example, does Drake ‘or Wolfe, There is a certain quietness and
reticence in his life, as in his conversation,

We think that the story lacks interest,
when the fact is that it lacks Cgotism. . . . His activity of mind,
both in speculation and affairs was amazing. He had the full
scientific temperament, alike enthusia.stic—thﬂugh he would have

hated the word—and sceptical; eager to know, and to know
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able origin and growth of the coral islands. And he applied the
same vigor of mind to th.e solution of practical questions, In the
story of exploration he is the great organiser of victories, His
was the policy of thorough. He first thought out in fu) and
exact ways all the matters of necessary detail- the choice of ships,
the instruments of navigation, the methods of coastal survey,
and, above all, the means of breserving health. And, having
thought things out, he got things done. He not only did things
himself, he persuaded others to do them.”

“And dominant in the centre of things was character. . . . His
‘austerity’ was due, not to lack of capacity for pleasure, but to
perfection of moral self-control. Cook, to use Cromwell’s phrase,
was a man of spirit,” and “in his intercourse with men of high
rank and great wealth, he was always courteous, always digni-
fied, not claiming equality but assuming it. He was their equal
and more than their equal. . . . And he was a farmer’s son, self-
educated and self-made, and his pay when he named Port
Jackson was five shillings a day. As a child cannot be too care-
ful in choosing his grandfather, so a country cannot be too care-
ful in choosing its discoverer; and a country with the ideals of
New South Wales could have made no more happy choice.” *

In addition to the detail in the already-discovered coast-line
of Australia that required to be filled in, therg: still were some
problems that had to be solved. Was Van Dmn-_nan’s Land an
island? What lay between Nuytsland and Van Diemen’s Land?
Was there an entrance to an inland sea? It remained also to
chart the dangerous Torres Strait and to explore more carefully
the Gulf of Carpentaria. Most of the work envisaged by these
broblems was carried out by Matthew Flinders after the found-
ing of the English colony of New South Wales. We follow his
Yoyages in order to complete this chapter of our story.

Flinders was born in 1774 in Lincolnshire. He bgcame a
midshipman in the navy and served for a time under Bligh who,
In turn, had served under Cook. In 1795, Flinders came out ED
8ydney on the “Reliance” on which came also a close ﬁien£
George Bass, the ship’s surgeon. Both were eager to ﬂm"ll’Tg‘:n
Wwork of exploration and their first voyage was in the
Thumb"—eight feet long—in which they explored thbe Wt h?t
south of Sydney. In 1797 Bass was given a whale- °‘1‘,o'mt- a
Governor Hunter and in it he sailed South, He passed :
Hicks and entered upon the discovery of thitherto unseen co: ‘
He rounded Wilson’s Promontory where, on an islan
LT N

* Wood, Discovery of Australia, pp. 476-8.
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seven convicts* who had escaped there from Sydney and dig-
covered Western Port. Then he had to return beecause of lack
of provisions.

Bass had shown that it was more than probable that Van
Diemen's Land was separated from New Holland. At the end
of 1798 and the beginning of 1799, Bass and Flinders wepe
together again and, in the “Norfolk,” circumnavigated Van
Diemen’s Land. The Strait whose existence was thus finally
demonstrated was named after its discoverer, Bass. The result
of this voyage was the foundation of colonies at Launceston
and Hobart, 1803-4. Bass leaves our story. He went to South
America, but what the rest of his life was or when or where
or how he died nobody knows! 1

In 1800 Flinders returned to England and published “Obserya-
tions,” dedicating them to Sir Joseph Banks and explaining in
them the necessity of further explorations of the Australian
coast. Under the patronage of Banks, Flinders found all doors
open to him, even the doors of the Treasury, and the “Investi-
gator” (334 tons) was fitted out for him according to his own
specifications.

In it, Flinders aimed at filling in the gap between Nuytsland
and Western Port. But the discovery of the whole of that
coast was not left to him. While Flinders was on his way to
England, the “Lady Nelson” (0 tons), commanded by Lieutenant
James Grant was sailing for Australia, On December 3, Grant
sighted Cape Banks and Cape Northumberland—so named by
him—not far from the present boundary between Victoria and
South Australia, on the South Australian side. From these |
points he traced the coast round to Cape Otway, naming various
points, including Portland Bay. From Cape Otway he sailed
straight across what he called King's Bay to Wilson's
Promontory.

Reaching Sydney in December, the “Lady Nelson” returned
towards the end of the following year, this time commanded by
Lieutenant John Murray, to explore King’s Bay, The result was
the discovery** of Port Phillip—named after tne first Governor
by Governor King. Thus, there were gaps already filled by the
time Flinders arrived, ]

He reached Nuytsland in December, 1

801, and he sailed along
the coast that the Dutch had discovered

- The question of what

dangerous, he returneq to Western Pory, mon gt ot AL mayﬁgﬁiﬁ
e Murum bk P ID, returned ang reported and
Y Was able to get the ‘Lady Nelson across the bar,
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ay in the interior of Australia was, it must be reme :
inysolved and Flinders hoped to find oyt Wwhether thrsb:gr::{ :12-1,131
was continuous in an easterly direction to Wilson’s Promontory
or whether a channel or sea ran into the centre of the continent
or even to the Gulf of Carpentaria or Some point in the northern
coast. Flinders, of course, knew nothing of the discoveries of
Grant and Murray.

In February, Spencer’s Gulf was discovered ang Flinders
traced it to its head—proving it a gulf and not a channel, He
did the same with St. Vincent's Gulf anq discovered Kangaroo
Island. And then, in Encounter Bay, he met Baudin, the
French navigator,* who was exploring the coast from East to
West. Thus Flinders’s exploration of the western portion of
the unknown southern coast completed the discovery of the
whole Australian coast. Grant, Murray, Baudin and Flinders
had divided the last stretch between them.

In 1802 and 1803, Flinders circumnavigateq Australia, sailing
North from Sydney, passing through Torres Strait, thoroughly
exploring the Gulf of Carpentaria and confirming the accuracy
of Tasman's map. He then sailed West, South and East again
and returned to Sydney. He was compelled to give up hopes of
further exploration because of the rottenness of his ship. He
set out for England in August, 1803, but was wrecked on Wreck
Reef Bank, off the coast of Queensland. He left 80 of his men
on the sand-bank and rowed with 14 others, T00 miles to
Sydney. He secured another ship, the “Cumberland”—29 tons!
—returned to pick up those marooned on the sand-bank and
sailed for home, anxious to fit out another ship in which to
finish his work of exploration.

Buf, alas! he had to call in at the island of Mauritius for
repairs. The French Governor held him as a prisoner of war
and there he remained for six and a half years. It was not
until 1810 that he was allowed to return to England sick in body
and weary with hope deferred. He spent the rest of his life
In completing his book, “A Voyage to Terra Australis.” He died
in 1814 at the early age of 40. On the day before he died, the
fist copy of his book was brought to him, “But he ‘never
Understood, he was fast wrapped In the deep slumber that :
Preceded the end.”” His was the tragedy of the indivi
Crushed ang destroyed by the commercial rivalries of nati
and their resultant wars,

*—TERRE NAPOLEON.—The French had not
tince the days of Bougsinville, Jeen Francols'd
In New Zealand about the same time that Cook

-__————_____
* SBee next, section, below.

o—p
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his first voyage and, in 1771, two other French captains, Marion*
and Kerguelen, were in southern seas looking for a continent,
The latter part of the 18th century and the beginning of the
19th saw a feverish search for and annexation of islands in the
Pacific by British and French. Each country’s navigators
endeavored to discover, claim and annex in order to prevent the
others from discovering, claiming and annexing. Islands were
annexed several times over. We have already seen the annexa-
tion of the Falklands by the British while a French settlement
was there and Quiros's Austrialia named the “Cyclades” and
annexed by Bougainville and then re-named the “New
Hebrides” by Cook and re-annexed by him. And there were
others. The agreed-on allotment of the Pacific islands to vari-
ous Powers was left to later on in the 19th century—an allot-
ment not made so final that war, or the threat of war, did not
determine a re-allotment. But, in the 18th century, French and
English navigators “followed one another in a way that reminds
us of the old school game of Chevy Chase. Bougainville followed
Wallis, and Cook followed Bougainville, and Marion and Ker-
guelen and Laperouse followed Cook.”™

Jean Francois de Galaup, Comte de Laperouse was sent out to
the Pacific on the eve of the Revolution. He arrived at Botany
Bay on January 26, 1788, eight days after Captain Phillip landed
there and on the day on which the latter, having moved up to
Port Jackson, founded the settlement on Sydney Cove. He had
been instructed to find out whether and where British settle-
ments had been made and was given definite orders to call at
Botany Bay. There, he expected to see much more progress
made than he actually did find. His voyage was not a rival
one to that of Phillip in the sense that he intended to found
a colony. He had no orders to do so. His was rather a pre-
liminary voyage of investigation. After he returned to France,
further decisions, in the expected course of events, would have
been made. But the expected course of events was not rum.
Laperouse, in the first place, never reached France. He perished |
in the Banta Cruz Group and the settlement whose beginnings |
he saw was 38 years old before traces of his ill-fated expedition
were found. Secondly, the Old Regime was overthrown in
France, a little over a year after Laperouse was at Botany Bay
and for the next quarter of a century France was in the throes
of a revolution or waging war against the whole of Europe.

Laperouse was a servant of the 0ld Regime but i
, as far as
voyages of discovery and questions of colonies were concerned,

* Killed by the Maoris in New Zea land,
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its policies Were continued bylthe New. The latter was only
two years old when the National Assembly sent out Joseph
Antoine Dentrecasteaux to find out what had become of
Laperouse. No trace of him was found but Dentrecasteaux
explored most of the coast of Nuytsland, originally surveyed by
the Dutch in 1627, and visited Van Diemen’s Land. He thought
the former as barren as the Dutch had, but was enraptured
with the country around Dentrecasteaux Channel. His report
would possibly have resulted in attempts to form a French
settlement there had conditions at home been more favorable.

The favorable conditions came for a time with the turn of the
century, when France was holding more than its own in Europe.
In 1801, another expedition left France under Nicholas Baudin.
This voyage was sponsored by the French equivalent of the
English Royal Society that had urged the sending of Cook, the
Institute of France. Baudin was instructed to explore the
southern coast of Australia and to find out whether there was a
channel through Australia—exactly what Flinders, then in Eng-
land preparing for his voyage, intended doing. Had Baudin
gone straight to Nuytsland he would have left nothing for
Flinders to do. However, he went first to Mauritius and stayed
there for nearly six weeks and then, when he did reach Cape
Leeuwin, turned North instead of East because of the cold. It
was he who found Vlamingh's “pewter-dish"” that the latter had,
in 1696, fastened to a pole with an inscription recording his
visit.” Remaining on the coast of West Australia from May
to November, 1801, he then made for Van Diemen’s Land where
he stayed till March. He thought that here was a country
“Which ought not to be neglected and which a nation that does
not love us does not look upon with indifference.”® In March,
he began his voyage of “discovery” from Western Port, sailing
westward. But he was too late. Grant had already discovered
the coast between Cape Otway and Cape Banks and, in En-
tounter Bay, Baudin met Flinders coming from the West.*
Flinders had left England nine months after Baudin. To the
Iatter, then, had gone the task of merely filling in the last gap

of the Australian coast—the stretch between Cape Banks and
Encounter Bay, :

_ The voyage of Baudin had caused concern in England. Flin
l‘:&i anxious because he imagined that the Frenchman W
E;:t him to the job of exploring the southern coas

t India Company was more concerned still. The.

=
*8ee above p, 113,




116 NEW HOLLAND AND NEW SOUTH WALES

that Company, it will be remembered,* gave it a monapoly ty
trade with all lands not possessed by friendly Christian Princes
lying between the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn, in the
Indian and Pacific Oceans. The South Coast of Australia was
one such land and the Company was anxious that Flinders
should start. It gave him £600 to help fit out his ship. Banks
was also anxious that Flinders should be gone. The English
had then no intention of settling the western portion of Aus-
tralia but they were determined that no French settlements
would be made there either.

On board Baudin’s ship was Francois Peron, a scientist, but
one with other interests as well. While in Port Jackson he had
his eyes open and was thinking. He drew up a “Report on Pori
Jackson” in which he urged its destruction. “My opinion,” he
says, “and that of all those among us who have been particularly
occupied with the organisation of that colony, would be that we
should destroy it as soon as possible. Today we can do that
easily; we shall not be able to do it in a few years to come.
Another member of the expedition, Lieutenant de Freycinet
examined the environs of the new settlement and especially
looked for places where troops could easily be disembarked.
Baudin himself reported that he considered “that the colony of
Port Jackson ought to engage the attention of this government,”
and that there ought to be some balancing by the French of the
“preparations they (the English) are making for the future.”
When it is considered that Napoleon, in 1810, gave orders that
a squadron be got ready “to take the English colony of Port
Jackson where considerable resources will be found,” ™ we can
understand that, had he been the victor instead of the van-
quished in the war that ended in 1815, Australia today would
be a French, instead of an English, dominion.

Peron’s book about the voyage was not published #ill 1808.
But in 1803, Grant’s book on the discoveries of the “Lady Nelson”
appeared. Yet Peron, who knew personally of Grant's dis-
coveries, paid no attention to them, but gave the points dis-
covered French names. Similarly, the French claimed priority
for the discoveries made by Flinders, Professor Scott has shown
that the long-believed story that they stole and used Flinders’s
maps, while he was in Mauvitius, is false, But they suppressed
the faets of his discoveries and bublished maps made from their
OWN surveys—plus a stolen survey of Port Phillip—claiming the
discoveries for themselyes and giving th

em all French names.
* Bee above, p. 62,
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Holland had become, on French maps, Terre Napoleon—the
Newrtunity was awaited to make it that in reality. Meanwhile,
gﬂft}ate of Australia was being fought out in the Atlantic and
on the pattlefields of Europe.
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pp. 315-18 and in Russell's "Wil-
liam Dampier.”

34.—Russell, p, 91.
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Chapter IV.

| ; 1 SYDNEY COVE

Let no one think much of a trifling expense;

Who knows what may happen a hundred years hence?
The loss of America what can repay?

b New colonies seek for at Botany Bay.

i 4 Of those precious souls who for nobody care,
i i It seems a large cargo the kingdom can spare;
] ; 9 To ship off a gross or two make no delay,

They cannot too soon go to Botany Bay.

¢ : g 3 They go of an island to take special charge,

| . : LS T Much warmer than Britain and ten times as large;

' E g e y No custom-house duties, no freightage to pay,

And tax free they'll live when at Botany Bay. 3
__“Whitehall Evening Post,” Nov. 21, I'TBV{S’..-
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warders. New South Wales was to be g hu
moved from England whither the convicts c

South Wales,

to become g colony with a Governor—definite]
His Britannic Majesty and a4 sphere of mono
East India Company into whose hands it hag
it was known, 170 years before,

“To our trusty and well-beloved Arthur Phillip Esquire,” ray
King George the Third’s Commission, “Wee reposing especial
trust and confidence in the Prudence courage and loyalty of you
the said Arthur Phillip of our especial grace certain knowledge
and meer motion have thought fit to constitute and appoint and
by these presents do constitute angd appoi
to be our Captain-General and Govemor-in-chief in and over our
territory calleg New South Wales extending from the Northern
Cape or extremity of the coast called Cape York in the Iatitude of
ten degrees thirty-seven minutes south to
of the said territory of New South Wales
latitude of forty-three degrees thirty-nij
all the country inland westward as far as
thirty-fifth degree of east longitude reckon;
dian of Greenwich including all the islands adjacent in the
Pacific Ocean within the latitudes aforesaid. , . »

Four years before, George IIr had a

1—THE FIRST FLEET.—The Fleet
Besides H.M.S. “Sirius,” the armed tender, Supply” ang th
three supply ships, “Fishburn,” “Golden Groye”
there were the transports Carrying convits,
and the numbers of the conviets that embarked g

n e :

given by Captain Hunter* as f°110W51--Alexander P toa:;l)l i';:
convicts; Lady Penrhyn (333 tons), 107 female convicts: cilar-
lotte (335 tons), 86 male and 20 fema], 2

£ convigtg

tons), 205 male convicts; Friendship (27 : Scarboro’ (430

# tons), g male ang 21

S A :
* In his “Journal” The numbers given in he g
16, 1787, are slightly different. A rotum of Beptengosial Jotum of Aprl
56: including 190 women and 14 children Vi 4
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icts; Pri 8 (350 tons), 2 male and 47
victs; Prince of Wales ( i
:emallz Eggvicts According to these figures there were 752
ema 2ts.
i in the First Fleet. ; f !
Con"tl;ltﬁtsv.lras forgotten that was connected with keeping the conk‘
'Ltls ifl their place. Much was forgotten that concerned their
vie .

fort. . 2
co‘I‘Irﬂll‘he transports are fitted up,” Captain ll{unter_tleln:,; lml:i’stst]i]ﬁ
B A
very strong and thick bulk—hfaa 8, ke L
‘tween decks from side to side abaft_the ma g :I'he e

fire between decks in case of irregularities.
::;e;gl)l secured down by cross-bars, bolts, ‘and lti{cksst,aaggioir:
likewise nailed round from deck to deck with oza.t gt
There is also a barricade of plank abagt three fee i gmarmes
the main-mast, to prevent any connection beltween . e e
and ship's company with the convicts. Centmelds a:;a ¢ ni:s st
the different hatch-ways, and a guard always un fl;] b
quarterdeck of each transport, in order to prgve;: anyI;urprize.”
behaviour of convicts, as well as to guard agams St

But there was nothing to preyent the improper
government, aristocrats and magistrates. e o
“The situation in which the magistrates S:r? gt
board the ‘Lady Penrhyn, stamps themtam e o N
Phillip in a private letter to Under Secre ltl;.lj-: i rlothing iic
18, 1787, “tho’ almost naked, and so very fi Iy’m ekl A
clc,nthing" them could have prevented them rfo N

i 1d not be done in time to prevent a fever, iifh R
kg cDut,h. t ship, and where there are many _Ve"I e
O?ailrjl:grfhutimst si)read in spite of every pr;';;l;zlz e
Eereaﬂ;er and will be fatal to I'.l'lemse!hres.wrm el e
for doing' something for the young ma?l R e

i n, or I fear that we shall lose ; c",e R
Pred wen gl e S ey asssbndioy eretsl
t}_:e'r;n 1 wﬁ:ycll:fgiveﬁezon;c::::: ihr:iu”nvict allowance of bread:
?(l;anf_ 3(;! st (B the part of government

Phillip found Svidaaus 98 R R gll:e part of the contractors
officials and wurselthtgn na‘ftlilier!;(: ;:m SR vnyager.l I'iec ;;:m:;

f clothes ¥ o e Ta
f‘:;ig:; s;‘fpf,fe" over crowding of tgreuctm;:gt;l ::d e
fnedical facilities. “By letters mmdei' s wetiad 46 L

d the are
geon's assi;t:;‘le; :nozc,;;nuary 11, 1787, “I find that 184 men
Secretary 1

‘Lady
board that ship, and 56 women on board the
put on bol
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25t the men Several unabg g, hel
of surgeon’s instrumentg have beey
but on board that ship or any of the transports, You wil] g
Permit me to observe that it will pe very difficult
most fata]l sickness amongst men gg closely confined: that o
board that ship which is to receive 210 convicts

Space left for them to move in suﬂ‘iciently large
be in motion at the same time.”

Again he complained (on April 11), that “109 women ang chil-
dren are but on board the ‘Lady Penrhyn,’ tho’ that ship wag only
intended tg carry 102, and with propriety should not have mor
than two-thirds of that number.” Yet it left with over a hun-
dred convicts on board.

The clothing of the convicts caused him mueh concern. Accord-
ing to an official estimate it was going to cost £2/19/6 to clothe
1 But if the contracton

Before he left England he was telling Nepean that, though he
had ordered some clothes to be given to the conviets who went
on board at Plymouth, “ag there are more conviets to be sent
on board the different ships, unless orders are being given for
their being washed and cloathed on their leaving the prison or the
hulks, all that we may do will be to no burpose.” In suych a filthy

condition were the convicts, that “we MAY expect to see the spge

hips to avoid a|
into g foreign |
of the lawsj

Right up to the eve of departure,
begging of both the Navy Board ang 1
for an adequate Supply of womep’s clothing
burden of his plaint in his last letter to 17 der-SecretarY Nep
before he sailed, and he expressed hig fearg that he woutd
sailing without them. His fears Were we]] baseq. i
of the women’s cloathing was not come dp

down from
we sailed.”* We have heard Phillip describe g

ean

T tonditiong of
* Letter sent back by the Hyaena,
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i I the clothes
came aboard and the condition 0
e wg?:llell:;r: tl;g}; we can only imagine the suffenrilgs Ofa ;hgit:
. : i f the weather. On the w
m the rigors o :
pgcr Eﬁ:i:rfisiegiaﬁ men and 4 women—and five children of
40 co!
i .
iy “Hyaena,” a frigate of 24 guns, escorted the ﬂee; cfilt
H-M-S(‘thannel a.r'ld then left them. Pl_‘:illip was gladdtgﬂ eWheu
0; :'Ez Channel and counted “all our difficulty t.';.ls euhn: Wil
5 n. But, en,
i ron was well upon the ocean. ]
= S%llec‘i‘ls?.:‘nlce I sealed my letters I have rjacewed a re;?ztrst ixl‘gr;l
repo;fﬁéers on board the ‘Scarboro’’ respectlng the_ comfrlthe, ship_’
'th? said, have formed a scheme for taking go_s.ses:snor; oshou]d =
itlfive o;'der’d the ringleaders on b'd the ‘Sirius, a?ime e
mention the affair at this moment_. as I have rr:é:ionm Al
into particulars, but that I suppose it will be me
m that ship.” i
fl-?I‘wo ringleaders were flogged and removed él;ﬁr;i ottpethe s
boro' " and Phillip was satisfied with the thl’(l} Sl
during the remainder of the voyage. At San: 3 l’iIe it
he wafs able to inspect them all for the ﬁrsIt im i;hem N
general, the convicts have behaved :vgl:a..nd :::tented rEciieh
: i quie )
day for the first time. They are Ll gl
arg amongst them some compleat v1ﬂams.J PR e e
The fleet anchored at Santa Cruz on mt?the e
there till the 10th. Phillip there f‘?u;c'l‘v:n?wut e vk
the garrison, had saile  Nor HEvE 8
weﬁ-i:}oeiorm or Diper or ball to make ths;m 'F"resh S visine
;?1;' toagls t'ol keep the small armsdlnml;ep;;e-h g ool o i
i Cruz an
were obtained at Santa -
Janeiro, which it reached on August Ry o
: Phillip was accorded better trea S Sl
Ht?I'E,d hen he called there. The latter 3 y e
;;lr";f:lt;e towwatch him wherever he ;e‘;’lts e:?ed o i Rt
t Phillip ha e
allowed to ﬁnti: ts;fl:;isﬁl:md could speak the language. He
Navy again: :
i it es of rum
e ﬁelc?:?ies.ians were again obta.meg ec?;g Ngvs sl’;gm S
Fresh pri S
n after it ha D e
for use of tﬂw 'gan:i?:eedingly e o e che:f’eonﬁc“ st
Beef, here ,._b:l::ntmes so that the allows.‘x;:; C R Tl
in sufficien Ao : iy
tncreued“m i hape of one hundre:
marines should be N e
alsg EC ef“;“ﬁc:.}eg as a substitute for bread. Moreover,
sacks of casava

* 20/5/'87, sent back by the Hyaena.
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“the sacks, being of strong Russia, will be used
cloathing the convicts, many of whom are nearly
convicts were allowed the “liberty of the deck”
“which has kept them much healthier than co
expected.”

Rio was left behind on September 3, and,
the fleet reached the Cape on October 13, Here there were Somg
difficulties in obtaining supplies. Phillip was informeqd by the
Dutch authorities that the crops of corn had “failed the yeap
before last” and that the question of supplying him with al the
provisions he said he needed would require deep and long con-
sideration. Until, in fact, October 23, when a favorable reply
Was received from the governor, Mynheer von Graafe, Cattle,
grain and seeds were taken on board and Phillip, bewailing the
delay, sailed out of Table Bay on November 2

At the Cape and at Rio grains and plants were obtained of
every kind that it was thought would grow in New South Wales,
Orange, lime and lemon trees were obtaineq at Rio. At the Cape
Were procured grape vines, strawberry plants, and quince, apple,
pear, oak, myrtle, fig, and bamhoo trees, as well as sugar cane
and many grain seeds. Sheep, cattle and horses were alsg brought
from the Cape.

His eoncern over such matters as the women’s clothing is in-
dicative of Phillip’s interest in the physical well-being of his
charges. His foresight is exemplified by the plans he drew up
for the conduct of the trip and the making of a settlement. In
his first baragraphs he proposed that the warships shoulg race
ahead in order to get to Batany Bay “two or three months before
the transports.” If that were done, “huts would he ready to
receive the convicts who are sick, and they woulqg find

hereaftep in
Naked.” y,
While in port,
uld have been

after a good Passage,

vegetables,
of which it may naturally be supposed they wil stand in greag
need. . . . Huts would be ready for the Women.” This plan he

endeavored to carry out.
A fortnight or so out from the Cape, Phillj
“Supply,” anticipating that that ship wag
Botany Bay long before the others. He gavye
ander,” “Secarborough” and “Friendship”

P went on board the
capable of reaching

ould, gg
on the “Sirius,” was left in charge of the other ships_ta:.i;u?ﬂ;?;
Phillip, in his first despatch, “the ‘Supply* sailing very badiy Hod
not permitted my gaining the advantage hopeq for” He
sighted the coast of New South Wales on January 3 Bk I;;ecause
of contrary winds, did not arrive till the 18th, only oris
advance of the “Alexander,” "scarborOUgh” and “Fyje - m
and only two days hefore the rest, Ndship,

orders for the “Alex- |
as these saileq bet |
than the rest, to make all the speed they ¢ BLIcy
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—An immediate examination of
ZF-PROM]rSEre}:INII:hiII’;E? :;ﬁ:‘tYit provided no suitqble site for a
il comgc‘ did not “see any situation to which there was
et strong objection.” The bay itself was open :0
i Vcé'gf and it was so shallow that ships would have ?
il Wm. t.he entrance. There were “several smal‘l runs 0s
o I;ea.’l, in various parts of the bay, but there were swaz:ﬁ}l}e
fre..sh iy einj robably make the place a very unhffal.thy ?ne. b
e ‘WO;" spot was Point Sutherland. This Phillip ouierek :
el llkEdyatrjmcf:' although he had determined to have a ic[m d?d
Slfecf;:ling to th!e north called t1:'0rff: lfiiciz?::gbgnggfek-to ﬁ?a s
desire any delay in the‘ event o
Efobre suitable place than Point Sutherland.t SRSt N
According to Captain Hunter, who we;a tt;‘ b s
s e uzirfizoll:l;??n t;t? Pirt. Jackson when they
’ ay an { 2 oy
o C%UKSéB ;?12?; fntylr'am:e‘ “It had,” he wrltes.h aa\r:1 Sux;};rz;npes
gOt W ce on entering between the outer hea bt
i appeaz_':.n ntrance, which are high, rugged, a_nd pergd s
P IfOl‘ml Seehad noé gone far in before u_ve dlscovelt' shztpmlcl
;li:;c'hh:::t:ilding to the southward; into ﬂilt.lli n:e ;)e;:i 1 g
f;und ourselves perfectlyf lalgg;lodc:;sd, e:amining el
roceeded up for s pema Baled
Eﬁf:: -pl::;:: vpvhich we found capahile ger::‘::iin'” ‘I:rmte Shi
paman Puft J: c}fas,gnt;zﬂsyat?sfaction of ﬁndi?f,eurfa?:?;:
b 1:nin which a thousand sail_nf l;h;t e g
g wc;:fe’ct security. . . - The dlfge?n iR
b 1l possible expedition. I fixe ships can anchor
examined with a e T TR ps can anchor
o 1ot -, i3 3 mal ST 8 )
e i ! ships may . i
be made at w.‘mcl:‘tri :].tlneml:rﬁ:ﬂ;e e js-l:?ﬁu;:g;fsr
e 'Ileh:;'(;:idat the entrance, and half a dm:elecized the most
Ofl;g;:p. with the minimum of delay, ha 10 Gk o

ettlement. i
favorable spot a,:u:ble s r 6, and - prAbABUSAERRRE
selecting Botany Ba

was thus rectifi
averted. Disaster woul nly, have faced the infant

i t

d, almost certa had no

nsuspected and favorable l;zz:n‘:fagk:;nthe falsi-

colony 1f 8K b the place of the actual d Cook had formed

appeared to tal real character by Banks an cess. For it was

fication of fwl'lt’:l‘ie hopes of the ::olorgr :.n ‘sim::B anks that Botany
the basis 0T orable reports of Cool

Do ?emf:n as the place for a settlement.

Bay was

D—2
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We have seen* that Banks thought little of the land at Botany
Bay. His opinions, as the “Endeavour” broceeded north, dig not
change, unless to become more definite in their hostility, g
the whole length of the coast which we sailed along,” he wrote
in his “Journal,”** “there was a Very unusual sameness tg be
observed in the face of the country. Barren it may justly be
called, and in a very high degree, at least as far as we saw. . &
The fertile soil bears no kind of proportion to that which seems
by nature doomed to everlasting barrenness. . . . A soil 50 barren,
and at the same time entirely void of the help derived from
cultivation could not be supposed to yield much to the support
of man. . . . Upon the whole, New Holland, though in every respect
the most barren country I have seen, is not so bad but that, be-
tween the production of sea and land, a company who had the
misfortune to be shipwrecked upon it might support themselves
even by the resources that we have seen; undoubtedly a longer
stay and a visit to different parts would discover many more.”
It would appear, says Prof. Wood, that Banks’s “main purpose
was to make quite sure that no Englishman would ever think
of settling in New Holland.”

That was when he returned from the voyage of the “Endea-
vour.” Nine years later he was asked by a committee of the
House of Commons for his opinion on the question of establish-
ing a penal settlement. He gave it. Botany Bay was the ideal
place for a convict settlement. Conviets could not escape from
New South Wales. It was a good climate and there was plenty
of luxuriant grass (there “grows grass tall enough, but thin set,”
he said in 1770). Water abounded (“water is a scarce article,”
he said in 1770). Only one year’s provisions would be necessary
—after a year colonists could “undoubtedly maintain themselyes
without assistance from England.” (In 1770, 3 shipwreckeq crew
might support itself.) The fruit and vegetahles of Which Banks
found no trace in New Holland in 1770, he believeq to be there
in abundance when he looked back after nine yeaps, And his
soil, “doomed to everlasting barrenness” in 1770, had, by a strange
and sudden metamorphosis, become fertile enough tg make a
colony independent of supplies from Englang after gne

]
Some other explanation of Banks's change of mind seepys !;1 ’ZT; . r
sary than “some theory of the growing optimism of olg oy

That is Professor Wood's first explanation

But p
suggests® that, in Bank’s opinion, any place was 5 Eooue pf;sg
T See D. 102 above.

“* Quoted, Wood’s “Discovery,” pp. 444-446,
t Bee Wood, pp. 422-3, 446-7,
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icts as long as it was far enougp away from En;l;ii

o -optimism that grew with time, but an expe s
Nuatthz:ggzéer;)d by circumstance, caused Eant{; topl;i?: ?Or:. 2
L w' ting Botany Bay as e :
. Semc' impressed in 1770 with elth_ea
L \:1?5 Di‘:lr:? l;gtﬂ&t IthepAueralian coast as at51:i
o Ornfi equally as certainly, Botany Bay ‘was rl.m ‘as
e 00101;}3’: B 'the House of Common 1779 Committee it wHe.
e (;3 Olt.;ed" place for a settlement that hff had sesl?r. .
;[11:;19 sl::?x: ;aif; better during the voyage of the Endeavour.

i j usions

ks was not a nincompoop who might jump az fﬁ:tﬂand .

Bar; o relation to actualities. He was a bof ah_s ot

tha't e r. Of his powers of observatlonl during 1there e

tr?mEd Oiser;ii-while he was on the Austrah_am cu:'a.s‘t;,n‘rr i

e Coof ; a’dence His collection of plants is 5};1;13:;618 .a e
p]l?z:yh: s:;’r; in 1'&70 of the nature of the land i

Wl

e been aware
1o of tHoxs parts tht L8 AeYe S r:::ﬁol;?: self-support-
that a colony on the coast he saw could no Iso that a colony’s
ing in a year or two. He must h:._ve kr-::,v;ﬁs;hle in the circum-
i ing in that time, osition
b: comlnﬁfsif,}iﬁpﬁ?z:f aware, was a very doubtful prop
stances

cess
itions. To expect suc
even under the most favorable condition eing sponsored by

as b
when the eatablishment: of 108 COl::Jer:'xs; WMinisters and I_Jnder-
apathetic, ignorant and incompé of official negligence,

= ive in spite i
Secretaries and hAVINg [0 PEL 1 irsed with an optimism thab

idi tage is to as not aware of
‘mn‘atl;l;tiir.isaﬁ‘:;&rsabgangks may be excusedc;fuil& Whowever, believe
mvl . s
the existence of such handicaps. wei-lceﬂ him that the country

- : ination had convi ; ked crew was

e e e o st s cro, a2

at he Id be m e

ttlement cou ; hort time. Ther

really one where a se _ orting in a s t

: i ome self-supp . Governmen

its surg":l’ﬁ ;?1: ::;victs were explec:;t;:?‘cgrli‘:mtgfs when their

was a doubt, inciple g hope

on the pr : a forlorn pe,

e bem?ﬁeﬁy“;,‘? forfeited to Juimfe'h:ze::g;;s experiment, to

lives or Ii fair subject 0 bers

and have a1wayS o fair o expose the more ks o, s
which it W":"lc}:tb;ould be interesting if the convic
of a state.”

1dn't it?*
two years, WOu e
e, gave a favorable opiil;:in on gogr;yNgg,ze
; SO0k, f ST e | i el TR, 06 N i
Soveral i A g lace for a settlement. Or, more
have m:;ﬂw z.enllg: :; tl‘:e paandwich TIslands—the I;t‘.t;: being
e mmvex’-y which, though the last, seeme| many

for c
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3—FOUNDATIONS LAID.—After three days’ eXploratiun,
Phillip and his party returned to Botany Bay, received still morg
unfavorable reperts of the land being cleared at Point Sutherlang
and gave orders for moving round into Port Jackson, Philljp
on the “Sirius” left for Sydney Cove on January 25:; the rest
were prevented, by easterly winds, from joining him unti] the
following day.

On January 24, two French ships, the “Boussole” and the
"“Astrolabe,” the expedition of Laperouse, arrived in Botany
Bay. He had left France in June, 1785, and had been all over
the Pacific. The Frenchmen remained in Botany Bay unti]
March 10 and then sailed away—to their doom.*

Round in Sydney Cove, on January 26, history was made by
Phillip and the crew of the “Sirius.” On the evening of a
beautiful day that hag smiled its sunny auspices upon the
beginnings of the Australian nation, a simple ceremony was
performed beneath the flag that wags unfurled at the head of
the cove. Toasts were drunk—includ‘mg one to the Success of

Just as it

But it was not till February 7 that the Colony was proclaimed

lip as Governor read. On that day

—originally named Point Maskelyne- ang Captai
J udge-Advocate, read the Commission ap;
General and Governor-in-Chief, the Act

‘ of Parliament establish-
ing the Colony and the Letters-Patent

that set up Civil and

s soldiers
he thanked for their good conduct, and then tq the uén“\;lil:t?
“The greater part of you,” he said, “haye alread: :

forfei
lives to the justice of your country; yet, hy tge ]e:rl?I;;Edofoi!:;:

laws, you are now so Dblaced that, by industry and good behgyj
you may in time regain the advantages ang estimation, 1 oL0
of which you have deprived yourselyes» £ Warneq tp, e
he could show no mercy to any found Builty of misde em that
— Which would easily be discovered in sucp a smaj) s%?:iano;r:
PP SIS, CL Y—bu!
respects to be the most important that had hitherto been
peans throughout the extent of the Pacific Ocean,” 7 He by Buro-
not have suggested New South Wales, which he dig nog cnv:r;o;u

second visit, Slder g,

* See above, p, 114,
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wpyer be ready to show approbatlc;nu:?:nc:
hose who proved themselves worthy o T
by ttention to orders.” He warned aggms
s B abetween the sexes and advised ma1_*nage‘
e el inter00u1_35e to those who followed his advice.
o o iy the Cove was begun
o k of clearing ground around il i
i learing-parties were able to set to wi ‘d.ﬁerem
e «The necks of land that form the di i
. tas_llcl.' 5 description in his first report to Lord Sy (1)C 1:;
e 1pter for some distance, are in gel}eral Soﬂir'ent
e Wr?si‘ng such large trees shoulc_i find su dmthe
mat_it 2 suf)l:lt the soil between the rocks is good, an o
nounshment;;he rocks, as well as the whole country rognh are,
sL!rruIths Dfxce tions ére covered with trees, most of whic! e
mull fe:-f Eha.tpthe ;emoving them off the ground a.fl;eorl'~1 T
:-e ti.“uf down is the greatest part of the labor; andbtl;e ;:verseer;
paturally indolent, having none to attend tlilem t: P
drawn from amongst themselves, and who elar” Bl
authority, makes this work go on very slow y_f SR
concerned, also, about what would be the fate oand Jige 0
a supply-ship coming from England went astray i s
fore anxious to bring land under cultivation as sgo
His fears, as the sequel will show, were well-based.

¥ illi

In spite, however, of the efforts that were _bemfhmas:t'l;dhl‘:}iﬁ
BN\ the reat Jehor [n clogsige. The BRMERCT
not permit more than eight acres to be sown t Xihi number
wheat and barley,” and, because of this, because of k brought
of ants and field-mice, because of loss of_ _the hve'it;f sufficient
from the Cape and because of the inability t? ca il would.
fish to eke out the provisions, he trusted that h_ls Lor fsor l;cn.u' or
“see the necessity of a regular supply of pr9v1sinns test pro-
five years, and of clothing, shoes and frocks in the grea
Dbortion "

Work on a hospital, store-houses and huts went i: “;i::cg:f
utmost possible despatch. Only twelve of the convie h;ed PR
Penters and only sixteen other carpenters could be ith such
the ships, To point to the necessity for pushing on e
Work there was an outbreak of scurvy after the lan ?Eere a
there were heavy rains during February. Not only w';sdenue of
shortage of carpenters but, worse still and giving ev Pt
¢riminal negligence on somebody’s part, Phillip had tol "
that there wasn't one “intelligent gardener in the co 0:!11; men
The first eriminal court was held on February 11 and ted, the
Were sentenced to death. One was immediately executed, é

gated that be would

enoouragement
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others were reprieved and were to be exiled from the settlement,
“These men,” reported Phillip, “had frequently robbed the storeg
and the other conviets, The one who suffered ang two others

allowance, as settled by the Navy Board, was the same as the
soldiers, spirits excepted; the others for robbing a tent, and for
stealing provisions from other convicts,” The infliction anqg
carrying out of the death sentence were the first evidences that
the barbarities of the English benal code were being introduceq
into New South Wales, Phillip himself te]]s us that he preferreq
sentence of exile to sentence of death,

4.—FAMINE.—The efforts of the infant colony to become self-
supporting almost ended in its annihilation through the starva-
tion of the inhabitants, Phillip foresaw, very early, the dangers
that faced them. Their voyage out had taken over eight months.
The Government at home, he knew, could not be relied on to

the colony might not EXpect new supplies for at
months. He began, in his first despatch, and continued, to
stress the necessity of sending out Supplies. Tha question of
brovisions takeg Up a big part gof his correspondence.

Phillip’s first despateh home from Sydney was dated May 15
1788. He reverts several times tg Supplies. The clearing of thej
land was begun Very early to allow Cultivation, because o1 fear
the consequences if g ship shoulg be lost in her bassage out
.With provisions,” Then he tells of difficulties apq set-backs
ground was difficult to clear and Dbrogress wag slow. Tha fa}mm'
taols sent out were few and of little use.* only eight acreg comg
be placed under wheat ang barley in th

: at year, pgp
h\fe-stock brought from the Cape had been lost, “antg artmoifiei;gf

of a “regular supply of Provisions from Englanq the necessity
or five years.” B

* “Phe axe;;spades and shovels the Worst that
Phillip (in letter to Nepean),
¥

SYEr Werg Seen,” gajq
T Lord Sydney,

Gl

i
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i t two years and that
i sent out during the nex E
i wto:vl;lultr}:le be skilled tradesmen. Anothe: bém;r Eifﬁr o
Lo Ifenstraying of four cows and two buil]‘st'.hls cl;ﬁntrylwﬂ]
&fu;h: the outlook encouragir}g an((:i1 ::tm;aritalm gl
st valuable acquisition .r ke e
B i, ffers less assistance to the :
“no country offer Sl
gsrzgf;efi%esn nor do I think any count;}; rctmfxlllgln:]ethn; i
, i to sup|
ly placed with respect : o
advn‘r;lrh;gggu;giﬁ] for a few years we must entirely depen
country,

dney, Under
t letter, like the previous one, was to mrdrfgder—séecretary
E date, Phillip wrote a private letter to n supplies
g e Thich he also stresses Sydney’s "‘Ep'?ndenm;tting sup-
e w dnc After discussing the difficulties of g Al Tt
o Englanh' Cape or Batavia and stating that he w only do
o :c seid the “Sirius” for them and W:’ L,lﬁould then
like to have rgency—illogically, as he admits, for t1h puliae
50 in an emerg thetically expresses his frust in il arrive in
be t00 late—he pa doubt but that supplies will arrive 1
b}f adding: “I makednoan appeal for free sett;;rzu e
Bt e e e e Tt of the mother
farmers were seg ing this colony independen jcts.” ** Phillip
e :'ear ;nb;e;roifisions than a thousand convicts.
country, a :

3 lonists should
ips bringing new co! car-
was wont to insist, also, that Shmsgzs-—lﬂrovisicns should be

§ ! provis ere intended.
i twohgea;: t.l:l"mse for whom thegm:n.ists arrived,
ried o? the saﬂ::s; np ship was lost and the
For, if the pro

ever.t
things would be worse than I september. The

Phillip ngland had been

The emeri;f;iyhtﬁtbeen brought out m ﬁmgught from l‘-hke

Seer_lle‘»;h::; very little had cometel:.lplb)' the weevils. Live stoc
Spoi.

4 ea ar's supply
Cape by the “Supply ;':i:::k of fodder. lg;‘é’t: send Captain
was being killed becauphillip, therefore, dec supplies and

re. urchase
& ﬂntmr ‘:Vastj:: s‘f:;iriUS” bu, thEoleRe ':sglled ¥ia, Nay Fealats
Hunter in

tober 2 an from scurvy, the
dney on Oc the trip from
seed,cHe lrelfr:y Three men d;lﬂgn:l;ver since leaving the Cape
and Cape 9

vi
on salt pro re discovered
crew having been the number of over 60— ars later.
e e N overnor King, seven ve t by the
cuwpnsﬁ“’“'u”;te and triplicate, were senl

that,

of this supposition i

mtmz thammverse e the colony—that is,
out, sh:d s.tt:t: tshle‘; arrived leaving their

the
S gy g S8 (7 T
rations for
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of Good Hope on the way out to Botany Bay, The “Siriyg»
arrived at the Cape on January 1, 1789,

There, Hunter learned that the transports that hagq left Sydney
on their way home to England had met with misfortune. A
Dutch ship Jjust arriveq from Rio Treported that there hag been
80 many deaths ang there was so much sicknesg on boarg the
“Prince of Wajes» and “Borrodale,” that haqd arrived there, that
the Portuguese hag to help them intg bort, there not, being enough
men on their feet to manage the sajls. Similar conditiong were
Ieported on the “Alexander" and “Friendship,” by a Dutch frigate
from Batavia, 80 many men had been Jost that the former was
Scuttled so that One crew could pe made up of the Survivors on
both ships. While at the Cape, Hunter recruited sailors from
British Subjects, stranded there, or employed gp Duteh boats, to
make up hjg ship's tompany anqg that of the “Supply” in Sydney,
It was not iy February gp that the “Sirius” Jeft for Sydney,
She reacheq here on May 8, 1789, bringing 5 year's Drovisions for
the crew, four monthy flour for the colony and Some seed wheat
and barley,

This ad.ded a little to the store of the colony, but—ratg also

: . On November 1
1789, the rations of aj) who hagd been on 4 full seale were cut
“Sirius” ang “Supply”
were cut down by a quarter, By this Mmeans Phillip hoped to

ny ady,
The optimism that was €xXpressed jn that letter g
t0 have Jasteq long, Early in March he decidag

“Sirius” ang “Supply” with a barty of Convictg
Norfolk Island, where g ¢olony had peen establi:ﬁ:d
Ph_mz’p’s arrival in porg Jackson, * Here, jt had pg,
things were better, there being more tha, prnvisiunsre
T on

* See below,
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Island for its inhabitants. But, the measure taken to relieve

i i ‘al hundred people*
f the necessity of feeding .sevellla__ C
Symll:ejli ?mly in a further disaster. The “Sirius was wree;ed
1-mil\l.lmrrolk Island! The people had heen landed, but bad weather
:fade it impossible to land the provisions on thel sz;rir;eg d;]);
boats were engaged in lan t
Several days later, when MIp i
i In Hunter saw that the s ip
P i “hi ade sail to get out of the
fast to leeward.” Therefore, e m bl
i ifti Id not clear the reef,

but the wind shifting they cou d
:)I?g’ ,ship having missed stays, though the anchors were letli;»tagn
everything done that was possible, she stx;lucli asnd fw;:ovmiom
i i ie in the loss o A
reef.”® The disaster did not le In o
:(1)1: most of them were recovered, but in the wreck gf ti:lve;asl}l;

It had been intended to send her to Canton or Ba

supplies. : : j ]
Phillip now had to reduce the rations still fur ttltlss‘ p(‘i‘::ds i
rations were “two pounds and a half of i;lolilgr i g
pork and two pounds of rice, for seven p eo-p;o t distinction, the
this ration, which is served to everyone W]ttheupork Al
flour will last till the middle of November, oo Sttt
of July, and the rice till the first week in 2 ﬂn fEss thanhalls
writing on April 11. As men could not Zf;i all the boats were
Tations, nearly all labor was susrlende;it’G P e e
used for fishing, The “Supply” was sen d from a letter of Sur-
the position was regarded may be gau_gle 17. “Had the ‘Sirius’
n White dated from Sydney, April 17. ne to China for
i fe, she was immediately to have gol ded but, alas!
:;;i;egeli:fe}o: us, and on her dispatch all depen

istress and misery
3 new scene of dis :
that hope is no more,Rir;it(imﬁ; were reduced again, he says, t

enable us 5 # existence for seven months.
to drag. out a miserable :
S“hﬂuld we have no arrivals in that time the game will be up
for all tl n of ever, i i ave been able
with 0! he grain of every kind which we h
us,

d not support us

ee months woull &

oIl b ye?tr: cil::e ttzrthe conclusion that the authorities
Wh

; it seemed
] en all about the colony. And i

at home had _forgott

possible to arrive at no other conclusion—over two years had

i d been received
nothing at all ha
b thilafgiigtggﬁsmd people had been cast adrift—
ea

e Govern-

] as il rtee!rs from one world into a new one, and thi

sen Ppio;

t'I\wn companies of marines, 5 women and uh!ldren_ 116 male and
L

A ing the
et U e
convicts and 27 s icts and 37 children. '1'11!1'9'
population t.h: P tc:: msn 1'rmiilml1l:ga.rs'm .c[ﬂ‘l?; women and children, 60;

o ained in Sydney: Civi convicts, 23.

rem; i g victs, 70; children of cts,
297; female convicts, 70;

male conviets, 297; fen
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men :
erlai 1535'1;%61O?J:i;piggn;zeﬁoz i .them a.m)ther thougm_ Tench’s book, “Narrative of the Expedition to Botany Bay,” was
Jjustified. Lord Sydney hag com lxl;rjessmn to in Sy NEY were published in April. Three editions of it appeared before the
decided to ignore Phillip ang hispsetily forgmtm’ e als end of the year and it was translated into several European
nor deed—at leggt not by an Worc? : dony: Netther by worg languages. In May, the official account of “The Voyage of
pome down t0 us—diq he Eiveyan i g? deed whose Técord hag Governor Phillip to Botany Bay” appeared in a number of edi-
heard of them, from the midgje cl:f i]?é'?atf'llon that he haqd ever tions and in several translations. The success that attended
1789, when Sir Josepn Banks awoke him ou; }Jfﬂ.'rll?ses!;d Of March, these publications is evidence of a widespread public interest,
HPOL, Even the noble lord awoke!
015}:_11-? E;:’ti Th‘ﬁi’ ?:Rgﬂn‘_&r Joseph Banks has left 5 recorg He awoke—on April 29, thirty-five days after Philh'p_’s letters
received, In oy BeWS from New South Wales g had been received. He did so to order the preparation of a
2 memorandym found amongst his bapers he made warship to take out provisions and stores and also the placing

on board of the “Lady Juliana” (being fitted to take out more

fad passed since the i : convicts!) of as much provisions as she would hold. Lord Sydney

Al the Firs Fleet g Year and was to give Captain Phillip a lesson in good manners. He was

to answer the latter’s request not to send more convicts by—

sending more convicts, who, doubtless, would be able to feed n;ldl
fish and vegetables while those who were already there cou
continue to subsist on vegetables and fish. .

The “Lady Juliana” reached Sydney on June 3, 17902‘1;19}\;1;1'?

been ten months on the way. It was the first ship from 'lrghad

NOME oub sufficient since the landing. She had arrived three years after Ph‘.“’d i

and succegg of the colony that left England, nearly two and a half after he had armcrleover

Botany Bay, two years since he sent his first despatch an

4 year since Lord Sydney had received it.

Supplies tq Ensure th, i
: € suryiy,
bore his Name, &

waters, He had given h

im g Jon i : t South Head who
:;30 11d be expecteq of hims g;dtnﬁlillftmcmns' What more The ship delighted the eyes of thtegtviv:ﬁ:s :here to signal the
cttiomar . SEhnn of the ponct N all-gepga sUCtONS con- frst saw her and who had Lon St Stnat ps BN
S et il (1) gy Provided wity, yarl8 107d that apyo Feivel of any Ehip, Sud S FERCHE  HE S e
i mDSt-]lkE]y R D (and that) «fp Vegetgble % dl.!ctlong_ Fpmgane 2 s co]an.}sts- thd when it was learned that
ot D sicks ang oaralescents, may 1y, broVSIOns, excepiing g e BT e L
w11h._ H‘e had caljeq YO his jmpg Etg € dispengeq she carried, also, over 200tfi’;‘1m food, and convicts to eat it.

Co, omst_s with vegetap) es and litgje i Blnation ¢, eed the for food—Sydney had sen dney, had st bl it
them with hreaqp " WS he algy supply Phillip had asked for farmers :rba.d news as well. It reported
During 178 tp,e Noble lord haq peg And the “Lady Juliana” Em.}‘,_ﬁg “Guardian” was the ship that
]a;nd Presumably, siepg i, his plage 1nnt;ery G the JoRy e “Gul:-:fﬂ:; of Sydney’s orders, to carry Prt;vl;l&x;s
ad delivey i ¥ ed, in p eutenan| .
debatesh;r:l:gv:g l;li::fei:ff 5t peers “seyep SDeecheg au; i Z‘.',a%ﬂ:: I:E:ruth Wales, and w“i:;,n,%ﬁd&degiu?h Indian Ocean.
OCcasions, eacp speech g the Oni Decemh:-'l‘:s' BEBE:E‘;:I;: I;m,u allowed any, who wished to

: Two days later,

One of them
] . Three boatloads left.

R ab?{l;l?:osn ﬁg others were never heard of againd ;‘:;
e ACravar. 1 Epits of the bellet thet her sn had
e m?mt and, falling in with a French fnga;.e,w e
cnn;:,ﬁ:m to tI;'e Cape. The provisions were recovere

by 1

kInteresa, however, Was being raised
the “Guardian” was beached but even Lord Sydney's imagina-
i \

e L
* Written, May 15, 1788,

Ny %
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tion could hardly make fooqd jpn Africa fij empty bellies in
South Wajes. Such wag the news brought by the “Lady
Juliana,” *

The Dosition gt Sydney wag Trelieved, however, two or threas
weeks later, when the Second Flept arrived, Although jt broughy
many convietg it brought also the Provisiong that haq
the “Guardijap » Moreover, there hg,
board ang S0 many djeq after arrival thag their rationg Were g
Welcome addition tq the general storg. So did the living benefit
from the dead. “Had :
Advocate Collins, “both on the Dassage ang since the ]anding of
those whe Survived the Voyage, we should neg at this moment
have had anything tq receive from the Public stores: thus

the colony wag saved from the Starvation Which
ceeded jn aunihi]ating it. The col
Sydney’s imagination!

How near it came tq disaster there jg Plenty of

* Lieutenang Riou haq Nothing by braise for yy, tonviets
the “Guardiap » “If any pary of the officer. d crew of the ‘Guardian’
should eyer Survive to gy home," 4 Wrote tg pha Admlralty “I haye
only tg Say thejr conduct afpay the fatq) Stroke against an 'island of
ice wag admirah]a and Wonderfy] i everythmg that

evidence tq

and creyw of

. Telateq tq their duties,
considereq Either gg Private 0 is Majeat.y's Service, » And, in
a letter ecry Stephens he 4, “Permig, p,q I
¥ou on g Subject Which 1 hope thejy Lnrd.ships will
unworthy of thejr Notice, to reeg, d as m
Lo thejr Tdships' fayo, I and interegy the caga
Which my duty Compelled mp en Port uf
tion of pagt Sufferingg reminds me that time When T ¢
ma] f every Dossible metp, €nCourgge
People yndey Commang, and at Such time g
€ difference might, pe between man Strugg]
Who per ight consider degy uc

Will congigey the serviee done By these men as meri
favor apg Protection, and 1 mglee 1o doubt they shoulq 1
I a5 to Tepresent their pag i

Ty

abroad yntj) the sentences hpq €Xpired,

of Lieutanant Riou. pgo Was later kijjag at the g
elson spoke of

and Lord ), him g the “gallant and
Historjea) Acmuni., b. 34)

had not proceeded ten steps b

AN ILL WIND 14

S : "A wealthy and respectable
g - Lang tells us that: “a wea ;

demm}strit&f s];finey %vho arrived in the 9"101_1!’ as a free pe:;:s)c;g
jnhablti;e L:g'nvernme,nt of Governor Phillip, in aftﬁfe%f;;ri g
Mied i i a long period was T

i hat his ration for ol
9 'hmtlselifeatd of maize or Indian corn a day, and lghﬁtfmtimat i
B e had lived in the colony in the constant. eTIeeuch piint
yearf hene day perish of hunger!” Ang Captain B
Shm‘x dtonce of death by starvation that came usave koodieics
an_lns_ a}‘Tihree or four instances of persons whlo ki
mmcev;vant have been related to me, Qne ;Jéiey, Bt -2
ﬂjom’ own observation. I was passing p: oo il
¥ n-;ran with a wild haggard counl:enance;utw phraps
zﬂ:;;e?i his ciaily pittance to carr,slr I;o;:,tcoal;;l:mh in‘m; B

i a .
g iand o P :ﬁre he fell. I ordered himri;u ;Jde
he arrived, he was fou

i ital, where, when g
ga ut'tmdoitl) gg:nﬁz:l?he body, the cause of death was pron
ead.

8 AR 5 eted the
" e the joy with which the o A
arlTifrg? 0? t,(l)ze “Lady Juliana”: “At length the

¥
gan to separate and on th vening
fortune be| { AR i of 3rd of June

irection.
i ded in every direc

: ‘the flag’s up’ resoun nfused

1750, the i ufmf?emusing IO fukey mhich adcu?:.r and
sas sitting in my drew my attention. T opened my door,

i and
o e ith children in their arms running to
Saw several women wi

d kissing
ing each other, an X
! . ks, congratulat. agant marks
fro wx_t.h dlstraci:ti;i tlgt; most passionate and gxt:::riid i
their infants wi eded no more; but instani ypacket-giass: my
of fondness. I nee by the assistance of my & Frotnediomin:
Tan to a hill, Whe; " My next-door neighb‘]“ﬂng each other by
liopes were ;?a;isg we could not spe:rlgorv’ﬁ,:f
was with mi;;h eyes and hearts ov -CREATURES.”—The
the hand, wi OF OUR ml.w‘]‘l’. G e
ﬁ'_'“msmnism]ow-creat“m" that S:;?ﬂeet were due, says
“miseries of ou The deaths on the Secm of management on
be exaggerate-d-n the very I provisions,
Dr. Lang, i(ig) ihe long confinement "‘:i"(;? the mental desnﬂlgg‘
shipboard, r quality,* an; visions and the
sometimes of an ﬁfﬁcm allowance 1‘:’1’ ,‘:ﬂ’h. It is an ill
ency due to an t which the colony h‘;ody, The contractors,
A R s Mottt o i e o
wind, ho ¢ nefited i : e earlier
ke S i o s 1 e
cr;f;':e;,w died, the more of the
VO

- m profits,
* For which the contractors made bigger
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Other €ye-witness, ¢,
of the colony, giy, Ber. B,
. give ivi ]
Quotation iy fuiiu 4 e Vivid pictyre whicfl ?;stvﬁimm
“The 1 et b ek
and twen?d-);i;uhana Drought oy from Eng,
buried fiye th lien convicts, gy of whj i Mundreq
b ) Thoeugh they had pegy on hoarg e lun only
ships, ¢ase was much Otherwige With thehgm; Pftean
“There WEre on boarg_ : N
Dieq
The Neptune, 59, 0 Bomrg, g
e S S Ck
The Scarborough. ML R il I:E e
68

The Surprize, g
“The
what 1

short, caleulation
« Or accony
am going g relate, i
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Was first on

“Have been on board these different ships,
nvicts, where

board the ‘Surprize.’ Went down amongst the co
I beheld a sight truly shocking to the feelings of humanity, a
great number of them laying, some half and others nearly quite
naked, without either bed or bedding, unable to turn or help
themselves.  Spoke to them as T bassed along, but the smell
was so offensive that I could scarcely bear it. I then went on
board the ‘Scarbomugh‘; broposed to go down amongst them,
but was disuaded from it by the captain. The ‘Neptune’ was
still more wretched and intolerable, and therefore never
attempted it. Some of these unhappy people died after the
ships came into the harbour, before they could be taken on shore
had been thrown into the harbour, and their
dead bodies cast upon the shore, and were seen laying naked
upon the rocks. Took an occasion to represent this to his
Excellency, in consequence of which immediate orders were sent
on board that those who died on board should be carried to the

The landing of these

OPposite north shore and be buried.
people was truly affecting and shocking; great numbers were

not able tg walk, nor to move hand or foot; such were slung
Over the ship side in the same manner as they would sling a
cask, a box, or anything of that nature. Upon their being
brought up to the open air some fainted, some died upon deck,
the shore.

and others in the boat before they reached Whe_n
re many were not able to walk, to stand, or to stir

tome on sho
themselves in the least, hence some were éed bye o“tl";iie's.cs?jrg:
freeped upeon their hands and knees, and som
upon the hacks of others. The next thing to be .c0nsldered i:'a.:
What was to be done with all these miserable objects. Bes| I:
the sick that were in the hospital previous to the arrival gi t! ;
fleet, there were now landed not less than four hundreia m:
eighty-six sick; but the hospital erected here is not sufficient to
hold above sixty or eighty at mot.st; ﬂ;w!iataﬂ:g:v n;lz;s:;) i::l d;;;:
t? It was fortunate thal S
};‘:;ﬂgi?tmou??n the Justinian. This was set up with all speed;
a great number of tents, in all ninety or a hur;dl;id,rv:fr:
pitched In each of these tents i:hereh lwe;i-: azgu :t ﬂr‘;t
e lay in a most deplorable situation.
fﬁ:;li{a:m:u:gi?g aﬁ‘; lay upon but the dﬂl:l‘—; sr:huzlrg. tr;xﬁ:;
over them. Grass was got for
scu:efng :Bgl:gk:t given amongst four of them.* Have been
i igst them for hours, may say days together, going from one
ﬁ?m another, from one person to another, and you may
imagine that what I here beheld was not a little affecting. The

T+ In the middle of winter!
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AT SYDNEY COVE.—
August 20, 1783

Hunter,

 Sketched by Captain
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amongst four of them, he that was strongest of the four would
take the whole blanket to himself ang leave the rest quite nakeq,

among the sick; a good many are so far recovered that they have
8ot to work; a great number have died; have buried not less
than eighty-six since they landed —eighty-fouy convicts, one child,
and one soldier.”

The incidents that the reverend gentleman AVers pointed to
the depravity of the convicts dig not do anything of the kind.
What they dig was to point to the depravity of the English
authorities that sent them out under conditiong that mads
men brute beasts, 4 lesson in depravity is furnished by an
incident and a letter that Captain Tench breserves for ys. Let
the reader decide where the depravity lay,

they had injured. Peyton, at the time of his suffering, was but
twenty years of age, the greatest part of which had been invari-
ably passed in the commission 0f crimeg that at length ter-
minated in hig ignominioys end. The following letter, written
by a fellow-conviet to the sufferer’s unhappy mother, I shall
make np apology for bresenting tq the reader; it affords a
melancholy proof that not the ignorant and untaught only have
Provoked the justjce of their country tq banish them to this
remote region:—
“Sydney Cove, Port Jackson,
“New South Wales, 24 June, 1783,

“My dear ang honoured mother,—wity 8 heart oppresseg by
the keenest sense of anguish, and tgq Much agitateq by the idea
of my very melancholy condition to €Xpress my Own sentiments,
I have prevaileq on the goodness of a commiserating friend to
do me the lagt sad office of acquainting yoy with the dreadful

b
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experience that peace which this world ecannot give. Commend
my soul to the Divine mercy. I bid you an eternal farewell
“Your unhappy, dying son,
“SAMUEL PEYTON.
“Ta Mrs. Peyton, London.”

In such a Wway did England found colonies a hundred and fifty
Yyears ago!

S "

NOTE—As to the justice of the statement made, on Page 141, to the
effect that the death of convicts on the Way out paid the contractor, the
following extracts from an actual contract (dated Ocober, 1792), will allow
the reader to Judge: “Memorandum of Contract.—Heads of a contract to be
made with Mr. Richards for transporting convicts from Ireland to New
South Wales:—

To transport, victual, and clothe two hundred and seventy convicts
and stores, 3

To put on board eight months’ Drovisions, a proportion of necessaries for
breserving their health, and a surgeon to attend them,

To supply them with beds and bedding,

Two tons allowed each convict and soldier, in which is included their

lodging room, Drovisions for the passage, and visions and clothing for
Tiine months after their arriyal, He &

Convicts to be supplied with fresh provisions in i fi d;
Ploslid ] D foreign ports four days

Soldiers to be victualled according to the establishment th f
one shilling per day for each soldier. bl %k

£17 to be paid for each conviet embarked,

£5 in addition for EVery convict landeq in N
Paid in the following manner, viz,:— o St Wals | it

£7 per head when the cabins and by
£10 per head wh i 5 hgds o it

Demurage to commence af i : :
and disembarking the oonvlctat.er the usual lying allowed for eémbarking

Bulk heads, cabins, gratin,
found by the Contractor. 5% 2IF scuitles, windsajs, ele, eto, to be
The convicts to be clothed ang Victualled py

manner as the convicts sent 1 the Roya] Aﬁr‘ﬁﬁm‘“hr in the same
—] o

Historieal Records of .8 w,, vor,

Chapter V. j
GOOSE OFF THE COMMON !

The young lambs are bleating in_th:h mﬁ:;(?ws. i
i irping in the H

The young birds are chn‘pm.g

The yﬂugg fawns are playing with ?gle ;:;ig:s‘;mst
blowing tow :
he young flowers are
But lIt‘h:, gnung, young children, O my brothers,
i 1
‘hey are weeping bitt.erly..

The:rrr ;su-.:;r weeping in the playtime of the others,

In the country of the free. . ..
For oh, say the children, W(]e are‘ weary,

d we cannot run or leap; .

If W?::ared for any meadows it were merely

To drop down in them and sleep. . . .
For all day we drag our burden, tiring, &

Through the coal-dark underground;
Or all day we drive the wheels of uhz:;

In the factories, _mun‘f.'i -m‘ui(;;rlr?r o 'the P

—Mrs. Browning: “The of :

3.—Laissez-faire; -

1.—Loyalty, Trade and Convicts; a._-_mm;'
.Age.lol' Reason,
T was, then, an Engln;tdt Eg;\t_h_ i
broken hearts mg. tSh::t nnly o
inhuman laws. \:e Rl leereh:hm

The whole of its
tions. It was an ag_ whex; big lando!
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S0 that parliaments were always ready to ignore
dren, sighs of women or groans of men and to
laws as were necessary to stifle Profests or
on him who, by stealing the g
betters who stole the

cries of chil-
Pass as many
to wreak Vengeance
ctommon, aped hig
And the Judges
t gave to thous-
» Women and children the ehoj
. It was an England
a place for everybody and e
Place—even if that blace were at the énd of a rope,
found themselves in this latter place that

Searce can our fields, such crowds at Tyburn die,
With hemp the gallows and the fleet supply.*

Added reason why, since New South Wales Was reported to be

suitable for Browing flax, a colony should be established there!

1.—-LOYAI.TY, TRADE AND CONVI

Seems to have been the first tg suggest the establishment of a
colony in New South Wales. He did so when giving evidence,
in 1779, before the House of Commons Committee on gaols and
transportation already referred to. That Was in the middle of
the War of American Independence when the floog of conviets
to the American colonies was dammed, “Up to 1775 the social
drainage system had been in admirable gooq order.” ** 1 that
year it clogged up and, as g result, the vietims began to have
their revenge on society, The Over-crowded gaolg became fetigd
cesspits harboring a1 kinds of dj

all who came ne

* Johnson's, “London,"”
** Prof. Wood, Historical Society Journal, vol, g.

T Howard's State of Prisons has this to
conditions:—

“Convicts are generally stout and robust ung men, ha en
accustomed to free diet, tolerable lodgings n:rv;ud \ggomus é“;g?mse_ve'rﬁse
are ironed, and thrust into close offensive dynp, . and there chained
dowp. some of them, withayt straw or other bedding; in Which they
seventeen hourg oub of

say of the prisoners and their

Society Journal,"la:}rgl, 8.)
In the same p| is guoted an illustration giyen by Dr, Redfern jn his

“Report on Gaol-fever and Its Contagiousness * It ig of ot

occurred in May, 1750:— i = SN o
&4 'n they were brought into the court, the windows at the

the hall opposite to the place where the judges sat, were thrownﬂggg:-r

the people on the left of the court on whom the wing blew were inrem:i
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it “extremely fertile.” It would produce, he said, every broduet
of Europe and, moreover, was in such a eli

mate that it wag
fitted to produce Spices, cotton, tea, sugar, indigo. He strongly

¥ tie of honor ang Bratitude
to protect ang Support, where they may repair their broken

fortunes and again enjoy their former domestic felicity

His plan was to senq One or two ships with an advance barty
to prepare the place for settlement, He said that “Intelligent
and candid Americans,” with whom he had talked, approved
of the Proposal, as did, also, Bir Joseph Banks. The new settle-
ment would become a centre from which British trade could
exXpand. Trade with China would grow ENnormously. Furs could
be obtained fom the Aleutian and Foxes Islands, The Japanese
Wool market eould be captured from the Russians who enjoyed a
virtual monopoly. Trade relations coulq be established with
Korea, timber “for the use of the King’s yards” could be obtained
from New Zealand and the spice trade Wwould be taken out of
the hands of the Dutch. From New South Wales, “if we were

at war with Holland or Spain, we might very powerfully annoy
either State

There is no neeq to be alarmeg about the bossibility of depopu-
lation of the mother country ag a result of emigration, People
don’t emigrate through restlessnegs, Poverty, Matra tells us, is
the cause of emigration. Therefore, for the reasong given above,
those who emigrated would “be of great and permanent service
to their parent community in some remote part of the world,

home, win Probably live to see their

in, and will be Very prejudicial tg society.” By colonising
New South Wales, England would rid itse]s of many of its poor
, 0f much of itg crime, for bove

ere then adminis-
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convicts were not “reproached for their former conduct” ang
if they were given an opportunity to begin a new life for them-
selves, “it is very probable they will be useful, | ., |, it ig very
possible they will be moral subjects of society,” Thus would
two objects be achieved: “economy to the Publie and humanity
to the individual.” Matra’s broposed treatment of the convicts
does credit to his humanity even if his appealing to Lhe hearts
of members of an 18th century British Government does not
beget in us a high estimate of his intelligence. The treatment
of convicts as human beings was not to be expected of govern-
ments that passed laws which made felons of honest men and
criminals of young boys. Matra would have done well to confine
his arguments to the head that in the 18th century was a far
more important part of the human anatomy than the heart.

Transportation as a penalty for offenders Was not something
new in English law!® Aas early as 1597, an Act Was passed by
which “dangerous Togues, and such as will not be reformed of
their roguish course of life” might be banished “into such parts
beyond the seas as shall be for that burpose assigned by the
Privy Council.” Those who returned without permission would
be branded with “g great Roman R” on the left shoulder. “The

delivered to the Governor of the East India Company, to be
transported to the East Indies'™ In 1619, we come across the
first record of the actual transportation of convicts, when a
“hundred dissolute Persons were sent to Virginia.” Cromwell set
the example of transporting political prisoners when he sold
i to slavery in the West Indies,
the followers of Monmouth in
his rebellion of 1685 who escaped execution,

It was in 1718, however, that transportation was systematised
and regulated by an Act of Parliament, Ordin
had not been effective in preventing «
offences of the kind,” reads the breamble, and

have full control of them for seven years. An added reason for
the measure was given, that “in many of His Majesty's colonics
and plantations in America there Was great want of servants,
who by their labor and industry might be the means of improving
and making them more useful to the nation.” Contractors, being
given “a property and interest in the service of such offenders,”

3 55
CONVICTS MEAN PROFITS 1
anters and others in
id, sell them to pll.m ‘ :
were.abIE ll?(!e alk;gcac'}:le slaves and remained sl‘_aws ti;},nssg
Amencaf.. trrfc g’ransportahon had expired. So -(]let Etﬁzu e
I,ermro m letting “their left hand know “f a i .frecdom
;efram' fT:D d at the very time when they assmted_ e
i dl,d’lif:es pbrought to England from the r_-o}.mut("s,,1 fm: biei
" Iﬁ'te convicts under sentence pf transpm;a 1031Lyment =
ported'lwsl in America. The sum received waqft -etggjr s
i Sb‘tL‘ - 's and captains of the transport ships 01nd il
- OWDG} and it is said that the whitelslaves a kgt
ande rsl:::i,tu work together on the plantahgn;,eil:g“:(veTnnspDP
e i disobedi 7 a
i h for idleness or Gl
gt oo ieved the Government of an
i ‘e, not only relieve / : A
e tl?teisiglslso a source of profit. This l_ucrai:]vle;n‘?es Sl
hUrdel, 1d erforce, to cease when the Amgrlcanl e
_fﬂlﬂe h(?el,mtp Instea‘m of profits out of 1ts£hcl;m11t v:'as It
i : ad then to feed and clothe them. e
?Ove;nmsglzssihmpler and easier, and certainly less expe %
ound m
hang instead of to feed and to clothe. R
1s became overcrowded and tl_lreatened .l;uhn Ay
t G’tife population. It was the period whel:: e
i tigating the conditions of the gao e
T ot to survey the sumptuousnesstgf 1.:;1.3 pths’ S i
Europe, n N nts
3 but to dive Rrityrenasio
liness of temples; . . . bul L :
mansions of sorro el
e szw;?mtegiions of misery, depression hil::mz gLl
ga_ug_e antigatmns of prisons, begun when he s i
s d continued all over England, wer Lenstania o
B:rd?:r?inaénpublic opinion to their hormr:l.w;:a;dded ,t b2y
: bullying—
rowding, cold, y oo o
nce of st o i, shnt, 08 T 1
i i ison—the a
rison g
g ggne::r?':g: lfr;ulj'xd that it could ngta::ir?:h;l: i
by M forget them. Howar
A f Commons was
Ll the 18th century House 0
: i i igati Clearly something
RO e mittees of investigation. i
i ?p‘:aim;:ﬁer the number of thn.\st::J extlalc;;;;fiu w::ﬂspnﬂ
B R lse some new place W v
ta b IS 5 et,o be found. It never ac-.curre_ﬂ to f:: bt
canvigha WOMIS B that their inma

ols and ensure had
mel e er?gl::g agl: freedom to live in a country where they o
given the I

only to die or to become “criminals” Instead
been free

» gee note at end of this chapter.
++ Edmund Burke.




156 GOOSE OFF THE COMMON

remedying the conditions which created the eri

minals, successive
governments passed laws to manufacture more

In the same year that Matra’s proposal to colonise New South
Wales was put forward, an Act was passed authorising the
lransference of conviets from the gaols to the hulks on the
Thames. The hulks had been used since 1775 and, in 15 years,
8000 conviets had been sentenced to hard labor in them. The
Act of 1783 authorised a mass exodus from the gaols to the hulks
pending the transportation of those transferred. Another Act,
in 1784, gave power to the Government to designate by an Order-
in-Council other places hesides America to which convicts could
be sent. It was evident that the Government was already con-
sidering the resumption of transportation. It was under this
Act that, on December, 1786, the Order-in-Council was made
appointing “the eastern coast of New South Wales” g place to
which convicts could be sent.

Crimes and “crimes” for which the penalty of transportation
Wwas expressly laid down by Act of Parliament, from the time
of Charles II. to that of George III, included almost everything
from stealing fish within any water in a park, paddock, orchard
or yard® to solemnising matrimony without banns or license.”
Quakers” who for the third time denied an oath to be lawful
or assembled themselves together under pretence of joining in
religious worship: persons who exported wool without paying
the sums recovered against them,” persons who entered a park
and killed or wounded a deer without the consent of the owner;"
bersons who “stole” or intended to “steal” a deer from an unen-
closed forest; ministers of the Episcopal Church of Scotland

who carried on their functions in Scotland without registering
their letters of

transported, too, those who were
notorious thieves and spoil-takers,” who stole from the rack or

“imbezzelled” H.M.’s stores to the value of 20/-" who burned
hay or corn ricks in the night time," who were Builty of larceny,”
who, having been convicted of perjury or forgery, afterwards
practised as attorneys,” who were convicted of perjury, subor-
nation” or of assault and design to rob* who resisted officers
when the latter were seizing wool unlawfully exported,” who stole
linen laid to be printed or bleached (death or transportation
for fourteen years),” who entered mines of black-lead to
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stroying silk or velvet in the loom or the too,
facture; purloining of a master's goods, value
a servant; personating bail; €escape from
attempting to kil Privy Councillors:
armed persons or assembling for that
mail; , Bates, weighing engines,
locks, sluices, engines for draining marshes; mutiny; desertion;
enlistment by soldiers and sailors intg foreign service.

You could, in other words, be ha
the horrors of 18th century England
desiring to live or even for attemptin,
—singled out, no doubt
kill a Privy Councillor,

—but you couldq not be hanged for
the people.

s for their manu-
forty shillingg, by
Prison in certain cases;
sacrilege; smuggling by

The Coalition Government to whi
Posals remained in office only until December, 1783.

was done by it and Matra approached its Successor—the Pitt
Government, which held office unti] 1801,
from January, 1784, til June,

Sydney, was the Secretary of State by whose

ch Matra submitteq his pro-

* Thomas Townshend was raised to the peerage in March, 1783, taking
the title, Baron Sydney of Chislehurst,

In June, 1789, he became Viscount
Sydney. He had been Secretary of State for Home
shur)t-lhred Ministry of Lord Bhel{urne. 1782-3.
p. 2

"% When New South Wales was founded, colon
of the Home Department, In 1660, a Gouncil of Forelgn Plantations had
been set up by Charles 1T, Twelve years later, this Counci] amalgamated
with the Council of h

to for Council of Trag i
In 1768, a B:n;tla:.earyahip of State for the & IR
u Cao

ial matters were {1 charge

e ment. In

ntations was reviyeq

i i ntoty ATOE s Sl it 102 o, the
arbment o G

i el e o, e ey M 6 ot
—Tremaine until 1854, when ; !

the Colonies was created, (Barton, pp, 559-5‘1)_&01'3 o) atg,l:_a for
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Frinces and lords may flourish, or may fade—
A breath can make them, as a breath has made;
But a bold peasantry, their country’'s pride,
When once destroyed, can never he supplied,

A time there was e'er England’s griefs began,

aided by their representatives in parliament, uprooteq from the
soil and rendered homeless, His language is not melodramatic
—it but gives the sober truth!

If to the city sped, what Waits him there?

To see profusion that he must not share;
To see ten thousand baneful arts combinedq
To pamper luxury, and thin mankind;

To see those joys the sons of Dleasure know
Extorted from his fellow-creatures' woe,
Here while the courtier glitters in brocade,
There the pale artist plies the sickly trade;

There the black gibbet Blooms beside the wa

And if not to the gibbet, then the disinherited find their way

=+ - To distant climes, 5 dreary scene
Where half the convex world intrudes between,

The enclosure movement was the Process of expropriating the
small farmers, Around the early eighteenth century village—
4s in previous centuries—most of the land was “common” land, .

held jnalienably by the village as a whole for centuries, and the
| tommon woodland or Wwaste. The cultivation of the fields, what
| was to be 50Wn, which fields were to remain fallow—such ques-
i t:ol"ls_ were decided by a village Jury. Ambitious landowners,
desiring to CAITY on farming on 3 big seale, sought to get the
common lands into thejr own hands. And they were able to do
‘ as they wished, for Parliament wag theirs—“ane interest is
i supreme throughout England, Supreme in Parlia.menl:, supreme
In the country."= ap impetus was given to the process by the
influx into the country of rich manufacturers whe wished to
become country Bentlemen, ang a the same time apply their
(3







