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-Historical IntroductiontoL. L. Sharkey’s
"Notes on the History of The
Australian Communist Party”’

By E. W. CAMPBELL

L. L. Sharkey’s notes on the Australian Communist Party can
be better understood and appreciatea’ if they are studied against
the general historical background of the Australian Labor Move-

t.

It is the object of this introduction to provide a brief and
connected picture of the development of the Labor Movement
prior to the rise of the Communist Party.

To facilitate the use of this pamphlet for study the Introduction

& has been divided into three sections; L. L. Sharkey's notes will form
a fourth section; and a series of Questions for Discussion have
been appended to each.

The Rise and Development of Trade Unionism in Australia
; (1850-1890)

TRADE. Unionism was introduced in Australia in the 1850's
1 Lfter the abolition of convictism in N.S.W. It was estab-
lished in the main by non-socialist British workmen “who left
England at a time when Liberal-Labor politics held almost
unchallenged sway.” e

Pioneering Unions were Friendly Society of Carpenters and

Joiners i(1845), Operative Masons’ Society (1850), and Amal-
gamated Society of Engineers (1852). These were craft unions

- based on the British pattern. s
: The first major struggle waged b

e 8-hour d: ‘Former Char
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trade union agitation. It later gave an im | [
: : petus to Trade Unionismy
when the gold rush had subsided and the labor market El:cf:ﬂ
me

less favourable to the workers. Th i
> e latter combined i
to keep up the rate of wages. e

Economic and political oppression, i.e. i
:Ell']d the? high handed and tyrannical methoasthoef l:l}f:n:fxthsys??m
in dealing with the “‘diggers” evoked a rebellion on theomlr;
fields. A, Reform League was formed at Ballarat to £ htg(;
the abolition of the licence fee, reform of the system ff (l}é
fields administration and certain political demands adapted fgo
the British People’s Charter—Manhood suffrage, payrnentm::;

members and abolition of the propert li i
: v gualificatio
of Parliament, etc. A i

i _Unde}: extreme provocation, on December 3rd, 1854, the
diggers' revolted at Ballarat. A log palisade was thrown 1
and the “Republic of Victoria” proclaimed. The rebellion waI;
crushed: by police and soldiers next day, but nearly all the
demands made by the ‘diggers” were subsequently granted.

Eureka merged with the stru i
me gele for the B-hour day in enrichi
the traditions of Australian labor. i it

When Company mining became the rule and the *'di G
lost their independent status to become wage-laboureitggizl:al
unions made their appearance on the various fields. In 1874
twelve such bodies merged to form the Amalgamated Miners'
Association of Victoria (later Australasia). By 1886 the AM.A,
liad 51. branches and more than 13,000 members. It had waged

'f? strikes and only lost one. In 1886 the General Secretary
(\:-/_ the_ A.M.A. helped to organise the shearers in N.S.W. and
hltéloglza. Three years later the Amalgamated Shearers’ Union
]aa $ S}“EOO rpernl?ers. It later joined forces with the Queens-
m';tel ebarers Union which had a membership of 11,000 (ulti-
i y became the AW.U.). In the first three years of its

’ ence the Amalgamated Shearers’ Union waged 3180 strikes
and forced recognition on most of the squatters. %

In 1874 the Seamen's Unio i
ns were formed Syd d
rﬂelbqurge. In 1882 Waterside Workers n:: S;rnclnej; ngzc:::le
wfra;me i'k Tr‘olley and Draymen and Railway and Tramway
ers likewise combined in Trade Unions. The latter had

to overcome the bitt iti
me. _bitter opposition of the colonial legi 0
Trade Unionism in the government services. I

The Federation of Trad 1 .
g races Unions preceded the F i
of the Colonies in Australia. By the middﬁie';ght{e: th:dve:iteﬁl i

unions i h i : .
g5 Tradl:ae:: 1 i-"f‘;’::“élo centre were associated in Trades Hall

T oo B uncils and closely knit Federal Unions
Pastoral Wt::rla;er: g:{arl:ea wide range of key industries. The

whose total membership nw:fdammﬂ;o‘%ra PIASIES. LB

From 1884 Intercolonial Trade Union Congresses were held
almost annually and a suggestion was made in 1889 to establish
an all-Australian directing body. Main discussions at these Con-
gresses centred around gaining redress for economic grievances
common to workers of all colonies. Undue stress was laid on
the defensive aspect of trade unionism while Socialist aims were
decried. The watchword of the movement at this time was
“Defence and not Defiance.”

The Trade Unions were not altogether indifferent towards
politics (in the narrower sense). Extensive lobbying was carried
out among bourgeois politicians and some working class candi-
dates were actually put forward and elected. But the idea of
a separate workers' party had not yet reached maturity.

Trade Union pressure on the Parliaments facilitated the:
passage of Trade Union Acts, which legalised the unions, protected
their funds and made them competent to make contracts on
behalf of their members. It also influenced legislation like the
Victorian Shops and Factories Act and the Employers’ Liability
Act. :

The economic organisation of the workers evoked parallel
organisations among the employers (the latter were already organ-
ised politically in the various legislatures of the colonies). In
1878 eighteen Steamship Companies came together to form the
Steamship Owners’ Association of Australasia. This body joined
with the Boot Manufacturers’ Association in Victoria, setting up
the nucleus of an Employers’ Association in 1879. An Employ-
ers’ Union was formed in N.S.W. in 1888, while Pastoralists’
Unions were set up in subsequent years in the various colonies.
In 1890 the Pastoralists’ Unions united in a Federal Council.

The lines of class demarcation were becoming clearer in
the new country. The struggle was moving towards a new
phase. This was recognised on both sides and was most clearly
expressed in a nofice served on the Shipowners  Association by
the Searnen's Union in January, 1886. The seamen had refused
to man ships carrying free labor to break a Waterside Workers™
strike then in process and they informed the Shipowners thus,
“We are compelled to take this course owing to the struggle
having assumed a new phase, viz., Capital v Labor.”

Summing up: Trade Unionism, originating in the spontaneous
attempts of the workers to do away with competition and to
better their conditions, was, by 1890, firmly established in Aus-
tralia. In most of the key industries strong, well functioning
organisations had been built. Although the first unions had been
based on the British craft pattern loeal conditions soon compelled

the workers to go beyond this form. Amalgamated unions like

the Miners' and Shearers’ drew the semi-skilled and the un-
skilled workers into the movement. Victorious strikes had wern

r
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valuable economic concessions, notably i 8-hour day, and had R
. and ha

forced legal recognition of the Trade Unions.

ience in the class struggie. Through i

. . gh Amalgamations, F i
Labgr Councils and Intercolonial Congresses, the‘uneiﬂemtmm"
moving towards consolidation of the labor ¢ ool

X mo
national scale. vemsnt. ungs

is shows how true o

E Th h _I-; was the observation made

by Marx that “the trade unions, without eing aware of it, he-
b a , be

come the focal points for the organisation of the working class.”

So far the development of the labor movement in Australi
had- been spontaneous, and was not yet closely connected 1:'1;
Sou.al:‘sm. This represented a serious weakness. “lsolated f .
Socialism the labor movement becomes petty, and inev'trlc::in
becomes bpurgeois," wrote Lenin. “The spontaneous l]ab!'r
movement is pure and simple Trade Unionism, and trade un'oa' .
mealj:s“the ideclogical enslavement of the workers to Lhe]bnc:im
geosie. Australian workers in the 'nineties had still to ]ealrl:
that T_he_ struggle for high wages and short hours etc., is not
an end in itself, but a means, a very necessary and eﬁectiv; means
l:!ut only one of several means towards a higher end; the abo]i)-
tion of the wages system altogether.” (Engels). ; They had
still to be brought to a realisation and understanding that At
1he' side of or above the unions of special trades there must
spring up a general union, a political organisation of the work-
ing class as a whole”” (Engels).

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
When did Trade Unions first develop in Australia?

2. Why was there no significant development before the 1850's?
34 :x;hfl:e W'F:ac;teUiriitnfri;atA?,;;ﬁ-Zt{?:; to occupy the attention
4. h\/‘;/‘i'l::rgzﬂlt.l;nce did Chartism have on the early Trade Upion
5. i::r;:;i when did unionism extend to the miners and
6. :ix;::?éc::::e?o:h:h :eE:Ei;nMa;tvel;L;?:;a, and what was its
4 -

. How did the Trad i
e U i i
organisation of the wor;:;:;mc;:z:;’mc foeal Roinin ot iy

8. What attitude did em

ures did they take? ployers adopt and what counter meas-

. Wh i |
. h:t was the 'attltude of Trade Unions towards Parliament?
. t was their attitude towards Socialiem?

: Th
also provided the workers with valuable, though |ir§?§edﬂr:ggles
1+ EXper-

=l
e
bt

TS Yot ey T S R

The Rise and Development of the Labor Party in Australia

(1890-1914)

THL long period of prosperity enjoyed by Australian capitalism
was interrupted by economic crisis in 1890. The policy
of concessions gave way to a policy of attack on trade unionism,
wages and conditions. This precipitated the series of strikes and
lock-outs, 1890-94, which represented the first great general con-
flict between Labor and Capital.

The workers were defeated chiefly because the employers
were organised politically as well as economically. Besides
their Employers’ Associations they had at their disposal the
State power, which they used to smash the strike. The workers
were not organised politically. They had only their trade unions.
These had been effective in the guerrilla warfare of the past, but
now revealed their serious limitations in the first big pitched
battle with the employing class as a whole. The trade unions
lacked the cohesion which marked the employers’ organisations.
There was no centralised, authoritative directing body. More-
over, the unions were led by people who had no scientific Socialist
understanding and whose guiding principle was ‘‘Defence and not
Defiance.”

One positive outcome of the 1890 defeat was the formation
of a mass Labor Party. ‘‘The first step of importance for every
country newly entering the movement is always the organisation
of the workers as an independent political Party, no matter how,
so long as it is a distinct workers' party” (Engels).

However, to become really separate from the bourgeoisie,
and to preserve its independent working class character, such a
Party must acquire a scientific Socialist outlook. William Lane
and others tried, without success, to have the Labor Party adopt
a Socialist objective. Conditions were not yet ripe for this.
*‘Marxism is more easily, more quickly, more fully and firmly
mastered by the working class and its ideologists in conditions
of the greatest development of big industry’” (Lenin: “What is
to be Done."") . :

Big industry had not yet made its appearance in Australia.
Nevertheless, it was bound to develop as Capitalism developed,
and it was the task of the Socialists to remain within the mass
movement to help the workers learn from their mistakes and to
bring them onto the correct path of struggle for Socialism.

Australian Socialists, who -were more utopian than Marxist,
failed to carry out this task. Lane departed for South America
in 1893 and the Socialist League soon afterwards withdrew from
the Labor Party. Socialism became isolated from the mass
movement and both were weakened in consequence.




Instead of developing as a Socialist Workers’ Party the A
developed as a liberal bourgeois party, carrying outyin ;\ LP
the measures enacted by the Liberal Capitalist partie: o
countries. The Labor Party has to concern itself wit}? én elds
ing and strengthening the country and with creatin Evelop-
Government. In Australia the Labor Party has l:logna l:mtr.al
ot]?er countries was done by the Liberals, namely inlfo:iv o
uniform Customs Tariff, a uniform Federation Act e
Land Tax, and uniform Factory Acts” " (Lenin). S

5
H
H

Labor politicians and i

their supporters amon i
: . g the ref
trade union ofﬁm_ala_s seek to preserve and strengthen this foul'::ilst
gwr'ltﬂ'l characteristic of the AL.P. They vigorously op u:;
ocialism and endeavour to subordinate all forms of workin cI:)l
struggle to the purely Parliamentary. ol

4 ‘One of the “‘achievements™ of which the Labor Party boast
is Compulsory Arbitration. This is essentially a liberal ca ita]':
and not a working class measure. It is true that the Arl:rilt:‘rat'ul)5
systemn has contrib_uted to the numerical growth of the labor mow:
ment. Worker§ in occupations where there is usually little organ-
isation have joined Unions to get awards. But mere numiirs

count for no ing unl e m as 1 v
nless h nt h

f th t moveme a COnscious purpose

1.e., SOCIB]ISt aums.

The function of Arbitrationist legalism is to ﬁrevent strike
slfrliggles and to enforce the acceptance, by law, of a low standard
:JO tli‘:mﬁ. It will at once be seen that Arbitration is detrimental
- zf :}:{einpmer_&t of the class struggle and class consciousness

of “that genuine and fundamental _solidarity and perfected
organisation necessary to the revolutionary struggle for Socialism”

(L. L. Sharkey: “The Trade Unions').

g tE':ercfe;}mn :ln the parliamentary arena, the electoral successes
3 S £u “;o.rkan tthe afivent of compulsory arbitration did not
wiee g ers to en_tlrely forego the struggles on the industrial

. conomic strikes became more frequent from 1908,

h .
‘gef:;tgc ‘-‘“101'13. began to recover from the effects of the 1890

Northern coalminers (1909), metalliferous mi
: ; . ous miners at Broken
}S‘I;Lll.ne'l'raﬁg?gmen in Brisbane (1912), and gas workers in
p inythe 90_) were among those to engage in strike action.
oo 1:. the State power was again brought into play
et e cs SAE) ‘;“' The anti-labor Wade Government in N.S.W.
gy strikepcc'l!': coercion Act through Parliament to crush the
to gaol. Th ]ebmme". leader, Peter Bowling, was railroaded
opposition t: ﬂ:' MB-p"I“"“'i"l*i were forced to make a show o
e is 1111, but their real attitude towards militant
organisers of th "‘1‘\%2 was revealed by Holman, who said: *The
can sink o e LW.W. (Bowling was a member of the LW.W.)
r swim so far as | personally am concerned.” In the

10

1913 gas strike in Syd_ney the Labor Premier, McGowen, threat-
ened to replace the strikers with scabs if they didn't capitulate.

This brought the discontent, which had been long gathering
among the rank and file of the Labor Party, to a head. McGowen
resigned to make way for Holman. Holman sought a way out
by demanding “‘greater freedom of action”’ for the parliamentar-
jans, and “less control’’ by the Annual Conference and the Execu-
tives. There ensued one of those internal conflicts which char-
acterise the history of the Labor Party.

These struggles are rooted in the contradiction between the
middle class character and outlook of the Labor Party and its
mass basis in the trade union movement. Periodically, the mem-
bership, expressing an instinctive desire to free the movement
of bourgeois influences and to bring it onto the correct path,
have revolted against the leadership. However, chiefly owing
to the absence of Socialist understanding, these struggles in the
past have not succeeded. They have usually ended with the
replacement of one set of opportunists by another. It is only
in recent years that the perspective has improved in this regard.
Now we find differences within the A.L.P. tending to develop more
around questions of basic principles, with a growing left-wing
favouring a united front with the Communist Party.

SUMMING UP: The 1890 defeat turned the workers towards
politics, but these were still trade union. and not Socialist polities.
“By trade union politics is understood the common striving of all
workers to secure from the government measures for the allevia-
tion of the distress characteristic of their position, but which do
not abolish that position, 1.e., which do not remove the subjection
of labor to capital.” (Lenin, “"What is to be Done.”)

The Socialist League was quite wrong in thinking that the
Labor Party had only to be formed to automatically develop inte
a Socialist Labor Party. On the contrary, it was bound to develop
into a bourgeois Labor Party if the Socialists failed, as they did, to
consciously work against this tendency.

The Australian workers made a “mistake’” in rejecting Social-
ism in 1890. The socialists made a “‘mistake’’ in isolating them-
selves from the mass movement. Both the mass movement and
Socialism were weakened in conseguence, and both made many
more ‘‘mistakes’”’ in the following years.

However, the long period of reformist domination has op_aneﬂ
the eyes of many workers, who have learned from bitter experience
that the path to their emancipation does not lie through bourgeois
parliaments.

|




QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What were the basic causes of the big strikes in 1890.94 . | The IWW subscribed to the theories of anarcho-syndicalism,
2. Why were the workers defeated? : | ?frljn)arc}l:tb':'a?z ummomsm f( sind‘iif_lte o anclh tl:rm El(:r
3‘ : E ) el H ief summary of the "direct actionist’” outlo ot
" :fhat conclusions were drawn by participants? . : 1. W.W. can be paraphrased as follows:— utlook of the
5. wlwtwas the Lal?or.Party founded? : b - (a) Capitalism is heading towards automatic collapse.

" at program did it adopt? ; (b) Th‘e task of the workers is to hasten this collapse by
6. W!mt‘attempts were made to give the Part 1 - iizilecs; mabotage, elow working, Ste-

objective? arty a Socialist | (c) Craf i i
: & : c raft unions are obsolete and must be scrapped in favour

7. Why did these fail? . of new industrial unions.

|
.

(d) All forms of State power, including proletarian, are an
abomination and must be abolished forthwith.

ol

How did Lenin characterise the A.L.P.?  ’

. What events in the hi i
e in the history of the Labor Party confirm Lenin's

=]

| (e) The gen.eral strike is the highest form of the class struggle
10. What were the achievements of the Labor Party from 1891- . S T i e

1914 and how d i i
i o you estimate them from a Socialist view-

(f) The workers should prepare for the coming collapse of
capitalism by building the foundations of the new society
“‘within the shell of the old”'; i.e., the industrial unions.
which form the organs of struggle in the present will
blossom forth as production syndicates, organs of admin-
istration, in the future society-
From this it can be seen how the LW.W. departed from
Marxism in—
(a) lts attitude to political struggle.
(b) lts attitude to the State.
(c) lts attitude towards the formation of a revolutionary poli-
N ‘ tical party. The LW.W. rejected the need for such a
Party. All it aimed at was one big union of industrial
workers, repudiating political and concentrating on
economic struggle. b :
The LW.W. grew rapidly on the basis of its opposition to
_the war and its denunciation of reformism. But because of its
one-sidedness and sectarianism, because of its thepretii:a and
organisational shortcomings, it was nable to mobilise the masses <
for a Socialist way out of the war and was incapable of providi
" a satisfactory alternative to reformism. hen attacked
Government jt proved unable to wage 2 political strugg
went under. ’ By '
'In_Fébfual_ry,--l'-g_lfr', the Austral
Jatriotic orgar ﬁgy ith which

‘Tlle Rise and Fall of Anarcho-Syndicali i i
“914_1919)?1 icalism in Australia

THEvattm.;‘c!e of the Aust_ralian Labor Party to the imperialist i
ar which broke out in August, 1914, was in every respect

similar to th i !
banyecloso :lta li‘:f-n l.'.he parties of the Second International which

In its election manifesto (Sej . 1
; pt. 15) the A.L.P. st ol
is one of the greatest realities of life and must be l;:t::g .. Wal; 4

1eturned with a majority ill

jority we will pursue with th igor
vt e e utmost wvigor
b E’ ire.” cessary for the defence of the Commonwealth and

The Labor Government wa |
ent was, returned with :ajori nd
Prw‘:dm;u d::g out its “Win the War” 'przgt:::::nw 'F;a
mm. fomadie were the Crimes Act and the War Precaution
These orm the basis of much of the present day anti

working class coercive legislation.

No working class party i s wi
took up an | ; ERs Australia with
The %ﬂ%nﬁm consistent

S e
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The opposition to Conscription influenced L
and Hughes was unable to obtain the consent
Caucus for the proposal. He decided to sub
Referendum.
favour of a "“YES" Vote.
subjected to rigid censorship,
efs arrested.

In spite of all this the Conscription 1 i
by 1,160,033 to 1,087,557. This conslt;,i]t,?zf:sas e dEfeath
tory for the labor movement. [t 1-evea|ec(il z:hselgnt;i:z:tde-
power latent_m .the working class, power which can be un]en l:uc:
by tl::e application of united front tactics. It proved th js ;
working class was able to establish an alliance with the a'd::lle
classes and successfully challenge capitalism. It is true tl:r;; the
s;lmggle_ was not directed against the war as a whole, althou }?
]t:‘e S}t‘:clahsts and the LW.W. tried to turn it in that directiog1:|

ut the workers had opposed and defeated the ruling class onl
©one important aspect concerning the conduct of the war

The Conscription struggle exposed Hu
[ ! ghes, Holman
?:::,mt I:s lagbents of the capitalist class. These traitors were dri:r::
- e labor movement. However, many more equally oppor-
unist, equally d;angerous elements, who did not openly expose
themselves at this period, remained in the Labor Party. §

# Anl:)thsr C':?nscri.pti_on referendum was held in 1917.
Ilg‘]':?t e 1;1’0 majority was increased. But the big event in
s was the N.S.W._gener_al strike which broke out in August.

egan in the Randwick Railway Workshops, when the Commiss-

ioner tried to introduce a ca; ing
T rd system of recording work i
the Unions regarded as a speed up device. T

The underlyi 3
conditns Srongh shot. by the e ke e oh e
;:;;t ﬁtigs::r cent by the middle of 1917, whereas wages had
fallen Ty 50 £ 15 per cent. This means that real wages had
Y per cent. At the same time profits were rising.

The strik, é 2
was bnuned attoRel:tf;:l‘fk' taking place under

o -:.t agil:t l:mly l:h? workshop employees were affected, but soon
20 Joate em't:m:! ‘d,omed in. From the railways and tramway :
L nded to coal mining and later to other industries.

Defence > consisting of reformist trade union o
power to confine the strike to ecor

abor politicians
?f a majority in
mit the issue to a

Th_e anti-Conscription press was
meetings were disrupted and speak-

This

Every possible step was taken to load the dice in

these circumstances,

-

|
{

The cost of living had

Once again the workers were defeated, chiefly by the same
means employed in the '90’s. The unions also suffered from the
same basic defects... ‘‘Defence and not Defiance’ was still the
watchword of the movement. The workers found that the poli-
tical party which they had created after the defeat of 1890 was
more a hindrance than a help to them in this struggle, because
of its subordination to capitalist influences. The main activities
of the Labor politicians were directed towards the dampening
down of the struggle and getting the strikers to return to work.

In summarising the history of the war period we see that the
Australian Labor movement was given the opportunity to
thoroughly test the two extremes—Reformism and revolutionary
syndicalism. Both proved their futility, because both are the pro-
ducts of spontaneity, which condemns the labor movement to
bourgeois domination.

The common source of reformism and syndicalism is re-
vealed by Lenin: “Both anarcho-syndicalism and reformism must
be considered as the direct product of bourgeois world outlook.
They both seize upon one side of the labor movement, raise this
one sidedness to a theory and declare as mutually exclusive such
tendencies or features of the labor movement as form the specific
peculiarity of one or other period of one or other of the conditions
of activity of the working class. Both the reformists and the
syndicalists hinder the most important and urgent business of
uniting the workers in big, strong organisations, capable of func-
tioning well under all circumstances, imbued with the spirit of
class struggle, clearly recognising their aims and trained in the
real Marxist world outlook.” Their own experience plus the in-
fuence of the Russian revolution caused the Australian working
class to turn towards the formation of such a Party in post-war
years.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What attitude did the Labor Party adopt towards the Im-
perialist War? biiin
2. What effect had the war on wages and conditions?

3. How and when did the LW.W. make its appearance in

Australia? : { ; b
What were the main points in thnle\V.W_.‘ progi
How did the theory and practice of the W
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9, W_hat are the chief conclusions to be drawn from the ex.
periences of the Australian workers during the first w e?é .
war? P ord .

.

An Outline of Party History

From a Lecture by L. L. Sharkey to a National Party School
THE. formation of the Communist Party (October 30, 1920)

was one of the decisive revolutionary acts of the Australian
working class.  The formation of the Communist Party in
Australia was the outcome of the experience of the working class
gleaned in the struggles and growth of the labor movement from
1890 to 1920. In this period, the working class experienced the
limitations of “Liberal” labor governments and reformist trade
unjonism. It experienced the futility and bankruptey of socialist
sectarianism (_Socialist Labor. Party, Australian Socialist Party, |
etc) and anarcho-syndicalism (Industrial Workers of the World). |

The formation of the Communist Party represented the victory
of Marxism-Leninism over various petty—bourgeois—paciﬁst"'Sﬂc-
salist” theories (Victorian Socialist Party, “Peaceful Revolution,” |
“Fabianism,’ etc).

!
i
! i E 1

/ ; s 8 1 At last the Australian workers started to find the true path

. to their emancipation, i.e. along the lines of the theory and prac-
tice of Marxism-Leninism, embodied in the Communist Party.
The formation of the Communist Party was therefore one of
the historical milestones on the road of the Australian working
3 Lo e clqsa toward its liberation. g 5 L
;,- / ; ¢ ol 1 " The first four years of the Communist Party, which coincided
- : . P b ~ with the world revolutionary crisis following the imperialist world
war and the Great October Socialist Revolution in the former
Tsarist Empire, were marked by: g gk el iy %
revolutiona
e Anarche



ideas of Anarcho-Syndicalism and opportunism, and by the fact
' that the Party did not possess a theoretical organ.

One of the first campaigns conducted with fair success hy
the Communists was the Relief Campaign for the Russian famine
which resulted from the imperialist war, the imperialist interven:
tion and the blockade of Soviet Russia. This campaign was led
by the N.5.W. Labor Council and by J. B. Miles in Brisbane.
By 1923 the Party was struggling on a broad program of affili-
ation to the A.L.P. and a comprehensive trade union program.
It conducted a good campaign around the needs of the coal-
miners and the miners’ strike of that year.

This re-orientation by the Party, its turn towards the mass
working class organisations, the commencement of work in the
trade unions, marked a new decisive turn in the revolutionary
movement of this country, away from the sectarian attitude of
the L W.W. and the Socialist sects which preceded the C.P., to-
wards work in the mass proletarian organisations.

At first, big successes were achieved. The Party delegates
led important trade union conferences and had the Party’s right
to affiliation to the Labor Party recognised at the N.S.W. Labor
Party Conference in 1923, and participated in the strikes and un-
employed struggles of the time. It strongly influenced the N.S.W.
Labor Council and various trade union organisations. It initi-
ated and led the fight for the establishment of the A.C.T.U., and
its growing influence brought about the adoption of the "Social-
isation” objective by the A.L.P.

THE LIQUIDATIONIST TENDENCY

The highwater mark of this period was passed in 1922-23.
The reformist leaders, headed by Lang and Loughlin in N.S.W.,
commenced a bitter struggle against the Communists. The
AL.P. executive, despite the conference decision, removed Gar-
den and Howie, Party leaders of that time, from the N.S.W.
ALP. executive, expelled the Communists and prevented them,
by means of the anti-Communist pledge, from attending Al.Be
conferences as Union delegates in future. Similarly, the fight

i was waged against the Communists in the unions by right wing
bureaucrats. .

Tl_-u: Party received a setback. The main causes were the
organisational and numerical weakness of the Party, and the
ldeo'l;;glcal and other weaknesses of its then leadership. :
: e world revolutionary wave following the Russian Revolu-
! tmln had receded and capitalism had achieved its tempora
v relative stabilisation (1924-29) and even entered a boom period
: : s ag;m strenzth?ned reformist illusions among the masses and
s roi?zt _et:wd the right wing, and gave it a basis to consolid:
itself and deal blows to the young revolutionary movement.

R e

Party in N.S.W., forced into isolation, began to build a left wing l
in the trade unions and ran the first independent Communist 1
Parliamentary candidates in 1925. These candidates polled a |
very small vote, 300 for J. 3. Garden being the biggest vote |
recorded. 3 |
This situation caused a crisis in the leadership of the Party,
which became liquidationist. ~ G. Barrachi, who later again ratted
in the tense situation at the outbreak of the present war, moved
a motion that the Communist Party liguidate itdelf and join the
A.L.P. as individual members “‘as the organisation of the Party
in Australia was premature.”
Barrachi received little open support, but practically the whole
of the executive, including Garden, loocked on as the leader of
the Party (who was expelled), and Denford, former General
Secretary, as well as most of the candidates who stood in the
elections and others, left the Party and went over to reformism,
in most cases seeking jobs in the A.L.P. and trade unions. To
a lesser degree, the same thing happened in all the Party centres.
Many prominent former militants outside the Party organisation
acted in a similar fashion. The Left wing movement was at a
low ebb at this time.

However, the liquidationists did not put an end to the Party.
Some of the older foundation members, such as Comrades Miles,
Docker, Jeffery and others, maintained the Party together with
newer forces growing up in the Party (Wright, Sharkey and !
others). The later Right Wing-Sectarian group of Kavanagh and ‘
Jack Ryan also opposed the liquidationists at this period. The |
Party, despite everything, despite a developing new internal
crisis, survived.

The Party conducted a number of international campaigns in
the first decade of its existence. The more important of these
were the solidarity campaign with the great Chinese nationa
revolution, the ‘‘Hands off China” campaign, which expusecll the
armed violence of the British Imperialists against the Chinese
people in their efforts to crush the revolution; assistance to the
striking British seamen, many thousands of whom had left t'h'mli
ships in Australian ports, and solidarity also with th:a Britisl
General Strike in 1926, and the British miners, who continued the
strike for a lengthy period. g g

Another big campaign, in which the Party was able to sccu:;
stoppages of work at a number.of enterprises, wu_.t‘ho.t conducte :
against the electrocution of Sacco and Vanzetti in the j,,t_.,
States. 1

A considerable campaign was devoted to %%
pec g

Trade Union Secretariat, i.e., to the organisation
of the Pacific countries in an .igim.nﬁ



In 1929 the Party entered an election campaign with it ‘
candidates for the second time. The world economic crisiss g .'E
then on the way and the Labor Government in Queensland e
particularly reactionary; in conjunction with the C.I, what wil
called the "Queensland Resolution’” was worked out, w'l'\ichwu
cluded the running of candidates in that State. ]. B. ’Milea thm-
living in Queensland, left industry to become a Party fv‘1nc:ti-onae‘n 3
(the Party usually had only two paid officials, the General Secr? .
tary al_wd Editor, in its first ten years of existence) and lead thi;
campaign.

In the 1927-29 period, the Party carried on a big campaign
against the “Industrial Peace” policy of the bourgeoisie and the
reformist leaders, who were holding ‘‘peace’’ conferences; against
the Crimes Act, introduced by the Bruce Government, z‘md also
the Transport Act which was introduced after the defeat of the
Watlermders in 1928 (“Dog Collar’) and the literature ban against
Stwlet ::mdr:l overseas literature of a working class character. It
also carried on a campaign in preparation for the grea iners’
lockout (1929-30) and the Minority Movement devf]op:dlz.hg::i
campaign around the mining issues.

However, from 1926 the dominant leadership of the Pai'ty,
headed by Kavanagh, was drawing the Party away from the mass
movement. It would have nothing to do with work in the A.L.P.,
refusing to utilise oppositional and factional fights within the
Labor Party; indeed, this leadership framed a rule that “Every
Party member must declare his Party membership” in order to
prevent 'work in the ALP. On the trade union question, this
leadership declared that a Communist could only take office in
2 union when the majority of the union members accepted Comm-

unism and even then, Kavanagh declared, must return to work
after two years!

J. 5. Garden, who had been expelled, could declare with
considerable truth that the Party had isolated itself from the
mass movement of the workers. ;

ThiTh“ canker rendered the campaigns of the Party ineffective.
me:ﬂ:ect;?lamsm was opposed by a strong group in the Sydney
o ;:;I;;ngac?miades elsc\a\}rlhere. the leaders of the then
L. rticular as to the methods of maintaining their
‘I;‘;“‘;:’I-a niF_'Or the Ximas, 192?', Party Conference, they prepared
wdy gf ‘:I:.ngh new branches” in the far north of Queensland.

e whm gave a proxy vote to members of the Kavanag
oo a.p - : al;lweti at the Conference with from three to five

g w0 i Jeffery, J. Ryan and myself were remov
.C. by this means, in order to preserve the majority

of th i i i
o, e r:zi:;iii?ctmn. Nothing was ever heard of most of these

No informati b is i
Party press betw::nn I;lité ﬁg‘f; e e

R

R

struggle appeared in the
It first became public in 1929.
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The Sixth Congress of the Communist International, meeting
in Moscow in 1928, had foreseen the coming of the World Econ-
omic. crisis and had proposed measures, which were further
elaborated at the Tenth Plenum of the E.C.C.l., to meet the new
world  situation, the historic end of “temporary, relative
capitahst stabilisation.” The C.I had indicated the role reform-
ism would play in the crisis, i.e., assist the bourgeoisie in every
shape and form, resort to strike-breaking and splitting the work-
ers, etc., in order to protect capitalism.

In this new situation, it was necessary to develop the sharpest
struggle against the reformist leaders, and for ‘the Party to
independently lead the struggles of the masses. The former
sectarian leaders became part and parcel of the international
rigcht wing which had appeared in the, Communist parties at thai
¢time. Like Lovestone in the U.S.A., Kavanagh oracularly
declared that “‘Australia was an exception” (theory of "Exception-
alism'"), that it would not experience the economic crisis (although
the crisis was well advanced at this time), that “Moscow was
15,000 miles away ' and did not comprehend the situation of
Australia. Therefore, the C.C., with the exception of Moxon
and myself, refused to implement the decisions of the Sixth Con-
gress and the Tenth Plenum.

The struggle came to a head over the Federal Elections, 1929.
The minority two members of the C.C. advocated that Party
candidates be run, that the role of the Labor Party leaders, when
they became the government, of suppressing the workers and
placing the .burdens of the crisis on the backs of the masses, be
thoroughly exposed and that the Party's tactics be based on these
premises. 1he majority decided to run no candidates and to
support the Labor Party in the elections.

The struggle was carried down into the ranks of the Party.
The literature ban of the Bruce government made it difficult for
the Party members to know what the policy of the Comintern was.
The C.C. refused to publish what material on the “line” did get
into the country, and Moxon and myself published one of these
documents on our own responsibility in order to acquaint the
members with the viewpoint of our brother parties. We were
censured for this by the C'C. majority, and threatened with
expulsion if the offence was repeated. We gained the oyerwhelm-
ing support of the members, headed by Miles and Dixon, who
Wete HaE o the G s NGrbnEadt myself decided to appeal to
the E.C.C.l. against this decision and cabled Moscow, recelvin
a reply endorsing our views. A letter which followed summ
up the situation. 3

Here is an extract from the letter of the C.L to
Party members, dated October 13. 1929, which an
appeal: i R




GLARING EXAMPLE OF RIGHT OPFORTUNISM

“Consequently, the decision of the majority of your C.C
to support t‘he Labor Party in the last elections is a glaring exam;‘]; ;
of grave Right deviation deserving the severest condemnation

“The whole policy of the Party finds its crowning expression

in the following statement of the "Workers’ W :
o e orkers eekly’ (August 2,

‘In this country there will be no strike on August 1. Not
that Australian workers have less need than our fellow
workers in Europe to demonstrate against imperialist war
and the warmongers, but that in this country the lines of the
struggle have not yet become so clear and the working class

is only beginning to realise that its enemy is capitalism and

the capitalist State.

‘The task of Militants in this country is not yet to lead the
working class in a direct challenge to capitalism, but t
popularise the basic ideas of the class struggle amongst the
workers, their wives and children.’

“To this we would add the following passage from the reso- 1
Jution passed at your last Party Conference in December, 1928: y

“We must not lose sight of the fact that the way to the C.P.
leads through this Left wing . . . not because we want it

Poae, 5

to transfer these masses directly from the path of reformism
and Lal_)or Party lllusio.ns to our own revolutionary ideoclogy 3
and action, but because these masses still hesitate to do so. &
This transformation is not effected through political miracles,

nor will we accomplish it through virtuous isolation of the
C.P. fmm‘the masses, but it is a long and difficult process 1
whose various phases we must help in speeding up.’ A

& It must be said that such statements border on liquidatorism. ]
ey are a denial of the elementary principles of the role and

iuncnon’s of the Communist Party as laid down by the Communist
International. 3 7

B thln gne light of these statements the decided Right deviation
~db e orlm_numst Party of Australia becomes comprehensible.
contso explains why the Party still has such poor organisational
roadaits with the masses and why it has made no headway on the
owards becoming a Mass Party of the working class.
"Apparently, the Part i i S &

; y regards itself as being merely a
ﬂ::‘i’:ﬁ:;d; body and as a sort of adjunct to the Left Wing of
e ComaTtY.'whereau our conception of the role and functions
e cln::“::::; tEaft}'.:l_that it should be the leader of the
4 g g ol e principal driving force in its political and
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“Instead of this the Communist Party of Australia is content
to trail behind the working class and to preach to "The workers,
their' wives and children.” The Party grossly underestimates the
intensity of the class struggle in Australia and fails to appreciate
its role in this struggle.

*“Clearly, as long as this state of affairs continues it is hopeless
to expect the Communist Party of Australia to be anything more
than a relative handful of propagandists . . . however ardent . . -
isolated from the masses.

“We earnestly urge you, and the whole of the Party mem-
bership, to submit your policy and tactics to a thorough over-
hauling, and we are convinced that, if you really have the cause
of Communism at heart, you will Yadically alter your course and
henceforth pursue the line of the Communist International.”

At the following Party Congress, Xmas 1929, the Rightwing
leadership of J. Kavanagh, J. Ryan and E. Higgins. then editor
of the “Workers' Weekly,” was overwhelmingly defeated and a
new C.C. elected,

Kavanagh and other right wing leaders published declara-
tions repudiating their errors and promising loyal adherence to
Party decisions. Despite pledges, factional opposition to the
C.C. was continued, which unitmately led to the expulsion of
Kavanagh and Ryan from the Party.

The new C.C. commenced to act energetically at once. Or-
ganisers were despatched to the coalfields, where the lock-out had
been proceeding for nine months, without the semblance of action
by the right wing C.C., other than material in the '"Workers’
Weekly." The Party raised the slogan of “All out” in the
mining industry to assist the locked out men in the northern
N.S.W. coalfield. It set about organising rank and file strike
committees and vigorously exposed the reformist officials of the
Union, and the Scullin Labor Government, which had p.rornised
to “open the pits” in its election propaganda, but, despite large
financial donations by the miners to its election fund, had cynic-
ally dishonored its promise and supported the coal barons.

The strugele in the coalfields became intense. The N:S.W-
government, the coalowners and the police chiefs ‘began a reign
of terror,  Arrests, gaolings, batonings, the raiding of miners
homes and other forms of intimidation against the miners wete
practised on a large scale. The Party and militant miners began
to organise a Workers' Defence Corps, in reply. 4

The government of Bavin then placed “'scabs” in the mine
at Rothbury. This resulted in a general march of the vﬁhﬂ!‘.
to the pit, where the police opened fire wi'-'htlm: revolvers,
killing one miner and injuring a number of gnhpn- ;




s
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The Party’s fight for a general stoppage was sabotaged b
the reformists who eventually forced the miners back to oni
on the terms of the owners and the government,

This campaign laid the foundations of the Party's influence
among the miners, and led to the election of Orr and Nelson and
the strong position the Party still holds in the miners' organisa-
tions. Had the right wing C.C. been removed eatlier, the victo
of the miners might have been secured. . i

The right wing “theory’ of “Exceptionalism’ was refuted and
the line of the C.I. and the new C.C. was confirmed with a ven-
zeance. The economic crisis was now raging at its height. At
least half a million were unemployed. The Party commenced
to organise the unemployed in the Unemployed Workers' Move-
ment !U.W.M.). The campaign of the unemployed was directed
at an increase in the "'dole,”” a rent allowance, provision of work
at award rates, and against evictions, etc.

lp every city and large industrial town there were unemployed
meetings and demonstrations. Lang was now in office in N.S.W.
and, besides the Federal Labor Government, there were also*
Labc_n' administrations in Victoria (Hogan), S.A. (Hill), and Tas-
mania. These Labor governments commenced a reign' of terror
against the unemployed. Processions of the unemployed were
everyw_here batoned and anti-evictionists, who barricaded them-
selves in the homes of threatened workers, were forcibly ejected
by the polic.e with batons and sometimes drawn revolvers. Num-
‘be:rs‘were injured in these conflicts. Lang excelled in this
bashing of the unemployed, and there were more workers.in
ga?l fog political offences at this period under Lang than ever
aega?:;zl Th?f;\:{(']esg Hogg:l ar!;d Hill vied with Lang in violence
e o, as did the Tory governments of Queensland
el i €ver, concessions were often won and the Party
gty o;:itrecogpl_tlon among the workers and grew rapidly
ey crrms a:ﬁtwnty among the unemployed. Of Leftist and
s lh: . Treﬂg}'ere .Flenty' of examples; such as cases
Pasty speaifera ofto e “black, _ and in relation to the police, when
o o e bl;:‘;ntagomsed.the rank and file police instead

at the police chiefs and the governments.

The new C.C st abuiit establishing the first factory branches

and, after its first
fter vear of office, was able t
membership had increased fourfold. R

The
-l!!’engthe(;.ic. als? ?Once‘ntrat:ed on work in the Trade Unions; the
£iving mannglod ractions in the Labor Councils and unions,
ke S ol it e were sy organing
. & 1ttees, sho i I -
¥, if often in a somewhat Left L immiiaes stid v ETHE

wing bureaucracy. The Party at this peri
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ist fashion, combating the right
od conducted activi-

I
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ities too manifold to be recounted in detail. Much was done to
popularise the Soviet Union and the Five Year Plan at this time.

H. Moxon, who became General Secretary following the
removal of the right wing from the leadership of the Party,
revealed his own policies as Left-adventurism mixed with right
wing errors. This led to a breach with the C.C. and Moxon's
removal from the General Secretaryship and subsequent expulsion.

Comrade Miles was elected General Secretary in 1931, trans-
ferring from Brisbane, where he had headed the Party organisa-
tion, to Sydney, and | had succeeded E. Higgins as editor of the
“Workers' Weekly."”

THE LABOR GOVERNMENTS ORGANISE THE CAPITALIST
OFFENSIVE

The analysis of those opposed to the right wing, that is, that
the A.L.P. in office during the ‘‘depression” would further organise
and develop the capitalist offensive commenced by the Bruce-
Page government in 1928-29, was borne out in full.

This offensive was preceded by the “Industrial Peace” cam-
paign of the bourgeoisie and the reformists, based on what was
called "Mondism’' in Britain, and "Fordism'' in the US.A. The
favourite theme of the reformists then was that "Ford had refuted
Marx.” Four big bankers came from England with “‘Industrial
Peace’ talk on their lips, but in reality to organise the attack on
the Australian masses and their living standards.

The Party had considerable success in fighting against the
“*Big Four' and the fake ‘Industrial Peace”” campaign, despite
its being sponsored by Garden, then at the height of his power
in the trade unions, and by the reformist leaders in general. * We
influenced the Sydney Labor Council and other important organ-
isations to reject it and popularised the slogan "Class against
Class.” The “Big Four” were later followed by Sir Otto Nie-
meyer, who demanded that the Australian bourgeoisie and the
reformists set their house in order, that is, destroy labor conditions
and living standards, in order to meet their “obligations™ to the
British bankers by the payment of vast sums of interest and other
moneys “owed’ to the London parasites. :

The voice of the masters was heeded by the Scullin-Theodore
government, who put the capitalist economic experts to work
formulating a plan for the economic offensive against the masses.
Scullin and Theodore called together the State Premiers (Pre-
miers’ Conference) to discuss and adopt this “plan’’ which became
known as the “Premiers’ Plan.”

The Party sounded the alarm and began an intense struggle
against the Premiers’ Plan with the slogan “Make the rich pay,”
pointing out that the aim of the Premiers’ Plan was to place
the burdens of the crisis on the backs of the poor.




Lang, N.S.W. Premier, who was the first signatory to the
Premiers’ Plan, and chaired the meeting at which it was adopted
by the assembled Premiers and bourgeois “experts,” and wheo
hastened to put it into operation in N.S.W., commenced a dema.
gogic campaign against the Premiers’ Plan in words, and put
forward a “plan”’ of his own, the so-called Larg “plan,” the rmain
feature of which was not repudiation of debt, which the Party
advocated, but the suspension of payments to London for three
}'Ears‘

Lang largely came into prominence way back in the early
twenties by his bitter campaign against the Communists and the
militants, which assured him of plenty of capitalist press publicity
and support of the reformist Rightwing bureaucracy, who feared
and hated the Communists. All through the Party’s history this
struggle against Lang and Langism occupied a prominent. place.
This struggle now reached new heights of intensity. Lang's wordy
protests against the Premiers’ Plan, despite his brutality against
the unemployed and open breaking of strikes, won for him a
great mass following. The greatest demonstration, in size, yet
witnessed in Sydney, marched under the slogan: "Lang is Right.”

The Party was correct in pointing out that Lang himself was
a Premiers’ Planner; that his attitude was demagogic and that he
was utilising mass sentiment in order to increase his own bureau-
cratic control over the Labor Movement and to further his own
personal ambitions, such as transferring to the Federal Parlia-
ment and becoming Prime Minister of the Commonwealth. But
_the Party did not sufficiently develop proposals of its own, aim-
ing at carrying the mass movement beyond Lang, did not devel-
op united front tactics sufficiently with the masses supporting -
Lang, did not link itself with and become an integral part of this
mass movement, but was more intent on exposing Lang's treat-
ment of the unemployed, his strike-breaking, his anti-Commun-
ism and signing of the Premiers’ Plan. This often resulted in
bead-on.coﬁ?sions with the enthusiastic, though misled Langites:
It was sectarian in many respects. The exposure of Lang was 0
course a political necessity, but the language in which it was of-
ten couched was more likely to repel the Langites, and united
front tactics were often entirely neglected or incorrectly applied.
Another example of this arose in connection with the struggle
against the fascist New Guard. This organisation was formed be-
Cause‘of the fears of the ruling class of the vast mass activity of
the time, the continuous viclent conflicts between the unem-
pl"yed, and the police, strikers and the police, and the
?;mmtl_ng waves of mass discontent'and activity. Upon the
P;:;Tahon of the New Gu.ard by Colonel Eric Campbell, tl'_"
y called for a united front i fascis al
LT g i on against ascism
- mmittee to conduct the struggle politically,

RO e e

to organise the defence of working class meetings.
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The New Guards were everywhere attacking workers' meet-
ings, assaulting speakers and starting ricts. The Workers' De-
fence Corps, which had developed out of the unemployed and
anti-eviction fights, took up the challenge and fought and repelled
the New Guard attacks, and finally drove them from the streets.
The Langites, who were always splitters, and had tried to destroy
the unity of the unemployed by setting up their own organisations,
also issued a slogan of building a Labor Army under their control
to oppose the fascists. Instead of united front tactics with the
Labor Army, instead of seizing the opporunity for the organisa-
tion of the vast masses behind Lang and bringing them into the
fight against the New Guard and the bourgeosie, the Party
opposed the formation of the Labor Army.

Such were the sectarian mistakes that marred the undoubtedly
great work and devoted struggle of the Party during the struggle
against the Premiers’ Plan and the reactionary policy of the
Labor governments and pseudo-radical Langism. Despite these
mistakes, the Party membership and influence grew enormously
as a result of the Party's leadership and firm struggle during the
stormy years of the depression.

In the period of the depression, the Communist Party had
to defend its own legal position.

In 1926, the Bruce Government had amended the Crimes
Act in order to outlaw the Communists. The older “‘sedition™
clauses against “‘inciting disaffection against the Government or
Parliament’” and “to promote feelings of hostility and ill-will
between different classes of His Majesty’s subjects’” for which
one could be imprisoned for three years, were considered insufh-
cient. In 1926, clauses about “revolution,” ‘‘sabotage,'’ and
“violence’ were inserted, making illegal an organisation which
“‘encourages’’ these by its “‘constitution” or “propaganda.’” In
addition, what has been regarded as a basic principle of British
justice, the belief that an accused is innocent until proved guilty,
was reversed. The accused is guilty until proved innocent.
The “averment’ of the prosecutor is “prima facie evidence.”’

Harold Devanny was convicted and sentenced to six months’
imprisonment for asking for funds through the “Workers’
Weekly'" for the August Ist Anti-War Conference, 1932, No
less than 64 trade unions were represented at this conference.
The charge declared the Communist Party “an illegal organisa-
tion."”

A big mass campaign was waged in defence of Devanny and
the Party's legality. The High Court in December, 1932, by
a majority of five to one, quashed the conviction. So was
defeated the first attempt to ban our Party.

On numerous occasions the Party had to defend its right
to speak in public places. Scores of members have been gaoled
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or fined in the various “‘free speech” fights. In 1935

than 100 were summonsed for selling literature or collect?m
money in the Sydney Domain alone. With the support of ::'l'l:g
masses, the Party has always succeeded in vindicating its le ‘i
right as an Australian workers’ party. e

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM

The victory of fascism in Germany in 1933 and the intensified
preparations for a new world war, together with the partial
lifting of the economic crisis (‘the depression of a peculiar kindi}'
—Stalin) confronted the parties of the Communist International
with a changed situation and new tasks.

The Seventh_WorId Congress of the C.I. decided upon funda-
mental changes in Party policy and tactics, and the period from
the Seventh World Congress was dominated by the acute inter-

natio_nal situation. The Party’s main slogan became ‘‘Against
Fascism and War.”

_‘From its inception and, acting upon Lenin's injunction that
failing the success of the Socialist revolution in the main capitall
ist countries, the bourgeosie would prepare new wars . . . . the
Party had Persistently warned, organised and prepared the
workers against imperialist war. Now the struggle against the
outbreak of war was concrete and immediate.

The Party fought for an alliance with the Soviet Union and
for _lnternational collective security against the aggressors, with
particular stress on a Pacific collective security pact for the,main-
tenance of peace and the security of this country. It fought

n_tlenH?ss!y against reactionary legislation and all fascist tenden-
cies within Australia.

The ParEy initiated a boycott of Japanese goods and
*lbrgamsed strikes against the despatch of war materials to Japan.
‘:,hiame omﬁs"‘?ngly in support of Abyssinia, China and Spain,
Aun:wl?re chtmg fascist aggression. The Party organised an
o D-zlanf etachment of the International Brigade to fizht on
(Billll\?loo the SB;?anlsh Republic. A number of Party members
bight a ;ca:n'f ]!l Y".““E a‘,‘d others) gave their lives in the
P, tm:d;m ascism in Spain. The Party fiercely combated
e i:"’.‘}s policies of"tl'.l'e bourgeoisie and the reformist
de lathe Lal appeasement,” “‘non-intervention” and *‘isolation,”
ypasied ;hng 't}l‘f chief slogan of the right wing of the A.L.P.
Hitler and unich and the_Plans of Chamberlain to strengthen
for the unityp :}":]c"?wzﬂs‘::;wt'c:rman war. The Party strove
the Iir.ey hc;rzanisation ngninat.f::cilt: i:g?'lpi::r Front mpovies

n g . g, <
Con'g-r,_t,, S::ul;d :uc"“d'“g the economic crisis and the Seventh

b ihe B arty very considerably strengthened its fies wit
ovement. It played an important, and often
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leading, role in the strike struggles of miners, seamen, sugar
workers, etc. The Communists in the minefields, in conjunction
with the leading Party committee, worked out the miners’ pro-
gram and led two general strikes for its achievement.

As a result of its increased work and improved tactics in
the trade unions, the Party has won a considerable number of
important trade union positions and is one of the major forces
in the trade union movement at the present time.

In regard- to work with the A.L.P., the Party everywhere
intensified and broadened its struggle. In N.S.W., the Party
initiated and led the fight which overthrew the Lang bureaucracy
and made possible a Labor government in N.S.W., which in
turn was a main factor in bringing the Labor Party to office in
the Federal Parliament. The Party, together with the best
elements in the A.L.P., in defeating Langism, did not succeed
in completely defeating the right wing. With the assistance of
the National Rightwing, the left wing was expelled trom
N.S.W. Labor Party and a new right wing leadership was in-
stalled. However, the general results of this long and difficult
struggle in the Labor movement resulted in the coming to office
of Labor governments in N.5.'W. and at Canberra.

Besides building its contacts with the masses and more and
more becoming indissolubly linked with the mass movement, the
membership of the Party grew steadily in the period 1935-40,
although not so quickly as it had done during the depression
years. 1

The Party achieved a higher degree of organisational stabil-
ity. Our press grew, its circulation increased many times
over the 5.000 edition of the “Workers' Weekly” of the first
ten years of the Party's existence. The Party grew rapidly in
Victoria, where it had been very weak in the frst ten years,
and also in Queensland, particularly in the northern part, where
the Party had led the struggle of the canefields workers. One
of the organisational weaknesses, however, was insufficient
attention to building the Party in the factories, the key problem
of Communist organisation.

The defeat of the right wing, which represented reformist
influence in the Party, the struggle against the Leftists and
sectarians, a strong and persistent campaign against counter-
revolutionary Trotskyite ideology and the expulsion of alien
elements from the Party, led to the consolidation of the unity
of the Party around its leadership and its political line, that is,

. to a considerable ideological and political advance of the Party

membership. The Party had at last become a factor of consid-
erable importance in the national life of Australia during the ten
years 1930-40.




A feature of the growth of our Party, si

the right wing in particular, has been our t;;g::;':; i:ll'éied*?feat‘ i
;n the trade union movement. This has been one of the mt:c b
eatures of. our work among the masses. The stre }?mngeut f
position arises from the fearlessness of the Party's lngl.:l it i
the important struggles of the trade union movement elzlh M ;
ness_of the policies it has promulgated, and the ca' ity of o
]eadmg Party trade unionists. The trade unions Ia)amq}: g
important mass organisations of the working class ar:cel t1'1e i
munists must always strive to develop the good work ir: :elgto'm.

ion

to the unions which is airead becn 1 ome o
y ng som thlng Df a h‘adltlon

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE UNITED FR
LEADERSHIP OF THE WORKERO.‘oNT #he

i Dhurlng the whole course of its existence, the C.P. has fought
boe:;;u:euc:]fltfh of th; work:ngfclass.l The Communist Party argse
e inadequacy of a polic: i
by the craft un.ions. and the faaureyo?ftl:f:&f:l-:;?l:asr:m;dufteg
;‘hzworkers against .capitalisim and to their liberation. Ti{xe .Ss lf}’
bzurdemon]s.‘trated its limitations arising from its natiunal—lil.)erai
w aggc:s_ rl: arla:’cter. - The Labo_r Party does not even claim to
= ]9]3::1& !s]'t\I taurt)lri wrote sz_pm in I.m.is article, “‘In Australia,”
deve]opéd . a;ur-fx 5', he conhnuled,_ when Australia is finally
- ctgeiiwh ]ri 11111 ependent r:-apltahst State, the conditions of
e s will change, as w_lll_ also the Liberal Labor Party,
<h will make way for a Socialist Labor Party in Australia.”

A

The Communist Party i ;
g 0 y is that Workers' Part ferred t A
l«veni:l and it was faced with the fact that theyn:.:j::irt‘:r afo lkz j
orkers still supported the “Liberal” A.L.P. 3
Whilst winnin 4

it g the workers away from the “Liberal leaders,
e ot s e e ot of v wirkea
B cgg ]:5 _The Parl:v alway? strove to apply the united
Wing Cgmmunim:?'mw{-n » which _L'e“"’l expounded in his “Left
of winning over the tmaj hese tactics also accelerate the process
Party theref e majority of the workers to Communism. The

ore commenced to campaign for its own affiliation

Gt

to the A, g :
organiaaﬁul;aip;h:::{;r‘ :::e r.lght of independent propaganda and
to in N.S.W er its foundation. Affiliation was agreed

- . at the 1923 C
repudiated by Lapg_ and the :?gfl::e:?:gd the Laber Retie

the world economi S
1920-28 mic crisis, that is, more or | i :
o e Kot e baison
ront tacti 19 ntil
ir removal from the leadership at ‘:ll:e e:f]h:} IEE:'ZIS) il 1-‘_1__‘.,_ p
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The Sixth World Congress of the Communist International
faced with the oncoming world economic crisis and the changec‘!
role of the reformists, that is, their change over to the position
of organisers of the capitalist offensive, declared that in the new
situation the workers could only be united “from below” and
against the will of the reformist leaders. The Party, which at
all times carries on the ideological and practical exposure of
A.L.P. “Liberalism,”” sharpened its attack upon the Labor leaders’
policies and class collaboration tactics.

This period of “united front tactics” from below continued
from 1928-35, at the time when reformists of all countries, by
their sabotage of the mass struggles, were facilitating the spread
of fascism (''social fascism™™) and its corollary, war, and were
conducting the capitalist offensive and sabotaging the mass
struggle in defence of living standards. Then, the economic
crisis having gradually lessened, and, above all, the fascists having
been brought to power in Germany, the Seventh World Congress
of the C.I. gave the lead for a change in our united front tactics,
ie., for the closest co-operation of all workers and parties who
opposed fascism; for unity of the workers and for the People’s
Front. The People’'s Front embraced the middle-class and
smaller farmers in order to defeat fascism and prevent the out-
break of a new world war, as well as prepare the way for the
Socialist Revolution. The Communist Party, from its wvery
foundation, had warned, organised and agitated, in season and
out of season, against the new world war which was developing
among the capitalist States; it made its main slogan, especially
after the Seventh Congress, in 1935, "The struggle against fascism
and war and the defence of the Soviet Union.” This was to
be realised on the basis of the united front of the working class
and of all anti-fascists:—the People’s Front.

This was a struggle for the united front from above as well
as below, and was facilitated by the differentiations among the
leaders of reformism, sections of which came over to the side of
the fight against fascism: Spain, France, etc.

With the outbreak of the war between Britain and Germany.
the A.LP. leaders and the trade union reformists went over
to a social-chauvinist position, i.e., supported the imperialist war.
Naturally, the Party, which was whole-heartedly opposing the
imperialist war, and the plan of the appeasers to switch the war
against the US.S.R, could not enter into an alliance with the
reformists, who were in close alliance with the bourgeoisie for
the defence of British imperialism against the military challenge
from its imperialist rivals, and who supported the plans of an
anti-Soviet war. j

At the same time, the Party fought against the so-called
“National Unity'" of the bourgeoisie and the labor reformists, and
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was a big factor in preventing a coalition go

c.oa!xtnon _aimed at tying the labor organisatiin:etrc?r?]f:h Sudl- s
of |mPf:rlali5m and the crushing of the Communist ‘F‘Eiilr polis
the militant workers. Again, our united front tactics e al-ld
underwent a change, to the position of the fiercest o e
exposure of the imperialist leaders of the Labor sz‘tOSIthn b
unity from below of the workers against the imperiaﬁ;ta:i "

b

With the entry 6f the Soviet Union i
quent changed character of the wanrl t]}?;octl;:ﬁ"r:;fnia;dl;he ik
more was able to give the lead for the united front of tharty ones
class on the widest basis. The Party came out in se workin®
the Federal Labor Government on the basis of an all-i e
for the defe_at of the fascist powers and the develo men :wafr g
relations with the Soviet Union. This support pfor ntho f:ser
Government. blecause of the considerable strength of tlf Pbor
in the trade unions, and our organisational and political ;m\zl;?

is an important factor maki f ili
e ng for the.stability of the Labor

" 1;’;‘:” }]3::: stc:en thfat t]’_)e: Party has had considerable experience
g Pzﬁ :Honé) united front tactics. The tactical atttiude
- Confmms‘:tyovv\:?:h sct}l‘naenlgagers ofd_tt!'_ne A.L.\l;)hhas varied, always
: ging conditions. en the reformi

]ci:'i:\rc.i{:rgsl;o’:re condv;ctl:ng the caPitaliAsE offensive against the m::;:;
it )::lars_\‘ of the economic crisis, when the reformist leaders
Smaee e 1mpena1'1sf war, the Party denounced and fought 4

, independently giving the lead to the working class " 1

I : . : :

s nw:f”:;“ai:;“;’{dsl and situations (the fight against fascism

L ek ]_,P.t l;l’. etc.) support even for the right wing

S A h. .P. acll]ltates‘ the building of unity, facilitates
¢ g of the immediate objectives of the Labor Movement.

In its :

a PEl’sistenftli}ll:ufori o and a class policy, the Party carries on
atrugele: the teighe' ax tfhe exposure of reformism; an ideological
R BT Weak: ng .o MaerBm-LEninism to the masses; critic-
of class-collabor ?ses and tref“:he"eﬂ of reformism, of its policy
exposure of the ?}?OE a?‘d al_]‘.aﬂ“ with the bourgeoisie. The
e uni:gd tfs is facilitated by the development of mass
o ubtpgily | aocil ront basis. These experiences increase the =
among the worker. emlt\Te the growth of political consciousness v E
always be con 5 ecessarily, our criticism, which should

crete and constructive, varies in its approach, its

sharpness and co i

. ntent, in relati i
tio; & o A8 ion to the n icas
n of the united front in the given aituateicejis of pastinct K

The uni i

b ““:‘:éllef:on'f tactic renders it easier to bring the workers o

i, gt Sf?mt the capitalist class. 'The United Front,”

g ?ﬁ;‘tﬂtgl and makes easier the process of the

Commnions o maiority of the working class to the side of 8
y united front is one of the most important i

T

weapons of the Party and the working class. Therefore the
Communist Party always works for the unity of the workers,
and does not hesitate to propose unity with the leaders of reform-
ism, when conditions allow this to be done. We have not yet
achieved full unity of the working-class on the basis® of class-
struggle, of Marxism-Leninism, under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party, which is our goal.

Our struggle for the unity of the workers has proved long
and complicated, our tactics have changed from time to time,
and no doubt we have many difficult obstacles to surmount before
working-class unity, in its true sense, is realised. But we have
advanced considerably along the road towards unity!

At the Seventh World Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional, Comrade Dimitrox. emphasised the differentiation proceed-
ing within the ranks of the Social-Democratic Parties as a result
of experience in the struggle with fascism.

Dimitrov emphasised anew our aim of the unification of the
working-class within the four walls of one great, united workers’
Party.

Differentiation within the ranks of the leadership of reformism
and ‘‘Liberalism’ within the working class movement means that
the best elements can eventually join with the Communists to
form the united working class party. There is also a hard Right-
wing core, which is hopelessly bound to the bourgeoisie, which
must be fought and its influence over the masses eliminated.

These differentiations within the Australian Labor Party are
growing and Comrade Dimitrov’s standpoint applies fully to the
Australian Labor Movement..

Thus the aim of our united front tactics of uniting in one party
all the progressive elements within the.Labor Movement is being
facilitated by history itself. : !

Such a united working class movement would be invincible
|d proceed to solve all of the urgent and vital problems

and woul
of the Australian masses. The United Front is the key to labor

and national advance and the pre-condition for Socialism.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What were the conditions which gave rise to the formation
of the C.P. of A.?

2. What characterised the first two years of its existence?

3. What manoeuvres did the A.L.P. resort to in order to re-
tain its grip on the masses?

4. What is liquidationism? What changed conditions led to

its appearance in the Party?




o

. What were the major' campaigns waged by the Party j
in

the pre-depression period?

. Where was the Kavanagh leadership taking the Party?
. How were the Right-wing defeated?

‘immediate results of the new leadersbip?What .

. What were the main immediate aims of the Party in th
e

years of economic crisis?

How wer i
tactics applied then? i omefkcedicng

. What were the changed circumstances from 1933 which

brought about changes in our tactics?

new tactics? Tehias wer e

. Summarise the main aims of the Party in the immediat
Show how the realisation of these aims wiﬁ

Outline

situation.

a]t;lvance_ the struggle for the ultimate objective.
the tactics pursued and state causes for same.

Congress Report on the Work of the
Central Committee from the 12th
to the 13th Party Congress

by
L. L. SHARKEY

THE 12th Congréss of the Communist Party was held in Sydney
on November 18th, 19th and 20th, 1938.

The Congress met in a tense atmosphere of struggle against
fascist reaction and acute danger of the outbreak of world-wide
war.

The Agenda of the Congress reflected this dangerous situation,
and the resolutions that were carried defined the national and
international situation, and gave clear, direct answers to’ the
problems confronting the people.

The Agenda of the 12th Congress read:

(1) The organisation of an Australian People’s Front against

reaction.

(2) A program for peace.

(3) Build the Communist Party.

(4) Election of the Central Committee and C.C.C.

The Congress Resolutions laid down the basic lines of policy
which the Party subsequently and still today, allowing for the
great changes in world conditions, pursues. :

The resolution on the problem of combating war states:
“Australia . . . needs defensive agreements with our great demo-
cratic neighbors in the Pacific—the U.S.A. and the U.5.8.R.—and
also China, Dutch East Indies and South American States, and
chould strive to influence Empire policy along these lines . .
the Government to pursue a consistent peace policy and unite
with all countries supporting collective* action for peace.”
Because of the refusal of the ruling class and the reformists to
adopt such a policy of collective security and united action, war
‘was loosed upon the world. Because of this the line of collective
action against the fascists was only realised during the course of
the war itself. After the entry of the Soviet Union into the war,

the aim of the policy of the 12th Congress of our Party was




realised, namely, a grand coalition of nations against the
as

headed by Britain, the U.S.5.R. and the U.S. A,

The 12th Congress demanded the re
U.C.P. Government, which had followed tmhzv;illi?:; t:fe U.ARE
ment, from office. This aim, too, was realised during th:p:::“.
rse

f the war an a or Fart G vernme
o] d Lﬂb o
y ment ‘Dok ofﬁce mn Can..

cists,

The Congress Resolution emphasised
Front of the working class—C?)r:r‘:izisttheF?:t?g fo;nf:lhc gn]itel:‘d

unity—as the basic starting i i
g point for the u i
the struggle against fascism. el

and—l;?:, (i,rzng;ess adoptc;d g comprehensive plan for the defence
provement of the economic: and soci i

he 4 cial co i

the toiling masses, which has been consistently c:al'riec:lildltmns x

up to the present time. P L

The Congress decided upon a resoluti i
» . ution calling for th ild-
Sh?po;sthtehgt;mrzumst Party and the doubling of its then nferl::i)l}i-
e undamental measure for strengthening the labo
e n ﬁ meet the stern tests that lay ahead. The CCr
ed at the - 12th Congress also consistently carried out this

resolution, with the result th
' at the goal aimed at i
the Party into a mass Party is being achieved p

In i i
e ;}fmewlzfmzﬁ fcéllgwmg the_ 12th Congress, up to the out-
g By Conlg,—m:' i ol energehcallyl ?ursued the directives of
oty practicm Fv;_ry way, realising the resolutions of the
S & e, in :catlng.the appeasers and the reformist
entionists” and fighting for an anti-fascist alignment

of the democratic itali
capitalist countries with i 1

- . - t
well as anti-fascist unity within Australia s
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PARTY POLICY AT THE OUTBREAK OF THE WAR

At the outbreak of the

taad i : war, the C.C., for a bri

dev;oapne.linf;?,ir}:d appraisal of the character of the ‘]:wl::.f n\l;;:lﬁl;s
we failed to note ?l:lelptem‘? C_ampaign of hatred for fascism that
of war upon Nazi C.lmpenalut motives that led to the declaration
At the same time tifmany by the, Anglo-French Governments.
significance of the So:rrizt Eae:-n:ar{aﬂuri t‘:.".l"l]l-:’lde"tam‘l Fully 8
5 pact. e Party statement

for sup
[ port of war . :
Australian Governments, against the fascists Ly. the British €08

i . , but at the sa i i

m:::'le :lg::‘:: the appeaser Menzies ar::leCtI;T:ab:SLl;:sG f:r:rna-

o e i By, e s S

corr;ct Leninist estimation andm;:zlic?:mkly avientadt {iaelf SO

n the fi d

period, o:r g;‘tl'ltpti:;ed"f the war, the so-called "phoney” war |
ed at preventing the spread of the war and
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at l:iquidating it. At the conclusion of the Polish campaign, the
Soviet Government had associated itself with a proposal for a
peace conference. The peace proposals were rejected by the
British and French Governments, and, with the invasion of France
and the Low Countries by the Nazis, the peace slogan was no
longer tenable and we raised the slogan of the People’'s Govern-
ment. The C.C., at the head of the Party, endorsed and explained
to the masses, again and again, the true significance of the actions
of the Soviet Government in regard to Western Ukraine and White
Russia (Poland) and Finland, which were undertaken at this time.
History has proven us to be correct; these actions assisted the
defence of the U.S.S.R. and were a major factor in preventing an
invasion of Britain. A tremendous barrage of slander had been
released against the Soviet Union and the Communist Party in
regard to these actions and the Soviet-German pact. These
slanders were the ideological accompaniment of the plan to
“Suitch the War,” which reached its peak at the time of the
Red Army's military action against Mannerheim's Finnish White-
guards. An “expeditionary’’ force was about to be despatched
by the Chamberlain Government to Finland to commence hostili-
ties against the Red Army. The C.C. mobilised the Party to
fight against war with the Soviet Union, pointing out to the people
how disastrous such a war would be for democracy and progress
and for our people. However, the guick defeat of the Finnish
Whiteguards and the generous peace terms proffered by the Soviet
Government frustrated the “Guitch the War” policy.

The Party had raised the slogan of a People's Government.
The aim of a People’s Government was at once to enter into a
military alliance with the Soviet Government and to build collec-
tive security and secure peace, to put an end to Chamberlainism,
to “switch the war” policy and appeasement, and, in the event of
further fascist aggression, to conduct a people’s war against ik
There was never any question, on our part, of appeasement or
capitulation to fascism, but always the consistent application, in
difficult situations, of an anti-fascist policy, before, and during
the differing phases of this war. In England, a representative
People's Convention was assembled which endorsed a similar
program.

The Party, led by its C.C., demonstrated its adherence to
the Leninist line in a reactionary war by placing itself at the head
of the struggles of the workers. Leadership of mass political and
economic struggles was the practical application in life of the
Leninist line in regard to imperialist war. The Party, in this
sphere, too, carvied out its revolutionary tasks with honor.
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¢ THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE “"MAIN CENTRE OF

REACTION"
The 12th Congress of the Party desi ted
ernment as the main “‘centre of reaction.'I'gp?_;ontshaa];y;;:iec;;vé
e

by Menzies, who developed a full pro
of the Japangse imperialists. The C.C? engerragr:tic‘;glya;l::ase;nent
Party campaign against the appeasement policy and tlf:te th_e
dcmogratlc home policy of the Lyons, Menzies and Fadd e (%nh_
servative Governments, demanding a collective securit g
cover the Pacific and for aid to China and Spain, “in a : p;ﬂ o
the rea.mfution of the 12th Congress. The CC. lau:cflrd e
campaign for the boycott of Japanese goods,lv;*hich v(:ra: t l:he
up by the Trade Union movement and resulted in the f il
struggles of the waterside workers at Port Kembla and 53(111101-18
whoDrefuse:d to load pig and scrap iron for Japan. b

emonstrations were also organised again i
Count Von Luckner, who was given freegomSt t;hesp]r\j;;zt; [?Y:
propaganda by the reactionary government and welcomed w?tz}:
cl)é)iz:hargs by sgc;lions fnvf the bourgeoisie, whereas earlier Eglon
5 mous . i 1

o il iut:t:ali: peace apd against fascism, had been
'ljhe C.C. line demanded a Labor Government to halt the
Ieaqi'tlfanary home and foreign policies of the U.A.P.-U.C.P.
::;;atl;:on.fﬁThe leader§ of the Federal A.L.P. were very re]uct':;n;
wasaﬁ:]ya fclei at that time, recognising their own bankruptcy. It
o moaswmg af;;lovemhclmmg electoral victory in N.S.W.,
Ay B e .ptoss1 he_ by the long struggle of the Communists
povolion 44 a1:mlms s,lw ich removed the discredited Lang bureau-
s tammu : ctmlg ast the Federal A.L.P. politicians took office.
o defe:f_lsof tT:'t:,r can take a con_siderable measure of credit
e il e reaction, as consistently, for many years, we g
ey b txgosure of the U.A.P.-U.C.P. government through !
emhaia ¥ P:lm ec material and by means of public meetings, and,
ore decisively, by a whole series of practical political and

economic struggles,

The Party policy, when the character of the war changed, was

fo i i
Tc‘; al:zt;;::alﬂugﬁyp:r:urﬁ t.he Curtin Government (our policy in
o R rty National Government is explained in the

4] irecti
he direction of the 12th Party Congress for consistent struggle

to remove the main '
ce ; ’
AN —wis thete ntre of reaction—the U.A.P.-U.C.P. govern-

fore fulfilled, b £ H
U.AP. ed, but this struggle did not . The
Curtin E[::rethe bl have sought by all ti'le;man c:n c;:;:at the
miment, to instal at least the main reactionary

leaders i 4
p:lic;si:l:nfz:;ﬂ::ﬂ“mnlal Government and te change national
Soan Soaling the dmw.ni class direction. The bourgeois politic

for the bourgeoisie of the growing
a8 L ]

of the working class, and of power, in a national crisis, being even
nominally in the hands of the labor movement, Hence they
launch attack after attack upon the government and organise
provocation by industrial managements in order to create struggles
which they then endeavor to capitalise politically. 3

¢ THE PARTY IS DECLARED ILLEGAL

The Party, throughout the major part of its existence, lived
under the threat of illegality. The ruling-class has always been
opposed to a legal S

As part of the preparation for suppressing the workers in
face of the oncoming economic crisis, the Bruce Government
legislated the Crimes Amendment Act with the stated objective
of attacking the C.P. of A. The Bruce Government, however,
was deprived of office at the succeeding Federal elections, and its
successor, the Scullin Labor Party Government, did not directly
develop the attack under the Crimes Act.

After the fall of the Scullin Government, the Lyons Govern-
ment recommended the attack on the legal status of the C.P. of

A.

Harold Devanny, a Party member, was prosecuted for collect-
ing funds for an *unlawful association,”” the C.P. This prosecu-
tion having been defeated in the Courts and by strong mass
opposition, later on a similar attempt was made, this time by a
prosecution of the organisation, ~The Friends of the Soviet
Union,” which, if successful, was intended to pave the way for
the outlawingz of the Party. Once more we were successful in
averting the blow and succeeded in beating back this new attack
by the reactionary government. ) &

Immediately before the outbreak of war, the bourgeoisie and
the reformists had unloosed an unprecedented campaign of mis-
representation and slanders. This campaign was based upon the
misrepresentation of the Soviet-German pact, which they them-
selves, by theirundermining of Collective Security, by the Munich
betrayal of Czechoslovakia, and the later refusal to enter into a
military alliance with the Soviet Union at the time of the negotia-
tions in Moscow with the British Mission, had compelled the Soviet
Covernment to enter in order to avert isolation and to defeat
the policy of “'promoting a Soviet-German war.”’

It was this treacherous policy of the Chamberlain Government
that left Britain to face the Axis alone in the early part of the
war.

The campaign of slanders reached its climax at the time when
the Red Army had to take military action against the Finnish
Whiteguards of Mannerheim. The flth from the pens of such
as Souvarine, the French traitor, the Quisling Trotsky, Eugene
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Lyons, the impostor "'General Krivitsky,”” the Nazi spy, Valg
or Krebs, was widely used even in the most “respectable’ of t}:n
bourgeois Press organs. This "'ideological’ barrage aimed at the
discrediting of Communism, once and for all, in the eyes of 1he
broadest masses. It was accompanied by physical attacks 3
Party meetings and by the incitement of groups of misled sold'on
and hooligans to assault the Communists. e

; The Party had found the correct line, after the initial confy

ion, in this period of the war. It defended the Soviet Unj -
against all attacks and vigorously campaigned to expose the re .
tionary support for the Finnish Whiteguards. We attacked f}::-
reformist leaders, who were supporting the anti-Soviet and im i
ialist war policy of the bourgeoisie. o

The Party, above all, placed itself at the head of th

i t
of the worker_s. the strikes of the miners, metalworkers a‘;:l ?tigelris
The bourgeoisie learned that, under the leadership of the il

fhe C.P..could_neither be intimidated nor cajoled into desertin:
its Marxist-Leninist principles. :

It was in this difficult period, in these unfavorable circum-
stances _for us, llhat the reaction at last achieved its long-cherished
aim of illegalising the Party.

; ’On June 15th, 1940, the Party and several fraternal organ-
}:atm]ns_were prf)clalmed unlawful under the National Security
egulations. Widespread raids throughout Australia were made

by the police on that da 1
v and succeeding days on the h
Party members and supporters. gy ° Pone

m‘-eE:-.‘:]]actimg the fascist book-burn?rs, all books and other litera-

g8 ocuments found were seized by the Menzies Govern-

pssia (:,.;.nﬁ ur tpl'-iessi x_olv_as c]osed' down and the property of the Party

- f g scated. he Menzies Government had struck its blows,
ich, it believed, would destroy the C.P. in this country.

re']_nl'ne ll'eactu)nari_cs were grievously disappointed. The C.C. had
t‘:rg:::;:!t? su;;ervmed and led the preparations of the Party
Owing ?01{:25 ‘I?r ‘}"‘3 transference to conditions of illegal work.
S agreen:el te1i':.:n dcondxtlons. the Party Congress was postponed.
o g g :lu ad been reachec‘l with the Party organisations,
sinalle Cu;nr;mitteg n;elt actl'longer intervals, after agreeing that a
to meet the diﬂ‘icuc]'t '?la ing comrades direct the work, in order
continued t seu’t ilagal conditions of work, The Party
© maintain its organisational and political unity and to

reach the masses with i messa n
, ith it i i
t " i 8 ssage of atrugg]e against fascism a

* PERSECUTION

Th i
3 n:ul\:e::‘;e;n Government, in its attacks upon Australian
Emo, 1ts strivings to crush the Communist Party, despite
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its prohibitions and arrests of members, found that Communist
activity was even increasing. . .Prime Minister Menzies announced
more drastic measures for Communist Party activity, at the same
time also threatening militant Trade Union officials and workers.

Two Communists, Ratliff and Thomas, who had served a
<entence for Party activities, were seized and placed in a concen-
tration camp, without charge or trial, among Italian fascists and
Nazis. The C.C. at'once raised the alarm throughout the labor
movement and a strong campaign against these fascist tactics was
waged. The two comrades concerned commenced a hunger
strike,  which drew considerable public attention to the case. A
one-day stoppage of work in protest was called which, despite
reformist opposition, met with considerable success, being one of
the biggest political strikes the Australian proletariat has yet
waged. The Menzies Government, however, clung to its victims,
and it was only after the changed character of the war and the
arrival in office of the Curtin Government that the release of these
comrades was secured. The struggle for the release of Ratliff
and Thomas constituted a political exposure of Menzies and hast-
ened his downfall.

While the Ratliffi-Thomas case was the outstanding example
of fascist-like persecution of revolutionaries, there were numerous
arrests, about fifty in all. In W.A., the persecutions were rela-
tively the worst. The “liberalism™ and lack of proper ideological
and organisational preparation for illegality on the part of the
leadership of the Party. in that State was one of the prime causes
for the heavier losses, as well as the attitude of certain of the
reformist leaders, who acted as police informers, pointing out
the Communist activists. The W.A. membership, however, stood
up to these blows, consolidated the Party - organisations, and
emerged to rapidly build the Party. Their performance in winn-
ing the Party’s Socialist competition, subsequently, is deserving
of the highest praise.

Everywhere the fight against persecution, intimidation and
provocation, although there were bad examples of lack of vigil-
ance in other States besides W.A., steeled the Party ranks and
led to a better understanding of the Party, to a higher political
development, laying the basis for the rapid advance made by the
Party when the objective conditions changed and became favor-
able.

There were a number of cases of desertions to the class enemy
during the worst period of the drive against the Party, the most
notable being C. Nelson, formerly President of the Miners' Federa-
tion, who announced himself for class peace and in support of
the reactionary war, and later was convicted by a Royal Com-
mission of receiving money from the Menzies Government.
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Other deserters were Lloyd Ross, Secretary of the N.S.W
Branch of the A.R.U., who also supported the imperialists- ; d
developed a campaign of misrepresentation. against the Pa;n.
G. Barrachi, the former liquidator, who had been readmitted 4,
the Party following a visit to the U.S.S.R. and upon admissi:.o
of his crime, again betrayed the movement at thn
critical moment of the Finnish crisis; J. N. Rawlings, a :
deéserted at the same period, and a few others of less prom,inen o
The C.C. issued statements from time to time exposin thce'
renegades. % h

¢ REMOVALS AND EXPULSIONS OF C.C. MEMBERS

A number of former members of the C.C. itself also had t
be dealt with in the period after the 12th Congress. Thesz
were: W. Orr, formerly Secretary of the Miners' Federation, who
was removed from membership of the C.C.; W. Mountjo;‘ was
rc;:moved from the C.C. for liberalism and lack of vigilance in
his leadership of the W.A. Party organisation; R. McWilliams
was expelled for desertion of his post; E. Knight was also ex-
p-elled for desertion, as was G. Gowland. There was also a n:—
ticeable ﬂuct_uation of the membership; a drift out of the Party;
some c_)f_whlch, no doubt, was attributable to the difficulty oé
maintaining organisational contact under illegal conditions.

Despite these reverses, the Party undoubtedly maintained its

political and organisational unit i
v very well and
under the blows of the enemy. 5 e S

¢ CENTRAL PARTY PRESS

ha :};:t,]:let'nﬂes f(‘u::vernment commenced its attack, aiming at
e e ofcliox;i_o the.Part)‘r Press, by prohibiting mention of a
b 'm.;ludeg 1nfg subjects in our (folumns. and as these prohibi-
e el_ 'r::1 erence to industrial disputes and the U.S.S.R.,
it ealise Rhm‘w hfavy was the blow dealt the “‘Tribune,”
b Cam_l:n;st_ eview' and other organs. The C.C. decided
et azldu‘:_tlflnhand to maintain the legal press as long as
ot i o ith the loyal co-operation of the readers and Party

rship, despite the emasculated content of our Press,

continued to circulate it, ¢ i
s o ]gho-ompellmg the Goven}ment to ban the

Pres—i-h;nctf' h?l‘il made preparation for the transfer of the
o gty ba? ll1 egal basis. The “Tribune immediately reap-
organs w ¢ followed later by the “Communist Review.”” These

ere printed at secret plants, junder very difficult condi-

tions in the wa :
y of mach ‘
AR e Yadths inery and equipment.

numbers of leaflets
they arose,

maller in size than when legal dition
p o en legal. In addition,
. W ief political questions, as
were written and produced at. these Printe?iel. ' ¥
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Necessarily, the

The C.C. was able also, at the worst period of illggaiity, to
produce pamphlets of a programatic character: Soviet Russia

and the War,” *The Coming War in the Pacific,”” and ‘“What is this

. Labor Party?” which set out the Party’s main policies in the

jmperialist stage of the war.

In the course of the struggle for the Party Press, a number
of workers were gaoled for distributing or being in Posse%ion of
copies of the illegal newspapers. These methods did not, how-
ever, deter the workers from buying or distributing our press, nor
did the most intensive searching by the political police result in
the uncovering of the printeries or the detection of the illegal
apparatus. Our Press fulfilled its task of carrying the message
of the Party to the masses with honor.

During the period in which the ban remained on the Party
and the Press, the circulation of the ‘Communist Review'  was
about trebled and that of the “Tribune almost doubled, despite
the fact that the latter paper’s mass circulation was now conhne

* to N.S.W., the increase in circulation being particularly pronounced

in the period after the entry of the Soviet Union into the war.
¢ COMBINING LEGAL WITH ILLEGAL WORK

Lenin always emphasised the need, in illegal periods, for the
Party to make the utmost use of whatever legal opportunities
exist for the furtherance of the Party’s work: the combination of
legal and illegal forms of activity.

The Party was able to carry on its work in the trade union
tnovement without much hindrance’ and, in addition, to hold
public meetings in the name of individuals, but not in the name
of the Party. Stan Moran, assisted by other comrades, main-
tained the Party platform in the Sydney Domain right through
the illegal period. Similar meetings were held in other centres.

The C.C. decided to take advantage of such legal opportunities
in the 1940 Federal Elections and a large team of Party members
contested as Independents, some of whom resumed public activity
for the election period. The Party was well received and record-
ed a substantially increased vote; Fred Paterson, in Queensland,
polling a record Communist vote.

Many other legal opportunities were similarly availed of in
order to keep the Party message before the masses.
¢ THE WAR BECOMES A PEOPLE'S WAR

On June 22, 1941, the Nazis, despite the well-known peaceful
policy of the Soviet Union and the existence of the Soviet-German
pact, struck a treacherous blow at the U.S.S.R. Mr. Churchill
at once announced support for the Sovet Union in the war forced
upon it by the fascist bandits.




The C.C. instantly grasped the significance of the attack upon
the Soviet Union and its entry into the war. This changed the
character of the war into a war of independence on the part of
the democratic peoples against fascist imperialist aggression, and
it plainly revealed the aims of the fascists to conquer the whole
of the world and to enslave all of the independent nations.

The C.C. at once decided for the fullest support of the war
which had now been transformed into a just, a people's War'
The C.C. called for the closest relations with, and the quem;
support for, the struggle of the Soviet peoples. It supported a
number of movements whose aim is to send material aid, medical
supplies, etc., and also to promote closer friendship and under-
standing between Australia and the U.S.S.R.

Mr. Churchill shortly afterwards signed a mutual aid Pact with
the Soviet Union, which was later developed into the 20 years'
Treaty of Alliance with the Soviet, a Treaty of a non-imperialist
character. The U.5.A. and the Dominions immediately suppotted

Mr. Churchill's policy in regard to the U.S.S.R. At last, the .

great United Front against the fascist enslavers, which the Com-
munists had fought for since the accession to power of Hitler and
the establishment of the fascist dictatorship in Germany in 1933
was coming into being. The path to the Grand Coalition againsi
fascism was a zig-zag, marked by reverses and severe defeats
and established ultimately in conditions and in a fashion tha;t
could not be foreseen. The C.C. led the Party along the line

" of promoting and strengthening it in every way.

: The enemies of our Party allege that the Party “‘somersaulted,”
ut _the_pollcy of alliance with the Soviet Union against tl:xe
fascists is, and always has been, our policy. It was those who
h]:xd Sop;?osecl collective security, who fought the peace policy of
:h: e:‘éle'tt Goverﬁment, wh? were compelled to somersault. In
e dgf;at“éas tde pro-fascists, appeasers and isolationists who
g e én compelled to accept the policy of Unity against
i ands'th Ert:]amly_thc Party changed its line, just as Marx,
oo thee j o shev:!{s f'reql_.ler_ltly changed immediate policy,
g u tu;:ate aim, ?:ocnahsm. It is true that our reform-
4 Whatevm-ver 1(': anie their fur_lc!arr.lental line, namely, support
ol policy the bourgeoisie is following: class-collabora-
comlticcef't,hsoun aftt;r the Nazi onslaught on the Soviet Union,
it ool te struggle fo'r the Second Front in Europe as the
g me zd Otcomplt‘-te. victory over the Nazis, a struggle which
only a militzr do eve:l ]b?lgher le_vfals. nrie Pachnc, Sesii
against pm-fas: : ema[r\]/[ ut a political struggle, a political struggle
i ok R::;nk unichism and reaction. With the develop-
Second Front in secuin second winter offensive, the role of the
gl uring a speedy end to the war retains its
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* to discredit the labor movemen

he winning of the
d support for the
to be produced

forward a concrete line for t
This meant the fullest strengthening an

iti iti had
Vast quantities of munitions
the 2rmies. Large numbers of workers had to

war production, overt?me worked, :ivong
b ht into industry, and continuity and increase of product 3
rmlg.:l Production Committees and other measures were a
assuret . . rder to secure the necessary output. The C.C. gave
R f strikes as far as possible, and fought

d for the avoidance o ar as poss
th?ai]:; ab:enteeism and for a labor discipline imposed b}rr:l thlei
?fgrade Unions and the workers themselves. We supported a

necessary and reasonable measures of the Federal Government

in this direction.
In the struggle for production, t}.le Party h_ad to ﬁght_ snen;—
ously against groups of reformists the major mdustrées fwho
set themselves out to sabotage the policy of our Party and of the
Curtin Government. These reformist elements, wll'l.o had spent
their lives preaching Arbitration, <class peace and i gradu‘ahsm,_
suddenly became transformed into “strike leaders,” creating big
difficulties in the industries. The strikes fomented by these ng_ht-
wingers helped the bourgeoisie, who were ceaselessly. struggling
t and unseat the Curtin Govern-
ment, besides hampering the war effort and endangering the'vi.c-
tory over the Axis. The Rights were assisted by the anarchistic,
erude “‘militants” who lack political understanding and, conse-
quently, cannot realise the gravity, for the labor movement, of
the issues that hinge on the outcome of the war against fascism.
The Trotskyite counter-revolutionaries, whose aim is the defeat
of the Soviet Union at all costs, aided the disruptive campaign.

It must be said that too often Party members failed to stand
up against the-disruptors, failed to give a suthciently strong lead
to the workers and allowed themselves to be swayed by what
scemed “popular.’ However, the Party on the whole fougnt
strongly and often took the whole burden of the fight for the
policy of the Government and for a correct attitude towaras
the anti-fascist war. Besides the struggle for more weapons and
war supplies, the Party supported the financial policy of the Gov-
ernment in principle while criticising some features of it.

The C.C. put
war.
armed forces.
in order to equip
be transferred to

. The C.C. gave the lead for the support of Mr. Curtin's proposal
to send the Militia outside of the boundaries of Australia in order
tti dr{vi the._[apanfese imperialists back to Tokio. On this issue,
the right wing reformists came out in the open. The ite
.in N.S_s.W.,- Fallon and the A.W.U. bureaucra}::y in Quele:::lga:!dt
the V;ctonar{ State Executive of the A.L.P., all thought they saw
an opportunity to gain control of the ALL.P. by raising a false

anti-conscription’ cry and, at the same time, dealing a blow at
the Communist Party and splitting and weakening the labor
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movement. Some of these elements co-operate with the U.A p
reaction and are prepared to bring down the Curtin chernmem;
because of their hatred of the progressive tendencies in the
working class movement.

The extreme Rights, Fallon, Calwell and Lang, had an =
cellent stalking horse in the Centrists, the left reformists, Ward
Blackburn, Cameron, Boote, King, Crofts, etc. These Iatte;
elevate anti-conscription into a principle, a dogma. ' Because of
their militant expressions in the past, these latter had influence

with the more militant A.L.P. and T.U. rank and file.

The Militia proposal received the support of the majorit
of Labor Party State Executives and of the major Union bodi:;
and was carried. The “‘anti-conscription” campaign of the
Rights, assisted by the dogmatic elements, directed, as it was, at
the People’s War against fascism, was of a most reactionary :md
disruptive characted. It threatened to split the labor movement
and destroy the Curtin Government. It fitted in very well with
the persistent campaign of the ‘bourgeoisie to recover office and
suppress the growing leftward swing of the labor movement. In
these critical conditions, the C.C. led the Party in a vigorous
fight to prevent a split in.the labor movement, to assure a majority
for the Militia proposal, to preserve the Curtin Government and
to defeat the plans of the U.A.P.-U.C.P. on the one hand and
the Fallon-Calwell-Lang disruption on the other. In the main
this campaign was successful. :

¢ DEMAND FOR SUPPORT CF INDIA AND CHINA

The Com.mumst Party has at all times vigorously supported
the great na't:unal revolutionary movements of India and China,
whose combined populations number almost half of the human
race, for their complete independence. ;

i '{he Cﬁmmumst P_a.rt_f/, alone of Australian political parties,
lw r?m the first the significance of China’s resistance to Japanese
ﬁeafzimor th;, conquest of ‘;hina and its relation to Australia's own
g le:j ?n ;em;rity against fascist aggression. The C.C. gave
i o: the fullest support of the Chinese people in their just
] gains _]'apap, demanding especially a boycott of Japanese .
g?o.s, the cessation of the despatch of war materials, including
E}f :géléut:ttce-,;:y_ :hc Menzies Governmert to Japan, as well as
. ; :

collective securit;s:ar:c.ctef;: ttlf:l:;::?gglmg iowe EE
China has the trained i i
ﬂ“f‘ necessary to deal a m:ﬁ:fmz : : d holds the strategic posi-
ad:;z: t::rsguentllprc:ublem :for the pnited Nations to speedily secure
shmainy o]f“: I:i.es Bto China.  Air transport can be used, but the
parati gf e Burma Road would be a decisive factor in pre-
on for the despatch of the heavy military equipment, the
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Japanese military fascism. -

“hi ies from over-

Chinese mass armies Ve
i lone prevents the i g st

lack of whll}:-;h a_]apancse invader and thereby ma'kmf apac',ﬁc
thr'r;;nfio; ':o the victory of the United Nations in the z g
cont‘;hu C.C., at the head of the Party, has izsmlt]ed E[;lf:ma tb;

it i i Chi that in

i i lity of China, an .

politacal and diplomatic equality e s N

i resentation on all war ici e
‘gwelilefum“al:?:g of military and other decisions. Thée ab;olg_z::ia
g'f ::xtra—territorial rights by Britain and the U.S.A. (Sovi

dale (=) () Ob evo tio was
relinﬁuished them imme 1 ly aft T the ct er B uty n)

T
an important step towards the Ti.ZCOgnl 1on Of Chlna as a {u]l and_
equal partner of the United Natlons and 0[ the encl Of her seml-

colonial status.

4 INDIA
As in respect to China, the Communist Party has always coms
forward as a champion of India’s independence. Chms tin_
1 ia 1 eir
India are near neighbors of Australia in the Pacific, ”?;erefom

future cannot but influence Australia’'s own destinies.
the political situation in India must always b_e of concern to the
CP. of A. In the conditions of the war against fascism, the_ role
of India has figured largely in the policy the C.C_. has enu}-\cmted
for the winning of the war against Japan. While opposing %he
tactics adopted by the Indian bourgeoisie led by Gandhi, which
objectively assist the Japanese in their aim of the conquest of
India, the C.C. has consistently stressed the need for India's libera-
tion, for the establishment of a Provisional Indian National Gov-
ernment, fully representative of all Indians, as proposed by our
Indian brother Party.

The C.C. has continually, at the same time, condemned the
policy of the British Government in India and indicted it for
the failure of the Cripps negotiations, the imprisonment of the
Indian national leaders and the forcible suppression of the Indian
freedom-desiring masses. This policy of the British Government
alscr objectively assists the Japanese plan for the conquest of
India. Malaya, Burma, the Dutch East Indies and other disasters

all em;?hqsise the dangers of the incorrect policy pursued towards
the Asiatic peoples.

. The C.C. has declared that if India was fully won to enthus-
iastic support of th? struggle against the Axis enslavers by the
;::ggmtwr; ]c;f he_rl_ Jné:lelioendence, and her wvast manpower and
urces fully utilised, India would constitute a decisi
v { > ecisiv.
making for the victory of the United Nations in the Paciﬁec fac&}:;




Pacific, and the final liquidation of the menace
countries 'of Japanese invasion.

* THE STRUGGLE FOR THE UNITED FRONT
The reformist leaders of the A.L.P., who had su

bourgeoisie and its policy of “appeasement’’ and OPpositiap 1,
collective security by preaching “isolation,"’ slandering the USs,

and opposing a united front against fascism, declaring that “Coll.
ective security meant war,”” supported the imperialist war and the
plan of switching the war against the Soviet Union,

Following the 7th World Congress and the |
our Party, the C.C. had been carrying out the line of the Unjtey
front from above as well as below, for a People’s Front againgt
fascism, inclusive of the leading strata of the ALP Necessarily,

as the Liberal reformist leaders of the AT i the early, imper-
ialist phase after the declaration of war,

plans of the most reactionary circles of the b i

to all Pacif,

Pported th,

2th Congress of

» in this period, to expose
experience on the part of the masses,
L We opposed a

-A.P., which stood discredited.
The ALLP. leaders, for a i i taking office because

viet Union entered the war, the C.C. supported

o Toade 1 PTOPDs_al made to the Federal AL P. by a number

ion o}flﬁclzals, who also Proposed that Mr. Curtin
over the Government. After the swee ing victory
of the A.[:.P. in the N.S.W. elections, .

| for which the long fight
of :}:e m|l}1’tantsh 'n-dgainst Lang’s bureaucraticwg]rip ofe t]?:gl_,abor
arty machine ha opened the wa , the F :

took over office. As the A.L.P.YG v A-LF. 1S

attack on the US.S.R

: » conducting a p
unity with Soviet Russia, it had beco
our united front tactics j
Support the Curtin Government dand its
winning the war,

The political situation is different to that of Britain where
the national united front can begt e organised arou;ld Mr.
Churehill, the leader of the Tories, |, Australia it can best be
organised around Mr., Curtin.  The worki i
80 long under the Menzies Go e snan bawng sl

: . do a
tionary leaders of the U.A.P. in the Wer:'ml;z:. Wwant the reac
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1 i itai S.A., the
apanese aggression against Britain and U.S.A.,
1Af[er ::l-zﬂ{e]l;, through a group of Trade Union comrades,
g lmlr;]ged support for the Curtin Govern_ment and proposed
agf;;iitl:d Front to the Federal A.L.P. Executive,
a

i t accepted by the
the United Front offer was no ; :
Altft‘lc:ugF}’]arty has succeeded in promoting better relatlonshlil:s
A_'L-P‘h T_abor Party Federal Guvemmept_ and oth_exs of !:lde
Wlthl; le adership. We have been continuing the policy of l()imh-
A'L.th.e l:Jnitecl Front and promoting National Unity around the
ing
tin Government. Bl
Curl ust be said that the response of the Party orgams;tlorﬁ
thte r(lTJnite::l Front proposal mafie to the J?C.L.P.O wasthw;e:na.sses.
to not sufficiently followed up in the wor e;)rn tngmembers »
%{’;i United Front is still regarded fby“rnany u:j Sleat .yet
i i oe
thing in the nature of a “man e’ an o
see?s,t:»?:r;o:;ean agll-important tactic for the mobilisation of t
unders

working class for struggle.

¢ TRADE UNION POLICIES

Congresses,
During the interval between the lZ_th arid ]?:t}tlent(i):r;g s
he C.C. as always, has continued to give Cllz‘seo i e
b "[:rade Union problems, wages and wmi1 m‘: W e
ma'lkor les and the organisatlonallstrengt El'zll ;lg gty
i 2 Ster:tggas well as the political policy demande
movement,
ing conditions of the World War. odal e iy
When the character of the war changtfad.ttDF i
ith new and complicated tasks. The de cila i e
w:l o ous quantities of military and o:j erto BOAT e sk
y ;notri!:n of these was imperative. In o‘; f:;‘o iy
i’fl';’ uc:list.:i line, continuity of work an: tl:led [;pon o Wi
i pts Wiie Easeninl. - The Party ca i el
managel;nft:nthe inefficiency, mismanagement an A g
b COl_‘ﬂti::] with capitalist control of mdusfrjr(‘. e L
assot}a o shop committees and Produthlo Gt & primaty cons
e ml'?nsl; ttle for the weapons to beat as_: ations that consti-
ik tS:rikia should be confined Onl)’vt:mﬂelnltl' i 3"
cern. 4 ; nd
i the Labor m B
tute a basic challenge to : e e liton
tilised for The Party.
other measures should be u I s Par
i blems that con , udbid. . B0
of gnevam:;:n?:jdl:? tilt Vikgek STINE betrroan:é. and pay in-
‘:vfitl:D:li::g prices, that prices shol.ﬂti ]:: con
creases granted the lower paid workers. sk
In the fight for this policy, the Party wa ited with “Catholic
no; :hegl.anglten. some of th?"ij a;l::l I Ak he
Kg:ion," various refsml-:';t gﬁro?ps ﬂ::iah'-l u’an;ﬂ oo the jobn An d.
ol T ke
EU., AW.U. an arfies . 3
P T v S g . o fith
ph &




These elements gained a number of successes by means f
playing upon the real grievances of the workers, by inciting ba i
ward workers to take strike action and to defy their Unions c.i
act against the policy of the labor movement. o

; The employing class was often provocative, fomenting strik
in _orcfer to capitalise them politically to aid the reactionary x ]E_S
ticians to undermine the Curtin Government. There can bpu 3
fioubt of the co-operation between certain elements within refe i
ism and the bourgeoisie for the purpose of disrupting and s ]'[tjtr‘m-
the labor movement in order to hinder the growing strenp :hmg
the workers. These reformist elements openly describefl o
measures of the Curtin Government in connection with the i
fascist” and did everything to discredit the policy of l’l’le“v(i:ir i
munists among the war industry workers. That their activit i
cletnr_nenta] to the labor movement and aided the fascist B
ors did not deter these miserable cliques. HRPREE

_ 'I(;he Pal_-ty organisations on the job had a hard and bitter fight

g; or arftohxmp]ement the: policy of ensuring increasing production

Ofsm:v};)enl t; co]mraclefl d&sp]ayed weakness in face of the disrupt.

e latter had succeeded in stirri ;

Lo e et stirring up the workers.
2 , that where a strenuous figh 3

our line, the Party's iti e G R
; position was strengthened. Th

) y ere ca

E}c:ati:u_bt tﬁat the F_’arty was instrumental in preventing widespr:'e:g

o we"ma: fe;.u:'tart_mduts;nesh and in assuring greater production

] rating the efforts of the reacti 1 ithi ]

without the labor movem e LR ae

ent to destr
and weaken the working class, el 0

incr;};?npail;ty 1tn this d}fﬁcult struggle succeeded in substantially
e neg;v ;D:;;eor;gsth Elsihesu'.f:'rade Union movement, winning
2 cesses i i iti

:fa]streng_thening the Trade Unions, w?;e tﬁ;:sh]z‘c:‘:lie::r:ioi:lnnigg
- f:;rls)artlﬁp of the Ironworkers’ and Munition Workers' Unions
it ;stm%l_a great Metalworkers' Union of 100 000 workers,
» Cfa:ou standing achlevemer}t on the part of Comrad Thorn-
: nd'an the _other' comrades in these two Unijon h “ ?cm—
:1:33135 5pa_.rt c;n bnngmg abm{t this amalgamatio; wwii:}?o ha:
tion of the craft unions.  The CommasomPle for further unifica-
(t)}:: E]lt:or movement in this" period, wher::at: tal:: rtll;}lz Bh_’engctll:lenmg

undermining its unity by their pseudo-militan:v 'I'?ailit;;'rgpt.

¢ THE STRUGGLE FOR THE LIFTI 1
HE PARTY NG OF THE BAN ON

From the moment of the bannj
comgenced the struggle for the ra?::};?gg a‘l?fthtll cbap
espite the fact that the P, ol
healthy growth in the illegal peri::{ty;.ngo?l:: ];‘-“i:
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arty, the C.C.
n,

ted and showed
rty Press appeared

‘one.

regularly, the ban hampered the work of the Party. Contrary
to the opinion of romanticists and leftists, the Communist Party
has no desire for illegal conditions of work. - An open legal Party
has greater opportunity for growth and mass contact than an illegal
The Communist Party only works illegally when there is no
alternative course open to it, when the bourgeoisie contravenes
democracy and outlaws the workers’ Party. The Russian and
German and other parties were compelled to work underground
because of the brutal suppression by the Tsar and the fascists.
The Menzies Government was increasing its pressure, announcing
its intention of widespread arrests of Communist leaders at the
moment of the Nazi attack upon the Soviet Union.

The changed character of the war and the accession of the
Curtin Government to office created far more favorable conditions
for the struggle for the legality of the Party. Nevertheless, it
took more than a year of mass mobilisation and pressure on the
Curtin Government, in which period hundreds of motions were
passed by the working class and other democratic organisations,
before the ban was finally lifted, although considerable freedom
was given to the Party for activity prior to the raising of the ban.
The Party Press, for example, had to be printed illegally right
until the ban was raised.

The raising of the ban on the C.P. was not only a great victory
for the Communists, but for the labor movement and Australian
democracy over reaction and fascism.

The Party signed a formal declaration that it would carry out
all measures necessary for the conduct of the People’'s War against
fascism. This did not violate any principle or policy, as the
Party has consistently itself proposed and advocated such meas-
ures since the People's War commenced.

& REORGANISATION OF THE C.C.

e from the deepest phase

When the Party commenced to emerg :
Central Committee came

of illegality, the position and work of the
under review.

Partly as a consequence of the vork
also because of some unclarity as to the proper functlm:xmg of
the Central Committee, the Centre svas tending to become dlvorc?d
from the practical direction of the work of the Pa.rty, its
functions to be confined to discussion of the gejer_al policy 'nncl
its leading members to acting in an advisory capacity to various
Party organisations. In this situation the State Committees began
to show symptoms of themselves tending to take over some o
the funcions of the C.C. ’ : .

These tendencies struck at the basic p:ine_:ple of Party organ-
isation—Democratic Centralism, A Party llke. ours, with such
tremendous tasks to fulfil, needs a highly centralised General Staff

51

needs of the illegal work, and




to assure oneness in policy and firm discipline. The Party cap
have only one leading organ—the Central Committee—and the
C.C., to properly lead the work, must have the closest contact
with the practical work and daily problems of the membership,

The existence of a State Committee in N.5.W., alongside the
C.C. and together with the illegal conditions, had led to duplica-
tion and to the comparative isolation of the C.C. from the prac.
tical political work. Comrade Sharkey drew up a number of
proposals to rectify this position; these proposals involved the
abolition of the State Committee in N.5.W., the restoration of
the departments of the Central Committee and the establishment
of a Metropolitan Committee in Sydney. The C.C. adopted this
plan, which was later endorsed by a N.S.W. Party Conference,
It is agreed that the change has been a beneficial one, and all of
the departments are functioning and are giving a detailed atten-
tion to the problems of their spheres of work which was not
attainable by the previous organisation. The C.C. is now the
centre of activity, as well as the leading organ for the definition
of policy. There are still weaknesses in the work of various
departments, but experience is tending toward a better understand-
ing of the tasks of the Departments. Co-ordination of the work
of the departments also needs improving, and with closer co-
operation on the part of the State organisations, the C.C.. depart-
ments will be transformed into really national centres of leader-
ship. Centralisation of the work of the Party under the Central
Committee has been retarded by the war situation and the difficul-
ties of communication and transport, and there is still a need for a
greater understanding on the part of State Committees of the
leading role of the C.C. and the need for closer collaboration
with it in the work. There cannot be a division of leadership
in the Communist Party; there can only be one leading national
political organ—the Central Committee,

4 PARTY TRAINING

The C.C. laid it down, at the inception of the Party recruiting
campaign, that the new members could only be retained provided
they were speedily given political training and Party consciousness.

In the period of a rapid influx of new members,
and education acquire exceptidnal importance, in
the prevention of fluctuation. The C.C,,
for widespread| Party training classes and
mentary courseL and a brief outline of Party history, as well as
the booklets, “The Trade Unions" and “Australia Marches On,"
in order to give the new members a correct understanding of
the Trade Unions and the A.L.P. and the perspective of our tasks
in relation to the labor movement and the reformist leaders. It
issued as well the “Glossary of Marxist Terms."
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Party training
particular for
therefore, campaigned
prepared special ele-

Y

.

.Th development of higher Marxist-Leninist education for the
e

1 d cadres is

isi theoretical level of the more advance
s O_f thertant. The development of central schools of the
equally i The func-

ong-felt want in this sphere.
Marx Hcf,u?; :iii)ofllilsinat}\e Erst place is to cater for the advancgd
ot e d cadres, to raise the mass level of genuine Marmst
smdent? aln undcrsla;ecling, dialectics, higher economit,:ls, h1s_t0r)":
e 1l as assisting the general education in more practical
B wend current Party policy. Even yet there is some con-
sub}ezt:sato the function of Marx House which must be overcome.
flm(émnerally, it is pleasing to record that there is a g::ag);
increased interest in and development of Party training
noted in the local organisations.

¢ WOMEN AND YOUTH

These two spheres of activity, formgrly gveal; pténés 1:;}3:}1;
work, have received considcrable_ e_\ttenh?in y th et‘o.n .i.n el
has led to a strengthening of activity and organisati
sph?]l:?lse. Socialist competition for the building of the Part}flatzes:zcdl
the need for the recruitment of women fu_':d youﬁgrgt::::mbers
for the promotion of women to leading positions. eyt s
were recruited and many women comrades prom

isati d
In connection with youth, organisation was hampere

positions. d tendencies. The need to

a number of incorrect ifieas gan g e asctaTs
ll;f'oaden out youth organisation and get rid of ttl;,i T?qrili&ation of
ianism of Y.C.L. work was intﬂﬁre‘_ed Fo ms?llhe Y.C.L. From
a class youth organisation, the ]lquldatlcil_ﬂt. < alone there was a
the earlier attempts to organise on poitic should be based on
swing to the view that ymﬂ-h Orgam'sat:c’;d of the correct posi-
sport, recreation and enteﬂ_amr.nent' fmﬁ eth Confusion likewise
tion, i.e., the skilful combination ol bo bers and their relation
exis;ed as to the role of young Parﬁ mc:} these young comrades
with the mass youth °rganisatlon:thoutar::)cr:nnection with the youth.
SncHogkd i glezmwl:rfs ‘::ere active in yo_ut.h' WDriih;::é‘;
b ﬁosggasc‘;:::tionaries by, the Farty araaoigaiinns,
snappe

“‘beheading the youth. i £y
As a result of criticism o
and actions and the appointment o

i ble
1 outh work, consideral it dnibia
:::IEI;VIET-oZd. mass national youth organisation

iri iem-Leninism, is taking shape.
spirit of Marxism-Len )
¢ BUILDING THE PARTY AND SOCIALIST COMPETITION

) Party,
: otive situation developed favorably for the |
& thea::J:;tewl:::lhﬁtrlT;\a ;;T:ildil::g of the Communist Party.

- a. "

and other erroneous view:

hefs eComradc Miles to personally
rogress has resulted and a
o ained in the

;:]l."= C.(b:' ilding was developed on the basis of Socialist Competi-
arty gt
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tion. Socialist Competition for the building of the Party com.
menced in N.S.W., where two recruiting drives took place imme.
diately after the change in the character of the war. The (0l
then gave the lead for a National Party Building Campaign op
the basis of Socialist Competition, setting as a goal 15,000 mem-
bers by the end of 1942. Comrade R. Dixon supervised and
led the detailed planning of the campaign on behalf of the C.C.

After a magnificent campaign, this goal was more thap
reached and the Party strengthened, not only in numbers, byt
in every aspect of its organisation and work among the masses.
The establishment of the organ, the “'Party Builder,” played an
important part in the success of the Party Building Campaign and
the consolidation of the new membership.

The C.C. stressed the need to build the Party in the factories

and workplaces, and this aspect of the Party Building drive has
met with gratifying results. There are now several factory
branches with memberships of more than one hundred and others
close to the hundred mark, and a wide network of such branches
now exists throughout the industrial centres. Basing the Party
in the factories has an important bearing on transforming the
Party into a really Bolshevik Party. The C.C. paid atfention
also to spheres where Party work had lagged: the youth, where
we can now report the growth of a really mass movement; the
country, where the Party is growing rapidly and also recruiting
farmers; although the quota of women set by the Socialist Com-
petition was not fully reached, very considerable results were
achieved in recruiting, and also the promotion of women to execu-
tive positions in the Party and in the Trade Unions.

Considerable growth of the Party’s strength in the Trade
Unions has also been recorded. The Party is now emerging as
a fully-fledged mass Party of the Australian toiling people, the
indication being that the Party will advance even more rapidly

in 1943.

The growth of a mass Communist Party in Australia and in
Britain is a factor of the utmost importance, presaging a funda-
mental, revolutionary change in the labor movement and, conse-
quently, in the politics of the nation.

The Parties of the Communist International were founded in
order to develop mass Bolshevik parties in all capitalist countries.
The Socialist Revolution failed, in Germany and other countries,
at the close of the war of 1914-18, in spite of favorable objective
conditions, because, besides the betrayals of reformist Social-
Democracy, such Parties were lacking. This shows the tremen-
dous significance that must be attached to the successful estab-
lishment of a mass Communist Party in Australia,

A United Working Clcss_ and A
National Front For Victory .

i f Australia,
ion, 13th Congress, Communist Party o
et March 19, 20, 21, 1943

A PEOPLE'S WAR

HE 13th Congress of llhe Communist F{arty of Austra]ia;?]ari
T that the preservation of Australian 1r_:dependence ,:i\é'n scaf:l
cracy is bound up with the defeat of fascism on a wor .

1 : ) e

The people of Australia, immedlat.ely thrtlafteirgid Ei’;[tap:’;?it

ilitarism, Hitler's gangster partner in the Pacific, i .enemy'

A the maximum effort against the Japane sy

organ;ls::nliss think internationally and see our problt‘:ms atz £
?:‘;z{atiin to the world-wide war of the United Nations

the fascist Axis. e
1 between the Unite _ e

betwj;gi :ﬁl:at(l‘;r:femments of the United Na?lons,kangfﬂ;l:epljﬁﬁed

they represent, and the military strategy an :Zs 12

Nations, are the concern of the Australian people.

£ J : ey
i Nations against fascism is :
aged by the Umtﬁd i el
T]'h'e ::: :r'%var of liberation”’ (Stalin), a ::‘:riizzrests it
e ? life«l—above all, it is a war waged in ha iy
::fii:g class and all progressive and democr

THE CHARACTER OF FASCISM

£ i st reac-
i ictatorship of the mo
ism is “the open terrorist dictatorship AN
~ Fascism :scl-,::fvinli)stic S TaHaR ,mpenahs;xc :llift:;'fal oAby i
tionary, most It i a “Government system o pﬁ i
bt capﬂilt]t;m of provocation and torture practise
ism, a sys

WOr, ev tiona ents o© the & try,
ry elemen f p. asantry
Ir.ins‘ Clﬂ!l Bhd the r olu 4 i b

; the' i Bnl‘;:f:izilsii;;a?f i:hle.n:bri@ed aggression in relation to

g?}:;?l n:t‘i‘bna and coun;:ien;l' :ﬂ?l:;lt::i;r[i);m e

: e ism. | rope

Ata t{.emb];:::;:s the real character of ?i:l:’.emsnh n” a: P

the worl Breﬂ,_s of millions have e_xpenaace ] the. gangusn m

and Asia sco ngeance of the fascists. On the Latilsslnang

and terrorist _ved lands the fascists have mur er; bl AR
e 'of:t:u :r:nten'tratio:i camps millions of defencel 83 P

herded _
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The wholesale murder

of the Jewish people i
page in history than ev

n Europe s 5 blac
en that of the Czarist N

pPogroms, "Fascism'
- g v is
unbridled chauvinism and annexationist war; Fascism s rabid
reaction and counter-refolution” (Dimitrov) .,

Under Fascism
assembly, no free press
destroys t

machine and to enrich the fascist cliques; they starve the conguered
peoples to feed their slaves in Germany, Italy and Japan,  Their
aim is world domination, a world prison for the peoples of the
type of Hitler's “New Order” in Europe,

There is nothing Socialist in Hitler's “National Socialism,”
“Fascism is a most ferocious attack on the mass of working
people; fascism is the most vicious enemy of the working class
and all working people’ (Dimitrov), .

Fascism was_able to take control
ause the working class was divided.
rejected the-united front Proposals of the
have enabled the working class to resist a
farmers and the middle classes of the t
demagogy and repelled by the lack of
not won for the struggle against fascism,

“Fascism also attained power for the reason that it was able
to penetrate into the ranks of the youth” (Dimitrov).

Congress therefore directs all Party members to explain, again
and again, the role and character of fascism, so as to Temove
any doubts in the mind of the working and middle classes that this

15 a People’s War, a war emanding of us the maximum unity
and effort if victory is to be won.

FASCISM IS WAR

The path of fascism toward the
by the seizure of Manchuria and Al
republic of Spain and the
stage of their drive to wor

in the fascist countries
The Labor Party leaders
Communists that would
nd defeat fascism. The
owns, deluded by fascist
working class unity, were

present world war was marked
byssinia, war on the democratic
seizure of Czecho-Slovakia, At every

Id war the fascists were encouraged by
the appeasement policy of the ruling class of Britain, France and

the United States. The efforts of Soviet Russia to establish a
system of collective security to prevent War were frustrated.

The policy of appeasement was aimed at reaching an agree-
ment with the fascist aggressors so as to divert the attack east-

wards against Soviet Russia, the great stronghold of the working
class,
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: and the United States.

‘ ; Id, to be a

; ned out, as Stalin warned/}:t :'r?:a 72 2

This policy tur s in Britain, France, Am i] i ares

o for the aPPBaST; proved disastrous for the srtna e of
nu

he people of France and furh ve;z 35 Aaxvitls

f Buape, for the B o Burma, to the shor by history,
g from Indo-China That is the price exacted by

i democratic
full. for the failure of the ;ent. nd

asc ;
ﬁnd other countries.
a

peOple

4 t paid in ful d to appease r
a price not y_'fc :gainst fascism, put an en loving Union of Soviet
e o lliance with the great peace-
: a
enter into an

T blics.
Bt e SOVIET POLICY

: ht by the collec-
; < h in the pre-war period soug e, was
Soviet pOlmy'hWh:f:rr:zctitig powers to prese:’:ol::f:ngthen-
tive action of the the outbreak of war in Eiurolla.l b spread of the
devoted, following t ower and to limiting the k the Nazis in
e !’wrl"l':wrl ?efe"tsali:,:npby the Red AEﬂ:lY ‘tao :nilc Lithuania, the
war. The action : atvid, Estonia, . se were
Poland, thE_ag"cemen‘;s twh::hlilgeration of Bessara;)li:- t:;einterests
war with Finland, sn ainst Hitlerite Germ“% ?ZI;stem Europe.
all measures d_1rec'(e ‘.;gment of the peoples o :at Russia on
S e e R
iEhetreanherms attﬁ: with it a fundamerflta e of liberation,
July 22, 1941, broug The most powerful orla:e i Fasaian
character of the warid the initiative in the stl’ugie became inevit-
Soviet Russia, now h_el rism, and a people’s pea proved to be in
and ViCtOGry ke .l;i'itneand the Unite?{ _Sfatfise Carmani: (Sts;lmiz.
able. “Great Bn inst Hitlert ing of the
one camp with the U.S-St-hRe;:E};s iaban plac:: a;h:algl:lsi SF fa
In these circumstﬂ‘:l:esu progressive Peoplet :ngthcning of the
ok e s oll B T
anti-fascis :

\ f the people.
democratic muveme;to:V TO WIN THE w‘;lttratesY
Full Collaboration and World ik coR
rld is_divided into two EE7, ;g A into the

fbfy g::iz:-niflltgwing nations against
re

Today the wo i
Japan's attack in tht;_ P&::ll:ﬁ :
war, completed the line
fascism. il

The Anglo-20
with the United SE::;“;m
anti-fascist front,

. 1 nt
itish-Soviet Agreeme
e ha:'l: tﬁl: bBal:ismnf the “:-]ti!:::t?;:nof
e i ?\?;::ow na.tiomll:
“endanger the strugg
lam‘:‘:l‘ﬂm‘tlh:u f:ﬁeat mobilisation o:
: there must go
fully unified world

{ass inperests Must 105 A2 ot §
g; ct::z u;:::dosz::; sof the United Nations,
the resou

i-fascist front, a
ing of the world anti \
strengthening © 57




:stralegy and lhe'planned distribution o
in accordance with such strategy.
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THE AUSTRALIAN SITUATION

f Australian independence, which is bound up
¢ Hitler in Europe, demands a maximum war
from our Allies and military offensives
f bases from which they are preparing

The defence o
with the defeat o
effort, additional support
to deprive the Japanese o
to invade this country.

Until the United Nations have defeated Hitler in Europe,
which will enable them to prepare an all-out Pacific offensive
to defeat Japan, the task of Australia is to hold on. For this the
maximum war effort is required together with military offensives

to deprive the Japanese of bases from which they are preparing
to invade Australia.

This Congress declares its support
ernment and urges all sections of the Australian people to close
their ranks and form a great national front in support of the
Government. The efforts of Menzies—Fadden-Hughes and the
millionaire press to divide the people and undermine anc} destroy
the Labor Government and form what they call a ‘‘National
Government’’ must be defeated. The discredited U.A.P. and
U.C.P. leaders who, when they were in office earlier, p}anned
to leave sections of our country undefended, supplied pig iron to
Japan, helped close the Burma Road, outlawed tl'_ne Communist
Party and tried to institute a reign of terror against the }§bc!r
movement, would attempt to rule by means ?f a dictatorship lF
they were to come to power now. Their *National ‘Government

would ‘be a disaster to Australia. Therefore the Comrminist
Labor Party, must continue

Party, along with Unions and the & :
their opposition, which has hitherto proved so_success ubto the
Menzies-Fadden-Hughes plan for a so-called National Govern-
ment.”” @ . :

The influence of the people’s war and the more democratic
policy of the Curtin administration has broadened demtgc:a‘:cg,
even though, due to the demands -of'watr, necessaryl 1:5 ic l:o s
such as control of manpawer and limitation of travel have been

introduced.

of the Curtin Labor Gov-

i i in the organisa-
i tial that the role of the working cla._as in t ;
ticmltu::lfs :i?nn:‘.ional effort and in the determination u_f f?r_elgln
policy, strategy and problems of national defence, be decisively

strenglheneq- -

X THE LABOR PARTY _

urtin Government, the natio_nal l_eadershlp of the Labor
Parghe'recprenents most clearly the historic m‘le of L;bor
Fnty:-—the “development of Australia as a unified, independent.
capitalist nation. e war has hastened ﬂ.mt development, ead-
in; to ratification of the Statute of Westminster, plans to change
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the Constitution in order to increase the powers of the Federa]
Parliament, and Mr. Curtin’s appeal, “without pangs,” for Uniteq
States aid, which does not involve the surrender of independence
to the United States,

The Labor Party, however, is not fully united on national
problems, as was revealed on the Constitutional issue when the
Party was divided on the lines of State interests; on the Militia
issue, when there was not only difference of opinion, but delib-
erate disruption by members of the Party., Lang, Calwell,
Fallon, and many others try to disrupt the Labor Party and the
War Effort, basing themselves on traditions which do not apply
to_the present situation (anti-conscription) ; others put forward

Labor Party program points in an unclean, demagogic and
disruptive manner.

The Curtin Government js hindered and the national effort
harmed by a number of union leaders, sometime collaborators
with Menzies (some A.E.U. leaders, Langites, etc.), who would
not organise struggle against his Government but who now con-
done unnecessary stoppages and even instigate them. Today
they pose as militants, and slander the Communists, stimulate
discontent and direct it against the Government and the war
effort - They are not concerned to improve the workers' condi-
tions; their behaviour is fifth column in its effect and they are
aided by the Trotskyite fifth column in this disruptive activity.

Hatred of the Soviet Union and of the Communists finds sharp
expression in certain leading Labor Party circles, weakening unity
of their Party and the war effort.

The Communist Party calls on the Labor Party rank and
file and those leaders whose main concern is victory to combat
and isolate these harmfu ‘influences, and to rally in a united front

behind the Federal Government and its genuine supporters in
the States.

The co-operation which has developed between the trade
unions and the Government can be greatly strengthened through
the Trade Union Advisory Panel, which must receive full support

from the labor movement in helping the Government to organise
for victory.

WORKING CLASS UNITY

A burning need of the moment is the united front of the
working class, that is, unity in the cause of this war of liberation
between the members of both Labor Parties, the great number
of non-party workers, and the members of the Communist Party.
“The first thing that must be done, the thing with which to
begin, is to form a united front, to establish unity of action of
the workers in every factory, in every district, in every region,
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Party respects religious convictions and extends t
to workers of the Roman Catholic, Protestant a

The ACTL. -should press on. with
fraternal relations and collaboration between the trade upjop
movement of this country, Great Britain, Soviet Russia, the United
States and other Allied lands. A particular task is to develop

contact and unity between the Australian Trade Union Movemeng
and the Trade Unions of China and India, :

The struggle for trade union unity in Australia must include
the amalgamation of unions along the lines of industry, the

extension of the Shop Committee Movement and the defeat of
the disruptive elements.

he hand of unit
nd other faitﬁ;_y

the establishmeny of

A NATIONAL FRONT

A national front Means co-operation between the Labor move-
ment and all other anti-fascist sections of the nation, the rank
and file and anti-fascist leaders of other Parties and mass organisa-

tions of the people, in support of the Curtin Government.

The most decisive thing in establishing the anti-fascist national
front is the alliance between the working class on the one hand,
and the working farmers and the mass of middle class people
of the towns, who together form the majority of the population,
on the other. The Trade Unions and the farmers’ organisations
must collaborate on questions of production, manpower, market-
ing and prices, for a maximum war effort and for unity behind
the Government. upon all Party members to

.c{irect their tactics towards drawing the farmers and middle classes
into the anti-fascist national front.

The struggle for national unity does not awaijt full working
class unity, but must begin at once in the workplaces, with the
organisation of joint production committees, i
in the joint efforts of varied organisation and
to advance all aspects of the war effort..

The attitude of the Communist Party toward all other parties
and independents is determined by their attitude to the People’s
ar, to the working class and its parties at the present time,
and by their attitude to the present Federa] Government.
the task of the membership of other parties to rid themselves
of discredited leaders, and put forward genuine democrats and
supporters of the cause of the United Nations,

The Curtin Government is the most
possible at this moment; it commands the support of the people
on a scale which wouI‘l not* be given to g enzies-Fadden
“National Government.”" But the Curtin Government is not a
government of a national front. Such 2 government would pbe
representative of the mass political and economic Organisations
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Every activity leading to more democracy in the army js ip
line with the character of the war. Democracy will not weaken
discipline, but will strengthen it and raise morale. The right
to democratically set up soldiers’ committees and other service
committees ought to exist in an anti-fascist army. Promotion
in the armed forces and auxiliaries must be based solely on ability,
Payment in the services should be on the basis of work and rank,
irrespective of sex.

On leave and off duty members of the services should be free
to participate in political activity.

Strengthening the bonds of unity between the members of
the fighting front and members of the production front is of
the utmost importance.

This Congress records its admiration of the devotion and
courage of our Armed Forces in all theatres of war. The Forces
are the spearhead of our struggle against fascism.

The care of disabled soldiers and dependants of those who
have fallen in battle must be a first consideration of the nation.
Problems of disabled soldiers and dependants exist dating from
the last war which must be sympathetically solved.

New problems arise with the return of our fighters from the
battlefields and other services in the present war. These will
grow in number and acuteness as the war continues and after
it ends.

Re-employment of the fit, and pensions and assistance for
the disabled must be handled in a manner worthy of the sacrifice
and service for our independence and the whole anti-fascist cause.

While recognising the value of organisation of women and
men discharged from the services, it is essential to ensure demo-
cratic control and so combat the effort of reaction to use the
ex-service organisations for their selfish class aims,

The moves to turn the organisations of returned women and
men into political parties are attempts to put them in conflict
with the organisations of' the working people and so to serve
the interests of exploiters and place seekers.

The interests of the great majority of the fighting services
and auxiliaries and those discharged from the services lie with
all who are and will be their fellow workers of factory, mine
and farm. Their class interests are served by the Labor move-
ment and its organisations, industrial and political. It is through
these organisations that, on return to civil life, women and men
of the services will best serve the interests of their class.

FIGHT REACTIONARY TRENDS

The Communist Party warns all anti-fascist people against the
reactionaries and their agencies and calls for struggle to isolate
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be determined
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This war has again demonstrated that the Government can
find vast sums of money. This can also be done for peaceful
reconstruction. In place of war taxation, reconstruction taxation;
in place of war loans, reconstruction loans; in place of bank credits
for war, bank credits for reconstruction.

There must also be a National Insurance Scheme, a non-
contributory scheme, financed from Government revenue, and

providing for unemployment, sickness, invalid and retiring age
pensions.

The post-war world will be greatly influenced by the role
of the Soviet Union and of a free and mighty China. The
friendly international relations established between this country
and other anti-fascist nations must be further strengthened. The
Australian nation and its Government must stand firmly for the
Atlantic Charter ‘and for ijts extension to
for the provisions of the Anglo-Soviet Treaty and the participa-
tion of other nations in_ this Treaty, The spirit of the Atlantic
Charter must be applied to the Australian aborigines,

THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS

The Communist Party will prepare for and take part in the
Federal Elections with the slogans “Everything for the Victory
of emocracy,” ‘‘Return a Stronger Labor Government,"

In unity with the members of the Labor Partjes and other
friends of the Labor Government, Communists will work for the
return of greater numbers of supporters of Mr. Curtin,

The Communist Party is ready to confer wit
Labor Party and with candidates of the Labor P
committees for an agreement on Program and th
in the campaign.

At the same time, the f:ommunist Part
own propaganda on all questions and, i an
cies, will put forward Party candidates, if p
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To-Day and To-Morrow
by
L. L. SHARKEY

Party has enjoyed one of the

most valuable periods of its existence. Developing and
elaborating its policy along the lines of the Congress Resolution,
the Party has made an invaluable contribution to the national
war effort, to the cause of the anti-fascist People’s War. It
has ever been in the forefront, fighting the would-be saboteurs
of national unity and the disruptors of war industry and of the
labor movement, under the slogan: “Everything for the People’s

i War.”’

Our Party has shown itself to be an important natio_nal‘
| force and the most progressive force in the fight against fascism
and all forms of reaction at home and abroad. Asa result, its
prestige stands high among the Australian people.

In the various Parliamentary campaigns and the Referen(‘?lum.
consolidate

B the Party played a role which helped considerably to :
| . and improve jts position as a leading Party of tl?e Australian
people. In t soint activity, greater
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group which sad been expelled from the A.L.P. for its opposition
to the right wing, and its stand for unity and Socialism. For a
couple of years the S.L.P. existed as a separate Party and entered
into a united front with the C.P. This led to proposals for
amalgamation and at a unity conference held on January 16,
1944, the two parties united, taking the name “Australian Com-
munist Party.” This marked a great strengthening of the forces
of Communism.

The Party, emerging from the illegal period and re-establish-
ing its press, its publications and meetings, conducted a number
of Party-building campaigns on the basis of Socialist competition,
These campaigns were successful and in contrast to the few
hundreds of members in the days of the struggle against the
right wing, and when we had to mobilise the workers against
the effects of the economic crisis, our Party today stands as a
solid force of 20,000. We have the numbers and organisation
to do great things for the Australian masses.

With the defeat of the world forces of reaction, the fascist
Axis, with 'victory in the People’s War, one of the most decisive
events in human history, one of the milestones on the road to
the New World, the Party will operate in new and vastly more
favorable conditions. Immense democratic gains will have been
made throughout Europe and Asia, with our brother Communist
parties playing a leading role.

The Anglo-Soviet Alliance and the Teheran decisions lay
the basis for an enduring world peace. The Communists will

be foremost in their efforts to implement the Teheran decisions .

and preserve the world from new wars. The conditions for

the defeat of potential war-mongers are much more favorable,

than after the first world war. The Communists support fully
the establishment of international organisation for the prevention
of war as agreed upon by the United Nations, L

The Teheran decisions lay the basis for an international
co-operation of an economic character for the purpose of prevent-

ing post-war depression and succoring war-devastated countries.

Within this international economic structure, our Party ﬁﬂh_ﬁl:

to prevent economic depression within Australia. The preventi
of the return of pre-war conditions of unemployment and pover
is one of the vital immediate post-war tasks of the Communi
Party and the Australian labor movement. )

The A.C.P. has already prepared its economic and
Program for a prosperous life for the Australian mas
m"ﬁ-“mﬁ vwm '
the r
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de, peacefully and democratically, to change the
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It is on the basis of this broad Program, international peace,
nomic security and prosperity, umty.of the ]abPr movement
‘:l eventual replacement of the existing cap:talltst order by
S:cialism that the Communist Party will operate in the post-war

years. : —
.~ \We have grown strong in the hard fights of the past, we will

; w stronger and achieve our great objectives of emancipation

3 i!:ihe new world erected on the ruins of the enemy of mankind—




Twenty Years of the Communist
International
by
0. KUUSINEN

“THE First International laid the foundation for the inter-
‘national, proletarian struggle for Socialism.

“The Second International was the epoch of preparing
the ground for a further spread of the movement among
the masses in a number of countries.

“The Third International has gathered in the fruit of
the labors of the Second International, has shed its oppor-
tunistic, social-chauvinistic, bourgeois and petit bourgeois
rubbish, and has begun the realisation of the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat."—Lenin.

i

The founding of the Communist International took place
twenty years ago in the glow of that revolutionary upsurge which
began in Europe with the Russian February Revolution of 1917,
whose climax was the great Socialist October Revolution. In
1918 in a number of European countries it reached the point of

- revolutionary explosions—in Germany, Austria, and Finland—
and in 1919, immediately after the Congress of the founding of
the Communist International—in Hungary, Bavaria, and Baltic -
countries and others. The Communist International was born in
the fire of the Revolution. X

The Communist International was founded on the initiative
and under the leadership of Lenin and the Bolsheviks. From the
first, the glorious Party of Lenin-Stalin, the pride of the inter-
national proletariat, was, is, and will be the leading party of the
Communist International.

Why did this sublime task fall just to the Bolsheviks?

Because only the Bolsheviks maintained the position of un-
falsified Marxism, waged a consistent and implacable war against
opportunism, broke without any hesitation with the opportunists,
and created a workers’ party of a new type. !

During the Imperialist War, “the Bolshevik Party proved
itself to be the only proletarian party which remained true to b
the cause of Socialism and Internationalism.” ;
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For these teasons the Bolshevik Party, under the |
of Lenin and Stalin, became the initiator and founder of
Communist International.

At the First Congre:

letariat.

eadership
the

ss of the Communist Internatiqnal, the
foundation congress, the most important q_uestions which were
‘discussed were the problems of the bourgeois democracy and the
dictatorship of the proletariat. On the basis of Lenin's theses
and speeches, the Congress called upon the Communists to e:-
plain to the broad masses in all countries the necessity for the
establishment of Soviet Power. This had an enormous propa-

sandist importance, because the question of the dictf:\torship of
power was the foundation of the
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July 1920, and the 21 conditions for admission to the Commun-
ist International, which had been worked out by Lenin, were
accepted. The Second Congress directed their guns first of al]
against the Centrists; but not only against them. The Congress
also corrected the “Left’ mistakes of the Communists who did
not want to work in the reformist trade unions, who preached the
boycott of parliamentary elections, etc.

Lenin helped in an effective manner to overcome this
tendency. Already before the Second Congress, Lenin had
completed his work: “Left Wing Communism, an Infantile Dis.
order.”” This gifted work was a most important textbook of
Bolshevik strategy and tactics for the Communists of the whole
world.

The decisions of the Second Congress, and its main slogan—
“Down with the Centrists’"—called forth a Ffurious battle in
the ranks of the Centrist parties.  Those who advocated the
acceptance of the 21 conditions of the Communist International
at the conference of the Independent Social Democratic Party
of Germany in Halle achieved a majority and joined with the
Communist Party. In France, at the conference of the Socialist
Party in Tours, the majority of this Party declared itself for the
Communist International and founded the French Communist
Party. A number of Socialist organisations of other countries
also affiliated themselves to the Communist International.

At the Third Congress the Communist International made
an_important forward step in the development of its Leninist
policy. The main slogan of the Congress was: “Forward to the
Masses!” In developing the tactical resolutions of the Third
Congress, the Executive Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional worked out the theses of the proletarian United Front.
On overcoming the opposition of the leftists, the Communist

International began to put into practice the tactics of the United
Front.

The Fourth Congress of the Communist International took place
in November, 1922. The Congress further developed the tactics
of the united front and issued the slogan of a workers' govern-+
ment. Lenin delivered his last report to the Communist_Inter-
national: “Five Years of the Russian Revolution and the p;rspec—
tives of the world revolution.”” He emphasised that the most
important task of the Communists of all countries is: to learn
and again to learn. The foreign comrades, he declared, must
“'digest a large piece of Russian experience,” “in order to under-
stand properly the organisation, construction, method and content
of revolutionary work.”
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Contrary to the predictions of the social democratic falge
prophets and Bukharin who followed them, capitalist stabilisation
became more and more shaky. In 1929 an economic crisis broke
out which was the most severe in the history of capitalism. The
savage offensive of the capitalists upon the standard of living
of the workers led to a great sharpening of

The real danger of a new world war weighed heavily upon the
world.

This international situation created new tasks and the Com-
munist International adopted a new policy. It was necessary to
organise the proletarian mass actions of the unemployed, the
strike strugeles of the works and factories against the offensive
of the capitalists,. The reactionary leaders of the reformist trade
unions offered stubborn resistance to the waging of the proletarian
struggle. This fact led to a sharpening of conditions in the trade

unions and in a number of countries independent revolutionary
trade unions were set up.

As a result of the strengthening of bourgeois reaction the
social democratic parties adopted the policy of the “lesser evil”
and thereby paved the way to fascism. In face of the growing.
danger of a fresh attack by the imperialists upon the Soviet Union,
the leaders of the social democratic parties increased their incjte-
ment against the U.S.S.R. This was the reason for the sharpening
of the struggle of the Communist Parties against the social demo-
crats, in particular against those of their leaders who by means
of pseudo-revolutionary phrases kept back the workers who were
moving to the Left from joining the camp of the Communists,

In those years the greatest danger for the Communist Parties
consisted in the opportunist capitulation to the enemy and the

ence the Communist Inter-
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The policy of the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter-
national had important results in a great number of countries.
In France and Spain the Communist Parties achieved the estab-
lishment of a united front with the Socialist Party and thée creation
of an anti-fascist People’'s Front. The French Communists
achieved the unification of the trade unions. This gave the united
trade unions such enormous powers of attraction that they grew
in membership from 900,000 to 4 million. In proportion as
the French working class united its forces and developed the
policy of the People's Front, it achieved an important improve-
ment of its general situation.

In other capitalist countries the movement for the proletarian
united front and the anti-fascist People’s Front has not gone so
far. But there is no country of any importance where this move-
ment has not appeared. But nowhere is there still standing
that impenetrable wall which the reactionary leaders of Social
Democracy were formerly able to erect between the Social-
Democratic and the Communist workers. -

The reactionary leaders have not given up their resistance
to the unity of the proletariat. On the contrary, one can say
that this is their main function in the Labor Movement. THis
can be observed especially clearly in a country like England.
The policy of splitting the working class is also carried on by
the leading organs of the Socialist International and the Interna-
tional Federation of Trade Unions. The unceasing efforts of
the Executive Committee of the Communist International to bring
about their participation and even the modest beginning to
realise international unity of action, for example for the defence
of the Spanish people against fascist intervention, have up to
now led to no practical results. 3

This stubborn resistance to the unity of action of the Labor
Movement on the part of a handful of opportunist leaders can,
however, not change the attitude of the Communist International.
The Communists well realise that unity does not fall from the
skies, that it must be fought for. And the better the Commun-
ists fight for unity, just so much more quickly will the working
classes learn that unity is a vital necessity for the working class,
that sabotage of unity can no longer be tolerated—and then they
will achieve unity. .

Comrade Dimitrov has repeatedly pointed to the necessity
of seeking the concrete way to the People’s Front in every country.
All schematicism can only hinder the forward movement. And
our Party is gradually learning that most difficult art of class
strategy. The Communist Party of the U.S.A.. for example,
boldly participate in the broad movement of the democratic and
progressive forces in their country, while at the same time fur-
thering in the ranks of this movement the crystallisation of the
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Fascism is setting its hope on war, for peace would kill it.
But war also prepares its doom.

The chiefs of fascism plan the war against the great land of
Socialism. The fascist armies, whose rank and file only wait for
the opportunity of ridding themselves of their commanders, will
never succeed in resisting the powerful Red Army of the country
of victorious Socialism. Should, however, the fascists launch the
war against the Soviet Union, then the international proletariat
will prove by their deeps that by endeavoring to perpetuate the
regime of slavery the fascists will only hasten the doom of
capitalism. : >

The first imperialist war greatly accelerated the doom of
capitalism in Russia. In the other countries in which no Com-
munist Parties existed, the bourgeoisie was able to save its rule
for a while. Today the international proletariat possesses Com-
munist Parties in all the capitalist countries. In these days the
glorious Communist International is celebrating its twentieth
anniversary. loday there exists the Soviet Union, the great
basis of the international proletarian movement.

We have nothing to fear in the approaching great decisive
battles. Everything depends upon how we, the Communists of
all countries, will fightt The Communist International always
taught its Parties not to capitulate in difficult situations but to
fight courageously like true Bolsheviks. Thus Lenin, the immortal
leader of the international proletariat, trained the cadres of the
Communist world movement. Thus Stalin, the leader of the
toilers of the whole world, is training them today. ;
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national, have convincingly proved that the organisational form
for uniting the workers as chosen by the First Congress of the
Communist International, which corresponded to the needs of
the initial period of rebirth of the labor movement, more and

became bearers of the Hitlerite tyranny and the freedorn-loving
peoples united in the mighty anti-Hitler coalition. Whereas in
the countries of the Hitlerite bloc the basic task of the workers,
toilers and all honest people is to contribute in every conceivable
way towards the defeat of this bloc by undermining the Hitlerite
war machine from within, by helping to overthrow the Govern-
ments responsible for the war, in the countries of the anti-Hjtler
coalition the sacred duty of the broadest masses of the people, and
first and foremost of brogressive workers, is to support in every
way the war efforts of the Governments of those countries for
the sake of the speediest destruction of the Hitlerite bloc and to
secure friendly collaboration between the nations on the basis
of their equal rights. At the same time it must not be overlooked
that individual countries which adhere to the anti-Hitler coalition
also have their specific tasks,

Thus, for instance, in countries oécupied by the Hitlerites and
which have lost their State independence, the basic task of the
Progressive workers and broad masses of the people is to develop
the armed struggle which js growing into a war of national
liberation against Hitlerite Germany.

At the same time the war of liberation of freedom-loving
Peoples against the Hitleritg coalition, irrespective of party or
religion, has made it still more evident that the national upsurge
and mobilisation for the speediest victory over the enemy can
best and most fruitfully be realised by the vanguard of the labor

movement, changes which demanded greater flexibility and inde-
pendence for its sections in solving the problems facing them,
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