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The Downfall of Feudalism in Britain

! ECONOMIC CHANGES

- A BOUT the beginning of the 14th Century in England important
§ economic changes set in which produced the decline of
‘feudalism and the beginning of capitalism.
é First: With the growth of trade and the need to have
~money for purposes of trade, the feudal lords began to lease
* part of their land to tenant farmers, and to allow their serfs

"o commute the customary feudal services for a money payment, |
or rent.

. Second: Some of the feudal lords themselves began to take
part in trade in the towns, and to live on money rents and

profits from trade instead of on the services of their serfs
“as before; while at the same time merchants from the towns

bought or rented land from the feudal lords, evicted the former
" peasant holders and “enclosed’’ the land to form a large capitalist
~ farm worked by hired labor.

Third: In the towns an upper class of richer craftsmen, who
“had given up handicrafts and engaged solely in wholesale trading,
" began to form. . This class began to organise mercantile guilds
or trading associations (Mercers, Drapers, Grocers, etc.) to
secure charters from the Crown, giving them a monopoly of their
particular line of trade. In the case of comrodities which were
raded abroad, the merchants of various towns joined in powerful
ational trading guilds (Merchants of the Staple—wool merchants,
erchant Adventurers—cloth merchants, and later the Africa
Company, the Levant Company, East India Company, and so
on). These National Guilds also secured monopoly rights from |
he Crown.

Fourth: At the bottom of the social scale in the towns was a
srowing mass of persons with no means of getting a livelihood
except by hiring themselves out as “journeymen’’, or day laborers.
heir number was constantly swelled by former serfs or peasants
;10 had been evicted by the Enclosures, or had fled from the
illages. ;

PRE-REQUISITES FOR CAPITALISM
By the end of the 16th Century three important pre-co

or capitalism existed. 3
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1. The development of trade and the widening of the markgthe ideological costume

for commodities. for the second act of the bourgeois

. . revolution which took place in England. Here Calvinism
posifi.m;l“hoef g;oowni’hpool; aalﬂor:;cjasl:ss which, by virtue of i@ustiﬁed itself as the true religious disguise of. the interests of
S S sccamulet oy ge, was able to reap 'largg-he bourgeoisie of that time, and on that account dn_d not reach

FURE GRRING full acceptance, as the revolution was completed in 1689 by
3. The growth of a proletariat, without land o . a compromise between one part of the nobility and the bour-
dependent for a living on working for a master. ; capml'geo‘:s'ie- The English State Church was re-established; but not
in its earlier form of a Catholicism which had the king for its
RISE OF NEW CLASS pope, being, instead, strongly Calvinised.  The old State Church
The Tudor period in England (from Henry VII had celebrated the merry Catholic sabbath, and had fought
Queen Elizabeth, 1603) marked the rise of t;y » 1485, 3 cainst the dull Calvinist one. The new bourgeois church intro-
and money lending class towards power. U:c[ newhmercha'_‘?duced the latter, which adorns England to this day’. (Engels:
gmnirc}ls'[dthis new class came to occupy positionse;ortrnirlglltd‘l’:]]'-wa‘]g Exinchd)
the o ili g €
ai{most exterrfn?gadtidnl:)bllll:y, oy wealened, impoySHii Rl DOMESTIC SYSTEM
- i y the wars of the Roses (1455-1485). A
pi\lhifc cer:ira ised State apparatus, pursuing a national COmmérciﬂ Production more and more acquired a capitalist form, although
e p};oﬁt:so?rfatgd “ﬂth a largely bourgeois personnel. Witﬁit was st'il] tied to the Domelstic. System, l.e., it was still bas_ed
e r}::. ;, l-t, is new class bought land and titles, oftal™ handicrafts, hand-loom spinning and weaving, metal working
it E“' lch ad been seized by the Crown during th‘:"“\'lth hanc% tools, etc. Prod_ucuon was not concer}trgted. but
S eformation. The Reformation itself expressed tha‘:iscattered in §mall workshops in the villages and p_rovmcxal towns.
“u ionary changes which were taking place in society ®1n the | 7th Century an important new group of capitalists appeared
In the Middle Ages, in the same m ' “on the scene, who began to apply their capital to organising
de‘{EIOPEd- it (Christianity) grew into th eas]]'.lr? g feudahsm'ﬁ)omestic Industry, as Merchant Manufacturers, giving out work
to it, with a corresponding feudal heirarche mfmus counterp‘a.zt}to poorer craftsmen, paying them a price for it and marketing
arose, there developed within it, in oppo i s the bourgeo i€ he finished products themselves. They also formed Associations
5 pposition to feudal Cath"]‘ﬁi‘—(Silkweavers, Glovers, Pinmakers, ete.)

iirr:h;l;?o:;o;ﬁsiahrét l:iresy e T_he Middle Ages had attached
other forms of ideology—philosophy, politics, PARLIAMENTARY gl

jurisprudence—and made t GRS
N bt con he.m 3ub—d1v1_s1_ons of theology. ]é : ST :
S ol § ry social and political movement to take It was this new group of capitalists, those not interested
I g ' 01:’.“ . ‘primarily in the export trade, but in organising domestic industry,
L h_e l.nEf‘aFll_Cabllity T e S ded hich lay behind the Parliamentary movement of the 17th Cen-
to the invincibility of the rising bourgeoisi y correspondedy, ;v which culminated in the bourgeois revolution led by Oliver
geoisie had become sufficiently strengt}gx:r?;ﬁe.‘ When the b“,“ i romwell. The revolution was necessary to sweep away the
the feudal nobility, which till then had been’ ltsttn'lggle againsts o nants of feudalism, and to place the State power in the hands
predominantly localigf the bourgeoisie so that the new economic forces could have

begnn to ass i i

ume natlonal dlmenslon l‘l g

! S. ] e ﬂlst reat aCtio : 'I.I" sway a"d i :
occuued m Germany—the So-e.aﬂed llﬂiol“lation I }IE bou! ; .

geoisie was neither powerful enough nor s i
; 1 uffi

::ti‘l:;isable to u}tlnte under its banner the restc:fn tzﬂe d;:g::ﬁ? -
e el - . thus the revolution succumbed to the ‘armi ol
e F"nahprmc%.]. ca But besides the German Luther rmies of
e icl m?‘n alvin.  With true French acumen l;eappearﬁ
g g &:ilsm character of. the reformation in the foref it B8
canise ‘and_ democratised the church.  Whil Anivoipl yepiil
Reformation in _Ge:rmany degenerated and redu:cdthi i
1f:o wrack and ruin, the Calvinist Reformation served L g
for the republicans in Geneva, in Holland and in §cpa§. i hponey
Holland from Spain and from the German Empire .i:ldm:}.' -if;e
» ovided

“The institutions and privileges of guilds and corporations,
he regulatory regime of the Middle Ages, were social relations
orresponding only to the acquired productive forces and to the
social conditions which had previously existed, and from which
hese institutions had arisen. Under the protection of this regime
“of corporations and regulations capital was accumulated, overseas
rade was developed, colonies were founded. But the fruits of
his would themselves have been forfeited if men had tried to
etain the forms under whose shelter these fruits had ripen
ence came two thunderclaps—the revolutions of 1640

1688. All the old economic forms, the social relations

g




ponding to them 1
: , the political
expression of the old civil socj
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aire of Louis Bonaparte: Mar:g) Planatory note to 18th Brum-

CIVIL WAR: FIRST PHASE

Civil war b
roke out in 1642

to arrest th : » when Kin

Bourgeois Leonzarhame_ntary leaders Pym ig_lft:aﬁes | attempted

King fled to O c;n rallied to the defence t;f its Pp o e

e - Pt xford and raised i arliament. The

S m : T :

ship of the Earfntfuﬁ;tﬂ turn organised armie:ny 50 fight Parlia-

early leader of bssex and the Earl of M under the leader-

sought a ¢ s were what might be described anchester.

om ;

forces. Ungél‘_)n:lljs‘? rather than decisive vic::(s;r -

Parliamentary elr Ieagilership. for the ﬁrsty over the King's

in July, 1644 tlﬁe languished. A turning o'two years, . the

Rovalisr Cavals en Cro1:nwel]'5 Ironsides 1.3. Ill;t_ was reached

1645 T anc{ T\‘}[C; Tl:}!lut in the I’Jattle of nﬁarstorlnﬁ RLIpert's

of the i fichester were rem T oo,

dec:isiveP:irc];ir:;en;:‘n];] foll;ce , and a N(;‘\le\fggml t}Re leadership

: aseby, el Arm ;

ended in favor of Parliamyent The first phase of the C);v;ro&/ -

; ar

SECOND PHASE

»
Two
settlementyefar!:mwgﬁaslpentl e ey
for a fre g i
sh att YhE SARed fhie
war was rencifcllpti t?\lasseﬂ his authority ftl\rnal::l tlgrv?l - Pregaie
b shia ke o 10 hltl ovember, 1647, when the ﬂé}ament_
i i o iu » and gained the support of th ng again fled
4 ppressed by Cromwell; the Kinge Scots. This
’ was captur
ed

and, on Januar

4 y 30th, |

Commonwealth S Pmcla?:;?g;j was executed. The hile gt
; : e

THE COMMONWEALTH

The i W was
pf:'ﬂod of the Cumn:!on ealth (164'9—1660) a,
L marked

of the new ruline |
at section ,}l:e ]tske"_ by the new State pol‘::'g class
the whole civil wa. ould predominate. This strasgly N9
T, was often cloaked in a religiou struggle, ke
Jus guise.

extreme left wi
ng of the bour ale
/ geoisie was represe
: nted by the

‘

S 1o exact terms ol

conditions which were the official

Letter 2, 28th
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|

|
gl |
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ew Model Army, who wanted all men
sal suffrage, etc. They
“We must cut them

Levellers in Cromwell's N
to be equal, annual parliaments and univer

e too advanced for Cromwell, who said:
| cut us to pieces’, and suited the action .

ing with force a mutiny of the Levellers
h no less vigor against the

wer
to pieces or they wil
to the word by suppress
at Burford. Cromwell also acted wit
moderate, or right wing, element who, by procrastination, were

frittering away the gains of the revolution in Parliament. He
more than once dissolved parliament and ruled alone, relying

on the support of the Army.
THE RESTORATION

The Commonwealth came to an end two years after the death

of Cromwell (1658).

In one of his letters to Doctor Kugelmann, Marx says: “As

a matter of fact, the English republic under Cromwell met ship-
wreck in Ireland.” In 1641 an insurrection broke out in Ireland,
which led to the greater part of this island severing itself com-
pletely from England. Cromwell did not succeed in crushing
the rising until 1649. The “pacification” of Ireland was effected
with unprecedented cruelty; it ended with the enormous expro-
of the lands of the Irish population. The soldiers and
f Cromwell's army were rewarded, and the supplies
e land seized from the Irish. All this
ats of the English republic, into

priation
officers o
of the army paid, with th
converted the Irish into oppone
an active power struggling against the English revolution.

In 1660 the right wing gained the ascendency, and Charles
II was restored to the throne. A period of reaction ensued, which
reached its height under James [I. James, however, tried to
carry this reaction too far, and was deposed in 1689, to make
way for William of Orange, who undertook to rule as a consti-
tutional monarch, subject to the will of the bourgeoisie, as repre-

sented by Parliament.
To effect the so-called “Glo
bourgeoisie entered into an agr

landed nobility. The bourgeois
ended in a compromise. Feudal trappings,
were retained, but

rious Revolution™ of 1689, the
eement with a section of the
revolution in Britain therefore
Monarchy, aristo-
real political

cracy, House of Lords, etc.,
power was nNow concentrated in the hands of the new class—the
bourgeoisie.

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

revolution of the 17th Century paved the way
Revolution which followed in the 18th Century.
ercial policy pursued under the new Stal
d the market for British products. In
ed on the Domestic :
iz ¥ B i

The political
to the Industrial
The vigorous comm
power rapidly enlarge
however, remained bas

aage -

R B T



ienced . growing difficulties i i :

demands. Consequently i kee_Plng e i i

ds ’ great attention was focu

seriz:offu?:::;“iand ways and means of impro:fifmc; n?ht::xthu‘is

B . doveent clmts 1}/:a.s the outcome, inventions which rev iA

e L Sla echnique and brought about a transiti f0 -
mestic System to the Factory System of productliooz g

THE FACTORY SYSTEM

The i:actory S ;
ystem diff :
L T ers from the Domestic System in

increasing

I. The factor i
v, the machinery and raw i
Soniex material
lt)l;y t{::e. }c]:asltahst. and the production process and t;re OTnEd
e finished product are organised by the capitalist S

estei. .Hetnc:l the ca]_JitaIist is no longer merely a merchant, i

- ‘]nb rade; he is a manufacturer, owning machin Sl

g labor power direct, and is now interested in i:n‘ocl!.lt‘::tr'y o
10m.

3. The worker

: no longer owns the i

h e instruments wit :

d;aworks’d oig forme'r class of small craftsman halshlw}ucih

: IPP;}Ee . As new inventions take place, it becomes i argely

li:g ¥ 11 cult _for him to save and buy machines of h‘es increas-
no longer md_ependent, but increasingly depend is own: he

capitalist for a livelihood. : pendent on the

4. The capitali
pitalist no longer requi
he : ¢ quires Royal
x::ol::.opoliles to secure his privileged position. ']yhis ischﬂrters o
c‘; iltml, t z:lnks to prior historical developments, by his ale SECIUTGCCI{
topw:.rkm;or t[(:‘ the e:lc_ilstence of a dispossessed proletaria:nig)?ctgd
m. € can now grow ri
produced by the working class. : B e

THE NEW MANUFACTURING CLASS

In the early period of the factory s
_ ; ystem, w 1

?:,idl:::l:gf mdusﬁ;;,l there was no large-scale E:;it;i:—:e? w?l:e
e nzsc(a).e 4 lcsl and factox:nes were quite small; an '?[
siwloy: goﬂu 't afn s was considered large. There was n:I'l[
. Dthefspﬂndl{-: y for the small capitalist to climb on the bas;;llc
g ne;cﬁ:ﬂme ah]_lrospetoue: and wealthy cotton magnate\:5
e S e ! gcas ire capitalists had been formerly yeo ;
P radesmen. l_V!any of the new ironmasters man
e BirminghamasshQuaker families, like the Lloyds and A %
< , who later, from the profits of 1 thegedin
ing houses. St SR

THE REFORM BILL

The new capitalists owni
owning cotton o 11 i
" g cot r woollen m
r;r:}ellj;a; !l-‘:i!tvl:e:tl:“}; ;:rlere not rigidly separated fror:-lllséh;h‘:-,lllgh
) 1 eld power. Consequently, whi i
manufacturing interests demanded a change in yl:'nolil(-:l;rle a;}: cnew
A ame
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into conflict with certain conservative sections of landed and
merchant capital, this conflict did not give rise to another revolu-
tion: the differences could guite easily be resolved within the
framework of the existing State structure.

The important change n policy which the new manufacturers
desired was the abolition of the numerous restrictions of the
Mercantilist period, which hampered expansion, narrowed the
market, and prevented a mobile supply of cheap labor in the
new factory towns. They favored the policy of Laissez-faire—
of leaving the capitalists free from State regulations and restric-
tions.

In 1832 the new manufacturing class secured the passage of
the famous Reform Bill, which extended Parliamentary franchise,
hitherto confined to the wealthy landowners, to the middle classes
In the decade which followed, Free Trade became

generally.
der Gladstone, Liberalism became

the watchword and soon, un
the dominant trend in politics.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What were the economic changes which produced the

decline of feudalism in Britain?

2. What was the character of Cromwell's revolution, and
what were its results?

3. What was the Industrial
did it bring about?

4. What is the difference between the Domestic System
the Factory System?

5. What was the alignment of class forces prior to and after
the passing of the Reform Bill?

RECOMMENDED FOR ADDITIONAL READING
People’s History of England, by A. L. Morton—Chs. VII-XIL

Beginner's Course by Leontiev—

Revolution and what changes

and

Political Economy—A
T,

Capital—Vol. L

There are also references to
18 Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte”
Engels “Ludwig Feuerbach.”

Engels: On Historical Materialism. (Published in the Marx
House pamphlet Dialectical & Historical Materialism.)

Section on Primitive Accumulation

Cromwell's revolution in Marx
( Explanatory Notes), and

11




The Bourgeois Revolution in Europe

E Bourgeois Revolution on the Continent was ushered in

by the Great French Revolution of 1789, which :
passing of the old feudal order. Feudalism ir:c Fl::;rckeedntoh‘:

constituted a ‘‘fetter on production”, it was st i
developments which in England were producing thl:ear:rgal;?gch 5
of the Industrial Revolution. A
By 1789 the power of the Crown in France had bec
absolute. The noble class was now merely parasitic. The Fr Omﬁ
At was no longer a serf, he was becoming more like a teenc t
farmer. But while feudal facts had ceased to exist, feudal thnan
till dominated the law. One third of the peasant's were Sul:_OYY
to feudal regulations, which forbade them to sell or let their 1 ]e§t
Many lords still practised ‘‘socome rights” which forced a?hl
peasants to use the Lord's mill, smithy, etc., at prices decre c‘;
by him. Certain of the dues, such as corvee labor or f ed
work on the roads, were personally humiliating. gee
The nobles and the clergy—the “first” and the ‘‘second
estates —were untaxed, consequently all public expenditurecotl]:
wild extravagance of the Versailles Court, was met directls be
the peasant and town industrial classes—the “'‘third estate"y 5

THE ESTATES GENERAL

French finances had become terribly emb :
and the Court was faced with bankruztcy. al:asf}fg l}? 1789%
securing new funds, the King (Louis B et Dge o
Gieneral-—Nobles, Clergy and Commons—to meet in Mae st_"i’_“]t_:‘:s
let loose the whole flood of hopes of the French peo 13’ is
King merely wanted a financial vote; the people Wapr‘ltez e. I.The
liberty. political
The demand for reforms was centred in .
which was upper middle class in compositiont}(lgﬁ'ls"hlrfd .Estate.
members were Jawyers). Some members of the Fio IES 595
the nobility, had sympathies with the reform movem rstt tate,
many members of the Second Estate, especially the oEn , as did
_ ~ If a joint sitting took place the reform P ?}‘ef parish
‘command a majority. z policy would
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

: The Third Estate invited the other Orders to sit with ;
- King ia'fb'ade this. The Commons replied bxoa:;i::il;g ltti]e E:'i:
BB 12

.
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National Assembly, and took an oath not to disperse until they
had given France a new Constitution. This was the first act
in the Revolution. Soon some members of the clergy began to
sneak across and join the Commons. The King was compelled
to give way, and permitted the other Estates to also join them.

THE STORMING OF THE BASTILLE

In the meantime the King was plotting to bring Marshal
Broglie and a force of loyal troops to Paris to discipline the
three estates. The now reunited Assembly grew worried at these
preparations, and voted flattering addresses to placate the King.
Interpreting this as 2 sign of weakness, Louis XVI dismissed his
fnance minister Necker, whom the people of Paris regarded as
On July 14, the Paris masses took the initiative into

an ally.
A partly armed crowd stormed and captured

their own hands.
the prison fortress of the Bastille.
From Paris the movement spread to the countryside. Every-
where the peasants refused to pay feudal dues. They burst into
the Lord's chateaux and burnt the records of their obligations.
Over the whole of France the feudal apparatus was cast down.

DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN

The Assembly continued its deliberations, and produced the
famous Declaration of Rights of Man, setting out the principles
of the revolution and forming the basis of the new constitution.
In this document the progressive bourgeois character of the
revolution is clearly revealed. It is sufficient to take but four
of its seventeen clauses to illustrate this.

I. “Men are born, and always continue,
respect of their rights. Civil distinctions,
founded only on public utility.

II. "The end of all political association is the preservation
of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man; and these rights
are Liberty, Property, Security and Resistance to Oppression.”

[1I. “The Nation is essentially the source of all sovereignty;
nor can any individual, or any body of men, be entitled to any
authority which is not expressly derived from it.”

XVIL. “The right to property being inviolable and sacred,
no one ought to be deprived of it, except in cases of evident
public necessity, legally ascertained and on condition of previous
just indemnity.” :

In these four clauses we see how, on the one hand, all the
hereditary rights and privileges of the feudal landed nobility are
wiped out. The absolute power of the King is superseded by
the sovereignty of the “Nation”". While on the other hand,
the right to property itself is affirmed to be “‘sacred and mvmh

able'".

free and equal in
therefore, can be

13 S
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The old forms of feudal propert i
privileges pertaining to it are swspt ];wa};, abI:lCtl oari]lyt?: bﬂghts i
by the new forms of bourgeois property, and ne i
and privileges based on same. These newl bour '?W I:lghts
however, are represented as the “'natural rights of g::\lrf” "

THE MARCH ON VERSAILLES

The King at Versailles refused to si i
:r}izre the hParis masses intervened.D ]:geI:l t:; [:e‘ili:;::nba(i"ce
bac);( T:rrl::;?s on c';/efrsal]les ip October, and brought'the ?(?r?g
et Ti-,:?x cni;:led him to attach his signature to the
S tssem y tho_ught _the relvolution had now ended
i Itjects were realised in a limited monarchy and a
pursuance ;)f CI:ut;mgg\E/(il'tso ;?iiill:):{cfs fufrtl-lﬁr o
compel the peasants to buy their likl)ir‘:y Ofmrriuts}fe li::\ednlq(;];;}; 22

THE REPUBLICANS

3 : ;
ia E,arir};tsh?gc:o?f h:_nged on the capacity of the King to play
it e ]réssgtunolrjal.monarch. as had William of Orange
o e el . g h(_)uns XVI, however, was neither willing
e A tl:mth is feudal supporters; he fled from Paris
" el e head of a-counter-revolutionary army which
o ey htesbatkCoblentz had assembled. He was cap-
Elr}hoclobe:, 179gl’ 4 ne:zd.eraltrel It{l';el.)sﬁfztions to the new Assemb?y
: ican majorit 1
]eaiel::r?;nl::c??;e kn}c:wn as tl::e Gironde, l:;lecau};eg?::;f Z‘f"ictl:-gilr.
U il e ale?: that province. There also took shape at
g demandwmﬁg opposition, the Jacobins. The Gironde
;io e chsie?' itn}:; Esic::ie,dwhichdit fell to the Jacobins
e ir emands : i
n;:?:nar;;i tl}‘igal‘ a}.:)ohtlon of the féudal systemw‘;lr.fci (t:lhe FIEFImte:
e rights of the peasants to the common I:zsdls l:v%?cgh-

they had retaken f
4 rom the . : 2
BEal birinie bor the towis lords; and the fixing of maximum

WAR WITH PRUSSIA

In April, i
ol f\r hlosei 733; the Gironde declared war on Austria and
R how. o r} were threatening to intervene on b liznlf
s onI.y 2 vy June the 'French armies were defeated . ad
Ry oo Par_na_tter of time before the invaders wo ida!llx
B e ot b 25 itself. Once again, the Paris masse " r
o :]acob{n : t}!: t.=zrf the leadership of Danton, and Ma:a:aveg
i e ; ¢ ey formed a new organisation, the Co )
gt ?I'h :aRturedbthe Ro'ya[ Palace of the Tuilzr:;;é?n
A f?:em ly hastily deposed Louis, confiscated
o B g : refugee nobles, wiped out feudal dus d
versal suffrage. On September 20 a new A‘;::'m;?y

14 -
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which called itself the Convention, took the place of the old |
and prodaimed the Republic. The enemy was halted at Valmy
and retreated across the border. .

THE ENRAGES

Outside the Convention, in the Paris sections, a new party
was forming, the “Enrages or Wild Men of the most extreme
left. The ranks of the latter were mainly artisans, they main-
tained a link with the Jacobins through Marat, and were con-
stantly demanding’ always more relentless action against the
Royalists or against profiteers and cheating contractors. Like
the Levellers in Cromwell's army, the Enrages and the Jacobins
forced the pace of the Revolution; they carried it to advanced
positions which could not be permanently held, but having been
achieved, protected the main lines of approach, and safeguarded
the chief gains against subsequent reaction. In January, 1793,
King Louis was tried and executed.

THE TRIUMPH OF THE JACOBINS

The Gironde, which was now based on the wealthier classes,
again wanted to end the revolution. In March, 1793, it formed
the Revolutionary Tribunal, “ostensibly to defend the Republic
against counter revolution, in reality a weapon against the Left.
The death penalty was proclaimed for “any socialistic talk’ -
The war with Austria continued, and again began to go against
the Republic. A Girondist general deserted to the enemy, and
the Jacobins seized the opportunity to overthrow the Girondist
government. The revolution, which had remained half-finished,
was suddenly completed by 2 series of decrees and its defence
undertaken by a vigorous executive.

The feudal system was finally eradicated and the land given
to the peasants. A maximum price for necessities was fixed,
and taxation revised to press more heavily on the rich. An
claborate constitution of an extremely democratic character was
passed. Cheating contractors and profiteers, as well as Royalist
plotters, were pul to the guillotine. A new calendar, dating from
the year 1 of Liberty, with new months, was adopted.

THE REACTION OF THERMIDOR

Robespierre now dominated the Committee of Public Safety.
_the executive organ of the revolution, and wielded this power
with the utmost vigor. But he was assailed from within his own
party. From the right Danton and others were demanding that
the Terror cease. From the Left, Hebert, the leader of the
Enrages, demanded that it increase. The Enrages had no
scious plans, only a strong instinctive desire to see :
down in favor of the poor. Hebert, for his
was sent to the guillotine in March, 1
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?pl'-ll byt Da_nton for his “Right Wing opposition’
oviet historians assert that Danton turned “Quislir;g"

By now, however, the war had once agai
. , gain swung i
:rl':z Repdub]lc, and the demand for a relaxation t)gf It]hf:a‘iorl H
reased, as more wealthy and moderate sections of th 1;3”01"
geoisie .fe!t secure and were able to exert greate Ly
Robespierre began to vacillate and was himself u: Ay
sentenced to the guillotine on Thermidor 9 yearp]l o(rll;h;:“'ﬂ’
» is,

July 27, 1794). i i
o B ). The dictatorship of the petty bourgeois was

Modern

acti;l;,}?‘e sgir_ondeTiwe%t back into power, the ‘Thermidor Re-
in. e Terror continued, but it was 1
) . A now a Whit
::e];:tl(:_l ;::glszonary dttl:‘r‘ll‘iar‘.:l hThe Jacobins and Robespierrils:s,'
wn and killed throughosut F Pi iec
the lower middle class legislati e s
: gislation of the Jacobin d
until the new Constitutio T e
" W n of the Year Il gave b
big bourgeoisie the exclusive privilege of francghise it it

BABEUF’'S SOCIALIST REYOLT

% ‘?tiifore the. p_eriocl ended Francois Noel Babeuf, in
E:: T a Socialist revolt in Paris® (The '
= g::?ﬁza,);t FII-:u:t uprising ;iva:;l prgrnature in time, but extremely
ificant. epresented the first serious attem 1
pt to achie
i;cl;{l)ﬁm by almovcment 'oflthe laboring masses. Babeuf lar‘:dc
e ﬁ\i\r?‘: pfatlz\;d a sol’flallst construction on the Declaration
-} :n ds of Man. His proposal was to make the vast con-
SR E:I%:mnaimed possessions the nucleus of a Socialist
ity. e revolt was suppressed and Babeuf executed.

Babeuf's utopia—e itari i i

: i gualitarian Communism—arises i %

:::d of I1:l';e gverthrnw of feudalism, and it is the rism:ﬁ t'}'l:fptfe

th'eew: oped stature of the proletariat itself and of the lack of
material conditions for its liberation” (Marx.)

NAPOLEON BOMNAPARTE

In 1799 the bourgeoisie, for :
o » the Bﬂke of ,add d &
R e e
. IS main gains of t Sl :
into neighboring feudal countries. Wheres ution were carried
erever th 8 "
of the French Republic penetrated, they carrie':!n'::vriet‘futlﬁ.,::n:l}?:

~ new bourgeois gospel of Liberty, Equality i
: . erty, Equality and Fraternity, and the -
$ . Code Napoleon, the new legal system of bourgeois p::pe:t;‘

I 1796,
Conspiracy of the

" Between 1799 and 1815 bousgeois France dominated the
Continent of Ewrope.  North ltaly, Switzerand, %ﬂé??,},’f‘ﬁfgﬁ,':;

Roit, T Spals: Suith Tt ought _practically under French
. strong; ‘m im,-“" SN SRERSRS e Toll i nfu

’
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Prussia and Poland were made to serve

as oppressed and unwilling allies. Napoleon over-reached him-
self, however, in 1812. when he invaded Russia and was turned
back from Moscow, losing the majority of his army in the catas-
trophic retreat. Napoleon was finally defeated and his power
destroyed in the Battle of Waterloo, in June, 1815.

THE TREATY OF VIENNA

The Treaties of Vienna and Paris, which concluded the war
after Napoleon's defeat, were intended to stabilise the old semi- |
feudal Europe against the “dangerous revolutionary influence” |
which had spread from France. Kings and princes were restored |
to the thrones from whence they had been toppled by Napoleon. |
In France a Bourbon, Louis XVIII, was restored to the throne.
The new King, however, had to accept most of the changes of
the revolution, just like Charles II in England. While granting i
the right of a Parliament with advisory and critical powers, Louis I
kept the executive entirely in his own hands, and governed
through a body of Royal nominees called a Council of State.

But the Napoleonic code of law and many other reforms were l

retained. |

THE “JULY DAYS” OF 1830
In 1824 Louis was succeeded by Charles X, who, like James |1

1l in England, showed a desire to revert to pre-revolutionary con-
ditions.. The influence of the nobility and the Church was re- \
stored and  severe repressive measures taken against liberals.
When the Liberals in Parliament protested against the appoint-
ment of an emigre landlord and nobleman to the Ministry.
Charles responded by restricting the franchise. Even the most
moderate sections of the bourgeoisie declared the need for some
changes and proposed to replace Charles by his cousin Louis
Phillipe of Orleans. 3

Finally, in 1830, a year of trade depression, the masses of
Paris revolted and established a revolutionary government at the
Hotel de Ville. The Liberals took advantage of the situation to
effect a "'palace coup’ and set Louis Phillipe as “the Bourgeois
Monarch” on the throne. 3

THE REVOLT OF 1848

\. e,
1830 represented a victory for the. big bourgeoisie,

the
wealthy merchants and financiers, who grew richer under Louis
Phillipe’s regime. But the smaller traders and employers
the new sections of industrial capitalists who were app
were excluded from any say in the government.
counterparts in Britain ‘who were behind_th '
‘Reform _.!pfﬁﬁ. \ese elements in




France experienced a more drastic solution
thal:l England, thanks again to the revolutionarytOartcli]:ufrogalim
Pans_ masses. In February, 1848, the Government forbac(:l) the
holding of an opposition political banquet. The Li]: t}E
threatened to appeal to the people. The people fral:
tth at their word and demonstrated on the streets. Cla (;10
with the police and troops led to barricades being erectd. L:)u?:

Phillipe fled to E i
a u; o England and a Republican Government was again

LOUIS BLANC AND SOCIALISM

When'the new Provisional Government settled down it was
found to include two representatives of the insurgent Parisian
masses who called themselves socialists, the journalist, Louis
Blanc and his follower, the gasworker Albert. ;

Louis B"lanc's program, which was acclaimed by the work-
ers as the “Social Republic” was a confused petty bourgeois
variety of socialism which called for national workshops under
worker control and subsidised by the State.

The bourge_ois representatives in the Government, to get rid
of B]anc‘ apd silence his supporters, told him to collect together
a Commission and report on Social reorganisation to the Consti-
tuent Assembly when it met.

Blanc summoned the Commission from the workers of Paris
by trades. Everyl c_raft sent accredited delegates to Luxembourg
where the Commission sat and they adopted Louis Blanc's pro-

p'osals. lnst.ea.d of the agitation for the “'Social Republic” being
sidetracked it became more insistent.

e ']':o split the workers the government established its own
National Workshops.” It had two objects in mind, firstly that
the sc.hep:le should fail for lack of finance and so discredit Louis
Blan.c.a _Socialism" and secondly, that the workers enrolled in
the “National Workshops” should become a political army at-
tached to the bourgeoisie and in opposition to the Luxembour
Commission. 2

THE WORKERS ARE CRUSHED

On April 23 elections were held for the Nationa -
The scene of the revolution till then had been conﬁn!:éA ::erl:l’lsﬁliz’
- Now the_ [::rrovinces were brought in and the voice of the peasante;
was decisive. _The needs of the peasantry had been satisfied:
they were now in possession of the land, and in consequence had
become conservati‘ve. The Socialists were routed and the Mod-
. mun"retumad with a huge majority. The "‘National Work
shops had served their turn and could now be liquidated r A.
‘decree was issued drafting the men in the workshops into th
~army. ‘in face of this threat the workshop employees united witl‘:
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the followers of the Luxembourg Commission and issued a com- \
mon program. But the workers were not yet conscious of what
they were fighting for. |

The program referred in vague terms to the ‘‘Social |
Republic”’, but no one had a clear picture of what this meant or
how it was to be achieved. The only thing the workers were |
clear about was who they were fighting against. Once more
they manned the barricades, and for four days, from June 23
to June 26, fought against the combined forces of capitalist
society. Finally the Army and the National Guard, under General |
Cavaignac, succeeded in crushing the insurrection with terrific I
slaughter.

1848 IN GERMANY

In February 1848 news of the French uprising and the abdi-
cation of Louis Phillipe reached South Germany and gave im- |
petus to the democratic movement there. \

Germany at this time consisted of a Federation of 36 petty
states, chief of which were Austria and Prussia. The Federal
Diet, in which only the ruling Princes were represented, was dom- ‘
inated by the Austrian Minister Metternich (who is mentioned
at the beginning of the Manifesto of the Communist Party). ‘
Austria was still the political leader of Germany, but the rival |
Prussia had gathered round her into a customs union (the Zolver- ‘
ein) practically all central and north Germany.

Compared with Britain and France, Germany was still in a |
backward condition. Economic development was retarded by
political dismemberment, and one of the chief tasks of the revo- |
lution was to create a unified democratic State. |

This task was put forward by Marx and Engels. Through }
the columns of the Neue Rheinische Zeitung, Marx carried out 3
a vigorous campaign around the demand for a single, indivisible,
democratic German republic; for the unification of Germany into
2 nation. Marx and Engels opposed both the North German
petty bourgeois democrats, who were prepared to suffer a “*demo-
cratic Prussian emperor,”’ and the South Germans, who wanted
a federated republic on the Swiss model. They supported the
most extreme bourgeois democrats, and at the same time brought
to the forefront and emphasised the specific demands of the
proletariat. 7

On February 24, 1848, Louis Phillipe was driven out of
Paris and the French Republic proclaimed. On ‘March 13 the
people of Vienna rose in revolt, and caused Prince Metternich
to flee from the capital. Five days later, on March 18, the
people of Berlin took up arms and compelled the surrend
the king. Constitutional governments were set up. |
the liberal bourgeoisie directly seized upon t _
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In Austria, where the bourgeoisi

.y geoisie was less well educated iti
!he more liberal members of the old State bureaucr i
into office. ARy WREE

But the bourgeoisie 1 i
geoisie in’ Prussia and Austria did

y : ; not

.'suﬁ:{mept strength to maintain their power and to adapfssfs

lfns:[tultmni‘?f the country to their own wants and ideasp 'lzhe

eudal nobility and the old bureaucra l o
: cy were overthrown ;

nc»::l destroyed. AThe hl:feral bourgeoisie were afraid of the n;a.::;u':

aﬁ_ turnet:l against their allies, choosing instead to conclude :S.

alliance with the conquered feudal and bureaucratic interests £

After the popul i i i

pular victories of Vienna and Berli
; in, a G
Natlor_xal ],:\ssembly was elected for all Germany. This ‘:Zm::
is::ng::lvet odﬁ was expected by the people to settle every maliter
thepr)fe :xhn éo act as the highest legislative authority for the
e ot eb e_rmanlconfederation. But instead of acting
itselfg:},l:znii'y ly dllssolvmg the ?Id Federative Diet and declaring

egal expression of the soverei 1
- : gn will of the Ge '

5:;:]5' anfd se}:u&ng to itself an organised and armed ;21?:2

e of upholding its authorit i
: : y, the Assembly f its:
time away in abstract constitutional debates. e

. f:?;isgavg the counter-revolution full opportunity to regroup
s 50 ustanlB::;) recapture Fhe lost positions. By the beginning
gust, , the Glorious German Revolution had fizzled

out, a complete fiasco, th
o , thanks to the cowardice of t i
bourgeoisie and their great fear of the masses R

1848 IN HUNGARY

B - :

aﬁ_airy c[cfln:ﬁanson. the Hungarlz?n revolution was a more dashing

pemr. S ‘gary "’\]’135‘ then a .kmgdom under the Austrian Em-
i as still in a semi-feudal condition. It was mainly

a country of nobles and 1
: peasants, i
and practically no proletariat. S e

1 ; :

fmmnFtrl:,c:a:}feolf{ uleer_al eBthumasm which followed the news

) ) | ngarian Diet adopted a dem i i

tion and abolished feudal dues. The Austrian Gosizirmc;orﬁsz::t
&

t].ed up Wlth the levolutlon In Vienna, and COU]d Oﬂe]' no resist-

thefl::er\:hllet the Hungarians desired freedom for themselve
ey ¥ no ;o read_y to grant the same privileges to the C e
o avs ;.m er 1‘.]1::11 control. Revolts broke out am gt
mcn: E)eofﬁ;;; ;vil;::h were ::lncouraged by the Austrian Enogvetrie
own ends. When the Vienna isi N
b‘e;x’al' cl:usli:ed. Austria was able to turn all its fo;.::rls;ng h:ld
:‘ itl:;g the I—liunganan revolt. In January, 1849 ; ohwarhs
p m;;c‘:as Eﬁ‘cn;fter. the Hungarians had put up 'a' m:St ii e
omf R“. : .f e Austrians were compelled to call on tghm %ent
ssia for assistance before the revolution was finally cruihe;sr
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1848 IN ITALY

Italy was another country to be shaken by revolution in 1848.
It was still in the position it had been left at the time of the
Treaty of Vienna, and consisted of a number of separate and
scattered small States. Lombardy and Venice were ruled by |
Austria, while the remaining SiX Or seven were divided among |
a number of potentates, including the Pope.

= il

This political disunity was retarding economic development. ‘i
Spon after the revolution in Paris, Milan rose and expelled the |
Austrians. Venice followed suit. The King of Piedmont, one |
of the more advanced States, put himself at the head of the \
national movement. Lombardy and Venice accepted fusion with
Piedmont, but the King, Charles Albert, was defeated by the
Austrians at Custozza, and compelled to sign a truce.

In February the Pope was expelled by the masses from Rome,
and the Grand Duke from Florence, and republics were set up ‘
in these two places. The Roman Republic particularly, under |
the military leadership of Garibaldi, showed stubborn resistance |
to the attempts of the Austrians and the French (who had been }
called in to restore the Pope) to suppress it. By the end of |
1849 the Italian Revolution was also over for the time being, ]
reaction having triumphed.

Compared with 1640 and 1789, bourgeois revolutions of
1848 were half-hearted affairs. The rising bourgeoisie in the
European States were certainly anxious to acquire more political
power to advance their class interests in the same way as their
counterparts in Britain and France, but in 1848 a new force
had appeared on the scene—the workers, and the bourgeoisie
were afraid to push the revolution to its logical conclusion in
case the struggle should result in power passing to the workers
and not to themselves.

UNIFICATION FROM ABOVE

The failure of the German bourgeoisie to achieve national
unification by revolutionary action from below, left the way clear
for the Prussian Junkers to bring it about by reactionary means
from above.

Acting through Bismarck, the Prussian Junkers undertook
the unification of Germany in their own interests, employing a
mixture of base diplomacy and dynastic wars against German
as well as foreizn States. This had far reaching ar
extremely harmful consequences for the German pe!l:nple,L which
have not been outlived to this day. 3

Prussia’s victory over the Austrians at Sadowa in
started the process of subjugating all Germany to Pr )
mony. The victorious Prussian Junkers elimi
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from German affairs, and forced the petty German  States to
join the North German Confederation. = Marx described this
regime as a peculiar mixture of Prussian reaction and the methods
of the Bonapartist Second Empire: “While carefully preserving
all the native beauties of her old system she (Prussia) superadded
all the tricks of the Second Empire, its real despotism and its
mock democracy, its political shams and its financial jobbery, its
high flown talk and its low legerdemains’.

From the moment the Prusso-German Empire came into
existence Marx and Engels vigorously assailed it as *‘a State which
is nothing but a police guarded despotism, embellished with
parliamentary forms alloyed with a feudal admixture, bureau-
cratically constructed and already influenced by the bourgeoisie’.

The Prusso-German Empire became the most militaristic
country in Europe, a source of constant war danger. Armed
to the teeth, it compelled the other nations to follow suit. The
Prussian Junkers made war between France and Germany inevit-

able, and it was on their provocation that Napoleon 111  com-
menced hostilities, in 1870.

To Germany this war was objectively defensive in character,
as a victory for Napoleon Il would have hampered the national
unification of the country. But the aims of the Junkers were
not defensive; they wanted to rivet the yoke of the Hohenzollern
dynasty upon the whole of Germany and to wrest Alsace-Lor-
raine from France. This became clear when they persisted with
the war after the Emperor had been deposed and a republic
proclaimed in France. Prussia capped her predatory war on
France by her intervention in the Paris Commune in 1871, when
she came to the assistance of the counter-revolutionary Ver-
sailles govérnment, against the French workers.

The association of the agrarian Junkers, bankers and big
industrialists became particularly close in the period of imperial-
ism. The coalescence of interests of these social groups gave
to German imperialism a special character which Lenin defined
as “Junker-bourgeois imperialism’’.

Germany's defeat in World War I, and the November, 1918,
revolution, which abolished the monarchy and proclaimed the
republic, dislodged the Junkers from their dominant positions
in the State apparatus. But it did not altogether change the
special character of German imperialism. As a result of the
November revolution the German capitalist class acquired full
power, that is, it formally subjected the State to its rule, whereas
previously it had left the government in the hands of the Junker
caste, knowing that on the whole its interests would be served.

The alliance between the Junkers and the b 14
not completely severed in 1918. What happene;uwrviio:sl::t 1:'}:::
bourgeoisie, and in the first place the big bourgeoisie, the financial

oligarchy, asserted its supremacy and the Junkers were relegated
to a subordinate position.

Dislodged from their po‘sitions by t}}e_ republic, the m'{litary
clique commenced to organise secret ml]lta_ry and seml—mglitary
podies, which aimed at the restoration of their lost power. hes‘e
reactionary organisations were not only tolerated by the bourgetl:us
republican governments, but were employed to crush the revolu-
tionary workers. ;

Krupp, Thys‘seh. Stinnes and other leading hght.s of hGerman
imperialism financed these fascist bands, ‘and b}w;nlt dt em |:p
against the day when they _couldA ehmlna}e the emoc.r:cxt 1;:
republic and set up the unrestricted dictatorship of ﬁ_naémcebcapl al.
This took place in 1933, when thf: old Junker, Hm_ en 1~_urg, :s
President, carried out the instructions of tht? financial olga;: Vg
and made Hitler Chancellor, thus raising fascism to power. Fas-
cism is '‘the open terrorist dictatorsblp of the most reactionary,
most chauvinistic and most imperialist elements of finance capi-
tal” (Dimitrov).

The Hitlerite regime restored the Junkers as a force, 'Put as a
force subservient to the interests of fmance capital, which now
controlled the State through the Nazi Party.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What was the character of the Great French Revolution?

7. What class interest did the G_ironde represent, and what
part did it play in the Revolution? .

3. Who did the Jacobins represent, and what was their role
in the Revolution?

4. What caused the downfall of the Jacobin dictatorship, and
why was it inevitable at that time?

5. What were the nature and significance of the revolts of
18482
ADDITIONAL READING

Any standard history of the French Revolution.

The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine.

Revolution and Counter Revolution in Germany: Marx.
18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte: Marx.
Marx and Engels on Reactionary Prussianism.
‘The Class Struggles in France, 1_843—50: Marx.




Rise of the Working Class Movement

BOURGEOIS INFLUENCES:

IN the period of liberal democratic revolt against semi-feudal
and aristocratic influences which blocked the path of progress,
the workers had generally followed behind their employers in
advancing revolutionary demands. This was particularly the
case in Germany, France and ltaly. Even in England, where
capitalist exploitation was much more developed, the middle class
were able to rally politically the working class behind the bour-
geois movement. Much of the discontent of the workers against
the conditions of the Industrial Revolution, expressed in strikes
and Luddite riots, was canalised politically in the Reform agitation
for the extension of the franchise. It was not until the British
workers realised that they had been fooled by the Reform Act
of 1832 that the seeds of a separate class movement took root
among them.

Marx and Engels, when they appeared on the scene, made it
one of their chief tasks to facilitate this separation of the working
class from the bourgeoisie, and to imbue the workers’ movement
with a consciousness of its independent Socialist aims.

ROBERT OWEN

Robert Owen, the “father of co-operation,” was a wealthy
cotton manufacturer with advanced humanitarian views. He
believed that environment and not “‘shiftlessness” was responsible
for the degradation of the workers. He experimented in his
own New Lanarkshire Mills in 1800 by improving the wages,
housing and working conditions of his employees, and installing
educational facilities, and noted a marked all-round improvement
in the health and demeanour of the workers.

From 1812, Owen became an ardent advocate for reform.
He attributed all the ills of capitalist society to competition, and
agitated for the universal substitute of co-operation. After some
~ unsuccessful attempts to found Communist colonies in America,

~ not employment agencies, but bazaars where products were

~ exchanged directly by the producers on the basis of the labor-

~ time spent on production. These plans also failed, but they

~ brought Owen into contact with the workers, and he conceived
r . R

" he returned to Britain to organise Labor Exchanges. These were

-

the idea of using the growing trade unions for the immediate
achievement of his ideal ''Co-operative Commonwealth.”

THE GRAND NATIONAL CONSOLIDATED T.U.
The Combination Acts of 1799-1800 forbade the workers

to organise legally into trade unions. Secret and semi-secret
societies carried on the struggle until 1824-5, when the Acts
were repealed. Then followed one of the most revolutionary
periods in the history of English trade unionism. In 1829 the
Lancashire Cotton Spinners launched a scheme of national organ-
isation known as the Grand General Union of the United Kingdom.
This was followed almost immediately by another society, the
National Association for the Protection of Labor. This federation
enrolled about 150 different unions, with 100,000 members in
textile and metal industries, and published its own sevenpenny
weekly journal, “The Voice of the People.’

e e

By 1831, however, these two bodies were overshadowed in
importance by the Operative Builders' Union, which united the
craft unions in the building industry on a national basis. After
the Reform Act of 1832 had extended the franchise to the
middle class and excluded the working class, the O.B.U. increased
its membership by hundreds of thousands. Owen addressed the
Manchester Conference of the Union in 1833, and it adopted his -
scheme of organisation and aims.

Besides the O.B.U., a large number of new unions had sprung
up, largely under Owenite influence. The employers retaliated
against this growth of unionism by locking out their workmen
until they had signed a document pledging themselves not to
join a union.

The new unions were brought together in conference by Owen
in January, 1834, for the formation of a general union, .wl'nch
assumed the title Grand National Consolidated Trades Union.

PROGRAM OF THE G.N.C.T.U.

The program of Owenism adopted by the G.N.C.T.U. was,
in effect, a kind of syndicallism, with the various trades organised
in associations and -united at the same time through delegates
to a Grand National Council. Every Trade Union or Company
was to be an independent unit, controlling its own industry,
excluding commercial competition, and destined ﬁng\lly to super-
sede the State as well as the capitalist.

Owen had no understanding of the class struggle and
not contemplate violence. He thought the owning class ¢
be won over by argument, more especially when conl
ready-made machinery for ‘the new co-operate
shape of the GN.CTU.




The agitation for a general strike as the chief weapon to be
employed by the GN.C.T.U. came from one of Owen’s followers,
a shoemaker, William Benbow, who later became prominent jr;
the Chartist movement. When they became sufficiently organised
the whole working class would proclaim a “holiday month,” and
lay down its tools. Capitalism would become bankrupt and

the G.N.C.T.U. would take control.
DECLINE OF THE G.N.C.T.U.

For the first month it looked as though nothing could resist
the onward march of the GN.C.T.U. Membership increased
by leaps and bounds, and passed half a million in less than a
month. But in March, 1834, it received a heavy blow by the
conviction of the “'Six Dorchester Laborers,”” who were sentenced
to seven years transportation on a framed up charge of adminis-
tering unlawful oaths. Their real crime was to combine in an
attempt to raise their wages from 7/- to 10/- a week. More
severe blows ‘came from within the organisation itself, by the
s!sctmna] strikes, which were resorted to on the least, and at
times without any, provocation. These numerous petty, and
unsuccessful, local stoppages soon depleted the Union's coffers
and sapped its strength. Dissension broke out among the Exe-

cutive and in August, 1834, the G.N.C.T.U. was formally dis-
solved. :

ORIGINS OF CHARTISM
The collapse of the GN.CT.U. left the way open for a

political revival among the workers.

clubs scattered throughout the count

{}::io?}? Bl]}l] :lf lBiZ.l During the height of the Owenite agita-
ese had sunk into insignificance, but by 1836

marked signs of renewed activity, z P e

One of the revivified or

Ther_e were many radical
ry which had survived the

C he | ganisations was the London Working-
men’'s Association. This was a purely working class bg:i];mgf
allnglc;d craftsmen: l_ed by a cabinet maker, William Lovett. In
> }; the Association drew up a petition containing six points,
Which were next year embodied in a Bill, called the People's
Charter, and circulated throughout the country for approval}.

ﬂ:The.slx p‘l:unts of the famous Charter were: Universal male
suftrage; equal electoral districts; vote by secret ballot: payment
L ]

of members; annual parliamen
= t, and no i :
for members of parliament.. ey e

Few Chartists regarded these six point i
u':lvas, and conside.red that these pre:visi:n:a \::u?c? dn::athig:
victory of the working class, just as 1832 had meant the vl?ct
of the middle class. Most Chartists believed that the w;rkt:?;
would then EO forward to achieve “economic equaiity" or
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~ 1841, when O'Connor came out of prison and reo:

Socialism, although there were differences of opinion as to
how.
THE FIRST PETITION

Strangely enough it was a Birmingham banker, Thomas
Attwood, who contributed much to the early rapid growth of
Chartism. Attwood was a M.P., with a private scheme of
currency refo.rm to push, and sought to use the mass movement
for his own ends. His proposal, however, that all supporters
of the Charter elect a sort of anti-parliament, to be called a Con-
vention, caught on. This Convention would present a Petition
for the Charter to be passed, and if Parliament refused, a general
strike would be called.

Attwood could hardly have forseen the enthusiastic response
his plan would meet. All over England tremendous mass meet-
ings and demonstrations took place, especially in the industrial
north.  Signatures were collected by the thousand and delegates
elected to the Convention. :

Two major trends revealed themselves within the movement
at this time. The so-called “physical force” section, headed by
Feargus O'Connor, which, despite its theoretical shortcomings
represented the proletarian, socialist element in the movement.
And the so-called “Moral Force,” section, headed by Lovett and
Attwood, which represented the petty bourgeois, reformist, trend.

The Convention met in London in February, 1839, and the
“Moral Force' adherents were in the ascendency. - After some
debate the sitting was transferred to Birmingham. Here the
Convention clashed with the police, and Lovett was arrested.
It returned to London, slowly losing prestige as it procrastinated
in delivering the Petition. When the latter was delivered over
to Parliament, it was found to contain 1,245,000 names (double
the membership of the G.N.C.T.U.).

In July the House of Commons rejected the Petition, and
the Convention called for a ‘'sacred month,” ie., a month's
general strike, as originally advocated by Robert Owen's disciple
William Benbow. Ten days later it withdrew this instruction
on the grounds that “the masses are not prepared.”

Conscious of its helplessness in face of the Government's
repressive measures, the Convention dissolved on September 14.

The first phase of the great Chartist movement closed with
an unsuccessful attempt at insurrection at Newport, South Wales,
in November, 1839. Frost and other leaders of the Newport
rebellion were transported to Australia. O'Connor and other
Chartist leaders were gaoled. o

| SECOND PETITION
Chartism entered upon its second phase of develop:
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National Charter Association. Lovett and most of the “Moral
_Force_ men were now outside the movement, and were co-operat-
ing with the middle class Free Traders.

A fresh Petition was drawn up, demanding the six points
of the original Charter. It was more arrogant in tone than the
first Petition, and ‘more clearly expressed the. economic as well
as the political needs of the workers. It even ventured to com-
pare the wage of Queen Victoria with an ordinary laborer's,

The National Charter Association was also more in the nature
of a political party, with a centralised Executive and local branches
It also had closer ties with the existing economic organisation;
of' the workers. A Doctor M'Doull had been instrumental jin
bringing many trade unions into the Chartist movement.

The Second Petition secured 3,300,000 signatures, which was
far more than the number of electors of the “Reformed’’ Parlia-
ment. But once again it was rejected by Parliament. The Asso-
ciation waited on a word from O'Connor as to the next move
but .O.C_:onnor had nothing to say. However, the workers tooI;
the initiative into their own hands. = A local strike which broke
out in Acton in August, 1842, was turned into a strike for the
Charter. The time had come, the workers reckoned to apply

the “sacred month.” A general strike was called and industry

throughout Lancashire, Yorkshire and most of the midlands was
completely paralysed. The strike coincided with a cycle of
trade depression, the workers had no resources the
employers could afford to wait, and the sacred month co]fapsed.

O'Connor turned his ‘attenti
n ion to land settlement sche
Chartism again declined. -

1848 REVIVAL OF CHARTISM

News of the Continental revolutions of Februar
1848, I?VIVEd Chartism in Britain. Drilling begs.;nan:l Igimhé
Convention was called and a new petition sent up and dc?wn'the
country for signatures. Conflicts with the police became fre-
qul;l'lt and regular. At one big meeting the Chartists chased the
police out of Trafalgar Square. O'Connor and his chief lieute
ant, Ernest Jones, went around the country whipping up th:il;

X m S ent| h m Xt &
fo"owe s to enor ou husmsm by the ost e ravagant prom

O'Connor claimed that the new Petition had 6,000,000 signa- -

tures, and made speeches which led his followe i

. s to b
AP';!:] 10, the day selected for ijts presentation tz I;a::-‘l:i‘:::nthatt
would be the day of revolution. But no serious prepamti::l;

were made by O'Connor or his i
e supporters to organise for revolu-

Nevertheless the Government di-poseé it li i
forces around London as though such aerio:;r ::Z;;:fiont::h::g
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been made, and when the day dawned and O'Connor saw this
display of strength, he wisely abandoned the mass procession
to the House of Commons and had the Petition conveyed there
in a cab. It was found to contain two million and not eix million
names, as he had claimed.

This third failure marked the final eclipse of Chartism, the
first great movement of the British working class for self emanci-
pation. In an article published in the “London Commonweal,”
in 1885, Engels wrote: “Forty years ago England stood face to
face with a crisis solvable, to all appearances, by force only . ...
The working masses of the towns demanded their share of
political power—the People’'s Charter; they were supported by
the majority of the small trading class, and the only difference
between the two was whether the Charter should be carried by
physical or by moral force. Then came the commercial crash
of 1847 and the Irish famine, and with both, the prospect of
revolution.

The French revolution of 1848 saved the English middle class.
The Sacialist pronunciamentos of the victorious French work-
men frightened the small middle class of England, and disorgan-
ised the narrowér, but more matter of fact, movement of the
English working class. At the very moment when Chartism was
bound to assert itself in its full strength, it collapsed internally
before even it collapsed externally on April 10, 1848,

The action of the working class was thrust into the background.
The capitalist class triumphed along the whole line.  (Preface to
Engels “Conditions of the British Working Class.”")

For a time Ernest Jones tried to keep the movement alive,
and received considerable advice and assistance from Marx and
Engels. But certain economic changes were now taking place,
leading to an improvement in the conditions of the org?nised
upper section of British workers. Jones himself reflected these
changes, becoming more and more bourgeois in outlook and
opportunist in politics, until finally in 1859 Marx broke with him
completely. About the same time Engels expressed the opinion
that the FEnglish proletarian movement in its old traditional
Chartist form would have to completely perish before the British
workers would find the true path to Socialism. ;

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What role did the workers play in the period of liberal
‘democratic revolt against feudalism? R
2. What kind of Socialism did Robert Owen advocate,
and what influence did it have on the early British la
movement?d - o " :
3. What was the G.N.C.T.U., what was it
was it organised, what factors brought ab
L R T




4, What was the People's Charter, how did it originate?
5. What was ‘the significance of the Chartist movement.
what :'ere 1tsbpositive and negative aspects, and wl::;:
was the combination of circumsta ic
about its decline? Sty bl'OUght‘
Additional Reading: “Conditions of the Working Class in
England in 1844, F. Engels.

“From Chartism to Laborism”
Rothstein. o i
“A New View of Society,”
i ciety,”” Robert

~ world-historic_revolution

Marx, Engels and First International -

MARX AND ENGELS

IN the 1840’s, when Marx and Engels were growing to manhood,
the bourgeois democratic revolution in Europe was reaching
At the same time the proletariat was beginning to

its climax.
an independent force.

come forward and assert itself as

After rapidly passing through a phase of bourgeois radicalism,
Marx and Engels arrived at their scientific socialist convictions.
Engels, in the History of the Communist League, writes: ““When
| visited Marx in Paris in the summer of 1844, our complete
agreement in all theoretical fields became evident, and from
thatj time our joint work dates. . . . When, in the spring of 1845,
we met again in Brussels, Marx had already fully developed his
materialistic theory of history in its main features . . . . and we
now applied ourselves to working out in detail, in the most varied
directions, the newly won mode of outlook™. (Karl Marx,

Selected Works, Vol 2.)

In 1847 Marx and Engels were invited to join the League
of the Just, a secret proupaganda society of German origin, which
espoused a vague utopian socialism. Under their influence the
League was rapidly iransfotmed; /At ‘a- Conpress jn London, in
the summer of 1847, the old mystical name was dropped and
the title Communist League adopted. The League was re-
organised into local sections, circles, leading circles, Central
Committee and Congress. It became in fact the model of a
workers' revolutionary political Party.

A second Congress. was held in November/December of
the same year, which unanimously adopted the basic principles
of scientific Socialism advanced by Marx and Engels, who were
commissioned to draw up the famous Manifesto of the Com- o
munist Party, which appeared in February, 1848.

“With the clarity and brilliance of genius, this work o
a new conception of the world; it represents consistent
extended _also to the realm of social life; it pr I:
as the most comprehensive and profound ]

theory eif!he' class

‘ment; it advances the |
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the workers were content to ftollow 1

British Liberals.
le towards the end of the 1850s,

when the crisis © 1857 sharpened the struggle. A wave o
strikes took place in 1859 and 1861, mainly among building
workers, out of which was born the first London Trades Council,

forerunner of the Trade Union Congress.
LABOR MOVEMENT IN FRANCE

In France the reaction which followed 1848 dealt a heavy
blow to the militant workers’ organisations and the peacefu]. petty
bourgeois theories of Proudhon gained ground.

Proudhon was hostile to capitalism; but instead of seeing
that the origin of poverty in capitalist society was to be found
in the sphere of production, he thought it existed in the realm
of exchange. rom this basis he concluded that the methods 1
of struggle against capitalism should be the organisation of mutua [

credit associations, co-operatives, etc.

Proudhon was not a socialist, - He regarded social ownership
of the means of production as a form of ‘‘crude tyranny,  an
looked on communist society as @ society of slaves’”. His social
ideal was a society of small proprietors acting as independent
producers of commodities. He was opposed to the political
struggle of the working class; even strikes were condemned by
him as "obiectionable and immoral weapons of struggle.”

Proudhonism represented the interests of the petty bourgeoisie,
the artisan, the small producer, ruined by capitalism, and trying

to regain his economic independence—to drag history back, as
it were. The popularity achieved by this thoroughly middle
g the French workers at this time

class, reactionary theory amon

can only be explained by the fact that large-scale capitalist pro-
duction had not yet developed to any great extent, and no clear-
cut line of demarcation existed between wage workers and
handicraftsmen.

THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN GERMANY

The German working class had also been profoundly affected
by the defeat of 1848. Up to the 'sixties the workers general-ly
tailed behind the liberal bourgeoisie. But the rapid growth o

capitalism in Germany in the 'sixties and ‘seventies transformed

it into a highly developed industrial country and brought about
some advance in the workers movement.

In 1862, on the initiative of the workers of Saxony, 2 Com-
mittee was set up at Leipzig to convene a National Labor Conle
encs:. The ‘Committee contacted Lassalle, a x@d 1 ‘
who had 'ipalnetﬂtw,.pf the workers, requesti

o A g . . as 4 sl

of activities: In politics
the “Radical’ wing of the
This situation changed a litt




on the tasks of the working class. In reply Lassalle emphasised
the necessity of breaking away from the Progressives, the party
of the liberal bourgeoisie, and forming an independent working
class organisation. On May 23, 1863, at Leip

German Workers was formed with Lassalle as t

Lassalle rendered the German Labor move
vice in helping to arouse the class consciousness
and organise them independently.
father of opportunism, and
pernicious influence on the

he first President,

ment a great ser-
of the proletariat
But Lassalle was also the
in this respect exercised a most
German Labor movement.

Lassalle was by no means a Marxist, although he plagiarised
many of the teachings of Marx. In the struggle against the
liberal bourgeoisie, lassalle tried to retain the goodwill of the
Junkers, and in return for supporting Bismarck, he hoped to
gain concessions for the workers. These tactics of Lassalle were
condemned by Marx as treachery to the proletarian cause: they
were turning the workers’ movement into a pillar of Prussiag
absolutism.

Lassalle shared Proudhon's dislike
useless if aimed at bringing about higher
were regulated by an “iron law"” which
by struggle. The State was to be th

the working class would achieve its e
Lassalle.

Whereas the anarchists held that the State was the root cause
of all evil in society, and set out to abolish it at one stroke,
Lassalle held precisely the opposite to be true.  According to his
bourgeois idealist conception ‘‘the real function of the State from
€arliest times has been the training and development of mankind
towards freedom.” With this as his' starting point, Lassalle

suffrage, and
Tepresentation
y abolish class

for strikes. These were
wages because the latter
was fixed and unalterable
e medium through which
mancipation, according to

of the interests of the

differences.” Lassalle's ideas on the State, as well as those of
the anarchists, were proved by Marx and Engels to be false.

Documents discovered some years afterwards revealed that
Lassalle was paid by Bismarck,

A second organisation of the German proletarjat was the
Social Democratic Labor Party, formed at a Congress in Eisenach

in 1859, under the leadership. of Wilhelm Liebknecht and August
Bebel.  Thi subsequently b i %
German working class, and ny other existing
organisation to being a real Marxist Party. The leaders remained
in close contact with Marx and Engels and often, though not
invariobly, accepted their advice. A sharp criticism of Lieb-
t and Co. is contained in the Critique of the Gotha Pro-
Zram, written by Marx in 1875, : .
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a resolution upholding the socialisation of the land and basic
means of production. This meant that the [nternational frankly
declared its adherance to Communist principles.

The first three Congresses of the International devoted serious
the war danger. In 1866 the war between Austria
had just come to an end, and the Franco-German
war loomed clearly ahead. The International called upon the
intervene in the foreign policy of their respective
and to protest against reactionary war.

SECOND PERIOD. STRUGGLE AGAINST BAKUNINISM

Although the Brussels Congress marked the triumph of
Marxism over Proudhonism, there was still not ideological unity
in the ranks of the International. The place of Proudhon was
taken by the Russian anarchist Michael Bakunin, against whose
jdeas a still more vigorous and bitter struggle had to be fought.

Bakunin considered that the most important task of the social
revolution was to destroy the State. With the abolition of the
State he thought capitalism would automatically go to pieces, an

on its ruins the new Stateless order of society would grow up-
Consequently, Bakunin regarded all participation in the day to
day economic and political struggle as rank opportunism. Added
to this, Bakunin had no idea of the leading part the proletariat

must play in the revolution. He considered that those whose
sufferings were greatest—the pauperised peasantry, the lumpen
proletariat and the dec! the driving force
of the revolution.

Bakunin did not represent the
expressed the feelings and aspirations of the “'petty bourgeois
driven wild” by the horrors of capitalism. Consequently his
influence was particularly strong in such countries as Italy, Switz-
erland, Spain and Belgium, which at the time were still in the
early stages of capitalist development. The workers of ltaly and
Spain particularly have paid a heavy price for succumbing to
the influences of anarchism; just as the German proletariat have
for falling under the domination of opportunism—Social Demo-=
cracy.

In 1868 Bakunin founded an international Alliance of Socialist
Democracy based on his anarchist ideas, and applied for its
acceptance into the First International as a separate organisation.
The General Council refused. Thereupon Bakunin's Alliance
was formally dissolved, and its sections accepted into the Inter-
national. In secret, however, the Alliance continued to exis
as a faction which set out to capture the International for Bakum

THE END OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL
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the influence of the Bakunists and the opportunist

-unionists.

But it was impossi
The Sixth Congress in
1876, a Conference at
organisation.

ointing out t

to investigate the factional
jon reported that
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The Commiss

Congress transferred
move it from

English trade

decay which had set in.

and fnally, in July,

ble to arrest the
to dissolve the

1873 was a failure,
Philadelphia decided

ENGEL'S SUMMING UP
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The Paris Commune
PRUSSIAN WAR

to war against’Prussia in the
prestige of the Second Empire
his regime. Bismarck
er France promise

an domination.

THE FRANCO-

lN July, 1870, Napoleon 11l went
hope of consolidating the waning
and checking the growing opposition to
was no less eager for war, since a victory oV
to complete German unification under Prussi
The war soon revealed the inner rottenness of the Napoleonic
Within two months the main French army was defeated
The Prussians advanced,

regime.
der at Sedan.

and compelled to surren
towards Paris itself.

The old Government col
pmclaimed in Paris, but the Prus:

In this critical situation the people allowed
constitute themsel

the former legislative body to

ment of National Defence.” They were the more rez

this because, for the purpose o all Parisians capable

of bearing sy had sen i Guard apd'wete °

armed, so that now the workers constituted a great majority-
Almost immediately the antagonism between the bourgeois

government and the armed workers broke into open conflict. 3

* demands for the: / #28

The Government refused to meet the workers derr :
requisitioning of all food supplies and their distribution by ration-
jng. On October 3] workers ‘battalions storme the Town
Hall and captured some members of the Gov'emment. Tr_egcb--
ery, the Governmen ‘s breach of its undertakings an the inter-
vention of some petty bourgeois battalions set them

e the city was threatened

To avoid civil war whil

the workers were satished to leave the former &

office. e B
The bourgeoisie had no intention of orgg.nm”' :

defence. Fearing the rkers re than it

it planned to surrender e

blic was again
t the gates.
deputies tQ
“Govern-

lapsed and the Repu
sians Were standing 2
the Paris
ves in &




Z The elections t

confined to 5 small corner in the
observation of the armed workers,

THE COMMUNE

-
During the war the Parig workers had confined t
demanding the vigorous Prosecution of the combat.

en peace had ‘come with the capitulation of Paris,
ead of the new govern t

ment, was compelled to reali
supremacy of the Propertied classes was i
ong as the workers ha

therefore, was to attempt to disaym them,

On March 18 troops of the line Were sent into Paris with
orders to deprive the National Guard of jtg artillery, which had
EE€N constructed during the seige of Paris and purchased by
subscription, The Nati ed this theft, and Pani:

outer suburbs, under cloge

hemse]vas to

se that the

N constant danger ¢
d arms in their hands. His first action,

tire Population, inclyd.

ie, was to take part jp these elections; so that
i e “really democratic " Thi
he revolution. The seventeen bg

were elected at once revealed the;
boycotting the Commune,

office on the 28th. © members were divided ip,
of Blanquists and a minoy;

It is therefore comprehensibie, En
to “The Givil War in France,” that i
Was neglected which should h
the Bank of France
mistake,

gels saysg in the introduction

n the e€onomic sphaye much
ave been dope, Fail
was, in Particular,

more  astonishing than th.

much th,
done by the Commune,

Cn March 30 j; abolished conscription and the
and d

standing army-
eclared that the National Guard, in which al] £
of bearing arms were

Citizeng o
to be enrolled, wag to be the sole :l::’l:ls
force.
The Commune released the citizens from al] Paymentg
for dwelling bouses from October, 1870, tg April, 1871, and
stopped the sale of articles pledged in the Mmunicipa Pawnshgp,
n the same day foreigners elected to the Commune Were mn: X
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ance was met with by the Versailles forces. This grew stronger
and more tenacious the nearer the attacking troops came to the
eastern half, the real working class quarter of Paris. It was
only after eight days bitter street fighting that the last brave
defenders of the Commune were overwhelmed on the heights
of Belleville. The massacre of defenceless men, women and
children reached its zenith. The breech loader could not kill
fast enough, and the vanquished workers were shot down in
hundreds by mitrailleuse fire. Then came mass arrests, and when
the slaughter of all the prisoners proved to be impossible, there
was the shooting of victims arbitrarily selected. The rest were
herded into great concentration camps to be dealt with by court
martial.

LESSONS OF THE COMMUNE

“With all its errors,” Lenin says, “‘the: Commune is the
greatest example of the greatest proletarian movement of the
nineteenth century. Marx valued very highly the historical
importance of the Commune . . . . Great as were the sacrifices
of the Commune, they are redeemed by its importance for the
general proletarian struggle; it stirred up the Socialist ‘movement
throughout Europe, it dispersed patriotic illusions and shattered
the naive faith in the national aspirations of the bourgeoisie.
The Commune has taught the European proletariat to deal con-
cretely with the problems of socijalist revolution.”

It is well known how the Commune taught Lenin and the

Eolsheviks to deal concretely with the Socialist Revolution in
ussia.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

I. What were the main events which precipitated the collapse
of the Napoleonic regime and led to the proclamation of
the Commune in Paris?

2. What class interests were represented by the Commune;
what was its political composition?

3. What were the economic, social and political measures
carried out or attempted by the Commune; what serious
omissions were there?

4. What was the historical significance of the Paris Com-
mune; what were its chief lessons; what amendment did
it cause Marx and Engels to insert in the Communist
Manifesto? :

ADDITIONAL READING

The Civil War in France: Marx.

The Paris Commune: Lenin.
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organisation on a natio

nal scale could adequately protect the
workers' interests.

In the second place, as imperialism developed, the trusts
and combines often spread their tentacles across national boundar.
ies, and a corresponding need arose for the workers to
across national boundaries as well.

FORMATION OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL

By 1889, six years after the death of Marx, and 13 years
after the winding up of the First International, the world Labor
movement had advanced to the stage which made the establish-
ment of a new International possible.

organise

At an international workers’ Congress in Paris in 1889, the
Labor and Socialist, or as it is more commonly known, the Second
International, was formed. Twenty countries Wwere represented,
William Morris, the poet, represented the only Marxist organisa-
tion in Britain at that time, the Social Democratic Federation,
while Keir Hardie represented 50,000 Scottish mine workers.

However, the anticipations of Engels that the new Internation-

al would be “directly Communist” were to be realised only in part.
The Second International was Communist insofar as it based
itself formally on Marx's teachings. But from the very beginn-

ing there were opportunist trends within the organisation which,
in the end, led to its shameful collapse. :

OPPORTUNISM

“Opportunism is the sacrifice of the fundamental interests
of the masses to the temporary interests of an insignificant minor-
ity of the workers or, in other words, the alliance of a section
of the workers with the bo the mass of the
proletariat,” (Lenin.)

The appearance of this trend in Britain as e
already been commented upon

the Chartist movement. Engels remarks on it “ih-a leftar vy
Marx dated October T [T e LR The English proletariat

urgeoisie against

3 arly as 1848 has
in dealing with the decline of

is becoming more and more bourgeois, so that this most bourgeois
of all nations is apparently aiming ultimately at the Possession of
a bourgeoisie anstocracy and a bourgeois proletariat ag well as

a bourgeoisie. For a nation which exploits the whole world, this
1s of course to a certain extent justifiable.” ;

England in the middle of the nineteenth century occupied an
exceptional position, and displayed at least two of the distinguish-
ing features of imperialism—colonial monopoly ang monopoly
profits flowing from her domination of the world market pout

these super profits the British bourgeoisje were able t‘; bribe
an insignificant minority of the workers, who entered into ap
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With the development of imperialism on the Continent, the

same tendency towards opportunism developed as in Britain, but
; with this difference: Reformism on the Continent sought to make
headway by “watering down’' Marxism, by ‘revising”” Marx's
teachings.

REVISIONISM

This movement to substitute opportunism for Marxism gath-
ered weight and speed in the 'nineties in the international Labor
movement, keeping pace with the accelerated speed of capitalist
| development. It was most pronounced in Germany, where
: strong imperialist traits were coming to the forefront.

At the head of the movement, which came to be called
Revisionism, stood Bernstein, one of the leaders and theoreticians
of the Social Democratic Party. Briefly, the new theory revised
Marxism by dropping everything in it that had a revolutionary
implication. It denied (1) that capital was being concentrated
in few hands as fast as Marx had prophesied; (2) that industrial
crises were getting more acute; (3) that the condition of the
workers was growing worse. In short, it argued that capitalism
was on an ascending path of progress and that its conflicts were
diminishing. Therefore the task of Socialists must be to Improve
the position of the workers within the confines of capitalism and

to gradually introduce Socialism by reformist Parliamentary
means.

Bernstein had arrived at exactly the same position as tha
Fabians in England. The only difference was that he wanted
to retain the name of Marx, which was extremely popular with
the German workers, Keep the shell but cast out the revolution-
ary kernel. Such was the essence of Revisionism,

"ORTHODOX MARXISTS"

The theories of Bernstein were opposed by Karl Kautsky, who
defended “orthodox Marxism." But, as Lenin points out again
and again, Kautsky defended Marxism in such a way that Revis-
ionism, which was thrown out the front door, was allowed to
sneak in again through the back entrance,

Kautsky and the “orthodox Marxists stood at the head of

; the Second International in the pre-imperialist war years, Thaiy

leadership only helped cover up the fact that the organisation

F was in reality dominated by opportunism.  Stalip, describes this
in Foundations of Leninism.

Formally the Second International was
“faithful” Marxists, by the “orthodox’ —Kauts
Actually, however, the main work of the Second International
followed the line of opportunism. The OPportunists ada t{:l
themselves to the bourgeoisie because of their adaptive pi:;y
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THE 1905 REVOLUTION
Lenin’s policy in the 1905 Revolutic?n, viz.,

of the bourgeoisie.
ist Revolution by ally
elements of the popu

The proletariat must accomplish the Socjal-
ing to itself the mass of the semi-proletarjan
lation in order to crush by force the resist-
ance of the bourgeoisie and to paralyse the instability of the
peasantry and the petty bourgeoisie,”” was not only opposed to
the opportunist policy of the Menshiviks, but jt also confuted
the tactical position Democratic
parties who were drifti
tionary Marxism.
Lenin’s policy was b
bourgeois-de.
lution. The

ased on a new theory, the theory of the
mocratic revolution passing into the Socialist Revo-
Parties of the Second International took it for

Slallz lasting fifty
would be “‘peace-

ourgeoisie until the time came round

a Socialist Revolution.

Although the 1905 revoluti
Lenin's policy. The lesson
new revolutionary situation

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

I. What were the economic changes which began in 1870:
how did these influence the Labor Movement

2. What characterised the period . of
growth of the Second International?
3. What is Opportunism:
trend and Imperialism?

for a new revolution,

the formation and

what connection exists between this

4. What were the positive achievemenis GE the’ Secnned
International, and what were its faults?
ADDITIONAL READING
Lenin:

Imperialism and the Split in Socialism,
Stalin: Foundations of Leninism. Section I, Method,
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recurring international crises.
of manoeuvres for position.

War almost broke out in 19] I, when the French sent a
military expedition to Morocco and the Germans retaliated by
sending the gunboat “Panther” to Agadir. The British Foreign
Minister, Sir Edward Grey, began to talk about “Our Treaty
obligations to France and our own interests in Morocco.” The
Germans, not yet ready for war, drew back.

A second danger zone existed in the Balkans.
Balkan Alliance was formed under Russian influence. to include
Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece and Montenegro. This Alliance became
embroiled in war when Montenegro declared war on Turkey at a
time when that country was already at war with Italy in Tripoli.
The first Balkan war ended in an uneasy peace, and a Conference
of the Powers was called in London under the chairmanship of
Sir Edward Grey. Hostilities broke out again when Bulgaria
attacked Serbia, and Greece and Rumania attacked Bulgaria.

The second Balkan war ended in a peace more uneasy than the
first.

Diplomacy became a succession

In 1912, a

War preparations among the Great Po
In 1913 Germany introduced sweeping increases in her military
estimates. Britain accelerated her naval program, while the

Russian Duma voted large sums for military preparations and
massed troops on the western frontier

wers were speeded up.

In this electric atmosphere, little more was needed to set

the world aflame with war, The spark which ignited the powder
barrel chanced to be the murder of the Austrian Crown Prince
in the streets of Sarejevo, the capital of Bosnia, Austria served
an ultimatum on Serbia. Russia mobilised to support Serbija.

Germany prepared to support Austria. From June 28, when the
Archduke was shot, to August 2, when Germany declared war
on Russia, a period of frenzied diplomacy am
Powers ensued, the aim of which was to throw
what was to follow on to the opposite side.
to blame.

“The war of 1914 was a war for the
and of spheres of influence.,
been preparing for it
responsible for the war.”

the redivision of the world
All the imperialist States had long
The imperialists of all countries were

(Short History C.P.S.U. Page 161.)

PARTIES OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL SIpEg WITH
THEIR IMPERIALIST GOVERNMENTS

Lenin had consistently warned against the Opportunism of
the Second International and the wavering attitude of jis leaders,
He maintained that the leaders of the Second Internationa] o [.
talked of being opposed to war, and that if war broke oyt thne::
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became social-chauvinists, “Social-chauvinism is Opportunism
brought to completion.”” (Lenin: Socialism and War. )

Besides the open social-chauvinists, there were the concealed
social-chauvinists, the so-called Centrists—-Kautsky, Trotsky,
Martov and others, who justified and defended the open betray-
ers of Socialism and masked their own treachery under “Leftist”
talk about combatting the war. Whereas the social-chauvinists
voted for war credits, the Centrists abstained from voting, that
is, they did not come out against war credits, As the - Short
History of CPSU points out, this really meant supporting the
war. Like the social-chauvinists, the Centrists demanded the
renunciation of the class struggle during the war S0 as not to
hamper the particular imperialist government in waging the war.

TOWARDS A NEW INTERNATIONAL

From the outbreak of war Lenin began to muster forces for
the creation of a new International, the Third or Communist
International. The Manifesto against war issued by the Central

ommittee of the Bolshevik Party in September, 1914, already
called for the formation of a Third International in place of the
Second International which had shamefully collapsed.

In February, 1915, a Conference of Socialists of the Entente
countries was held in Londop, Litvinov, on Lenin's instructions,
spoke at this conference and demanded that the Socialists should
resign from hourgeois EOVernments, completely break with the
imperialists and refuse to collaborate with them. He demanded
that all Socialists should wage a determined struggle against their
imperialist governments. No one supported Litvinoy,

At the beginning of September, S5, ¥ he firnt Conference
of Internationalists was held in Zimmerwald, Lenin called this
“the first step in the development of an international movement
against the war.” Under Lenin's leadership the Zimmerwald
Left group was formed, consisting of the Bolsheviks and a minor-

position. -

‘Wifhin the Zimmerwald Left group only the Bolsheyik Party
maintained a thoroughly consistent stand against the war, The
others wavered and vacillated.,

In 1916 a second conference was held in Kientha]

d. - This was known as the second Zimmerwald
By this time groups of internationalists had formed j
countries, and the cleavage between them and the go
~ ists had become more clearly defined.
~ this time shifted to the left,

Bt The Manifesto of the Kienthal Conference wag
N agreement between the various conflicting groypg
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» in Switz-
Conference,
n nearly a]
cial-chauvin.-
The masses had alsg by

the result of
Tepresented.

s an advance on the Zimmerwald Manifest.o, bu_t it still
:Itidw:ot accept the basic principles of the Bolshevik policy.

In spite of its shortcomings, the Kienthal ECor;Iferentcg: h%]}]:.e(cil
i i tionalist elements, of whom the ir
to crystallise the interna 5 b PL
i International was su sequently red.
C?t':l’ll?s‘:é“:}tle r:istakes of the inconsistent 1nternat1cm_ahsts hki 112053
ﬂ:.::z:nberg and Karl Liebknecht, at the same time he helpe
them towards a correct position.
- QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1. What were the main causes of the first world war?
2. How did the leaders of the Second International betray
Socialism? e
3. What is Social-Chauvinism? Centrism? :
4. What attitude did the Bolsheviks take 'towards. the]?war,
: what steps did they take towards a new internationa

ADDITIONAL READING
Short History C.P.S.U. Chapter on Imp. War.

Socialism and War.—Lenin. ‘
Collapse of Second International.—Lenin.




The Russian Revolution and the World
Labor Movement since 1917

old style Russian

ON March 10 (February 25 according to the
e first stage of the

calendar) Tsarism was overthrown.
Russian revolution was completed. The bourgeois democratic
revolution was victorious. It was victorious “because its van-
guard was the working class.”

The victorious revolution rested on the support of the Soviets
of Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputies. But alongside the Soviets
the bourgeoisie, by means of a backstairs agreement with the
Social Revolutionaries and Mensheviks, set up a Provisional
Government.

The result was a “‘peculiar interlocking of two powers, of
two dictatorships: the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, represented
by the Provisional Government, and the dictatorship of the
workers and peasants, represented by the Soviets.”

The Bolsheviks were confronted with the task of explaining
to the masses that the complete victory of the revolution was
still a long way off, that as long as power was in the hands of
the bourgeois Provisional Government, and as long as the Soviets
were dominated by the compromisers—the Mensheviks and Social
Revolutionaries—the people would secure “neither peace, nor
land, nor bread, and that in order to achieve complete vi‘ctory,

one more step had to be taken and the power transferred to the
Soviets.

This step was taken on November 7 (October 25 old style

calender) when the Provisional Government was overthrown and
State power transferred to the Soviets in which the Bolsheviks
now had a majority. The second stage of the revolution

completed. The Socialist Revolution was victorious, g

The great October Revolution marked the beginning of th
world Socialist Revolution, and ushered in the genem]g ot ;
world capitalism. Revolts broke out in a number 3t cCl’lSlS. o
Soviets arose spontaneously. Communist Partjes were bountnes.
only in the “advanced” countries, but also in the col 0_“;' o
semi-colonial countries which had entered the Wil C;ma and
tionary struggle for national liberation. of revolu-
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FORMATION OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

1919, eight Communist parties, headed_ by
f Russia, issued an appeal to all revolu_tmn—
tions to take part in an International

On January 24,
the Communist Party of I
ary working class organisa ’
Congress to form a new International.

dn March 2, 1919, an International Conferencte of Commun-
ists assembled in Moscow. On March 4, this Co.nfefence
declared itself to be the First Congress_ (‘)f the commlul‘mst nter-
national. The Congress adopted Lenin's thesis on Bourgeois
Democracy and the Dictatorship of the Proletlanat, gnd pr}(:-
claimed as its basic task the struggle for the dlctato-rsl'up of the
proletariat throughout the world in the form of Soviets. i

THE GERMAN REVOLUTION

In November, 1918, a revolution broke out in Germany,
and Kaiser Wilhelm and his government were overthrown.
Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputies sprang up. The
German revolution, like the Russian, was accomplished by the
armed masses. But unlike the Russian, it did not go beyond
the bourgeois stage. What prevented th_e revolution from
developing into a successful Socialist Revolution was the absen.cfi
of a strong Communist Party and the treachery of the Socia
Democrats. ;

Ebert and Scheidemann, leaders of the Social Democratic
Party, headed the Provisional Government which took over when
the Kaiser was deposed. Kautsky and Haase, leaders of the
Independent Social Democratic Party (Centrists) joined them in
a coalition. The Provisional Government announced that c!!ac-
tions would be held forthwith to a Cm"lstituent {\ssembl_y Wh:c!:
would furnish Germany with a new **democratic constitution.
The Communist Party, which had only been ﬁormed out of the
Spartacus Bund, on the eve of the revolution, c!eclareci_ that
such an assembly would rob the workers of the E_rmta of victory
and urged the transfer of State powers to the Soviets. .

:sional Government launched a ruthless campaign
of szggrg:?::: against the Left. Revolutionary soldiers w:;re
disarmed. The Red Guard was outlawed, and counter-revolu-
tionary detachments of troops concentrated in Berln':. In Jann:
they allowed White Guard officers to murder Liebknecht :

Luxemberg.

to the Nati;:mal Assembly the Social Derr

In the elections
crats, together with the Independents, had a m‘é‘éﬁ'

Communists refused to take part. In February El

President. Under the flag of the “‘democratic
as opposed to the Bolshevik :P@:ﬁ.‘. of BX ole
Weimar Constitution and ublic was




German Social Democracy, continuing the policy of betrayal
brought to the front during the war, split and disarmed the working
class, destroyed the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputies
and handed all power over to the hands of the Bourgeois
Republic.

The path of October, the path of the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat brought the Soviet Union to Socialism.

The path of bourgeois democracy brought Germany to
fascism.

HUNGARIAN SOVIET REPUBLIC

While the First Congress of the Communist International was
meeting in Moscow the wave of proletarian revolution was
mounting in Europe. On March 21, 1919, a Soviet Republic
was proclaimed in Hungary.

Under the leadership of the Communists, the Hungarian
Soviets disarmed the old State forces, created a Red Army and
nationalised the banks and large scale industry.

However, after existing about four and a half months, during
which time it waged a heroic struggle against the armed forces
of the Entente, deflecting to some extent the interventionist forces
from Soviet Russia, the Hungarian Soviet Republic was over-
thrown, betrayed from within by Social Democracy, which entered
into agreement with the internal and external forces of counter-
revolution.

Serious mistakes were committed by the young Hungarian
Communist Party, which failed to retain its independence, and
merged with the Social Democrats. It also alienated the peasantry

by failing to distribute the land and satisfy their land hunger.
BAVARIAN SOVIET REPUBLIC

A Soviet Republic was also proclaimed in Bavaria on April
13, 1919, which under Communist leadership disarmed the
bourgeoisie, armed the workers and proceeded to nationalise the
banks and big industry. But it, too, was crushed by the White
Guards, with the active co-operation of German Social Demo-
cracy, after having existed eighteen days.

SEIZURE OF FACTORIES IN ITALY

In the autumn of 1920 a broad mass movement began in

_ Italy, which rose to a high level of revolutionary class struggle,
Y Strong anarchist tendencies marred the Italian Labor movement,

and the outbreak took the form of a seizure of factories by the
workers. In many districts the peasants also seized the big landed
estates. The bourgeoisie was impotent and was only saved by
- the reformist leaders of the ltalian Socialist Party and the trade

- .

government of Stamboliski in 1923. The young Bulgarian

The absence of an independent Communist Party was one
of the main causes of the defeat of the Italian working class. The
Communist Party of Italy was not formed until January, 1921.
The reformists used their dominant influence to get the workers
to vacate the factories by means of specious promises of substan-
tial reforms. In the meantime the bourgeoisie was regrouping
its forces and preparing to crush the revolt by armed violence.
Llowever, it was only after the movement had been betrayed
and weakened from within that the terror of fascism was unleashed
against the masses. In October, 1922, Mussolini staged his mock
“March on Rome'' and the fascist dictatorship was established.

THE END OF THE FIRST POST-WAR PERIOD i

The occupation of the Ruhr by the French imperialists in
February, 1923, intensified the crisis in Germany and precipitated
acute class struggles. In Upper Silesia and the Ruhr particularly
there were powerful strikes and mass political demonstrations,
which disorganised the bourgeois system of government, and
once more brought to the forefront the question of seizure of
power by the proletariat.

Unfortunately the German Communist Party was dominated
by a Right Wing leadership which capitulated to social democracy
and the bourgeoisie.

In 1923, in Saxony and Thuringa, a “Workers' Government’
was established, not by an armed uprising, but by means of
parliamentary combinations. The Communists entered into a
bloc with the “‘Left” Social Democrats. But instead of using
their position in the ‘Workers' Government’ to arm the masses
and develop the revolution to a higher stage, the Communists
behaved like ordinary parliamentary ministers, they stayed within
the framework of hourgeois democracy. This was a right oppor-
tunist distortion of the united front tactics, it left the initiative
to the Social Democrats and facilitated their task of saving
capitalism.

Only the Hamburg Party organisation, led by Ernst Thael-
mann, attempted to carry out the necessary armed insurrection.
The revolution received no support from the Right Wing leadership
of the Party and remained an isolated event which was speedily

suppressed. i
In Bulgaria a fascist coup d'etat overthrew the peasant

munist Party incorrectly adopted an attitude of “neutr
towards this event. When it realised its mistake in Sep
1923, and tried to carry out an insurrection against the
regime, it was too late and the revolt was drowned in
" The struggles of 1923 marked the final link

class ba rst period :

ttles of the first




the second period of the general crisis of capitalism. The struggle
of the proletariat in the first period was a direct struggle for power.
Due to the treachery of the parties of the Second International
and to the weakness of the Communist Parties, the struggle, outside
the Soviet Union, ended in victory for the bourgeoisie.

CAPITALIST STABILISATION

The defeat of the revolution in a number of countries of
Western Europe, and the agreement reached among the imper-
ialists concerning the distribution of their military conquests and
colonial plunder (The Washington Treaty, 1922, the Dawes Plan,
1924, and Locarno, 1925) became a starting point in the tempor-
ary stabilisation of capitalism.

In every capitalist country capitalism succeeded by lowering
the standard of living of the working class, by capitalist rational-
isation, in consolidating its position.

The imperialists, however, did not succeed in smashing the
first workers™ State, and this fact became of decisive importance
for the subsequent further development of the general crisis of
capitalism and the world proletarian revolution.

The bourgeoisie also proved unable to reach agreement
concerning a new military intervention in the USSR, and this
created “'a certain temporary equilibrium between the two stabil-
isations.” (Stalin.)

Stabilisation of the Soviet power meant the further rapid
growth of Socialism. On the other hand capitalist stabilisation,
in the course of its development, revealed its temporary and
relative development.

TASKS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTIES

The struggles of the first post-war period revealed that Com-
munism had won over only the vanguard of the revolutionary
working class. The task of winning over the broad masses
remained.

The years of temporary stabilisation became a period of very
persistent struggle on the part of the Communist Parties to master
and apply the rich experience of the Bolshevik Party, to rid
their ranks of opportunism and link themselves firmly with the
masses.

Under the new conditions the parties had to learn to carry
on painstaking day-to-day work in a revolutionary manner among
the masses, especially in the factories and trade unions; they had
to learn how to correctly co-ordinate the immediate with the
‘ultimate demands of the movement, and ahove all how to apply

~correctly the tactics of the united front.

P
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THE END OF STABILISATION AND THE DRIVE TOWARDS
FASCISM AND WAR

The Sixth. World Congress of the Communist International,
which met from July to September, 1928, foretold that the end
of capitalist stabilisation was approaching and that a new period
in the general crisis was in the offing.

This third period was characterised as a period of sharp
intensification of all the internal and external contradictions of
capitalism which “will inevitably lead to a severe intensification
of the general crisis.”

The Sixth Congress issued the slogan “Class Against Class.”

The whole trend of world development after the Sixth Congress
fully confirmed this analysis. The economic crisis which began
in the middle of 1929 became the most severe and prolonged
world crisis in the history of capitalism.

At the same time the Soviet Union was demonstrating that
economic crises are unknown to Socialism, and had embarked
on the first of the great five year plans, transforming the economy
of the country and bettering the conditions of the people.

The combined effects of the crisis and the influence of
Socialism in the Soviet Union led to a tremendous radicalisation
of the masses in the capitalist world. Once again big class
conflicts became the order of the day. In these battles the Com-
munists more and more played a leading part. However, the
influence of reformism was still strong, and was continually thrown
into the scales on the side of capitalism.

Thanks to this the German imperialists were able to establish
the fascist dictatorship of Hitler in 1933 and intensify their pre-
parations for a new war of conquest.

Japanese imperialism had already taken this path in 1931,
when Manchuria was occupied in defiance of the League of
Nations, which made no effective protest.

COMMUNIST OPPOSITION TO FASCISM AND WAR

From 1933, when the danger of fascism and war became
acute, the Communist Parties throughout the world concentrated
their efforts on developing working class unity to resist these
twin evils. In 1935 the Seventh World Congress of the Com
munist International was held, and Dimitrov, the hero of
Leipzig trial, delivered his world famous report, calling for Unit;
of the Working Class Against Fascism. - :

In spite of all efforts on the fmrt_ of the Communists, ho
e reformists stubbornly resisted the creation of a uni
‘the international working class. This preve -
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movement from exerting its maximum pressure on the course
of events and was one of the chief factors which made possible
the outbreak of war in 1939.

Unlike the Second International, the Third Communist Inter-
national did not collapse when faced with the acid test of war.
Its sections had been steeled in revolutionary struggle and purged
of opportunism. During the imperialist phase of the conflict
they acquitted themselves well in the best traditions of Marxism-
Leninism.

However, even before the war, it was becoming apparent
that the organisational form for uniting the workers, as chosen
by the First Congress of the International, and which corresponded
to the needs of the initial period of the rebirth of the Labor
movement, more and more outlived itself in proportion to the
growth of this movement and the increasing complexity of prob-
lems in each country.

The Seventh Congress, held in 1935, already showed recogni-
tion of this when it instructed the Executive Committee ‘‘to
proceed from the concrete situation and specific conditions obtain-
ing in each particular country, and as a rule to avoid direct
intervention in the internal organisational affairs of the Com-
munist Parties,””

The Communist International was dissolved in an organised
way in May, 1943, by agreement among the affiliated sections.
The fascists and pro-fascists were deprived of one of their main
arguments for disrupting anti-fascist unity. Relations between
Britain, the Soviet Union and the United States were improved,
and the anti-Hitler coalition of nations and peoples immeasure.
ably strengthened. The Right-Wing enemies of unity within the

bor movement were also deprived of their battle-cry that the
. Communists’ “‘take their orders from Moscow.”

The disbandment of the Communist International is a clear
sign of the growing strength and maturity of the Communist
Parties throughout the wiorld. = The Communist Parties to-day
are fully capable of standing on their own feet and providing
the leadership necessary to achieve victory over fascism and to
bring the workers eventually to Socialism, proceeding along that
path determined by the historical peculiarities of each given
country, but guided always by the revolutionary teachings of
Marxism-Leninism. ‘

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Revolution?
2. What caused the defeat of the German Revolution?
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I. What is the international significance of  the Russian

3. What were the three post-war periods in the general crisis
of world capitalism; what was the policy of world Com-
munism in each? ;

4. Why was the Communist International disbanded in
19432

5. What is the central task facing the Labor Movement and
the Communist Party in Australia to-day?
ADDITIONAL READING

Short History of C.P.S.U.

left Wing Communism.

Lenin's Selected Works, Vol. X.

Dimitrov's Report, Seventh World Congress CI.

N.B.: The failure to deal at any great length with the
development of the labor movement in the colonial countries is
not due to any oversight. The importance of this subject is fully
realised and it forms the basis for a separate Marx House Course,-
which we hope may be published some time in the near future.
In the meanwhile students who are interested are recommended to

study:

The National and Colonial Question, by Joseph Stalin.
India Teoday, by Palme Dutt.
Indian National and Hindu Muslim Unity, by G. Adhikari.

Articles in “Communist Review” on China and Japan.
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