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- Proletarian

*HE PROLETARIAN REVIEW
is offered to the working class
in the hope that it may assist
them in their efforts to under-
stand the system which enslaves them.
The Marxian method of thought being
alone capable of satisfactorily explaining
the antagonisms of Capitalism and their
outeote; T HHE PROLETARIAN RE
VIFEW is accordingly uncompromisingly
1S Marxist, and will endeavor to interpret

1 1 the developments of contemporary so-

ciety from this standpoint. In grappling

with the fundamental problems of the
; working class, it hopes to arous¢ a morc
| * intelligent interest in those problems on
the part of its readers, and to stimulate
them to study and to thought. Tt will re-
commend sound working-clags literature
to the working-class student, and should
it succeed in increasing the reading of
the proletarian classics it will not have
been in vain.

THE PROLETARIAN REVIEW
apens its columns to contributions in line
1 with its proletarian standpoint. It wel-
v comes questions from its readers upon

i adt A

Comment

matters of working-class interest, and
will set aside a part of its space for the

purpose of answering them. A limited
space will also be set aside for brief cor-
respondence.

Karl Marx once wrote that “phil-

1
£
-

osophers have only interpreted the world
differently, but the point is to change it."
The working class will change the capi-
talist world, when, with the aid of the
proletarian philosophy, they understand
it aright. “To understand means to
overcome.” But to overcome one must
first have understood. It is in the certair
knowledge of this that THE PROLE-
TARIAN REVIEW starts upon its way.

THE CLASS STRUGGLE IN AUS-
TRALIA. i

The ultimate decision as to whether _
Capitalism or Communism shall contral
the world will not be made in Australia.
A Commuuist Europe and America will
mean a Communist Australia, whether
the proletariat of this country likes it or
not: but the reverse by no means neces-
sarily applies. Although this is a m
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tion the unorganised, unskilled workers,
‘and to release the unskilled organised ip .
the Trades Unions from their bondage to
" the reactionary upper layers of the work
_ ing-class, « The struggle for. revolution-
*ary Industrial Unionism is a factor for
¢ the development _of Communist clearing
and for the grasping of the might.”

THE LIMITATIONS OF INDUS-
TRIAL UNIONISM.

But, although a factor, Tndustrial
. Dnionism is not, the Burcau of the Third
Taternational tells us, the decisive factor
“in the cgﬂquest of power by the -workers.
“The concept: that Tndustrial Unionism
alone is necessary for the conquest of
Capitalism must be decisively rejected. It
is sheer. Utopia to imagine that all the
workers,. or: an overwl ing  majority,
can be organised in Industrial Uniens
under Capitalist conditions,
The upper layers of t vorking-class,
being the impulse of 1 rism [the ereed
ofthe Labor Party], v ceessarily Te-
ject revolutionary Indusirial Unionism;
while the lower layers wiil not move very
rapidly until thrown inic action_hy the
_ impact of the revolution 1f. Moreover,
the concept that the wo s under Capi-
talism must, in their Industrial Unions,
~acquire the experience -hnical man-
agement of industry, wing into’, the
new society. by the Tndustrial Unions’
gradual acquisition of industrial control,
s identical (although inverted in form)
with the proposals of Parliamentary So-
~cialism—that  the class must
gradually ‘grow into’ Socialism hy ac-

‘the last twenty
n of the Austra-
steadily worse.
plete shipwreck

ECONOIIIKL

wiorki

- ‘absorbing’ control of the bourgeois:
state,  [tach concept, in its own way, 1€
~ jeets the fundamental problem of the re-
volutionary conquest of State POWEL.
- The Third International, since its forma-
~ tion in 1919, has all along laid it down
- that Mass Action and Soviets were the
~means to the Dictatorship of the Prale-
t"?.l"iat. Under the protection of the S_o'
vict Dictatorship, however, “Industrial
Unionism comes actually to function in
- the economic reconstruction of society 01
~a Communist hasis; and the stronger the
7 ‘Industrial Unions, the easier the process
0 ac-  of reconstruction.”

quiring experience of State affairs and

«  Prussian
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CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS.

 Jowe 15, 1920,

Whatevér the role of Industrial Union-
ism and other things, there can be no
doubt about the paramount importance
to the workers of proletarian education.
For the workers to he CONSCIOUS of
the present situation of their CLASS,
how it grew out of the past, and whither
it tends in’the future, that is what really
matters. In this respect, there are some
encouraging signs. Among others, one.
In Melbourne, there is plainly discernible
among the more revolutionary elements
a new seriousness to supplement thein-
stinct of olt with a sound knowledge
of scientific Socialism. Some of those

The German Revolution
(By ASE) e

{Translated from the “Esperanto Internacia Socia Revue.)

following article was written by
t, and refers to Germany, the
f the failure of the proletariat
iing more than a bourgeois
~ as a Socialist government,
of names, be applied to
statement that the Seocial De-
of Germany spent its energies
ng-class education, but in obtain-
1 mbership, a large number
in Parliament, a :«lpurﬁmal
in phrase-mongering, is
the Socialist Party of America,
rtics of England, and the Lahor
Party of Australia. They have sufficiently de-
monstrated by their acts during the war that,
in the cvent of similar conditlons to those in
Germany, these parties will act as bclray(:rs of
the working class—Translated by E. 5.
Hanks.

REVOLUTION IN GERMANY!

WILHELM: EXPELLED!

Workmen's and soldiers’ Soviets ! Prus-
sian militarism destroyed! Long live the
International! Se, indeed, Germany ap-
peared during November, 1918. But. a
year has passed, and we can see that
everything was lies, imposture on the
proletariat. The Soviets have disap-
peared, or were suppressed. The new
militarism is more arrogant
than the old. And Wilhelm returns—
but no, pardon me, it is not Wilhelm: it
is Ebert, However, the name is unim-

mocrat
_natan w
H‘Ig an ci

. the wa

scientific.

Let th
studies, and induce

persi
study
5. In this
in Australia as elsewh v
powerful vanguard of pr
able of*directing that
come shall forever ma
world round, of all misery
is slavery, exploitation, and C
Tappy he who is called to share in_
dsuhlime battle and has fit 1imsel
DEB0: ; !

portant. Both- play the role of
benefactors—just rulers. The
-ference is that Ebert has wide

nity. And anew begin pogroms
cialists—in the name of the |
Government. ot

But why? How could that te
imposture  occur? That Eﬁgﬂéﬁ-‘ :
tion ? : :

Tt will not help to grieve
sent conditions, to compla
among Socialists. It will no
sult the Socialist renegades
govern in Germany. We mus
facts objectively. ~The hea
failure of the revolution c
heen possible if the
had had'a revolutionary.
lies the cause. Before th
German  Secial — Dem
labored to get a gre:
large number of 1
liament. It left
proletariat in a_
nursed a superfici
the phrase-my

This had

the  pha
Fatherl
not stron|




was favorable to
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the cream—of
, become 7 free.
their labors came

hese timely circum-
f the whole nation
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not ‘poésible so long as every pro-

rgent necessity. And for this convie-
‘e must aim and aspire. The Soviet
tern is the obvious aim of the prole-

ariat. [ts definite form is not yet indis-

utably clear, but onc thing is certain: It
%rst requires an educated proletariat, not
educated according to bourgeois methods,
but educated according to new prole-
tatian culture. Its principle is enlighten-

proletariat. ment according to economic and political
prelude to the requitements, the knowle of the pro-
courred. But  cess of production in the 2t indus-
fieciuse “the tres, the harmomsing of all ccanomit
conditions' to national—indeed erna-

tional—well-being.
It is not possible to diffe
tween economic and pglitica
Every great cconomic st
every political moves
“effects. Because the eco
of the workers aim a ;
themselves and weakening the cxnl
till they deémand full socialisation

How-

military

And political aiming ) r the
proletariat is accompanic sire
t entered the to be economically free.

It was the  The coming revolution whict give
power to the proletariat will « con-
quer when the majority of the working
class understand the necessity for self-

education and the need of subtil know-
ledge concerning cconomic functions.

Of no use are phrases such as” “All
power to the Soviets!” Learn and learn,
so that every proletarian can function s
u member of a Soviet. Only that way can
We conguer.

tions under which he has developed. Just
as individual consciousness is determined
by environment, so is social conscious-
ness, if I may be pardoned the expression.

'!_:hel widest sense, as including the pre-
Ea_rtgl_an_d post-natal circumstances of an
individual in the first case, and of an
epoch in the second, ;

is not thoroughly convinged of ]

And the term “environmient” is used in:

i
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The PRQ

According to the materialistic concep-
tion of history, then, all social progress is
due to the material environment, work-
ing, it is true, through and by means of
the minds of men, and NOT to the
autonomous indeterminism of those minds
themselves.

Further, of all the material factors
which influence social growth, the most
important during historic times is the
cconomic—that is, the manner in which
wealth is produced and distributed chiefly
influences the character of the religious,
moral, political, and judicial beliefs and

institutions of a given historic  epoch.
This docirine is, therefore, sometimes
spolern . economic determinism, and
seems =t times to be confused with the

oncept—that of historical ma-

borne in mind in what fol-

lows, of course, that I am not so much
attempiing to prove as to define and
characterise. The 'sojourn of mankind on
this planet may be divided into twao
epochs , that unfathomed abyss
of time 1w which he climbed slowly
the long th leading into the purview
of history ie epoch of primitive Com-
munis the second, the relatively short

but tempestuous voyage which history
contemplates. Purely PHYSICAL con-
ditions—soil, climate, etc.—were of chief
importance during prehistoric and com-
munistic times, purely economic condi-
tions during historic and private property
times. In those early stages of human
existence it might be roughly said that
there were no economic conditions— that
society existed in a wholly PHYSICAL
environment. No economic basis was in-
terposed hetween Nature and * society.
Tools, etc., were insignificant. Man tool
almost directly from Nature what he
could, being very dependent on her
caprices. 1 do not mean to say that ques-
tions of food supply, ete., were unimpor-
tant to primitive man. Rather the re-

directly frc

bodily food, ete
property there w
therefore, the moral,
institutions were comp
ficant, for these are chi
private property. Kin B
nexus, and classes were u
wealth was so small as
more than maintain all Wl
gaining it. This shows ec
minism in its negative asp
are impossible where - produ
small. But this stage was in
grown. The kinship bond was bra
the upgrowth of private property (g
in the form of flocks and h

classes formed. Betimes, handic .
arated from agriculture. Merchants
money-lenders -appeared, an
found itself in the rapids of ﬁém
sordid commercialism. Iiver new met
of production were discovered
fabulous increase of wealth
This wealth, or the conditions
duction and distribution, exer
termining influence on human
and action. Tt was itself due
part, to an increasing control over
This implies, in converse, th
influence on man and society
decreasing. As this increasing
of Nature is applied mainly
productivity, new econom
tween men result from 1
react on the thoughts a
already existing. Taking
view of human development,
seem that, for the mo
ideas, and such (s:ﬁg}?
monial and juridical id
no connection  with
originated in the pri
pendently of ec n%ﬁlq
above indicated d W
physical conditions

verse. But where (as here) it is a mat-

ter of APPROPRIATION of wealth, The main portion of
yather - than. PRODUCTION, the  ete, beliefs and Sis
ECONOMIC relations that arise are those emanati

‘those between men and Nature rather developed in th

“than between man and man. And it is ed

these latter that form the content of ‘The

economics. * PHIYSICAL Nature, there- .




possibility
more than is
tenance, canni-
vould then be
oner to work
product. The
~of canni-
reflection
So - with

soon
the “social con-

of Marxian

of history—a generic

“in the

) ter-revolutionary attitude is

» Wwere no better than the most
and reactionary unions of Legien in Ger-

. many. Even now, two years after we

the expense even of re
eterminism operates i
mitive times, and directly on the whol
ciety. Economic determinism operate
n historic times, and indircctly  througl

{ruths gives us the materialistic
term d
pliysical AND economic determinism.

The economic thread must be
throurh all historic mazes and
By its aid only can we explain
and revolutions that tale pla
gious, moral, judicial, and polii
and institutions. So, in explaniig the

ideas, customs, etc., of primiti oples;
we must look mainly to thei: 1Y ST
(CAL environment : climate, s catiomn; S
etc. Of course, these latter litions
cperate to a certain (though di :hing)
extent during historic times, must
be ‘always ‘considered in histaric  re
search.

Parliaments and Reactionary
Unions

(By Nicolai Lenin.)

crats, the Kautskys, and the rest of the
renegades of Socialism. We participated
reactionary, purely Menshevist
labor unions, which, as far as their coun-
concerned,
villainous

have seized the power of the State, our
truggle against the remains of the Men-
shevist labor unions—that is, the unions
of the order of Scheideman, Gompers,
18 not yet over, so long and weary

0cess, so strong -is in  various

the influ

we comprised a minority in
minority in the unions and
”‘l}:_t_!;f;i  work,

he classes of which all lais_t;ln'ic societie i
re composed.  The recognition of these =

ence of the petty bourgeois

s

Eul ot

quest of political power—we
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drew

over to our side

the majority, <

in all the labor organisations, later also sk

in such organisations in which not only
warkers were represented, and finally also
i1 the petty bourgeois organisations.
Only knaves and fools ean believe that
the proletariat must win the majority in
¢lections taking place under the pressure
of the hourgeoisie, under the pressure of
wage slavery, and only then ‘seizc ‘the

n

power. This is the height of narrowness
and hvpocrisy. Tt'is the attempt to sub-
stitute for the class struggle and the Re-
voluti clections under the old social
ard idor the old - ‘government. The
pre ariat conducts its  class  struggle
without waiting for a vote for the begin-
ni t although for the full suc-
ces ¢ strike the sympathy of the
m of the workers—and conse-
quently also of the majority of the popu-
laticn——is negessary. The proletariat car=

oht and overthrows: the bour-
1t waiting: for any prelimi-
hich the bourgeoisie itsell
) and which takes place under
ressure), although at the same time
the Jdetariat knows full well that fo
f its Revolution, for the suc-
the bourgeoisie, there
sity of the sympathy of

S

the v of the workers—and conse-
tuently also of the majority of the popu-
lation.

Parliamentary centrism and the mod-
¢rn Lonis Blancs insist on the vote, and
that a vote carried out by the bourgeoisie
determines the sympathy of the majority.
But that is the view of pedants, of poli-
tical corpses, of cunning deceivers.

Actual life, the history of the real Re-
volution, shows that the “sympathy of
the majority of the workers” may often
Le proved without any vote (aside from
such votes as are taken on a basis of
“cquality” of the exploiter with the ex-
ploited). Verv often the sympathy of the
majority of the workers is revealed, not

through votes, but through the growth of .

onefof the parties in the number of mem
‘bers in the councils, through the succ
of a single strike, which, for some reas
has gained great significance, thr

suceess in the Civil War, ete.

ticipatio

tionary umions,
organs. That w
take. A still greater
viate from the ideas
practical line (a stron
in favor of the ideas :
mands as a matter of
tion in the bourgeoi
reactionary labor unions
councils organised and.
Scheidemans. Such a
tion wherever there are wo
ever workers may be spol
ever the working class may
One must absolutely unite
with tlic legal, svstematical

the legal activity through
party and its workers’ organisi
is not easy. Put there is not
be, any “easy” task, any “ez
for the proletarian revolutio
problem must be solved af all

POLAND.

Poland, scapegoat of the nati
They send thee daggers now
throat; .
That with the bloody cur
Thou hold at bay the ups
deign g i
Establish empery in Eastert
And ‘mocKk the kings
West. ;

O Poland, hurl
them!
Cast off thy sl

Feh . ;
The work of
Art thou the

BIEE



y issues from
respect, alike

nital defects
it has sprung.
deductions,
ves back pre-
ocicty, What
dual quantum
the social work-
um of the in-
the individual

re in that day.
a voucher, show-
> and so much
‘his work on be-
d). On presen-
ithdraws from
se articles of

back from

c f1 of the Gotha Programme.)

intellectually,”

quantum of

principle—bourgeois  right - although

principle and practice are no longer at
loggerheads, whereas the exchange of
equivalents in the exchange of odis

ties exists only as.a method of av
znd not for the individual case.
Despite this advance, such equai right
remains affected by a bourgeois limita-
tion. The right of the producers

jortional to their respective ¢ ibu-
tions of labor; the equality consiots in
this, that the same standard oi ure-

ment, i.e., lahor, is applied to all.

But one person is physically
tally superior to another, and car th
fore, do more work in a certain time, or
can continue longer at work ; a it labor
14 to be the standard of measurcinent, it
is necessary to take into account the dura
tion or the intensity of the labor, for
otherwise there is no standardisation.
Equal right implies unequal right for un-
egual work. There are no class distine-
tions, for every worker ranks with the
others; but there is tacit recognition of
unequal individual endowments, and,
 therefore, unequal functional capacities,
those with superior ' equipment being
privileged by nature. Like all right,

~ therefore, it is substantially an unequal
© right. {

- From its very nature, right can only
consist in the application of a uniform
. standard; but the unequal individuals
unequal simply because they are dif-
ferent individuals) can have ‘an equal
standard applied to them only in so far
~as they are all viewed from the same
- visual angle, are looked on solely from a
csingle definite aspect. In the case in
point we must look on them all simply
as rlgprs,_must see nothing else in them,
_flg'nore; _their  other qualities.

ne workman is married, another
me has more children than
80 on,  Suppose them all to
qual quantum of work, and all to
an cqual share from the - social

er, and :

© Juse 16, 1920,
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’

fund of articles of consumption, it will fol-

low that in actual effect one will receive
more than another, one will be better off:
than another, and so on. TIf we are to
avoid all these maladaptations, the right
must be unequal, not equal.

But such maladaptations are inevitable
in the first phase of communist society,
because it is born out of capitalist so-
ciety, and after prolonged lahor pains.
Right ¢ er attain to a higher level
than is by the economic struc-
ture of soc and by the consequent
cultural ywpment of society.
Communism Proper.

In cher phase of Communist So-

The Need

What » Marx particularly
admired ir i proletariat of his
day n theory. What is
it that KKz kv, in the midst of his
attacks , 1s forced to ad-

the Russian pro-
“heir interest in theory. Why
that

mit is ¢
letaria
was Lenin glad when he was told

Ramsay Macdonald was coming to Mos-
cow instead of IHenderson? Because, al-

though Macdonald is not a Marxist in
any sense of the word, he is at least in-
terested in theory. And why have these
three men found an interest in theory so
admirable in the working class? Because
it is the sublime mission of the working
class to lead the world from Capitalism
to Communism, and in the performance
of this task their correct action depends
upon their correct thinking. It is essen-
tial for the proletariat to have a clear
understanding of certain fundamentals.
The rapid development of madern Im-
perialism, the World War, the prole-
tarian revolution in Russia, the centralisa-
tion of control of capital elsewhere, and
the portentous developments of the
money system—all these things should
indicate to the working man whoe can see
beyond his nose that the end of Capi-

Ba

* talism is not very far away.. In these cir-
cumstances he will surely feel the urgent

exist ; when labor is nc
to live, but is in itself the
needs ; when the productiv
ciety have expanded prop
the multiform development
duals of whom society is ma
will the narrow bourgeoi
utterly transcended, and then
inscribe upon its banners, “Fr
one according to his capacitie
one according to his needs!”

for Study. i -

need for study, for the study of s
Socialism or critical Communism,
in 1847, Frederick EEngels had ah
fined as “the theory of the condit
the victory of the working Tk
will feel the need for such study, beca
he will be aware that with ar
standing of the conditions of th
of his class he will, when the hour.
deliverance has struck, know w
Not that it is for him . or
workers to make the revolution
it—it is coming whether the!
not; but if they have grasped th
outcome of philosophy,
learnt the lesson of histo:
understood the economic
if their study has put the
track of the development
can they shorten and
pangs of the new era,
cvitable rev:.:oiution f_ll;u

Look now at the reve
leads the working clas
ing, and clear thinl
sound action, on
thousand and on
notions that are



ot proletarian
‘them to steer their
chaos thaf the
creates all

.

on-revolutionary.

‘study. Compared
le, very little prole-

L : its
of Marxism,
ses, a certain

s to-day, and a
- Marxist education.
‘we can cite ‘a
Melbourne

at calls for work-

visible in the front -

| be praised by
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it :c.lags,‘-’ the “Proletarian R
s to offer a Proletarian  Studs
to its readers in the near future,

;

HIGH PRICES.

"The main cause of the present hig
prices is to be found, not in “profiteering,’
‘but in the financial system. ‘“The man,

 writes Professor Edwin Cannan, “wh
will give Europe a lead in setting cup
rency to rights will have done

. stave off anarchy, bloodshed and confu-
\sion than anyone else in the world.” I

“the likely eventuality of the czpitalists be-

ing unable to find any such man, would =
) prepare 8

it not be as well for the worker
forthwith for that action whic!
rid the world forever of sucl
catastrophes?

‘one can

THE PRINCE
“1t is unnecessary for a prix

all the good qualities . . . bui it is very &
necessary to appear to have therm. . .. He 8
ought to entertain the peoplc with festi- ¥
wvals and spectacles at conveni Scasons,

... and as every city is divided into guilds

or into societies, he ought to . . . associate
with them sometimes, . . . mevertheless,
always maintaining the majesty of his
rank, . .. Leta prince have the credit of
. . . holding his state, the means will
always be considered honest, and he will

~vulgar are always taken by what a thing
seems to be and by what comes of it."—
Nicolo Machiavelli in 1513.

GERMAN SOCTALIST TRAITORS.

The Social Democratic party of Ger-
many has formally acknowledged that
s there.canl hereafter be no possibility of

accord with the Tndependent Socialists.
~ At a meeting of the executive committee
-~ held in the Reichstag, the party somewhat
¢ rdily recognises the decision reached by
he Independents at their Leipzig con-
erence on December 16, that the aims
the two parties are in direct antagon-
ttended the meeting. People who
reconcile Socialism with the Aus-
tan Labour Party should note this.

June 15, 1920,

more io"

mminent

to have '8

el

everybody; because the =

‘President Ebert and several minis-

The basic principles of scientific social-
igrm.are three: The Materialist Conception
of History, the Class Struggle, and  the
Labor Theory of Value and Surplus
Value. 1f the first is our “guiding
thread” studying the development of
all social phenomena, and the second has
been the fundamental fact of all societies
subst nt to the epoch of primitive com-
munism, 1t is only a knowledge of the
geonon [ socicties which enables us

to ap) me and understand the other.
The bol ',”!H'I'Jl'_\ of, Value 18 the key to
a knowiet of the economy of capitalist
society. A o reveal the workings of the
Lax Value beneath all the phenomena
of cuiitalist production and circulation is
the principal task of Marxian Economics.
An -inderstanding of these is one of the
vital niecds of the proletariat.

That being so, subsequent issues of the
*Prolctatian Rey * will naturally con-
tain articles dealing from the Marxian
stani with various aspects of capital-
ist ALY \We - have accordingly

scful to include in this issue
itions of economic terms, which

we talke from the Socialist Labor Party
edition of- Marx's “Value, Price and Pro-
fit” and which will aid the student to an
appreciation  of  Marxian economic

writings.
Definitions.

POLITICAL ECONOMY.—The sci-
ence of wealth production and distribu-
tion.

WEALTH (economically understood)
is the sum of the product of human labour
socially necessary to humanity. In capi-
talist society it is called the sum of com-
modities, 3 ;

COMMODITY.—A use value; in capi-
talist society it is the unit of economic
wealth, and is produced for exchange. It

is sacially produced, but is INDIVIDU-

Marxian E.conc

cxchange relation.
VALUE (embodied
cial labour embodied
amount of which is
age social tinle requires
commaodity under aver:
with average ability
labourer. [ 5
LABOUR POWER—T
capacity to labour.
LABOUR.—Expended lab
SOCIALLY NECESSAR
—The amount of labour whi
average, society requires for
lar task or process, measured
SOCTALLY NECESSARY
TIME—The time required
article under the ‘normal ¢
production, and with the avera
of skill and intensity prev;
time. £
MONEY.—That commodi
functions as the universal equ
PRICE.—The money name
Price oscillates round about -
need not coincide with ol
WAGES—The price of lab
CAPITAL.—That amount
used in the production of ¢
with a view to profit. =
NOMINAL WAGE.—T
by the capitalist to the
labour power. Y
RELATIVE WAGE.
labour power (the <
with the rate of profit.
keep pace with the shar
relative wage has |

ALLY controlled. k o T-his:ul_igaiﬂ? :
 USE VALUE.—A utility or psef'_u-l_ determines: th
thing, which only becomes a reality in  tal :

consumption.

EXCHANGE VALUE.—A utility-con- .

taining cxpended labour power, and capa-




. FORTY-FOUR HOURS.

~ Recently it seemed quite possible that
an effort was going to be made by various
sections of the Australian working class
to gain a reduction in hours of labour
from 48 to 40 and in some cases 36. But
‘at the critical moment Mr. Justice Hig-
gins stepped into the arena and suggested
a2 round table conference between Capital
and Labour should be held to consider
whether the time was not ripe for a re-
Sl duction from 48 to 44 hours per week.
ough the book, 110 ir scems to have fallen to the bait,
‘to a reading of 50w it can be said that not only is
i Lahour and 3. ¢ than 44 hours unlikely to result in
N:g:,t:‘zﬁl;ﬁ the immediate future, but even iue 44
s hours per week need not be con 3

which he re- ters. For any point up
mirable lucidity . ooecle § .
italist’s profit. it 1s possible or two sides to :
a point upon which it is possiblc ior the

s us, “is, in our A f
o 3 (s} to com 11Se.
commodity. like two sides to compromise

but yet a very
t has, namely, the
value-creating
lue, and, moreover,
‘of more value than
ce surplus value,

A SYMPATHETIC STRIE

Solidarity was lately manifested in Mel-
bourne.

Recently a section of the gas workers
Jaid claim to and, in fact, appear to have
! gained, an increase from £600 to £1000
se two little works, @ year. Now, immediately following the
- for new worlds to Success of this section, another section of

e up the study of the gas workers—this time the dinkum
Political Economy” 0nes, or, those who produce useful gas—

ney) and of “Capi- 2re making an effort to force an improve-

" ment in conditions. At the moment it

looks as though the dinkums will have to

ﬁglﬁt strenuously for any increase they
gel.

REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION IN
ITALY.

_In the last week of February the exécu-
tive committee of the Italian Socialist
Party met in Florence and passed a fate-
ful resolution presented by Bombacci,
d leader of the left wing clement. This

res_ulunon‘ provided that the party send
~ out organisers all over the country to be-

- g immediately the formation of Soviets
of workers, soldiers and peasants, in pre-

paration for the revolution. The one fact

‘that every realistic thinker in Ttaly knows
to-day is that there will be a revolution

soon.—"“The Liberator,” B

i

ﬁv‘ June 15, 1920‘.--. ‘
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A PROLETARIAN
: (By G. Baracchi.)‘
THE STATE AND REVOLUTION.

By Nicolai Lenin. :
Side by side in the world to-day exist

" the imnperialist States of the capitalists

and the revolutionary dictatorship of the

¢ iat. At such a time, in the cul-
poch of Capitalism, it is, above
y for the working class to ap-
ly both the nature of the
its relation to a. proletarian &=
thing better than a study of
Eenin’ ile book, written in 1917, just

fore ctober Revolution, can be re-
1 in this connection. Merely as
. of the teachings of Marx
[ n the subject of the State,
the book is invaluable, and Lenin's de-
velopment of these teachings is scarcely
less : Z

Alfte ing explained that the State
did not evist in the social era known as
primitive communism, that it is only
found in societies which are composed of
antag - classes, that in such societies
it is ntially the organised power by
means of which one class oppresses afi-
other, and that under civilised Commun-
ism the State will die out, Lenin passes to
an examination of the revolutionary ex-
perience gained during the - years 1848-
1851 and the lessons to be learned there-
from.

He then proceeds to an analysis of the
experience of the Paris Commune of 1871,
an cxperience which demonstrated that
“the working class cannot simply seize
the available ready machinery of the
State, and set it going for its own ends,”
but must break up this machinery, and
substitute their own form of State in its
place. The Paris Commune was such a
form of State, “the proletariat organised
as the ruling class,” “the dictatorship of
the proletariat,” “the political form, at
last discovered, under which Labor could
work out its economic emancipation.” Tt
is importaut to note that the Commune
involved the destruction of Parliamen-
tarism. “The Commune,” wrote Marx,
“was to haye been not a parliamentary,

sian Soviet, whi

~ and Plechanoff i

but a_working,

of the proletariat, likewise
struction of Parliamentari
Lenin shows how Engel
confused ideas of the Ar
subject of the State; he
Engels criticised the parti
People’s State,” or, as we
nowadays, of democracy, no le
Engels, indeed, wrote in 1894 1
Democratic” was an unsuitab
a party whose final political a
supersession of the whole
therefore, also of democrac,
whole question of democracy
is intensely interesting. =
Engels has told us that unde
the government of persons is re
the administration of - things,
State dies out. Marx has poi
the actual evolution by which
eventuate. Lenin develops their
ings, and traces for us the tran
Capitalism to Socialism thro
tatorship of the proletariat, and th
ther development of Soci
Communism. The differerice be
cialism and Communism is explair
where in this number of thexg?ﬁ
Review."” i
Lenin concludes his book wit
ter on the vulgarisation of
portunists. He points ou
distorted the meaning of Mar
ing it up here, evading it
general, cutting out its.
heart. Lenin deals with I
Plechanoff in particula
a peculiar value for the
this country, who are al
who, masquerading un
“Spcialists,” preach o
workers, and only

&

of

whighy

(3



ng so, Lenin
conclusion,
the exploited to
. Kautsky, on
liberal or bour-
and takes
he majority

hip in general,
eviks in particu-
] democracy
ormal. Democ-
Jut while the re-
‘to the exploiters
je. equality. The
Socialism is that
ploited are not
real equality be-
mpossible for one

- a long time
_exploiters will hold
ges; “they have
e immediately

mftﬁ!i:isaliy' high-
1'&j’:‘}iﬁﬁ;{_i;'m!f‘‘I:l,]iﬂlscs as

_ follows that just as a bourgeois republie
* is in reality a democracy onl

as Engels, discussing the Paris |

. the rich, But since the

their superiority in a final struggle. The
decisive factor remains the relation of the
exploited to the exploiters. From this it

y for the ex-
plaiters, so a state of the exploited must

be a democracy for these, and express.a?
self as oppression for the exploiters, who
are thus put outside “democracy.”

The existence of a general or a limited
suffrage makes no difference to (his, Ttis,
hewever, instructive to note that Kautsky
writes of general suffrage as deep

where-
Mmune
speaks
peaple

source bf strong moral authority

and the question of dictator
of “the authority of the arn

against the bourgeoisie” Ie points
out that the question of depriving the exs
ploiting class of its suffrage rights is a
purely Russian question, not o that is
vitally necessary to a dictatorship of the
proletariat. But after the cxperience of
the Russian revolution it is probable that
in other countries also the exploiters will

be disfranchised. The point, however, is

this, that be the suffrage limited or gen-
eral, the absolute prerequisite of prole-
tarian dictatorship is, in the words of

Marx-and Engels, the ‘“crushing” and
“forcible crushing” of the exploiters as a
E]ass, and; therefore, the disregarding of
pure democracy,” i.e., equality and free-
dom, in regard to that class.

The dictatorship of the proletariat, the
temporary state of the working class, is
an immense expansion of democracy, be-
coming for the first time democracy for
the poor, instead of merely democracy for
. . working class
cannot win without crushing the resist-

- ance of its apponents, proletarian  dicta-

torship is impossible without violating de-
mocracy for the exploiters. This funda-
mental fact Kautsky has wholly disre-
garded. e builds up, as one would ex-
pect, a clever case against the Bolsheviks
from the bourgeois-democratic stand-
point, and his book should certainly be
read by the working-class student. ~But
the corrective to such reading is Lenin’s
“State and Reyolution,”

nloited majority before they have tested

.

}wn;: 15, 1920.
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ans “Ghis Strike ?

919 iiluring the course of the mari-
trike, the secretary of the Sea-
Union
ng-class might throw the city of
urne in darkness. Barely a year
strikes of the factory engine-
1s and of the gas-workers have prac-
cally done so. During the cessation of
< on the part of the engine-drivers
districts  of  Melbourne were
d each night in an Erebus-like
EVEN as we write, but a faint
gas is trickling through the
We shall not readily forget the
sion made upon us by the darkened
hey brought home to us in 2
manner that it is only by grace
at that the world of capi-
S 1o live, In the produc-
L comforts of life,

' oppressed and  degraded
lass that counts, -Agd tﬁe
re,asﬁt strike is that, for

Pihe i.l’f\uletarinn Review.—Subscription Rates, 3/6 a Year l;ﬂslf.l(l._

threatened that the -

-beaten and starved, |

~the men refused to

Proletarian Comment

—
and beg the victorious workers for a job
It is in its indication, however slight, of
impending social revolution that the sig-
nificance of the strike lies.
YA O

The Blight of Sectionalism,
Ab a4 practical success, the Gas

workers” and Engine-drivers” strike

. does not cut any ice. For this the
s.oct'u:nai‘mm that the Irades Unions fos-
ter 1s chiefly to blame, Had the workers
n the two essential mdustries concerned
made tommon cause and taken pProper
advantage of  the

opportunitics i
nffercd_, the strile n]]il,-;ht Ilwfatli\LL? ht{ht:
r‘;?nl m a few days.  Had _ those

lducting. the strike been  animated
by the principle of solidarity which
industrial  unionism

proclaims, they

would not have sanctioned any section of

the workers

}f-']as Sett}’ed' On the tactics employed,
Uay g8 Wiiling, in' the “Ong? Big
t“lrlt;or! Herald,” s illuminating.  “ The
i Vital exemptions made may yet defeat
€ purpose of the strike, ITad

| T¢ work the machinery

at Angliss freezing works, they wuu}ﬂ
ltl)nd in Anglllss a powerful ally

. Al h;shq)atenal- interests, i.c., the
=on of hus perishable goods) to
fig] l3:;;11_:1_5':br\:uthgzr capitalists for a sp)eedy
L naé};m@f‘_th Btrike i s S oy
famping at the sewerage

uld have never commer d |
e i

going back until the strike '

July. 1920.

\these tactics been adonted, and organisa-
tion along the lines of industry ensured
that the sections in question made com-
mon cause, then it seems to us that suc-
cess would have been certain. But the
bureaucracy of the {rades unions will
never understand these things., Slowly,
ever so slowly, does the movement for
industrial unionism progress. May the
speedy liberation of the imprisoned
LW.W. men give a filip to the efforts
of those who are fighting a hard fight
4 against the blight of sectionalism.

% W M

Che Political Strike.

GREAT deal of nonsense has been

A talked about political and mdus-
trial action. It has been attempted

to separate absolutely the one from the
other. Dictzgen, however, teaches us that
all differences are 111('1'('1_\' relative. Indus-
trial and political action are no exceptions
to this rule. As capitalism develops,
strikes become both bigger and more
constant and general. They become more
constant and _;L'!]rl';i] due to the daggra-
vated condition of prices outstripping
wages.  They become bigger due to the
fact that the single employer lays down
the conditions for more workers, and that
all the employers in a single industry tend
to become more of a unit even where the
industry is not in fact a monopoly. These
bigger and more constant and general
strikes lead to government interference,
in part against the success of the strikes,
in part against the anarchy of the capi-
talist system, This State intervention
malces it emphatic to the working-class
H that its fight is not against the employer
[ as employer—that this is only a sort of
feinting and sparring—but against all the
employers in a heap operating through

apparent not only that the Government
has decisive power, but that this is the
class power of the bourgenisie—exercised
dictatorially, whether the Government be
called Nationalist or Labour, against the
working-class. Morcover, hawever slowly
idustrial unionism progresses, the de-

: inevitably to the breakdown of craft lines

The PROLETARI

the governmental power. It thus becomes’

- velopment of the machine process tends -

The class idea thus c
tently to the front, and at
it is scen that the class stru
around the State and its con
result is that the strike acqui
significance, and the worker:
elsewhere, will use it more 1
political ends. This is the definite
of industrial in political action.

4o ot

F the pure and simple industrialist needs
to learn that it is essential for the
workers to conquer political power,

the pure and simple parliamentarian, on
the contrary, must understand that par-
liamentary action is of secondary impor-
tance. * The tribune of Parliament can
be exploited for revolutionary purposes,”
Zinoviev tells us, but the centre of pro-
letarian political gravity lies outside Par-

liament. Not without cause have Socialist

parties been reproached with neglecting
the actual proletarian struggle; we have
ourselves been asked what advantage have
Socialists taken of the present indusfrial
upheaval. In this respect, the experience
of the Communist Party of America offers
us valuable guidance, This organisation,
a political body, formed committees of
the party in the warkshops themselves.
Here again is the merger of political
industrial action. It enabled the Ame
Communists to do good work in
shops, and to flood them with their lite
ture, The same plan should be adop
in Australia. In this way Comm
here could broaden and decpen the
derstanding of their comrades,
opportunity offered, direct thi
into revolutionary channels.

TOUJOURS HI
—_—

“It is lamentable,”
judge, “that'the sup;
cessity such as g
on the will of ¢

bea
tice
ih,
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~ Socialism and
#

lowing article, written by Marx's son-
aw in 1882, is stiil frenchant and use-

;p‘resent‘ moment a kind -of
n for capitalists is being created.
r madest. [t contents itself with
ransformation of certain industries
lic services. Above all, it does
promise one. On the contrary, it
iﬁﬂy-avg'ood number of capitalists.
ey are told: look at the Post Office,
"a Socialist public service, function-
irably to the profit of the com-
y, and more cheaply than if it were
to a private company, as was
the case. The gas supply, the
and the building of workmen'’s
must also become public ser-
will function to the profit of
mity and—will chiefly benefit
class. &
talist society, the transformation
ain industries - into municipal or
yvices is the last form of capi-
tation. It is because that form
multiple and incontestable ad-
the bourgeoisie that in every
country the same industries are
ionali Army, Police,
aphs, the Mint, etc.).
sed industries, indeed,
o the greed of private com-
secome instruments for the ex-
1 of other .§cctions of the capita-
d so powerful that they dis-
le bourgeois system.
fg‘fw-"ﬁﬁamples. The electric
its introduction into France,
¢ service because the poli-
‘the Government re-
d and the United
same political interest
legraphs were estah-

compelled to buy them
‘all—particularly the:

the transaction found

ous profits. Tn

i
VL.

By PAUL LA FARGUE.

3 S
~

companies. The English

..

B

Nationalisation

the United States thé telegraph service ig
still in private hands. It is monopolised
by a gang of speculators w ho control the
entire Press of the country. These specu-
lators communicate telegrams only to
newspapers in vassalage to them, and
which must pay such a heavy tax that
many, being unable to bear such a burden,
do without telegraphic news altogether.
In America telegrams are the most im-
portant part of the newspapers; to de-
prive them of these despatches is to con-
demn them to languish and die. In that
republican Republic, which individualist
Liberals take as the ideal of their most
daring dreams, the liberty of the Press 3
is at the mercy of a handiul of specula- =
tors, without government force and
without responsibility, but in control of
the telegraph service. :

The Railway monopoly is so exorbitant
that a company can at will ruin an in-
dustry or a town by differential or pre-
ferential tariffs, The danger to which
society is exposed by the private owner-
ship of the means of transport is so
keenly felt that in France, England, and
the United States, many capitalists in
their own interests demand the nation-
alisation of the railways. In capitalist
society a private industry only becomes a
State service in order to better serve the
interests of the hourgeoisie. The advan-
tages which the latter obtain are of dif-
ferent kinds; we have just spoken of the =
social danger created by the abandon- ‘J
ment of certain industries to private ex-
ploitation, dangers which disappear or are
attenuated as soon as the State directs
‘them, but there are others,

: The State, by centralising administra-
tion, lessens the general charges; it runs
the service at a smaller cost. The State
15 accused ofi paying for everything more
dearly than private enterprise; neverthe-
less, such is not always the case when
there is question of the establishment of
means of communication, one of the most
difficult and complex enterprises in

July, 1920.

modern society. Thus the tramways con-
structed in France have, with rare excep-
tions, cost an average of 250,000 to
300,000 francs per kilometre as a first
establishment charge. The railway from
Alais to the Rhone has caten up per
kilometre of line, a sum of about 700,000
francs. M. Freycinet, who is not a hour-
gois director for fun, has established upon
positive grounds that the State could
construct railways at a cost of 200,000
francs per kilometre, The State can
therefore sensibly diminish the prices of
the services it exploits. Tt is the capi-
talists who profit by this reduction, be-
cause it is they, principally, who make
use of them. Thus, what a number of
workmen only use the postal service once
or twice a year! and how very numerous
are the commercial houses and industrial
concerns which send out over ten and
twenty letters a day!

State services hecome a means to poli-
ticians for placing their tools or depen-
dants, and for giving good, fat sinecures
to the sons-in-law of the bourgeoisie. M.
Cochery has accorded lucrative posts to
Orléanists ; among others, to the son of
Senator Laboulaye, the man of the inkpot.

Militants of the  Workers’ Party” may

Study the Socialist Philosoph

By MOSES BARITZ.

The first work for a propagandist jour-
nal is to impress upon its readers the
necessity for study. The revolutionary
movement in  Australia needs study
classes more than anything else, The
backwardness of Socialist organisations
in this country is in a measure due to the
lack of these classes. Recently I heard
a lecturer state that “we must get back
to first principles,” but, actually, the
movement in Australia has hardly started
on those principles yet,

The proletarian movement must be well
grounded in the Socialist philosophy. It
must know Marx, Engels (particularly
the latter), Dietzgen, and Labriola. Phil-
osophy is essential. The movement that

~ does not start with a thorough under-

¥ /

public men and poli
class, make use of this
one time private industries
vices, to show how the bo
selves are led by the 'l(:ig‘lq'ﬂﬁ
attack their own principles,
mand that society, represen
State, snatch no industry fr
initiative. But they must not de
still less demand, the transform:
fresh industries into national servi
that for diverse reasons. R
Because it is to the interes
Workers' Party to embitter the cor
which lacerate the capitalist class, inst
of secking to pacify them—these
gonisms quicken the disorganisa,;
the ruling class; because nationali
increases the corruptive power of ¢
list politicians; because State em
cannot, like workers in private e
strike and engage in a struggle wit
exploiters. s T
The only Socialist reason that
might put forward for that transfos
is that perhaps it might simplify
volutionary work of expropriation
Workers” Party. We will exam
on another occasion. . :

standing of the proletarian f
will be without movement. It
become stagnant. Study
to be organised, and tak
“ Socialism, Utopian, and .
work of Engels is simple,
one to a good knowledge ¢
conception of history.
follow ought to be “Fuer
of the Socialist Philosophy
be rounded off W i
Scientific Socialisn
were also writ
could be taken i
the course co



has beg;n dis-
‘of the movement
ore the material basis
| morals. They refrain from
eligion from the standpoint
ialist conception. A move-
as well grnunded in the pro-
osophy would expose the fal-
ness of the “ Christian” Socialist
fraud of “ Rationalism.” God-
ers and spook destroyers like those
are supported by a certain type of
~ working-class party would have
aim to the word “ Socialist.”
‘he word “Atheist” is not necessary
the philosophy of the Socialist, for the
" atheists are as futile in their efforts to
remodel society on the lines of “1dcas” as
. the rest of the ruling class. They try to
get society placed upon an ideal,” a
“just,” a “truthful” basis. They want
“reason’” to govern. But all the time they
want us GOVERNED. They describe
the most “just,” " true” and rational”
~  system by their own ideas of the con-
; cepts of justice, truth and reason. Ingels,
~however, has come out in sharp antagon-
ism to their fantastic viewpoint. In an-
alysing the “philosophy” of Proudhon,
Lngels wrote:—
“We describe things as they are. Proud-
hon, on the other hangd, wants our present
 society to arrange itseli, NOT ACCORDING
TO THE LAWS OF ITS ECONOMIC DE-
VELOPMENT, but in conformity with the
precepts of justice” (Capitals mine.—~M.B.)
Viewed in the light of the materialist
conception of history, the “ rationalist” is
seen to be in a fog, like his brother who
calls himself a scientific socialist, yet
asserts that a scientific socialist can be a
ristian. What Dietzgen calls these
people is expressed in the words “ danger-
'a;s_"muddlehead.”
What a charm possesses the following
ation from Dietzgen:—

c Socialism considers our views
‘upon our material needs and our
standpoint dependent upon the eco-
ition ‘of the CLASS we belong to.

his  conception corresponds with
of the masses whose needs are
material, WHILE THE
MUST NECESSARILY

are to precede the solution of)thc social que

" ON THE DEDUCTIVE

P

JRINCIPLE, ON THE PRECONCEIVE
UNSCIENTIFIC NOTION that the spiritual;
salvation and the mental training of the masges

tion.” (Capitals mine.—M.B.

The “ rationalist,” like the * Christian”
Socialist, is exposed and disposed of h:j i
those two sentences. What Dietzgen says
in them, has, in the actual coursclnf social
development, been illustrated time and
again, Lthics and morals, like " reason,” 8
are of a class nature, supprrﬂud and gener-
ated hy the ruling class. Proletarian 1ideas
ensuc from a totally antagonistic aspect
of the same phenomenon. What exists is

a CLASS struggle. That CLASS struggle
develops its own antagonism in  the
ideology of the two sections. Capitalist
ethics are not compatible with proletarian
action. Lverything taught by the raling
class as being what the “rationalist’ calls
ason’ 1s inimical to the working-class.
Our philosophy is directly the reverse of
that of the modern * philosophers.” We
are in agreement with, we support, the
materialist and dialectical method. The
capitalist class endeavours to ram the
metaphysical method down our throats.
The two systems are opposed.  We take
our stand with Marx, ling Labriola,
and Dietzgen, We must study their works
carefully and we will be on' the way
towards enlightenment,

DICTATORSHIP DYING OUT.

Speaking at the Trades Union Congress
held at Moscow on April 10 of this year,
Lenin, among other things, said: “No
country held as many congresses during
these past years as Soviet Russia. No
State is so imbued with a democratic
spirit. . . . The organisations of the work-
ing class are growing into larger forms
cach day. The only task now is to aid
this class to achicye its aim, . . . What 1§
necessary now is organic cohesion, There
must be no more discipline imposed by
one man. There must be no single re-
ponsibility. There must be no more dic-
tatorship. The trade union army num-
bers three million.  Six hundred thousand
of these are Communists; they must be
the }qadc-rs of the rest. We must reject
the interests of groups and crafts for the

sake of final victory.”

- A Marxian Analysis
.. Soaring Prices -

B L

The present * High cost ofrliving” is a
topic that is particularly prominent at the
present time. To correctly grasp the tea-
sons for the “soaring” trend of prices it
is necessary to divide the periods into dis-
tinctly separate parts—No. 1 being the
causes prior to the world war; No. 2
being an analysis of the more rapid up-
ward trend which followed from the de-
claration of war right up to the present
time.

Prior to the war, the main factor was
undoubtedly what is known to cconomic

students as depreciation of the
value of g Owing to improved
methods in the production of gold, that

commodity had become cheaper, hence, in
exchs: r other commaeiiities, more of
1t given. (lThe statement,
* morc cqual to saying * more

a sovereign is merely a
of the metal gold.) Of
g to the improved methods of
almost every kind of production, commo-
dities in general had decreased in value,
but not to the same extent as gold.

money
certam  wi

COUTSCe OW

Karl Kautsky, in the * High Cost of
Living," exhaustively with this
phase. In the same work he makes the
prophecy that gold from then on will not
further depreciate, but rather tend to ap-
preciate. ‘That this view was correct may
be scen from the following figures of the

deals

world's gold production given in the
“ Commonwealth Year Book,” No. 12—
1901 to 1918 :—
OO ek . s R O PR O
TOE0L S o R e e 02,900,000
T R BT 03,300,000
TENIAL 1S oS I R 05,007,000
i P il N E GRS 00,824,000
5 s e, (A e 03,435,000
IO e L h i OO 0RO
iy R R A L 05,982,000
LOL G oo S 03,043,000
‘191'7.......... 86,714,000

from the sa eﬁu

it

o

o

HANKS. e

That there has certainly been
crease in the world production of
obvious, indeed rather is there a
decrease. If no notes had been
the temporary rise in prices due to lack
shipping, etc., directly due to the
must have vaused a demand for more
rency (in that case—gold). In any eca
the yearly increase of trade necessitat
a certain amount of extra currency ye
by year. Even after replacing the gol
currency by the note issue, if the notes
had been issued in such amount to onl
replace the gold coinage (or, upon a rise
in prices, only in such extra quantity as
would have been the case with gold), then
certainly no rise in  prices could have
taken place from this cause. That an
excess amount of notes was issued, I will
show in the next issue of the * Proletarian
Review.” /

Some Melbourne students of economics
who failed to grasp Marx’s theory of
money in all its breadth, still obstinately
cling to the belief that the cause of the .
present rising prices is gold depreciation
coupled with the withdrawal of labor
from production (i.e., for war purposes)..
The fact that most of. the labor wit
drawn from production has now returni
and yet we face still the problem of soai
ing prices is sufficient evidence of
fallacy of that argument, Besides, who-
ever claims that the withdrawal of labo
power from the production of com:
ties and inability to obtain new m
nery, caused their increase in v_a&g

gets that the same factors acte
same force in regard to gold pr

The idea that on account of
tion of Australia it was not so
world depreciation of gol
depreciation in Australia
the rise, is shown to be
when one studies the
duction for Austral



"2:325'933
2,207,433 »

. 2054008

o 1,946,008 -,
1,605,827 ,,

- el 1,450,169
-&T_h:r‘easih‘g difficulty of produc-
Australia 1s too well known to
er comment. The Transvaal is
source of the world’s supply of
ind according to most authorities
subject, these fields must ever be-
more and more difficult to worl,
so of course their product ever of
wvalue. s

the pold prodiction of the world
‘ransvaal supplicd (out of world’s
tion as quoted above) —

Rl . - .. £38,628.000
e S 30,400,000
T 38,306,000

course should some rich ficlds be
scovered ar a new supply of casily pro-
~duced gold be obtained, then again would
cen the depreciating valuc of gold,
‘where gold currencies  exist, rising
due to that cause. However, before
- arises, capitalist cconomy, killed by
ontradictions inherent in it, will have
into the graveyard of political
s and gold be dethroned from its
5 “god” in the modern capitalist
the pursuit of wealth. 5
the above it will be seen that the
ciation of the value of gold is not
- cause of the phenomenal general rise
rices since the war, Marxism sup-
~us with the means of examining
endencies in general, and it is in the
the scientific Marxian analysis of
t e:ononpr that the cause of the
soaring” tendency c@rice‘s can
rstond. For those interested in this
the best books are first:—
of Political Economy,” by
h i best book on money
‘ms ever written, Second,
ipter of “Capital,” vol. 1.
cle will be shown how
issue is the main factor
torise, since the war.

AN INCIDENT OF ANOTHER GAg
STRIKE. k-

“The fame of the Australian Labor P 'rty
has been noised abroad. “While thc_-‘%[c_'

Gowen Labor Government was in office |

writes “A Digger” in the Glasgow “Sp. |

cialist,” “the Sydney gas-workers struck

for higher wages. The Labor Premier af

once condemned the strike and advised
the men to return to work., Some of the
leaders were arrested, but the men stoad

Jfirm. The Labor Government then issued

a proclamation calling for ‘volunteers)
otherw scabs, to fill the places of the
strikers. The rtesponse was not en-
couraging, so a meeting was convened in
Sydney Town Hall by the Lord Mayor,
Alderman Cox, for the purpose of enrol-
ling ‘volunteers.’

“At this meeting several members of
the S.I. of A. organiscd a ‘stunt.’” When
the Mayor, had finished his impassioned
address to those assembled, and  had
pointed out, ‘to his own satisfaction, the
enormity of the strikers, three men
marched up to the platform. The leader
handed the Mayor a stoker's shovel, ane
of the others handed him a pair of over-

‘alls, and the third a flannel singlet. A

roar of laughter went up, and the meet-|
ing ended in a fiasco.

“But the Mayor took the hint, and next
day he went and stoked at the ovens at

the gas works. e lasted one day, and

- then he organised another meeting in sym-

l‘fjlthiy with the strikers. e swallowed
his former words, and admitted that for
the work done the men were miserably
underpaid.”

ANE PERDU.

In‘ the latest number of “Ross’s” ap-

pears a  contribution entitled “Karl-
Almighty-Marx” from an individual who'
signs himsclf “Ame Perdue.” After read-
g this contribution, we would, without
wishing to interfere in other people's
affairs, strongly urge the writer to alter
his pen name slightly to “Ane Perdu.”
Instead of signifying “Lost Soul” it
would then be translated “Stray Donkey.”

BRAFLE
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. gan of Soviet power.

The following circular letter is re-
printed from the “New York Current
History,” which took it from the “New
York Volkszeitung” after it had made its
way into the colunms of that journal via
German Communist papers. Although
the argument is, in both cases, identical,
the text helow differs slightly from the
text of the same circular letter repro-
duced in the Sydney “International So-
cialist” of July 3rd. As the two texts
seem to help each other out, readers of
the “International Socialist” of July 3rd
would do well to study the text below,
and, converscly, those who study the text
below, would do well to read the “Inter-
national Socialist” of July 3rd.

Dear Comrades,—

The present phase of the revolutionary
movement has, along with other guestions,
very sharply placed the question of parli
mentarism upon the order of the day’s dis-
cussion. In France, America, England, and
Germany, simultaneously with the aggrava-
tion of the class struggle, all revolutionary
elements are adhering to the Communist
movement by uniting. among themselves or
by co-ordinating their actions under the slo-
The anarchist-syndi-
calist groups and the groups that now and
then call themselves simply anarchist are
thus also joining the gencral current. The
Executive Committee of the Communist In-
ternational welcomes this most heartily.

In France the syndicalist group of Comrade
Pericat forms the heart of the Communist
Party; in America, and also to some extent
in England, the fight for the Soviets is led
by such organisations as the IW.W. (In-
dustrial Workers of the Waorld). - These
groups and tendencies have always actively

opposed the parliamentary methods of fight-

ing.

On the other hand, the elements of the Com-
munist Party that arc derived from the So-
lialist parties are, for the most part, inclined
to recognise action in Parliament, too. (The
Loriot group in France, the members of the
A.S.P. in America, of the Independent Labor
Party in England, etc.). All these tendencies,
which ought to be united as soon as possible

in the Communist Party at all cost, need uni-

forin tactics. Consequently, the question must
be decided on a broad scale and as a general

Statement of the Third International

- ated parties with the present circular

measure, and the Executive Co_mg:!i
Communist International turns to all

which is especially dedicated to this q

The universal unifying programme is
present moment the recognition of the str
ole for the dictatorship of the proletaria
the form of the Soviet power. History
so placed the guestion that it is exactl
this question that the line is drawn betw
the revolutionary proletariat and the opp!
tunists, between the Communists and
social traitors of every brand. The su-eal!'%n-
Centre (Kautsky in Germany, Longuet
France, the LLP, and some eclements of
P. in England, Hillquit in America)
in spite of its protestationsy an objectivel:
anti-Socialist tendency, because it cannot, and
does not wish to, lead the struggle for
Soviet power of the praletariat.

Oin the contrary, those groups and par
which formerly rejected any kind of politi
struggle (for example, some Anarchist grou
have, by recognising the Soviet power,
dictatorship ‘of the proletariat, really abi
doned their old standpoint as to political
tion, because they have recognised the ide:
of the seizure of power by %the working class,
the power that is necessary for the supress
of the opposing bourgeoisie. Thus, we rep:
a common programme for the struggle
the Soviet dictatorship has been found.

The old divisions in the internatio
movement have plainly outlived their |
The war has caused a re-grouping. Many
the anarchists or syndicalists who reje
parliamentarism conducted themselyes ju:
despicably .and treasonably during
vears of the war as did the old leade:
the Social Democracy, who always
name of Marx on their lips. The uni
of forces is being effected in a new
some are for the proletarian revol
the Soviets, for the dictatorship,
tion, even up to armed uprisings-
are against this plan. This is the
auestion of to-day. This is the main
The new binations will be for
ing to these labels, and are ‘being
already. >

Tn what relation does the
the Soviet idea stand t
Right here a sharp divi
drawn betwgen two gu"E_;_
cally have nothing ta. \
The question of
sired _form of th
and the ques
liamentarism “.ﬁi:;




often cor
~which has an ex-
Cettect upon  the entire
e wish to discuss eacn
s in its order and make all
deductions. : 9

i e form of the proletarian dic-
7 We reply: The Sovibts. This has
nstrated by an experience that has
de significance. ~Can the Soviet
combined with parliamentarism? No,
again no. It is absolutely incompatible
¢ existing parliaments, because the par-
iry machine embodies the coneentrated
of the bourgeoisic, The deputies, the
unbers of Deputics, their newspapers, the
¢m of bribery, the scerct connections of
parliamentanians with the leaders of the
s, the connection with all the apparatus
the bourgeois State—all these are ietters
the working class. They must be b rst,
‘governmental machine of the bourgeoisie,
isequently  also the bourgeois Parliaments,
to be broken, disrupted, destroyed, and
upon their ruins is to be organised a new
- power, the power of the union of the working
! , the Waorkers' Parliaments, i.c., the So-

cLs. o

Only the betrayers of the workers can de-
ive the workers with the hope of a “peace-
- ul” social revolution along the lines of par-
" liamentary reforms. Such persons are the
~ worst enemies of the working class, and a
~ most pitiless struggle must be waged against
~ them; no comprouise with them is permis-
sible. Therefore, our slogan for any bourgeois
country you may choose is: “Down with the
Parliament! Long live the power of the So-
m.s.!” ¢ ik -
Nevertheless, the question may be put this
“Very well, you deny the power of the
present bourgeois Parliaments; then why don't
¥ou organise new, more democratic Parlia-
mnents on the basis of a real universal suf-
Mrage?” During the Socialist revolution the
struggle hias become so acute that the work-
ing class must act quickly and resolutely,
‘without allowing its class encmies to enter
into its eamp, into its organisation of power,
- Such qualifications are only found in the So-
viets of workers, soldiers, sailors, and peas-
‘ants, elected in the factories and shops, in the
~ country and in the harragks. So the ques-
tion of the furﬂg of the proletarian power is
put this way. Now the Government is to be
over! wn: Kings, Presidents, Parliaments,
ers of Deputies, National Assemblies,
€ institutions are our sworn enemies, *

wst be destroyed. 7z
we take up the second basic ques-
the bourgeois Parliaments be fully
for the purpose of developing the re-
y class struggle? (Logically, as we
, this question is by no means
first question.  In fact: A per-

¥ a
by joining it and by “utilising”
gﬁs ‘perfectly understood by our

"

Jften confuse these

false enemies when they exploit the
Social Democratic partics, the trade yyj
and the like, for their purposes.

Let us take the extreme example: The Rug
sian Communists, the Bolsheviki, voted i th
election for the Constituent Assembly, Tha
met in its hall. Dut they came there to breale yy |
this Constituent Assembly withi twenty-foye |
hours and fully te realise the Soviet power, |
The party of the Bolsheviki also had its De-
puties in the Czar's imperial Duma, Did tle
party at that time “recognise” the Duma g
an ideal, or at lcast an endurable, form of¥l
government? It would be lunacy ta as;um'q |
tnat. It sent its representatives there so gl
to proceed against the apparatus of the Czarist
power from that side, too, and to contribute 1o
the destruction of that same Duma, It wael
not for nothing that the Czarist Government
cendemned the Bolshevist “parliamentarianst |
to prison for “high treason.” The Bolshevist®
leaders were also carrying on an illegal work,
although they temporarily made use of their
“inviolability” to weld together the masses
for the drive against Czarisim. |

But Russia was not the only place where s
that kind of “parliamen * activity was car- |
ried on. Look at Gern wid the activities
of Licbknecht. The mu cd comrade was i
the perfect type of a revolutionist.  Was there, 3
‘then, something non-revolutionary in the fact
that he, from the tribune of the accursed Prus-
sian Landtag, called upon the soldiers to rise
.against the Landtag? On the contrary. Here s
100, we see the complete admissibility andfuse-;
fulness of his exploitation of the situation, Ii
Liebknecht had not been a Deputy, he would
never have been able to accomplish such an
act; his speeches would have had no such eche
as they had. The example of the Swedish
Communists in Parliament also convinces us
of this. In Sweden Comrade Hoglund played, |
and plays, the same role that Liebknecht
played in German Making usc of his posi-
tion as a Deputy, he assists in destroying the |
bourgenis parliament 'y system; no one else
in Sweden has done as much for the cause
of the revolution and the struggle against the
war as our friend.

In Bulgaria we see the same thing. The
Bulgarian Communists have sueccessfully ex-
ploited, the tribune ‘of Parliament for revolu-
tionary purpose At the recent elections they
won seats for forty-seven Deputics. Com-
rades Blagoieff, Kirkoff, Kolaroff, and other
leaders of the Bulgarian Communist Party
understand how. to exploit the parliamentary
trib in the service of the proletarian re-
volution. Such “parliamentary work” demands
peculiar daring and a special revolutionary
Spirit; the men there are oceupying cspecially
dangerous positions; they are laying mines un- =

cr the enemy while in the enemy's camp; ©

i

=
(3

‘they enter Parliament for the purpose - of =
Eetting this machine in their hands in order
1o assist the masses behind the walls of the
Parliament in their work of hlowing it up. .
i\ Arciwe for the 111.-¢\inte:nzuu:eI of the bour-

geois “democratic” Parliaments as the form
of the administration of the State? ]

No, not in any case. We are for the So-
viets, i

But we are for the full utilisation of these
Parliaments for our Communist work—as long
10t yet strong cnough to overthrow
rhiament.

Yes, we are for this—in consideration of
a whole list of conditions. We know very
well that in France, America, and England
no such parliamentarians have yet arisen from
the mass of -the workers. In those coun-
tries we have thus far observed a picture of
parliament: betrayal. But this is no proof
of the incorrectness of the tdctics that we re-
gard as correct! It is only a matter of there
Leing  revolutionary parties there, like the
Bolsheviki or the German Spartacists. As
soon as there is such a party, everything can

only

1 this is s t
it is a matter of course
to split into factions over thi:
question. The practice of parl
stitution was so disgusting that
comrades have prejudices reg:
tion, These ought ta be overco:
course of the revolutionary strugg!
fore, we urgently appeal to al
organisations which are carrying on a
struggle for the Soviets and call upo:
to unite firmly, even despite lack of ag
on this question.

All those who are for the Soviets a
proletarian dictatorship wish to unite as
as possible and form a unified Comm
Party.

With Communist greetings,

becotie quite different. It is particularly ne- ; G. ZINOVIEV,
(1) that the deciding centre of the President Executive Committee, Communist
iEE ¥y

International.

lie le  Parliament — 3
- Sept. 1, 1919,

er kinds of mass ac-
in Parliament he

confined {3) that the depn- b
ties also perforn al work; (4) that they THE TWELVE I.W.W. MEN.
act for the Central Committee and subject to 3 Qi ol

(H) that they do not heed the
forms in their acts—have no
ishes with the hourgeois ma-
it} et

its orders;

AGITATION ABROAD.

Most interesting are recent letters fram
king part in the cleetions Tom Barker, who is visiting Europca v,
a given clectoral cam-  cqapital cities as the aceredited represe
s npon a whole string ’ 7

of .con-- s : “
tances, which in ecach country tative of 250,000 South American wo

g

articularly considered at each given ©rs. The objects of his trip are fo sec
time.  The Russian Polsheviki were for boy-  thé release everywhere of class Wal
cotting the clections for the first Imperial prispners, Special attention is being paid
Ihuma in 1906; and these same persons were ;

to the Sydney twelve. Last letters show
that Tom had set an agitation oin
throughout Scandinavia, and that he was
now touring England, placing the facts
the case before the various Labor org:
or tiking part in the elections, the other was Sa!mns_there' Aftcr_all, the Caplta’!‘lst‘ﬁ <
agamst it; but the party of the Spartacists re- @ains little or nothing by deportl_ngvrr-ié
mained a unifiecd Communist Party. like Barker. They simp]y shift thei
_In principle we cannot renounce the utilisa-  tivities from one centre to another,
tlon of parliamentarism.' The party of the
Russian Bolsheviki declared in a special reso-
Iution in the spring of 1918, at its Congress,
when it was alrcady in power, that the Rus-
sian Communists, in case the bourgeois democ-
racy in Russia through a peculiar combination
of circumstances should onde ore get the up-
per hand, might be compelled to return to the
utilisation of bourgeonis parliamentarism. Room
 for manotuvring is also to be allowed in this
respect.

_The comrades’ principal efforts are to con-
Sist in the work of mobilising the masses;
establishing ' the party, organising their own
EToups in the unions and capjuring them, or-

for taking p
Imperial Dun
the bourgeai
in Russia for n
before the ele
Assembly, onc

in the elections for the second
, when it had been shown that
grarian power would still rule
ny a year. In the year 1918,
on for the German National
section of the Spartacists was

CRIMEA.

“The alleged recovery of th
army, now sheltered in’ €
General Baron Vrangel :
dream of a group of brai
monarchists abroad,
Polish invasion, were

ownfall of Sovie

ganising soviets in the course of the strug-  Jpst- ey

gle, leading the mass struggle, agitation for s Fryth}
the revolution among the masses—all this is = EX

of first line importance; parliamentary action 11

VSl
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COMMUNIST MANIFESTO. By
- Karl Marx and Frederick Engels.

- “A SPECTRE is haunting FEurope—
the spectre of Communism.” Such is the

ning statement of the illustrious Mani-
«F which in February, 1848, first saw
e light of day. At this moment, in July,
20, the same spectre—the spectre of
Communism is haunting not only Europe,
but all the world. In Russia, indeed, this
spectre becomes a reality, grim enough
~ for an expropriated bourgeoisie, but
glorious for the risen proletariat. Even
in Austrdlia, where the struggle of the
‘classes is not yet so intense as in the
older countries, the spectre of Com-
mumism has made its appearance; the
" Proletarian Review” is one of the forms
- in which it has appeared.

This i1s an immense progress; but, al-
though the date of publication of the
Manifesto marks the first unquestioned
entrance of the Communists into history,

- whereas in 1920 they are bracing them-
- selves for the final struggle against
Capital, despite this lapse of two and
“seventy years the Manifesto still stands
for the revolutionist like a granite boulder
untouched by the tooth of time. Now as
then the Communists of the world stand
firm upon its principles; the new Com-
munist Manifesto so recently issued by
the Third International but develops that
theory and practice the clear outlines of
which were traced by Marx and Engels
in 1848. ' .

There is something else that must be
said of the Communist Manifesto, and, in
an essay commemorating its jubilee,

~ Antonio Labriola says it,

“Not one of the previous or subsequent
ks of the anthors of the Manifesto them-
although thev have a much more con-
! e scientific leaning, can replace the
ifesto or have the same snecific efficacy.

gives us in its classic simplicity the true ex-
ion of this situation; the modern prole-

at exists, takes its stand, grows and de-
8 in confemporary historv as the con-
subject. the positive force whose neces-
e ignary action must find in com-

< ised power of one class for oppressin

A

1runism its necessary outcome. And ghay
why this work while sivine a theoretieal ba‘g
to its prediction, and expressing it in brigp
rapid and concise formulae, forms a Stcu-
house, or rather an inexhaustible mine of ¢
bryonic thoughts which the reader may ig,
tilise and multiply indefinitely; it preserves aj
the original and orivinating force of the thing|
which is but lately born, and which has nggl
vet left the field of its production.”

That, above all, is the reason why the
working man should closely study the
Communist Manifesto.

If he does so, he will find for
mulated in the first section  thel
famous doctrine of the class strugglel

“The history of all hitherto existing
society is the history of class struggles™
Marx and Engels have here in miud, off
course, written history, history since thej
break-down of primitive communism, 1
which there were no class struggles.  Ourl
studious working man will find these van-
ous struggles briefly indicated, and thel
dm'('ln]]mcnl of our own class strugg}&
dealt with at length, traced up to the
point where “ the more or less veiled ci ll‘
war” between the workers and the capis
talists “breaks out into open revolutiony
and where the violent overthrow of thel
bourgeoisie lays the foundation for thej
sway of the proletariat.”” The reader will
note the proud and open declaration of the
inevitability of a violent revolution,.and
judge for himself its applicability in his
own day, the era of capitalist Imperialism.
He will note too that the Manifesto
proclaims every class struggle to be @
political struggle, and speaks of t
“organisation of the proletarians into @
class, and consequently into a political
party.” He will not fail to understand
that Marfx and Engels use the ter
“ political” in the wide sense; that while
mere parliamentary action is certainly
palitical, political action, on the contrarys
is not necessarily parliamentary, He wil
further discever that political power 1
splendidly defined as ““ merely the organ

another.” :
Though Marx and Engels did not us
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this precise phrase until after the ex-
perience of the Paris Commune of 1871,
the *Manifesto yet directly points the
reader to the “dictatorship of the prole-

tariat.”

“The first step in the revolution by the
working class, is to raise the proletariat to the
position of ruling class, to win the battle of
democracv. The proletariat will use its poli-
tieal supremacy to wrest, by degrecs, all
capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralise all
instruments of production in the hands of
the State, i.e, of the proletariat organised as
the ruling class; and to increase the total of
productive forces as rapidly as possible. i
course, in the beginning this cannot be effected
except by means of despotic inroads on the
rizhts of property, and on the conditions of
Lourgeois production.”

Already, then, in 1848, we have a clear
outline of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, Indeed, the actual measures which
the Manifesto tells us the victorious
workers will  pretty generally” apply n
the most advanced countries, bear a strik-
ing resemblance to what has actually been
done in Soviet Russia.

Labriola wrote half a book on the
Communist Manifesto, and we would not
be averse ourselves to writing a whole
one on the same subject. But for the
present we must stop here, having already
exceeded our space. An understanding of
this worl is absolutely indispensable for
the proletarian student. Outsidg their
longer works, which the wage-slave has
not always the opportunity to read, Marx
and Engels put up the essence of their
theory in concise yet classic form. Thus
Engels, in “Socialism, Utopian and
Scientific,” briefly introduces us to the
Materialist Conception of History and the
socialist philosophy. Thus Marx, in
“Value, Price and Profit,” introduces us
in like manner to the Labor Theory of
Value and working-class economics.  And
thus too, in the “ Communist Manifesto,”
Marx and Engels combine to. give us a
superb introduction to proictarian politics
and the doctrine of the Class Struggle.

Y th i

'i‘HE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. By
Karl Radek. ;

Marx and Engels developed Socialism
from Utopia to science; the Russian Re-

volution develops it from science to ac- -

" The PROLETARI

tion. The Russian Rey
beecome life. In the
which' was originally writ
duction to Bucharin’s bool ¥
munist Programme of the Worl
lution,” Radek traces out this
velopment of Socialism. He show:
the revolutionary standpoint of the :
ders of modern socialism and the emas
lation of Marxism which occurred dur
the comparatively peaceful period of ¢
talism which began in the seventi
last century. The reformist illusions
this period, however, collapsed before t!
present century had proceded very far,
and the Russian Revolution of 1
brought the problem of the rad to pow
prominently before the militant prol
tariat.

* Already in 1905 the German and A
trian proletariat had worked its wa:
through to the idea of the mass strike.™ =
“The mass strike as general strike was
exalted by the French syndicalists as a
means of winning complete liberty.” The
leaders of the left wing of the worke;
discussed this question for years.

“Should the leaders of the . workers’ or-
ganisations decide upon the strike if Parli
mentary action should fail, should it be
pistol, then, held in readiness to Back up the
Parliamentary. struggle, or should it be ti
actual mode of the struggle itself, emergi
spontaneoushy out of the increasingly acut
class conflicts, prepared, not in the conference
chambers of the leaders, but preparing e
hour in the shopns and factory prisons—no
only  through the growing agitation,
through the stimulated action of the prole-
tariat,” ’

The majority of the Socialists s
democracy the means by which
workers would gain the victory
Syndicalists pointed to the labor u
as the agency which should win
tarian power, and wield it when
been won.  Events have shown
neither capitalist democracy .
liamentary agencies nor the lal
are the instruments of proletaria;
When Pannekoek, some time
war, proclaimed that new or
must be created in the fires o




their mass action, win to power.

Soviets, “ the worker-delegate coun-

‘which can always be re-elected, and

~ which always return to their native soil,

the factory,” then become the mechanism
of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

That is the lesson of the Russian Revolu-

tion.

Radek writes interestingly upon the
conditions requisite for a Socialist Revolu-
tion, upon the counter-revolutionary pro-
blems facing the proletariat, and upon de-
mocracy. With reference to the last, we
were recently asked whether Radek did
not advise the workers to boycott Parlia-
ment on all occasions. That is not so.

_ Whilst clearly realising the bourgeois
character and the limitations of Parlia-
ment, he writes in the present work as
follows :—

“As the fecble proletariat is interested in
free speech, in free voting, in prder to col-
lect its forces, we have recognised Democracy
s 4 way to Socialism; that means that it was
necessary for us to enjnv, participate ccly in
the affairs of the State, in order to mobilise the
masses for Socialism.”

In his “Letter to a German Com-
munist,” he takes up the same attitude
towards Parliament and elections, Radek’s
position is in this respect identical iwith
that of Lenin, Zinoviev, and the Third
International,

POLISH IMPERIALISM COLLAPS.-
ING.

Of the war of capitalist Poland upon
Soviet Russia, [.t.-Col. Bek says: “Hated
by all their neighbours, and by their ‘al-
lies," the Ukrainians, more than by any-
one else, the Poles blindly advanced
farther and farther into Russia, having
forgotten the bitter lesson which their an.
cestors received in absolutely similar at- -
tempts, which ended in the partition of
\Poland.” Now the Polish armies are
soundly thrashed by the Red sol-
“Polish imperialism, like Prussian
erist, will vanish, and on the wreck
the present Poland, a Soviet Poland
| arise, and then it may be as large as
lation may consider necessary,”
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~organise themselves in Soviets,
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LABOR LEGISLATION,

IN RUSSIA AND; ELSEWHERE

lhcr'c are some people who say th;ﬁ[
what Russia is getting under I?-o]shcvik
rule is simply the Labor
are all familiar with.
declare that Marx and
their Communist Manifesto, the legisla-
tion we termr Labor Legi
of these statements is correct,
cases the same answer applies.
actments urged by Marx and Engelg
were to follow the revolution, not Precede
it. And that is the situation in Russia.
In such case the spirit of the legislation
15 entirely different t it which under-
lies what we get as Labor Legislation
outside Russia. The spirit of our legisla-
tion, of our wages awards, of our old-
age pensions Acts, of our factory legisla:
tion, is to give to the w rking man a5
little as possible, much only as i§
absolutely necessary Not so in Russia,
dhiere the spirit of those measires 98
operated by the Bolsheviks is to give
much as possible to the worker, It is not
how little can we get him to work for
and how long can we work him, but it i9
how much can we allow for the work to
be done and how few hours are required’
o dovit. A vastly different thing.

Legislation We
[he same DPeaple

(

O1

BOLSHEVIK FOREIGN POLICY.

“Another victory in the domain of our
f(_Jrrclgu policy is the conclusion of peace
with Esthonia, which {he present session
of the All-Russian Exccutive Committes
15 called upon to ratify, This represents
an event of the greatest historical impor-
tance, A bourgeois government of a
small nation has entered into an agree-
ment with us, prefering peace with us,
because it clearly understands the robber
plans of imperialism, the oppressor of
small ‘nations, We brought about this
peace at the cost of territorial concessions
and by recognising the independence of
3’;51}}01_1'13. Through our victories
Denikin, Kolchak and Yudenich, we have
dt:munstratcd our ability to oppose foree
with victorious force and our peace agree-
ment with *Esthonia has demonstrated
that swe areralso able to win by declining
to use force.”—Lenin.

Engels urged, i
slation. Neithers

In both |
'1‘}1(’_ en-
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mﬂ ILW.W. Men.
release of ten out of the twelve
nprisoned I.W.W. men certainly
Is for proletarian comment. They
- emerged from a narrower into a
r bondage, from the wage-slave's
on into the prison of wage-slavery.
that they are to be congratulated.
, beyond congratulations, certain facts
ir connection with their case must needs
- be stressed. In the first place, we invite
‘our readers to consider the combined cir-
- cumstances of the trial and conviction of
the twelve men, and of the two subse-
quent commissions arising out of their
case, as well as the facts elicited by these.
Ii they do so, they cannot any longer re-
tain the least vestige of respect for bour-
geois law as they know it to be admin-
istered in Australia. Henceforth they
may comply with that law so far and so
long as this may be necessary, but re-
spect it they never will again, In the
second place, we hope that no one will
be misled by the release of ten out of
the twelve men into revising his estimate
of the futility of the Labor Party. Rather
should its ultimate futility be confirmed
by-_thg_-fapt that two out of the twelve re-
main in gaol. Had a revolutionary Com-
munist party the same support from the
working class as the Labor Party now
enjoys, not ten but twelve I.W.W. men
would have emerged, not into the wider
- Londage of capitalism, but into the com-
parative freedom—for them—of the dic.
- tetorship of the proletariat. But a revo-
~ Irtionary organisation will only rally the
- 1n3ss of the workers over the dying body
_of the Labor Pariy. Unfortunately, the
- Labor Party still flourishes ; nevertheless
' Communists must use the means at theiy
disposal in the attempt to sccure the re.
Iease of Reeve and King.
i G
Deportation of Father Jerger.

CATHOLIC ﬁriest has been - de-

prevent this, the crew of the
refused to work the ship if she

i b
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‘placed on board.

from Australia. Inan effort

carried Father Jerger, nor would the
waterside workers have handled the L. |
ber” had they known he was tg gc,
We have here an ex
ample on a small scale of that extra-par.
liamentary political action which ensues’
when the proletariat uses its industria]

might to accomplish political purposes, tp |
bring’ pressure to bear upon the bogped
geois state.  As  such, it is welcome
enough. It is only a pity that waterside
workers and seamen did not make use of
the same weapon in the past, when mem-

bers of their own class were being de-
ported during the war. ‘We hope that in

the future, in the cvent, for instance, of
tke Commonwealth Government attempt-
ing to deport any of the released I W.W.

men, it will not have to be said against the
workers concerned that those who re
sisted the deportation of a priest, traitor-
ously assisted in the deportation of a
wage-plug.  We would point out this.
The American authorities recently jailed
the Irish working-class agitator, Jim
Larkin, for his efforts in behalf of the
American proletariat. Although both
Dr. Mannix and De Valera were on the
spot, we have yet to learn that either of
them has uttered a single word in behalf
of Larkin. We do not blame them for

that; on the contrary, we commend their |

atti‘tudc to the proletariat. They have
their own interests, to which they closely
adhere; we advise the workers to do like-
wise. By all means let them develop the
political strike, let them develop it into
that broader mass action which in due
season-will lead the proletariat along the
t0ad to power; hut let them use such ac-
ton in their awn class interests, and let’

them leave matters which lie ontside those

interests well enough alone,

) Y % % [
The Coal Miners.

TJ—]AT the period of strikes which the
Australian proletariat has entered
is by no means ended, the hrewing
trouble among the coal ‘miners clearly

o

proves. Apart from the mere wage de-
miands of the Coal and Shale Employees’

T T
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Tederation, a more sweeping claim is re-
ported by the daily press—whether cor-
rectly or not we cannot say—to have
been made by one of the officials of that
body. As reported, the substance of this
claim is that there can be no peace in
the coal industry until the miners are
given an ‘“‘equal economic partnership.”
We are bound to say that if this demand
means an equal partnership between the
coal miners and the do-nothing capitalists
who own the mines, it is at once mon-
strous and absurd. It is monstrous that
the miners should go into partnership
with the robbers who fleece them. It is
absurd because, in the words of Lenin,
exploiters and exploited cannot be equal.
If what is intended is that the mines

should be owned by the State, and
the industry controlled by the Union
in a sort of partnership with it, the

case 15 nothing better. So long as the
State represents the class power of the
capitalists (and the existence of a “La-
bor” Government in no way alters this),
it is a mere playing with toys for some
group of workers to have something to
do with the management of their indus
try. At the most it might mean the en-
trenchment of this particular group with
in the scheme of State capitalism. No
such “schemes” will stead. The frst
step towards the emergence of the coal
miners from wage slavery must be the
seizure of political power by the working
class, the shattering of the existing bour-
geois machinery of State, and the setting-
up of a new State machine fashioned to
the needs of the p]'ulc-luri;l[, Then, and
1ot before, will the coal miners be able to
proceed to the reorganisation of their in-
dustry along Communist lines.

]
The Industrial Peace Bill,
[ we have fclt bound to criticise ad-
versely the reported “‘partnership”
~ talk of a representative of the coal
naners, we are at least heartily in accord

- with his simultancous repudiation of the

Industrial Peace Bill introduced into Par-
liament by the Prime Minister. The Ar-
bitration Court heing in a fair way to
suffer shipwreck on the jagged rock of ir-

reconciliably antagonistic class interests,

v
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‘Mr. Hughes proposes to s

Commonwealth and district
cial tribunals and local board:
these to be composed of réps
of employers and of workers,
with a chairman. The Industrial

Bill plainly reveals the ha-nkrlipt
Lourgeois statesmanship, Its reme:
the failure of conciliation is more
ation. If anyone imagines that indus
peace can be attained by such means,
is sadly mistaken. As well try to a
pease a hungry man by inviting him
sit at table after you have finished t
meal. The Bill offers the working cla
the forms of class conciliation upon tl
cconomic basis of class antagonism.
invites the proletariat to come and for

phere of Mr. Hirghes' councils, its indig:
ration at being mercilessly exploited. We
Lope the working class will lose no. time
in kicking the hottom out of these coun-
i Industrial peace can only be
achieved through class war and the vie-
tory of the workers therein. The coun-
cils these need do not contain employers;
they are of the form of Soviets, and con-
stitute the mechanism of the dictatorship
of the proletariat.

THE DEPEN_DENTS OF THE LW.W. |
MEN.

We have been informed by George
Washington, hon. secretary of the Relief
Committee of the dependents of the
I.W.W. men, that the fund for the r*lie'_f
of these is almost exhausted. Although
ten of the twelve men have now been re-
leased from gaol, our readers will realise
that it will be extremely difficult for them
to find employment, and that in co
quence the need for the relief of their
wives and children remains as great as
ever. The Relief Committee has accord
ingly sent out an urgent call for funds,
and it asks that all contributions be fo
warded to the treasurer, John B. ,
Box 1656, G.P.O., Sydney. &=

“The economic structure of soci
real basis on which the juridical 2
superstructire is raised, and to
social forms of thought co:
the mode of production det:
ter of the social, itica
generally.”—Karl h‘g 1



In the last issue we were saying that
only Socialist reason that might be
in favour of the transformation of
certain private industries into services ad-
- ministered by State or Commune, was that
~ the transformation would simplify the
- revolutionary task of expropriation to be
‘accomplished by the workers’ party when
‘masters of political power. But this rea-
son has not a leg to stand on. The ad-
itages of the change would be far from
_a-,niing ‘the many dangers presented,
ch we have already briefly mentioned.
- The first great revolutionary effort of
the workers will be to seize the central
~ power.  So long as this capitalist strong-
hold will not have been captured, all pro-
letarian measures will be refused, even
urgent ones; or, if accorded, it will be in
such a form that they become illusory and
only benefit the capitalist class.

When the bourgenisie are dispossessed
of political power, then only will the
_wbr_ker;r:" party be able to commence their
- economic expropriation. But those who
~demand the nationalisation of certain in-
~ dustries—cven under present conditions—

say that the task of the workers’ party

will be lightened because the bourgeoisie

will already have been dispossessed of a
portion of the social means of production.

Not at all.

. The great organisations of communica-
tion and credit (such as the railways, the
Bank' of France, the Credit Foncier, and
the lile), which it is desired to put into
the hands of the State, arc already so ad-
‘mirably centralised that, in order to seize
~them, it would only be necessary to give
~ a kick to their directors and burn a few
~ bundles of papers. It would be just as
easy to take possession of the Bank of

tance and its provincial branches as it
vould be to take over the General Post
~ Office and its branches. It would only be

- needful to send four men and a corporal,
; | to put the high officials under lock
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Socialism and Nationalisation
By PAUL LAFARGUE.

It
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and key, in order to paralyse their i

trigues and obtain information, if need |
£ )

were felt even for this.

il
It would be the same with the railways |
Under the Commune it should have beep |

seen how Mr. Rothschild and all the
chiefs of the railway screwed up their
mouths. They became quite humble
when they spoke to a delegate of the Come
mune. It was quite a pleasant sight. '
happen to know something about it.

Nationalisation would not facilitate the
revolutionary task; but it would give rise’
to financial swindles and a fearful de-|

terioration of the Exchec
second number of “1.'Fga
o ek

Revue Socialiste” T have
some of the scandalous robberies of pub-

In the

1

lic funds which took place on the State|
purchase of the smaller railways. All-the |

political jobbers—the Freycinets, Gam-
bettas and Wilsons—their appetite whet-
ted by the repurchase of the small lines;
demand the purchase of the trunk rail-
ways.

Although in a less degree, the expros
priation of the great organisations of pro=
duction (ironworks, mines, textiles, ete.)
will still be an easy matter. It will only he
a question of displacing—and confining, if

needful-—a few administrators or owners. |
But expropriation is only a part of the his-

toric task of the workers’ party.

5 T'IIO_S(.' who busy themselves with State |
Socialism—that is to say, those who de- |
mand nationalisation or municipalisation |

of certain services—do not trouble at all
about the lot of the workers engaged in
them; but even admitting that they
sought to improve the lot of those en-

ployed, would they be able to do so? i

they can, let them prove it; let them be-
gin by improving the conditions of the
underpaid workers in the Post Office, it
the S[;ate tobacco factories, railways, and
State ironworks. The workshops of State

and in the |
pointed out |

=y, Bl e
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and municipality are prisons quite as bad
as private workshops, if not worse.

The toilers are more greedily exploited
in them than in private enterprise; they
are bent beneath an authority that is more
powerfully hierarchic; they can neither
combine nor strike.  And it could scarcely
be otherwise, the State and municipality
being only official representatives of the
capitalist class,

But the revolutionary power which will
socialise the instruments of labour taken
from the capitalist class will have to
mount ird over the general interests of
the society served by the socialised in-
dustries, and in particular over the inter-
ests of those directly engaged in them.

g

Suppose the party of the proletariat had
sent M

ancestors, and had seized
tailway of France; and let
pose that it either would
not

f hi

not or «

it establish gratuitous
transport at the outset; it could arrange
matters somewhat in this way: Out of

ncs of receipts, 10 francs are
r depreciation and general ex-
d 30 francs are distributable to
and debenture holders. Now,

share
shares and dehentures being suppressed,

the revolutionary government could di-
vide the portion taken by the sharehold-
ers for doing nothing into three parts.
One-third could be left to the workers,
one-third go to cheapen freight, and one-
third go as revenue to the State.

ByER.

Putting on one side the question of the
necessity or otherwise in Australia for a
revolution or revolutionary organisations,
let us consider what a revolution is and
what kind of organisation is requisite for
such an act; then we shall be in a position
to judge whether there is a revolutionary
organisation in this country. It is not
the purpose of the writer of this article
to cavil at this or that organisation; his

*Translated from the French by F. C. Watts, of the Socialist Party of Gre:

+vices and talents.

“antees that the workers to whom &

. Rothschild to Jericho to look for-
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Thus the revoluﬁﬁmwg
could immediately increase the
tion of the cmpfgyees by nearl
cent. It would have to ensure that
remuneration was distributed in qui
different way to the present, whe
less an administrator or high
works, the more he is paid. To rem
this it need only leave those interes
apportion the amount according f
The revolutionary
vernment would also have to obtain g

fided a social instrument possessed al
requisite qualities for its good worl
and that it did not become a means o
ploiting certain grades of workers, a
operative workshops have beco
present society.

This method of utilising the social
means of production could only be a pass-
ing one, imposed by the difficulties amid:
which the workers’' party will have
struggle on the morrow of the revolutiol
But we can perceive z period wherein,
with the needs of consumption and the
powers of production scientifically ca
lated, consumption as well as productio
will Be free. There will then be neithe:
wages nor market prices.  Human soci

communism. - 3

Indeed, only a “possibilist” professor,
ignorant of social conditions and steeped
ir. bourgeois prejudices, could offer the
nationalisation of public services as the
Socialist ideal.® 3 e

FINN.

sale concern is to discover whethel
matter of fact, there exists in this coun
a working-class organisation adeq
the exigencies of revolution. ]
Revolution is a sudden change o
ing conditions to entirely new con
Whether these new conditions al
or worse than the old condit
side the point. If present cond
~changed to old, pret._ri‘ou_alx



‘such an act is counter-revolu-
‘or retrogression. Revolution, then,
_aims at entirely new conditions,
; %'ﬂus aim is achieved, the revolution
has been successfully accomplished. It
~ has been the general historical rule that
such a sweeping change has not been ac
complished without an actual fight be-
tween those who desired such a change
and those who opposed it. Supporting the
‘existing conditions there is always some
kind of force whose duty it is to maintain
these conditions, and, therefore, to oppose
all attempts at drastic change. It fol-
lows that to accomplish such a change the
force behind the old conditions must be
~ dislodged, and even, perhaps, destroyed.
‘That can only be done by a new force
stronger and superior to the old onc.

Of course this does not mnecessarily
imply the creation of a superior force by
~ amitation of the old one and‘surpassing
it in numbers, and, perhaps,in technique.
Disruption of the old forces is one of the
most effective weapons in the hands of
their antagonists, .But no matter how far
this disruption may be carried, it is abso-
lutely  essential to have new efficient
forces, not only for the final dislodgment
- of the old forces, but also for the protec--
~ tion of the constructive work during the
: period immediately following the revolu-

tion and pending the complete disappear-
ance of resistance to the new conditions.
The new forces will at different stages
shape themselves into different forms. In
Russia, before the revolution of 1917, the.
revolutionary forces were being prepared
mainly by the Communist (Bolshevik)
Party. But as soon as the revolutionary

~ forces challenged the old regime, they at

once welded themselves into a new form,
the Soviets, which are now established as
= the essential form for the period of transi-

tion to complete Communism, when all

forms of force will have become super-
- fluous and disappeared. The experience
of two revolutions in Russia shows us
that this second form can exist only dur-
‘ing the actual revolution and after it only
. the event of proletarian victory. The
viets were established during the re-
ion of 1905, but as on that occasion
olutionary forces were defeated, the
were immediately disbanded. But

R
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‘the task of a revolutionary organisatigy |

.moment for a real act

August,

even during the existence of the Soviets
the Communist Party persists, ang fu:i-
tions as a guiding hand for these organis:_‘,_
tions. : 1
The question of this guiding hand i
now before us. A well known 1-e\,.01':|!"
tionist likened it to the General Staff n;_;-
an army whose soldiers were the rank and |
file of the proletariat. If that be s0, thep '
is much greater than the task of meg
propaganda, essential as the latter {s
The General Staff of an army . acts al](i‘
commands. Certainly it does not neglect
the training of officers and soldiers, by
.fhc%c being trained, it puts them at once
into action, and, if there is no war, into
dummy action. But all, General Staff
officers, and soldiers ready at any'

The General Staff deals with military
affairs. Of course, it is concerned with
the present conditions of existence of the
whale army,  with cloti transports,
machinery, with plans, the disposi-
tion of cities, villages, rivers, seas, with
the peoples of its own and other coun-
tries who may be enemies or allies in
action. Even at a time of peace, a good
Ger'lcral Staft will know who are likely to
be its enemies and friends, and will help
the Tuture friends, and try to weaken
the likely enemies. 3

_ This is the precise position of a revolu-
tionary organisation. The task of a re-
volutionist is not so easy as many $0-
called revolutionists imagine. Tt carries
with it hard work, severe hardship, great’
danger. The Executive Committee of the:
Third International has recently circu-
lated a letter on Parliamentarism® which
bears this article out, and expands the |
idea contained in it. In the further
Jlight ‘which this letter throws upon the
question we have heen discussing, W€ |
should be able to discover whether theré ]

1S a revolutionary organisation in' Aus-
tralia,

'Philosop]lcrs‘ have anl i I
; : 8 ¥y inter |)I'El€(1 i

world differe tly i S

L cren ; » but the point is to chang!

. *This leiter was published in the July num-
ber of the “Proletarian Review.” Y
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A Marxian Analysis of the Present
Soaring Prices -
By E. S. HANKS. PR~

In the last issue the causes of rising
prices before the war were analysed, and
in this issue the more rapid rise which
accurred since will be analysed,

In the early days of the war, the inter-
naticnal relations of the various countries
w so upsct that the mechanism of
credit was disorganised, and the interna-
tional trade relationships had to be con-
ducted with gold. Owing to the warring
nations requiring  war  materials, they
bought great quantities of munitions, etc.,
frcm the neutral nations, in  particular

he

from U.S.A. Payment had to be
made in d, as the belligerents were too
fully en -d in war production to be
able to 1 ) the “balance of trade,” or, in

other wor they were not able to export
commodities to act as repayment for the
munitions, etc., which they were import-
ing. 1s we find America demanding
gold as payment, and the belligerent go-
vernments taking control of all gold coin,
specie, etc., in order to liquidate their
debts abroad. To meet the currency re-
quirements within the borders of their
own countries, notes were issued and
were made legal tender. If the issue of
these notes had been only of an amount
to replace the gold withdrawn, or, on
there being a rise in prices from any
cause, only in such extra quantities as
would have been equivalent to the extra
amount of gold (for a general rise in
prices: necessitates an increase of cur-
rency), then certainly no further rise in
prices could have occurred from this
cause.

Says Marx (“Critique of Political Econ-
omy,” p. 1656): “How many reams of
paper cut up into bills can circulate as
money? Put in that way the question
would be absurd. The worthless tokens

are signs of value only in so far as they.

represent gold within the sphere of “cir-
culation, and they represent it only to the
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. theoretical examples given in that worl .

“Since paper bills are legal tender, no one

extent to which it would itself be

tion.” :

Marx, with characteristic thoroughnes
has analysed the results of inflated cur
rencies. Though the “Critique of Politi-*
cal Economy” was published in 1858, L?LE

have heen reproduced in substance in al-
most every country in Europe and in Aus-
tralia since the outbrezk of war.

On p. 167 (“Critique”) Marx says:

can prevent the State from forcing as
large a quantity of them as it desires in-
to circulation, and from impressing upon
it any coin denomination such as £1, £5, =
£20. The bills which have once gotten =
into circulation cannot be removed, since,
on-the one hand, their course is hemmed
in by the frontier posts of the country,
and on the other, they lose all value, use
value as well as exchange value, outside
of circulation.” : S
Marx here refers to the fact that these
notes are of no use for foreign exchange.
It was for this reason that gold was with-
drawn by the belligerents and used for
foreign payments. So great was the in-
rush of gold to America that it
melted down, and later, American secu
ties, which were held in England, wer
demanded as payment. e}
In the ‘Age,” 16/12/15 was the fol-
lowing:— L
“The United States Treasury has
cumulated so much gold coin as a
of British payments that it has me
down 20,000,000 sovereigns. The
weighs 200 tons, and measures
11ft.” i
Marx sums up the whole posit
following words (“Critique,
“The rise or fall of prices
ties following a rise or fall |
tity of paper _mi,’c&--.ﬂi




circulation—is nothing
through the process of
f a law mechanically violated
_E;_pamely, that the quantity
n circulation is determined by
of commodities, and the quan-
ens of value in circulation is
ed by the quantity of gold coin
represents. For that reason any
| number of paper notes will be ab-
“and equally digested by the pro-
circulation, because the token of
no matter with what gold title it
 muy enter circulation will be compressed
- within the latter to a token of that guan-
of geld which could actually circu-
n its place.”'*

- It has been shown that gold became a
ecessity for oversea payments, and thus,
in order to meet these obligations, gold
- was withdrawn from circulation and notes
substituted ; but, having this power, the
- Government (harrassed by the great'and
growing war expenditure) had a means
of payment for debts contracted within
~its own borders, and o we find the truth
of the trite expression of a bourgeois eco-
- nomist, “Paper money is an ingenious
‘methad of borrowing by a needy Govern-
- ment.”

- Two cases can be quoted of the Com-
~ monwealth Government thus simply
issuing notes to meet payments—
_onme being £6,000,000 required for
wool, the other being a statement
that the Australian note issue was

*The Melbourne “Socialist,” July 9th, 1920,
printed an unsigned - article entitled “ The
Money Fetish.” The “Socialist” proceeds to
- dress down the Sydney Labor Council for
‘the latter’s, in this case, correct and Marxian
ent re the present cause of rising prices,
ably, the “Sacialist” is angry that the
have not on this occasion, chimed in
1 the parrot cry of “Profiteers! Pro-
rofiteers!”
: a clear understanding of the
ctors would lead to an agitation
' issue. No more is this the case
at an understanding of the fact that
Tyt to displace labor, would lead
n to smash machinery. A correct
1 ubjects -will never lead the
hasing worthless reforms,

%’ The "Socialist” seems to

: to be £55.,000,000, the extra ”2"31000‘000-. than thirty millions at the utmost. {]\-luch

A\:g"tig’ 3
in this amount, according to the
surer, being required for
other agricultural exports.”

It is difficult to state with exacy
the amount of gold currency which o
have circulated had no inflation oceyy, od
but the figures given by Mr. Ruchart,
his pamphlet, “Money, Credit and Ba’nﬁ
ing,” also those given by “Lombard” is!
his. series of articles in the “Argus” dus
ing April, 1920, are about ;!-_‘20]0:]0’.300'
In any case, the total amount of cur
rency given in the Treasury ecstimated
1914, was:— E

Estimated currency in
June 30th:—

Gold

hands of publig,
£6,500,000

Commonwealth \'I 5,000,000
Other Notes .. 300,000
Silver and Bronze 500,000

Total in public hands '..i.‘_IT)JﬁU,OUD

The amount held by hoth banks and |
public was ;— v

Coined gold, silver and

bullion .. i £136,410,024
Commonwealth Bank

ROTESS A .. 9,573,738
Dther Notes .. .. 306,809
“Eull total (with bullion

E1T) 46,290,571

It must be noted that the bullion and|
the coin that was not being used (which
in itself really constitutes bullion) cannot
be regarded as currer.cy; therefore, I do
not think the currency would be more

of the amounts held in the banks would |
be definitely currency). i
The note issue to-day is £56,000,000,
-but as gold bullion fo. the extent of
£16,000,000 was taken over from the
banks and notes to that value were re-
turned to them to be held as receipt or
substlt.ute. we find that the paper cur-
rency is £40,000,000, 3
very striking analogy of the different

]'J}‘ir:e trends in two separate countries was
given in the “Australian Insurance and
Ba:&kmg Record,” April, 1916. i

“In the third quarter of 1915 it took

. 3171 to bay what could have been hought

‘greatest antidote to this—  (0ther than rent) in 1911 for 20/-”

- And the same capitalist journal point
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out that in New Zealand, where the State
did not issue bank notes at all, the figures
were, “third quarter of 1915, 23/10% for
what couid have been bought in 1911 for
20/-

Some time later New Zealand also is-
sued guantities of notes, but until it did
so. we had a splendid illustration of the
effect of an excessive note issue, as the
other effccts of the war on prices were
about equal for both countries.

T

One aspect of this question has be-
fogged some students of Marx, and that -
is why the disparity between the de-
! notes and gold did not beecome
The fact is, that the Government
previous cases of inflating
no means rare) that gold

Generally speaking, i
notes affects prices in this °
Government, in order to buy
ments, issues notes. In so far as
these notes in excess of gold wit
it cremtes an increased purchasi
or demand, firstly, by its own p
sccandly, by those who receive
from the Government, and now
extra purchasing power, and s
they,” by purchasing business
ments, etc., etc, spread the gen
mand for commodities in all directi
this demand inevitably tending to
prices. Likewise, there will beta ge
increase of deposits at the banks.
then lend larger sums to business men,
builders, ete.,. thus again causing a de

the currency (1

must be hdrawn, and the few gold mand for commodities. Thus may be
coins which were ahout, were not suffi- seen the factor at work causing price
cient to the matter. If a sufficiency rise, but once the paper money gets imto

to compete with the notes
-culation, then certainly the
uld have become apparent.
1 -rangement no longer holds
good, because the notes which had to be
given for an ounce of gold were, on
March 21, £4/17/10} instead of £3
17/10% in this country, and considerably
more in England. This is equivalent to
saying £4/17/10% in notes must be given
for £3/17/104 (i.e., an ounce) in gald.

of gold circulation, it does not go out again, the =
reason being well stated by Marx in the
quotation given above from the “Critique.
of Politica' Economy,” p. 157. This is
undoubtedly the main cause of the rec
general rise in prices. Other factors en
ter in. a minor way, but refer mostly to
particular commodities, as, for instanc
dyes, some chemicals, ete., which beca
almost or even totally unprocurable ov
ing to the war. 3

Trade Unionism, Industrial Unionism, anEl 3
Workers' Committees :

(Issued by the Amsterdam Sub-Bureau of the Third International)

ments and industrial peace weakens
ing spirit of the workers. i

3—The Trades Unions arose
epoch of small industry, with
division of the workers into cra
The artisan conception prevai
er's eraft or skill was a fo

1—Unions are necessary organisations in
the economic struggle of the workers against
their employers, since, in spite of their limi-
tations, the unions are means for |esislmg_and
often improving the most inhuman conditions
of labor. Nor are the unions transitory in
character, since they can particularly as indus-
trial unions become active means of revolu-
tionary struggle, and a factor in the Com-
munist reconstruction of society.
: 2.—The Trades Uninnscpersi]stingdin the de-
ensive struggl ainst Capitalism do not ma-
uggle ag P Jimi:lng—f-n_he-
o

terially improve conditions. The rise of wages niti
is, in general, exceeded by the rise of prices, limit
-while the policy of compromise, wage agree-



ers of the working

e bulk of the unskilled work-

these workers are organised in

d ions, they are dominated by the

cepts and practice of the upper layers—the
cy of labor.”

—The development of Imperialism merges
Trades Unions definitely in Capitalism, the
”lhyeijs of the working class being bribed
h a share'in the profits of imperialism by
ns of slightly higher wages,” steady em-
t, and labor legislation. The “aris-
of labor™ dominant in Trades Union-

talism: in “stabilising” labor in in-
d becomes the source of the corrupt
‘of social imperialism. The decisive
tor in the old International was the immer-
n of Socialism in Trades Unionism, with
ctice of social-Imperialism, petty bour-
015 ﬂ)gmb:;rac,y, and its fundamental counter-
volutionary tendency.
‘6—Trades Unionism (as typically expressed
e American Federation of Labor) is im-
otent to improve materially conditions of
%zp.r or to conquer power, since the division
the ‘workers into eraft or trade organisations
ﬁ;{!its_ them into inumerable unions, each an-
tagonistic to the other, making hopeless the
S gele - against concentrated Capitalism,
'mh.-lgrgely expropriates the wotrker of his
ﬁ:ﬂl, eliminates the crait divisions of small
Jindustry, and brings masses of the proletariat
together regardless of particular occupational
finctions. The general mass strike alone is
capable of “decisive action against concen-
trated Capitalism; but Trades Unionism in
;t):i'll:e m?d spirit is antagomst;c to the mass

_ 7—Trades Unionism comes to realise it -
fomic impotence, and proceeds to Parli:n?e:ﬁ-
’ Iﬂ.ry action, which, represented by Laborism
: %ﬂe typically expressed in the British Labor
2 arty)_ Is as impotent as Trades Unionism to
- accomplish  fundamental conquests ce
: horism necessarily accepts the dom nant
.~ umon coneepts and practice. Laborism unites
~ with petty bourgeois democracy against the
: ‘proletarian revolution — that petty bourgeois
- democracy which is seduced by Imperialism
B—The governmental form of expression of
Laborism is State Capitalism, the merger in
the state of the capitalists, the small bour-
‘geois, and the upper layers of the working
- class dominant in the Trades Unions: the state
15 used to regulate equally industry and labor
T purposes of Imperialism, the proletarian
being compelled to accept this ar-
gement by means of deception and force
—The tendency is for Laborism and So-
m to unite (either formally or by means
Trades Union domination of the Socialiet
Iy} each necessarily accepting social Im-
ism, since their activity is limited with-
e limits of Capitalism and the nation; and
g as‘ccnd?;nez of monopoly and finance
ﬂ]g “prosperity” of a nation depends
alism.
borism becomes the final bulwark of
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defence of Capitalism against the

proletarian revolution;

presses itself as State C

and faree is in Trades Un
against this form of unionism a
an inseparable phase

(_a) In gun.eral by the Commu
tating to drive the unions to more revolutig

pts Imperialism, uses the unions to *  (b) Encouraging EVETY Mmovement
unions that tends to breal
the bureaucracy, and p!
masses by means of «
_directly to instruction

(c) By the formatio
as the Shop Stewar

weing control jp the

branches of the
shops, mills, and min
means for moving the
to more- revolutionary
the moment of the c»

ch are not alope

1sis may develop {hel

(d) By endeayouring to
_Umo_ns into industrial un
15Sm in form paralleling the
ties of modern capitalism,
mated by the struggle fo
ceonomic mastery,

11—The agitation for and
in an immediate
opportunity to articus
¢ the militant spirit of discons®
in the old unions,
struggle. against the
and the “aristocracy of
Unionism, mareaver,

, that is, a union-"

and in spirit anic
political power and

and practical way, the
late and mobilise

corrupt bureaucraey

over, provides the opportunity
ta action the unorganised, unskilled
ase the unskilled organised S
ons from their bondage to
upper layers of the working
for revolutionary Indus-

in the Trades Un;

trial Unionism s a
ment of Communist cle
ing of the might,

~—Unionism, trades

aring and for the grasp-

and industrial, must
clf to économic strikes, but must
he concept and practice of
stnke—cuéopc;-;nc with
evelop the general mass
struggle of the Proletariapt ngaﬂﬁ‘s[ the bour-
cept that Tndustrial Unionisnt
sary for the conquest of Capi-
ElEClSlvcly rejected, It is sheer
ine that all the workers, or an
majority, can he organised in
Capitalist economic
vers of the working
pulse of Laborism, wil

; wer layers will not move
Yery rapidly yntil thr, i i

: own intd the
Impact. of revolution fhion by

concept that the workers un
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must in their industrial unions acquire the ex-
perience and technical management of 'indus-
try, “growing inte” the new society by the
industrial unions’ gradual acquisition of indus-
trial control, is-identical (although inverted in
form) with the proposals of parliamentary
Socialism—that  the working class. must
gradu i 5 lism by acquiring
experience of state affairs and “absorbing”
rol of the bourgeois state. Each ‘concept,
in its own way, rejects the fundamental pro-
blem of the revolutionary conquest of state
powWer.

14— The conquest of the power of the state
is the objective of the revolutionary proletariat.

August, 19 20.

Neither the parliaments nor the industrial
unions are the means for 'this conquest of
power, hut mass action and the Soviets—mass
Action to rally the warkers, organised and un-

organised
for pow
chamsm
the dic

- open revolutionary struggle
Soviets to constitute the me-
réevolutionary proletarian state,

of the proletariat, At the
f active revolution the struggle be-

morment « € !
comes not a gele for industrial unions, but
for the construction of Soviets,

15.—After the conquest of political power

and under the protection of the Soviet Dicta-

torship, Indus Unionism comes actually ta
function in cconomic reconstruction of
society on . Communist basis; and the
stronger the industrial unions the easier the

process of reconstruction. The government of
Soviets, of proletarian dictatorship, is political
and transitory in character, the mnecessary
ageney of repression to expropriate and crush
j m. While industrial in its constituents
and representation, the government of Soviets
funetions geographically and wpolitically; but
alongside of itself it constructs a central ad-
ministration of industry, wholly economic in
character, equality in representation and
functions, perfecting the organism of prole-
tarian control and management of industry on
the basis of the industrially organised pro-
ducers.

STRIKES.

TJust as water finds its own level, so the
standard of living of the working class
constantly tends to find its level over the
whole class. When relatively good con-
ditions obtain in one city, State or coun-
try, the workers 6f other cities, States or
countries begin a movement to  the
favored spot, a movement which goes on
until the conditions of the one spot be-
come less attractive in comparison. Pre-
cisely in the same way does labor tend
to flow into those occupations where re-

latively good conditi
being the case, it is manif
terests of all sections of the w
that any one section should win
struggles with the master class. Tt
short, a demonstration of the necessi
making an injury to one the con

Justice Starke recently suggested
there should be a lower wage for sin
than for married working men, beca
their needs were different. Althoug
capitalist practice, this suggestion m
amounts to a proposal for the in

exploitation of the working class,
principle of which it 15 a perversio
that wealth should be distributed acco
ing to human needs. The Melbol

Trades’ Hall Council countered
judge’s suggestion with a resolution
the effect that wages should be determi
cd in accordance with services perfor
This resolution really lays down the
ciple that wealth should be distributed
cording to human labor. The Council
lowever, dangerously misstates this prin
ciple, Since it is of the essence of wag
that the class which draws them sho
not receive the equivalent of the labo
expends, it is a misstatement to spe

payment according to services as wa,
"This misstatement is dangerous, bec:
it implies the compatibility of the p
ciple laid down with capitalism, of wl

TO EACH ACCORDING TO |
NEEDS. e

s & -

Speaking in the Arbitration Court, Mr.

o

wages are the corner-stone. e p
ciple perverted by the judge, the
“To each according to his needs
rule in the highest stage of Comm
and not before; it will then rule
mony with the corresponding p
“From cach according to his fas
The principle misstated by the C
will rule in the lowest stage of Co
ism, and not before; when a
been made for certain dedg
hali of the communal fund,
will then receive.the equiv
labor he has given. he

in repudiating the judge’s



- i

NIST PROGRAMME OF
WORLD REVOLUTION.

Bucharin.

International, by the Executive
ittee of which he has been recently
ted to draw up, in company with
nd Radek, a thesis on the burn-
ion of labor unionism. 'He has
n described as “more left than Lenin,”
nd, in the above book, he certainly
ields a_powerful pen. Simple, logical,
‘utterly - uncompromising, the ‘Pro.
- gramme of the World Revolution” gives
~us a vivid picture of revolutionary ac-

tion, and it is easily understandablé that
‘the book has had ~ an immense vogue
mong the Russian working class. Fine

It is, however, it is yet distinctly in
€rior to the writings of Lenin, of whose
tevolutionary genius Bucharin falls short,
. We cannot resist the temptation to give
Just one example of Lenin’s firmer grip
of reality, In the course of his hook
_Buchar‘m writes as follows on the mat-
- ter of international diplomacy :—

“Let bear this in mind, Th ion i
not of tﬁ right of th- nation (i.e,,eofq'tllle\l::rl:f
ers and the bourgeoisie together) to indepen-
dence, but of the right of the labouring classes,
‘ha} means that the so-called “will of the na-
tion’ is not in the least sacred to us. We
consider sacred only the will of the proletariat

the semi-proletariat masses. That is why
we speak not of the rights of nations to in-
enﬂ.en;:e, but-of the right of the laboring
: g;si::irg." €Very nation to separation if they

o=

From the standpoint of the class strug-

hat seems perfectly logical. But
L us hgar what Lenin has to say
- upon this very matter, In March, 1919
Lenin countered Bucharin's proposal to

.

tates the labor
ich, moreover, thp prin-
in its proper setting, of

- A PROLETARIAN LIBRARY =~

(By G. BARACCHLI.)

Aﬁgugf"
~ higher justice. In connection With o

talism both principles are Utapian _.}!
utterly at variance with the etp ¢
basis of this social order. g1

MO o

substitute  “self-determination of ﬂ;!:
workers” for “self-detcrmination of sl

tions” in the party program, with thes

words :—

“Such a proposal lea:
with what difficulties,
road, the class-differe
tions is now taking plac
that we do not TECOgnise an
but only the laboring m
emptiest nonsense, It i
cognise that which is, It u
recognition. . . , And w«

Jthe laboring masses of othe
borders are still full of mistru
Russians, as an oppressing . . Our na-
tionality-policy does not interfere in any way,
with our struggle with the Finnish bourgeoisie"
as 2 class-enemy; we mercly use this policy
in that struggle as the most propriate pos--
sible weapon, A Soviet R epublic, organised in
& country whose Tsardom op ed Finland,
must say plainly that it respects the right
\/)‘f rﬁtwns to independence, Otherwise they
:‘a(:tl' sugmct Jus—and not without war-
! .ﬁ.n‘d‘ c[galcli same. Couunn:n;.tg,, and you
e a Great Russian Chauvinist! . .. It
= t;e 0159 to praclaim the class differentiation
i e1 aboring masses; we must bring about
5 Cassdd]ffernntjallnn by propaganda., This ¥
doubatrewh:tmgl And meanwhile there is no
'self-dclermiﬁw‘r that we must recognise the
g :gttion of the Polish nation, bour-
B %‘IILI! be. The Polish proletariat. . .
S OE old that we Muscovites, who have
) ];]iJ;(‘sscd the Poles, are attempting to
Chauvinigm upon Poland our Great Russian &
i, famoul‘lagud this time as Com- |
Gy lereas we know that not by way
nee is Communism to be inculcated.”

tha\yi aes I-]O‘f to Wl‘lat the statement
really 1S "more right” than Bucharin§
GLllntY tamaums_‘ His “rightness” am-
of as © & superior ability in the analysis
concrete situation. That is all,
due?ifafiy 1t)lns 1s only to give Lenin his
work fs ¥ 1o means to depreciate the
ol Ducharin. Indeed, the impres=

1t of consideration!
Ly what a winding

within the na.
It we should say

Finnish nation,
, it would be the
ussible not to re-
I compel its awn
t recognise that
nations on our
t for the great

ition,

Sion made upon us by this work may be

August, 1920.

judged by the critical rather than indis-
criminating nature of the appreciation we
extend to it. In particular, it i1s good to
see Bucharin pitch overboard neck and
crop the opportunist shibboleth of the
Second International that religion is a
private matter. In relation to the State,
by all means; but in relation to a f_on_l—
munist Party—never. Marx wrote in
his “Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of
Law' i — ;

“Religion is the opium of the people. The
suppression of religion as the happiness of
the people is the revindication of its real
happiness. The invitation to abandon illusions
regarding its situation is an invitation to
abandon situation which has need of il-
lusions. Cr 1" of religion is therefore the
germ of a criticism of the vale of tears, of
which religion is the holy aspect.”

Tt has heen urged in the past that since
Communists regard religious ideas as
shadows of society, they should not drop

the substance for the shadow, but should
ignore religion entirely. Such an attitude
would be utterly mistaken. We must

frankly face cvery implication of Com-
munism ; moreover, ideas, religious and
otherwise, have a reflex action upon so-
ciety which cannot be ignored. We ac-
cordingly find Bucharin, who has reverted
te the precept of Marx, laying it down
that—

“Religion must be fought, if not by violence,
at all cvents by argument. . . On' the other
hand, freedom of thought must be guaranteed.
Hence the axiom that religion is a private
affair. This does not mean that we should
not struggle against it by freedom of argu-
ment, It means that the State should support
no church organisation.”

Bucharin makes some interesting ob-
servations on compulsory labour, a scare-
crow which is held up to the workers in
capitalist countries with the object of
turning them against the Russian Revolu-
tion. Once more the ruling class misses
the mark. Compulsory labour has no
terror for the workers ; they are hardened
to it by long experience. But what the
Polsheviks have apparently done is to in-
troduce compulsory labour, not for the
workers, for they had been the subjects
of compulsory labour all their lives, but
for the exploiters who had never done any
work previously. No doubt this seems

a frightful catastrop
but they will get used
while, the spectacle of th
an exhilarating one for thei
plug fellow-workers. =

~ Bucharin expounds the other

features of the revolutionary )
with bold directness and brilliant
ity. His book should be in the
of every revolutionist; moreover, fo
novice it will serve as an-excellent 1
duction to the practice of Commu

E

WAGE LABOR AND CAPITAL. |
Karl Marx.

Just as Lenin was prevented from
ishing his book, “The State and Revol
tion,” in 1917, by the onset of the Ru
sian proletarian revelution, even so,
consequence of the uprisings in' Germany
ir 1849, was Marx compelled to forego
the completion of that series of arti
which, still unfinished, is now collecte
i the pamphlet “Wage Labor and Capi-
tal.” But whereas Lenin tells us that
was only too happy to exchange writing
for participation in revolution, the coun-
ter-revolutionary authorities appear
have thrown Marx into a towering p
sion by the suppression, among othi
things, of his newspaper, “Die Ne
Rheinische Zeitung,” in which the arti-.
cles in question had been appearing. Al-
ready aware of his paper’s impending
doom, Marx’s indignation is plainly
vealed in the columns of the final num-
ber, from which he hurls at the bour
geoisie these burning words:— 3

3 ruthless and want no consideration
fmgeyoal:.e When our turn comes, revolution=
ary terrorism will not be sugar-coatt :
There is but one way of simpliying, sho
ing, concentrating the death agony o
society as well as the bloody labor ©
new world’s birth—revolutionary Terror.’

We see, then, that the articles wl
comprise “Wage Labor and Ca
were already written in the forties |
century. At that time Marx had n
completed his criticism of:gié:i
omy. The edition republished
drade has accordingly been :
necessary «by Engels, so
proximately as Marx woi

i
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1891." Engels has also added an
duction which is equally as valuable
as the worl itself, and in which the origin
~ of surplus value is to our mind more
Jucidly explained than anywhere clse in
the writings of either Marx or Engels.

“Wage Labor and Capital” is written
as simply and popularly as possible, and
supposes no previous knowledge of econ-
omics. Like “Value, Price and Profit,”
1t was expressly written for the workers,
and should be read by all of them. More-
over, what Marx_ said of Germany ap
plies also to Australia.

“There prevails the most remarkable ignor-
ance and confusion of ideas in regard to the

August, 1920‘:

Marx shows the effects of the j
tion of machinery, which, unde
ism, is destined to release m
uru_d;:"t‘}', upon the worki 12 clags i
capitalism, Speaking of the indus:d-er'.
war of capitalists among themse[yes r:ﬂ
says — T

ntrodu J
r Compmyy
anking from

-

Andrade?Bookshop

o 201 BOURKE ST. o MELBOURNE
un

_ “This war has the pecularity that the bat i
in it are won less by recruiting thap b u.“_'
charging the army of workers. The geigdls-
(tliw cap]:ia!hsi-tf) vie with one another as“f:
who can discharge the greatest nu i

dustrial soldiers.” mber G

of the House of Commons, presents 80 many
phases of Russian life to-day, and deals
with =0 much of the re-construction work
ng on there, as to make it a very neces-
hes to get: a
knowledge of internal Russia. Tt helps in
its verification of the facts outlined in Pro-

BOOKS REVIEWED OR RECOMMEN-
DED IN THIS ISSUE

B

Under capitalism machinery throws oub
]n.l)nrer_y under Communism it will throw
out HOURS of labor

ST sary  worl » whoeyer
) CAPITAL. 3 Ear Pl
Karl Marx.

WAGE, LABOR ANI
B

Price, 6d.; ¥

simplest economic . relations, from the pa- % —
tented defenders of existing conditions, down The latter portion of “Wage Labor and CRITIQUE OF POLITI
to the Socialistic wonder-workers and the un- Byl Fuper, Covor: 8 /0 SRl el

Capital” is especially valuable as an ajq
te the understanding of the last parts of
“Capital,” vol. 1, which investigate the
@ccumulation of capital exhaustively. The
whole pamphlet, indeed, along with
“Value, Price and Profit,” cannot be dis:
pensed with as an introduction to worle

recognised political genuises, in which divided
Germany is even richer than.in duo-decimal
princelings.”

.A study of “Wage Labor and Capital”
g will certainly assist to rid the mind of
s the Australian worker of a like confusion
4 and ignorance. It will teach him what

In his
f “The

THIE S0CIAL EVIL.®
3 By J. H. Greer, 3D,

Strips this subject of the cant and hum-

bug with which it is generally dealt, and
delivers to us a history of Prostitution from
Ancient times to the present day, showing
that it to-day has become an industry in
the highly-developed countries, when women

are trapped, and held as slaves, paid weekly
wages by capitalist proprietors, who malke

COMMUNIST PROGRAM OF THE WORLD
REVOLUTION.
By

arin
The Propaganda book

wrentest

B8 wages are, by what the price of a com- 5 class economics. e e Thai e - huge fortunes out of the Bann
o ﬂ";Odlty_lS d‘etcrminEd’ b}‘ What i’VﬁQCF are - i 7 é:{ll; “to hrE tziluc 1?01:-!.E H}“them(.) .mm o
determined. It will show him the nature ! g O o s T Paper, 1/-; Posted, 1/%.
! and growth of capital. W.E.A. MISEDUCATION. L g S E R know | woRKERS' CONTROL 1IN INDUSTRY.
" i . File : vy G Jole.
e lal_eldt, l:la(t,:l!:li::g lgal:;nrl):relr (;lf_ml:;?gi-ata:cﬁll‘t_lu- I onne —ii g 5 “1/8 i This pa:m}hl_et. re-published in Australia
ving 1on with a statement, which -— by the Australian Coal and Shale Employees

Federation, is about the bhest short pamphlet
form exposition of the aims of the Guild So-
cialists. It is not commonly known that the
objective of the Victorian section of the Aus-
tralian Labdh Party was recently altered,
practically changing it from State Socialism
to Guild Socialism. Those who wish to get

labor that stamps the accumulated labor wi

the character of capital. Capital dnrsmng:
- consist in the fact that accumulated labor

serves living labor as a means for new- pro-
: duction. It consists in the fact that living

THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO.
By larl Marx and Frederick Engels.
This A.S.F. reprint (just ofi the press) of

Inss elassic, written by
g ixm, has four

ains a most

appe_ared in the first number of “The Pro-
Ietarian Review,” to the effect that num-
bers of workers suffered mis-education at
the hands of the W.E.A., a namber of

labor serves accumulat ; all : 2 :
3 b ed labor as the letters 4 3 . s fr tin= a brief exposition of these theories will find
; means ters have reached us from Broken Hill, ks ot fivis pamphiet handy, and the mote sa be=

- cause of the recent declarations of the Coal

gil‘fégserving and multiplying its exchange
i Marx goes on to discuss the relation of
- wage labor to capital, and the general law
- that determines the rise and fall of wages
" and profits : :

e matter in it

These letters unanimonsly declare that
o &, in view of

Mr. Molesworth, the W.E.A. tutor in
Pmkun Hill, leaves nothing to he desired
rom th‘(: standpoint of uncompromisingly
;]WO]UEUIHJ‘_V Marxism, We are glad to
“They stand in inverse proporti €ar that this is so, but it in no way
¢ portion to each 1] P 2 : .

9.1hte‘:'; Jtl:]e share of capital (profit) increases e lta}\(s ‘.‘a_mns,i ~our contention .
;:bnr e e E;l’o})aﬂnl'tlon in which the share of ]'f 3 "‘{- mis-educates numbers of workers.
e thEe:m ds' and vice versa. Profit 1 & W.E.A, tutor happens to be a revalu-
i ¢ degree in which wages fall; lionary Marxist, he is merely the excep-

officials.
- Cover, fd.; Posted, Td.

v
Wi | THE SOVIETS AT WORIS.
By N. Len 2

iz of the Russian Revolution. . Tt =
nmense difficulties faced by the
15 ng-class when they had ac-
complished their revolution. Tt also shows =
the magnificent manner in which they set
about surmounting those difficulties. Tt
< shows also the wonderful mind of Lenin, its
author, and altogether presenis to us g
situation, the like of which the working-
class of any country would have to fate
after a similar upheaval. 3

> Manifesto it

highly of a= a work

Intrinsic valy
i O

Co

A el
show
s

BOLSHEVISHM AT WORI.
3y ofessor W. T. Goode.

that The best description so far received of
actual life under the red fls
states the social condition
:+ position of women It treats of
conduet of Industry, of Art and
, of the Theatre and the hools.

rtage,

X it I?.]ls in the same degree in which wages

It follows directly from this that, even
if we keep ourselves within the relation
. of capital and wage labor, the interests

- of capital and the'interests of wage labor

get it and they cannot go right.

tion that proves the above rule.

Marx on Revolution.—‘Just as our ap

inion

of an individual,” wrote Marx, “is not based
on what he thinks of himself, so can we not

judge of such a period of transformation by

txisting conflict between th i
; e social forces of
prodn.;ttr_m and the relations of production.”

Shows that, apart from the food sh
ete., caused by the blockade of Russia, con-
ditions there ‘are infinitely better for the
working-class than ever they were before,
ly superior to conditions

=¢lass in any
grea work by an E
whose political views are nc
No one should miss this bools.
Paper Cover, 3/6; Posted, 3/8

shevils,

While f
Goode's worls, this boolk, from a member

Paper Cover, 9d.; Posted, 10d.

PSYCHOPATHIA SEXUALIS ,

- By Krafit-Ebing.

All writers on sex guote copious extrac.lt:
from this author, who stands alone in the
sphere dilated upon in this work. It ha.lr;‘%
in scientific manner, the dark side of
sexual life, Its many perversions, ete,

~ are diametrically o Lr b ,
: -dla i y opposed. Let the work- {15 own consciousness; on the SRR i o which should be read by all who w
g class but remember this, and they E}Un!‘-tiousncss must rather be explained from THE RUSSIAN REPUBLIC. LRy .“"1Ielfftfulldj.,thBn-?amfgrl\l?;angg;ir;n
cannot go very far wrong. Letsthem for- 5.5 Sontradictions of material life, from the e R Tt Numans. "

Cloth Cover, 18/-; Posted, 18/8.
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Prisoners and Mass Action.

E than once in these columns we
‘have written of the importance of
the political strike, of the immi-
e and potentialities of its develop-
As if to prove our words, the ex-
tive of the New South Wales Labor
uncil has formulated a plan for the re-
sistance by the working-class of further
‘deportations from Australia, a plan which,
ccording to the reports of the capitalist
press, includes “jrritation strikes, go slow
strikes, stop work meetings, propaganda
on warships, and the application of the
- ‘darg’ in the coal mines.” Against this
- plan, involving, as it does, a mass action
of the workers which, if not yet revolu-
tionary, is at least political, the New
South Wales Premier fulminates a tirade
entirely worthy of a Labor lieutenant of
the capitalist class. In the course of this
tirade, he scores, at the most, a single
point. Since deportations, he says, are at
an end, the plan of the executive of the
Labor Council to prevent them is “sha-
dow-sparring.” But even if deportations
are really at an end, it is, nevertheless,
_ an easy matter to oblige Mr, Storey and
make the proposal for political mass ac-
~ tion something other than shadow-spar-
- ring. T this proposal should aim to force
you to find means of releasing from gaol
the two I.W.W. agitators you have so far
failed to liberate, how, Mr, Storey, would
it suit you then? And if the New South
Wales workers who have entered on 2
struggle for a working week of forty-
four hours, should add to this a further
demand for the release of King and
Reeve, how would that suit you, Mr.
Storey? However such things would
suit a petty bourgeois “Labor” Premier,

£

Communists in New South Wales.” Tf,
by an intense propaganda, they can de-

_velop out of the industrial struggles of
the workers the concept and practice of
‘ mass action, they will have gone
r ards developing the concept of that
itionary mass action whose practice
the proletariat to the final conquest

to work for them is the plain duty of .

Comment

Workmen’s Councils. i
T[) the attention of those whao 335:

that the Soviet is a purely Ryss

form, with no application to the ¢of
quest of power by the Australian Prof
tariat, we heartily recommerd some 1
cent happenings in England. We hag
ready observed that the workers of Sl
widely diversificd countries as German
Hungary and Italy formed Soviets durig
a revolutionary crisis; we have now Wi
nessed a similar

occurrence  during
tense situation in another land. With ¢
recent threat of open aggression by En
lish capitalism against Russian Con
munism, the Labor Council of Actid
sprang up in England, and it was

ported that local councils were also bei
formed. If it is argued that subseque
cable messages male it clear that the cel
tral council is in the hands of reactionad
clements, we answer that precisely. th
same thing was the case with the Russia
Soviets prior to the November Revol
tion. let a crisis develop in Englan
which the “moderates” are unable to cof
trol, and, if not the present Council
Action, then future similar councils wi
fall into the hands of the revolutionist
Should a revolution ensue, these councl
will then naturally constitute the mecha
ism of proletarian dictatorship. We 89
accordingly that, wherever the proletarid
revolution raises its head, the organisy
tion of the workers takes Soviet shape ;.WI
know, morcover, that the comprehensivd
ness—since it includes all wage-earnerss
il..ﬂd the ﬂcxibilily as exemplified in R“?
sla—of the Soviet organisation, male 1
an ideal political instrument for the tral
sition stage hetween capitalism and com
munism. TIn view of these facts, we 19
only fail to see the inapplicability @

Workmen's Councils in Australia, but W
hold that probabilities point to the acti
forging of some such instrument of pro
letarian power in the fires of the Austr
lian revolution.
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Parliamentary Action.

HEN the Ballarat Trades Hall
Council read our reprint of the

Third Tnternational’s letter on
parliamentary action, it refused any
longer to handle the “Proletarian Re-
view.”" This is a blow to Communism
from which it may be doubted whether it
will ever recover; nevertheless, we must
maintain our opinion that it is through
mass action, and not through Parliament,
that the workers conquer power. We
must persist, further, that the value of
parliamentary action to the workers lies,
not in “constructive legislation” and
bureaucratic petty bourgeois reform mea-
sures, but in revolutionary criticism, in
developing the industrial action of the
masses, in awakening their revolutionary
consciousness.  For we hold with the
Third International that just as in Rus-
sia, in Germany, in Sweden, and in Bul-
garia, to take a few actual instances, the
tribune of Parliament has been exploited
for revolutionary purposes, so, by the
participation of a Communist Party in
clection campaigns and legislative de-
bates, revolutionary propaganda is no less
possible in countries like Australia. In
non-revolutionary situations, a Commun-
ist Party can avail itself of these propa-
ganda opportunities to expose the sham
of capitalist democracy. Again, when the
workers win one or more battles of re-
volutionary potentiality, the doors of the
legislative halls are likely to be thrown
wide open to the Laborite betrayers of
the workers” struggle, who will then be-
come invaluable agents of the capitalist
class in keeping alive the illusions of
parliamentary democracy. In such a
situation, Communists can make good
use, both of elections and of the floor of
the House, to expose this deception and
keep to the front the slogan: “Down with
the parliamentary sham of capitalism!
Hail to the Soviets and real working-
class democra y!” On the other hand,
when a revolutionary crisis itself shatters
the mass illusions as to capitalist democ-
racy, and whenever the elections would
be a diversion from the mass action of
the workers, the boyeotting of eclections
is the proper policy for Communists. By
those who doubt the practicability of all
this, it may be argued that we are only

theorising. Exactly
volutionary value of parliam
in Australia can be finally
only by experiment. What is want
strong Communist Party which:
among other more important tas)
ceed to make this experiment.

Communist Party and 0.B.U. Gt

HE released I.W.W. men have
not a moment in plunging back
the proletarian struggle. They

actively engaged in estimating the pre-
sent situation of their class, and ma

worlers await expectantly their pro-
nouncement upon the line of action th
intend to follow. In these circumstances,
we commend to the serious consideratio
of the ten men the great lessons of th
Russian  Revolution, lessons which in
cvery respect confirm the teachings o
Engels and Marx, and which find defini
expression in the programmes of Com
munist parties and the Third Intern;
tional, The Communist programme a
preciates the importance of the O.B.U
concept which the LW.W. men did muc
to popularise ; while it rejects the concept
that the O.B.U. alone is necessary for the
conquest of capitalism, it appreciates the
importance of industrial unionism as a
factor both in the revolutionary struggle
and in the Communist reconstruction o
society.. But the Communist programm
also appreciates the importance of th
concepts of mass action and proletarian
dictatorship, of the experience of the pro:
letarian revolution in action. And this ex-
perience has proven beyond question the
supreme necessity for a strongly dist;f?:'
lined, centralised party, which, unlike thé
0.B.U., does not organise in its ranks all
and sundry, but welds into one com
body all Communists, sending them
to function everywhere, in the factos
in the unions, even in the bourgeoi
liaments, as the agents of univers:
lution. Wherever the class struggl
be fought, wherever working-m
be influenced, there, subject to
tralised contre! of their party
groups of revolutionis|
ing their ;
workers



“of Communism. The achieve-
such an organisation, adequate
ry exigency of revolution, may be
1t ; it may not even be immediately
le; nevertheless, it is indispensable
must be aimed at. “The Communist

(]

PRIMITIVE

There were not always class struggles.
To our remote ancestors of the era of
Luman development we may call savag-
ery, class struggles were unknown. The
Austrahqn aborigines represent a survi-
val of this stage. To our ancestors of the
~succeeding stage of development to sav-
agery, which we may name barbarism
class struggles were again unknown. ']‘th
]roqugls Indians, whom the discovery of
America brought in contact with Euro-
pean peoples, typify a survival of the bar-
baric epoch. Tn this stage of human de-
velopment, the unit of social organisation
_ Was the gens. The gens consisted of in-
dividuals who traced their descent from
4 common f_emalr ancestor, the founder
of that gens. A number of gentes made
up a ;:[hl:atlry, a number of phratries made
up a tribe.  Sometimes several tribes
were federated in a league of tribes 16
this simple society women cnjoye'd za.']r:
exalted status, and female lineage alon
was valid. The form of the family wae
vhat has been called the pairing famil ;
- One man lived with one woman, byt t]z':
_ Mmarriage tie might be easily b;oken bL
either party, and the children belon ﬁ
1o Et,hp mother only. B
Primitive was the division i
- such a society. The work wng{s]a;?r:pin
.d;ﬁdnd'bletwmn the sexes; the men wcr)cr
‘ngreme in the forest, the women in the
ouse. Ilach sex also owned the tools
made and used by it: the men were the
~ owners of the weapons, of the implements
- hunting and fishing ; the women of the
hold goods and utensils. The house-
‘was communistic, comprising sev-
often many families. Whatever

The Class Struggle

By “Spartacus.”

- and man attained o practical supremat

International,” writes itg
recent communication,
hand of l)ruLlu‘I‘lmud,tO th

Will LW.W. men respond b Eh
build up the Communist Pa};t .
tralia? 4

Presiden ;
holds gy zn

l.piﬂ. |
of §

COMMUNISM.

was produccd and

used collectivel
regarded bl

a8 ceininon property : the hops

the garden, the long boat. Nog cla
struggles, but a primitive COmmunisy
was characteristic of gentile society,

. But humanity did not r\-‘erywhcre.pe
SISt in this stage. In Asia, for exampl

the domestication of animals resulted
the  stock-raising tribes segregatiy
themselves from the rest of the barba
tans.  Here was the first great divisig
of social labor. This was followed
an increase of production. Now, for
first time, human labor power was erf
'dbl(‘_d to produce more than was requird
f.o_r 1ts mainfenance. Now, for the fir
tme, it became practicable to transfon
those taken in war into slayes, The fir
great division of social labor carried in i
wake the first great division of sociel
mto classes, into masters and servant
exploiters and exploited.,
3 There followed the transfer of the herd
: om  the collective ownership of th
tl:lLblﬁ 131’ gens to the jl_l'ivutc anu‘rship L
; ¢ads of the families. With this deve
opment, exchange, which had previouSl
Eg‘;urrcd)rmly between tribe and tribg
thcv :OU'L_ place between individuals a
catt]pe evailing form, Moreover, since ¢
E'blairle?n‘d the commodities and slave
oy (t in exchange for them, now be
t-hegs r0 members of the male sex, &
ik L(lirrt) us resultnlg_from production be
& Btd to these. This wrought a revold
1on1n the family. Woman lost her status

it the houseliold, TFemale 1i
: B e lincage W4
T:Egl_.ced by male lineage ; matriarchy b:
Patriarchy.  And as group marriag
i : L]
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which is the typical form of the family
for savagery, had previously given way
1o the pairing family, which is typical for
Larbarism, so now the transition began to
the monogamic form of family, which is
gypical of that stage of social develop-
ment we call civilisation.

The second great division of social
labor took place: handicrafts separated
from agriculture. Slavery, till now spor-
adic, became an essential part of the so-
cial system. To the distinction between
freemen and slaves was added the dis-
tinction between rich and poor. ‘This and
the new division of labor formed a fresh
division of socicty into classes.

The development of division of labor,
of exchange, of private property, the tran-
sition to monogamy, the splitting of so-
ciety into classes irreconciliably antagan-
istic, all these things mark the downfall
of the old society and of the gentile con-
ciitution which was its expression. The
gens was replaced by the state; the com-
munist society of barbarism by the class
society of civilisation.®

*® * ®
CIVILISATION.

Thenceforth, all history has been, in the
words of the Communist Manifesto, the
history of class struggles.

“Free man and slave, patrician and plebeian,
lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in
a word, oppressor and oppressed, alch in con-
stant opposition to one another, carried on an
uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a
fight that each time ended, either In a revo!%l‘
tionary reconstitution of society at large, or in
the common ruin of the contending classes. In
the earlier epochs of history, we find nlm0§l every-
where a complicated arrangement of society into
various orders, a manifold gradation of sacial
rank. In ancient Rome we have patricians, knights,
plebeians, slaves; in the middle ages, feudal lords,
vassals, guild-masters, journeymen, apprentices,
serfs; in almost all of these classes, again, sub-
ordinate gradations. . . Our epoch, the epoch of
the hourgeoisie, possesses, however, this distinctive
feature; it has simplified the class antagonisms.
Society as a whole 15 more and more splitting up
into two great hostile camps, into two great classes
directly facing each other: Bourgeoisie and Pro-
letanat.” i

Inscparably  connected with class
struggles is the State, The State is simply

*For an amplification of the above sketch, see

o

”
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the product of the irr
class’ antagonisms. Says

“It is simply a product of society at
stage of evolution. Tt is the confession
society has become hopelessly divided agai
self, has entangled itself in irreconcilabl
tradictions which it is powerless to “banish.
order that these contradictions, these classes
conflicting economic interests, may not annihil;
themselves and society in a useless struggle,
power hecomes necessary that stands apparentl:
above society, and has the function of keeping
down the conflicts and maintaining ‘order.” And
this power, the outgrowth of society, but assum-
ing supremacy over it, and becoming more and
more divorced from it, is the State.” =

If we compare the State with the
“gentile constitution, we notice in the first
place that whereas gentilism organised its
members by blood-kinship, the State
groups its subjects by territories. This
scems natural to us now, but it was not
always so, and the history of Athens an
Rome bears witness that it was only ai
complished as the result of prolonged
struggle. Sccondly, the State created an
institution unknown to gentilism, a
public power of coercion distinet from
the general population. Engels says:

“This public power of coercion exists in every
State. It is not composed of armed men a.lnpc, o
but has also such objects as prisons and correctiom
houses attached to it, that were unknown to gen-
tilism. It may be very small, almost infinitesimal, ==
in societies with feebly developed class antagon-
jsms and in out of the way places, as was onee =
the case in certain regions of the United States.
But it increases in the same ratio in which the
class antagonisms become more pronounced, and.
in which neighbouring States become larger an
more populous. A  conspicuous example 1
modern  Europe, where the class struggle am
wars of conquest have nursed the public powi
to such a size that it threatens to swallow tl
whole society and the State itself.”

To maintain this public power, th
State has need of another institution
which gentile society never dream
taxes. In possession of the public po
“and the right to collect taxes, the
in their capacity of State organs
exalted above society. Here a
difference from gentilism. A
police constable has more “ aut
than all the organs of gentile .
together. 1o Nt
 The State having arisen

EngeIs: “The Origin of t



- down, Engels accordingly tells us

 is as a rule the State of the most powerful
omic clags that by force of its economic sup-
¢y hecomes also the ruling political class,
thus acquires new means of subduing and
«ploiting the oppressed masses.”

hus the slave-owners used the ancient
State to hold the slaves in check. In
- feudal times, the landed nobility op-
- pressed the serfs and dependent farmers
 through the state. The modern re-
sentative State enables the capita-
sts to keep the wage-laborers “in their
lace.” Occasionally, when the contend-
ng classes have been nearly balanced in
_strength, the state has acquired a certain
independence and posed as a mediator
etween them, This was the case with
he absolute monarchies of the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, which
lanced the nobility against the bour-
geoisie.  In the same way, the bour-
geoisie and the proletariat were set off
5t ane another by the Napoleonic
empires, More recently, the Bismarck-
nade German Empire played the prole-
tariat’ and the bourgeoisic against each
other for the benefit of the jurkers.
~ We sce then that, in the words of Marx,
he state is an instrument by means of
~ which one class enslaves another. In
- st states, citizen rights have been ap-
. %hm;ed directly according to wealth.
~ The highest form of state, however, the
democratic republic, knows nothing offi-
- cially of property distinctions. Here
Ith exeris its power indirectly, but all
the more safely. According to Engels:
“This is done partly in th i =
~ ruption of ol'ﬁciri’ﬂs, 5;fter' :h:oggsgiiﬂlﬁsecoéf
he United States, or in the form of an alliance
- government and bankers, which is es-
ﬁ all the more easily when the public
reases and when corporations concentrate
hands, not only the means of transpor®
hu-tz_as;sg_‘gg:d‘uctlan 'iIt‘Tclf' using the stack
ire, 1
illgl:ctly through Enivers:lllesupg::éif'l’ng’ e
- He further remarks that universal suf-
1is ‘gauge of the maturity of the
p-c ut that it can and will
- be anything more than that in the
n state,

wvenient point at which to

'evolutiop. Consequently, in his w':Jl'Sh.i
‘of the “idea” the bourgenis freethinker!
like the Chyistian, attributing miraculo
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summarise what we have sq §

ey AT Wit

We have seen that in the epoch of rlt_
tive communism there were o 111'11
[

struggles, but since the d
tion- history has been made up of noth;
else. We have learnt furthey that 311
struggles produced the state, Whicha
nothing but an instrument by which

class oppresses another.  This is equa
true of the modern democratic republy
The consideration of this form 'of stajeq
calls us to the class struggle of our o
day, the struggle between hourgeoisie ag
proletariat. In the next issue we sha
pass to an examination of this, the [a
class struggle, and its outcome in prol
tarian dictatorship.

awn of ciyilid

(To be rnwlinuud)..

SOCIALISM AND

RATIONALISI\T

In an article in the July number of th
“ Proletarian Review,” Moses Barif
among other things, sharply criticisg
Rationalism. In the Melbourne “Socialist
of August 13, W. ]J. Miles falls foul g
Baritz's criticism. \Ve have accordingl
been asked to explain the precise di
ference between the Socialist and th
Rationalist attitude towards religion.

We reply that Baritz adheres to th
Socialist position. That position, as take
up by the organisation for which Barit
stands, the Socialist Party of Great Bril
tain, is as follows. The Socialist cas
against religion differs widely from th
usual Freethought position. There a
Rationalist superstitions as well as Chris|
tian. Religion was not the wicked inven
tion of charlatans, nor is the passing
superstition simply to be explained by t
“triumph of Reason.” The “ march 0}
mind,” the development of science, ant
the decay of religion, are themselves ulti
mately explicable only from the evolutiol
of economic conditions. Ideas play d
secondary part in social development
They are the effects of the material n
vironment upon human heings, and art
not the creative motive force of so0¢id

Powers to the figments of men’s brains.
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Money

By JOUN KERACHER.

I am money. Yes, I'm Mr. Gold, and
my business is that of exchanging things
and measuring their value, and I am
powerful. At one time the sword was my
master, but now 1, the precious metal, am
monarch of all I survey. T am the sbcial
lever of the capitalist world. The sword,
my old master, has yielded to the potency
of my power. He had his day, he was
sharp and ever ready, but alas| AU ro-
CRATIC, and therefore out of date, while
: _am up to the minute, and above all
DEMOCRATIC, measuring all alike by
my measure of value, reducing everything
and everyone to a cold cash basis. From
the commonest knave to the highest digni-
tary in office, cach in my catalogue has a
price. X

S great is the power of my little yellow
p'u‘ct';'. that I have enslaved the great
masses of mankind. Millions serve me
and put their very lives at my disposal ;
the Genius, the Statesman, the Artist, the
Physician, the Soldier, the Artisan, the
woman of the street, and the preacher in
the pulpit—they are ALL mine. [hey are
ALL measured by my shining yard-stick.

Where did I come from? Well, [ was
not a special creation. I was not invented.
1 was discovered a long time ago. In the
dim past mankind prized me because of
my brilliance, my weight, weanng quali-
ties, pliahility and rarity. They fashioned
me into ornaments for their personal
adornment, and although not then the
universal medium of exchange that I am
to-day, still in a world of trade and barter
I held my own with the best of them in
the markets of those days. The wool and
the wine, the hides and the horns, the
fruits of the earth and the beasts of the
field were bartered and exchanged Yvnh
cach other at their respective values. They
were clumsy and coarse and bulky, while
I, though small, was brilliant and refined.

Many of them were perishable. I was .

tough and enduring.
At first, I must confess, 1 did not stand
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Talked

alone as an exchange medium. T
many rtivals, chief of which were Ci
and Silver. These fine metals now play a
secondary part, and their value is m
sured by the standard of mine, for let me
tell it proudly again—I AM THE UN

VERSAL MEDIUM OF EXCHAN
I, Money—that everyone wants, from the
beggar with his outstretched palm to t
reckless spendthrift who squanders m
voluptuously—am but the embodiment o
so much Human Labor. I but represe
the sweat and toil and pain of the p
ductive classes. Yet of the many wh
handle me, how few really know tha
simple truth: That [, 10, “l

SO MUCH REALISED HUMA
LABOR. That is how I function in
change. So much
labor that is worked up in the other co
modities exchanging with a like quant
of socially necessary labor, worked up
a certain portion of me. It makes no dif-
ference what the nature of the commodi
ties may be, nor the purpose for whic
they are used, whether they are socks o
soap, beer or bricks, small in size o1
and bulky, my sole affinity with a
them, the coarsest or the finest, is the
SOCIALLY NECESSARY LABOI
THAT WE MUTUALLY CONTAI
T am chopped up into every denomit
tion from a penny upwards, to
in exchange the respective guanti
socially necessary labor embodied
commodities. The sphere of cap
the commodity market, js as
world. But the circle of exchan
rowed down to: MONEY, (
TIES, MONEY. And so
scramble goes on for place
The journey is over o
Money, Commod o
The commaodit; o
the -M_pney-' om



commodities. Tt is
ring watches, rings,
and sells by _weight-
d, as moncy, have no price. To
e price of a Dollar is a Dollar, would
al, or that Ten Dollars is worth
ollars. I can, therefore, be under-
“only as a commodity, cquivalent to
‘other commodities, through which
ey exchange with each other. My value
only be measured by their values. So,
refore, it is not 1 that makes them
mensurable. On the contrary, [, the
edium by which they are exchanged,
~ am only commensurable with all of them :
" BY THE AMOUNT OF SOCIALLY
NECESSARY LABOR EMBODIED
IN MY PRODUCTION OR REPRO-
DUCTION.

And why am T the chosen one? Midst
all the articles of commerce, why Gold?
Why not lead, or lumber? Why not dia-
. monds? My case is a true one of the

_ survival of the fittest. I have been natur-
ally selected. 1 have stood the test of
time. Many, many things have functioned
as money in the past, and do still in re-
; mote parts of the Earth. But I have
~ topped them all, because [ have been ob-

tainable for ages, yet not in sufficient
guantities to -make me cheap like Coal or

Iron. My wearing qualities, neither too

brittle nor too soft, have aided my suc-

cess as coinage, as well as social custom
~and the outstanding fact that has domin-
~ ated that custom—Great values in little

bulk. And with it all, what am I! What
~ do I really represent? In the earth, em-

bedded in the rocks, before labor has been
applied, I am worthless. I show a bright
face to the world, but my body is of com-
mon clay, the commonest of the common
~ kind that sells on the market along with
- the other RAW materials, the logs of
mber, barrels of blubber, tallow, coal,
or axle grease. Yes, thatis all T am!
t is the real source of my wonderful

Political Action—"The at-
rx, in a letter to his friend
rom individual capitalists a

line of occupation is a
rement; Dut a movement

vement.”

COMMON, CHEAP, HUMAN

hor time in some individual

ur law, or some-

Y
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THE THIRD INTERNATION,y
AND AMSTERDAM,

The following is the exact text
Soviet radio of May 4 on this subje

“The .EXL'L'U_IIVC Cutijlmellcc OE‘ the Commupig
International, in a session at which were Present
the representatives of the Left parties of N
way and Sweden, made a statement on Bcvera-
topics which have been the subject of controvers
in the “International.” It was unanimonsly e
cognised that to refuse to make use of the Par
liamentary weapon, to abandon the task of dayel
loping a revolutionary spirit from within in {hel
Trade Unions, comes of an insufficient grasp of
the part to be played by the Communist parties
as agents of the world revolution, is in flagran
contradiction to the interests of the working
class, and amounts to changing the struggle for
proletarian dictatorship into an empty phrase
The Executive Commitiee appointed Bukharin,
Radek and Zinoviev to draw up a memorandum
and theses on these questions. It was unanim-
ously decided to revoke the mandate of the Am-
sterdam Bureau, on the ground that on all ques-
tions that burcau maintains a point of view op-
posed to that of the Lxecutive Committee. Its
functions are handed over to the West-European
Secretariat. 1f partial conferences assemble, com=
posed of partics adhering to the Third Inters
national, their decisions can only have a pro-
visional nature. Only the International Congress,
summoned by the Execcutive Committee, can®
make definite decisions. The Executive Com-
mittee elected Radek as its secretary.”

of thy
e e

TWO DEFINITIONS OF MODERN
IMPERIALISM.

Karl Kautsky: “ Imperialism is the pro-
duct of a highly developed industrial capi
talism. It embodies the endeavour ©
every industrial capitalist nation to annex
or to subject all the extensive agraridt
(the italics are Kautsky’s) areas, irrespec
tively of the nations by which they ar€
peopled.” i
Nicolai Lenin: “ Imperialism is Capl-
talism in that stage of development If
“which monopolies and financial capitd
have attained a preponderating influenct
the export of capital has acquired greal
importance, the international trusts have
begun the partition of the world, and the
biggest capitalist countries have Cm.“i
pleted the division of the entire terrestri®
globe among themselves.” o
Lenin says that Kautsky's definition 1/
utterly incorrect, and aims at glﬂssmgt
aver the most profound contradictions !

L

Ini[).e_ria.lism, and thus at affecting 2 8
conciliation with Opportunism.
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HE GETS
THE FISH

In a manufacturing town
* * *

In the south
* * *
Is a large PLANT
* * *
Progressive, up-to-date
* * *
In its ideas,
& * .

And growing

more pProsperous,
* *

Every ye
=
And the owner of it said:
* * *

“We are LUCKY

* * *
In having on our force

* 3 *
A real GENIUS

4 # *
An INVENTOR!

* * *
You may be sure we

* " *
TREAT him RIGHT;

* * *

Why, every year we give him
* * *

A whole month’s vacation
* ® *

To go FISHING
* L

*
And his WAGES go on
* * *
Just the same.
* # *

He wanders off somewhere
* * *

In the deep woods
* = *

And sits on a LOG
* * *

Overlooking a STREAM
* * *

Letting his mind relax
* * *

From the WORRIES

BY ANISE.

| UHE gets

Of daily _work,
* * *
And somehow
* = ®
Every time that man gets
* el

He brings with him

* * +
A CORKING new IDEA!
* * *
I guess they come to him
* * *
In those quict moods o
# = *® T =
When he’s UNWORRIED
* *® *
And has a chance to think < b
* * *
Quite undisturbed! .
* * * :
Well, anyway, each fall
* * *

We can practically COUNT
* * *

On a NEW invention &
* * * g

That's what keeps us progressive

* * * »
And up-to-date! &
* = * .
And we've made a lot of money
* * *
Qut of it!"
o * * ;
Then somebody said: “WHAT
* | * * iéi 208
Daes the inventor get 52
* * * #
Out of that summer month
* * *
From which YOU get
- * * o b

So MUCH:?" 2
E ik R R
“Why,” said th v

*

Of the facto
fini e
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following article and an article by
published under the title of “The
rmament’ Cry,” in the August num-
- of “The Communist,” the official pa-

~ per of the Brishane AS.F., partly cover
- the same ground. But each article con-
s matter which is omitted from the
and both should, therefore, be

- From among the revolutionary social-demo-
_crats in Holland, Scandinavia, and Switzerland
_who fought against the lie of the social chau-
vinists about “defence” in this imperialistic
* voices are heard favoring the substitu-
ion of “disarmament” for the old term “mili-
TJaf or "C.hzgn:army" of the Erfurt-program.
It is our intention to scrutinise the argument
-~ upheld by tlfe supporters of disarmament.
__Their basic argument is that the demand for
disarmament is the clearest, most determined,
- and effective expression of the struggle against
all militarism and every war. But in just this
~argument lies the fundamental error of the
supporters of disarmament, Socialists cannot
be opposed to every war without ceasing to
be Socialists, 3
In the first place, Socialists never were, and
- mever can be, opposed to revolutionary wars.
- The bourgeoisic of the big imperialistic DOW-

~ ers has become reactionary through and
- _through, and we consider the present war,
waged by this same hourgeoisie, to be a reac.

- . tionary, enslaving, and criminal war.
But now, what about a war against this

- bourgeoisie? For instance, A war on the part
of those_ peoples oppressed by and dependent
‘upon this bourgeoisie, or a war for indepen-
dence on the part of ‘their colonies? In the
Drogram of the group “Internationale,” we
read: “In this era of reckless imperialism na.
0 al wars can no longer occur.” Obviously,
this is not true. The history of the twentictl;
entury, a century of “reckless imperialism,”
unds in colanial wars. But what we Eurg-

s (who ure the imperialistic .oppressors
majority of the peoples of the world),
that base chauvinism so characteristic of
“colonial wars” arc often national wars

1 r%h’gﬂmns on the part of the op-

most fundamental character-

taryi Progl‘am of the Revolutio;

P By N. LENIN.

-on the
tries t.

‘the world war which began in 5
: . "'De’dplﬂ's_ i_rom the bourgeoisie.

" Review Septemb

istics of imperialism to hasten the
o}f capita]i:m in the backward
thus spread and intensify the stry i
national Junius, in %ﬁlﬁ ;gft?
of the prev oned “program,” m, it
tains in his pamphlet that, in the impériahs:'i*
against one of iy
It in the par.
impcerialistic power iy
st, and that thus every
into an imperialisti
also is not true. Iy
always true, Several
between 1900 and 1914
It would be ridicy-
the present war ends
tion of the fighting|
" national, progresd

developimey
countries an

ticipation of a sccond
competition with th
national war is char

war. But this

may be true, but
of the colonial wars
did not follow this cc
lous to say that, wl
with the complete ex
nations, there can |

sive and revolutionary v against the greaf]
powersy say on the part of China, in alliance
with Tnd Persia, , cte.  All denial off

the possibility of natio wars under imperial-
1sm is theoretically untrue, historically incor-
rect, and practically it is Furopean chauyin:
ism.  Wie=who belong to the nations oppress
sing llundr_r(h of millions of people in'Europe;
Africa, Asia, etc., we explain to the oppressed
peoples that their war against “our” nations is
impossible ! .

In the second place, civil wars, too, ate
wars. Whoever accepts the class struggle
must also accept civil wars, which represent &
natural, at times unavoidable, continnation, de-
velopment, and intensification, of the class
struggle.  All great revolutions prove this. T
deny or to disregard civil wars would mean to
turn to extreme opportunism and to abanden
the idea of Socialistic revolution. 3
In the third place, Socialism, vietorious in
one country, does in no way thereby ex-
clude all wars as such, On the contrary, it
Presupposes them. The development of capls
talism in the various countrics proceeds very
unequally. Tt cannot be different in the age
of industrialism, Hence it unavoidably fol:
lows that Socialism cannot be victorious in 4
countries simultancously, It first will gait
control in one or several countri the others |
‘l:‘ju for some time remain bourgeois or Pres
ourgeois. This will not enly produce frics
tion, but will lead, morcover, to direct cfforts:
part of the bourgeoisic of other couns
g destroy the victorious proletariat of

toltcr Socialistic state. In such a case, war 00

part would be legitimate and just; it wouk
Pe a war for Socialism, for the freeing of other
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Engels, in his letrer to Kantsky, of Decem-
ber 12th, 1882, was quite right when he un-
reservedly acknowledged the possibility of
wars of defence on the part of already wvic-
torious Socialism. By that he meant the de-
fence of the victorious proletariat against the
bourgeoisie of other countries. Not until we
have overthrown the bourgeoisie in all coun-
trics, conquered and expropriated them, will
wars be impossible.

Tt is scientifically incorrect, and not at all re-
volutionary, for us to avoid and to conceal the
most important thing, that which will prove
the most difficnlt in the transition to Social-
ism, namely, the overthrow of the bourgeois
opposition. The “social” clergy and the op-
portunists are always ready to dream of peace-
ful Seocialism in the future, but they differ from
the revoluti al-democrats in this par-
ticular: all thoughts of bitter class
struggles and wars as well as all other
real efforts to realise this beautiful future.

We must not allow oursclves to be deceived

by words ~xample, the idea of “defence”
is hateful to many, because it serves the out-
spoken opportur and the “Kautskians” to
cover up the lie of the bourgeoisie in the pre-

ression. This is true. But it
to disregard the importance
s. To accept the "defence”

sent wa

of political

idea in it war would mean to con-
sider it a ir, serving the interests of
the proletariat hat and nothing else! For,
after all, every r may bring invasions. On
the otl hand, it would be foolish not to
recos t idea of defence on the part of

ples in their struggle against im-
perialistic s, or of the victorious prole-
tariat in its struggle against some Gallifet of
a bourgeois country.

Theoretically it would be altogether wrong
to overlook the fz that every war is but a
continuation of politics with changed methods.
The present capitalistic war is the continua-
tion of the imperialistic policies of two groups
of world powers, policies which were created
and nourished by the sum total of conditions
of the imperialistic epoch. 4

However, this same epoch must of neces-
sity give rise to the policies of war against na-
tional oppression and the struggle of the pro-
letariat against the bourgeoisie. Thus we see
the possibility and unavoidability, first, of re-
volutions and national wars, second, of wars
and uprisings of the proletariat against the
bourgeoisie, and, third, of a combination of
these two types of revolutionary wars :

There still remains another general ques-
tion to be considered. An oppressed class
which does not strive to be familiar with, to
wield, and to possess arms, deserves to be op-
pressed, maltreated, and enslaved, If we do
not wish to degrade ourselves to bourgeois pa-
cifists and opportunists, we must.not forget
that we are living in_a class-society from
which there is no possible or thinkable escape
except through class wars. = g

In every class-society, whether it rest upon
slavery, serfdom, or, as to-day, upon wage

oppressed p

slavery, th
Not nniy the standin
the militia of to-day,
Switzerland, is armament of
directed against the proletariat.
not necessary to prove this el
It may suffice to point te the i
for troops in capitalistic countri
strikes. The arming of the bourgeo
the proletariat is one of the biggest a
important realities of present capitali
ciety.
In the face of this fact, can any
the revolutionary social-democrats to puts
demands for “disarmament!!” That
mean complete abandonment of the in
idea ‘of the class struggle and of all
thoughts of the revolution. We sa
ing of the proletariat for the purpose
quering, expropriating, and disarming
bourgeoisie—these are the only possible tacf ic
of the revolutionary, class, tactics which a;
being prepared for us, established, and taught
by the entire objective development of
capitalistic militarism.  Not until the prole-
tariat has disarmed the bourgeoisie can it (
i weapons without betraying its h
sion. It can do it then, but no saoner
And if the present war creates among the
“social” clergy and the sentimental middle
class fear and terror, and hence abhorrence ol
the use of arms, we still must maintain tha
capitalistic society always was and always will
be a terror without end. If, as a result o
such a reactionary war, this very sociel
perishes in terror, we have no cause to de
spair. All preaching and clamoring for, or
rather dreaming of, disarmament can only be
a sign of despair. And this at a time when
the only legitimate and revolutionary war,
the civil war against the imperialistic bour
geoisie, is being openly prepared by the boi
geoisie itself! 5
" Whoever considers this a mere abstract the-.
ory, we should like to remind of two histi
cal facts, namely, the position of the tru
and that of woman labor on the one hand, a
the Commune of 1871 and the events in Di
cember, 1905, in Russia on the other. It
the business of the bourgeoisie to prol
the trusts, to drive women and childre
factories, and then torture and corrupt then
and to subject them to unspeakable m
We cannot promote, we cannot even tolel
this practice; we must fight against i
how do we fight? We openly proclaim
trusts and factory work for women ar
in the industrial advance. We do not
return to the handicraft stage, to pr
listic capitalism, to housework
Forward, beyond the trusts anc
to Secialism! A £
The same holds true for the
the people. The imperialistic—
bourgenisie is now mil
manhood, but also the
may cven militar
is: "All the bet
‘sooner shall




capitalism. How could the social-de-
crats allow themselves to be frightened and
by the militarising of the youth, with
e example of the Commune before them
Surely, that is neither theory nor dream, but
~ plan fact. It would indeed be hopeless, if
the social-democrats, despite all economic and
political evidence, should begin to doubt that
the imperialistic epoch and the imperialistic
wars must of necessity lead to a repetition of
such events.

_ A bourgeois observer of the Commune wrote

in an English paper, on May, 1871: “If the
French nation consisted only of women, what
a terrible nation would that be!” During the
Commune the women, as well as the children
over 13, fought side by side with the men.
It will not be different in future wars against
the bourgeoisie. When the well-armed bour-
geoisie shoot npon the poorly armed, or per-
haps defenceless, proletariat, the proletarian

- women will not be willing to look on: as in
1871, they will again take up arms. :

_Out of the frightened and disheartened na-
tions of to-day—or rather out of the labor
movement, disorganised by the opportunists
‘more than by the government—there will
- sooner or later arise an international alliance

'SOCIALISM, UTOPIAN AND SCIEN-
TIFIC. By Frederick Engels.

~_Antonio Labriola says of Engels’ “Ant
thnng” that it is thér work “ﬁuicsh cﬁgﬂt
i;olget an international circulation before
any other, and that it remains the unex-
; aﬁglled_ book in the literature of Socialism
: ,Sioc_lahsm, Utopian and Scientific.” Foran
 prises _tl;tree. chapters out of “ Apt.
uhring,” with an added long introduc-
- fion and an appendix on the Mark. The
.Tgpgndn(_was written with the intention
of spreading among the proletariat some
elementary knowledge of the original
g ,i’ums of land tenure common to all Tey.
e ’@gmc tribes, and to contrast
“the misery of the agricultural laborers of the
: x time and the mortgage-servitude of the
peasants, with the old common property of
mmg;'e:;hm f\:.v_h-.xt was then in truth their
et na'nc:ﬁ ‘ee common possession of all
the introduction to his work, Engels
us a useful historical sketch of the
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of “terrible nations”
ary proletariats,

consisting nf'rCVn]m |
on,
At present, ¢

militarisation pene

lie life. Imperialism is a fierce ‘?1!11.';““5 all pyd
great powers for a r(‘djc.[rihulil{)nuggl'q of ¢,
sion of the world, and, therefare ,lrln rediy!
to further militarisation even & ill TSt ey,
neutral countries. ¢ small gy,
What will the proletarian w.

vent this? Mercly nlu'nmm‘:(?m;ﬁ‘ do' t0 pre
militarism?  Merely demand diua“a,rs ang
Never ‘-:hﬂﬂ the women of an opﬁr?ndn‘!m‘l
revolutionary class nesign ﬂlk‘nlsch’:ﬂi:n

§

despicable a role. On the contrary, 1hyea

say to their sons: “You will soon ba Eroy

You will have a gun. Take it and lear:nllupl
to use it—that is vital to the proletariat s
in m.d.;y to fight your brothers, as is th&:_:-”Dt
tice in this war of plunder and the 1d\'ip p
the betray of 5 * o e

ism, but i
the bourgeoisie o “own" zo?Jrr(I-[tl;';'milfghl
der to put an end misery and wars 'notohp
means of “kind wishes,” bat by OX'CTli'lrﬂl\'iy
and disarming the bourgeoisie.” A
7\\‘ hoever, in view this last war, is not
willing to carry out this demand, let him be
good enough to refrain from uttering large
words about the international revolutionary
democracy, about the social revolution, and
about the war against wars. A

materialist philosophy, and a concise ac-
count of the development of the Euro-
pean buu?gvmsw, with the corresponding
growth of the proletariat. The first chap-
ter offers us a critical survey of the work
(I){ *}'N.’ great  Utopians, Saint Simon,
3 = e ;
ourter  and Owen. Of Saint Simon
];nge]s says i —
“
ot In 1816, he declares that politics is the seience
% Dmd‘-'“lﬂ_"_. and foretells the complete absorp:
d_?': of politics by economics. The knowledge
inat' ceonomic conditions are the basis of political
wlﬁ léu_hcms appears here only in embryo. ct
idm 15 here already very plainly expressed is (he
OVE: of the future conversion of palitical rule
dirrtrpm into an administration of things and &
tetion of processes of production.”

tiol;lere’ at any rate, is a great anticipa:
St E]m anticipation which is in proeess ©
. ual realisation in Soviet Russia. And
= nevertheless, Saint Simon, Fourier an
th"ven remain Utopians, let us remember
!S-k Utopian ideas are to-day the hall
:ﬁnr of bourgeais idiocy, but they wert |
¢ only outlet for sociological genius it
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the conditions of the early nineteenth cen-
tury. = ¢ v

Chapter two gives us, in brief, the es-
sential character of dialectics, and con-
trasts this with the metaphysical mode of
thought. Says Engels:

“Tg the metaphysician, things and their r_nr.'mal
reflexes, ideas, are isolated, are to be considered
after the other and apart from each other,

one . - P
are objects of investigation '_ﬁxed, rigid,
given once for all e iglectics SR o
the other hand, comprehends things and

their representations, ideas, in their essential con-
7 k ! e Al
nection, concatenation, motion, origin and ending.

In masterly fashion, Engels proceeds
to trace the development of those condi-
tions under which Marx could see that all
past history, its primitive stages alone ex-
cepted, was the history of class gstruggl_cs,
and could make the two great discoveries
with which Socialism became a science.
These discoveries are the materialist con-
ception of history and the revelation of
the secret of capitalist production through
surplus value. :

The materialist conception of history is
formulated in the opening lines of chapter
three:

“The final causes of all social changes and
political revolutions, are to be so sht not in men's
brains, not in man's better insight into eternal
truth and justice, but in changes in the modes
of production and exchange. They are to be
sought, not in the philosophy, but in the
economics of each particular epoch.”

Engels devotes the remainder of the
chapter to a sketch of the evolution of
capitalism. In medizeval society we find
individual production on a small scale,
and, largely, for immediate consumption.
But, although commodity production is
the exception, in this there is already the
germ of anarchy in the production of
society at large. With the capifalist re-
volution production becomes soc:lal, bnlt
exchange and appropriation remain indi-
vidual acts. From the fundamental con-
tradiction that the social product is appro-
priated by the individual capitalist, spring
the antagonism between proletariat and
bourgeoisie and the other contradictions
of present socicty. These contradictions
arc solved when the proletariat seizes
political power and turns the means of
production into State property. In so
doing, Engels concludes,
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“it abolishes itself as proletariat, abol
class distinctions and class antagonisms,
also the State as State. Society thus far,
upon class antagonisms, had need of the State.
(But now) State interference in social relati
becomes, in one domain after another, super-
finous, and then dies out of itself.” :

What remains is a vast Coﬁmmmist
association in which the free development
of each is the condition for the free de-
velopment of all. e

Students should read the body of the
work first, and then turn back to the in-
troduction. When they have mastered
this book they will be on the high-road to
clear class consciousness. Lt is the task
of scientific Communism to impart to'the
proletariat a knowledge of the historical
conditions, and thus the very nature of
the great emancipatory act the accom-
plishment of which is its mission. In this
task no other book has played a worthier
part than “ Socialism, Utopian and Scien-
tific.”
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THE SOVIETS AT WORK. By Lenin.

This pamphlet contains Lenin's Pro-
gramme Address before the Soviets in.
April, 1918, and a posteript on the Brest-
Litovsk peace. His simple statement on
the latter amounts to this: a true socialist,
when he is badly defeated, neither denies
the fact nor becomes despondent. - Like
all of Lenin's work, the Programme Ad-
dress arouses our enthusiasm by its very
matter-of-factness. Nothing more dif=
ferent from the empty rhetoric with whicl
our “ great” bourgeois statesmen rega
us can well be imagined. Lenin’s speech
has two main trends of thought, a politi-
cal and an cconomic, the problem of
dustrial management on the one hand,
dictatorship of the proletariat on
other. Concerning these questions
says:

“The first problem of any rising party
in convincing the majority of the populatio:
its programme and politics are correct.
second problem of our party was _the
of pelitical power, and the suppression o
sistance of the exploiters. . . We a
fronted by the third problem, which
urgent and which characterises the pr
—to organise the management of Ru

We have never heard of any
politician frankly admittin
ties of his programme 3




E 4

akes of his party in the manner
n. He tells us that the Revolution
been exprapriating the expropriators

‘than it can organise the industrics
as seized. With an equal candour he
s of, the payment of high salaries to
pecialists:
It is clear that such a measure is a deflection

the principles of the Paris Commune and
)f any proletarian rule, which demand the re-
duction of salaries to the standard of remunera-
tion of the average workers—principles which de-
mand that ‘career-hunting’ be fought hy deeds,
not by words.”

He admits that there is also a deviation
from Socialist principles in the relation of
the Soviet Government to the consumers’
‘co-operatives, because the co-operatives
do not allow membership to everyone,
and sometimes have bourgeois managers,
And, withal, by the very frankness of his
- admissions, he leaves us more confident
F of the triumph of Communism-in Russia

than if we had been told that everything

went smoothly, That such confidence is

not misplaced, is proved by the removal,
- subsequent to 1918, of many of the diffi-
- culties here described- as facing the Re-
volution. We may instance the Socialist
development of the co-operative move-
ment which occured last year.

Lenin gives us no homilies on “eter-
' nal justice” or “the inalienable rights of

man.”  So far as he is concerned, the
: Russian Revolution must content itself
with more prosaic slogans. Over and
over again in his speech he returns to the
supreme importance of “strict and uni-
versal accounting and control of producs
: tion and distribution,” “labor discipline,”
; “systematic trial and adaptation of the
- Taylor system to increase productivity.”
These are his slogans. He is not a Marx-
“ian for nothing, and he knows that the
Revolution can only triumph on the ba-
sis of a rapidly improved production. Ot
accounting and control, he says:—

= "It 1s especially clear to us now how correct is

the Marxian proposition that Anarchism and

Anareho-Syndicalism are bourgeois tendencies, ir-

reconcilable with Socialism, with a proletarian dic-

forship and with Communism. The struggle to

til into the masses the idea of the Soviet State

l and accounting, this is a momentous

e, of universal historical significance, a

for Socialist consciousness against bour-
irchistic ‘freedom.’ ™

On the political situation duri o
transition to Socialism, Lenin sans !
the suppression of in:-tl'n'cctimu un
the crimes produced by the

Test gj |‘.\
decay of gl

old order, requires time and an i
hand. Hence the necessity  for ‘l?
Marx called the dictatorship of thev 1
letariat, of which the Soviet rule Isptr'

organised form. lle gives, as an examply
of dictatorship, the granting of unlimited

power to individuals in the managemens

of 1';1il\\n_\_- Of this, he says that Iﬂl’ge
machine industries, on which Socialisy
must be founded, demand complete syht
mission of group to a single r‘kira;cﬁgn‘

and he ad:

“This st
common w

participants in the
{ i i 5 nscious and discip-
lined, may resemble the mild leading of an ors
chestra conductor; but n take the acute form
of a dictatorship—if t} 15 no 1deal discipline
and consciousness.”

It is interesting to note that since his
1918 address Russian conditions have ad-
vanced far enough towards Socialism for
Lenin to be abl 1y, in 1920, that there
must be no more dict Ii-"'ﬁhill of individu-
als.

Lenin claims for the Soviets that the
permit an of the workers
so informal that, for the first time, the
mass of the people are learning to govern:
The aim is to attract cvery member of
the poor classes to participation in the
Government, so that the Soviet members
may not become |;|'u|'('\~inn,|| ;l::“liciﬁ.lls-
The nearness of the Soviets to the toilin’
masses naturally creates special forms of
recall and mass control.  Lenin insists o
the encouragement of these forms in order
to repeatedly remove the wild grass of b
reaucracy.

organisation

5

No review can give an adequate impress
sion of “The Soviets at Work.” It is @
proletarian classic, and must be reacd and
re-read. 1"\5 Communism supplants it, the
dmtatn.rshlln of the proletariat will pass
away, is passing away in Russia even 83
We write. But the analysis of that diotas
torship which Lenin made in 1918 wi
long persist; it will be treasured as a his®

toric document when capitalism is but ai

unhappy memory,
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Seize the factories and work for yourselves

(i

“Avanti” to the Italian Workers: “Don’t congregate in the streets and




2 Pfoletarian
'I‘.Uphem'm'. :

J our front page we reproduce from
| the Socialist paper, “Avanti,” 2

cartoon and some advice that pa-
gave to the Italian worke}‘s at the
of last April. The advice these
ers, or, rather, a considerable num-
of them, have lately followed, and
he cartoon accurately depicts the re-
cent upheaval in Ttaly. News of the

izure of factories and lands by Italian
kers and peasants had barely reached
us when some syndicalists proclaimed
t, whatever might have been the case
i Russia, Ifalian “experience” showed
that the direct lock-out of the capitalists
by the workers was sufficient to accom-
plish revolution. On the other hand, no
_sooner had word come through that the

orkers who had seized the factories
‘were evacuating them on terms of an
ual economic partnership” with their
exploiters, ete:, ete., than certain Social-
‘ists began to denounce the futility of
factory-seizing, and to reiterate that the
first step in the social revolution was
the conquest of political power by the
proletariat. The inadequacy of the first

ew 15 equalled by the pedantry of
the-second. “The conquest of the State-
power IS the first step in the social re-
wvolution, but the seizure of lands and
factories by the workers and peasants is
‘an act of the greatest importance in re-
lation to such conquest. Here in Ttaly
was a situation of high revolutionary
2 ~ potentiality: here was mass action of

‘the workers on a wide Scale in a coun-
try seething with revolt. It was the
splendid mission of the Socialist Party
% Ttaly to generalise this mass action

the struggle definitely against the
is State, to hold the factories
it as the forts of the revolu-

T

to lead the workers on from
[ ;i;a;;;-torif:s to the seizure of the
itself. The Socialist Party
st have developed this
nost. But did it, in fa

broadest possible [imits, to di-

ry workers, and, circumstances per-

515 this upheaval culminated in an arrl

Comment

do so, or did it, too, fail to appr
the revolutionary possibilities of f
seizing? We do not definitely
But we know this. During the pre
year, [taly has been racked by sy
though smaller crises.  Did the Sogjg
Party develop these to the uttermosty )
Nitti, Italian Premier preceding
litti, bear witness. In a revolutig
situation, speaking of the 156 Socigy
parliamentary Deputies, Nitti congray
lated international capital on these g
“hostages to constitutic ynalism” ! |

7= i i

Italian Socialists Misuse Parliament,

T is necessary that the use and, ondl
other hand, the uselessness of ¢
talist Parliaments to the worke

should be studied in a concrete mag
The situation in Italy during the press
year provides valuable material for su
study. An analysis of this situationt
veals the fact that the Italian Pail
ment, as a propaganda field for revol
tion, as a field for obstructive fach
and as affording an opportunity torg
pose the ruling class, had been @
hausted. In reply to Nitti, the Ttali
Socialist Party loudly protested that
only intended using Parliament forf
volutionary propaganda. Its proper
swer was to quit the bourgeois debatlr
club altogether. With the social o
in Ttaly irresistibly driving the P
tariat—and  even the - peasantfy=
sporadic, bloody, leaderless rcvplt.
only place for Socialists was outside ¥

liament, in the heart of this revolt, 164
frittering OL

ing it from a vain
strength into the channels of revolt 3
ary victory, Instead, we have scen 150

cialist Deputies clinging to their part

_mentary seats, and a Socialist |
thereby doing Socialism a great di
vice, If the Italian Socialist Party

displayed the same lack of courag®y
during J

revolutionary. leadership
latest upheaval, it is little wonder
ment which Italian capitalist econo™

<

e

THE PR

describe as a “safety valve through which
the dangerous gas will lealk harmlessly,”
and as an “illusory participation in con-
trol which will rejuvenate the men’s joy
in work”—for their real masters, of
course. The exccutive of the Ttalian
party has since decided, in accordance
with the wish of the Communist Inter-
national, to expel the reformist minority,
and it is to be hoped that this action
will result in a greater display of revo-
lutionary initiative when a grand op-
portunity next presents itself. At any
rate, for us the lesson is plain. We
must look to it that such an hour as
found revolutionary Italy leaderless,
finds us fully prepared. We must real-
ise in particular that at such an heour
parliamentary action lags on the stage
superfluous, and must take its farewell.
Ll i i A

Lenin and Labor Parties.

HE ‘ Socialist
gust tells us that
of the Executive

munist Party of Russia to the 1920
Congress of the Third International
lays down the position that we should
get inside the Parliamentary Labor
parties,” and that Lenin “says that by
supporting the pro-capitalist Labor
Party and helping to establish a Labor
Party government, the workers will
learn the usclessness of the Labor par-
ties.”  Truly this Lenin is a most sur-
prising fellow ; he proposes tactics which
throw our rigid-minded revolutionists
literally on their beam ends, tactics so
audacious that they almost seem to co-
incide with some of the counter-revolu-
tionary antics of the pseudo-Socialists.
The combination of two qualities, how-
ever, distinguishes Lenin both from the
rigid-minded revolutionists and from the
opportunists, He has very great fixity
of purpose in the matter of the revalu-
tionary end; in the matter of the means
to this end, his mental attitude is as
flexible as possible. It may be said that
he proposes against Labor parties a line
of action which is dangerous; the an-
swer is that all revolutionary action is
dangerous, But just as Lenin approaches
every problem from the standpoint of

Ocfober 7, 1920, |

for. Au-
“ the report
of the Com-

Standard ¥

dialectics, so we must ourselves be dia-

‘a Labor Government as a

lectical in applyin g
tralian conditions. In the p
cumstances of England, Les
that Communists should help t

showing the workers its futility. Wi
as in Australia, Labor Governments
been actually established over a numhb
of years, other mecthods of demonst
ing their uselessness to the wo
must be adopted. . Again, no one d
that there is plenty of good material fe
Communists  to. in ALP
branches. Only the method of seduci
this material from its allegiance to re-
actionary leaders by a Communist Party
affiliating with the Labor Party mu
be abandoned in Australia as impractic
able. The A.L.P. would certainly re
fuse such affiliation; moreover, for
Communist Party even to apply for affili
ation at a moment when the ALP. 1s
actually using the capitalist political ma:
chinery in several:States to oppress the
workers, would be to mislead those work-
ers and do a poor service to the cause
of Communism. 3 o

Lh. S e M

A New Communist Party

MANIFESTO and program of the
Communist Party of Australia, the
Central Executive Committee of
which has been lately formed, has
reached us from Sydney. We wish
new party well. We also wish well
the conference the Australian Socialis
Party is calling in Sydney thisdm(?nt
with a view to arriving at unified Com- =
e vervity. - Besidas the C LS

the A.S.P., there are at least two o
Communist tendencies in  Melbous
which have to bhe reckoned with, :
we understand that there are still ot
such tendencies elsewhere. 1 ]
groups claim adherence to Third
national principles, but owing to ti
ferent stress each of them in
seems to lay on the d



down that there should be but
. Communist Party in each coun-
¢ know that it has said that the
t hour calls for the maximum of
ymunist unity attainable. We know
- the childish bickerings of the dif-
nt Communist sects in Britain and
ca disgusted the International, and
with considerable success, it strove
unify those sects. We know. that if

 Bourgeoisie Versus Proletariat.

P dn theI: light of the conclusions we
_-rea‘cheg in the last issue of “The Prole-
__t_anan, 'let us take up the examination
: \_t_g.f [the class struggle of our own times.
W__lth the advent of capitalism, produc-
- tion became a social act. Exchange and
appropriation, on the other hand, con-
tinued to be individual acts, the social
; pfgduct being appropriated by the indi-
vidual capitalist. This fundamental con-
 tradiction is at the root of all other con-
- itlr:dmtlogs‘ of cz{}ntalist society, its fine
wer  being  the contem
porar
struggle, the mortal combat get\ﬂ?: :
_bu{;geﬁ;me and proletariat. ;
g ith the birth of the i
: ] proletariat, i
i&ugﬁ: :.E_mnst the bourgeaisie beéi:llzs
AL fir is- struggle is carri ¥
1r}dn_udual laborers, then by tl'tgdwg?kl) :
g :ilnchtory. thqn by the operatives ;?
b lg :l’.: _trade, m one locality, against
o n 1vu_'l_ual bo_urgeois who exploit
S ommunist Manifesto”
“They direct their att i
Rj:our.‘genis :Dndili}ms oi? pal":)]:;;nllil:; :ﬁ:imst e
d ett:ﬂr_uments of production I;hen'-uilzlvesa'gall}:mt
: ythunported wares that compete with e
B r.ybsmash to pieces machinery, the: Y
v;l:'issha:d!s:&t they seck to reétorélby ¥o:§:
b us of the workman of the Mid-
‘Some”  saboteurs were th .
arians !
this stage they still form an
‘mass . broken up by their
etition, and if, on occa-
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- The Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

By “Spartacus.”

ese | early

October '7,

all the Communist elements in Aygy,
were united, they would still f o
an utllcrly insignificant party, %l‘m o
disunited, the insignificance nf thut

ments baffles description, We kn;se i
in a revolutionary situation a][w “
groups would unite within an hour, t%.
in the existing situation, we do not .l.; I
whether any of them will unite g
can only hope for and work for the et

sion, they unite into more compa
bodies, they do this, not in order th
better to fight the bourgeoisie, but acty
all_\," to fight in the interests of the bom
geoisie - against the enemies of the [
ter—the remnants of the absolute mos
archy, the landowners, the non-indus
trial and petty bourgcoisic. But wilh
the unceasing improvements in machin
ery, ’thc_g‘l'owing competition among th
bpurgc‘ms and the resulting commer
cial crises, the livelihood of the prole
tariat becomes ever more precarious, and
the struggles between individual work
ers and individual capitalists take of
lt'J:ore of the character of struggles be
L

ells us:i—

wrh : -
(defq'wﬁ.ﬂ'm) begin to form combination
T, A against the bourgeois; t
:it:];e;‘?gtchlé\crf in order to keep up %hrs r:dtﬂ o
it mak::: ound permancnt associations in 0F

provision beforehand for these 0

casional revolts, H i
breaks out into Iiols.'?m e e

Qctober 7, 1920.

The real fruj
not Bl i)

?:c:,f:sciothw brought the workers, but
pdmendons s e, e proletarig
- evelopments in the mean

of communication {

; \cation further agsisted thif
::EKE byﬂ?rmgmg into contact ‘wiéh ont
ties, c"‘I‘hu‘: Y:l?rltem of different locall:

- : ¢ very development of

1ese struggles laj

in i
the occasional and temporaf] |

modern indastry er
fc;r the y\'eldigg g?tigetbe conditiond
%gf}fglcs llnto a single National s It
gt een classes. ationa]” ruggl' 4
in the sense that the mpdestruglger
! i m cla

struggle is in substance anything but

international, but in the sense, that the

p:cletariat of each country must e
of all scttle matters with its “own”
hourgeoisie.

Marx and Engels tell us that every
class struggle is a political struggle, and
that the organisation of the proletariat
into a class implies its organisation into
a political party. This class organisa-
tion is constantly being upset by the
competition between the workers them-
selves, but each time it rises up mightier
than before. Moreover, whole sections
of the ruling classes are either threat-
ened in their conditions of existence or
prccipitatud into the proletariat by the
advance of industry, and, in the latter
case, go to swell the fighting ranks of
the workers. Finally, when the class
struggle approaches its climax, a small
section of the ruling class voluntarily
goes over to the proletariat, openly es-
pousing the cause of the revolutionary
class in whose hands the future lies, just
as a section of the nobles went over to
the bourgeoisic at the time of the capi-
talist revolution. There has but to en-
sue, created by the incurable contradic-

" tions of capitalist economy, a revolution-

ary crisis, and, to quote once more the
“Communist Manifesto” :—

“The more or less veiled civil war raging
within existing society, breaks out into open fe-
volution, and the violent overthrow of the hour-
geoisie lays the foundation for the sway of the
proletariat.”

The proletariat, the last of all the op-
pressed classcs, takes thereby the first
step to the abolition of all classes :m_d
oppression. It raises itself to the posi-
tion of ruling class; it conquers political
power.

£ % % WK

Proletarian Dictatorship.

Political power is merely the orgat-
ised power of one class for oppressing
another, and the proletariat will use its
political supremacy to expropriate the
capitalists and crush their resistance to
the sacialisation of the means of life. In
his famous criticism of the Gotha Pro-
gram, Marx tells usi—

“‘Between capitalist
ciety lies the period
formation of the one into
dent with this, there will be a
cal transition, during which, the S
nothing else than the revolutionary
of the proletariat.” :

The dictatorship of the prolet:
proletariat organised as the ruling
is the last form of State. In ordi
study the essential characteristics of th
proletarian State power, we hav
need to plunge into the cloudy re
of speculation. History has already pro
vided us with two concrete examples of
proletarian dictatorship in the Pari:
Commune of 1871 and the Russian So-
viet of 1917. : =

The Commune of Paris was immedi
ately faced with the necessity of sup
pressing the resistance of the bourgeoi-
sie, and, on this score, Engels charges
it with having shown insufficient deter
mination, with having made too little
use of the authority of the armed peo-
ple against the exploiters. This cost the
Commune dear. In the second place,
the experience of the Commune conclu-
sively proved, as Marx points out to us
in his “Civil War, in France,” thati—=

“The working class cannot simply lay hold ofy s
the ready made State machinery and wield it for
its own purposes.”

In a letter written on April 12th,
1871, Marx says, further, that the shat-
tering of the burcaucratic and military
machinery of the bourgeois State is the
preliminary condition of any real peo-
ple’s revolution on: the Continent, and
that it is exactly this that constitutes
the attempt of the heroie Communards.
The reason why the proletariat cannot
use the bourgeois State machine for ifs
own ends is clear: the burcaucratic and
military machinery of this State are indis-
solubly bound dp with the Fapltahs_u'
class. In this connection if 18 war
noting that in the seventies
thought a revolution might be pos:
without this preliminary shatteri
the boutgeois State by the worl
countries like ‘England and
where the standing army and
cracy . Were undevelop‘ﬁ_rl;
1914, the British Empire
have rolled down into

%
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tic institutions, and, to- quite in keeping, not o :
s . : i e nly w
n these countries no less than on  sian conditions in p;”-ﬁpu]}ar“]lth
ontinent, the breaking up of the with the general conditions of lfu”)’%t sy |
ois State by the workers is the imperialist capitalism. ¥ Cdged'f

Prohibition, Communism and

ﬂ:1lisii:e,--t¥f the social revolution. I i 2
third important lesson of the Com- i sccond  proletarian  dictafgrm .] f L'f
e is that it involved the destruction has definitely armed the pl‘o]ctaria?rshlp Oy O 11€E. :
- parliamentarism. Marx tells us:— equally definitely disarmed the bour‘g'gg'd By L.C.F. ;
i g ELE

E sie. Morcover . o ey
he Commune was to have heen, not a. par- marily of ind o3 H-H SO\.!.ct_ COnsists pri
entary, but a working corporation, legisla- o ustrial deputies elected |

e and exeeutive at one and the same time, In- WOTKing class suffrage, the exploiters I In a recent interview, N. Bucharin, a excessive toil imposes a burden upon

r of the Russian Com- human spinit—there is no real sel

of deciding once in three or six years which ing disfranchised. Final hinent membe :
1:;‘_;’;; tt}l;i ;‘i{;:i ?‘11“55)3?{_38 mt 'rep_rfsenl]‘ Sog’viets, commissaricingfllf:fh";lﬂ?eﬁb:gs o E::r?ist Party and of the Third Inter- pression for the masses of the peop

R s Eaive the Ipe;;é"“o'r'r;:l’}‘s:ﬁr?f able' at any. time by their clectors. bl pational, discusses the problem of pro- Self-denial is the ideal that religions a
‘communes, as a means of securing 1},;115“.“”:1_ only receive the equivalent of w ]:: an,d hibition. Bucharin declares that prohi- class morality impose upon the worker:
kers, controllers, clerks and so forth for its Wages. The backward s W pition is rigidly enforced in Russia, a Seli-denial—itself a denial of life and th

: tate of Russiag severe penalty being imposed for a vio- urge of life! Worl—a means to a

usiness in the same way as individual suffrage economy has, however

serves any individual employer in his.” n ‘\'-“i'atcd the wiet regulations; that a end made an end in itself!

lation of the 5

Having destroyed the capitalist State, Ei?;é:%;an payment ot higher salariesiis drunken man in Moscow or Petrograd Self-denial and self-indulgence ea
‘_;:S‘thi.t ls] 't}i:e 1:La‘ture of the pm}otariax; 2 is a rarity. |>urv§rt the human spirit.] The ﬁrgﬁ to
; ate which the victorious work it The dictatorship of the = G o ] . life becomes, under capitalism, the urg
B i il ettty of ot B, proces Buchari, W st 0" arhictous tinge o IS

etfommun‘e proclaimed the abolition YiOUS States in the following 2 \]‘wctf'ri ;f(}’qc:‘lh ‘“‘1 s e ucccésify i, cxpression becomes either a perversion

Bm%ysi%r:zdp;% :\m_‘ly, and its replace- Illlm the State of the explcited; \\'hc-}éas over, the restrictions will be modified f:][ life (::]rl ‘i“delfakiﬂml';:lo’;g:st“wa: hgle;ge'ry

Sl ine Célimrll’e in arms, The Courf. ; O.Ih('rs Chaye _been  the  exploiters! wand fine wines introduced for the use mrmm tlve ual ol T
. l.repmemaﬁ“:e foﬂSlSted of muni- dtates. It is an immense expansion of of the workers.” The Communist, de- imd‘gen;rac s e botrc
suffrage in the v:rii: e;!.':d by universal €mocracy, being democracy for the clares Bucharin, is not an ascetic, but a o _-Lg 1 Nk g : e

sponsible and revosabi:mits u Paris, :1;3};]13:.. mef with restrictions for the few firm believer in life and the joy of life— Life is §tult1ﬂ§d, ]}tl;y fpftwert'ed' ;g

ere sat in the Council 6""5 31?}"1 time, inc r,e i‘,‘thul'c“ Cal"lt«'l]l.‘f[. democracy 1585 a Pagan rather than a Puritan. cuiturr; (\i'_lt{ac.ltedl )Iflft e :sitg: mp

ies of different shades, Whili;\f?htétmn— hih ?‘elsﬁ:ic;iiclﬂ(-‘c;ﬂ?—\- for the few rich In this, there is another contrast be- upon .m i ual self-expression. =

on consisted of 21, 15 of ,hOP" is, lastly. 1 ?".5 s Flf“ many poor. - It tween the sincere human philosophy of Capitalism, moreover, perverts hie
1ot 1 Y, Dy 118 very nature, a State the Communist and the deadening hy- making it a struggle for material well

e teactionaries, and 6 radi i inevi
<a ical repub- Which inevitably dj
ns > o
15 of the Gambetta school. All off. States have, l'“'c"'yiw i
une were also to be Waxed instead of waned

l?ted,hy*universal'suﬁrage and to be

out; all other ¥ pocrisy of bourgeois “civilisation.” being. In a class society, the strugg
; ) of man over nature becomes a (rimean
’ isi T ats

: Sory f-deni: S onilers  aggrandising & the s iasitis S ane i
compulsory self-denial for the workers AT et et ST e

hieir overthrow, Capitalism develops two extremes—

revocable at any 1] 1d | EhEL e : i g
esentatives v t13-1 = L dddition, “al] the \Ste?t-ed_ by their own State power, and corrupting self-indulgence for g Communism, by ending class divisio
only the equivalent of officials received pn: bl class will proceed as rapidly bourgeois. Pach extreme is vicious, de- 0 R Rl idng all the industrial
uch were the cssenti:‘{o}-::{;:ens waRcE the snsu‘:li;]{izsztt?i I'ecm;struq society. When = moralising, a denial of life and the joy sources for the use of life, ends
i on SR 3 i ! > ; : 3
aris Commune, the firgt E{:{itﬂf Ill'_le il A CGm[)le[LJe illﬂt means ‘r)f pro- of life. : 3 miserable struggle for existence, m
in the word SIS Classes: and ,» the economic hasis The bourgeois possesses an amimal oo cecondary  consideration,
at last dic:src:vgf g'larx, ishes a:-1dAwEilt1}1 ild,sss antagonisms van- * conception of life. Pawer—dehauchery and the joy of life become suprer
red, un- Satatnl e e ] i . L e = L ::
work out its ‘ccg- the political State ]il\-ec\[x]}i]fm”f- l.?as;.\ oy fntality.—that s th'a- 'f”,ﬂ;o‘ly ll::::d self-expression becomes t-h_e mea
.. In these conditions o }0 disappears, geois trinity. A social s..)i LH]1 apon finer culture, individual hherfyr
enin tells us th : fbe dotatorsiln: of the ool oL Stales . upon oppressor and oppressec, D ication for a self-imposed discip
socio-political aththe Soviets, in type cluded, bf:l:omcps of the proletariat in- [ fmaster and slave, can never deyelop a sp ; =
with the COmr: aracter, are identi- Out. There is nosulJﬁrﬂuous and dies | human 'conception of life.  Luxury 18 There have been mome.nt-s_m'.
e ut;ﬁ In certain re- and no one Pt one to be exploited considered joy, excess self-expression.  ¢ory of the world when l'.lsl:’i‘§
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¢ joy of life.

Communist program implies the

e

The capitalist has bought the labor-
power at its day-rate. To him its use-
value belongs during one working day.
Ie has thus acquired the right to make
the labor work for him during one day.
But what is a working day?

At all’ cvents, less than a natural day.
By how much? The capitalist has his
~ awn views of this ultima Thule, the ne-
eessary limit of the working day. As
capitalist, he is only capital personified.
His soul is the soul- of capital. But
capital has one single life impulse, the
tendency to create value and surplus-
value, to make its ‘constant factor, the
means of production, absorb the great-
est possible amount of surplus labor,

 Capital 15 dead labor that, vampire-
_ like, only lives by sucking living labor,

and lives the more, the more labor it'
sucks. The time during which the
1ab0.r_er _wo_rks, is the time during which
the ‘capitalist consumes the labor-power
helfhali p;llchascd of him,
U the laborer consumes his disposs
time for himsell, he rohs the dcaiﬁlﬁg‘z

_ The capitalist then takes hi
: 1}1{13 llai(w e €s his stand on
He like all other buyers, secks to eet {5
3 he o t th
greatest possible benefit out of tl?c usee—
value of his commodity. Suddenly the
i ~of the laborer, ‘which had been
gd i the storm and stress of the
racess of production rises:—
The commodity that 1 have sald to
differs from the crowd of other
0 in that its use creates
value greater than its own.
you bought it, That which
4ppears a spontaneous ex-
15 on mine extra ex-

A Normal Working Day.

By Karl Marx.

ange of commodities, *

i doin .
amount of work) an( g a reasonable

TARIAN Octaber 7,19
emancipation of humanity frop
terial oppression; but it equally jmmpe
emancipation from oppression "-1'-
spirit of man—freeing life from the fapd
ters imposed upon its expression ?-
joy and its beauty. &

penditure of labor-power.  You ang I
know on the market only one law that
of the exchange of carmnodities, And
the consumption of the mmodity bes
_longs, not to the seller, who parts with
1t‘ but to the buyer, 10 acquires it
To you, therefore, belo the use of
my daily labor-power. But by means of

the price that you pay for it
I'must be able 1o reproduce it
to sell it again. Apart from natural ex:
haustion through age, etc., I must bg
able on the morrow to work with the
same normal amount of force, health and
freshness as to-day. You preach to me
constantly the gospel of “saving” and

cach day,
daily, and

(v, 1
abs_lmencc."’ Good! I will, like a
i.:n.s]lt};lc saving owner, husband my sole
calth, labor-power, and abstain’ from

all foolish waste of it.

spend, set in motion, pu
as-much of it as is
normal  duration,

I will each day
t in action only
Sumpntiblc with its
and healthy develop-
?ﬁi“‘i‘v _1!;)" an unlimited extension gf
e um <ing day, you may in one day
s II) 4 quantity of labor-power greater

£ SMNESIDre i three.  What vou
gain in lahor, e

I lose in substa i
stance. The
;l?ei?far;lcy labor-power and (he spoliation
quite different things, If the

average time that

average lahorer can

I :
ive, is 30 years, the value of my labor-

Power, which

day is grpl o 5;?“ pay me from' day to
But if o ® 50 9% qoa5y- of its total value.

You consume it
s n ten
pay me dail Years, you

b
Y 1usgo

: instead of 1
:its' total value, LE., only one-thy dausu '0f
aily value, and you ro ird of its

every day of twasthirds of iy Cherefore,
my,commodity_ Yo; 2 :}fr tr]:-le \;’alue of
day’s labor-pawer, whilst you ifse (t)l:af 1;;

three days.

October 7, 1920.

‘That is against our con-
tract and the law of exchanges. T de-
mand, therefore, a working day of nor-
mal length, and [ demand 4t without
any appeal to your heart, for in money
matters sentinent is out of place. You
may be a model eitizen, perhaps a mem-
per of the Society for the_ Prevention
of Cruclty to Animals, and in the odour

of sanctity to boot; but the thing that

you represent face to face with me has
mo heart in its breast. That which seems
ta throb. there is my own heart-beating.
I demand the normal working day be-
cause I, like every other chl!cr, demand
the value of my commodity.

We see, then, that, apart from ex-
bounds, the nature of the
imodities, itself imposes
working day, no limit

The capitalist main-

tremely elastic
exchange of ¢
no limit 1o
to surplus l:

Flsewhere in this issue we review the
message of the Communist International
to the ILW.W. The following article
bears upon the same point, qx|{1.5110u1d, at
the present time, be of special interest to
“ox-I.W.W. men and Industrial Union-
ists in Aust: It contains thcl an-
swers of the official organ of the Com-
munist Party of America (date, Dec. 20th,
1919) to inquiries received by it concern-
ing the relation between the (_.'o‘mmumst
Party and the [.W.W. The questions sub-
mitted and the answers to these questions
are as follows:—

(1) “What is the difference helwee:;“llm Com-

munist Party and the TW.W.P"

(2) “Is the I.W.W. the ideal orgamisation on
the economic field, or should the Cummur}-_
ist Party strive to create another economic

industrial unien?”

(3) “Is the Communist Party in favor of sa-
botage " t

(4) “Is the Communist Party in favor of direct
action " : o

(8) “How do you define direct action?

(6) “What is the relation between the ILW.W.
and anarchism " e

(7) “Is mass action a direct action?

Question No. 1. 1 "
. The accurate scientific way to answer this que:s
tion is to consider what historical circumstance:

tains his righ
tries to make the
possible, and to m
sible, two working days out
the other hand, the peculia
the commodity sold implies
its consumption by the pur
the laborer maintains his right,
when_he wishes to reduce
day to one of definite normal dur
There is here, therefore, an antino:
right against right, both equally bea
the seal of the law of exchanges.
TWEEN EQUAL RIGHTS, EQRCI
DECIDES. Hence is it that, in thi
tory of capitalist production, the d
mination of what is a working day, pre-
sents itself as the result of a struggle
a struggle between collective capital, i.e
the class of capitalists, and collectiv
labor, ie., the working class.

Communist Party and LW.W. ° ]

i}

the wo

€

account for the existence of cach of these organ-
isations and what life purposes they have to ful-
fil. Some phrases or sentences appearing in the
literature of either organisation cannot answer
the question.

The IW.W. is a labor union Tt is a special

kind of labor union. It came into existence in
1ges in opposition to the dominant trade unionism
represented by the AF. of L. It sought an in-
dustrial and class basis for unionism, as opposed
to the narrow craft basis. Tt accepted the class
struggle as its guiding pn'nagle of action, not tlri 4
capitalist contract system which was fundament
in the action of the A.F. of L.—the trade ui
jonists regarding their craftsmanship as a specie
of capitalistic property. Above all; the LW.W.
meant the bringing into the unions of the un-
skilled, of groups of workers tlacre‘lufur_e 1%:_0_:
in the domain of union orgatisation. [
latter item which has made the LW.W. so ur
in character and of revolutionary a‘p.m.t
Industrial unionism, simply as a distinet
of unionism, using the United Mine wi
an example, is not necessarily either
ary nor in oppusitjon‘tolths-A.F._q
challenge to craft uniomsm as
tiveness, and certainly there is
the effectiveness of an ndu
we have just witnessed on the
Mine Workers. ek
“The LW.W. is
because it identifie:
class struggle. T
world-famous %17
recognising th
% Bt

y
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essarily brings to the front The Communist Party is. an organisafi i i
sue. hage seen how lhebimibom'sm xcvu]ulinln:\r_v propaganda.  Its imrnl’t’liatjémlmf

‘workers and miners inevitably brings ness and its ultimate business are . ¥ ey i1 ' b i
i iseue to the front when they strike as same thing—always the propa S a“fd the | position for W“‘}:ﬁt;’“uﬁ,‘a’“ﬂﬂ;“’i‘gag{ ?ﬁ‘)pﬁgaﬁ‘da in its totality. Tt must be ready
ustrial mass, instcad of as craft groups. proletarian revolution and of the r_‘(,r.mmgilth' g within the union €1 e highest .isu?gapt_;]:sela to changing circumstan
e present stage of economic concentratiog, construetion. The special mission of the s(;ﬂm" VH‘B“:{ there is always the need for an organisa- stanedwolr m; w%s]inal:a:m?:'en‘:h'ﬁm
ng of the underlying mass of workers is munist Party is to analyse the class Slrugghm- n which concentrates entirely on the revolu- revulutionmy'chal nge o{gshe cl;lgg sk
to mkle on momentum (uw;u_-d the ]_;rolc- it develops from day to day, and to put this amﬂ“! aganda, untrammelled by any pur-  must strive, above all, to attain a cem;['.s 1t
!E\‘m]utmn. There‘ is no- possible basis for sis at tllp service of tl rking class’ for wh; ¥ soses of immediate gains, economic or legislative. revoluliona;'y prolcta,rian action surmonf 'r|
omise betwgen\capilal:sm and the rnass_ul ever guidance it may ve in the immed;al- 1S.mh an organisation alote can maintain the per- the organisation boundaries which e:’ii'ﬁ'
led labor. Capitalism depends upon having'  strugeles.  The Communist Party, by its w“t spective of the labor movement in its entirety. vance of the revolutionary crisis. The pragr
absolute mercy a large body of unskilled, of education and» agitation, ‘trains and ing ke Such an organisation alone is safe from being di- of the Communist Tnternational points to

ised laborers. It will aceept the unionism  for revolutionary leadership and  for cr'lil‘ws i verted to its own immediate organisation advant-  conneil, arising out of the revolutionary steu

e-tenth of the workers, welding this group  understanding on the part of a considersHEs ical tages, which is mot the case with unions, co- itself, as the centralising organisation unit.
‘an ant rwg]mmm},-y ‘labor -~ anistocracy”  of workers, so that the immediate ‘Ho“;m“ operatives, or political organisations built on par- The loyalty of the Communist cannot be fo an)
nsing this group against the general mass of  perhaps imperceptibly, made to ire a ::;c’ ticipation in capit list democracy for the winning form of organisation but always to the
%‘ﬂ;ﬁﬁ"’i—"‘:&a&ﬂ?rﬁ-] But when the AF. of scious revolutionary Communist character. Whl':; of legislative reforms. revolution. Membership in a union, as a Cor

: ] v the unskilled and semi- the Communist Party organises, within itself, is Question No. 2. munist, must constantly meet the test of the

members are Communists who are in a faverable panisation lpgélty” as a

tio

1

ACK

' t‘afcismathfa,??m.md mdustry, then Judge proletarian revolutionary ¢ ¢ and up- It is not the work of the Communist Party to  velopment of the class struggle, There is no

i ax 5 te‘Eli('agaMSt collective bar-  derstanding. Qutside itself, the ( nunist Party build 2 new industrial union. Clir workae tof JEsert but that a strong case can be made for

i, 1.e, agamst making contracts with his = aims to give emphasis to those t ies in the' romote the revolutionary tendencies throughout Communist membership in the TW.W. at the pre-
i A sent time, and the case would be far stronger if =

s enforceabls i 4
tl‘)’- Ff::;b et};Dg iis:‘?k;ir?f t_ltle whole steel  labor movement which ap; ) most di- the labor movement.  Our fundamental under-
i, gl it 18 apparent  rectly and surely to the proletarian conquest of standing is that the forces of life, the pressure of

the LW.W. made its general propaganda that of
Communism, RPN

the coal strike was of such : 1
undamental im-  the political ver, this 1 : toliati i compels th rork
e to the capitalist system that th AL cal power, this being the necessary first imperialistic capitalism, compels the workers to 3
3 e govern- achievement for the Communist ial ‘reconE copt new <. In a primitive stage of the : Question No. 3. <
{ 1 nist reconstrue- accept, new ; 2 Sabotage is a very loose ter

ent intervened to break the strike, and to take tion.
that whatever gains came to the miners
d appear to be voluntary grants, by aid of

ass struggle one might talk about creating a DOIEE 0
bl g o entering into any extensive defin

. kind of union as an example; but in the LT 3 Y
A L s ! it is enough to say that the Commu

i oL caiid Deono possible ¢ - between present advanced oe this wonld be-about the lysis,

government, rather than concessions won o kind of a lahor union : ranisation 3 of trying o iem  Party believes in the highest practical adapti i
ﬂ;m the strike field, therehy impressing ity {,Ur revolutionary proj except that sa_m; gml,]t‘f. ; '|,I| .,ii.]j \{!é\mm!"ugt dg;{"lﬂ,-‘ﬁf”ghc tactics to the conditions of struggle. Cnm:a:lé"
it et miners their class power. tl}ev LW.W., by reason of many circumstances ! 2?‘1‘_\1 comit one of the industhal world and Katayama favored us quite recently with a d
_ Unionism is‘'bound to adapt itself to the cond;- which cannot here be reviewed, has been hitherto 96 the: labor cment as it lives and struggles scription of the use of sabotage hy the Japanes
of struggle under hLighly concentrated c i tiwarted in becoming an actual union except in g to-day. “We declare by fiat that it shall all workers under conditions where the strike i3
m. It was the TLW.W. which first api- very limited way in certain p ular fields; PR on correct logical principles. It itself illegal, and where there is no chance f
St gave  especially among timbermen, long I g o I.uvi it is our task to bring to union organisation with strike funds. But

ilhis i e, metal t go on and
er of unionism in - i mitiers, and other groups of se e ILIEL B0 Jnd
yg’jﬂ_rg, because tl'tzel.l\J)\ffl.]\I;E ist;:fgs‘w Not laborers.  The I.W.\\-'I. has itself 11\‘\11:::1:“’;:? i!1!.;’ &ﬁ‘i,}isl-‘\tml.\vlu
gamation of several existing urganis‘:f' an - marily a propaganda organisation, and has un: ihc r(:‘;l c;fi the ial revolution. ral mass action, would ever present a fug
- hag :Eﬂdy Hnticiplated its Principles:‘%ﬁ ﬂ?,;gﬂ‘]’iﬁt hiild1?'pmfn”fld influence upon the labor Tl?e ntTe the ommunist Party begins to build 'O_f ":“‘;‘_l é[f:h;q:ﬁ‘etslg";‘:;; ::grevl\g]ztn;sn??]:n =
4 genera - X 1 this country and else oFO 2 £ i1 Tt cense 1 nate. ~ % Ao
A il_}dﬂ!t_;‘iall lfnionisn-?r:ggg:gd?a)?fa’;fv\\czlu; ;its h_ropa_f_'an(l;l and lhroﬁgh_Llh{el>;|‘1\;|Il;l((tl\;]1;?uig;!; ?,1}::_‘;':,‘)“1'::: ;,:;‘ (:“]‘]t.fqn‘.hfi:i;l ?Uiﬁgtaigoﬁémsﬁ;ﬁ effective generalship under a given set of circum-
‘. ﬁ;:g:e_entxre re-organisation of the labor {!h.-hsg. in the important strikes in which it has ||| = business becomes the demonstration of actual bet-
s nt along new lines, A played a part. TIndeed, the LW.W. propaganda fer wnion results with its own specially created

oUs  expression to thi ¢ |
s new form and would not consider that sabotage, in the broads

understanding of the term as Tepresenting a gene-

encies in the actual living strug-
to us most directly in line with

stances. .
The working class cannot, m the final analysi
methods of combating the capitalist of

has gone outside the uni b i
5 side n G 5 choose 1ts v
7 E e ; §% Dolitical Reld b i i field, in a sense, into . union. : Y rescion. The Communists refuse, therefore, to
= 5 the West and by i—\tl:lts] f_ree speech” fights. i As to picking out the TW.W. as “the ideal ?1\' down any “principles” by which any forms.
| the other hand, the Communist Party ; he through the courts it chlitnge e il organisation on the cconomic field,” that is of the R o "shall he held taboo, under 3|'l|y and a
_organised expression in the )'L_:[s.l de T ey d” ; same logic. No matter how highly the Commun- 300 & ces. It is up to the ruling class to get
of the propaganda of the proletar Sk ol (T paganda of the LW.W. outside the ist Party may value the LW.W. and its work, 10 e Gorker's back if they want universal
N going back to the Communist 1&1::% o f\?m-c} of industrial unionism itself, has heen matter how closgly we may come ia co-operate ability B
- The Communist Party represento ng 1o ? variegated pattern, and the only reason for any in this work, it would still be a fatal error for the = S gociglist Party, clause against sabol
of labor except the totality Dfn i5 tno o Pm:l“»”-‘l between the LW.W, and’ the Communist Communist Party to prefer the TW.We, 33 20 adopted by referendum in 1912, Was @ dispiasey
ced in the proletarian revolition itlge?;ests :ET) dls Iﬂl? fact that some of the LW.W. pro- actual union, to other unions which exist or which b SR (i United States, fn. tha
3 paganda 125 been anti-Communist, may come into cxistence in the same field. it accepted the capitalist moral valuation ©
There is nothing about the LW.W. which Certainly there is no objection to every merngel; form of working class action. The Comn
should make its general i A ‘.‘]‘_“3 | of the Communist Party joining the LW.W. «Bu have no such moral valuations, The que
other than the programme of the a Uy that does mot mean that Communists should mot — FCE 8 g tiveness under actual circums!
Party; but even with absolute o ommunist also belong to other unions. Indeed many MEeM- 8 op 74 iq getually proposed to be done

bers of the I,W.W., either from necessity or t'bt{ its apparent suitability to get results.

paganda principles the two ot Teement on pro-
Question No. 4.

o though it is g0 on side by side. The I‘w_w‘p'"“’a”“”s would choice, are also members of other unions. 500

5 ¢ im has had its  in f e « 15 still 3 i i 7 : e ¢
r particular groups of w its  in form of arganisation and j v Lyl the Communists. The question of joining a umon ;

! 5 arke & and in prae T ; : SO 5 ¥ Yes. 5 e
SR e o B el R e b el gentine § Question No 5,
ﬂs“mn rat;:n. Bt tlie abjective of are men in (he I W% as a union. Indeed there ! 1{ and possibilities of choice. St 1Iianq aiine By direct action we und 5!__
all i proletarian revolution, and its paganda s who do not take the pro- ! |°' o fEranisalichey i ting the representative, indirect legislat
immediate actions of the work- any more seriously tl L highest individual effectiveness in promotl “term direct action arose &

faf i 5 5 an for i - i g
fising value in getting -membe or its adver- Communist propaganda. It might be argued that action for political aims, ¢

1e economic as in the politi Z TS il f
e n R B ol e o S il i i DY 2 e G ity
tienary aspects of the class strug-+ volutionar ;';pu—l.: ?f the class struggle as o re- I ;mllsa"o“ i ot il gkt 4 wv:fd have
; of the sogial sfsgtem."’\g:ﬂ:pghdam domination | tgcézli_rt'.\{lol;tlnu,‘ hug ﬂ&;s 'ar&"lf:t;?cewnThe Cam- The LW.W. hi
q 1ght Say that these | munietmll;a[:‘-tybé'atr:nmcﬁ. ﬂ:-aact::rc;ilhiu itself an “or- infusion of anarc



orn
. writers.

etarial—as the central and all-import.

- suppression of bourgeois exploitation,
Question No. 7.

ion action,

’ALUE, PRICE AND PROFIT.”
Karl Marx.

This is the last of those four works
[ Marx _anf? dEngcls Wwhich form the ne-
dfy infroduction to the styg f
‘scientific communism, the pther tlllre?f:
""Wa‘g‘e-Labor and Capital,” “The Com-
nist Ma;n_ifestn,” and “Socialism, Utq-
an and Scientific,” having been aircad
ewed in “The Proletarian ” “Va.luc?r
, i a partial scnse:
and must certai:elvogjume e
A o ©
proceeding to that ¢ \E\(’;:i%tebnenf];:'

By

‘working ;
the First International in p

1 ; Pass of a short
Jrnlpossnble to do these thcoi-
all we can (¢
at the book itself he re
Aattention to a few of
nent features,
re_:is_lnp lc:llclgma more
Widely held at the Present tim
i e
he one which asserts that every
uwages 1 inevitably followed'by

Teview it is
justice;

0 1S to insist
its most promi-

fallacious nor

THE PROLETARIAN

SECOND CONGRESS OF T
INTERNATIONATL,,

s the derivation of the anti-
I theorising of some of the
The demand for immediate,
abolition of the State, in favor of inde-
ent, autonomous local associations of work-
lustry by industry, is the modern theme of
sm, Communism demands the Dictafor-
of the Proletariat—the special State of the

s for the social reconstruction. The aboli-
of the State as an organ of class oppression
considered the inevitable result of the Com-

55 action has the same derivation as direct
, only the term mass action is broader, be-
all-inclusive of working class action, whereas
- direct aclion is particularly deseriptive

ad, and to call ,

munist International,
theses providing for C
pation in parliaments, and
‘that parliamentary action
part of the Communist
countries, subject to stri
members by the party

give up his seat at the first
party,

The theses were adopte
whelming majority,

- A PROLETARIAN LIBRARY

(By G. BARACCHL)
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" October 7, 1920, THE PROL
uld lLe equalised in  the different
E::Ezhczo As the whole derangement originally

Q- change in the proportion of
rose from a mere ¢ o )
3]13 demand for, and supply of, different com-
moditics, the cause ceasing, the effect would
cease, and prices would return to their normal
ase, )

“ fevel and equilibrium.”

We see, then, lh.at, f?ther things being
equal, a general rise in wages will 1
sult in a general fall in profit, but will
leave the prices of commodities un-
changed.

It is in chapter six that Marx takes up
the crucial question of value. The stu-
dent will do well to read this. chapter
first of all, and, qnly after having done
this, go through the buok_frnm the be-
ginning. In this chapter six Marx gives
what is the only scientific and 5:{t15fa|:f
tory answer to the wvexed question as
to how the value of a commodity is de-
termined :—

“A commodity has a wvalue, because it is a
crystallisation of social labor. The greatness
of its value, or its relative value, depends upon
the greater or le amount of that social sub-
stance contained in it; say
relative mass of labor necessary for its produc-
tion. The relative values of commodities are,
therefore, determined by the respective guanti-
tics or amounts of labor, worked up, realised, fived
in them. The corrclative quantities of commodi-
ties which can be produced in the same time of
labor are equal.”

Having solved the problem of value,
Marx proceeds to show how surplus
value or profit is produced; and here
again he gives the only satisfactory and
scientific (‘_\[piunuti(m. Labor _1}0\\'(_‘1' ‘15,
in capitalist society, a commodity. Like
other commodities, its value is deter-
mined by the quantity of labor socially
necessary to produce it. In other words,
its value is determined by the value of
the necessaries required for its produc-
tion, development, maintenance and per-
petuation. It is this value which, in the
form of wages, the capitalist pays when
he buys from the workman the com-
modity, labor power. Having bought
this labor power at its value, it is now,
like any other commodity he may 1}5[“"3
purchased, his to consume or use. The
capitalist uses labor power in the only

Way he can, by sctting it to work, Of

this, Marx says:

The walue of the labo';'iug power its g::;'
mined by the quantity of labor necessary to 5
tain or reproé]luce it, but the use of that labor-

i

ing power is only limi 1!

and physical strength of the lahorer,
or weekly walue of the labor
quite distinct from the daily or week exerci
that power, the same as the food a horse v
and the time it can carry the horseman are

distinct.”

The use of the labor power bo
by Bim produces for the capitali
value greater than the value of t
power itself, which the capitalist
to the workman in the form of wa
This excess of value or surplus v
the result of surplus or unpaid I
constitutes the profit of the capitali

At the end of his book, Marx p
that the general tendency of capitali
production is not to raise, but to si
the average standard of wages.
adds:—

“Such being the tendency of things, in
system, 15 this saying that the wnfkirlg cli
ought to renounce their resistance against tlge
croachments of capital, and abandon thcu_a at-
tempts at making the best of the occasional
chances for their temperary improvement? If =
they did, they would be degraded to one leve
mass of broken wretches past salvation.” +

Nev