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Yes, the man’s thought and my thought, which is
One made to love you, let the world take note !
Have I done worthy work ? be love's the praise,
Though hampered by restrictions, barred agajnst
By set forms, blinded by forced secresies!

Set free my love, and see what love can do
Shown in my life—what work will spring from
The world is used to have its business done
On other grounds, find great effects produced
For power’s sake, fame's sake, m motives in men
So, good : but let my low ground shame their high
Truth is the strong thing. Let man's life be true!
And love's the truth of mine. Time prmﬂwm}
I choose to wear you stamped all over me, '
Your name upon my forehead and my breast—
You, from the sword's blade to the ribbon’ saﬂg&m
That men may see, all over, you in me— '
That pale loves may die out of their pretence
In face of mine, shames thrown on love fall off.

ROBERT
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wilds of Kllburn and B;ogdgsbgm
: Hendon way," if you turn off to the right in
direction of St. John's Wood, you find yourself
maze of short streets curving into one qm
manner that confuses your mind as to m points of
compass. In one of these stregtg the small «
villas are coqcealed from the view 9§ the
behmd hxgkl brick walls, g(nmgg even in that most m
and airy part gf tpq inner cm;}.e of the metrop T
coatmgs of L%u,dq? soof. Above ﬂq;g can be
the springtime the fregh green of the young
clusters of lilac and th e flowery frost of the may. In
ly morning the sward between walls and :
S"ﬁ’? it is no longer thag a gricket
happy hunting ground of the wise thrush and
blackbird. Op the dopr leading o ong of the
of these villas ms a brass plate bearing

scnptmn, i F;e erick BurPon, B&-J&.':

i ket IMPATRIEY

If you h had rung the psll at that W

door at g o clock one morw;q,

bave heazd '8 mw rwmn .

ﬂ’[‘ the far end of Maida Vale, before you get to t
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latf:h by a wire pulled in the house, and th
swinging back on its hinges would have showi d'OOI‘
under the arch formed by the hawthorn that gmw:‘”“,
over the pathway, Dr. Burton sitting on the r,,- ;ut
seat outside of the French window of the frontb iy
and }coking through the daily paper while he “_’“_30“"1
for his sister to come down to breakfast. He wasdltii]
and dark, and his strongly marked features, cl lii
cropped black whiskers of formal cut, and prof:zssi(?;z

da ga tymd 1m mor th 1s elght
i’ O V1 ade ]] look much ore an h (th

and twenty years. After half a dozen voyages to

ﬁ:gt?;;a ;;ld back as surgeon an a mail steamer, he
Semi.mri re? small practice and settied down in his
-y remt.neat to make .a home for his sister Ida,
o We,'who had.Just left Girton. She had
o Previous evening to a fancy-dress dance at

estminster Town Hall, given by a football club,

of whi

We:: l:;}:n:)};e br;-thers of her greatest college friend
rs. In cons ;

late for breakfast. equence she was disgracefully

for, proud though ht;B 1::&:) :;f :[iurlton bore it patiently,
Bl & x € learnin i

1.s sister a congenial companion to hi g R mafie
still more that she : m, it pleased him

danced b g
the waltzing her heart -::oulde a;:;f::y, e e

'cIi‘(})lwn at last he saw that she hag reall
herezht;l;a(:::e g::g ;ver breakfast ab
handed over t:) her b:;tiz'g:?;zme’

“Who is this «G.B." i
down here three—no, ,
Burton in a mischievouy

When she came
y enjoyed herself.
out her partners,
.which she dutifully
ion.

whose superscription I see

four times, 1
: da rRL
s tone. asked Dr.

Cklng; Wasnt iti res DndEd I“S slstel as S]le
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poured out the coffee, ““and there was another that is
not down at all—an ‘extra’ at the end—so you may
be sure at least he could dance. And ¢worse remains
behind, for I have asked him to come and see us, SO
that although you know him alread}'f’you‘are._l_ikely to
know him better.” ety B

#] can't remember any n’i"al_n of! Ir]j}rjl‘l;aﬁq;mi:n,‘gance
with the initials G.B." xR

« T didn't say you were acquam{eﬂi\\1t1§i‘]ﬁ1"n,but you
know him, for he is a most notorious person. He’s
just the sort of man you'd like to talk to, moreover, for
he’s a specialist, and seems to me to know his own
subject remarkably well, even though I disagreed with
his strong views upon it. Try and guess who he iSa

« Byt you don’t mean to say you talked ¢shop’ with
this notorious specialist half the night, Ida, and then
begged him to come here and bore me with it ? Good
Heavens! itisn’tan anti-vivisectionist, is it ?

« No, we didn’'t talk shop at first. He was just
introduced to me, and of course I didn’t catch his
name. He danced very well, and I suppose he thought
I did too, for after our first waltz he scribbled his
«G.B.' all over my programme and walked off. 1 did
not discover who he was until nearly the end. Then
we squabbled like anything, and it ended as 1 told

you.”

« Well, who -is this amiable scientist who quarrels
over his hobbies after waltzing his partners off their
feet?”

«If you can’t guess 1 must tell you. It was George

Blake."”
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“Ida!” shouted the doctor, dropping his egg spoon
g_i;h a clatter. ¢ George Blake, the agitator, thé
Socialist spouter 1

% The very same, only I don't know whether he is all

you think him. He seemed very nice or I would not
have asked him to call.”

“ No doubt. *The mildest mannered man’ who ever
scuttled the ship of State. My dear, you know I don't
want to come the elder brother over you or to control
your perfect liberty to do as you please, but I do think
you have been foolish this time.”

“ But, Fred, the man is a gentleman.
least trust my judgment in that ?
interesting——"

Wou can at
He is nice, too, and

“Oh interesting enough, doubtless. So were the
gentlemen whose effigies fill our national Walhalla, the
Chamber of Horrors. How could you, Ida ? " :

“ Now, Fred, dear,” said his sister coming round the
:f;t:le and pt}_tt-ing one arm round his neck, and leaning
¥ ;::.e: ag:ir._lst his shoulder, thereby suspending his
¢ i per: tions on the untasted egg on his plate,

t be st'upxd. I thought yesterday as you think, and
;ery llkel)‘r if I'd known who ‘G.B.’ was at first I “;0111d
._ave_avm'ded dancing with him. ﬁut I got to kn
?;:i 1:::1 him }I:eﬁore my hearsay kg_pwlg;ige of the pub{ii‘:‘:r
faar a chance to prejudic inst i
gz!_}vidual. You can :_l)lrﬂé_l,y taif :n;g::s:(; tf}::, P:Nate

is not an impossible gq;so#l.'? e

MOf cour-se," grudgingly assented her brother, * it i
w ﬂgjly inconceivable that a man may ho’ld B
propagate the most pestilent opinibﬁs and yet h:.i(i

e THI '
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decent manners, or even charming ones. There was
Jack Wilkes——"

« Oh, Fred, do be serious a moment, and let me tell
you. We began—I don’t know how—perhaps he was
sounding me—to talk about labour questions—this big
<trike that is just begun, that you were discussing the
other night when Tom Mortimer was here—and I said
something, just the sort of things you said, you know,
that the men were crying for the moon and killing the
goose that laid the golden eggs, and that their leaders
ought to be hanged ; and Mr. Blake turned on ine guite
furiously, and said I ought to be ashamed of “Iﬁy;g’ap__lf,

and that Girton should indeed be i'proqql‘ﬁj:?qr@ing' p_{ilt
a girl who was utterly ignoraijt-; about He ,.:Q‘qnly

important things that were going on_’ir\{;i}ié'i ﬁ@rid\’

« All in the pauses of the waltz, I suppose ? Charm-
ing manners your new friend has, most clearly.”

« Well, Fred, you wouldn't be very excessively
- - - - - L)

suave if you were dancing with some girl who happened
to be a President of the Anti-Vivisectionist League and
trod on your corns. Besides, you sée, it was true. Il
don't really know anything about these subjects, but, as
I told Mr. Blake, 1 don’t see that it is exactly my
faul

« But you have read a good deal—"

« Oh, yes, I've read some political economy which
hasn't left any very clear impression on my mind, atiii
leaders in the Times about these things which have _ln_elft
an impression clear enough but possibly distorted, ;’:I.I]].I(’i
bits of Ruskin and Carlyle, but they didn't seem to
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hha‘ve any very practical bearing. But I don't kn

m.yself anything about it, and I told Mr. Blake it 4
his duty to teach us, to inform the educated people e
know so little about the facts of life.” i

] 1 1 i
I fancy he is more in his element teaching the
:fletfiucated who can’t criticise his reasons or exami
: ; : i ne
s facts, but just swallow his conclusions because these

appeal to them in their di i
i iscontent and misery, poor

“I said he would do more goo i
.’:alf a doz«r:n of what he calls the wgfall-ctlo-gz-clcaos]::: rtt}lng
.ypreachu.lg to thousands of the poor, and run lmrl
;‘:::e t:}fl doing harm. He laughed, and said, ‘MOZZ:
ey and the prophets,’ and talked as if the rich

were blinded by self-in
e te -
the truth.” rest, and did not care to learn

“The truth, forsooth ! ”

7 sai it b
g 1:oihat we weren't rich, and that we did care
poor, and that, even if we were prejudiced
, we

llad hl ams eﬂough tO underst d e )
an ph truth 1{ 1t were
the ttue 1 1eve

much in his own opini
: pinions if he d i
of making them intelli B possibility

Biko ite.” gible and acceptable to people

‘“ Ah, that would touch his pride.”
“1 don’t think it ;
) stung him, b
over it, and » but he seemed to thi
.Ous’ly ;10 at the end of the dauce he talk c:; thlnk
:‘ho‘ 5 me, and offered to come h B anite
le thing out, ere and talk the

e Iotlhought it would be delightful, and
you and your opinions, and ,’I‘o
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Mortimer and his red-hot Toryism, and my own ideas
about the advancement of women ; and the upshot was
that 1 promised to get you to write and ask him to
come and discuss it with us three for a couple of even-

ings a week this summer."”

Dr. Burton was a little staggered at the proposition,
but after much coaxing was prevailed upon to go round
and ask Mortimer what he thought of it. The latter was
a briefless barrister who lived close by and was one of
the Burton’s most intimate friends. He came in very
frequently in the evenings, to smoke a pipe with the
doctor and chat with his sistet- “He was of-a com-
bative temperament, eyer ready to 'opbdse the i{igzw of
any question held by the others and tb dfgue) against it
with an air of the deepest conviction. Ida"'d'e'c.lﬂé;red it
was only done for practice in antibj@é"tiipﬁso.f\ﬁhe day
when he should make the worse appeatr” the better
cause in the law court, but in fact Tom’s was a critical
mind, more apt to pick holes in the logic of others and
to expose their fallacies than to comceive any con-
structive ideas of his own. He was overjoyed at the
prospect of meeting a Socialist at close quarters, and
having opportunities of “ riddling him fore and aft,” a5
he expressed it himself. He entered into the scheme
with enthusiasm and kindled the more cautious doctor
with some of his own warmth. Finally Burton returned
to the little study built out at the back of the house
which was destined to be the arena of conflict, and wrote
what was for him quite a genial note to Blake,
endorsing his sister’s invitation and suggesting an early
commencement of the sittings. By the return of post
he got the following reply :—
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Dk arnard’s Inn, Holborn, W.C.
1 shall be very glad i
ry glad indeed to com
our discussi . e and do my bes
ussions useful and interesting, and would Prez{er iblbto i
0 begin to-

morrow evening, when I wi
’ will come at half. i
as -past eight i
ketch of the form the symposium should take : X;OPfepared o
~——XYours, etc.,

: i s iy GEORGE BLAKE

B
iy i!n?urb n?.m'e.c}l the writer of the above note o
b kpoy o b L Bl;rton’s éuug‘géi—' el il
the other threé awaiting him wit Yy, Where he found
b e o awaiting him with interes
as Fred and Tom were SRRy o erest, and as far
§ i =\ \. o n b i
Oft‘-uric’ositp, ed, with a large leavening

E CHAPTER II.
HE man bt ardhisue 44 oy
‘ﬁﬂ‘:ﬁﬁrr ;gtg:”:;}éd‘ j?,r. Elﬁri:bn’s gtu‘d}’ was to all
7 to BE sded 4y .d,-,11 F?_ﬁeft} r{lilbh like scores of men

OF Hiiddle Kiight 521d ths. the richer parts of London
made Blilke l&df( ::112% .ge.’ t_hé s;iéhtﬁesé of his ﬁgure:
and in His neat; ; - aﬁd,_,?f’unge'r than he really was
mihner, there Eirhzbi% dri.‘.s's ai,lld. quict, éelf—POSscssesci
eccentricity, Wity Ij‘ithi’?,%‘. o betray eHthisiasm o
- Hodk  manas cﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂ who; S t0 et i,
Py T s A b R B ’
&, Iig{ion;:}ff’ iy Blierity 1 ted i, < vy
dvisiilg wgen :fﬂ o s “go'oci ,":is my word.” A’t 2
turned t6 the ‘doct't é ’c‘w b men was her brother B(;I'llfe
st i g b Ok Gt HiE hidd ™
Biitton the othe | be Hearly as good 4 brother ;Z-ld’
sehdly with t;izlggiégl:is}ég you were, to fa?lsin lsj
i : remonio BRALE 14

S If;%n':rterylmiich ihdebted l;";:ﬁ scherte,
think yo

B ot ARGl
. ed to you for your kitidnes
Wil regret it. 1 #Hey, more ?’:;j":

P .
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what your sister implied than what she said, perhaps,
about your opinions and those of your friend here—Mr.
Mortimer, isn't it? I am glad to make your acquaint-

ance—that we shall all get 2 good deal of fun out of

this.”

This was not quite what Dr.
The manner and still more t
socialist were quite different from
he had conjured up, and, as often happens to all of us
when we meet someone of whom we have heard much,

his mind was unable to readjust itself quickly to accept
confused, and showed it by

Blake to take the armchair
As he sank into his seat

Burton had anticipated.
he personality of the
the mental picture

the unexpected. He was
his manner as he asked
between him and Mortimer.
and grasped the situation, the visitor _smiled. His
smile was as reassuring as his woice. ‘_fl_“-'i_ie’lamplight
on his face showed that the keen visage was_domewhat
deeply furrowed with wrinkles, aild thatithe datlk clpse-
cropped hair was turning .&rey.. H?___S(}?{léd' himself
back, and said— )

« You must forgive me ifT am blunt, Dr. Burton,
but if we are to do any good we must be open with
each other. We have not any time to lose in fencing.

I can see as plainly as possible 1n the manner of you

three excellent people that I have here on a small scale

just the difficulties that meet my ideas in the great
world outside. We must, for a start, get rid of our

prejudices.”

« But, my dear sir,” began Dr. Burton apologetically,
« et me assure you—

« That you have no prejudices ! laughed Blake.

« Of course, no man with a scientific training can have.
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But I.c-an see, and you'll admit, that I am not preci
what you efxpected. You have, naturally enoui} o
up _your mind about me to some extent beforch i’ mad'e
gating me at first hand, and that I take to be refwc?%tl‘
Mr. Mortimer has done the same, I expectp f: 1({:0‘
your sister, I know she has done so, for I '.-va-s rfnefor
:E:f:st:e ‘gretl‘at her prejudices before she knew w;:.
i ;a ing them to. Suppose you two are now
ok wl): rank, and tell = not only what you expected
hy you expected it.” ]

hardll?)ml‘.r, ’ objected Mortimer, I say, you know that is
ardly fair. I don’t see that it would help us eitherli

“I'm afraid,” Blake went on, “ th

: ; at you are goi
5;?:'; ::13; lllnto:f]t by your 'relulctance to say hm%ml?fd;;
N a;f. But it will help, for I don't think so
- prEIUd'suppc:se there is no ground whatever
o i ] ; ices, ar-ld we shall start fair if we
. Eound a little carefully. ¢Let us clear
st el t::Lnt, gent.lemen.’ You, Mr. Mortimer
" ol _z;t sentiment of the crusted old Tor;'
i g vil was t.he first Whig. Fire awa

mind hurting my feelings.” g

“I hardly like to

ning,” pleaded the dI:;ko(:. B

*“Then I mu 1

il tha:tld:; 1t’for .you," persisted Blake. “But

e ol dan t‘mmd any sort of criticism, I

ke . 1t 1s unjustified b
nothing but good. Wel

The doctor has no acquaintanc

.

i if it is justified, it can
; .h.ere's my diagnosis.

gy € with me or i
i v haas he gets from the newr,papersmy 'Il‘lI]:e,
means never read a word of argument .but halt
. y as
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fed on reports of speeches in which the orator appears
to have indulged in a few sentences of heated rhetoric.
Then heis a man of science, and therefore, 1 suspect,
something of a freethinker and freetrader. I hazard a
guess that he has put me down as a coarse-brained,
loud-voiced man, devoid of intellectual conscientious-
ness, reckless and ambitious, with a great fund of
ignorance and assurance—and, of course, personal

appearance to match, eh?

« You are not far out, Mr. Blake,” assented the
Doctor, “ but I think I should have allowed that you
were deceiving yourself as much as others.”

« Yes, that is where my ignorance would come in.
Now Mr. Mortimer, he is a man of law, of the world,
of affairs. He will have been fto debates, mass
meetings, Parliamentary Societies, lectures and what
not, and seen and heard people professing my opinions?”’

« Haven't ever seen you at them though,” interjected

Mortimer.

¢« No, 1 have usually something better to do. Well,
I imagine Mr. Mortimer, hearing I have a dress suit
and can dance, will put me down as an amateur
Socialist, so to speak. He will have expected a ‘viewy'
thing with a dreamy €y€, an unkempt beard and long
hair, with a beautiful tie and grimy ghirt cuffs, who
never looked one of the real hard facts of life in the
face; who lightly waves away all the teachings of
science and history, all the universal experience of
human nature; who drivels about an unreal world, and
satisfies his feeble soul by mouthing about ¢advance,’
‘progress’ and ‘the revolution s’ who displays the same
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2‘-- T TR T aridy bk " e
ﬁﬁﬂ-fénﬁé‘redzeal fé‘r the nationalization of the land
is for ‘ihe establishment of phonetic spelling, for i
::bﬁl‘ltlosﬁ of contract as for the repeal of the V’l(j(jil]«'.iii(]t
= A =4 3. . \ B on
K;Z;;t;h‘)t;li?s ?Ir. Iim I—iealy a finer man than
h, and has for his only genuine feeli
viction that ‘he is the trué cos o ey
g ue cosmopoll .
native country best.’” B o s
s s i L4 T
mrdz}]fltjovi, I say,” said Mortimer with unmistakable
ity, “you h it it this i
g Ers Y ave hit it this time, and that’s a
« Ah i’{ré seen them At Elost :
H i s em at close quarter
T e g
“ﬁ Bt wasd fote, SiNE
other ‘;f!Péease, L “1 had enough of that the
ight. ; I really have an open mind now.”
Y ¥es, 40 i
4 very la:;: :1; f-n qmr!fng B o represent
: _portion of the communi :
o prL g & unity which know
'156%1-‘%1'“‘1& dab‘oatx{tman’; has a vague sympath mo‘ws
E y and suffering, and thinks someth; LT
.-e ‘_i.one, only, somehow, there ar e o
“ko Sny Priedsi) biswiony % ;5u;h grave objections
different views, and it's 'alf n .Fhe‘fe aré so many
you know.” S0 Very interesting, don't
“on # Bt boon,
3 . e B’ I:m Il 4 .
murmured Ida resentfully. not so horrid as that,”
“The best o & '
5 proof that I don’ :
s t th "
joined, ““is my presence here to nigjl:gk s0,” Blake re-

ﬁme to waste o
n empty-h
people, T assure iy pty-headed and

’I haven't any
empty-hearted

3 £ 0
“That's a ver

i y neat wa fhr 9 gl
W0 ik 1o y out of it,” remarked Ida, “stil]

prompted by mere idle curiosity. Dut
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how do you happen to have so much leisure as to be

able to promise to come here twice a week 2"
« 1 shan't have much todo till the big strike is over,

and it will be a couple of months, very likely, before

the men are driven in. The funds will last that time.”',

« But aren’t you going fto have a say init?” the

doctor asked. |
« Oh, I've had a good deal of say in it. The whole

thing is worse than a crime; it’s a blunder,” said

Blake regretfully. «They are knocking their heads
against a stone wall, and the men who should have
warned them are egging them on to their destruction.

I've done my best to stop b

« The deuce you have,” said the doctor surprised,

¢ and what did youdo?” |
« ] went down to the spot, and made my inquiries.
I told the leaders that they did not know what they
were asking for meant; that it would do no good if
they got it; and that in any case they would not win.
But they were all bent on fighting.” |
« They always are,” said the Doctor, ¢ they live on
it, and it pays them well.” |
«Dont you think you are a little bit prejudiced again?”
asked Blake, with a mischievous twinkle in his eye.
«1 don’t know their motives, and though I am in a

better position to guess them than you are, won't risk
The fact remains that they disagreed

doing sO.
o doubt they truly represented.

with me, and in that n
the bulk of the men i

« And did you leave
Mortimer.

it at thage® acked Tom
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« No; I published my opinion on the whole matter in
the local press, so that the men should be able to
judge for themselves. A good many of them agreed
with me, and at one time it seemed that I might
succeed, But I had made no secret of the fact that
I had called on the best of the employers in order
to ascertain their side of the case. The union leaders
put it about that I had been ‘got at,’ wheedled or
bribed by the masters into taking their view. The
suspicion once set going, there was no chance for my
arguments. Prejudice and ignorance, you see, are
among the few things the propertied classes have not
been able to monopolise !

- “The brutes!” ejaculated Mortimer, ““I can’t think
how you can take it so coolly. That's Democracy all
over. You must see what a hopeless creed it is?

“QOh mno, it's merel
T y human nature. It would b
unscientific and childish to expect anything else.” 1

o Bk Hovr ' can :
you hope for
people 7’ asked Ida. anything from such

e :

s Iszzli‘aB 1goodddeaau.l on the last of the Beatitudes,
i essed are t.hey that expect nothing for
g gg()d ad nlot be disappointed.” It would be expecting
I ::e to s.,uppose ‘that a mass of very ignorant
R n, with passions inflamed and suspicions.
aroused, should be able to make a cool and i i
judgment on what is, after all, an int'ri(l'.ate ma?tlcgarifé

?

involved, apparentl
7 y, for pers el
to comprehend readi;y_” persons evenlike yourselves

' % But the leaders,” urged e .
- s urged Burton, “ they know better,
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« Some of them do,” Blake agreed ; “ but they are
under the pressure of an overwhelming temptation to
shout with the biggest crowd. ¢ By this craft we have
our wealth,’ like the silversmiths of Ephesus. Tt is part
of the socialist creed, you know, that character is much
influenced by circumstances. After all, are they any

worse than most politicians e

««Teaders! ” sniffed Mortimer, contemptuously, “you
remind me of the story of Lamartine's remonstrating
with Ledru Rollin for not checking the excesses of his
party. The cynical Frenchman replied, ‘but I must
follow them because I am their leader."”

« Oh, it is vile enough, God knows ! Blake ex-
claimed, ¢ and I've said many bitter things about these
fellows to their faces. I don't want to excuse, but to
explain, their weakness. Loss of popularity means to
them loss of everything—not only of income, position and
notoriety, but of the influence they no doubt persuade
themselves they will use for good some day, if they can
only keep it.”

« And are we to suppose Mr. Blake is one of the

immaculate ? * Ida suggested.

« A fair hit, Miss Burton. No; I've my share of
foibles, though I daresay I am human enough to dislike
admitting them to my enemies. But happily my
circumstances don’t expose me to these particular
temptations.”

« Ah, you don't depend for your living, your friends,
or your occupations on the good will of the mob?”
asked Dr. Burton. R
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6 Eﬁ?‘?ﬂl’s anld:! fuﬂbeg, I'll'l‘?, blest With the tempera
ment, or !;_g@igﬁ,_ or c}g;;g.:@, or faith, or whatéver 5,01;
choose to call it, the}t al'lolvl'v_‘s _rhg to thinklit is 5hl}' a
question of time—of an inﬁgiltgéilpafl period of time in
the light of what we know of the world’s hiétory_for
the truth to come out and be acknowledged of all men
That is a faith that is accep:;'a?bl'e_ to science, Doctor ?” :

¢ Tt is the only religion for an honest man,” said Dr
Burton, gravely. ‘

‘.‘ It was good enough for Milton,” Blake went on in
a lighter tone, “ and it's good enough for me.”

“‘Let Truth and Falsehood fairly grapple,””” quoted

Mortimer, ¢ ¢
E , ““ “for who ever knew Truth to be worsted in
a fair encounter ? ' "

“Ah,” Ida broke in, i
ey i in, ‘ but which of us act as if we

“ Most inni
g of.dus are beginning to recognise it, Miss
4 , said Blake, ¢ the extent to which we do is the
a ll:leasure of our civilisation. As to acting on it
jou kn in— i -
YN e :\.:_Latm your question was answered long ago
imemus movtem et exilium et paigéc;éaté;z v

‘¢« We are too much afrai
Bl uch afraid of poverty, of exile, and of

(:A
L iolf us are, ) Some of us more than others, He
il east so is the best gentleman, .‘d‘.
ngland wants is more gentlemen,” A
‘“ Excellent Tor i
¢ Excellent 1T y doctrige!” i
Fiegl Y Spfivae’ " proglaimed Mortimer,
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«So much the better for Toryism,” said Blake.
« Perhaps you will help me to make all Britons gentle-
folk, then.”

« Come now,’ Mortimer demanded, ‘ one doesn’t

hear many socialists talk that way.”

¢« S0 much the worse for Socialism then. But now
you'll see what I have been driving at. You three,
and people like you, approach this subject with a
feeling of hostility more or less latent. It is new, it is
unfamilar, it is threatening. It seems to run counter to
your habits of thought and conduct, and you want to
&nd it absurd and bad. Every new idea attracts a
number of undesirable converts, and so does Socialism.
It is a kind of Cave of Adullam to which flocks ‘every
one that is in distress, and everyone that is in debt, and
everyone that is discontented.” The disappointed and
the disagreeable, the unsuccessful and the lightheaded,
the visionaries and the faddists, rally to the stancard of
anyone who fights for a great change. It isin the nature
of things. Don’t you think that many of the early
Christians must have been a Very uncomfortable
lot, and very poor representatives of their opinions ?
Can’'t you imagine how the Pharisees must have
quoted Thomas and Peter and Judas as the genuine
exemplars of the new religion? Or to bring tha
matter nearer home to you, how would Miss Burton
defend the sayings and doings of the loudest
of the woman's rights people?  What would
you two say to me if T judged the members of your
profession from the not infrequent specimens of the
medical fraternity who are imprisoned for illegal
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practices, or of the lawyers who are disbarred or struck
off the rolls every year? You know it would be all
folly, and quite beside the mark.”

« We should say you were consciously confusing the
issue,” bluntly said Mortimer.

¢ But that is no more,” Blake went on, ‘ than you
have unconsciously been doing about Socialism. When
you hear some idiotic or criminal folly rightly or
?vrongly ascribed to one of its advocates, your natural
impulse is to think he behaves so, not because he is a
knave or fool, but because he is a socialist.”

“ Just as the atheists say all Christians are hypocrites
because they are Christians,” suggested Mortimer.

: e
“Or as reh-glous people declare scepticism to be
~ synonymous with evil-living,” the doctor retorted.

% "01:, as everyone seems so astonished, when they
I’t‘:m: T've bEEI-l to Girton,” put in Ida, “to find that
stm kr.wt a thin-lipped flat-chested creature with blue

ockings, spectacles on nose, a hideous dress and a
contempt for man, Ugh!”

6 i
k. Itf is prett_y clear,” said Blake gleefully, “that we
e of one mind now on the first point. You are
willing to judge Socialism by its best and not it t
exponerfts, and to refrain from trying to hSI: .
responsible for all the extravagances and erse “:;

anyone who chooses to
& Pose as one 3
That is a great deal gained.” of its apostles !

‘“ And now, where do we bepi
3 . egin? " asked Ida: 1
thousands of questions to ask you—regular po:e:'s :,I ve
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«T'm afraid we should not get much further that
way,” said Blake laughing; * I am going to suggest that
you should let me commence each evening by making a
statement. You may pull it to pieces after, and ask
all the questions you like on it. I'm not afraid.”

It was agreed that this should be done and Blake
went on :

« Before 1 go I want to impress a few things on you
that will save you a great deal of disappointment. We
don’t expect any Very sudden great change in the
social system; we suppose we seea great number of
small changes continually going on in it now which
other people overlook or misinterpret. We are content
to ascertain the probable tendency of these changes.
We don't expect any rapid improvement in human
nature ; we know that has altered in the past and think
it will alter in the future, but we look for no sudden
alteration in human motives. They will produce
different results as the surroundings of men alter, that is
all. Finally, I want you to try and believe that, in spite
of what you may have heard, we are not actuated
solely by maudlin sympathy for suffering and
misery, but are first of all scientific students worship-
ping no ideals nor Utopias, but trying to bring to bear on
sociology the same cold, impartial, truth-loving
investigation which has done so much for other
departments of knowledge. It is easy enough to prove
that hundreds of socialists are not what I have just
described. 1 grant all that, but 1 want you to judge
me, not by the noisy and thoughtless, but by the patient
and thoughtful, whose views I shall try to bring before
you at our future meetings.”
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EHAPTER III.

T their next meeting Blake came armed with som
memoranda on half a sheet of paper, and warne:l
them that he was going to deliver a lecturette

He begged his hearers not to interrupt its deliver r.

but to keep their observations to the end. Then l}’

began :— : A

“In spite of the tendency of all recent advances in our knowled
-of the world in which we live, the human mind seem "“13 ¥
1mperv:i(l)_us to the idea that the one certain thing is (:hamS : m\o\jt
aoc.ept. it is true, the conclusion, no longer to be refuted gth t le
:whlch exi'sts is the result of innumerable series of 'slmj 3?1;
:lm;tp;r:gep:;b:; 'growtlhs in a past with which we ourselves had
- il or,ofv::l ook backwards pityingly to the days of the
gy };an . fe sumptuary laws, or to that yesterday when
i D“rselvesgin C:‘lll' [:tty larceny, and wondering how people so
i ]: i essentials could have accepted un-
AP ;O :c Ac]‘.:mdmons of life, admire the present. There
Yo af] ;t . Iround us. seems fixed, immutable. If there
s it ffrs- to:r .and trivial. ‘We resent it if it is brought
i hav.e colnti ings a sense of discomfort and unrest, and
habits of action and tl'immul‘r B e o o
TN adc:llg?t to new conditions. More often we
before we are aware the :h:nr;:; :: tak'e‘s Bl oo
N ondition has become famili

prised to learn that things have not always b e
een so."

“Even thus lived the generatio
Wi ns of men that are
o w: url ﬁ:r;:n;;ints of one kind and another, and gdi]::r.led’rtl‘rll?;
oA w@umev:: Few of them grasped the fact that one
e Eleft s:tanding or remembered how Time
e gyptian monarch who inscribed ‘
on his
Lﬁi name is Ozymandias, King of Kings;
on my works, ye mighty, and despai;."
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uYet we know past all doubt that, to take an instance, when feudal-
ism was at its very height, and must have seemed most firmly founded
to those who lived under it, the causes of its decay were at work,
and might indeed have been seen at work by a careful observer,
who could have foretold its replacement by another order, even if
he could not have accurately predicted the exact form of its
successor. We can imagine how such a prophet would have been
stoned. We can see the foolishness of the past easily enough, but
when it comes to applying the lesson to ourselves it is very
different. We know that ten generations hence all our laws,
institutions, customs and morals will be to the men of that time
subjects of scornful amusement, just as to us are now the manners
of the Middle Ages; but the knowledge has not really entered into
our intelligence. We are the fools of the habit of thought that
« whatever is, is right,’ and has a sort of divine sanction to 2
perpetual lease. 1t is marvellous that the vast majority should
accept a conclusion so at variance with all our knowledge. Possibly
{he reason is that man is a very lazy animal, and that it is so much
easier to accept the established than to find out for oneself, or even
o choose between the multitudes of new ideas, many of which
must necessarily be false. Further, 1 fancy there is 2 natural
shrinking from an attitude of mind which reduces the present era
and all belonging to it to the position of one generation of insects
building up a coral reef. It shatters the good conceit of ourselves
springing from the idea most of us hold that we are ‘ the heirs of
all the ages,' the fine flower of all evolution."

' In any case there can be no question as to the frame of mind in
which to approach the matters we are going to talk about. You
cannot discuss modern surgery with a man who does not know
about antiseptics, or the education of women with a Mahommedan.
It would be useless to expound any sociological views that claim to
be scientific with people who regard our social system as a fixed
and permanent structure. The beginning of wisdom in this matter is
to recognise every social institution, even the most venerated and
most familiar, as having been brought into being to serve some
temporary end, liable to modification by the pressure of social
needs. and doomed to disappear in course of time when its use has
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been folfilled, Tt is this conception of society as a growing
 organism which is the basis of the whole superstructure of modern
~ Socialism. One must grasp and assimilate this before one can
understand that socialists propose to initiate no changes and profess
merely to ratify the changes that have already taken place in the
constitution of society by modifying or removing the institutions it
‘has outgrown.”

'j‘hﬂt was a silence as Blake concluded. It was
m by Ida. “Oh,” she said, * you take my breath
away. But I like it. It seems to give one a new,
_comprehensive view.”

% “ i - - -

; Idumid i':'g.th.er thu_lk it does,” ejaculated Mortimer,
uf whare ?.:s’l.t all going to stop? Is everything
going into the ‘m.eltmg pot? Are you insisting that our
ml. el rfutlook is to consist of one eternal dissolving

“Who is going to assi imi
. gn a limit to the proces {
evolution ? " asked Blake. 3 a5

# Ym‘?:eshou i.s absurd, Mortimer,” broke in the
Mth‘u ; new light brfeaks in upon me. What Mr.
ol ayndxzn ;;:rfectly in accord with the scientific
&ough,l = no: ) am'dlsposed to agree with him,
el “;zh“ dl;::l time to grasp the full import of
R a.b‘ = ,on the face of it, strike me as
Wn{l m\;rt is that he should coolly take this lofty
ow ; d try to persuade us that we are to recognize
mra:;:mg.. unwashed orators at the street corner,
m. arwing and Spencers, patiently applying
” ient minds to the study of the origin of th
s of the social organism and of their prob ble
pment. It is quite too audacious,” -
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« Ah, those orators!” said Blake laughing; * how
they seem to have repelled your sympathies. 1 fancy
they wash every bit as much as you would if you were
compelled by your circumstances to do the filthy work
of the world. If they prated of the branches of science
you have studied, you would admire them immensely
for having got even a smattering of such knowledge,

and find ample excuse for any ex
statement in their inevitable narrow-mindedness.

Because their topic is new !t‘gfeir creed
distasteful, you find their dirt‘x 1Tts 4 amvage a
reason for denying them the ugi ver?]lﬂf ilegk& 'Of the
ignorant ! You see our gospel 1840 the @ R

who suffer most, consciously at-least
correspondence between the needs oi=soe
forms. Consequently, the aneducated socialists out-
pumber the educated by a thousand to one, and our
doctrines suffer a good deal in public exposition at
their hands. But if you'll take the trouble to inquire
you'll find that their vapourings are only reflections,

inferior mirrors, of (the dry light of
by some of the best

travagance and mis-

from very
reason ' thrown on these subjects

minds of the world.”

» Mortimer grumbled, ¢ but
you know as well as I do that nine-tenths of what these
fellows say is not only arrant nonsense, but wicked
sedition. They shriek about a bloody revolution, and
they do their sneaking best to stir one up. Don't think
I object to reasonable argument, but 1'd lock up every
man jack of these agitators who set class against class
for their own vile purposes if 1 had my way, and if
we'd a Government with an atom of pluck, they'd doit.”

« That's all very fine,’
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] suggest,” said Blake drily, ‘that you would be

Things are administered there in a way that would suif
your enlightened views.” ;

“ Come, now,” said the doctor, * that was all settlec
long ftgo. Absolute freedom of speech, short of ad-
vocating murder, is not going to be suppressed i
Eng"land, and the law, and the Government, and publlir::
fleehng are quite strong enough to stop anything really
‘:ggerous. Buft how (.10 you square all this desire for
b en revolution, this blather about change, as if
::c:e:y Was 2 .kaleidoscope, of which the comp::)nents
e :f :;rked'mto . entirely new pattern by a simple

e wrist, with your scientific talk ?

« )

i ;I‘Eait : ;Zet ]:)f the questions I've got down,” said

s u: dway Mr. Mortimer talks. It is just

Woman's Move:xeu: ; ngt tt;:h Yea:’ IZgO o

. ; out holdi

:ilp;;l:j:;l: f:: all ‘the wild talk by igno?fn?i:nf lil:

b inare::(;nli) does seem to me that while he

o itata: le.way hl_are, the whole point of all

- Ay gitation is that it promises sudden change
0 some kind of millennium, and that itgi;

positively—yes—wicked to i

to inflame h !

the n : e hopes which can't i
doesn?:u?f of tgmgs be fulfilled. All scienci.- stnt 3
A it, and aren’t ; 4ys so,
Reientific basis " you resting your case on a

“Frankly there i

i is a lot of hid

abou Tk ldeous no

u:t Revolutl‘c;nf assented Blake, « I,I?Sligse' talked

that many socialists who ought to know I?etTlt even
er seem

happier if you took up your domicile in Russia
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deliberately to confound the two meanings of the word,

to use it indifferently as signifying an uprising of
physical force or 2 far-reaching economical change.
That is wicked enough (‘I should think so, indeed;’
from Mortimer), but I have denounced that sort of
thing time and again, and publicly, too. To English
ears the word Revolution means the guillotine and the
Carmagnole. But when Mr. Mortimer speaks of the
recent revolution in agrarian Ireland he does not refer to
the potting of landlords from behind stone walls, but to
the substitution of fair rents for competition rents. When
Dr. Burton says the discovery of the circulation of the
blood or of the use of anmsthetics brought about a
revolution in medicine and surgery, he is not referring
to the victims of unskilled practitioners. When Miss
Burton’s text-books of political economy mention the
industrial revolution of the last century, she under-
stands them to mean not the riots against the use of
machinery, but the introduction of the factory system
and its consequences. That's the sort of thing the

socialists mean.”

« Why don’t they say S0, then,” Mortimer asked.

«« Because,” retorted Blake, they are recruited in
England from a population ¢ mostly fools.” But the
first popular tract ever issued in the modern agitation,
Ferdinand Lassalle’s The Working Man's Prograniié,
makes this point clear, and a great part of it is devoted
to showing that while you may have revolutions of the
kind the socialist aims at, without any disorder, you
can have abundance of riot and civil war without

advancing any revolution a stage.”
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~ «But for all that,” persisted Ida, ‘“natura non facit
saltum. There can be no sudden change. Science has
taught me that, if it has taught me anything.”

«Then I am afraid it hasn’t taught you much or let
me say that, like most people, you have not learnt
as much from books as you might have from usin
your eyes. Did you ever see a chicken hatched out i’g

“What on earth do you mean? "

“If you have you'll have seen at one minute the egg
::rtit? nexil:) the eggshell in pieces and the Chicker;
rutting about. All done in a few mi
-yl minutes and no

i

3 ,Oh',rbut Mr. Blake, you know there’s no magic in

ﬂmﬂ- 1 he chicken was there before. It had grown
owly, or comparatively slowly, and had only t

/8 vy to come
113 7

W f;l: you see,” Blake pursued, ‘“someone who did
wina :’ muc}:sl ;bout poultry rearing, a Girton girl, for

, would have seen no diffe i :

. : rence in the egg a

pI::;ea \;;ek, or a fortnight before the hatching tiok

4 ma.y \ tz 5:1:311, you see, necessary protection though

growing organism withi ides b
changes from the view of the unobser:fv;;}:l‘r’l, -

I See, I S€e Ida e}{clalln . O !ety 15 tlle
ed
7 S
l:thkEIl and it gIQWS SlOle, but When the time 1s

come, crack goes the
shell
development.” and out comes the new

“ Aren’t you counti
ng your chi
B o in Nostimer. ickens before they are

¥ ou can make
pretty sure of them, I

imponded Blake cheerfully, «if you’ us: mmtzlld,
‘ odern
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methods such as the incubator. Seriously, the com-

parison is fairly apt, and explains my meaning.”

« Fum !"" Mortimer g[umbled 2 T wish I could be
ere going to use incubators and not

sure your friends w!
mash shell and chicken too! "

hammers, which will s

« That's not an annatural anxiety, 1 admit,” Blake

said, «But I think they anderstand that you can only

do harm by forcing natural processes.”

« Ah, but there s physical force exerted there,” said

Dr. Burton. ¢ Your chicken cracks the egg with a

certain amount of violence.”

« The hard ghell of laws and social forms,”
replied Blake, «(has been mnecessary to keep society
together while it was growing, but when it has grown,
if it is not to perish, the envelope must expand or
break up—yield in some Way to the pressure from

All depends on the nature of the envelope.

within.
y at once and

With the bud the outer casings give wa
add a beauty to the flower after their usefulness has
gone. The snake's elastic skin splits easily and is left
behind. The egg shell requires a few sharp taps from
a tough beak to break it. In proportion to the strength
of the obstacles which natural forces meet is the
violence with which they free themselves. Indeed, you
may fairly say that the violence is not due to the
forces, but to their repression. You don’t blame the
steam for a boiler explosion, but the weights on the

safety valve.”
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' ‘: Mr. Mortimer,” said Ida solemnly, ‘ you are
weight on the safety valve.” =

: B %\To, he’s not so bad as that. Only a little rust on
its hinge,” the doctor said. ‘

i Pe.rhaps," suggested Blake, ‘“he’s more like the
wa'ter in the boiler that is not yet heated to boiling
point, anc-l is sinking by its own density into closer
contact with the furnace ? ”

i ;
mSig?l};,dl ;ettlfl 1:h ;;n;:i Zolu:s:lves," said Mortimer
iy ot to say pre e
::eor;smg is all very well, it sounds }irfrys‘:;ti} .as llol:;
Mr-yBlixakzn;eilz hto gem?ralit:Les, but I want to hear
e cr:; . on t;) hl.s scientific basis any justifica-
kg don,te and wild practical suggestions of his
L s}r:y that _wh‘at he says now may not
but it sounds er:in:nrt’gsr:;s:niilnew :io o i
P able, an
2::2 e;c:)lluttxf)m.st would accept it. But ;;(’It)irc;ut};:;
e frz: nllo;tstatdf:;tnoitf ;ccept Mr. Blake's con-
b fond i e agrees at i
- and)éepr?pose to rob every man who hasa
s ince;tive s prive everyone with the least ability of
i exertion, they really mean somethi
ent. On the contrary, the greatest evoluti::]g-

ists are the stron

gest opponent
socialis i s of every concei
i t development. Science is b e
side. ¥ no means on his
“One step at a time i

time if vou don’t mi

“For the you don’t mind,” said

present, I am satisfied if Ic,an be a?lakz

sure
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| sufficiently versed in scientific methods

that you are al
dissolving-view doctrine of

of thought to accept my
society.”

«] am quite,” said Mortimer, confidently. “We
are not such fossils as you seem to suppose. Con-
cervatism to-day isn’t afraid of science, whose professors
are almost without exception in our ranks and whose
canfs of learning ape @ strongholds. We only
mistrust wrongheaded misapplications of scientific
truths by impatient doctrinaires. T'll admit that every
institution in these days must stand or fall on its own
ERbS . L s O i question of their merits we shall

quarrel.”

« I'1l grant also,” said Dr. Burton, “that the old order
changes, if that’s what you want, but don’t read into
my admissions any belief in the possibility of abrog-
ating the natural laws, of reckoning without the great
forces you've mentioned to-day which seem to me
certain to shatter your schemes as they always have

done in the past.”

«That will do very well just now,” said Blake, “we'll
tackle the law of gravity later and show you how to
make water run up a hill.”
 sajd Ida iy HEr GHoEs ]
ws and customs and such
hanging. But morals,
you really think

« T've got an objection,’
haven't any doubt that la
things change and will go on €
Mr. Blake ? You don’t mean to say
right and wrong alter? That the moral law is 2
varying, uncertain thing ? It's inconceivable.”

« Bless you,” broke in Mortimer, that's the basis
of the whole thing. Youwll find him prepared t0 put.
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the Commandments to the vote and accept the decision
of t.he majority as to the definition of every crin
forbidden by the Decalogue.” :

“ T —— o, Miss Burton,” said Blake, “by
another question. What do you think of slavery and
polygamy ?”

“Oh, it's absurd. You know very well.”

/ " ¥es, am‘i I know equally well that a few years ago
it was ul.m{ersally held right to buy and sfll
hu'man bgmgs, as long as they were not white
‘skmx_aed, ‘amd :that the general view of the domestit;
relations ' of Charles II. is very different now from

what it was 200 years ago. If you mean by

;ng;a;llbl;z i]:si conception th:?.t you have a duty to your
g t);]c:irself, I think tha‘t is likely to last;
s jusiv:n i&r. Morhmer's definitions of
i g s.t By differ widely from those

primitive man, will differ as widely from those

which will form the rul :
_and years hence,” es of life a hundred or a thous-

“If you mean that I am not

Mortimer, quite a savage,” said

({3 I
suppose I must take it as a compliment.”

“T think i :

will holdu;.s sIt S great-grand-children
7 a\éa?ery many of the ideas now prevalent
adultery, : -0
“just as v’ve now t}l;in:cheé;d a;l{d ing," said Blake,

. : oman id
:::b.l:t:ti a;l;wst incomprehensible, Am; t?; x:) ntth.ose
eet I'll try and show ext time
about.” you how these changes come
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CHAPTER IV.

T OW, Mr. Blake,” said 1da, when the friends next
met, ‘You succeeded last time in talking us
into a frame of mind in which even the most

conservative of us is constrained to admit that the

jnstitutions, manners, and customs of modern societies
are far from being immutable, like the laws of the

Medes and Persians. We are all-now willing to agree
, , flexible

with you that these things ,af‘g;*;hng x
in response to pressure frgf ithin, andg
mosing it o stcsgpn dilgy
outgrown them. ‘What néxtf?@?a(ﬁg_ e i{‘;, Q0
(gAY

« 1 hope the others,” said Bla a glance at

Mortimer, “ are as apt pupils as you prove yourself, and
that we shan’t be interrupted with any objections based
on the opposite view.”

But Mortimer was not to be drawn out of his
attitude of armed neutrality. “I'm waiting,” he said,
«to hear in what direction you propose to improve

upon the wisdom of our ancestors.”

«« We haven't got so far as that,” interposed the

Poctor. “We have yet fo hear what is the

tendency of these outside changes to which society

must conform.”

« Exactly,” said Blake, and if we can establish, on
a clear idea of what that tendency
Jeast know the general line
ake, even if we disagree

scientific grounds,
at present is, we shall at

our practical proposals must t 1885
about their details. But I warn you the enquiry is a




b
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serious one and demands close attention,” and drawing
a stout manuscript from his breast pocket he began to
read as follows :—

« Put in its plainest terms, the conclusion now to be drawn is
little flattering to our vanity. It is, that man is more influenced by
the way he gets his living than by all other things put together. It
affronts our self-esteem to be told that Man goes upon his belly like
the serpent. We are disinclined to accept a view so injurious to
our pride, that seems to place us on a level with the brute creation.
As regards them, we can readily admit the truth of it, and trace
modifications in the __i"éi"m and habits of plants and animals to
changes in their material eng,{ironment. We accept the theory that
thcirg.é\'rc;hit‘ignr gﬁ taken fﬂé'ce in blind obedience to iron circum-
standfpg.‘jwhtq bHd& them .:fg'met changes in the nature of their
climah@;i&re‘i?:_ _f’oo_d_la‘.nc'i' their enemies, by corresponding changes in
their co ssh;q?es.organs and habits, or perish. We can go
further, and see that primitive men, our poor relations, so many
times removed that we need feel no shame in talking about their
shabby fortunes, were in these respects as the beasts that perish.
They lurked in caves, thankful for the shelter provided by Nature
from cold and from ferocious monsters, till the glimmerings of in-
telligence taught them the uses of clothing, fire, and weapons. The

cavemen became hunters; the followers of the chase learnt to tame
the beasts and developed into nomadic pastoralists; the wanderiug
owners of flocks and herds learnt agriculture and settled down. Out
of the necessities of their lives sprang their relations as members,
first of a family, and later, when they began to understand through
painful experiences the advantage of co-operation for offence and de-
fence, as members of a tribe. We see how their notions of property, of

law, of sexual morality, of civic virtue, were the direct outcome of

their modes of life, and could not but be so. It is not so easy to
continue the process of reasoning, and to admit that our immediate

ancestors and ourselves are in much the same case as were ‘ our
poor relations,” who lived before they could confuse their successors
by writing history. But if we can adopt the inhuman attitude of
Science, and investigate the facts patiently, and without pre-
possession, we find that this moulding of Man by his environment
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has gone o0 and is going on. Feudalism was unavoidfxble in the
circumstances of its age, when all else ?w.d to be sacnﬁce-d to t.he
necessity for external defence, and an agncultuf'al cn:)mmumty‘ with
the simplest processes of production to satisfy its own modest
wants, submitted to a military domination. \Vt‘l: know how w}qat .we
call civilization—the making of roads, and the quicker communication
over the country the internal peace that made travel and t.rafﬁc
safe; the growth of the town at the expense of the country; thef
specia‘lization of functions in industry, and the commencemt:nt of
commerce—how all these things, altering the actual constitution od
society, did away with the necessity for. the feudal form?, an :
relegated them to the limbo whither dead b.’."n-n.gls go‘ Unconsc];ous of
the causes of the change, and without €Heir owrf.vollt‘l»@ni-the arons
and law-wards turned into land-owners; th.e: sel_ffsnppornli?‘p‘eaia?t-
cultivators became, SOme of the.m..ozl.t.pitahﬁt@@ﬂerﬁ,"prog,gctrob z:
distant markets ; the remainder, lanfless me.n, 'seﬁmg t}_&tra{a o d
under the wage system The townsmegvmu{taphed.t‘heir afts an

AL N
graded off into masters, journeymen and apprenticss:

u The changes were incomparably quicker than in the pnm;val
days before m-an’s brain was awake, but they were slow enoug dti;
: i ese di
escape the attention of those who lived amongst them. Th

ona
not see as W€ looking back can see, that men had embarked

i ied on b
new sort of life altogether. Production was no longer carrie y

i ith his im-
independent units each for his own use, or for barter with

but b
mediate neighbours, whose needs were fixed and knowr;, s foy;
3 : : 2
aggregations of men competing against aggregations ‘o dspe‘:ial
i it require
i < fluctuations and wants 1
success in markets whose .
skill to forecast and suit. As they had bSEI.l {orce(;i ttlo e
baron who, in return for their military service anf ;}m gm;w 'S
: ' and food, 50
iged and led them so as to secure them peace o .
were forced into subservience to the masters O d pib
cipline, gave employment and W ges.
ce they had to pay
force unquest'mned

return for their industrial dis! e
As the serfdom, so the wage slavery was the p

i - ion. Asthebaron had to en .
e e destroyed by 2 neighbour who

had to grind his
displaced in the

; ; ha
control over his retainers or L2
ipli italist
exerted stricter discipline, sO the er?bryo cap o
human materials into the commercial grooves
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muggle. " The basis of modern society was laid, and the inventioyg
of the past hundred years rapidly created the superstructure.”

« All this is ancient history already. It is the region of established
fact, and there, for the present, we leave our investigation, The
point to be born in mind is that the transition from feudalism to the
beginning of the stage of social evolution we have now reached,
sprang out of altered external circumstances. No thinker destroyed
feudalism ; no writer * smiled its chivalry away.” It did not perish
before a popular uprising, or give place to a fresh system elaborated
on paper by any philosopher in his closet. Its forms, habits and
beliefs were inadequate to the new growth, That was all. They
had to give way. The revolts against the old order, the new spirit
of independence, and the desire for self-development amongst the
class that was to supersede the nobles, were not the causes, but the
consequences of the change that had taken place deep within the
very constitution of the society, and were bound to show themselves
on its surface. The men of that time might deplore the dissolution
of the old order, and might not be able to understand what it all
meant. The changes went on disregarding them, and we can see
now that they would have spent their time better in trying to
adapt themselves to the new environment. The mail-clad knight
must have thought it a horrid, new-fangled notion that the retainer
in buff jerkin should be armed with an arquebus. The baron-
brigand no doubt condemned the desire of the newly risen traders to

traverse the country without being levied upon by him, as most

subversive of time-honoured custom. The housewife spinning the

material for her family’s clothing would have argued that human
nature {could never alter so as to accept the conditions of the
modern factory-hand, and would have seen in that way of life the
disruption of the family and the destruction of domestic happiness.
Dick Whittington, the 'prentice lad, would have seen in a descrip-
tion of the ‘ Universal Providers’ and ‘ Stores,’
modern trade, a wilder fairy tale than ever has been told about him.
How impossible every belief and hope, every custom and usage
€very political form and social institution of our day, would havé

seemed to men who lived but a few generations ago! Yet the trans-
formation was no miracle,

which carry on

It all sprang from the change in
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methods of production caused by changed environment,and in their
turn as inevitably causing social changes. ’I.'he pr?cess htahs r:;t_
stopped : its pace has only become more raptd,‘owmfg to : ; ®
creased intelligence which makes man a conscious factor 1

evolution of society.”
When Blake ceased, Mortimer said sententiously.

«] don’t say whether I agree with you or not, but what
1 do say isthat one may agree that Crusaders a-re out of
date without being a socialist or anything like one.

Why don't you get to your precious schemes for
dividing up and starting afresh ?

« Well, you see,” said (B1le .I’m coming to thex}n
gradually, but what I am now trying to .show you 1is
that we haven't got any ¢ scheme’ at all in the sense

ean.” :

yo: Zlnome, Tom,” said the doctor, ¢ curb your im-
patience. Mr. Blake has donme p.retty v.vell for omi
evening. 1 can see the general dr}ff of his argume‘nc
well enough. The economic conditions—the .wlagr vs
get our bread and butterﬁch;nge,hand th;osolci;: ‘:;r;le

i or, rather, after them. his
;1:)?25 eismi};;.t t’he ¢ schemes’ of the somatsttshziz
nothing more than recognitionf. Of. chang.es 1; a
already come or are slowly coming 1nto being.

« Thank you, Dr. Burton,” said Blalfe, b I. atdm:;
that Mr. Mortimer has some reason for his a:?nfzi i
get me on to more difficult ground than a.Bcrtl }1:;1: b
the past which we all have to agree on. DU
will come soon enough.”

« what
» went on the doctor,
TR All the changes

ou is this: ,
I want now to putto ¥ ek

have been in the direction of fre
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religion, freedom in trade, freedom i

thought. It has been,a proces;n Sol;eel::c;flréss b

;?ackles so as to give free play to the indlit;gd =

deov:' you want, 1t seems, to reverse the Pprocess Zi;
prive us of our hardly won liberty of thought and

action. For that i
, you know, is what extensi
sphere of the State means.” : Ui

S

“WeI;;i;nI}]ro:urr; to s;ay not so fast now,” said Blake:
e tEO sl(; Fuias that objection of yours yet.
R EOE; ] JeCthTl that is mainly responsible
e fhegr:eswholtl;nk :21 ]}ittle such opponents of
p* LRy theories’ advisedly, fo

m?:.ﬁzi;hlénioi)lel piitiiad favour of each fragmz;lt :)rf
S gs. atlon’ as it is introduced. Before we
vy thil?itbwe 11 !‘1ave to come to an understand-
‘Hberty S thoughtertydls, a:nd Ets to what amount of
L e and action’ is enjoyed now by the
W ooy .spealiia[:i teil-l you this much at once, how-
i oy fth?;‘k I'nyself, Socialism attracts
the individual to develop ca;tbzh:tﬁii::: 5 o

“That's just another of

Mortimer. your paradoxes,” said

‘“ Everyone h
. ere kn - .
simply means the smotherin ows that Socialism

dividua}_ Energy.” g of every Spark of in-

“ That’s just an
other of .
your 1 s
;htlke(;u ."“ Everyone else here nf:;}?]:::" . e
&Zne perhaps allow me to make ai e:-u‘:wu}'1 k.
s '?erson present who has made a e of
e . i St“dy of the
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Mortimer laughed. “1 admit you have me on the
hip there,” he said, ‘‘but you know it is rather annoy-
ing to hear you gravely claiming for your opinions the
virtue of being on the side of all that one knows them
to be opposed to.”

« But that’s just it, you see,” answered Blake. ¢ My
point is that you dow't know, and that the reason you
don’t know is that you have not learnt. One might as
well expect a man to know what you Tories are driving
at after listening to the ordinary parson or publican.”

« But, Mr. Blake,” interposed Ida, ““1 don't like the
beginning of what you said at all. 1 don't believe that
people nowadays are the creatures of circumstances
and solely influenced by gross material considerations.
And I'm rather disgusted to find the apostle of a new
social ideal talking this way. The other night your
talk seemed so full of hope. It had never struck me
before that the promise of the whole evolutionary
theory was that one day the world might be freed from
the burden of all the old vices and passions—even from
the weight of imperfect notions of right and wrong.
But here you are, so it seems to me, tracing all pro-
gress to influences that are literally ‘beastly.’ Itis
just the horrible mistake that the political economists
make when they base their laws on the axiom that all
human action originates from the desire to gratify our
needs with the least exertion. It isn't true to begin
with. ¢ Man does not live by bread alone.’ You create
a world in which there is no beauty or nobility, no
courage nor faith, no room for appeal to the higher
ihatincts, 1 don't care for your theories. I tell you i
know it is true, as all the greatest teachers have shown
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us, that men will go cold and hungry in obedience tq
the need for better things than repletion, warmth ang
ease. Your doctrine that they are the slaves of mere
animal appetites is hateful and degrading. Besides
and above all it is simply not #vue. Look at all the
self-sacrifice and heroism in the world. Every soldier,
every fireman, every lifeboat man, every doctor—before
I heard you I should have said, every social reformer—
is a living argument against your brutish creed.”

“Well done, Miss Burton,” exclaimed Mortimer,
‘it couldn’t be put better, but you won't believe me

when I tell you that you are only preaching from the
true Tory text ¢ Noblesse oblige.’

“1 don't know or care what yeu call it,”’ said Ida,
flushing with the warmth of her speech, “but I do
k.now that if things are wrong they can only be put
right by the conscious effort of individuals, and that

you can’t appeal to the individual on low mean grounds
and get any good out of it.”

“I hope I haven't deserved this onslaught,” said
Blake, “anyhow I don't think that in my attempt to
convert you thr
orf anyy lowereegfci?ggiz It}}:z.fle iiaﬁet c?fp fftax‘tlﬁd ;gdy‘@&
faith in the eternal pPower of truth. That I take
to be higher than any idea] constructed on a false basis
What misery has been inflicted o :

worshipping of falge
temples !

n the world by the
gods enshrined in beautiful

: Ho?v .much evil remaing unreformed because
We won't admit its existence |

All T ask you to do §
hok all the facts straight o ¢ iy 0 dois to

. ! he face. Disprove m
Proposition that Man has been more influ ’ A

enced by the
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he gets his living than by all other things put
a "
:)g);ther, and then you'll affect my argument.

«T don’t want to deny that proposition, but I i;og;
tend that it does not include all the facts. i’iou tf',;ic I\:i
hat are within my own knowledge,” sal o
smrllfnt across at her brother. I know people who
g %inﬂuenced by such things; who don’t 8o about
g lest way to get their living, and whose lives B
;h;rzi; of the'compelling -power of IT'l‘OtIVeS to which
you, by implication, deny importance.

« But, my dear Miss Burton, you mu;;a;en;;r:b:rtl
that I expressly stated that so long ash e
animal, looking neither before nor after,h ::a o
the creature of his circumstlances, but that, it
awakened, he became himself a factorh o
change. You will admit that my presence 8€ P

y I feel the truth of that. I want to convert

deepl iy
?Z: beciuss 1 know that, apart from economic

things
hanoes, the way in which you look at these lu,:ir;i
. i o ¥
hastcbns or retards the coming of the r;al reziemiaus

i ible and cons
i ‘f that if all the sensl -

e devote a little time and thought
he evils and dangers and
uld be done

people could be got to

] 1t
to these subjects, 2 ' :
difficulties of the change that is coming WO

away with.”

: : ik

« And I believe just as firmly,” said MorzEloe:t, a:han
the changes you hint at Woulc.l nevei corr‘::eou]ld e
if the people who have anythn‘:lg to OEE dars * 0%
their minds strenuously to resist the. eg e
We drift into these things and find it 1mP




40 THE ROOT OF THE MATTER

back. There is qui
ey l'ele quite enough good sense in the coy,
Ty eck on revolutionary innovation if i o
ncy and logical end were once seen clearl "
” I, 3'."

“ Then
o hugv;r;n;ealli)‘zldo agree upon something,” said
; : am all for free di ot 4
gk : ee discussion, t}
i m:H af::a1d the other evening that you werclough
5 Chremlnd you, however, that there is not a
Y 0;a.nge.s which have already taken place On;
u i :
you accept with an easy mind which wasanr;t

in its earl j
tly days the subject of the most direful

prophecies
of woe. You remind me of the Tor
}.' Ie.

viewer who half a century ago propos
centur d
; | : y ago denounced the
0 rrun ra.‘llwz'ty tfalns at a speed of twelve ml;les aanl
y

O?i a.st ying in the face of Providence.” In you

h f . ‘ 5 n

;Jp 1‘1t on hie if:c:mntryt 1s going to the dogs, as it has beer.r!

n -he op- nion of the opponents of change s'n‘ce he

earliest time i v :

s. Does it never strike you as odd ;1

odd that

after all, the
’ countr
journey ? " y never reaches the end of that

“ But you admi
it yourself,” sai
are grave dangers ahead ? = said Burton, ‘ that there

i1 !
Oh, yes,” Blake assented,
¢

and most certai
ain] :
ableness. R atheul

frave dangers possibly,
Pl Sl ties and much disagree-
Teason is not much use t ang? implies that. But our
Bid cie da o us if we cannot :
g ngers and minimise the diffi em'P g
p towards that is to see the fact e
Ccts as they

.
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CHAPTER V.

T their next meefing, Blake, without any intro-
duction, at once commenced to read his paper:—

« T have tried briefly to show you {he causes that brought about
the rise of what we call the capitalist era. Hitherto men had
worked either to supply their own simple needs directly, or, by ex-
change, those of their immediate neighbours. Henceforth all that
was changed. The primary end of production was not use, but profit;
its object not to supply a want, but to find a market. Now-a-days
we are familiarized with that idea, and we see nothing absurd in
the fact that no man starts in business with any notion of meeting
the wants of society, but simply to make a profit for himself. So
far has this view, in reality, temporary and peculiar to a commercial
age, become accepted as one of the * eternal verities,’ that when the
system reared upon it breaks down, the last thing questioned is its
fundamental basis. « Business is business,’ say the sages. as if that
settled the matter, quite forgetting that business now is not what it
was before the feudal system decayed, and is not what it will be
when the capitalist system has passed away- They do seem 2 little
startled, in periods of trade depression, at the paradoxes presented
by a society in which collective production on 2 huge scale is con-
trolled by individuals for their private profit. People starving,
apparently because there is a too plentiful supply of food ; millions
in need of clothes, because warehouses are glutted and mills

stopped ; people sleeping under hedges, while thousands of houses

are empty ; all sorts of work requiring to be done, and hundreds of
thousands crying out that they can get no work to do—these things
become more striking as the forces which produce them grow

They are ascribed to any and every cause, Do

more powerful.
t the true one. That is,

matter how ridiculously inadequate, excep
that business is openly and notoriously carried on with no desire to
to get useful work done, or to supply the wants of the community,
but is untrammelled by any regard for the public welfare. Capital-
ism indeed carries t0O their logical conclusion the principles on
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which it is based. Capitali
: 2 pitalist societ i
with which it sets out.” =ty fulfils the Purpose

“I have explained how these princi
! g Prmaples and this purpose inevi
mdy ? 4 :t):i t:;e :it::id c:;dltions which destroiedpfesdl:lt‘l::::‘
- i n the principles and pur : whid
irfca;r;tgaiz ;tev;;l;ly out of altn‘ared conditions, proioul:fee?h:zzdl'
g cusmmsor]f: attempting that, T want to emphasise 3:
. 3 Zws, and t_:eliefs conform to the real const'e
e stage:; an .that this, in its turn, depends u :
e society has reached.” i

In the fe e efi 1 was e dominant one, and
e feudal age, th ght]llg class the d

we have seen that W
1t as so because it was in truth the most

important to the co i
mmunity. The characteristics of that class

personal coura;
A ge, i}urute strength, large-handed gen S
were the ideal virtues of the ag e
e.

and : :
so forth existed on sufferance Usurers and scriveners

society, each wi : There were settle ;
with definite relations to the other dd ‘Orderq .
, and 1t was no

virtue to attempt .
Sy 011:)5 to rise from the class in which you were b
than weapons of ense, was unknown. Personal pr S
war, or tools of trade, had not COP OP.Efty. other
me into being.

Even the land di
e b :;ie?:t:elc&ng to the dominant class. They had
The social code was thear fns and governors rather than own an
No matter what religionon . onle possible under the circumstan )
?ake another man'’s life orsald' it was considered commendabl CE:-
in the recognized way. |Wec;:.:-1: -sor wife, if you did it in fair ﬁeghot
3 ee : 3
causes beyond its comprehension aursltjzfszgzti:: f:l::ljtf b;Oke -
rol. T will not

weary you with a descripti

Wiiho alow oo ZS;C:‘LPHOH (which you will readily find

. € new capitalist s y find elsewhere)
present century. There i ystem up to the beginning

Long Peac : s still less nee
¢, the introduction of machiueryd t?hexplmn R e
» the application of

steam, the growth .
R ) silonye :édfoielgn' trade, the annihilatio,

the largest scale i SARERI, s developm, i fo e "

in huge factories, and i Ent;()f industry on

other causes wer:

(-

working durin
class the domii;l::: ::t halfl of this century to make th
close was marked b t: Everyone knows that in th i ercial
y the Great Exhibition of 1851 s: _Penod whose
1 Soclety had been
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radically changed. Its leading principle was expressed in the
phrase o1 every lip, that * the middle class was the backbone of the
pation.’ The hero of the time was the successful manufacturer, the
gelf-made man, who had entered one of our factory towns with the
half-crown in his pocket, and had accumulated profits
by methods that would have been universally despised in the pre-
capitalist age. Dut now the exemplary virtues were enterprise,
sndustry, thrift, acquisitiveness‘aﬂ the qualities that make
individuals succeed in an era of proﬁt-making. Politics were a
struggle of the class that had ruled when the community was based
gainst a class that was torule by 1ts control
st all meaning as a faith

prcverbial

on the control of land, 2

Even the religion of the day lo

of capital.
ly an aftair by which a

to bind society together, and became simp

prudent man could, on sound business lines, insure his individual

coul against risk in another world. He that gave to the poor lent
to the Lord—but expected principal and interest on the maturing
ot the loan. The most religious even saw no shame in grinding the
faces of the poor to extract the profits which they subscribed to
send missionaries o the heathen, in the sure and certain hope that
the flag followed the missionary, and that trade followed the flag.
The medizval fathers denounced the lending of money at interest,
and the medizval baron would cheerfully roast Isaac of York to
extort his usurious gains. We,on the contrary, make our Jewish

capitalists peers of the realm."”
ht, was on the verge of

« But even as feudalism, when at its heig
capitalism seemed most fourishing, the causes

that were to destroy it were at work. England, with all its practical
ability, has never been quick to grasp theories or embrace ideas.
The country which, owing to its coal and iron, its command of the
sea, and its breed of men, was the first to develop the capitalist
system to the full, has been the last of the civilized nations t©
It may astonish you to learn that the
ded by Continental

nacted in the

its decay, so when

recognize the new era.
practical programme of legislative change deman
socialists contains a great deal that has been already €
interests of the working classes by English Govemments—JTory as
well as Liberal. When Lord Ghaftesbury, then Lord Ashley, was
fighting in our House of Commons for factory legislation, he was
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conscious though he was of any sympathy with Continenty
Socialism. The Factory Acts were the commencement of a whole
series of legislation, of which the tendency is to admit that the
dominant class is now to be the working class, and the dominant
idea of society, in the immediate future, the Labour idea.”

“The causes that have led to this result are sufficiently plain,
Capitalism itself massed the labourers in huge towns, and by
drilling them in battalions, as it were, gave them a corporate spirit,
‘The middle class broke down the class barriers in its own interest,
and set an example to all below them. Universal education and the
cheap Press democratized knowledge, which, as we all know, is
power. The exactions of the master forced the workmen to combine
in trade unions, and through them to conduct a contest which has
been nothing less, in its essence, than a warfare between the class
which has capital and buys labour, and the class which has no
capital and lives by the sale of its labour. The capitalists howled
aloud at first, just as the barons and knights must have done in a
previous age. But in the struggle now going on, no sane man can
doubt which side has had the best of it, and which side must
eventually win. 1In spite of the tremendous difficulties of ignorance
and‘waut of organization ; in spite of the enormous forces rallied
a-ga.mst it, the working class, though defeated apparently in its
pitched battles, advances like a flood, of which each separate wave
seems to be beaten back, while it still rises slowly and steadily.”

Rk -c.lass struggle will be the ﬁnai one, because it will be ended
oy the triumph of a class, which really is not a class at all, since it

is not limited and exclusive, like the land-owners or the plutocrats
but includes all men and women. To share in its dgmination'
neither wealth nor privilege are required, It is open to all wh arf;
willing to take their share of the world’s work, The t 'w , f
Labour is the triumph of Man." f e

When Blal'ce ceased there was a short silence, broken
first by Mortimer, who said with some exultation -

“I am glad we are coming to it at last,

) SH Now we begin
to see what you're driving at. The sacrifice of eveéy-

TET———.

called a socialist by his opponents, and with perfect truth, yy. |
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thing and everybody to the manual worker, ¢ the "orny
randed working-man.’

« We'll talk about the sacrifices and so forth later on,
it you please " said Blake. ¢ Lots of them will have
1 )

7

i o made, no doubt, but you'll find that what I have

gaid is true.” N
«] disagree altogether with your predictions,” sal :
Mortimer, ¢ it's true enough that there’s a great deal -Ct,
talk—foolish and unnecessary talk abouAt 1abour(,i. ; s
rights and its wrongs, its gricvzulc?s‘ and its reme 11 sS
But nine-tenths of that is mere political claptraP. ; i
enough to the electoral changes which have

e clearly :
?:ade the working classes all important at the polls. It

doesn’t really mean anything, and when -thle'y;il %ﬁ‘;
their votes and their paid members, and ali)o is| i -3
throne, the Church and the Peers, and all the fesare ir,l
where will they be? Exactly where they 2 ot
France and America. WVorse off than they are 1
servative country.” e
CO?‘I do not think that you will ﬁndll?lanydsoc;:}:z;
laying any stress upon the effect of poht:::al iszlake.
B increasing the PpOWer of lab‘our, Isa e
« Some of them may gabble abm{t it, but e et
nce of the socialist creed 1S ;

o however constructed, merely registers

olitical machine, 1 it
gecisions in the interest of the class that 18 v

dof?in]i::).w that in Australia, for instancle,'h:f:::trfl
Dr. Burton, * the working class ‘E‘xas RL :;re i
of the political machine that there 1S il B\1 ist, <.
they do not use it to bring about any Socwthat o
tion of society. It's true, of coursé
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coloni hin
< lonies the State undertakes a great many thi g .
it has nev i : u
ish ne ‘.er attempted in older communities, b : e
due entirely to peculiar circumstances a’nd N
y ) not ty |

any expr i 1
y expressed or conscious desire for Sociali
part of the workers.” e

NG joi A
0, l.'e_]OlIlEd Blake, ¢] should think that
us-

1 b ]. |
3.13513. 1S more ab ect under ca lta- 1sm tllElIl i:hE 0. \

country.
g inﬂ); en(’ihtzx:mhas been nothing to check its growth
i ofpaErablfe to the feudal traditions 0;
e IlgllSl? society, and that a ver
iy goes., o ?r as influence upon thought anZl
e het us get back to our point, and
B ear'that the French are goi;
great International Exhibition in Parisjg :J

inaugurate the twenti
entieth centur '
y. Now let me ask
you

what difference
there will b
B alh of 4 e between the co
e bouiht fu.nongst those who go to it as;ngn
y the visitors to the Exhibition of 1851 7 3
I 5.[ { "

“ There can’
the instanc?an tbbe any doubt,” said Dr. Burton, ¢ that
Mortimer himselefars' FEREREE you cay. I ,belie
middle classes ha will admit that the commercial Vde
all the interest of‘zlalm%t faded out of view, and t?’ln
speak of. It is n:t fl:;ure lies in the prob’lems )-'(jl:
its d’i;;tribution that inter:st:) fsd:ition of wealth, but
% That's al el N
sy thi:';r:;well,. cried Mortimer, ¢ but I i
B e i nc.>th1r'1g to do with the questi pasn
R i inI:l;lmtam that the Tories h e
B ant thint i ese last 50 years than th:;;e. g
the welfare—the r:alare DOW (SANE, fuy, inter lbem‘ls
B nt w1 \'\felfa.re——of the toilers ested in
egislation to that end, 31]1347'1 tre.';d}'
’ ut that
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jsn’t Socialism. Socialism means dividing up the
country into little squares like 2 chess board, and
giving every man an equal share. It means having
the State to arrange when you shall work, how you
shall work, where you shall live, what you're to think.

It means—

« Don't you really think, Mr. Mortimer,” interrupted
Ida, ¢ that perhaps you'd better let Mr. Blake explain
to us what it means himself ? T'm sure you'd do it
very nicely, and it must be 2 relief to your feelings after
sitting still so long. But even I know enough about it
to understand that it doesn’t mean an equal distribution
of property, of anything of the kind.”

« But it does mean,” retorted Mortimer, ¢ interference
with the rights of property, and the denial of private
property, and that's just the absurdity of it.”

« Tt may ease M. Mortimer's mind 2 little,” said
Blake smiling, * if T admit at once that it does mean 2
considerable and speedy interference Wwith the rights
of property, as hitherto understood. But after all,”” he
added reflectively, “1 don’t suppose that the next
fifteen years will see such startling developments in
that direction as those which he and his friends have
become quite accustomed to during the last fifteen.”

« Ah, you mean the Irish land legislation,” said Dr.

Burton.

«wYes; isn't it almost impossible to look back over
twenty years and imagine that it was but such 2 short
time ago that everyone thought it was the most natural
thing in the world that 2 Jandlord should have the right

for his land, quite

to get as much rent as he could
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regardless of the interests of his tenantry o ;

m‘nuntry. The British workman will have lS:,o o
siderable distance yet before he has equalled thf (ci) .
of the Irish tenmant for the abolition of comem%r}dg
fen.ts. There are signs that he will do so anflet'ltm
insists that industry shall secure him ‘a li,vin .
bti.fore anyone else is allowed to profit by it hisgd:rage’
will be no greater interference with th:a rirrhimlnd
property than the Irishman’s claim for a fair re;t ”S ]

anﬂBli: g{:u adit yourself,” said Mortimer, triumph.
#: y?d aftle;é Tones insisted that the cotton mills
only . bg ca ried on under regulations that

¢-§;é Sot msm
and decent sanit
the; wmk&rs-m.tmm ot

of property,” said Bl
ale) and if
: you read tt
ia:::mentary reports of the time, you will see that 11?
\ enounced as such i
g in no measured terms by the
“ But it is no denial i
of the right of pri
o : private property,”
fniu;is:ﬁsl\gortlrer, ‘““to say to a man that althosgh 1’15
wn he must not carry i
Ty y it on so as to inj
e life and. th.e .health of his fellow subjects Who1 ljure
'earn .th.en' living there. We Tories, at a a e
quite willing to prevent sheer inhuman’ity 0 -
“When that can t . .
be done with i
’ : out int i 1
ih;olal::dlord interest, perhaps,” said Dr Belziftmng :vl;th
I don't r . ny
vy Iris].:a-ztxn;embler that you were very anxious to : rotezi
i il hl;antry when the pressure of rents thaFt’ k
- m i verge of destitution was complai i
fﬂt‘: .;/::e , I think the cases are quite dilé'::-me‘j b
] rents by law you hurt no one but ﬁf:tl ;f
and-
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lord, and he has to pocket his reduced income and make
the best of things. He can’t take the land away. But
if you reduce the profits of capital, it is withdrawn from
the industry in question, and instead of getting low
wages, the workmen engaged in it wiil get no wages at
all. That’s the whole difficulty in the matter. I'm
sure we should all be glad enough if every workman in
England could earn £5 a week, and would vote for any
legislation that would secure that, even if it im-
povermshed the rich. Butit snuply}a.n.t.,hg done.”
«We shall have to argue dlfﬁhﬁf‘Mﬂ/ Rake,

wput what I want you to admit fgw i
p0551b111ty of any large or rap@‘ Jmpig
workman's position, but the fact workig
is in power, 1S beginning to find it ‘i‘fﬁr&? T
will use its power to better its condition. But in
passing I will remind you that the mill-owners said
their trade could not be carried on at a profit under
the Factory Acts. That they were wrong doesn't prove
much, I admit, but it proves, at any rate, that the class
whose vested interest is to be attacked is not always to
be believed when it says that the country will be ruined

along with it.”

«I don't think anybody seriously denies your proposi-
§ion,’ said Ida. * In fact we are only too much
alarmed by the evidence of its truth. It seems likely

enough that the future of the country is going to be
ng class, and we are afraid that

controlled by the worki
he country without benefiting

they're going to ruin t
But I've got 2 question to ask you. You
abour was the triumph of

chare in that triumph "

themselves.
said that the triumph of L
Man. Won't my sex have any
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Tt is too late for me to try and answer you thi
evening, Miss Burton,” said Blake, rising to take hlis
leave; “but I think that when the oppressed C]asz
comes into its heritage, the oppressed sex will for the
first time come by its rights, I am not sure whether |
mean by that phrase what you do, but I may tell you
that we consider one of the rights of women to be
?erfect freedom to establish their own economic
independence as individuals. I think I shall be able to
slwtow Y that the changes which are likely to come
?m}l give women the opportunity to develop whatever
is in tl.lem, and give them full freedom to order their
own 11\-'e-s and exercise their own faculties. Amongst
the working class, you know, a large proportion of tbhe
women z?.re wage-earners, and have to be taken inta
a(.:c.ount in any schemes that are to improve the con-
dition of the class as a whole. Certainly when I used

the word Man th ' :
the race.” ere, 1 did not mean it to exclude hall

CHAPTER VI.
0\;\?, MIS.5 Burton,” said Blake, the next time the
our friends assembled, ““1 wish you'd let me

know what i i i
: ; hat.ls the impression left on your mind
y our previous discussion.”

‘ « First of all,” answered ’

%mve come to the conclusion :E:; Sr:;iﬁszfnough, 13

luflged, by those who wish to understand i is not to be

wild and whirling words of its most ignora;:’ cfimm e

::;?:g?t' .tthhat though it attracts attention frzm"';:;iz

the sufferi 5P urfrest and incoherent discontent of
uffering masses, it not only formulates a plea for
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the amelioration of their lot, but professes to give a
scientific explanation of the development of human
society. Thirdly, it seems to me that you look upon
the future development as being due to the real
ascendancy of the working class, and claim that this is
already chowing itself in changes which are admitted
to be in progress, though their real tendency is not
generally recognised.”

«] don’t think I can make any objection to your
summary,” said Blake; “and now I am going to try
and show you why our theories have been opposed and
are still opposed by the people who also claim to take
scientific views of these things.”

¢ Well, if you can do that,” interjected Dr. Burton,
« you will do more for your cause than has yet been
done, and you'll make converts of the people from
whom, in the long run, popular opinions are derived.”

« Flere goes to try,” said Blake, and commenced
reading his paper ‘—

i T have shown how the teachings of religion itself have been
influenced by the economic conditions of society, and how its
precepts have been modified by the ideas of the ruling class. I
want now to show that the teachings of Science have, in the same
way, been pressed into the service of those who controlled the

thoughts as well as the material destinies of the community.”

u Since the publication of the Essay on Population. in which
Malthus (himself the father of a very large family) assumed that there,
was a pressure of population upen subsistence, which must inevit-
ably again create poverty by the mere increase of mouths to be fed,
even if war, famine, pestﬂence, and the other checks on the gmwth
of population were to be removed, his argument has been the
bulwark of the propertied class. Darwin, with his’ dispassionate
statement of the struggle for existence. seemed to show that all
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rogres i
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= e inevitable R
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“ Now the first part of this theory

case in the tim ; whatever mi
e of Malthus, is demonstrably nn:f: et
€ at the present

moment. In the last fif
ty years i
faster than { » subsistence has i
population has done, but faster t;;;l?:aSEd' not only
at would have

done had all the

checks upon its
growth

been removed. We know, without any. except death from old age

whatever ma Ppossibili

y be th sibility of
- mot any lack of th e real cause of poverty, in all j doubt, that
P e material necessities of life, i e it s

If, for instance, as
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is the case, the poor classes in England die twice as fast as the rich

classes, it is not because there is not enough food, shelter, clothing,

Jeisure at the command of the population. Any doctor in a poor

neighbourhood will show you hundreds of people, it is true, who are
dying from the want of these things. But that is not because they

are unattainable. They exist in abundance, and any possible
demand for them, not only by the present population, but by any
pumbers that could be brought into being for many generations,
could be amply supplied by the means already at the disposal of
society. 1 am not concerned to deny that these enormous powers
of production have been called into being by the pressure of
hunger. I think that to be the case. But the fact remains that
Man now is not in the position of the animal, which can reproduce
itself, but has no power to multiply its means of subsistence. He
has the power at this moment to increase the means of subsistence
much more rapidly than he can increase his numbers.”

«Then as to the struggle for existence as regards man. The
theory presupposes ao equally free access to the means of life, 2
condition which has not obtained since the beginning of civilization.
The individualist, to be logical and to give free play to the forces
which he believes will alone produce Progress, must abolish the de-
fences of private property. He must disband the army and the police
to begin with, and then let the best man win in the struggle. The ab-
surdity of sucha proposition requires no comment. Cainwas the first
logical individualist, when he asked, ‘Am 1 my brother's keeper?’
So far as Man is concerned the struggle for existence took quite a
different shape when the first simple lesson of the advantage of co-
operation was taught. Even amongst the animals you find plenty
en they have learnt that this enables
ommon enemy.

of instances of co-operation wh
each of them to make a better defence against 2 C

It required no radical changein buman nature, buton
w men that each may be better off

ly a very slight
glimmering of intelligence to sho

r sustenance from the earth than if they

by combining {0 win thei
lligence in human

struggled for existence as do the plants. Inte
affairs can do for society what the gardener does for plants. He
does not set himself to annul the laws of Nature, but clears the
ground of the weeds which would otherwise choke the flowers and
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ﬁ! them by monopolising all the sustenance in the soil. H
effectually puts a stop to the struggle for existence amon lth :
but if the garden is deprived of his care for a few mog h B
rapidly reverts to its natural state.” o
“ But the doctrine of evolution, which is really so full of th
brightest hope for the future ot the race, pressed into the servi :
of cztpitalism, has darkened the minds of the generation which ':]‘;
passing away. For, like everything else, it has been used as

defence of the order that was established.” :
“The struggle for existence nowadays, need not take place
between members of the same community. There is, however, and

n‘.fay be for a long time yet, a similar struggle going on between the
different communities and races all over the world. We need not
at the moment take this into account. We may rest content if we
can be sure that it is not irrevocably decreed by Nature that each
:::n Ttéztll-)r_ess his brother under foot in his attempt to get the
-y maste;vl:fg.t;)iu: tha.;, on the contrary, Man is already so far
e isastbat when the spur to exertion formerly
for existence will pass aw:.enaretplllamd b'y' e
B s oot ,y s the conditions under which it went
. “Oh, I think I see it now,” said Dr. Burton; ¢ but
rst and foremost I must object that you are rlmn'm
:.nwair aitogether from the facts as we know them Yoi
us n 1 ;
oyl ::vvh‘;liztisthe high death-rate of the working
g Ver}r largely due to infant mortality.
you know what it means in the way of increased
population if all the working class babies b b 1
next hundred years were to live to beconcl}m' - lt -
turn parents of large families, each memb e in t1lelr
should also marry early and e
s produce a healthy
“Yes, I know that it's
maintain that if they did so w: :: iit:fler" b'Ut e
ithin sight of the

time in which, even with our present appliances, povert
) poverty
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of the kind which increases the death-rate would be due
to the want of subsistence. Let me ask you, as a
doctor, the causes of this death-rate?”

« Oh, that's simple enough,” responded the doctor,
¢ it is as you say, the fathers and mothers are over-
worked and underfed. The babies don't get enough
pourishment, enough clothing, enough air, or enough
attention. It is poverty that does it.”

« But, Fred,” said his sister, * you don't mean to say
that poverty of that sort, poverty that kills people
wholesale, exists round us nowadays?”

«There is nO getting away from the facts, Miss
Burton,” said Blake. * When we talk of poverty and
deaths by starvation, We don't refer to the thirty or
forty people whom coroners’ juries every year declare
to have died from destitution and exposure in London
alone. If that were all, it would be a small matter,
But it is true, that, roughly speaking, the average
duration of life amongst the propertied classes is double
that of the bulk of the population which earns its
living by weekly wages. And the cause is s.,imply that
they don't get enough of the necessaries of life.”

« If that's true,” snid Tda, ¥ 1 don't wonder at the
Anarchists!”

« But is it true ? » asked Mortimer. « [sn't it, after
all, their own fault? The parents of these c‘hildren you
speak of, if they choose, OF if they felt their re-spons;-
bility, would not bring the unfortunate creatures into the

world. 1 don't say the working class has nothing to
y that 2 man who knows a

- [ dosa
complain of, but 1 do # and if he would

trade can, as a single mam save money,




55 THE ROOT OF THE MATTER.

do that and put off marriage until middle life, when |
! e

was a foreman or something of that sort, nine-tenth
these horrors need not happen.” .

.‘:I am afraid that it is not I but you who are th
v151o:.1ary," said Blake quietly, ¢ if you expect only ;
working man in a hundred to become a f&t}ler} b
even so do you know what it means ? Suppose h; ;th(i
::t/i-ma; tzzek 0;1 an .ave-r‘age the year round, a high
wiing ﬁl_ven for specially skilled and steady worker

g ‘uctgatlons,of employment and illness int’
?ccount. .Take a piece of paper and see how far thaz
::;:Tdme w:.ll come in providing a couple with five

ildren with the necessaries for healthy life.”

“ Still,” persisted 1
Jp Mortimer, *the matter is in their

own h i
ands. Ifa man can't afford to bring up a family

decently, accordi :
ng to his st
shouldn’'t marry till he can Qe decency, ke

g i i
s st dantal in the mattes " he middle -classes

i
& f:;;oio 1:hey? ' said Blake, very drily; ¢ I should
ght you knew another side to that question

which forms b
e Yy no means the small :
indictment against the propertied clas: S,:c R o the

¢« Well, well,” sai
that the;e Ilrll,u tsa:;i Dr. Burton, “ the fact remains
st be a vast i
whether i . Increase of )
ther it outruns subsistence or not, so 1p Opulatlfn
' ong as the

poor marry so early and have such large famili
. o ilies.”
T Hasn't it ev'ex: struck you that there m
thes(msr. Tan original sin?” asked Blak a}:' "
wor ; :
-~ ofman ma).r be cured of his tecl:zl' e
e :1 . changefs in his condition which we: S:;SS b
] re careful without demanding R
nding from hj
im the
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extraordinary celf-restraint that Mr. Mortimer assures
us 18 SO marked a characteristic of the young meq of
the middle class?”

« 1 don't think 1 have ever considered the matter in
that light,” replied Burton.

« T believe it, also, is greatly af
omic condition,” Blake went-’ﬁ%xy .
marries Very ofterlx becausé \he lwqmgas .
drudge, and 2 wife is the chﬁ'%%@ﬁt ar the ‘kjnd in
the market, and the only oné @?M\ ‘
wants children while he is still 2 ¥ ;
may be able to carn something towards the family
support when he himself is earning less. As 2 matter
of fact, the workman rears his family at the time when
he is earning the largest income. That income has
already begun 1O diminish at the age when Mr.
Mortimer's ascetic friends begin to think of marrying
and settling down: Every day after he is thir‘ty he
finds himself more and more likely to be passed over
for employment in favour of a younger man.”

"

«You don’'t mean to say,” said Ida, *that they
begin to be worked out at thirty ? "

« Any workman will tell you the same. It }Sdla
suggestive fact in this connection, that men of middle

age seeking employment dye their hair to prevent its

greyness betraying their years:”

«Then you mean to say that work.meu marry young
because they must 7?7 asked Mortimer- « Of courie
there’s no compulsion on any individual in the class 1O
do so, 1 understand that. But you mear that as @
class their circumstances impel them to it ?
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savings that the Duke would not have been able to
make the 15/- a week goas far as he did.”

« That was 2 fair enough retort, 1 dare say,” said
Mortimer laughing, * but you know very well that they

can save; and rise to better positions if they like—start

in business and so forth.”

« 1 don't deny that it it is possible to the exception-
ally gi{ted man,” said Blake, ‘* just as it's possible for
any barrister to become Lord Chancellor, but you'll

agree that every barrister can't rise to the WWoolsack,

that all the working class can’t set up in business

and
employers of labour, becausé don’t you

and become
see, there would then be 1o labour to employ i

« Come, MI. Mortimer,” ot T Sk think you'd
petter let me have a turn at asking questions 1nOW:
think your working men, if they're down-trodden slaves
themselves, make WOrse slaves still of their wives, and
1 was glad to hear Mr. Blake admit . But dont you
think that it’s owing—the degradation of the home
life—more to drink than anything else i

« You'll think I'm 2 man of one idea, I suppose;” said

Blake, ¢ but their drinking habits spring out of their
pconomic conditions also, 1 believe. 7’1l have moreé to

say about that later.”

« P've got a great deal to sa¥s put in the
hink U'll try and write down my

aid to-day, and get you to

doctor,

w but do you know It
objections to what you've s
talk it over next time.”
This was agreed tO and the party proke up. A
Blake was leaving, Mortimer said t° bim, *1 dont
want you to think that we Tories don't sympathise with
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sociali
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s sap independence or damage
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you approve '
be Socialism.” of is good, and therefore it can't
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Sempotate T ’ ope you're not i
like to see themperance people? For mone L
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CHAPTER VIL

T the ensuing meeting Dr. Burton took Blake's
place, and commenced to read from a paper in
which he had noted down his objections to the

had expressed at the last

views which the latter
he besged his hearers

discussion- Before doing SO
understand that what he was about to say was not

to
ard for the purpose of argument, but embodied

put forw
opinions which he sincerely held, and would be glad to
abandon if he could see good reasons for doing so.

Then he began :—

e that Mr. Blake has not made good the latter
part of his contention. 1 am willing to concede to him that the recent
cience have put mankind beyond the reach of
But it is plain that the inventions and enterprise
which have led to this result have come from individual effort,

prom‘pted by the desire of gain., 1am conscious that this does not
ing theory, and it would be easy and

on the many instances which could be brought

forward to prove that men of very various abilities have been
known to exXercise these to their fullest extent under the pressure of
finer motives, such as the desire to do good work for its oWl sake,

the love of truth, OF zeal for the public welfare. But it is quite
unworthy to argué from these special and comparatively rare cases,
that mankind on the whole is actuated mainly by anything nobler
than the fear of hunger and the desire of acquiring, not their share-
but the largest possible portion of the good things of this world,
The bulk of the population who do_ the drudgery of the world do it
only under compulsion. Man is a 1azy animal, and he will not
work at all unless obliged to do s0 by an ever-present terror of the
penalties for not working. Now Socialism, if it means anything at

all, signifies the abolition of those penalties. 1 see nothing which
it offers to put in their place t0 act as an incentive t0 exertion.”

« It seems to ™

developments of s
jmmediate want.

sound a Vvery noble or inspir

pleasant t0 enlarge
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T will take i
L as an instance to prove my meaning the dj
more of th I at. It would agt i
kil ) an
ork of the world done by Govern y
ment seryap
ts

instead of by pri
et bitpth:a;;r:rms. You talk of the State doing thi
supervised by Governr:e meansl merely that certain work 51'15 5
look after them, instea.cl"\i:lftI:vn:flmalS Bt anyooce in Parkicu?u s
ists, who, truly enough el 0yess of individual c o
well. My first contegnt.' ma.kc them work hard but make therzpual-
it is proved by the und lot!: is that the work will be done badl o
i Govmméﬂt'deﬁart r:u t.ed fact‘ that a private firm will alwa?' :ﬂd
By it 1o the on entin efficiency and economy. The re:S ea‘t
gain operate with -tr: case the fear of hunger and the gre:;mf15
ST B me;dous force upon all concerned. In t:
°G':Cy will admit the t.ruthnz? n:}::?l; knows the methods of hurea:
vernment g Whils t 1
e me::: t:::?ed to matters that don't con:riur;csursf
little to show for it ;Pﬂ-{’ a great deal in taxes, and have 11'0 i
nation into the ham.is 0{1::1 i 1.\&1-_ Blake puts the industr o[‘j:‘
B s weealih T fr: Circumlocution Office there :”i“ : ¢
badly off ; they may, fo or anybody. Your mill-hands m “?
they produce. But it r all Iknow, only get a third of th s
the gentlemen who are{:-m put the cotton trade into the iwi;lm
Army and Navy in the -md enough to condescend to look ; o
B L mtin <o intervals they can spare f a.ter 8
that your o ] .m. and 4 p.m., there will b U
peratives, even if they get th e
e whole produce of thei;

abour, will so
on be
BRI 8 worse off than they are
pon to make up the diffe now, unless the tax-
rence.’’

“Ina word, I
. , I say that th .
tribute he ext st ek
xtorts from Society, is cheal; a:‘:hmaltﬂ i
e price,

in the long run
? , than State
organisation of § much cheaper,
of industry," :
y.

**Then, further, thi
" Ak -
e knlc:::k of the effect upon charac
s that what keeps them dq, ter. Anyone who
own is their lack of

resource, of enterpri

s prise, of th

Sy e facult

t we mean by the term ' baclj:bc;f compelling circumstances
ne.’ !

those who ha:
ven't i ; Wi
who share his opifl(i)c:;:. I think Mr. Blake ‘:il‘:lay -
, underrates the amount:fn;:’st of those
indly feelin
4
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which the English rich have for the English poor, and fails to
understaﬂd that it is not want of sympathy or a desire to retain
theit owD superﬁuity of wealth that makes them dread the effect of
Jegislative changes which would teach the poor man to rely upon
others instead of himself. That and nothing else is the tendency
of all snch changes.

they must work or starve, but inflicts the penalty upon them, no

1t is a hard system which not only tells men

matter how willing they are to work, unless they can find produc-
tive channels for their industry. But that system after all does

snpply the wants of society, even if it egia Dof
you apandon the current doctrine afd
struggling themselves they.aré to rely; A theState, t for
them, you will in 2 generation have de royl-mgzce energy
and enterprise. The last state of 56::";?% will be :

the first."" -L{g 1;;1\’)’@
«Nor does Mr. Blake's explanation of Socialism as merely &

patural deyelopment of co-operation hold water. With voluntary
That springs from increased

co-operation W€ are all agreed.
intelligence, and the more W€ have of X the better. But the com-
pulsory co-operation of Socialism, since it is not the result of 2
change in the jnward man, but an artificial growth, forced upon
him by an external power, must break down. In the very simplest
matters we see that voluntary co-operation ;s successful, but the
conditions of its success are a Strong common interest and unusual
intelligence on the part of the co-operators. Even so it breaks
Jown before very slight difficulties. Productive co-operation has
almost entirely failed wherever if has been tried. That there is
nope of the growth of co-operative sentiment and ability Ido not
deny, but all the hope of that lies in an increase of the faculties
which render it possible. Those faculties aré <till very uncommon,
and to make of the State a huge co-operative society 10 which not
one per cent. of the members is actuated by co-operative principles.
is to court disaster. You seem to me to remove the presem in-
centives to exertion and to supply in their place only a vague hope
that .the mechanism of society will continue it activity when the
mainspring is removed."

« That Socialism of 2 sort is possible qander an autocracy ao one
will deny. But Mr. Blake himself says that the creature comfort
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‘that might be gained for the populace under a benevolent despotisn
would be dearly bought by the destruction of all powers of g,
government, self-control and enterprise on the part of the citizens,
1f you put me in charge of a large cotton plantation and give g
powers of life and death over the negroes, I can no doubt produc
for you a well-fed, clean and healthy population, but the one thing
that I certainly could not produce would be a community capable
of self-government, and we know as a matter of fact that, granted
that creature-comfort obtained on some of the slave plantations, on
many others the corrupting influences of despotism degraded ruler

as well as ruled, as we believe has always been the case in the long
run in autocratic states.”

“In the oriental myth the earth is supposed to rest on the back

of an elephant, which again stands on the back of a tortoise, but
what the tortoise stands on, no one knows.

So it seems to me in
your scheme everything rests on the State, the State rests on the

character of its individual citizens, and I want to know whence
that character is to be derived without the struggle and suffering,
the effort and aspiration which go to make energy, enterprise, self-
reliance and grit. Will you accuse me of * dropping into poetry’ if
I quote what always seems to me the noblest expression of the
individualist sentiment, which, when stated by the economists seems
to you socialists so meanly cruel ?”

*“Then, welcome each rebuff

That turns earth’s smoothness rough,
Each sting that bids nor sit nor stand but go!

Be our joys three-parts pain !
Strive, and hold cheap the strain -
Learn, nor account the pang ; dare,

never grudge the throe!”
“ For thence—a paradox

‘Which comforts while it mocks—
Shall life succeed in that it seemsto fajl H

‘What I aspired to be,
And was not, comforts me :
A brute I might have been, but would not sini the scale.”

**8Shall circumstance tamely be allowed to mould character, or
M character nobly conquer circumstance? It will make sc':me
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e to the future of mankind which doctrine becomes the
differenc of the modern democratic movement. For the pr‘uduct of
key-note things is men, and one man may be worth an empire. Let
all th.ese nl in;tance outside the range of the commercial .sucseﬁ
me'gwe: a'tates what I shall venture to call Mr. Blake's pre]udlcpfs.
which Ellrrlhsh are at this moment in possession  of IncEa,
e “gne man was self-reliant for one hour. You know t altl
because]: pattle of Plassey, Clive held a council of war, anfl .a
bi':fore ltl :rruas unanimously declared against the folly of gtu..mgs
his coll& C:,_he enormously superior forces of the-enemy. I.l:ra.
o c;c:; retire, but Clive went out into the night, and si 1:;53

z 4 \ .
E der a grove of palm-trees outside the camp, ma‘(ji}: ap b
ak'me . isk the encounter. That resolve won us In m:. .Wiﬂ
- £r ciety that saps and destroys indomitable resolution :
E . 50t ‘gink i’ the scale’ Mr. Blake will not convert ;nt
. Manth(;usands of others, unless he can show som-e ho?e ;;;e
e mﬂ':ly of governmental coddling is going to leave unimpaire
his system )
i indivi 1 greatness. :
rings of individua : ‘ -
3 “iNeﬂ done, indeed, Burton,” cried Mort;:e ,t o
: .
didn’t believe that any Radical could talk 1i E ¢
b e ca
You've given our friend a harder nut than
- i “but I
crz:“ 1 don't know about that,’ said Blakte, b
ron
freely admit that Dr. Burton has put very ;‘. g 5{ S
: 1 ism.
strongest part of the case against Socia il
i e
disposed to agree with him as to thfa -dan‘;gvm in
out, and what I have tosay in opposition it
mu:.',h to deny the evils that may com'; alljse s
the greater evils which now e:\u’st. uotheg‘1 S
assumes that in our present socliety a i ol
exertion and all the penalties against lazlln o
to impel men tO useful work. That e
his moment hundreds © i
There are at this gl e pel
people in this country tho ar gt i
‘means of satisfying their desires.
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Individualism i '
sm in the control of i
of industr
y results (iney
evit-

ably, as I shall explai
plain later) i :
out of employment. ) in throwing large numbers

T §
iy hat fact is patent and undey;

The
savage had the option of working o

starving. Th
; ese m
odern men have to choose betweey

star ation and be i

\Y ; . Concede that
p unger dl’lues thﬂm to Seek avenues for emplt e
sSpur [li Il Oy'

ment, and that a small percenta
T i : ge may find wa
undiscivil;::; 11}\;111g. w.h1ch would otherwise reﬁa?i
& thgmskn’su :t 18 f:ertain that for the bulk of
o ,@% ﬁtZﬁ‘fn?oa difficult one which incites to
¥ 'l‘iaem, i pq.5_§_1bll:: one that drives to despair.
bﬁ;; éﬁ;n _giliﬁlffezi‘g@e incentive is not to industry,
coﬁ;ﬂg&%;:ﬁ‘rgﬁl‘g f;;_}g,_,__mancy. The pressure malkes one
dozen'{hgg‘;é'g} .1;0 ,fperhaps, but it certainly makes a
g ccmditi(;np fs ‘t‘lte&‘: and paupers. Further there
v Zf th?rf?hlldren in their families to be
breeds self-relianc;:' B von e
¢ hln .the adults most surely deprives
B o en e
zre to be found in tgedit:ﬁ:h?t; e
iseased. Bu i B s
those virtues t;;;k‘;g B ecta la,rge Ilﬁl};nﬁz;i
children who spend § FULEC Hiliongst ten thousam;
parents in ill-paid their earlier years in the home of
amongst ten thousa a; d fluctuating employment th :
physical nourishmen who have had the advant i
the side of . nt and decent traini o ?f
the shield you don’t see.” ning, That 1s

& 1
You mean," mterposed Ida
’

they are “ that i
, stress and strain which dCVd:);al;ng men as
Ceptionally

|
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strong characters, crush the majority that are too weak
to bear them. But is not that just the inexorable
process of Nature everywhere T

« T should have no objection to it, but that the con-
ditions of the struggle are at present regulated by
human institutions. If you're going to have a contest
let the conditions be fair. Butin thisstruggle the proper-
tied classes have got all the weapons. It is true that
these can be wrested from them by force, and this seems
to be what we're drifting to. Yetﬁ” g?ag )p‘:t seem the
best way for civilized beings 'if:é;p’;'i’élié"i“)\' 1 51dk any

rate some sort of reasoning POW}'}"-" 3 LH,”" 5
g -'EHQU ?‘,’:?

«Yes,” said 1da, “Itisa dii?f’efé};g__@_attq _.thl} e

problem deals with reasonable beings, r@jﬂ%{)me

control over their conditions.”

«To continue,” said Blake, ¢ I insist that the present
gystem puts 2 premium on anything rather than useful
work. A man who makes money may incidentally
benefit his kind, but this is pure accident. Honesty
may be the best policy, but it isn’t the most paying one.
If acquisitiveness and greed for gain form the basis of
society as it stands, they have much to answer for.
Which pays best, t0 make toilsome <cientific research,
or to puff pills; to gell a sound article or an adulterated
one; to build a healthy home or d jerry-built abomin-
ation? The incentive, 1 contend, is wholly to pad and
swindling work—work that pay;——and hence many Of
our present evils. To me it is a matter of astonish-
ment that human nature should not have succumbed
altogether to the inducement to villainy held out by

existing arrangements.”
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“ Give all -
even bad :::;Sl:e W‘;‘ght ., said Dr. Bunt

, and cunning if i om, ' big
somnolent ease and le’tha.rgi " you like, are better thay

“But now you are a i
it in ¢ s.?umlng," continue

i n::urrl:lw order laziness would go un?m]ji]j}ice&

would be unpunisﬁ)]e;alt:y*“ihmh & 1o and thate't

:)he R Commzrf;((‘;l;ti—which is absurd, Iln

y his nei 's i e

more hir:lgsl;:}m:;s idleness, for he would ha\‘f;mfjszsi

assuming an e;ctrafod°5ho'rt e S nrOt

B e Wor 1;lnarily h'igh rate of intelligence to

that shirking on thu be universally recognized, and

ekt detected_e: part of the individual wm;ldb
since every one would be on th:

look out for i
it—and heawvi :
one would lose by it.” avily punished—because every-

y
I lla-t Sounds VET y pla.llSlble, Sald Mo] timer b U.t
]

how does i
es it work out i .
present ?” t in practice with State officials at

& In the tran: B
sition sta, i 3
ment official is . ge,” said Blake,
" th
and at the same SII::V;d fr om the Effects’of co;Gct)YF."m‘
the naval and milite eclls not subjected to (:ritic-pe ‘thIn,
ary depa ism. In
are managed badl partments, for in
st :
then they are alyl:rla'nd expensively, I don,taz(:efbihl'[];gs
itici ost enti oubt, ut
eriticism. It . lrely R ]
matter, to us i;'l oisflt matter, or we -fh' tll;Or'n public
But let anoth they shirk or misma ink it doesn't
i na :
every one Ofeicflmean War come andge their work.
s would take such 5 i:;:_: dtSEE, skt
est in the

fn-enta.l doings as would soon put op
sm and waste. At R
present the State de X
| part-

are a good .
g deal like a workshop when i
master
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In the matters that do interest us we take
good care that the State does its duty. We're interested

in receiving our letters, for instance, and if one is lost
or delayed we make a fuss about it. Consequently the
post Office, though it might be better, is ever so much
more pusiness-like than the departments which don't
affect us individually.”

« There 18 2 great de

jg away-

al in what you say,” said 160

Burton, thoughtfully. « T see that as the State extends
its functions to interfere with the lives of private

citizens these are likely to take more interest in public
affairs, and to insist that officialdom chall look after
their interests.”
« Exactly,” sald Blake ; « the Government of the
future will be more like the Board of Directors of
shareholders’ company, of the committee of a club, than
the bureaucracy of ]acks-in-oi’ﬁce, who now treat any-
one of the public as a master treats his servant instead
1

B ice versd. Now as to the effect on character.
grant that that is all important. But I ask you f0
Y mganst . yOul instance of Clive, the
had a chance of self-develop-
that matter,
born

consider

thousands who have never
hour of their birth—nay, for

natal influences into account, were
so that resolution and energy Wwere as little to be €X-
| strength and stamind.

pected from than as physica

Clive himself when he fell a victim to opium, Was a

despairing suicide. Thousands to-day are drugged
and depraved by want of food and air, of education,
rest and wholesome pleasures Effort and struggle
there will be in the future, DO doubt, but 1 do not see

‘that their results will be less advantageous when the

ment since the
if we take ante-
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means of a h :
F Al Imighti?:m?ci Physmfad existence are assured
you. With Yolft dcl: t"“"_“ct@o ad absurdum argument ,
the lives of the S.C 1E’rmg you preserve, let us aSSuan
B i he ickly. You preach sanitary la ?’
R s gooplc alf‘fess‘:e of the struggle for i
B e o - cE:lw'o would otherwise succumb Ae
you of reducing fh i t}.le moral, so might I Cor;vici
Would the gener le iysical stamina of the race
your physic to th:;L dheahh be improved if you i
all but the most rob . 4 'and let the microbes kill off
run the race, if d:ci:t, B P that in the long
who were cholera datEd, B o indivdu
are really analOgOS: small-pox proof ? Yet the cases
us under the artifi ; chu don’t trust to Nature to cure
The process wou 1‘;’13‘1 circumstances of civilized life
that if my remed'l be too expensive. Sol maintair;
iy Viles are not needed by the persons o
called for by thatgour, energy and resource, the
have so long suﬁefégat R men and W:mneny v:}:Z
just beginning to und unnoticed and in silence, but ar
o nderstand that they have til . ,e
is world shall be ordered note 510\:ler
he

interest of th
e L
T few exceptions, but i
ge mass of mankind.” , but in that of the
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CHAPTER VIIL

' eaid Mortimer, who had been

uring the later discussions,
« that you're going to take us out of the region

of theorising this evening. It all sounds so pretty up

till now that 1 am quite longing to bring you down to

the practical difﬁculties."
ar first,”

« There is 2 little more ground to cle
answered Blake, t far off the Promised

« put we are no
fRpd. 1 am going 1OW to try and enlist your
athies by showing how little the labour movement
ith your political enemies.”

f that in different Way,” 1da
been able to se€ how any-

T \ REALLY do hope,’
visibly chafing d

symp!
has in common W
«] shall be glad ©

remarked, for I've nmever
Jled himself 2 reformer can help seeing

body who ¢2
that the Liberal partys :n England, at any rate, is truly

¢ the great engine of pro

gress.’
too,” said Dr. Burton, «for 1
yself a member of the
f your socialist friends
trument of every
gsed is 2 perfect

«That bothers mMe
don't feel ashamed of calling m
Liberal party, and the way some 0
denounce it as if it were not the 1ns
project for emancipating the oppre
mystery to me.”

«Oh, yes,” said

extraordinary cant isa
ment to us Tories. YO

Mortimer with 2 Jaugh, « that
never failing source of amuses

u declare that your motto 15

¢« Trust the pe,ople,’ and you pevet can un
the people don’t return the compliment: You take .1t
reminded that n

as a personal insult when you are
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spite of your offers of
every kind of elect
oral bribe 3

good half i
- of the working classes in England
none of your Radicalism.” o

oy S i 9
] can

understand well en
ough that a half
class may think Toryism bettej of the least educated

Blake will give us his view.” But I presume Mr.

Thus called upon, Blake commenced :—

it is my presel putpose to ascertain what is the true drift and
sent

tmdenCs’ of the WOIkl'[lg Class movement All sorts of pEOp]e

as the one thing wanted b
tailors of To y the toiling millions. Li
manifesto, Co:gze:‘:iet: who are accused of havinLglk;r:‘l:,e 5
has a fad or an econo:ﬁic‘:e' the people of England,’ (-:veryoieu\shz
nostrum. You may sa eresy tacks the name of labour to hi
that Socialism has no a zththa't I ?.m in the same case m ;E
manual toilers, whatev entic right to speak on behalf i
er may be the case on the Coﬂtinen:)f ii:

us see, then, if
’ we can find
B et i & Iabonter e s demands of the

“There is on

e movement

working cla : 2 Wy on ich i

g class, which has sprung 531;0nt L ciscinctly
aneously,

preaching from

above or 5

and the necessities of tany worked-up agitation, f il

union movement. Wo khe labourer himself Th" r(?m the needs

2 r 5 15

theory consciously expre men form these combinatio = _the trade
pressed, though in the rules of ﬂ]:‘ g aont any

of the oldest and

wealthiest unio

ns, thei

any socialist wi eir purposes are defined i

st will gladly subseribe.” ed in language to which

“ Let us consi \u
shich we haved;l;:‘lesposm‘on of the workman duri !
established and industrpea}i:ng' in which private ing this age of
making profit under they s been carried on for lzgopert‘y L
to live on he must live :age-sysmm_ If a man has et of
common land or capital ::m "he sale of his labour no property
which he can apply his {aboT:‘ e
I S0 2s to

R
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produce the necessa-ries of life. When the wage-earner—a member

of the Pr°
the world, he is possessed of nothing—unless you count his share

of the National Debt. He finds the means of making wealth
jated by people who, as we have seen, won't allow

letariat, as the socialist catch-phrase goes—Comes into

already appropr
{hose means to be used unless they can make a profit by doing so.
ould-be wage-earner, therefore, has to go and make a bargain
with an employer. The latter can aftord to wait, while the worker
has to earn a meal pefore he can get ome. It is not difficult to see
which side gets the best of the bargain. Competition for employ-
ment sets in. Two hungry men are after the same job, and the
employer: who, like any other buyer, wants to give the
smallest price he can, takes the mat who, other things
being equal‘ will accept the lowest wage. This competition
for employment is increased DY every subdivision of labclur,

f capital, every invention—in fact, by every bit

every aggregation ©
of progress that enables the same amount of work to be done with

iEhat, of course, should be 2 genera\ pbenefit, for it

to lighten the curse of Adam, and to allow everyone to

than previously‘ But the

1ess labour.
would seem
get his bread with less sweat of his brow
direct effect of each such change under the wage system is tO

dismiss hands formerly amployed, to send them to swell the

pumber of applicants for work elsewhere, and thus to intensify the

cut-throat competition- Semimental reformers are apt to rail

against the law of supply and demand, but they might just as well

denounce the pmcession of the equinoxes: That law brings it

about that when two men are applying for one vacancy in a factory,
the employer can make his owd terms. It equally insists that if

two employers have yacancies and there is oply one man available,
There are limits on both si

he can make his own terms:
“process. The workman cannot in the long run 2

fhan will keep him in what, allowing for all the v
climate, race, and civilization, he considers the absolute necessaries
n the long ruft pay the workman

of life. The employer cannot 1

twenty shillings for labour which brings in 195- 1d. Betweel
he rate of wages is fixed bY the haggling of the
the amount of competition for

d the demand for it.”

these two points t
l'.pal‘ket. and depends entirely upon
‘employment—On the supply of labour an
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" These s i
But the worrljcund SRSSSRaRlaces ; nobody denies thei
man alone has seen their real significance ellll‘ i
» which hag

beeu pressed in upon hi
pon him without an i
) 1 theonsing b: :
, by the circum-

stanc aily lif He earn from S
esofhlsd Y e did not lea: mi1
Adam
th that

the natural w

ages of labour is the full
S oo ull produce of labon
it ;fhe never gets as much as he wants \r{flbut 5
. self why he gets no more, he doe . i
iscuss the origins of e T

society. He ; :
refused a rise of two D

shillings a i ey

e week, it is bec

ployer is well aware that Bill Smith round th:[lse o
corner,

who is out of work would be onl (0] ke the
'
Y too glad to ta
|°b at the p:eseﬂt rate. He does not ask whether the employe
yer

can afford to
pay. He knows perfectly well that the employer is

in business to
make money and does it. He knows with th
e

Oel'talﬂty of co i Y y
nviction 1mpressed on him by daily illustration, that
)

hls rate of Wages varies with the Ppresence or absence of COI'IIPElltOlS

in the labour mark
tket. Impelled by this conviction, he sets himself

to i
restrict that competition in all ways."

A great ma 3
associations forn;uﬁzzll)le' B ! tmdo ooions am
R s of e;lmlpl'ovement, insurance against death
such objects are included 'P Oyﬂ:lent, . i that'
combinations ; but the N ERpes, 10 the purposes of the
combination amongst g i that-lt :
gst wage earners to forward their inter::st;s ;

against those of i
the interests of e:;‘f: Zmployet.’ Many people will tell you th
R e suger ‘and employed are identical me} Ol} trr "
off in a flourishing o * 1n 2 decaying trade, and bot’h arani)né, :
understands that it is :1;&' But the workman knows bette e
IRty e may Bo asf;emPIOYers' interest (no matter hoer. s
e Commoaitfnan). as an employer to get lab b g'OOd
IR it B it fa :S. he requires, as cheaply a our'.]mt
B oo te interest of the workman )lyik h EOSSlhlE-
B tecests, therefo);;; o get as much for hig lalbouf=t " -
el | The workma;; fal'E not identical, but d'r 6 h‘? g
ully understands this o
i

union is his way of expressing it

ly
and the trade

he may not be Furthes, e
o " nd
able to give a very coherent ex:'stands though
ression to his
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reasons, that the great lever which enables the buyer of labour to
lower its price is the excess of its supply—in other words, the
competition of the unemployed.”

« Hence the ruling principle of trade unions is to restrict com-
petilion. This is recognizable in their constant efforts to substitute
for free competition as the means of fixing wages, hours, and
conditions of work, agreement between masters and men, oT, failing
that, agreement amongst all the men qualified for the trade to
stand out for a certain minimum, or, failing that again, the enforce-
ment by the State of regulations which will attain the object they
desire.  This explains things that surprise the individualists.
Every union tries to insist on apprenticeship before a youth is
qualiﬁed to earn journeyman's Wages. The object is not to
maintain a high standard of work, but to prevent their labour
market being Acoded. The same reason accounts for their efforts
to restrict apprentices to 2 fixed proportion of the adults employed.
The hostility to labour-saving machinery is in the same way due to
its effects in creating a sudden and artificial overcrowding of the
labour market. The atrocities committed on non-unionists and
the hatred of them implied in the nick-names « placklegs,’ ‘knob-
sticks,’ ‘scabs,’ and so forth, are due to the conviction that these
men in getting employment at lower wages not only oust the
unionist who tands out for higher rates, but also that their com-

petition bring down the rate all round. 1 am not seeking to excuse

the violence of strikers, but to show its cause. Their feeling to

rous, because they look upon them as

pon-unionists is murde
their livelihood.”

murderers, who unfairly deprive them of

« You take my life
ns by which I live.'

When you do take the mea
o the blackleg, and accounts

1 expresses the attitude of the striker t

for his behaviour to him."
«We have seen that the principle which distinguished the
feudal was that of freedom for the

d control of property, in his right to
ich he was born, and to get
le found its expression
le class and in the

commercial age from the
individual in his ownership an
force his way out of the class into wh
wealth the best way he could. That princip

in the political enfranchisement of the midd
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application to industry of laissez-faire, freedom of contract ang
freedom of trade. With the domination of the working class s
principles that become ascendant absolutely deny this right of
competition as inimical to the interests of labour, ang will
inevitably impose restrictions upon trade and industry, that is, |
incorporate in the laws and institutions of society the leading
ideas upon which trade unionism is based.”

“ Why, confound it all!” cried Mortimer, “instead
of being as I thought from what you said the first day
you came, honest enough to object to these idiotic
strikes, and plucky enough to tell the men that they are
ruining themselves and the country by driving away
trade, you're the worst trade unionist of the lot ! ”

“ Why, certainly,” assented Blake, ¢if I wasn't a

modest man, I would claim to be the strongest trade
unionist in existence.”

“ But you know you said, Mr. Blake, that you did
advise those men in Lancashire not to go on strike,
and got into hot water for doing it,” exclaimed Ida.
“I thought that was so nice of you.”

*“ And it seems,”

added Dr. Burton, “ that you were
right tco. For

I seeby the papers that the unions are
smashed up and that all the funds are gone,

are slowly coming back to work, and the
the district is frightful,”

The men
suffering in

““ A strike is only a battle,” saiq Blake, «“and I don’t
think that generalship consists in fighting whenever the
chance is offered, whether tim

e and place suit the enemy

Or not. Success is the only excuse for fighting. I
think that a general who loses a

D engagement should
be shot, or at any rate drummed out of the army, It's
his business to win, not to lose battles, and he is re-
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iple for every life lost by falling into ambushes or
SP?HS drawn into situations in which the_ enemy f:an
2‘.31:.156 his forces, and destroy them in detail. It's just
ivi i
the same with strikes.

« But aren’t there some defeats that are b.etter thaln
., - .27 Tda asked, * Youdon't agree with Clough,
vu':to‘tr);i?t,e.r to have fought and lost than never to have
¢ t1s
Ll )
f°“:i‘:hat Zs Miss Burton,” replied Blake promptly, 13
i L ft’e:n necessary to lose an engagement, an
. V?W ) army corps, if there is any hope that t}.le
- ave the way for victory. But the generalship
D m?yt};at which inflicts greatest loss on ﬂ.‘le enemy
. cost of blood and money to my 51de.- I
;t ;hinl;sa:ay there would be quite enough pitched
a

Y . y h 1 WO 1d be
b tles tO SEI.tle }(}11 Bllt ever one Of therr u
at 16 t

g S g hat Chosen by the
ioll lt(.'ln my Iound 'rlnd nOt on .t :
EIIE:IIly I,(; 113.96 ﬂot Only ProvldenCe and the' bl%
a ; v )’ 51! .
b ttalions but the StrategiCal ad antage on ' (le
]

i way,” said
11 never have your
i Then I hope you Wi e
M 'tI"mer “you are a more dangerous fellow
ortimer,
thought ! i o
’P;h t may be. Inany case it's not the occm‘At al,l
. . i me.
but the failure of strikes that dls.tressfesme g
1 the desire 0 !
on’ll admit that ‘ Nigis
?Viztsr,nz.’ke his interest the first cons;?ffranin b
rs
1f.'lsus‘cry to bring about 2 state of a :1 e
produc’tion will be carried on S0 as ffo ’1,3 y
1 ts.
instead of, as now, to pay high pro d
«Not a doubt of it,” said Mortimer.
' No

thing can't be done.”
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% That's what the Liberal capitalists said
Terf Hc?urs’ Eill, and what the employer tc') a
engineering trade said to the nine hours‘ymS i
and what the London Dock directors saidovtec:net?
e

a itat' 1
g 10n for Slxpence an hOur. Yollr hare ".Ssertio i
12 18

mtert.:sting as a statement of the position of

TC:I‘.‘YISI.TI, but it’s hardly convincing as an argumr::td ﬁm
da Z;t s :Ijtrgou;'r;:ntbyo.u want,” said Mortimer, “ here
+ i ratge i g 1}115111‘655, a§ you say to make money,
il t Ie :;:ftnm? of keeping out of the
irlce for.my productions. If igepa;n ijret }j[i?maa E:E:i
Wr:ﬁt;n;;n,tw;g;s; {E lose money. All the strikes in the
s 1:hrw‘?n that, but they can force me to close
e im;rease themcy hanc.is. out of employment, and

_competition you speak of.”

113 T =
rejOin::t]g{:lskthe‘ merit of being a simple explanation,”
square witlill 61}1' ‘perhaps too simple. How does ’it
conditions oft 1ebfaCtS that the improvements in the
declared to b:‘i‘)r;lf ; h ave just mentioned, though
place?” possible,” have nevertheless taken

g R

. ; ppose,” said Morti :

impossible, but I'm hanged if 1 knors ahy. .
y-

“Yet it's customary, I believe.”

Wi Y, 1 believe,” Blake wen i
theoryoilatt ;2:3.:1:: with one's theory, to susptecctm:me}:
 cifbgord an the facts. Or are you like that
world of its ::s:a:fvm» A t}?e

behind him with a ﬂlmc:d]t e
ourish of his arm ang fhegvzof;n
=]

‘1 don’'t want to k

" ’ now about it, I dop’

discuss it. 1 don't admit it Is that TZI:; deose e
emocracy
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and its claim on the suffrages of an enlightened
electorate ik

« (Oh come,”
that. What I mean is that one doesn’t know the ins
and outs of those things, and I'm willing to learn.”

« Tt looks,” said Dr.
those cases the men were right, and that the employers
could, and did, find ways of remaining solvent under
the altered conditions.”

« When the men were strong enough to insist on the

said Mortimer, “I'm not so bad as

Burton, ‘“that at any rate in

establishment of a limited working day or a higher
wage, the employers conformed to this new factor in
their environment,” said Blake. ¢ It made the struggle
for existence less keen amongst the men and more keen
between the masters. Mr. Mortimer assumes that the
rate of wages is the only factor in the cost of production
which can be reduced. The others—profits, obsolete
methods, mismanagement, interest on capital and the
rest, are too sacred to be touched. Ifa trade doesn’t
pay, reduce wages. 1f it still doesn’t pay, reduce them
again. It's a pretty formula, but you can’t be surprised

if the people who live on wages don’t accept it gladly.”

« But what is the working class formula to replace
it ?” asked Ida.

« Mr. Mortimer
doctrine of a phi]anthropical gentleman I once met
who assured me it was his dearest wish to share his
profits with his work people, only that he had no profits

] found out afterwards that this worthy had
d bought on credit from

reminds me of the economical

to share.
no capital of his own, and ha
its former proprietor a big business, borrowing the
ready money with which to carry it on. He had been




e
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drawing a large income for ten years, was payi

in
?er cent. on the purchase money as interest an}d 1g b
instalments of the principal every year : ",

. : i el
ing to his reckoning, there were no profits!” , accord.

@y
es, but the remedy, Mr. Blake?" persisted Ida

“If the capitalist formula is that er
L] 1 . £ .
zizt{:::n;r 1:“{’- sa1d Blake, * the labgurp forn‘iz;r;\ 1:;
e Workser: ;um ;:pon the Product of industry is that
il Likor;Ie essenruals of healthy and decent
E and.su Oe ]::' Mortxr'ner, I will put a concrete
g to]:: se that I go ‘mto business. At present
e i hvivlant of. capital or of capacity, I can't
i e paying trade union rates of wages,
y knock so much off the wage bill, and hey,

resto! 1
P the deficiency becomes a surplus. In other

words, 1
comp;tit;:e mfy (};:mtml of property, with the aid of the
g of the unemployed workmen, to squeeze
Ay ma‘:ll;fl! of my labourers sufficient to make up for
i unioniu:ery" PooE credit or imbecile management.
that st principles, if enforced, would ]
pressure to be applied.” ’ uld not allow
L Ver 1 - ¥
o Wouyldm::l,b :Bl.:d Mortimer, triumphantly, ‘then
go bankrupt, and your G
wages at all.” men would get no
SN a1
no differenci](;ﬁlihio dbankrzpt’ Bt yould make
emand fo
trade. My hands w t the products of my
ould get emplo Y
:lhl;ster who ccfuld ke han eid:r::ient undf:r anotloler
trade union rate, simply b  meet while paying
appliances and the wits to use th:::a ;::phel e
er y.n

“I've got a lot to say,” sai
; . ¥s said Dr,
 reserve it for our next meeting." Burton, « but I will
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CHAPTER IX.

u‘ KNOW,” said Blake, when they met again

$ithat Dr. Burton yearns to attack the trad::
union principles I sketched last time. But 1 have
gomething more to say first.” Then he began to
read i—

«] contend that in the coming era the working class will be supreme
owing to changes in the constitution of society, and that it will
govern On the principle of trade unionism. These, I now want to
show, are not opposed to economic law, but, on the contrary, in
accordance with it.”

w At the outset I must, of course, admit, as you will expect from
my previous utterances, that very often the actions and methods of
trades unions have been weak, foolish, and mistaken. Nothing

* petter could have been expected. It is useless to argue that the

pr'mciples are false because, in applying them, men have at times
misunderstood the circumstances, and so ruined themselves as well
as their- masters by striking against 2 reduction of wages made
absolutely necessary, for instance, by foreign competition or indus-
trial crisis. Nor do their failures prove anything. Old methods
may be inadequate under new Or altered conditions. It was quite
easy to make a ¢ corner’ in labour and to keep up its price in days
when labour could not be readily transported from place to place.
Tactics that sufficed then must fail now. But {hese are matters of
detail. The essential factor in the situation is that the supply of
labour is constantly being increased by improvements in production
that reduce the demand for it by an employing class which has
appropriated all the means of cubsistence. The real question, then,
is which of the two following principles is sound—That the wages
of labour should be settled by the free action of the 1aw of supply
and demand ; or by some regulation to fix wages by a.greement."

y result of free competition-

« et us first see what is the necessar,
{ to it is due the

Granted that it acts as a Spuf to activity, and tha
feverish and ceaseless industry that characterises the commercm.l
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a.ge:., do these benefits in any way compensat
cu}:;:;r:::lyofad:gted. and deplored ? ’?Ne Zer;m;nthfh: i n.ow
the destitutiotp; of utct:mn B " e wiing o hﬂ:i’?amg
R hnie : r;]ass of the population which also :eo"‘lﬂf
< {;r:;' oubt, to be able to buy a dozen boxzuts
s el 1ng:r,, and as slop suit for a few shillings; !sboi
day and half the nighiefot:}'l l;f)in‘:lthou}tl i Workil;g :ﬁ
. ) . y an hour and men at twope
i ltha&za:fl _c_:cfme_s up u:l the paper and we beat OuerI:e ?n
e instance is only one a little worse thanaik:;

general aver
average, and that tens of thousands of the population
are

11 ing di {4
. (s
'V un ; ar conditi . the curious
simil s} tions NOW u thing is that in

almost eve:
et hzet;::ie_t ;\_;here such horrors prevail, you will find an
g re ':vho manages to pay a considerably higher
g l:etrrq;J oyer, and yet makes a profit. The facts
B Ilondm: ?y are quite astounding. In one large
maintained which is ne: '10" e'mmplel e
o nir y t\lmce as high as the price for which the
underpaid adults. It '1su~:m:0ll -
B :;1 vious that if one employer can pay 36s.
B Emnomi: same market as another who pays only
latter to fill his own pocket a:"am‘fge L
people. It is true that a]: i tal“mg T
Pe::er X Yot s Df::: c;101ﬂ’t=:1:ezm:e is not gain to him. The
7y ; es, mal i
ause he is better equipped for busintessa ::;ih:;f:’ i:[l’al;;itnﬂlat
: ery,

larger resource:
s, b %
is clearly to the a:::rn:red“' RIS oie turnover. But it
age of society that all the work h I‘c;ll:.1
ork should be

done with the b
est appli
QR medu Pfindlizsmt;m. If you can imagine the enf
means, the higher roughout that trade, no orcement
anything more Pfi::mer.lt to labour would no,t n:osltTlaltter by what
only difference would s might remain exactly as th RRE Ao, er
paid work people be that instead of the lar o 1o
same amount o? Y:u would have a smalle ge number of under-
oy ] work with better applian r number doing the
?:atwe en ces, and enabled to live in
* Thus, in trad "
there would be a es where foreign competition do
great economic advantage in ﬂ;ﬁ not affect prices,
3% Mmaintenance
of a
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high rate of wages. You will say that evensoa number would be
thrown out of work—and that is true as matters stand. But you
will hardly argue that it is better that the larger number should
find employment owing to obsolete appliances and slipshod methods
and the great waste caused by operations on a small scale. Those
thrown out of work would, under present conditions, starve; but
the trade unionist principle for providing for them is to reduce the
working hours in the trade,s0 that they ma’y“ﬂnd work in lightening
the toil of their fello.ws who are inrem_ ‘%q}gq};_%fi is is done so
effectively as to attain the object, {t'si‘tg' Gubt entar {ul
of production, which can only bé: r‘ﬁet i N tw ‘i-:a_ s—still
petter methods and machinery, 0t 122 iJ-dIIiﬁh@H ?“ :
The latter alternative must of cou ! 'Pﬁgﬂggm ately as
regards articles which can be sent in feofrt othe 1;}16% &5 Bkl
those trades which mﬁméﬁéamed on within

&

am now considering
our own porders.”
«Take the baking trade for example. 1f all the loaves in
re to be baked by men working under trade union
the immediate effect would be to shut up hundreds of
re the work is carried on in the

London - Wé
conditions,
the smaller establishments whe
most inefficient and, from an economical point of view, costly way-
All the baking could and would be done in the larger establishments
equipped and worked on 2 scale which at present, with the current
prices of flour—the raw material—and loaves—the finished pro-
duct—allow trade union rate of wages and hours of labour to be
observed. In other words, all the work would be done with fewer
men at a higher average wage. bBut what is to become of the
bakers, who, thrown out of employment, «will not have even s
starvation wage to live upon? Trade-unionism says that evel
the shortest hours mnow worked in the trade—ten Per day or
night—are far too long: Any doctor will say the same Trade-

down, the fHOnI= from ten tO eight,

unionism would cut
to work by

and give to the unemployed an opportunity
thus reducing the normal hours. gpeaking roughly, and

without laying undue emphasis UPe" the accuracy of the
proportion, it will require five pakers working eight - BONER
to bake as many loaves as four bakers in ten hours. That is 25 PeT

% 5 JEre
cent. more men would be required. uges E

1f the raté of w
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il

maintained this would be an increase of 25 per cent. in th
baker's wage bill, and he might in addition be at ti:e e e
more ovens, etc., for the same output of loaves. '1"he X‘Peﬂ% v
ontlay must come from somewhere, if not ont of th e
profits, then out of the pockets of the customer in the i
farthing on the 41b loaf.” e

w

2 t;efa;‘:z Iolseglr a scream |at this proposition, ' increase the price
B e people?’ But it does not frighten me. The
pock:; s ’Il‘h it bef.ore. the repeal of the Corn Laws to fill their own
pe po.(:ketse c:p;alll:ts do it. now without any scruple to fill their
e dc: % nt tﬁ; v:rorkmg class, when it is in power, will
e o its own pockets—for that is just what

r wages, shorter hours, and steadier employment mean il

dam'l:gl: \::rl:liar:: is not in the least alarmed about the consequent
R Heon;umer. or fear.ful that he, as a consumer,
o4 people' Tl nows thalt high prices just mean that
e e;;;e sovereigns get fewer loaves, or boots,
i of fhfzm. It means the same thing for
B givesh.shﬂlmgs too, but he understands that a
B o 1m 50 pEI: cent. more shillings while each
S The 1055? .lf(;nt. less in commodities, is wholly to his
& & non_pmduci:l all on the consumers who are consumers
5y the ﬁseg i‘:a's: who, since they earn no wages, will
R them, and will find every sovereign of

only 18/~ T recognise that this does not touch

the difficulties
presented by forei :
co i
They demand and shall have seganrai;n ii:tt;fz E:“d e
ot

“Well,” said Dr. Burton, * yo .
i gl f w1 1t . You .
pmdlfction “;:’5 W‘ﬂ; your airy aSSumpti‘on that cheap
L nfoP eneﬁii to the working classes, and
oo s of Protection are a myth, Yy oy
ght and Cobden had never existed.” e

# Parflon me,” said Blake, “I pey 5
production was no benefit to the Wcu'kag:r 5; :d Chiap
Kers, is, when
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it results from a saving in labour. It is not, when
it results from a saving in wages. There's all the
difference in the world between the two things, and it's

pecause the Freetraders don’t see it that they're in

such a hopeless fog.”
« ] can’t make it out,” said Ida.

converse case. 1f cheap

« Then let me put the
production and low prices are an advantage, let us go

to the bakers in the trade union and point out to them
that instead of trying to raise wages to the union rate
of 27s. they should consent to their reduction to 18s.,
and instead of asking for an eight hour day they should
working twelve hours. The price of bread
t, be reduced considerably,
taxed to

insist on
could could then, no doub
and the ¢ food of the people’ would not be
keep the journeymen bakers in comparative luxury and
idleness! Mr. Mortimer could hunt up instances of
men who have worked twelve houts 2 day at three-

pence an hour, and yet managed to save money educate
themselves, and become prosperous on such a regimen !
We might point out to them that this change would be
highly advantageous to the working class, including
themselves, and that in that way lies economic salva-
tion!"”
« that it does sound

But is that the real
yon

«1 must say, Ida admitted,

absurd when you put it that way.
meaning of ¢ buying in the cheapest market
«“ Yes, it is, and the fact was pointed out during the

Anti-Corn Law agitation by the true spokesmen :
the working class, the Chartists. Ernest Jones and
Bronterre O’'Brien WEre thrown off Anti-Corn Law
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platforms when they tried to speak as I have j
e
sp‘(l)lken. They were before their time. DBut th ]ilSt
wi iti . ;
o cor:tae t:hen the British working classes will er: 3;
ues to them, and tear down th .
- ose of the Freetrade

o g
Fme’i‘hadt s all very fine,” said Mortimer ; T'm a bit of
o faher. myself, and believe that after all Dizz
- i‘ngt t 1}:1 that matter. But how do you account fjr
tradeainit at all your working class politicians and
o) ers:are
I ﬁ??}éea%?r‘?“e Freetraders to a man P

“] gay-t ey are not 2 ‘. i
R ”:‘T . -%y R anything of the sort,” retorted
havef; , %u "h they are, and a good many of them

. fj-;bo L :'?g‘_t_ngr\}}y the Freetrade Party i -
capacity of 'pbliticafl‘ adventur B oo
. R ers. ut the sum and
iy :::ei ;:n;["ra;le Unionist principles and of Protec:

ical, as we shall see wh i
en we d
trades that are affected by foreign competitioils?'uss b
) :
B ho;;i:io;s that account,” asked Dr. Burton, * for
y between Liberals and Socialists ? " :

“Yes, t A
b c,’f ?azin:;le i:jjcsnt, returned Blake; ‘‘and as a
e Liberal capitali .
e pitalist carries out the
e ;})l arSmo y in his own business much more logi o
i y than does the Tory. I h " s
ence as l -
B reagmsl: men, and I think that nine c::: C:f
- Do woz C}’lutragecusly grinding capitalists I
s have been enthusiastic Lib lS 1
iberals.”

“w] ! i i
don’t doubt it,” said Mortimer, w 1
Wwarmly. ‘It

makes me sick to h

o o hear these

landlords as greedy tyrants. Insﬂgi.::tg;sthde?ouming
e fact that

the landlords have b i

S " cen ruined recent)

. hearing of their remitting rents ﬂghty;,:gulafie always
: eft to help
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their tenants OVer the bad times. Who ever heard of
5 manufacturer yoluntarily raising his rate of wages

pecause times were bad and work scarce !

«You see;’ caid Blake, *there is still left something
of the feudal relations and the personal tie between
mndlord and tenant in the country. We are none of
us altogether guided by the Gospel of Gradgrind in

1 relations. 1 don’'t suppose even YoOu, if

our persona
you bought your shirts direct from the woman who

made them, would consider it a;El',QJi‘l-tIa.g@_rif che asked
to be paid at the rate of twg»ga;\eéﬁﬁ_ﬁgbw
buy your shirks'direct from hers

don’t and can't

it's very possible that you aréatt idﬂféﬁj‘gn' kg in 2
garment stitched by 2 mothe;‘;'}ri}nﬁgx_l}g d.though
she wore herself to the bone ovébtggjuﬁ?g,' enough

by it to buy sufficient nourishment for her dying child.
And when W€, ceeing that the personal relations areé

gone for ever, and cannot be re-established, strive to

put in their place regulations suitable to the altered
s hanged for our

conditions of industry, you want U

in a subdued

pains !
said Mortimer,
or like

«You don't think,”
tone,  that 1 want the shirts made in that way,

to think of it ek,

«No, and if you'd take the trouble 1O go and see
what actually goes On what is the real result of free

Competition; the benefits that have accrued from the
tion of socialist principles, whether by

li partial applica

trade unions or by factory re i
as you do. Nor would you
follies and extravagances 0




88 THE ROOT OF THE MATTER,

evils very clearly, but haven’t got the sense or patience
to argue about them, and don’t affect the tope and
language of the drawing-room and the club,
and your like, as far as you influence matters
only breed bad blood and inflame passion,”

So you
at all,

“But there is the objection,” put in Dr. Burton,
“that all this regulation, cra mping the liberty of

of employers and employed alike, will have a d
rating effect on character.”

action
eterio-

“ Again I must ask you,” said Blake, “to think of
the effect on character of the present system. Y

find in half-a-dozen Blue Books gruesome a
of the condition. of operative bakers at their

ou can
ccounts

work, in
noisome, ‘unventilated underground cellars, which they
only leave to give them enough sleep to enable them to

go on from day to day, unti] they drop off into prema-
ture graves, leaving a stunted and sickly offspring to
fill their places., In what sense of the words can you
talk about curtailing the ¢ liberty’ of thought and action
for such men as these 7 Don't you see that regulations,
whether enforced by trade unions, or by the law, with

its inspectors, magistrates, and police, if it can gain for
them a few hours not occupi

Don’t be fooled by words
at the facts,”

e N7

You're right, Mr. Blake,” saig Ida.
like that when people tell us
as they like in this country,
that- freedom consists not in th
but in the presence of opportu

and phrases. Go and look

*“1 feel exactly
that women are free to do

Nobody wil - understand

nity.”
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« Well done, Miss Burton, that’s just-it,“ said Ble.lke.
«The black slave of the West Indian plantations
ked only forty-eight hours a week. On London
. the men work sixteen hours a day. I have
i victed a publican of keeping a boy at work
. rs in a week. I don't think that boy's real
e h;rlld liberty of development would have been
f::if?ecreased by changing places with Sambo.”

« Ah, but he would not change places with Sa1lnb0
for all ’that ? said Dr. Burton. ‘I‘And I don't believe
or ) e :

that you want him to, either._’." \\ ,_;;_-;4_\:3;-’4\.
e LTl . ’e o I . k
« Quite seriously,” said B]z?é ; llequil\i??éa Ml
there is much to choose betwe,&gt h- Th o
advertisement for a footman,_‘gx/hp i 1%}%1 o
rry a lap-dog, and it wab-stipalatéd tha .
ca : .
tohiskers must match the colour of the dog’s C??,t,
:that for ‘the dignity and freedom of labour”:
i

Qm that

" ! e
¢Ves, but the present system, Burton \\enttl .
E / estric-
B sibilities of progress, and every r

#gives the poss

. i

tion is a bar to 1 : .
“N who on earth,” said Blake, turning to

oW,

; ther was himself
ose that your bro ; .
Burton, * would supp des unions in
neest trade
of the strong .

ember of one . :
:x;:tence? He can't practice at a].: iif;ie];ge e
the requirements of the standard o g
for him by other people, and profcsses’eqr e <
number of tenets which- are ye:fxl'.t:;y h)e(;ause i
He mustn’t advertise hlsH(;aI;:ilstl 0,ﬂly accept. !
its payment in certain ways.

tain
union won't allow it.
remuneration, and enforce : o
If his individual ability leadshimto ¢
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to the common (and usually mist i
members of the union, thej; wiliati‘?l?q ]:}ﬁl:foi the' i
prevent, as far as they can, his new ideas l?f ]t" ‘"
c:l:;cee:o tsu;‘:,rwe- l'fy free competition with the cj: l;fea
o Iius,t ;e e;r him taik,‘ you would think that medsi:
o tha. solutely ruined and rendered incapable
among};t 1:(‘ er development by such a recogniti
ngst its professors of the baleful princi -
restriction and regulation.” i
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“1 don’t see that Mr. Mortimer is i
A r is in
:zze,tﬁzz;ihl._lﬁa? .Il:gtilghing; ‘for he's a tradaen{m?z:iesi
cou,n; as méor?t;gife ; liarieﬂess barrister must be
b B e b
L waa_‘ia_“_&c‘;}:g:i;_‘_s}e:}d Mortimer, ¢ that our trade
o ofeihlng to take their superfluity of
e Be Q.C’s., and distribute them
i _.ar. .And a limitation of the
sters might give one a better chance.”

“Upon my word,” sai

," said Blake, 1 i i

o ‘ , laughing, *
pOi::r:‘ you fellows right if I were to 5pen§ ’anlth qud

% ou
s gb:utf to you how beneficial to the commu;';n
i ree trade in Law and Medici \lVy
i ne. /

e bmzvznzo Imu::h costly litigation or such lon:‘
X ’ » &t any rate, can D
. ; s see great -
ges in cheapening the cost of productiogn 2f ad:ia'ntt
verdicts

and burial certificat h
esie But ven’
i I haven't got the time to
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CHAPTER X.

FRADMIT you made good your point,” said Dr.
Burton, ‘‘ that the enforcement of trade union
principles would benefit the working class, as it

would secure to them a larger share of the national

ijncome. In trades which are free from foreign rivals
the effect must be all to their advantage. But I don't
see where you're going to stop. Wd.you -go om, as
inventions are applied, to conting;}ﬂé‘féﬁét;‘;ﬁ@gr the
i u5 i s
hours of labour ? f’& LdliL 95 )+
e Why not ? " replied Blake. (3 Jmproved ces
now affect the worker disastrousl';f:.;i]iﬁﬁ@:
gets a small advantage by the reductiBTlmn price but
the displacement of labour increases competition and
makes it more difficult for him to find employment
even at a lower wage- My proposal, or rather the
trade unionist proposal, would simply give to the
working class a large proportion of the gain due to
better processes of production. It would make these
appliances labour-saving in the true sense. The ideal
to be aimed at is that when a machine is introduced
that enables one man to do the work of ten, instead of
nine men being thrown out of employment, all of them
should get some share of the benefit by working shorter

hours. Is that unreasonable of Utopian ?”

wIt's very nice indeed from the working class point
of view,” Burton admitted, ¢ but what about foreign

~ competition ?”

il

it
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“Tl deal with that now,” said Blake, and he cop,
menced to read :—

* There is no sensible man who does not see the enormoug
advantages of Freetrade—in the abstract. For it simply meaps
that manufactures and industries should be carried on in the
countries best fitted for them by nature. To take an extrema
instance as an illustration —oranges can be grown in England
—in hot houses at a cost of about half a sovereign apiece. We can
all see that it would be grossly uneconomical to do anything of
the sort, and it is better for both countries that we should raise
coal and iron in England, use them in manufacture suitable to the
country, and exchange the products, without let or hindrance, for
oranges grown in Spain. So far as Freetrade means, then, the
unhindered exchange by each country of the products it can create

£ 0 L

mo'strg.a,dﬂ-y‘,:we-‘i’:é '{;,ll in favour of it."”

ok

-
[T (i ecome ddwn taithe actual facts of foreign competition, we
'i_itq!"d*th '[h'e"foreign _g\ffiiéle beats the home-made one, for one of
three !f'éasegs-‘:- eiffiéer' because the home country is not by climate,
geographical position, or other natural causes so well fitted for
that kind of production; or because the trade is not carried on with
sufficient skill at home by employers or employed alike; or, in the
third case, because, though we have equal natural advantages and
equal skill, the cost of labour here is greater than it is in the
competing countries. In the first case, any form of Protection is
uneconomical ; it would cause the production to take place in
countries whose conditions involve waste and misapplication of
capital and labour—as with our hot-house oranges. 1In the second
case, Protection would put a premium on incompetence and laziness
on the part of the home producer; it would tax the consuming

community to subsidise bad work, It is in the last case only that
- trade unionism insists on Protection.”

A trade union aims at fixing a standard of minim
Says you must pay, let us say, a pound a week at |
are at liberty to pay as much more as you like for special skill and
: i&du&try It thus shifts the burden of competition, partially at any

I OF the employed on to ihe gmplover. 1t Indats tha: o1t

um wage. It
east, though you
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k s in the trade should start level in the matter of wages,
e being secured, is quite willing that they should compete
and, that ethgey please in all other matters, and rejoices at any
as hardeszsresumng from such competition. See how the thing
cheapﬂ. ; ractice. Employer A is producing boots and paying a
T k to his average hand. Employer B comes along, and
e + man of business, sees that there is a fortune in selling
BDE & smarr if you pay your hands 2s. a week less than A does,
boots che"]_‘pel egtirprise', but its result is that A must now reduce
B calls this because B has lowered the price of boots. This sort
wages byt""z'on gocs on between employers until the workers, whe
;i;ozzeblunt of it, are driven down to a starvation wage."

«Now, SUppose 1 bring over a shipload of cheaplabour—Germans,
B |gi:nsl Ttalians, or Orientals—and start them at \fvork in any
e s '

heir work is not so good as that F’.f_' A \\ﬁ labol

;ri?fde:';:nc;r in price—the difference betweér&t/hé-srﬁ‘&aﬁibq ;
sistence demanded—is s0 great that I :g undj::m m:ﬂggt A
competitors. Production will be cheapel éy{lo v :
areal cost! It simply means th?.t you re| 3)} 'i‘lﬂ{ic .‘:E&\
lower race a portion of your native pf}pulal%quarters
result, emigrates to other lands, and, in the. ‘YOT - ’Whateve‘:
itself upon the community as a pauper or crimina class, e
1elm%this may be, it is not true economy. The trade union, fowe th;
does not object to it on any ground of hlg‘h dOCtr1DEIt:$at ir;:n b
lﬁost selfish motives. To its members it trlea‘ﬂsf s : a-m;t o
they don't like it, and must inevitably use all their forces ag

« Nor is the effect changed if, instead of t.n'mgmg my f;ol;l;t;a:;
workers to Cheshire, or my Chinese cabmet?lak-ersham e
Green, or my Saxon hosiery operatives tlo 1\c'r.tmgemer,prisE .
Russian boot-closers to Northampton,- I display n:tying e
going to the original habitat of these aliens, ax}d,pu B i
Wﬁ with British capital, patents, machme:y,under =
emen, undersell the British wt;ﬁ:er. ItBUils e
S ade means just 5 golr w
anrFa:iZaimionism objects to the non-‘umon;s(; ::fcuesl;; f,
instead of 2o0s. It would boycott him ;lﬂw ol
£ with him. It would treat him as an O
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a price on his head. It feels even more bitterly towards the foreign
worker, who in certain trades accepts 12s. or 155. as against the
205, Ask any baker, hairdresser, or clerk in London what he thinks
of the influx of Germans. He has less prejudice against them aq
Germans than ever he had ; but as underselling competitors in the
labour market he hates them, and would exclude them from our
shores. It is not so easy to see the effect of this competition when
1t comes, not in the shape of workers to flood the market for labour,
but in the shape of the products of those workers to flood the
market for goods. So it happens that it is the commonest thing in
the world to hear the ordinary Freetrade Radical expounding, as a
;‘tra.de unionist, undiluted Protection in his views about ¢ blacklegs,"
Egghgh and, ﬂ¢re§gn That the logical consequence of trade unionism
is Protectlon is not yet. fully recognised, but it is as certain that the
labom' “elass-wilk: usethelr political power in a trade unionist sense,
as it is that they vote for fair (as opposed to competition) wages to

Government and municipal employees. The working class State

will exclude the products of any countries which produce more
cheaply than do our own workpeople, when and if it is persuaded
that this cheaper production is due solely to cheaper labour."

“ Now, I have pointed out that though better conditions for the
workman and shorter hours necessitate higher prices, it is obvious
that higher prices arising from these causes do not injure the
working class. They fall with great severity upon the non-producing
consumer, the purchasing power of whose income will diminish.
That, of course, will be a matter of delight to the working classes,
who have never been able to see how the existence of those who
neither toil nor spin can be anything but a dead weight upon the
community. In support of my view, I must remind you that all
.democratic countries are strongly Protectionist, and that where the
working class vote has most influence there the objections to
‘pauper foreign labour’ are most marked, I hope that none of
you will tell me that it benefits the workman for goods to be

produced where they can be made cheapest. The theory of the
Freetrader, of course, is that if any trade is killed by foreign

competition the workmen in it immediately turn to some more

profitable, because more snitable, industry. Tﬁe theory might
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od if you had Freetrade all over the world, and, the same
old 80 life and the same rate of wages prevailed amongst the
standard of lm,ns But as things are, the tendency of Freetrade is
tmg:z:ra de of the world to the races which Ca.l.l live on t.he
e lowest in the scale. At any rate, you will agree with

compe
1o give th

d ar
19&5:;"; it is quite fatile for trade unions to try and keep wages in
al

Jand much above the amount paid by foreign manufacturers

an

Engh ve free access to our home markets. That can only result

Wh; at to both men and masters. It demonstrates the antagonism
saster

b nionism and Freetrade.

petween trades u i :
«1 understand quite clearly, ~y-k d—’ér\ ‘
«what you are driving at, and grat mg J[m Q%
that the nation is going to modelr,,tts 1(; . . sir A
and fiscal, so as to raise the price’ o’ff B:ajr-? >
telligible enough. But I'm afraid thaf Topr : ce ynd
would find that the workmen 11.:1 unsuitable trahes’, aere
those who were beaten by foreigners because they ;Ssed
incompetent, would not listen to you when ):lou re
them the Protection you extended to others.

« ] told you I didn’t expect to alter human nat;n:s,tgc:
to get men to take large views when their per;c;;ault i
ests are threatened. You would have thaF i cl élem
meet. It exists in all Protectionist countnes.P ?ection
every unsuccessful employer clamours f;)rt 120b0ur .
and very often gets it, with the result tha he
directed to unprofitable channe?s, truly unp )
because it might be better a applied to other pu ok
But these difficulties only exist to be overcoglet e
case must be examined on its merits, an r;ason "
surely not be beyond the reach of humab g s
decide whether the cheaper price of the forerllglt e
was really due to the labour emplo}’r'ed upo
paid at less than the home standard.

pOSES.
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¢ But, isn’t it found,” urged Dr. Burton, “that thege
things are best left to be settled by the free play of
competition ? You admit yourself that under universal
Freetrade each country would devote itself to the
industries for which it was best suited by nature, with

the result of a real economy in labour all round ? ”
. ¢ That is,” returned Blake, ‘‘the whole force of the
| Freetrade argument.
far as it goes.

It is not wrong but right—so
Where it fails is that it omits to take

into account the differences in the money payment to
g labour in different countries.”

“1 remember hearing,” said Mortimer,  of a Scottish
firm of ironfounders, of which the principals had trouble
with their workmen, who objected to a reduction in
wages necessitated by foreign competition. The firm
brought over some foreign workmen, and employed
them alongside of the Scotchmen, paying them some-
thing like half the rate. I was told that the object
lesson was a great success, and there’s not a Freetrader
in those works now.”

“ 1 can quite believe it,” said Blake, ¢ and a few more
object lessons of the kind would do no harm.”

“1 believe,” Mortimer went on, ‘ that employers as
a whole would not object to see your view enforced.
It doesn’t matter in the least to them whether they pay
their men £1 or £5 a week so long as they get the
same profit themselves. But you alarm me with your
suggestion that the result would be to impoverish the
wealthy classes. It’s all very well to talk of reducing
the purchasing power of people with fixed incomes.

But what does that mean? Simply that they employ
fewer people!”
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Yes; your economical theory is that therich people
. conferring a benefit upon the poor by allowing
:z:m to act as footmen and grooms. The landlord, yo.u
say spends his rents in giving employment. Reduce his
: ;5 and he dismisses a gardener or a coachman, and
B :s so much less employment. You forget that the
;1::::“5’ incomes are increased by the‘ precise ?.moutft
that the Jandlord forgoes, and that the increase in their

- "
purchasiﬂg power gives more employment.

] pever could make out,” said Ida, ¢ what the real
t spending money on luxuries. It

sons were agains
o but there are whole

geems Wrong and wasteful,
classes of work people, chiefly women, whose occupa-

tion and living would be gone if it were not for the fine

ladies. Do explain it ?”
; «Jf you goO out and order a dozen dresses,” said
Blake, ‘you do make things better for the dre:s-
ﬁakers, because, things being as they are, the gre}:la er
demand there is for their labour the b‘etter for t ;m.
The late Dulke of Portland, when he built those un er-_
#und riding schools and so on at Welbeck, :a.s Cf;:c
5 ﬁrnng an immediate benefit on the unemployed 11
: .wrict."
Ly ee,” .
k. ]f!l.lt "}'OCZZVEte to the satisfaction of. insane vsr}tl)lmrs1
labour of thousands of men which might Pave tt;.]eer
to make the earth more fruitful, to drain ano

t Moss!”

caid Ida, ¢ that that was sheer

xactly; yousee in the lattercase that the la.boulr w:z
- just as it would be if I paid a lfjt of unempwcgfuld
n to dig holes and fill them up again. They
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be better off but the world would be the poorer for
their labour, which would have been wasted.”

«Then do you mean that labour applied to nice
dresses and pretty bonnets is wasted ? 7  Ida asked.

« There are far too few pretty things in this world
for one to grudge those their existence,” said Blake,
“ You might as well accuse me of thinking that the
building of Westminster Abbey was a waste of labour.
1 will try and explain what I mean,” he went on, taking
a sovereign out of his pocket. * Now this coin, no
matter how I got it, whether in payment for work done,
or because I inherited an acre of land or a railway
share, simply represents a draft on labour. At current
prices in England this will buy three days of skilled
or six of unskilled labour. It is no use to me unless 1
spend it in employing some one. Even if I putitina
bank the banker will lend it to someone who will use it
in buying things and giving employment. I, being the
possessor of this coin, have the option of buying a hat
or a bottle of champagne or a book, and so of directing
labour to the production of anything I choose. The
employment is given, any way. The whole question
is whether labour is directed to the production
of one thing or another, to something useful
and beautiful or useless and ugly. If I buy a bottle of
champagne, somewhere at the end of a series of ex-
changes, a man has worked a week for my half-hour of
gratification. Is that the best use to which the labour
could be applied? If I give it to a man in the street it
may-direct labour to the production of food and firing,
clothing and shelter for his wife and family for a week.
Take a bigger case. Not long since, a young man
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spent 2 fortune of a quarter of a million of money in a
couple of years. That afforded a good deal of employ-
ment of a kind, but there is absolutely nothing to show
for it now- He might have employed five thousand
= for a year on some engineering work that
would have made life easier to a province for half-a-
dozen generations. If you remember, that a coin is
simply an order upon the work of the world you will
gee that it isn't the spending of money anyhow that
is beneficial, but the spending of it so as 10 direct
{abour into useful channels.”

« But I must have dresses,” pleaded Ida.

« Yes,” said Blake, ‘“but you must remember that
there is a great deal of labour expended on them, and
that if you are not returning the equivalent 'm.lab-our
you are carrying on that sort of exchange which 1s a
robbery.”

«But, my dear sir,” put in Mortimer, “we.l may
assume that Miss Burton pays her dressmaker’s bills.”

“Yes,” said Blake, “ and if she earns the money, OF
her brother does, with which the bills are paid, some
equivalent is given for the labour in her drES.SES‘ But
how if the money with which she pays her bills comes
to her in the shape of rent paid to her by the seam-
stress, or the shape of dividends on shares in the_ sewing
machine company from whom the seamstress hires her

machine 7 "'

WEr—well,” said Mortimer, «]et me see. 1 Suppose

that in that case Miss Burton has the dresses,dand has
k given in exchange lodgings, or her tools of trade,

~ seamstress.”

to the
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Yes, but what is Miss Burton doing for the sea

in 'exchange for what the seamstress does for h:is;
_ she is not rendering an equivalent of service |
‘comes to this, that the poor girl is making Miss Burt(;nzt
dresses and her own too. It is a simple arithmeticasl
ﬁ‘nbie!‘fl. after all. If one person consumes without
mﬂumfxg, there is some one else producing without
* .m::znﬁnd there you have the problem of poverty

] h;‘{_%;’lda, thoughtfully, ¢ one ought
: reséﬁa than one is entitled to by the

. f ¢ kind or another that one is
I &corgq.}ﬁﬂk efore that no one had any right
to fe m;_&‘tiurt the society whi i

| e ar ety which keeps you in
~comfort s a legitimate claim upon you. But I didn't
see what that really meant.”

R
“Well, you understand now, Ida,” said Dr. Burton

that Mr. Blake and his fri
% ; is friend :
mdaim of SOCiBty_” .S are going to enforce

‘ *h:t Tti;lat s a fact,” said Blake, smiling. “I don’t deny
ere are scores of men and women in the proper-
clasi:kv:ho are .well worth their keep. I don’t mean
i 'l)s:ir::: c:ar{i Browning only, but chairmen
_ oo and people who take the chair at
P ners even, though that may be going rather
i he pe‘i'aon who consumes a great deal, and
. I:Ethmg to the world but his signature at
i eques, is the real enemy of labour and
;ndqu»woﬂd is go'ing to be made too hot to
P -a not very distant future he will have
s share world’s work or go.”
: .
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CHAPTER XL

OW, Mr. Blake,” Dr. Burton commenced, “I
don't deny the possibility of your theory, nor
" even the probability of its application when
orking class is in control of the country. It would
ite practicable to keep up a very high standard
mfort and living within the borders of a State,
ted on your principles, that was absolutely cut
.om the lowering effects ol jon. from the
of the world. There wo dpe Tos8 .
-.t the loss would be 'llyﬁ \ e fnon-
against. &"whole

ucing classes you inveigl
is that Great Britain is naE
I will concede, if you ket
. Juxuries imported from abroad, and that the
in the future will have no silk or ribbon, no furs
mpagne, no lace or paté de foie gras. That would
no loss to your workmen ; but, I presume, you
tea, coffee, cocoa and tobacco, sugar and spices,
ngst their necessaries, and these must come
‘abroad or be foregone. Further, we can’t even
ur people by our own products. I have raked
e figures for you on this point. In 1892 We
i the following number of millions of pounds
different kinds of food from countries where
ndard of living and rates of wages are mostly
ower than our own .__Cereals, thirty-five mil-
“;ﬂmu', twelve; butter, sixteen: cheese, three;
nd eggs, four; fish, two; meat, twenty-eight;
four; milk, one. That makes a pretty

”
.
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t.you'r figures,” responded Blake, “and, if

will double that total as representing ’th
i = i L=

sunt of necessaries now imported to this country.”

_. 'I."Now," pursued the doctor, “you may say that
:’ m p;roportion of these things could be produced her
¥ @.'ﬁ is clearly not so with the tropical products aneci
ﬂmﬁ the bulk of the articles of food. And that must
all be paid for by our own exports. Those exports
must be sold by us at prices fixed by the competition
other nations in the markets of the world. It is
: hard enough for our manufacturers to get rid of
r commodities in those markets at prices that will
a profit, even at the present comparatively low
vages a:nd long hours of our cotton operatives, mill
‘hands, ironworkers, and miners. If you reduc’e the
Wﬁﬁ ?y your contemplated enormous rise in the price
; l”.Bt:msh labour, good-bye to our export trade! ‘Yo
:;ihat the hands thrown out of work will find e.m‘p10yLi
; m‘; tc;l; d};ou.lr3 favourite .plan, by reduced hours in the
s n;ce ;1t thefre will be nothing then to exchange
R . el imports. We could only purchase
by deawing @n, our capital, and th
drain would soon bri 1l : .
B ng all your pretty schemes to a
e, ::Zti;e:id any of your friends tackle

have, though,” said Mortimer; “I heard one of
a member of Parliament too—heckled about it at
, bgéi:amag who pointed out that higher wages

e hppgnfance of the export trade. Your
.Mﬂed. the matter very quickly. ¢If, says he
ﬂbﬂ' trade can’'t be carried on at fair wages:
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he export trade!’ 1 ought to apologise,
nurton, for repeating this gem of the collective

£1)

't mind the expression,” said Ida; “but if he
suppose he must have done, that the

ns of livelihood of half the population of Lancashire
go to perdition for all he cared, there aren't
folly and wickedness.”

to express his
e didn't say it in Lancashire,” remarked Blake,
« He may be a fool, but he's not such a fool
1 have anticipated your objections, and here

membered that the form of Protection which T urge
£ labour from the competition of more poorly paid
ountries—does not exclude all foreign imports.
tea, or oranges in Great Britain, and so
f our workpeople are concerned, the
er, for with regard to them
flection

must be ré
protection o
r in other ¢
not grow tobacco,

the selfish interests O
the price of such things the bett
It is, by the way, a charming re
d and practised in England,
sed by duties should be
You will find

consumers only.
incerity of Freetradeas preache
nly things in which the price is rai
classes consume.

: a workman who would not take the tax off tea and tobacco

up for the loss in revenue by an increase in the income
estriction upon Free:
or a higher standard
uliar

r does my sort of Protection place any
vith countries where labour has the same
than it enjoys in the United Kingdom. 1t is the pec
of the British Empire that it comprises within its area
riety of soil and climate, and that all commodities that can
be required are now produced, and can be produced it
1ce, within its confines. The fiscal change I proposeé would
at absolute freedom of trade within the Empire, even
necessitated protection against Germany, Belgium, OF
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[ am not at the moment considering the political difficul-
1 am stating the simple fact that every quarter of wheat,
y head of cattle, every pair of fowls, every bushel of vegetables
mired by the subjects of the Queen, can be grown under the
British flag. The same thing is true of every bale of wool, every
Wo{ sugar, and every pound of tea. It is a commonplace
amongst Freetraders that Protection in the United States is a
‘different thing altogether from what it would be for Great Britain,
- because they have inter-state Freetrade over a huge continent,
. from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the St. Lawrence to the
~ Gulf of Florida. The persistent blindness to larger issues which
‘makes the ‘little Englander’ imagine that his country stretches
only from Land’s End to John-o'-Groats, and from the Irish
Channel to the Wash, prevents him from seeing that England has
- the opportunity of establishing Freetrade over a territory much

m‘ and more varied than the United States. If it is possible to
% h Americans, how much more is it feasible for the country
* whose morning drum-beat, following the sun and keeping com-
pany with the hours, encircles the whole earth with one continuous
~ and unbroken strain of the martial airs of England.’ "

* Meanwhile the export trade must go on. If our manufacturers
are to pay high wages and sell at low prices, they must, so long as
the export trade is a necessity, be aided by bounties just as the
‘manufacturers of Protectionist countries are. But it is useless to
regard the present condition of the export trade as permanent. It
is in the development of our home market, using that term so as to
g include the whole of our colonies and possessions, that we must
look in the future. You must remember that the altered conditions
labour in the United Kingdom, by vastly increasing the pur-
g power of the masses who are now poorly paid, and by
a purchasing power to those hundreds of thousands who are
i employment, and therefore a dead weight on the industry of
country, would by itself largely increase the market from which

pauper labour’ was excluded. In the same way the
tion of corn from Canada instead of from the United States,
_Seuth Australia and the Cape instead of from France
» of wool from New South Wales instead of from the
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of dairy produce from Victoria instead of Denmark and

and so on, would mean the increase of the wealth and
'of our colonies where the staple industries o.f England
od an increasing and illimitable market for the.n- surp.lus.
| B ade: the conditions 1 propose, the English artisan

o : :
ot meet the competition of the foreigner."”

conscious that the magnitude of this proposallis rather
ng, but 1 do not know that a political rnm_zement is any the
ly '10 succeed because it involves weighty issues that appeal
ination and to the larger patriotism. 1am well amfa..te,
ﬂgh are two lions in the path. One is that the British
i are that the only chance for perma-
 maintaining high wages at home together vutith cheap f;md,
the sort of Customs Union of the. Em;'nre th-,i.t 1 have
ed ont. Without that knowledge bemlg widely 'd1ﬁused n;
try in England could contemplate the introduction of suc;d
in our fiscal policy. But that knowledge rfmst spre
day. Take the recent coal strike in the .Mldlands, for
a, with its agitation for ‘a living wage.” It 1.5 true that at
prices of coal the pitman might get a considerably bet:r
if he were not taxed by the royalty owner, ground down by
) fleeced by the railways and plundered .by
ou introduce all possible economy, aboll'sh
and eliminate the middleman, while
rofit to the colliery company, the
Similar economies are
etitors abroad, and it is
btain enough wages to

e is by no means aw

ry proprietor,
dleman. But if y
, reduce 1ailway rates,
the barest margin of p
will not be perceptibly better off.

all the time amongst his comp

ible i him to o
ossible in the long run for 3 A
him in decent comfort, in the face of the competition O

ures described in Zola's Geyminal. To thfottle t:at c;;:;
means keeping the price of British coal h.lgher ts arflar e
the basins of Northern France and Bel'glium. A 0 ost, o
‘But raising the price of coal means raising t eﬂ:zi i
h of our exports, and this again, unfler any Eo g
which T have just sketched above, n.nphes t 1: e
of English homes, It may take some time yet, 2“ o
at winna ding,’ and the inexorable logic of eve
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British electorate that our prosperity must go the way of
s, o Venice, and of Holland, or lead us, whose [)c:r?:
secured the greatest empire the world has ever seen t.

)y L0

{ﬁ'ﬂne an Imperial policy worthy of our heritage.”
u The other great difficulty lies in the indubitable fact that
amongst the colonial democracies there is a great distrust and con-
tempt of the mother country under her present rule. Nearly all
these colonies exhibit the same hatred of ‘the pauper labour of
England’ as does the English worker of ‘pauper foreign labour.
Further, they desire not merely to become grazing or wheatfgrowin-g
i of a great empire, but to enjoy a national life and pros-
perity of their own. They have so often in the past been taught
‘-’hy painful experience that in any bargain suggested to them b
England, her parochial statesmen have considered the interest anﬁ
wishes of the thirty million British subjects at the centre of the
Empire rather than those of the three hundred millions within its
totsl.circumference, that they would be glad to loosen the bonds of
mpue rather than draw them tighter. One can imagine that this
feeling would disappear with the smoke from the mouth of the first
Russian gun i.ired in anger at the entrance to one of the Australian
hl::'ebours or.m Table Bay. By that time it would be somewhat
t-o consider these matters. However, the one need of all the
:::I:Iles at pfesent is a market for their produce, and they would
to gain such an enormous advantage from obtaining a
monopoly of feeding Great Britain that the matter must receive
fayourable attention from them."”

,,;;:ll}e outt.:ume of what T have been saying hitherto is thus ' to
whighlsfl:j :. ;ﬁi:nce r;)und that portion of the habitable globe in
g 0115"3 1ab‘0ur can be realized, with a tariff against
o 'the world in which labour is oppressed.’ It may seem
graone wild and impossible dream, Tf I thought it would not be
‘ ﬁ z:‘-:;elrel;aegcl:mﬁon too far, 1 would ask you to consider what
_- PP Iltlpon tll;e outst.de world of the spectacle of such a
lﬁlmmmtlm - t-he 3 :’t;u. , 1 think, result in our country leading
R v ;‘I:t(: the true plaths of peaceful progress.
£ e s ro;t the fiction of the right divine of
‘govern wrong, to establish freedom of opinion, and govern-
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nd to initiate the labour
t has rendered necessary,
how rightly to enjoy the

ment BY consent of the governed, 2
hgiglation which sndustrial developmen
50 England would be the first to show
fruits of Man's control over Nature.”
«Well, upon ™Y word,” said Dr. Burton, « 1 didn’t
expect this. Your deliverance is worthy of Mortimer

in one of his most truculent Jingo moods.”

ht after all, Mr. Blake,” said
Mortimer, and that there is more in common between
us than I had supposed: But I must insist that 1 have
pever heard your socialist friends talk like that. IfI
had, 1 might have thought better of them.”

1 pelieve you 2r€ Tig

choulders. «] don't s€e how

Blake shrugged his
Gegen dummheit kampfen

ou can expect anything better.

Gaotter selbst vergebens. The ignorant aré jgnorant, an‘d

there's an end of it. 1 remember 0nce in Australia
He

ut Highland scenery-

Scotland had been explored yet!

talking to a youns ma
t the future of

,. asked me if the whole of
You can't expect Very healthy ide
cimen of 1

ou
our race from such a spe t, any more than ¥

y English

s

~ can expect profound wisdom from the ordinaf
labour agitator-”
wAnd yet,” cried Mortimer, wit is to f?uch people
. that the destinies of the empire 3¢ committeds under
' your ridiculous democratic theories:”
«]1 don’t think sO at all,” replied Plake: ¥R
idea of democracy is just the counting of_ n?ses. o:,
1 quite agree that the will of the majority mus;' ke
obeyed, and probably g° further than ¥oU do in thm N
ing the majority distressingly jgnorant; ot .1 s ((3111 :
count among them a verv large proporf1on indeed ©

|
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nk our first concern,” said Blake,  should be
. own people. And I can't conceive that I can
interfere with the affairs of other countries.
na are less of a shame to me.”

] classes.” But 1 know that in a democ
bute the votes as equally as you like, the
man who has the facts on his side will have hig
j:ﬁnse of my ow
h, but, Mr. Blake, you're going to put a fence
_ the British Empire and order off it all the
ced of other nations who seek refuge on its
¢1” said Ida. «What becomes of the brotherhood

you aren’t a democrat at all,”” cried Mortimer

r, yes," Blake replied. “But I am not
alter my opinions, no, nor despair of their
use a lot of people who don’t know or
‘the facts, disagree with me. Give me the
my side and the right of free discussion, and I
fear as to the results.”

m very modest of you,” remarked Ida.

ell, you see, Miss Burton, I am not backing my
ment because it is my own, but I am backing
because I believe them to be true. Mr
chooses to think that democracy consists of

o oneself ift the house of Rimmon—yield-
‘the popular will because it happens to be
Your modern politician isn't a democrat

n under those circumstances ? 7

Miss Burton,” said Blake, “«and

d give shelter to a homeless dog. Still, I should
wice about taking in a stray tiger. The laws of

lity don’t compel you to allow yourself to be:

ut of house and home. 1 would let any foreigner

and live here, or send his goods here, provided he

| with the conditions.”

il ejaculated Dr. Burton,

il slay thee.””

» eaid Blake, laughing. “ ¢Be my brother, but

ﬁﬁﬁ’iply a courtier before King Demos, as you won't take advantage of my brotherliness-
been before any other king, or a Sl me.’ I have the same objection to the foreigner
| _Gligarchy. I admit that govern- : de unionist has to the * black-leg,’ and for the
he popular will, but it is my son. If he takes the bread out of my mouth,

IR to alter that popular will him my brother does'nt alter the fact that he is.

fond of animals,

«¢he my brother or

' said Dr. Burton, ¢ that any

 you really suppose,’
sible within.

oing to become of the other countries ) e
astoms Union of the Empire 15 pos

iﬁi@,ﬂnsation ?" asked Ida. «You
'b\‘-_comes of them.”
- » Blake replied, wand, further-

certainly I do, :
bout then, it will-

k that if it does'nt come a
about at all.”

t there isn't much blatant
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ell, 1 should like to see it, for one,” said Mortimer

« Are you quite sure ofthat ?” enquired Blake. “Ygy
must remember that they are very fiery democrats in
the colonies, and before they can have any closer union
‘with us, they must have solid guarantees that they are
- entering into an alliance, not with the educated classes

" in England, but with the common people. You wil
to submit to universal suffrage, payment of
i '_:ent of landlordism, the
ﬁ%,\principle of legislation,

gﬁg.hﬁig?nggi‘?f the same kind, before
: ] W confer with his cubs

“things will come about in

i b, g ony ik
‘England sooner"‘t-ﬁ?.you think, Look back fifteen
years ; estimate the rate at which things are moving,
‘and you will agree with me.”

CHAPTER XIIL

OW, 1 say,” said Mortimer, at the commence-

ment of the next discussion, I have got one
: objection to raise against all you've been
saying that I fancy will take the wind out of your sails.
‘Whatever else you've been preaching, it isn’t Socialism.”

KX

. «How do you mean ? ” asked Blake.

“ | have been making inquiries from some of the
ts, and I find that your socialist philosophers
e that their ideals are ‘in politics Democracy in
y and industry Communism, and in religion

m,’ or something of that sort. And the man in
¢, for whom you so persistently decline respor”
says ﬂlﬂ BBat the socialists want is the
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; ﬁgﬁgnalization of the means of production, distribution
: S’ﬂﬂ exchange ; which being interpreted is, that every-
: ,fhiugused in wealth-making is to be placed in the hands
of the State. Now you shirk the whole of this.”

« Perhaps Mr. Blake hasn’t got so far yet,” Ida
suggested- « e has shown us that the working-class
idea is expressed in the essential principles of trade
unionism; and that these, carried out to their logical

conclusion, involve 2 certain—policy_on the part of a
State after it has Pass?-‘l,ﬁ : ja : SH . 1’:{
oo

7 little further.”

« Mr. Mortimer is .
1 will accept Miss Burd
as far as it goes, and cat
Then he began .—
& There are two ways i
working classes, can interfere
described consists in the regulation of industry while it is still left
in private hands. In this respect the Legislature simply does more
bﬁ:ﬁac'tively what, as I have shown you, the trade union attempts to
ﬂﬂ with its more limited powers. It says to the owner of property
ﬁd to the employer of labour, «This property of yours has come
your hands, and the State protects it from depredation.

+0 it has been regarded as belonging to you solely,
been permitted to do with it exactly as you pleased. But now
have a different conception of property, and see that the enforce-
of its absolute rights, without any provision for the fulfilment
¢ duties, is a one-sided arrangement which leads to national
. Appeal has been made to you property-owners, upon religious
hical grounds, to regard your property as trust. The results
that this appeal has been fruitless. We now propose, there-
enforce the duties of property. Here is the national land
ital. You have control, and you may keep it, but on the
dition that you so administer it that all classes obtain there-
e means of comfort and decency.’ "

n which the State, when dominated by the
on their behalf. The one that I have

and you
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in fairness be pointed out that there is nothing iy
policy that conflicts with the older and better tradi.
' English Toryism. The old High Tory was the lineal
of the believers in feudalism, and feudalism, as we have
ased upon the principle that there was a national life in
m class played its part, with very definite duties and
s to the others. The Liberal Party, on the other hand,
from those who chafed at the restrictions imposed by
tion of classes which had become obsolete and arbitrary,
 the ties which hampered the development of society under
For that development Freetrade—free competition—
necessary, and these party cries express the exact antithesis
 labour idea. There you have the real reason of the bitter
v between the Labour Party and the Liberals.”

‘You will notice that the British State has already gone to very
lengths in the direction of thus enforcing the duties of property.
?ﬁm‘- Law itself concedas the right of men who are unable to
own living to quarter themselves upon the propertied class.
ducation Acts make us pay for the training of the children of
poor. The Factories and Mines Regulation Acts lay down
ict limitations within which only may the employer carry
exploitation of his hands. It is admitted that there is a
y to increase this sort of Socialism. Everyone knows that
progress in it is the political work of the immediate future.
history shows us that it matters little which party may be
inally in power. Each in turn is compelled, however reluc-
_ Mﬁ inefficiently, to carry out the popular mandate for thar
inc of legislation. In the end, whether that end be near or remote,
s will lead to the protection of labour from the pressure of
ion within and without the borders of our State. All this
seen by anyone who cares to look beyond the immediate

then will no longer be carried on for the benefit of
 without working—upon rent and interest—but for the
: dominant class. 1 can conceive a State in which the
Maﬂ form of capitalism, would allow
h, as compared to the present, would
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millennial. But it must be remembered that in the
of production for profit there are inherent evils which
be destroyed without the destruction of the system itself
e that you have reduced the burden on industry represente.i
tribute now levied by the non-producing classes for permis-
use land and capital; assume that you have the entire
class in steady employment at good wages and under
y conditions, and though much will be done, more remains
You still have the profit-maker in control of industry,
h he is shorn of his power to ‘sweat’ those who work under
" Nor until the welfare of the community and not the profit of
iduals, is the object of all industry, will the welfare of the
aunity be attained. This entails the ownership by the com-
, through the State, of the sources of life, and their adminis-
by State officials with orders to conduct their departments
a single eye to the prosperity of the State, which then, the
rtied classes having become merged in the workers, will

t I must point out how much would be gained by the worker
e establishment of the changes that I have shown are imme-
y practicable. Our present factory laws are notoriously
d. It may be supposed that further developments of them
| be equally inoperative—nay, more so, since it would seem
ore complex and multifarious regulations would be still
Gcult to enforce. You see, for instance, occasionally in the
season, that Madame So-and-So, a Court dressmaker, has
d a few shillings under the Factory Acts for keeping girls
twenty-four hours at a stretch on the garments required in
for a drawing-room. You know, further, that for every
tion under the Act, there are a thousand breaches of it.
ination quails before the idea of the army of inspectors
d be required to thoroughly enforce even the existing
hey would form a burden on the community, a non-
 class of great size. But the real reason of the failure of
o be found in the excess of labour over the present
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. “demand for it. Every one of th i
oo ose girls dislikes i :
!:dw::::i :m::c::iy well that in asking her to d: ::Jktl}r:f :1: nlloght'
e spwdg b‘:t;gal act. Bt if she refused or Complainfljd z;r
- g {vho 1:'c:w.m out of work, and her place filled by Some
-+ e :be a,rt'avlmg been out of work for months, was n:t
imagine what v:r)o 1:“;" » t°_ﬂ’e . o
o describ:d the the difference, if, on the lines I hay
labour was so regula’tedetliaw B e l:
i lat any one of these girls knew she could
oy a::d thr: :‘ewhere next day. She would refuse to
factory inspector ]Jerselfa\‘ﬂ::'to B e o e
B wm:k ou would want far fewer inspectors
m B . . ers were able to risk loss of employment
B .[lJectors themselves, and in a very short timt;
B i e fy aw ‘fmuld be so generally accepted that no
of reverting to the old conditions, j
1o one would dream of establishing chattel-slavery in iiilugs;;:ds '?ow

It is thi

account of by our philossohmany Bt s oot talen
B e, o i;‘P ers, and vitiates many of their conclu-
B i ey be necessary (o
B .y vk interforonce
that of a boy and a man i ult male is unnecessary. The fact is
independent of the two }1;1 o Sa.me i the boy is the mGr;
It ki i scnl(iin e can risk dismissal with a light heart.
B . vo e gmi at home and a holiday until he can get
Bt g g n ma:n, a‘t complaint to the employer, a
B back,;ntE:];::mn to the sanitary accommocia-
Teturn to a home : eman, mean dismissal, an

4 very different thing, :-mcle ?s s‘;odr:‘ 1‘-:’if°“ﬂd- B e
Protect himself or stand up for hiuel:el.:'dtl::j tthk::liz: :en e

*¢1t is the misu i
. th::lf:;::dmg of this essential factor in the position
g gm;a how he can agitate for the legislative
. i ovy, a.md yet go straight from a meeting
demand ertime at his place of employment. It

e

§
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e to say that before asking the State to shorten hours he
engthen them. He has no real choice
hat when asked to work overtime he
be no surer way of marking

is no us
should voluntarily cease to 1
in the matter. It is true t
refuse, but there would probably

might
sal at the first opportunity.”

himself out for dismis

« Well,” said Mortimer, * we are getting toit at last!
A mice state of things you would bring us to! What a
delightful life an employer’'s would be under these con-
If he found fault with an incompetent
dn’'t have the whole arrangements to
f his hands, they would just
d leave him in the

“ditions.
workman or di
suit the requirements O
walk off, throw down their tools an

lurch.”
« Well, I don't see any objecti

« if they can get work elsewhere.”

on to that,” said Blake,

« But workmen are independent enough now,”

Mortimer went on, and Heaven knows what they

would be like then!”

« It's all a matter of taste, I suppose,” said Blake
laughing, “ there’s no phrase that makes my gorge rise
' as applied

d independent electors,
I suppose you like the manner
of the man who waits upon you in a hairdresser’s shop,
or of a porter at 2 railway station, and feel that your
f a sixpence that your fellow-man hopes t0
by servility, is a real advantage to you.
xcellent and good-natured old
Jeading a fat lap-dog at the
end of a chain through a London street. A beggar
who was passing and to whom she refused a coin,
advising him to 80 and get work, muttered something
about wishing that he was as well fed as thedog. The

so as that of free an
to the working classes.

possession 0

get out of you
You remind me of a verye

lady I once knew who was

e .
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y woman fumed at the insult for days, and told
to me as an instance of ‘the independence of th
ng classes.’ A fact, I assure you!” e
« But,” said Mortimer, ¢
. , “you know well enou '
: gh that
w@ﬂ:men had th‘en' way they would make the countrlf
:;fhur.al?le, and industry impossible. You admit yo :
 sel j:hat in some of these strikes, at any rate, they 3;@“1:-
b ﬁsﬁn to reason, and bring ruin on themselves .
8 everybody connected with them.” E
w
; _Yc:f: seem, my dear fellow,” rejoined Blake, “in
m all that I say, to insist that I'm the s,ort of
ocrat who believes the working man can do n
: : 0
mg'of Ohn the co-n.trary, I think he has got his full
We. of uman failings by nature and a good many
i3 uldedwf:es fostered by his conditions. He will often
abwmem ﬂw]:s f)lower. Every slave that was ever freed
gl M“pecz: one s0. The servility of the cabman \'when
ﬂuindvﬂityyo:ft;— o:]erpay him, is only the other side of
_ is demeanour when he find
é y s you have
ﬁvenblﬂzz hflrs exact fare. You mustn’t expect im-
.wpmme :h Fom the working class, or that they will
g meu: heads'a little under the new con-
Iditlon. . a. plolyers will have to condescend to treat
‘them “ s reasoning beings, to explai i
the arrangements the wc;rkm Pgln U e
; ; en do not like, t
B , to take
i ::EI‘I.' confidence as being really co-partners
ss, as they will then be. Tak
B . Take my word
ployer who means well by hi
e and will be at the pai g
> e e pains to show them that he
, won't have much difficulty.”
1 hear a great deal,” sai .
R :l,ds'ald Ida, ‘about the im-
_ , and independence of domestic

' rule, I find that the nicest women—t

l difficulty. The complaints

4
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It is the chief topic of conversation
who are always telling you that ¢ the

f Woman is the Home.,! Asa general
he women 1 think

n’s.
‘amorgst ladies
proper Sphere ©

with—don’t seem to have much

generally come from women
th—as a

1 could make friends

bt if 1 could stay a mon
girls prefer the risks

ome of their

in whose house 1 dou
I don’t wonder that

guest even.
work, to living in s

and freedom of factory

houses.”
Mortimer,” said Dr.

life would be
e assuming

« And you know, moreover,
Burton, smiling, « that when you say
unbearable under these conditions you ar
that you will still be a briefless barrister, living oo @
patrimony cecurely invested in the funds.”

«Qh, no,” answered Mortimer, resignedly- ¢« Mr.

Blake will see to that. He can't reduce my income
from my ancestral estates much more. It's nearly
disappeared already, but I suppose he will confiscate
the trifle of dividends that come to me, or at any rate
reduce their purchasing power to zero or thereabouts.”
« And then, you know,” said Blake, gravely, « you'll
have to work. You'll take a different view of these
things them, I fancy, and will ¢ stand by your order’
with tremendous zeal.”
1 shall have much

« [t seems to M€ that if you
ay a long sight better t0 be a workingman
ything g, Shall wEER gix hours 2 day
Saturdays, with a bank holiday once 2
ummer ; a clean and airy factory t0 work

«] don't see that to lose,” said
Mortimer: ever get your
way, it will p
than to be an
and three on
week in the s




‘the same so
rt of
: t of causes at work to bring it about.”
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W y :
; no bullying or domineering by those in » th
uthority

over

you, and I suppose £

f 4 or :
equivalent ? It doesn’t sound so bagfua TR dis

““ There's no reason why what i
E ' _ you say in jest mj
in (t):s:r::ie:l:nest. If industry,” said Bljak;,r‘r‘uf:r:
g ::it to .be a workman should only mean
o Oiscnbed, I don’t see after all why
o © no occupation,’ should see any
g becor u‘-jt gentlemen of some useful occupation
g tha(tl ite at t‘he beginning of our discussions'
ot dmy object was to make the workin
and gentlemen. It looks as though thi

converse of that il
propos :
tasteful to you,” position might not be so very dis-

“ Do you really m
% y mean,” sai :
fheding is atall Possible?'?ld Ida, ““that anything of

“It is very foreign to i

g your ideas, and may sound in-
A S,eem ctftanl]akel,l“th I assure you in aIYl soberness
e et Elt‘IS what we are coming to, and
g » as such things move. ,
S an the. one with which

i Zst lI;he aristocracy has altere
e at we make our brewers
, also make our peers into tra

It is not a greater
we have become
d its position. I
and bankers peers,

PTEmier ear] desmen. Wi
. as a cab-proprietor, a marqui g
» @ future duchess behind B - coal-

‘hppi the landed

the counter of a fl
B nientry turned dairymen and ;a\gé
boards of hundreds Tes of all our old nobility on the
|y of commercial companies, you

rce has absorbed feudal aristc:cfacymu:t

is not a much
_ c¢h greater change that [ propose, and I s t
1

ce
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« It's all very wonderful,” said Ida, musingly.

« Tt's not more wonderful,” remarked the doctor,
4 than that man should have lost his tail, or the snake
his legs. But I think Mr. Blake is trying to cram the
work of long ages into a few generations.”

« The wonderful thing to me,” said Blake, “is not
that the change should come, but that men should not
see it coming. 1 don't wish to lay down the law upon
the pace of development. The earlier German socialists
used to say that it would take 500 years before the
working class had fully established itself in power. The
ea generation ago, but I fancy that
ould admit that the pace at which
events have travelled since makes a quicker CORSESS

But you cannot prophesy about
do is to observe care-

progress under our

prediction was mad
those who made it w

mation probable.
fhese things, All that we cag
fully the changes that are in actual
eyes, and estimate their general tendency.”

' qaid Ida, ¢ that 1 did
| of being in such a
to wait for natural

«« T frankly admit, Mr. Blake,’
when I accused you

you a wrong
d unwilling

tremendous hurry an
developments.”

«But I am in a grea
some things, and chiefly
formation of public opinion.
which could be done at once, as it seems to me, if only
the public mind was awake to them. Il give you @
mean. Doctors tell you that of the
behind shop counters and bars for
y hours every week, every year

y disabled

t hurry,” said Blake, * about
about the education and
There are so many things

instance of what I
girls who stand

between eighty and ninet
3,000 in London alone become permanentl

Py
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- and doomed to never-ending torture for th
;ﬁ:::ﬂl:gltllsxi zif;ct? of the continual standing.e ’;isi;lii;htir
. o ‘useless human misery that stateme :
Y re 1.s absolutely no need for it. No ren;:
o venience would result to one livine 3921
R attt‘mdwmre much shorter, if seats were pr;vided
v ;m:’ and they were allowed to use the
K. I::1 f;s etween s?rving customers. It is tz:[1
. th-rst knew this. It still goes on. When IIl
e 1'rty th?usand helpless women who hav
B 1; th.e 1nte1.'val, I must confess I'm in :
. ,m 1mp.at19:nt in word or action whe
» 1 don’t feel inclined to apologise.” B

CHAPTER XIII.

T their next J
; meeting, Blake c :
his paper without Preliminary(')ijl_menced e

“Even if we can i ;
lified by the tr;?aglt{e t.hat the capitalist system could b
B tion I have described .
that the workman ':1’ distribution of the good things of ; , as t;

ims at, ther ? is worl
the thi : e would still o
. w;lis produced under it are not so go::; thet }l])b_]ectlon that
man would have th as they
but that would € power to purchas
e wh
Tk the mau;ot;a; altogether satisfactory if the :O a; was made,
&) ouse accom = ods were bad.
never so rich, th ¥ modation, for inst
» the multitude of men under the Preaei?c;.' Be they
ispensation

would be doomed to live in ill-buj
-built i
;‘::;f:,i ::::ets, urfder skies bla.cken:; uv:?tsl:l bfzdly e
e :, won't grow, and surrounded by f I
- y the pursuit of gain,

mymw] s are manufactured, of which t
ef_ g you.a bicyclist racing through

machine tarnished. A coroner's

might be.

in an atmosphere
country disfigured
There are towns in which
he atmosphere is such that
t.hem will get the bearings
Jury on a boy who fell into

B —_

the Trwell found that he was
_Cheap and nasty ¢

“easy to say that you must
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poisoned before he was drowned.
lothes, adulterated food, and other blessings of
shall have with us as long as things are made to

commercialism, we
so long as profit and not use is the object of

sell and not to enjoy,
industry.”

« How will this ultimate aim of
nationalize everythin

But this means, if it is done al
at least know their

the socialists be realized? Itis
g, and have it all

carried on for public good. t once,

simply putting in the place of employers, who
‘business such as it is, a crowd of hungry office-seekers and bureau-

crats, who may be nomina of the people, but will
e their masters. What w

1y the servants
e know of municipal administration

f our own public departments, and of
f our colonies, is enough to warn
ng only the shadow of the public
welfare when he seeks the substance of it through Socialism by
State or municipal ownership and control. The essentials of its
ople must have sufficient leisure and educa-
their servants, and that in those servants
far displaced private greed as the ruling

motive as to make them capable of doing as good and honest work

in public offices as they would in private employment. For myself
I must say that these two conditions are as yet not fulfilled in any
English-speaking I would, therefore, always

ask myself when any n of the State as &
managing (and nota regulating) power is suggested, whether it 15
certain that the extension will not lead to jobbery and mismanage-

ment rather than to efficiency gnd economy- Experiment as much
but do not fall into the mistake of the doctrinaire, and
public control and rship of the sources

oWne!
moving, you can fly in the face of
that every apP

really b
in the great American cities, 0
the public services in some O
sensible men of the danger of findi

success are that the pe
tion to keep an eye upon
public spirit must have so

community I know.
extension of the functio:

as you like,
at, because
e end to which we are
arly demonstrate
judged on its own

suppose th
of life is thi
facts which cle
theory must be
siderations.”

lication of your

merits and by practical con-

e is half-sister to Delay,’ delay will

¢ If in this matter ‘raw Hast s
answer the problem for us. Solvitwr ambulando. Forin the capitalist
. lainly be seen the signs of the aggregation of

system itself may P
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‘huge industrial monopolies, i
polies, in which the
problems of managi
ging by

salaried officials acti
ting under elect
worked out.” ected boards of control are being

“In the early days of capitalist industry the c

s s . s %
:zepe;s;ctpg :ff :::1 individual profit-maker fvere neczz'sai;érgy\\?'nd
i l11(-355:-35 thus managed, the enormous econom :th
e arge scale became evident. How rapid }1 ]:hf
o ese. concer:}s has been may be seen from th 3
gest ret:.ul shop in London at the time of the Baftlf:df
. T %

in London, and employing many
Alrless ca-ses they manufacture for
oot g “ﬁ b stai to their customers. You have
h L ®ed: by the thousand acres in Ceylon ‘i

5, Al

retailing it in"quartéi-pound
-poiind pack
Great Britain, packets at hundreds of shops all over

It is obvious that in thes i i

;l:: :;ytc]:fe g;zd:i.nagement.have been oiecrac‘;e:let,he e

ubyd commu;;ite (:)rfs Soé their own business. They conduct it for

< e aﬁout theydemﬂ areholders, who themselves know little or

T nmdat dects,d but confide their interests to a board of

e e (ff'o.m an electorate of shareholders)
supervision. The difference between il’ldL;S:

tries so managed P En S, asw be seen, not a
g tment 1
and a State de; ar ; A8 ill )

The managers

"1t is easy to point out th i
iy : at there is a good dea i
by Wher:c::m{ a.nld skill in the n'1ez.nag;enmentlooff ilﬁe:iilie
inle al;l, :é)rletors, slight as may be the supe?visioz
T o tc?ut‘lhe business, and have a direct personal
. Coma it is carried on properly, and thP;xt otfl 7
B c;c):ny, where the knowledge of the proprieto ;
i ss, and their ability to ensure it, ar i
millions of pounds have no doubt be'en ";O’;“;:

t i i Vi ) rns in

Om

iInvestors in panies that ha e been fl uTlShiﬂg conce! i

p:iﬂva.te hands. But it may he assumed, without imputm to com-
g

m!’cml milgnatEB a WOrse mor Y P! y
alit than the rofess that a ver
iy
£
p ?ﬂ ion of these fa‘.llul'es has been due to the fa' ct th =
h-!ge roport at the-

1opay of the business was anti
they were <old to the public.
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cipated, or had already set in, when
The fact remains that industries can
ccessfully under collective control, provided that
the trouble and have the
In the same way,

be carried on SW
the owners (the shareholders) will take

sense to elect honest and capable managers.
1 submit, an industry could be carried on in which all citizens were
shareholders, provided they had the sense to chooseé good men for
the work of management, and see that they did it."”

further, that as against the economy of
administration of private firms and Wgné_e&.;{arying on a
business, its conversion into a Staﬁ,pﬁﬂ@%n A g

would do away with the immense Was g'caused by compé

me take a simple instance. The bu%sso&m ai
35 now carried on in Great Britain%ﬁ?&qg a hundréd go panies.
PP 2

These are already under State regu]?fﬁ_:é- . et
all subjected to it alike:, = In theirfcompe tonaith-ort

antly introducing
the requirements and the
d that were life

« Tt must be remembered,

attract customers, they are const 11 sorts of im-
ations to meet
It may be admitte
ly there would not be the same

erfect the methods on which it is

worked, But on the other h uld be a great saving of
labour in the abolition of the competition which leads to these im-
Fighting against one another in the endeavour to
these companies s of agents.

e majority ©

provements and innov
convenience of the public.
insurance made a state monopo

feverish anxiety to improve and p
and there wO

proveme nts.
attract business,

canvassers and clerks, th
the efforts of each is directe
hey receive, OV
n the work under C

employ armie
f whom do no useful work
d to frustrate the eftorts
er 20 Per cent. goes
ompetitive con-

re a State monopoly, 5 Per cent. of the
n ample allowance for working expenses. Thus,
have, in favour of private enterprise, 2 greater

plying new ideas. On the other, you
five times as much for

whatever, since
of the rest.  Of all the money t

in the expenses of carrying ©

ditions. 1f the business W€
income would be 2
on the one hand, you
alacrity in accepting and ap’
may say that the public have to pay four of :
the work as if it were done slightly less expediuously by the State.
w1t is certainly evide ve enterprise is 0 be ex-
tended, its gravest dangers may be obviated by 2 diminution of the

nt that if collecti




THE ROOT OF THE MATTER,

of the size of the community which undertakes it. Where nationa]
control would mean waste, jobbery, and corruption, municipal
control will err rather on the side of niggardliness. No one cares
very much whether the national finances are carefully administereq.
An economical Government gains very little popularity, except, in-
deed, from those who really benefit by it. In England, the income
tax-payer may approve the Chancellor of the Exchequer whose
parsimony enables him to take off a penny in the pound. But in
municipal affairs, where the effects of extravagance fall directly
upon the ratepayers, you find a much greater concern about
economy. There are, consequently, very many departments which
it might be foolish to entrust to the State, which yet might very
prudently be handed over to the local authorities, whose con-
stituents, knowing that they would have to foot the bill, would
exercise a sharper and more effective criticism. In course of time
we may have a democracy able and willing to devote attention to
public affairs in some sort of proportion to their importance. I do

not think we have it at present. I should, therefore, be sorry to

see hasty applications of this kind of Socialism to our industrial
life. The rectitude of the principles would not prevent failure,
while the failure would tend to discredit the principles.”

“This is too bad,” protested Mortimer. « 1 was
going to ask you what you thought of the speed with
which trains are run by the nationalized railways on
the Continent, and how vou liked French tobacco and

matches—two charming object lessons as to the capa-

cities of State enterprise. But you’ve taken precautions

to shield yourself from criticism in the most artful
way.”

“I can only say,” repeated Blake, laughing, ¢ that

your disappointment comes from your having made up

your mind that I must be an absolute idiot because I
call myself a socialist.”

“And 1,” said Burton, “was going to have drawn
your attention to the astounding incapacity of some of

; ﬁg socialist
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institutions in certain of our colonl}?f',l. th)
ht that it would be well worth}:;v i teher

e of our ranting socialists over to ';]e Ocm.d
!'Wd son;l world, to examine for themselves the ré -
. d : artment of New South Wales or
i Land:/' sfria That might prove to them th;.t
gﬂraifm?ciol lelay c;)st more than it is worth from the

ate

i ing into
i oint of view alone, without -takmb o
r - . - ra :
pecuma"c Zhepdebauching of public life and civic m(c; il
un : i
acco[ k good deal about those things,” sal :
#] know a

i m
i I am not so sanguine as some of my
i erstand the dangers

ﬁ;ﬁe often thoug

sadly. ;

friends, precisely because 1 d;:; nlir; e
i 1 I see ple g

and the difficulties.

i the
f thing in England at the present tlme.trz(:tl i
- - Council the other day a con bk
I‘_Oﬂdon Coui'ty builder on the Thames,. whose g
A 'to 3 1p.others put in by provinmal contrzitions
Tt hlghe'r o this was done because th.e c?n e
N aployed could be more eas.l.].y 1r}115ep g
E: - Work'men enri efficiently prevented it i
- trl;]eoThames than if it were done
ne on

ject of
t the objec
o t to fear that th :
ik dlfﬁcu}(; noas to give a bribe to their
ed W =

were do
Clyde.
some of those who vot

i K : ith the
own constltuelflts. ok A Mortimer, « with
Rt all offapPi=s

tock-
ich i the whole s

f pstituencies which is now

bribery of €O

: tic
11 it democratic,
de of the Liberal Party- Theyﬂir to promise to
in-trade le, or ra
: he people€,
to give t

ecially
anything they ha?pen to fancy, €SP
ple's property.‘
ect to that,
if it were not

you know,
give them,
if it's other peo :

ko] shouldn‘t obj
tion of democracys

' caid Blake, ‘‘as @ deﬁ[;:-_
for the fact that the

P -
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i;r::ld.on't know what is good for them. Democ
. lifno;:n;c electorate is a pretty hopeless busi;:; Y
R “guhpe.are really capable of Judging, no tr:
. 351tfxte.to b:ELC]{ his own judgment again i
e beﬁe:y t\7;f1cm.t like it. It’s not a popular coursz
e he' at in 'the long run the people will f :
at their best friends are not the time-servers a.z(cil

anders, b
1;)) gl ut the men who can withstand i
but mistaken appeals,” e

HALY sai i
," said Mortimer, ¢y
y * “Civium avdor prava jubentium,

““ Horace’s hero
1 would be a good e
oule xample for imi
;;?rnmby modern politicians.” said Blakep o gr "T:'ta-
. 2
g > yseli:,'}ll would rather see my country in thfI: el? uc]ig
- en with whom I didn’t 1 i
| ‘ agree in the least, i
certain t hdi
i IE:t thfey would do what they thought was ::' el?:
3 .ar, avour, or affection, than in the h o
political tide-waiters and time-servers.” e

Bt hav tw )
ent € gOt so far in pohtical democrac 2
’

da p
gg d, t t S SS. .1
I su estel 4 l at 1 1 1mpo l)e f( men to ])e

e d y n n
e, t, or a part LGN
lecte fO I thaIrl n or f ema 1

ower 1
P » unless they will pay court to King Demos ? "

“Well, I don't know. "

like it , answered Blake; “i

ot :)rﬂfio;loub.t. It all .depends whether y:)tu lf:::z

By pf Zie“rs of things. It is quite clear that

R e o ifanty can best be gained by agreein

i suﬁiciegt rom whom you expect favours. But ?

common people ionﬂd'ence in the common sense of the

B s d oufs o believe that the quacks and trick

ooner or later.” sters

“There’s one thin

Mortimer. & 1 should like to ask,” said

nY 1
ou evidently regard the question of

[

P S —

A T—— )

:
5

-"@éﬁﬁnalizing property
diency-
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as purely a matter of expe-
If in your opinion the State can carry on 2
h advantage to the country, you would

May I ask what you propose in your
holders ?

business wit
pationalize it.
munificence to do with the evicted property-
To make paupers of them ? "

«] think you must take a concrete case,” replied

Blake; ‘‘ shall we say that of these
panies? Suppose I thought, as on the whole I do,
that the State could carry of that business with
advantage to the community, and 1 had power to do

what was good in my own eyes in the matter. I should
st of facts, in the first instance.

urance Department. I would
d offering a handsome

ipsurance com-

put my opinion to the te
1 would start a State Ins

go into the open market, an
salary, secure the best experts that could be got for

money. 1 chould ask them to comstruct 2 State
Insurance Department, which would go into the business

tition with the existing companies, and offer
e the best, safest and cheapest

If the experiment failed, there

at harm done; if
ent, therefore, demonstrated its
ith it the existing
titu-

in compe
the public at cost pric
life insurance going-

would at least be no gre
and the State Departm
worth, 1 should offer to incorporate W e &
Many of these are co-operative ins )
prietors with a proﬁt—makmg

interest to be bought out. In other companies th-ere
are shareholders carrying on the busin_ess, and making
tremendously high dividends out of it. "1“0 these If
should say, ¢« How many hundred pounds worth ©

willing to take for each of youf

Consols are you .
hundred pound chares?’ If they would accept & prce

it succeeded,

companies.
tions, having 10 pro
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"I thought reasonable, I would give it and absorb their
business into the State Department. On the hypothesis
that that department was being successfully worked,
and at much less working expense than that of the
private companies, the business so bought from them
would, in the hands of the State, yield a profit which
I should apply as a sinking fund to buy up the Consols
that had been issued to purchase it. You will see that
this could be done if the price were a reasonable one.”

“ But suppose,” objected Mortimer, that the share-
holders stood out, as they naturally would do, for a

price which would not allow the State to make so much
profit 2

“In that case I should let the State Department
continue its operations. In course of time, if the public
found that the State insurance was really a cheaper as
well as safer method, you would find that in a very few
years the private shareholders would come and ask to
have their business taken over at a lower price than
had been previously offered them.”

“You mean,” said Dr. Burton, ““that the competition
of the State Department would have diminished their
business and reduced their profits.”

“Yes, if it were well managed that would certainly
be the result. If that were not the result, it would be,
to my mind, a proof that the business was one which
was better in private hands than in those of the State.
You will find, if you think of it, that this is really what
has happened all through. The State takes up work
which is either not done at

all or else done badly by
individuals.

I see no objection to leaving the issue

y N
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i ise to the free play
d private enterprise :
s provided that both parties arée
labour.
der the same conditions as to the payment of
Eile

Sy
of course 1f tlle State 1S COIIlpelled to pas falI Wage
'l

il win.
i t, the latter wi
jvate employer 1s 1ot

and the priva

I have already tried to show, that is not ;;':z
But,;as dvantage. You can get work done ¢ i
. vénatz contract .than you cal by a P o
e pn? but if the low wages and long hour .
depthem,t r mean, as they do, an iPcrease ;ZS g
the cz:lstfz;do criminals for which thefit:::)my.“ 7
I;:;\I:ide, there is no saving in thajc SOft o }f_lel't;r'ld,‘; Sai&
alization of t fplk__;a,"‘

competition, always

« Now, as to the nationf L Ry -

: ‘ t is one O R sgniis

Mortimer. * Tha odsginis
ropriating

¢ If they mean by that term exp epuitiiid

eir lands in 2 State

e » hardly
. Yes?idngBlake «T think the democracy i
and so on,” sal ’ ch a department. If you

capable of controlling su
by that term, regar?lmglttmind e

i ty, instl g
national proper

co
: landlords, as 2 I
0 mpelling the is properly
ek l"ints;'t:O'copsa:a: to it that the land 1s P
of their tenure,

i ist
i dwellings ex
d that gufficient and samtar}f g
g 't think that sort of ‘natlo'11 R 6
el ot d too soom. But you \Vll el
in han y ale l
be putllﬂ, already recogn1zed, and ¥
inci s
principle

L: l Wlleﬂ aﬂd \.\hEIe it seems Ile(:eSSa SJ.

s the
he soil, rural and urban, 2 ¥
nts instead of co.
ndition

appli

i asled.
Mortimer
And would you tax lan
£e

”
d values ?

the
The value added to land by

1d have
f towns, shou :
G QYOWth ; ckets: Lherels no

« By all means.

: :stem, an :
railway sY ste ,C S prwate .

gone into publi
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earthly reason why that added v

e : alue should

R h:::i I:r]lr tehe Publlc, and it is not beyoncrlui.:?'w 4

Ay womdghnmty to fran‘le a tax upon land velach

s ave that desirable result, It nee; it

g yf,ogr cause any sort of harm beyond t]not

© ey ow, to those who have enjoyed o

diminution of ame.nt, B dual and Continuthe

been allowed ton mcom? e e
appropriate.” Vihig

CHAPTER XIV.

oW, M e es
to-,da r.t E;lake, said Ida, “I do want
by thisyw;l)l ulfil your promise to show us ﬁou
affect the position of wom YOW
en. ou

haven't sai
said a word I
patient.” about it yet, and I have been very

6

6 Very WEH ” s .
ey ’ aid Blake, T’ .
it.” And he began:— e, “I'll give you my view on

“ A very few i
years ago it would have been impossible t
e to speak as

I am now goi
going to
speak. There has been a greater ch
r change in

P
P n o] th po w
ublic o inion abou e sition of omen than even that which

has taken I)IE.CE with P
rega:d to the emancipation of labour A

generation ago i
g0 1t wa. x
class and the oppre s t;e universal opinion that both th
ssed sex bad to accept the po ‘t-t e oppressed
sition allotted to

them, and t
i o make the bes 1
mitted that t : t of it. It would
he exceptional workman might, if t:ﬁn have been ad-
) e could, climb ou
! t

f Sph e Vi p
of his ere into
one above it but such an exception would llaldIP

have bee
n made in f:
avour
of the woman whose aspi
irations wer
e

not confined
to the i .
can, what have beelmmemonal sphere of her sex. L
n . .
opinion, and 1ts the causes of the slow growth :t Tl
comparativel of the chan
ge of

de 3 rec
velopments.”’ y recent, sudden, and rather startli
Hich

“ The earli
ier advo
fined their efforts to ::.;.;tes- of the enfranchisement of
uring for her an education simil\:omen con-
I to that of

* of congenial tastes,
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men. Their plea was that the disproportion of the sexes and other
es left a large number of women to whom was denied any
ives and mothers. In those days the
or at least Of

‘caus
npportunity of becoming W
term, ' old maid,’ was one of reproach or contempt,
pity. 1t was pity for the forlorn condition of unmarried women
which was the excuse for fitting all women for other activities than
the bearing and rearing of children Men took a lordly attitude,
ction to this. Some of the more intelli-
indirect advantage to themselves, as
ho would prove themselves friznds
erests than those of the house-

and saw 1o particular obje
gent thought it might be of
tending to provide helpmates w
alive to other int

hold, dress and fancy work.”
has risen by leaps and

to which the movement
f women has

« The demand sO recently inangurated
‘bounds. In the middle and upper classes,
‘has been almost entirely confined, the education ©
‘made great strides. Not unnaturally, girls thus educated look upon
1ife with eyes that see d great deal beside orange flowers and bride-
«cake, to be followed by incessant care of babies and interminable
They have discovered that if the joys of
married life are 2 great good, there are many other things in

the world well worth having. They want to pe something else

nd mothers; to have an individual existence OVer
side those of

In a word,

dissensions with servants.

besides wives 2
which they have some control ;
keeping the household expenses wit

whereas marriage was a
other careers
age of many who spea
ceems to be

to have interests out
hin the allowance.
t one time the only career for women, NowW
thrown open to them. Indeed, it is
k for them, that

looked upon
o wo ! an

they want all

noticeable in the langu

maternity, under present
e, and that they hope
pains and perils exce
absurd since it may
r will,

conditions,
almost as a curs for a timein which n
shall be required to undergo its pt of her own
Pat in this way. their aim sounds

t no girl 18 compelled to marry against he
harsh guardian in the novels. But the position
cds her freedom in this matter, is much the same
an who is free t0 accept employment, when to rée-
It istrue thata girl did not need to marry

nly by offering herself at the altar that

free will.
be thought tha

except by the
of woman, as rega
as that of the workm

fuse it means starvation.

unless she liked, but it was ©
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she could obtai

native was to t::::;i f:“dom and a house of her own. Th
definite place in society,uaszfies:;oznddhEIplcss Creatm'e..wjth:utalter-
trivial that the word *old B ditoa life so purposel any
B S maidish’ had a famil; _eS_S and so
Law and custoiznr::;cenbc'fmthe married woman b]elgl;r rr?;gcr:ﬁlcance‘
pendence upon her lord YI en have condemned her to absol setter.
being a failure, man l;adnlthe not unfrequent event of the‘ llte- de-
B E e s Phe'nt)' of resources and interestsmarnage
and the penalties for e his home., The woman was t._‘;not Fo
bondage were crushing an‘:;valtempt to escape from the ;e Sl
—perhaps men can't af‘:ford te don't talk of these things verouse e
men, and when I try in i D__but.I know that I meet a OOyd kg
B S e et be T l.maglnatmn to picture what “g dmany
fortunate class of all : 1 pity them as much as I do th i
the marriage contrac:t t must be remembered that no A
offered to them which ZXCept from free choice. An alt me“‘enter

oes not seem unpleasant, if ernative is

from th
e numbe A , .
rs who avail themselves of it we may judge

portion of
choice, butwill:::e:;ron the contrary, marry m":l l;’::)’ el
et bl Showsstth'wl?o offers them a decent etnan‘ of their
lations on the marri is in the difference betw ity
U R deen }:he congratu,
aughter. In the

al Y Y
it 1
N niver! C ent (=}
er case 5 universal consent a ather 1n yon cap
latt b feath he! to get

your daughter * settled ;" in f;
3 act, to get some man who will |
feep her.””

I That o
; en should ;
marriage and an empt rebel against the choice betw
will see some very Cu:'_' and purposeless life is not sur ?L‘n 1| sop
a4
many years ha ious developments of thi prising.  You
ve passed. of this movement before

For its r ende; W, VOwWe
al ndency, hether a
€ tend wed

. is to put a
n end
to the economical subjection of
of women.

Everythi
Ing turns on
that.  So far as middle class w
omen are con-

cerned, it will be

_ an accompli i

girl of the im : plished iact in th

her livin mediate future will be as e next generation. The
g than her brother well, or better, able to earn

educated ; v 7% :
i € is rapidly becoming better

: she has alre
point of pure intellect ad: demonstrated her ability to :
she can hold her own i when she has equal educational i
n on
in the occupations at which sheahadvantagES;
as tried her

band. She is
more industri
strious, more methodical, mor
' e frust-
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Her labour is

o vicious pleasures.
e competition.

great advantage in th
hes they have already mono-
hich their brothers have

worthy, and less addicted t
cheaper, which gives her 2
Women will overflow from the branc
polised into nearly a

hitherto monopolised.”

11 the occupations W

t of this, under present conditions, will, of
1t will increase tne

d reduce their remuneration. It will not
mfort up to a set of chambers and
the men down to
ion between the

« The necessary effec
advantages for both sexes:

course, have its dis
aumber of competitors an
bring the woman'’s standard
a good dinner with a bottle
h tea.
ble to earn

of co
of wine, but will bring

But as to the relat
a living and make a career

independence {hat is—must have
f marriage, and the inducements
Take a family of the middle class, whose
ntility would not allow the daughters to do any
f they had the education and ability for it. To-
5 it sounds when put thus baldly, are
ng and offer to keep them.
Iy disagreeable, or
mony of the girls
e that the girls are
d earn their
d live by

a single room and hig

sexes, the effect of being a
t for herse]f;economic

and interes
r view O

an immense effect upon he
she will require to face it.
present ideas of ge
useful work—even i
day those girls, horrible a
simply waiting for some man to come alo
Any man will do, provided he is not exception?
In such a family, the views of matri

different. Now, Suppos
le to work an

or go an

too poor-
and the boys would be very
t in the same position as the boys; ar¢ abl

pu
own living ; tO remain at home if they choose,
themselves, witd absolute freedom of choice of companions, Pur
suits and pleasures: That is what we aré coming to- Those girls
will not marry the first man who asks them. They will have as
much to lose by matrimony as their brothers, and less to gain from
it. 1 think, under those conditions, you will have fewer loveless
marriages, and 1 confess I rejoice at the thought.”

r living for

o is able to earn a fai
t or ill-treatment.

husband and go
on that it will
that exist

guch a woman wh
e, submit to neglec

he will leave her
hen be so comm
y homes
ch more utterly
of marriage

o Then again,
herself will not,
1f her home isn't a happ
pack to her W The practice will t
lose its social ntly a great man
uld be broken t ng mu
ant

after marriag
y one, S

ork.
odium- Conseque
p. But is there anythi

now wo ;
a continuance

detestable and flagr

ly jmmoral than
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betwegn two people who are leDlCﬁd in thﬂu’ht and se;
B 1t‘me
nt,

and merel
: y kept together by a f
$ay if they parted ? y a fear of what their neighboyr
=] s would

It will b b4 said abo th
'
- w e seen, if you remember what I haVe d
ut
e

wage-worker, th

, that th 4

Mk Mspendene o e transformation of the weaker s

pendent ' wage wo::‘-’:keepers and nursemaids into .? from unpaig
5 ers 1 re

B e postticn qfwlll not be an unmixed blessi e and

ssing

seeking independen of the wage-worker remains wt e

E c . SISy it {

B s e from Man, Woman will b vhat it is, [n

¢ W“gefworker in his st e forced to talk

yranny of capital rugg e

inde.

le agains
- b gainst the unrestri
| a : trict
coming to the frount, beca : i etion s Dt jus "
ol i use hitherto the woman’ i
o : an’s move
e Dfpf;r frbmlddle class women, who h e
| : ] ave imbibec
e e labour question f; 3
s ro
been brought into contact with L

it will affe
ct them wh
en th
Or governesses w ey enter the labou

their surroundings
the realities of life as

r market. As doctors

, Fie omen take t ke
universities and drawing-roo he political view that S il 1
o ms. alls 1n

for a As
weekly wage, they will tak clerks or compositors working

success £ e th o
of their assault upon e trade unionist view
men will convert them the occupations hithert =
try and make trade uni Their competition will com § aoulined to
unionists of them, and the pel the men to
necessities of thei
elr

n t make them villing to listen
own situation mus I willi li
=] )

113 3.

W3 }?h’; groaned Mortimer, ¢
eel of the work ’ Wi
B rkmen upon our
£ o necks : 1

e subjection to women ! I’ I'e e
h was what it would come to wh Itﬂ;" e
en the leaders

of the Conse 1

. rvative P

abl arty be b

le eye upon Woman’s Suffrfz'n 1t0 g i a favour:
e ! ”n :

not satisfied with putting

“There's to b
- gy saidelza;ln enti to the Subjection of W
R o a.b ‘.I never heard it put b fomem
T e t,o ;t 1t expresses exa(;tly w&hore b
e free, or to wear fetters oiiywi
0

‘W own making.”

-

when ¥
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ke it,” said Mortimer,
ke care of you.”

nti-Abolitionists said
said Blake. «\What

w’'m sure 1 hope you'll li
ou haven't got men to ta
«That's exactly what the A
about the glaves 1n America,”’
were they to do without a master to look after them P
« ook after themselves, of course,” said Tda &1
ill lose some of its ease, but think of the

somebody and doing something!
e our_minds_like the

learn to walk.”

dare say life W
pleasure of being
With your restrictions you mak
Chinese lady’s foot. But we'd s00ner

«And then,” said Mortimer, 4 )’Ojil’ll‘ lose .all_the
d attention that wé pay you: You can’t eat
As our tivalsand A;qmpé{itors
ith chivaifﬂus.regard.”

respect an
your cake and have it.
you'll no longer be treated W

«We don’t want to be treated like pets and play-
things,” retorted Ida. 1 know heaps of girls who are
now earning their living in the rough work-a-day world,
and receive more real deference and respect of the kind

worth having than the typical youns person. And their

marriages are the happt

t on Mortimer; « Jiving in that way

e hard and ugly facts of

nd charm.”

» said Ida, turning
50

et

« And then,” wen

they must come Aacross all th

life, and lose their innocence 2

« Js there anything you know, Fred,
« that it will harm me o know

' began the doctor, «] by no
pelieve that ignorance and innocence are con-
But there areé 2 good many subjects

en had better not meddle with.”

' gaid Blake, « they're
1 would

to her brother,
«wWell, my dear girl,’
means
vertible terms:
that I think wom
« Ah, you S€&
afraid of somethin

Miss Burton,’

g. What igit? 1 amnot
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have all
life as th:';?:: Se;;he world as it is, and the f
good, and if th.e:y kn:t won't hurt the women ‘:;fts of
. mo;v, if jall. lmothers knew, I b;_are
N ey oo keern -CIV.I]IZEltiOH would be ot'ef’c
IRy et o keept in 1.gnorance they are in rid
g ep t}_lelr sex down, hundr icon-
own, in black depths of wl?i:csh -
a

knowled -

ge migh

A ; ght sadden, but cannot ;
pure in heart.” ot pollute, the lives

“Then I savy,” ; ’
marriage. Tt }‘;i]i‘ald .Mommer, ““ there’s all that

what will happen?smt some men well enoucl o

when she likes the- i If the wife can leave theg}l. i

Seenk the COm,)ec : usband must have equal lllusband

tion when he is tired Sf ?t lbfirty -

. e will

f
ic hl wile as ang as she 1s Oung dnd prett and
1 }f’

then take
anothe
r. The marriage laws simpl
y exist to

protect wom
en against th
at sort of thi
ing.”

'] DO
you mean to
tell me,” asked Idas << fhat
any

wife with a

: spark of

t self-

ied to her against his will ;ispect wants her husband

“ She would fi z
o nd it rath
to be deserted in middle Tga‘?’kward’” said Mortimer
e, 1 ]

H.B
ut we a
re assumi T
remember, that the ing,  interposed Blake, ¢i
women would be i I iyou
N No WOrs
€ case

from
a pecuni
ar -
those circumsta y point of view than th
nces 2] e man und
5 er

I & AT
YOU ean lf S]le CO I n
u d earn h r
g’

feplied ; ;
Mortimer

“but the point i
point is that the man would
uld still

have th
€ opportuni
the woma nity to contract a f )
n would not.” resh alliance and

pr .
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Mr. Mortimer’s standpoint,”

L) now We get at
ses men to take their wives for

fiake. ¢ He suppo
their youth and good looks solely.”

w Well, you know,” said Mortimer,
fact that is what the average man does,

how you're going to alter it.”

o't the slightest desi
«1f that's his ideal
unting for tastes

« g a matter of
and I don’t see

«] have re to alter the average
» returned Blake. of matri-
that there'sno acco
ld be sacrificed to it,

ted, and

man,
mony, will only say

1 don't see why wo

though ; and I'm gure that as they are educa

lose the ignorance you laud, they will refuse to be
il find, when

sacrificed to it. Men with that ideal wi
e economically free, that they can't buy youth

the marriage market—or any other
man who is known toO be

ted one wife, stand much

men shou

women ar
and good looks in
Nor will the
and to have deser

ng another.”
pose the abolition of the mar-

market.
inconstant,
of a chance of getti

¢« Then you coolly pro
2 asked Mortimer.
5] prapfse nothing.
I think that married couples who do not find happiness
in living together are petter apart, and T point ont to
you the real meaning of the tendency You must have
observed amongst educate take that rather

than the man's view of the question."
.« The man's 7 ejaculated Mortimer.

« Why shouldn ch to his advantage tO

e sacre

riage contract

¢« Pardon me&,

d women, to

view, forsooth

it it be as mu

dness of the marriage tie.”
» returned Blake, ‘ that

eason,
nsate himself for domestiC

ignore th
« For the very good T
an and does compe
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unhappiHESs und i g I;
Br the ex]stin
: : g form Of 1
) marriage,. i
palhapsi t.hls 1S one Of the SUb ects that women Wu()
are thc’ n.’uled paltleS, had best kﬂow Iloihinﬁ al (’) h
= Dout { i

(13 F‘ " 4
s e;nadlly, said Mortimer, et can't d
‘ eny the
ownlma1 : on't really' want anything of this ki :{} th%t
y a few of the misfits that rant about ’t"' i
it.

“Then if there W wh reven
are so few,” sai i
. s sHid licias Y prev
(.)SE few d'omg as they like? Do you‘k]n W W at
th / 0 i
Olive Sclll'rmn'er says ?—¢ If the bird does like its Ca.hget
and does like its sugar, and will not leave ity
- “’

the door S0 ver
carefully
& little ? e

g hy keep

4 Nhy not open it

o they know there is many a bifd Wlillolrlll}:
0

t
g agalIlSt the ba[S but WO
bteak 1S wings ’ llld ﬂ\ lf tlle

FThat's j it,” sai
i knc:", Ju;t 1t,” said Blake, “they don’t kno
; W,
o frEEdOH,] ov;{mar;g women there are who pan?ofl:z
. ; r. Mortime i
B r talked just now al
o ?nu(:hr?ra(.i::. Do-es he suppose that all xvo;:?;:
: marriage that, i
breakf;he tie, that freedom would, llf e
use 7
otf It almost looks like it b

tl]at cou les a W ? )1] ng
t y =
p hat are h pp V Du]d part N t 1
C.Ould |[lake theln. It 1S O ]y uples that are
. n the Co
unhappy to Who"l it Would make any Chang d
€, an fU[

them and for :
soc
el iety the change would be an unalloyed

niversally made
Does he suppose

113 IPm 5
you hav::.:‘.l:};nsuﬁpzseds Mr. Blake,” said Ida th
N all this said B that
of giving women a vote,” a word about the necessity
“1 don’t think
i the vote is
plied Bl : much good to 4
ake, “if they don't know how to uszeiple’ &
it,

It is

——
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only a weapon after all, and has no magical properties.
Just as I am more concerned that the workman should
understand his industrial position than that he should
agitate for further democratic change, so I am much
more anxious that women should learn what is wanted
to free them, than to give them votes they would not

know how to use.”

« Oh, I'm disappointed in you, Mr. Blake,” said Ida;
s don't you see that merely having the vote would be a
political education in itself for women, just as it has
proved to be for the working classes ? "

¢« T admit that readily enough, and I'm in favour of

female suffrage, just as I am of every democratic change.

But I confess that I rather fear that its effect, where
women do not really desire it, might be something like
that of putting India under constitutional government.
The idea that political enfranchisement is the same
thing as social emancipation, is a fetich I am always

But I know very well that it is useless to

attacking.
cal power‘until they have

wait to give women politi
political insight. That would be like the man who said

he would never g0 into the water till he could swim-
Only I beg you not to expect to0 much from the vote,
but remember always that it is a means, not an end.”

« They will certainly mever get their special
dressed until they are€ able to bring

ure to bear,” said Ida.

* responded Blake, ““ but it’s
want

grievances T€
political press

[ quite agree with you,’
ally true that they will never get what they

equ
y know what that o

until the




‘140
THE ROOT OF THE MATTER

1] Well ¥y - i
iy ‘;hosai:idlcti}alt, I know a great many of th
that they R i he mOVement, and I can assure i3
R il wrcinen 1;1t e suﬂ:rage just because they knyou
B e ave got it all their political inte ow
B ust b.e‘at second-hand. Th i

ial condition of political educatizy regard
n'!!

“I'm very gl
; glad to hear it,” .
will only v 1 rephed Blake, ¢
i )ifnteintur'e to hope that they will 111:11" iy
est in the labour question ; as f {€ women
: Or my part,

I try to show
the workmen
. that
side of the women’s movement.” they should be on the

46 ND now sa & the next
R 3y ]d Dr- Burf()n to Blak
tlI“e he BIItEIed the Stud!‘) I want

’Ou’ 1{ }Ou

can, to get over the
BN fhat von’ : greatest objection I hav
on the one conyditi:: f}ild sounds to me feasible enoltlld‘he
good. You may be s at men were reasonably wise aici

it would take: but t:ngulne about the length of ti
point out are i;lev' at changes in the directi me
beginnin .lfable sooner or g A
g to believe.

left.

later, most of us are

Bu ) }
efficacy of any outside for;e:f(: d.on t believe in the real
0 increase hum
an happi-

Pess. That depends u

i, i pon character, and

T unl:iel I}::ufully- slow. Your 11]illt::Ei:1::’1ange

gy n are .m truth but little lower t}can

R o lawa society composed of the s
s would be useless trammels S’? ol

“1 certainly thi
y think,” saic
'tO lOOk fo 'l said B]ake lcthat o
rward to a state of socie’ty in Whl:t }11S et c
ch men will

i
e ressure Of extelnal .la.w even 111
pOSEd

c—

Y N
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by themselves, to prevent them tramp-
ling each other under foot. That is the anarchist’s
He believes that if you would abolish all

restraints we should get on much better. He thinks
at is really what law is—is morally
herever it exists it degrades

upon themselves

dream.

that coercion—for th

unjustifiable, and that w
and brutalizes men. His mistake lies in imagining

that the instincts and appetites of civilized men are as
wholesome and natural as those of animals and savages!
In the self-conscious and civilized man reason has to
take the place of instinct. At present he is controlled
neither by natural instincts nor by sound reason. There
may come & time in which men in a society will fulfil
their different functions with as little rivalry and wrong-
doing to each other as memDbers of the human organisni
or the individual bees in a hive. But that time is Very

distant.”
« But you don’t mean to say,’ interpolated Ida

¢ that's all the anarchists wan
dear Miss Burton,” answered Blake,
hardly be two sections in one society
each other than the conserva-
to which I pelong, and the
bound to give them
{ from you three

(o

« | suppose, MY
¢ that there could
more bitterly opposed to
alism,
¢ alll that! feel
o demanc
f these discussions. I
pretaticn of the

tive school of Soci

But fo
atment as I had t
he beginning ©
vy, iy iy O inter
f their number- [ go for my informa-
of the more intelligent and educated
tlemen do no
ered by assassination.
at all—

anarchists.
as just tre
opponents ko
don't judge the
actions of & few o

the writings
1 find these gen

government temp
they advocate Do govemment

tion to
among them.
any form of
On the contrary,

t advocate
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the iti i
nOblz;b?(;ltlal)n of constituted authority. 1 think
: ; : 1 [
R thea ,and if I could find reasons for 1hn ‘lt =
” at all governments are inher it
aresay I should agree with them.” R

2 1 y )
]len ou put dOWn I red here i3 Sﬂid I(la
3y 3 # as

mild sort of anarchist ? *

“« Well i :
i e;lozt]l;}indlrxlr‘flfahsts are anarchists, if they
R Sph.ere Fu’ theory is that you shoulé ire
i thc.a “government, because no rfoverOt
B SO]ityar r1n,:, so well as could the incliaividufli
il OUt}'dor combined effort without a ¢
g ‘Govm e authlority. The indi‘.,ri.dualfly
e poss,ible : e;nment is bad ; let us have as litiTt
g = r Th.e latigs ljh? anarchist, ¢ No, let's havee
. r ehev.es that if you did away
ould be, if not angels, at e

healt
hy and wholesome animals any rate

admirably wi , who w
y without policemen or factor ould get on
y 1nspectors
’

Sta S p . 3y
fe ChOOlS or risons Ihe S()Clallst on t}le Ot]lEI

hand, do
es not fl '
evil in human n :( so high. He admits the existe
eliminatio ature, though he does not d i et
n. Meanwhile, he would mak .eSpalr of its
e 1t

ood -
good and difficult to do evil,” easy to do

“We all qui
quite agree to that,” said Morti
imer.

i Oh
y NO, ou 4.9
 Hand :eiﬁt don.t, answered Blake: ¢
instance, tryi reme views. There’'s D o
: : i
. Soéial.ymg to ride off on the plea thB“rtOD’ i
1 i ; !
s sm without socialists, and th L
with hi 1sts you won’t want Sociali o
= im that the individual man resm:
provement before the society e

u've
I quite agree
S a great deal
can be much better,’*
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n, for instance,” said
« You look to them for this reformation of
political power, to their growing
ce of trade union combina-

« Take your own working me

Dr. Burton.
gociety—to their use of
heir wise u
f the increased Wages; yet you
d times and flourishing
nd more

intelligence, to t
tion, to their wise use 0
know perfectly well that goo
trade mean for the most part more rum a

beer.”
] don't in the least deny,
got the English workmen eig
work and eight hours sleep, 2 8
eight hours play gnd ‘of their THEOHE wou
publichause.“
«Then I, for one,”

«don’'t propose to g0 wit
books and my

» suid Blake, * that if you
ht beb a day, eight hours
ood proportion of the
1d go in the

said Mortimer, emphatically,

hout my club and my bottle of

pictures, for such a result.”
't follow,” insisted Blake. stk

hibit the consumption of
to reduce the

claret, my

« But that result needn
is quite fensible, ot 4o PLo
alcohol, but, within half a gen
consumption by 50 PET cent, to 2
sive drinking, and to diminish toward
e insanity and crime due to
derful change in the c

eration,
Jmost extirpat
s the vanishing
drunkenness,
haracter

e exces-

point all th
and that without any won
of the people.”

« T simply don't b
21 Englishman i
e a thing ti

elieve it,” said Mortimer, coolly.
said Blake, laugh-
1l you see it, and

« Oh, you practic
dmit its

« You won't believ

ing.
thin it may take geveral years before you 2
existence. This particular thing has been done. It's
put a fact, demonstrated by experience.
tion of

no theory,

In Norway an per capita consump
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irits h
ll:) . as been reduced more than 50 i
st eighteen years.” P

it O
h, you mean the Gothenburg system ? »

“Yes, and tha :
t means little
tion of a sli 2 more than the a ;
problem iltg;n fiavouring of common sense tfci”“‘:}a-
. C-ha t_east I am not inclined to think that ,t “s
nge in the character of the people a i4133(
can n

ta 1
ken place in so short a time.” f 0

“ It might sui
it the Scandinavi
1t1 1) 5 avia ATYr YT i
sulting us,” said Mortimer ns very well without

“1 should not
propose to follow bli ,
the system as applied in Scandinzvi-;nsfuy the details of

6 “T 1
ShOuldP:[}];i t;e{ll_fus what you do propose,” said Id
E nk it you could really get the worki - I
ink half as much as they do nov oo
V!

ment would be w
orth ;
reformers.” all the energies of

that achieve-
a generation of

“I would apply j
S afl mistizty ill;sr;tlhat very socialist principle that
better attai A ely, that the publi :
ine ) 1c welfe
o dhby putting administration into t]?e ;re .
ave no private interests to ser dnfs‘
ve. In

Scandlna via the IEtalll g f Spl ts used
n 0 I1 to be in t}]e

h ndS p Y =
u 3
3 f Ur: s BTE
d ()f thaIlS W]l() O co sSe, w C eli actu

ated by the desi
B Wojiessui to m.ake the largest possible profi
» they tried to sell as much a Prc: 1
s possible.

The trad
e ha
§ now been put into the hands of
com-

panies, wh
» Who are not allowed to take as profit
more than

the same r.
¢ ate of interest
upon the capital
they provide

d be retur 6] l] f ey a(l investe e1lr
as w Ou]. L HEd t t et 1 th h n E) d h
t

money in th llatl na l} y a ot a l()w
L 0 ] de | ¥ The re not 1 d
e to

accumulate a re
serve larger than thei
their capi
pital.  The

P—

' observe t
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e of this is that the trade is now in the

consequenc
hout any change in their

hands of persons who, wit
individual characters, are without any motive to make
the trade more than pay its expenses. Any surplus
profits must go to objects of public utility, in which no

individual shareholder in the company can have any

private interest whatever, such as the establishment of
t of education, etc.

parks and museums, improvemen

The profits must not even be used to diminish taxation
or local rates. ‘Thus, you see, this mere mechanical
one gaining anything from making

change prevents any
is good for them.”

men drink more than
« So that the controllers of thetrade have 10 interest
in increasing temptations to drink ? ‘f_ lfs._a';d Ida :

« Exactly. Further, the managers of the pu}qlichouses
are given instructions to prevent heavy dtinking. Their
promotion depends upon their having emall sales and
heir credit. They ar€ instructed not
to serve any one who appears the worse for liquor, and
it is to their interest to cefuse. They are told not to
allow children in the publichouses, and it is to their
interest to obey- They are told to supply food and non-
and, to induce them to push these, they
mmission upon the sale of these articles:

sults follow. 3

not large ones tot

intoxicants,
are given a co
The natural re
d Ida, « that under
ficult for a man to
se, and that, in fac
temperance agent."

and (15 want Ve to
¢ ally - ItS simply

these circumstances
get too much to
t, each of these

«] see,’ sai
it would be very di
drink at a publichou
publicans becomes &

« That is just what happens:
hat there is DO magic in it 2
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a common sense piece of Sociali
) 1sm. I don’ 1
. ; n't sti
hat the details should be applied to our country pll)lliti
7, bu

contend that the application of the general princip]
1ple

must have a similar r i
esult. It is not alteri
tering huma
n

natuie. It. is simply taking account of the fact tl
Eeope are in the main influenced by selfish consid d
n;(lni.mlfbyou have a system under which all drinl e
i ri:i::oziiwho have a str-ong pecuniary motive
e e thj;m Ozrt r?;t; atsilposslble V;‘i'[hiﬂ their doors,

. e street full
iﬁ::;i;iosoon as possible, you don't \:inihizp’bza:
gl Ee;rt;:l; riou ‘;;Hy :avelta drunken population
e : 7 u alter the system «
re;u::ot:;:s \:oglk all the other way, y}:nu \-viquO::jrf
R s, Df :)W emhto reasonable limits, and in a
- g ;)f, tth ough you may have excess, you
il thous:ands of hopeless drunkards to
municipalise the publ?{:thlguingtlan? o

: ; , to place
;:i;k::hg:c dzli.nks 1fnder the loial got\ifl;nrit;:tminoi
i nr:lo Lﬁec.l In any way that the elector',t
ay desire.” ity

“B .
y Jove!” said Dr :
could be done. o v

<-shops

I begin t

> . 0 see what
o) mu:;crir;flht 1mlz;tke the gin palace a real

club, whic}t i

poorer cl S,
k" hou;sses what they so much want and whil:retfth'c
S ¢an never provide—a place, light and e
3 warm

and attractive
, where they could h
. @ co-operative restaurant.” ave rest and comfort ;

“ Without the sli .
g ghtest dlfﬁcult 1] .
without tl’ansforming human nati;e said Blake' “and

remember But you must

that this is Socialism of the worst kind |
nd !
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You would be interfering with the vested right of the
publican to make a profit by creating, fostering and
pandering to the vices of his fellow men! You would
be interfering with the divine right of the free English-
man to get ‘as drunk as a lord,” as the significant
phrase goes! You would be placing a great trade in
the hands of bureaucrats, and all the rest of it ! Don’t
all your theoretical objections disappear
e test of any actual experiment [l

enthu-

you see how
when brought to th

«1 admit that I was rather carried away by
siasm,” said Dr. Burton, «and that there may be
objections I did not see. It might have the effect of
bringing about corruption in municipal politics. Sup-
pose one party took as its election cry a reduction in
the price of drink, or the rescinding of the resolution

that half-tipsy customers should not be served ? ™

«T don't think that you ca
the throats of an unwilling people any more
can, as experience has shown, enforce prohibition upon
a people that wants to drink. I assume that there is a
very general and widespread desire to

There are a great many pro
y men would approve of such

de as 1 propose. fof EVELY one who
f liquor altogether. If that be
n, I am not afraid of the

n ram this system down
than you

stop excessive
drinking. hibitionists in
this country, but then fift
regulation of the tra
would prohibit the sale o
the state of public opinio
abuses you suggest. If they did take place, as of coursje
they conceivably mig d at least be this
advantage: the abuses
as abuses by the majority of the e
have the power to enforce thei

them.”

ht, there woul
would ultimately be recognized
lectorate, which would

r opinion and rectify

B e

|
|
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wt L] z
& lFor my part,” said Mortimer, “frankly, I don't
- . J n
e least objection to that sort of Socialism pro ‘dsze
, vided,

of course, that ;
you don’t rob t . .
trade.” hose at present in the

@ :
é for’Ii‘?:r;;:i :mght possibly quarrel,” answered Blake
1 g Bst rnfzrtl:;t we ?a‘;e very different notion;

_ ; * part, I would give the pres
fhuelic;ilse:liree yearsi notice of the change, am?r:l&g:

B noo run th.en‘ businesses until the end of that
ChOS;’ . handrzzre lrlcenses would be issued; or, if t}
ik talfr d.t once': such houses as the munici-
i e, m' which case the publican might

e pIensatL’on ifor his three years’ los%b of

know as well as, I diO\: t i’;l‘:kle g |

but by general public ggtiiZniEttled b

very sudden change without du‘e

opinion, be at once unfair and jne

let the publican b
lackmail
municipality ail the mu

ey

, which you

y you or me,
I only suggest that a

warning would, in my

x%)e.dient. I wouldn't

- nicipali

evict the publican at a rflf);:?;tzox:oljzetﬁe

“ Then,” sai :
en,” said Mortimer, «

el you talk like a reasonable

and we coul
d, no doubt, come to an agreement,”

“Now,” said Bl

. ake, “wh

i . » “what I have said

bz dorﬂ:r:ade is after all only an example 2} jlbout o

w

e p:)t;rm;mbfsrleSS other cases. Taking thea}:ocofﬂd

R s 'I?}l; nstance. You leave that to indj l'ljmg
; e results we know., You say pl 'wl e

ainly to

a man, ‘ Here's a busi
usiness on whi . -
customs, health and gk uch the life, habits and
’

fh'e Population depend. Go in
it.” Now, you know that mak;

dec.ency and morality of
to it and make money at
ng money at it, which is

i
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the object of the house proprietor, entails giving him a
direct interest in cramming as many human beings as
he can into the least and worst accommodation, and
thus creating conditions under which angels would
I contend that the state of

become worse than beasts.
ssible outcome of

the housing of the poor is the only po
this individualist system. It is no use railing at the
In their place we should be no better. If
I had a row of tenements on which I ought, to keep
them decent, to expend a couple of hundred pounds in
repairs, and wanted that money to send my wife, who
was dying of consumption, to winter in Madeira, I
should send my wife to Madeira, and let my tenants go
to the devil. My care for my wife would not be a bad,
but a good thing. What is bad is putting me in a
position in which I am faced with an overwhelming
temptation to prefer the interests of one person dear to
me to that of hundreds of other helpless people.”

individuals.

» said Mortimer, ©you must
lenty of laws, most of
passed by the Conservatives, t0
e working classes. You
State department
king classes in

¢« But, my dear fellow,’

know very well that there are p

them, I am glad to say,
deal with the housing of th
surely don’t mean to suggest that a
should take the re-housing of the wor

hand?”
iculous those laws are ? About
ne of the periodical outcries

on this question- Sensations were got up by enter-
prising journalists ; 2 Royal Commission appointed, and

The outcome of it all was a law which gave the

so on. :
poor man the right to bring a civil action for damages

« Do you know how rid
ten years ago there was 0
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against the landlord if h
family h 1t he could prove that ,
of thgdszllﬁuﬂered in health from the insanithe iy tion again,” said Mor-
ing at the time of his taking up hi ari state
1s abode in

it j
It sounds most just, does'nt it ?

«wAh! here I scent confisca

timer.

« I admit the soft impeacl
r anot
the property
morality O

caid Dlalkes Con-
ou see.

hment,”’
her there must be, ¥
owners confis-
f a much

knows the But :
T B anvyo P
eal condition of the parties knOWSBﬂne who
1at such

a form of redress i
ssis a farce
k : g alhe

a:;: th?flaw; if he did, he has no nz)cc)}or Heu) Hoeen't
n; if he h : ney

or his childrenﬁa%’. fie COulldn t prove what his tvphoj
e s diphtheria was due to. E 1‘ yphoid

e L X

pendous effort at legislation, our :jlusted v
! ers rest

satisfied, and nothi
y ln m
for the last decade‘,,g ore has been heard of the matter

fiscation of one kind o

Under the present system
cate the health, cleanliness and
Suppose that my proposal does
ould confiscate property sO abused,
f property that are liable to
e of the disinherited.
if instead of
your head

to bring an

larger class. mean
that the sufferers sh
and disregard the rights o
Beh apuse? 1 am on the sid
And so would you be too, my dear fellow,

s in the

Temple} muddling
would go and look/for your-
ad yhull/[[Dpg't deal with
' gt push away all

sitting in chamber
with musty law cases, you
self at the facts of society rod
these things at second hanfy); Don
f them, but enq'liirel'fo"r_fyp'urself. Then
hat if you Jon't come round to
far as theories are€ concerned,
as 1 should on any

h the sacred rights

13 !
It can’t be true,” said Ida

i But lt i«s tru 5
e, Miss Burt
you that he k urton.  Your broth ;
are 'housed i:":'s many people who at thi :r ;:m tell
good enough P manner which no man S0 Omfant
or a valuable dog, and th tuth think
Y e

being rui :
ned in bod y
conditions.” y and mind by their material
1a

consideration 0
I'll stake my existence t
my way of thinking as
e the same way

you would vot
to interfere wit

practical proposition

Y it t . .
] i
e Oug » SS| t d ur
e a rue en assente X on

13 NOW I .
’ Yy those ¢ dits
whole of the p onditions are bad, b
—— g’_ohves which actuate the l’an;fﬂuse the
they are. 1 firectly prompt them to lea ords and
. i :
state of thin th;ler say that you will ome t;ungs a.s
kinds of Sociflisny tl;.; application of one );fattsr this
) . ither y e two
propert you must, : ;
y in the hands of its bgsunt ;:j]:: leaving the
rs, enforce a

prDPer care .
iy of it by the action of th
1on, ﬁnes, and so on, o e State thr
y O

el :
using business into the hands

ough
else you must put the
of the municipality.”

) &

CHAPTER XVL
d for the last

HEN the three friends assemble
\lf time in Dr. Burton’s smoking-room, Ida said
that she was not half done with the questions
which she had to ask. DBut Blake insisted that their

meetings must now end.
¢ only to give you some

and to remove the
vent people

he said,
he matter,
ceptions which pre

«T have tried,”

general ideas about t

prejudices and miscon
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caring to make any study of the subject
fuﬂ?tffed what I have said you should‘
position to prosecute the subject for :
should not, at any rate, find your enery?Jllrs
ti;e outset by the conviction that the \gvlfes
?Ors;;i pa;ftodox or a wild nightmare. I can do no 1

h u must do the rest yourselves.” i

If you hav‘e
ow be in g
elVes, YOu
paralysed at
10le thing is an

“But I want so ;
me advice from
rou, Mr. i
303, I want to know f d}o r. Blake,” said
]

work,” and how to set to

1
Wantlezre It can very easily help you.
E - ag;e to know anything wortl
your,seu Wh:tnfh rate, read very little,
e e f;;cts of life are, and see if my theories
e hey o n.ot, I most earn
Al r the theories, not the fact
o r:;:s to be true myself, because my
Ak the:rt afford the most satisfactory ex
are to be found.”

e .
There is one ver
Burtc.n, “

If you really
1 knowing, don’t
Go and see for

estly beg of you
s. I believe the
experience tells
planation of the

1 b youyhserlous fact, at least,” said Dr.
aVe not directly explained—the

constantly recurri
: Ing periods of j ;
about which b Industrial depression,

“Yet the ion i
b Blakzxpla‘.‘n;tlon 1s, after all, excessively simple, "
for instance f;"om e period of good trade a;
Prices are }’u'gh aljgg o o9k Well, what haPP‘;HS;
demaud, g frlr profits are good, there is a brisl;
; futacturers and merchants can manage

ily t i
.they are in busine};s Ov?z(:hlteve g g roin
» ViZ., to make mone
y. Now, take
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any trade and see what results—what must result—
when industry is being regulated, or rather not regu-
lated, by anything but the p ursuit of wealth on the part
of those who have the means for producing it e e
suppose the boot trade is in a flourishing condition.
Prices are good, and the more pairs of boots a manu-
facturer can make the quicker will he accumulate a

He naturally sets all his productive forces at

fortune.
He works

work. He crams his factory full of hands.

his men overtime. He borrows money and increases

his plant. He lays in large stocks of material, lest
their price should go up owing to the improvement in
e trade. In fact, math'a lively remembrance of the
d of depression he has just gone through, he
¢ make hay while the sun shines.’
s doing this. Every other

perio
strains every nerve to

But it is not he alone who 1
e trade is busy in the same way.

he business, and fresh
eir businesses

manufacturer in th

There is money to be made in t
The ingenious turn th
into limited companies, and attract fresh capital.

can easily be foreseen. It

The result of all this
d springs quite naturally from the
The means of production

I should not like to hazard

uess as to the number of millions of pairs of boots
d out by the trade when work is in

full swing, but it 18 quite certain that the number would
be far in excess of any possible effective demand by t-he
This over-supply produces results quite
tly intelligible. The demand, how-
been, is satisfied—is glutted—
leable even at cost price

men start in it.

is inevitable, an

conditions we all recognize.

are enormously powerful.
ag
that could be turné

population.
inevitable and perfec

ever brisk it may have

stops. Boots become unsa
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;- the stocks of bankrupts, who have made the
miscaleulations, flood the market. Wages are re;mrSt
gnd hands dismissed, a fact which in itself again re iucedL
the demand for boots, Now multiply our si;ﬁle ins(t S
of the boot trade by all the trades in exister?ce : ?'lnce
that there is floating in society a stupendous g

: amount
capital, energy and labour ready to throw t -

o ‘ . : hemselves
frenzied haste into any business that promises the

Ieast < Ild y()u W l h.a. € 110 ﬁic l Y In u er-
SUCCGQS, a lI V dl ult nd
Standlllg tha.t ]ndustl’lal Crises m ?
st recur 1
ust Il a soclet
whose PIOdllCter pOWCIS are enOrlIIOUS, H.Ild are totan)

unregulated by any re .
ety Yy regard for the necessities of that

L Hum h .! ” -
Bouh PThensald Dr. Burton, that does seem clear
you regard these terrific oscillations

of trade as bein
. a perr .
Badustry 2 - € @ permanent feature in modern

#The
industryybaie'tne':cessary concomitants of capitalistic
» but 1t is evident that the
i co i
by proportioning means to ends.” § 0110 e obviated

LB T i
_ at means State Interference again | exclaimed
113 H ¢
Mortimer, « Ag if the State could know more about the

conditions of the b
oot trade than the e
ok mploye
have been engaged in it all their Jives | 7

13 L +
€L us see, now,” said Blake,

beyond the reach of iy it i

human ingenuity to arrive at the

bhow i

e matt:ly pairs c?f boots the population will require
flng'd € next six months? Such things are done

every day, In the Army, for instance, the number of
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pairs of ammunition boots annually required are esti-
mated quite closely enough for practical purposes.
What can be done for 100,000 men can be done for
40,000,000 men, women and children.”

“Very well,” said Mortimer, grudgingly, “I admit
that some sort of rough estimate might be made.”

¢« The less rough the better,” said Blake. ¢ But any
estimate, however faulty, must be better than wild and
unregulated guesses. Then I suppose you'll grant that
it is equally possible to estimate the boot-producing
power of the trade as at present equipped ? Very well.
You can’t mean to tell me that it is impossible to bring
demand and supply into something like the right pro-
portions. And that’s the whole story.”

« But I don’t want to have two pairs of Government
boots a year served out to me, as Tommy Atkins has,”

objected Mortimer.

« But there must be a happy mean between that sort
of iron regulation of supply and the present chaotic
anarchy, and that happy mean should be the aim.
Personally I can bear with equanimity the notion of
your having but a limited supply of ready-made boots,
chould it come to that, if I know that the slight

inconvenience to you will save some of your fellow

countrymen the horrors of these terrible fluctuations in

employment. In fact, if I might venture to give you

some of the advice Miss Burton asked for, I should

suggest that you will find it easier to understand these

you could bring yourself for a moment to

questions if
| standpoint and take the

abandon the purely egotistica

patriotic one.”’
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*“You see, Mr. Mortimer,” said Ida, «it may be th
duty of a patriot not only to die for his country, but ;
wear ill-fitting boots for it.” , i

“Chaffing apart,” said Blake, I am quite serj
whef’x I say that the richer class must learn that ?Ius
_sacrlﬂce of what they consider harmless luxuries "f
Jjust as.much the duty of a citizen as incurring dan :
anfi Privation in a battle-field. If there was anot}tjelr
Crimean War, Mr. Mortimer would be only too anxiojr
t.o 80 and wear brown paper boots in the trenches an:
live on horse-flesh, on behalf of his country. I h (
seen the English gentleman campaigning, and .am rezc‘i’re
to bear my witness that he stands its hardships witiy
pez;lfect cheerfulness, If you could only get them t;

il;njz;:t.:nfett;tl.ttlevery;English winter in times of peace
e Tl?h 1tion of the horrors of Sebastopol and
engage(i.in ’ de .glvreat mass of your countrymen, sir, are
gl aily struggle for life and aj] that makes
’ ‘I, against want and pestilence, famine and
ppres'smn. The day will surely
your like, who stand
and think me and m
teering in that cam
same feelings that

' come when you and
ldl_y by and watch it with a sneer,
y 1.11{6 confounded fools for volun-
paign, will be regarded with the
it you would now have for a man who

ntry’s hour of danger would deliberately prefer

to stop at home in his i
. club with hi
his patent-leather boots,” e

s Ui)on my soul, my dear fellow,” said Mortimer, 1
ver looked at thege things in this light before.” ’

altC‘I l::ow that perfectly well, and I know that it’s not
Bether your fault, At least it was not, until you had

an opportunity of hearing me talk about it. It is my
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good fortune to be able to speak to you in language
you can understand. But, now that you do understand,
you know as well as I do that there are no words to
express your baseness if you shirk your share in the
conflict.”

¢« But, Mr. Blake, what are we to do? What can we
do ? " asked Ida.

¢“] am in a better position than most preachers, at
any rate,” answered Blake, * for I can tell you to do not
what I preach, but what I practise. You can each of
you throw ali your influence and energy on the side—I
was going to say of the working classes, but I don’t
quite mean that, for you would often find yourselves
in apparent opposition to them—on the side of truth in
these matters. And to get at the truth you must go to
the fountain head. You must get out of the club and
the study and the drawing-room, where, after all, you
are as far removed from the realities of the present as
if you were in the mummy-cases of the British Museum.
You must get your hearts and your heads and your
arms and your legs free of the mummy-cloths that wrap
you round so tightly that you can't act, or see, or hear,
Then you'll find plenty of scope for the
faculties you may have got. Go out
and I haven't any fears for the

or even feel.
exercise of any
and see for yourselves,
result.
is very lit
of your own class, a

tle that you can do for the people that are not
nd tell the people in the clubs and

drawing-rooms what you have seen, and get them to
do the same. What has to be done after all is to alter
opinion upon these matters, as fast as possible. And

every one of you can help to do that.”

i

Then, if you like, come back, for after all there ;
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“But 1s that all one can do? ™ asked Ida,

there any practical work to which one could
oneself ?

% Tsn't
devote

“Plenty of it, but you'll find it for vourself if you go
out and look for it. But it’s a very thankless task, and
a \.rery hard one. Besides, many people have c’loser
f:lalms upon them that they cannot disregard. But
influencing public opinion is possible to every one wi-th-
‘out going an inch out of his wa i

“’ljhat may be very well for you, Mr. Blake,” said
Mortimer. “ You've got the knowle

/ dge and the enthu-
‘s1asm, and the force of character,”

”]3.0 you mean that you haven’t?” said Blake
laughing, «Isn't that rather a pitiable :

confession ?
All that you want is the knowledge. If :

you would go

13
What on earth do You mean ? " agked Mortimer

I mean, if you'll allow me tq put it frankly, that

You have conformed, and
your natural force. If you
ter of other men's opinions,
of customary beliefs, and try
S, you'll find that these will
able you to hold your own.

‘conformity is the death of
will come out from the shel
of accepted traditions and
to form your own opinion
Brow strong enough to en
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There never was man yet who could convince others
till he had convinced himself.”

“ And you are convinced yourself ? " Mortimer asked,

1 am sure as a man can be of anything that what I
have been trying to explain to you people these last
few weeks contains the root of the matter, and I know
that the ideas I have expressed will at no very distant
date be accepted as the basis of society. What is the
alternative ?”

¢ Well,"” said Mortimer, ““ I suppose that it is possible
to conceive that there may be a change and growth
without such a reverse of the wheel as would bring the
working class on top, and subvert all our ideas to suit
their notions and agree with their interests ? ”

It may be theoretically conceivable,” replied Blake,
“but you know very well that there’s not the least
chance of it. As to the subversion of our ideas, it
seems to me that all these changes in their ideal stage
have already been accepted. It is where the practical
application of them goes against, not our reasons, but
our prejudices and interests, that the opposition .to
them appears. You will see what I mean if you will
think for a moment what is the tendency of all the
books that people read.”

« Do you mean fiction ? " asked Ida.
read nothing but that.”

«Yes. Fiction represents, not society as it is, but
society as most people would like it- to be. ; Take the
subject in which you yourself are particularly interested.

In the stories you find characters actuated by noble
Anybody who judged our

¢ Most people

and generous impulses.
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f:ivili?.ation from the characters in current fiction woulg
1magnl1e that mercenary marriages, class pride, th
worship of convenience and convention, the cont’em :
for honest labour, the greed for wealth got at the copt
of -any suffering on the part of others, were thinS
\ivhu:h, in the rare cases in which they appeared in regi
life, met with universal reprobation. All young pers a‘
sympathise with the heroes and heroines ori,' ﬁctions
They would like to live like them and be like th C:”'
But after some real experience of the world thev gnil
that under the actual circumstances our instit} .

: utions
make that sort of behaviour tog painful to be bor

ne.”

(13
¢ Then you mean to say,” said Mortimer, ¢ that you
uppose p.eople would like in real life to carry out th
high-falutin notions they read about ? 3

ke

g iInSmt-ean‘ that. those high-falutin notions represent
sy mctl-ve wishes of the readers much better than
sy t;fl}:r:::;lonls. that_obtain the mastery in their daily
- thoughtsveflst writes what people are thinking, and
- Sornng on otne generation become realizable in
o lext. The fact is that our every-day

€ against our natures, and we feel this very
are young and have not
of the world’s slow stain.’
: s, but you can alter the
utions which warp and distort

suffered from ¢ the contagion
You won't alter our nature
conventions and instit
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asked to choose a profession would unhesitatingly
declare for that of a pirate, but with grown-up men

"

too.

“That comes from the same sort of thing,” said
Blake. ¢ The utter absence of excitement and adven-
ture in their lives sends them to fiction to supply the
want. The late laureate was a most popular writer,
and one of his most popular poems was Ulysses, but
could anything be remoter from the daily experience of
those who mouth its lines 7 "

«That only means,” said Mortimer, ‘that we all
want to be better and greater than we are.”

« Than we are allowed to be, you mean, It is the

pressure of outward circumstance, as well as our own
weakness of will, that stops us. I suppose we'll all
admit, cynic and doctor alike, that happy human love
is one of the best things in the world, and that most
young people have a very vivid notion of its desirability.
Can you tell me why it is that they so seldom get it ?
Surely not because they don’t want it, but t‘hat their
circumstances make it unnecessarily difficult of attain-
ment.”

“ And you think that in the same way,” said Ida,
«the longing for all the noble possibilities of Socialism
in all of us who are not jaded and worn out.”

«] am sure of it. You will find the young every-
where siding with the new order, and they do it not
from want of experience, but because their perceptions
have not been dulled and their desires cramped. The
creed of middle age has no chance against that of youth

is present

in affecting the future.”
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W in a f.u-trure which is distant, anq
d ever so little by our efforts ?

answered Blake, “we must work and hope,
‘always that we are only at the beginning
of man’s real development, and be content
%m that the utmost that we can achieve
nothing more than a promise of that brighter
As certain also of your own poets have said,
t be satisfied

*“" To trace love's faint beginnings in mankind,

> know even hate is but a mask of love's,

see a good in evil, and a hope

ill success ; to sympathise, be proud

half reasons, faint aspirings, dim

truth, their poorest fallacies,

th a touch of nobleness, despite
“error, upward tending all though weak,

da, “we must work and wait to bring

:



