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The Soviet Way of Life
An Inside View

GREAT Australian Labor pioneer, William Lane, wrote

i 1890:—"'There is no hope but in socialism. If the

in
workers are to be really free and really happy, if poverty
the people, must own

is to be ended, then the workers,
and control the means of production.”

Today socialism is seen in action in the Soviet Union.

In many lands of Asia and Eastern Europe the working
people—900 million of them—have taken power and set
socialism as their goal. But in the Soviet Union socialism
is already built.

The rich men who own the daily newspapers will not
tell us the truth about any country where the banks and
industries of the rich have been taken over by the people.

We must judge for ourselves whether William Lane's

estimate has proved true.

Are the people of the Soviet Union “really free and
really happy'? Have they “ended poverty' '?

And can we live at peace with them and benefit from

their example?

A New World Is Born

THE new social system was born in 1917. In that year
first the Czar's government, then the governments of
the Russian capitalists collapsed through the military defeat
of the Russian armies and the sheer hunger of the people.

Workers took over the factories, peasants everywhere
divided up the vast estates of the landlords, soldiers
streamed home from the front in: their millions. Led by
the Communist Party, they had set up “Soviets”" (the
Russian word for ‘‘councils’),—their own elected councils
of workers, soldiers and peasants.

Through these Soviets in November 1917, they formed
a new type of government which took over the land and
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ines and large |

nalura'l resources of the country, its banks, m
factories, its transport and foreign trade '

'Tbe new Soviet Government appointed a Planning C
mission of scientists, engineers and others to i ig Orl?-
nation s economy so that it would yield, not bj 11:')?:: ;e
a few, but the greatest benefit for the masses ofgtli:eopes(;pll:zr ‘

. Thlsd body p]anned‘ how much production could be in- |
;rease each year with the aid of modern science, and |
ow much wages should be raised and prices cut i that |

people could buy all the products. No d i
. No_de id |
occur under such a system. REctsion, £l |

The profits of_ i_ndustry, belonging to the people, could |
be dev_oted to raising living and cultural standards, building
up social services and carrying out great works RE
ment throughout the country. i |

The Old Russia.

TO judge what socialism has achieved, one must know
what the old Russia was like.

Ar_: English writer, Stephen Graham, who knew the old
Russia, said about Moscow in his book ‘“Vagabond in the
Caucasus” (1911),—"At the Khitry market one may often
see men a:md women with only one cotton garment between |
their bodies and the cruel cold. How they live is incom-

prehensible . . . . and the beggars! the city belongs to
them.

In 1913, in the Czar's empire of 150 illi
only 8 million pairs of leather shoes and b?c:tslo\r'lvell-:::eolz-!s:
duced.

Only & million children attended school ¢ i
e i g e e e

Most of the people were peasants only just out of
Middle Ages. (They had been serfs till just half a c:nt:}]:?
before the revolution.) ¥

Their tiny patches of land made the use of
implements impossible. Half the ploughs we:')e ﬁl;’j;rg
ploughs, scratching the surface instead of turning the C]Oii

Farﬁincs, as one writer said, were “‘periodical like th
ENOwWS . .
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Fifteen Lost Years.

AFTE.R the Revolution, capitalist armies fell on the new
Soviet country from all sides. These included British
armies at Archangel and Baku, American and Japanese
armies operating from Vladivostok, German armies in the
Ukraine, and other armies equipped and financed and
by foreign imperialists led by the Czar's commanders Kor-
niloff, Denekin, Kolchak and others.

The struggle lasted three years. Cities, farms, bridges,
railways were terribly devastated. It took the Soviet Union
until 1925 to recover the level of production of 1913.

In 1941 came the still more terrible invasion of Hitler's
armies, which killed 7 million Soviet people, wounded and
disabled millions more, destroyed factories, farms, mines
over a great part of the Soviet Union and left 20 million
people homeless.

By a tremendous effort production was restored to its
pre-war level by the end of 1947. But the two wars of
invasion and the tasks of recovery had robbed the Soviet
people of more than 15 of their 37 years since the revo-
lution.

There have been just over twenty years, just one genera-
tion of the actual building of socialism.

What has happened to this once backward country as a
result of one generation of socialist building?

Crowded, Busy Shops.

ET us plunge straight into some of the crowded, busy
shops of the new Moscow,—not into the new giant
department store in the Red Square where you can buy
almost anything, or into any other specially large shop, but
into a typical network of shops along the ground floor of
two apartment houses.

Here are a branch of a department store; a large general
food store, one of about seventy of its type in Moscow:
smaller shops selling bread, fish, furniture, shoes, fruit and
vegetables; a barber's shop, laundry and dry cleaning
services, and two tailor's workshops.

7



These shops are State-owned but of medium

gize.
ze. They are good, clean, modern shops not T

Th i
iy e ey are _nearly always crowded.
Bl et dnipeclion of,geats: and pri
ind yourself trying to elb ol
out of the crowds. o Naciersstie i

The reason is simple.

You may

|

In the last six years alone the‘i

nation-w: e Cl w
T 1de Pric uts thh e € ry M T h or AP |
com ve arc r1

and cover a very wide ran i

_ ge of :

tpHm_:es I%f necessaries to betwe(::n d:lc]teaslfhz;zii r;dl;i?:ld th?
heir 48 level. The last reduction, in March 1953

b ;
rought most prices down between five and twenty per cent

Retail trade rose i
e in volume by | i
another 20 per cent in 1953. M PR n ) 3% g

Standards Rise.

OVIET customers, with money to buy, are not only want-

ing greater quantit i
L gt q y of goods but better guality and a

Stylllzstg;;h:oeloihog, fcl»: lt;xa;nple, there are shoes of many

_ s but half the crowd is waiting f

ﬁne:-1 qu_ahty shoe just coming from the faut:tory.g To‘lr'nealgﬁv‘;

?:incl»“;cngn O]fqgn]y 8 million pairs a year was raised to 200

. r\incfea“dﬂ ancl:l h;l[s) since been raised much furtl:er
nearly per cent last .

tomers can now afford to be particular. Je

I %
2 EuthebDepa.lrtment Stm:e you will find cotton shirts eas
woo}l:f,:, s:’t Stlk opl?,sbqulckiy disappear. A good stylislj-:
eater wi e quickly snapped i
¢ ped up, and
will dart from shop to shop to buy one, while quitep:ropls
sweaters of rougher style may lie on the shelves o

In the Food Store
you can buy plenty of the ¢
fish, poultry and pork, but by tea time you are Lllii.tgln;ary

find the mutton and beef cleaned out. 13

The sale of silk fabrics shot
year with the new habit of l:fear:fr:bg:]? gﬁ';c bt

d i uy s k

ressc-s.l At -tl'lls. [')epaltmEnt Store thousallda b 1

matenal, take it IIISI.de. and f(“ th]ee loub}ea ChOO II
se a

pattern and get it cut to fit themselves. (The average
monthly wage is something over 1000 roubles, to which
the extensive social services add a further 40 per cent.
This can be used as a measuring-rod to compare Soviet
and Australian prices.)

In this same Department Store people are lining up for
television sets faster than they come from the factory.
There is a special rush on that type of article which you
buy after meeting your basic needs—for example, bicycles,
low priced cars, radio and television sets, refrigerators and
vacuum cleaners.

The multiplied demand for such articles, and the demand
for quality and style, are proof of rapidly rising living
standards.

The Battle for Consumer Goods.

THESE busy, growing shops, and the factories and farms
which supply them, are the scene today of a mighty
battle, the battle to increase the supply of consumer goods
to meet the demand created by the successive price reduc-
tions.

Earlier the main battle was for coal, steel and oil, for
electrical power, for the creation of great modern plant
and machinery.

That battle is still on. But it was basically won in the

period of the First and Second Five Year Plans from
1928 to 1937.

In those years the Capitalist countries went through
crisis and prolonged depression. First their production

fell by one-third, then they painfully climbed back to their
previous level. In these years, under Socialism, the system
which knows no depression, the Soviet Union multiplied its
industrial production five times over and revolutionised its
farming methods.

Above all, a tremendous machinery of production was
created. The Soviet Union, from a backward peasant
country, became the second industrial country of the world.

But 1946
Basic industry
And now

With the war came untold devastation.
brought a new Five Year Plan, the fourth.
was rebuilt and extended on an immense scale.

9



S ——————

|
|

has come th i
e great drive to ensure i
_ that the hi
e sribse might
e f production shall pour forth a huge stri o
sumer goods for the people. o

Premier Malenkov i

pointed t i

the output qf the means of proc():ll:mtm e
than_ three times since 1940,
by just 72 per cent.

ion had increased more
the output of consumer goods
He sounded ‘
the call for a i l
: reat 1
p:{oductlon of consumer goodsg for d:;'n‘: e
adequ ¢

fam?inz:ytotcrcrabunc!‘ance. He called for a decisive lift inl
o A eate “an abundance of food for the popula-|
o an }'a‘f materials for the light industries.” IIJ-I:U a;l
2 t::;lm o hcarefully studying demand’’ and ensuring tlfet‘

o or three years "any item requi 3

i , quired i

in every town and every rural district.” e e DbtamEd'

transition from!

ca, l d =
€ or pecml a n (=

q
]le 1 f 8 ttentio to th uahty Of manu

- 4
urn out fin a 00 f our |
lndustl must t e Dd elegant go dS or u

To speed this plan capital investment in the ccmsumer|

gDOdS industries as i
ncreased o i
! : Wi ver 50 per cent n one

corizillrlieringdplants have been turned over to producing
i goo ds;bwar plant_s are being diverted to peace
n, and by 1955 will be turning out half a million

bicycles a year, 20 it |
i be&st:::!s. 0,000 refrigerators and nearly 5 million |

|
tornst_l;?;::sry \ELOU}? delegates from the Machine and Trac- |
- col[ecti\; flc supply tractors and other machines to
g Ic arms, met with Government leaders in the |
producuona a_ce‘lto plan a further big leap forward in farm
s similar to the leap forward when collecti
g began twenty-five years ago. L

prizzmae t:griiultl.;ral tax on f&}rmers was halved last yea
gl e armzr were increased while those tg t},r.
EENSNnecs fwerc:: re uce_cl. Everyi.:hing is being done te
liw:;toclf anzrr_n production, especially in cattle ang i o

in potatoes and vegetables. il

The battle for co
nsumer goods wil
battle for the machinery of prmluctim-.l bl e

the SOVlet peo le e & en thei llldllsl
P hawv ak ¥ h
T t into ¢t €elr own
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We Australians who still leave this machinery in the
hands of our capitalists must learn the lesson—that our
country, which had in the past more plentiful, more varied
and usually cheaper goods than Russia, must fall com-
pletely behind unless we ourselves very soon adopt the
socialist way of life.

Rebuilding Moscow.

ET us now stand where we can view Moscow's new

programme of home building,—say, on the river bridge
that leads into the South Western highway.

Here we can see in action the most ambitious housing
programme in history designed to solve one of the worst
housing crises in history.

Three-quarters of Moscow homes before the revolution
were old wooden houses, many of them dilapidated. Since
then the City's population has risen from less than 2
million to nearly 8 million.

How to provide good housing conditions in a few
years for the whole 8 million—that was the problem.

Even this problem is being solved through Moscow's
ten year plan of reconstruction (1951-1960).

As you stand on the bridge you see facing the river a
big apartment house with 500 windows on one side. You
cee many such apartment houses completed or in construc-
tion up and down the river banks. Looking south-west
vou see the highway, from a short way down, lined con-
tinuously with large apartment houses built either in the
1930's or since the war.

These apartment houses are mainly from 5 to 10 storeys
high. They are laid out and spaced so that every flat gets
its sun, air and light. Commonly they take the form of
three sides of a square enclosing a garden and playground
behind. All the new flats have electricity, gas and cen-
tral heating. All are provided with lifts. Each flat is
quite private. Usually each has its balcony.

Rent averages less than 5 per cent of the tenant's wage,
varying from |3 per cent to 10 per cent acocrding to
income, family responsibilities and the size and amenities
of the place rented. It often includes gas, electricity,
heating and other services such as radio and television.

11



From this bridge also

Fre i you see thre

blzuldmgs which are to dominate the lasdszt;plheofte‘; gtm]\
City: the tall building which houses the 1

: Ministr
External Affairs; a new 27 storey apartment hous}; wfi:{,l\

gilt spire; and standing 32 i j
B <~ store
the largest hotel in Europe. ve ik, S

hoil;eamong the new apartment houses are blocks of old\
et t; not yetb cleared away owing to the population crisis
e war, but under the plan of reconstruction the last

of these will be cleared away by 1960.

My wife and | walked one morning from the Zoo down
to this bridge, a!ong some winding side streets where the|
houses were mainly old ones. Generally they fell e|
far sl:\ort of present day needs. But later at t);le ?Vi .
H?usmg Museum we were able to see the plan under Dslit'“:l"
t]'us_ precise area was to be cleared very soon for e |
main _thoroughfare with modern flats on each side i:“Unde“‘\a|
socialism every year brings a big advance. : g CT‘

Cheap Transport.

FEW hundred yards from this same bridge is thel
newest station of the Metro undergro s
- . g Y d
Kievskaya, which completes the first circular nline r?ili‘]:?in)r'
the other lines of the Metro. R

: _The Metro is the pride of Moscow and the delight of all
visitors. Each station is a treasure-house of art aave_ot ]:] |
underground palace of marble and bronze. l'iach hﬂa o
own theme:; the architects of Kievskaya have portr :ls e
union of the Russian and Ukrainian people, by

The Metro has a uniform fare for all distance
rouble return (the equivalent in buying power ofs_];nne
94 Australian), half a rouble single. Trams, M st
old form of transport, are even cheaper—60 ko;;eks o(sc},ow 4
fifths of a rouble) for any distance. Bus charge il
with distance, and can be dearer, but are kept dgos i
any area which is not served by tram or Metmwn e

With the continual laying of new lines the Metro f§
becomes more and more the standard transport cha o
Moscow people. i for
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City Of Cranes

NFINISHED buildings are marked by high

against the skyline—you can see many of them from this
one bridge alone, they are quite a symbol of the new
Moscow—daily lifting into place the prefabricated walls,
floors, ceilings and amenities of hundreds of new homes.
Huge prefabrication plants have been erected, and it is
aimed to prefabricate all parts of the home and merely
assemble them on the construction site.

cranes,

In other towns and in the countryside you see new one,
two and three storey houses, houses built by individual
home builders (with land supplied free of charge and
interest-free State loan up to 6000 roubles) and '‘dachas”
(small holiday summer cottages) which have become quite
- craze with Soviet people. But in Moscow the only way
to solve the housing crisis was to build into the air—hence
the five to ten storey apartment houses everywhere.

Housing Miracle.

THE scale of this home building takes one's breath away.
Last years budget vote for housing construction was
four times the very high 1940 figure.

If you built an unbroken chain of ten storey apartment
houses ali the way on both sides of the Sydney Road from
Melbourne to just past Seymour or from Sydney to
Katoomba, that would equal the amount of new home-
building being undertaken in Moscow alone between 1951
and 1960.

Of course it is easy for an unscrupulous press photo-
grapher to photograph some old Moscow housing relic not
vet removed. It is easy to say—which is true—that the
new homes, built so speedily, sometimes lack finish.

The Soviet people know these things, and Premier Mal-
enkov has said there is still an “acute housing shortage’.

But little short of a miracle has been accomplished.
Socialism has already shown decisively what can be done
where housing policy is dictated by the people’'s needs, not
by the financial interests of banks, landlords and master

builders.
13
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New Moscow University.

LET us now visit the new Moscow University, opened on

September 1, 1953.

This vast building is 800 feet high, 32 storeys, 2 miles
walk around the base.

With its perfect proportions, its 100 acre botanical
gardens in front, its lavish use of marble in many hues, its
tall massive marble pillars at the entrance, (like the ancient
Greek in style), its white light and daylight lamps in courts,
theatres and corridors, it is perhaps the most beautiful
building in the world.

It has over 150 lecture halls and over 1000 laboratories,
a library of 1,200,000 volumes, and very fine club rooms
and sports facilities. It has also nearly 6,000 well-fitted
living rooms for resident students and post-graduates, (with
<hower and lavatory to each two rooms and kitchen facili-
ties to every 10 or 12) and 114 flats for Professors.

The students are paid to study. Stipends vary from
roughly 250 to 800 roubles per month, averaging about 400
roubles. This is less than half the average wage in indus-
try: but half the students live at home, residents pay only
15 roubles per month rent, fees are only 25 to 35 roubles
a month.

The stipend system makes University study open to all, in
fact as well as in theory.

Two Million Students.

HIS great building is only a small part of the University

system as a whole. It houses the six departments of
chemistry, physics, mathematics, geography, geology, bio-
logy and soil.

Other departments are housed in the old Moscow Univer-
sity or in the “Institutes”,—more than 20 in number, many
ol them very large and important, which cover, for
example, engineering, law, teaching, modern languages,
medicine.  There is a vast network of evening and cor-
respondence courses. And all this is only Moscow Uni-
versity, which is but one of 33 Universities in the Soviet
Union.

15
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The Soviet Union is now a land of nearly 2 milliy
higher education students. \
Did not the Melbourne Herald report early in 1951'
from an American source, that by 1955 the Soviet Uninnl‘
would be turning out 50,000 new qualified engineers each
year compared with 15,000 in the U.S.A.? |

Such a higher education system could only have been
reared on the basis of a gigantic system of primary and
secondary education. The Soviet education vote is thel
highest per head in the world (about 14 per cent of the
total budget in 1950). |

Hitler destroyed 82,000 schools, half the school facili-l
ties of the Soviet Union, yet by 1949 the universal seven
year school (up to 14 years) had been restored in the|
farthest village of the country. |
The universal ten year school (till 17 years) began in‘
Moscow and a few other cities in 1952 and will be
extended to all large towns by the end of 1955 and tol
the whole country by the end of 1960. Universities are
open to all who pass their examination at the end of the
secondary school.

This in a land famed only 40 years ago for the ignor-|
ance of its people!

Palace Of Science.

HE new University is a Palace of Science,

army of new experts needed for the great
works of Communism and the vast projects for
ing of nature'’.

While 14 per cent of the State budget is spent on
education, nearly 40 per cent is spent on the development
of the national economy. Great developmental works
are changing the whole face of the country.

training the
construction
the remak-

\

From this University go many of the trained young men |
and women needed for the building of the world's twol
largest power stations (with capacity of 2 million kilowatts
each) now nearing completion on the Volga and for the
construction of the 700 mile Turkmenian Main Canal (the
world's longest) which is to transform the Soviet Union's
biggest desert, the Kara Kum desert in Central A,

18

into

a fertile, populated territory, yielding each year 2 million

tons of first grade cotton and a wealth of other products.

Other young graduates will assist in the completion of
the Kakhovka Canal and power station which will use the
waters of the Dnieper to abolish drought in the southern
Ukraine. Others again will take part in the 15 year plan
(1948-1963) to plant huge forest shelter belts 3,300 miles
long and up to a mile wide which will break the hot winds
from the south-east and change the climate of a whole
great region of the earth.

To all parts of the Soviet Union these young folk go,
inspired by the slogan blazoned forth in one of the Uni-
versity Courts over the statue of the Russian scientist Men-
deleyev, his own slogan—""Science will yield its harvest to
the people.”




The Great Construction Works |

Of Communism. |
|
“THE oreat construction works of Communism’, these
mighty projects are called. That is because they will

be decisive in helping to produce the vast abundance of|
goods needed for the advance to Communism, the s@ciety‘
in which each will produce ‘‘according to his ability” ancll
receive “according to his needs’’. l‘
The magnitude of these projects is hard to grasp. For!
example, each of the two giant Volga power stations, near|
Kuibyshev and Stalingrad, will have a capacity equal to|
that of America's Boulder Dam and Grand Coulee Dam|
taken together. They are to be completed within ﬁve|
years of their commencement. |

Between them these two stations will irrigate 35 million|
acres of previously arid land for agriculture and grazing—
more than half the total area of Victoria. Their power

will be carried, not only to near industrial centres, but‘
bhundreds of miles to Moscow.

One of the great new construction works, the 63 mile
long Volga-Don canal, was opened for use in July, 1952,
It completed the link between the five seas surrounnding the
Furopean part of the Soviet Union. It involved the build-
in® of 13 navigation locks, several power stations and the
world's largest dam, the Tsimlyanskaya, which is 8 miles
long and dams back a new inland “'sea” 125 miles long
which is to water millions of acres of surrounding country:
I: was completed in four years.

The latest great project to be announced is for reclaim-
ing within two years 32 million acres of virgin and waste
land (one and a half times the total land under cultivation
in Australia). By 1955 the reclaimed area will be pro
ducing 18 to 20 million tons of grain (twice our totai:
annual grain tonnage).

More than 120,000 tractors and 10,000 combines are !

being sent to bring the new areas into cultivation. 400 000 |

young people have responded to the appeal for volunteer.
to assist in the great drive. 2

18

Projects of this size are only possible in a planned
economy. The current 3-year plan, which has prepared
this great agricultural advance, also takes into account the
technical requirements, machines, housing and the day to
day needs of the human beings who give life to the plan.

Atomic Energy For Peace.

FINALLY, on July 1, 1954, came the announcement of
the first atomic power station in the world to generate
electricity for industry. This marks a historic step forward
for all mankind.

A British Atomic Energy Commission spokesman said
that “‘the Russian station appeared to have been developed
in a very short time compared with what is usually needed
for this sort of project’”, and that “Britain's first station
was not expected to be operating for two and a half
years.” (Melbourne Herald, July 1.)

Capitalism has pioneered only atomic war weapons. It
is socialism that has pioneered the peaceful use of atomic
energy—at a faster rate than British experts believed pos-
sible. :

Less On Arms, More For Peace.

ALL these great works of national development have been
undertaken during the “Cold War”, when record arms
expenditure has slowed down peace-time development in
capitalist countries.

Under socialism, with its peace policy, old houses are
replaced while we preserve old slums and create new ones.
The grand new socialist University has arisen while our
own Universities are constantly begging for money.

Soviet defence expenditure in 1940, on the eve of
Hitler's attack, was 32.6 per cent of the total State budget
(compared with 22.5 per cent in the 11.5:A ) - siln $1 4B EE
was 17 per cent. With the renewed threat of world war
it rose year by year to 23.6 per cent in 1952 (U.S.A. war
expenditure had meanwhile risen to about 60 per cent of
all Government expenditure).

19




But WI.'th the lessening of world tension the Soviet Unigy
I.'educed its defence spending to 20.8 per cent of its budgg
in 1953 and 17.8 per cent in 1954, 1

This is the first basic reason for its developmental tr.
umphs.

Thc other basic reason is that the people of the Soviet‘
_Umon own the wealth resources of their country. There
is no investment of surplus millions by millionaires. The
profits of industry belong to the people themselves who

can invest them in their own developmental works for
their own use.

Stalin Auto Plant.

LET us now take a brief glance at one of the chief
centres of production in Moscow, the Stalin Auto Plant

This plant has an area of t
over 30,000 workers. S

It was set up in a coun i
v try which had 1
cars in the time of the Czars. L o

turning out nearly 100,000 cars annually.

Today it's fine 7 passenger limousine j
to orfier‘ ]?ecause the great demand is forlsloo\:llyprireodduced
that 1n_d1v1dual workers can save up to buy. The V\?:ri
the Victory car (Pobeda), which costs about jfif) Oﬂno
:'oubles first hand, 10,000 second hand, or the small ;f
ily car (Moskvich) at less than 10,000 roubles, -

This mi_ghty plant is therefore devoted ver
toh.pl:oducmg bicycles (1,000 per day)
which move off the assembly line eve : i

: ry few
endless lines of refrigerators. Similar plants Iir::ntg::;italr}c:
alis

countries are being turned over more and m
production. e

quare miles and employs

y largely now
transport trucks,

The work is very highly mechanised
ments have many miles of conveyors. Ma‘u:h
4:!r|ven by electric power and automatic.
tions are automatic that the workers are n
to super-specialised manual operations b
more becoming expert machine minders
concentration but not feverishly. You éee
a new type of society in which everyone

by hand and brain.

'Sing]e depart-
INEry is mainl
So many Opera):
o longer confined
ut are more and
They work with
he_re in embryo
will work both
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By 1936 this plant was‘

“All Stakhanovite” is marked over the entrance to some
departments. The Stakhanovites are named after the
miner Stakhanov who in 1935 multiplied his production by
better organisation of technigue and team work. Their
aim is not speed-up but on the contrary to make new
machines produce more with less drudgery and to teach
their new methods to all their fellow workers so that all may
produce more and earn more.

The man who actually does a job is nearly always the
man who can work out a better way of doing it, once
he has an interest in doing so. Under Socialism he has
that interest, for several reasons.

First he cannot work himself out of a job because unde1
socialist planning there are always more jobs opening up
than there are workers to do them.

Secondly, wage levels advance along with productio:.
Thirdly, inventors are individually honored and rewarded.
You can see the scale of invention bonuses posted on tha
factory wall, — 15 per cent of the annual value saved
if this is 10,000 roubles, 10 per cent if it is 50,000
coubles, mrnd: so 'on. The Tacrarytswall=itaresSRuITs with
photographs of worker inventors.

A large proportion of all the workers are engaged 1n
study. Some attend 5 year evening courses in engineering
at the Institute, others attend 6 to 12 month courses
in special skills and so on. Every manager in this factory,
up to the highest, has risen from the ranks as the result
of study.

What |s The Soviet Workers’
Living Standard?

THE typical wage in this factory is 1,100 roubles monthly,
or 1.300 for those working in special heat. Such wages
might not buy more than £40 or £50 Australian, but they
are supplemented greatly by the social services which are
much more extensive than ours and add about 4() per cent
to the wage.

These include, to take only a few examples:

® A completely free medical and hospital service (there
is a [ree surgery in every main department of this factory).
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@ The tremendous educational service,

® Kindergartens at reduced rates (20 in this factory
alone for children from 3 to 7, very well equipped and
providing all their meals each working day,

for one to
three roubles per day).

® The rest homes and sanatoria in which 40 per cent|
of the Stalin auto workers had their holidays during 1953, |
and which provide good holidays on full wages at 30 per

cent of cost for most workers and completely free o[‘
charge for some categories.

@ Sick pay from the first day of sickness till the doctorl‘
permits return to work, from 50 to 60 per cent of wages
for a newly employed worker to a full hundred per cent |
for workers in basic industries after one year's service and ‘

in other industries after 8 years' service. |
® Annual paid holidays ranging from two weeks tﬂl
two months according to the nature of the industry. |
® Qld age pensions at 60 for men, 55 for women, 50 ‘
for miners, iron and steel workers and certain other classes |

of workers, at the rate of 50 to 60 per cent of
earnings with no means test.

The whole service scheme is completely non- ‘
con_tnbutory‘ The Government provides the funds, the |
Unions run the scheme. ‘

previous |

social

With an average 10/- rent, no local rates, prices cut on |
the average about 10 per cent yearly, and taxes on the
people cut by 25 per cent last year alone, we can see how

the worker under socialism is forging ahead of his brothers
ir capitalist lands.

Women Workers.
|

IN comparing wages one must also allow for the fact

that on the average each Soviet worker has f
pendants than the Australian worker.
of women are working in industry,
family income.

: ewer de-
A ‘hlgher Proportion
and this means a higher

_Women may go out to work or sta
‘“'lsh. They usually wish to work beca
is made for their needs. They have t
importance, — 8 weeks off work on ful
birth and 8 weeks afterwards,

y at home ag they
use every provision
wo rights of special
on f 1 wages before child-
with job guaranteed, anpq a
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great network of creches and kindergartens at the fa(_:-
tories or near their homes, where they can leave th_elr
children in the morning and fetch them before going
home.

Women workers are found in more spheres of work than
in Australia and only a few spheres are forbidden to them
for health reasons. Two out of five workers in this plant
are women: only in the “hot shops’ one does not find
them. In a silk factory some 80 per cent of the workers
may be women. They predominate in the tram and bus
services and in the medical and teaching professions.

Trade Unions An Immense Force.

HE trade union is an immense force in Soviet industry.
Union membership is not compulsory but there are 30
million Soviet trade unionists.

Unions are on an industrial basis, one union embracing
all production workers in a given industry. The elected
factory committee is the basis of the whole union structure.
It is on the job, in the factory committees and mass meet-
ings, that union policy is hammered out and uniOl:l dec.:smns
applied. The factory is the centre of trade union life.

The union's functions are large and varied. -Jt séfe—
guards the workers' conditions against any wrong practices
by the management (though these are fewer where the
manager is himself of the working class and represents a
workers | State), t ‘policesi* the Wsatety regulations. It
administers the social insurance funds. It runs the cul-
tural facilities (this factory has a vast 3 storey Palace of
Culture with hundreds of rooms, a full-time staﬂf of 250
and every possible facility for artists of all kinds, for
snventors, for children, etc). And finally, it plays a great
part, alongside the management, in the actual organisation
of production and in actual decisions on production ques-
‘tions.

General wage levels are hxed under a national plan,
which cannot be made final without the union's consent.
Detaijls are fixed between the management and local trade

wnion committee.
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ratu‘
Under socialist conditions, with tlul|
danger of unemployment removed and piece rates drawn up|
in agreement with the unions, piecework could never hel
used, as under capitalism, to speed up the work with g
view to cutting of rates and dismissal of workers. Piece‘|

rates under socialism help to raise wages for all workers

Workers under socialism generally favor piece
where practicable.

Working Hours. |

THERE is one respect in which the Soviet worker stilll

~ pays the price of the terrible devastation of the war. |
He has not returned to the working week of just less than|
40 hours which he enjoyed in 1940,
week spread over six days.
time.)

Hours are 48 perl
(There is practically no over-|

Abundance of consumer goods has been the hrst aiml
rather than shorter working hours. But Stalin, before his|
death, had already set the goal of a five-hour working day.

In outlining the path of progress to Communism, he said|
that a society based on the principle “‘from each according]
to hi_s. ability, to each according to his needs’, must Oivz\
sufficient free time for people to receive an al]—ro:md

ed}x_czlxtion which will develop all their physical and mental!
abilities.

'T!’lis, he said, meant shortening the working day at least
to six hours and later to five.

1 Alrel-.ady miners work a 6-hour day. For various trades
involving harder working conditions the working day i
already seven, six or even four hours. .

The Prince’s Hunting Mansion.

WAY from the busy atmosphere of Moscow. ;
pine forest at more than 50 miles distance b, Fhe.
bmldl‘ng which used to be one of the half du, . fne
mansions of a Russian prince. z';‘: country |
orium. |
A sanatorium in the Soviet Union i 4 I
different from a hospital. It is a co?‘nbl;)e?jor;::;h&ng quite
and preventive medical institution, part of the lday place
health and medical services of the country. sntitsly free

Today it is a san
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As the Soviet people see it the main function of a
medical system is not to cure people but to keep them
well. Everyone is therefore given a thorough medical
examination each year, and if in danger of sickness will
receive a doctor's pass to one of the great network of
Sanatoria which represent the new preventive arm of
socialist medicine.

On the one hand this sanatorium has fine holiday faci-
lities — excellent food, fine forest grounds, a river and
pond for fishing, volley ball court, skating rink, billiard
rooms, library, television set, and organised entertainment
every evening. lhis usually takes the form of a film show,
__a different film show each night.

On the other hand the sanatorium has a medical staff
and equipment which reflect the State’'s deep attention to
all those services that maintain the people’s health and
life. There are fifty patients, none of them actual hospital
cases, attended by seven full time doctors, who have all
done their six vears medical course (five years general, |
year specialised) and ten trained nursing sisters. (Another
canatorium | attended had about 100 patients, 6 full time
doctors and 2 others visiting periodically.)

The Doctors.

HE doctors are all State servants, well paid and highly

respected. They have a 61 hour day, and can spare
you hours if necessary whereas a doctor under capitalism
can spare you so many minutes. Dr. Horace Joules, one
of 3 doctors who visited the Soviet Union in 1951 on behalf
of the very conservative British Medical Association, com-
mented that doctors were waiting for patients rather than
the other way round. (Journal of British Medical Asso-
ciation, October 20, 1951.)

Nurses work a six hour day. If one is on duty a whole
night you will not see her for the next two days. They
are never worried or harassed and consequently give the
best possible service.

Normal stay in a Sanatorium ta about a mionth. 2y fexe
may stay two, three or four months as the doctors require.
| was kept four months at this Sanatorium for treatment of
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at all, < wlired hudy

have since suffered hayq |
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fro other Bt ot o g, S
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socialist industry. : lls e il
- In 1950 ppnced

1 only 15

per cent of revenue came from the people in taxes and
loans, and this amount tends to lessen all the time.

We shall soon accomplish similar wonders when the profits
of industry come into the hands of our own people in a
Socialist Australia.

Earmers’ Historic Decision.

lN 1917 the Soviet peasants first streamed onto the land-
lord's estates and divided them up for their own use.

In 10 years, by 1927, the hrst examples of collective
farming had appeared. The first peasant meetings ha
made their historic decision—to0 pool all the land of the
village, with the machines and farm animals, and each take
a share in the proceeds of their collective effort, partly in
kind and partly in cash, according to the quantity and
quality of work done, This opened the way for modern
cultivation.

Within the next ten Years first the poor peasants, then
the middle peasants, came around in their millions to the
cupport of collective farming. Those who wished coul
still farm individually and were allotted land to do so,
but by 1937 individual farmers tilled less than one-hund-
redth part of the cultivated land of the country.

About one-eighth of the cultivated land—the newly
claimed virgin land—was laid out in State farms, usually
larger than the collectives, employing atlogether between
3 and 4 million workers, who worked for wages in the
same way as workers in a factory.

The Kulaks (rich peasants) about 4 per cent of all
the peasantry, fought bitterly against the change to collect-
ive farming. In their frenzy they burnt grain fields and
destroyed millions of livestock. This, together with Hit-
ler's wholesale claughter and plunder of farm animals
created the present shortage of cattle (the 63 million
cattle of the Soviet Union are inadequate to the fast
rising meat and dairy needs of today).

But the collective farms triumphed. By 1940 the Soviet
Union produced 37 million tons of grain a year more than
before the revolution, and by 1950, despite the war, this
was raised by a further 5% million tons.

And now =2 further biz lift of faym production is taking

place.
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The New Village. |

IN front of us is not a large or im

of the Ukraine or Kazakhstan but
the Moscow region.

portant collective fary,

y just a minor farm of
But how different from years gone by

lnsltead of the old hovels, 70 well s
the river bank in front of the farm,

structure, all new, all with electric light
onable size.

paced houses along
. all of quite redi

Instead of the old soil-scratchin
arvest time came last su
a harvester combine straig
station all but finished the

g by hand labour, when
mmer and bad weather set iy
ht from the machine and t
harvesting before the rain

Instead of the dirt, disease, illiteracy
uncouth habits of the old Russian peas;i
da?r crowds of happy men, women
swimming, fishing, bi ;
ground at the end

ractor

vodka swilling and
nt, you see on res
i ¢ boys and girls boating,
: t}1ng _i:ir usmgl the football-volley-ball
T d o e village. N winter you 8
?fdk1d_s 'tobo_ggamr.:g in the snow on the hil] Yopo:iiz Cftowg3
.riu, §1ttm§ In pairs and trios on the toboggans g o
gorflgfatinead ﬁr;t ondthem down the hill: withm::loezvefr:\:
: g on the iced parts 1 i i
having the time of their ]ipves. b s ke ol

One old
peasant type emerges, a
: f , an o :
cbm:h]i-, have jumped straight out of ap o{:jl ol _herd who
“:1 e only serves to remind you how unlike uiglan novel,
d‘:}' present day collective farmers, The this type are
ifferent from Soviet townspeople g0 o ac irtle

Around each h i
Ouse 1s an acre or two 1
i i o
Lax;:]l, d]afrgely la}d out in vegetables, with fsoprwa-tel}f .OWHEd
g te arm amm_als and many poultry, Th'rne‘ i ually
ature of collective farm R % ppiversal

life.
On the other bank

is the village o ;
club and buffet, a house with clinic z-uu:lezmre i large
arger size Australian 5 -

countr
wooden school, quite §

= o " a o
good in its day but - torey
replaced soon, and an attractive open ajr ';tl*‘:“bt]ess to be

) €atre,
While every farmhouse is ne

W sinc
the houses are old and so e 5

; a
15 the village shop. 80me gof
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of solid log wood |

came, |

However, there 1s a whole new quarter o_f single kand
multiple houses for the doctors and sanatorium Wwor tfersi
built to encourage them to stay rather tl-;an move n;_c
quently, as Soviet people, now that they have econom

cecurity, are always inclined to do.

And finally, a building erected just outside the sanator-
sum fence in the two months before I leftf—-crn the day I
left the smoke was already rising from it—a fine l:wc;
storey brick kindergarten, about 100 byl 40 felet,_‘tt_a serr;,s-
just the 150 or so h_ousehold.s in ‘the village. tl-l\b 311;11) =
sive to think of 25,000 Soviet kindergartens wit 3 mﬁ_
iion children but it was even more 1mpressive to see this
one example in one little village. '

Round the village is the beautiful forest of‘plncs. ﬁ_rs
and birch, part of the land of great forests whll::lh contain
over a guarter of the useful timber of the world.

The new forest shelter belts being planted L.llrfder ttel'::t:
fifteen year plan involve planting trees *.'\rl‘m:l'lx_l wi \g]);:tem
from destructive winds an area greater than
Europe. :

Bui—even more important as an exgmple to Audstralaa—;
the old forests are protected,_ money is not Epal:re :Jnﬁ:\es
patrol, fire fighting and similar services, an bores4 %
have been cut down to a mere fr'actmn‘(a out P
cent) of what they were in the Czar's empire.

A United People.

rack first by the remarkable
Young and old, with widely
varying tastes, from factory, farm, administration szliley
Uni{rersity and Institute, arm)l; ar;lcll navy,ytcll'n:;r Z?::;gzments
1 i i d handle ever

into easy relationship an

smoothly.

These people
to co-operate. :
no clashes of interests but
higher production and a finer
share. . :

M ver they have a common understandl_ng of so;::al

uesg:;us They view social guestions as a science. T eys
gelieve with Marx, that the laws by which social system
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T the sanatorium one is st
solidarity of the people.

have been brought up from birth to l:arn
They are all working people. They ave
a great common interest 1n
culture in which they all




" : 3 —
change, classes rise and fall new ideas and new institutions

spring from new economic conditions, are laws as valid a
those of physics or chemistry.

The wealthy class which owns our press, radio stations |

and cinemas looks upon social theory as dangerous. Fgr |

theory is the summing up of facts; and the facts of today
are those of capitalist decline, the rise of the working people
to power and the progress of socialism. To the capitalist it
is essential that such facts shall not be summed up into a
consistent theory but shall be falsified or glossed over.

But in the Soviet Union social theory is taught and
studied scientifically and people are therefore able to reach
certain common basic conclusions which help them to unite
in common action in the interests of humanity.

It gets nowhere to call this the “regimenting of people's
minds”. It would be as sensible to say that we regiment
people’s minds when we teach them the earth

is round
and not flat.

Like all sciences,
tioned, tested and r
foundations are as s

social theory must be constantly ques-
e-tested in changed conditions. But its
ure as the foundations of other sciences.
Knowledge of this social theory,
of the actual immense achievemen
what Malenkov has called
of the Soviet people.

together with recognition
e ts of socialism, produces
the moral and political unity”

Real Freedom:.

THERE is no bigger error about the Soviet Union than to
think that such unity can only be forced from above
Nowhere do people feel freer than

Nowhere do they display greater

in this socialist country.
self-sacrifice.

enthusiasm apq willing

_I‘t would be quite wrong to suppose they do not ay
criticise. YDLE argue much more and much betteg“e and
you have a scientific basis of judgment on which t T when

0 argue.

Those two famous social research students, the
munist “Fabians” Beatrice and Sidney Webb ahnon.
longed and detailed study of the Sovi t ne

i ; i et .s}'stem.
system was “‘rooted in an almost Inconceivab)

Com-
_a Pro-
said this

€ amounp of
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5 1
in li illion or two of small loca
ic di ion, in literally a million > of gt
pubi:fl dls?:sfll\e course of each year , in which “‘the peop
meetings c e .
t ate . ; ;i -
themsaw::‘.sisfj:smflfeely and extensively but with each dis
T'}:)eny they can usually reach greater harmon:r. i
cuﬁ'S:lB ¢ in elections to the Soviet parliament only m-;,es el
iy G u may say- !

: ach electorate , yo ;. 8, VR O
dati'smtrelgsar: neominatecl by many orgamsactlnons :ﬁg}:::;ed
candi ?1 cultural, sporting and others—and are @ s
g ‘d by the members of these _orgamsaftwnsthln b 14
EmdkKEStF sepzrate and combined meetings, be ofefreeedum }
e nﬁnally chosen. The peopie have zlrea i 4
d}?te' G o longer allowed to us In these days o
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ty machines. ‘ A
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i bers or not as they : s
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more tim

1 i 1 he can-

fdkw- check that public opinion 1s being fu]ﬁil:cil;x ta o
d'da:eamust be approved by a 75 pelr cent vo
: i 1 ry.
ballot in which voting 1s not compulsory

i i old new

As a further check the Govern;ne_::lt 1353511;13‘:& t:nh s
elections if ’{;1;_ el:;:st:éstﬁ:r?:x of recall anc! urged;lect{;r;
SpeF_Ch 5 1]:‘n;’er itp;nd take advantage of it should the n
to remem .
¥ Parties in our s_oc‘!ety arise
f Theiﬁﬁiesrer:f Sl:rstsy ii{i;zl;;-. which under socialism exist
rom
e e iali ciety there is still one

I the gt Stag::tyofofﬂc;clialtl}sli S'rrc:n:u-wt ypoliticall},rl cg::;;cu:;::
i “e'EdEd_-'_? [:13——to lead the whole people s
it £ ed upon. As the whole_ people it
 Taal s ag;:d even this one party will lchsapgde[y-
| Eldvan’ety'willl become also a party-less )
he SR 1919 the other parties in Russla.. ra;éin;

A ort, went over to support ofdthe inv.
pin. Sl o g an;i were therefore outlawed. T
capitalist armies Lk g co}ﬂd Lo ed'on
Pl arties have done in the coux‘; ;n i
freely (as many bEt the final result tlvould have 1; Wy
s El}mpf\) achievement of socialism they _woud R e
P 4 letlr} :vi‘:h the Communist Party or continue

er

}5‘2;;:::: tgill they withered away.
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A Labor Leader Saw It

FORME i

A . mRE:tistra_hanh labor leader, Frank Anste
tion, in his book pE;:l tEe EarlX days of the Russia et
that the workers’ and Ll asked how it wasn onbl
Lo el n hpeasants armies of Russja e
home-made spike skt ey then were, fighting 1f‘ ragg?d
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in i3
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e i
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not the answer p{:i F§u531a to destro‘y th;Erésky_, Why was
n? .. - o 3
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s of the Russian
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T nstey sa
political unity of th\Z gron\:r

The Soviet political s

a united people and system is th
faithfully e e product of th :
XPpresses that wil] e will of

ging even th o
€t people™, en the “moral and

Freedom Of WOfShip

CAN religious worship he fre

tainly it ¢ et
an o . n sy
be—and is. ch a society?  Cer-

Canon Sto
ckw i
Iénst October to c(t))(:alj:e ! Sigsiil
anterbury to
He said he preat:;eci]etad St Bussian
3.00% i Mosw:&gﬂ() in the Mogc?r‘hodox Church
cro S o a .
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32 e urchlgi

other suitable premises for religious worship free of rent.
There are no religious schools, but parents are free to give
religious teaching to their children at home, and there are
colleges for training priests.

Communists for their part preach Marx's view that “Man
is the supreme being for mankind’’, that man's will an
effort alone can and will build a better life here on earth.
Others are free to preach their belief in supernatural

torces. The issue will be decided by argument and exper-

ience.

1Slave Labor” Stories.

SUT what of the stories of “‘slave labor camps supposed
to contain about 14 million people hidden away some-
where in the middle of Siberia?

If these stories were true surely in my siX months in
the Soviet Union I could not have found such a united
people and such a free atmosphere. It would be the

equivalent of nearly 700,000 Australians torn from homes
to slave somewhere in the interior of our continent! Such
in every

a thing would cause dissension and bitterness
home.

Any story of “forced labor in the Soviet Union, so far
as it 1s not purely invented, can only have one o two
B voew,  Firsy there RWes compulsory labor during the
war years, as in Australia, and in the Soviet Union, with
its life-and-death struggle, labor was often very hard an
sations limited. It is utterly misleading to speak of these
war conditions as if they applied in the Soviet Union today.

Secondly, the Soviet corrective labor code of August,
1933, prescribes useful work at genuine wages for prisoners
nseless stone-breaking and other force

in place of the se
orried for a few pente per

labor of our capitalist jails perf

day. Journalists of capitalist papers who see some ©
these prisoners at their work pretend, without the slightest
endless millions.

that their number runs into
Before the wart, when there were still hostile classes, a
large group of prisoncrs——knl&ks who tried to destroy the
farmlands in the days of collectivisation—were employe
in building the Baltic-White Sea Canal at the prevailing
rate of wages. On the day when the canal was finished,

33

evidence,




thousands of these, with tens of thousands of
ientences, were set free. This was somethin fyears ]
umane than is known in capitalist jails. o

The great miracl
] es of construction of to-d

- a H
:f'.arned thmggh, and could only be carried ¥h e
ree, well-paid and enthusiastic workers et

On Februar
y 28, 1949, the Sovi
C r 5, . oviet delegati
ysr;lat‘:] {:itmll.\s Social and Economic Counci]eg?olosl: tnix o
¥ s}
Ieprcsentinora“stor}& mqved that a committee be (‘:t )
- s g trade union bodies of the right and Elef g
e ;Z.i,nbc:; the ba‘sis of one representativcnto ‘::x.tr k.
i wheths’ to investigate labor conditions i 0
er capitalist or socialist. That ch lll‘ -
. challenge

was later repeated b itali
i ut no capitalist government has yet

New People.
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mount platforms on State SeCASOTE, HanE s struck at once
by their simple demeanor and conduct.  They have quite a

fine natural dignity but no airs whatever.

They are a Very {riendly people—not gushing, in fact
very possessed—-—buL friendly. On my second day In the
capatorium a younsg student, seeing the language difficulties
of myself and an Indian fellow-patient offered to teach
us Russian. And he stuck o ICIEVERY morning for two or
three hours for several weeks, though he knew English only
up to secondary school standard and sometimes foun

the lesson tough going. He would also interpret films for
us at night—and he was on holiday before his final exams

and needing to recuperate!

Interest In Other Countries.

THEY are very interested in other countries and their
people. Very seldom do you see the least sign
of any feeling against foreigners or their language-—-feelings
of which we Australians are too often guilty.

Their internationalism is seen In their cultural life.

At the ilm shows held nearly every night in ever
torium half the films are Soviet films, half are films from
cther countries—F rench, Austrian, Hungarian, American,
for example. The Soviet patients fock to these films
as eagerly as to their own, though their own are on
the average far better. The library has a shelf of books
in the English language (with Thackeray, Galsworthy,
Thomas Hardy: Mark Twain, Howard Fast nd others) and
o shelf each in French, German and Chinese. This is
apart from the numerous Russian translations of books from

these and other languages.

You can turn the radio on to any country you wish.

[t was humorous one day to hear the Chief Rabbi of Great

Britain, on the occasion of the Jewish New Year, lament in

solemn tones that his words would not be heard in the
behind the “lron Curtain’! He was heard in

s clearly as if he had been in the

y sana-

countries
the Moscow PIn€ forest a

next room.
| talked to 2 young worker who had just read (in

Russian) Katharine Prichard's three novels of the goldfelds:
and Aldridge’s “Gea Eagle’. \When | produced a Russian
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You can see it at its peak in the big national and inter-
national contests in Moscow's Dynamo Stadium. When the
Czech team played the champion Dynamo team last year
and beat them, one could have imagined oneself among
a crowd of barrackers at a football match in Australia.
The crowd went wild with enthusiasm for the wvisitors,
ushing on to the field after the match, catching a Czech
player and hoisting and throwing him on high for several
minutes.

The Soviet Olympic team in 1956 will be a very strong
one because it will represent a sporting people.

Criticism Welcomed.

HESE. people are not afraid to criticise, nor do they

vesent it. . XhevEare SVl proud of their country and
may feel somewhat hurt over some visitors comments.
But they are very used to the free giving and taking of
criticism.

| have seen a highly comic Satire Theatre performance
over television on builders who build houses in a hurry with
thin walls; and at the circus some VETY trenchant treatment
of textile-directors who turn out shrinking garments and
trade union committee secretaries who are slow in paying
but sick pay. L have read a punishing article in Pravda
on “‘bad and expensive building in Zaporozhe, a war-
devastated town in which any outsider would think a won-
derful job had been done; and read slashing attacks by a
weekly paper correspondent on weaknesses in a certain
Department store — uniform styles in raincoats, trousers
ivenaed Lalter i had packing, etc.

Such criticism e el the daily life of the Soviet
Union and helps to account for its rapid progress. It
is taken up gleefully by capitalist papers which wrongly
think—or hope—that the weaknesses criticised are typical
and are evidence of
n student once became quite impatient when

holding back in my criticism of certain
she said almost passionately.

“Sgyiet failure’.

A woma

she thought 1 was
‘“\We want criticism’’,

e we to improve without criticism? "’
a7

singers.
“How ar
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You find Soviet people of different
nations Very proud of this international brotherhood.

Of all the lies told by the wealthy class of other coun-
tries against the Soviet Union, the most wicked lie is that
it wants war. No people ever wanted peace sO keenly

and so unanimously as the Soviet people.

Who Threatens War?

WHILE. the Soviet people want Peace they find them-
selves constantly facing war conspiracies, espionage and

subversive activity.

Since the collap
the capitalists of the world have never
destroying the Soviet Union. The story of their ceaseless
plotting in the nineteen twenties and thirties is told by the
American authors Sayers and Kahn in their finely docu-
mented book ~The Great Conspiracy’ -

In the thirties Hitler, aided by British
led the plotting. Now it is organised a
millionaires of the U.S.A.

In an article published in the Melbourne Sun on Decem-
oo 125 (052 Sathe U.S. Secretary of State, John Foster
Dulles, declares:———"Today, with atomic enersy _and air
and sea power—we can create a community punishing force
55 ith weapons: DI itagpyn choosing gxgmnst targets - of-its
own choosing at times of its own choosing . - - to stop open
aggression before it starts.” Could any aggressor announce
his intention to break world peace in clearer terms?

‘ied the Soviet does not plan “open military
He Hay 200 1952), and made clear that

* (Age, June 215 52) :
what he means DY “aggression 1S action by any people
against imperialist rule insic}e their own Foun]:l‘y. He has
also declared that America's foreign policy includes lib-
" of the Baltic States (which are part of the Soviet
Union) and even of independent countries like Poland

and Czechnslovakia.
tative Wall Street business journal SLLS
had already caid on August 26,
is blue-printed

of living standards.

se of their first invasions of 1918-20
given up hope of

arms and money,

Lave all by the

congquest’

The authori )
d World Report

News an g :

1949:,__“U,S, war plan for fighting Russia

__Phase |- Surprise atom bomb raids over Russia. Phase
Phase 3.

ijons with: European Lroops:

2. Holding operat
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tache in Moscow till the end of 1951. In
this diary Grow described his day-to-day search for military
information, noted specific bridges and power plants as
“soo0d targets urged “hitting below the belt” and advo-
cated ‘‘anything, truth or falsehood, to poison the thoughts”

of the Soviet People.

Along with all this has flowed an endless stream of war
as the American magazine Collier's 130-

page illustrated account, October 27, 1951, of “Russia’s
Defeat and Qccupation, 1952-60"", ex-Ambassador Bullitt's
“We should drop atom bombs on the Kremlin'', and the
American “Newsweek's" article (1948), which brought an
official Soviet protest, on how U.S. planes could be used te

d, Kiev, Kharkov, Odessa and

destroy Moscow, Leningra
i i what would have been said if a

other cities. (Imagine
Soviet paper had detailed how to destroy Washington, New
York and San Francisco!)
r its road to markets and maximum
destroying socialism.  Therc-

ly to defeat its plans of war

U.S. Army At

propaganda such

Capitalism sees in wa
profits and to its dream of
fore, we must all work tireless

and violence.

All who want P
the Soviet Union W

Training New Citizens.

how it brings UuP its

eace should insist on real co-operation with

hich also wants peace.

A COUNTRY may be judged by
children, its citizens of the future.

Mr. Albert Monlk, President of the Australian Council
of Trade Unions, after returning from the Soviet Uniom,
told the Rotary Club in Melbourne that ‘‘he did not think

there was any other country which gave such care to its

children -
1 will not take up space in describing the very wonderful
network of creches and kindergartens in factory, town and
ne what kind of training is

village: Rather let us exami
given lities are developed or encouragec:

et us Children’s Books.

This is a large room beautifully lighted, exhibiting books
odels widely used in Soviet schools. These bcoks
i models aim to give the child a wide general knowledge
about nature and how it can be turned to the uses of man.
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Among the titles of books
;l::l:llgnare “FllVla.chines—Man's 1?1213212"‘,}“‘%%}1:10"} by
Surface'-(a( Ts}: g an physics), “Story of tl‘:z aErﬂun'd
e an:l\r:;h _twn_dmp[&&y cases of rocks and b
e and eir HlSIEOI’Y (starting from the pl mel?]S)’
0 garden, _then journeying round. the i
animal book “Friends of my Childhood" o
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what to do each month, alslhowmg the four seasons and
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oy the Soviet Union tg th;'ll:[rs come weekly
eaves thinki : o ouse :
and models operl;n[t:ng'f__ What a great |if of Books.
stimulate their imagi:u]z-xtior Soviet children| fi—lsu‘:h ok
inspire them to want pt::lce?'r'ld talents) And lfoww l'tt must
1t must

, and an

Stress On Family Relations

ERY strong emphasis is

relations. To i
productions. o illustrate th

The play "“Wonderful Boy"

laid on good,

is let us cunsideaound family

T three Soviet

at one of Mo ¢ was
story of a b;;c’::ﬁ ﬁ?xe Children's T}[::;{:rmed last year
::dgl sad iﬂCGnsidethe aisn a ”good record e:t' sc'}]:hial is the
other, a wi ,all ways ¢ : ool byt
derful” but f.cll':::"r has spoilt him, andothliusk mother, u‘i‘].:s
in one of his homc;ust - Some of his schor:,]s he g "W(_n-,e
antrums and are disgy :nste, see him

ste m
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of the mother tries to cure the boy with the aid of these
«choolmates, but without success. The boy finally seeks
the mother’'s sympathy by announcing he is leaving home,
but is astounded when his mother, who has learnt her
mistake, refuses to be upset and bids him bood-bye. The
curtain falls with the boy leaving and the friend saying to
him— Where are you going? Unless you change you

will have no friends anywhere in the country .

The kids who filled the theatre were obviously disap-
d—he was an attractive boy and they had been
breathlessly each time a happy ending seemed
evidently wanted to make his

pointe

clapping
likely. But the author

warning a stern one.
There is a popular flm My Love in which a young
woman student is wooed by two lovers. Then her sister
dies, and she takes over the sister's child and acts as its
loses her because

The lover previously in favor
The other lover

mother.
o the situation. :
o the child.

he cannot adapt himself t
wins her because he cheerfully acts as father t

The mother of the girl guerilla Zoya, who has become
2 national heroine since her heroic death at the hands of
the Nazi invaders, was asked to write a book on how
<he brought up her children. The title of the book is
“Zoya and Shura'’. girl and boy, were not
fussed over but were always encouraged to take respon-

bility and initiative. The parents do things with them
rather than for them. Real mutual love and friendship
grow between parents and children. The parents are busy
;n their own work, sometimes away for periods, but the
children know their love and have confidence in e
respon by helping their parents—getting meals for th_e
mother who is a teacher and taking over more responsi-
bility when the father dies. Soviet people would regard

this as an ideal relationship.

Principles Of Training.
ps through the experience of work and

T lay with other children, through experience in the
& ‘flyective"- In turn the collective has the duty to help
i forward. These are strongly held principles.

These two,

HE child develo

every =
Great jmportance attaches to the Young Pioneers, the
rganisation of nearly all young people between the ages
o
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of 9 and 14 which provides summer camps and every kind
of creative activity. :

The plays at the Children’s Theatres constantly stress
the value of co-operation of teacher with parents and of
both with the young Pioneers. Upbringing in home and
school is viewed as a single problem.

Personal friendship is greatly valued as bringing out
the highest human qualities. e ieicher in the very
popular play “Red Tie" says to the former friend of a
boy who has been for the time being disgraced:—"'If you
are not his friend now, you were not his friend before, you
were only his acquaintance’. Strong personal friendships
that last through life are encouraged alongside devotion to
the work of the Young Pioneers or other collective body.
- .On_e should .ref.er ﬁnally.tt_: the Children's Exhibition of
tl:;n{)lrelsgts,pazl}t\il!sl ;s Os}n c]t::fcl};bltio‘n organised each year for
pupils) from allguver th; crc:a:lnt:'n-gengr?l ‘(1'1_01 ]?DECIBI 6
all parts of the country. B teken Lo
theﬂmehacgllg;?:tegac‘lfuihoscn‘ their own ‘Fhemes. Some of
; ng Pioneer activities, landscapes or
:;1_-;-3 scenes. There were all themes except war. Soviet
children, unlike those trained on American capitalist films

and comics, are brought u i i
g p with their mind
useful, peaceful, creative activity. e

Art “Wedded To Life”.

ONES stay in the Soviet Union tends to become a con

tinuous cultural festival. He
; e ;
B i e iy found the world's finest level

There is no space to descri

opera equal to Italian Grar?cslcrg;ert:;e tl::pzﬂ: bal_]et; the
work of drama theatres; the endless pe:foundmg net-
S_hakespeare running into many hundreds Srmances of
::)ng_i_c_: ISthakeséear? play in a single theatre: th:rh a single
= cl:):t?y, orki and other great Russian nq Oll}or paid

inual representation of their works o velists and
el:na and television as well as in ever-Fh')wiﬂg“1_l ste'lilze, cin-
:. ousands of new volumes; the great nation.w-‘é‘n reds of
ions of cultural anniversaries like those of T 11 e celebra-
bert and Thackeray last year, for axandid olstoy, Schy-

More and more under socialism
merely front-rank artists but a cultured
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Culture spreads among the people in a hundred ways;
in Moscow's 150 spacious, well-filled, splendidly cheap
bookshops; in its galleries and 84 museums always packed
with people; in the magnificent Metro railway stations; in
the Palaces of Culture attached to big factories and in
local Houses of Culture; in the touring of Moscow drama,
opera, ballet and circus companies round the country each
summer while Moscow receives artists from the towns and
villages; and in television programs which are seen already
by many millions.

Here, as Paul Robeson said, “art is closely wedded to
life'".

The front-rank artists are not left long unchallenged. At
the great Anniversary concert at the Bolshoi Theatre on
November 6, where the finest artists of the country per-
formed, the two loudest bursts of applause were for an
18-year-old ballerina just out of a trade school in Leningrad
and for the new young choir of the new Moscow University.

Under socialism, with its economic security and the new
value it sets on human life, the Soviet people have already
become the world's most cultured people.

The Soviet people are marching forward now from
Socialism to Communism.
They will reach this higher stage of human life when —

(1) They have greatly expanded production—not only
by multiplying consumer goods but by completing the great
construction works of Communism and attaining the basic
industry targets set by Stalin—500 million tons of coal
annually, 60 million tons of steel and 60 million tons of
cil.  (In 1952 the figures were already up to 300 million,
35 and 47 million tons.)

(2) The present relation between State industry and
collective farms, with their mutual buying and selling, gives
place to the control of the whole social produect by one
authority, which will regulate production to meet all the
many-sided and growing needs of human beings without
buying and selling or the use of money.

(3) Working hours are reduced to six or five per day,
real wages doubled from the 1952 level, and an all-round
education given of the type that will enable all members
of society to choose their occupations freely and change
them freely as they wish.
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With these developments will.come complete respect f
social property and the transforming of labor from 5
burden to a pleasure. It will therefore be possibl 2
apply the Communist formula "‘From each accordin te 1t'0
ability, to each according to his needs.” B

The march forward to Communism illi

) ] wi was brilliant] E
lined for %owet citizens by their great leader, Sta]ir:l yinoﬂ!:-
las}glwﬁrlé FEconomic Problems of Socialism in the U,S S =
publis 1 —hi S
I:’eople‘e a year before his death—his last testament to his

The grand new
prospect thus opened up before
g the
has fired the Sow‘et people more than ever with a or T‘f;
common purpose in life. *

Love For Their Leaders.

|N the midst of their triumphs the Soviet people feel the

most genuine, deep love and irati
; ep admiration fo r
led them to the winning of their new life e

Ar (1.
freezin]g‘ igi:t-.m-w?tr;\ riit-day, at a temperature of 15 below
£} e H .
otided snow falling and an icy wind
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r less.

; Powerful lights below show with Lf li
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orking people, led
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cbst socialism for all man

One is reminded, too, of those ot
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saved the Soviet Union and saved the worldvading forces,
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One remembers the glass case in the Museum of the
Red Army displaying the special Iron Cross and black,
white and red ribbons produced by Hitler to decorate the
conquerors of Moscow!

One remembers in that same museum all the records of
the heroism and suffering of the war years: that picture
of the tank in Stalingrad in which is seen, scrawled in his
own blood by a tank commander, the last of his crew to
die:—''l am dying, but my country and my Party will
win': and the model of the “Pavlov House' in Stalin-
grad, a single house in a strategic spot which a small group
led by Sergeant Pavlov held against the German army
for 58 days in the midst of the greatest inferno of the war.

One remembers Churchill's tribute to “the stubborn
and unyielding resistance with which the Russian soldiers
have defended every street and every house and every
yard'’.

And one remembers the 20-year Anglo-Soviet Treaty
signed in May, 1942, pledging close co-operation of Bri-
tain and the Soviet during the war and “close and friendly
collaboration’’ afterwards.

For Peace And Socialism.

TO-DAY, under pressure of the will of the British people
and the needs of British trade, British policy to the
Soviet Union is becoming again somewhat more friendly.

The Australian people should now demand a change
from the Menzies Government's present policy of hatred
and active hostility towards the Soviet Union to a policy
of friendship and peace in accordance with the Australian
people’s real interests.

Then, within a few years,
judge, on even fuller evidence,
over capitalism, the need to end
socialism in our own country.

Once we build socialism here, starting from a far higher
technical and educatioral level than the Russian people in
1917, we shall be able to surprise the world with our

we would have the chance to
the superiority of socialism
capitalism and build

achievements.
We shall be able to make our country the finest country

on carth.
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