o,

CIALIST*_ AcTioN

o
. Ay 1988 No, 27 Regislered by Ausiralia Posi — publication no. VBO7361
i 50 CENTS

THE NEW
~ STH AFRICA




BRIT.

w
Tories go
gay-bashing

AIDS is providing the vehiclefor
an anti-gay movement in Britain
that threatens many gains of the
jpast twenty years.

The Thatcher government is
moving to make it illegal forlocal
councils to “promote homo-
sexuality”, The Bill will cut off
local funding for lesbian and gay
centres, gay welfare projects and
pro-gay education materials.

The Bill reflects the repressive
shift in attitude amongst British
opinion-makers. Rupert Mur-
doch’s gurter-press Sun has
tracked the movements of public
figures, compiling information

on their sex lives to run scandal
stories. Meanwhile it produces
headlines like “Ten Ways to Spot
a Poof™

The Church of England has
moved to expel the Lesbian and
Gay Christian Movement from
its London premises, and attacks
gay clergy who won't remain
celibate.

Recently, judges remained
largely silent while a highly
respected colleague was driven

e )
SociaLsT ¥ Acrion

EDITORIAL

PO Box 274, Brunswick

Victoria 3056

Tel (03) 380 2227
MELBOURNE

PO Box 274, Brunswick

Victoria 3056

Tel (03) 380 2227
SYDNEY

PO Box 381, Campsie

New South Wales 2194

Tel (02) 550 1424
BRISBANE

PO Box 99, St Lucia

Queensland 4067

Tel (07) 371 7114
CANBERRA

PO Box 17

Jamison Centre,

ACT 2614

WEEKLY
MEETINGS
Melboume

Mandays. 7.00

Lincoin Hate

51 Carcigan 1, Carfton

Sydney

Wednesdays 700
Metrop Holel (upsirs)
Bridge & Geoige 51, City

Brisbane

Thursdays, 730 pm
Prane 3 113"
tor location
Canbarms
Thursdays, 600
Bl A

ir Room.
orkes

G,

from office after the Sum (again)
published his letters Lo his lover,

Even Princess Anne, address-
ing an international conference
on AIDS, drew special attention
tothedisease’s “innocent victims”,
as if some victims (e.g. gays) are
guilty and deserve to die

All this has fed mto and

reinforced a shift in public
opinion. Inearly 1985, fully 61%
of people believed that homo-
sexuality should not be illegal. In
a recent poll, the figure had
dropped to 48%. A majority
oppose any public spending on
services targeted to help gays
6B%; are even hostile to open
displays of affection by gays.

As times become harder and
harder. the search for scapegoats
becomes more urgent. Gays have
beaten back public hostility
before, most notably in the early
seventies. The same militant
organising can do that again

THE RENOUFS

Can't buy
me love?

TRUE LOVE never runs
smooth. Especially not for
Susan and Frank Renouf.

Inthe Renoufs'case, of course,
we are talking about true love of
property, status and wealth
the stuff of all good Establish
ment marriages. (Affairs have
always taken care of the upper
classes’ more biological needs.)

So lately we have been treated

to an unholy brawl between two
scions of the Establishment over
ownership of the 515 million
matrimonial home,
_ Lazy Susan sorry, Lady
Susan — first got Toison D'Or
as a 40th birthday present from
then-hubby, pools billionaire
Robert Sangster. She spent a
million dollars doing it up so
that she could become onc of
Sydney’s top society hostesses,

Raobert, alas, ditched Susan
for a younger woman. He tried
to take the mansion with him,
but Susan won the right to stay
until 1990, all expenses paid, as
part of the settlement.

Enter money-bags Frank
Renouf, New Zealand's biggest
stockbroker. He offered Susan
life in the manner to which she
Was accustomed, and beyond
1990. She offered him
prominence in Australian high
society. Frank bought Toison
D_Q: from Sangster for $8
million to seal the happy union
. Alas, into this blissful scene
intruded the stockmarket crash
Frank lost 907 of his wealth, He
also lost a good deal of Susan's,
having invested her money for
her.

Paor Susan. Poor Frank. In

PAGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

seareely a month, the marriage
collapsed, having lasted just two
years. Susan sent a letter to
Frank's office telling him they
were through, First, she took the
precaution of placing a legal
“caveat” on the house, claiming
it as hers. Smart Susan

Frank was having none of
this. With his dwindling assets,
he needed that house. He
renamed it, and locked Susan
out. Both sides called press
conferences, and Frank sued
Susan for libel.

Susan’s father, much-loved
ex-Liberal minister Sir John
Rossiter, did the only decent
thing and died, Frank weakened
and let Susan back in. Silly
Frank

Susan refused to leave at the
end of the week. So Frank did
the only decent thing, and hired
securily guards to keep out her
friends. Susan hired security
guards to keep out Ais

Frank complained that Susan
was making life “intolerable™, as
he toddled off for another game
of tennis on his private grass
court. Susan complained that
she was being starved out

why. she had to send the help off
to buy groceries for her!
Life is devilishly hard in the

fast lane. But just as an adoring

public was becoming frantic
with concern, Frank and
Susan's lawyers managed to

arrive at a reconciliation. Frank
and Susan were reconciled the
very same day.

The whole episode shaws just
how cruel the risks are that a
rugged entrepreneur like Frank
takes to keep the economy
moving for the rest of us, His
company is thought to have

incurred the biggest losses of any
stockbroking firm in the world
The

in the sharemarket crash
poor boy has been redu
squabbling over whether |
a half share or a full share of a
$15 million hovel

What a risk. What a couple

What a system.

The people
cancel a poll

ON SUNDAY 17 January the
second attempted election in
Haiti in two months failed. The
first election was cancelled by
the military, the second by the
people.

The clection in November was
Icanu'llcd by the ruling military
Junta when Tonton Macoutes,
the armed thugs of the deposed
Duvalier dictatorship, ramp-
aged through Haiti Killingup 1o
90 people. The military then
took over the organisation of

HAITI
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was an un
with 90 to
Ying
away from polling booths. As
well as the miniscule turnout,
the elections were rife with fraud.
Many people were reported (@
have voted more than once and
one person was seen giving out
money with the ballot slips

Leslie Manigat, the junta’s
candidate, has claimed victory
with 50.394; of the vote, He has
admitted “irregularities™ in the
election, but claims that this
happens in all countries,

The Haitian economy relies
heavily on US aid. The US
reluctantly withdrew aid after
the November fiasco and will
now have a hard time justifying
its resumption

The Haitian people have been
fighting for several years, first
to rid themselves of the despotic
Duvaliers, and since then for
democracy. After the over-
whelming success of the boyeott
and general strike, they are sure
Lo keep up the fight
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BLACK RIGHTS

After Sydney, blacks are back

on the march

THE TWO demonstrations
in Sydney on January 26, as
well as other marches around
the country, have placed
Aboriginal demands firmly
back on the Australian
political agenda.

Qver 25,000 Aborigines from
all states and their supporters
took part in the main march Lo
Sydney's Hyde Park. It was the

biggest black rights arch in

Australian and its size
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In Melbourne, Brisbane and
sdelaide, Australia Day and its
lead-up saw marches by S00-
1000 Aborigines and their

to

chers disrup!
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cessions through marches and
campaigning, culminating in the
1972 Tent Embassy outside Par-
liament. But from the mid
1970, the political climate has
changed, with struggles by
workers and oppressed groups
gaining less support, To rebuild
a movement in sucha climateis
a major achievement

The guestion now for Aborig-
ines and their supporters is
“Where next?”

Politically, the movement is
clear on its goals. The black
services setup in the early 1970's
were seen by many Aborigines as
a move towards more control of
their own affairs. The demand
for land rights has become
central to hlack struggles now,
because it inyolves notl just
ownership of land butthecontrol
of all aspects of community life,
and especially improved hous-
ing, health and education, with

the ultimate goal of self-
management and self-determin-
ation.

How to achieve these goals is
the contentious guestion. The
Rev. Charles Harris told the big
Hyde Park rally in Sydney that
Bob Hawke could not ignore
such an expression of support for
black demands by so many
people.

Unfortunately, he can and he
will (as the peace movement has
already discovered with
Labor's response to its huge
rallies). Hawke has already done
all he intends to do with a few
vague promises and §1.9 million
for the Royal Commission into
black deaths in custody

Yet an influential group of
white supporters seems determ-

incd that the movement will
repeal the mistakes of the peace
L de itsell
for
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its search
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Press COVETAZE
The same group was extremely
upset after a previous, highly
successful land rights rally got
e

friendli

gain

{ control™ and drowned
ch by Premier Barrie
h outside Parliament.
light of most marchers
Real gains can be made for
black rights only through in-
creasing militancy, and through
determined efforts to get worker
support for strategic union bans.
After all, the mining comp-
anies launched their vehement
lobby against land rights in 1984
because of the threat to ther
profits that the demand poses
Only a bigger threal to their
profits, in the form of union
action, will persuade them and
their friends in the Labor
government to concede
Meanwhile, the movement's
actions need to be as pointed
and dircet as possible, In Sydney
on Australia Day, the 7 am
march was originally intended to
g0 on to the Opera House to
confront Charles and Di. This
didn't happen, and we missed &
chance to place Aboriginal
demands even more firmly onthe
international stage. And while
the second march was huge, it
had no real target, as all the main
ceremonies were in the morning.
The next major mobilisation
will be in Brisbane for the

opening of Expo, and others
will follow in late May and mid-
July.

These protests need clear
targets and solidarity industrial
action to build up their force
and they should press on unti
broken up by the police. The
climate is changing for black
struggle, and few of us have
anything else 10 celebrate in
Hawke's Australia in 1988.

— Carale Ferrier

W

Perkins shows
how not to go

STUPIDITY in the highest
ranks of the public service is
nothing new, but Charles
Perkins' recent racist outburst
has outshone anything we have
seen for some time. Any
Aborigine who stirs the racist
current in Australia s just
asking for trouble.

Perkins led off with the
standard racist line: Asians are
not like us Australians; their
presence stirs up racist feelings;
they should be kept out.

To this he added his own
iwist. Asians, he said, ar¢
especially undesirable because
they are particularly prone to
criminal activities. (He did not
say s, but he was referring 10
then-current newspaper reporis
about Vietnamese eriminal
gangs operating in Melbourne
and Sydney.)

I'vu); ll:l}ng.-. are remarkable
here. The firstis Perkins'level of
ignorance. Vietnamese have
about the lowest crime rate af
any ethnic group in Australia —

RACISM

What's to celebrate? A Land Rights marcher “greels” the Tall Ships

well below their proportion in
the total population. Secondly,
even if they did have a
disproportionately high crime
rate, this would be no
justification for political
discrimination. Perl knows
this full well, for the simple
reason that among the groups in
Ausralia with the highest crime
rates are Aborigines.

Activists, including Perkins in
the days before he started
earning a fat cat salary, have
always argued that these figures
had more to do with Aboriginal
expropriation and oppression,
and the racism of the courts and
the cops. Perkins is on
dangerous ground indeed when
he starts making arguments
ahout Asians that can be turned
all too easily against the very
people that he claims to
represent.

If Perkins believes that he can
advance the cause of his people
b_\'nppulinglnwh'tvrltﬁm"hy

to divert it from
jgines fo Asians, he is
seriously, and dangerously,
WIONE.

— Graham Willett

mklnn: stirring racist currents
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Get it together
— in the neck

GUESS how the money
saved hy the abolition of the
under-18 dole is being spent.

Some of it 15 going on a
bizarre publicity campaign to
advertise the CES, called "Get It

Together™,

Fans of comedian Vince

Sorrenti will like the campaign

A glossy booklet has Sorrenti

telling teenagers to “Hang in

there at school”, “Get vour brain
cells together”, and “Look coonl
in the CES". That’s groovy, but

Sorrenti has no advice on

dealing with high youth

unemployment or the poor
wages and conditions of those
whao do find a job.

The campaign 15 a result of
Department of Employment,
Education and Training policy
changes. Less money is being
spent on actually supporting the
unemployed (ic the dole).
Instead, there are training
programs designed to fill skill
shortages in industry, while the
Sorrenti campaign subtly
blames the unemployed for their
own situation whilst promoting
the CES
_ The Department wanis to
Justify the continued existence of
the CES by increasing the
number of vacancies that it is
responsible for filling. Despite
the blatant con-trick — there are
no more actual jobs — the
government can appear to be
doing something about
unemployment.

Job Clubs, due to start up in
March, are part of this process,
In an intensive three-week
course, “job-ready” people will
follow a closely supervised job-
chasing program described as a
mixture of Dale Carnegie and
Alcoholics  Anonymous. The
CES will claim credit for all
pld(;emenu..

nly “suitable” people ma

attend a Club. The '?unguilablr’"
will include those without the
mecessary skills and experience,
the .dm_hl!d, those lacking in
motivation (read: the long term
and thus demoralised
unemployed), and those who
don't speak English,

Until now, loeal CYSS groups
have catered for some of these
latter people’s needs. While
unable to do anything about the
lack of jobs, CYSS groups have
provided a focus for seli-help
activities for long-term
unemployed youth,

Many young people have

become politicised in the
process, and the government
wants to stop this, By closing the
most politicised CYSS groups
and threatening others with loss
of funding, Canberra hopes to
orient them towards the “job-
ready” and away from being
drop-in centres for the
“no-hopers™

There has bheen some
resistance to this. At
Collingwood CYSS in
Melbourne, the workers arrived
one day in December to find
trucks ready te remove the
furniture and assets. The
workers set up a picket line,
while the young people decided
Lo occupy.

The picket and occupation
lasted for five weeks over
Christmas, with over 150 young
people involved. Some were
guite radicalised by the
experience, and many of the
young homeless involved have
continued aclivity by joining
squals,

While the unemployed are
coming under further attack,
employers are gaining from the
new policies. The CES already
provides a substantia
recruitment service for some
major employers, with local
offices doing preliminary
interviews and testing for
Coles/New World and Alcoa,
and for the State Electricity
Commission in Victoria's
Latrobe Valley. These
companies save significantly on
their own personnel sections.

Traineeship schemes are
another racket of the
Depantment  of Employment
Trade unions have swallowed
these, allowing young irainees’
wages to be tied to rock bottom
rates while they receive a limited
amount of formal training
Employers gel 1o try out new
waorkers for a fixed period, while
the employees feel on trial and
arc less likely to complain. In the
end, the “best™ of them — those
who would most likely have got
Jobs anyhow — get permanency,
having worked 1-3 years on
much lower wages

We can expect more such
schemes, in which business helps
itsell while ostensibly helping
the unemployed. A new scheme
in Britain shows how far it can

0.

Under the London Compact,
school children undertake o do
all their homework, to come to
school every day on time, and 1o
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complete various projects.
Those who qualify are placed at
t_hc tap of the job queue with
firms like Barclay’s Bank and
British Telecom

In this way, companies get
highly-disciplined workers for
their existing jobs. The job
ratrace is pushed back in time
nto the school room.
who fail are again at fault

No wonder Prince Charles
!’-as praised the scheme, saying it
is u fine example of industry
working alongside sehools for
the good of hoth. Like so much
else on the unemployment front,
it is a right royal rip-off.

Ruth Wood

I'hose

TIME-CHARGING

Phoney case
from Telecom

TELECOM is at it again.
_ Already the subject of five
times as many complaints Lo the
Ombudsman as any other
povernment instrumentality, it
now has a new swindle: time-
charging for local phone calls.
A million dollar press
Lampaign sets oul Lo prove that
consumers will benefit from its
proposal to charge 16 cents for
each four minutes. Bul as
Victorian Consumer Affairs
minister Peter Spyker points
out, just one 20-minute call or
twa | 5-minute calls will wipe out

Groovy, bul garbage: Vince Sorrenti “geis it It-gther" al the CES

any saving made by keeping
twenty other calls short. Most
ordinary users will pay much
more

Telecom claims that business
15 overloading the phone system
x machines and
'modems” for long
pe ind that it cannot detect
such calls

Y fax machines and
“modems” must be Telecom-
approved, so Telecom can

obviously have special charging
signals incorporated into their
design. Bul Telecom prefers to
make the working class pay,

Telecom's proposal will
particularly hurt pensioners,
people with disabilities, the
poor, the loncly, and anyone
who has to ring a government
department or business and 18
placed on “hold”. A leaked
Telecom report bluntly admits
that low-income earners will be
hard hat

Telecam’s only answer is that
it will give some discounts 1o
pensioners, and that it will make
008 (toll-reversed) lines more
available o businesses and
government  departments. Big
deal!

The best news is that the
Telecom fechnicians union, the
ATEA, is planning to stop the
scheme. Its Queensland
members did even wait for
the Federal uni hey voted at
a general meeting to black-han
the scheme immediately

Ken Srevens

T
Israel: The new South Africa

HE POPULAR uprising

which gripped the West
Bank and Gaza in December
and January marks a new
stage in the Palestinian
struggle.

With the failure of the Arab
armies in 1967, radical young
Palcstinians looked to the
guerillas of the PLO to take on
the Israeli state. The high point
of that stru was the virtual
conguest of state power in parts
of Lebanon, a base from which
the PLO could launch
operations inside the occupied
territorics.

Israel’s invasion of Lebanon
ended that phase only to
inaugurate @ new and more
hopeful stage of the struggle.

Israel hoj earing the
PLO Lebanon would
demoralise t cople of the
West Bank and Gaza and crush
their resistance to lsraeli
occupation. Instead, the PLO'S
heroic battle during the siege of
Beirut was an initial boost to

out of

Palestinian morale. Israel’s
humiliating pull-out from
Lebanon was to follow, as it

found it could not win an on
going guerilla war with the local
population

The people of the accupied
territories, for their part,
responded to the end of PLO
rol of southern Lebanon by

c
ocussing on their own local
155UES actions.

And they have plenty to fight

about. Gaza, for cxample, 15
Israel's Soweto. The occupying
forces have even placed meters
on the wells to limit the use ol
thereby halving local

culture. Gaza's inhabitants
have been forced to become a
rant workforce for

Israel

adopted a range of tact
distinet from the traditi
PLO options of diplomacy and
the gun.

A mnetwork ol
organisations has grown in
number and strength
December's revolt, which
surprised lsracli and foreign
observers by its size and staying
power, was not mercly
“spontaneous’, Years ol
organising work had laid the
basis.

Isracli efforts to deport Dr
Mubarak Awad from Jerusalem
pointed up the diversity of this
work, Dr Awad directs the
Palestinian  Centre for Non-

community

=

(

Violence. He was training
activists in techniques of non-
violent resistance.

Palestinian understanding of
the strike weapon has also
grown. On “Equality Day” last
June 24, a general strike shut not
only schools and shops, the
traditional components of many

Middle Eastern “strikes”, but
also involved labourers to the
extent that many Israeli
companies were shut down.
especially in the construction
industry. “The sirike proved o

erful weapon in our

guerillas struck several blows at
the Israelis, the most spectacular
being a hang glider attack on an

army camp which killed six
Israeli soldiers. Islamic
fundamentalists killed a maval
officer off the Lebanese coast
and an Isracli soldier died after

his car hit a land mine in the
“security zone™ of southern
Lebanon,

Such incidents showed Israel
10 be vulnerable. Then followed
the Gaza traffic accident on
December 9, in which several
Arabs died. Angry streel
demonstrations mushroomed
inte a virtual uprising
Palestinians in Balata camp on
the West Bank responded with
demonstrations as well, and
lsracli troops responded by
shooting two women and a
child. Their funeral became &
mass protest rally.

Y DECEMBER 19, the
revolt was under way
everywhere.

Over 30,000 people marched
in Rafah (Gaza) on the 18th, and
next day East Jerusalem was
gripped by street warfare, with

youths controlling the main
Salah al-Din commercial streets
for three hours.

The pre-Christmas unrest
climaxed in the impressive
general strike of December 21.
Palestinians inside Isracl, long
assumed by Israelis to be a
passive force, joined in and
showed their complete
solidarity.

These events stunned Israeli
public opinion The army
resoried to its traditional
brutality, shooting people
apparently at random as they
left mosques and making
some 1400 arrests, The army
even invaded the main Gaza
ImspnalAndsmashcd‘(-myand
amnesia equipment before
beating th: nurses and harassing
journalis

For a time, the army appeared
to have restored order, and
Bethlehem had a quiet
Christmas. But in January the
demonstrations revived, and this
time produced a response
amongst Israch Jews. Over
25,000 supporters of the lelt-
liberal Peace Now movement
marched in Tel Aviv,
demanding withdrawal from the
occupied ternitories.

The liberal daily Hairerz
commented on “rhe impossible
attempt to impose foreign rule
on a society with @ _nam-uur
identity, while Foreigh
Minister Percs echoed sections
of the Labor Party by raising the
issue of a settlement with the
Arabs, including some sort of
West Bank | Gaza stale.

HE PLO has made clear itis

willing to settle along these
lines, and the US, by voling
against lsrael in the UN, seems
{0 be pressuring Israel in that
direction.

Palestinian youths confronl
Israell soldiers,

hawk Yitzhak Rabin:

the repression will go on

But powerful reactionaries
ranging from Ariel Sharon 1o
the Labor Party’s Yitzhak
Rabin still argue for brutal
repression. Ln the short run, that
is what will happen.

A West Bank state would not
solve the Palestinians’' most
pressing problems. Economi-
cally, it would depend on Israel.
1srael, which would not tolerate
a small Palestinian military
presence in Lebanan, will hardly
allow Yassir Arafat to establish
a credible army in the West
Bank and Gaza. Yet how
independent would the state be
without the ability to defend

Ultimately, the existing lsracli
state must be destroyed if the
region’s problems are to be
solved. Indeed, even the old
PLO formula of a binational
democratic secular state, while
answering the Palestinian’s
national aspirations, will have a
huge underclass of Palestinians
and orental Jews. Only &
socialist state can provide a
lasting solution. .

All of these appear distant
prospects today, and Palestinian
activists' goals are under-
standably more immediate. Yet
the last two months have shown
that the lsracli state is mot
unshakeable

Israel depends increasingly on
Arab labour these days. As the
strike weapon becomes better
established, the prospect of a
rmurugglupimlthuhuon
South African lines will become
more attractive 100

_ Richard Emerson

SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 5

ﬂﬂ====ﬁ—‘




CHEA

P
oHOTS

He's Joh-king?
QUEENSLAND shire
councillor Bill Roberns
has @ brown nose, and
it's not due to sunburn.

CrRoberts is chairman
of the South Burnett
Local Authority associa-
tion, which takes in Joh
Bjelke-Petersen's town
of Kingaroy. Roberts
wants to rename the
entire South Burnett
region after the un-
lamented ex-premier.
“Johborough’ and
"Bjelkeberg” are two of
his proposed names.

But his most apt
suggestion is
“Johannesburg”. Now
that's a place that really
knows how to rule with
20 per cent minarity .

Tanks a lot

IRAQI soldiers must be
wondering if the seven-
year Gulf War with Iran
has been worth it after
Irag's latest trade deal.
Baghdad has sold 150
captured Iranian tanks
— back to Iran!

S0 help me, Doc

A BRITISH magistrate’s
court clerk discovered
that witnesses had been
swearing the oath on a
copy of the 5t John's
Ambulance Brigade
manual. The evidence,
the clerk said, sounded
ne dodgier than usual

Corporate hype
WHEN we talk about
getting rid of waste
under socialism, the
drivelthat goes on under
1he name of advertising
and PR is one thing we
have in mind.

Take the foyer of the
Melbourne head office
of chemicals multi-
national ICL. It recently
fealured a clock set 15
minutes fast, with the
incredibly droll slogan
that ICl was “ahead of its
time".

Not surprisingly, this
promotion caused a few

ulcers amongst execu-
tives who suddenly
found they were late for
meetings. So it's been
replaced by a full length
distorting mirror, with
the egually witty slogan,
Have you bent yourself
out ol shape for a
custarmer recentiy?

Now ICI bosses just
have trouble straighten-
ing their ties .

Land of the free
SIXMILLION Americans
are now monitored at
waork by computer. Gives
the phrase “screening an
smployee” a whole new
dimension, doesn't it?

Hari Curry
BRITISH industry must
be in trouble. Leading
retailers have taken to
pufting Japanese-
sounding brand names
on their electrical goods,
in an ironic reversal of
the postwar Japanese
practice of labelling
products “Made in
Britain”

The ploy backfired for
leading retail chain
Curry's. They were fined

7

$10.000 under the Trade

Rofe and Warren: copped it |l0l|'| other r:nps i

Description Act forusing
the slogan ‘Japanese
technology made
parfect'’ for their
“Matsui” line af goods.
Worse was to follow.
An ex-POW group
complained that
“Matsui’, a trade mark
devised for Curry's by a
local agency, was in fact
the name of a notorious
Japanese war criminal.
General |wane Matsui
was hanged after World
War 2 for his role in the
Rape of Nanking, in
which 200,000 died

Eat the rich
THE bourgeoisie of
Paris got indigestion |ast
month when 200 young
leftists seized their
favourite restaurant,
Maxim's, and converted
it to a free cafe for the
poor for a day.
Members of the Young
Communists'Movement,
wearing party hats and
throwing streamers
took over the elile
eating-house owned by
Pierre Cardin. The
Kitchen ground to a halt,
and the regular clientele
was driven out by the

May the force be with you

QUEENSLAND police are renowned as the most
bigoted in Australia. |tseems that not even their own
members are safe from them.

Officers Terry Rofe and Jill Warren, who live
together in Brisbane, are Rajneeshis (Orange
People). As a result, they are being persecuted by
mr_mr cops, who have spread rumors about them
being sexual exhibitionists, smeared Rofe as a
radical, and threatened Rofe with transfer lo remote

Mount Isa

Both have been forced ofi work for several months
on stress-related ilinesses. Neither likes lo venture
out of home any more, having beenwarned thatthey
could be set up on fake charges. To protect
themselves, they have installed video cameras in
their home and they tape-record al| incoming phone

calls.

Question: When even Queensland cops fear being

framed by their
restofus,..?

colleagues”, how safe are the

Whale of an idea

AN AMERICAN rightwing economist has ¢
with a great idea to save the whale

John Majewski wants to sell off whal,
(herds) to the whaling nations, principally

Japan and Seuth Korea

transmitters to its own pc

tracked.
own frequency.

ome |

nrwalwsationﬂ
® podg
Icelang,
would attach ragjq
allowing them tg be

Ea

would be illegal to kill whales not gny, your

Majewski's idea is being backed by the Inst
Economic Affairs, a rightwing thinktank \vhuz:[::f
also promated privatisation of the Royal Family %

WEONGT FREGUENCY

intrusion.
Too bad, we say. Let
them eat cake

What's in a name?
EVER wondered how
public edifices get 1 r
names? The ‘‘granc
staircase” at Carnegie
Hallin New York is about
to be named after
the first person who
donates” $500,000
You haven't

You can have the sen
elevator named after
for a mere $250,0

Clean aced
WORKING class mili
tancy starts young
Ballboys and ballgirls at
e Australian Open
who earned a derisor
a day, had their revenge
on the tournament
organisers. They
threatened to go on
strike unless they were
given seats to watch the
semi-finals and finals

Party games

uninspiring people
looking for a wife/
husband". They give
mindless reactionary
support for right wing
politics' i
That is the considered
Judgement of Marketing
the Young Conserva-
fives, a paper by the
Young Conservatives
own National Advisory
Committes

Not that British
Labour can laugh.
They've just had to pulp
half a million 1988
membershipcards
having 'aceidentally” left

Women's role

tionalisation
off their platform,
ms like Bob Hawke
sn't the only one who
has trouble remambering
party policy.

Minor's Club

GET the silver
n. These days, the
super-rich in France give
their children credit

FC

Cver 100,000 French
upper-class families

their offspring
it cards at Christmas
ce thousand new
jy cashpoints” have
up to allow
over-12s to withdraw up
$400 at a time

Brute force

E who think
police inter
an answer 1o

vention i
domestic violence

d talk to Walter
Easey, police policy
advisor to the Asso-
ciation of London
Authorities.

One of the difficul-
ties he told
Cosmopolitan magazine,
is that police officers
come high on the list of
habitual wife beaters.

Women who are
married to police officers
are regular callers at
women's refuges.”

Peace in our time
THE United States will
destroy 364 nuclear
warheads under the
much acclaimed INF
treaty. Sounds great
until you recall that it has
deployed 1640 new
nuclear warheads since
abrogating SALT Il in
1986.

shou

«WE don't expect a boyfriend to.punch his
ﬁierll‘(iand. Slap her once or twice but dgn‘t punch

— UK Judgs Chiyles Garraway 1o a man convicted
of witing

s girlfriand

—-.,
—
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The new Aussie
imperialists

N ATIONALISM has
| W ihe “soci:

accepted it
There
enemy [0

the postwar decades it has b
Yanks”. Fora tim
told there was a threat to our country b
“Soviet social impenalism®™

Jways seems Lo be some foreign
left nationalists Lo fear: for most
cen “the

start of the eighties, it was the multinati

corporations as a whole who were out tg

“rurn Ausiralia into a giant quarry".

These days, the bogey is the Japanese

Dictator Pinochel and his Aussie male: he

taps the phone:

Bond taps the profils

been called
ism of fools™. Certainly,
it is a foolish orientation for socialists.
Yet large sections of the left have always

the seventies, we were

Then al the

owing investment in this country
has replaced US and British capital in the
entions of more and more leftists One
left paper went so far as to illustrate an
article on Japanese property developers
with a drawing of warships with the rising
sun in the background, as if an invasion
were immnent :

What all these fears have in common IS
the idea that foreign capitalis moreevil than
the domestic variety, that Australia is some
Kind of victim of imperialism like the
Philippines or El Salvador, and that the
nation as a whole needs Lo be mabilised
against the threat from outside %

But Australia has never been a viclim of
imperialism, despite its colonial past. And
never was il less sothaninthe second half of
the 1980s

N APRIL 1986, a finan journalist

wrote about a ‘“typical international
takeover deal™ “The seller was Australian,
the buyer was British, the property Was the
seller’s Spanish subsidiary. j!'ha firm
handling the arrangement was still another
nality (American).”
Capitalism has \uughicnawuﬂd system,
but clectronic communications an

widespread deregulation of ||i|:|\‘\(‘l.3!
markets have recently added a new
more freely

Capilal flows
orld than ever before, and
can whip around
This much most
rom the television

dimension
around the W
crises in the sharemarket
the globe in 24 hours.
people have learned fi

news in recent months.

What is less understood is how well
Australian capitalists have learned 1o
operate in this new environment, taking
over firms and building financial empires. A
study by Capel Court investment bank has
now revealed the striking truth

The report cstimates that investments by
Australian companies in the United States
would have reached SUSI6 billion by the
end of 1987. By contrast, American
investment here was about $9.4 billion in
June 1986 Australian investment in
America has been growing atiisla_ggerlnng
per cent a year, and is outstripping the US
investment in this country

It would scem that, as an LI Hooker
executive remarked last year, Australian
capitalists are “heating the  Yanks ar‘zhf_u
own game” And they're doing it 10
important arcas: the media, financial
services, property development, mmer.'?!s
and energy. Just the areas where our local

nationalists gel so v::alnrd about foreign
| here at home!
m":‘r:: main investors are such well-known
firms as BHP (which alone holds ﬂ?!S
million worth of investments in the US),
News Corparation, ihe Bond Group, LJ
Hooker, and the Bell Group. But to get a
feel for the sheer swtgep of lhc{prnwn_ let’s
consider some specific examples.
tn*:h:rﬂuoktrp(‘mpulal\oﬂ Not only has
its hlgh-!‘l‘,‘mgcnicrﬁcmgr Herscu n:quuc::

a national real estate chain from Melrf

Lynch; not only is he building mega-

shopping malls in Atlanta, Denver, Tampa

and Cincinnati; but he has bought two
national retail chains to occupy the shops in
the malls once they're built _Hooker

SOCIALIST ACTION— PAGE7
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Paul Carter says the profits from
elling the first two malls will be “immense™
“Then there is James Hardie, which now

‘has about 28 per cent of its assets in America
and expects up to 23 per cent of its profits
for the current year to come from there. And
‘Westfield Holdings, which is set to buy
seven American shopping centres worth
§$850 million. And Dick Praut, who has
bought a §272 million paper board mill in
and some Calfornian banks. Not
1o mention Elders, which is not only moving
inte the North American beer market, but
has purchased a grain storage and
trading company and 1s now the [4th largest
player in that field.
Then there 1s Fairfax, which has acquired
Ms magazine and installed Ann Summers
s editor.

BRITAIN is another place where the tide
of financial “imperialism " has turned in
favour of the former colonials. Australian
investment there more than doubled
between 1984 and 1985 and again the
following year.

Australians are buying up the banks, with
Kerry Packer and Larry Adler movingin on
Hill Samuel, and the NAB purchasing the
Clydesdale bank. Fosters' assault on the
British brewing market is probably well
known, but less publicised is AFPs control
of the office equipment firm Gestetner.

The British and American cases are the
most important, but they are part of a push
by Australian capital into all corners of the
globe. Alan Bond will be running Chile's
tclephone system, the real estate firm
Baillieu Knight Frank has as many offices
abroad as in this country, Monier is
invading the Japanese market through

i
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Nippon Manier — and Dial-a-Dino Pizza
plans to have 14 or 15 outlets in Japan
within a ye

An Aussie imperialist who deserves a
special mention s Sir Peter Abeles. On
visiting the Melbourne brewery drivers’
picket line in 1986, I was haunted by a
memory, Years carlier [ had visited a similar
picket in Los Angeles — staged by
American truck drivers who had been
sacked by Sir Peter’s American operation

Today his TNT empire is the world's
biggest transport operation, with a nelwork
linking 60 countries, Twa thirds of its
revenue, close to $3 billion annually, comes
from overseas operations. (Abeles is not
personally greedy, though. He told a
reporter last year, “Ive been driving ihe
same Rolis for 14 years.")

Why arc Australian firms moving into
overseas investments? The depressed state
of the domestic economy under Frascr,
followed by the Hawke government’s drive
to restrict the buying power of Australian
workers, meant that successful
companies are oulgrowing the local market.
Growth into other national markets allows
them to diversify risk as well as
oppartunities

At the same time, the recent sharemarket
boom made finance more freely available,
but our sharemarket speculators began to
run out of local targets. They began finding
them overseas. The stock exchange crash
has dampened this for now, but the experts
think the lull will be temporary

OR THE majority of the Australian lefi,

who are hostile 10 foreign capital
because it is foreign, this Australian
investment push is full of ironies. What
attitude will they take to it?

If foreign control is bad in Austra
surely it is bad in America and Britain t
Certainly the nationalists in those countries
think so. When the NAB took over
Clydesdale bank, Scottish nationalists were
outraged. They said that the “passing of
control 1o a foreign owner was a cause of
concern, and a Scattish consortiun buy-out
would have been preferable.

And 1 puess Kerry Packer and John
Elliott would have been among the pet hates
:)! Red Ken Livingstone's Greater London
Council, which warned of “increased
domination of Britain by mudiinational
companies”— as if Britain had not invented
the multinational compay

Il Australian capital is somehow
preferableto that of other nations, surely we
should be telling these protestors they don’t
know their luck. Alternately, if their dislike
of Packer or the NAB is correet, what basis
have we for preferring our domestic
exploiters 1o those of other lands?

Of course, you can walfle on &
“economic independence for all countries”,
But that could only mean barriers to any
major eapital flows between nations. As any
high school economies student knows, that
would mean plunging living standards and
soaring unemployment. It simply won't
happen. You can't sweep back the tide of
capitalist development like that, not without
abolishing capitalism itself,

OITIS likely that foreign investment in
Australia will continue to rise, and given
the strength of Japan’s economy and
currency, we can expect Japanese firms to

|IHIII!|I!IIN\I-I\I

take the lead. Just what harm has foreign
investment ever done to this country?

I'he flow of foreign capital into Australia
took the form of direct investment in the
immediate postwar period. In order o gl
around the tanff barrer erected by Labor

and Liberal governments, General Motors
and Ford, for example, built car factores.
Once a core of foreign enterprises was
established, further investment was [esi
direct, taking the form of equily
participation (buying shares) in enterprises
established here, whether
Australian or foreign-owned. Most
ty has been supplanted

more and more by lending. That is @

nly because not enough of the
nvested productively. Bul

prablem, ma
money has beer

such decisions are mostly not made by the
lenders. They are the fault of domestic
borrowers

The net result of decades of foreign

investment is not a country bled dry, a
might happen in the third world The
multinationals have done their share of
exploiting, of course, but no more s0 than
BHP or Elders. The country is richer for it8
car factories. You might say the eredit for
creating these riches should go to the
workers and not the bosses, And that s (rué,
but it is just as true of Four N'Twenty Pies
with its Australian management

Equally important, since Australia has
usually run a trade deficit, this ongoing
capital inflow is the only way the country
has been able to maintain a high level O
consumption and still balance its r_mlmlli\‘
account, Put baldly: foreign capl al has
financed a higher standard of living fof
Australians, including workers, than would
otherwise have been possible,

by b s s cofCua UV eacunes

worries about the

HE CURRENT
Japanese have revived some
issues about foreign capital

other

In his coura
after being jailed
organiser John €
foreign indusiria
employed by Japs
party 1o
as we admired Cun
forced 1o disagree with him here

We also have Lo dis: ith the three
left parties, who issued a statement after the
police raid on the BLF attac hing spe
blame to Japanese com
said 1o be “pouring

There is nothing foreign about atlacks on
unions, whether through civil legal actions
(as at Dollar Sweets), lockouts (like those
used by Lindsay Fox) or sackings (as at
Robe River, where Charles Copeman’s
Japanese partners are said 1o have been very
nervous about his union-bashing methods)
They are a product of capitalist crisis. To
blame them on foreigners inevitably
distracts workers' attention from the real
cause

lapanese developers are not pouring
money into Victoria, which if anylhing 15 a
shame use it would create jobs for
building workers and put unions like the
BLF in a stranger bargaining position. The
bulk of Japanese investment is, i1 reality, in
tourist meccas further north.

What's more, the inflow of yen is not so
Much has been made of a

B anywa
Financial Review the
lapanese *flood” at over 58 billion. But the

Financial Review’s figures are misleading.
They are using estimated final sale prices, of

which only a certain percenlage is prol
The developers then have to share this with
their bankers (largely domestic financiers).
And in most of the projects, the Japanese
are partners with domesic developers. Very
litle of the capital is being brought into
Australia from outside, and the bulk of the
profits will probably stay here.

The real dimensions of the Japancse
* were made clear by Jeremy
or of the major real
Wootton in October:
illion
d by

buying “spree
Alpe, managing direct
estate firm Jon

{0 $400 mil

Japanese
from New
Oddly enough, no ¢

worried about the Kiwis!

one on the lelt &

ATIONALISM is foolish, and thel
nothing socialist about it.
growing internat {onalisation of the
world economy does, however, renmnd us L:\\
aquite different pmpuc:i\-:um:h was umr
understood o be the core of socidl ism. 1t
was put sharply by Lenin in 1914:
“Developed capitalism, in bringing closer
together nations that have already been fu »l
ommercial iRIErEOUrse, CAUSING

drawn inl r
them to intermingle Lo an inereasing drp.r!ltr;
brings the antagonism bELweE

; and the
internationally united capital .m? e
international working class movement i

the forefront.”™ ”
Tt is ume that class antagonism Was

brought into the forefront once | in :‘\;
the capitalist class becomes ever i}\g ¥
clearly international, the workers ol &
‘ries must unite too, Their enemies, &3
will be bosses both domestic and

pal

Sociaust I Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

Wa fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themsalves will make the key
decisions about economic and soclal
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary.
road tosacialism. Theirstateis a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed,

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary pary. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary mnveman_l out of
\he struggles being waged o nthejoband
around soclal protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass warkers' party to
|ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism
We are Internationalists. The working
class exists In all countries, and the
strugale for socialism knaws no national
parriers. A socialist revolution cannot
sunvive withinasingle country. It must be
spread to other countries or itwill |ﬂII|.FOf
thesa reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others. Only under warldwide
socialism can there be an end to war
and the threat of nuclear war, and an
and to the abuse of the environment.

Liberation from Oppression
We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
rassion are used to divide the working
class. Thefight againstthem isan essan-
tial part of building & united nam;:lutnon“i
ary movement They can only be endei
through ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action v
for Soclalist Actlon. It's no g

:Jl;tall:\kmg about the world: the point Is

to change it. Marxist Ilheﬁyf;{;iy;r:;
Iy meaningful i 2

pagnndanrgs:rz In the unions, social

% 1s and wherever people aré

el Id, xocwaU!tshar:

he thick of the fight 1f that's wheri

IynmtJ wanl to be, join us today!

foreign.

_ Richard Emerson

el e
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Conference

SOCIALIST Action members
and supporters gathered at
Wandin, outside Melbourne, on
the Australia Day weekend for
our third annual conference and
summer school.

Our conference began with
reports from our branches and a
frank discussion of their activitles
and problems. Then followed an
assessment of our relations with
other lefiwing groups.

In an absorbing session, we
drafted a more delailed position
on the urgent guestion of
Aboriginal land rights, debating
‘contentious points such as black

nationhood.

In the “political report”
session, we looked al the
depressed siale of industrial and
political struggle and the
economic outlook for world
capitallsm. While there is always
enough class conflict to keep a
small organisation like Socialist
Action aclive, it is crucial to
understand the political terrain in
which we are operating.

The final major session looked
al our magazine — its political
conient, and also various
production problems: the impact
of impending stafi changes, the
development of more writers
oulside Melbourne, and the
possibllity of moving to
ccomputerised publication.

Summer
school

WITH OUR conference over, it
was on to the more relaxed lalks
and discussions of our summer

school.

The talks covered a wide field.
On the contemporary side, they
ranged from the Pilbara to
Palestine. For those of a more
historical bent, two French
revolulions (1789 and 1968) were
looked al, along with the
Communist Manifesto, Sylvia
Pankhurst and Glasgow

THE FINAL outcome of
Melbourne’s pre-Christmas
train strike is still unclear, as
suburban rail guards battle
the Cain government’s efforts
to wipe out their jobs.

The dispute dates back to
November 1985, when Labor
first announced cutbacks. But
confrontation only began last
December &, when management
attempted a trial of driver-only
operated trains, the first step in
abolishing guards’ jobs

The guards were prepared for
this move. At workplace
meetings, they had banned all
tnals. Although the trial was for
a driver-only train, current
regulations still required a guard
forit. so they had some leverage.

As further precautions, they
rostered their shop stewards
onto the trial train and voted
that in case of any stand-downs,
one out meant all out.

‘When management ordered
the trial to begin, the guard on
duty refused to run the train. He

revolutionary Harry McShane.
Social highlight was the now-
Iraditional trivia quiz. Once

again, this was a hilarious event,

with the judges' decision

definitely nol belng final, thanks

to the judges themselves
a fiendish

was stood down and the rest of
the guards walked off, leaving
the system in chaops.

The Australian Railways
Union patched up a deal with

system.

Only dampener on the
weekend was Melbourne's
predictably unpredictable

weather, which ranged from
hailstorms to blizzard. Our
comrades off for the

various Ausiralla Day demos,
somewhal relieved Lhal our
Winter School on the Queen's
Birthday weekend is scheduled
for the more reliable climate of
sunny Brisbane.
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for the guards to
return that night with full pay.
Next morning, the railway
bureaucrats rencged and refused
to pay the workers. At a
stopwork meeting, the guards
were in a conciligtory mood
They were prepared to go o
work and talk to management
but they wanted their pay. They
were adamant that if there was
no pay, they would go out for
the next four days.
Management knocked them
back, so the guards remained
out. In a show of strength, they
stayed out for 12 days — the
longest rail strike in 37 years.
The guards were angry, but

Guards give a red
flag to Cain’s cuts

they were also confident. They
had recently won a dispute over
the provision of two-way radios,
and they knew their jobs were
essential 1o safety. As one guard
said, "This fight is not just over
our johs. Ii's about the type of
service provided for those that
use and pay for it."

This also meant considerable
public support. News reports of
retailers losing millions of
dollars confirmed the guards
sense of power

Rank and file assertiveness
was strong. At meetings, the
guards consistently overturned
official attempts to getthem back
to work. They put out a strike
bulletin, and some went to to
tram and bus depots trying to
build the dispute. Guards
regularly went to the
negotiations and bound their
delegates (but mot the officials)
before the meetings with
management

Despite all of this, the guards
were forced back to work. With
no. strike fund, they were
running owt of money. Once
Christmas was over, Lheir effect
on retailers would be less, and
the government showed no sign
of backing down

In the end, a rank and file
motion to return to work was
carried. Militants had been
unahble to shake off the union
officials’ stranglehold,

The officials were comtent
with & passive motion of support
from other transport unions,
and ignored rank and file
motions Lo sel up a strike fund
and mobhilise other workers
Despite their control over their

shop

the return to work
officials have regained
control and undermined
pards’ stand. Within a
days, they called a
meeting. Unlike a
I eting, guards could
only attend if they were off duty

een trains. Officials
1 through a motion lifting
the ban on the trials

future are a pointless
y campaign (the last one

was a flop) 'Jnhnuh:\lpu"
CXETCISE.

Under the guise of job
redesign, union leaders arc

trying to persuade the guards Lo
admit that their current jobs are
unnecessary. Yet even manage-
ment admitted during the
dispute that there was no real
basis for chopping the guards
jobs it was simply easier (o cut
jobs from one area ihan several
Not surprisingly, many
guards are becoming dem-
oralised. Absenteeism has
soared and resignalions arc
coming in at one aday. But rank
and file militants have
responded by forming 8
“defence of guards” commitlee
to prepare for future action.
¥ith union leaders conniving
in cutting jobs, guards face an
uphill battle in coming months.
They will need more of
December's sort of action, and
active support of other
public transport workers, if they
are to keep their jobs.
Liz Ross

R

pi o o the Final Solution to England's class war, asks MIGHAEL MILES of
Britain's Socialist Worker.

Born and bathed in blood

N 1748, on 26 January, eleven
Iﬂritish merchant ships
dumped 8 few hundred
miserable and unwanted people
on the eastern shore of the
Australian continent.

Two hundred years later the world
is invited 10 celebrate this sad
ceremony by making international
whoopez. Australia, we are assured,
is 200 years old, and it's wonderful,

The human carge on this Fu[m
Fleet didnt see much reason flor
celebrating. They had been
condemned Lo rot in the furthest
corner of the known w orld for
desperate and usually trivial crimes.
They didnt realise that they were
there Lo prepare the way _h-_r‘ilupen
Murdoch, Castlemal XXXX and
Neighbours.

Al in all the foundation &nd early
years of Austrelia represent one of
the more glorious episodes in the un
folding glory of the British Empire.
Tt is the familiar story of racialism,

rutality and murder
Y In a:l. Australia had been
vdiscovered'" in 1770, when Cap-
tain Cook stumbled into Botany Bay
(Aborigine tribes had discovered
Australia at least 30,000 years
earlier, but they were black so they
don’t figure in imperial history, just
its body count)

Cook's new discovery was con-
sidered such &n important addition
to the empire that not & single ship
weni there for the mext 18 years

But in 1787 Austrelia was
discovered again, this time by the
simple-minded crminologists of the
British ruling class e upper
classes were in one of their periodic
panics about law and order.

The early industrial revolution,
was producing social convulsions.

Unemployment and hunger were
rampant, and these in turn produced

udson. [n 4 not g common thing that nobody
class didn't imprison youn, exile was John Hrmsh Spanish Inguisition €oul & "', Unless, of
RIRITRE AR majesty the BeC SI::; :f;:rcpmurt nf‘tmmu's & lhlnl\unﬂhlnlw ‘.:0%‘1;‘ s 'I
there were 220 capital offences—  condemned him “f:"e Meatinh s Or, as Robert Hughes saysl F;s s
- o years old. : E

more than 40 shillings to mper- e e 90 yearsthe British fine book, The Falal “"’"‘WFM‘ s
sonating an (0'kid Fou state sent 162,000 ren, women und  Ausialie WA © T run by he oy given over 2 Tashes in less
e B ioging of.  childre 1o Auerala: over 80 per- e o extreme violcne. " than three yean.
fences were crimes against cent for crimes ag perty ot poct put it this Wa¥:  temporary desc his collar
property (marder i and twenty fve ship: A convict poel B Nrons - SO e bare and

mbﬁ-n(l-wnr Tnti 1803) louds of the “‘excitable classes’’  “For MT:RB x galley SIAVES  pones wore exposed with ex-
a g were dumped in the birthday state.  clang and s 'I;‘if ndwhen We  Cliched ivory horss. [t was with o5

But the hangman could not cope the majority of these We toil; ahonoured  (reme difficulty that we
with the mew social easions. Nor AlUbough € B0 Appers, g must fll U et place o flog him. The aver.
St ot e vyl TR W B G e v, g 0 M AT

ns, all of them ey - of work: Al id not. Convicts e had tter do it o0

relice and falf of them privately  a0's GO SRR 3 piitants bt the ceuell Sy, and s fet.”
mmnﬂ%ﬁt@;m& were despatched to Botany Bay. eI 3 Free—in gangs ‘t_gn—;jn Alexander Harris described
e jai, dy:hmgh}us?lb-lel Captain Swing rioters, Luddite OMR, By pgn” armer™" WO yper flogging: 1 saw a maa

it)
The jai

s were soon overcrowded

(even by cightee nth cgnmhenm-
dards) and prison riots began.
ngmhimhn;wbcw. and it had
to be done quickly, cheaply and
totally ruthlessly.

S0 Australia was born, and the
“felons’ from the lower classes
were sent 15,800 nautical miles o
rot and die there.

736

There ~ were

oate property.  she came ashore in
unmodw\: E’,Zf;.ff,, H,m:r:.nd of hunger, hruu:'g “T*"”m‘:}a‘;“la!ﬂ_ British Empire refined barbarity into
A Scots prisoner, N " fi
282 o year ter he banged berscl % of Duniies, e ataed " public Moggings were totaly
% Howall from Stfford secn much WAIER T Ll least commonplace. Alexander Harris

xiled for 14 years for stealing
+ Aead hen valued at wo pence. Thi

Fantasy for the folks back home: An Englh

new
 Australians’* on the First Fleet, 48
g e ren: il were poor b

) . seal), he o1
and nl]nuf rhl;n had offended against  Fleet 37 -dpe:u;lrﬂl toalife

e colour of justice,

it eakers, Scottish radical any
m (the Scottish Martyrs), would emigrate.

Chartists, trade unionisis (most
famously the Tolpuddle Martyrs)
and Irish rebels. Forty thousand
Irish men and women were taken to
Australia. So—with a savage
iromy—were over 300 South African
blacks

As the Australian wool industry
expanded 50 more prisoners were
used as slave (or ‘‘assigned’’)
labour, Sometimes this made life

who resisted white

supremacy in their and 40s, determnined w make sure
ially on the penal col-

country u
Transportation was deliberately that life,

shaﬂlll'! sanitised view of the first settlement

ike Marquarie Harbour, Van
%Tm Land and Norfolk [sland,
became even grimmer. b
Tlinlpur:.a':ﬂn “‘“muldm1 e
ry. usually was.
g}:a’ff’nl!nk Island and Van Diemens
Land, it was hell, always. Here the

made a8 harsh as possible. If @
‘fdou"mvdm,mnwyhﬁ(!
up to 300 days, chaived in a5 =
.“Mdmk(mdunmeswﬂ

on poor wretc! thellFa oplace.
what may I n wrote in .
reasonably infer? French Bastille " Flogging in this Tl
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WORKING CLASS HISTORY

mm_vndwimblonﬂmlhld But even Pinochet might have he would lie down in it and aborigines we,

run up from his lacersted flesh recoiled from the justice reserved warders would bolt a wooden lid  Australian as T ety by
ing out of his shoes with for Charles Anderson. Andersan plerced with air holes, over him till  But it won‘lbev::“d"' D NOTHER Bicentenary Prussia and Britain invaded, each
every step he wok. A dog was lick-  was an orphan who joined the Royal - morning. or their Australj ¢ Australigy,’ A al pronch‘mg. But ] L) promising 1o rest 6
iqm'?mdnffﬂnm esand Navy at nine. He was wounded in “‘His food was put on the rock drowned in the o that wij p, o ranc regime bl
s werecarying away grea pices  the Napoleonic Wars and left St R i b et A pole lve. Inger on 26 Tasioe o Bader don't eringe: - Ay the 3
of human flesh that the lash had scat- brain ¥ a wild beast's rations, Prisoners But maybe, “lsilﬂry. The French Revolution which < ekl cw_acubms were pre-
el avonl the a‘m Discharged from the navy, he was  were forbidden to talk o him on  something 2Just maybe, there peganin 780, destroyed a reRIme = paemu moilee (e e soilice
‘As the exiled ist John Frost  sent to Australia for breaking shop pain of a flogging. The welis and  Ausiralia’s celebrate piy, chich deserved 10 g0 u n lnls e s
revalled, the “cai”” used in Australia  windows. He was 18. gouges torn n his back by the cat party nobe,‘"dmm“ birthda, i rl' e-revalutionary France’s orgarised valunteer arrics which
W% even more savage than usual It was Anderson’s justice 0 be never healed and were infested  where in his -t,‘gu!]'“ £ay5 some. D nd Second “Estates” e Al
T one K cutting the  isolaled. from the ot prisoners  with Maggols. S i ook that the el gy First and o0 143,000 clergy - Rkl
flesh as if a saw had been used’". on & rock in Sydney Harbour ““He stank of putrefaction and *‘was ]e“":oand transportation EiﬂJm““m:-t; 1cks of 22 million revo ut'o This viclory saved the
Erob aso noled how much the Roben Hughes descrbes how  Sydney colonists found it amusing . crimes than to Punish individu) el pessant gt bl A
British officer class enjoyed watch-  *'he received a total of 1,500 lashes [0 1o up (0 his rock, pitch crusts  class from the soay] eyt peasants. FUEY 0 ves 1o the and brought to pawer the Jac:
ing these “spocially he  for such “offences’ a5 ‘looking and offal at Rl el wah Kl I way inhe social fabric'”, income wenl as 1aKes 1 g T 3 = obins and their best known leader,
P of women, Women were round from his work al a stcamer cat.” T !;dud 10 be the Fin Crown,tithes to the Church, and E ke 3 Robespierre. 4
€ class rent and feudal dues to the nobles o History books often attribute

offered more lenient thrashings if  in the river’. He spent two years Anderson is as much a part of haps that's Somcnhiw" S0 per-

Ng 1o drink The peasants had often re- Robespierre’s power to his con-

were lashed naked to the waist.  tethered o a chain ustrali i -

R i bl its bl ey e Tl o e rllng clinel lre i Jolied, hnd by the 17805 were A e

out even the pretence of aaything so  shelter was & coffin-shaped cavity e Sy classa il lherg ready to do 50 again. This time, oot s RgmeR I

pamby as a fair trial. hewn out of the sandstone; at night oy however, the urban sections of They kept fighting for cheaper,
Thomas (oo AN the “Third Estate” we Jso in regular supplies of bread, and

raided the stores of speculators.
Robespierre lamented:
“When the people rise up, can it
not be for a cause worthy of
them? Do they have to concern
themselves with wretched groe-
enes all the time™

memectmiwene  — Bicentenary —d
into the merits oOf the QUIZ ~d

, but i
and sentence 14 ot 15 men standin |F BB HAD BEEN THERE

W ferment. :
In the cracks of the feudal

economy & class of me
pankers and manu
developed — the hourgeoisic
had great wealth but little polit
power.

The nobles’ internal tar lif

oo YEARS AGrO .. WHAT
N SEPTEMBER 1793 the

sans cullottes pushed the

as mundane as arbitrary fl i UNIFORM WouLP HE HAVE
The British oggings
sTick BoB'S

How many men, women and
children were killed will never he
h_?wfn.mﬁmm,rhnmnm.

was hanged a few weeks after
the First Fleet landed. His crime was
wnulu:-tmdnodpen.}hwuﬁ

prepare
ta meet their judicial mak
period of 30 . er in a
What is known is that many
prisoners went (o their death will-
ingly, even jubilantly: because it
= :

officers in Australia could have
::n;m&uﬂal Pinochet a thing or

PREVIEW .nﬁ
A people’s
history of Oz

A'lI'.Tl'I.:S sickening moment of
national self-congratulation, A
People's Hixluryg af Amlr‘nlia
since 1788 is a four-volume work
that explodes the nationalist
myth-making of most histories
of Australia

Edited by Verity Burgmann
and Jenny Lee, it has seventy
contributors, each writing about
& particular theme over the past
200 years, such as Food, Health,
Gambling, Homosexuality,
Radicalism, the Environment,
tc:‘r Women's Movement, and so
Inequality is a  domina
theme in this history. Althnu;;

IT FITS ...

inequality has weighed most
heavily upon the working class,
it has many other facets.
Serious social inequalities are
also based on gender, race or
ethni 'l)‘_. and age. Half of the
.\uslriljnn population owns
ninety-iwo per cent of the
country’s wealth. The other hall
who have to get by with only

women, Aborigines, certain

children, along with members of
the ‘traditional’ working class.
The people about whom and
for whom this history has heen
put together are predominantly
of the working class but not
exclusively so. They are the vast
y of Australians who, on
belance, have had the pattern of
social relations weighed against

A People’s History also

believes that people are not
powerless victims of their
position; they are able to change
or at least improve their
condition. They have ‘agency’,
and their attempis fo assert
themselves ngainst the dominant
class have been a major force in
i'hipilllg Australian society.

It is important o n:‘ug ize
that people have mobilised
collectively with som

conditions, induced govern-
ments to withdraw from
unpopular wars and achieved
legal equality for women,

!}ul here, too, 4 People’s
History is critical, Many
popular movements have
petered out after making only
token gains; others have come to
acl as power bases for self-
interested cliques. When it
comes Lo achieving social justice,

some of the popular movements
of the past are now part of the
problem, not part of the
solution,

Readers should find in A
People’s History some ideas that
suggest new ways of exploring
the , comprehending the
present, and making the future.

The first volume, A Most
Valuable Acquisition, will be
published in February; the
second volume, Making a Life,
in April; the third volume,
Constructing a Culure, in June;
and the fourth volume, Sfaining
the Wattle, in August, They are
published by MecPhee
Gribble/Penguin, and will cost
$16.95 each, a total of $67.80,
which compares somewhat
favourably with the official
biceniennial history at its
knockdown price of 5720 (all
credit cards accepted)

— Anna Wolkenhaar

monopolies of productior
manor held back their ec
ambitions. The b !
all, King Lows 2
exasperated the bou
bankrupting

of indepen

against Britain.
Louis tried to

losses by increas

upon the First and

Estates. The nobles insisted that
he had to get

if he wanted more.
it from the Third Es

Normally this 1s
to a king or a Keating. |
peasantsand urban work
already grossly o

trade crises and bad harvests of

the 1780s had I

worse. Peasant uprist

landlords and tax collector

increased through 1788

0 BREAK the deadlock,
Louis called a meeting in
1789 of representatives of the

three estates.

The Third Estate’s repre-
sentatives were mostly bourgeol

They soon made their own
laration of independenc
proclaimed themselves the
ional Assembly”. The r

revolt had triggered a bourgeois

revolt

The bourgeois revolt had an
unforeseen consequence 100
the revolt of the urban workers

This class, comprising 2.5

million artisans, tradesmen, small
shopkeepers and wage-carners.
were called the “sans cullottes™,
or “trouserless ones”, s leaders
were dubbed by their enemics as

“enrages”, or “madmen”.

Over 50% of their income went
on bread. As they were not coll-
ge workplaces like
madern workers, they organised
in their residential districts and
et bread.

ected in lar

agitated mainly forcl

tre
axed. The

demonstration by returning ¥ ith

and again they kicked the

The sans cullottes got wind
this, and two days of demon-

chateaus across France were
ked. Louis backed ofl and

mere promises, began a long
debate about how much power

however, acted Lo gain soT
constitutional guaranices.

N OCTOBER 5, 1789, a
young woman banging @
drum marched through the
dists declared war

revolution to its highest point.

Throughweeks of demonstrating,
they forced the Jacobins to dee-
lare a price limit on several basic
necessities.

This same month, the Terrar
began. 1t firstattacked monarch-
ists, but soon turned on the sans
cullottes. The Jacobins, having
used the sans cullottes to defeat
the Gironde, could no longer
restrain their class hatred for
them.

By now, though, France was
clear of foreign armies. The rest
of the bourgeoisie no longer
tolerated the Jacobins. In July
1793, Robespierre was over-
thrown and cxecuted. A White
Terror followed, continuing the
attacks on the sans cullottes which
{he Jacobins had begun.

The sans cullottes still fought
for food, but were brutally
repressed. 1795 was a year af
military viclories and mass
starvation. The revolution was

over.

In the balance sheet, the
bourgeoisie did well. They gain-
ed a lot of property from the
clergy and nobles

The sans cullottes had saved
the rlmslllulmni:! rcilm: by
storming the Bastille and return-
ing the iing {0 Paris. They had
saved the republic by erushing
the royalists and driving out the
invading armics.

The bourgeoisie was not
prateful. Memories of the sans
Cullottes have disturbed their

eep ever since.

4 Tphr sans cullottes wanted the

n:wlulmnlugolunhcs ~toreal

material quality, non just formal
al equality’

‘eggoﬁﬁm; Loday still do. The

Erench Revolution isntover yel,

sl — Eric Peversen
disarray, and Austria,
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1S easy fo take our
natural environment for
granted. The Earth is, after
all, a pretty big place
(510,000,000 square kilo-
metres) and fairly old
{46,000,000,000 years, give or
take an aeon or two).

These sorts of figures are so
incomprehensible to most
people. unless they happen to
work with military budgets, that
nature can appear to be
enormously resilient, infinitely
pountiful and virtually
indestructible. [t wasn'tuntil the
1960s, with the birth of an
environmental movement, that
this view was questioned

The environmental movement
locates the cause of the
environmental crisis in the
conflict hetween humanity and
nature. Industrial-based
economic growth, whether
capitalist or socialist, they say, is
the problem

Rejecting the long term
strategy of waorking class
revolution, environmentalists
seek to reform the capitalist
system or to change individuals®
lifestyles. They look for
immediate parliamentary or
personal solutions.

This approach, however, fails

to recognise that under
capitalism only one thing
matters — profit and

anything which infringes this,
including pollution control, will
be opposed. Marxists believe
that only the working class has
the power to hit the capitalist
class’ profit (temporarily
through  strikes, pl:rman:nl]i\
through revolution) and thus
protect the environment

Thus rarely cuts much ice with
environmentalists, who point to
what they sce as the deep {reeze
of socialism's materialist growth
ideology and union struggles for
material gains.

The Marxist aim of material
growth, however, poses minimal
ecological problems. There is
substantial room for more
cconomic growth under
socialism with the elimination of
waste production (armaments
and other junk), use of
renewable encrgy sources, and
an end to unemployment and
the alienation of millions of
workers.

Nevertheless, an imterpretation
of ‘mastering’ nature in the
(capitalist) sense of domineering
and wanton plunder could linger
to adegree under socialism, long
enough 1o get the balance
between people and nature
damagingly out of whack

ORTUNATELY, there are

powerful reasons why this is
ly.

7 # ! ¥

L L
Anti-logging d

emo, ruined German fnrul:n socialism n bene

How green wiill
the socialist
garden grow?

When the world belongs to
the non-cxploiting class, we will
unlike profiteering capitalists, be
able 1o ‘afford” environmental
protection. We will be able to
realise the potential for harmony
between human needs and
preservation of natural
resources. L is not automatic
that the working class in power
willimmediately do so, but it can
be argued for in the genuinely
mass democratic decision-
making organs of workers
control.

And such an argument is a hot
favourite to win, Workers have
fought for the environment
when they have been at their
most militant in ‘materialist’
wapes struggles (for example the
BLF’s green bans). When
Solidarity was flourishing in
Poland, local environmentalists
were at lasi able to force the
elosure of a polluting aluminium
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smeler. When workers are fully
in control and aware that, as
Marx put i, “the original
sources of all wealth are

labavurer and the soil”,
possibilities for mater
improvements and ecological
well-being  will advance
together

UT JUST how ‘green’ will

the socialist garden grow?
The role of animals in the
garden, for example, will
generate debate. Whales will be
saved, but will meat-eating
animal experiments and other
allegedly ‘necessary’ uses of
animals for human need or
entertainment disappear under
socialism? Animal liberation
sets free a can of worms (so to
speak) even now. It will continue
1o do so in the socialist future,
Another debate could be over
how many people the socialist

::mic\l\ AN supparg
have long hee
Thom, \».“\tl ::I:H T
as Malthus,
century economis
and hisideathat oye 3
places oo mul'llmr.‘l‘rh‘;mmn
resources and is (he L-m:“. o
poverty and starvation, [y -0I
an airing today ag ﬁ‘“
explanation for the spreag ‘[
deserts and famme in pu‘\
countries, hl.'\mmg n:“
invariably non-white victims InE
the way that, under \.‘.lpu.llli\n[
food is produced and distribugeg
101 for need but for profit i
Malthus developed his theory
counter the radical ideas of
French Revolution. Marg
ked it as “a libel on the
ace”. Engels savaged it
mfamous theory

Marxig,
Parring yiyy,
an elghiecyy
U and parggy

a
s blasphemy against
and mankind”  They
v right to do so,
Is was writing in
erpopulation’ was
y absurd “sa fong as
gh waste land in the

planted there"
has

1 soared  since
1844 wever, and it wi
in the next hundred

faster after tha

said, therefore
n and its effect on
will never need to be
d in how a socialist
manages its natural

20 THERE are, for the far
P future

some uncertain
issues, What we can be certain
about, if we are ever to reach

that future, is that the curren
ecological crisis makes socialism
more necessary and urgent,

y left has not
ick out of the
vironmental issues
Marx never had to worry about

blocks on er

enth century

What

Marx did, however
have to say on the relationship
between peaple and their
environ the *subor-
dination of nature to man’, the

E g of the earth’s
resources’, the building of 2
communist society based on
*material abundance’ 15

sometimes applied in a narrow
and over-literal way by the
revolutionary left to our altered
environment today

This (to borrow a baseball
analogy) has allowed the Greens
a base on us. But

class politics,
green outfield. The home plateis
still red.

— Phil Shannon

PEE—

A gay in the life of Joe Orton

PRICK Up Your Ears is a
film about & failed marriage.
Only the fact that both part-
ners are men makes thestory
exceptional.

Joe Orton had itall Between
1963 and 1967 he rose from
obscurity to be the best and
brightest yOUung playwright in
Britain. His bri A_ml.
<atirical comedics, poking fun
at stuffy middle ¢l

acked but the theatres. Critics
raved and the B me

Hee

Beside O
of 15 yez
Halliwell had
an actor, then a novell
playwright and fai
them

was in guidi
the talent of his you
class lover. But by L
1960's Orton h
his mentor, whow
describing himse
Orton’s pei an
Even this exaggerated his real
role. He was, in fact, house-
keeper, secretary and {less and
Jess often) bedmate. Ex entually
he came to exactly fit the stereo-

h:
offer — not beauty orexp
ortalent. He had no real pu
or place of his own to s
him and slowly, but noisily,
shid into madness

On the night of 8 August
1967, Halliwell, convinced Orton
was about to leave | ACC
ing to the film), picked up a
hammer and beat his lover Lo
death, He then swallowed a
handful of Nembutal tablets and
was dead in less than a minu
It was the sort of domeshc
murder-suicide we still read of
in our newspapers

The relationship between
Orton and Halliwell 15 a re-
minder that traditional sex roles
like “hushand” and “wifc” do
not arise from the gender of the
partners, Nordo they come just
from childhood conditioning of
boys and girls. Society presents
us with a range of possible
roles, and pressures us power
fully into those that suit the
status quo.

Fortunately, we are not
computers irreversibly pro
grammed hy outside forces In
the late sixties and early seven-
ties, sexual liberation struggles

enabled millions of people
womenand men, gayand straight
to break out of roles that once
scemed 1o have the force of
natural law.

1t is Orfon’s tragedy, and
Halliwell's, that during their
lifetimes, the liberation move-
ments had barely begun their
work.

Halliwell's pain was made
worse by not even getting the
advamtages — limited and dub-
jous though they are — of being
the “wife™ of a famous man. No
reflected glory for him; no public

appreciation,

Indeed their relationship was
never publicly acknowled ged at
all. In his biographical notes for
the press, Orton described him-
self as a divorced father of a son

a straightforward lie. When
invited to receive an award, he
refused outright to take Halli-
well as his pariner,

Orton had to be even more
dishonest about his sexuality
His diaries, and this film, show
him not only to be gay but
wildly promiscuous and devoted
to the anonymous gay sex of the

\ "\\‘.\\\ \

Orton (Gary Oldman) and Halliwell (Alfred Molina): Gay Liberation

TELEVISION

w

The politics
of Elliot Ness

THE UNTOU CHABLES is
back on TV!

Once again, the
looking, dedicated El
whizzing around Chicago
mac

tragic-
1 Ness 15
in his

T-Model Ford with
guns blazing, fighting a never-
ending le against the
gangsters and racketeers who
run the city, shooting them and
smashing up their breweries.
Great stufl!

Yet one thing has always been
missing from The Un-

(ouchables. Class struggle
Warkers and bosses rarely raiea
mention. But far from being on
the sidclines of Chicago Iife 1n
the late 1920s, they were centre
stage
Chicago has a long history of
radicalism and struggle. and The
Untouchables would be far less
\wo-dimensional if it dipped into
the politics behind Prohibition
and gangsicrism as well as the
shoot'em'ups.

Chicago was & stronghold of

America’s Socialist Party and
the Industrial Workers o the
World, Well before Prohibition.
the hosses used gangsters against
workers. They beat them up.
smashed their picket lines and
corrupted their unions. The only
(hing they couldn't dowas arrest
slnk‘en Their pariners in erime,
{he police. did that
Temperance leagues, ;mhulzd
with the Protestant work ethic,
had wanted Prohibition since
the 1850s. When drunkenness
was blamed for disrupting
production during World War
One, the politicians decided it
was time fo sober up the
working class. Rather than
tackle social problems, ihey
hanned alcohol.
Workers kept drinking, of
course. But now all they got was
bad grog. The brewers had a
problem with distribution, s0
the gang;un_wrn: into
Marketing and Transport as
well as Industrial Relations.
Some Untouchables episodes
paye the Chicago mob
importing ETOE from Canada.
The association between

business and organised crme
E

e, i
LSo where does Elliot Ness fit
o well, not all bosses

parks and public toilets and the
chance encounter in the street,

Orton's plays, with their
openly homosexual characters,
were considered outrageous,
even filthy, in hisday. They pale
beside his life. But they con-
fronted the hypocrisy and pre-
judice of the period. In that,
they were an early part of the
struggle for gay liberation,

Prick Up Your Ears
est look at Orton's life and
work, is a fitting tribute to that
struggle.

— Graham Willen

arrived too lale

‘benefitted from the partnership
An alliance of corrupt building
union leaders and building
suppliers made commercial
construclion Very expensive.
The building bosses, their
lawyers and bankers, alrcady
organised in opposition to
militant unionists” calls for a
closed shop, became concerned
about crime i Chicago in the
late 1920s

Crime hit profits. Bribes were
starting to hurt. By 1930, the city
was bankrupt and could not
provide the services that
employers €xpeet from local
government

S0 when crime threatened
profits, business hit back. The
TV Elliot Ness, who was based
on the autobiography of a minor
Treasury cop. could not nail the
major crime czar of Chicago, Al
Capone. But Capone Wwas
eventually done for tax cvasion.
Despite his money an
influence, Capone was unable to
reach a detenic with the
American ruling class, In 1932
they jailed him for ten years.

There was no doubt who ran
Chicago now. A class that Elliot
Ness and his Untouchables

ver touch...

could ne e 7 Goldior
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Is that all there
is to the circus?

EGGY LEE once did a

marvellous song which
went, “/s that all there is to the
circus?"”

"\4 m m ed [?’
wvulgar, phi

e dark, A

Paul Kkeating's
White may be wrang a
s right a

There is a good r
emptiness. It
particularly emply
Australian nationalism
i

about the same time —
French and the American:
led any stru

liberty and equality
old order

The best ours coull
miserable Rum Rebellion
and sgualid coup by Mac
and the NSW Corps offic
protect their corrupt rum t
Qur early b
intent on butcher

ploiting &
and grabbing land
onstanding up

on the lie that “we'
workers, rich and p
and ruled, are one nat
two.

Aunscmonau the Tall Ships.
A kindergarien phrase and
concepl with which to mark the
nallon's supposed maturity.

In Melbourne, afts

PAGE 1

OLLOWING this reeea!mg
charade, | went hom
walch Ausiralia Live. Compi ed
by Channels Two, Nine and SBS,
this had the more sophisticated
palriotism of the TV indusiry's
liberals. But the m: ssaguwasthe

nl:'\e — we are all “one naliol

d
mitment to multicultural

That is why, presumably, the

government has given an Order

OPING to glimpse the big
Land Rights march j
| tuned in to the
alia Day telecast,
ad got 1

Thal way, wa can wrlle Durclw:
mslury inslead of being passive
spectalors as a “vulgar, philistine”
\:Iass Irlverlts itforus.
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L ABOR GOVT w

One pound
or two?

HAVING PAID the second tier
rise to public servants the go-
vernmenl wants its pound of
flesh. But it may facc a fight in

rtment of Social Securily
where it’s trying 1o grab two

nds.

The grab’s in three arcas By
collapsing  grades together 1t
avoids paying higher duties ]
also hopes by this broadbanding
1 ereate a pool of workers who
can do any job across the band.
allowing management o cover
gaps rather than cmploy stafl
(With DSS's stress-related ab-
senteeism the government i
keen on this) And because of
productivity gains made hy these
changes, it intends “harvesting”
renting} stafl.

Despite their proclaimed op
pasition 1o the second tier
ACOA officials accepted it, sold
it 1o members and attacked mil-
itants for opposing il Secretary
Doug Lilly bleated at al recent
union workshop that this deal
was hetter than others though
nol as good as in Telecom and
Australia Post. (If the last two
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gre betier than ours were 10
arife; in Australia Post for the
cost of $2 million in wages M
apement will save $32 million:
i Telecom iUs $36 million and
$134 millian.)

He added that if the govern
ment picks up more than the 4
percent over ime. “in a couple
of years we could pick up a
work value increase” We live in
hope. &

Gary McMorran of APSA
was blunter but no better, claim
eement was bad for
APSA members, but it was n
place und we could only ey
some “dum control,” DSS
members have fought militant
battles without much help from
their officials i the past. They
look like having to do il again.

UNION-BUSTING w

No frolic at
Robe River

LIKE old generals reliving an
old batile, the millionaire press
keeps on going back to Robe
River o gloat. Latest has been
the Bulletin, in an article which
announces that *Robe River has
been made to work.”

The report reads like a press
release from Charles Copeman's
office. It rehashes all the “rort”
siories, with rapacious unions
and money-hungry workers who
lived a “year round frolic” of
“swimming. snorkelling  and
sail-boarding.”

The Bulletin es out that
everything is now hunky-dory
following Peko's union-busting
exercise. Morale is “extremely
high, say middle management
people who plainly relish being
in control once more ... The real
lesson of Robe River is that suf-
ficiently tough-minded manage:
ment can bludgeon the system (o
produce a tolerably fair and
reasonable efficient result”

“Fair for whe comments
Robe River militant Graeme
Haynes on the Bufletin PR job.
He points oui that the famous
284 “restrictive work praclices
and conditions” were merely
ways of making the harsh Pilba-
ra environment tolerable for dai-
ly living. The reports of “rorts’
were invariably distortions. And
Peko was previously happy o
pay oul for the conditions that
did exist

“What happened 15
that the price of iron ore fell —
that is the whole point of the

Charles Copeman enthuses 10
the Bufferin that productivity 1s
up 100% and Peka 1s producing
three million tonnes more with
400 peaple less

But Graeme Haynes |
the human cost. “Four hundred
people have left, with no redu
dangy payments. Many others
would leave if they could afford
it. [ don’t know any unionist
wants to stay. For morale they
have dislocated communibies,
suicide and miscarmages, heart
break and disenchantment. Anc
conditions arc going backwards
faster that it took to establish
them

Charles Copeman: poll
career?

Ironically, the ACTU's Bill
Kelty counts Robe River as a
victory for the union movement
Why? Because Charles Cope:
man tried 1o operate outside the
Industrial Commission, but was
forced back within the system

Even that sick joke has fallen
flat. Peko has withdrawn from
the existing industral agreement
t brimful of confidence, is
negatiating for a new award. It
wanis Lo eut conditions hike extra
leave provisions, so important to
people  working  in remote
localities.

And Charles Copeman? He's
Just resigned from Peko and is
interested in a political career.
And with mates like he has at
the Bulletin, he should have no
trouble in getting started.

TECHNOLOGY ;W’

Hacker power

cal

derground has the (e h:m\ugi- |
he COMPULET- sayyy .\."

position hl”'""““””"\‘;\hr‘.
into TV news hroadeagls. b
ducing alermative . Pile

Intormatio
EOVErmen
1, and developing \\(\Ml\hinl‘
and distribution n\tcumh-\l\aill
spread  the  opposition’s Callsg

that  contradicts
da

quickly and efficiently” Com
puter disks are also easy 1o de
tray while the eops are breakng

down your door

The article cnds by expressing
fears about what western dissi;
dents could do with computers

HOUSING: W
Don’t bank on
cheap loans

IN THE Autumn, a hanker's
fancy lightly turns to thoughts
of screwing the home-buyer ...
Each March, Canberra and
anks work out a new arran-
:nt on home ges
thirds of mortgages are still
n the old regulated rate of
13.5%. Since other interest rates
¢n in the 15-16%

nave

in recenl years, the banks are
really miffed that ordinary peo
ple ar cted from

N
ation via the “free mar-

So the banks are trying a cyn-
this year. Flush with
cash deposited by speculators
Neeing the stock market crash,
L awe pushed unregulated
rates down just helow
Victoria's State Bank 15
the most blatant, pegging them
at exactly 13.4%

The bankers hope that the
uyers, lured by
‘lower rate il clamour for
deregulation of existing morl:
gages. The banks would then put
them on a foating rate, maybe
saving them a few bucks for &
few months. But informed indus-
Iy opinion is thal mortgage
rates will bounce back up o |
16% within six months, The
banks would make a killing

Sadly for the banks, the public
is smarter than they thought
The only ¢lamour for deregula-
tion comes from Kris Kallaghan.
the bilious president of the Real
Estate Institte. In Kallaghans
case, it is pure self interest
speaking. His only worry is at
people on regulated rates are
unlikely to sell their houses and
buy new ones T means No
commissions for Kris and his

ical pla

naive  home

red he would go “back to

block of support the ALP

strikers for the crime of abusing

N MAY 1978 Wran's cops
k

y promises about prison re-
form came to nothing. The Na-

Wran decided to re-build Ba-

security prison at Parklea.
By 1979 ull pretences of being

u

dispute, Wran introduced anti-
strike legislation no different ©
that of Liberal governments. In

Lotto to Murdoch and Packer.

Basic Barrie behind the election
eightball

ON THE !‘fl‘::fxlc.wl'aalw._Cﬂ
To h)gwaeﬁe

was gagged.
In 1981 young Aborigine Ed
die Murray was found dead,

ina police cell in Wee Waa
in northern NSW. Abonginal
s in custody were Rever
still aren’t any concern o
the state ALP government

By the time e 1981 clee-
tion Labor's record included
{000 unemployed teachers, clo
spital wards, cutbacks
in nursing staff, and an atempt
to take the right 10 strike away
from railway workers. By the
end of 1953 the only public
sector workers who hadn't suf-
fered at least one attack from the
Wrin government were police
and prison officers

sure of |

Y 1985 Housing Commis-

sion waiting lists were three
times longer than when Labor
ok office. Squatters who occu-
pied vacant Housing Commis-
sion properties wef evicted by
police and bulldozers. The
houses were then gutted. ren-
dered uninhabitable, and renain
so 10 this day.

In 1985, teacher Richand
O'Neil was sacked for opposing
staffing cuts, Wran ren ked.
In this modern day and age v
must jettison some of the shi
boleths like not sacking strk-

was pushed through despite pub-  always influence whal today’s
lic protest, while public transport alienated youth are dong.
remained starved for funds

In late 1986 the insurance N 80, no one should
companics demanded higher  A-Jshudder at the prospect of
profits. Obediently, Labor set Greiner victory. ALP govern-
about butchering the workers' —ments only offer the reforms

y: that capitalism can afford, and

since 1974 Australian capital-
ism has afforded precious few.
Apart from that, Labor govern-
ments implement strategies for
capitalism, such as Bob Hawke's
Accord or the Cain govern-
ment's economic strategy in Vic-
toria. Even this can't be said of
SW Labar.
In the Land of the Right Wing
Machine Men, the ALP govern-
ment developed a strategy of no
stralegy, simply occupying the
crease and hoping that self pub-
licity and working class hatred
of the Libs would keep it there.
Elcetions became an argument
about who was more capable
and efficient at clobbering us.
toral) frLnes . ible trade unionists and

Just as Labor i office has calists will consider the inde-
been “pragmatic” from Start 10 pongonys The Mawama Labor
finish, the 1.|t§rmh.- are desper- poo” formed by ex-ALP
ately light on in the policy area. ol such as George Pe-
About ull they can think of 1S erien who led the hght o de
aw and order. They would 10 g compo, should poll well on
crease criminal penallies, BIYE o S Coast, They certainly
judges the power to order thata  georve u vote. Independenis
prisoner  never  be released, (o gy Jack Mundey might do
toughen up parole requireMEnts. e in Sydncy.

compensation system in 1987
Weekly compensation rafes
were cul, workers deprived of
the right to sue employers for
pence in common  law
courts, and bosscs relieved of
any obligation to provide suita-
blé jobs for partially incapacitat-
ed workers. As a result, work-
place safery standards are fal-
ling.

So when Barrie Unsworth
suddenly promises 1o go “hack
to basics’, it's no wonder the
voters aren't interested. But if
Basic e is behind the &
toral eight ball, it's not as if the
Libs have done anything fo de-
serve the improvement in their

©

Rt sreedy mates. .
.Th'h:mn:;a T % gm “n}#\tr: [:]W.“ “i“-h the widely g ‘inl»yl.nr Paul Keating had In 1979 and 1980 Wran cul  ers” A year later the ALP go-  tighten bail oo Afml Tn!r But whoever is elf‘m" (p
i i p ‘;‘. ’“'J'_‘""‘" work prac- S often worry that seemed disinclined to dercgt {housands of jobs in hospitals, vernment that had no funds for  wanl 10 punish parents i[“fntvsr‘_ enemy will remain in power,
i m:) Ir?ad{-mﬁ\} p‘mﬁl;‘  technological change will streng-  [ate. Bui don't count on Paul. schools and public transport. In  health or education discovered it Lpulim‘;n cfnr:lr.\l.“ Jl;:e e and we will have 1o fight them as
Db 0 e ﬁ:d c again, they'll - then the contral of ruling elites. This momh, the pressure wil 1980 when ALP backhencher could afford Disneyland proc warko Fpm"jﬂ_u W:‘m L in the past.
s tivo iy |$ more resiric- - But il can work the other way, really come on rom Labors George Peersen atiempled 1o jecls. Legislation for o monoruil  parts 0 oyr i’y s Lrie Peterseit
i lh'Ll\i;[:me' erhaps  they'll Daramation magazine reports  new-found mates in the world of decrminalise homosexuality, he and the Darling Harbour project position o kenprisCR s
ink & hours sleep is too much,”  that in Poland the dissident un-  finance SOCIALIST ACTION— PAGE 3
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STATE POLITICS

Expo 88: the greatest sham
on earth

ACCORDING TO its prom-
oters, Expo "88 in Brisbane
celehrates “'a progressive sys-
tem which everyone henefits
from”. Who will Expo really
benefit?

No doubt some of the 30,000
millionaires in this country will
make @ quid out of it through
trade contacts or whatever, but
it’s not clear what's in it for the
more than 2% million living bel-
ow the poverty line

90% of the 300,000 people
who consider themselves Abori-
gines fall into that second cale
gory, and they along with white
supporiers will be demonstrating
for land rights during this high-
light of the Bicentenary. Organ
isers are expecting thousands of
people 1o converge on Brishane,
and suppont for land rights by
trade uniomsts is currently being
explored

Land rights protestors should
not be the only ones marching
What the Queensland govern-
ment portrays as the fantasy
world of Expo is more like a
nightmare for a lot of people

The safety record on the con
strugtion site is & horror story in
itsell. Accidents happen all the
time. The most recent one was
on 18 February. when a plaster
board ceiling fell and injured
five workers in the Japan pavil-
ion. In August last year a 35 year
old labourer died from injuries
suffered after falling from scaf-
folding in the Quecnsland pavil-
1on. And on 2 February this year,
d 25 year old painter was elec-
trocuted when his metal ladder
touched an unearthed, uninsulai-
ed wire on the floor of the same
pavilion.

Workers on the entire site
walked off the job as soon as
news of the second death got
around. The accidents were not
unconnected with the fact that
almost all the safety officers on
the site were put there by the
Queensland government,

Queensland pavilion workers
have now elected their own

safety officer. But the construc-
ton . companies  €MErge S0
quickly it's impossible for him to
cover all areas

When Expo opens, working
conditions will be no better. The
Queensland government and the
Trades and Labor Council haye
negotiated special awards which
seriously undermine wages and
conditions, One  dangerous
precedent is the loss of penalty
rates. During “core time” be-
tween 7 am and midnight, a
casual bar attendant will receive
$9.52 an hour. This includes a
200 percent loading so that the
employer 1s not liable for sick
leave or holiday pay.

Those working i hospitality
must be available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. The
boss can make you work any
hours, providing the &0 hour
fortnight limit isn't exceeded. By
comprison, non-Expo bar at-
tendants work a 38 hour week,
beyond which the relevant pe-
nalty rates apply. Their pay in-
cludes a 24 percent loading for
sick leave and holiday pay

To top it all off, the TLC has
d a “no swrike at Expo”
agreement with the government,
whereupon the ALP spokesper-
son for Industrial Affairs ap-
plauded the government for be.
ing less confrontationist than in
the past

West End and South Bris-
hane residents have heen trying
1o fight Expo since it was first
announced. The pradual rede-
velopment of the area since the
arly1980s has had a massive
effect

n their lives,

West End was a source of low
cost imner city accomodation
Factories and “unpleasant in-
dustry" discouraged the trendies
from moving in. Most of the
houses had been built to ace
odate working class people. This
has now changed as the city
council and state government
spread the Central Business Dis-
trict across the river. Factories
have been demolished to make

"
Y
.

tor smart office blocks.

The Concerned Residents Ac
tion Group formed to fight these
developments, and their public
meetings attracted hundreds ¢
people. But instead of mobilising
them for action, the Concern

esidents formed a commitie
zgotiate with the €
AL this point the fight wa

t End now carries five

nes more traffic, and residents
ace a constant battle with air
ind noise pollution

Rental  accomodation 5
are out of control. One 3 bed
room house in West End which
currently costs $150 per week
(that's already far too much) will
cost $350 during Expo. Local
residents find the rent being
jacked up, or they face eviction,
A Southside Urban Resca
Group survey showed that in
West End over the last 12
months there has been u 63 per
cent increase in house rents,

If that's not enough, a “sight
and sound extravaganza® will
light up the sky every night dur-
ing Expo. A total of 46 hours of
noisy firecrackers and
music will remind everyone in a
7 km radius that “Brishane's
such a great place to be.”

Louise Walker

loud .

MELBOURNE

w

Green
pylons!

HOW TO make an 8 km pow-
erline passing through parkland
on ten-storey pylons “unobiru-

sive”? The Victorian govern-
ment’s answer: paint the pylons
green!

Not convinced? You'll under
stand how residents feel in
seven Melbourne suburbs the
line will pass through, and how
they hout another worrying

problen h nisk. Evi-
dence that radiation
from | powerlines

can cause nausea, nervous dis
orders, birth defects and cancer

They admit the evidence 1s
inconclusive. But they'd like the

sefore it's built

Residents have mobilised 10
stop construction, holding public
meetings and rallies, and prov
testing at worksites, They've
also looked to unions for Sup-
port. The State Electricit Cont
mission headed off a threatened
blackban on the whole project
with & S100 a week site allo
wance, but a Trades Hall ban
still applies on work near Rich
mond High School

Whether the Trades Hall
bureaucrats’ fricnds in the ALP
can get this ban lifted remains (&
be seen, Either way, a baite will
still be fought in the suburbs

Rubert Srainsft

INTERNATIONA

FTER YEARS of

having it almost all their
own way, Margaret Thatcher
and her big business friends
suddenly find themselves face
to face with a new mood
among British workers,

In recent weeks, nurses and
other hospital workers,
mine supervisors, Channel-ferry
workers have all been out on
strike. Demonstra st
right tacks on women
and gays have filled the streets of
d other major citics
workers have
stion, winning

coal

ns

wing

the next few
ather hospitals

et

10, 6000
struck and
SUppE

1sands in other

known 1t
nearh:

striking

EANWHILE, the Ford
Motor Company has
suffered its first national strike in
ten years. Workers solidly
rejected a pay offer put to them
by their union officials and then
went on, in a secrel ballot, 10
demand strike action, The offer
— a six per cenl pay rise in
return for trading off hard won
working ditions — was
contemptibic. Workers looked
at Ford’s massive profit of last
year (L350 million) and at the
Chairman’s £95,000 a
¥ 1 decided they wanted a
share of what's going around.
But they also understand that
the trade-of(s were only the thin
end of the wedge. In recent
vears, through speed ups and
sackings, Ford has increased its
output from & cars per worker
per year to 17. But its major

(tkons of the rank and file. This

and Labour Party leaders has
or ers gays meant they have lost touch with
) s

andwomen give *

working class that is on the

Maggieajolt

e their
srtance. Channel-lerry
1L ouL gally and

1 week after the
t ordered them to
ork. Finally, their

fficials, ternfied

would be

funds
aded them Lo returm
But the fact remains

hat

st

i

e

h

d

that even the more conservative
ports like Dover were on strike, £
reflecting a very
moad of anger and producing
the sealarers’ first truly naticrmeal
strike since 1966,

In the coal mines, it was the

the Alton Bill all
country. Trade unions, which

widespread 80
government
make it illegal to “promote
homasexuality™.

s made it harder {or the union
7 ats and politicians to
ntrol grassroots militancy.

Nor is it just the organised

ove. A private member's bill

by David Alton, a right wing
MP, that seeks to reduce the
period during which abortions'
can he le
28 weeks lo I8) is producing a

y performed (from

orm of protest
Any restriction on abortion
ighis is a blow at women's right

to control therr own bodies,

makes Alton’s Bill

particularly brutal 15 that it will
mast seriously
women. Without decent sex
cducation and praper support
they are often unaware that they

sly affect younger

re pregnant {or some time and
ven then may leave the decision

to have an abartion tll very late

N mid-January ftens of
thousands marched against
over the

ave had a good history of

supporting abortion rights, were
well represented. Aetivists have
organised megtings, pickets and

emos to maintain the

momentum.

Thatcher amd her party are

also on the rampage againsi

ays. The government is backing
amendment 1o the local
Act that would a

The fighthack has been

pit supervisors, who worked all  extraordinary. Twelve thousand
Ihrou; the 1984-85 Miners lesbians, gay men and their
Strike. that were out for better  Supparters marthed ‘hf““k'rf
pay. A rash of smaller, often Londonon January 9. A couple

local, actions among different
sections of the working class has

alairol ¢

contributed to the g

militancy.
N EVERAL factors have
combined to make this

upheaval possible. To begin
with, Thatcher has overplayed
her hand in attacking
National Health Service. In her
seal to destroy the last vestiges of
British “soci: " she forgot
that frade union awarenes:
been gradually growing among
nurses and other health workers.
And she paid no regard to the
fact that 92 per of people
depend on the NHE

Thateher also underestimated
the impact that a limited upturn
in the economy has had on
workers' COMNSCIOUSNESS,
Suddenly there are shorlages of
<killed labourin some areds, and
this gives some unionists added
h:llg‘uimn power and greater
confidence. At the same time the
rightward rush of Brilish uniomn

al a
Manchester.

away, the lesson, that
action can win, is likely 1o be
the firmly imprinted on the political
agenda for sume lime,

of weeks later an A1DS candle
light vigil att racted 10,000. Then

wn February 20, 15000 marched
mational demo held in

Whether this current wave of
esistance continues or ebbs
irect

Graham Willeu
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High-speed crash
LIFE in the fast lane is
somewhat SloWer since
\he stockmarket crash.

The average price ofa
second-hand Porsche
92854 has lallen $10.000
since Octoper — the
result of a glut on the
used car market caused
by yuppies who can no
longer afford sports
cars!

Main event

IT'S NOT hard to tell
what the main event in
Sydney was on Australia

Day.

The telephonistsat the
Bicentennial Information
Centre report that most
callers wanted to know
how to meet up with the
Aboriginal protest

marchers!

Pay backs

WE'VE heard of welfare
cuts, butl this is
ridiculous..

County authorities In
wisconsin, USA are
sending demands for
repayment to old people
who received welfare
during the Depression!

Don't accuse them of
hard-heartedness,
though. They don'try 1o
collect until the recip-
jents are dead. Then
they bill their heirs!

Clean-up campaign
THERE'S a bad smell
about the Labor Party
nowadays, but the party
blames ils candidates
rather than its policies. A
handbook issued to ALP

| House reds

candidates Tor the NSW
state election Insirucls
them: "Use a deodorant
bathe or shower reg:

ularly Durng intensive
campaigning, showering
3 or mare times a day
may be required tokeep
you fresh andconfident.”

An attack of Crabbs

VICTORIAN Police
Minister Steve Crabb s
more paranoid than
ever, following the
schemozzle of his raid
onthe BLF office. He has
posted a fulltime
security guard outside
his parliamentary officz.
Even John Cainissaid to
be amazed

But then maybe we've
got it wrong. Maybe the
guard is there to protect
the public from Steve
Crabb,

“FOR a lighter meal out, when the bank balance is
low, skip the vogue styles and iry one or two of the
nicer Rhine rieslings...Or, if it mustbe chardonnay.

| Orlanda's AF and Seppelt’s are very palatable

Cosmopolitan magazine? The wine column in one

| of the more upmarket daily papers? No it's that
‘ hard-hitting organ of class struggle, the Communi 51

Party's Australian Left Review.

Make Russ

isappear

STAR of the Fitzgerald Inquiry, Russ Hinze, is more
worried about his figure than his repultation for

corrupliof

n.

Th:nbeanhaglha( walks has spent $900 for a week
atan exclusive Camp Eden health farm. Welght loss
was a meagre 4 kilograms from his 155 kilo (24

stone) bulk

At that rate, another $34,000 should see the

fund, kicks
Aponymaus from
Otreensiand.

Joh's secrel

THE Brisbane Courfer
Mail interviewed Joh
Bjelke Petersen
him?) last
manth. In passing, 1hey
asked what the secrel of
impromptuspeaking
was. “You've just got to

invent things,” replied
Bjelke.

Not that Mik hern s
proving muc better
mind. The Queensiand
Teachers Un points

out that under Bjelke in
1987, education funding
was $105 mill
the national
30,000 childre:
oversized ©

teacher numbers were
frozen. Under Ahern in
1988, education funding

is $196 million below the
national average, 60,000
children are in c
classes, and
numbers have be
by 700. The ne
Iooks awfully like the old
broom, Mike

Born-again Barbie

THE Baby Boomers had
Barbieand Ken, Mow the
eighties generat
the “Special Blessing,

dolls 1o teach them
traditional vali
Cashing on
America's born-again
religious cult, Kenner

Parker Toys has brought
out a family of cherubic

Rapulsive One disappear altogether d
herehy announces a public "Make Auss Disappear”
it off with $100
ugethany”, near Kingaray, in

Cheap Shots

kindly sent by

wide-eyed daolls wi
suitably biblical names

Abigail, Angela
Christina and Matihe
Blessing. Clair )
‘develop faith and
tradition”, the dolls knee:
and clasp their hands in
prayer, the latter being
achieved by the i
of Melcro. We kid
not

Flagging interest
AUSTRALIA Post
gone into the flag-sel
5. For a gre

eyl
Land Rights

sell you a

flag
TheLand Rights f

flags depictin
Hour", a drunken
hant, and a sk
crossbones. Presur
allthree oft

nded use Dy
supporters of the First
Fleet Regnactme

Chauvinist corner

SOME men's vision of
women still hasn't

much beyond 1
kitchen sink. Fashi
designer Keni Vale
says he based las
(northern) autur r
of women's clo
the shape of a
Joy dishwa

sald

Id be more womanly

shape

w the bottle and
This is 1! ‘What
the Joy bottle? |
ried Palmolive, but
wasn't as

been arguing recently that (GST) of 10 percent was intro-
Hawke and Keating should fol- duced in October 1986. Last
low the lead of New Zealand’s year industrial relations le

Labor government.

Under the headline “NZ's
bold economic plan 1o make big
waves here,” the Financial
Review applauded David
Lange's move 1o lower the top
marginal income tax rate Lo 3307
for incomes over $30.875. his
reduction of tax on corporate
profits to 28%. and his plans to
cul the government debt by a
third through a comprehensive

sell-off of state assels,

(his may be good mews for
business but it's bad news for the

working class.

bour market

A universal consumption ax

tion aimed at increasing “real
wage flexibility” (they mean
boosting the rate of exploitation
of labour) and eliminating “la-
dities™
weakeming (he unions) came in.

Employers and the govem-
menl want more “enterprise har-
gaining” in which real wages are
tied to changes in productivity
and profitability. So they have
made strenuous efforis (o under-
mine the national award system
which currently ensures that all
workers covered by the national
award in an industry sharc the
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gisla-

new State

lie,

same basic wage scale

The government is also get-
ting stuck into public employees
The Prime Minister sacked two
thirds of New Zealand's coal
miners with no wamin,

means that from 1 Apnl, condi-
tions of employment usually as
sociated with the public sector
will be scrapped including annu
al leave, equal opportunity pro-
visions, meril criteria for ap-
pointments, housing for remaote

are next in line for the knife. A
Royal Commission for Social
Policy, which reports later this

The
Sector legislation

Zealand

. The South Pacific Thatchers

ou [NANC| ;
B AINANCIAL press have year, has becn set up to justify

reduced g
ture and control

Government
creased from $18 billion in 1984
to $42 billion in 1988, Nearly all
of this extra debt results from
handouts 1o business. N

The aim of these measures 15
1o raise profit rates.
treasury
clear when it called in 1984 for
“a fall in the real wage rate in
relation to productivity | order

.rnment  expendi

debt  has -

The New
made  this

areas, child care, flexi-time and  to employers to find mort
sexual harassment clauses profitable o increase produc-
Health, education and welfare  tion.” In New Zealand like any-

where clse, the system can onlY
work at our expense.

_ Brian Roper

.

BT T

FOR YEARS, public opinion in the west sympathised wi

was accused of anti-semitism. Yet todayyi't igincreasiv:g[;rlz::::'ti;?fhny\one“fh° opposed it

Zionist mt_:»vement which created it are reactionary. They oppress the g isragh o Are

attack their pelghbours. Atthe same time Israel has become, as Trotsk A eds_tmuan b

bloody trap' for the Jews themselves JEFF GOLDHAR explains the orrg?r:: olfcé?griic,srr‘g:g;i;a
nd the

struggle to overthrow the Israeli

state today.

|srael's leaders toast “lo life”; Arab youth arrested on the West Bank

Israel: ‘watchdog’ for
imperialism

¢6 W NDEPENDENCE for Palestine!”
't a new ery. It was the main
n for the 1936 Palestine General
Strike. Every town, city and village had
some sort of organisation supporting
that massive struggle. Workers stayed

home. Shops, businesses and markets

closed dow Transport and
communications ground to a halt

e sLrike was & reve nst British rule

stine. During it the British army

. arrested 2500 more and

dynamited 5000 homes. To comb: 1
guerril I 1o kick out imper
their air force strafed the countryside

The b apher of the “socialist” David

Ben-Gurion, lsracl’s first prime minis
dismisses the strike in two paragraphs, being
more interested in how Ben-Gurion tn led to
negotiate with the Palestinian ruling class
Why?

The strike was limited 10 Aralb workers,
drah senlements and Arah businesses It
was an Arab revolt against British
imperialism and Lheir supporiers in
Palestine. During it Jewish settlers altacked
Palestinian villages. Jewish “socialists” as
well as reactionaries supported a colonial
power against workers and peasanis. Why?

As well a5 claiming an allegiance 10

socialism y also subscribed to another
Ziomsm. 115 ideology had the
most of the Jews in Palestine
and ses alike and &
minority of Jews in Europe, the Americas
nd Australia

I Zionist movement’s support of
imperialism in 1936 was not an histar cal
aberration. From its very beginmngs there
ance and dependence
penialism

ment
support of

me

has always been anal
ween Zionism and

TONISM developed late last century as

f 4a response to the violent an -semifism
(hatred of Jews) in Eastern Europe. It wasa
i sophy that urged anti-
table. Non-Jews were
c. No social change
it was

inherently anti-ser

could do away with the proble

futile to fight it. The solution 1o anti-
semitism was for the Jews to sel up their
own state.

The ninetcenth century imperialist
scramble had devoured virtually all the
inhabited countries on earth. The early
Zionist leaders realised they didn't have @
hope of convineing ANy of the imperialist
nations to give up some of their home
Lerritory for a Jewish state but colonies
were a different mat

So early Zionist \eader Theodore Her#l

journeyed from country (o eountiy pulling
aseparate Jewish state. Heeven
visited the Russian Police Minister Plehve
ravimg anti-semite who had just o i
the 1903 pogrom (massacre) ags
Jews of Kishenev

Herzl assured him that the Kishenev
events would not be diseussed at the
forthcoming Zionist Congress. Herzl was
convinced that it was possible1otome o an
understanding with one's [liercest
adversanies when their intercsts coincided
with yours

A contemporary of Herzl's, Lenin, had
other ideas, as did the other revolutionanes
who nted to arpanise opposition to
sarisr and its pogroms He argued: “The
Tearist police. in alfiance with the
fandowners and the eapitalists, organised
pogroms against the Jews. They try and
divert the haired of workers and  the
a1l s against the Jews . . . It is nul ihe
who are the enemies of working
. Their enemies are ihe capitalists of

the case

ed
inst the

pe
all countries.”

In the end it was the British who gave the
mostpractical responses. o the early
Zionists. Uganda and Cyprus were bandied
aboul as possible homelands. But it was
Palestine where the interess of the British
empire and Jewish historical links
coingided

Britain necded 4 reliable Middle Eastern
pase, and who would be beuer than
Furopean settlers o cope with growing
Arab nationalism and suleguard the Suez

“anal. "
By the end of \he First Waorld War.
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Britain had promised & Jewish homeland in
Palestine. Lord Ballour. 0 whose name the
declaration was signed. had previously
islation designed 10 stem
tion Lo Britain

MPERIALISTS and their allies have
Iﬂﬂrnjnmiﬁcll(he adventures by arguing
that the people they conquer arc less
civilized, cultured or intelligent  than
themselves. Racism has always heen a
hallmark. And so it was in Palestine.
Zionism, which supposedly began as a
solution 1o racism, increasingly took on
racist characleristic:

The policy of ongquering the land.
labour and trade” meant evicting
Palestinians from their land, picketing
Jewish employers to stop them hiring Arab
workers, and destroying Arab farm produce
that Jews might want to buy. Arabs were
farbidden 1o join Jewish trade unions or
kibbutzim (collegtive farms). An economic
apartheid was created.

Although sympathetic to Zionism
Britain began to get worried about Arab
antagonism 1o its rule. Four Arab general
strikes in ten years, culminating with the
1936 General strike, forced Britain to limit
Jewish immigration o Palestine.

Al the end of the Second World War
Brtish imperialism dumped the Zionists
They were only one of Britain's clients and,
unlike the Arab states, had no oil. The war
emphasised the importance of oil

Israel turned to the United States, with its
rieh and powerful Jewish community and its
great resources. The editor of the Israeli
paper Haareiz knew in 1951 what that
cnlailed:

“Israel is 1o become the watchdog. There
is no fear that Israel witl underioke an)
aggressive policy towards the Arah siates
when this would explicitly contradict the
wishes af the US and Britain. But if for any

Arms deal
with fran?
| thought
| was
signing
my sub lo
Socialist
Action . . .
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reasons e wesiern pOowers should
cometimes prefer (o close their eVes. fsrael
can he relied upon 10 punish one or seve ral
neighharing Jhrose discourresy (o e
west went the bounds of 1
permissitle.”

The US doesnt stint in paying for its
“watchdog”. Between 1978 and 1982, Israel
received 4865 of all US military aid and 35%
of all US economic aid. Since the 1952
invasion of Lebanon, the aid budget has
tripled. This does not include cheap loans,
weapons at discount  prices and tax
deduetible “chanitable™ contributions from
US citizens.

Ronald Reagan explained America’s
enthusiasm for lsracl just alter he was
elected in 1980 by saying that Israel was
combal ready” and has a “combal-
experienced miliar) a force in the
Micidle East that 15 aciually af henefii ro us.
If there was na Israel with tha force, we's
frave 10 supply that with our own.*

Because Israel is virtually an armed camp,
with one of the biggest military machines in
the world — far out of proportion to the size
of its economy it could not survive
without outside aid. This makes 1t more
dependent on the United States than it
would like. Conseguently the Zionist stale
has always sought to expand its borders, in
order to huild itscconomy up 1o asize where
it could be sclf-sustaining. This explains
why Israel has ofien attacked its neighbours
without the full approval of the great
powers,

N 1956 Egyptian president Nasser

nationalised the Suez Canal, which had ’
‘heen controlled by Britain and France

Israel d d the more reluct
and French governments into
adventure 1o grab the canal back
time they had miscalculated. The move did
not suit Washington's interests, and the
aggressors were [orced to withdraw

Againin 1982, the American government
was content (o see Israeli troops invade
Lebanon to try to wipe out the PLO. But
Israel had otherintentions as well, and soon
set about trying to tic southern Lebanon®
into its economy with the longer term aim of
annexing 1t. This was thwarted only by
fierce resistance from the local population

So the watch-dog sometimes bites on its
own volition, Nevertheless, Isracl had the
full support of the US and Britain when it
launched its assault against Jordan, Syria
and Egypt in 1967. lsraeli military
authorities have long since debunked the
myth that their country had to atack
because ils own security was threatened
The purpose of the war was something guite
different. It was directed against Arab
nationalist governments like that of Nasser,
who was reviled by Western leaders in the
fifties and sixties in much the same way that
Colonel Gaddafi is today i

The British Daiflv Telegraph thanked
Isracl: “The West must he profoundly
graweful (0 Israel . . . President Nasser has
long heen a danger 1o the West and 1o world
peace. He may not be so much fonger.”

But while Nasser had never really been a
threat to western imperialism sinee the Suez
events, the Arab defeat in the 1967 war
created a new force thal was Lo pose a more
serious challenge 1o the greal powers and
their lIsracli client: the Palestinian

_PAGE 8 — SOCIALIST ACTION

HE PALESTINIANS had be,
out of Israel by naked terror

On 9 April 1948 the Trgun, ilp;rl- \
fanatical Zionist mililia, cntereg )
Palestinian of Délr Ve
inhabitants were given 15 mwnun—‘.nﬂ’.llh
Then the soldiers awacked ¥l
Reynier of the Red Cross s

£ driyey

village

e
Jacques de
e ‘uw the regyly

first room was dark, everything

in disorder, but there Was no ore: o
sécand-amid disenbe el o
allsoris of debris, Ianuiwm.-hmm-.' o
Here the ‘cloaniily (ot had Si AR
machine guns, then hand grenades. [ ‘h”-h
been finished off with knives, anvore mus
see that.” o

Diriven out of Isracl, dispersed and liyin,
n the slums of Arab cities and in n.’\ug[‘!;‘
camps, the Palestinians first looked to the
Arab states 1o defend their interests.

They had bitter experiences in 1948, when
the ruling feudal families of the Arab states
put up token resistance o the
establishment of Lsrael. The Arab rulers had
| to fight

no w They mobilised a mere
15,000 troops from a papulation of 4
million Ar to fight 100,40 Israelitroops
drawn from the 600,000 strong Jewish
population of Palestine

Palestinians rally

By 1967 the hopeful

that the nationalist

Palestinians were
and

cgimes 10 Syris

Egypt, well armed hy the Soviet Lnton
would be a maich for the Zionist
juggernaut, The erushing defeat of Arab
arms in only six days, and the occupationot
the West Bank, Gazaand the Golan H

which brutal

followed.
disillusionment

bhrought

O IT was no wonder that a mood 00
independent armed struggle hegan 10
grow amongst Palestinians, paﬂlﬂlllﬂ!
among the youth who were inspired by (¢
m
or

med in 1964, In 1965 1t
against

The PLO was [
launched the first armed attack

But in these early years it ¥%
effectively controlled by the Egyptia?
government. After 1967 new Palestinia?
forces emerged, most importantly Al Fatah.
led by Yassir Arafat, and the P1 0 becamed
genuine, independent movement

Israel

The PLO fought a twelve hour battle
against the fsracli army at the small
Jordanian town of Kar in March 1968.
Pictures of burnt-out Isracli tanks appeared

in the Arab press. Recruils poured into the
E

PLO n King Hussein of Jordan
declared “We are all fedaveen (guernillas)
now!”

Butas the Palestinian resistance g d
became more radical, it became a threat to
Hussein, the majority of whose ressed
subjects were Palestin In September

1970 — Black Sep r — het on
the guerrillas and dr them out of Jordan
by force. The PLO r d its base 10
Lebanan

In Lebanon the PLO formed alliances
with the lefi-leaning Musl and Druze

eommunities, who were d
rights with the more priv

3 cist Christ
organisation, fearing the sirength of tr
would grow, launched a pre-empliv attack
onthe left which grew into war. When
the left and the PLO to be
winning, another supposed ally of the
Palestimans, Syria, invadei
save the Phalange

thousands of Syria
Phalangist forces,
Palestinian camp at Tel Al-Zaatar

LEARLY the Palestinians have no

friends among the ruling classes of the
iddle East. Yet they still survived and
managed 1o build up a strong presence in
southern Lebanon and West Beiru

In 1982 Israel decided to smash the PLO
once and for all, invading Lebanon and
besieging Beirut. The brutal methods they
used shocked world public opinion, but they
also forced the PLO guerrillas o evacuale
Beirut after a heroic defence. 1t seemed
Israel had won a major victory, and the Tel
Aviv regime hoped this would demoralise
the Palestinians in the occupied territories.
: Ithas not worked out that way. What the
Palestinians have lost in military power (and
it was never znough Lo seriously threaten the
Zionists anyway) they have regained in the
social power they are now demonstrating
within the borders of “Greater lsr:

Palestinians are now an integral part of
the Isracli economy. They have taken the
lower paid and dirty jobs, for example in
construction and in the tourist indusiry.
They have Lo commute from their homes on
the West Bank and in Gaza, much as South
Alrican blacks are kept to their
homelands™in the Bantustans, so that they

have no rights in the country where they
actually work

The current uprising has not taken on a
clear working class character. But the
| is there, as the labour component
general strikes™ shows

Although the Palestinans enjoy the
sympathy of some liberal sections of Israch
opinion, there has never been any sign that

Israel’s Jewish workers would show
solidarity with the Palestinians. Their
standard of living, though depressed
compared o ours, is significantly higher
than that of the Arabs and they owe this
relative prosperily to the huge inflow of
imperialist money It seems to them that any
just settlement would threaten their living
standards and privileges.

T NEED NOT be so. There is room in

Palestine for both Jews and Arabs to live
and work together. If the resources now
heing devoted to war could be diverted to
peaceful uses, every one would have a better
life — and a much safer one.

But in the absence of solidarity from
Jewish workers, the Palestinians who are
<till a minority in the land - need Lo look to
:ll.ih\\url\._l\!lw.\m__‘hnultllcrrg.un_\uch.n
the militant steel workers of Helwan in
Egypt. Since the existing Arab srates have
» consistently beem an obstacle o the
estinian strugele, it 1S the oppressed
hose states who are the

opulations of 1

Palestinians’ natural allies y
What is the goal of the struggle? Today
almost everyone thinks of a separale

Palestinian state in 1he West Bank and
Gara. Theresno doubt that il thiscould be
waon in the near future, it would be a viclory
But it would by no means be a solufion.
Jsraeli state would stll be the

The g
armed to the teeth. It has demonstrate
many tumes s willingness Lo invade

It has skewed the
Bank and Gaza to
on Isracl. In a state
it is not hard 10

neighbouring countres
cconomics of the West
make them dependent 0!
governed by Yassir Arafal,

imagine PLO cops and troops in the
position of restraining even repressing

r fear that

more radical Palestinians for
1sracli

any radicalism uu_u\d invite
economic ressure or invasion. ;
t?::. Iung_D as imperialism d.ummntzshm: 1
region, using lsrael a5 its watchdog, U ﬂh
will be no prosperity and no peace for the
Pales! ns, nor for other Arabs — norf
indeed for the Israli Jews, whose future
looks ever bleaker in the couniry they
thought was the promised land.

SoctausT ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Saocialism

We fight for socialism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
wur](gls themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamantary
road to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers’ Party

Workers need a revalutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontanecus upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
lead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within asingle country. Itmustbe
spread o other countries or it will fail. For
these reasons we are for building &
world-wide mavement, and we oppose
measures like protectianism which turn
the workers of one country against
others. Only under worldwide
socialism can there be an end to war
and the threat of nuclear war, and an
end to the abuse of the enviranment

Liberation from Oppression

we fight for liperation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
gays. All of these forms of op-
pression aré used to divide the working
class. Thefight againstthemisan es5en-
tial part of building a united revolution=
ary movement. They can only be qnu_ed
through ending capitalism and building

| socialism
Socialist Action A
for Soclalist Action. It's no goo!

:‘::l‘t:kmg about the world: the point is
o change it Marxist theory and pro-

anda areunlymeanlnglumlhey area
guide f2 action. In the unions, social
movements and wherever people are
fighting for & better world, socialists are
i ihe thick of the fignt. If that's where

you want 1o be, join us today!
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Crab

war of the

VICTORIA is full of scan-
d.ls,wnemlmdsnm:bo—

gus.

The biggest bogus scandal
right now comes from the se-
cond Sharp Report. lan Sharp
was appointed “Custodian” of
BLF assets and funds after Steve
Crabh’s police stole them. Ever
since then, Sharp has laboured to
scratch up some evidence (0 jus-
tifiy the police raid. His second
report was long but empty.

That didn’t stop the newspap-
ers ranting about Norm Gal-
Jagher stealing union funds once
again, and once again we heard
that the notorious Luis Garcia
had gone to Libya. That Norm
only borrawed the money from a
fund that was not drawn from
members money, and quickly
repuid it, was ignored. That Gar-
cia is an obvious liar from
Sharp's own account was not
mentioned.

The real scandal that the Vic-
torian government wants Lo play
down is the revelation that La-
be > Minister Steve Crabb grant-
cd nearly $500,000 to the rival
Building Workers Industrial Un-
ion. They got the dough just in
time for their union election
where they were being chal-
lenged by a militant rank and
file team.

$200,000 went for two “eth-
nic liaison officers", supposedly
(o explain the policies of the
union 10 non-English speakers.
Multi-lingual election propagan:
da was chumed out, but no
individuals were ever appointed
10 the posts.

The other “educational” grants
are just as dodgy: the application
forms were dated after the grant
authorisation' But the most lud-
werous 15 $17,000 to paint a
health and safety mural. This
mural was actually done by 100
unemployed kids using spray
paint supplied by the city coun-
cil. It has dragons, Red Indians,
graffini but no safety issues.

Though required o repornt
regularly and audit the funds, the
BWIU didn't bother until the
BLF exposed the hand-outs. The
Cain government has tried 1o
distange itself by laying the
blame for irregularities on the
BWIU, but an awful lot of peo-
ple don’t believe a word of it

The BWIU has already spent
the money and won their union

STRUGGLE

——

other building unions struck a
deal with employers over wages,
which was used to head off a
growing  unofficial industrial
campaign. Two components of it
are now coming unstuck

The $20 severance pay deal
has not yet been ratified by the
Arbitration Commission. There
are problems now with tax and
social security. But il the deal
falls through, building workers
will see that last year's pay deal
was a fraud all along, as the
BLF pointed out.

The part of the pay nse
workers fiave received, $16 dol-
lars under the second tier, Is
causing havoc of a different
kind. It was tied o a number of
trade-offs, and the BWIU now
has to police their implementa
tion

Using Steve Crabb's maoney,
they produced a green booklet to
“explain” the new conditions
building workers are expected 1o
accepl. According 1o BLE or-
ganiser John Cummins, this is
turning Melbourne building sites
into a battleground:

“They're trying to wind back
pracices and  standards.  The
offsets were agreed 1o by the
BWIL officials withour any con-
sultation with the members. This
of course i irrelevant 1o the go-
vemmeni  und  the  Master
Builders."

But not to the workers. In the
past if a safety issue arose, the
workers would walk out for 24
hours and be paid for time lost,
as punishment for the boss. Now
they're expected to just isolate

b, BWIU come unstuckin
scandals

“If they battle they win. If they
cept the Disputes Board ruling
they get done.”

As usual the BLF is in the
thick of the battles. Organisers
regularly visit building sites, and
these days the bosses rarely call
the cops to remove them. With
huilding still booming, employ-
ers are mostly concerned not to
lose production. That means
workers can defend their rights
if they're willing to figl

Janey Siomne

DRIVERS M‘
TWU officials stifle
promising struggle

BOSSES SPIT the dummy at
suggestions that workers can
have a say in who owns their
enlerp The recent oil
tanker drivers’ dispule was
no exception.

When trucking giant Linfox
wok over Caltex’s truck fleet,
drivers were given two days (o
accept a redundancy package or
apply for jobs with the new
owners

But it wasn't just a simple
transfer. Linfox announced the
abolition of all non-award “res-
trictive work practices”. And not
all drvers would be needed in
the new “more efficient” outhit

With jobs and conditions un-
der attack, the dnvers
ready to fight. Their main de-

Building industry si
1986 and 1%7.?9@“5?&
different.

with Caltex’s failure to “con

yria, @ mass stopwork
w oul the official
i went on strike. This
at least partly due fo the
ank and file group
wery drivers, them-
victims of a similar Linfox
er a year ago. Reform
members held a street

meeting and handed out leaflets
to the tanker drivers, and had
quite an im

The final result of the week's
strike is not clear, but it seems
certain that the drivers will even-

to Linfox on virtually
)l terms.  Victonan
fficial Jim Davis claims
hile having demo-
<" militancy.

TWU originally
called a shop stewards” meeling

meenr There was

ike because of the
links between rightwing
NSW leadership and the Labor
Party i, currently worried
about the elections,

But when the Victorians ap
peared to have made some gains
the NSW drivers also struck
Unsworth's invoking of the ES
sential Seryices Act and the un
jon leaders” cowardice effective
ly ended the

Brewery drivers have seen
safety standards deteriorate and

nts  get jsed since
their transfer to Linfox. Caltex
drivers can expect the same
from new owner Lindsay Fox
wha has a sign on his desk read-

HE FIGHT for women’s
Tlibcraliun isn't as e:pliv-
;o today as it once was. In
::: l‘}ﬁfi’s and early I‘J'iltlp.
women marched regularly in
the streets, chained them-
selves  fo buildings, and
struck for the right to work
and for equal pay. Today,
while these things still hap-
pen, the emphasis has shift-
ed. The sywomen’s advisor'
is more promincnt than the
radical demonstration. Where
rank and file workers are
still considered, the focus is
more on their problems,
their superexploitation, their
position as victims  rather
than as fighters. o
Partly this is @ £¢

an atmospher
in the labour mo

2{ even in {
there have beer
Australia  and
show how work
break out of

conservatism
ful, even spect
Struggles whict
tential fe
en than amny
protest or reform

LDOM realised how

t women were in

o
creating
trade union movement. Its birt
was sparked by a strike at L
Gaansk shipyards over the fi
ing of Anna Walentynowic
crane operator who each yes

had placed a wreath at the gates
where workers were killed in an
earlier revolt. In the course of
o the

the strike others came
Tore:

“Anna Pienkowska thought

of everything. She iss
collected food, &
the strike commny

passes.

e sure

word, she took care of the ad
ministration of the strike.”

Another activist, Joanna

Duda-Gwiazda, organised sup
port from people around the city
money, food, blankets and prop
aganda

Women's demands for better

working  conditions, childcare
and maternity leave were In-
cluded in Solidarity's “universal
demand” In one textile town
Solidarity’s first act was organis-

ng child care and food for strik
ing single mothers.
In Swidnik female health

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY: MARCH 8

Women on the march during the miners’ strike

Liberation in
the '80s — still
a class act

affected most are the patients,

ce had access
to the broadeasting centre. In a

HE BRITISH miners' strike
of 1984-85 could never have

woman explained how she ol

We decided to go and picket

and dealt it bitter plows. T hey
reasoned they could ignore a
union of women who had re-
cently dropped their no-strike
policy. Yet their own recent ex-
perience should  should  have
made them more  cautious.
When the government had
hacked scabhing al the Alfred
Hospital in 1985 and found (he
nurses had walked out, they
were furious. Steve  Crabh
Tumed;

“It's outrageous. {'ve never hud
a sirike pulled on me in the middle
of negofianions ™

By October 1985 the nurses
has held a state wide strike with
militant picket lines, so that after
another year of negotiation and
government  provocation  they
were ready to lake on the Cain
regime in a 50 day struggle.
“For the first time," said an
RANF activist, “thousands of
nurses were finding that they do
have power, that they can
change their own lives.."

While most unions these days
are stfled by overbearing bu-
reaucrals, the nurses showed
how a strike could be run by the
rank and file ular strike
meetings, bulletins and an ex-
change of activists from one
picket line to another, the milit-
ants had a real say in the way the
sirike was run. Other unionists
weren'l slow 1o draw conclu-
sions for their own dispute, A
crane driver said o me s,
exciting, this is what we should
have done over the BLE® He
went on o talk about how he
was building support for the
nurses on his job

The strike showed how wom=
en workers could break out of
passivity. It showed how they
can leap ahead of other workers
in their militancy, their organisd-
tian, and their determination 10
win,

Women arc ofien concerned
that the class struggle can only
Jead to a "male revolution, and
{hat a separale Women s mave
ment is needed ©@ guard against
(heir interests gelting lost in the
ghuffle. What the nurses proved
is that women can be central 10
class struggle. il;: lead it ‘upn:‘d

al 1t ints 1o their em;_m; =
ll‘:nlli tu‘:] During the strike the
Melbourne Sunt highlighted this
very well:

“As if anyone needed proof of
the rudicalisation o Florence
Nightingale, there it was ail Olym-
pic Park yesterduy — @ ll-&‘uﬂ
pledging ullegiance 10 Trene
Bolger's ~ Nuries Liberation
Front... And you could even hear

mand was that the trucking bus- ; talk of solidariry und the
elections, 5o exposure hurts them  the area. On m i ess remai h Cs ne ing: “When you've got them hy workers in the local clinic visited e
little. But they face more serious  have refused 1o :c'g:p:“tch‘e l.?:f, 'IlurL:mmnmw.a:c‘;n %J:I\:: ‘,'#.l_l the balls, their hearts and minds nearby helicopter workers, say-  women-only pickets v it == Lz Roxy

difficulties. Last year they and

rules. According to Cummins:

cials were mostly concerned

Tollow.”

Jamey Stone

ing: “since we're (oo small 10
ho would be

strike and thos:
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|srael and South Africa —

not the same!

YOUR COVER (February
1988) wrongly equates Israel
and South Africa.

These societies are very dif-
ferent In Israel there is not a
ruling Jewish caste exploiting a
numerically superior Arab un-
derclass. Indeed 1srael was given
its character by the Zionists' ref-
usal io exploil Arab labour and
their drive 1o replace it.

The exploitation of Arab la-
bour from the occupied temita-
rigs since 1967 has not funda-
mentally aliered Israel's charac-
ter in this respeet, although it
does have the potential 1o in
crease Israel’s reliance on super-
exploitation of Arab labour.

There is in Isragl a compre-
hensive Jewish society organised
in a nation state, This society
exhibits all the fundamental
characteristics  (culture,  lan-
puage, religion etc) that would
Jead any Mamxist to argue for
their night to self determination.

Your article draws four con-

clusions: some independent Pa-
lestinian state might be possible
in the short term; such a stale
would be unable to exist; the
state of Tsracl must be smashed,
only socialism is (he answer.
s, socialism is the
answer, bul therc s a more im-
mediate guestion — how can the
Jewish and Arab working
classes unite and overcome the
national conflict which now di-
vides them, so that they can fight
for socialism?

Unfortunately most of Aus-
iralian left supports the slogan

Palestinian refugees 1948

“smash the state.” 1t is supposed
o mean the same as smashing
the Australian, or Polish state.
That is the working class will
averthrow its rulers by disband-
ing the army and police etc and
replace them wath democratic
workers' councils

In Tsrael's case the Jewish
working class is disregarded as
an irreformable part of an illeg-
itimate nation. In reality it is the
surrounding hostile states (Sy-
ria? Iran?) who will “smash™
Israel if anyone does.

The result would have nothing
in common with the c\pnm\(s;\
of working class democracy
The Jewish nation would be sup
pressed by states which are more
tyrannical against their own
people than the Israeli state has
ever been

Israel should get out of the
occupied lermilories, recognise
the PLO and agree to the selfing
up of an independent Palestinian
state whi

rael’s right to exist. This would
help establish the conditions for
Jewish/Arab working class so
lid

lidaril

> should look at the dem
tration on November 29
eral kilometres of the
Aviv-Jerusalem highway were
»d by lsraehs and Palestinians
ted behind the slogan “lsrael
nd Palestine two states for
two peoples.”

TONY BROWN,
3

Keep on
dancing?

1S THAT all there is?",
Alec Kahn in the words of Peg-
gy Lee about the Australia Day
circus and shows that life under
the paltriotic Big Top is empty

He s on 1o imply that Aus

American nationalism
our rulers never had e
“struggle for liberty and Equal;
ainst the old order” as dig l}[‘[
"i‘.lrin\rlx.m and French capitalig
But French and American na
tonalism has long since beey
drained of class conten |n
wouldn't do to remind the r‘uLej
brating plebs that “history is the
history of class strupgle” he

because
0 lead g

cause their affluent heads
could the same way as Marie
Antoinette’s

Al nationalisms, like

Junk
are empty ol nuirtion,
Australian nationalism tries (o
opt eritical voices — the Syd
ney fireworks on The Day were
synchronised to Midnight il
about the CIA and Pine

food,

Lee went on fo sing,
then let's keep on dancing, let’s
it the booze and have a
bal Revolutionary alists
W 1, go on with the
158 1o break out
val of the oppressed’,
before the next 200

PHIL SHANNON,
Canberra

“Equality? Only for profit!”

IT WASN'T VERY affirmative,
really.

Last month was the first test
of the Federal government’s
affirmative action legislation,
300 companies (all Australian
businesses employing more than
l_UUD people) had until |
February to lodge reports on
their progress as “non-
discriminatory employers”
Precisely one company did so
The Herald and Weekly Times

and its report was incomplete

It’s not really surprising
considering the only penalty for
non-compliance is that you get
named in parliament. Bui this is
h:f no means the main problem
with the legislation.

Thtlacl 15 supposedly aimed at
remﬂ\.‘mgll‘ne barriers to egual
opportunity. Butallil requires is

appointment of equal employ-
ment opporiunity officers and
company policies paying lip
service

It doesn't even attempt to
tackle the real barriers to equal
employment opportunity: lack
of child care, education, equal
pay and the like. In fact the
government is currently cutting
back on child care and
cducation spending, and has
upp_mud equal pay claims in the
arbitration commission. And its
record as an employer isn'l so
crash hot either

Mo wonder private enterprise
doesn't give a stufl. Margarta
Ree, EEO officer for Coles-
Myer, says bluntly

“Child care? Thai s not part of
the legislation. We don't see it as
the respansibility of the
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1 nationalism _is  more
empty than, say, French or
er We see it as

« the governmeni

sh
every attempt by women for
equal opportunity in its stee
mills. Yet it supports
government affirmative action
policies, as does Coles-Myer
Ralph Willis has explaincd this
apparent contradiction;

“The obligations are noi cost
iniensive, and indeed if the)
were being met we would expect
there 1o be a net

economic
cause what we are
ing to get the best use
of employees,”

In other words, the aim is to
hoost profits, Where employees
benefit, it is managers rather
than workers,

Liz Rosy

nt professionals took indus-

I action in support of second
tier wage claims in (Canberra
during Fehruary.

F health professionals
wn their 4 per
yrs at the War
Next

struck for and
cent
Memorial
were the librarians,

On a Wednesday aftern
hundred librarians
it stairs of the Na:

handing oul leaf

1 Cur

took action

n

tional Lib
lets to the public explaining that

no professional seryices WOUC
be available for two hours. Other
departmental libraries ook sini
ilar action

These might seem like con
servative groups of workers, but
they're all showing a bit of fight
Just think what they could do if
offered a w claim campaign
worth fighting for!

or
Mary Gorman

P

SOUTH AFRICA

ban

HE UNITED Democrat-

je Front called it “‘de-
claring war against peaceful
uppusiliun".}immmgm heads
of state from Washington to
Canberra made hypoc |
gutraged noise: Media pun-
dits said that in rtually out-
fawing 17 black org
tions, the South African go-
yernment has “over-react-
ed™.

Yet the sweep! W
down by President Botha
Jogical next step in the
ment’s repression It
the death-knell of Bo
tious program of “reforms

The “hawks” arc
cendant within the Ca
are making the run
power struggle over |
sion 1o a Preside
the end of his reign

Finding itself increasingly de
pendent on African
bour, the Pre
sought over the
o moderate (he
em o allow
class to consolidal
ideas was that
cally moderate

community represent
union officials w
whe had a stake ir

and would resirain t

ingly powerful workers and res
tive slum dwellers
To this end petty apartheid

wis lessened and some
political expression alic
lynchpin of Botha's reforn
was the creation of
parliaments and local 2
within which the v
white races could p
government without
real power.

The plan has been a fiasco.
Creating & bit of space for pol
ilical expression  has
radical protest movements to de
velup. The blacks, coloureds and
Indians boycoted the token
<luetions in 1985, and that boy
vt was the signal for the up

allowed

heavis which have gripped the
country since, ranging from rent
strikes v consumer boycolts (o

the massive townships rebel-
lions,

Al the same time black trade
URIONS grew upace

NWHILE on

M\n-mu

form
backl,

the ex-
ht, Botha's re-
plans sparked a wh
sh. His N

W\

lost ground to the Conservativ

in last May's white general elec-
tion and the fascist Afrikaner
Resistance  Movement  has
grown in strength

1 mobilisations of
ht, Botha declared a
in 1986
s that
of re

Law and Order nunister Ad-
5 February

climate among
ynd the crackdown was
ed for that reason. Unfor

unately Volk is only partly right

Black resistance is certainly
continuing.  Philip

penstrass, just re-

wrned from South Afnica, told

Action that rent boy

very significant. In

30 I8 months of rent
boyeott has cost the Lown coun
il over $100 million, with par-
ticipants withstanding evietions,

stentions vigilante at

arests,
tacks”

Y T THERE is also 10
doubt the state of emergen-
¢y has had a significant effect on
the strupgle against .-\p:lr_lhnd
3000 people n juil without
trial. Black rightwing vigilante
groups, with a free rein from
the security forces, are trying 10
impose their terror on opp

\s throughout the country.

Death squads are assassinal-
ing activists. Most township u.:'-
the

o ations have collapsed  the
face of this relentless repression.

Botha would also have besn
emboldened in his €18 kdown
hy the sickening infight
among blacks in Natal provinees
mmimu around the capital

Pictermaritzburg. In  January
alone 108 people were killed in
battles between the ANC-sup-
ported United Democratic Frant
and Chief Buthelezi's conscrva-
tive, inbal-based Zulu move
ment Inkatha

Ruthelezi is a member of the
toothless mulu-racial execulive
authority the Botha
set up last year in Nat
that body as a frst step toward
power-sharing armangement
between white Natal and black
KwaZulu, the “homeland” he
Jeads. But for Buthelezi and s
movement lay claim to a future
share in power, he has (@ destroy
the rival UDE. Murder and 1n-
timidation arc the means he
uses.

Not surprisingly the UDF
fights back, but only .\p.mlwm
benefits from the bloodshed. So
the palice and army turm a blind
eye 1o Inkatha's violence, of
even promote it

overnment

\{\a‘le\';‘

THE MOSES Mayakise Cont-

rﬁ:m meels every second .\alr-

urday al the Courthouse Hl;lt.

Newlown (Sydneyh 2 pm. More
787 3519.

SOCIA

partheid hawks back Botha's
i =

United Democralic Front rallies:
now virtually outlawed

HE BRIGHTEST note has
heen the continuing strength
of the hlack trade union move-
ment. Despite the repression,
more and more hlacks are join-
ing unions. Over 2.4 million are
now members, around one third
of the economically active popu-
lation. The working class really
starfed to flex its muscles in
1987. There were a record 9
million strike days lost last year,
comj 10 just over a million
in 1986, itself a record.
Some of the big battalions of
the labour movement took on
their employers in protracted

* tests of sirength, The most pub-

licised was the miners’ strike
which ended in defeat. However
workers in other areas won vic-
Lories. Militant retail workers de-
feated a big chain stor Inde
pendent unions in the railways
and post office, won recognition
after big stkes. This in the state
sector, previously # hastion of
white ragism

The union movement Wis the

! only significant group to not

only survive the Lale ..r_mcr.
gency bul io grow Botha's new
measures are designed 10 curtail
organisalions like the Congress
of South African Trade Unions.
But as the basic strength of un-
jons is i the workplace. and
Botha cun hardly prohibil their
members from going 1o WOrk.
{he union movement 15 also best
plaged @ survive the new repress
s for reasons e these that
{he organised working class
preym%: the real power whit.h
can wventually smash  Apar-
heid.

o O Lincoln and
Juhin Pasaunt
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iolence: a question of means

and ends

EVOLUTIONARY so-
cialists are forever com-
ing up against the question of
violence. Our political opp-
onents make statements like,
“e need to reject violence as
a means to political ends
Some of the people putlting
these arguments are hypocrites.
 Australian governments, includ-
ing Labour governments, have
regularly used violence against
workers and oppressed people.
During World War One Andrew
Fisher vowed to defend the Brit-
ish Empire to “the last man and
{he last shilling™, and sent workers
off to die. Ben Chifley uscd
troups to break the 1949 coil
strike. More recently Neville
Wran's police evicied squatters
from the Glehe housing estate
and the Cain government uscd
cops Lo smash up the BLE office
in Melbourne
Such people have a cheek

warning us against using violent Th
.agans, Really our argument non-violenee 2

In fact

oF courss | weue NEVER use
VIOLENCE To PROTECT My STockS, SHARES,
PooL, FLEET oF MERCS, QUEENSLAND
RESORT, THREE MANSIeNS, GolB PeATED
HOLF-CLUBS, CeNDO S, oiL PAINTINGS,
WINE CoLLECTIoN, YACHT, JET, TV AND RADIO
STATIoN, VILLA, AccouNTANT, otb

scHoor TIE AND SIVER SPook. NEVER !

]\ THE American peace move-
ment where Gandhian type

against them is not as much most political protests avoid  tactics have been employed quite
R eere but abaut what  physicalconfrontationand thisis  aot, another problem has arisen

political ends you are prepared S
o use it for.

History teaches us thal capitalists

1o prescrve the privileges of the

troops w

on “grey alert”™ in ca:

there was
sacking of the Prime Minister.

T course there are genuine

pacifists (oo, who place
their faith in the methods used by
Gandhi in India
inspired by the example of
“people’s power” in the Philip-
pines, For a time the methods of
non-violent “civil disobedience”™
were something of a fad in the
Australian peace movement, and
they are currently arousing a lot
of interest among the
Palestinians.
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with the cops norrm
Qur rulers usc il 1o keep the Protestors care
existing social system intacl Inyurics.
What we disagree with 1s the
are not prepared Lo lose power notion that says there 1s a sin|
withouta fight. InChile in 1973 a absalute rule for hun
demperatically elected govern- Which makes nan-ve
ment was overthrown by anarmy principle. Because in v
general, and thousands ofworkers violent strategies [or social change
were gunned down or tortured have never worked
Far from leading to the liber
cauniry’s ruling elite, In Poland  ation of India from British rule,
in 1981 General Jaruzelski's Gandhi's pe

n conduct
ence into a

(opposed by €

as brawls  To ensure that demonstrators
e the

respond peacefully to even the

the  grossest provocation by police,

they have to be given special
training in advance. The trained
activists then show up on the day
of the demonstration and carry
out pre-planned sit-ins or what-

iy, non-  ever. Anyone else who comes

along spontaneously in response
to seeing a leaflet or poster is
reduced o the role of passive
speclator. Mass involvement is

el curtailed, and activities are dom-
¢ used to crush the 1o smaller and narrower cam
Solidarityiradeunion movement,  paigns over the vears. His last

The Australiancapitalists would- campaign, in 1940-41, consisted
At hesitate 1o do the same, When  0f individual gestures which got
the Whitlam governmenl was alot of his followers arrested but
overthrown in the notorious Kerr  made little
coup of 1975, the army was put politics. In fact his methods suc-
ceeded only in derailing more
oo much resistance to the militant movements such as the
Bombay naval mutiny of 1946
and hi)which could
have threatened British power
The British left India for military
and cconomic reasons which had
or who are Jittle to do with the Mz

In the Philippines, workers
and peasants have long since
discovered that the “people’s
power revolution™ of 1986 has
changed little in their lives, In
fact, more trade union and peas-
ant aclivists are being killed by  bread and land”.
the ruling class and its thugs than S
ever before

inated by a trained elite

To end the horrors of war
exploitation and oppression ere
d by capital
necessa

sm it is going o

somelimes 1o use

Indian  foree. The workers will need to

be armed. That does not mean.
netimes imagined, that
socialist revolution is primarily a
matter of shaoting the bosses

The Qctober revolution in 1917
in Russia led to only a handful of
deaths, The revolution was based
on the social power of the
working class, who controlled
the fuctories through their organ
isation and the streets through
their numbers, and who had won
the sympathy of the largely
easant soldicry by supporting
the Bolshevik slogan of “peace,

as 15 sc

Even where street confronia-
tions did occur, the violence was

prim
Even so, the workers had to he
arme

Britain, hold the view
wanl social change “peacefully i
we may
Unfortunately, we have seeft =

© workers.
d a Tsaristcourt
Russian revolution

Ve Necessary

“{m N THE troops saw the

workers were prepared 10

die in the struggle for liberation,
they hegan to question {heir own
role

S the Russian revolution wis

social, not miliary

for their own defence

They had to win over the rmed
soldi And in the following

years, they had to wage a war in

nce of their workers' state

against counter-revolutionaries

the

Torcefully il we must
200

s atrocities

s of mling cla

yei

Since the Chartist days They
make clear that it is almost
certainly the “must” part of the
slogan that we will have Lo ad
upon.

Ry Mac Kenzi

i

pmandial” means  power
and the <how put on by th
group Amanila, l.li"l'll tural
onsemble of the .:\fru'an a-
fignal Congress 15 & notable
contribution to the struggle
of South African blacks for
power.

‘The performance 15 pulitical
{hroughout Not only in the eon-
enl_ of some of the song and
sgenes, as you'd expect, but also
the very nature of their music
theatre style.

‘The Apartheid regime
pates the myth that the majority
black population is essentially
qural, tribal traditional @
wrally backward This is part
\he ideological base lor the €
\iblishment of the Bantustans
\he so-called “homel ands™ 1n
which the blacks are supr
find their “separate bul ¢
identitics

But in fact South Africa has
fad for many decadcs t
permanent black urt
tion south of the 54
music that A
the product of this
assertion is an asserlic
reality of the black towr
such as Sowelo. It is pi
struggle against Prete s ef
forts 1o destroy this urban reality

the Pass Laws, the destruc
tion of shamty owo
Sophiatown Crossroads, an 1 the

like:

The show draws on Ir
African music, but m
century of urban hfe b
number of modem
These include a non-tr
based dance music
out of the ille
called shebeens
30s. Later it was d b
American gospel and minstrel
ly
of

technigues and most imp
Juzz, particularly swing
the 1950s.

Unlike sther
where drummi
usic were

15 of Africa,
Or instrumcn-

n South Africa the cmph
was on singing. This element too
contributes to the unique musi
cal experic

ce of Amandia.

The show consists of a senes
al items mvolving sing
ing _.nnl instrumental music, or
ganised around a rough chronol
ogy of South Africa this century

We are shown the participi-
tion of women in the fight
against the pass law, the begin
ng ol guerilla activity and the
aetions of workers, including the
famous Gumboot Dance of the
mine workers. Throughout, the
performance is polished and full

Amandla! is
ower, and this
show’s got it

This is no political
. musical backing
but 4 fully professional produc-
i

| have only one real criticism
The price of (he tickets must
have been a deterrent for md
nd the extremely boozh black
pamel and red velvel atmos
lere of the Melbourne Play

house was i very strange setth
for this highly political show

South Africa is also “celebrat
ing™ an anniversary this year =
il is 400 years since the Dutch
explorer Diaz “discovered”® the
Cape of Guod Hope Local
blacks recently refused to par
\icipate in @ re-enactment held
on the beach where Diaz Tanded
which is normally one resery
for whites only Instead, and far
cically, whites with blackened
T cled out the fear which
artheid regime imagines
10 he an appropriate response 10
the white colonisers.

Amandla represents something
¢lse — not fear but determ i
tion to struggle and resisl 0p-
pression. They are the best ex-
ample of the role uﬂlprnl ex-
pression can  play in that
struggle that 1 have seen.

Rurh Wl

BOOKS ’W'

Aboriginal
and proud

IN HER BOOK My place
Sally Morgan tefls how she
discoy that she had
Aboriginal blood.

or yeurs her mother.G
und _ul.llul‘\m\h\\. Nin
denicd thal they were
Abarigines. Tell them YoOuTe
Indian™ they suid. They
je Lruth i ciase
awiy

s,
sl

seared o el A
their children were taken
re evicied

hem or Lhey We
from Lhe sl

heir lears were
o ce, Nam s Laken ity
)
from  her family 10 Perth.
Lo g 10 school. but

supposedly
5 putt
instead she Wi pu
servant Giladys wis senl |;: m
orphandge W hen she wis ! ll.i_l
11 wits g crnment pohiey 108 ll
half-caste children away [rom
their parents.
I I|Ir hook deseribes oW Imlld
(he Tamily his fad 1 \\Il;‘ll‘
Nun's brother Arthur. 1 |::L
about the outhd ck statian in e
Pilhara where he and Nam W
i
We ! h
e station. Here wer

o work as 4

ere the tribe thet il
o only @

few white men hre
Plackfellas i un-m.ru :J;".
frasteral indesiey was bl ,;;,
the back wf stave babagr,
Arthur worked  on
different farms, usally for
money. clearing the land
building houses, putting 10 and
harvesting erops. “f g o e ey
onlv iy tucker, amd Foworked
el e sever sy diai o
e pecnised e
e worrk g ey wos

Nan's job as aoservan was
slave Labour 1o,

“Hadid ol the work ar Feanfioe,
From when | gor wp in il
sarsting 1l when Dwent i sleep
at might, Fvorked. When thel
rang the bell, & knew they
wanted nne. Tha's all 1 did
sucdinies, rn i el
Sonien
g hefl. ™

Sally and her mother visited
the outhack station where Nan
was born. They meet relatives.
Tears were shed. Now they knew
their ploce and were whale
peaple

“We fad an Ahuriginal
conseioanesy o, and werd
roul of it

it
s el s i il

Patrtcia Pangemakker

TeEvision_ y*
Gramsci on TV

IN  DECEMBER Britain's
Channel 4 showed a documen-
tary aboul the great Nalian re-
yolutionary  Antonio Gramsci.
Called Everything that concerts
people, it used fascinating
footage combined with inter-
views and re-enactments.

Gramsci wis one of those so-
cialists who were not surprised
by the Russian revolution and
understood its international im-
portance right away The pro-
gram shows original Immgu\ol_;
huge demunstration by Turin
workens celebrating the Russian
events.

Building on the revolution's
lessans, Gramsel fought to build
workers' councils i the Turin
faciories, and later helped
jaunch the Halian Communist
Party. Here the documentary 1
misleading. 1t su ol e e
ed the split m the socialist
movement which led 1o the for-
mation of the CP, and tries to

make him out & ot of mud-

e

.-\Luwr.n"m wocialists will be
keen 10 se¢ this program when il
comes 10 Australia, but 10 onder
(0 separate the yulu.nhlc !m
from the distortion’ we sugges
that you read Chris H:mm;nl-.
pamphlet Gramsei versus Ke-

formism. Richard Emerson
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NOTHER round of Paim
ASunday peace marches
rolls by this month.

And suddenly it s p
detect a slight mood of o
foot about nuclear duarmamem
Headlines like “A New Eeqmnmj
greeted Messes G
Aeagan when they si
Intermediate-range Nuclem For
ces (INF) treaty in Decembe
But is INF a nev beginning?
st another ul the cruel
perp

.lall-w‘l-
Cuban

HIS LATEST ftreaty is meant
1o be different. Unlike the
others INF actually abolishes a
who!e class of nuclear weapans

F THIS is the real spirit behind
Ne: INF, then what chance has the
mentators tell u ¢ START ftreaty of actually
a - hafpemng?
m

s in the STARAT Ire: a shot' O it the HY, THEN are the super-

o bu hn.-ms,m in M [ S 8 0 ac powers going through this
year Nawswee, 7 elaborate charade

Bul what is this spirit? Ey s o ems & -
INF was being signed, Russia and o m 0 That is the real intent of ﬁ"n
America were speeding up other  will not make the world any safer 2 arms sp [ i bachev and Reagan with INF?"s
heats of the arms race d TART may make spen NF o START — to disarm their crtie

The US will withdraw ils Persh- E e y rather than themselves.

DR B
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Keep smiling Bob
you 've still got
your mates!




THE MILITANT unionists
brought their Labor Day protest
o & rousing finish by singing,
“Solidarity forever, for the union
makes us strong’. Builders’
Jabourers, gavernment workers,

of Solidarity and
others were demonstrating over
lack of trade union freedom,
outside the opening of the
International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions conference
in Melboune on 14 March.

Delegates attending the
conference had leaflets thrust
into their hands. “Take one, this
is what is really happening in
Australia,” urged the
demonstrators. Bob Hawke got
the reception he deserved with
calls of “traitor"and “scab”as he
went in 10 address the plenary
Session.

While Hawke and Simon
Crean tried to suggest that
Australian workers had never
had it so good, the message from
other delegates was more
negative. Unionists from Chile,
Poland and South Africa told of
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massive attacks on workers'
rights.

But instead of calling for trade
union action, delegates called
for “urgent representations at
the highest possible level™
Coming from the South African
delegation this call spells further
tragedy for South African
workers. Even Bishop Tutu
knows appeals to the Botha
government are worthless,

Disappointingly Poland’s
Lech Walesa put in a plea “not
to meel provocation with
provocation”. Yet Solidarity’s
lesson, surcly, is that as the
union backs down the siate
eomes in with the iron fist

Chile’s unionists packed a hit
more of a punch. Accusing Alan
Bond of helping to prop up the
dictatorship, the Chileans
warned that the return of
democracy would mean the end
of Bond’s company ownership.
And of any others who

supported the regime
Vanunu

sentenced

MORDECHAIL Vanunu, the
Israeli who revealed photos of
Israel's secret nuclear
installation at Dimona, has been
convicted and sentenced to 18
years imprisonment.

Vanunu's real erime consisted
of upsetting delicate strategy
Israel was opcrating. While it
was well known that they had a
nuclear capacity, they have
never openly acknowledged it

On the one hand, they wanted
it kmown that they had a
nuclear capability, as a deterrent
to the surrounding to the sur-
rounding Arab nations. On the
other hand, Israel has for decades
presented itself Lo the world as a
near-helpless David, surrounded
b:_ threatening Goliaths, bristling
with weapons.

This particular myth is
currently being heavily
undermined, perhaps per-
manently, by both Vanunu's
actions and the current uprising
in the occupied territories. Each
day on TV, the world sees
heavily armed Israeli troops
confronting ordinary people
armed only with stones. And
Vanunu's revelations show that
the armed soldiers are backed by
approximately 200 nuclear
warheads, The roles of David
and Goliath are being reversed.

The lIsracli government have
consistently refused to
contemplate any political
settlement  which involved
negotiations with the PLO, The

ISRAEL

reason for this is that
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the PLO are “terrorists™. This
high moral stand looks very
shaky when contrasted with the
daily actions of their troops in
the occupied territories, and
with their possession of weapons

of ultimate violence.

Jailhouse
rocked

“BOGGO Road is the Crime”
was the slogan on a ban
outside Boggo Road jail in
Brishane during the rooftop
occupation by prisoners in late
February.

Many expected that anot

PRISONERS

“no sewerage, no Water.
cockroaches, lice and rats "
whether conditions  othepy:
will be any different js un;‘:m
matter. e
In Boggo Road there are |
opportumties for worg ;w
training, and few NhahilltﬂliUM
programmes. I‘risonu:
scathingly point out thay 1he
current budget of the Educaty,
Officer is $500 for 500 me !
enough to buy each one h‘m:\
Parole procedures are Secret ang
arbitrary, and ‘life sentences) gy
never for a fixed time but at ihe
whim of the :

ily
'But

authonties

A 24-hour picket to which
Socialist Action members Eave
SEI0US SUPPOTt Was maintained
owtside the jail for the five days
of the rooftop occupation

major riot would break out
inside the jail. In an attempt to
halt proposed ‘reforms’, ‘old
guard’ screws had been running
4 campaign of harassment and
bullying that had led some
Prisoners o attempt suicide

Despite bashings, withholding
or contamination of food, and
gassings, especially in the
notorious B6-year-old Division
2, prisoners organised their
resistance the way they wanted
ik, and built up their campaign
for changes by a well-supported
occupation of the jail roof.

Four occupiers said that they
were prepared to hunger strike
until they died if necessary and
painted their demand for a
public enquiry on the roof. Their
banners read “Stop All Torture
Close Division Two"and
't Let the Hunger Strikers
— & relerence to other
prisoners inside also on hunger
strike,

A new prison is currently
being built, The physical
conditions there will be less
barbaric than in the old Division
2, which had mattresses on the
flaor, and as one prisoner putit,

Now,

Boggo Rd protest

N MEMORIAM Ry

Manda Biles
1958-1988

WOMEN'S liberation struggles,
trade union action, gay rights
demos, housing — these are just
some of the issues Manda Biles
was invalved in since the early
seventies, Right from the
beginning Manda was 2
committed activist.

Not only did she march on the
streets, but she was often in the
thick of organising the action
beforehand. During the last tour
years she was the union rep at
Coburg Social Sccunty in
Melbourne, and ook @
consistently strong union stand

With her death on 30 March,
it's not just the activist we've lost,
but a loyal friend .

1t is with fighters like Manda
that struggles are fought and
won, And while we arc the
poorer for her death, her ife will
continue Lo be an inspiration:

B

QUEENSLAND

Brisbane: how we’re fighting
the racists

ANYONE expecting Bri
bane to be justone big fun-
fair during Expo will be in
for a surprise. Local activists
have already shown in recent
weeks that they won't allow
the serious issue of racism o
be forgotten.

Tohn Hay. a political casualty
of the ‘loh for PM" debac
found this out first hand

Early in March, he leamed
sup of re e
nattempl Lo stop the
and Torres Strait
[slanders Cor Sport
from purch I
Football Club

In classic “fre¢ enterprise
style, the agents leter-hoxed
with leaflets “Tax-

pris|

argui

and called me
d A"

The black
forces with
residents and

the racists’ myth-makin|
}

e day, 400 anti-racists

dents™

he Federa
ssist by makin

available”, moved by a Social
Action member, wis passed witl
one dissenler
The next battle was in the
West End. Black anisations
have been o ing with the

Brishane City Council for
2 years to establish a Cultural
Centre in Musgrave Park. Re
cemtly it hecame elear that the
Council was preparcd 1o
the po-ahead

ol convinced that Aho-
rigines and their supporters
could repeat the Sandgate perlor-
mance, estate agents in West
altempted another racist cam-
paign. But the wheels lell off

their bandwagon when their first
public mecting was swamped
by supporters of the Cultural
Centre, A motion similar to the
Sandgate one was overwhelming-
ly endorsed by 300-400 peaple

No doubt somewhat demo-
ralised, John Hay chose a less

My DAD SATS You HAVE To
BE FIT T PLay FooTesil
RIGHT

MY PAD SAYS You HAVE TB
BE WHITE To BE FIT T&
PLAY FooTBALL

M 7T

public sira

move. He advertised a select
(835 a head) luncheon lecture at
the Sheraton Hotel under the

i by the protest
ised, he changed his

Unnery

being orga

venue 1o the
Newstead. We wer
him

back streets of
there to
Although protected
blue

mmitted business:
§ to cross the picket

only @

Louise Walker

W

Defend our
radio station!

IN LATE March, Queensland

Union Council members,
many in the around
the ALP (who control the
Union) tried fo force Brisbane
dependent radio station
422.Z-FM off the air, by with-
drawing funding to the station.
They got a surprise.

4ZZZ

[N 3
Demonsiialing aga’ nst ihe

. Over 300 supporters of 4227
including Aboriginal and
\slalluler people, gays and
lesbians, ex-prisoners and
students confronted the Umon
Ex_muive and held an angry sit-
inin the Union building. They
demanded that funding be
restored. In response Lo this
pressure the Executive apreed
only to continue funding for the
next quarter

The student bureaucrats tried
Lo justify the move on the
grounds that the station was
not serving the interests of
“ordinary students™. Apparent-
ly in their eyes blacks, women,
lesbians, gays and environmen-
tahists, all of whom 4ZZZ gives
air ime to, are not ordinary
students

The attack would have de-
prived all these groups of a
voice in Queensland’s Murdoch
and Bond dominated media. It
would have also been a blow 1o
organising efforts for the anti-
Expo protests set for late April
4727 with its 95,000 listeners,
plays a vital role in struggles
like these. But how little interest
the student bureaucrats have in
social justice was demonstrated
recently, when someone spray-
painted a KKK slogan over a
mural by an Aboriginal artist
outside the student union. It
was left there for two weeks.

This time around. 4222 has
defeated attempts to push it off
the air. But its long term future
obviously remains in doubt. It
will take more united action to

keep it operaling

Tony Mirchet!
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Your chance
to protest

HAD A gutful of Bicentennial
Bullshit? Heres your next
chance (o protest.

In Brishane there will be four
important activities around
Expo time. From Wednesday
27 April to Thursday 5 May,
there is a "United Indigenous
Cultural Survival Gathering” in
grave Park. Aborigines and

orres Strait Islanders are
expected Lo come from North
Queensiand and interstate.

You can march three times:
28 April, 9am, from Roma St
Forum to Musgrave Park; 30
April, 11 am, same route; and
4 May, 6 pm from Albert Park
to Parliament to let Mr Ahern
know what you think of him

As usual the cops’ PR
department is spreading rumors
about “Aboriginal terrorism”
but seasoned demonstrators will
know that Brishanes bays in
blue pose the only threat of
violence.

In Canberra you can protest
on 9 May, al demonstrations
organised to coineide with the
opening of Parliament House,
initiated by the Canberra Aborig-
inal and Torres Strait Islanders
Community:

racisis in Brisbane




We're marching...

SOCIALIST Action members
throughout Australia took to the
streets in the annual paace mar-
ches, held on Palm Sunday in
most places. Although the moed
at the marches was as insipid
and middle class as ever, we
sought to introduce some class
polities with our banners and
sales ol Socialist Actlon mag-
azine.

iIn April and early May the
action conlinues. During Expo
in Brisbane there will be three

&

rades will also be present at the
demonstration being held to
colncide with the opening of
Pariiameni House In Canberra.

Brisbane

Brisbane comrades have been
heavily involved in supporting
prisoners al Bogga Road jail,
and the branch has sold over 100
copies of the Queensiand Uni-
versily Socialist Action Club’s
new pamphlet: 200 years of
siruggle aboul land rights and
the aboriginal cause.

Meetings

Sydney branch of Socialist Ac-
fion altracted 20 people 1o a
public meeting last month to
hear Philip Whilefield talk and
show slides aboul the current
situation in South Africa, saying
the struggle there was “not jusi
againsi Apartheid bul againsi
1the whole caplialist system.”

Canberrabranch has a success-
1ul orientation week al the Aus-
tralian National University, with
17 sludents joining our club
and 40 buying copies of our
magazine.

We held an unusual discussion
as part ol our Melbourne
branch meeting on Monday, 21
March. Four experienced union
workplace delegales, including
two inviled oulside speakers, dis-
cussed shop floor problems loday
and the particular problem of
incorporation of the unions
through such methods asindust-
rial democracy, The slarting point
was a discussion document
originally circulated at our Jan-
uary national conference. Speak-
ers from the rallways, Telecom,
Depariment of Social Security
andalocal high school discussed
their experiences. We hope to
repeat the discussion again soon,
with an emphasis on how io
organise the fightback.

Sydney

Sydney branch has been active
in the campaign 1o free Moses
Mayekiso, the ailed South Af-
mnmhnlmr_'rhnumpmgn
has been leafletling the film'Cry
Freedom' and collecling signa-
lures. Aboul a hundred people
m:;'-llgnnd the pelilion each

SCHOLARS FOR dollars,
that’s ALP policy these days.
The Hawke Government in
troduced a $250 fee for Univer
sity and CAE students last yes
This year the fee is $263. Next
year graduates will probably
have 1o start paying off the full
cost of their education through

a special tax

There arc two motives
behind charging for educa
The first is to reduce taxes on
the rich by making the “user
pay” for public services. Unless
of course they are corporations
benefitting from advice on
exporting. Or compani
receiving subsidies on
investment.  Or firms  bene
{itting from tarnfs. The second
15 ta restructure the Australian
geonomy to make it more inter-
nationally com petitive

Neither approach however is
likely to overcome the stagna
tion of Australian capitalismor
remaove the prospeet of a
recession within 18 months

Hawke and education minis
ter Dawkins are keen 1o move
the burden of education spend
ing away from general tax
revenue and ta place it on the
shoulders of the majoriy of
people who now getr degrees
and go on to become workers,
as clerks, teachers and
technicians.

The main benefits from
education actually go to the
employers of skilled labour.
Bui the Government wants 1o
reduce taxes on employers (o
encourage them to invest.

The second reason for fees 1s
tied with Australian industry's

mn

International competitiveness.
In December last year Dawkins
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Students confront Andrew Hay over fees: ALP policy is similar

User-pays classroom?

issued a Gr Paper oneducat-
ion. The government wants (o
increase the number of
graduates produced every year
from 88,000 in 1986 to 125.000
in 2001. It wants the graduates
to be beuer equipped (o meet
the needs of business. It wants
the tertiary education system
restructured to match the
national economie priorities of
Australian capitalism. And al
this 15 to happen without
increasing the education
budget.

This mcans a caler
emphasis on vocational
education. Courses which arc
critical of Austalian society will

be under attack. At the same
time politicians, senior
bureaucrats in the public
service and trade unions want
toreduce the autonomy of uni
versities

The ACTU’s position.
bodied in its doc
Australia Reconsirueted 1s the
same as the Government’s
Though ACTU Assistant
secrelary Laurie Carmichael
wants to go further by also
subordinating second

ent

Ty
education to the specilic
vacational needs of business.

The plans include making
fertiary institutions more eff-
icient by reducing the already
limited say staff and students
have in decisi ing, in
favour of professional
managers.

A companion document to
the Green Paper, the Report of
the Review of Australian Stud
1es, stresses the need o build the
nationalism of students, Grad-
uates who understand their pro-
fession's place in Australian

society, the Report a
be more co-operative and
productive employees. In other
words they will be ready to help
pursue the
st” by making

their
*nat
prol

The idea behind the Govern-
ment’s education reforms boils
down to a hope that by cutling

he able 1o

Australia
compete more effectively on
world markets. But this idea is

not
In fact the restructuri
educa

Org

n is in line
an [or Ece
and [

Singapore are similar

policics in place n'tall

do better in comp

world marke

cduca {or en

coura nvestment on 1he

basis r taxes). The dog
de ities capitalism

will frustrate most

Education should be €”
anded, 1o help people 1o enjoy
understand and control their
lives. In a socialist sociely !
would fit together logieally with
economic production hecaut
that productive process would
likewise be contralled hy work:
ers themselves, and used 131
human needs. The capifali!
view of schooling as just
another c ity useful for
making profits is the major
ubstacle to that kind ©
education.

Rick K

g S

CENTRAL AMERICA

ONALD REAGAN
kes to play the
strongman in Central
America. But lately the
strongman’s muscles look
suspiciously like they re made
of cardboard.

Airlifting thousands of trc
inta Honduras didn't boos
morale of the Contra

mercenaries or terrify the
Nicaraguan government. In fact
itdidn’t stop the Coniras signing
a ceasefire that looks like ending
the war. Washington's
clfarts 1o oust General Noricga
from Panama becan
playing
reassurances that I
“in a few days™
As a pret
soldiers to Hoj
L up a Sandinista
When Sandinista
troops crossed
border while p
forces, he twisted
President

media
niic
indictment
officials arisy
Contra affair, the ir
didnt convince €
provide new aid tc
And that meant
finished

o m
Nicaraguan army wa

|
Sandinistas
The ceaselire

nego
Contr

HE REGIONAL peace

plan of Costa Rican
president Arias, which provides
the broader context, is not ideal
either. As part of their
ssions Lo oppositional
i ele nis, the
have removed
rictions on business interests
and the reactionary newspaper
La Prensa. This at the same time
they are abolishing food
subsidies—a devastating blow at

Nicaragua:
peace brings
new problems

Sandinista reservists on patrol: what will peace

the poor.

Still, the result is @ (ar cry
of the
which
for so

during his years in

dont blame the

ment

brutal pressures from
The critical issue, however, is
what happens now to the

1 nomy. Arias
1 peace would show

s problems were due

war but to “gross
mismangement”, He
whichare

most cer y
will sink the Sandimistas in
the near future
n workers have
nense sacrifices in the
past nine years, By and large
they were willing 1o do so
use they support the
gainst US imperialism
and its mercenaries. The fact
that economic privileges have
been continually handed out 1o

apitalists, while
living
ds were cut, has caused
overt

But in recent months there

n signs that peaple’s AT
patience is wearing thin

I peace

workers win back the right (0
HE ‘“"‘”'“"""”“'k: is mixed, They have no reason o
could nosedive

hoosting investment.

The great danger is that
people disenchanted with the
Sandinista government will be
attracted to the cxtreme
rightwing groupings which pose
the only apparent palitical
alternative

EANWHILE in Panama,
Unele Sam has had no
end of frouble dislodging
General Noriega from power.
The conflict is a strange one.
Noriega has been a protege of
Washington sinee the 19603,
when he was recruited 10 the
CIA. He has strong links o the
Pentagon, and had a good
working relationship  with
Colonel Oliver North, the key
figure in the Iran-Contra
scandal
Reagan’s real concern is not
Noriega himsell, but the future
ol the Panama Canal, In the
19705 President Omar Torrijos.
riding a wave of nationalist
senlimy negotiated the return
of the Canal Zone to Panaman-
1an control and the removal of
US troops by the year 2000,
The US presence in Panama is
very imponant. So important in
fact that the country’s national
currency is the US dollar. The
American military presence
includes the 193rd Infantry. the
3rd Batallion 7th Forces group.
the Air Foree Southern Division
and the US Naval Southern
Command

EAGAN HAS been

anxious to water down the
concessions made to Torrijos in
the seventies, but Noriega
resisted. So he seized on the
charges of drug-running against
the General asa pretext toslapa
financial blockade on the
country, hoping 1o foree him
oul.

When the blockade [ailed to
hington moved
{0 a riskier stralegy: sponsOring
poliligal resistance within the
country. When the hesieged

One
n

5 out, the willingness S8 nable or umwilling
ost Nicaraguan Workers 10 oy government  workers,
of m I 0 pay g0
eir belts will

strikes broke out. Massive

very thin indeed. UnIess o piny olags action has boosted

A the anti-Noriega struggle.

Yet the mood among warkers

Jove their couniry’s military
dictator. yet they dislike the way

Dl the United States takes it upon
v Nicaragua Which g deide Panama’s e
ine sociali
ﬂu“n workers
g industry and
the alfairs of state mast wor
1y see leftwing polities in holicy lasco (oF b
the palicies of (e ooy pians will be hoping he
Yeu these are oo loy iy to reetily if theough
i pnlme':, military intervention.
cessions (o
aimed al

As we wrile, Noricga is still
hanging on. Whatever his
eventual fate, this must e
“halked up as another forcign
n. Muost

kers

T O Lincoln
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| A US newspaper survey

found that twice as many
ople knew the names
of Snow While's seven
dwarls as knew the
ﬂ}‘ n Democrat

Truth in advertising
SO THE Israeli gavern-
ment has ordered tourist
bureaus to stop des-
cribing Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem as just "a
stone's throw” from each
other. Apparently it's
“not appropriate right

now
Sounds quite approp-

riate to us. With the
official death toll of
Palestinians ‘st app-
roaching 150, maybe
they'll also advise rabbis
that the Ten Command-
ments are just “recom:
mendations”

Rough at the top
THE WELL dressed
executive this year will
be wearing a vest made
of Du Pont Keviar. Not
only does it complement
a pinstriped suit ...t
also withstands a 357
calibre bullet from a
disgruntled employee
The vests are a steal at
between $600 and
§1400, depending on
style and degree of
resistance o bullets. For
the well-dressed union
official, there are
fashionable bullet-
resistant safari jackets
Those sensitive
documents can be
carried in an electrified
briefcase, available from
a crowd called CCS
Communication Control
for about $3000. Its grip
dispenses 47,000 volts to
an unauthorised hand

Once upon aftime .. .

® 20 years ago — Anti-nuclear senator Jo Vallentine

was a member of the Gounlry party.
12 years ago —George Bush, Iront runner for the
US Presidency, headed the GIA

® 9 years ago — Mick Youl
Want To Work

ng wrote a book called /

® 1 year ago — The Democrats’ election policy on

telephone charging includ
basis of time not distance”.

Ten years in jail?

What about an 18
month suspended
sentence or twoyears on
probation? Thal's what
two drug runners for the
Loyalist Ulster Volunteer
Force got. The judge
accepled their story that
the drugs were intended
for the undercover Royal
Ulster Constabulary's
anti-terro

Try th.
gel busled for an ounce
of grass

Blunt axe

N THE wake of the
1 grash,
of yuppies (Young Un
employed Previously
Professional Investment
Executives) have lost
their jobs. According to
the English Financial

ed “Assessment on the

American bank an-
nounced redundancies
over the firm's loud
speaker system

Here )z, the
methods are much more
tasteful. O emporary

worker in the Victorian
Public Service was given
his couple of week's
notice in a letter
commencing, “Your
term of employment has
been extended o

K\" ng

P

 acne @
TTUPF\E CHePPER €D

the nearest build ng,
Inside rooms, open
windows and close
curtains, On the playing
fields, continue playing
We know the British

the playing
Eton. We didn't
they actually believed if!

fields of
think

Charge sustained
STILL in England ... &
Major Gilding told a

VICTORIAN public servants
are under attack from the state
government after their union
leadership gave away
permanency and accepted
redundancy in return for the
second tier 4% wage rises.

The two top leaders have tried
to bail out of the union (VPSA)

Secretary

| successor 1o Anderson

job

Secretary Jim Young failed inan
altempi to become Trades Hall
President Jim
Anderson was “promoted™ 10
union rep on the Public Service
Board. And an alternative
leadership which mobilised 400
| angry members al a mecting
| before Christmas has put all
their energies into electing a

When a Ministry of Housing
report recommended that the
stafl at s regional offices be
increased by 320 and only 55
stafl were offered, some sort of
action was expecte

Maintenance officers put
bans on repairing  Ministry
houses, and refused to make
stock suitable to be handed over
fo tenants,

This action didn't faze
Minister Bunna Walsh,
supposedly a Socialist Left

member. The only people the
bans were hurting were those on
the Ministry's lengthy waiting
list for housing, so why should
he care? :

Housing officers in the

A regions then upped the ante
But there have been 7 hey placed bans on collecting
PAGE 6 — SOCIALIST ACTION

themselves.
Stafl in the regions walked

outinprotest, They were out for
six days

An urgent mecting was
organised with Minister Walsh
The outcome was a scll out
Workers were paid [or one strike
day and a six month working
party was sel up to review
stalfing in the regions. No extra
stafl have been hired

The situation at the State
Library is more promising. Ata
meeting onc Monday last
October, stafl decided to close
down publicaceess to the library
for the day. That then turned
into a regular Monday closurc.

Management actually agreed
to the Monday closures,

shares a common foyer will
Library was hit
handlers, the pec
after your bags and
you go into the

Library or

Museum, were stood down
when they refused to stafl the
foyer

As we go lo press
government has of
$250,000 to pay for 10 po
and staff are considering the
offer.

Ul!hk\.”UU.‘«\!!L‘._nl|ll|.h|l.||“"
a six month working party.
State Library stafl only go for
committees that last two weeks
Again, unlike Housing, St
Library has gone for publi
support 1o help them protest
agaimns! low staffing

Jeff Goldhar

I

the British Social Democr
Federation, “more harmful, more in the
widest sense of the word unsocial, than a
strike?™

Fortunately, workers p:

1o such ideas
Marxs day [ assive battles
shaped Marx's the
contribution was to bring
strains: the political wde
the economic str of workers

Capitalism, said Marx in
writings, brings workers together in large
They then combine into ur
10 resist hosses” attempts 1o hold down

reality

his earlier

Enterprises. 15

and conditions. Limited possibilities to
make economic gains lead 1o political
action, as local actions against one employer

develop into more generalised strupgle
placing demands on the state. This process
eventually eulminates in revolution,

As Engels put it, “Strikes are the military

-neral strike took place in
wice as long as thal

History’s first
Britain in 1842, lasti
of 1926. 1t saw fying pickels, workers
commitiees that foreshadawed soviets, and
political ¢ \ds, Marx and Engels didn'l
invent revolutionary unionism, they saw il

UT AN economic boom later
undermined the Chartist yement
and a
develoj
within the moven
bureaucracy, with
Unions began to turn &
action, with the H[nm‘;
warning: *Keep from strikes as 3
m‘.m ..'u-m..?u\ animal.” They began ";
separate political actvities from indusiria
ones, and shy away {rom the former. J
Recognising the change. Marx nmwlall
unw[u|'<|["|I!|IH|I|_E|||t'[ll.\1'|\::~[n\1plldr(l iy

The quality of BECUTIVE SHELDGER: I a T - ¥
Marching orders mem‘} Y Times, the methods of ‘)"‘_"_‘"“\:’dm ‘”_‘UU\J!:"“ ¢ Tk e ' =
5 sacking them are blunt vas leading a cavalry, [ “The Strike": 1886 oil painting "
WE WERE interested 1 v\~ vrouyou e charge when ne put : - it -
. would you expect e exireme ge wi put a - o - = = ees.
see that NSW police :
3 to get i you pleadec k bin liners Music on
Ehiel Avery ©on- . o possessing pure or handing 5 [ ]
afedblackactivists . o cocaine urity cards and “Suddenly there wasa
©on a peaceful "‘W‘*‘Tr':; worth over $15 million?  then being told why. One call and the u nl
Dayprotest, commen! nder of hoov
there were “some Play the game ry 1[:';}:‘ )
inals, police and Mavine ahelevoun WHAT do you do if the ined the cavalry |
rs who predicted, ¥ bomb drops on your arge. | gave my horse by i sin
g‘m‘_!’ﬂd’mps hoped for, 'hli | as a commissioner can rein: someone in  school? Pupils at the I Socialists support the unions, while recogni thg
olence.” their job, then why shouldn't | dc ac! s L] i f
B s anc putihom outof job? | g I L ] e W : their limitations. Janey Stone exp\alr:seléow e
. ordered your — Brian O'Neill. NSW Indu: mmissioner  issued the following major should try again ] Marxist view of trade unions has evolved.
_hnlﬂ_fba;plolwlnesm_p & The film Wall Street does for putation of  instructior s time off the road
mm in Manqunr’xe business what Jaws did for fish If you're in the built aps on the playing s hich they  war against the effects of the existing
frinstance . . . — Business Aeview Weekly  areas, lake cover ins fields of Eton OCIALISM AND the class struggle  school of the working wr-‘m 1 \\lH\Hl” Y vstem. instead of.._using their organised
. prep ms s [on c sirupgle 59 i .
seem an obvious combi prndeiisy St B orces as a lover for the final emancipation
which cannot be avo I e
GOVT WORKERS m" fightbacks in a number of areas, rent. That meant 53 million less  preferring to ¢ today. Yet socialists b fore Marx, .. which envisaged anatural  of the \u-lkmyd-l";t JH[::\LHht'::I‘l;‘Llla:::LJﬂt::
e where workers have been  in the government’s colfers TR some even later, ignored the <e of development. has  sec ""‘h"” e i uhions s
VPSA cxasperated by cuts in their Walsh then told re So the struggle. Sume saw actions like strikes “"'I“'“F "‘ “:."'I'I’an‘ tiste. stouclises and
on numbers because of stafl freezes, managers to stand dow tactics and closed public access as an obstacle. “Can a be wishful thinking. Marx and Eng : “;}‘f:‘l‘r'r:.,:.- : rise to this limited
strik and by departments trying to  housing officers, Some refused.  on any day of the week. As well imagined,” wrote Hyndman, leader of  their views on real evenisi Brtains Criiul . oo
e paythe 4% from wages'budgets.  They were then stond down access to the Muscum, which Chartist union movement st

I 1916 Lenin tackled the problem as part
of his theory of imperialism He argued lh.:%
imperialist_countrics like _Britam dm;
super-profits fro heir empires, and NN.
some of the loot Lo sections of the working
class, turning them inio @n upper L-.ylur
which supported capitalism These mhr«
capitalism’s “lghour lieutenants .“ ;
formed a*labour aristocrac The strengt
of mi«:lmuu“-lhulm:mdlmuuml_\ the
matenal base lor union hurcaucracy ..m
relormism. rather than just warn against

es OF ciravals.

ml?';:“\cn:\"‘u often repeated umtm'f""\

by socialists today, but it his flun‘d{:m n}\an

weaknesses, One is that it {sn't clede ul

Lenin thought the labour ar |~Locra;$_rrv«. Ic

Sometimes il seems 10 be union @ u::;

sometimes (he crafl unions, SomELn i
ons (“respectful, meek,

white collar un 3 ok
relormist and patniolic offliee emplu,u—uuh.
Sometimes il cven seems (o be all uni

SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 7




members in the imperialist countries. Yet
he sitwation of each group is clearly
different.

At the same time he refers to an
“infinitesimal minority ", suggesung that the
mass of workers are not rctormist but
revolutionary. Bul a cursory glance al
history or at today’s working class shows
this to be false; except in revolutionary
situations, reformism is entrenched
throughout the working class.

ENINS ECONOMIC explanation also

ils. Higher wages in one sector tend to

flow through to others, so that impe

cannol separate oul an “aristocracy”

through bribes. On  the other  hand,

assuming it could do so, i is would suggest

that wage differentials would be higher in

imperialist countries. Yet in reality they are
narrower than in the third world.

Lenin had a limited understanding of the
Jegal trade union movements operatng in
the west so his analysis was too schematic.
He identified conscrvative ideas among
craft uniomists, for example, but didnt
allow for fluctuations in (hat consciousness.
Thus in Britain, it was traditionally
comscrvative enginners who formed a mass
shop stewards’ movement during World
War, and showed considerable

* revolutionary CORSCIOUSNEss.

Lenin’s comrade Zinoviev had singled out
munitions workers as part of the labour
aristocracy, yet in Petrograd’s Putilov

No, BOB HASN'T
FORGOTTEN THE
WORKING cLASS ... !!

) Dont forget +o
SUBSCRIBE TO
Soctaust |

ACTION =

10issues .. . §7 20 issues

Post 10 Box 274, Brungwich :
i 3056
Cheques payabie 1o Socialist Action
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works they played a revolutionary role in
1917.

It was the German Marxist Rosa
Luxemburg and the Italan Antonio
Gramsei who developed a more coherent
analysis of the union bureaucracy as 4 5o al
layer, and of trade uNion CONSCIOUSNESS &5
being tied to capitalism.

Luxemburg had ohserved legal umions
and the legal German socialist party at st
hand. During several decades of prosperity
and peace belore the first World War, the
German unions had grown but developed
what she called “historically necessary
evils™ a layer of professional full time
leaders, resulting in bureaucratism and

passive
3 me Lo value the
anisalion as anend in itsell, forgetting 1t
urpose. and they were less and
o take risks. They also sought a
‘new theory which would open up an
illimitable vista of economic progress Lo the
trade union struggle within the capitalist
system.” 1L is as if Rosa Luxemburg had
2n the Accord!

msci stressed the fact that
unions are workers' organisations, th =
still organisations operating within @
capitalist logic. “The trade union is the form
that labour as a commodity necessarily
assumes in a capitalist regime when it
organises to dominate the market.”

forse

while

NIONS UNITE workers, but also
divide them. They bring them together,
but for the purpose of competing with those
of other trades. Workers accumulate their
“praperiy”. their labour power, in “firms™

which resembl pitalist firms. Bargaining
takes place, the unmion officials sign
agreements which they then have to police.

Workers start to feel alienated from their
oW umions
The workers feel ‘their organisaiion, ife
trade union, has becom
apparatus that it no
to the masses
howse they
patieni effo
and tears,

stch an enormois
aheys laws... foreign

They feel that even in.... the
have buili tenaciously, with
1. cementing it with their blooed
e nrachines crusfies nian and
hureaucracy sierilizes the creative spirii.”

How then can workers learn 1o go beyond
trade union comsciousness
organisation?

darx and Engels only became aware
relatively late in theircareers that there were
limitations to trade union organisation, and
gested only makeshift solutions
was the [irst to address the issue
systematically. His 1902 book Wiar is 1o he
done? is ofien guoted

The usual summation of Lenin's views
based on this book, is that in spontaneous
struggle workers can only develop a narrow
union consciousness, and that revolutionary
awareness can only be brought 1o them lrom
“outside” by intcllectuals. But there is much
more to Lenin's views than that,

It is casy to show that Lenin raised
differing arguments about how
revolutionary consciousness could develop.
For example there is the often-gquoted
comment on the 1905 rising to the effect that
the working class is “instinctively and
spontancously” socialist, But Lenin hadnt
Just changed his mind since 1902, Rather his
ideas developed with experience

and

Lenin

N HIS earliest work he sounds like th

early Marx. The struggle of the facun
workers, he wrote in 1896, “inevitably fum
into a struggle against the entire socl
order.” This was written amidst an upsurg
amongst the new Russian proletariat.

What is to he dore? was
Lenin hammered Lhe points h
to bolster his argument for a coherent pary
ation he lifted a theory from Kt

itsky. then considered
Marxist theo
said that since Marxism Was a SCIENCE,

the vehicle for science is the bourge
intellectuals, that Marxist ideas must &
the workers from outside, by

referrcd to this elitist note
1hi

again, and
the workers are
their own right. Le

ightly so. The
1 a revolutionary clasi

nin saw the workers it
realis

class, and sought
al through a ¥

best summa

their |
ty. His views are
King at t N

juote in full

class imsfinclive

revilufonal

years of w
has done a gre
spontaneity intg conseions

To ask whet workers
spontaneously Lt
wrong question
are revolutionary T'he
increase their numbers and influence
that’s where a revolutionary party &

A revolutionary workers' party %
peaple 1o its politics by engaging in the 82
to day struggle alongside them.

yeialist ideas 10 pOse
AL any time some wOrke?

problem

ant
o

hoss in a particularenterprise. As Lenin put
t, in a passage from What is iv be e,
which has very differcnt implications than
the one discussed above:

irical

CONSCIOUSNESS

ers only |
1 owside i
sidde  1he
e

thar is, onl

sphere of

workers

wiledge 15

relationships of fasses

state and government

¥ LOOKING at the whole of society,

workers can grasp the need 1o change

and begin training themselves to lead all the
oppressed in the struggle for revolution:

“Waorking class

al consci

ained 1o respond to all

genuine pol
workers arc |
1yranny, oppression, violence and
matter whai class is affecied

This em
sments of Simon Crean or Tr

think workers should forget their own
selfish™ interests and worry about
national good” instcad. lLenin wante

workers 1o hroaden their outlook
they could wage a militant
behall of all the opy
natio

“The Sucial Do
he the trade wnion vecr
of the people

ltshould be clear how mistaken are those
people who imagine Lenin’s views were
incompatible with Rosa Luxem s
ot true that Lenin opposed spontancity
while Luxemburg simply endorsed it

The differences ones of

ine

were largely

who smothered
th their formal
nmered the union
‘would in the manner of a

and parliamentarians

officials who

hoard of directors, put the mass strike on
the calendar on an appointed day” The
mass strike, she said. “is not artifically
made, but is a historical phenomenon which
at a given moment results from social
condihions.

Gramsci’s ideas, too, were essentially

apatible with Lenin's but he added some
important He cmphasized re
organising production under the control of

raorship camonly be

organisation that is
of producers — not
es of capival.’

E SAW IN the growth of democratic

factory councils during the great
sirikes in Lurin leus of a new
social organisa I'he council, by giving
the workers direct responsibility for
production, “creates the psychology of the
producer, the creator of history,” and the
result is very different than that achieved by

ordinary trade unionism:
In the trade union, workers' solidarity
was fosiered by the siruggle againit

capiralisn, in suffering and sac rifice. In the
otk consciotsness.. thatl
affirins s sovereigniy,
dom to create

council, it is a foy
by useful work
realises its power and free
histary

In the councils Gramse
beginnings of suyiet-Lype organisations
could embody demogratic workers' pOWEL
Not lang after he began devoting imsell 10
building a Leninist revolutionary party.
Marxisis had in

{sought tofind the
s Lhat

=
SociausT ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
classless sociely in which the econamy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and soclal
life. Countries |ike Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revalution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempis to linker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to sacialism. Their state (s a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

‘Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannat make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work ta build a
stronger revolutionary movemant out of
{he struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
|ead the struggle for saeialism 3

Internationalism

We are inlernationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
parriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within asinglecountry. ltmustbe
spread to other couniriesor itwill Ia_lI.Fm
these reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we Oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of oné country against
others. Only under worldwide
socialism can there be an end to war
and the threat of nuclear war, and an
end to the abuse of the environment.

Liberation from Oppression
the
fight for (iberation and against
uw;pregssiun of women, blacks, migranis
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class. Thefight against |h_em|sanessen—
tial part of building 2 united mvniulio:é
-ary movement. They can only be ends
through ending capitalism and building
soaialism.

' od

for Soclalist Action. It's no goos
v:;t.;lkm:; about the world: the point nf
Jlu change it Marxist theary and pro

combating the division between €€ . ) 1 : BEE i i ”a
ombiting (he dSIOn beWhech oyl cmphasis, Lenin sought to  emphasiz What all the great workers' paganduareonlymea"’"ﬁ'"""hw;w
B It cnaisly U4 8 (Rl Sl bpenisatlon, beois je  common was the struggle for & WRCL 1) 0ige 1o action, In 1 arienns. o S
ERRiBlie. n o it S here pove| WS EUING dgainst reformisis who wanted movement that moved '";""" ;m“m o} moveménts and wher*’l":r,a'::ﬁsu are
ivision between the siale 10 keep the cla a share of the wealth within €3 ' iahiing for a better worid,
divisi : om0 e class steug he trade union “in { tighting for t's where
appears ta lie, and the economy (R evel which it had already *spontancously”  4te abulition of the WEET system itsll 40 SR oy of tne fight 1 AR
L.w:.su rests with the mn""‘|‘ b ey reachied ] 1988, when s0 mu hn[nurellt'l)"g“‘:mul yauwaf'ltﬂ'”""'“'"
- . . 15 1 it is il u
‘C.'x(\‘h‘.‘:ﬁlik‘mllﬁ.:“‘:“,(::“nlum on 5 Luxemburg by contrast was arguing  defending the il l; ”rlll::i‘::i;:'ﬂ""‘
cus their a or A0 against the German trade s s socialists do not lose sight o
DLt slbugs Heliwean WODETE German trade union burcaucrats ® SOCIALIST ACTION— PAGE 8
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‘Save us from Davis! say
drivers

THE VICTORIAN Trans-
port Workers Union (TWLU)
is about to get a shake up. A
reform group, which is tired

of “a union with no guts” is
appealing to widespread
disenchantment with the old
guard of the Victorian
leadership.

Al the core of the reform
group arc a number of former
brewery driver militants who
fought against the trucking giant
Linfox when it 100k over CUB’s
truck fleet @ year ago. Having
been sacked three times last
year, they were finally victimised
last September. Since then they
have been fighting for in the
courts for re-instatement

They have had to fight not
only Linfox, but also the
ERIEIRIE i fhieic urinn. AL the
original picket line a1 CUB they
received minimal help from the
TWL. When they finally were
sacked for the last time, the
union washed its hands of the
men, even voling against them
and with the hosses in the
Industrial Commission.
Subsequently, organiscrs
refused 10 rencw their union
membership. The officials

claimed that they “were no
longer in the industry” despite
the fact that they were long
.t.landilng members and were
actively seeking to get their

ik g Lo g eir jobs

The reform group has a
serious orientation to winning
the support of rank and file
members, They have spent many
hours going around the
They leafletted pi
armoured car drivers and mass
meetings of oil tanker drivers
They have held a rank and file
meeting attended by over 30
warkers, and many more have
contacted them with messages of
support

Reform group leaflets are
being spread widely through the
industry. One has even turned
up as far away as Tarcutta in
NSW.

The slogan
“Save us from Davi
15 the Victorian branch
secretary. Under his leaders}
the union has a reput
providing little

group is
Jim Davis

service. As

historically has only
where the members 1he
had asignificant say in what
wanied ang
stick 1ogethe

were

prepared

The program of the
concentrates on creating a more
democratic union, wh
pravides a better service for
members and fights for
improved wages and conditions.

For example, they want a
women's liaison officer. As one
participant told Socialist
Action, “women members are
completely neglected. Womer
drivers at the brewery had
washroom facilities at all

5
1

TWU's Jim Davis looks down his nose at militant drivers.
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Other areas of concern are
welfare, insurance for owner-
drivers, and health and safety
issues.

It is clear that the current
leadership feel the group is a
serious threat. Last year one of
the organisers king-hit activist
Chris Keily inside Trades Hall
and then Davis threatened him
with “I've got mates in th
industry and I'm going to h
you fixed”

More recently,
who hadn't n seen in the
vards for months, suddenly
turned up to warn drivers tha
any who attended the refo
group meeting “would ha
union ticket ripped up &

organisers,

-

out of & job™. They asked bosscs
to tell them who put notices up.
They even threcatened to

disaffiliate from Trades
Council forallowing the militant
drivers to leaflet there weckly!

With Lindsay Fox planning
his next move and conditions in
the industry deteriorating, the
is ripe for a rank and fil
It will have to take
on the union officials as well as
the hosses.

faney Stone

w

More Sharp
practices

WHERE there’s a will there’s a
way. BLF “custodian" lan
Sharp hasn't been able to come
up with any evidence of
misappropriation of money,
even though he's had the union’s
books since last October. But the
Cain government can't afford to
admit defeat on this one — their
I cal credibility is
involved,

b!J Sharp has tried two new
lactics, Late in March he
attempted Lo seize the assets of
the WA branch of the union
which is still legal and registe
The pstensible reason was that
the Victorian hranch had
transferred funds there
following the raid in Victoria

I'he BLF had some success in
court, but two WA branch
accounts are now frozen, despite
it being common knowledge
that the money is no longer in
WA, The custodian has also
served papers on the
Commonwealth Bank with the
intention of forcing them 1o
present their records. This may

BLF RAID

too

repression.
r.ul:r'e 10 follow. Demands for
‘ democrulic rights have a way
::L‘m““‘;]“: up legally, bt of slipping away from the
c ye other bang i otables of reforming
;LIU“U;IUJI\ being I"'Khlc.};dﬂ‘r[; neal i's““‘la
rom dealing y -
Wh \‘I : ILL: ulll.,hl‘h,j Hnion, 1‘N‘:Vlr quest for national rights
; custodian e, . Lights
v : Vi i F stimperialist Opression c2
u.ju\‘, ;k-_\l'u'l’!‘;‘r\lhu?l\ A is ot \‘ff’p‘?n’ grg:m )
BWIU s a ,“p:”::l'!hum.c m.m_\_mmhmh‘gum.wn.;.p
e I ape 1n
jurisdiction for labourers mﬁ:‘;; e seinand e s Flape

state may not be irrelevany

lan Sharp

Sharp's other tactic is rather

lagher will be

id of
Evidence

acking

presumibly
lengthy

battles.
I'he

nployers commenced |
ceedings
(secondary hoycolt) provisions

cscalated

irned ther
pending: th

aony until the end of the job.
Atanother site, the days of the
old penal powers have returned
with the Commission fining the
unions 51000 for each day out
This employer offensive 15
making itscll felt in other ways
too. With production being
pushed throughout the city, nol
only is safety often forgotlen.
also
increasingly common, T he result
of this period of crushing umon
rights and workers' conditions
may well be a future disaster.

HEN ANY dictatorship
WSlaﬂs to ease off on its
{rouble is almost

recent weeks

Most spectacular have been
the demanstralions and rots in
Caucasus region of the

‘l!l\";SR‘ Here, hundreds of
thousands perhaps a million
f

_ Armenians demonstral
ceveral days runmng in early
March. They were showing
>n|idnmy\\i(hﬂ‘nnu Armen
who live inthe Karabakh re
of Azerbaijan, the stat¢
door, and who are subjected 1o
religious and cultural dis-
crimination.

The demonstrations drew in
many workers and two days of
strikes gripped Yerevan, the
capital of Armenia

In Arerbaijan, meanwhile
chauvinist thugs, inflamed by
rumours spread by Azerbajjani
refugees from the Armenian
areas, rioted, killing between
thirty and one hundred peoy

After sending troops and tanks
into Azerbaijan, Mikail
Gorbachev went on Lelevision Lo

next

I. The final decision from
vestigation is due at the end
151. Butin the mean time,
rom Crabb’s office
inging up journalists
m them of the outcome
enquiry. The word is that
harged with
million dollars

may be utterly calf for calm. He met with

but it’s likely ta be a Armenian leaders and convinced
drawn out case. Cam them that the demonstrations
wants to keep the were undermining his reform
boiling past the next program by providing his con
election, and tie the union up in servative enemies with a stick to
and expensive legal beat him, He promised that
Armenian grievences would be

repercussions on  the investigated at the highest levels
ing sites continue, At one These tactics seem to have
Melbourne site worked and an uneasy calm

settled in the region.

under the 450

HEN IN late March, the
Kremlin announced the
result of its “investigation” —
there was to be no change in the
status of Karabakh. Tens of

dispute over ameniles
into a strike, Evem
kers have now
re further wnts

h the wi

nployers are now thousands of soldiers and police
1o force the unions to were shipped into Armenia and
provide puarantees on industrial Karahakh to head off any

protests. Armenian leaders were

Yerevan into a ghost-town for
two days.

Two things lie behind the
apparently sudden outburst.
There is not much doubt that
local Cominunist Party officials
i Armenia are hostile 1o
Gorbachev's restructuring. They
have been publicly attacked for
obstructing the process, When
they saw the beginnings of the
agitation around mnationalist

shoddy work 18

faney Stone

Armenian demonsirations test the limits of Gorbachev's reforms.

Russia: the

dangers

of reform

issues earlier this year, they did
nothing to head it off

On the rary, they saw it
as a chance to embarass
Gorbachev and maybe Lo scare
him. After all, even the most
Jiberal dictators hate uncontroll-
ed social unrest

Armenian party officials
allow activists to circulate
petitions and apenly endorsed
the demand for the returning of
Karabakh to Armenia.

In this they have much in
common with the party bureau-
crats in Kazakhstan whao, in
December 1986 unleashed riots
in Alma-Ata in an attempt to
protect themselves lrom
Gorbachev's new broom which
was sweeping through theirstate

But more importantly there s
al depth of nationalist feeling
in Armenia. For decades now
the central government in
Moscow has encouraged this
Armenians in neighbouring lran
and Turkey are viciously op=
pressed. Soviet Armenians
generally believe that they are
better off, having their own state
and at least some right to use
their language and practice their
religi 2 Oh

Soviet Armenians’ main
national gricvance has been that
a million of their country people

ar

are trapped in Azerbaijan

HE ARMENIAN events

Tollow closely on smaller but
gnificant events in the rest of
Russia’s empire. In the Baltic
States — Latvia, Lithuania and
Estonia — nationalist dissidents
touok to the sireets earlier this
year to commemorate their lost
independence. Between 1918 and
1939/40 these small couniries
were independent. After the
Hitler-Stalin Pact they were
swallowed up by Russia and are

il held.
sI'Ililnhl ithuania and Estonia the
Jaunched dawn raids on
ivists, arresting and
They stepped up
ikely venues for
and used dogs

police
Jeading act
beating them.
patrolsal all the
demonstralions i
and truncheo (] dnps.rs:‘
crowds. 1n Talli Jeast, mma
undreds of Estonians manage
gather.
i !V;h.u:h bigger demonstrations
were held in March when
(housands gathered ||1:hc streels
of Latyian and Estonian cities.
In Brasoy in
i year
November last ¥
of students and workers went

this was an enormously cour-
ageous action. Although vigioys-
Iy attacked by police the cvents
mn Brasov sparked similar actions
ineight other Rumanian towns,

Most impressively, dissidents
In [our other countries were
inspired to held solidarity
demonstrations in Februa
Although the largest of these —
in Poland and Hungary — only
attracted some hundreds of
supporters, they represent an
important step forward in East-
ern European solidarity. Solid-
arity has been limited. The
Hungarian Revalution of 1956
began with demonstralions in
support of Polish workers. When
the Solidarity trade union was at
its peak in Poland in 198081
similar unions were set up in
Estonia and Yugoslavia, though
on a very small scale.

But international solidanty is
crucial in Eastern Europe. While
the Russians and their local
henchmen can pick off one
country at a time, victory for
‘East European workers will never
be possible. The February 1st
demonstrations, then, no matter
how small, arc a great
inspiration

0 COUNTRY in Eastern
N Furope has been untouched.
In January the East German
government held processions 1o
comemmorale the great socialist
revolutionaries Karl Liehknecht
and Rosa Luxemburg {who
must have been turning in their
graves).

These processions were
“disrupted” by dissidents who
raised banners reading
Freedom is always for those
who think dil ferently.” They
were  promptly arrested  and

jailed. Ironically, the quote On
the banners Was from
L uxemburg.

In March alone, students in
Krakow (Poland) marked the
anniversary of their role in the
1968 student movement with
protests on campus. 8000
Czechs attended a mass in
Prague Cathedral and
{housands more went into the
streets in Bratislava 1o demand
freedom of religion: 10,000
Hungarians marched for
democracy and palitical and
economic refarm
c‘)ll is 100 soon 10 predict what
will come n[l'h.ecumm‘umu'l;
1t may be that for somnemr!he
reforming elements 1m0 ;
pureaucracies will carry lhgl ;:
and profest and dissent will

support th';:e

\ions. But sooner of later the
:;l'lﬂﬁ will go “to0 far n.:i[
{hen we will see the ml:pﬂ;e:m

stingagainst
mmlmmm;?:;:‘;:g pﬁowel Marx's l!hﬂ:"r:ll:m:;."
: w‘s.algmm e ﬂll'lll‘llﬁﬁr Graham Willett
Shcrtlahgvc;:tnl of the dictatorships
mos!
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OUR COVERAGE of the Middle East continues to arouse controversy. Sociafist

. S Ahorigines Aborigine: %
Actio, INCE 1788 A : \horigines to establish 1he
i n an North @

welcomes letters, but we request you keep them brief, no more than 250 words. Send they, to Wisaatonght mant Rl 0

h ; d
PO Box 274, Brunswick, Victoria 3056. - s, hut utways the lan

which have given
central concerm.

them some organizational

¢ heen 4 g muscle 1o ¢ -
h’:!: this involves not just 5%, m‘“ikngﬁcf‘::: gnr;\c:ma-:;n_m
Capitalist utopia for Isracl, has shown no incli- Tof )‘m of land, but self- i gt e AL
" nation ta attack Zionism. Nor gwnership ¢ ull aspects of el : n of the
Tony Brown thinks it would be Tony B ement of all aspects ! Queensland, Victorian
s v gontrary to Tony Brown’s manag e J 8 and NSW -
nice if Palestinians and Isracl} suggestion, have the reactionary community leisghien A Land Councils
Jews recognised each others’ &

Mainly through these organiza-
tions, Aborigines had succeeded
by 1980 in winning back aver
half the total amount of land
associated with contemporary
Aboriginal communities,
though the gams are confined
mainly 1o the Northern
Territory and South Australia
In 1982, the Black movement
mobilized around protests atthe
Commonwealth Games in
Brishane. A threatened black
African boyeott foreed the
Bjelke-Petersen Government Lo

Gurindji people

E;:ed f:if'l Waye Hill Station

in Western Australia in 1966,

and marched to the he:lm c_;f

their country at Wattie
Creek, they declared: ’

“Jpwas said that we il u“

, rhe wages were Ve

becast I mivions ft o

Arab regimes demonstrated a
commitment or ability to take
on the task

The real threat 10 the Israeli
state comes [rom the same source
as the Lhreat to capitalism in the
region- the Arab working class.
Without massive subsidics the For Tony Brown, having both
sraeli economy would not exist an Israeli and a Palestinian state
Tecaslls ba]aﬂci‘ of tmde dehcit 1B the precondition for working
L Ausinalin® laok minor elass solidarity. For us. working

In return for this support class action is the precondition
Tersel, inits.own rednecked way, for a solution of ll_w_ problem of
promates the general S Zionist and imperialist domina-

right to a state. This proposal is
justa capitalist utopia. It ignores
two crucial features of the situa-
tion: imperialism and class.
Crucial o the Zionist state is
{inancial support from the USA,
at least $1000 per Isracli citizen

poor
for dogs, and rart

o
mainly of salt beef aned bre
True enough. Bul we

away for other reasons as well
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I 3 -d companies already - anies have dug
Yes there are differences land trusts to hold title over allowed compa as mining comp:

I 0 ye: ot belong Lo
o Evelyn Flitman, Pa 40,000 }L..\[\ did no g

Goldhar for their ideal of + stinian exodus was due to

laimes - 0 or exploralion g i
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ghts hefore

7 cated majority
T o nbah in the Kimberkeys. — ALP survey indicate
R P s o1 i o micrest Wed established Noonkanbil ® (Vs hewan  upport for Black demanids

ing a Palestinian bantustan _ he eriticises modern-day Tsraclis Bty dike: Uie U EI
};ﬂhaut lmd:[\:nd\'nl armed — for giving Arabs “the lower-paid  Palestinian refugees 550 were caused by the
which benefits from US subsidies  Isracl is criticised for the 2:,‘.:',";.“:.;‘;"" fsrael in 1348 Is  palestinian leaders opposed the

|m_mE\a\‘rclung‘\lnmd fromthe Sa it is v ’:;"Th:'ms':?-. e
USA. Who funds the sophisti- purtray the event accurately
cated weaponry used by the Unfortunately k”"r.‘ :

ab states and

exodus.

re [ar more
debate than

& o ormed the basis of nl || e nalice
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refuted by Zionist apologists

and even fuels th
eir myth- ;
making. politics of Lebanon

torics, has an area less than one
third the size of Tasmania. The
West Bank is about one quarter

Labor to land rights only after .\,g‘mwnu:\r

the tent embassy was setup. union hans The \
| Labor Council put 4

ible o wi

WA Tradesand 4o pinal functions withoul

protests were held in Darwin
ban On e fuss from the media

and  Alice Springs. Black

} e T ] ad ! S e ssion’s s fied that i Abaoriginal
BRIt . ignorance, since Socilist A solidarity was prowing In any case, the Commissio il it was saus ever this year A 00
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hardly a viable size for a state.  incident, They oite the way (1. | and the Palestinian case, de Aborigines should be one were confined to the Northern S1 laced land rights back on 1
The Arab countries surround- s ey cite the way ihat  gerved better d

the Left only ever quotes the

ing Israel have an area over 300 Deir Yassin massacr
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a
times Israel’s, Why then is Isracl

8 o the : e law in v Forthcoming
strong foree, (o get things that  Terntary. It was left up to U {E BILL becant national agenda. i
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THECOMMUNISTMm-
ifesto is probably the
only Marx and Engels that
many revolutionaries ever
read cover 10 COVET.

The Manifesto holds our
attention hecause, with superb
pamphbclocnngsknll. the palitics
uf international working class
revolution COMeacross as power-
fully naw as they did 140 years
ago when il was writtcn

By the [840s, industrial
capitalism had politically van-
quished feudalism. Now trading
volleys on the centre court were
capitalistsand the working class.
The Manifesto gave working
class polities revolutionary theo-
retical shape.

Communist Politics were
distinct from the prevailing
“sacialisms” of the time — the
utopians who concocted idealis-
tic and fanciful models of
society, and the middle class
political cosmeticians who
wanted 10 nid capitalism of its
sogial warts through peaceful
reform

Unlike these socialists, how
ever, the communists were act-
ually dangerous to the capitalist
class. “A spectre is haunting
Europe — thespectre of commun-
ism " begins the Manifesto. Fear-
ful capitalists tried to present
communism as a “nursery tale”
ogretofrighten the infant pr
tarial. The Manifesto shows why
the ogre is one for the ca Pl]u‘hl’\
only.

S OPENING serve is a
.benul): The history of all
h.nherlﬂ existing society is the
history of class struggles”. This
slices through all the talk of
muddled academics about his-
tory being driven by the oratory
and diplomacy of Great States-
men and Kings and Generals. It
nlso‘culslhrnugh the din of the
;u;:_u:ilish' press and their
arliamentary hacks i
that the hul} fr:::}:l':]:l::;
windbags fills the sails of history.

The roots of histary, says
Marx, lic in the ;hdnglrﬁ:
methods of production of
material goods. When neolithic
humans turned the first pot
20,000 years ago, surplus agri-
cultural produce could be
stored. Groups of peaple devel-
oped a special relation 1o this
surplus — theclass of labourers
who produced it, and the class
who controlled it and traded it.
The latter employed armed force
Lo protect it, steal it from others
A‘s‘ud enslave people (o inereasc

Aerelfent

@ommuniftifchen Partei.
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Marx’s Manifesto:
‘A spectre is
haunting Europe’

As productive methods
develop so the class associated
with the new methods is forced
into a struggle with the old
classes that stand in their way
The radical wing of the capitalist
class in the French Revolution
cut off the head of Queen Mar
Antoinetle and numerous feuda
aristocrats, Britain’s capitalists
tao, sliced off a King’s head in
their revolution in 1642

These capitalist revolutions
were progressive because they
opened up the technical solution
o the problem of material
scarcity. But the goods produced
are nol free and the competi
struggle amongst

9
capitalists
for higher profits compels them
tocut into their workers'wages
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APITALISM, however,
A_also forces workers to unite
in trade unions to prevent their
wages going through the floor
For Marx, elemental struggle
U\\"rln!}:t‘\'hill’lpul!an[‘n for
the “temporary economic gain
of l_hu wage rise, but for the
political gain of the “ever-
expanding uinion of the wor-
kers”, marshalling their power
tiin‘cenf-rtl ow the whole exploita

capitalist system.
- The aim. then, is the
abolition of private property
\)-'\l the ALP reformists and
the ghost of Joe Sialin claim
they are socialists because they
H“Ilﬂ‘nulnc things, the \1.-?‘-
festo’s socialism ‘““\h,l-h‘.
need for the working class to

i;]“\’ r;-‘n:umy\hc form ol o

ship but also the sopigf o -
of production . dony
labour that m el
the

akes profire X
be iy ““‘-‘Dlhllml::"j

1EM N compelition wigh &
capitalists Othee

We all “own” (he ABC |

t|.|\'\ repe m\\,-u:Hu\Jh\mn.
we controlit Loo we cap Slart‘t"
a

talk of socialism

There is mucl

L ch more

Aanile N the

Manifesto than this mn_"t“t.
o

meat. There are spirited re |
tplies

to the lies put ahout h\-p b

privel &

1 classes: that com,
ans the abolition
personal belongings, the dea
U'lI'.I.\llHrl_lh\'\[l”\n’t‘,lllilldmﬂ{
uality. The Manifesto shoy,
that these 1ssues have one rne;m\
ing for the capitalist class ang
another for the working mul

Forexample \k'llll\ln:-mmur.
ism will abolish private owner.
ship of the means of production
¢ uscd to exploit work-
ers, these factories or landholg-
ot the same as the
Collingwood beanic on your
d or your record collection
no one’s going to take
vou

hem off

And in response 1o the charge

ommunism meansthe “com
ity of women™ Marx shows
this accusation rebounds

yn the capitalists. Since they see
men as property, he points
out, it’s natural they think wo

men will be nationalized. Butl
point for the communists is te

G tion where women
are treated as property

A\ AN EARLY pamphlet
»f Marx and Engels, the
Manifesto inevitably has someé
gaps. Yet to arise in 1848 were
the problems of economic
booms, working class retormism
and trade union bureaucracies

The Manifesto lacks specific
working class can

™ through ca

congues|

he existing state
speltoutin 1850
tsky and others
later ped new Marxis
thearies and practice in response

deve t

to these 1ssues

The Manifesto s ©
rd on revolutl
it is the

the last

mplete
cialism

workers have &
and nothing Lo
chains, Writing in 1948, Karl
and Frederick EnE
posed this challenge

140 years later, these ideas
are still indispensible in facing
up fo it

Phil Sh

oL N R
_—

yall Street’: the capitalists are

the bad guys

'WAL[.STRI-‘,ET‘is astrange

sortof film 10 have come ouf
i i

of Hollywood. It is a
ahout €1ass = about W

guys:

Bud Fox (Charlie Sheen) 15 @
nice working class boy who
been to college and has bought
the values of Reagan's Americ
hook, line and sinker. Nosixties
hippy hullshit for him aboul
putting his education 1o work
helping the poor and
downtrodden, Not even the
ceventies compromise of
doctor or lawyer who mig
onably well-off by

hei

Charlie is going Lo T ake 1l
hecause, as he tells his father
“There’s no nobility in poverty
anymore”

Bud works for a stockbroking
firm. He is called an “account
exceutive” but he is really just 4
jumped up salesman. He spends
all day phoning rich people and
asking them to give him their
money Lo invest

Gordon Gekko (Michael
Douglas) 15 a spectacularly evi
capitalist by Hollywood
standards, anyway. Fabulously
rich, he spends all his um
getting richer. He buys and sells
companies, wrecks them if it’s
prafitable to do so, and nevers
considers even [or a moment the
lives of the workers he wrecks in
the process. “1t's all about bucks
The rest is conversation,” is his
motto.

Bud helps Gekko move in on

Bluestar  Airlines, the ailing
company that his father works
for. He sets up a meeting

between Gekko and the union
shop stewards from the
company. Gekko 1s all charm
and reason. The company, he
expliins, is going broke. If
Gekko were 1o buy it he could
with the help of the workers,
save it All it would need would
be for the workers to take a 20%
Pay cut and o work longer
hours, 2
; Bud’s father, who is steward
or the blue collar workers, is
outraged. He is fully aware that
‘lﬂ'l:ce Gekko has the company
h_!ﬂ’ would be nothing to slui)
im breaking it up.
“u:l\;ﬂ. of course, he is right
s ‘slnds. Out just in time that
o what his boss is up to.
ogether, he and the unions set

If the pilots

yut to stop him
won't fly for Gekko, if the
lug going to Keep ending

up at the \\‘rnug destinations, if
unions announce that they
cutbacks then Gekko
-r convince the

tells Bud at one po 3
outside.” What he forgets is that
the system is more than the stock
exchanges and the boardrooms
It is also the workers who build
work the assets that the
e rest on. No-one 15 more
inside the system than the
working class because it 15 on
ers’ co-operation that

and

sh

wor
everything clse depends.

This is not a film
workers always behave the way
socialists would like. The
employees save their jobs by
siding with one shghtly micer
capitalist against the other
because he promises not 10
destroy the company. They still

where

give up Lheir wages and
condilions, as Lthey had agreed L0
for Gekko

RBut then this is exactly what 15
going on in Amenca today
Battercd by the recession and
Reagan’s strong arm 1actics,
subjected 1o just the sort of
corporale wheeling and dealing
that Wall Street depicts, workers
are copping culs much worse
than anything we have seen (yel)
here in Australia

Butin Wall Street the workers
have at least tosted their own
power in defeating Gekko.

Maybe, just maybe, they wont
accept whatever's thrown at
them. Now there’s a plot for a
sequel!

Graham Willett

w

Women workers
cotton on

BOOKS

MENTION THE words
and
immediately you conjure up A
vision of women working in
sweated labour conditions for
some miserable pittance. As

textile workers

{he bouk Of Common clot
women in the

image thi
reality, not just {oday, bu

from the
olution on.

f
But the strength 0 ;
lies, not 1n € rming what W

already kno

ndustry inc : Y e
:mpn"m\t' militancy of WOmER b rmalive :: ,i:,‘,,::x -
: . of the
workers examples of the WP Uiy
Like the cas® of the Philip- most controll Lo |
it - 4 10 environments — r
C any that trie ¢ ! E e
pm“;zmnﬁa{ force Overtime.  zones’ — inspire hop ;
0 h oot
Lmngasiign\i‘ T oms perworker: e couldnt agreE 7
The workers struc 7 _ Liz Russ
i ‘pinjuis! 2
“Camplaining of s R

Michael Douglas as Gekko: speclacularly evil

global textile
ind:um‘documvn(s.lhisism
‘that closely matches
Industrial Rev-

the book

now, but showing us
ide of the piciure

inimane working conditions
their walkout eventually led to.a
massive strike throughout the
Bataan Export Processing
Zone, with 10,000 workers from
over 20 companies par-
ticipating.”

This is why the bosscs, far
from believing their own propa-
ganda about passive women
workers, are actually quick to
callin the cops and ather forces
of the state to control them
Another the way they usé the
state (o hoost profits is through
(ariff_protection, They claim
this saves Jobs, bul the book
shows how new technology axes
jobs regardless of levels of pro-
teclion
E ¢ what should workers o
Campaign {or free xr;yde1 or
resign the mselves 1o job \gss _A=
0f Common Clath explains “S0
1 Jang as production 13 based ::

competition for profits, rather
{han satisfaction of needs, Lhere
is no sure way for workers 10
preserve Lheir jobs™. But they
€ conclude: X
A «m[im‘ workers
movement 10 cz:rr;z:‘l :’1::‘!’;

fons, [0 gues
e P of industriol developmert
€ ondiodevelop orker-cenire
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|Has Hawke lost
the workers?

EFORE | got involved In
revolutionary politics, |
was in the ALP. A rightwing
secrelary dominated my
branch at Oakleigh in
Melbourne. ;
Criticise Gough Whitlam's
backtracking (this was 1974) and
this guy would lecture you with
barely concealed contempt:
“What good are your ‘principles
i you're out of power?" It was a
popular line with Labor's self-
styled “pragmatists
That branch secretary is now
Senator Robert Ray, numbe
cruncher supreme for B

the Unsworth

iled info gblivion alo
Labor hopefuls around
country. In a couple of years
Robert Ray may have neither
principles nor power.

Despite their pretensions
Labor pragmati like Ray are
actually a guite naiv
Young and John Brown
shown this at an individual level.
Their collective naive
lies in their ar;
that working
will tolerate endle:
ments

Andatthe

have the pragmatist:
their efforts?
1

..and then it
was down fo trivia like Sunday
opening of pubs, The Harald was
oo polite to mention Labors
other leg; n health
and education systems which
give Nick Greiner the perfect
pretext to privatise them

LABOH‘S Pragmatists have
grasped at various straws to
explain the March 19 debacle.
Gun laws, an “It's Time" mo
in NSW, even Barrie Unsworth's
lack of charm — we heard ery
EXcuse. Nol one explained
Labor's real problem, which |
that workers are deserting it in
droves, Even amongst blue collar
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d
SOLABOR'S great pragmatists

may now be on the road to
electoral disaster. The cry has

gone up that Labor is losing ifs
b

tal
which is pre

sionals
These people mina
ALP ideologically and
isationally. Mick Young was the
last Canberra MP from wi rking
class origins, rued one Labor MP.

PART from sayi
them right”, the
for the Left in Labor's el
reverses.

n
ideas, but
whirlwin,

True

ahi d of a more genuine lef

independent, The b

protest candid, . expell
rge Patersen

45@"'/;

dwindiing
The mos:

n lo the

re n the unians.
The Hawke governmenl, uhlu?;
came to power on a program &l

blown apart by the worker
discontent it has itsell built "?h
Thal would be a fitting epitaph
for the pragmatist school o
Labor politics.
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READERS WRITE

T e
SOCIALISTACTION welcomes letters from readers. Please
try to keep them under 300 words, Address all corres-
pondence 10 P.0. Box 274, Brunswick, Vic 3056

Palestinian state

Fvelyn Flitman has raised A
number of points in criticism
Socialist  Action’s anti-Zionist
stance. | will comment on them
one at a time.

We do not deny Israel Jews
the right to land. But they don’t
have the right 1o expropriate the
Jand of others, by the various
legalistic and extra-legal means
they have used for decades to
force out the Palestinians.

Whether a new Palestinian
state would have 1o “fritter
away” money on arms would
depend on the political circum
qtances it found itself in. Israel
proclaims its “right” to secure
horders yet would deny this to a
Palestinian state

The Labor Zionists are re-
garded by many as socialist on
the strength of their emphasis (in
their ideology) on working the
land themseives in communal
settlements, But this supposedly
lefit current of Zionism ignored
the existing population of the
region — “left” Zionism allows
them no rolc.

SociausT ¥ Action

EDITORIAL
PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056
Tel {03) 380 2227

MELBOURNE
PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056
Tel (03) 380 2227
SYDNEY
PO Box 381, Campsie
New South Wales 2194
Tel (02) 550 1424
BRISBANE
PO Box 99, St Lucia
Queensland 4067
Tel (07) 371 7114
CANBERRA
PO Box 17
Jamison Centre,
ACT 2614
WEEKLY
MEETINGS

Meibourne
Wondays. 700
Lincaln Holel
1 Cardigan 51 Carlion
Syaney
Tussdays, 700
Metiop Hotel itop lioor
Bridge & Goorge 51. City.
an.-
hursdays, 7 3
Prone S Tie T
o location

Canberra
Thursdays, 600

Wiprars Club, Guic

The other historical wing of
the Zionist movemenl did fore
see a role for the Arab masses
as an exploited labouring class

However, neither point of
view is one which can truly be
called socialist — neither allows
for the Palestinian Arabs to de
termine their awn destiny. This
historical contradiction within
Zionism persists into today

Israeli soldier detains Erole-slar

The argument (hat having a
large  Palestiman population
makes Jordan a Palestinian state
is silly. By that logic New York
City would be a Jewish state!
“The reality is that the Jordanian
state 15 controlled by a non
Palestinian monarch, and the
Palestinians have a right to live
in their original homeland.

— Janey Stone,
Melbaume

Sex charge outrage
As you have a branch in
Queensland, 1 was surprised
that there was nothing in your
ast issue about a recent appal-
p attack on gay rights in th
State. The whole left needs to be
aware about this case and impli-
cations, so that we can help fight
hack.

Two adult

tices between m

material if the alle
oeeurs in public or in p
even if anyone complained

began

ry this year, w
the police visited the home of the
two men on a completely unre.
lated ~ matter The

COUS Case

palice

searched their house, gl
for guns, and confiscated Iy
literature and videotapes By

The 1wo were taken
‘mulh_uun police  station
questioned * scparately.

confessed” to their rel«lir)n\hq

and were then charged on :hc‘F
own confession! The case ey,
to trial in March and the I\Anr(
were convicied. 1 beligye |h¢;
they are appealing agains the
conviction.

There may well be a defence
campaign organised in Queeny.
land, but as yet the;
to have been tryin

10 the

don't seem
2 to link up
with activists interstate and iy
ternationally

Aclivists on the
ground in Queensland need (g
find out what is goin,
help spread the camy
moment the main publ
for the c
be ¢

IC support
victed men seems 1o
m bourgeois civil

Just as the raid on the BLF
58 altack on the trade
1ent, this case is one

k va
his in Australia
I'wo men are
acing n year jail sent-
ence and obviously need the pol
itical support of the left 1o win
We must take a stand now
the flood gates of further repres
sion will open

Alison Thame

Expo exposed as
black anger rises

SEVERAL MILITANT
tions have exposed the raci

tion was about 4000 strong.

Police avoided arrests at the opening by
the Queen, but made up for it later. At a
demonstration after the Labour Day march,
Aboriginal kids were bashed and arrested,
and women abused The protest actions
drew a loi of overseas media coverage, and
arallels with

a Japanese TV station drew
South Africa
Al the Labour

them
procession

no longer part

Feeling was already running against the
TLC executive because, after promising

$3000 to the black rights organi

RA, Dempsey announced the TLC had only
given $100 and individual unions must

make up the rest.

When the Aborigines and their supporters
rallied outside the Expo gates, Miscellane-
Is invited us in.

ous Workers Union offic
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demonstra-
founda-
tions of Expo's Queensland govern-
ment sponsors. The largest demonstra-

ay march a large Aborig-
inal contingent ook the front behind the
TLC officials. As is customary, they halted
several times briefly, for which TLC offi
cials Dempsey, Baron and Summers told

port was vital

outdid  the
demonstrations

TLC

banner:

of the

n FAI-

hypocrisy,”

Bob Weatherall then spoke, explaining that
anger over the TLC role was not directed
against rank and file workers, whose sup E

Other protest actions such as a 200-
strong sit-in at the Melbourne Hotel have
raised issues like violence against Abon-
gines, deaths in jail, and refusal of service lo
blacks in hotels. It's great that socialist
and publications have been wel
«come at all the actions.

Where they can, the cops try to put on a
liberal veneer while the eyes ¢
are on Queensland, but they don't keep up
the facade for long. A gun was pulled on an
Aboriginal kid on 3 May

Far from being a shock aevelopment, this
sort of thing is not new. During the period
of “increased understanding’
before Expo, an Aboriginal youth was shot
in the face by police in a hotel

As Michael Mansell told the Saturday
rally: “I'm an expert in terrorism. We all
are. Bui we're the ones who have been
terrarised. We are the victims of white

Meanwhile new ALP leader Wayne Goss
by attacking the

es of the world

a few wecks

— Carole Ferrier

Solldarnosc revisited: Poland's workers are fighting again

Poland: the workers fight back

N MAY DAY workers
clashed with police all
over the world, in countries
as apparently different as
South Korea and Poland.
The clashes show that the
differences are sccondary. Po-
Jand is a class socicty like South
Korea or Australia, and its his-
tory is a 58
Poland has been in economic
crisis since the 1970s, The coun-
try’s rulers hormowed abroad for
industrial expansion, hof 1o
sell more goods on tt
srkel. But before the produc
) camé On stream, recession

Like

the world economy
Australia
omy rocked by the rhythms ol
the world capitalist system, Like
the Fraser government, Poland’s
rulers decided to make the
working class pay for the crsis.

But when the govemment
hiked food prices, Palish work
crs rebelled, They ereated one of
the biggest union movements in

the world, calling it Solidanty
For a time, the regime had to

accept it. But when i union’s

leaders showed & fear of bold

political initiatives, and the rank
and file consequently lost confi
dence the ruling class moved (o
crush the workers' movement

siling of thousands
Yel a sin
derground movement persisted,
ww worker militancy has
revived in @ massive strike wave.

The strikers have already won

victories. Workers a1 an elec-
tronics factory employing 3700
people in Wroclaw downed lools

for a few hours, and won sizea
ble wage rises.

This victory spurred on the
16000 workers al the Lenin
steelworks in Nowa Huta, the
country's  biggest  industrial

plant. In Wroclaw,
darity leader Wiadys
niuk” appealed for sirikes and
protests in their support, and in

response 2000 demonstrators
took to the streets.

Russia’s Pravda newspaper
promptly accused the steel
workers of “blackmal” much as
our own rulers accuse us of
“holding the couniry to ransom
whenever we dare to fight for a
better deal

By 4 May the stn had

spread to the historic Lenin
Shipyard in Gdansk, birthplace
of Solidarity. As thousands of
unionists occupied the yard, de-
manding pay nses and le
tion of Solidarity, contingents of
e massed outside. But when
the workers held their ground,
the police withdrew

Inevitably, Lech Walesa has
emerged at the head of the
movement. Unfortunately, some
of the confusion that marked
Solidarity the last tme around
has re-emerged with him

‘\

H S apparently advised by
pricsts. Now we don’t share
the childish views of some on
left, who imagine that
movemenl of workers ins|
hy Catholic religious ideas must
he reactionary. We remember
the tradition of James Connolly
in Treland, and liberation theol
ogy in Nicaragua and the Ph
pines. Religion, as Marx pul i,
is the “sigh of the oppressed
creature” and it plays that role
for many Polish workers.

But the Catholic hierarchy
have no inferest in the libe
of the working class. Their
i to control the unrest, and
channel 1t in a harmiess direc-
tion, while using it Lo increase
their own leveraj with the
regime

Walesa has also suggesied

some ambiguous goals for the
movement. He argues that strike
4clion can’t win €conomic gains
(ignoring cases where it already
has) and that the real ohjective is
“reforms”. By reforms, he ap-
pears to mean changes like those
being undertaken in Russia by
Gorbachey. Now some of the
changes going on in Russia cer-
tainly are in workers® interests: a
bit of freedom of expression and
debate is now being allowed,
though still Jess than in the west
But other changes are simply
intended 10 make people work
harder, trading wage rises for
productivity just like Paul Keat-
ing does in Australia or Mar
garet Thatcher does in Britai
fact, the leading Polish ecanom
ic reformers openly express their
admiration for Thatcher

]

HILE Walesa seems bent

on keeping (he workers
struggle within definite bounds,
it is not so clear that this can
work, Eastern Europe has been
in a ferment ever since the ex-
tent of the Gorbachey reforms
became known.

Czechs are intensely aware
{hat what Russia is doing today
{s not so different than what the
Czech Communist Parly tried 1o
do in 1968, only 1o be stopped
by a Soviet invasion. East Ger-
many, the Baltic states and Hun-
gary have all secn sUMTINES

Should Poland'’s workers man-
age 10 win sizeable pay nses
workers throughout the Russian
empire will be inspired to follow
their example. At the same time
alarm bells would ring — indeed
they are already ringing — in the
offices of ruling bureaucrats
from Berin to Viadivostok.
Those sections of the Russian
ruling class who wan (o rein in
Gorbachev might decide 1o
make their move

The possibility of great class
battles in several countries is a
real one

For the Australian lefi, the
Polish events will be a test of
political principle. In recent ye-
ars, sections of the left have been
drawn back towards that orien-
tation to Eastern bloc police
states which led the old Con
munist Party into so many d
mal mistakes. Will those leftists
now behave as the old Com
munists (oo often did, accepting
for the Polish workers what they
would not accept for themselves:
palice violence, union-bashing
and the like?

Or will they remember that
socialism is about the self eman-
cipation of the working class?
And that a “workers state"
which cannol survive without
constantly repressing the prolet-
ariat deserves (o be thrown into
the rubbish bin of history.

— Tom O'Lincoln




No tooth fairy in the new wage

system

IX HUNDRED shop ste-

wards and job delegates
gave Simon Crean a hard
time at a Melbourne Trades
Hall meeting last month.
They were all too aware that
the tiresome saga of “wage
restraint™ is set to continue.

After several years of falling
living standards, the ACTU is
huffing and puffing about main
taining them and the govern-
ment, frightened by electoral re-
verses, has claimed that the
“worst is over”. One journalist
has even claimed that “afier two
years of holding up a siop sign to
its affiliates. the ACTU is about
to retire as the unions’ police
man.

If you believe that, you prob
ably believe n the tooth fairy
and Father Christmas, wo

The broad outlines of the pro-
posed new wage fixing system
are now fairly clear. There will
be two “levels” imstead of two
tiers

The first level will be a pay
rise equivalent to the projected
inflation rate for 1988789, Tax
cuts in mid- 1989 will supposed-
Iy make up any shortfall be
tween projected and  actual
anflation.

The second level will he a pay
rise traded off against productiv
ity. On the figures first an-
nounced, the two together could
add up 1o say B per cent. with 6
per cent guaranieed even lo
workers who are unable or un-
willing 1o make productivity
trade-offs

OMPARED to the pitiful 2

percent that nearly half the
workforce have received over
the past two years, this looks
pretty good. It would be an im-
provement even on the results
achieved by those who picked up
second Lier rises,

Bul of course there's a catch
Ever since the ACTU announc-
ed the deal, Keating has heen
talking down the projected infla-
Lion rate. At first 1t was poing o
be 6 per cenl. Now his predic-
tions are heading for 4 per cent,
even afier the recent disappoint-
ing CPI figures.

Il we had the old system of
full CP1 nises to catch up with
past nflation, we'd be in for 9
Per cent o cover price rises for

Hawke government. In fact,
Keating has already made it
clear there will only be tax cuts
*if the economy can afford it
What's more, Keating is being
“gyven handed™ by offening equal
tax culs to business, so that the
overall tax revenue drops. This
in turn will have to be compen
sated for by cuts in government
services and welfare, so no mat
ter how you look at it, we lose in
the end.

The ACTU demands that the
first level be paid to everyone
but how do they propose 10 go
about ensuring that” They are
currently moving away from
centralised, national wage-fixing
and pressing claims in selected
industries. If anything is gus
teed 1o produce delays for other
waorkers, this surely is it

EANWHILE, Keating has
another rip-off in store for
the 45-50 per cent of the work-
force who still haven’t got a
second tier pay rise under last
year's system. He has hinted
strongly that any second-tier
rise granted after June unde
to be deduc
from this year’s first level pay-
ment,

What of the ACTU's argu
ment for a flow on of the 3 per
cenl super claim (remember (
one?) to the 40 percent of w
ers still waiting for it? On
again, Keating suggests this h:
1o be deducted from any first
level pay rises.

No wonder the 600 dele
who packed Melbourne’s Trads
Hall Council chambers
ang

Yet THC Secretary John Half-
penny was simply using the

ates

were

Paul Keating: talking down
inflation

delegates for his own cynical
purposcs. He had Simon Cr
there 1o take the flak, so that
he could look good by compari
son, He got through a militant
sounding do-nothing  motion
calling on the architects of this
rotten deal to campaign against
it He made no proposals for
workers to take action of their
ow

y wonder the employers are
not too worred about the latest
union posturing. Says Bert Evans
of the Metal Trades Industry
Association;

I don't care whar they say. |
am only interested in what th
do, and I expect them fo act very
sensibily

N FACT the rush by top
union leaders to press the em-
ployers for an agreement is mot-
ivated, as mus ything, by
a desire to forestall resistance by
more militant sections of the

19B7-88 alone.

The tax cuts promised for
mid-1989 are no more reliable
than any other promise of the
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Wages battles: a thing of the past?

rank and file,

They don't want o repeay
the second tier consulta !
with members, where sq m-\m\‘
members wanted to knock L‘:l!i
the deal and had 1o be \Lr:\l
jacketed into it Not to mep :
the Melbourne building indww?
where numerous sites won gai?\'
outside the system long befge
the BWIU leaders could finalise
their sell-out arrangements ul‘lll.[
the employers

And if given a chance, ple;
of unionists who have memog

of the second-tier process I'u;al;
in their minds will resist this new

deal
In the public service, the s
cond tier productivity trade-affs
will mean that by collapsing
ides together there is Jess
higher duties paid. “Broadband-
ing"" by creating a pool of work
can supposedly da a
of jobs, allows man-
U o cover gaps rather
mploy more staff. And
staff curs are in the pipeling
orkers in the NSW

¥ state
5 of Social Secunty

el under attack as
part of the productivity hargain-
ing, so it could be a worse deal
than last ime.

If the Melbourne job dele
gate: any indication, there is
scope to fight the mew wape
system. Bul no help will be
forthcoming from the majority
of current union officials, who
have sold their souls for the
dismal fruits of the Accord.

Liz Ross

Bl T T A N

Israel’s “lost
soul’’: no new
development

HE MEDIA have got

bored with the uprising
in Palesting, and taken it off
the front page. Yet the Pales-
tinians continue to fight.

The frustrations fell by the
Isracli oppressors were graphi
cally illusirated in the first week
of April. The authorities had
cluimed that the leadership of
the rebellion, authors of eleven
handbills signed the “united
shup of the uprising” were
all under arrest

All printing presses in Gaza
were closed, and every press in
the occupied territories was spe-
cially licensed. Yet  handbill
number appeared and was
widely distributed, setting out
the program of resistance for the
nexl ten days

T'he West Bank vill
5 ckaded b:

e of Qa

Israch

fiance. lsracl imposed
tive punishment afier a
killed a small

r houses have since been
destroyed and several hundred
peaple sted.  Supplies of
food, electricity and fuel have
been cut off. Residems burmn
wond for heat and cooking fuel.

wer rocky hills for supplies from
the next village

sraeli hopes that the
was gradually exhausting
were dashed after the murder of
he PLO leader Abu Jihad, who
s seen by Tel Aviv as master

Wides

uprising

mians were neither worm out, nor
depe on one individual op
er from Tunis.

recent foray into Lel

I gned

tion from its
occupied termiiories.

() DESPERATE are the oc-

cupation forces that th
aken to chec
young men, to see il they have
been running. This is taken as
proof they were demonstrating.

Western  observers like 10
claim that these developments
show a once-moral Israel has
“lost its soul’’. But today’s re
pression is just the latest in @
long history

The state of lsrael was
founded on the expropnation of
people already living on the
land. (Contrary o myth, it was
also extensively cultivated be
fore the Zionists arrived 10
make the desert bloom™.)

Subsequently, the imperialist
funded slate has engaged in a
series of wars against its Arab
neighbours, atlempling 10 seize

the Suez Canal from Pt in
alliance in with Britain and
France, then seizing the West
Bank, Gaza and Golan

in 1967,

The most recent act of ag
gression was the invasion of Le-
banon and cruel siege of Beirut
in 1982, Aiming to “cut off the
head of the PLO™ the Zionists
hoped that driving the Palestini
an fighting forces out of Leban
on would demoralise the popu-
lation of the occupied territories.
Instead it has simply turned their
o new forms of

He

HEREVER it holds Pales-
nians under its control
Isracl has always used the most
brutal methods when it feels the
need. While the media eriticize

the recent bulldozing of Arah
houses, they ignore a United Na-
lions estimate that over 19,000
humes have been demolished by
the Israelis since 1967.

Such methods are the inevita-
ble consequence of attempling
1o establish an exclusively Jew-
ish state at the expense of other
people, and © continually ex
pand it

The uprising has restored the
influence in interational uffairs
of a PLO leadership that has
hheen treated with contempt re-
cently by Arab governmenls,
The struggles of the Palestinian
masses have accomplished what
\he interminable diplomatic ma-
noevres of Yassir Arafat could
not. Yet the Arab states arc only
Jooking for another opparunity
10 siab the Palestinian resistinee

in the back,

This is not just because King
Hussein of Jordan or President
Assad of Syria are despicable
individuals, though they are that.
Both have persecuted the PLO in
the past because they preside
over capitalist states, which feel
threatened by radical move-
ments, Any move for the Arab
siates to “puarantee” a West
Bank state as part of a regional
“solution” is a recipe to create a
new trap for the Palestinians.

'HE ROLE they play is alsa

a warning for those who
imagine a small state in the
West Bank and Gaza would
solve all the problems of the
Palestinians, Other Arabs in the
region, living in capitalist socie-
ties dependent on the big powers
(and in some cases dependent on
Israel, though they hate to ad-
mit it), face repression from
their own leaders as bad or
worse than that of the Israelis.

Of course the Palestinian
leadership are are not to be com-
pared with the likes of Hussein
and Assad, who are murderous
swine. But ultimately, policies of
state reflect social and military
realities. Without the destruction
of the various reactionary forces
in the region, particularly the
Israeli state but also the regimes
in Amman, Damascus and Cai-
10, a small West Bank state —
economically and militarily de-
pendent on outside forces —
would inevitably fall into a re-
pressive pattern of its own.

Having said all this, of course
we do not stand aside from Lo
day's struggle. After years of ex
ile, it is understandable that most
Palestinians are now focussing
on the demand for a state in the
occupied teritories.

It looks winnable, while the
destruction of Zionism does not.
And if the lsraelis could be
forced to concede it s a result of
the uprising, it would not only be
a viclory but could hecome the
start of a wider movement for
change in the region. That in
turn could make the destruction
of Zionism, and the fight for
socalism in the Middle East, a
realistic propasition

For reason, in addition to
the basic justice of the Palestini-
an cause, the sympathies and
hopes of socialists go with the
courngeous people who keep
surging into the streets of
Palestine.

— Tom O'Lincoln
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Stone left unturned
SENATOR John Stone
has just been blackballed
in his application 1o join
the exclusive Melbourne
Club.

I seems Melbourne's
snoaty Establishment just
doesn'l appreciale his ef-
forts on their behall, When
Stone amved in Mel-
bourne ane Sunday night
the Club couldn't even
provide him with a meal
The Opposition spokes-
man on finance had lo
sefle for vegemite on
tnast and a pot of tea!

Maybe now Stone
knows how the resl of us
feel, but we doubt i May
we remind him of the
words of Manx (Groucho
1his time| — “I'd never join
a club that would have me
as a member”

High risk policy
SEEMS like you can in-
sure against  anything
these days

The latest is a Death
and Disgrace policy. It
covers companies who
use well-known personal-
ities 10 adverbse their pro-
ducts and then the celeb-
iy bombs oul Like the
footballer who spouted
he virtues of low alcohol
beer, and then was

Red faces over yellow cake

GOSH, who can a government trust these days. 7 The
Australian governmenl receivas a guarantee that the
uranium A sells won't be used for bombs, and then
someone changes (he label on the box of Aussie
yellow cake. And the same happens, according to the
West German magazine Der Spiegel, o labals on

South African uranium.

nicked tor drink driving

The NSW Labor ma-
chine would have raked it
in if they'd had a policy on
pay secretary Sleven
Loosley.

Your number's up
EVER WONDERED why
Palestinians never throw
stones at cars driven by
Arabs?

Perhaps because in
“democralic” Israel, Pa-
lestinian and Israeli cars
have difterent coloured
number plates

Their conferences
and ours
BEEN TO A conference
lalely? Consider what a
group of British advertis-
ing executives had to go
through at their 38000 per
head do, where the agen
da was based on the day
of a senior executive.

Sessions included
‘Basic chauffeur talk
{gleaning damaging infor.
mation about clients and
colleagues) and
tary intimidation ask:
Ing your secrel about
her love life so that you
can lell the boys after-
wards

‘We wonder if they had
a moan session about
lazy workers

Their computers
and ours

WE RE glad to hear that
the Defence Department

has just awarded a $43
million contract to boost
ils billion-dollar computer

based col ations
network
If the activities of West

German computer hacker
Mathias Speer are any
thing 10 go by, the network
secrets should now be

" in a

penetrated over 50 US
millary computers, in-
cluding Star Wars and the
Pentagon dala base.
Power 1o the PC!

Their work
practices and ours

| of a “revolu-
ge in building
al the Vickers
Ll yard in Eng-
the bosses there
ged 1o have a major
A nuclear sub-
ded on upside

SuB BUILT
8Y BosSES.

Their sackings and
ours
OF COURSE, bosses do
get the sack somelimes,
Look what Sir Philip She
bourne, former chairman
of Biritoil, recel an
he was made redul
Tickels lo Wimbl
{every year| and to Co-
vent Gi =n (for the ope-

for

year payout 'in lieu of of-
fice and ancillary ser
vices

Wonder whal the Arbi-
Iration Commission would

Their bosses and ours

AFTER some initial dc
workers' state” have re:
chev's ‘reforms”. Moscow

to the old environment?

do if other worky

Brs
the Caltex drivars L
asked for parity,

5o what's new?
STOP US if youve |
this one bEk}’l‘ﬂU_\e o

New NSW p,
Nick Greinar wm;r:;:lfl
close down illaga r'a,c,i’J
nos, and  Keep tham
closed

Nick will do this, he
says, for as Iong as it i
nec 0 persuads
the people involved —
both the patrons and the
investors — thal the cag|
nos arenl a gpog
investmant

Unlike Meville Wran,
Greiner has no style. Nty
once refused to close ca-
in early December
cause he didn't want
the workers 10 be unem.
ployed at Christmas fime.

N\Iﬁlemer no dice

anment
1at it's not so different

the continu

STUDENTS

No fees,
no tax!

<

quite strong. The university has
admitted that over
dents haven't paid their fees,
costing the uni 2 million @ protest

The main force
wave of

f
STUDENTS have been out in been the various

force recently protesting over
n of the govern-
ment's administration fee
1988,

Six thousand packed Mel-
bourne Town Hall and marched
¢ through the city, after
answering a call to “stop work”
on Monday, 18 April A week 1 MELLIRDY
carlier, hundreds of La Trobe R e
students blockaded the Univer-
later
Sudents at Melbourne Univer.
sity confronted Education Min-

sity councilors. A week

ister Dawkins.

In late March, S000 Sydney
siudents packed city strects (o
weir protest. Wollongong
sily had a two day strike

vuice their
Univ:
in mid-March.
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La Trobe is have fucled the fire
he dominant role played by

3500 stu-  the ALP has meant that the fo

behind the  vernment as such, bul 1o pres
demonstrations has  sure the national ALP confer-
Labor clubs ence in June not to adopt a  “PALESTINE yes, Isracl no!”
and the Labor controlled Na-  palicy in suppart of fees, Al the ’ |
tional Union of Students. Student
in worries about am;

and the threat of graduate taxes

cus of the protests is not so much

inst the Labor go

T

1BULYsy 57 Fy

b
JRNE

LY RN

i 3

6 Er

P was the slogan h
moment ALP policy is anti-fees.

gamation  The gavernment (surprise, sur-
prise) 1s ignoring ALP policy

DEMOS w

Palestine
picket

ed at John
and other assorted big-

shots as they entered Israe In-
dependence Day celebrations 00
lay. }
About a  hundred peoplt

l' joined a picket called by Jews
;= T Against  Zionism and Antl
i semitism, and supported by Pal

Ly estinian and socialist groups

lancy Stone, chairing the
event for JAZA, explained that
opposing the oppressive Tsrach
state had nothing U
anti-semitism, Tom O'Lincoln
speaking for Socialist Action
argued that Zionism was a pra
imperialist me
class

o do with

nent and that @
was needed 10

struggple

smash it

est bout of out i

agonising ¢
policy goes under the most distir
of litles. The FitzGerald Inquiry
headed by former Ambass; China
Stephen FitzGerald, spent n

n. T it was bl

jvernment
ng the migrant
base of support
port, however

: business lobby,

and rewrile its
suddenly nervous about
i

vate from its fast-dwindlin

over! roups and
churches all agree o ant intake
should be raised 1o 15 1RO.000 & year
The only difference 15 ut subguotas
how much should be business and skilled
nlake w much should be family reunion
and refugees

This is quite u difference, as we shall see
und some fairly des ble self-intercst un
derlies the positions of the [irst Lwa groups

zing over the Inguiry is the shadow
Blainey debate of 1984 and the

prejudices that it represented,
Geolfrey Blainey himsell has

boycotted the proceedings

The most positive thing 1o emerge from
the Inguiry is a fairly decisive refuting of
Blainey and the anti-Asian, anti-migrant
myths that he promoted

There is now fairly wide agreement, even
amongst Establishment economists, that by
adding 10 demand for housing, consumer
goods and so on, immigration tends (o
create jobs rather than cost them for the

i
Or iake the supposed drain on Socil

The Inquiry secretarial found

thut after five ycars or more
sloyment rale of the Australian-

+ are more than made up

Consequent savings on pension payouts. The
ol the Australian population, in
is onc of the main reasons that the
vernment wanls to raise the migrant in
The newcomers can help pay the

las established that migran

disperse into other reside

of Asians that Blaney ¢

as of very high coneentrafio!
populace 10 be tolerant (@

un encouragingly high deg

igration: Th
issues

ce. Blainey’s academic ally

fairly decisively, That is the good news. B
the only reasan it has moved the immigra-
tion debate past him is pure capitalist self
interest

Capitalism relies on an ever-growing
market in which to expand. Australia’s pop-
ulation is not only “greying” but its birthrate
is declining Even the current migrant intake
of around 120,000 a year is noi enough to
provide a  sufficiently expanding local
markel next century. That is why industries
like housing and construction, which rely on
local consumption, are pushing hard for

infakes 1o be raised o guarantee at least 17

AarhuR CALWELL

o CRUMPY U

"5 WHITE t THE SEVEN temamat
NDONESIANS

P

> - 3
Postwar Immigration minister Arthur
Calwell: an Asian view
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growth through immigration alone each

.

Australian business has other problems
100, Thanks Lo government and employer
cost-cutting in the 19705, not enough ap
prentices were trained. The result today is a
shortage of skilled trades-people. despite a
7% unemployment rate. The quickest and
cheapest solution is to import them — hence
the ery for more skilled migrants

UNFORTUN»\TE] for  Australia’s
short-sighted ruling class, most other
western countries did the same thing during
the 1970s. Hence their sudden keenness to
take in skilled labour from anywhere, even
Asia. It doesn't matter to our rulers onc jot
thai the Third World can ill afford a *“brain
drain” to compensate for their myopia.

Migrants have other attractions for a
capitalist economy like Australia’s. They are
one import that brings money into the coun-
try instead of taking it our. Most migrants do
not have the fabulous wealth of racist my
thology. But having sold thewr possessions
prior {0 moving, the aver. amily brings
in 532,000, adding a total of $1.2 billion to
the econom h year.

With half an eye on this consideration,
and also hecause 1t wanls 1o revitalise Aus-
fralia’s stodgy entreprencurial class with
new blood, Labor is pushing business m
tion particularly hard Basically,
with half a million dollars and half a busi-

Dont foget +o
SUBSCRIBE TO

Sociaust
ACTION

10issues . . 8T 20 issues
Name ..

Address ...,

. --»00. Postcode .. ...
Post 1o Box 274, Brunawick 3056
TCheques payabie 1o Socialist Action

PAGE 8 — SOCIALIST ACTION

ness idea can buy their way to the head of
the immigration queue. Approval for busi-
ness migrants is virtually automatic, while
only ane in eight narmal applicants get in.

Coming from a government that also
complains ahout “economic refugees” whao
“queue-jump’ (ie Indo-Chinese who flee
poverty und famine), this favoritism for the
well-heeled stinks of hypocrisy. But with the
Hong Kong husiness community shifting
their assets as the 1997 handback ta China
draws near, Labor is not letting consistency
stand in the way of competition with Ca
ada for their dollars

The FitzGerald Inguiry has backed all of
these schemes from the business community
and the Hawke government ardently. In
fact, rather too ardently for Bob Hawke's
liking. Its draft report rode roughshod over
the ACTU's concerns about skilled immi-
gration, and also gave ground 1o the busi
ness attack on multiculturalism, which La
bor cannot ilang with for electoral rea-
sons. So FitzGerald was sent packing (o
rewrite the report inmore soothing lerms

ATURALLY, Labor’s schemes have
their critics. On the right, there is John
Stone and the Confederation of Australian
Industry (CAl), who want a much stronger
bias towards English-speaking, skilled and
husiness migrants even than exists now.
Their position 15 @ half-baked combina-
tion of Blainey's racism and Labor's kow-
towing 1o business needs, and is consequent
ly a shambles. For example, one supporter
tries to deny that it is racist to favour English
speakers, because Indians can sull get in!
In reality, non- English speakers are simp-
Iy not the handicap to the economy that
Stone and the CAl make them out 1o be
Indeed th hildren are more likely to
make it (o university tham are Australian
born kids — so the Stone/CAI position is
stupid even from its own selfish viewpoint of

raising @ m skilled workforce. It merely
reflects the cheapskate attitude that many
bosses have towards providing Migrant

English classes.

The more leftwing critics of the Labor
employer push for greater business and
skilled intakes all make valid eriticisms, The
ACTU points out how it merely avoids
providing better skills training here. The
migrant groups observe that it is being
boosted instead of family reunion, which is
a much more urgent human need

The churches have focussed on the worst
aspect of the whole deal, Labor's run-down
of the refugee intake from 22,000 1n 1980
to just 12,000 wday. Immigration minister
Clyde Holding has blamed “economic refu-
pees” for the cut, but that hardly accounts
for all 15 million on the UN's books. Thai
land now tuns back many refugees from
tnam, thanks o the refusal of Australia
and other western nations 1o take them.

ESPITE their valid points, all of these
i de the logic
of capitalism. None of them challenges the
very coneept of immigration control itselfl,

No-one ever tries to pack up their belong-
ings and trek across the globe 10 a strange
land for trivial reasons. The nght 1o migrate
is o fundamental human need in a system
wracked by war, searcity and racism. But
for those very reasons, capitalism will not
meet it

What would happen if we 5
immigration controls? :
Australia would mnl‘m?ll'm;!rhﬁnplt
Third World migrants and iy, ‘M
wl_ml(l fall through the ﬂuur“k\?“
Britain had an open-door policy 1el
monwealth ci[nrt‘nxum\udlug i.zu i
1stanis and many Africans) un] |
World migration there
today, Australia has just one Millign
calions 4 year to immigrate, many of
are not followed through, Qur ryje
like s to think everyone winis 1
here, but that is not the case, :

Australian capitalism in its
dy state could prob;

Y63

Present
ably not eope wi

million immigrants. But then, it cannot o
with many things that a society no py J

profit could, like hetier wages and b
for all. That should n

one million immigrants with the §
provide for them, and the wealth woul
to cope with &

Could Australian we
much larger proportion of migrants?

surveys show that some racist affitudes are
still comman, 38% of the population already

rrant parent

T
doubtedly they could. Stephen Fit

lﬁpp\-‘]

ians, .

was madest

ot stop us from ge

s from ge-
manding them. In a rationally pl:mnrdg\g,,
omy, there would be little trouble mateh :

mporary disruption,
rkers “accept” g

ed
larg

Whey
Canm.

[hirg
“Ven
ppl
Which
Woulf
COime.

shod.
ih one

led y
0y

ing
obs. 1o
d exist

While.

right when he observes of Blamey thal “he

was the stirrer
spontaneou
Where there are no sUmrers aroun

grants get on just fine

Melbourne, 93% of the students ai
and there are 43 different langu
Yet there have been just three pl
awls in the last five

m

racism does not surface
¥ .. if you stir you will g

getit”
d, mi

L
Al working-class Westall High Schoolin

nigranl

groups

round

Our culture not 5o long 33%

Al Katanning in WA

from the Cocos Islands have seuled

400 Malay Muslims

into 4

of
o {10 5000 without a hint
country town of 500 3 7

friction. When a Tine reparter went ¢

——
for racist incidents, no-one could remem A
any, and when she tried to provoke rac “
comments (n the pub, people just stoppe

talking to her.

ONE OF (h
and its labour moven
past on ration pol
towards Asians. That past,

parti
howeve

to deny that Amlral:;
1t have @

i
r, onll

makes it more essential that sociali
front racist attitudes towards immigration
today.

Australia’s very foundation
to racist ideas. It was a small white colon
outpost in South-East Asia, wrested v olent
Iy from its black inhabitants. It inherited 4
whole idealugy of white superiority built up
in Europe to justify colonialism and the
slave trade

The first outhurst ¢
as the

de it pro

Asian sentiment
when rivalry
the

nti
18305

classes imme

eys. This was a lie, of course
many Chinese ahsconded or demanded bet
ter conditions th the 1860s the pastor
alists had turned Chinese immi
gration,

That didn't stop sentiment against Asian

immigration growing of undermining la
bour solidarity. There were murderous riots
on the goldficlds in the 1850s, and mass
anti-Chinese marches of up to 40,000 in the
18705, Chinese workers had to form their
own unions because whites barred them
indeed, the Australian Workers” Union
banned “Asiatics” from membership until
the 19505 White workers scabbed on sup
posedly “tame™ Chinese strikers, and in the
greal sirikes of the 1890s, even refused
donations from the local Chinese unions

With Federation, White Australia became
the first article on the ALP's platform and
ulficial government policy. So harshly was it
enforced, that afier World War Two Labor
lfl\l'l‘\'[‘lt‘d 1000 Chinese, Indian, Filipino and
Pacific Island refugees from the country,
and  Australian  occupation troops were
banned from returning with Japanese wives!

Only with the demands of postwar capi-
talism did White Australia start to crack
Hundreds of thousands of South European
fhigrants were brought m to build the Snowy
Mountain scheme and work on the produc-
tion lines

Tronically, it was Japan's war effori, the
exeuse for so much anti-Asian sentiment in

Sociaust ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for sacialism: the creation of a
classless saciety in which the econamy
will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalistsystem. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary

postwar period, that indirectly broke

he wall. By sm ¢ European mil-
the . it hastened the
India, Malaysia, Singapore
Suddenly. Australia had to
gn nations if
m, rather than
ir bars. White Austra
1 was cxpedient for it to

tary power in
mdependenc
and Indonesi

respectits 1

1 wanted
insult them with ¢

lia went because

and sull are, seen
migrants brought
promises were shoved
n huts left aver from the
vann 9, now a
:nds hanging them-
His hostel at Bonegilla in
i into riots in 1952 and

wgain in 1961

day, while hostels have improved
et out before the 26-
K limit because they are npped off there.
ally, they must pay 30% of their in
rent, as well as for food and poswer,
and life is cheaper on the outside. The racist
myth of "handouts” is a sick joke indeed.

QDAY the colour bar is down — of

rather, replaced by a more subtle bias
in the form of a points system which fa-
vours English speakers.

Bul the essential notion of migrants as &
commodity, (o be trned on and off 2 the
system requires, has mot changed one bk
Indeed, the FitzGerald Inquiry only makes
that more explicit )

Socialists have a completely different 102
erest. For us, the international solidarity of
the working class and the fulfilment af
human needs are paramount. To that end,
we welcome all migrants who want o COME
here, both for their own sake and for the

way they can broaden the outlook of the
workers” movement. with an
And if capitalism cannot cope W
And if capi on, that

apen-door policy towards immigrat
is just one more proof of its incompa

ibility
is
with real human needs.

_ Alew Kahn

road to: . Their state is aweapen
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

‘Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise 100, Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on thejoband
around social protest issues. Tomorraw
we must creale a mass workers' party to
lead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are infernationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within a single country. It must be
spread to other countries oritwill fail. For
\hese reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others. Only under worldwide
socialism can there be an end to war
and the threat of nuclear war, and an
end to the abuse of the environment.

Liberation from Oppression

i i he
We fight for liberation and against 1
oppf:ssmn of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class. Thefightagainstthem is anessen-
{ial part of building & united revolution-
-ary movement. They can only be enqad
through ending capitalism and building
socialism

Socialist Action st

re for Socialist Action. It's no g
'“::t’la\mng ‘about the world: the point 5
'lo change it Marxist theory and pro-
nly meaningful if they area
|n the unians, Isnv:»ae\

ars

nls and wherever people
a‘;r;?r% for a better world, sucaqllslsrlara
in the thick of the fight ‘I*l‘tvr:ats where

you want 19 be, Join us to
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HE EXPERIENCE of

the Hawke government
has disillusioned most left-
wingers who imagined the
ALP could be a force for
social progress.

Yei history should have
warned them that their hopes
were ill-founded before Bob
Hawke ever got the chance to

put the boot ino Australian
workers.
In power cven the best-

: intentioned Labor politicians are

; interests of workers, because

- they suppont the capitalist sys-
tem.

The ALP usually comes 10
sis — the worst tme for reform
and the sori of situation where
worker unrest. The ruling class

and its media let them take pow

eventually forced to oppose the
power af fimes of economic cn

they are called on 1o conlain
cr precisely 1o play this role

For example. during the dc
pression, Labor Prime Minister
Seullin cut pensions and govern
ment wages by 20 per cent. Lat-
er during World War 11, John
Curtin and the ALP used their
mnfluence with trade unionists to
persuade  workers 10 forego
sirike action. Then in 1949 Ben
Chifley sent in troops to hreak
the coal miners’ strike.

Gough Whitlam is revered to
day by many as a great reformer,
mostly because of the way he
was sacked. What they forget 1s
the way the ruthless 1975 Hayd
en budget set the scene for 7
years of welfare cuts by Mal
calm Fraser 3

ABOR  governments  do
hese things for two simple
reasons. One is that they accept
the economic logic of capitalism.
Hawke and Keating accept that

wages, government spending
and taxes must be kept down in
order to boost profi
| courage investment.
That there could be a different
kind of society, one driven by
| human needs rather than profits
! and investment, never enters
their heads.
| The second 15 that they need
‘ the support of big business o
| remain in power. Most obvious
| Iy, they cannot get re-elected
| unfess Rupent Murdoch and the
el of the media tell the public
| 1 vote for them,

But just as important, any a
tempt on their part 1o undertake
serious reforms  would  bring
them wp apainst the economic
| power of the ruling class. Capi

TANDPOINTS

% i .4

Vietnam protest: Labor had to respond to the s!ruggle__

Why all our
Labors are

in vain

and hoarding

The way that the mon
markets sit in judgement on ey
TIAjOr government €Conomic
decision today is just the most
recent example

1S NO different overseas. In

964 in Britain following the
election of the Wilson Labour
EOVErMMENL, MOney mManagers
switched their funds out of Bri-
tain, causing a slump in the
value of the pound, Harold Wil-
son later described how his ad
visors told him to give business
what it wanted:

A wewly elected govermment
with a mandate from the people
were being told by mntemational
specilators, that the policies on
which we had fought the election
cauld not be implemenied

o only does Labor confine

Ben Chifley

There are

F imes when the re
forms can guite significant. For

-
e

But these were
that had ,.n\m‘\!‘h.‘-w{“i.,”"“‘\
the working class in sty .I; by
wits the mass movemen( E,L, 2l
the 1etnam war that mmé‘\l‘lﬂr“
seription unviable, And j u:‘
industrial action in the 'w...hf\
ces 1\h.u“ brought women'y Ip‘,‘\.
ch closer to me i
‘II:JU.”J‘\L OSET 10 MEN's in the garly
When we fight, Labor goyer.
ments will sometimes fallow (he
¢ of Lord Hailsham; “/f yo,
do not give the people reform they
will give i

: Vet revolusion." By
that's an argument for revoly
tionary struggle, not for Irusting
in ALP reform policies

HAT'S MORE, reforms
an easily be overfurned
our rulers decide they can
no longer afford them, or that
we will no longer fight (v defend
them.

A classic case of both is the
of uranium to Frane
overnment

he
3 decided it
could get away with reversing
the ALP uranium policy because
of workers’ illusions in  Bob
Hawke, and that the move was
necessary because of the de
crisis facing Australian ¢
sm. All the efforts of lefiwing
nside the futile in
resisting the change, and many
left the party in disgust

Most futile
forts of ho (ry
Labor as a vehicle 1o bri

ALP were

those

ocialism. T
even claimes
Ihe c
1921

ndustry

ny allention cver
1o this “socialisation ohject
and in the late 5

has ever ps

19505 it

tered dowr
N

B

W calls tor soc
‘1o the extenl nec
inate exploitation and

Needless ¥
a Prime Minister
are them

selves
They regard the soc

Jective

s @ nuis

The closest
implementing this plank at the
federal level was probably Ber
Chifley. He tried
the banks to pre

from the

the bosses, Laba

RIGGI

BALL

motto

THE TRUTH is out! Last
year’s election in the BWIU
was rigged.

BWIU organiser lvo Rato has
revealed  extensive electoral
fraud. lvo, one of the migrant
limison officers taken on follow
ing grants from the Victonan
;\m.‘.rnmcm. now thinks those
granis were & sellout of workers,
and clearly used for electoral
UTPOSES
5 R’u admits Lo doing the dirty
work among Portugucse wark.

ers in Melbourne's westem sub-
urbs. He y d up
hlank ballots from the workers

and took them back to head
[ where they we
i Ivo claims at
re involved

The revelatio
form group ¥
November's election
received a suspiciously low 27%
of the vote, despite the very sub
stantial suppori they had found
building sites
ter the dis
mbers at
Shopping Centre site
ously passed a
confidence in their
They demanded the

Knoxfield

annulled and all BWIU organis-

ers go on leave without pay
Other workers no doubt fieel the
same:

BLF activist Dave Kenn told
Socialist Action that the revela-
tion put cks on the Builders
ourers in perspeclive;

“Those (rade union officials
who didl themselves that the atiack
an the BLF has 1o do with what
orm did in the 70's had beter
wike up, set their egos aside and
reafise that we're alf ar risk.”

Meanwhile, the BLF has con
tinued to give a lead around the
building industry.

Although admitting lability
the developer Grollo has refused
to pay anything to iwo cm-
led by an accident

ployees di
wo

ears a
0 BLF 1 sers picketed his
Shell building at the end of April
and blocked concrete very
The local BWIU shop steward
with an iron
refused o

threatened them
bar. When dnvers
cross the picket line, he even
attempied to drive 2 truck 4cross
himself

Eventually the concrete
trucks had to leave. Within a
day Grollo had paid the money
ta the two injured workers,

11 1 ——
‘Vote early and often’ was BWIU

In another incident, workers
have 1aken unprecedented ae-
ton - they are defying 45D (se-
condary boycolt) wnils, After a
dispute shut down the David
J;lnu\' Tll: n Bourke St for 5
days, the owners slapped wrils
o the BWIU and m‘l‘ifrl unions,
and put bauncers on the door to
keep “uninvited officials” a

The workers didn't apprec
working under siege. Al a mest-
ing off site addressed hy the
BLF's John Cummins, they vol-
ed 1o continue action despite the
writs, and despite BWIU and
other unions wanting (o cave in,

Al the time of writing David
Jones has sacked all the labour-
ers, but the dispute i not over.
Despite the demonstrable sup-
port the BLF has, they are non-
etheless in serious financial trou
ble. While custodian lan Sharpe
has paid organisers salaries, he is
refusing (o pay legal costs, park:
ing fines or even for leaflets and
posters. He says these activities

are political, But after the lvo
Rato revelations, what a laugh
that is!

Sharpe did not send out inva
ices for dues in March, making it
very difficult to collect them.
The BLF have had o announce
that organisers will be laid oft it
more building workers do not
pay their subs

tionally, wages remain

single rank and filer, a number
f buiiding unions have lodged a
wages claim in accordance with
curent ACTU strategy. Last
vear when the BWIU were sel
ling the wages agreement ol the
lime to the members, the secre
{ary said there'd be no trade offs
Al # recent shop stewards’ meet-
ing an official said that in this
new scheme there'd be no maore
trade offs

e

Vet the offer includes a com-
pletion bonus, effectively a good
behaviour bond, not money gua-
ranteed as a right. It also inclu-
lk_s a traineeship scheme which
brings in junior wages, tradition-
ally opposed in the building in-
dustry.

And as lohn Cumming told
Socialist Action, now should he
the time 1o make gains;

“This is the biggest boom thar ,
we've ever seen. When the boftom
falls our of the building industry,
itll be followed by the higgest
bust. When that happens, the
scramble will be on'

Yet instead of making gains,
the BWIU do deals which eat
away at conditions, For example
a new “redundancy” scheme has
been accepted, again without
reliermal to membrs.

The BLF custodian is now
expected to bring down his final
report during May. It will most
likely recommend winding up
the union, and action for fraud of
§1 million against Norm Gal-
lagher, Can is expected Lo try to
wrap it all up well before elec
tions due early next year

But with the support of build-
ing workers, there's plenty of
fight in the BLF yet.

Janey Swone

w
Backstabbers
beware

MIGRANT women working al
Melbourne's Hoyts food Factory
have shown they can stand up
for their rights.

Hoyts sells packets of herbs
and spices. When two women
recently refused to work pulting
chili powder into packets be
cause of the imitation they suf
fered, they were fired. The other
women in their area walked off
in sympathy. 2

‘The boss hers is notorious for
(hreatening Workers when they
(ake industrial action On past
occasions he has phoned them at
home and e\cmrhfnlL \?mmsl‘:‘:

eaten (hem. | alians 2
:::I;T:ﬁlmly afraid of his ltalian-

guage abuse -
hnﬁv‘c‘;‘kmm he isn't blufling
Six months age e Im‘rat}\‘y
stahbed @ union organiser 1 [1}:
back in front of Wilnesses. he
police have so fur fled 0 adt,

5 we're pleased 0 aANOUNLE

WOMEN

flite e up. Faced with our aspird- nat the women's action has led
| llef f-d"‘\‘ refuse o in el send  itsell 10 modest reforms most of  example the Whillam govern-  tions :nr a l;dm r w11r\d.I:|“'.‘ ::],J\lmur' The sacked employe
11 money abroad 1o ereate a bal-  the time, but they are wsually ment ended conscription. And it will always bet Those s have been reinstated. or o
ance of payments crisis, shut  reforms needed by capitalism it-  Was during Gough's regime that  why “|i"“ iy : & ‘:.-:\IL work un the chilis pend-
| down whole seetions of industry  self, which would be brought in the arbitration system gave its are  doo o heallh nd safety chesk
and create unemployment, force by @ Liberal or 4 Labor govern-  blessing to the princi |.?',- squal ?n £ e
up prices through speculation  ment i ; REERA R rUAtrAL

pay

n.
— Putricia Langenakher
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wrile
less publicity but a ot more im
pict, workers were stirring into
action on their own

in February afier the company
tned 1o deny us our afternoon
smoko.

as directed and received written
warnings, members wenl on
strike for two days. As a result
of thi
10 be taken for over a year, we
kept the smoko and the warn-
ings were withdrawn,

thut the company were not in-
vincible and gave the workforce  the
a much needed lead,

By
had
erdlfingidents. Two men had

':JI::;:‘ *i:ukm and sccommoda-
ChANEes meant 1he SCrap-

— INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE _

We can fight back, say Robe

River workers

‘U'\IIDNS threaten full
scale industrial action’,
To judge by the pronounce-
ments of Rob Meacham of
the WA TLC and other un-
ion officials, vou'd think they
were about to take on Robe
River Iron Ore seriously. But
Pilbara workers recognise
bluff and bluster when they
see il
In 1986-1987 Robe pained
notoriety from a lockout and
strike, which forced the workers
back (o work on the company’s
terms. e defeal depressed
worker morale, and the hosses
whittled away hard won condi-
tions with virtually no resistance
Workers lost confidence. The
mood was  despondency  and
even hopelessness
The union officials had spout-
ed militant talk, only to strangle
the struggle at the first apportun
ity. The same noises are now
being made by the same shower
as last time. The cast is slightly
different but they have the
same seript!

most importantly
d ncither

they had re

the second tier

y e rise nor the 3% super
Robe River has celebrated re

cent record production levels by So the maritime unio L

altacking their workers yet  Cape Lambert took enough i

2
again, In Murch they sent a letter 10
to cach of us offering a small  tugs out o the usual o
pay rise in return for “further  They locke | the hatches and
increases in productivity and ef-  retired b The
ficiency” and a signed statement  hired &

ol “personal commitment” o

ed an army and

palice 1o
the company. - strangel

Union officials claimed 1o be  them in or th
outraged, bur all they did was The act tied up

letters,. Meanwhile, with ore ships waitir
Altempts 1o red
other ports were fc
men in Port Hedland

ier poing on strike

ceount,
first 1o act

Damp
the same
different

Electricians v

time, os
ISSUCS

HIS ACTION was just the
tonic the workforce ne
There weren't many worke
who didnt sport a grin on hes
ing of their deas
lemma! The tug oce
vented Robe from
che d scabs.
After three days on strike and
a further six hours when the
seamen worked but continued
their accupation, they won on
accommodation  issue
(though the Commission later
took this away from them). They
appear close o agreement on
the 4%, but having regained its
tug, Peko is suing the workers
tor eriminal and civil damages.
Meanwhile the eleciricians
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HEN two ETU union
delegates refused to work

. the first industrial action

using ils

This small victory showed

pril. the ugboat workers
iful following sey

ping of mess

fusilities, Perhaps

Robe River workers: the company can be fought

struck

a Peko plan to stop pr
tenants of compar
houses with white gooc » they

waould no longer need mainte

local unionist told me
10 see sor

kick in the guts

Rol
ter. Things are still t
ENS dre encouragir

Re

vorkers is now muck

ugh, but th

pute, Other

backed the maritime
As one put it, “No one likes a
strike but you can't lie on your
back and put your legs up in the

Jireither. You've gol to try o do

something

But the union officials pose o
major obstacle. 18 months ago
leaders of the Mining Union As
sOCIAlon (Covering unions in the
Pilbara), taking their lead from
Simon. Crean, talked down the
workers' enthusiasm for Pilbara
wide action,

ODAY the workers apain

face  official faint-heart-
edness, Organisers tell rank and
filers that strike action will lose
|I|c|}\ members. Actually the op-
posite has been the case — sey-
eral men joined the ETU in
order 1o participate,
T'he MUA for its part happiiy
epted Robe's demand  tht

av

xcluded from
award negotia

over

lectricians had o end

few days,
icy says any
1 week 1§
employment
nothi

done

mining
only a long

tive
of the wnls
nen is nol yel
k n, but a deal is likely. As
ast time, Crean will claim the
withdrawal of the wnls as @
victory, then take steps 1o avoid
iny more action initiated by the
rank and file. Yet action of that
kind could produce results, for
Robe 15 more vulnerable than 15

commonly thought

Robe make propaganda about
records in production, safety and
industrial harmony. But much
this is lies. For cxample Robe
recently claimed an oulstand
ing 161 consecutive days [ree
from lost time g

injuries™. The
catch is that the company now
requires injured employees 10
work where before they would
have had time off

So Rebe River aren't the
world-heaters they claim to be.
1t is only with the help of u ion
leaders like Simon Crean that
they and bosses like them retain
their power.

Gracme Haynes

INTERNATIONA

1F I"ULI..H(‘»\I.F. civil war
comes 1o New Caledonia, the
plame can be laid squarely at
the door of the French gov-
ernment, who have been
fighting a dirty war there for
years.

"I the face of agitation for an
independent state of Kanaky,
presenting the in
 the previous F

anaks face France’s dirty wa

people
gime did give Some g«
the Chirac government proceed
ed with 2 referendum last yes
designed o wipe the CONCESsIons
out. In face of a Kanak boy
coft, the French se tilers who
have a voling majonty approve
a statute reaffirming New Cale
donia as part of France

In Apnl
elections to put i
practice. The Kanak
National ~ Liberation
(FLNKS) mobilised its loca
le commitices” to disr

s these ¢
he French
i of Duvea

them, It ¥
which took
captive on th
hesieged the
the east coa
and set up hundreds of r
barricades.

It is clear the Kanaks are
det ned to fight for their
independence.

Their determination was har
dened in October at t end of
highly political trial wh
seven accused murderers
freed. The seven, poor farmers
of mixed were widely be
lieved to have been part of a
larger group which massacred
Kanak villagers in December
1984 near the township of
Hienghene.

Two of the men

an of Canala ¢

of the mamnland

re

dead

French forces on the move

L

=

Kanak separatists in the streets

were ars of Jean-Marie Tji

baou, leader of the FLNKS
French authorities have tried

desperately 10 reassert their con-

trol, arresting four Kanak mil
itants s of organising a
bon ack and sending mil

ents (o back up
of cops and
termitory
been

itary reinforcen
the many thousand
soldiers already in 1
But their failures

extreme T
Caledonia and in metropolitan
France

In the territory itself. arme:
eroups of French settlers match
nts for

ing their Isracli equiva

nised

viciousness ha: «
blockades

o attack
They ftoss I n “terronst
al ! e Kanak people
had long temmonsed
themsi
ce, aspiring Hitler
Maric LePen called for the

" of Kanaks who
not surrender. But such a
» will not be so easy to put
to practice

How have the Kanaks been
made a minority in their own

The first 60 years of French
colonialism reduced them w a
fraction of their onginal num-
bers, from 80,000 i 1850 to
27000 in 1921, through the
consequences of disease and the
violent seizure of their land.

The French colonists, or cal-
doches, ook most of the arable

nd and drowned resistance in
blood. The Kanak population

An understandable self-indul-
gence after years in the jungle?
Not according to documents on
“humanitanan aid” obtained
1from US opponents of the Con-
tra war. More likely, it's the life
to which Contra leaders have
become aceustomed.

For those long nights around
the campfire, humanitarian aid

included” guitars, shrimps and

only regained its 1887 level in jois of whiskey. The Contras
1962, The white population was also asked for and got coffee,
only about 20,000 after World  chocolate, TVs. valleyballs and
War I, but the French have oqllons of deodorant
deliberately builtit up since then, ~ Either they were the sweetest
with many new arrivals being smelling soldiers in the world, or
drawn from colonists driven out  jhe Conlras made a killing on
of Vietnam and Algeria by na-  Managua's black market
jonal liberation struggles. Immi-
pration was even boosted at
{imes when the colony’s exports
of nickel were commanding
poar prices and the economy
was in bad shape. Paris preferred
1o subsidise the temiory rather
than lose control ot it

Kanak language and \-_ul|urc
has been _mpprm:.ed_ and French
metropolitan culture imposed
Police repression 15 routing, an
Kanaks a part

THE BOSSES always justify
their whopping salaries by say-
ing that they're paid for [ferfur-
mance. Don't you helieve it.

Top US bank executives Werc
paid huge bonuses last year,
despite banks’ record losses,
especially on loans 0 Latin
Amenca, Fist Chicago lost
$570.7 million. Bul their chief
honcho, Barry Sullivan got @
900,000 honus on top of 4
§604,000 salary. Mr Sullivan
ed the Latin Am
Josses as “strategically imele
vant” and outside management
control, and therefore irrelevant
to his bonus. .

Cilicorp was more sensiive 0
public reaction 1t gave its chief
manager half a million dollars
worth of shares rather than &
cash bonus. An execulive £x
plained, “It wouldn't look right
in @ year we Tost money.” $1 14

illion, to be exacl.
hll:l\:: this country, big business
<eems to have fended off gov-
crnment critics of the whopping

ay rises recently won by exec-

utives, arguing tha this |n"r|el)i
represented “cashing i O
fringe benefits. Why @ manage-
rial class thi ha:

violence against
of everyday life

This is not an esoleric issue
for Australians. When We de-
nand a nuclear-free Pacific, 1L 1S
these same French imperialisis
we come up against When we
demand land nights for lhc_m-du-
enous peoples of this c‘anum‘r_\t,
e are raising the same call for
that the Kanaks are

justice

AISINE.
i Richard Emerson

womee_— MY"
Amazing
scenes

- the Contras came (0 the
W capital Managu (0

< brought this

e iving standards
country falling living &t

Lt dl'»od. the besl \'::::If?hc "ra:ning_ in” anything
Btl‘::sttw",l Ilnlle'lb. has yet lo be explained.
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40 YEARS AGO in 1848,

the working class had a
trial run at revolution.
“France, Germany, Austria,
Hungary, Poland and Italy
were all gripped by revolu-
tionary upheavals. In Ger-
many the new industrial pro-
letariat played a greater role
than anyone expected.

By the 1840s capitalism was
beginning 1o replace feudalism
in Germany. The German capi-
1alists needed national unity and
state power to pramote the best
conditions for profit-making and
their new methods of produc
tion. They needed wage labour-
ers rather than serfs, and facto:
ries rather than hand-ploughs.

The ecapitalist class revolted
against the old order. Numeri-
cally tiny itself, it had 1o call on

2mocratic movement, His
pap-

was full of arguments
unified  demogcratic republ :
i

but said |
ut said litle ahq
Aboul wy
55 CONCerns rking

However, when (he
ists” revolutionary Lnees
1o jelly, Marx’s ¢ 1 all;
with them fell apart. Few |;::L ;
peois democrats fought 1o L;r-
end. Richard \’\-‘n)'ll{‘l.rnn\luclw"
of the Dresden Opera, wha 1‘-“
fended the rebels' ast barricades
in 1849 with musket in ane |I|4|l\;
and revolutionary leaflets jp |i;‘
other, was a rare exception %

Capifal-
Lumeg

ARL MARX now turned
decisively to the working
class. He became active in the
Waorkers® Societies of the tim,
and his paper took up Ih:-
workers’ independent cause, but
this intervention came too late
and  military reaction tri

the workers to provide the K J umphed
arl Marx '
The workers needed little e e e

prompring. They had no political that the days of the capitalist

nights and miserable living con = Elage A5,a revol UtioRAEY) fhrte
ditions. They heeded the call 1o revo u Iona
fight. and allied themselves with

wer. This role now fell 1o
ng working class. For a
the capitalists because the latler

we

ne he and Engels had hopes

fighting for democracy: for - . that the workers could revive the

a parliament, a constitution, and I‘ :es I revolulionary  process in  the
the “Rights of Man™ short term and march onwards

s by the work to victory. Later they realised

Armed upri

. c: i 5 these hopes were pre: 3
lng..jll.u_\ and radical democrals  the issues of the fime were 1y 1780, “H l' “‘ Predl "”I'

L\ ; G istory has proved us
in March 1848 won some e German revolutionary militants,  In both cases, there was only  w ey Erpt
forms from the Prussian King the 30 year old Karl Marx ar i 2 i g rong,” confessed Engels in
parliament (though it was lar, e small seale capitalist production, 18 1 the
I b ooy focdam year old Frederick En which could not provide the 848 crisis heralded the final
ly I_E i s) and freedom of In 1847 they had formed the  material basis for socialism. S i \\ \\‘ h

: 2 e y aterial basis for socialism. So Al ey i
political  association.  The  first international communist or-  Marx concluded that the Ger el

workers were far from satisfied,  ganis:
and in October the revolution  Le;
reached its high point with  kling, with only
weeks of street fighting, but hundred members scatter
these uprisings were defeated Europe. In fact it effectiv
solved into the m
. of 184K It merged with the
L enticed back to friendly re- man revolution the way a tad
lations with the monarchy by pole rges with a  hungry
the offer of a constitution, how-  whale ;
ever limited. The lure was effec-

man working class had to set
e. But

for supporting the bourgeoisie
while taking the opportunity to

ther experience and build its
strength for a future socialist

red, “seizing the
nt”. But by that
1917 and the Russian
triumphant seizure of
er were not so far off
stuggle The 1848 upheaval aroused
By the start of 1848, Marx people’s passion for a betler s0
and Engels had modified this ciety Richard Wagner longed
view, arguing that t for the "poddess Revolution”
ic revolution of the who would “destroy cvery trace

,_

HE CAPITALISTS w

tive because the capitalists’ revo- must be immediately followed — of this der of things, of
i e e for socialism. Butit  force, lies, hypocrisy, want, sor
ot m HE RMAN  working theory, and so in  row, sulfering, lears, trickery and

e

e, class was too industrially  what as they saw as
Their fear of the increasingly  immature to form a viable base  stage of l‘hh-L" Rk, (| 1
militant working class proved for a commu Biaiorite fha bourss
\l‘mngl’l than their frustration  there was another factor in the  olution

I‘M‘I UILII'\.UL':H order. lhel new  Communist League’s demise as As editor of the New Rhenish
cal might be far from perfect, well. Marx had  originally
but it was better in their eyes  thought the Ge I
thun being overtaken by a so-
cialist revolution.

The working class fought on
and again launched heroic upris-
ngs in May 1849, but they were
again defeated, and the leading
nsurgents driven into exile

The German revolution o
184K was an exciting event not
only because it had bamicades
and street meetings, also be
cause questions of lon,
revolutionary  strate
raised

In the thick of the struggles,
and trying 1o supply answers (o

first crime.” She would “break down
stuck  the power of the mighty, of law
st party. But 1o promoting the bourgeois rev 1

property.”
She did not come in 1848, hut
experiences of that year
arl Marx develop the
it could bring

ed

ally  Guzette, a daily paper fina
'man revolution by middle class radicals, M
would be a re-run of the great  became the voice of the exire
French  upheaval  followi

o the prospect nearer.
eft wing of the revolutionary Phil Shannon

T lerm
were
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“The Fifties’ revisits an Ice Age

“AUSTRALIA in the Hf
tigs.” The phrase conjures
up images of a stuffy, Anglo-
Saxon hackwater. Fubs clos-
ing at six o'clock; mums I'Ijap-

y in the kitchen; a political
Tee Age with Menzies serene
and triumphant.

Like most popular sterco-
\ypes, this is only partly aceur ile
ﬁﬁhur new book The Fifties,
Sella leces and June Senyard
show us a decade when Austra
Jin hecame a modern industrial
nd ordinary workcrs
ically

society
lives cha
In the 1930s, Australia was
«ill in many ways a colof
il

s of the
armers produce
al for export
ture

y Americar
standards.

(T

wee

cent of farmers were Welg ed
15 debts, Pre

4 4 horse
ipment was the norm

down by enorm
ductivity
drawn eq
tractors a luxury
Even in the cities less than
hall of families had any hope of
ang their own home, and
800,000 cars cruised the

streels.

In the fifties all this changed
Uranium mines, our very own
nuclear  reactor al  Lucas
Heights, the Snowy Mountains
Scheme, the explosion of subur
ban settlement — all these werc
tangible prool. it seemed, that
Australia had made it as an ad
vanced industr. intry

A substantial manufacturing
sector employed hundreds of
thousands. Factories poured out
products barely dr i
fore the war, from televisions o
s, and more fa s
a previously uni
scale,

Ordinary workers could rea
sonably cxpect to own a house
stuffed with shiny new labour

saving devices and, of course, a ,

car. The sons and daughters of
people who had never finished
primary school were shunted off
10 uni, fodder for a new white
collar working class

Everything was changing. De
partment stores edged out the
local shops. Credit (lay-by and
hire purchase) swamped the old
virtue of thrift. Whole industnies
and ideologies catered 1o a new
teenage market and sub-culture

Lees and Senyard write aboul
all this with some verve, but they
are not starry-eyed about i

il

i ]

'
,\f |

-

b

%

%

—

The way we were

Enter the child. A distant cou-
sin dies suddenly and JC inherits
his baby daughter. Maternal in-
<tingt heing what it is (at least in
Hollywood) she can't bring her-

se that not every

They re
ne
some

R "1 paper reports, family snapshots,
il g \I;[\I e and S 0d dozens of wonderful photos
LD S by Mark Strizic. | hope they do

Chapter 5 is subtitled g i
e bonbed the Aborigines the Sixies el ey 36l 10 adopt it cut,and the i
bash immigranis”. They ex = launches into a series of w:ul

‘ “as C learns to be a mother
plore the ways i which “assim aps as JC led 4 ;
: " replaced (or at least FLMS ~" changing nappies, feeding,

pered) White Australia as a finding & nanny.

2 W MIZINES. Her career suffers, She goes
] ”:I\\:I“ HT|”‘T\\‘; The trOUble 'm‘L_Lu\ her boss tells her. She

i Wi St be the Tiger Lady and &
ons. loss of WWIHH Baby ant be the Tigee Lady und 4

mum,

about living conds

) nds, and id AR
radiiona] jands, € WU ap, WOMEN are o ey SN coume
spread rz ALL gsshy unfair, of course,
Gumilarly, while the press was  pressed, but not all the same h“:"l' B hard (0 be 00
full of happy and successful mi- o0 or to the same degree: 1 (s, ghric owands someone
orante (he real conditions in s i f this while 7 > ckage
grants, the real cond was reminded of this whose retrenchment  packag

which most lived "‘“‘1 “‘“”‘“J' watching Baby Boom, Diane e her buy o house and sixty
n,.,:“\_\ rated a mention any Kealon's new Tilm. w0 acTes In rw:\i W”“U:‘Jl s
where. W JC's real problem 15 T
; i JC all, a % e
|ees and Senyard show, oo, “:,:Elt-l:ll.nlp‘l:‘\;' sencralion of she isa vietim of sexism ((hough
memi

how the myth of a new classless
society was created. Most ob- wom

viously, there was the Liberal marry doctors
i put who chose jnstead 10

i at her values were
brugh U101 . 44 el e
]\ a woman's right to eam {1
fortune by conning housewives
into huying Junk eally what

en who Were
and execulives,
3 become
Party-led hosses’ offensive: anti
communism, penal powers them. e e i
apainst the unions and the like. JCisan ncu-ll:tw:n\ S 2 A% about? Has
Backing this up was the work of - jor New York marketing 38606Y i, ' eventy hour week,
"l‘h-- media, the commentalors m her dressed for-S0eCess e time for personal i,
o the writers of fictian who  padded sioulders and her EXEE 8 anything (o do wilh human
.mwlm\\ prc\crwd an Australian  uive |eather htu:h‘:l»t.dlt‘ o T.nlﬂﬂn?enl"

working class that knew s six figure incoIme :l; i "Ihe film thinks mots and |
place.” They aimed to convince seventy-hour “‘“kl.‘:ge - e agree, But nor s mmgm‘ljuds
P orkers that class struggle was the very model o ‘t's all about either, and on

& what I I Sl
4oty B h:mm\:; ~uu_:‘-~ :l"n all, as she’s  that the film is ambiguous- Suill,
i i b gsn | have N
eat life capitalism is deliver She doe

ol S step forward
e is 8 4
L z Y het o admil. But then St wood's  traditional
1o m\luhlllj.l‘::;:nchn\\ alien, t‘v::g‘l'n\r‘ want it all s!;cl ‘mdr !::: iro," I::':.imﬂmd- "ad Baby
nol very strafian. v * work-addicted love! o fun.
Fifties is a great read. To  cqually “;:'j‘ Have no children Boom s quite g0od PR

s for either.

feminism

ns il adds extracls not M i
nd novels, news- and have no pit

from diaries
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‘JESSE!?" asked Time's
cover of 11 April, and the
punctuation said it all. Brief-
Iy last month, the whole US
ruling class squirmed at the
thought of Jesse Jackson as
President.
The prospec! has now rece
but well they might have worried
For Jackson's populist campaign
has sirut
millions left out
Dream
Ni

murred from the p Xe-
nophobia gripping the US. He tells
he unemployed, “Don

a

REAL impact of Jesse

«son has been to crealea

d undeserved, following
: Demaocratic Party.

k machine
This time
e is bac

LEARLY Jackson is no revo-

lutionary. He does not sug-
gest that America's workers and
oppressed seize power in their
own right, or anything like it

S SUmIm € n Y labour and tF
s a thinklank ¢
m

‘ass L P
upporis the ACKSON is not just wilting
arns them on T it under the glare of the TV arc
ghts, however. Also dr; a
him to the right is the black
atic machine

mendo
with

st of Jesse Jack:

son and his Rainbow Coalition

comes affer the convention !

they fail it — and sadly, all the

indications are Ihalhlhi‘f :l:::w;

av

longer an issue in America i‘r?:lklst?enrevi‘:'n::‘tﬂ of goldat the
Jackson calls for a non-inter- 00 & e B a5 end of his Rainbow.
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y_mﬁﬁs MATES w
Ready, willing
and Abeles

GOVERNMENTS come and
governments go...but Sir Peter
Abeles rules on regardless.

Abeles got his knighthood
from Liberal premier Sir
Ruobert Askin, When he retired,
Askin ended up with hundreds
of thousands of shares in TNT
and an office just down the hall
from Sir Peter in TNT'S Sydney
headquariers

Then came the Wran era. In
the famous Alexander and
Thomas Barton case in 1981,
part of the Barton's defence
ingluded considerable evidence
that Abeles had violated
taxation and company laws in
manipulaling share prices and
moving the profits overseas.
After 16 months of hearings,
the Wran government dropped
the case on the day that Abeles
was due o give evidence
Wran's cleaning company now
has the TNT contract

Nowadays it's Hawke, who
repards Abeles as afather figure
for maybe Godfather figure?)
and his No. | matc. Hawke

T ——

oc1ALISTY AcTioN|

EDITORIAL
PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056
Tel (03) 380 2227
MELBOURNE
PO Box 274, Brunswick
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ot tocation
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wanis to open up the airlines to
privatisation which could
expand TNT's transport
operation nicely, thank you

And is it just a coincidence

that the National Crime
Authority “cannot find" tapes
made by private detective Rex
Beaver for the NSW Bureau of
Crime Intelligence, which
allegedly have Abeles ordering
an employee to shift over $20
million out of the country in
February 1985, and telling the
underling when gueried that he
knew things the employee
didn't? All of which raises
interesting guestions about,
Abeles’ insider position on the
Reserve Bank Board or
would, cxcept that Justice
Stewart of the NCA won't cven
let Beaver have his own notes of
the conversation now that the
tape “cannot be found™

Yes, Abeles always comes
out the right way up. Du
the NSW election camp:
Nick Gremner made noises
about moving TNT's monorail
and about investigating TNT
payoffs to corrupt Transport
Workers” Lnion officials

So first thing after I
election, who comes to the
parly and joins a consortium
bidding to get the $6 billion
Anzac [rigate program for
NSW — but Sir Peter, ut Nick
Boy's request. What are the
odds that we hear little
abaut the union pay-offs
Abeles gets to keep his train set
running through the sireets of

Sydney

Coughing up
the profits

YOU HAVE to hand it to the
tobacco industry. The recent ef-
forts of the big cigarette com-
panies across the Pacific to stub
the development of the *“smoke-
less cigarette” are the pits.

The new rette emits virtu-
ally no smoke, thus reducing
health risks by 90 per cent. But
the industry has told the deve-
loper, RIR Nabisco, that the
arette would hurt
against liability

TOBACCO

1E
its  defence
claims by smokers,
Ihis is nothing new
Momis and others developed a

Philip

safer cigarette in the early
1960s, but never sold it because
their lawyers feared liability
consequences. Don't shed a tear
for a lung) for Nabisco, though,
They have just sacked their ad-
verlising ageney for doing a TV
ad for Northwest Airlines, an
nouncing their smoke-free poli-
cy on most domestic flights!

Abeles: everybody's mate

»w
Playing by
the Bok

IN 1970 one Derek C Bok wrote
that “Unions are the most potent
organized body to represent the
political interests of workers”,
and championed the right of US
waorkers [0 organise.

In 1988 the same Derek C Bok

UNIONISM

wrote, “Unions have typically
resisted  efforts Lo reward
superior achievement with

grealer  compensation  or  to
allow supervisors to vary the
way they work in response to
their special needs and
capabilities.” He opposcd
unionisation unless it could be
shown that it would improve
workers' conditions.

So who is Derek C Bok? In
1970 Bok was a US labour
arbitrator and law professor
Now he is president of Harvard
University, trying to stop his
employees from unionising.

His workers told him to get
back in his Boks and voted for

unionisation anyhow

OBITUARY

Harry
McShane

VETERAN Scottish revolution-
ary Harry MecShane died last
maonth, aged 96, He became a
Marxist at 16 and remained so
for the rest of his life,

Harry started as an
engincering worker on
(‘iygimdc. where for ashort time
until 1920 he was a member of
the British Socialist Party. On
leaving the BSP he joined with
dohn Melean to form the
Unlimited. After

WO years with the T
for which he help
thousands of |eafle
allets g

hundreds of f:luml\Eri bl
meetings, he joing
Communist Party, wnhdm:h
he remained until 1953 .

During the 193(s, g

] 305, along
Wal Hannington, Harry I%c\“l:
organise the N.|'1in.h|
Unemployed Workers Mo,
ment, He wi o

ramp Tru,
ed prodig

at the fore|
the massive hunger :n[:‘r‘cr;ﬁcmli
helping win emploved \mlkc-;
to the struggle ugam;l
unemployment
Harry's beliel in the g
emancipation of the workipg
class led him o leave fhe
Communist Party in 1953},
was offered a large sum of
money by two daily new:
for his story but he reh

e

Harry's political position wag
revolutionary opposition 1g
both m,

ket

apitalism and the
capitalism which
ted Eastern Europe
he late 70s Harry was
again involved with the stri
of the unemployed, speaking lo
Right-to-Work  marches and
address the final rally at the
Albert Hall of 6,000 people
I'hrough the ups and downs
of the class struggle, Harry was
always an optimist, and never
lost his belief in revolutionary
socialism. The world working
class movement will be poorer
without him

MANAGEMENT w

Golden
handshake

JOHN O'BRIEN, managing
director, and Hilary Roberts,
finance director, were sacked by
Repeo for plotting a takeover of
the company.

The poor dears applied to the
Industrial Relations Commission
of Victoria for help. But neither
the employer nor union reps on
the Commission wanted 10 hear
the casc. One reason —they
weren't unionists (Surprise
surprise)

So John and Hilary went 10
the Supreme Court. Unlike most
litigants, who wait years 10
their cases heard, O'Hrien @
Roberis v. Re was heard siX
weeks alter the writs went out
Halfway through, Ratco settled
with them for a reputed hal
million dollars each.

Moral: If you get retrenched
try taking over the factory.

HE HAWKE govern-
ment, spearheaded by
Education Minister John
Dawkins, is poised to roll
back the abolition of tertiary
education fees by the
Whitlam government in 1974.
The Labor-affiliated student
leaders who dreamed that the
AlLP Conference rather than
direct action would stop the fee
have been brought Lo earth with
a thud
There is of course no question
Dawkii ed tax of
2% on the e
until they h
the cost of th is a fee
dressed up in very transparent

praduales

drap ou
p

cynicism by accusing students

spposed the tax; fee of

The basic issug for so

The
allowed more
nd  studen

ourses

rising
1974 to

ents in

students
Mubions.

These are the peaple who will

he hit most by the Lertiary 14X

more, the much vaunted

s of graduates are

f a fallacy. Graduate
teachers and nurses, for
examj do not start with
salarics drastically higher than
John Dawkins’ mage figure
$21,500 a year. This cut-in point
for the tax, by the way, is o the
average wage, but about $2000a
year below it

Who will want o enter
teaching or nursing when Labar
places such a disincentive in the
way? Perhaps Labor plans big
rises in teachers’ and nurses’
salaries Lo counter this? Don’t
hold your breath, For women

Larceny in the first degree

THE Yol OF A

i Hidiied
o sTUDENT &
5| PRINCESSEL

espec the tax is a joke in bad
Laste, because their average
graduate €arnings s
behind those of men

tler wha has

not feel

D AWKINS has argued that
the tax/fee will be used to
raise more funds for Ausiudy
and teriiary places, and
therefore encourage more
students Lo stay on to the end of
secondary schuol and go on to

selling the idea to working-class

parents, It is another cynical
ploy

Alrcady under Hawke, the
percenta of GDP spent on

higher e ation has becn cut
from 1.13% to 0.99%

Within the
years of operation of the tax,
assuming that the present 5263
“administrative fee” is removed
the government will not gather
much money from it. The Wran
report  proposes that the
government reform Austudy “as
voon. as - is possible ‘and
practicable within the next ten
vears, " So there is no guaraniee
1o today’s parents that their kids
will be better funded to attempl
that degree. As things are now
average student debt is $1.800 a
year

Students e to live off the
smell of an oily rag , . . unless
they have well-off parents . . .
for several years. An academic

first couple of

reaching the rank of professor
(how many do that?) catches up
with the faral earnings of a bus
driver when he/she reaches 55

rapidly

Yes, it pays to be rich already
Dawkins® tax/lee is not
wated according to how rich
are, On the contrary, the
Wran Report recommends a
409 discount for anyone who
can pay (he tax up-front before
doing their course a clear
advantage for the wealthy
Dawkins says he may not accept
this recommendation, but will
any government knock back the
chance to get funds now rather
than later for long?

VEN IF Labor does
Eimrnw the number of
tertiary places, there is no
guarantee that working class
Kids will get more of them.

Dawkins Wwas unable to
answer the Viclonan ALP on
this point when they guizzed
him on the composilion of
students who just miss oul an
tertiary places &t present Most
Jikely the private “cram " schools
will continue (o Lake the lion’s
share — u\pm.all_wnunlhcrvu.\
now the disincentive for poarer
kids of a tax/ fee that they must
payeven if they fail at university

1f Dawkins were SErious
ahout gelung more of the \c-“.
privileged scetions of socicty
into tertiary level education. he
would increase spending on the

USTRALIA : PRIORITY ONE b

government education  system
and cut funding to rich private
schools, Labor has done exactly
the opposite in recent years.

Who should pay for higher
education then? Dawkins argues
that those who benefit should
pay. Fine! This means that big
companies should pay

It goes without saying that an
employer pays you less than you
are worth. If it were not true,
profit would he impossible. That
is fundamental to capitalism. So
the wages thatr Hawke and
Dawkins make such a fuss over
must be less than the value of the
graduates o their employers
Tax the employers!

Labor won'tdo this. For years
it has tried 1o cajole companies
1o spend more on training and
research and drawn blank.
Naw it looks to us to pay what
industry won't

Company tax has dropped
from 17% of government
revenue in the garly 705 to less
\han 100 today

The core issue of the whole
debate is exploitation. The
employers who profit fram
higher education will not be
made to pay for it; the
employees will instead

Dawkins says (hat in his
studenl days ‘‘we were
campaigning about the greal
issues of the (ime". The greal
issue of capitalisi exploitation
must have passed him by. But
students and parent of today
are up against it. Times haven't
changed that much.

— Mark Marcott
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Blacks upstage Canberra circus

“ALWAYS was, always will
be. Aboriginal people,
Aboriginal land . . . Silent
Presence” said the poster
produced hy local blacks and
their white supporters,
advertising the black protest
at the opening of the palatial
new Parliament House in
Canberra on May 9.

On the day, around 2000
Aharigines and white supporters
gathered after a march for land
rights and recognition of black
sovereignty. Federal police told
us we could not take banmners or
placards near the House. We
ignored the order

The western wall of the
forecourt quickly became
plastered with land rights flags
and banners which varied fro
“Stop the Deaths in Custody™
to “Workers of the World Unite™
and “Trade Unions Support
Land Rights”™. A two storey high
Aboriginal Nag, suspended by
gas-filled balloons, hovered
overhead while hundreds ol
other land rights flags were
visible throughout the crowd

When the Queen and Hawke
arrived, we chanted “Murderers”
and “Pay the Rent”. Local
Aboriginal marshals had told
blacks and their supporters to
maintain silence. We didn't. The
public address system picked up
our “Bicentennial Bullshit™
chant and drowned out Hawke,
the Queen and Howard

Fewerthan 20,000 people — a

filth of the number that
had predicied
S eele te the
Matulent opening. The local

Lions Club was forced Lo give
away Lruckloads of bread as the
expected $100,000worth of food
sales fell short by $70.000. (At
the opening of the old
Parliament House in 1927, a
trench was dug for left over meat
pies. The ruling class never
learns!)

The number of “cheerers” was
down, but so foo was the
number of ers”. Local black
organisers had spoken of
numbers comparable o the
Invasion Day protest in Sydney,
and even though many blacks
came 1o Canberra from the
Northern Territory. Qu g
and South Auwstralia, the

“presence” could have been
bigger. The organisers should

have aimed for a more militant
demonstration and publicised it
s such.

Newertheless, the anger of
Aboriginal people came through
in the banners, flags and
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chanting. As Tiga Bayles, an
Aboriginal activist, said
“Haw do vou think Aborigines
feel when they see all this
Bicentenial bullshit? And you
have the hide 1o say that we have
been annoying In 200 years
there has been no reconciliation
and no treaty. We are not in the
Constitution and have na legal
rights. Let’s hope the peaple of

this country can put enough
pressure on the Government to
achieve Ahoriginal land rights.”
Asa result of the chanting and
jeering, the Parliament Housc
demonstration made a welcome
ghange from most of the other,
generally passive demonstrations
these days, We drove home the
point that the Aboriginal

demand for land nghts g il
very much alive 4
The struggle poes oy
Ruby Hammond, an Aborigial
spokesperson, said Similar
demonstrations would continyeg,
“We're not demonsiraiing
because we want (o,
doing it for survival . .

Ross Pulhragh

afing
< Were

BRISBANE

»w
Indecent
Expo-sure

THE FIRST month of the
half-year-long hype that is
Expo 88 is thankfully over.

While private enterprise and
its hangers-on love it, mer
of Brisbane’s Aboriginal
community ased a statement
fallowing the demonstrations at
the opening in early May saying
that Expo symbolised “ihe
celebration of 200
oppression, the ki
peaple, the thefi of our lanels and
CORIAUING L5

They were right. State
premier Ahern had instructed
police 10 stop demonstrations
with this revealing statement

We're ot going to have our

state during our World Expo
used for this purpose ¥
having property taken «
their persons put at risk,”

The statement that the ruling
class and big busincss owas
Expo and the state has rarcly
been putr so explicity
Queensland blacks are trying to
form Ahern about property
theyve had taken over, and
Aboriginal persons still put at

vears of

ng of onr

risk in his government’s police
lock-ups

Expo’s packaging glosses over
issues like racism, poverty and
class, instead painting a picture
of untrammelled progress,
development and harmonious
interaction.

Its theme 15 “Leisure in the
Age of Technology™. The Expo
Authority described lesure in
1986 as “a co !
understanding with no culiural
or socio-econontic barriers .
Presumably this gibberish
means that we all understand a
three-month  holiday on  the
Riviera; cultural and soc
economic harriers only crop up
when you try to take one

Expo presents the cultures of
various overscas “lourist
destinations” through music.
ncing, picturesgue landscapes
and wildlife, alongside the latest
in whizz-bang consumer-culture
technology. The contradiction
between Lthe two under
capitalism is evaded. The
workers and unemployed who
rely afford these delights
t be there o ask cmbar-
rassing questions, either, with
tickets costing $160 [or a scason
pass, $55 for a 3-day visit, and
§25 a day

But then, the “lcisure™ of the
puor and unemployed generates

al

little profit, so s guality is of
little interest Lo Expo.

wdea behind
we all have a
interest™ in the
businesses

‘community

success of the
showing themselves off there
Yetk \|h\\\.|\ulu.‘t‘\r sugh the
lition of one of Brishanc®
oldest arcas. driving many

le out of relatively low-cost

Now the
manouvering

dem.

e
accommodatio
T

developers
over who will “redevelop the
Exposite” when il is demolished
again in five months time
providing Ahern with
adiversion from the seamier side
of Queensland, bein revealed in
lurid detail daily n
Fitzgerald Inquiry, and soon (0
be highlighted further with the
report of the commission nto
the state’s prison system 30
widespread s corruption, (hal
nonthal d
g that he
10

Expoi

one cop revealed last
Police Union meetin
had been instructed never
harass or arrest any member of
the National Party or Lhelr
lamilies
Fittingly, Expo 92 will take
LIt wil

place in
celebrate the 500th

Ameri A
wasn't “lost” in the first place.

Ferrier

B -

INTERNATIONA

OLAND’S history

seemed ready fo repeat
itself last month, as a strike
wave similar to that which
brought forth Solidarity in
1980 gathered force.

I he outburst of militancy was
crushed before activists could
carve out space [or an above-
ground orgamisation But the
tensions remain.

Poland’s biggest concession
to democracy inrecent years was
a referendum last November.
The regime asked citizens to
approve its economic reform
package, and get a shock. Even
by official tallies, the two
referendum questions failed Lo
gain the required 519 approval
from registered voters,

Undeterred, General Jaruzel-
ski pushed ahead with the
reforms anyway. Price rises
ca in that pushed inflation up
to 45 for the firsl yearly
quarter. With the price ri
came the first strikes by workers

A public transport strike in
Bydgoszcz on April 25 won a
607, pay increase. Next ds

RO00 workers at the giant Mo
Huta steel complex in €
A day later
workers ol the
involved. An cle
committee of eig
nands ranging
increases for al
health, education and other
industrics 10 the reinstatement
of workers sacked in th
iftermath of 1981
Inside the plant
commissions took charge of
supplics, disseminatic of
information ling with
management sabolage, sec
functions and the
ganisation of the
A strike committee
member headed each one.

plant  wer

workers

elected

retarial

The Nowa H strike
became the regime’s biggest
Even the state-

union inside the

factory was forced into actior
Inspired by Nowa Huta, strike
actions broke out in the Stalowa
Wo Iworks, Domel
engincering factory, Pafawang
railway equipment lact
finally in the Lenin shipyard in
Gdansk

Cracow remained the Key arca
Alter a big May Day
10,000 students and

ste

and

protest
warkers demonstrated to

until
began

support the steelworkers
police intervened and
beating pcople.

ARUZELSKI'S response
soon became clear — quietly
pay rises to the smaller
sirikes and isolate the Nowa
Huta militants.

The workers at Stalowa

Handing bread to Gdansk strikers

Solidarity
falters as the
upsurge ends

Wol
increase and s
me's
force then invaded Nowa Huta
at 2 am to smash the strike
arresting the strike commitl
' tally assaulting workers.
At least 42 were hospital
with serious wounds.
After this episode on
the strike movement cr
The focus shifted to the Gdansk
e a thousand
workers, including Lech Walesa,

occupation whe

were under siege by police
Despite a briel solid
stoppage at the Ursus tractor

factory in Warsaw the shipyard
lefeat on May 10

the largest
ganisation
Solidarity revealed its weakness
ng the brief upsurge. It has
fragmented since 1982, and its
leadership has moved mnight-
wards. They see the union less
and less as connecting shopfloor
struggle with political revolt
and more as a structure 1o
formulate alternative
svernment policies

Waorse still, influential leaders
like Walesa, Jan Litynski and
Zbigniew Bujak have accepted
the logic of the regime's
economic reforms, only
rejecting its method of
implementation. So their main
demands concern “political
pluralism” and the legalization
of Solidarity. Nationally,
Solidarity was slow to respond

conceded di

kes cven though
e Nowa Hutasirike
committee were key members.
At Gdansk, Walesa made sure
the main demand was
recognition of Solidarity

New organisations have
notably the Polish
Party (PPS) and the
m and Peace group
WIP's campaigns

(WIP) J
against army conscription have

gained considerable publicity,
the proup’s success reflecting
Poles” distrust of the army since
the 1981 coup.

F SOLIDARITY has

problems, the reg ne can take
little comfort from them.

1ts appalling econamy
underlies the workers' prote
Poland has never recovered
from the slump of the mid-
1970s, having borrawed heavily
1o buy new technology and
heing caught out by the decline
in world tra de which
undermined its export carnmings.
Its foreign debtis $39 billion and
while ils economy
ge 0.8 a year

growing
shrank an aves
during 1981-85 ;

A recent repart by a dissident
roup claims that autput per
head is 2007 lower than in the
1970s. While Poland is second in
the world in supply of coal per
head, its mining lechnigues are
hall of ils coal goes
eved. and Poles suffer
cuts and coal rationing

poor,
unre
PO

According 10 oflicial statistis,
six Poles in ten live below the
poverty ling,

General Jarurelski is under
great pressure Lo carry through a
Palish “perestroika™ and
introduce a free market in
cerlain sectors of the ecanomy Lo
hoost productivity and
rationalize production.

1f not for Poland’s history of
political upheaval, it would
probably lead Eastern Europein
economic and political reform.
Instead, the regime continues 1o
reject Triendly advice from
Western governments Lo be more
accommodating towards
Solidarity. Independent trade
unions appear an unaffordable
risk 10 the burcaucracy.

ST November's referen-
dum defeat pointed up the
regime’s internal problems.

The conservative British
journal The Erononrisi noted
that the regime had “in effect
asked its people, Would vou like
us fo double the basic food
prices andd ireble fuel prives mexi
rear’”and put the loss down 1o
incompetence.

But the referendum was also
doomed by the parliamentary
resolution demanding a
majority of registered voters, a
high target for & regime with
such shallow social roots. A
significant minority ol
burcaucrats in the Communist
Party are reluctant to loosen
their grip over central planning
and fear the comsequences of
reform. Last month’s events
confirmed their worst fears.

The regime is now Moving to
tighten labour laws, and the
collapse of May's strikes
suggests that worker confidence
has been dashed.

Some workers may also
believe that the Kremlin's new
liberalism makes the spirit of
1980 less necessary today. But
Poland’s bureaucrals are
making their new attacks on
living conditions with
Gorbachey's backing,

Their experiences of the next
year should convinee Poles of
that, and sooner or later the
workers will again be on the
move,

Phillip Whirefield

Jaruzelski: ignored referendum
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the Shadow Cabinet

spies report

Yesterday's heroes
JOH Bielke-Petersen
can't take 2 trick these
days

He got hauled before
the Broadcasting Tri-
bunal, and tried 10
explain away a $400,000
payoff as a defamation
settlement. The
Fitzgerald Inquiry is
uncovering untold
police corruption during
his premiership. And to
top it off, the Hastings
Deering Corporatiorn
has suspended his
$120,000 consultancy
| because of problem
with “politics

Perhaps he should
drown his SOrfows in a
sherry with Sir John
| Kerr. Kerr's portrait is
| still hanging at the old
| Parliament House. It
| didn't make it to the new
|

building along with the
rest of the paintings.

Today's heroes

FIRST Nick Greiner says.

| he wants to model his
changes to the NSW
Public Service on what
John Cain did in
Victoria. (That is, bring
in his apparatchiks to

Dressed for Suck-C
NOTICE how Liberal lea
poppingupina yellow tie

Duck Is following the latest “Dress for Success
fad in overseas business circles (a.ka "Power
Dressing”). Up to a0P: of Wall St is wearing the
yellow polka dot tie on any given day, our fashion

Dress for Success” began 10 years ago in the
Gtates with the assassination of the brown business
suit a5 too warking-class. But why the yellow polka-
dot tie? Our theory: it hides the vomit stains after
three-hour business lunches.

ess Silent Number
der Donald Duck keeps
with dark polka-dots on all
the news broadcasts? Contrary to popular belief, it's
not because he's used the rest of his tie-rack to gag

FOR THE upwardly-
maobile mobile, a com-
pany called Faux
Phones has created the
Cellular Phoney, a fake
car phone to impress all
the other drivers on the
road. They've sold over
45,000 al $16 & pop.
With the real thing
costing argund the
§3000 mark, we can see
why they're popular. It's
notwho you are, it's who
people think you/are

criminate

hopes that his heroine didn'tdis
nterstate

will stay in power for the
nexi ten yeal

Funny t That means the
heard a respo used to throw
either Jefi 1947 Bank
Meil Kinnock ation Act have

2rsed. Will the
Safe as a bank once again
WE HAVENT heard a paigning for

lisation of basic
es? As Dame
to Harold Holt
don't hald yoeur

breatt

peep out of the ALP Left
over arecent unanimous
decision by the High
Court re-interpre
infamous Sq
the Consti

China shops for
bulls

CHINA is planning 1o sel
up lutures markets this
year, according to China
Today, to handle both
physical and futures
contracts. The hope is
that it will even out price
{luctuations.

A futures market is a
place where people buy
what they don't want
from people who don't
have the goods o
And in order to
market liquidity
lation is encoura
Western experienc
any guide, 80% o
China’s speculators will
do their dough on
futures as M:
march relentl
forward to socialism

News makers
ANOTICE in the
un Newsroor
ke it fast, mak:
and make it

e Sun ran
that white kids
pay for excurs
black kids got f
They guoted a
youth worker. Il
out she simply

happened

Still, it's nice to know
that we havealree press
Free from any social
conscience, free to
lie

Star Waste

STRANGE how the
ypes who

ors" banning falling apart
from recit s buildin
Black S bombers that will fly 1ow!

Our Viad

he US radar

right bit of AEWS

dismember It.)
Then new Hungarian

case about lobsters, the
judges basically decided

May we quote you?
‘|'VE made my own living;

R

says it all!

1T'S NOT often that Socialist
Action aprees with the
Liberal party, but John
Howard really put his finger
on it. The ALPS
budget. he says, “makes a
start on some of the policy
thrusis of the Liberal and
National parties.”

Big business loved the mini-
budget. The speculators pushed
share prices and the dollar o
their highest levels for months, 1f
it's good enough for ihe bosses,
s good enough for the ACTU,

with the mini-hud,
While business has had its tax
rate cut from 49 cents in the
dollar to 39 effective
immediately — workers go on
paying. Ina couple of years time
{just before the next election), if
we havent had too big a pay rise
in the meantime, we arc
promised(!) a nice tax cul
Meanwhile with every pay rise,
we creep into higher tax brackets
and the government rakes in
millions.
Then there are the usual cuts
designed Lo strike at those least
able to defend themsclves
Preseniption medieines have

mini-
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gone up another dollar

Pensioners and single parents
may now earn a bit more than
they used to (assuming they are

PM Karoly Grosz, an 1that interstate trade made a profit; I've run my il
unabashed admirer of could be regulaled so — “Labor” P d back he
Margaret Thatcher., |ong as any legislation & g of his
MINIBUDGET and Simon Crean rushed to not too old ta work or can find
sl R LI w welcome it M Tig i TARE neone to look after the kids)
When the Liberals, the bosses G I TE THE This is just as well, seeing none
John Howard @nd the ACTU aerce on of the billions of dollars that the
something, it can only be bad government has in surplus was
news for workers. And so it is aiven o those who actually need

it First home buyers are worse
if they havent gob

they will get almost

g
“debate still rages about
whether or not we will be warse
off from the changes 10
superannuation 1ax Then there
is the pain that we will feel soon
from several hundred million
dollars worth of cuts in states
spending imposed last maonth!
The mini-budget was a vicious
and cynical document, But then
it would be — it was the product
of a vicious and cynical

government.
crraham Willelt

e e

e

Hyundal workers then and now: Saluting the firm's emblem, and a salule of a different kind

In May, BOB MUNTZ of Australia-Asia Worker Links spoke to a Melbourne Socialist Action
meeting about the class struggle in South Korea, and about the orientation of his group. Here we

present edited extracts of his talk

South Korea’s workers

aste their power

OUTH KOREAN electoral politics
s has been in the news because the
opposition won a victory recently, but
the parliamentary scene is far removed
from the real politics of the street and
the factories.
e real politics were transf
y two waves of political str
First re was @ ndous up:
middle classes, led by students
Students b been demonstrating in the
streets for a few years, but last year they
wider support. It go 1 where
tor of the time, Chun D
ok

ve 1o g

cession:
He couldn’t br

cessions, but they

w himself to make con
were made for him ¢
Roh Tae Woo, then the president of th
ruling party. On 29 lune, Roh promised
elections, release of political prisoners, and
other reforms. Only the election promise
was fulfilled, but it all had the effect of
raising the expectations of the working
class

Almost from day one after these promises
were made, you had massive strikes and
demands for union organisation.
re were 3500 recorded strikes be-
tween July and Seplember, and 1300 new
unions were formed — representing nearly
a third of all unions formed since World
War 1L Some of this happened within exist-

ing unions, but most of the sinkes werc
spontaneous rank and file outbursts. For a
country that hadn’t had a legal strike since
1980, and had scen illegal ones quickly
suppressed, this was extraordinary and it
shook the regime to its foundations.

For the first time, strikes were taking
place within the biggest corporalions.

The Korean economy is dominated by
eight or nine very conglomerates
which work closely with the govemmen,
. Daewoo, Hyundai, They are

Take Hyundai: in one city
called Ulsan it 1 12 different enterpnses
ranging from jture making to heavy

ring, from car manufacturing to the

gest shipyards in the world. Al 12
formed unions in the space ol three months
and this in a company where the prest
dent had swomn only a few months earlier

{hat as long as he was alive, there would
never be a union in any of his plants
STRIKE wave couldn't be sus-
T ined indefinitely given the lack_of
i and stable organisation. The
only legal framework was the Federation of
Korean Trade Unions, which was form
by former wartime collaborators with the
Japanese. It had virtually no connection
with any genuine strugale, and was re-
garded as irrelevant b,-mostnr the vlrlkt_rs.
One group | met had just formed & union
after & tremendous baltle — all the militants
had been sacked, theyd been beaten by

very

Hyundai £
chief |

a union

goons, they'd eccupied the boss's office and
been almost killed when company thugs
fired thirty fire extinguishers into the room.
Eventually they forced management [0 rec-
ognise them
Al that point they had to be part of the
FKTU 10 be legal, but all they did was stick
the letters FKTU in front of their name.
They had no other contact with the Feder-
ation, except once when they rang for ad-
vice, only (0 find that the FKTU tipped off
the employers about whil was going on
From September onwards there was &

quiet period of consolidation but in the last
few months, since March, there's been @
revival in the sruggle. There appear to be
about 100 strikes going on. The ufnhem
Spring is the traditional time for a “Spnng
Lahour Offensive” as in Japan. But by
contrast to earlier imes, many of the current
struggles are in the largest companies.
Hyundai and Dagwoo have had substantial
disputes.
Press re|
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The

out much more within the law and are
around more moderate demands. But the
wage demands are pretty hefty — up to 40
per cent. At Daewoo the union leaders
negotiated a 15 per cent pay rise and the
waorkers rejected it. And since they all got an

-

NO, BOB HASN'T
FORGOTTEN THE
WORKING €LASS...!!

Dont forget +o
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= of 20 per cent last year. it adds up
ins. But it's not as if the Korean
't afford it. Between 1980 and

Economy C;
1986 productivity rose by 100 per cent,
while wages increased by only 40 percent

While the richest families now count their

Linking up with Asia

UR GOAL at Australia-Asia

Worker Links is to build working
relationships between unions here and
in Asia. We are not concerned about
this because of a vapue, idealistic no-
tion of internationalism, but because it
is vital to the future survival of
Australian union movement.

We argue that there's been a tremendous
change in capitalism over the past 20 years,
hecause of developments in technology,
transport and shipping

and in communi-

cations.
It's far cheaper than it has ever been to
ship things. Travel and communications

have changed enormously, It was only in the
1970s that jumbo jets were introduced, and
it became possible for business executives lo
travel the world and oversee operations in
distant countries with very little effort
Combine that with easy access w tele
phones and telex and fax, and it's become
possible for companies to operate on a truly
international scale. Now of course, imperial -
ism has been around for along time, but
there are vast differences between British
imperialism of the 19th century and the
transnational companics based in the USA
today — or Australia, with our Alan Bonds
and John Elliots
A century ago the British working class in
Manchester or Leeds was prety distinet
from the labouring classes of, \.\:,-.Vlndm and
harder to argue that their interests
ided. We argue today that with
sation of the capitalist sys
tem, there 15 an intemationalisation of the

wealth in billions, factory and fanm workers
are still working a 66 hour week for legs
than $130 a month.

And we have some independent informa
tion on one struggle in Hyundar where i
really was a continuation of last year's

working class, and now workers in Audr
lia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines ot
the USA have far more in comnion, theis
destinies are more closely tied logether

If you take the Australian company Pa-
cific Dunlop, it's now a fully fledged mulk
national. [t operates in more than 400 subst
diaries overseas, some of them m Asia; IS
got plants in the Philippines, Thailand, Ma:
Jaysia, quite a few in mainland China, and
a few shelf companies for shuffling prof
around in Hong Kong. It's also gota {1
investment in the United States. So objec
tively, there's not much difference hetween
Dunlop’s workers in Thailand, Austraha 7
the US

Another company which illustra
trend particularly well 15 Mattel, the U
based toymakers. [n the 19605 they MOYE
1o Mexico with their Barbie Doll factnes
bt within o fiaw years their Mexican vork
ers formed a union. So they moved to South
Korea, They weren't there long belore
same thing happened, so they began
outworkers, who are harder (o 0Tganise.
they moved their factories to the Philippie
Since then they've moved on 0 Malaysit
and Sri Lanka il

This is easier for a company like Mnhl
which doesn't need much captal ll“\‘\"
ment. In a capital intensive industty “I:l
vehicle manufacturing, you have the “wor
car” where parts ol cars arc ot
scale plants in different countries. and i[ e
parts are assembled in other places o
from its head office in St Kilda Hﬂ-'[ll
Melbourne, controls plants in eight o 1
Asian countries. Engines for the | ehans €€

ey (he

" ht to organise. 20 or
Waes "cnlzur::guniﬂlu_\t\ at Hyundai
% nd only released in
iately tricd (o get
:d but the company
hem, So the workers
and clected a
of people

fions OTEants
ﬁand sacked them.
ised elections anyway. 1
‘ O POSC
‘dL:iﬁcjr;::;lEH;c Yy \AEm 96 per cent of

Ll s refused Lo recognise
e company refused I
WM: l‘::nder\ the workers went on strike
Ihc“gq.\upied their factory. IU was
i ded by hundreds of riot police
:urlkr: has now heen settled, but others are
sinl
|poming
[ v i p trade
TODAY we have a fighting
Eni{:] :;mwrrwm. but it’s still at an
mbryonic stuge, with few structures in

Lers in Organising
sqerice (o assist work
edstenc who are

The role played by students is more im
portant than anything we've secn In Austra-
Jia They go into factones, and they have
impact. 1 met workers who spoke of stu
dents playing an important role in the early
dages of union organising. "

They're so cffective, in fact, that the
sovernment has been forc ed 1o make Il
ilicgal for such “disguised workers” (o get
jobs in factories,

unions

Aslan workers: our bosses are theirs too

manufuctured by Daewoo in South Korca

(fl‘:‘:lu':ncn GMH in Fisherman's Bend in

L] ‘.VF hll_\c the internati
iﬂz‘.‘:‘l‘;:i dl'“du“n' And U‘\hlh‘ the work-
t'hmmlgr]“f lifferent countries has distinet
b hmra;u,. of course, ll'JJl'\lIHl'l_\ we
deropr an intern al working class

e B in response,

‘Md[e;\::xtf warkers need to confront have
nigns | ‘\hnlnrmuuﬂ)-. yet the response of
e ity € countries of our r
Simon ¢
Mniop

isation of

o ion has

PROINGING in most cases. Even

tedn admits that, The international

ntumnmmmél:u";\ which exist, like the

o, iy m\deurulmn of Free Trade

00 raghs ihunr fole of mhibiting real ac
organising it.

I - e

The unions seem 1o be divorce
opposition  political  parties, ::j"’T:‘;hn
workers are rather suspicious of lhem"{
attended the first meeting of the Seoy] Try,
Union Movement League last \'-'"lmhc:
This is a semi-underground body formeg gy
try to consolidate the new militant unions
They raised various demands in opposition
1o the dictatorship, and in SUpport of bejger
wages and welfare for workers. Vinually
none referred directly 1o the presidengial
elections due a month fater %

1 think the union activists supported an
opposition victory as & means of geiiing
some democratic breathing space, hut they
did not seem to be closely involved in (he
election campaign

This shows that people like Kim Dae
Jung, the most prominent parliamentary op-
positionist, don't represent workers to any
great extent. Kim Dae Jung, although a
strong advocate of democralic fghts, is a
staunch supporter of “frec enterpnse”

What workers will no doubt want 10 do
is form their own mass political parties
There's a fair way to go before they do that,
but at least the first vital step hasbeen taken
in the wave of struggle which has got a
militant union movement off the ground.

The time is also right for closer links
between trade unionists in South Korea and
Australia. We ought to do our best to show
these workers thal ernational solidarity
has something to offer them.

orga

ere’s a desperate need*for workers to

e themselves internationally
this internationally organised capitalism
This is as true for Australian trade unionists
as any others. So the basis on W hich
Australia-Asia Worker Links organises is
that in our owrt interest — not just because
we're good lefties — the Australian working
class needs to develop much more extensive
links internationally. Particularly at the
arassroots level, 1U's not going (o do much
good just concentrating on the existing bu-
reaucratic links

One example of what can be achieved
was shown by a‘recent visi by Japanesc
unionists. There's an increasing trend (0~
wards the wse of Japanese management
techniques in Australian factories, tech-
niques that have been used very successfully
to smash the Japanese union movement in
the last 30 years. Very few people hert
know much about that, and these Japancse
unionisks created quite a hit by telling work
ers about the Japanese experience

In this way substantial links with progres
sive union people in Japan €in have an
immediate benefit in combating these man
sement ftechniques on the job P this
country

Other things we could dois ke 300
prevent products from Australia being Uses
fo break strikes in other countries OF Pl
vent scab goods coming 10 break umkcl-:
here. 1t might also be possible 10 el ".'"‘l
more earlier wamning of companis. b
tempts 1o move factones from one Couniey
1o another and do something 10 stop It

“Workers of the world unite” & .'""::
than a noble sentiment these days: It can i3
essential for aur survival as a union ey
ment in the future.

jon 10
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SOCAUSTIY Action

WHAT WE,
STAND FOR

Socialism
\cn':‘a Iilghl for soclallsm: the creation of a
assless society in which the econom

will be democratically planned an:
workers themselves will make the key
:1'ec|5\ons about economic and secial
ite. Countries like Russia and Ghina are
bureaucratic elass societies, and have
nathing in comman with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism. Their state s aweapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we waork to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged on thejoband
around social protest issues. Tomormow
we mus! create a mass warkers’ party to
|ead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are Internationallsts. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survwemllhnasmg\emunt . ltmust be
spreadio other countries or itwill fail. For
\hese reasons we are for building &
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures | ke protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others. Only under worldwide
socialism can there be an end to war
and the threat of nuclear war, and an
end to the abuse of the environment

L iberation from Oppression -

the
fight for liberation and against

o“:;pregssxon of women, blacks, migrants
and gays All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class, Thefight against them ig anessen-
1lal part of building a united revolun;;a

=ary movement. They can only be er io
{hrough ending capitalism and building

socialism

Socialist Action ‘
for Soclallst Action. [t's no good

nr;ln[:kmg bout the world: :h::‘:dai::;s_
to change It A

movements md“:':z;,l; aclalists are
fighting for a &8 f thal's where

in the thick of
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Marxists back
to school

AT AUSTINMER by the sea,
south of Sydney, aboul 30
members and friends of Social-
ist Action gathered for a na-
tional educational week-end on
11-12 June.
For those who are getting fed
up with hearing Swedish capital-
ism held up as & model for so-
cialist advance, Rick Kuhn from
Canberra branch outlined some
of the less pleasant realities
about that country. To provide a
more positive note, Eris Harri-
son from Sydney spoke about
the important strike in the De-
partment of Social Security.
Chris Rose from Melbourne
spoke on the Aboriginal resist-
ance against the white invasion.
Other talks included Jewish
radicals and revolutionaries
(showing that Zionism is not the
only important political tradition
among Jews), the struggle in
Kanaky (New Caledonia) and the
eventful life of Elizabeth Guriey
Flynn. A rousing talk by Eric
Petersen about the life and
times of James Connolly, Irish
revolutionary, was a high point
of the week-end.
A further educational week-
end is planned for Brisbane in
early August.

Students

Socialist Action members from
Brisbane to Melbourne have
thrown themselves into the stu-
dent campaign against the ter-
liary tax over the past couple of
months.

Melbourne branch will be
rluinlng_a meeting to discuss the
issues; in depth, at the Lincoln
Hotel in Carlton, Tuesday 28
June, 7:30 pm. All friends of So-
cialist Action welcome.

Canberra

After our participation in the
rousing demonstration at the
opening of Parliament House,
Canberra branch has been pur-
Suing an educational program.
Coming discussions include two
on basic Marxist politics, and
one on the origins of socialism
in the State of Victoria. Qur
branch meetings also regularly
discuss current events.

Sydney

The campaign to free Sou -
rican irade union leader t}l:ga
Mayekiso, on trial for organising
against Apartheid, continues 1o
be an important focus for Syd-
ney Socialist Action members.
The Australian campaign has al-
ready mmli’ slmftin help in his

e and is stepping up its
activities in the Ilph';]:? m‘;\-z.
Eﬂnt- We will also be supporting
“Tl:u:ntn Day demonsiration
Sy r. the African National

BRISBANE -

Police crack
down on gays

have
greatly their
persecution of homosexuals in
recent months, after pressure
from some quarters to “clean
up” Brisbane for Expo visitors
— though goodness knows, one
in ten visitors on average should
be pay.

The crackdown has focused
on the Transit Centre at Ros
St Station and on city g
with brutal arrests being m
Almost 70 men have
arrested so far, including a
prominent National Party
member,

The harassment r

con
“carnal knowledge

against the

order of nature”, which
defined as anal intereourse =

carries a [l4-year maximum
sentence.

Lesbians too have been
harassed by police when leaving
gay bars.

There is little organised

resistance to this persecution at
present. Queensland lacks a
statewide gay organisation
which could agitate over gay
issues and coordinate the
various small groups wanting Lo
campaign

The Quecnsland AIDS
Council has objected 1o the

entrapment of gays and the
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Southport prosecution because
the police harassment is
intimidating gays from coming
forward for AIDS testing. The
Council isn’t vocal in its
opposition because it receives
state funding

The Queensland Council for
Civil Liberties has produced
press releases and intervicws
arguing for the repeal of the Acts
which make homosexual acts

illegal. Gays and Lesbians on
Campus, a Queensland
University group. B .8

petition to the Premier r nga
similar demand

In the absence of any militant
|eadership or solidarity amongst
Queensland weak
liberal tactics are all that have
been possible. Meanwhile,
media falsely connects AIDS
totally with homosexual |
and Queensland politicians
continue to promote the phoney
equation of Gays=AlIDS
Gays=Moral Disaster

Pairick Palmer

=

RIGHT, [ ARLESTING You
For \mpesonATING A
FoLCE oFFiceR,

RACISM

w
White peril
rallies

IN LATE May, 1500 people
attended a  me called to
attack Japanese property
ownership on the Gold Coast.

The meeling was emotional
and racist, It began with
Advance Australia  Fair and
ended with the crowd singing
and swaying to [ Sull Call
Ausiralia Home. In between,

__"—_______———._——————"‘———-—1_________.

speakers denounged
coming here to buy y
lake over” the Country. T,
people who tried 1 , -
against this were howled dj;l %
In fact, only 335 &
residential sales 1ast year we
other than Australian Citizens, |
ienihy [efis,
the figures are higher fur hmg[
n\.\'ln\lnp Its hard 1o see Wwh
why the skin colour of n{‘c
capitalist matters v
S very my
is bizarre to P
“n

Cf
P land :mi

ErE 1

hear Australjgy
riots” whingeing ahoy
Japancse iVesIOrs pumping
money and Japanese L;:un:ﬁ
spending an ¢ $1000

1 Australia’s ramsh

apiece

ackl

g this outburs js
cction by right-wing
nal Parly member

and want 1o pressure him, We
exp

¥ric
the rightwing
ding a land
ownership register
Saocialists, at

chorus

least, will
¢ that Asians

Jessie Skarfield

TOXIC DUMP M"

Town watches
the waste line

WESTERN Australian govemn-
ment proposals to build a toxic
waste disposal plant at Wallaroo
have residents up in arms.

The plant would deal with
justrial and chemical waste
ding PCBs which, when

would also

ances kn

WASLC French

from a
g iment-owned company al
Pinjarra in south west WA
Unwanted uranium and
thorium would be transporied
600 kms from Pinjarra 10
Wallaroo, near Kalgoorlie,
which has people who live alang
p routes wy worried
Once at Wallaroo, the thorium
would be buried in plastic bags
n sites close to water suppl

cservoirs and recreation areas!

Not surprisingly the local
population of 30,000 1s [1ghtin
back. The Goldficlds Action
Group and the Goldfields
Against Serious Pollution group
are circulating petitions and
producing & newsletter called
Hazardous Tiptes in thelf
campaign to oppose the facility
There s community
action group at Pinjarra

As ane resident wrote, “If iht
plant is so safe, why por put it
Rockingham or another part of
the metropolitan area”

also a

DSS workers back in the wars

IT HAS been a hi
£

(.

Workers in the Department of
Sotial Security in Sydney have
heen oul for over three weeks,
For five days, the whole State

was on strke the longest

sloppage ever.
It seems as if we have (o have
ery year

2 staffing campaign ¢
in NSW, and e ach time 1l gets
tougher

The last 1w
for extra st

qruck for four days to win a

«mall number of extra peopl r
But this
lefensive

we've
The Department
almost 3000 johs na
the next few y
Jase 303 jobs 1

ns spread
specialist @
number of Are
around the State
what's left over dov
al Offices
With 303

hs, that's a
to absorb

lot of extra
ntin
ed with
more work showed

they've had enou

The dispute became senous in
February when AC DA
members in Sydney Sta
quarters (S|
job for a day
log of claims, which was later
revised and endorsed by SHQs
around the country
had hapg
ion officials
present it to the Deparlr

Once this

back and wait for talks to begin

EMBERS IN in NSW
were not so laid back. Re-
| Office members in Syd-
ney, realising the cuts meant

more work Tor then t
the placing of surplus staff in
offices could destroy their ca-
reer structures, voted to support
SHO).

Delegates from around the
State called in March for mass
meetings, but our reluctant ur
ion officials didn't organise them
until the end of April

The fight has mainly been
built in the metropolitan area
where we're more dircctly af-

SUBSCRIBE
to Socialist
Action

fected, and where we have more
o information through
cetings  and

meehmn

access

mass

delegates

less, persistent work by activists
in Sydney. producing bulletins
and phoning country members

ot the mess: across 10 the
rest of NSW
Where there had been a state
wide vote aga -
end of April, there was Strong
support for a 4% hour strike on
18 May. Once the aclion was on.
enthusiasm grew and the stop
page went for fiv
ortunately, t
been somewhat unde rmined by
bitter wrangling _ within the
ACOA Branch Office The fac-
tion led by Assistant Secrelary
Wendy € is tied to the ALP
left” including Social Securily
Minister Brian Howe. 1hesc of
ficials never put up a fight, prel
erring 1o do deals and [ry (o pass
them off as viclones
To the left of Caird stands the

Rank and File Action group led
by Branch Secretary Trevor
Deeming. They have responded
0 members' calls for mass
if sometimes slowly
They have also

meelings.
and reluctantly
consistently opposed the Na
tional Office line that the dispute
<hould be confined to SHQs

RBut both factions have their
eyes fixed on the Branch elec
tions at the end of the year, ant
that tunnel vision has not helped
the dispute. RFA has often letats
fear of clectoral damage (@

Fighting back: Sydney DSS workers picket against staff culs

already angry at finding them-
selves back at work, walked off
the job in protest and called for
a metropolifan mass meeting o
continue the dispute.

That meeting voted over-

HERE HAS has also been W helmingly to strike for another

wme “red-haiting” from three days, and further meetings
hoth factions, wha have accused have since voted to continue the
the delegates’ committee — stz gle. Under pressure lr\u}l
which has consistently support- rank and file members (1\\: l‘“TI.r
ed strike action — of being un- public service union, APSA, oL
der the control of a handful of tered the dispute in early June
radicals.

When the delegales commil-
smmended extending the
further ma-
ich could have

Deeming keep it from throwing
itselfl wholeheartedly inta the
fight. This in turn makes it easiet
for the Caird faction 10 under
mine members’ confidence.

NFORTUNATELY, sup-

port in country areas has
declined us the Caird forces
have put in time on the phone
and made visits (0 regwlnnl cen-
was widely seen as reflecting the  tres, 10 discourage action out-
b Caird faction, It le Sydney.
n As we go o press, d metropol
itan mass meeting on L0 June
has voted to continue the sUrugs

e rec
five-day Stoppa

lion appeared, W .
becn written by Brian Howe and

views of the !
ed o o sLop all ac
et
cloppages. RFA'S response was o
middle-ground wition, g
which argued that the country
offices would nat support &
longer strike.

le.

Meanwhile Commuonwealth
public servants from all Depart-
ments stopped work on f June
sim for a 6 pereent

In fact, the sprike molion was — over the i e
i defeated by about 30 VOLES. - WAEE 1SE i it
on 4 % e F other
s s carried it over-  cialists - an -
ey members Carmee laim.
Syncy membctilie teir arpued for & ST
el =v..nl| an enthusiastic From the response o the 3

lot of mem-
bers can sce through the offi
clals” arguments, and are tired of
being used as @ slage army

token campaigns.
But as yel most lack the con-

r“]\;lr\:‘;:ip George Street and & it was clear that 4
mi g

\ outside SHQ at W ,n_w.am
R oft option predictably
 was

rall

REA's s
split the a
itsell camed

ction vote, an
1 by four voles state-

o's ppponents an
wide. Deeming s Op po! W10 fidence to defy the union lead-
Executive  mave o fi | st 100 Was
[?\m:;\.ul:'u it, arguing about which —ers, s:: tisgalion)
o el 1 car
e ere valid. Members I , Harrison
voles were Val sional offices, Ens

GHQ and some FeE
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~INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE

to all unions

“DEFENDING the unions
may become a growth
industry in the near future.
The attack on the BLF has

didn't bother 10 question the
auditors.

Yet despite having done
nothing illegal, the union’s funds

; and assets have been frozen until
become a model for how to  jq9;, the year in which the BLF

destroy a union that steps out  can theoretically apply for
of line.” re-registration.

John Cummins, BLF When the BLF was de-
organiser, was commenling on registered, Cain under
the final report of the custodian,  pressure from Trades Hall not to
lan Sharp. What supporterssaid  seize the unionsassets. With the
initially is now abundantly clear:  latest moves he has successfully
deregistration was not a onc-off ~ circumvented that agreement
event, but rather a trial run I'rades Hall Council

Last October. the police unanimously passed a resolution
raided BLF headquarters, condemning the freczing of the
removed computer equipment funds. THC president John
and files, and seized bank Speight threatened a “long war™
accounts. Sharp’s final report and secretary John Hallpenny
substantiates not a singlc one of  has had meetings with Crabh
the grounds for the raid. and the custodian. But Speig
Supposed dodgy land deals, the  languagp “concern”

ship™ S0 a day s u bargain ",
he added.

While Sharp may not be over-
impressed with the government’s
legal grounds for the raid, he
clearly sees himsell as drawing
the lessons for the handling of
future deregistrations. For
example, he recommends that in
future cases, the union’s asscls
ought to be seized immediately

This takes on
when we con:
of the new Industrial Relations
Bill, withdrawn last year, but
due to be re-introduced shortly
It provides that any union which
breaches an order of the
Commission can be deregisie

This bill is based on the
Hancock report, which

concluded that any union
breaching the spirit of the
Arbitration Act should be

BLF: Sharp practices a threat

deregistered “The spirit” e
any union preferring mdu\:am
action to conciliatjg, Tl
arhitration, g
Until now the custodian pg
paid BLF arganisers’ s
and bills out of i
lunds. With the
the union fa

iy
the unigyy
accounts frgpep
€5 a financia| Cris; i
and has had 1o lay off seyen,
organisers with na long serys
or superannuation,

In addition the

Vit

custodian hay
returned @ large number of
unpaid bills to the union, [ they
en't paid, creditors may t;\;_i
ction. This might give the
government the excuse it's heey
or to wind up the union

under the Companies Act
If so, it will be time o rally
again in defence of fhe

Janey Stone

money from Lib:

this has disappeared

Sharp’s remaining claims
seem very minor considering the
actions of the police and the
government. Crayflish at
Christmas parties isn't
something o get excited over
idering that
Crabb helped to consume it in

especially col

1985 (before deregistration).
Nobody

house!

credibility

Twu

»w

Officials get
activist fired

IN LATE May a driver was

accidently killed at ANL's Webh
| Dock in Melbourne. He was the
‘ second person killed in 10 weeks
|

and the fifth in three years,
Authorities had admitted

inadequate safety procedures

| [ but done nothing,
No TWU official bothered 1o
‘ | attend, bul Steve Mg a
I TWU reform group activist,

thought drivers” interests wught
1o be represented
| ANL management and
wharfies agreed on new
procedures suggesied by Steve
and the wharfies returned to
wark thinking all was settled

ya, the alleged
aling of members funds —all

omplains about the
amaount spent at farewell parties
lor the old Canberra parliament

The aceusation that §116,000

18 unaccounted for lases
given that Sharp
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“considerable uneasiness”
hardly expresses extreme
outrage

If the matter can come 1o a
spe

| affiliates meeting, so
unions may feel that therc
sufficicnt threat to take

So far
unmaoved
said, daken ¢

e custodian
appears Lo be distancing himself
from the governr . At his
press conference he made the
amazing claim that his
investigation had not been an

inguiry but only a “custodian

Enter now the TWU, whose
officials put a picket on Webb
Dock. But no, this wasn't aimed
at ANL it was aimed at
Steve’s employers, Secon! The
officials were concerned that the
reform group might increase its
influence

hearing

The TWU leaders are clearly
feeling threatened by the reft
group. Bul typically their
solution is dirty tricks, rather

than offering members a better
deal
Said the manager: “f rang the

HOLIDAY PAY "W
union. We are blacked. You're

i e SRERVE OUr
loading alone!

Vou io go and get another joh
and forger about the reform
Xrulr;:i. e :lll'!llll'l".llmuqand private sector
J £ i ionists marched in defence of
agreed 1o support Steve 7.5% holiday pay loading
in Brisbane last manth,
T'he workers, including clerks,

claim over unfair dismissal. But
as reform group member Chris
metal-warkers, building and
lransport workers, marched

Keily asks, can they be trusted?
from a Trades and Labor

When a driver was dismissed

while on Workcare last year,

and his claim was thrown out Council rally in Albert Park t

due to a clerical error, the the offices of (he (Juuc\l\ls'rlnnll‘.
Confederation of Industry. A
delegation was told that QC|

Steve’s employers gave in

officials voted with the
employers to deny him a

The infamous police raid on the LF office

would not abandon its ant-
Inading submission to the
Industrial Commission and that
it wol
directly

Chants of " Want do we wani’
Twenty-five percent!™ went up
as the rally then marched 10
Anzac Square, adjacent to the
Industrial Court. TLC secretary
Ray Dempsey, was cheered

soon seek Lo cul WAgEs

when he promised “a wave of
indusirial
ir this stare” 1f the loading was
abolished. The meeting ended
with a resolution to extend the
stopwark 1o 24 hours
The rally follows weeks of
militancy in Brishane's streets by
Abaorigines and students. Some
of the more vulnerable bosses
like Mount Isa Mines, fear the
power of a worker hacklash, but
only a true show of strength by
unionists will widen the
divisions in the QCI
{llan Gardirer

Ee—

- HAT should the
socialist attitude to

ferr! i
outright condemnation and
moral oufrage.

Just think of the double
stﬁ ndard evidenced by states a nd
ed in the media. Terrorism

5

L
F(cwl:cllcag.un and his Kind m
{he political use of violence by
anyone they dont fike. PLO
actions arc erroristy |\|u=-r|
however ‘restores order”.
Anything Libya does isterrorist
but the Nigaraguan coniras arc
“freeddom [ighters”.

It isn't just & matier of words.
siate sanctioned violence has
historically led to immeasurably
more suffering and oppression
than individuals or small groups
can possibly inflict. From the
\ime of slavery, through the

Spanish Inguisition to the Nazi
death camps and the dropping
bomhbs on

of the atomi
Hiroshima and !
classes have count
violence to answer 1o

Sy the first respol

the left 1 not to in
denunciations of 1
political violence but 10

pub it in class perspective.
Secondly, it is not for us fr
our comparative safety and
comfort in Australia to 1
our support for others” struj

ples
contingent on the o they
use. A long history of oppression
leads o an dable
desire for rever
We ue against terrorist
actions not on moral groumn
but because they dont work
The transformation of the social
system and the establishment of
socialism needs more than
individual reve
The terrorists of the [9th
century hoped their dramatic
actions would spark off mass
revolt. But this never worked
Forexample, in Russia hatred
of czarist desp

unders

atism frequently
led to the use of individual
terrar, finally culminating in
assassination of Czar Alexande
Il in I8 His son simply
replaced him, and an even mort
repressive regime ensucd

In a famous case, Alexander
Berkman, a Russian-American
anarchisi

altempled to
assinate Henry Frick
manager of a company which
had murdered strikers in
Pennsylvania in 1892

as

Frick survived three bullets
and a poisoned dapger. There
Was no mass upsurge — in fact

one worker helped to overpower
Berkman, who subseguently
served |4 years in prison,
ellectively removing a talented
agitator from the struggle

What’s really
wrong with
terrorism

gy, Terrorists tend
{0 concentrate on individuals, — hEms
They can only eliminate
individual members of the ruling
class, not the class itself.

Yet terrorist strategies persist
today amongst seetions of the
international Left. One need
only think of Action Directe in
France, the Red Brigades in thet
ltaly. Baader-Meinhol in West
Germany, the Weather
Underground and the Symbio-
nese Liberation Army in the US
and the Japanese Red Army

Trotsky commented on such
people that they are not in LI‘. it
essence any different from them
Labor paliticians despite their  hod

sute themselves
; G ce of  substitule
apparently revolutionary use of - SUSEIEE gy,

1n periods

such a str.

“Social chan,

small b

up family

groups are

emaneipati
jass is the job o

oever stilks

a ministerial

portfolio, as well as thos

for the action of the masses in
Worse, its implicit
message s quile demoralising:
s the task of &
of herogs. You can
1 us in @ passive role, but - Po
< you are preparcd 10 BIVE
fricnds and home.
and live the life of an outlaw.
little more you ¢an do.
Such a strategy 15 inherently
1, no matter how personally
pdest the members of such

Karl Marx argued that the
on of the working
[ the workers
No-one, N0 matcr

: | ean
well intentioned he  greal v be presented (0 some

of N.m.m

downturn, such as We lace

ion can seem a

we oppose the substitmion w
“chwennical proparariony for e
s nlticient reveduiiosary
steenutly of e profetariar”;

UT CAN'E armed actions

be combined with mass
work?
Armed strugple requires the
utmost secrecy. No matler how
great the desire t link up with
mass struggle or use wopen
prapaganda, the very nature of
such  activity presses in the
opposite direction. And terror
activities provoke increased
repression by the state, so the
work of those concentrating on
mass activily is made harder.

Ler'slook at a recent example.
In the mid-1970% the vacuum
ed by a crisis of the lalan
volutionary left gave
promincnce to the Red
Brigades

Their stratepy  proposed o
head-on clash to force a
polarisation between the
bourgeois state and the armed
revolutionaries. Their hundreds
of attacks. mainly on police
and politicians, reached &
climax in 1978 with the
kidnipping and assassination ol
the leader of the Christian
Democratic Party, Aldo Moo

They had a degree of popular
support. As 4 woman in her
sixtics said, “f clor 't ugree with a
single it they des. Bur in fraly
Ul v the Red Brigades are the
ones whe fave any idvals.™

Yet they failed. The state
brought in new repressive
legislation, which was  used
widely against ihe left and
unionists. By the end of [982,
000 members of the Red
Brigades were in jail, the el was
disarray, the state
strengthened and the working
class demoralised

The Red Brigades had many
worker members and - some
pular support, But they could
not convert that into mass
struggle. In lact their very
SUCCess Waas @ substiule [or mass
aetion. Waorkers lacked
confidence toact for themselves
but at least the bosses Wert
under some sort of thruu_l

To revive mass aclivity miy
Lake time and effort bul therc 15
no substitute for i '

Leon Trotsky summed it up:
“The account we have (o settle
with the capitalist system i too

functionary called a minister.
(We must) learn to se€ all the
crimes against hu_m:mq. all the
indignities 10 which the human

g i jected, as
claspiog an_nleral. m hin }:,':J,:“;:ltﬁl\: e o n::a,:‘r:flwrﬂu:';:mﬁ‘ i
hele s hJun: of must equally  foragroupel 'L‘“‘:‘“"“"L“i:::\‘:: expressions of the e mE"Ir““
erestimdie the minist his  ghort cul history by taking system in order to '::u:#u;
personality and his past ami Aoty Emf,’(',ﬁmﬁ:.:ltume“‘l
I'his strategy is bound to fail .Nlhm: “mu‘mdcnﬂnpm‘ml agal G e

because it substitutes the PR eon Trotsky said,

] feats of a small group AISOREH SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 13




UCH has been written controlled the
Tt mied o France 1 968 1 ‘k’l[‘I\::\f:ﬂ\' “hmhnps \'L‘; W:E =
magazine even felt moved to - mnwl\\ 11\-;(,‘1: nb.-mg]” e t rl z
introduce 1988 by looking at and indErel ll“:'bh: Peasipyy yes o ree d
o “Demand the oo on HiC e om
d':f“‘d |ngeeﬁa1jf£i [n;:.\ j_ﬂhudI\;-, only Nantes wen -mﬁ u] KNOW the one thing we i T e FLER Ui LR
ifferent. bapm B tf r there had been 5 did right, was the day we e
| post-war boo : "

collapse inlo an economic crisis

we are still in today. Vietnamesc

peasants launched the Tet

Offensive and smashed the idea

of American invulnerability

Millions around the world

marched against the war in

Vietnam, Russian tanks rolled

into Czechoslovakia to end the

Prague spring of liberalisation.

In the US the Black Panthers, a
black armed revolutionary
group, grew rapidly.

But the most inspiring cvent
of 1968 was the general strike in
France.

Few expected any explosion
of worker discontent in France.
Trade unions were weak, wages
were low and unemployment
was on the rise. Then in 1967 and
early 1968 there were strikes
in the car, steel and shipbuilding
industries.

Just like today, pundits were
writing off the working class as a
foree for revolution. Andre
Gorz, a “marxist™ intellectual,
wrole in January 1968 that “in
the foreseeable future there will
be nmo crisis of European
capitalism so dramatic as 1o
drive the mass of workers 1o
revolutionary general sirikes,”
Just four months later, ten
million French workers proved
him pathetically wrong.

THE SPARK for the biggest
general strike in history
came from students. They had
been demonstrating over
Vietnam, “free circulation” (the
right of male and female
students to visit each others’
hostel rooms) and the release of
imprisoned demonstrators.

On May 3, after a number of
demonstrations and meetings,
the police moved in to close the
Sorbonne, the main university in
Paris. The students replied with
stones and the police retaliated
with tear gas. The next week saw
demonstrations every day,
culminating on May 10 in the
“Night of the Barricades"

That night thousands of
students, with help from
residents, passers-by and
workers, built sixty barricades
1o keep the police out of the
LatinQuarter of Paris. After ten
hours of batule, the students beat
back the police and at Tam on
Saturday found themseclves in
control of the area.

French Prime Minister
Georges Pompidou ordered the
Sorbonne re-opened and
released imprisoned students,

impossible!”

ke - i 3 3
Students occupying a school greet marching workers

Students had fought the
government and won. The
Iesson was not lost on workers
There was also sympatihy for the
students, who had shown such
bravery in the face of brutal
police attacks

Union leaders called a one day
stoppage for May 13, in
response to rank and file
pressure, The one day tactic was
an attempt to controf growing
working class anger.

Millions stopped work. One
million workers marched
through Paris

Next day, workers at Sud
Aviation occupied their factory.
While this was a spontaneous
outbreak, a trotskyist
organisation led one of the
unions there and had built a
climate of militancy over time

Thestrike spread like wildfirc
Union leaders rushed to put
themselves at the head of the
movement 5o they could better
control it. They ealled out even
more factories.  Within  two
weeks, ten million workers were
on strike,
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HESTRIKE turned France

upside down. For a few
magnificent weeks, there was a
glimpse of a better society.

Students with banners
reading “'Be Realistic
Demand the Impossible’
paraded through the streets.
Young workers escaped the
monotony of work (and
i ommunist Party meelings!) to
10in the students in real
discussion and debate, Students
tried 1o link up with workers
oceupying their factories.

So widespread was the strike
thal even professional
Tootballers and dancers
Occupied their workplaces!

In any serious general strike,
workers find they have 10 run
society. During May and June
French workers set up action
committees Lo organise upplies,
power and so on, Paris alone
ha_d 450 such commitiees

The general strike reached is
peak in Nantes, Worker:
roadblocks to control aceess to
the city, and bricked managers
into their offices. Union

| EVEry oy
would have been a Nanges n‘z
overthrow of eal
have been on rl;ur‘;;[:lgl:(?‘ S
It wasn't, for (E.‘,m J..
Firstly Lh..‘ revolutioy el
nary |ef
was too small and divided ang
was almost wholly based g
students

Secondly, the Euro-staliny(
Communist Party had a strong
grip over French workers, The
French CP had (and stil] has}its
eyes firmly sct om (e
parliamentary road. It confined
the erdl strike to cconor
demands when so much m
could have been won,

The CF union, the CGT
sent most occupiers home anﬂ
sct up strike committecs of non-
elected  but “trusted” union
activists. So most workers
watched events unfold, centainly
with sympathy, but in isolation
from the action

Sometimes the CP simply lied
to strikers to get them back 1o
work, ing them that other
strikers had given up.

marg

I THE end of May

President Charles de Gaulle
played his trump card — he
called elections.

I'he CP fell over itself to prove
its respectability. It organised a
return to work so that the
elections could be held in an
atmosphere of “calr

The bosses played their part
by offering big wage increases,
longer holidays and other
concessions,

The battle moved from the
workplace, where workers are
strong, to the ballot-box where
capitalist ideas dominate. De
Gaulle increased his majority
and the CP lost half its seats. The
vote showed the demoralisation
workers felt at the return o
work

Despite its demise, May 1968
still inspires socialists, For a f[ew
glorious weeks, workers in an
advanced capitalist country had

shown their revolutionary
potential
The lack of their own

revolutionary party stopped
French workers from challenging
the rule of capital. The best way
we can commemorate May 1968
is by working to build a mass
revolutionary party here allld
now, so that when Australian
workers take on their oppressors
they can go one step further than
French workers did.

- John Passan!

started to fight . ..

Wwith its opening theme the
TV series Eves ot the Prize took
us hack to the US black civil
rights struggle of the 1950s and
60, the movement that inspired
a generation.

Since the abolition of slavery
Gouthern blacks had sulfered

er Jim Crow scgregation
;‘::I: hacked by Ku Klux Klan
lynchings and burnings But in
the depths of McCarthyist
reaction, blacks broke from the
prevailing mood When in 1955,
black seamstress Rosa Parkes
refused to stand up for a white
man on & bus, she sparked the
Maontgomery bus boycott and
ushered in a new era ol black
resistance

After nine months Maont-
gomery blacks won a deseg-
regated bus line. Within a few
ts there was a whole wave of
regate the South.
pe and commitment
of the participants both
Southern blacks and the whites

who joined with them — shines
through in the wonderful
original film footage. The race

hatred does too, such as the
specimen of Southern white
womanhood who burbles on
about her “civil right™ not to mix
with blacks

We hear tao the specches of
Martin Luther King, and the
singing of the grass rools
activists. Even thal musical
cliche We Shall Overcome
regains its original power. The
inevitahle talking heads
intensify the impact when they
describe, for example, what it
was like 10 be in a burning bus
with exits blocked by white

THCISS,

Eves on the Prize emphasises
descriptive material rather than
political commentary. We do
however, see John Kenncdy
opportunistically helping
Martin Luther King, in order 1o
gaun black support at a eritical
electoral moment

The southern rights
movement was heavily
influenced by Christianity and
tactically organised around a
philosophy of non-violence. The
I'V series shows the
bravery this required.

One of the most eflective
organisations was SNCC
Student Non-violent Co

ordinating Committee, As the
commentator says, “SNCC was
based on a new opiimism — a
feeling that vouth could be a new
Jorce for change in the 60s."

sit-ins at the lunch counters and

b ser

And so they were. The student

the busloads of mostly youthful
freedom riders inspired mass
action throughom the black
community. In 1963, at a mass
stration in Birmingham,
ma, thousands of peaple
were arrested and the police used
dogs, electric cattle prods and
high-powered water cannon. On
an unprecedented scale there
followed a wave of 978 solidanty
demonstrations in 209 towns

around the country

But by now the movement
was too large for non-violent
tactics, which can only be learnt
by small groups of trained
people. When the police entered
the ghetto during the
Birmingham demonstration
blacks fought hack

This intensified struggle led ta
the final demise of Jim Crow
laws. Although the 1964 Civil
Rights Act is usually credited o
John Kennedy's liberal
conscience and King's famous */
have a dream "speech, the ruling
class were acwally worried
about potential  insurrection
Kennedy called a meeting of the
top 100 businessmen  which
decided that the struggle had o
be got off the streets and hack
into the courts.

None of this is show

Coneentrating on  th
South and voter registration
drives, il misses the larger
impact the movemeni had.

In ane episode a white
leader says, “It’s prin
siruggle for power”. 1L was this
realisation that led the
movement o move north and
broaden, to the new demand for
“Black Power™ and to new
leaders such as Malcolm X and
the Black Panthers.

By the 1970s, the working

ass was moving into action
with black workers giving a lead

in militancy and fighting spirit
The civil rights movement
inspired the social movements ol
the 'B0s, such as the student
movement and the anti-Vietnam
war movement. One source of  things they were drawing”, he
the Women's Liberation said
Movement was while women If poking fun was oul, so too
civil rights activists, who staried  was any social comment.
to think ahout their own ~Spooner’s portrayal for the
oppression and [iberation. Gay  “Police” stamp of the law ap-
liberation also owes adebttathe  prehending Ned Kelly was
black struggle rejecied, as was a design for
Here in Australia there were  “Religion” showing The Potts’
freedom rides for Abongines  Unele Dick taking around the
through outback towns in the collection plul:s} fhllls'l.
carly 1960s, descgregating For “Trade Unions™ a truly
swimming pools and other offensive design showing
facillties layabout workers (hy The
Today the Right is again Auwstralian’s Patrick Cook) w;s
ascendant. Nobody expected the “Aﬂg?lzd n:u:hes:nli Dba ‘:‘:
black movement 10 Emerge ! ] i
“li:;n it did. When it secms hard ~ Tanberg’s hilarious “Everybody
o

gressive arm and fist emerging
from their mouths. It was
rejected. "It never occurred to
me that they wanted cartoonisis
to do other than poke fun at the

CARTOONS

v oSl e omend on ces
w featured on its stamps. Never
. whjchlhunm.»dsul’prlnp!ehah:;
Stamping out e ik

1 In fact ;:h“:fk’rr:lpm workers for
::1:! lllh:?l::mult!m::}p;:sz:i:l;l EII’.‘m‘c‘n-n". lmnd’ly police (now,
e tenlh "....‘N;:. ot D e
::‘l-ii:::\lleednnillc; ::‘:rt:h:erla i “Wellare” and the new P:l

i at,

o rereenld i LTS S ot ?nl“&%;“,:
z:i::«.:; are Ron Tandberg. |hn|m:1u5:nl|uunm£

prize, hold on.” (white) Australia’s origins.

mind that the Bicentenary,
ars!

the humor oy is bland designs: 3
(hat'’s a good one') helping an
birthday

downright depressing. AmONE Jiament House as a b
Only the iwo-cent “Indusiry”

? ia and Bruce Petty. ety ely token
Mictsel LanR et i slsmv‘*nhl:‘ifgll““"hi e
It mig! any of the contribut g productivity

rds raising
:‘:::s {0 have slipped past he
Sensor. But how many fwo-cent
Stamps will it on your BvErRES

cartouns showed
:Innp wit that we see from these
eople in our daily newspapers.
( that isn't wh
.E;lauhev- Martin produced @

design for “Pnrlim}!lllr “.':' letter? _ Robert Stainsby
ed two MPs with an 85
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The curious case
of Cassie Ogdn

HERE'S a bad smell

hanging over Melbourne
Town, and it isn’t just the
smog. Last month's inquest
into the death of Cassandra
Ogdon proves yet again that
the justice you get depends
on how big you are.

ssie Ogdon, 2
August only hour:
was due 1o testify to the National

smuggling whil

exchange student in Boli
when aged 17, 5t

named as

Rockman —

1o the fear O
her death

g
enough — he
just desserts,
notwithstandin

that Irvin Rockman might coms
under scrutiny
sudden|y decid 0
Aurther indemnity for the

The result s
prediclable, Gross re
confirm that the signed
stalemenl was his. or
mare aboul the
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OES THE Labor government
wan! to reslore democracy
Of

the

"

ACK IN the bad old 1950s,
the Ed Sullivan Show
wouldn't film Elvis Presley below
the waist for fear of corrupting
minors. But we've moved on
since then — or have we?
E 1 3

them
r guidelings

against pr
f the means of

€oCKMAN..
A FUNNY
SMELL .
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SOUTH AFRICA w

Midnight oil
burns Botha

OBVIOUSLY PW. I&m:‘s
apartheid in toria
has too much on ils hands to
keep track of the rock scene.

Midnight Oil's album Diesel
and Dust has been climbing up
the charis in South Africa,
thanks in no small part to the
promotion and airplay it was
gelling on government-control-
ed radio.

Then the station discovered
that all proceeds of album sales
were going to the Alrican Na
tional Congress! Red faces in the
sunset in Pretoria, as PW.'s for-
ces give the nod to the wrong

side.
w

LIGHT RAIL

It pays
to fight

YES, we know you can't set too
much store by government
promises. But it looks like the
protests and pickets against
light rail in Melbourne last year

Sociaust ¥ Acrion
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PO Box 274, Brunswick
Wictoria 3056
Tel (03) 380 2227
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Victaria 3056
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P.W. Botha: burned up

left a real impression on the
Cain government.

The recently released Merplar
for public transport state

The Light Rail network will
be made accessible 1o p
wheelchairs. No L
versions will prc
wheelchair accessibility
dressed

That's quite a shift frc
Victonan governnment
that people in wheel
should make do with scgr
buses because they can
onto the light rail trams. I's a b
victory for the activists
People for Equality Not Institu
tionalisation, who were amongst
the most militant and persisicnt
fighters in the campaign

Like the old saying
the squeaky wheel that
grease. It pays to fight
stale government d
track, we need only rem
how we got this conce: iy
direct action — and apply a bit

more of the same

els the
and if the

ROBE RIVER

Militancy
revives

WORKERS Robe River,
WA, took their first combined
industrial action in 18 monihs in
June. At the Cape Lambert port
facility they struck for 3 days,
and at Pannawonica, the inland
mining town, they struck for 24
hours,

So strong was the feeling that
about 100 non-unionists joined

in the area paid this a year ago.
But Peko has used every tactic
0 avoid paying it. For example
they have responded 1o the un
ions’ log of claims with a list of
counter claims which could re-
sult in substantial cuts in pay and

conditions

They have also been using
QCs in the Commission, whict
not only disadvantages unions
whose advocates do not
legal training, but very effective
ly prolongs heari

Peko’s rece
pushed their record product
and safety levels. Since their suc
cessful confrontation
workforce in y
duction has increas
call ith a reduced

Time lost due o

very casy (o reduce statistically
— “injured workers are now
forced to perform so-called light
duties. Previously the
maintained that such a ih
didn't exist. Total injuries |
gone down, but this is at least
part due o mtimidation so that
workers are afraid to rep
cidents: they risk being moved t«
lower paid jobs.
In any case the drop is actua
i crease in the
number of v from 1100
1o 600'is taken into account
Nonetheless Peko trumpets its
“achievements™ at every oppor
tunity. This is in such marked
contrast to the actual atmos
phere among workers that they
added a nder to their resolution
10 go on strike. They protested
against “any proposition by the
company that the workforce at
Robe 15 happy and contented”

w

unions

VICTORIA

Poverty
trap

BOB HAWKE intones that “hy
1990, no child shall be in pover-
1y" and gets elecied. Bul since
then what's happened to child
care? AL Mitchell Street co-
operalive child care centre in
Brunswick  (Melbourne)  the
parents and workers can tell
Vou.

In 1986, the federal govern-

ment changed fundin
ments 1o child care centres, §
sidies were cut despite i&“h
opposition at public meg
Since then the centre 5 Mi
has developed severe
problems, and also
tions, but the g ur’::::nrlﬂl.m'-
give them the funds they M‘ml
The reason: the parenrs are i
g their low  paid worE“.
above-award wages =
Rejecting a COMpromise offic.
er, the parents and workers
chose u]\lL‘Jnl 1o close the CENnlre,
ut set it up inside Bob Hawke's
office. Now there's an Cxample
of more useful deployment of
EOVernment resources!

& i"mngp,'

lmug
lings,
che]
Tinancig

QUEENSLAND _

Stallone
clones

BRISBANE'S
made everyone's day last month
with a totally tasteless Bicenten-
ary sychronised fireworks and
muzak spectacular,

! ners were advised to line
the banks of the Brishane River
armed with their receivers and

ith torches which, when in
. they were to pull out
flash rhythmically in time t

radio  FMI04

nusic

Meanwhile overhead in a
Chinook helicopter. Flt Lt John
("a bravc veteran of
Iklands W
ing guns [rom the Que
ity Regiment to the sub-
Nautilus” conveniently

in the river
flypast of F
er our heads (
ve them Lo be exact)
and Flt Lt Kenncdy's offsiders
1 their guns to go off, FM104
I it Tehaikovsky's 1812
As the line from Ram-
I has it, maybe they just want
us to love them as much as they

love us!
But no love will be lost for the
16 Queensland MPs going

abroad this winter with first class
air tickets and S-star bookings

The bill will be at least
million ¥
Tourism  Minister  Geoff

Muniz spent | | days in Pans a5
head of a 20-person delegation
who tried 1o stop the World Her
itage listing of north Queensland
rainforest. The delegation If
cluded MP Beryce Nelson who
said she was chosen (o go after
witing a 30 page report &
chairperson of the Natural Re
source and Economic Develop
ment  Advisory  Committee
“And | also speak French
Spouses are going 100 hu;
cause, according fo Liberal MF
Sir William Knox, Raisa Gorbd
chov and Nancy Reagan have
shown they can play a vita! role

e, et S oS

INDU

We're still wage-in

battle

OR A while it lnoked like
the lid on wages was sel
to blow.

ransport w
railwiys

with
Tens of thous
out for 24 hours 1

ees. building

workers

ad also starte
nd metal

pitiful concessions

expect this from
What  surpri

ers was the

tulation of Melb
Trades Hall

fumped it
out consulting them when Kelty
demanded it

P AUL KEATING had begun
ins al the end

percent. We will have
about the same,” The gov

ment made great play of
porting  “real  wage mal
tenance™

AL this point the ACTU were
considering a  straightforward
af 6 percent. lronically it
Hulfpenny who al that time
sold them on the idea of two lots
ol 3 percent

But almost immediately Keat
k down the infla
tion fore citing figures as
low as 4.5 percent 4 number
based more on estimates for
OVETSEAs W movements than
any domestic trends

He made it clear that as al

ing be

TRIAL AFFAIRS

Government workers picket during the wages stoppage

OVErnmEnt W

finue

And the governm
its eye firmly fix
wage rses 1o
orices. Ralph Willis sp
mance-related pay and
multiskill

5 WALES Y5

into the govern
bmission,
percent
pay rise, (o be
red over the 1988-89 i
| year — or if possible to
the end of 1989. A 2.5 percent
rise could be granted on 1 Sep-
tember, and there could be furth-
otialed rises up o 2 per
cent six months later. Bul that
would be confined to unions
who already had “maintenance
of wages” deals stitched up with
employers. For the rest there
would be a rise in March 1989,
with another one possible from
July 1989

\um Overs

HERE would also be the
option of a | percent rise in
exchange for restructuring or

“supplementary payment’”

eals. cuts would come in
late 1989 “if the economy could
afford it” — or if there’s an
election coming up.

Keating made it clear that se
cond tier rises granted after June
would be absorbed into these

pay increases

Despite newspaper headlines
about  Willis “buying peace
with concessions, the
ment hus ne
any of this. The overall ceiling of
5.5 percent remains the same
There 18 ncession  for
workers who haven't yet gol the

second Lier rise.
All they've done is ask the
Commission 10 arbitrate if a un
jon can'l get agreement with the
bass. This is exactly what they
can dov now with the second Lier
And what's the resull? The
courts are clogged with out-
standing 4 percent claims, and 2
ot of the workforee still haven't
got a second tier nise.
The other “concession” is
aboul restrugiuning dgreements
productivity trade-offs). Initially
these were to be limited 1o |
percent out of the 55 percent
lotal, Now they're not subject io
the ceiling, but they must have a
negligible impact on labour
costs.
Women who recall past equal
pay fights know this tnick. It was
the judges’ excuse L reject equal
pay for comparable wonh. You
can'l improve your pay without
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g a losing

making morc
hle"” impact on fabour costs.

RIOUS national cam-

paign could have won 6
percent up front, because the
employers were largely resigned
G For them it's small heer
compared 1o the gains they ex-
pect from award restructuring.

The second-tier experience
makes them hopeful. Only 10
percent of workers managed to
gain second lier rises with no
trade offs. Over one third gave
away more than 4 percent o the
boss. With the assistance of
Keliy and Crean, they confident
ly expect similar results this
time.

The one thing that could dis-
appoint them is the kind of ac
tion we saw briefly in Mel
bourne in carly July. But al pres-
eni, the greatest obstacle 1o that
is our union leaders including
that cowardly lion, John Half

penny.
The Heruld ex-
plained car why

even the vaunted “lefts
the officials end up in the bosses’
pocket
“The power brokers of 1the
wnion movernent see their [ulure
inextricably linked with the for-
turtes of the Federal and Stafe
Labor governments. Their long
{erm future very much depends
R @ ProJperaus econom with
rttinued wage restrau
i ks — Liz Ross




INTERNATIONAL

ATE in 1978, China's
L( ommunist Party
launched its country on a
remarkable road of po

Wooing the capitalists: Peking officials seek investment from rich expatriates

=i | @ East is in the Red

ten years now we have
watched, often in amazement,
as one of the most state-
controlled econumies in the
state-capitalist bloc had shed
its past.

China has junked the
Stalin/Mao model of develop
ment vig a ruthless command
economy, and challenged most
of its once-sacred truths and
. institutions. The recent National
People’s Congress, China’s
rubber stamp parliament, and
last year's Party Congress have
consolidated this process.

The rural sector has se:
most far-reaching changes. Very
carly on, reforms dismantled the
peasant communes and shified  TUNs the slogan cxplaimi
production 1o family farms. abalition of rigid state

Farmers could choose what 1o OVer cach [
produce, and only had to delive
a scl amount 10 the state. T
could sell all extra output and
keep the income for themselves.

The recent National People’s
Congress decreed the virtual
privatisation of land. While
technically all land remains state
property, people may now buy
and sell “the right 1o use land”
This elfectively sets up a free
market in leases

The real impact of and
motive behind — the change will 1L should be
be 1o eonsolidate millions of
tiny, inefficient family plots into
larger, more profitable farms introducing socialism i
Small-holders who have been  society in which human needs
rL'|UtlmllIu\uupl;. giveup their are paramount. Maoism
plots can now rent or sell “the  actually about using the state to
right Lo use” their land. Mostof  marshal the country’s resources
these dispossessed peasants are
expected Lo L up sn
businesses or move 10 the ¢
1o find work

n done 1o

uctavity-li
The first
of unprofitab|
entlerprises Look

g in 1985 and
ly extended

ars of talk
agers gained much
ers last man
People’s Cong
1cerning Enterprisc

over hirin

nihe ©verwhaito produc
regulates th

y restrictions on
managers will be owve
government ec

nomic e
and an obligation to
with workers. An
Bankrupicy

pres
s alike L

sacrific

and not rock the boat

A DRASTIC shift in
conomic strategy und 5

all these changes.

said that the
Chinese Communist Pa
power never had any inte

Lo seal off foreign competition

all  andtocreate arich and powerful
ics  nationchiefly for the henefit o
bureaucratic ruling class

By the late 19605, it was
abvious that Maoism had failed
China was nowhere near able 1o
tompete on the world market
Its productivity was low, the
quality of its output puor, and its

RBAN reform has been
lower. The decision Lo do
away with lifetime job security
and 1o link factory wages (o
productivity was made in 1984,
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trade deficit worsening, i we
falling behind the rest of
world in cconomic growth

After Maao’s ith, a short
sharp power struggle broug

Deng Xiaoping 1

Deng's strategy, a
his suppor
stale control over ag
and 1

15 very risky, and
yiStL

unleash th
conscious peasantr
peasants had always r
collective forms
production that the
so praised, but

and maintained by forc
the part of the

ymy Lo which
ardently

slump,

n years

it some [uture po

surplus that flowed to the state o intractable erisis, s
Deng and Co pl i 1o an encouraging vehicle
modernise and expand industry nt

particularly light industry Similarly, the workers in the

This strategy had

vastal areas are not fools. They

success, helped by thee
demand of the newly-cnriched
peasantry | TV

idens and
is. By 1985,
inherent

ither eon

however, the
inefficiencies of small-sc
agriculture were heginning

Crucially, most f

amily farms hir
were much too small o u much
mechanised equip it and oo with
poor to afford f Th id 1
initial growth in productivity  industrial unrest to seare
flattened out Torelgn investor
Like 1l counterparts
S A RESULT, recent years  Russia Britain and
have seen a further shift in -~ Aust ina's rulers are
direction. All hopes now rest on  playing a tricky game. They
i China’s coastal know they must reform Lheir
e economic economies to helpthem througt
powerhouse of the country the current crisis, but that this
The process, as Heijing  means surrendering some O
described it in February  their own power to world

ar, is one of “Ching s
codstal areas orienting their
economy to the world market

making mure exporis and
imparting foreign investmenm . their own grip i

By relying on China's  We live, as they suy, in
plentiful supply of cheap labour
and by offering attractive terms

market forces. They have

appeal simultancously 1o thelr
working classes and to [OTelER
saviours without weake ning

interesting times
Graham Willett

COVER STORY

Gorbachev: headed for

ride?

OW M) you ride the
tiger  without fting
7 That must be on Mik-
id after

te
hail Gorbachev's
the party conferenc
The conference
perestroika” and  “glasnost
But large sections of the bureau
dislike and will
At the

voted  for

Journalists
llectuals want 1o fore

pace
Minority nationalities are res

15 no return 1o the
1 ol Marx
Russian rul

mechanisms
i, Each firm will ha
for its own

€ se 10 the ec
nation that grips the LISSR.

WIET growth rates were
w Yunce the envy of the wol
Yet in the postwar decades they

have slowed further and fur-
ther

y the USSR shares in the
on of the world econo
industry has the sam
rotes that plague

m
falling profit
I i But there's
problen: it has alwiy

building mere  factones, not
more gfficten ones. But a n
economy has 1o grow by
productivity,

Senior cconomist Abel Agan-
begyan says: 1

W is necessary 10 change the
palicy af channeling fimance into
new  construction wnd enlarge-
ment af facilities, and instead 10
invest in modemization and re-
We need 1o invest noil so
much in increasing productiorn
volume:

as i raising product

This requ
You can
enlerprises |
from the but not h tech

wnes. For that you need workers

to think for. themselves. That's
what glasnost is for

t more productivity oul
of cach worker, Gorbachev will

tick.

Gorbachey 10
Committee  baldly
What are we short «
all meat. fruit and v
What a crushing indictment af
ter decades of “socialism™ IF the
reformers can't reetify
tiom, they will soon forfeit popu-
lar support

s Silua

HEN THERE is the stick.
Wark hard or you get a pay

G

jff% %%.* Goroachev

/ 1marcners

a wild

Cul raise productivity or you
Jeopardise your Job, {112 Con-
Terence Theses announce efforts
1o “tighten diseipline” and “sei
Ereater demands on personnel.

And Gorbachey told the dele-
panes;

“We canmnor tolerate any form
of serounging. be it averr or co-
verl. Enterprises thet have been
givert the mght 1o ., cut down the
wmcones of those wha are lizy,
wasieful and idle, are using it
el 1o timidly,”

We hear this sort of argument
from our own New Right re
wards for “initiative”, penalies
lor “seroungers”, And like the
New Righi, Gorbachev hopes
Trcc-market  mechamsms  will
lorce enterprises to shape up,
hose that don't will be allowed
g0 broke
Thearetic full employ
ment will be guaranteed, with
g new jobs. Bul it
er guaranteed in Chi-
an has admil-
1y Lo preserve

ICs unlikely Gorbachey can
Ily re-gear the whole Soviet
my this way. Even in the

sl, big enterprises are seldom
illowed to go under, for it would
cause oo much ecol
jon. More likely the
keteering  will

fringes

Either way the he
the workers. They are now al
lowed to elect managers, but this
is really “workers’ participation
“than  workers’ control
ms still have to work within
ihe overall economic plan, and
al political group on
Il be the Communist

the only
the job »
Party

What if workers do buck the
system” Mascow News recently -
quoted a senior Palish official as
ing, “Sad as it s, many
workers would rather have
director who keeps rasing their
pay.. When asked how 1o stop
this he replied: "1 don't think it
would he very wrong for the

emment Lo nterlere in the
full.m\ of facwones \_Anuu state

els to interrupt speakers and
cture them, Dissident Boris
Yelisin had his speech edited
before the TV showed it and his
opponent, the conservative 1-
chey, got far more airplay
Moo s has been very
rudging in its coverage of the
Armenian crisis, and it wok a
Nood of reader enguirics Lo faree
Provdo to admit there was @
general strike going on.
The moave 1o have mullnphi
s ow "' candidates for government and
\::.n\l( : l!-.:- I:s“m L.:::Irnul— parly pasis 15 an Iut\“‘lll"‘ 1.:
- tml—‘ verrated, It s shakeup the apparatus, and give
y Hmchial ¢ 4@ Iv y  mew people a chance W0 move
wanderful 10 8 0 nism, up. But as long as there's only
energe: 'lllnh-re e alsn une recopnised pohitical party.
Bt tie. pary "‘l. of the new he system still favours the wp
showed the limits ity
o Even so. with chunge being

interests are at stake ;
Like our nwn rulers Russia’s
will tolerate dissent s
CHVE,

hasses

T IL's i

HETMINESS. i
The General Secretary il
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Status symbol

THE scene.a Sydney
bus. A Lane Cove yuppie
pulls a portable car tele-
phone from his briefcase
and oslenatiously rings a
friend.

As he finishes the call.
another passenger faps
him on the shoulder
“Don forget 1o tell him
you can't afford a car”

Fair cop?
LOTS of people have their
cars stolen and must
make do despite im-
mense inconvenience

So how come when
NSW palice commission-
ers wile Zoe Avery has
her car stolen, she is per-
sonally chauffeured
around fown in an un-
marked police car?

Name shame
RUSSIAN parents can be
just as cruel as those in
the West. Following Rea-
gan's Irip to Moscow, a
baby boy has been
named “Aon” and a baby
qgirl "Reagina’.

Secrelary Gorbachev
passed the news on lo

il
THE GODFATHER

May we quote you?
a A the last State election | didn't make clear who |
happy with whoever won.

supported, but | was
— Rene Rivkin, Sydney

® My only comment on tertiary fee
understood why bored housewives should be able 1o
go lo university for nothing

— Rene Rivkin again

® We are, in a sense, unnecessary, aren't wa?
asked il he makes m

— Rene Rivkin aga
he d

eserves
® We love your adherence to democratic principles

and processes

— US presidental candidate George Bush, loastng Ferd:

nand Marcos in 1981

® If s our society's recognition of the sanctity of human

life.

— US Senalor Limin Hatch on the death penaity
® | don't want to know what the law is, | want o know

who the judge is

— PRoy Cohn, zide to anh
MecCarthy, quoted in a recey

lords kept 45,000 vacant
apartments off the market
last year

hest sl raker -
%! have never  SNOE in

S0 Ferdinand Marcos
has moved from his
beach mansion in Hawaii
inta the hills in search of

‘& manay than

just
won't leave him alone.
They keep visiting the
new house al night and
throwing old shoes over
the hedge for Imelda,

hhurier Joa

Reagan personally Far
the kids' sakes, we hope
they have deed polls un-
der giasnost

Charisma failure
BOB Hawke didn't exactly
wow the locals on his
Amenican junkel

In a hotel lobby where
secrel service men were
holding a lift for him, a
hotel employee explained
1o a disgruntied guest that
the President of Austria
was visiting. A Chicago
denizen, on being told the
PM of Australia was in
town said, “Oh, that's Mr
Waldheim, isn't it?

Yes well. Hawke,
Waldheim... sometimes
we can't tell the differ
either

Trial by peers

SPEAKING of Kun
heim, we can' say
were shocked that the re-
cent “TV trial” found he
has “no case to answer’
for Nazi war crimes

One of the judges was ~

Lord Frederick Lawlon, 8
blackshirt andidate in
Hammers in 1936
and praised as a “fine
fighting 1as by Sir Os-
wald Mosley himself

Economy measure
JUST a week after an
i

House rules nouncing that 957

EVER wondered why were to go as a cost-
there’ ing short- cutting meas

age? New York research bosses in Sydney
shows thal, while 28,000 delivery of eight spa:
people to city welfare new Holden Calais
shelters each night, land pany cars". To protect

Nile opens floodgates

AMERICA'S “Moral Majority” bluenoses have been
rampant in recent imes. In Delaware, they had The
Wizard of Oz banned (for suggesting that some
witche ood| and The Diary of Anne
[for its discussion of teenage sexuality,

@ Websler College Dictionary remc
arolina school libraries for definin
words, and science lextbooks ban
for promoting “radical soc and
s" eg referring 1o dinosaurs as su|
of evolution)

S0 were relieved to hear local moral guardian
Fred Nile say he loved Bambo. The Reverend found
ils fer anti-communism most uplifiing, and dis-
missed the nonstop violence and bic hed as “un
real and thealrical’

They
from So
fain nau

the the:

their ducos, they are be-
ing kepl well away from
furious staff at Artarman

Figures that figure
DID you know hat one

tget would |ift every US
family over the pavery

ine for a yi South Ko-
nt 515 million on
tear n 1987..0ne in

siX  American  surgeons
are sued for malpractice
h year?

A TES o
T2 know
N

ONE ¢
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Gorbachev

pushed so hard and the econom-
ic cnsis 50 deep, Gorbachev

could lose control
The weeks-long

ers use such methods 1o fight
class issues?

A recent bus strike in Klai-
peda, Lithuania shows the possi-
bilities. The introduction of full
cost accounting in the bus sys
tem last Aprl led 10 wage cuts
averaging about 20 roubles, des-
pite government promises of no

falling Tiving standards

The cuts sparked a stoppa

I a sloppage
which paralysed the city. und the
27 demands.
sur-

workers  raised
Long-buried  grievances
faced. Glasnost had
the confiden

general
strikes in Karabakh and Arme-
nia have challenged the national
power structure. What if work
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visiting journalist wrote: “l can
not help feeling that a reconcili
ation armrived at after twenty
hours of talks is an unstable one
that tomorrow can bring another
strike of bus drivers or mun

fight about. Wom

back home
thrate is 100 low
are b
S
about the winnet
Moseow pageant

ey

According to journalist Natalya
Kraminova, “the press is all the
on time calling on 8 woman o go
because the bir

And now there

uty contesls
said  Moscow
of the "Miss
Amidst tnvia
like Miss Moscow's bust mea
surements, the story also high
lighted Russian class divisions
“People were going home af-
ter midnight: the functionaries
from the organizing committee
gl et JF: .Muchlgm-emmvm cars, and
Sy o fl’:jr:f‘"# stants by bus, Metro or

The dispute was settled, but o Tom O'Lincoln

“Ain't she
News

L e

SOCIALIST ACTION SPECIAL REPORT: THE DSS STRIKE

~y

Lessons of a historic

strike

N JUNE 28, workers in the De-

partment of Social i
Sydney voted to end our historic, six-
week strike. We had won a considera-
ble reduction in the staff cuts de-
manded by the government — from
1271 to 486 nation-wide, and from 303
{0 99 in NSW — and a good redeploy-
ment package.

We had not achieved what we set oul 10
win o job cuts — and many people
returned to work believing that we could
have done better. But if we had not taken
control of the dispute ourselves and had
relied on our union officials’ »
strategies, we would have won little or
no

Almost every year in recent times, D!
members have had to fight against govern-
ment initiated stall cuts. In 1981 the whaole
Department went out for three days. Since
then national campaigns have not been as
but the acton we've taken has

militant
reed the government 1o mak
Even so, it s el lougher every ycar

In 1986 and 1987, we had 1o fight two
hard battles for additional stalf, and conse
quently the union members were Ielt with
few illusions about the ALP'S auitude (0 us
Every year, and usually twice a year, we
watched them give handouts 1o their big
s mates, while attacking their own
our clients

concession

busin
employees and those people
who are the neediest in the community
T'o us each budger meant more work with
Jitile or no extra staff, and more rules aimed

at harassing clients, Workers are often re
luctant 1o take indusinal action because
they feel a strong sense of responsibility 1@
the clients, a sentiment cynically played on
by headlines like one in the Sydney Moming
Herald: "8 15 left needy to charinies.”

But in the end we have had to face the
fact that the responsibility for poverty is not
urs, but the govemnment's. And this year,
when the department announced major staff
cuts, we knew we couldn't hold back any
longer

The cuts we were fighting werc lal
1271 jobs were to go nationally in the firs
round. They meant retrenchment for some,
and & lot more work for those lucky cnough
to keep their jobs. On top of this a massive
restructuring (which will still go ahead)
involves major relocations of staff in Sydney
State Headquarters (SHQ).

New Area Management offices dotted
around NSW would do most of the current
SHOQ work, but with 303 lewer jobs The
rest of the work would be devolved 1o
regional offices, with no mentien of CAlr
staff. Any vacant jobs in regional offices
would probably be filled by surplus SHQ
staff, disrupting career SIUCIUTES, and e
gional offices themselves face a further
round of cuts within the nExt tWo years
numbers  have not yel
announced

bheen

Those

HEN WE went on strike, we faced a
cated situation because there
WETE wber of different forces al work.

Social Security minister Brian Howe, sup-
posedly on the ALP left, consistently abused
us for disadvantaging the most_helpless
members of the, community by sttt
When negotiators pointed out that it was his
responsibility 1o give Us enough stafl u:
provide a reasonable Jevel of service, he Thad

no answer, At another stage he is reporied
o have said, “We'll get those Trots in
NSW

The department’s own head bureaucrats
have the job of cuting staff for the Labor
government with a minimum of fuss. They
made the decision 1o announce the cuts in
SHO) first, presumably believing that it
would be easy to take o and defeat workers
in State Headguarers. As the dispute
dragged on, they took out their frustration
on NSW by persistently keeping the pro-
posed cuts higher for us than for other states.
Clearly they wanted to punish us for taking
such strong action

The national office of the main public
cervice union, ACOA, was an obstacle most
of the time. DSS organiser John Farmow
tried 1o throw in the towel at the beginning,
telling SHQ delegates that & redeployment
jpackage won in an earlier dispute was
“probably the best you'll get, so you |!ngh|
as well take it now.” We disagreed. Given
\he massive relocations that were proposed.
that package was no longer relevant and we
had to get a better deal.

National Secretary Peter Robson, who is
also on the ACTU execulive, persistently
opposed moves (o spread the dispute [0
regional offices. He argued that SHQs and
Central Difice staff should fight the first
round of cuts alone.just as management
intended

Only one national bulletin was produced
during the entire campaign hy ACOA
(APSA. the other union involved, produced
none). Efforts by delegates in Victoria o get
regional offices involved were sat on firmly
by their officials, wha flatly refused 1w call

55 MEEHNgES.
i ulehiu tough megotiator, Robson
fails w use the real srength of a union:
activity by s members. Every ume he
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appeared before & Sydney mecting he
praised our action and our strength, but
invariably went on o say we should go back
o work — excepl on one occasion, 1n the
middle of difficult negotiations

HE SITUATION with the NSW state
officials was more complex. Most of
them are firmly tied to the national office.
Assistant Secretary Wendy Caird and her
faction opposed and undermined the strike.
At one point a member of their faction
was overheard asking a member at a re
gional office to move a return-to-work mo
tion, so that the officials wouldn't be seen
openly subverting the struggle. And after
members at a mass meeting had voled
overwhelmingly to continue the strike
Caird was overheard telling a mate that “the
Jemmings have commitied suicide agamn.
The Caird faction hoped the dispute
would collapse and drag down Branch Sc
eretary Trevor Deeming with it. Deemir
along with Vice President Alison Adler, was
elected by a campaign waged by the Rank
and File Action grouping of militant
workers. He was viciously red-baited by
other officials, who accused him of allowing
“small groups of political militants to seize
control of the dispute” in order to “streng
then the position of their political grouping.”
Deeming supported the dispute, and al-
though his support was often hall-hearted. it
enabled the activists to call meetings and to
have access (o the resources of the branch
office. At the end, however, the good repu
fation he’d built up enabled him to sell an
offer to members which fell far short of the

~
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original demands.

The officials of APSA opposed the dis
pute, despite the fact that muny of their
members spontangously joined AC OA on
strike. A group of about 40 APSA members
eventually forced them (o join the struggle
by storming the branch office. and demand
ing the right to vote on matiers affecting
their jobs,

The array of opponents was daunting.
Fortu the mefropolitan Sub-branch
Delegates” Committee (SDC) took their re-
sponsibilities seriously. They took the lead
in organising to win the dispute. Together
with a group of rank and file activists, the
SDC met frequently to discuss tactics and
plan for mass meetings. They organised
pickets, including flying pickets, occupa
tions and demonstrations, collections for the
stike  fund  and visits to  backsliding
workplaces

We produced and distributed regular bul
letins, including some for delegates
interstaie

HE STRUGGLE began in earnest in

February, when Sydney SHQ staff
walked out for a day, impesed bans, and
called for 4 moratorium on devolution until
agreement was reached on all the issues.

We pressured the ACOA national office
into 1aking up our log of claims — including
firm ction of any job cuts — and pres-

enting them to SHQ) meetings in other states
for endorsement. Delegales also presented
the case strongly to regional office delegates
at an SDC meeting, and they quickly agreed
that the fight was theirs as well

In March, a meeting of all NSW delegates
agreed that mass meetings should be called

at the end of Apri

In May, the SDC recommended a 48
hour stoppage, which was supporied state
wide. At mass meetings held straight after-
wards, we won support for a further 48 hour
stoppage. At this point disagreements ap
peared within the SDC

Rank and | Action supporiers pro
posed a return (o work with further weekly
48 hour stoppages to follow, plus same bans
to be imposed in workplaces. The majority
of the SDC opted for continuing the state:
wide strike 3

Al the next mass meeting, a motion insti
gated by Cairds supporters called for an
tion. Rather than rally behind
call 10 continue the sirike, RFA
panicked and moved its “softer” option
Predictably this just split the vote of those
wanting further action. Even so, the vote o
st by about 50 votes state
that RFA'S pessimism was
misplaced.  The RFA option squeaked
hi by 4 votes, but the Caird faction
now felt confident enough 1o dispute the
vote, and send a fax 1o members saying all
motions had gone down, They followed this
up by convening 4 special branch executive
meeting the next day w0 formally overturn
the mass meeting decision. Enrag
bers in some SHO sections walked off the
job, and 55 of them invaded the branch
executive meeting. Other SHQ sections soon
followed, as did about B regional offi
Meeting hat afternoon, they called for a
mass meeting (o vole on action in Sydney
That meeting decided the metropolitan arca
would fight on,

members vote for actio

ROM THAT time, the metropolitan
smbers went it alone. We continued 1o
support, but for a time it seemed that
r unions were more helpful than our
own interstate branches.

Building workers from Adelaide, who
talked to some of us at a march and rally in
Sydney over the 6% wage claim, were ¥ery
supportive, They not only gave money but
returned to Adelaide and put bans on Com
monwealth projects in support of ouf
dispute

A motion to DSS country offices in NSW
calling for further 48-
defeated, but we stayed out, meelt

iree days to hear reports and vote on
aclion, We consistently declared that job
cuts were non-negotiable, Even when other
SHQs and Central Office called off e
rolling strikes afier twa days and accepted
job cuts, we determined to fight on. And in
the end, our firm stand securcd ane 1M
provement after another in the govems
ment's offer. Peter Robson, who constantly
told s that cach offer was the best we'd g¢t
and that we should give up, Wwas ‘-ru\\'ﬂ
wrong. In facl the momentum began &
build up again, A call to country members
Lo vole on action brought seven of them oul
on sirike on 24 June, and Trevor Decmifg
announced 1o delegates that he intended 10
call union-wide mass meetings fo discus
our dispute and the cuts which thre
many departments, CES delegates b

Clockwise from top left: Wendy Calrd calls #rs lemmings; bucket brigades raise funds;
; picketing makes lhere effective.

ring
tions of support were read ¢
meelings from other workplaces, other
even from workers overseas

ach other to discuss our strike. Mo
at mass

states

with a possible escalation of the
e, Brian Howe now offered 1o reduce
the number of job culs to just below 1060
The figure of 100 proved to be a psycholog-
ical barrier for Trevor Deeming. With Rob
son and Caird on the attack and an election
looming, he decided to play safe. He moved
a motion calling for a return to work, and at
this point enough members lost confidence
to make the difference, By a very small
majority members voted to return 1o work

I was the second year in a row Deeming
has proposed accepting an unnecessarily
poor offer. In 1987 he had done so after
it with his supporters in Rank and
File Action. This time RFA were not even
old of his intentions, They had oppesed the
proposal at the SDC the night belore, and to
their credit they did so again at the mass
meeting. Deeming clearly no longer consid-
ers himself accountable (o the activists who
got him into power. There is a lesson here
for the REA membership, who have always
oriented 1oo much ta the electoral process
Only building activity at the grassrools will
ensre that officials, whatever their origins

represent the interests of the rank and file

HE DISPUTE proved that a small sec-
e union could win big conces-

sions, provided
!' ! Y S BAvE 4.5 dayg
at the beginning, and other SHOQs and
Central Office gave two days toward the
end, it was the Sydney metropolitan arey
which hore the brunt.
; _!‘v‘lrml\lun n‘\"lly zed tha ealls for “uni-
Gown he spute To waig 1 L AR
might never catch up, rather Lr?:.:"’? L
: offering
them a positive example to lollow:

While calling on other workers to join us,
we refused to accept that workers who want
to defend their jobs should be held back by
those who don't i

It also proved that a group of rank and

file militants — the delegates’ committee
could give a lead to the members where the
officials didn’t. The firm stand of the SDC
kept Trevor Deeming, who often wavered,
on course. A strike fund was sel up and
endorsed by members, and we 1ok collec-
tions al mass meetings of eachers and state
public servants, at national wage case meet
ings and rallies, and al various workpla
This kept us in touch with the strong feel
ings of solidarity felt by other unionists, who
wanted us Lo win.
The SDC also organised flying pickets,
and a number of enthusiastic people tumed
these into very successful occupations. Man-
agement got so rattled at one office that
picketers were locked in! We set up sub
commitiees to handle the media, and press
and TV covera gan 1o improve.

Visits 1o offices were important, and a
highly successful march and rally afier one
of the mass meetings was an excelient
morale booster. We marched up George
Street to Wynyard, chanting all the way
then had speeches and some very relevant
atre. One TV station gave the event
verage and interviewed one of the

NE OF the high points of the cam-

paign came just after a Canberra
meeting where Brian Huowe lrmmughl_)-
abused the NSW negotiators and their
members. He then caught a plane o Sydney
to address an ALP dinner at St George —
only 1o find about 40 DSS strikers waiting
for him.

Shouting and  waving placards, we
blocked the entrance to the Motor Boat
Club so that he couldn’t get in. He eventu-
ally pushed his way through to the door, but
the chants of “Hands off DSS! followed
him inside

The higgest problem we faced was 0ppo
sition by officials, and their refusal to inform
embers in other states or departments
about the real issues and our srength. We
need to sel up a much betier network of
militants on the ground, so that next nme,
we can begin 1o spread the dispule carlier
And there will be a next time, il present
membership fecling and_govenment
plans to further slash stafl — is anything l:
o on, Members did not returm 10 worl
Teeling beaten. In fact the first day back S1
site a bit of wikdcal action in response (0
local management decisions, and @ numoer
of offices maintained bans r:nw_rmla
while conflicts were sorted oul We'll be
ready for the next attack, having shown
that it’s action and not the do-nothing
methods of the officials which produces
results.

_ Enis Hurrison

SociausT M Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

'We fight for soclallsm: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be demaocratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labar in power has shown the bank-
ruptcy of attempts to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to sacialism. Their state is aweapon
of class rule, and must be smashed,

A Mass Workers’ Party

Workers need a revolutionary party. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneous upheavals, The
bosses are organised, and we need o
arganise too. Today we work to buiid a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged an the joband
around social protest issues. Tomarrow
we must create a mass workers' party to
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are Internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
struggle for socialism knaws no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannot
survive within asingle cuunlry.llmqst be
spread to other countries or itwill fail. For
\hese reasons we are for building a
world-wide movement, and we oppase
measures |ike protectionism which turn
\he workers of one count-y against
others. Only under warldwide
socialism can there be an ind fo war
and the threat of nuclear v ar, and an
end to the abuse of the en ironment

Liberation from Opp ‘ession

We fight for liberation an against the
oppression of women, bla :ks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of op-
pression are used to divide the working
class. Thefight agamsnh_em isan essen=
tial part of puilding a united revolulion=
ary movement, They can anly be E_ﬂd_ed
through ending capitalism and building
socialism.

Socialist Action .
r Soclalist Action. [1's no goa
:‘::lﬂl:kl::g about the world: the point is
1o change It Marxist theory and pro-
pagandaare only meaningful if they ar?a‘
guide 1o action. In the unions, socia
movements and wherever people are
fighting for a betier world, socghsl.shars
in the thick of the fight. If that's where:
ou want to be, joln us. today!

 vou
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WHILE DSS workers on on¢
side of the counter have been
fending off attacks from
their employers, what's hap-
pening to workers on the

other side: those out
work?

Here the government is mag
nificently evenhanded: the un-
employed are getting the exacl
<ame kick in the tecth, as the
gavernmenl brings in a new ap-
proach ta unemployment. As
part ol that same restructunng
that has brought us wage culs
and speed-up. welfure policy
being revamped fo focus on pro-
iding employers with a readily
able, skilled work force.

In the postwar era, wellare
has been primarily a safety net
for people the system couldn’t
wse productively. With all its in-
adequacies the dole was de-
signed ta help the unemployed
— even if il barely helped them

1o survive. Only indirectly did it ,

help our rulers, by staving off
social unrest

That is all changing now. Pro.
prams dealing with the unem
ployed will be just another de-
vice (o provide aid 1o industry.
As Social Security Minister Bri
an Howe puts i, “The social
securily system can no longer
afford 10 be a passive safely nel.
It has 1o become a springboard,
a transition o work.”

This onentation o industry
rather than (o the person who
needs help can be seen in the
sorl of training schemes availa
ble for the jobless. Training is
zeared 1o skills shortages and
mdustry needs. This is also true
ol ihe traineeships scheme. Al-
though much vaunted as a way
ul helping young job-seekers, it
is really a way of increasing
employer contral over eniry intc
industry. i
_ Now in some ways this sounds
like a good idea. Why spend
your life playing Space Invaders
when you can be learning sale-
able skills? And in fact one such
e raining scheme was fought
lor and won by textile, clothing
and footwear unions when the
government was developing the
new industry plan for their sec-
tor

But there is one important
ohbstacle to making this work for

The boss fares

welfare

“well in the

state

V£ MAKE A GAME

OF UNEMPLOMENT !

AND THE KiP5 LOOK
FORTUEM J— |

)
WE HIPE THE JOBS

-.IF THE K1p$ Finp ouT
THEY WoN'T PLAY J

older ones

the majority of the unemployed:
the lack of jobs.

The total amount of work
measured in full time jobs I
stayed remarkably constant ¢
the last twenty years, with fluc

tations during booms or reces
sions. There are more pei

the workforce, of cour

lot of them arc working

time — particularly women,.
Economic change has not

creaied more jobs, But it [has]

sorled oul the winners and los
ers. The losers are the unskilled
particularly young workers and
hose skills are no

longer re
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So if MrOgrams are
ng to catapult more skilled
people into the workforce, then
other people are going to drop
out But if the government has its
way, lewer of them will go into
the wellare system
Young workers have b
kept in training longer, support
ed economically by their fami
lies. Hence the scrapping of the
youth dole. Retired workers
won't gel pensions. they Il live
from user-pays superannuation
And the DSS 15 becoming
more and more a policing agen
€y 1o keep people ol wellare
In January 1988 the 1ol
number of people being paid the
dole was B0 percent of totul
unemployed, compared wath 90
percent a year earlier. Policy de
Cisions can eliminate thousands
from the lists at one stroke of the
r example, by increasing
£ period for school
leavers from six weeks 1o thir-
teen weeks this year, the number
of peaple registering for the dole
during  school  holidays  was
36,000 compared with 80,000 4

welfare

5 money &
but nat I:‘ur ﬁr‘r :“l

A Wy :'ﬁu it
Western ustralia, mup; :;n-ln
has . ET PAYMENt roggyg, i
team, butl there uy 'l e o
stafl in the benefits aregs i
you're transferring l'mm‘:i(i-lzr
ness benefit to invalig [K‘I:lsi ;
there Iwo maonths dely g

Unenmployed benefity dlien,
are now required 1o produge il
pers signed by employers shiow
ing they're looking “for work
With eleven jobless for eyery
vacaney, this is just harassmen;.

Meanwhile injured workery
are being pushed back into (e
workforce mare rapidly, Wk
cire payments are being closely

utinised, with DSS taKing any

=

opportunity to “help” work
get back on the job by cutting
off their ments.

In a recent article the
eral economist

5 lib-
Kenneth Gal
braith called for retaining the
welfare state in its original form
1l was “profoundly con-

By pacifying people,
he said it fended off revolution
capitalism is dong o
welfare today, by contrast, is
one hell of an argument in fa-
vour of revolutionary alterna-
es to the likes of Bob Hawke
and Brian Howe.

Liz Rows

UNIONS w
This is
sabotage

THE NSW branch office of
ACOA has been in uproar since
the Social Security dispute.

Following an altercation on
19 June bhetween Branch Secre
tary Trevor Deeming and organ-
isers from the rival Caird fac
tiom, Caird supporters organised
a strike followed by bans which
m it extremely difficult for
Deeming to do his job, Orgams
ers would not supply him with
essential information and the se
cretary refused (o do his yping
The executive refused Lo releuse
funds for travel, forcing him 10
use his own money (o Visit e
gional centres.

The Caird faction, smaning
from the victory won by DSS
workers, is prepared 1o disrupt
the functioning of the union i
order to isolate Deeming in the
run up to elections in Navember

As we write the bans have
been lifted but the executive stil
release funds. Whatever
our disagreements with Trevor
Deeming, we fully defend his
right 10 work without saboldge
by factional rivals. By using such
tactics, the Caird group only re-
veul their political bankrupley:

E——

NSW: not in good Nick

"HOOL STUDENTS
ave NSW Premier Nick
Greiner something to think
about on 1 July. Thousands
of them went on strike
around the state, and 8000
marched through Sydney
streets, in protest at changes
to their education.

The
clude
and a foreign la
S0y, cuthing
teachers and
marking syste
especially angers

nges in

science

cause it mi
rules less than

festas, secre
fary Students
e crowd to wild
that British
d their sup-

shouts of acc

students had offere

port by telephone
The next day Edl

ucation Min
ly backed
es to HSC
embar

isier Metherell par
down on the char

The kids' actior

rassed him

For teachers, the chang
mean lar 1 izes, more

hours

The

tion struck

June,

members T al
Park. But rat
have kept a tght co

il actions, nd

they ween limited

oulside ictivities like
narkin | excursions. It will
lake » turn back
the Greiner
govern sunched, not

ust on teachers and students but

on all workers

Y EARLY June, Greiner
had introduced 42 bills in
ent. Draconian  anti-
pislation has passed two
s, with the support of the
1y" independents

Essentinl Services Bill
1 state of emerg
ey o be declared if essential
services are threatened. And it
widens the definition of “essen
tial™ so it could nclude any un
ion activity

i allows for de-registenng
unions for 4 minimum of three
years il they act contrary (0 the
“public interest” and empawers
government inspectors o seize
workers' property and compel
them o work — powers nol
even the police have at present

The Summary Offences Bill,

provides fo

which passed parliament un-
animously, increases  police
powers 1o deal with “riots” even
if it's just three people “using or
threatening 1o use violence”.

sreiner claims this is 1o con
trol bikies or football hooligans,
But it can be used against pic-
kets, demonsirators, Aborigines
or the homeless. Deputy Premier
Wal Murray wants to use il to
jail kids who swear in school

A similar law was used in
Thatcher’s Britain Lo arrest two.
men kissing on the street. No
wonder that 300 people demon
strating for gay rights outside
parliament on 1 July condemned
the bill

The demonstrators pointed
out it was ten years since the first
Gay Mardi Gras, which was at-
tacked by police. Gays have won
ains since
then, and Grener threatens (o
turn back the clock. There are
ats to limit the powers of the
! Discrimination Board, end
funding for Leshian and gay ser
and hoost wowserism in

vices
schools

EINER, who calls himsell
he Managing Director of
NSW Inc, has threatened to
privatise as much of the public
sector as he can get away with.
Already he has sold the state
abatioir at Homebush and the
state brickworks, retrenching the
workers. An attempt Lo privatise
courl reporting services 10 the
conciliation commission tailed
when workers threatened indus

trial action,

But 10 per cent of publi
I public em-
playees will lose their jobs as the

public service s e ruclured,
and part of it privatised, Some
may be redeployed, but er

co s S
package has been
Moated. I you do keep your jobs
say good-bye (o job security

_ Under the aptly-named Public
Sector Management Act, go-
vermment departments will be
run like private enterprises. De-
partment heads will hire, fire,
redeploy and  discipline  em-
ployees at will.

Thousands of Public Service
Association members stopped
work on 9 June, voted to strike
for the rest of the day, and joined
a Labour Council ral ‘ent
worth Park in protest against the
legislation. A second sloppage
on 16 June voled 1o hold rolling
sioppages, plus bans in individu-
al departments, if the govemn-
menl continues its assault on the
public sector

Further action motions were
deferred, however, and the cam
paign is now losing momentum,
The rolling stoppages have yet
1o start, and bans alone cenainly
won't deter this povernment
The truck drivers, by defying
Greiner's threats, have shown
that derermined action can.

HE SPECTRE of loony
wowser Fred Nile holding
(he balance of power in the
upper house has worried a b [
people. But it's not just Fred,

i worse than we might
have thought.

A motion passed by the upper
house which condemns abortion
and claims to defend “the rights
of the unborn child™ got through
on the casting vote of Johnna
Johnson, chairman of the Legis
lative Council, ALP hack and
part of the old Catholic push

It foreshadows a Bill which
would allow women (0 be impri
soned for up 10 ten years, and
would allow a parent or the state
1oy claim compensation for inten-
tonal or aceidental injury. Hus-
hands could even suc wives who
have miscarriages

The next stage in the struggle
could be a demonstration out
side parfiament house on 17 Au-
pust. This is turning nto some-
thing of a day of action, with the
Teachers' Federation and PSA
calling on their members o

rally.

But it will take determined
industrial action to make Grein-
er reconsider now. The example
of the school students shows
what is possible, if we fight in-
stead of dawdling from one tok-
en action to another.

Darothy Morgan
aned Mannie de Saxe




BUILDING

WHILE Nick Greiner fol-
lows the precedent Labor set
hy dercgistering the BLF,
Melbourne's union leaders
seem determined to draw no

lessons.

Although Trades Hall con-
demned the freezing of BLF
assels, they have taken no ac-
tion, They agreed in prnciple (o
have @ delegates’ meeting, but
won't call it for fear the rank and
file will use it to re-affirm de
mands for an immediate 6%
wage rise. This would embarass
the THC whao have now fallen in
behind the ACTLL

Attacks on the BLF continue.
When Norm Gallagher's fine
was paid at the eleventh hour,
1ax office process servers were
waiting, claiming he owes
$200.000).

Norm is no tax dodger. On
legal advice he was awaiting the
outcome of his coun case helore
paying tax. For this the tax office
umposed fines of 85 a day, and
that aceounts for most of the
$200,000, I's a  government
dodge 1o keep the union tied up
In court.

In June Tzzi Miftari, BLF shop
steward al a Multiplex site in
Melbourne, was attacked oul-
side his house and suffered se-
riows injuries. Other stewards
from the site received threaten
ing phone calls with the mes-
sage, “Lay off Multiplex or
else!”

The job has a bad safety and
industrial relations record. The
same employer sacked about 20
militants al a different site last
year for having a barbecue, Mul
tiplex also has a history of intim-
idation,

It's commaon knowledge in the
industry that a coniract was once
put ot on a Plumbers official in
NSW when industrial action af-
fected Multiplex proj

The BWIU has not improved,
In one case, workers at the Re-
mand Centre walked off the job
over exposure 0 a synthetic
mineral fibre. The BWIU or-
ganiser declared:

“I's disgusting that a govern-
ment allegedly defending the in-
ferests of workers will not do the
right thing when building work-
ers” lives are put al risk

et how often does the BWIL
do the right thing? Consider the
222 Exhibition St site where
workers recently took action on
a safely issue. Though the Dis-
putes Board found they had been
justified. they got no pay lor the

INDUSTRY

Coast to coast,
the battle’s
not easy

stoppage. Instead the mon
wenl to the Children’s Hospital
T'his led 1o a strike demandi
they should be paid in addition
1o the donation to the hospital

One week later the BWIU and
FEDFA, who always talk of
“unity” returned o work leaving
the plumbers, | wd ASC&]
out on their ow

The BWIU then went and did
the employers’ work for them at
the Arbitration commission. But
despite a direction to return 1o
waork, as | wrile those unions anc
some BWIL members are still
out.

Meamwhile in WA (where the
BLF remain registered) 3000
shop stewards, the majority
building workers, voted over-
whelmingly to go for an imme-
diate 6% pay rise, in contrast to
the ACTU’s phased
This didn't stop the I'
eral secretary from sl
deal wil

ACTU
forced into line with threats of
deregistration.

ul I sup of unions led

by the BLF were able 1o gain an
earlier starting date for the deal
Al the Burrup construction
site in the Pilbara, the employers
ve cluimed an Australian re-
cord of one million man hours

= _ L A EE CUSSERESSRREE L - !
BLF officials investigate after a mobile crane tipped over in
Adelaide: workers have to fight for safe conditions.

without any production time be

injuries. But local
unions tell another side w0 the

“The million man hours is a

AMWU organiser, but it’s not as
il workers haven't had been hurt

deaths since the start of the pro-
Ject, workers smashed up never
again and other serious

ven't been any injuries recently
causing the loss of o day

Educational week-end
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BRISBANE .W

Backpay
victory

IF YOU fight you can win, say
forty workers 4 Comimon:
wealth Bank site in Brishane,
I'hey were working for a sub:
00d,
who went into liquidation, An
unwritten law in the industry
says the contractor covers the
wage bill insuch cases.
Watpac gave verbal assuran
ces that the pes would be
paid, so they kept working. Then
weeks later, in early Jung, the
men were told they wer
on the :
lost. They e d an
$50,000 for working on an S0
million project. When they sent
a delegation 1o protesi Uhey
found cops wailing o gjec
them
They v

pliy-

asted no time with the
industrial commission but pick-
cted the site every day, Quier
waorkers put hans on, With solid
arity action threatened on all
their Queensland sites,
coughed up the

/
[
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ON THE weckend of 6-7 Au g
gust, Brishane branch of Socia
ist Action hosts a seminar on
jan capitalism and (he
region. We'll have a panel dis
cussion and forum on the Bicen-
ry. Rick Kuhn explains
what's wrong with protection

Latin Ame
Pa . Fortitude
more details you can ring (07)
891 5919 or 269 5703

alks on the

ks
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Vietnam: Savages and heroes

TATISTICS never tell the

whole story of a conflict,
put when it comes (0 the
Vietnam war, the stats are
staggerin

In the twelve years Lo 1973,
10 million tons of explosives
were unleashed. That's two and
a half times the bombs rained on
all Europe in World War IL 55
million litres of Agent Orange
destroyed half to three guarters
of South Vietnam's forests and
crop land

Millions of peasants fled the
bombardment 10 a life of urban
poverty. South Vietnam's jails
held half the world's political
prisoners. Torlure was routine

One and a half million Viet
namese were killed, with My Lai
and other massacres swelling the
body count. And all this was on
top of the destruction caused by
Japan during the World War,
and by France in the independ
ence struggle of the early 1950s.

No wonder (h
gan, not least in the United
States i and its ally Austra-
lia. Draft resistance in both
countries, together with rebellion
in the US army made the war
unmanageable, But it was the
namese that

csls be-

resistance of the
made it unwinnable

he Vietnamese Tet Offen
sive, launched twenty years ago
in 1968, proved that the US
army could be beaten, and that
the South Vielnamese puppet re
gime had no popular support
The “Doves g the Amer-
ican and Australian  ruling
classes began 1o question the
costs of the war. A few ycars
later the Doves had the numbers.
and the troops were withdrawn.

The Saigon ne rapidly
crumbled and on 30 April, 19

Saigon fell
Hn\\' COULD a poor pea-
sant army defeat the tech-
nological might of western im-
perialism? Hollywood either ac-
cuses the politicians of starving
the military, or blames it on the
ruthlessness of sty Commies
wha didn't fight fair.

But a look at history shows all
these arguments to be fraudu
lent. The imperialist troops were
fighting the labouring masses of
@ mation, not just a Communist

conspiracy

France occupied  Vietnam
from 1858 10 1954, when the
nationalist forces led by Ho Chi
Minh’s Communist Parly de-
feated the French army. The
country was partitioned into the

US| rth o the

US troops slorm ashore in the * unwinnable"” war

“non-Communist” south, pend-
ing elections. All observers
friendly, hostile or neutral
sreed that the nationalists had
majority support (the CIA put it

The 4 States, now the
dominating weslern power, was
not about let a country slip

from the “free world”. They in
stalled a dictator in the south
Diem, who cancelled the elec
tions and hegan lo repress the
population. But Diem was oo
corrupt, and the CIA overthrew
him in 1963

Their new “clean” tcam,
Thieu and Ky, had the same
problem as Diem — no public

support and a lot of public resist
ance. So US combal troops ar
rived in 1965 to do a thorough
job of repression, By 1967 there
were halt a million of them

P HE PRETEXT was “Com-

munist  agpressi from
wrih, There was no evi-
dence of northern troops being
in the south, 50 the CIA was told
1o manufacture i reality it
IS invasi

with bombing ol
south that compelled the
tant Hanoi government to send
its troops.

Australian critics, including
many on the lefl, often imagine
that this country was dragged
into the war by the Americans
In reality the Australian govern
ment was dead keen [0 deepen
the US involven n Southeast
Asia, as well as their own

When the US ruling circles
hating in 1965 whether
he war, Australia

were del
1o escal

thres its weight in vigorously on

One histonan, Professor Ro
bert Neale, relates that on 15
Junuary, Canberra decided that
Australia *'should encourage the
United Statés to plan increased
air strikes against North Viel-

\ Waller, Australian ambas-
C

ton, reports in his book War for

time was concered 10 dissuade
them from any idea of nego
ing with Hanoi, This stand fol-
lowed automatically from the
Australian desire Lo see the war
widened "

: the 19th century, Aus-

iralia’s own  imperialists
have tried o keep one or anoth-
er of the greal powers deeply
imvolved in this region, so they
could use these “great and pow-
erful friends” to help defend
Australian interesis, Vietnam
was just a particularly spectacu-
lar example.

Looking bick. it is impossible
ol 1o be awed by the courage of
the Vietnamese  peasants,
workers and  guerillas.  Of
course, in our satisfaction at
their victory, Wwe should re
member the dangers of attach-
ing our political allegiance (o
places rather than p ciples. Al-
though Vietnam 15 & happier
place under ils currenl govem-
ment than it has been for a long
Lime, it is not a socialist society
The working class does not rule.
Power, 45 in Russia and China,
rests with the slate bureaucracy

The Vietnamese people won
national but not social liberation
Yel we are indebted to them for
Wo »mpun-l L llllngl:. First, their
struggle helped  shatler
|wu$ﬁ-'\ illusions aboul the “free
world” of western imperialism.

Second, Vietnam's fire
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N ANY struggle, you must
Iimnu your enemy. Ours is
capitalism: but what is capi-
talism?

The answer once seemed sim-
ple; it was a system where rich
individuals owned the factonies.
These capitalists competed on 4
frec markel  withoul central
planning. The resull was a chao-
tic economy and nomic
crises. The solution seemed ob
vious: take industry away [rom
\hese individuals, “and let the
state plan the cconomy 10 the
interests of the warkers. That
clearly, was socialism — though
we might debate some of the

details

To most people on the left
this seemed 10 be the core of
Marxism toobut today things
don't lnak so simple.

On the one hand, many of the
most important enterprises of
the system we live under are nol
owned by individuals. On paper
they are owned by the share-
holders, but in reality companies
like BHP and AMF are run by
bureaucrats. Others are  state
firms like Telecom — who ex-
ploit their workers just like BHF.

And capitalist governments of
all sorts have used planning for
decades, supposedly in the inter
ests of the people. The latest
Australian version is the Hawke
government's steel plan, car
plan, textile and clothing pack-
age, el

N THE other hand, those
societies which have got rid

of private ownership of industry
and brought in centralised plan-
ning don’t look very attractive
today. Where they've achieved
big economic successes as in the
LISSR, it has been through stale
terror against the working class
The plans, bureaucratically run,
have usually been a mess. Some
of these states, like Poland, have
had full blown economic Crises
Now Russia and China are

R

B REALLT ‘
Rich ALREADY |
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Capitalism:
the nature of
the beast

moving Lo incorporate aspects of
the “free markel” into their
economies, in the fear that oth
erwise they will be unable (o
keep up with the capitalist west!

So the whole meamng of cap
itahism and socialism — and the
difference  between  them
need 1o be re-examined if we are
10 make sense of today’s world,
let alone advance solutions for
LOMOTOW

And here Karl Marx's ideas
are vital. Conirary 10 myth, he
did not see the individual private
ownership of the means of pro
duction as the main problem
with eapitalism. What he object
ed to was a situation where they
were controlled by a minority
in whatever form — and used 10
exploil a4 majonty.

This exploitation wok  the
form of wage labour workers
tud no means of production, and
no commodities 1o sell, and so
must sell their labour for a wage

That in e meant they had
no control over the products of
their labour. In such a
econo) could never  he
planned in the interests of the
people

system the

On the comtrary, cach capital
15t would be driven by competi
tion to build up his or her firm al
the expense of others. “Accum
ulite! Accumulate! that is Moses

system would lurch repeatedly
NI ECONOMIC Crisis,

Hh CALLED this situation

enated labour™ and one
ol his most famous slogans de-
manded the “abolition of the
wages system”,

Today capitalism takes on
many forms. In countries like
:al\lN lia there is still a lot of
Iree enterprise”. In others like
Sweden or ltaly, the state plays
more of a planning role and

there is a larger
a country like Burma, ghe sl
dominates the economy i
they talk about “socialisy”
In Eastern Europe and ¢ h
there are  centrally p!;mrm-'i
coonamies. 3
Yet in all of them the i
tals of

public s |,

angd

A unds
I arx’s analysis sy
ply. The means of productiog

controlled by a minority
h its com p

ition
individual  entreprengyry

private and  public
I

ats
Waorkers sell their labour for
wage, and have no contro

production or the goods pro
duced : i

sduction is spurred by com
v, Partly it's be
¢ Swan and Carl
heer wars. But there is

ween

n's
also com
petition between national econg-
mies, led by the capitalist state
Austrabian  examples  include
Hawke's agitation about Amer
ican wheal quotas, arn
attempt to cut workers' w
make “our

ilso the
I 1o
ndustry intema
competitive. Countries
like Russia and China are not
mmune to this Kind of com
China can sell clothing
ustralia cheaply bec awse s
workers are abysmally paid.

UT THERE is also another
nd of competition between
nations which explains more
about the forces driving the
USSR, that's
petition. The Soviet economy is
forever pushed to produce more
efficiently because it competes
with the United States to pro-
duce arms.

Whatever the m it takes,
the result is the same: “Accum
jlate! Accumulate! that is Moses
nd the Prophets.” Workers are
the victims. So what is to be
donc about all this? Thus we
arri! 1 the other question: W
is socialism? The wholl
would need another artl
the guts of it should be cleat

socialism must mean waorkers
themsefves control the process of
productic and produce [0 el
fer needs rather than the de
mands of compe ion

Workers' control of produc
tion — which must inelude their
democratic control of the stale

can be established within I
dividual countries. And of course
that is how the process will start

But us we have seen, the pres
sures of competition are inter-
national. That is why full so¢ 18
ism cannot be created in :m|:
untry, but demands an finfer-
nal struggle. And it e
ains why the strupgles of the
Polish workers, or thos¢ in
South A s important
0 us as our own.

T 'Lincoll

e

_
When the workers take centre
stage

THE REVOLUTION often
seems @ long way away. Yet
there have been major up-
heavals over the past two de-
cades which opened up revo-
Jutionary possibilities, In do-
ing so they showed that
Marxist ideas still make
SENSE.
Revolutionr)
new, and ambitious b
five of these expene
tells you the hist
important politic al
The settings were
advanced <2
1968, a mor
gal in 19
Allende
vernment in
Iran in 1979, and st
Poland in 198(
were striki
Each country
rocked or erthrown. Each
time, the working class was at
the heart of the struggle. display
hat Ca T ind nt
activity and organisation that
makes it central 1o lutonary ¥
strategy © destroyed, and workers' powcr
And the dem consolidated, or the councils are
nts — for smashed and “normality” res-

st France in
kward Portu

Demonstrating during Iran's revolutionary up|

\te. Either the existing state 1 tically.” The authors argue that death — since the overthrow of
capitalism will keep throwing up  the Allende  government. It
opportunities for social \ransfor-  made pretty harrowing viewing

mation. The events of 1968 in

00,
Yet here were Bond em-

= 5 g 3 : cih o

of all spheres of soci |4 salitical tored h‘““} it was the workers France l‘f\‘\\.l‘ 0 can PPT : i v

and fn.{mmnu life .‘m\ re-  wouncils that lost out gach time.  even 10 advanced  capitalist  ployees saying ﬂlacg were not
markably similar, as were the The authors argue that this countries. But events won't wait aware of the Pinochet atroci-

ties” and arguing that people
“have suggested that there
might have been these poings
on, but that they have never
witnessed such things."” It was
not a problem for Bond that the

As an argument for doing just  four most senior executives of
that, and as an inspiring ac-  the Chilean phone company
count of what the working class  were senior army officers. -
can achieve in today's world, Tt reminded me of people who

Revolutionary Rehearsals is an  go to South Adrica and return

mine for socialists lo organise once

forms of organisation they threw wasn't inevitable. They ex: ;

up. the politics and actions of the they start. If we want 4 real

Revolutiona Rehearsals  Various Eroups involved in the opening night performance 1n-

shows how, in all five situations. events, and conclude that refor stead of rehr.nru!r in ‘:Jlun:. the

workers' councils grew up, be time 1o start bu:h_]lngn\-uhlllun—
ary organisation i today.

s the idea that you can
have socialism without revolu-
tion — led to defeat each time.
Anyone harbouring  illusions
about Chile’s President Allende
or Solidarity’s Lech  Walesa

as nter-factory co
ating bodies for strike com-

on [0 assume
ks as the old

all sorts of ath
order broke down

Only a few erped in will geta rude awakening from L g | (hd
Ll e R e, thi Bk, AllErdc e HS sip SEEEE O saying how ppetl ot 2
Poland's Sohdarity was a highly portersin the army, who warned — Robert Siains{y iy ewgg)ernlk;n =

orpanised nation-wide federa- DimOfL the approaching military ‘Then the Four Corners pro-
Vion of these bodies, the Inter- €oVp. 10 the merey of their offic- gram_ended with the BBC’s
emierprise. Sirike. Comiittees o5 Walesa single handedly  TELEVISION w g e Wi (nde

cancelled @ democratically
planned al strike, and des
« trayed much of Solidarity’s mo
mentunm in the process.
In his concluding chapter on
“perspectives”  Colin  Barker
describes how things could have
been different. “Time and time
apain.” he writes, “what was

{MKS), Here's how they operat ing him “not guilty” of war
ed in €

The mewverneni  Was
based on a wave af workplace
accuparions Each striking enfer
prise sent a delegate w s local
MKS. Within days o,
wmient the Geansk MKS had begun
taking conmrol of essential sent

Alan meets
Adolf

ST MONTH, SBS §hﬂned
:_::.Tﬂe Lanzmann’s €pic film
Shaar, 8 documentary on the
b It made harrowing

Crimes.
But the final irony was that
the Australian Broadcasting
Tribunal has deferred the hear-
g on whether Alan Bond is &
fit and proper person (0 hold a
TV license, because o

ment of 400,000 to Joh Bijelke-

ces.A fleel of J00 tavis was Missing Was effective revolu- nulu;‘::-"(- Petersen 10 T‘En;:n(::’m;‘m;
e d i, The lonary socialist organisation viewing. ile Shoah  case against L
placed under its direction. Th O lutioraries sweres g ‘Then on 6 June, whi Coeendini A'b I thist were his

MKS instructed bekeries and can-
neries to continue producing food
supplies for the working class

i i the A

was coming Lo its end,
reatest Crime. 3
showed a Four Cl:l‘nE;ﬁ pm‘h' g ot e, e

dy
gram on ﬁﬂz_.hlﬁf‘s \lephone  drama dreamed up by Mel

mented and confused in their
palitics, leaving the field wide

Laur o { wih MKS open for the reformists. drcamed ]
rrf.;.f:\. A ln..m. continues: " That vacu- purchase This film document Brooks, Springtime for H;)I:;:‘

Workers' councils can't cxist um has o begin 1o be filled here FM:II:::";“""” _ torture and — Manriie e
for loi side the ¢ and now, practically and rcalis-  fur S ACTION e




Can the cop

Junkies:
do the

| cops

| have

4 the

the drug habit?

KE HIS namesake on the

road to Damascus, Vicio-
ria's former Assistant Police
Commissioner Paul Dela
had a revelation last month.

young,
should be legalised unc
ment control for registered add: s.t
Dplams mslghl after 20

sounng due 11 addicts financing
their habits, and the pol
defend private property aga
onslaught Indeed, the cops

sel Epﬂp in drug
L:urruguun s
vaunied Filzge
bane has nof 1
exposing  [ess

titution).
Legalisation, of cous

scarcely contain some of it
efiects

Drugs refiect the mind-boggling
boredom and alienation of capial-
ism, even for those who “make it

ile these day
upper and middle cla:
amongst us lower orders,

The silly Drug Offensive at least
had thal insight s glossy b
chure admitted that "So
drugs 1o escape from reality. Peo.
ple who are house-bound all day
long, or stuck in boring, unfulfiling
go-nowhere jol

Mt never drew the conclusion —
thal we need lo change society 1o
gel rid of powerlessness, of sex
roles, of alienation. For that would
be a socialist conclusion,

Drug legalisation — and decrim-
inalisation — should be supported.
There is no excuse for putling the

AWN ... | guess I'll vote in the
September referendum
This tedio

nthn Man Bond's

will al-

ways count for m re lha yours or

mine, because real power lies out
side parliament.

The other major proposal is for

four year for

and the Senate

BLOODV typical, wasn't It
Washington's snow job after
it shot down the Iranian airbus.

n
ed Iran o apolog
pratect nine hostages in
But the Western public go

it
very different line. First, the US
denied it had shot down the airb
Then Pentagan tried to blame Iran

B ! e
nt uc.-J through s

not e
y in he
,1rmed Is-

973

It will not the the last, elther
as long as America can "‘Bdﬂ"f
around the globe in defence ©
the imperialist dollar.

DRI . e
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Howard, you racist...

ASIANS ARE
WELCOME HERE!




DEMOS .w‘

The perils
of Maggie

AFTER the hot reception Mag-
gie Thatcher got when she tried
to stage a “meet the people
walk in Melbourne, the cops
were out in force when she ar-
rived in Brisbane.

About 80 people mobilised to
demonstrate against Thatcher,
organised by Australian Aid for
Treland and supported by other
groups including Socialist Ac-
tion. We were there to show our
solidarity with the struggle
against the British occupation of
Northern Ireland, and with gay
people facing persecution under
the British government's notor-
ious Section 28.

The cops were determined to
prevent a repeat of their Mel-
bourne debacle, and a solid wall
of them stopped us getting with-
in 100 metres of Thatcher as she
arrived at the Sheraton Hotel
But we can be confident she
heard the chants: “Same strug-
gle, same fight, workers north
and south unite!”; and “Smash
Clause 287,

Meanwhile Maggie's in for
some trouble at home. Re

SociausT ¥ Action

EDITORIAL

PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056

Tel (03) 380 2227
MELBOURNE

PO Box 274, Brunswick
Victoria 3056

Tel (03) 380 2227
SYDNEY

PO Box 281, Campsie
MNew South Wales 2184
Tel (02) 550 1424

BRISBANE

! HOW ALk fou
STRALIANS
ﬁ;g THE SAME.S

member the Herald of Free
Enterprise disaster, the Kings

explosion?  All G
Thatcher's notion of freedom
which means the freedom I«
overwork people and for o)
fors 1o cram as many p
they like into trains and fe
Well, there are likely to be
such disasters, judging by what
happened in August alone. A
report on one department in the
London Underground warned ¢
23 “high risk probability it
that must be addressed urg
ly.”

A P&Q ferry worker sig
an affidavil saying a recent fire
revealed gross  breache
safety. A month after the Pi
Alpha disaster rig workers
tw the Observer catal
missing medical equipment
unrepaired leaking valves ¢
Shell gas platforms. And twe
airliners narrowly missed e:
other, prompting the air traff
controllers’ union to state that a
collision is just waiting
happen.

UNIONS »w

paigning for office on a program
of “better service for mer

The pretext for the bans was
Hall's alleged inefficiency at
reorganising office accommoda
tion for the branch. The b
hindered her access 1o inforr
tion and ability to communic
with the membership

It was a sordid little affair
Paramore was apparently a
of the moves, but was careful to
leave for a conference in Japan
before it all happened

While employees of unions
have the right to industrial
action, the timing sug
all done for electoral adv
Hall's group is just an e
outfit whose politics dc
diverge to either th
of Paramore, but v e
bans on simple democratic
grounds.

TAX DODGERS W
The rich

get richer
COURTESY of the Sydney

Morning Herald, here is the tax
paid as a percentage of pre-tax

Vil

the Herald on July ﬁ [
should shoot the lot of i,
!“ reference o

o )
s, and deenly-:alnl;lng e
convenience ilmmus-l;,:?
sed. 1 believe the whyle ig:
wa: taken out of context
S0 ran a letter to !
Herald from the uvﬂ:ﬂ?rxm&)
Pink Deli, whom it quoled dut
n, t month's Victorian Fﬂ,ﬂ;ﬁc
Service Association strike The
VPSA Rank and File Gy
.\_.-»u-: reports that Mr Pannungj.
0's public servant customers told
him they were not happy he
wanted 1o shoot them,
fered (o take their by
where. Hence his swift publie
apology. “Ah, the discrete chary
of the petty bourgeoisie” sighs
the Rank and File Group News

RacisTs M
Mutiny on
the Blainey

RACIST pot-stirrer  Geoffrey
Blainey is getting the come-
uppance he deserves in academ-
ic circles.

car his colleagues
Unive voted him
Dean of Arts, Now his
own Department of History col
= are almost unanimously
an opponent of Blai
mental head
adition has it that Blainey,
sfessor, can claim the job
ay if he wants it Vice
C llor David Penington i§
teying to end the election of fa-
deans by staff, so he will
dly step in to enforce the
demoeratic will of one depart-
ment. But if Blainey grabs the
job, therell be a mutiny. We
further exciling
yments

OBITUARY w

aw

This wages deal costs more

ANOTHER wages
rip-off. And once again,
the ACTU have helped them
do it.
In the
case the

1985 nalional wage
CTU made history by

given away full wage indexation
and flow-ons. It sat by while real
fell, viciously attacking
wanted (o
better deal, and hardly

protesting when some workers
have ended up with next to

n £

as no surprise when
ACTU president Simon Crear
est wage deci
ill clearly mean
cal wage cuts. But as
Crean indicated when he des
cribed the Commission’s linking
and conditions as a
‘positive  framework™  this

nent has a new feature
our award conditions are now
under threat
he Commiss

tiated industry by
industry, to a review of award
conditions. And as the Mel
bou pointed out in ats

than money

editorial, if you don’t agree o
the review, you get restructured
anyway without the 3 percent.

To maximise pressure on the
unions 1o agree lo the review,
Justice Maddern also indicated
that without a 3 percent deal, no
union will get the additional $10
flat rise

() EAGER is he to get this

award restructuring under-
way that he wants a further
postponement of the outstand-
ing 4 percent claims left over
from last time. (A quarter of the
workforce has yet to win a se-
cond tier rise). The Commission
will enforce this by postponing

wom't do so “voluntarily”

The Commission’s main
is 1o ensurc compliance
workers and their unions, but
they are putfing some pressure
on the bosses too. Mavenck em-
ployers like Charles Copeman
who brew up confrontation can
be an obstacle 1o the more subtle
plans of Hawke, Crean and
Maddern. The Commission
knows that worker participation
in the form of quall rcles and
“industnial deme " which
co-opt workers into assuming
responsibility for company prof-

its, are needed for raising pro
ductivity. Yet they have often
been resisted by the more short.
sighted employers, who wrongly
fear their control of production
will be infringed. The Commis ¢ ping (o the quality and oulput
sion now insists this has Lo 1
change. While it won't actually
penalise employers (heaven for ¢,y ceq by rechnological change,
bid!) it will monitor the award e researchers.
review process o ensure that 3
these methods are introduced.
Where workers can't get the
employer 1o agree anything, would not welcome some varity
or like the Shop and Distnbutive g their job? ‘Who wanis conflict
unjon are so wedk they NVE B for the' sake of it? But in a
hard-won conditions to trade off,
there will be further arbitration 00l the terms and the

What's more, some of the

wape rise could be illusory, as employer (o impose speed-up on
Because

Economy at our expense.

The Accord provided an in-
itial framework, ensuring that
wage cuts and union compliance
hoosted profits. Once they got us
used fo wage cutting, they
tumed their alfention to how
work is organised. Hawke
picked up the New Right rhetor-
1¢ about “restrictive work prac-
tices” and wsed it to push for
productivity trade offs in the
“second-tier” arrangement. Now
the Commission wants to deep-
en the changes to work organi-
sation: “We consider it essential
that any new wage system
should build on the steps already
taken to encourage productivity
and efficiency.” The key fea-
tures are fairly clear. Two Syd-
ney researchers, in a study of the
second tier, outlined its “impres-
sive” achievements in terms that
are almost word for word what
the latest wage decision calls for

On the picket line during Mel- Firms, they say, should be able
boume's wages stoppage

to vary the size of the workforce
to meet changes in demand,
change the number of working
hours and change overtime, shift
and leave arrangements.

They should be able to assign
workers to different tasks, link

of work, and smooth over indus-
trial grievance and the friction

OME OF this might sound
OK in theory. What worker

situation where workers are not

pace of change, this “restructur-
ing" is really just a recipe for the

us,

ack penalty rates. and rely
on “industrial democracy” 1@
persuade us not (o fight back

There is another danger. With

the government hasn't indexed
our taxes, each pay nise forces us
into higher income tax brackels

PO Box 99, St Lucia
Queensland 4067
Tel (07) 371 7114

L ous telbasnn mpic n . Clarrie O'Shea
A‘ue'mﬂt Steamship 0.18% 1 905' 1 988

and boosts Paul Keating's tax e e

CANBERRA THE smell of union elections is ~ Wesffield Capital 071 revenue. In 1986-87 an extra 57 the warkforce: in ed ind l‘l;y“
PO Box 17 about, and Ariadne 816 2 ards.” lowed from workers' of cach firm, making s o

i about, an¢ hd.lllll‘llJf‘lhl‘ rlonleml- Bond Corporation 895 “ALL BOSSES are bastards. billion flowed 1 el coffers. deals and some  BrOUPS of

entre, ers in the Administrative and oup 1046  That was C (FShea's last pockets into govErmmEN ¢ workers falling behind others,

This wouldn't be so bad if they

ACT 2614. Clerical Officers  Association 1048 pmessage to the Australian work- | services and

cam \he traditional solidanity of the

WEEKLY are turning to unprincipled tac- ing class, delivered at a rally in spent il on socid i et
i I average wage-eamne g 3 < wating finds labour mov

MEETINGS s issue we reported how }‘::: \i-\Lnd CAHJ!RILI.'”I":\; support of the BLF late '*‘: edu\almrr:.ﬂﬁ'l:: \L-Ktti\i ‘b’:;éswi- mined. [t's no longer a case of 3

Melbourne the Caird faction of bureaucrats 5 year. ()'Shea died on 17 Augus ways [0-hat hational wage campagn, fol-

Vi there may be (ax I
-\;E‘%‘L::M.T a ;\'a;urng shot the lowed by a wage ;t[l'lljll:cn[_\he
s B sion has signalled that it arc all part r:;“".. e union
might hold back any wage nsc :I;I:‘el’nrz:::g s m"mmmln
next time if the government culs te P e
= cluded from the wage dcﬂﬂﬂ:'

UT THE central feature of we se¢ the In‘t::lebimr fruits
Blhe dipalibs fmmr: 3‘; xhre;;lnliﬁm alternative to the

i turs ] 2
Fr“:nj;dllll'?::::l IIJ:E:\U'MCTU ACTU leaders is
plans has been 10 re-shape the
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in NSW branch had placed bans S impersonating a doormat at 2 o of 83,

on the more Icl‘lwi[:u: branch the Melbourne Club, has cut 2 Ehcr:ﬁi (“1‘ :uq entercd work:
secrelary, Trevor Deeming, It o Pdny lax even more for the class folklore when he went
seems this sort of method is financial year just ahead 1o juil in 1969 rather than mplli
infectious. ulate to the repressive pend

In late July the incumbent PUBLIC SERVICE_ w pawers which Menzies had
branch organisers and staff in i imposed on the unions. The
. Red face at

Canberra, supporters of S massive strike which secured his
tary Peter Paramore, placed . _ release made the penal powers &
bans an Winsome Hall, Assistant - P ATIK Deli 4 letter, Only recently has e
Secretary and leading member Ha

of a group called ACOA Rene-

sgun 10 P B
wke government begun r
“1, Rocco Pannunzio, wish o impose similar shackles on the Simon Crean: undermining solidarity
wal The Renewal group is cam-  retract the statement made in  unions
PAGE 2 — SOCIALIST ACTION

Weanesdays, 700
Lincoln Hotel
51 Cardigan 51, Carlton

Sydney

Tuesdays, 7:00

Metrop Hotel (1op tloar)
Bridge & George 51 City
Brisbane

Thursdays, 7.3 pm
Phone 5703705
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Brisbane school

OWNS Australia? The
ﬂsn people who aftended So- |
clalist Action's Manxist Winter
School in Brisbane, August 6
and 7, were told in no uncertain

terms.

Rick Kuhn argued that Austra-
lla was a class society, owned
by a minority of bosses. Carole
Ferrier addressed the topic of
“whose Bicentenary” by show-
Ing the history of racism in Aus-
tralian society and the need to
fight it. In his 1alk on Australian
imperialism, Tom O'Lincoln
ssummarised our traditional the-
ory which addresses Australia’s
Asia-Pacific role, | the likes
of Alan Bond were now invading
America and Europe and the
theory needed up-dating.

Stephen Boyce outlined the
history of oppression of Kanaks
in New Caledonia and described
the struggle today.

Then for a change of pace, you
could join the huge throng that
turned up at the party on Satur-
day night.

Summer camp

If you liked the Winter School,
you'll love our fourth annual
summer camp. This year it will
be held near Canberra over the
New Year week-end. The camp
includes our conference, where
we discuss political develop-
ments and plan our own work.
Then there will be the usual ar-
ray of educational talks, not 1o
mention a "soclalist recital”. Ev-

member will be invited to
sing, dance, recite verse, or oth-
erwise entertain. Laugh? You'll
nearly die...

Red letter days

This issue we mark Socialist
Action's third birthday.

\ We have produced over thirty
Issues. Our first edition saluted
the struggle in South Africa, and
later we greeted the fall of ty-
rants in the Philippines and Hai-
ti. We never feared 1o tackle the
hard issues, such as defending
the BLF or opposing national-
ism on the left. We have fought
for union rights and women's
liberation, and against racism
and gay oppression.

We do it all on meagre resour-
ces, and recently with volunteer
llI}M:IIII:l|l ':‘hlch “’:uleed us 1o
sl uce the frequency of
Ppublication. You mm hslpvus
out, of course. Why not sub-
scribe? And donations are al-
ways welcome.
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ANOTHER of the world's
grubbier dictatorships has
been thrown on the defen-
sive. This time it is Burma,
where riots and demonstra-
tions culminated in a virtual
insurrection, forcing out the
new military dictator after
only a fortnight in power.
On 26 July, General Sein
Lwin took control of the coun
try's presidency and of its sole
legal political party, the Burma
Socialist Program Party (BSPP).
He was replacing the time
dictator, Ne Win, who in his 26-
year rule had reduced the coun-
try to abject poverty and, faced
with a rising tide of opposition,
had been forced to rule more
and more throu, military
repression
Not that Sein Lwin was offer
ing anything very new. He wa
Ne Win's loyal henchman, and
had earned himself the titles of
the butcher” and “the most
ed man in Burma" for his r
commander of the lon-hrain
police) who murdered doz
people during demonstrations in
March and June
Al the special BSPP confer
ence al the end of July he ha
been instrumental in defeating
the out-going Ne Win's proposal
for a referendum to make Bur
ma a multi-party state

So it was hardly surprising
that Sein Lwin's takeover was
ed by immediate pr
vicious repression of the

demonstrations  had

earlier
forced people off the streets, but

it had not stopped them organis-
ing. On 28 July, two days after
Seim Lwin's appointment, stu
dents went to the Shwec
¢ thousands of pil
ssembling for one
of Buddhism's most important
festivals. They handed owt lea
flets  against the new
govermment

'hen police  arrived and
tried to break wup the demon-
stration, they were heaten back
by the crowd.

From there the protests
swelled, and soon spread owside
Rangoon. Despite martial law
and despite a nsing death toll
resulting from the government’s
shoot-to-kill policy, riots spread
from one end of the country to
the other =

In Rangoon, workers and stu-
dents stormed police stations
and seized arms. They barri
caded the streets and whole sub-
urbs, especially in the working
class areas, were off-limits to the
army.

By 9 August, police and

Burma’s rulers sk

Wild in the sireets: demonstrators

troaps had abandoned the south-
em city of Kawthang entirely
leaving it under the control of
the population

With the population in arms
with whole areas of the country
side and the capital city beyond
his control and with the army
itself no longer reliable, it was
clear to Sein  Lwin that his
time had come. On 13 August
he resigned all positions. The
BSPP, taken by surprise, an
nounced that  his
would be chosen
week

The crisis of Burmese society
that culminated in the rising
was no flash in the pan. It has
been brewing for several years
and has been open for all to see
for some time. Its real roots lie
in the attempt of Ne Win and
his cligue of army officers to
build up the Burmese economy
in isolation from the rest of the
world,

With a nationalised economy
a vast bureaucratic structure and
lots of soeialist rhetoric, the Bur-
mese army (after 1974 shelt
ing behind the fig-leaf of civ
rule through the BSPP) attemp
ted to copy Joseph Stalin’s mod
el of economic development
ngid state control was used 1o
shut out the pressures of the
world economy. Many Third
World countries made the
L'!“NLL‘N during this tin
Cuba, Egypt, China, Algeria

What worked for Russia in
the thirties wasn't a wild success

successor
within the

same

shaken
L

ol N |
confront the authorities
for poorer countries in the post-
war years. The fifties and sixlies
were years of rapd growth
world-wide, and the Thid
World countries that did best
were those, like Singapore and
South Korea, who found a way
to insert themselves into the
growing world market.Even so,
few countries managed to creale
such an economic disaster 5
Burma. In 1940, it had been the
largest mice exporter in e
world. Thirty years later it could
barely feed itself, Industrialisd-
made no progress at all

and the only manufacturing 1n-
dustry was in cement, (extiles
and soap,

By the late eighties the situi:
tion had deteriorated even furth:
er. At the very last minute, the
country’s rulers began to oy
with Gorbachey-style reforms
but it was far too late for that- A
shoddy attempt by the regime [0
whip up racist violence against
the Muslim minority met with
lile success. And finally this
year, student riots against
hunger began the ferment thal
brought Burma's dictators face

10 face with the social wasteland
they had created &
T the country has a future, !

7
lics with the students an
warkers who have fought back:
For the Australian left, it is on¢
more dismal example of how
state control of the u-nnnmy_\:i
not in itself the key to soci¥
Progress.

— Graham Willet

SN LR

1887: Indians and Fijians march against the coup

Just back from working in Fiji, JOHN SULLIVAN repors on recent

Fiji: the repression

L1 is slipping. quickly
now, into the harsh patt-

military  regimes

ern  of
everywhere

gime military has let it

be known th

rer at the
niversity of the South Pacif
. was taken 1o Queen Eliza-
v Barracks, held for fif
and repeatedly
Ily he was be
questioned about hidden
ons. His real cnme was
dier Rabu-
1's book No Other Way. The
review was published in May
in Coup and Crisis; Fiji a Year
Laster

military  slamm

press
inly-masked t

hors,

Caston. All contn

¢ been arrested or

HE INTERNAL Securi-
t Decree is a copy of
enacted in the
Emergency  of
1948-60 and still used to
quell dissent in Malaysia and
Singapore

It empowers

officers 10

order or the

sinking

protest at the B 5 Sab-
edict have been in-

darkly that sugar

is essential

clerical, nursing
medical unio
at the hug

Pon Vila. There w
ulation in Fiji about their
d tion. with ences
10 Caldoches and Kanaks in
New Caledonia. extremisis in
wara  and  possible
markets in distant hotspots.

HIS INITIAL report in
Times hinted a1
destination

Fili as a possible
and quoted Rabuka as saying
his security forees had 2 “fair
idea where the arms would
have gone’- Next day the
paper began slating as an
official fact that the amms
were meant for Lautoka.
Within three days. it pad also
dropped qualifiers like “al
ed” “supposed and
night have” when refernng
1o this “fact’.
By June 6 3 "aum!‘ar mnl-l
ert plus several smd
lrjnltnhes nfl‘u rms were reponed
found in Viti Levu and the
first arrests had been made.
For two weeks we Wers

developments under Rabuka

deepens

fed banner headlines and
flimsy swries of new finds
and arrests, garnished with
photos of holes in the ground.
zuns, water bottles, helmets,
grenades and ammumibion
cases. This culminated in the
June 17 presentanon of the
security laws.

Fijians wadely suspect that
no arms have entered the
country or been consigned
there in the fashion reported.
It is hazardous 1o air that
suspicion, though. Journalist
Mosese Vehia, with keen
foresight and lile caution,
remarked in his Fgji Times
column on June & about the
arms story that “any InIro-
duction of fough anti-
terronist laws authonsing po-
lice 1o arrest and detain sus-
pects should be resisted” Ve-
lia and his column were re
moved from the daily soon
afterwards

1JI'S military  controls

whatever relevant evi-

dence exists in the country,
passing selected samples 10
the Times as it sees fit It
refused entry to Australian
and New Zealand journalists
\o examine evidence and
caver the stary.

The regime staged & sim-
ilar. if less spectacular. show
last year.

On June 25. 1987 it enact-
ed Emergency Regulations i
force uncooperative sugar
workers and merchants 1o re-
sume supply of labour and
goods. The same day 1l an-
nounced a *seizure of arms
existence of an insumeelion-
ary “Republican Army and
several amests. The hard ker-
nel of the report. it transpired.
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Sellebration of a nation
EXPO 88 stallholders eaplured the Irue spirit of the
event during a downpour last month. They instanlly
ked up the price of umbrellas from $30 to §45, and
even charged $5 for garbage bags'

Hup-two-three-five

WE LOVED the latest Army recruiting ads — the
ones asking for knowledge of maths “to al least year
10 level”.

The ads had a simple electronics quiz so you could
fest yoursell. Surprise, surprise .. one of the answers
was wrong, We understand the test was devised by the
guy wha did the body- counts during the Vietnam
War.

Public defenders

JAPANESE police watched a 7 year old boy drown
last month.

Katsuaki Iwakoshi got into difficulty in a popular
swimming spot. and a fiend's grandmother who was
supervising him flagged down a minibus of 20 police.

ave, and you have
which is not open
grovelled.

Recruit
cians ingl

World's greatest political expert
COMING from the ALP's N
knows all about corruption. 5o in J
decided 1o reassure his hi
You have a parliam:
a5

That was 11 July. Next ¢

The cops, from an elife unit on its way to guard Crown
Princess Michiko, rushed 1o the river where the senior
officer ordered them lo save the boy

One policeman said he had conlact len: and
could not go in the waler. A second said he had no
change of clothes, while a third said he could not swim
Another said, | think il is time 10 go now." While they
made excuses, poor Kalsuaki drowned

In & similar incident five days earlier, 74 Japanese
Mavy crew refused to help when their submarine hit a
fishing boat. Thirty people on the boat drowned.

The consumer society
LATEST craze inUS high society is for the wives of the
wealthy to gel $300 Collagen injections in the lips,

The injections, lasting five minutes, praduce a “Ma
rilyn Monroe pout” for 8-12 monihs.

For the less opulent, there is now Video Dog, a

video-cassette for $19.95 which offers “the ex e
of o a pet without the mess and inconveni
For the e price (and a similar sales pitch) 1

A
also get Video Baby.

t, Paul Keating
asl month, he

here, as we
nt, as we do,

Arms and the maniac

finus item — US

little cakes
nice and full

ire, Brazil, 1987

The other two-thirds

7 and a half years has

WHI
the Boy Wi
i military spi
y, Japan's 851 millign Deen SBEO7 econ!
16 of the nation’s politi-  Half wit
cent prime ministers

JOHN Halfpen

M of the Victorian
5 talk, scheduled
a half, and his

THE SOCIAL worker is welcomed by five children, the
oldest about eight years old. T nts have gone
out foraging in the garbage hea

aftempts at humo
The two fastest

the children 100k, the s

ef they have eaten rec

Mummy made little cakes
‘What?

May we quote you?

& "THE Governpr-General should be put in his proper
place — as a ceremonial figure on leave from The
Merry Widow'

1 Bill Hayden in 1981
PERHAPS |'m just a bad memory in the history of
i

.
Fiji
— Brigadier Sitiveni Rabuka
® | HOPE that you will be able to keep your well-paid
job and that the couple of weeks you spend in prison
will be trealed by your employers as part of your
halidays”
— English judge Gabriel Huffon, sentencing a man fo
one month's jail for attempled rape of a nurse

ial w
ntly

asks the woman. y
newspaper, makes it into a ball and soa

of them.
s a sheet of
s it in water,

wom_o's THINNEST
Book :

Understa
the press

MARX Uni

course. We wor
week study of
5 in its MBA
r-trading scandals

he observed that despile
e could not just call &
an't just go down 1o the

Taking care of business

body out
such “wit" in
vill soon offer

o bright
social

FROM PAGE 5 w
Fiji
was the caprure of a gun and

a small quantity of ammo al
a farm near Nausori

SAP leaders celebrate their 1382 election vict

ory: economic policies similar 1o Hawke and Keating's.

The ‘Swedish road’ is a

bumpy one

N A LITTLE country like ours, it's
nuch easier to sell a policy if you
e some idealised overseas model to
point to. For years, ists
looked to Russia. But today, much of
the labour movement has its eyes set on
Sweden.

In fact the LO' massive bureaucricy
which runs to hundreds of paid functionar
ies, advisors and economists openly Supports
the restriction of public servants nright 0
arike, and is controlled from the top down

The main argument in favour of the
Swedish model, however, 15 thal the govern-
ment’s policies with union backing appear

|s Sweden a model of social progress?
Our feature looks atthe reality.

the SAP Sweden got out of the 1930s
depression rapidly. and under its rule a “new
stratcgy of class confliet c_nmgeg In
reality it was not about conflict, but about
doing deals.
The LO union federation made mt‘m.-m
cenira age 3 s with the
ingly centrahsed wage agreements Wi
employers body, the SAF. In 1938 the
unions accepted “employers exclusive pre-

nerease

S . The ACTU blueprint for industry policy. o have created an eronomic stceess SI0Y er hiring, firing, job organiza
\l\f&i‘l‘leﬁo‘fjl‘z:ﬁ‘m}aﬂg 1“ I:“ : tiistrnia Rec """""’! fed pushes \“‘-‘"!" asa  And the econonic success, 3t il r|‘l‘|c :,‘,‘gﬁ“_l,\r.:j\d‘:::|u‘\::'\‘hbu:lk %.-“J"" the 19505

s said 1o he - . - 93 70, 15 eniable ! B cmbe
Whatever the military model for Australia to follow. The ACTU  mid-1 1305 1o the early 1970s, 1 u"d\L\'\‘L‘:]I:“ unions agreed (0 discipline their members,

involved in the present epi-
sode. By June 8. the total

enough for quite a large
army by Fiji's standards (the
FMEF is currently building up
10 5000). The FMF wants it

Y - pie, R
Fijian reactionaries demonsirate

claims aboul resists

arity

1o its

They can no longer ust
these means without deadly
risks. They npw look 1€

outside Fij
help protect them from I!;r
¥

salid-
i to

leaders admire the way their Swedish coun-

country has a history of class struggle that
gives the lic 1o its image as a haven of
industrial peace, The burcaucrats of its main
private sector union federation, the LO, have

But an examination of why the
cconomy has succeeded goes a long way 10

s soclal
the reason might be the country s i
democratic party, the SAP, which hrlld pu\?n
er non-stop between I'fjlf, wnwll‘mr:
ition and sometimes in its O%T right.

The SAP followed Keynesidn policics:

to make surc thal wages did not 1

. terparts gel (o participate in managing the i e fastest growing indus-

‘ alegetly ampotted had risen : 1d Ir.l\fml\l‘\rI war mF-nunn \jr \‘Iu-\ .||‘ l‘ll.' |h‘m union p,lu'm‘ demonstrating that the same policies won' L SR q:ﬁ\lf\c:\:’:: I[;:Ill‘ wfr:‘-*' ”’i didn’t

to three container loads — up SEHOD WOLE oS e ipation of that sort could fix up this coun-  make a suceess out of Ausiralia :\I|‘_|‘|\MII..\. roductivity improvements

| 10 48 1onnes. Add the 12-16 L ; _“| = lll-\'" Iry's economic ills s 8c0- fl\w\ was done in the name of the Tl
tonnes seized in Sydney and only defended the Like Russia hefore it, the Swedish model HAT ARE the roots of Sweden’s €€ arity wages policy” which aimed 10 equalise
there's over 60  tonnes rights by moderate means does not stand up to close examination. The nomic prosperity? On {he face o u__l)',\ by reducing differentials. 1t also en-

I ih i e job in
sured that people doing the same job in
different industries got paid the same T.h:
Jatter policy Wis aimed at keeping v-g‘nl
industries from sunaving through paying

- the idea was to keep restruciur-

10 S000) The FME waris Ee about as much respect for rank and file 0- - low wag i .

e v e : e SRR ients. e repression that will infensify workers as Simon Crean and Bill Kelty have  kept unemployment Jow by ﬂl’n"“J"“LF‘Hﬁc' i the ceanomy by making sure such in-

sl oty Skt h?uwm\'v:. il SRR e as economic and social cOn® been showing lately. vernment spending when fecessary - ST ACTION— PAGET
nessmen, farmers, writers, leaders and academics. Ex- ditions deteriorate. g
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dusir nt under.
"!'hesﬂ:’lels between the LO and the SAF
were supposed (o produce the same wage
outcome that a free labour market would
. but without the strikes. 1t sounds
like a neat package. and Simon Crean
thinks we should adopr one like it. But there
15 more to the story than that.

MAJOR reason why Sweden got out of

the De jon s0 fast was arms pro-
duction, domestic and fToreign. As Adoll
Hitler prepared for war, the German econ-
omy had an artificial boom, and Sweden
did very well out of supplying Nazi Ger-
many with raw materials, especially iron
ore and timber.

Sweden itself engaged in an arms build-
up during the 19305, and this laid the basis
for today’s current substantial armaments
industry. This is the smallest country in the
world to both design and produce military
aircrafi, the key firm being SAAB. A high
proportion of state research funds are spent
on military research and development

In 1984, a quarter of the arms produced
were exporied. mostly to the third world: in
addition to the brutal dictatorship of Pakis-
tan’s Zia Ul-hag, Sweden arms both Iran
and the pro-Iraqi Gulf states.

No doubt Sweden was a model for Bob
Hawke's decision earlier this year to build
up Australia’s arms industry by promoting
foreign exponts of weaponry.

Afer the war ended, Sweden also profited
from the destruction it had caused. supply-
ing a devastated Europe with commoditics
and raw materials. Having a head start on

7 !
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the rest of Europe, it was then ideally placed
to benefit from the long years of postwar
prosperity

HE ROSY vision of a conflict-free in-

dustrial scene is also a myth. Certainly,
LO union officials have always done their
hest to strangle working class struggle.

In 1935 their model constitution for un-
ions provided for officials to hold office
“until future notice” once they were elected
by a union ¢ 5. Since 1941 the LO has
been able to veto strikes by member unions
Today strikes ot only illegal during
contracts, but unofficial strikes are prohibit-
ed by union constitutions. Rank and file
voles on contracts have been replaced by
consultative conferences. Union branch om-
budsmen were once elected, bul arcnow
appointed from above

The rank and file are weighed down by
an army of officials: éven at the shop floor
level the chairperson of your factory “club”
is a full time official who does not work in
a regular job

Sweden's fans try to make much of the
fact that the country can boast high rates of
union membership, about 85 percent. But
the reason for this is simply. as Awustralia
Reconstructed admits, that “the administra
tion of unemployment insurance is con

trolled by the umions, rather than the em-
ployment service.”
Despite all this, the workers fight class

battles just as we do. During World War 2
the government imposed severe austerily
policies, even though the country was not
involved in the fighting, In 1945 melal
workers struck for five months over wages,
not long before Australian metal workers
had to do the same. The rank and file
rejected an unsatisfactory settlement three
times in democratic votes, so eventually the
union leaders signed an agreement 1o end
the strike without membership approval

Things were quicter during the postwar
economic boom, as they were in this coun
try. But during the late 1960s and early
1970s Swedish unionists showed the same
burst of militancy as their fellow workers all
over the world. The strikes often escaped
the control of the union officials, as in many
other countries. A particularly important
wildcal strike took place in 1969 in the
state-owned iron mines,

It was to strangle this militancy that
Sweden's much-publicised system of “in-
dustnal democracy” was introduced. The
LO union officials moved away from their
Previous acceptance of management pre-

atives, but it wasn't necessanly begyye
they were moving to the left Afier 4
employers had years of expenience (o rexs.
sure them that the LO would always ey
boost  production er  than  defend
workers” interests. They accepted “industy
democracy™ because it boosted product "
by giving workers the illusion they had'y
stake in the system, yet without giving then
any real power

Statutory provision for workers' partio
pation in management decisions were again
strengthened in 1976 Yel even fh
workers did not have real control of ther
lives. As even two of the man

ates of Swedish methods, Higgins and
Apple, conced
"The co-determination acy, which came

into force in 1977, has disappointed whal
expeciations there might have been that i
wornde directly grant local frade-union o
izations an enne into decision-making in te
firm. "

HE “ECONOMIC miracle” in Swede

lasted about as long as did postwar
prosperity everywhere else. After 1963 the
economy faced challenges to its staple &
ports from Australian and Brazilian i:ug
ore and North American timber, and pr-
vate sector employment slumped.

The SAP government expanded publs
employment. But since the late 1960s Swed
ish exports, including cars and ships have
faced stff competition from Japan and
South Korea. The 1973 oil shock hit the
country hard, and in 1976 the SAP wi
thrown out of office against the background
of a deteriorating economy (alth
immediate isstie was these socialist
commitment to expanding nuclear power
output.)

From 1976 to 1982 conservative
ments continued the SAP's Keynesian ¢
thods: they expanded government spendin
10 hold unemployment down. But when they
did this they faced the same dilemma &
Gough Whillam or France's Francols Mi-
terand: if you anificially pump up Y0
economy this way, you suck in imparts 404
expand your debt, the currency falls ar
interest rates rise, Profits suffer. Lower J“\
mestic profit rates led Swedish capital U
seek greener pastures. By 1980 Swed
multinationals employed 400,000 ped
outside the country’s borders, equivit
almost half the domestic workforee
growih was only 2 percent during
19705, less than half the average of IF
industrial nations belonging to the OEC

heroes

ish
ple

investment fell by 38 percent
museal e s, and! i the ater
w“;’:‘!ustriﬂ oulpul was no higher than
ars ed T.
“Bg;"l’fawkc. the SAP social demo-

ts had the good fortune to return 1o
”ilw er just a5 (he recession bottomed oul —

lh;ir case, 1982, [n 1986 unemployment
: d at only 2.7 percent of the workforce,
A0 B0 people. But another 160,000 were
1\1‘%51\:[ work, training schemes or em
U\ oyed with a government salary subsidy. So
f:\\n'rc than 6 percent of the workforce were
nol mnplnycd in real jubs. That is not so
different from our own jobless rate.

And the underlying problem of sagging
investment due 10 falling profit ratcs hasn't
been salved. The SAP _hm tried 1o tackle
{hem with policies similar 10 Hawke and
Keating's: massive devaluation of the
rency 1o make industry more compelitive
holding Wi down to make sure workers
pay the price for the resulting inflation
P feanwhile it is planning 4 tax reform ta
fit high income earners by reducing the

year
len ye
Like

hene!
fop ax rate.

Yer despite these economie
srowth has averaged around 1.7 percent n
the 1980s, lower even than the previous

efforts,

decade.

N A BID to force more investment in

productive industry, the SAP introduced
the famous “wage earner funds™ in 1984.
The funds were financed by levies on profits
tered by union officials along
lines similar to est: hed pension funds.

A haze of radical rhetoric surrounds these
funds. Australia Reconsiructed calls them a
kind of “collective capital formation”. Al
ough Swedish employers don't like them,
“dont really change the s industry
perates. It still needs to make a profit, ivstill
needs 10 compete, it still subordinates the

1

[WORKERS'

(716 LIKE AN

S PARTICIPATION |
| AeRoBleS CLASS ‘.

interests of workers to these meeds The
funds make as little difference for ardipg,
employees as does the public ownership of
Australian railways, or the fact that the
pension funds have owned shares in Sye.
dish companies since the 1960s

Swedish workers have fought hack
against the SAP government [n 985
500,000 strike days were lost in sirikes in
the public sector. This was followed in 1986
by further public sector strikes and lockouts.
The LO union leaders respanded by oppos
ing pay parity for public sector workers. The

P threatened, with LO suppon, 1o
limit public servants’ right o strke, which
they only ganed in 1970. The first hig
struggle of 1988 involved the 42000
members of the SIF, a white collar union,
mostly in the metal industry. There were
three weeks of strikes and lockouts, And
there is bound to be more trouble ahead

Sweden is closely linked with the Com-
mon Market, which will form a single eco-
nomic bloc after 1992 IF Sweden is 1o
compete with the large firms within this
cconomic juggernaut, its welfare provisions
and its workers’ minor privil will come
under pressure. The welfare system also
faces difficulties from an ageing population
as investment income for the National Pen-
sion Insurance funds decline

So the Economtist Intelligence Unit, which
issues reports for business, is quite right W

The days are gone when Sweden sel
example for peaceful labour movement

say

10nNS.

'op Australian union leaders won't care:
they have their own goals and the Sweden
myth is just a means to an end. But for just
that reason, they myth is dangerous for
rank and file workers. The sooner the trade
union rank and file of Sweden knocks a
sreat gaping hole in it, ter.
greal gaping hole in it the Im7 L

| WHERE You AND THE OAH woRK |‘
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WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the creation of a
classless society in which the economy
will be democratically planned, and
wurjkgrs themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucratic class socielies, and have
nothing in common with real sacialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The experience
of Labor in pawer has shown the bank-
rupicy of attempis o linker with the
existing capitalist system. The capitalists
will not allow a peaceful, parliamentary
road to socialism Theirstate s aweapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary pary. The
working class cannot make a revolution
through spontaneaus upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise loo. Today we work to build &
stronger revolutionary movement out of
the struggles being waged an thejoband
around social protest issues. Tomorow
we must create a mass workers' party 10
lead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are infemationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the
strugale for socialism knows no national
barriers. A socialist revolution cannat
survive within a single country It mustbe
spread 1o other countries or itwill fail For
these reasons we are for building 2
world-wide movement, and we oppose
measures like protectionism which turn
the workers of one country against
others. Only under worldwide
socialism can there be an end to war
and the threat of nuclear war, and an
end to the abuse of the environment.

Liberation from Opprem_onl s
t for liberation and agains! 8
ow;p:gr;\m of women, blacks, mlg‘l'ﬂﬂl'{
and gays. All of these forms of Kop
ression are used to divide the warl \r:\g
z\ass. The fight against them i5 anesse n:
tial part of building & united ravnlu\\ged
-ary imovement. They can only be E‘{:iing
through ending capitalism and buil

socialism.
Socialist Action
r Soclalist Action.
:‘::t-l'a:kli?\g about the wc::ld. lm: pm:;ir:
it Marxist theary
h “\".-r::;f meaningful ifthey are &
In the unians, ‘wm(a‘i
1 ] ecple a
énts and wherever p
?;;5:; for a better world, Tﬂl&iis“tsh:;:
{ 19 e thick of the fignt: It ¥

It's no good

fig
you want o Join us
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Teaching Greiner a lesson

SEVENTY thousand peo-
ple rallied in Sydney on 17
August in protest against
plans to change the NSW
education  system. Under
proposals put forward by
Education Minister Methe-
rell, 2000 full time and 800
ancillary teaching positions
would be abolished. Class
sizes would increase, and
TAFE students would pay
fees.

The protesters gathered in the
Domain and heard speeches be-
fore marching to Parliament
House.

Obviously the potential is
there for a massive campaign
Unfortunately the organisers
kept the tone of the rally pretty
passive. They seem concerned to
keep the conservative leaders of
parent groups on side. It was
largely left to the school students
(and at one point, some TAFE
teachers) lo get spirited chants

oing.

In Melbourne, fertiary stu
dents have struck some blows
for free education, On 9 August,
Melbourne University went on
strike

The action was organised by
the Education Action Group,
and supporied hy the Staff Asso-
ciation. A number of lecturers
canceled their classes for the
day, especially in the Arts fa
culty. The Law School refused to
suppont the strike because it did
not have SRC endorsement. But
a Criminal Law lecture on the
day tumed into a tutonal on free
education!

It is criminal that the SRC did
not support the strike. The SRC
15 dominated by the same gang
that Dawkins belongs to: the La-
bor Party, They have been very
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slack about the stru
only put out leaflets or
banners after activisis have
the ball rolling. Activists held an
information picket at entranc
o the umiversity, and striking
students held a lunchiime me
ing which filled the upst.
in the union building. La
afternoon they marched
Stock Exchange, where a
100 swdents managed
inside and confront the as

sembled parasites
On 17 August hundreds of
tertiary students again marched
through Melbourne streets.
leff Go

BLF _w
Phoney case
flops

NOW EVEN the cops admit
it! In an internal document, the
police investigator who  Look
over from BLF custodian lan
Sharp has recommended e
further action be taken — be-
cause no offence can be proved!

It's quite a story. The cops
entered the invest
verbal request. No file
tablished. When they first met
the custodian, he “was unable to
give specific instances .. of crim
inal activity”. This at the very
time Labour Minister Crabb was
stressing the importance of the
pulice investigations

The worst wrong-doing the
cops could find was a minor
offence regarding the purchase
of a car. They felt it was

politically unwise 1o proceed™
S0 much for police independ
ence from politics

Meanwhile in Sydney, Con-
crele Constructions has hit a

TS area
¢ in the

snag in their court action for
damages against the BLE. They
claim the union has cost them
over $1 million since May. (
ganisers have handed out leaflets
on safety, compo and wages, and
staged a crane sil-in 0 protest
gainst cops on site.

But the builders’ attempt tc
use secondary boycott provisions
of the Trade Practices Act failed
when the judge refused to find

the union in contempt. The ma
jority owner of Concrete Con
structions, John Lewis, are using
other methods in Melbourne.
They i

ked six scaffolde
2 hibition St, claiming
had no more work even tho
their huge Melbourne Cen
project will continue into the
1990s! Workers at Melbourne
Central didn't buy the excuse
They struck until the scaffolders
got their jobs back

Speaking of excuses, Premier
John Cain is still telling the
world that it was the BLF dereg-
istration that made the current
building boom possible. He said
it most recently at a Melbourne
Uni Labour Club reunion.

Cain seems to base this on
statistics  for  building  com
mencements, which show an up
ward leap in September 1986,
shortly after he sent his cops to
force labourers to join the rival
union, the BWIU. Supposedly
this restored “business con
fidence".

But this was not the first leap
in the statistics. The boom was
underway by 1984, causing the
BLE s national membership to
jump from 35000 in 1983 10
42000 in 1985. It was this
growing union strength that led
Cain and Hawke 10 target the
Builders' Labourers. The 1986
rise reflects the fact that the
Melbourne Central job techni

cally “commenced” at that time.
But the developers got cold feet
and the job didn’t really stant fo
anothe ear, Some  business
confide

Booms aren’t decided by un
ion strength. The ALP's real
concern was quite different: to
make sure the bosses got all the
henefits from the boom. And all
that labourers got was the sti-
fling embrace of the BWIU

Janey Stone

PUBLIC SERVICE w

It pays
to fight

SLY AS a shithouse rat, these
public service managers.

Last month Social Secunty
waorkers ended a bitter fight with
the Department over Cl
They won major concessions,
losing far less staff than the
bosses intended.

But management is still play
ing tricks. In Sydney, they tried
to make heavier culs in SOmME
sections 1o save their own fa
vourite sections from suffenng
any loss. But the union delegales
committee has decided 1o slop
this. In Hobart the wricks &
dirtier, The agreed figure for
staff losses was 19, Management
said OK, bul then said there wis
a problem: money was short S0
70 positions would have 10 g0
The workers immediately put
bans on

Management had to cave it
and find the cash, because the
bans were well observed. 50 ef
fective were the bans on comes
pondence, that the director's u
cretary had to personally deliver
the message about the extrd
funds!

Liz Ross

[EE—

the National Party,
e rightwing of the

P .
A thousand Sydney wom

Johnson, Chairman of the
lative Council and part ol th

motion showed that the support
e

Nile's bill calls for a thr
jail sentence for women having

tion. It also allows the fat

cause it looks moderate in com
parison with Fred Nile's effort

the pregnancy was a health risk
This interpretation also mid

hospitals, and casicr Lo arrange

overrule the Levine ruling
authorities would start Ic
for an opportunity to prosecule
according to pre-1971 practice
Abortion clinics would find it

The 1971 ruling came at a
time when working class strug-
gle was reaching a peak, and the
women's liberation movement
was coming on the scene. All
over the world women, workers
and socialists fought for free
abortion on demand. In Pans in
1976, 50,000 women took (o the

rights, shouting: “You L‘\l:'l: beg
or a right, you fight for it'"
; Today times are harder.
Workers are less  confident
about fighting and winning
struggles. 1t's the sort of rightw-
i imate where the reaction-
ary ideology of women's l
role can l:iu hold. The events in
NSW are similar to what's hap-
ening OVerseas. i
m('a:uh got rid of an anti-
abortion law in January 1988,
but many provincial govemn
menis countered by removing
medical fees coverage for abor:
tion. A Canadian bill is .“‘”.“
being debated which like Nile's
legislation in N3 calls for im-
prisonment of women who have
abortions.

Abortion: will
NSW turn back
the clock?

In Britain, the mumm.ed
“pro-life” elements want u.J n’l’b
(et abortion @ hEl(ll.L 2
weeks. Bul immense “J\Iﬂhl%
Jists currently makeil mpgo_niﬂn
for a woman u:d;;cl an al

is peric
M(;‘f“:'tu[: the pluu.gltﬁ;i-::
riles SCre for n\r‘\ -
tlbnm(-n Jaws are the \a.mg m‘
II.- who oppos¢ guucm::_mn
F nded childeare, sX educal o
\r‘l‘ schoals, contraception, 0!

o=

m of sex-

women an | o Lo
F“rl‘ ference. They are :nlwr;ly
e the fact thal

indifferent 1@

i yS
wealthy women have alway

d r nol, M el
ot jomen’s ACCess

in| WO L
:f\i:: if severely restricted bY

e

cuts in hospital and health care
In any case, making abortion
egal doesn't stop it, it just for-
ces it underground. Around the
world 200000 women die of
backyanl abortions every
A large proportion of female
sterility is estimated to be caused
by incompetent abortions.
These are the dark ages NSW
politicians would like to take us
to. But a lot of angry wom-
en and men will fight them.
— Dorathy Morgan

AIDS m’

“More drugs,
less thugs!”

THE BATTLE against AIDS is
not an easy one in the oppressive
states of Eastern Europe. Listen
to Polish Solidarity activist Zo-
fia Kuratowska, who as her
country's leading immunalogist
is also part of the national AIDS
Council in Warsaw:

“We are chronically under-
funded. In my laboratory, people
do not have gloves for protection,
nor do all dentists We have the
highest incidence of hepanitis B in
Europe because we have only 40
per cent of the disposable syringes
that we require

“In most outpatient clinics they
hang signs saying, ‘Patients want-
ing 1o wse disposable syrnges
muast bring their own.” '

Every house in the country
has received a leaflet recom-
mending the use of condoms, but
Poland produces only 15-X
million per year for a populatian
of 375 million. The quality is
lousy, they frequently split, and
they're so unmmlml;\hiE they're
knamed “truncheons

ara TV station showed
HI ysitive woman giving
;:rlh Ag";e; the program, her
neighbours threw her out of her
house and she msappcareld
Cops have used AIDS J&h:m
excuse 0 r_ulq premises. where
exuals live
hn;ﬁ“liummw\l\:x is most wor-
ried about the fate of pr_mhluu_:T
Although prostitution 15 .\Ileg‘.:.
regular prostitutes are lﬁhlid y
healthworkers and police. r:m
\eurs, however, young bv.ys n
girls who sell “themselves :"
hard currency out 91 alltnl:l
and poverty, are entirely on Uewr

I "

" From this angle like so miny
others, Polish “socialism’” FEE
out 1y be @ lot like western
capitalism. And Zofia Ku
towska is quite right “MI'? =
argues that the Wl“"ﬂ"; A th

‘logan demons

e o chaned n Warsaw s
April: “More money for drugs.

S
less for ¢ — Anna Wolkenhaar

il
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VER SINCE

fascinated Australian leftists.
Mikhail Gorbachev and his
reforms are no exception,
and there are those who be-
Jieve that his recent changes
are replacing bureaucratic
stali rule with genuine
socialism.

But some recent Russian arti-
cles show that this is far from
true, They show that Gorbachev
is re-shaping the USSR in the
interests of the ruling elite, and
has no intention of changing
hasic pawer relations

On 24 July, the weekly Maos-
cow News ran a feature enfitled
“Buying your own place”. The
author, Vitaly Tretyakov, tells us
that less than 30 percent of
housing in the USSR is owned
by individuals or co-ops. “The
other 70 per cent is nationalized
that is, alienated from the
‘owners” " he says.

Tretyakov  touches openly
upon what ordinary Russians
have long known: placing some-
thing i the hands of the Soviel
state does not make it the peo-
ple's property. The state is the
property of a bureaucratic ruling
class, and 1s itself alenated from
the supposed “owners” of the
country

He then goes on Lo discuss the
drastic housing shortage which
the Kremlin's Australian cheer-
leaders have always pretended
doesn't exist. It is so bad, he says,
that in Russia there is no free-
dom to choose your place of
dence:
uppose | choose Lemngrad.
How can T live in a city where
there are a lor of people queing
to rent a separate flai? .. Who
woudd wan to give me their place
in the quee”

RETYAKOV comes to the

conclusion that “free choice
of residence is unrealistic with-
oul a free market of flats, As a
first step towards this ... we need
Lo be able to buy flats hack from
the state.” He is ready for objec
tions from socialists:

“Won't this give rise (0 a new
form of social injustice where
these with a Iot of money will live
i better flats than those with
lirtle? Bu then, is it socially unjust
that those who work well have
more money?"

: Here we have the essence of
“perestrail (restructuring
Gorbachev is opening the way,
John Howard-style, for unequal
wages based on “who works
well” and for the free market to
supply a home of your own_ It's
the Aussie dream revisited! But
Jusl ask any worker in Sydney
right now trying to buy a house
in the face of soaring prices: a

1917,
events in Russia have
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Gorbachev.

reforms for
the elite

: Visiting a factory: only a pretence of democracy

free market in real estate can
turn the dream into a nightmare

['he real beneficiaries of a free
market in flats will not be
workers, but those who can af-
ford the resulting high prices: the
bureaucrats and the better
placed intellectuals, including
the people who write for Mos
con' News, In Fact public opimon
polls indicate the intellectuals
are much more in favour of per
estroika than the working class

The elitist attitude of many

intellectuals was made clear by
Moscow  News  correspondent
Viktor Rozov: “A state of
workers and peasants. Fine! But
where  has intelligentsia

the
gone? Where has the ‘brain'
s

gone?
Gorbachev is offering these
relatively privileged intellectuals
same added material benefits
and a chance 1o feel important,
and does not mind if their anti
working class prejudices gel an
amng. 2

UT WHAT of g,
management u;’::::‘ell.

iy

les in ra:ﬂ"' |
the limits of "ul-ll\c:u.1|i:r‘.:""‘
On 17 July Prayely i
viewed the Estonian Ly
dustry Minister aboy; b ;
dustrial combine whigh js 1
INE NEW maniagement pri -[\_\
along peresirorka lines. [y ]“
al enterprises within i( — fuy.
ries, construction firms, iy
will now

inter.

I anspan
1 EleCh muanager
Within these enterprises mcf‘,d‘

gal political faction i 1h

nunist Party \v\u[h\lu:
you could ir
manager gettir

€ a dissiden)

¥ N0 Indeed, For iy
this industrial complex. says the
Minister: “ha

The

de leaders of enterpnse,
ves of the State Pl

repres
of Minist [
Ministry. of the Sue
niftee of Supply.

The key decision-making

body is packed with outside bu-
|

reaucrats! The democracy is 4
fraud. The real purpose of self-
management is to force workers

ithin individual production un-
its 1o bear the full responsibility
r success or failure, withou

REAL power relations
ade painfully elear by

por
achev's visit to the Z
footwear producing combine.
He ralks to m: ment and
the workers, exhorting them fo
new efforts and promoting fis
perestroika program. His full {1
e is atedly used, his words

are que his pre
ence dominates the entire articie

Supposedly there 15 an €X
change of views with the
W mplaints and entl
cisms are raised, but the article s
deliberately vague about them

Only one worker is quoted ver
batim, Here is the entire quole:

Voice from the | “We are
all for perestroika. We will do di
thew is necessary

Some democracy! Gorbachey
harangues the workers, and 4
crawler is found o shout €M
couragement from the audien

Repaorts continue to filter out
of the L ahout  strikes
E nst perestroi The *voice
from the hall” is far from re
presenting the Russian workers:
When  their voice s finally
heard, there will be some shocks
in store for Gorbachey's AuS
tralian fans,

Tom (FLincoln

I

The fighting history of radical

Jews

[ONISTS CLAIM that
theirs is the natural pol-
itical movement of Jews. But
there is Al sther tradition, a
working class and often so-
list one, in which Jews

cial ¢
have fought against exploita-

tion and oppression.
The Jews of tsarist Russia suf
L but

fered persecution,
ahead of their Russ
partsint de union of
Jewish sc ists were among tr
first in the Russian empire (o
respond o warking
class movement €
aroms forced tens of thousand
{0 flee by the turn of the centy
Many went lo London, where
oncentrated in the
they competed for
slum condi-

inter:

anisation.

End. There
johs amidst termit

ad brou

cialists, trade unionists ai
chists flourished, and
and  economic
interwoven

Sor €

issues  were

mple a 1903 p nm
in Kishinev sparked lemon
stration of 25,000. This in turn
\gnited protests against condi
tons in swealshops. Next the
Jewish Bakers Union struck fo
better hours and conditions and
for loave: rry 4 umion label
Jewish housewives bo
unlabelled bread, hel
strikers to win conditic
ahead of the English hakeries
There were frequent strikes
around 1906, partly influcnced
by the revolution then occumng
in Russia. In 190y iking tai
lors  imprisoned in the

Ning

\s years

Jewish strikers rally: Zionism is not the anly important

Clara Lemiich, a leader of New
York's "Uprising of the 30,000

hem for a
the strike

union office,
ransom which went t
fund

During the dock stike of
1912, lewish East Enders
Jooked after 300 dockers” child
ren. a debt the dockers repaid in
the insi anti-semitism at
Cable Street 24 years later

The anarchists played an im
portant role in those turbulent
years, led by Rudolf Rocker,
Ger gentile who had thrown
in his Jot with the Jewish
workers. They led strikes, held
1l discussions and had cul-

tural actvities.

FWISH immigrants in the
‘Il SA established a commun-
ity in New York's lower East
Side, Again they hrought with
them their fighting tradition.

[n1902 Jewishwomen protest-

g price nses marched on
her butchers and burnt the
meal According o One

political tradition amon!

newspaper,
Women leaders luughed ar the

fear \:{f the men in doing damuge
Women shaok therr fists in she
Jaces of policemen and 1ore o
their shigtds and buttons from
their coars™

In the years between (900
and 1926, thousands of workers
In the New York needle trades
fought against Dickensian con-
ditions. The official trade unions
iznored them or waorse: as mi-
grants, as unskilled labour, and
y female group of
were considered
. But they proved
wise in the “Upnising of the
30,000 in 1909, =

This was the first mass strike
of s kind. The picketers, the
ish women,
espite being
magistrates, Y
ainst God!™

E

In the 1920° the furmiers
union was riddled with gangster-
ism. Al a meeling
new contract the president an-
nounced. “Whoever asks ques-
tions tonight will pay for it with
his blood”. Ben Gold. a Jewish
radical activist dared and was
stabbed and beaten in the open
meeting. Despile requinng 11
a5 he was amested for

assaull
However he managed to lead
10000 furriers, the majonlty

Jewish, in a successful 17 wee
strike in 1926

ONDON'S East End again
AW major struggles in
1935, when the Jewish popula-
tion hecame a targel for HBritish
s.
m‘ﬁ:"] political chmale where
fascists freely proclaimed lh:\r.
hate |‘rv|u\_'mda bhut profesters

g Jews

+s0C!

were arrested for insulting he-
haviour, the Brifish nazis an-
nounced & provocative march
through the East End. The Com-
munists and the Industrial La-
bour Party called on workers to
prevent it, and were joined by a
number of lewish organisations.

250,000 people rallied to stop
the  fascist  demonstration
Centred on Cable Street, the
anti-nazis” confrontations with
palice eventually forced the go-
vemment to ban  Mosley's
march. Mass confrontation was
followed up by the Communists
with political organising (o win
misguided workers away from
nazi influence, and British fas-
cism never fully recovered

But on the continent fascism
was on the march Hitler in
vaded Poland, and forced
500,000 Jews into the Warsaw
ghetto in 1940

NSIDE, up to 13 people per

room lived on starvation ra-
tions. Illegal workshops and
food smuggling were needed for
hare survival, and underground
resistance groups tried to pre-
pare for military defence.

But largely due to poor rela-
tions with the Polish Under-
ground, the ghetto resistance
proups could get no arms befare
Tuly 1942 when mass departi-
\igns to_concentration. Camps
started, They still had pitifully
few arms when the next round of
deportations began in January
1943, Suill they fought for four
days, the first street fighting
occupied  Poland, and  their
resistance Was suceessful. Wor-
ried about the impact it might
have, the Germans stopped the

gportations.
d\!In April they tried agam. bt
even tanks and artillery were
unable to defeat the ghetlo mil-
{tia, who fought with the desper
ation of people who have no-
thing to lose, The rising lasted 6
Weeks, and only ended when the
Germans burnt the entire quarter
du?rr‘\d Warsaw Ghetlo upnising
was the largest battle mE ucu;

Europe to that paint (EXE€|
\pr:m%luun:il-;u\ 1t had & _gr_ﬁl
impact on the Pohs?,;rp;pumlﬂl\
and on Jews everywhers.
‘MTnda_\‘. the !’s!ashmansil{:

fighting 2 similar battle. T
joni ld have us ti_nn!k
tional traditions

e of Russia to the War-
alists of Russia 0 ;
::1 Ghetto, history tells us @
very different story: 3

_ Jangy Stone
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ING GEORGE V is said

to have remarked,

We're all socialists now.™

Since then, lots of other peo-
ple have used the term.

The Labor Party has a social
ist objective, buried away some-
where and dusted off occasion-
ally for May Day speeches. But
actual Labor governments oper-
ale the existing system, usually
al OUr expense.

Couniries such as Russia and
China claim to be socialist, hav-
ing placed industry in the hands
of the state and got rid of blood
sucking capitalists (though they
are starting 10 backslide on that
now). But mstead of the old
bourgeoisie, a new class of bu-
reaucrals rules.

Then there is Israel, whose
Labor Party claims to be build
ing socialism while making life
hell for the Palestinians, There is
Burma, whose “socialist” rulers
preside over one of the most
stagnant economies in the world
Even Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew
adhered 10 the “Socialist Inter
national” until they kicked him
out.

apialism is so bankrupt that
governments  of many  types
choose 10 wrap themselves in the
red flag. But to understand polit-
ics we have o look beyond the
Wrappings.

HAT DO all these regimes

have in common? Two
features. One is the notion that
socialism amounts 1o the state
intervening to shape or re-shape
the economy. Until recently,
there was a world- wide trend to
increasing state intervention in
economic affairs which affected
even such bastions of *“free en-
lerprise” as the United States.
Many people imagined this was
socialism on the march.

The other feature common to
peuple as apparently different as
Swedish social democrats and
the dictators running Poland, is
the belief that social change has
1o be brought (o the people by a
benevolent elite

This ruling group, sometimes
in the form of a party, is sup-
posed to gain control of the state.
maybe nationalise industry, and
then hand down the new socicty
o a prateful working class. In
the words of China's Chairman
Mao, they aspire 1o “serve the
people”. But in the meantime
they establish a firm gnp on

Soclialism from above or below? Hungarian workers show their preference in 1956.

power, and wsually get rich in
the process.

This idea of socialism as a
state-run society, controlled by
an elite, is as old as ancient
Greece. Philosophers from Plato
to Hegel have dreamt of a
planned society which would be
free of conflicts and confusi
Invariably they -
people like themselve
in charge

Such theories are very handy
for tyrants who need a prog
sive veneer for their political
ambitions

anted
to be put

ORTUNATELY, there has

been plenty of resistance Lo
tyrants  throughout  history.
From Spartacus and his rebel
slaves, lo the peasant revolt of
Wat Tyler and on to the work-
ing class struggles of the mod-
ern age, the common people
have developed their own tradi-
tion of democratic mass strug-
gle.

But it was only with the rise of
the modern working class that it
became possible to combined
the best of both traditions: o
merge the socialist aspiration for
a harmonious society with the
democratic tradition of
struggle from below.

The thinker who perfected the
combination  was Marx
Marx argued that the working
elass, because it learnt coopera-
tion within the process of pro

mass
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duction, could combine radical
democracy with a socialist pro-
gram. This was the real meaning
of that much-misunderstood
phrase, the “dictatorship of the
proletariat.”

As if in anticipation of the
monstrous so-called “Commu
nist" regimes of our time, Marx
wrote: “We arc not among those
Communists who wish to turn
the world into one gigantic bar
racks.” Agg notion that a
small elite should rule for the
people, he insisted: “the emanci
pation of the working class is the
task of the workers alone

N THE Communist Manifes-

0 he  described w  the
workers  could  emancipate
themselves, He did not s
You might i
ownership  of industry. He
wrote: “The first step in the
revolution by the working class
s 10 raise proletariat to the
position of ruling class, (v win
the battle of democracy.”

For Marx, the key issue was
workers' political power, And as
for stale-owned industry: “The
profetariar will wse its political
Supremacy 1o wresi, by degrees,
all capital from the bowrgeoisie, 10
cenralise all istruments of pro
duction in the hands of the stale,
thai is, of the proletariai orpa-
nised as the ruling class."

The workers must place in
nds of the state.

dustry in the

But it is their state. The state is
nothing more or less than “the
proletariat organised as the rul
ing class.”

These ideas were buried by
the high priests of European
cialism after Marx's death. Lenin
ight (o revive them, [0 create

who represented the very oppi-
site of workers' democracy

em created by Stali
p tum by

rs of Hungary in 1956
ovakia in 1968, and by
Genuine
ve looked to these

nspiration

To put it in a nutshell (R
are two souls of socialism: The
ideus of revolutionary socialism
from below are in constant and
hitter conflict with the Laborte
and stalinist ideas of socialism
from aby

Action stands with
, with Mart
AL me when the
ers are owning up 10

of oppression, an
the Australian Labor B0
vernment is betraying its uulri--‘
ing class supporters, nothing
could be more Limely than oU7
alternative: socialism as the vrl,l':
emancipation of the working
class.

Fom O'Lincoln

I

IF YOU'D thuughl,Amen
can workers couldn’t beas.
militant 85 trade unionists
anywhere else, the film Mrf(.c\-
wan will come as & SUrprse.
It's sel in West Virginia n
1920, Matewan -rs an |~s|:|;::cr‘J.
g village with a populatio
:‘{m‘}:%yuylll;w hundred. It's 4
company town where hoth [hj\
price of coal per ton |lh\. AN
ard for setting Wages
oods and services ar
frolled by the mineowners
It's the sort of town that in
spired the SOng. I \\!!ni my soul
1o the company store )
The company itself is a distant
but immensely powerful for
rake the scene where the ¢
any's works manager informs
<cab labourers that they have to
buy their tools at the compar
store. One of the blz
hreakers questions (f
met with the cold and threate
ing guestion, “What's your

k sinke

are already b
back. The com
raising store pric
he price of coal. The r
walked out, and sc
abour has been ca
Joe Kenehan of the United M
Workers is invited intc
organise the stru
ion lines,

But the workers
more interested in
finer points of union org
and are full of racial prej

against the “dagos
“niggers” who are b 1
strikebreakers, rather tha
cognising that they too are

tims of the company

Joe is right to argue for
longer-term sirategy 1«
a shut-down of all the i
y's mines. Thy ers in a ' mil
itary” response Lo the cor 1y
are embodied by a loc
owner, C.E. Lively,
“union is fine for some things,
but sometimes you got to go il

says

alone,” and encourages plans t
dynamite the mines and to use
guns against the scabs. He is
exposed in the end as a company
Spy

But when the company begins
10 use “dirty” tactics and miners
are killed, the film also shows
that life isn’t simple: how far can
the strikers get without a violent
response? So the film spirals,
inevitably and tragically, toward
a “high noon” style bloody
resolution

The film's greatest weakness
is that it doesn’t show the soc
background of the times: there
Was immense strike action tak-
ing place in the United States in
1919-21. 365,000 steelworkers
struck in fifty American cities

Workers leave the mine as company thugs look on

- The fighting
" miners of

Matewan

The cmployer response was a
massive “red scare”. Employer
spokesman John Kirby declared
that the union movement was
“an un- American, illegal and in-
famous conspirac
ney General Palmer ag
2 January 1920, 10,000 workers
were jalled in the infamous
*Palmer raids”

Nor does Marewan accurately
portray the more immediate pol-
al Context: at no stage are the
federal troops shown intervening
1o quell “civil disobedience " as
happened in the real-life con

IcL
But the local scene is rendered
convincingly, with some mem-
orable characters. These include
a pair of extremely nasty com-
pany officials, and Director John

Sayles himself as a fiery de:acs':
reacher. The company o o
fatcwan [0 persuace
the workers o be reason !Pk:[;m
and no one will gt I'|u_r‘|h

preacher ranis against \hl Iﬁ
- alists, the communists the ;
o Virginian draw

come 10 N

jonists” In & i
One of the miners ;olns .rten
nowned for his SErmons, .uma %
with a pro-umon call an

RECORD

Fast cars,
good politics

“Don't you know They're tally

‘bouta mkrm]:q

WITH a first line like that,
and great music to boot, Tracy
Chapman's debut album stands
oul as something special,
Her vaice is rich and soulful,
her songs simple and moving
What especially brings them fo
life is her deep sense of identity
as a woman, a black and a
worker.

In “Mountains o' things” for
example, she dreams of wealth
But she knows full well that she
is one of many who haven't got
it — and why:

Sweet lazy life,

Champagne and caviar,

Hape you come and find me

Cause you know who we are.

Those who deserve the best in

life

And know what money's

And those whose sole misfor-
tune Was having mounfain

o' nothing at birth.

There is an ironic dig at those
who scold workers for their
*materialism’;

Oh they tell me,

There's still fime fo save my

soul

They tell me,

Renounce all 3

Renounce all those material

things you gained by ¥

Exploiing other human beings

Most of the songs are gotr:rl:

: Je “Fast car” is a master-
lr};\:ﬂg'hﬂ car” shows there's
Nothing specifically masculine
about Bruce Springsteen's bom
to run” themes:

i fast car
;;::;%U;llltil}!fm get us out of here
Heen working i @ COMVETHERCE

sfare ; '
Managed 1o save just a e bt
HOMEY. 2
HuT i; does it without denying
the oppression working women

ace: 3
You gor @ fast cur
oot a Jjab that

bills s
You siay ol drinking lote Gl

pays all our

e he church. 5
A

Malew d L .

- ; i s 5 singers (o give uS
o lll:l dm;n‘ film about  [Psnotupo : u;'lg'
snlllli.u_ns: struggle against the a "d'm‘.]n? : T- i np
"”U“"‘S an insight into deﬂ'e;.- can m;,d A IM“ ; "m'w
boﬁ‘,::wen-a than the one We nﬂ%mq v uﬁ“s

t c i
enl ally hear about - poa e T.n
ol Maria Anthomy L7 ! SOngs :

T and Lz Ross with style- i
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Howard plays the
card

racist

OVE over, Bruce Rux-
ton. Now the big boys
want to play in the cess-pit
of racial politics.
John Howard's announcement
that his immigration palicy won 't be
‘tofally non-discriminalory . @
the Nationals’ demand that '/
immigration has lo be
marked an ugly lurch rightward in
Australian public debate.

an
paign on. Liberal polls
still & vein of White Aus

n
under threat firey Blainey fi
ran this line four and a hal

0. Yet despite his a
fulfilling prophe

1 kind) w

Howard. He
culturalism has by

the
WASP cullt

the oppressed of A
continents

HOWRRD‘S attempt 1o play
the racist card highlights
several things.

ihe swinish hypocrisy of
the Liber ty years ag
they claimed o be saving Ind
China from “Communism’” [ie
ing it for
Now that some Indo-

Chinese wanl lo

that " Communi

poverty the We:
them, the Liberals don'i want lo
know them.

Anather is the degree to which
Labor has moved political debate
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otes or, il
Australian In

000 @an
ligible imp
slandards of living There s
no ex apar from prejudice
for keeping people out

NE sidelight to the debale
has been the citizenship
question.

ed withhe [

nefits from the millio
citizel igible to take out cf
ship. J ard h

the idea, while Hawke —

5 he f

by n

FURTHER sidelight is the
question of Japanese
vestment.

3 3 i =
Naturalisation ceremony: who cares if people don't both

W wonderful compe
n_hardly. complan

C
and industrial

prmen
like
bigy

s

Capitalists are capitalists
whatever their nationality, ad |
our main exploiters remain the
homegrown variety by far.

”,

4
er with i

S
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Racists off
the radio!

ons  have com-
demned the executive of the
Trades and Labour Cauncil for
re-emphaying him on radio 2K
Fach of the rallies outside
TLC meetings on | and 8 Scp-
(ember attracted over 100 peo-
ple, many of them canying pla-
tards reading: "Implement TLC
policy — sack Casey!" Chants
of “Labour Council sells out’
could be heard inside the meel-
ing On 8 ber the speech
of TLC secretary John McBean
defending the decision was
punctuated by derisive hoots and
mterjecti
McBean's claim that Cascy
“eticks up for the battlers” led to
a sustained chant of “bullshit”
and quite a few TLC delegates
agreed. Academic Staff delegate
eredith Burgmann spoke after
McBean and called for Casey 1o
be sacked. She pointed out that

Sociaust ¥ Action
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he was not anly a racist but an
outspoken advocale of sexual
harassment of women workers
On paper, the TLC has a finc
anti-racist policy. “Racism 15
dangerous because it divides
workers, siys the pious docu
ment. But how much use Is a
policy when bigols can hefoul
the airways on a TLC-controlled

radio station?

God squad
fizzles

WHILE Ron Casey was getting
a hostile reception in Sydney,
Brishane supporters of gay
rights including Socialist Action
members were preparing an
equally hot reception for the
anti-homosexual pospel of Sy
Rogers.
Sy Rogers, an ex-gay and now
an evangelist attempls to con-
vince people that homosexuality
is “sinful” so they ought to go
straight and join a Christian
group. In an interview with the
Courier Mail he suggesied ho
mosexuality was a disease

GAY RIGHTS

Confronted  with  picketers
waving placards and chanting
Rogers tried 10 distanc himself
from open bigotry, but he
fooling no one and his spe
was met with a constant barr
of heckles. We did a much
job of getting our mess
across: gays are out, proud and
fighting n Brisbane.

poLmicians _ gy"
Wake them
when it's over

THE WORLD is led by capable
statesmen, we are often told.
Suggestions that the working
class could run society better
come up against ohjections, even
from workers, that special
talents are needed to govern,

But what have we heard in (he
last month?

Ronald Reagan's aides appar
ently contemplated removing
him from office on the grounds
that he was incapable of per-
forming his duties, He was so
apathelic that he refused to
come to work, and all he wanted
to do was watch movies

Meanwhile in the other super-
power, it emerges that Leonid
Brezhney was “clinically dead”
in 1976, and afiter being revived
had 10 be helped around by
minders. According (o a feature
article in Moscow News, “he
ceased 10 understand what was
gaing on around him. However

-
rier
ae

X
i
Gorbachev: hold the applause,

there were many influential, im-
moral and corrupt people among
his entourage. They literally
supported him on their arms.

»w
Fraud squad
dawdles

WE'VE always known the rich
don't pay much tax, but now it
Jooks like a few hig business tax
dodgers will actually be chased
up. Richard Highficld, a Senior
Assistant Tax Commissioner
has announced that “the Tax
Office has shifted its major aud-
it emphasis to the large corpo-
rale secto

In one operation the Tax OF:
fice followed the transfer of $1
billion from Australian compan-
ies to a firm called “European
Business Consultants™ based in
Monaco, Grundy Television,
maker of popular TV soaps, is
l»cm_g investigated for transfel

TAX EVASION
L e

pricing
Australia’s pride and joy,
Expo, has not escaped un

scathed. Nine major construc-
tion firms were hit with $1%
million in tax bills and $7 mil
lion in penalties, for failing to
meet their obligations under the
Prescribed Payments System

But dont get too hopeful
about the crackdown. This is still
capitalism, and the Tax Office
efforts are foo Ritle oo late
Officials say that they became
aware of a problem with profit
shifting to dodge tax ten years
ago, but have only begun look
ing seriously at it in the last 12
months,

" Everyone 1o the tax shel

STATE CAPITALISM w

What an
eye-opener!

OR YEARS the

Eastern  bloc
World “socialism"
i self-sufficienc
popular by Stalin's industriali-
sation of Russi Even today
some people om the Austra
left pursue the mirage of eco-
pomic ndence”  but
overseas they are all waking up
to the fact that a modern econ-
omy has to relate to the rest of
the world.
the rulers of the “social

merely using
Tive al new reac

mark of
Third

151" countries a
this insig

tionary conclt
Take Fidel Castro. He is ref
intenance  the

cy. But
for the Cuban
the revolution v

would fail

Cubans can't ms

The same thing is happening
with proposed  new  hard
currency chemist shops in Mos

cow: Russian workers won'l be

drugs there, no mat

urgently  they are
nd Pravda of 9 August
reported on how the forcign
bourgeoisic  will get special
treatment at the USSR's famous
eye surgery facilitics

The y of socialist labour™
CN Fedorov told Pra that in
order to earn more hard curren
ey his medical organisation " Eye
Microsurgery had
loans to 10 build first class hotels
for visiting patients. "Here, for
eign patients will be guaranteed
the same service as in the best
hotels of Paris or London.” The
locals can continue (o queue U,
it seems

needed.

Libs can’t change the mark

of Cain

ICTORIA. It's a lovely

place to visit but you
wouldn't want to |
election here. The last few
weeks ¢ been even duller
than 1985 campaign,

On the one hand, there is
Labor Premier John Cain, who
has carefully and successfully
presented himself as ar

his promise (o ch

But he’s only doing tha

meet the labour foree neec

the employers

Apainst  hum

Kennett, whose r

his foot in his mouth le

minders (o keep him well
way. Not that he'd
1 just aboun ever
the 1 ant o do,

eral plan
5 1n 1he raiways w
nuation of

ar a logical ¢ 1
the ALP's d eliminate
guards from trains, and ils rem:
wal of the St Kilda and Port

Melbourne lines

OHN CAIN has pointed
o proudly to Victoria's une
ployment rate, lowest in 1
country for five years run
He crows about higher tha
economic  growth  and

careful (o

trends that led him to call an
carly election in the first place. A
noticeable slowdown in employ
ment_growth, capital expendi

ture, and retail sales all point (o
real economie problems in the
10 distant future

Much of the state's impressive
performance over the past six
years has resulted from the
world-wide economic recovery
Vicloria’s economy is based on
manufacturing. World trade in
manufactures is growing, and
pushing prices up. The dec
the value of the Australion dollar

Jeft Kennett: Labor steals Libs'
thunder

John Cain: attacked workers

Iped 100, making it easier
manufa
e Cain g
played these
mediately after its election v
ry in 1982, it rounded up all the
se cash laying around in go
vernment  departments  and
pumped it into the economy
Capital expenditure us a share of
the budget jumped from 19 to
1 percent. The money went
straight into the pockets of bus
iness, with the construction in
dustry and the energy sector do
ing particularly well

Naturally someone had to pay
for this. Naturally it was ordi
nary workers and their families
Year after year Cain's treasurer,
the mis-named Mr Jolly, slashed
away at government spending
on education, health and public
transport

ND THEN, as the econemic
recovery got setiled in, the
government  turned around.

Rather than continuing the han-
ddouts 0 husiness, Labor set oul
10 help them Lake up the oppor-
Lunities for i that the

At times they have found
themselves fighting alongside
local residents and people with

recovery offered. The govern-
ment's share of investible funds
declined, By reforming _the
workers' compensation s¥stem
Lahor saved bosses $60f million
@ year in premioms, |

Government funds flowed 10
firms and induswries that were
prepared o upgrade their (ech
m or 1o seek exporf
markets. The Victorian \P::-
nomic  Development Carpora-
tion was launched

More recently, the Cain re
gime granied fax exemptions Lo
export industries and established
an overseas trading corparation
annual cut of 1.5 percent in
o budgets for pavernment
depaniments (dressed up as res
tructuring  and  efficiency)

I T Was
altacking its own

i from the start, Labor in
er has been ruthless in its
ks on workers, The Victori
party was in the forefront of
assault on the BLE, jailing
, pushing dereg
lation through
on  pickel
raiding the

€
finally
BLF offices

AILWAY  workers  have

been attacked again and
again, faced with the threal of
mass sackings and forced to
strike repeatedly to defend both
their working conditions and
{he service they provide.

bilities, as the go
sought to ram the hated light rail
project down the throats of peo-
ple in the bayside suburbs,
Recently, library workers at
the State kibrary and staff at the
Ministry of Housing have taken
action (o pralee themselves.
The mosr dramatic  class
struggles of Wigwere the qwo
nurses” strikes: {1985 fand
1986. Here m?‘u‘c Cain had

batten off mopgthan he could
chéw, and-thehurses won one of
the most important union vieto-
ries in years.

Given this history, Victorian
workers have litle reason Lo
care aboul the election result
How much worse could Jeff
Kennett and the Liberals be? But
the advantage of having the
ALP in power i that it gives us
daily proof of the need to create
a socialist alternative.

And some of the protest cam
paigns have been useful includ-
ing those of two activists from
the light rail struggle: Anne Fa-
hey in Port Melbourne and John
Kirby in Williamsiown

But these are about the only
reasons workers have (o vole in
elections nowadays. So how you
actually vote is really a secon-
dary issue. Much more impor-
tant is what we devole our ener-
gies Lo

No one who wants a better
society should be working o
elect Labor governments, We
need 1o be working full time (o
create an alternafive to the o
(ragi-comic parties of decaying

capitalism. Giraham Willerr

Caln's cops move in against light rall protestors
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Best seller

ine:

welcome here, sold excep:
o ally well around the countny.
The issue aroused im‘:ﬂ;:

mm argumen’
;‘ﬂumemnmstmr!fm“"‘ 4
jaces. Inevitably we en-
Touniered a few racist idiots,
but they were far outweighed By
the people who rallied 10 our

our editors have major
t what front page

Iast time.

Picket duty

SOCIALIST Action members in
Melbourne and Sydney have
besn supporting the picket lines
at Hoyts Cinemas.

We have been joined in th
solidarity work by others on the
feft and in the unions, including
Melbourne's Defend the Unions
Committee.  Militants
around the unions organised a
barbecue right in Bourke Street.
& smail soclalist or?nmsallun
can't have a decisive impact on
victory or defeat in an industrial
dispute. But apart from doing
our bit to boost morale, our in-
volvement has a political value:
it's an opportunity to talk to our
fellow workers about political
issues, and to get a feel for the
state of the class struggle.

Above: Brisbane Socialist

Action pickets the Victorian
lt::lul ureau after 1987 BLF

Sun and fun

PREPARATIONS have begun
“:nt:unn annual Socialist A'::
ummer camp, which
be held near Car 7 i

will be preceded by a summal
of Ausiralan polilics and. the
class l?nnlha loday.

But it's not all hard work. We'll
mwmr ol educational
ik, aingloudly and ot siways

OUR LAST issue, with its un-
compromising headline: Asians

games of
where skill is

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

THEY CALL it “Waste Aus-
tralia” and activists opposed
to the development of the
toxic waste industry in West-
ern Australia are facing an
uphill hattle against it.

There arc several develop

ments, hut probably the most
important is the integrated ha

zardous waste unit which the
WA governmenl plans (o build
in the Kalgoorlic area

The Environmental Protcc-
tion Authority have recently
cleared three sites, despite oppo

sition from local residents. The
unit will burn pesticides, releas.

ing paisonous dioxin into the
atmosphere. [t will also bum
PCBs although there arc now
safer chemical ways of disposing
of them.

In addition,  radioactive

wastes arc 10 be buried in shal

low trenches, although the area
is subject 1o erosion and se
and maintenance will be ne
over (he thousands of years
radio-activity remains.

But already there have heen ¢
for the unit to accept some fr
Sydncy's Lucas Heights nuclear
reactor. There is also likely 1o be
pressure 1o accept 1L from
overscas
Even the WA waste will have
1o he transported by rail thro
Perth. In a recent derailment ©
the line that will be used, the
train ended up in a river. It could
have been camying something
dangerous.
Much of the toxic waste 10 be
disposed of in Kalgoorlic will
come from a rare earth plant o
be built by French owned com
pany Rhone Poulenc (RP) at
Pinjarra. Locals there have also
formed an action group, focus
ing on the large quantities of
radioactive waste to be left on
the site in tailings dams
RP has increased its profits in
recent years by cutting staff
while pushing production. lis
safety record is very poor and
there has been puhi\; pressure
on the company in France and
the USA over its pollution
record.
Local residents also ohject
that this company is continuing
the French policy of subjecting
people in the Pacific to the con-
sequences of France's muclear
program.

In another potentially hazard-
ous move, there are plans to
build a petrochemical plant in

crickel of cards
less important than enthusissm,

Kwinana next 1w Perth. This
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plant will produce vinyl chloride
monomer, a product which is
banned in many overseas coun
mries. It is highly inflammable,
and once ablaze, the fire is prac
tically inextinguishable. What's
more, when on fire it produces
phosgene, the First World War
mustard gas

Dangerous wastes from Kwi
nana would also be transported
o the integrated facility ir
Kalgoorlie

A number of local groups
have now formed a statewide
network Lo co-ordinate action on
these issucs. They've organised
public meetings, letters o news
papers, petitions, submissions (o
the EPA and the produetion of a
newsletter, Hazardous Times,

The next siep is 1o field can
didates in marginal electorates
(qr the forthcoming clection
While this will help stimulate
puhh& debate, the problem is
that if the Liberals are elected
they will undoubtedly procecd
With the current proposals and at
an even faster rate.
hTh: WA Labor government
a5 accused the action groups of
Promoting a “campaign of fear”
9r|;|ﬂ whipping up hysteri

€y claim that the government
£an manage toxic waste disposal
and sringenily apply safety

e

wnﬂardi.'l'il a few years ago a
‘A government engliry into ra-

CouRsSE (M A FRIEND oF THE Dwery
| o mMosT oF T !

protection practices in
the mineral sands industry fou
i record of radi

A very
safety, which has still not been
fixed

The Western Australian go-

en rocked by

vernm
scan
with big business.
and Co think they're [
in the current proposal
most of the propose
ments will be in remote
with little electoral clout.

Graeme Haynes

NEW RIGHT _m‘

Red face on
red scare

“VARIOUS newspaper reports
. altributed comments fo me
suggesting that Mr David
Parker and ... Mr Peter Dowd-
ing had trained in the Soviel
Union..."”

So began an ad inserted in the
Western Australian by Charles
Copeman, apologising for any
such supgestions. Given the dis
graceful role played by these an!
other WA Labor Ministers, we
suspect an apology 1o € rorbachey
might be more appropriate

Is exposing its close link
But Dowding
rly safe

ECO

slump?

H S PAUL Keating got
the Australian economy
on the road to recovery?

It might seem like it. Eco
nomic growth has improved
though it’s still nothing to write
home about, inflation is gradual

ly coming down, investment is
finally picking up. Keating
crows t s stern policies were

really for our own good

Of course, our li

stand

{5 have suffered but he can
dways say that will be made
good later on. Socialists |

have an

we had an
0my

wson it wasn't happen
ing brought us to a key part of
Marxist ect |

This is
ar can
cw values, and profits

wre derived from new values
We could show how the post-
ed made
sm far more
and how the

of prof

capital intensive
rate of profit had gone through a

Paul Keating: 100 soon 10 crow

IC AFFAIRS

PSRRI
Has Keating fixed the profit

long decline from the late 1960s
onward. The same pattern
emerged overseas.

The rate of profit had revived
somewhat because of wage cut-
ting from 1982 onwards, we
argued, but was still at histon-
cally low levels. But with low
profit rates, the bosses won't in-
vesl, We had statistics from the
employers themselves 1o prove
all this.

B['T NOW there are new sta-
tistics, from the Economic
Planning Advisory  Council,
which show the rate of profit
has continued to rise in recent
times. It is still not back to
where it in the 1960s, but
it’s high enough that invesiment
is finally starting to pick up, and
surveys indicate it will continue
to grow. Here too, overseas
vrends are broadly similar

z

Were wc wror

for  socialists
ns don't &
We have to see jusl
ter-tendencies are at work,
ust how far they ca
Firstly

the wage c
olm Fraser's w
under La
nt. Lenin
remal y that it
would g 1o say
“there is no way out” of capital
There was always a
way oul, he said, 1 kers were
the pnce. And

ist crisis.

pay we have
addition, speed-up and

worsened conditions generally

Car assembly at GMH: the bosses are finally investing

due to second-tier trade offs
have helped profits recover. But
neither wage cuts nor speed-vp
are sufficient explanation.

AH RTHER boost to profit-
hility has come from the
dramatic revival in commodity
prices, especially for agricultu-
ral products I

The figures show that the big-
gest profit recovery is in the
rural sector. Prices received by
rural employers last year rose by
17 percent. Meanwhile their
costs rose by a miserly 4%
Guess who's getting all the be
nefil from the commodity boom!

Finally, 1t appears that Aus-
tralian industry has become less
capital intensive. Partly this is
the result of the 1982 recession.
One consequence of recessions
is that they help revive profit
rates by “destroying capital.
This means that some firms go
bust, and others can buy up their
machinery and stocks of mate-
nals on the cheap. In dollar
terms, therefore, the ratio of cap
ital to labour falls

This trend has been pushed
along by another development
the fall in the Australian dollar
has made it easier 10 expart.
Until recently, to the govern:
ment’s frustration, firms. didn’t
respond with new investment.
Rather they have used their exisi-
ing capacity more fully. In some
industries this has gone so far
that they are now stretched very

tight.
!‘Su they're using more labour

without using more capital
another way in which indusiry
becomes less capital intensive.
Some indusiries where this trend
is particularly marked are var-
1ous metal products; chemicals,
and textiles, clothing and
footwear.

Just as Marx argued that mak-
ing the system more capital in-
tensive depressed profit rates,
making it less so will revive
them.

We can now see that Marx's
theoret, approach does ex-
plain the mild recovery of our
economy

0 WHAT happens now?
an it go on and on? This is

unlikely.

Tn the short run, commodity
prices  will probably remain
strong,  investment  will flow
through into economic growth
and more jobs, and Keating may
be looking pretty good around

niwally, the long-term
trend will be for weaker com-
modity markets. This is because
the key industrial economics are
finding ways (o use less raw
matenals.

And revived investment, by
making Australia more capital
intensive, will once again put
downward pressure on (he rate
of profit

Even in the short term, there
will be plenty of problems for
the working class. The govern-
ment is nervous about the revi-
val in the domestic economy,
especially in housing. It flears (oo
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JAMES Whilaker, "he

man who REALLY knows
the Rayals" wrote in Bri-
fain's  Mioor recenty:
“The Duchess of York 1S
yemgmbered at schoo! as
a perfect example of 1he
Head Girl who succeeded
in mixng fun with Tespon-
sibilty ..
“She always had &
kgen sense of duty. Once,
al school, she even re-
ported a girl for going out
of bounds fllegally. As a
resut the pupl was
expelied”

Royal flash

WHILE on the Royals,
we fiked the way British
dailly The independent
diemissed the latest royal
birth in ane paragraph

Reminds us of he sub-
fime coverage thal the
Brilish Communist Party
daily Moming Star gave
the royal wedding in
1973 “TRAFFIC DIS-

Hard road to the top
“NOW 29, she started oul

was dis-
HILTED: ';r!:m'dnw when
Anne Windsar married
Mark Philips in Wesl-
minster Abbey.”

Heavy petting
LATEST fashion
among New York social-
ftes is lo dye their doggies
ink al §87 a rinse al the
Village Dawg Shop.
But don’t dismiss such
avagance as just an
Amencan folly. Sydney
property millionairess Mi-
chele Benson recently
advertised a $5000 re-
ward in the local paper for
refurn of her missing pet
Burmese cat Kahlua.

Built-in
obsolescence

350 WORKERS at the
Duraced| plant in Sussex,
England, are losing their
jobs .. because the calcu-
|ator batteries they make
are too good!

The company claims
the batteries don't go flat
fast enough and have
killed off demand for re-
placements. Maybe the
workers  should  have
leani from the Coleco
company, which makes
Cabbage Patch dolls

A customar who bought
a doll, complete with binh
cerificate, wrole in com
plaining that it had fallen
apart. Coleco guickly sent
a_one-sheel reply from
“Cabbage Patch Land .
the doll's death certricate!

tin the fashion industry the

hard way, by working for the Sandy Shaw label, owned
by her father, chartered accountant John Cranfield ..
She was left with 51 million worth of stock, which
crealad huge problems.” [The Ausiraian, Seplember
3, on Sydney fashion millionairess Fobbie Cranfield.)

Silvertail Bab

re by Kerry Packer, now Aus

THOUGHTFUL gest! 1 h
frlgis y b Hawke some of his
trafia's richest man .. "‘es’m‘s::mw European silver to

precious collection of

decorate the Lodge.
I's a cosy arange

some more credi W

the silver spoon thal Kenry w:
and the public pays te

collection. Nie, Huh?

L, A FRIENDS = MY
[ApuisERs BAVE TouD ME
& OXT AND M MORE |
WITH ORDINARY PEOPLE-
So HERE. | AM

~|T

Leadership
material

OUR Canbera spy re-
porls that Paul Keating
has a succession plan
vill solve everybody's
nblems  Bob Hawke lo
take over the leadership
of the Liberal Party!

Fast forward
AN television

station: e COME Up

with a sneaky ploy fo
n mare ads
speeding up

X-TV in Miami cut
a whole 12 minutes off the
running tme of Casa-
bianca recently, witho
editing the film at all. Bo-
gey and Bergman just
moved a littie quicker and

ment all around Packer buys
iih his “mate” . Bob gels o admire
as born with in his mouth
bill for insuring Kerry's

gabbled a bit when t
talked

But theyll have
speed up most sh
much more 1
get viewers fo sil throug
them. Amercan TV au-
diences are so dissal
fizd with whal's
1o them these da:
the average
wall st 3.7

Women's role
*THE Canberra Times
ran this ad last month

exp necessary. We

equal opportunity
employer
*BICENTENARY com

memorative bith cerif
cates issued by the NSW

c
but none for

over

i

damage 10
objected

Supply-side
economics
Reagar
budgete

sluck fast 1o the

al  joker

had his

atter a

Admi

FROM PAGE 5

Keating

much money will go into our
huuses, and also that we will fill
them up with imported goods
like washing machines. This
elashes with Keating's desire 1o
channel resources into export in-
dustries and reduce imports.

Once again, workers

of the piece.
Keating will probably

interest rates fairly high o
dampen the d.umes'hg aoon:?mt;
and that will make things har&
for new home buyers, Mean
while he is allowing our taxes 10
IL:N ll:nug.h “bracket ereep”
5 our miserly national But 1989 will @ 2
:wau:c“kgﬂ_l PULUS into higher  battleground. i
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Which brings us back to Len-
in's remarks. Socialist theory ex-
plains how the system repeated-
ly moves into crisis, but there is
always a way out for our rulers
il the working class is prepared
1o pay the price. Under the La-
bor government we have paid a
high price, even at times when a
stronger economy pave us the
patential bargaining power to
T f:r:? win higher wages and better
lies find their “Labor” govern-
menlk casting them as the villains — and 1989 looks like

conditions

another. As the economy grows
keep  somewhat, and the employers
make investments, a militant
struggle could ensure that some
of the benefits go o workers.
Simon Crean and the ACTU
mede sure this year that they

didn't

1988 has been such a year,

— Tom O'Lincoln

being

“Our re o
Frecord profits are ealing up our valuable tax losses!

al weapons
1 §158 million
roduce more of them!

COVER STORY

Unionists rally for higher pay; women workers stage a hunger strike. Japanes

management technigues

se unions are fighting an uphill battle against clever

How they mauled Japan’s

unions

ODAY WE hear a lot about “Jaj
anese management technigu
These are work practices drawn from
(largely American) sources.
have been further developed,
d by the Japanese ruling
class with traditional models of enter-
prise unionism, in order to boost pro-
and undermine more militant
forms of working class organisation.
The enterprise union model was bomn
n after Japan's emergence from feudal
in 1868, Feudal influences encou
paternalistic relations between bosses and
workers, and i in tum allowed the em
ployers 1o buy off the oyakara, the sort of

highly skilled workers who clsewhere
founded independent trade unionism.
Th Lara embraced company aims for

stushin kayo: lifctime employment with pay
and promotion based on senionty

Workers' organisations were sporadically
banned and persecuted until the
Constitution guaranteed the right 10 org
ize. 6.6 million workers availed themselves
of this opportunity by 1949, In the following
years the bosses (and the postwar US occu-

pation administration) went on the offen-
sive, sacking thousands of unionisis.
Capital unleashed an “island by island

to regain the “nght to manage
Their strategy was to mobilize all their
resources in each individual dispute, and
wipe out militant unions AL targel
enlerpriscs.

A major showdown oecurred at Nissan in
1953-54, where stking workers faced a
lock-out enforced by hired thugs. After four
months the company produced a “union”
out of their Accounts Departm with &

Australian employers are using new management techniques.
Qur feature looks at their frightening implications.

lor-made motto; “Those who truly love
1 love their company.”

was the sweetener for those
who would accept it. The militant union was

smashed.

ANAGEMENT now set about res-
ucturing the workforece, as part of
its gorika rationalisation plans.

In the late 1950s the steel bosses phased
out old-style foremen who had been part of
the shopfloor workteam and belonged to the
union, replacing them with a *work-chiel™
(sagy who was management’s agent
on the shop floor. This atomized workers
and placed them individually under the conl-
trol of management

New technical processes drastically re-
duced the size of the workforce on the shop
floor, They were required Lo possess basic
scientific and mathematical knowledge in
place of traditional craftsmanship. The new
¢ not bound to a specific trade
¢ workers became mult-functional,
ere moved constantly 1o meet pro

ion requirements.
This meant that shopfloor based worker
salidarity was further undermined. Central-
isation of production by computerisalion
also helped reduce the power of shop-floor
unionism

Management collected data about moods
in the workplace and reacted to wage de-
mands with a “one shot reply” which short-
circuited union structures. They replaced the
established seniority wage system with hier-
archically structured ranks and wage scalcs,
in which a semiority wage Was combined
with an efficiency wage, both subject 10

Today there is a hierarchy of subcontrac-
tors fanning out from around the major
corporations, which further divides the
workforce. Workers in the first level of sub-
contractors eam 74 percent of wages camed
in the corporation. The second level sub-
contract workers eam 60 percent. [ the
third level, they get 50 percent.

Regular employees, if they are competi-
tive, are promoted. Sub-contract workers
remain marginalized. This segregation
shields capital from the threat of workers
uniting

Recently, employers have been pushing
the “flexible time system” under which
working hours are calculated over a week
instead of a day. So you might work 6 hours
one day and 10 the next, at ordinary rates
of pay. This is a disaster for women with
childcare responsibilities.

In the face of union demands for shorter
hours, the bosses have come up with the
Working Hour Act, which is supposed 1o
reduce hours of work from 48 per week to
40, But there's a catch. [t's up to the Ministry
of Labour to say when a firm must reduce
its hours. Small and medium sized firms can
refuse, and big firms already work 40 hours.
The firms that cause the problem are the
ones who get let off the hook!

F COURSE Japanese workers have
often fought back. The Shunfo Spring
Labour Offensive became famous after ils
inception in 1955. The Offensive sets the
wages and conditions of about 80 percent of
trade unionists, and also serves as & bench-
mark for public sector workers (under a
no-strike clause).
But while the Shunto was a strong rally-
ing point_initially, it has declined more
recently. This is due 10 fragmented local
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bargaini level, which
bargaining at the enterprisé whi
i nds and organisation
b ol hudrE al w"iarl"
jons are. weakened by
’i;';e“:l;mwmm (which is masked by
government “massaging” of the jobless fig-
ures), and the movement of production is
offshore due to the Fising value of the Yen.
Japanese firms move
inevitably take their management methods
with them and some of the clearest lessons
can be learned from US experience.
Waorkers find that with the union comprom-
ised and shopfloor strength gutted, the cor-

0 KNOWS more about your
jub — you or your hoss? You do,
of course. And now some of the newest

management  theories, with fancy
names like Total Quality Control and
Just-In-Time, have recognised this fact.

But the mew management lechnigues
don't aim to put us in conrol of industry.
Rather they want o con us into taking
responsibility for making production more
efficient, while keeping overall control for
themselves. And while they're at it they aim
to weaken our unions, and our ability to
resist atlacks on our wages and conditions.

No, BOB HASN'T
FORGOTTEN THE
WORKING €LaSS...!

SUBSCRIBE TO

Sociaust |
ACTION =

10 issues .

57 20issues . . $13

Brunyases 3356

[Cheues pavable 10 Socinlist Action
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porations g0 on o demand further

concession 3
As a trade unionisl in Detroit pll:h:':
“Once they take )'nut‘_pﬂwc( away, Y

come affer your moneys

Once supervisors get the hang of 'heé‘:‘”
methods they can be prefty agEressive 8 ut
implementing them

A apanese supervisor visiting Nissan's
plant in Smyma, Tennessee took his Amer-
ican counterpart aside after observing the
underbody line where engines are installed.
“You're cr. Only 17 doing this job. In

In Australia it's industries at the cutting
edge of new technalogy (like wehicle build-
ingJ, or restructuring (like the steel industry)
that have been the first to introduce these
new methods, The Confederation of Aus-
tralian Industry sums up what the employers

re afier:

“The higher levels of cooperation and mut
ual commitment . can conibute fo the
processes of industry restmueturing, the remo-
val of restrictive work practices, the develop
ment of flexibility that is critical fo coping
with techrological chang

“Industrial democracy” 1s the first step in
the process. Workers are consulted about
how to make things wark better, in order to
foster the idca that we're all in the same
boat — workers and bosses alike — and
headed for the sume goal Of course, the
goal turns out to be higher profits.

If we're all headed for the same goal
wha's the best way of achieving " Better
quality control is part of it, as is cutting
down on waste. Workers know best how to
do this. The new management technigues
are designed to make you work harder and
get you to come up with bright ideas, all at
the same time.

Employees are grouped i (eams, and
these teams are responsible for all sieps in
the production or processing of a particular
item. Quality 1s checked at every stage, not
just at the end. As one writer pu‘ls it, “every
work station is an inspectorate”. And at
each stage, they want to make the work-
force police itself. An office worker in the
US is quoted as saying, “If we really are
work station professionals we've got to learn
how to control ourselves.”

EMBERS in the team meet in “qual-
ity circles” to plan the job and dis
I SCUSS
Pmdnﬂ«m‘pmhlams In Ford Australia, at
any one time aboul 20 percent of the
warkforce are involved in a quality circle
In addition, the new methods aim o cut
wasle. Storage, transport and handling of
components can account for aver 90 per
cent of costs, and Just-In-Time mana| »eul| J
aims 10 cut this down. Once g ubin :t:“
pressure is on the workers el T
With JIT it's up to the we
rke 1Es
to decide when 0 order and ;:I;;e“:—;rlr:ﬂ:‘
nents, or when 10 starl and stop pmdunilsjm.

Japan we have 2
In the 1930s it was not so much w
but arbitrary management and the m,: =
ing pace of work that sparked the pres

n working class struggles v\?hi::

Americ
huilt strong unions in basic industry, Tog
the new management techniques are hEiF)
used o roll back US workers” historic gin:
as they were previously used agains the
unions in Japan. c
Our Australian rulers are now sefting
put to do the same o us.
Chris Roe

How they want to con us

Everything is ordered ot brought into pro-
duction “just in time” so there’s no
keep large stocks of materials or f
goods,

Adelaide Griffin Press saved up o
$400,000 this way. But supposedly it's good
for the workforce too, with employees hav-
ing more say in their jobs. which in tum
means greater job satisfaction. The bossesin
turn benefit through lower absenteeism and
fewer strikes. Everybody's happy

The ALP and our union leaders have
joined the chorus of applause for “Quality
management  met Victoria's labour
minister Steve Crabb speaks of employees’
“right 1o influence the dec

ol

their lives”, (Meanwhile 15
builders’ labou
own union.)

Chris 1, a researcher for the metal

applauds the
changes in attitudes” he
workers in heavy en
a “real breakthrough” in industrial relations

But who has made the breakthrough?

Listen to Michacl Hewit, a Metl
Workers Union rep at Dunlop Olympic. He
and his fellow workers opposed the intro-
duction of quality circles, which they said
“hecome a Junior Achievement style
agement training ground, where people
leam to think and act like managers”

Or consider the views of workers at Mel
bourne's government ordnance factories,

Quality eircle: it's the boss who benefits:

L —

A US trainee joins in warm- E e:ermses-al a Japanese plant. The new management
[L

techniques will strain more than your muscles.

who opposed *'industrial demacracy” on the
prounds that managemenl was trying 1o
take away nghts we've had here for de
cades.” In particular, management wanted
1o by-pass established union organisation on
the job: They hate the mittee most
of all, because it unites the various trades
and non-trades groups

con

MERICAN labour movement activists,
who've had longs erience with the
new technigues, have identified the funda-
mental problems with them. One writer
points oul
‘Increased participation is not the same as
er. It is not even a siep towards power
hen the participation undermines the only
real power the workers still have — the power
1o act collectively

Machinists in the US summed up their
feelings this way: X

“The simple reason is thai we don't like
cooperating on the shop floor while we're
being mugged by management at the plant
gate

There are two ways in which “Quality”
ement can undermine militant trade
unionism. To the extent that workers accepl
the illusion of democracy on the job, they
will start to feel they don’t need unions. The
sight of Simon Crean helping Bob F
impose repeated wage cuts can only encour
age such feelings.

To the extent that workers resist the new
methods, they are likely to find their union
officials emerging as industrial palice and
forcing the changes down the throats of
emplo

Ken MecNaughton, General Manager of
Hexham Engineering, knows all about that
He tried 1o introduce employee participation
for three years with no success. Then the
union officials stepped in o help. *The
union and us are lalking a very similar
language,” he crows

McNaughton leaves little doubt whose
side these union officials are on: “The cm-
ployees have still ta come to gnps with it .
In the past they have been told not to trust
the bastards, now they are being told to talk
1o us"

e

NION officials, and rightward maving
ideologues like Socialist Forum, tell the
rank and file that the new managemenl
methods open up a way for workers to gain
greater power: “A magnificent journey of
political reform and extension of democrat-
ic rights,” one of them calls il
But where workers take these clams
are soon brought up against

senously, they
sober reality.

In TQC workshops at the Bureau of
Siatistics in Melbourne, workers sugpested
they didn’t need managers under the new
scheme. The workshop organiser imme-
diately replied that suggestions had to be

“achicvable, and | have a sneaking suspi-
cion that's not” Sneaking suspicion? Actu-
ally, the Confederation of Australian Indus-
try has made it very clear that real power
will still reside with the boss:

The test of employee participation i nat
the warm [ self satisfoction. It & the
cold hard economic reality of performance. It
is critical that the processes of employee
parficipation are not applied in siich a way as
1o destray management’s abiliry 1o take cru-
cial decisions when required.”

Obviously we have to fight against the
encroachments of “Quality” management
techniques. Yet like all major changes in
capitalism, their introduction also brings with
it opportunities for socialists

When the bosses admil we know how to
make decisions, when they talk about de-
mogracy, they raise 1ssue which socialists
can seize upon. Once the issue of who runs
the workplace is opened, it is not s0 € ily
closed. That is what Richard Griffiths from
Southern  Cross Engineering is worried
about when he says.

“We are probably taking the dangerois
route from d management pe sint of ViEw, af
organising labour 1o be more 4-,‘\w||wHa' and
communicanve.” 4

Socialists and militants in the unions il

nd themselves discussing TQC and similar
methods more and more. While we yarn of
the dangers, it is also important that we
seize the oppertunity to argue for 8 jpositive
alternative: a suciety in which workers real-

W )

Sociaust ¥ Action

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the creation of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the kay
decisions about economic and social
life. Countries like Russia and China are
bureaucralic class societies, and have
nothing in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
rience of Labor in power has shown the
bankruptcy of afempts to tinker with the
existing capialist system. The capitalists
will nol allow a peaceful, parfiamentary
road fo socialism. Their state is a weapon
of olass rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Waorkers' Party

‘Workers need a revolutionary party.
The working ¢lass cannot make a revolu-
tion through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need to
organise too. Today we work to build a
stronger revolutionary movement out of
\he struggles being waged on the job and
around social protest issues. Tomorrow
we must creale a mass workers party to
Jead the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
¢lass exists in all countries, and the strug-
gle for socialism Kknows no national barn-
ars. A socialist revolution cannol sUrvive
wilhin a single country. It must be spread
1o other countries or il will {ail. For these
reasons we are building & worldwide
maovement, and we oppase measures like
protectionism which lum the workers of
one country against others. Only under
worldwide socialism can \here be an end
1o war and the threat of nuclear war, and
an end to the abuse of the environment.

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for liberation and against the
oppression of women, blacks, migrants
and gays. All of these forms of oppression
are used 10 divide the working class. The
fight against them is an essential part of
building a united revolutionary movement
They can only be ended through ending
capHalism and building socialism.

Socialist Action

We are for Socialist Action. [I's no
goad just talking about the waorld: the paint
s to change it. Marxist theory and propa-
ganda are only meaningful f they aré &
guide to action. In the unions, social mave-
ments and wherever people are fightin
for a better world, soclansts are in the thicl
of the fight that's where you wanl o be,
join us ‘oday!

ly do run industry demucrnliullyl i

P
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Ting 150 miles to see it. They
refused to cross u picket line
of Hoyts workers, who wenl
out on strike
September.

Hoyts Enteriainment in Vie-
{oria, NSW, SA and WA directed
all their employees to sign indi-
vidual contracts. But a lot of
Hoyts workers objected, s0 the
bosses threatened them with the
sack

Since 1981 the Theatrical and.
Amusement Employees union
[ATAEA] has negotiated wages
and conditions for its members
at Hoyts, Greater Union and Vil-
Jage cingmas. In May @ ncw
agreement had been negotiated
“in principle” with the three
companies.

Many workers were annoyed
that this agreement included re-
duced staffing levels. Where onc
usher had previously serviced
two cinemas, ey were now ex-
pected to service three (though
with reduced tasks). But
members voled to accept the
agreement.

Hoyts bosses originally said
they'd accept it oo, Then at the
end of July they began to renege.
A month later, while Greater
Union and Village abided by the
agreement, Hoyts  presented
cach of their employees with a
TEW COBIraCL.

This included an undentaking
that workers would “take no
sirike action, stoppages or work
limitations™. It also gave Hoyts
the right 1o sack people “without
any notice or payment in liew of
notice". Since the SEQEB power
workers  were  defeated  in
Queensland, contracts of this
sol  have become  more
common.

All this, plus Hoyts wanted 1o
reduce staff even further. Those
nol sacked would be over-
worked. Armed with modern
umm.'@"'?gf‘ Hoyts” ultimate in-

n is for two staff to
up 1o cight cinemas. Wm?lg
fire or a fight broke out?

'Hoyts exploits, say striking
workers

On the picket line at Hoyts; members of the public show support

So much for respecting the
“neutral umpire™ If the workers
had refused to abide by arbitra
tion, every newspaper in the
country would be howling

Unfortunately, not all Hoyis
workers went on strike. Previous
strikes have closed the cinemas
down, but this time they could
screen films, as many projec
tionists have scabbed Why is
this?

Until recently, the ATAEA
was considered the “projection
1518 union” in ¢inemas. This re
presented an aititude amongst
some workers that projectionists
were superior to “front of house
staffl. But as more cleaners,
ushers and box office workers
Joined the union, it had to ad-
dress their concerns as well
Many projectionists didn't like
that.

As the dispute affects “front
of house™ staff the most, man
agement has exploited these div-
isions. Suddenly they refer 0
projectionisls as “executives”.
Their tactics were so successful
thal a few Melbourne projec-
tionists have been flown to re
place strikers in Adelaide.

On the other hand, Greater
Union and Village workers have
actively supported the strike,
joining picket lines in Sydney
and Melbourne. Thousands of

cinema-goers have respected the
pickets. Plumbers, electricians
and other workers employed on
Hoyts-owned building sites have
placed bans in essential areas

It's been a difficult dispute.
But the strikers have shown a
fighting spirit that the rest of
the labour movement could
learn a lot from.

— Louise Walker

PUBLIC SERVICE w

Sell-out
slammed

LEADERS of the biggest
public service union recently
got a slap in the face from
members fed up with wage
deals that leave us out of
pocket,

The ACOA held mass meet-
ngs on wages which were ex
pected (o ratify the outcome of
the national wage case without
more than token opposition. But
this time the opposition was
voeal and organised in both Syd-
ney and Melbourne. 2

The wages offer was pitiful,
:padge iin:?llnll;f o continued

utting. Nobody even talks
1abuut a 6% wage rise anymore,
et alone the 7% needed (o keep
ump&\::::h the CPL. And at mass
ngs in Sydney, Liverpool

iind Melbourne the ul‘ﬁr'mml-
l:m was rejected. In Liverpool
€ union leaders could only
m\]l;lcsr igu'ee voles for it,

0 sydney the opposition wa
ﬂlﬂ\'\dw after bureaucratic mzlT

eviing within Rank and File

Action (the

group in the “”’I‘ll]\’!‘l:-'lI‘.::]r';llt)\]l]un
E urned 3
motion to reject the deal. State
Sccretary and RFA  member
Trevor Deeming was then able
1o support the official deal
though with some reservations

These divisions meant that the
alternative proposals also got no
majority at the Sydney meeting,

I'h ational tally suppungd
the of 1 motions. But winning
or losing this particular vote
wasn't the main issue. Much
more important was what hap-
pened before the meetings and
what possibilities this raises for
the future.

In Melbourne rank and file
activists called am organising
meeting to plan the alternative
motion and leaflet, then ga-
thered support in workplaces
Some were so enthusiastic they
organised meetings at work and
faxed the motion and leaflet
around to fellow workers. The
mood of hostility to wage scll-
outs they sparked has continued
to grow. Since the dispute,
members in the Melbourne Bu-
reau of Statistics have organised
a protest letter to ACOA and
APSA  officials, signed by
hundreds of unionists.

Given that Sydney activisls
only had a couple of days to
organise after the REA's initial
decision was reversed, their
strong showing was
encouraging.

The recent rank-and-file led
strike in Sydney Social Security
demonstrated that militant alter-
natives can work in practice
Now activists in Melbourne are
also looking for something bel
ter than than the on-going Rob-
son rip-offs

Liz Ross

Robson: rolled

SOLIDARITY

(OLISH workers certain-
ly aren’t givi

ding their bu-
reaucratic rulers an easy
time.

Back in May, an cruption of
strike action shook the Jaruzels
ki regime. Al that time the go:
vernment was able to quash the
movement by a mixture of brutal

increases 10 sel

But in August the
came back stronger than before

On 15 Aug ers al
Silesia’s Manifest Lipocow)
mine went on stnke. Occupying
the pit, ¢ issued a list of 22
demands which included a 60
percent pay
ditions and t
victimized a
the top of the list was a d
that the ban on Solidanty be
lifted.

wy coal

more than
second week

action had sy
and transport
in, Poland’s most imp

100,000 workers

enterprises.
vernment’s first e

sponse was (o repeat the tactics
that had worked in May. And
big plants, such

v railway works

and the Huta Warzsawa steel
works, did collapse after receiv-
Ing vague assurances ol conces
sions. But in other areas the re
gime had to impose a curfew.

and not police stormed bus and
tram depots in Szczecin, None of
these methods were enough (o
break the sinke wave

A major military conlronta
tion might have mobilised more
workers, and would have jeo
pardized Jaruzelski's attempls o
improve the country's intema
tional image

The demand for legalization
of Solidarity was winning wider
support than in May. What was
the government Lo do?

TER Lech Walesa, Dur-
ng the last few years he has
y as the only

p the regime
solve its econom 1
crisis. But that would require its
legalization, and this has been
Walesa's key demand — some-
times to the exclusion of basic
day to day issues facing
workers,

Striking shipyard workers in Gdansk, Walesa on the march: is 8
conflict emerging between them?

Lech and the
militants:
Poles apart?

Walesa thinks the econom)
can be reformed through res-
tructuring and privatising some
enlerprises — 4 View very sim-
ilar to that held by Jlaruzelski
and his supporters in the Com-
munist Party

‘Walesa and his supporters
have hoped to win the support of
a conciliatory grouping inside
the Communist Party

Until now, Jaruzelski's posi-
tion of complete hostility ow ard
Solidarity has prevailed and the
regime has sought 1o “norma-
Jise” Poland with a combination
of reform and repression: for ex
ample, the sacking of union ac
tivists on the one hand, and the
liberalisation of the media on the

mﬁ; at the end of August, with
the strikes still holding, the Bo-
yenment adopted a new ap:
proach offering o hold talks
with Walesa on broad Imlu{[r';;\
and economic guestions s
b o through for him,
beeause it meant recognition ;‘\f
Solidarity a8 representing the
workers. But for the strikers, 1t
was fraught with problems.

ALKS were only (0 !:roceed.

if all industrial action w&:
J ¢l the governmen!
iﬂﬁ& ;mmi:ﬁ and granted
N0 CONCESSIONS:

Walesa now demonstrated his

value to the government: after

exlensive tours of the country he
managed to persuade the var-
ious strike commitiees to call off
their srikes. This wasn't easy
‘The workers” movement has be-
come polarised since Solidarity
was driven underground in
1981, with the older leaders
growing more  conservative
while younger and more radical
activists came on the scene.

It took Walesa several hours
of debate o convince the com-
mittee at his own workplace, the
Lenin Shipyard. In Silesia, the
Manifest Lipocowy mine held
out until Walesa personally visit-
ed the nccupation, and even then
it took eight hours of argument
to convince them.

Following the retumn to work,
many activists have been victim-
ized by the police, and after two
series of high level negotiations
the govemnment is no closer to
legalizing Solidarity

The party may decide to give
the union de facto recognition oF
official status in certain work-
places, a compromise Walesa
would accepl

§ WITH our own Simon
Crean, collaboration be-

tween Walesa and the govern-
ment is likely to bring him into
conflict with workers who, bear
the brunt of restructuring. His
advisor Jacek Kuron gave a hint
of this possibility recently when
he commented:

“In the condinians of economic
ruin, it iy impossible to have a
joint fight for increases in salaries
for all the workers. This unu_u
only lead to price increases, while
slopping price FICTEASES W otaled re-
sull in market shortages ™

But many workers will want
to fight. After the stoppages
ended, workplace commitiees
began openly signing up union
members. The enthusiasm of the
rank and file was soon demon-
arated, with more than 4000
workers at the Nowa Huta steel
mill in Krakow taking out mem
bership, followed by thousands
more in the Gdansk shipyard.

They will be impatient »ih
ratten deals. As another Solid
ity advisor bluntly told the Wa-
shington Post: i
h"’ﬁ"ﬁsw uys see Walesa, with
his fai belly and his big house
and his Nobel Prize, and they
themselves  have _mothing ...
Eventually they will find one of
their ewn ta lead them, and he
will not agcessarily be as com-
mitted (0 n!g;rmﬂlllﬂll and non-
i as Lec
D Phillip Whirefield

PAGE 10 — S50CIALIST ACTION SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE "

__/_,_/—/",,/ E I




Wi
this year, Czechoslo-
vakia was pripped by

the famous reform move-

ment known as the “Prague

Spring"™

Today, a similar rclorm
movement (s underway in the

[USSR, yet the comparison 15 one

\he Russian rulers are very ner

ot, The reason 1s that

HISTORY

A tragic

ending to the

political groups outside the rul-
ing Mational Front was illegal
The Communist Party was sill a
structure for imposing bureau-
cralic class interests on society.
The unrest began 1o spread
outside Czechoslovakia. March
saw students demonstrate in

this point Russian and allied ar-

‘ L]
9 Warsaw, and for o week they
|ng bartled police in Polish towns. At

wvous_abo I
you're 3 parcy the Czech u\prlrimcmlw ent "o C\‘::;‘ 1‘;‘:{;1“‘1;;3:1;;!;;‘:;:
i far” as ultimately crushe .
! t of Empklny :‘ITR:S‘{_l‘: JI‘”:'“‘"" MELY 2 traint from the people, casualties
ment, Education and e "\‘Jhr"E‘nu‘mmnm Party Lt Lo
. Bt come to power in 1948 i Dubcek was arested, but
just for you. But Through workers' revolu Ldamc back from Russia a few
don’t celebrate yet. hy seizing full control of ‘:?ml:lf;"“ gﬁﬁ:ﬁ:;.ﬂc “r:':.‘f’
vernment in which' they e 3
The grgvcrxl_l:lesnhm_:ﬂ;mé? G already participants. In support Er‘::drg'c.teli igziﬂ:r:g lc[ial:‘lrcgr:
Jook as thoug! I"’| \ovrrFtnL e — of this coup, & one-hour general who had most strongly opposed
o drike was organiscd by Novomny. This was bound (o
“c;ms Eand satisfy ifdusln"s munist union officials and & spark resistance
g:;d.sfnr'hehcrlraining—all al ry mim\‘n;..:r\_ :m:J a
{he same time. They have come “;"“ A Y N NOVEMBER hundreds of
with two new schemes © A e T il R thousands demonstrated. In

Ip” long term unemployed
adults, who make up 27 percent
of all unemployment
beneficiaries.

The names of the new pro-
grams would intrigue George
Orwell.

“Nonsense, Brownley. You tol
you couldn’t survive on what I pay

_ so the scheme does litde
about the main reason sole par

pay higher duties. Yet there is
money for the Department (0

d me three months ago
you, and here you are

entrances, where people will be
urged not to touch the contragts

Workers who ref
demonstrations in support were
bashed

The change of government
meant no improvement for
workers: in fact during 1949 the
situation worsened as holidays

January 1969, student Jan Pal-
ach set fire to himself in protest
and 800,000 people took to the
streets.

Workers began to organise
strikes, first over wages and con-
ditions and then over demands

! i . were reduced and the rk A Fofiit
X ents don't go 1o work to begin  continue to pay the salary of the But just refusing to sign is too i for rank and file control of un
NEWSTART i G - e gt At ek increased rin ik g ;
-ﬁwN W; = :ﬁ'{“d:iﬂfﬁﬁ with industrial officer who spends  passive. We will need rallies, ‘“Illi':\‘l‘r‘_‘ e I,‘_“"‘“ “I‘I‘“”m jons. Rail, steel and Ljarvfnarknr\
advaﬁg mmﬂmkm”:mnm_ OF course, there will also be a|fwo/days a week at the Depart-  marches and student sirikes 10 o l"-““:“""‘ i demanded  demosratisation
ged ) 3 community awareness cam-  mentof Veterans Affairs in Mel-  bring together those who want ey Faclories sent messages o stu-

ent withits goals of social justice
and the alleviation of poverty”
But by ear-marking places for
adulls in subsidy programs

paign to challenge common ste-
reotypes of sole parents”. Big
deal

bourne. He's there to sort out the
unionists, who are too militant
for the govemment's liking

to fight. Otherwise, as with pre
VIOUS its, the campaign
will lose momentum.

Czechoslovakia was one of
the most 1ndustri
of the Eastern Eur

dents holding a sit-in, and the
students replied.
“The working class wants so

p : ! L% A 5 3 ZErey > 2 tries, and its capit were cialism with a human face,” they
which previously went [0 young These programs don't mean a Yl iTs not clear that those Recently, 40 students occu in constant demand in places declared. The message was fel-
people, the real effect is 1o pres- ‘nrcuklhru_ugh for the unem- WhorunDEET are competent to pied the Canberra Department + and Poland. So for exed from one factory 10 the
cure thase who have received the ployed. Given thal the actual son anyone out Take its al- of Employment, Education and e could pro L, Workers pledged strike ac

dole for more than 12 months
i jobs they don't want.

There will be no more jobs
?lmm]‘ly created. But intensive
interviews and eloser policing
will put the heat on people,

number of jobs will remain the
same, they will simply recycle
existing jobs around to different
groups of people. And other pro-
grams will suffer. For example,
it is an open secret in the De-

tempts to formulate corporate
objectives. In classic “Yes Minis-
ter” prose, a Departmental brief
sums up DEET's clear sense of
purpose:

“Our overriding aim every

Training. In Brisbane 300 stu
dents, who were stopped from
marehing in single file, managed
to reach the Australian Govern
ment offices for a rally. And
Melbourne  saw 400 marcn

vide multerial
Wages rosc 60
1950 and 196

ercent betweer

fion if students were attacked.
But withuut clear direction
and an independent leadership.
the movement began to falter
Once  Dubeck had restored
order, he was sacked in Febru-

partment that the CYSS pro-  ¥ear is fo fulfill our mission, by  through the cit UT BY 1963, the country’s der, o wl censorship returned

minor henefits sucl 3 > . oty ough the city A 3 = ary. In April, ce P

s e w.;ullms gram is about to be axed making progress toward our it is demonstrations like these markets were no longer se Czech demonsirators, 1968: Dubcek lel them down LA

i n you The government's real con- goals.” which have forced the govern i‘)[\n-_“lh\lil. East Germany and followed.

L cern is (o redirect education a — Janey Stone  ment to o fefend them- aland could produce their own i 3 g 3 . . ot thse days are far from
The pmﬁmm includes a “re-  iraining to help with the restruc ‘mw‘"\l{r\”ﬁ‘:'lthr:: |Lu|:\| :‘m industrial goods, and Crechoslo-  Ere1any Novotny. So the re- tories making promises of their Ll el

ciprocal obligation” which re- turing of indusiry. The goal is o debate students om  mational vakia began to suffer from formers  began nising o oW, i and dlso among Russia’

quires you o “fake advantage” !NCTease the profitability of bus television : competition. dump Novotny, with Alexander

_ whatever employment or
lraining opportunilies are of-

iness, not help the unemployed
The importance the Labor go

SuoeNts gy

Opponents of the tax A€

Unsaleable goods were stock
piled. Reduced fore

Dubcek playing

a leadin

is did not

o March 1365, i break the Soviet Union have raised the

Novotny fought back, and  representalive

Today, the “glasnost” reforms in

: n . e excited the
4 ! Tt o e support currency i o e 0 ad heen  same hopes that once excite

fered. This is an extension of the  Yermment now place on educa No contract ];’(l'”:h;‘; I‘ ‘r'::‘l"n‘(‘ e carnings cut the country's ability  leading generals considered o with the past L’i""‘ﬁ"-‘.i‘ e e in ihe“PraE
existing work test, and (o police 1o and training is reflected in 3 e i 10 buy raw malerials and food. military coup but quick counter- g stalinist in (e Past o Yet the Russian author-

it the Commonwealth Employ-
ment Service will work cl%sc);y'
with Social Security.

'“‘}eﬂ there is “JET™ a “volun-
tary” program (o assist sole sup-
porting parents inwo  employ-
ment. About 40 percent of sole
pamnm 1 ;I;'l!:l)lltl:s will be in the

it thi is
ﬂimﬂr:ll. is program s

The idea is 1o offer them ed-
ucation and retraining opportun-
mi:gd child care duning their

a . But child ca
will m@yﬁnr?nd e available [ur':

short time after they stari work

the Department’s nsing status. In
the recent budger, the DEET
portfolio was expanded more
than any other.

Yet there will be few extra
staff w do all the extra work.
While DEET uses Vince Sorren
1i in flash advertising to create a
trendy public image, and Minis-
ter Dawkins makes weighty pro-
nouncements, staff are facing
the same restructuring and cuts
that are hining the rest of the
public service.

_ Of course, the belt tightening
is selective. We are told there is
no money to fill positions and
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no tax!

THE AUGUST budget threat-
ens _aiudenl._s with the prospect of
having o sign a contract before
enlering a tertiary institution
next year,
m;[hs ;umrm would make
those who sign liable for costs
lura:uf-re_d while continuing their
ucation. Bul students are pre-
paring to fight back
In Melbourne a “don't sign”
t;mmign 5 abowt o
unched. First semester next
year will see pickets at university

of Socialist Action spoke 1o the
Tax Department union dele
gates' committee. The meeting
voted to condemn the tax, and
demanded the Department pay
it for any of its employees doing
COUTSES,

Activists have distributed lea
flets 1o all other Tax staff in the
city

Plans to address print and (ax
workers across the country are
underway. With stronger links
between students and workers:
contract and tax forms might
never be printed, and the g0-
vernment's ability to collect the
money could he threatened.

Food queues appeared. In 1963
national income fell by 2 w0 3
per cent

By 1967 a section of the rul
ing bureaucracy decided it was
necessary 1o shed inefficient
areas of production. To make
the economy more competitive
most workers would have 1o
take a cul in living standards. A
minority would be offered in-
centives while 500,000 would
be “redeployed

But the reforms soon ran into
obstruction from  conservative
sections of the bureaucracy,
whose leader was the parly se-

action by the reformers fore-
stalled the threat.

Both sides sought support out-  Russians
side the party. Novotny toured  maintain stal
the country addressing bureau
crals whose positions were un-
der auack, and playing on
workers fears of economic manifesto,
cating mass P!
unresponsive O

change

HE REFORMERS retaliat-

ed by appealing 1o intellec-  “counier-revt:
(uals and students. Protection
was offered to writers who pro-
duced  anti-Novotny material.
pus repression was lifted,  anarchy and

Dubcek's supporters toured fac-

g Rus- Spring C
The ities recently sent police 10 break
could up & demonstration commeno:

bility, but the feud rating the

spent U
sian methd

within the part
forces oulsi ‘ i
intellectuals issued 2 7 s
_‘I’;[Jrl Words, advo- Czechoslovakia

ure 1o TEmove

c

lemned this ..j
g ant ¥ A

meant  have to reckon with the same

rds and repression that faced the
d lead to
sruption”. The re

claimed
“realising (hat
appeals for sin

Czech evenls.

Even the liberal Mascow /.3
has printed & ustification of the
1968  Russi invasion  of

It is clear that if Russian
workers respond (0 Gnglm}m‘ s
reforms by demanding res
power for {hemselves, they will

workers  of Czechoslovakia

ago.
twenlty years |:_ g tog RS

aime reaffirmed that forming

i

SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 13

s

=

e E—EE

—



i A NERVOUS mayor tells

Soweto residents protesting
“We

movement sparked the lag
working class general iin:fgis:l

about a rent inered b history. In Crechoslovakia, Rus-
are all South Africans.” His sian tanks crushed an attempt 1o
s remind you reform Stalinist wialitarianism.

In Vietnam the Tet Offensive
shook the Americans, while at

style and pol
of Juhn Howard. He is, how-

| ‘ Wm"mmnmm

ever, h!u\'r- o o :nmde éJs blacks rioted in a

v A cop shoves and pusnes i undred cities,

but..” these days, an anti e Hlack activists — com 5 b
,\ﬂnﬂiﬂlﬂbﬁimﬂ'ﬂ‘ ta fol- = les — to their prison cell. He rom Mexico 1o Berlin and

from Yugoslavia o Northem
Ireland, workers and students
launched huge struggles.

Jow. At other times it |II:'€
been anti-Aboriginal, anti-
Ttalian, or anti-Semitic.

The ferm “racist” is no longer
fashionable, yet pplk show a
majority of Australians opposed
1o Asian immigration. [n most
workplaces you can find some-
ane who claims Asians are tak
ing the best jobs and housing

That doesnt mean most
| workers are thorough-going bi-

| gots. Most people have a mix-
ture of opinions abou their fel-
Jow humans, some rational and
others prejudiced. Genuine ra-
cists, and political opportunists

is also blick
i 00, She

Chns Harman's new book
The Fire Last Time: 1968 and
After covers all this and more,
But what makes it special is that
he doesn’l just describe what
happened — he explains it.

crease for her meagr
dwelling from the Ic
munity council. Yet the roads are
unmade, and it’s taken donkey's
years lo get any amenites This
% the settmg for the film
Maparitsuld

Panic lives in a tiny shack at
the back of Ma Mobise's house
He is urbane, cool, never
Joss for a word. |
those around hir
1 to Johannesburg. Bul he
poes [0 snatch purses and lift
Wallets. The local bus is his get

He begins with the “Long
Calm” after World War IL, when
an economic boom depressed
working class struggle and when
much of the socialist movement
fell into despair and cynicism.

But Harman shows how the
boom was transforming econo-

like John Howard, appeal 10 the

mies and producing brash, new

prejudices in order to keep our away vehic working classes. He points to
minds off the fact thal unem- I - e He is guite oblivious to the et i i
B . | 2 B s e S
caused by capialiom. Asian workers on the picket line ; ca. ‘He is more | I asi
ata M g 1962-63 as a sign of what
B e v 1o ke p elboume car factory: racism can be overcome In struggle. dancing and drinkin ﬁ:L“:U petonss e
1 divided, fighting among our- 10 Facism toward Othello. The  Malaysia or Fiji, racial tensions  among Australian workers, and

bvoled i & black After detailing the preat
: s of 1968 he distusses
what came after: the Italian Hot
Autumn of 1969, Brlish class
battles from 1969 10 1974, the

selves, so that we can't fight
them effectively. So in the cur-
rent wave of racist agitation, the
real culprit is not our misguided
fellow workers but those who

reason is that in Shakespearc’s
ay, black skin did not have the
significance it has
acquired.

between non-white groups are
the left-overs of divide-and-rule
tactics used by
imperialists.

they have been used against us
by our rulers ever since,
European Today, the ir ity of the rul

since

C is no stranger to prison:

Sl L e So what has changed? The Eventually the slave trade be-  ants™ 8 he's: done l‘"“\" for [,‘h‘.rl and E Portuguese Revolution of 1974-
N T, .ma'&;r |7 European imperialism €ame uneconomic, and western  raging open racial bigotry. Aus- bui ; !'\]‘ I 'II‘L‘;':: political pri- e A 5 the revolt that destroyed the
i X and the slave trade colonialism  decline i . il s A LS " - TR Gree ! d  the
from? Actally it a faily new R .l‘,m;:,":]f ““j £ milia Lo oeal SRy e it 1o Hie cll, Al Panic (abave) cares only for ill-gotten oo, but araund him the Greck {d T
industry. Prejudice between dif The first slaves on New World 0 1 5 S0 A0 (WF I;L‘\\ independent, and increasingly ready there. sitling on the con.  Stnugale rages. ‘:1“ it -‘[‘.‘r“n it
e a ; y acism profitable AS : 3l eady there, sitting e s last yei
o e Bl e sonvicts and SURER Y R e crele floor, are a number of e
4 T : ceds skilled immi .
d, ut history records liile < aribbean Indians but they died iy e bt [ S L ne ille l comrades, their politics embla . . L) P

evidence of discrimination on ©ff and were replaced by s p labour, and white  grants, and with its stagnant liv Soied on T ] Finally he looks at how capi
the basis of race unil compara-  10ugher Africans. About 30 mil n::d €S prejudices could be ing standards it cannot el WOt bealbi: = Panic snarls back I talist rule was stabilised. Unlike
tively recently lion Africans were havled across g, 10 keep the working class  cnough of the cei v - many  historians,  Harman

the Atlantic against their will ivided Therefore ' T doesn't believe that the upsurge

B v e i e Tife of Over many decades (hese tac-  Hawke and Simon Crean urge Why are you a terrorist? was an aberration followed by

not so black

. tics have done sterl; o r Stander asks ¢ sertling down. He

3 misery. g erling services  us Lo be tolerant an inevitable settling down.

ﬁg&%&s and Romans for the bosses in Europe, Amer-  Nevertheless, quite a lot of piIERLpIe explains in detail how ihe So-

quest on the e o jran: ica. and ol least in Ausiralia, workers are prey 0 the racist i I Dioks through & = cualist and Communist Parties

e Dl The European conquest of agitation of John Howard, They ic's record. He knows full wel e worked to divert the discontent

et i Lol h:.;d“t s e Qu’lm" meant near-genocide  respond to it not because theyre I:“"‘i e it sbout o inm _ safe  parfiamentary
o right (o gainst the Aboriginal inhabit-  stupid, but because they're wor itical activism channels

sell-rule. But once an i i e v
of the Roman eﬁilrlh::iit:e': anis. The settlers’ drive to widen But he has a plan. Panic, now These parties used their ered:

i
Fra RUSTIALLiais
NO A

ried. Worried about unemploy

citizenship, ethnic origin w S3eEs IaI,C[“ Pawer in the region meant  ment, falling real ws L AlELE alippil,, confused they live With '\Td “‘:‘,:“”“J‘:: ibility with the working classes
bindrance i £ was no k_1'r\-tm hostility (o the dar backs in social services. Asians and friendless, 15 a likely in a thief or a accept  their  Gay 0 manceuvre for influence
advanrement, social skinned peoples of Asia and Aborigines offer a handy former could snoop on his he will accept oppression. aw the  ithin the existing systen. This

Slavery was also brought to scapegoat, at a time when fight cell-mates, or give Stander the { the situation Above all, it shows he meant sabotaging militant ac

Just as statues indicate that

Australia of as black and white

low-down on Duma, a militant issues are

iy
some Egy by imperialism. For ing the bosses seems too hard 0 feeding himself aned ions launched by the workers

an pharaohs were gine.

Racism at work: John Howard's

example, northen - N i eli 3 o fe s
black Nublans, several Roman  just a bil more sublie Wcrc‘rkl nothern pastoralists o it's largely useless for la irndo union leader and  friend Hw could such a  aswe somelmeSMBRERE - pemselves, and lad lhe founda
emperors  along  with  their : wage: not obliged to pay cash  bour leaders to issue pleas of Panic's girlfriend persol conscicntised? 5 tions for the brutal attacks \;'l‘
famous nemy Hamnibol were [ ASIA and laer in Afrca ks fo heir Aboriginal work  against_racism, while e Lot of South Afican blacks  That is the story of the movie” lons g loday all over the
ncan and probably black. tself, European rule was bro- — fieth century, 4, \‘;\m the twen-  same time refusing to lead us In l-lt_\ this sort of moral dilemma. The film Mapantsula is ob: world. o
The Spanish conguistadors, 1Y imposed on local people, Me1ane:iu?‘slﬁ\n s ‘::” 60,000 & struggle against the real causes nform and go free; stay silent viously a labour of love, Most of BOOKS . But if 1968 and what follow
VES Were Irans: 5 T

:\Onsl:ir:gh I;e]] that their own
ad recently been ruled
hﬂ)‘;pm-skmnnd Moors, justified
ir enslavement of the South
J;mcncanm Indians  on  the
rounds that the: i

more than an w‘z“v'mre S
uﬁ;\!ﬂn readers of Shakes-
som i

wonder M\ylh:,charmu‘:;slhmn:
PAGE 14

and their economies exploited
for the profit of western capital,
In order to justify these devel
opments, Europe’s ruling classes
argued that dark-skinned peo-
ples were inherently inferior.
Academics, journalists and pri-
ests worked out elaborate theor-
165 1o make this idea popular,
JAnd in many pars of the
Third World" ‘today, such as

— SOCIALIST ACTION

ported (o Queensland from the
lands between 1863

Pacific 1
and 1904,

t:m;l'uggk against the hosses, used
s n':ual gllmﬂ.\ to deeply en-
neh White Australia attitudes

of our problems. Unity among
the workers is forged in struggle.
for example in sirikes where
Vietnamese migrants have stood
on  picket lines alongside
Australian-born trade unionists.

That is why an effective strug-
gle against racism can only be
built by secialists and other mil-
itants who also want to fight
capitalism,

Eric Petersen

s s

Panic is not naive. He knows
that windows on the umpteenth
Noor can be opened.

For many, of course, the cho
1ce 1s mot sostark, buticis always
there in some form. Co-wriler
and director  Oliver  Schmitz
eaplains

I the wwaships there &5 a
temendous clash between those
wha are looking ahead and those

the cast is black. Schmitz tried 1o
involve as many black techni
ciuns as possible, very difficult in
4 country that excludes them
from its film indusiry.

Like the characters in the
film, most of the production
workers live in the townships.
Perhaps that's why Mapanisula
has such vitality. Tt shows real
people (rying 1o survive, how

The fire
|ast time

C he year |
ANY BOOK about (0
1968 is bound 10 be BEPPINE P iy appear about an

reading.
I's enough just 10 re
rance, a fie

events In F

¢ studlen!
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was not an aberration, that
means it can happen again.
Harman writes from the pers-
pective of & committed revolu-
tionary who is working to bring
ust such developments about.
or that reason, this is the best

0
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HE HAYDEN Papers

d out of the r!m;

+ monih almost as qul
::ssmwlck publisher Brian
Toohey dropped them in.

That was no Surprse, gven the
cnummy relationshio that Lat‘m
has cultvated wilh the press bar-
ons. The gtwarnmenl's ham-fisted
fiorts 1o Toohey
Ens aﬂdrasg:?wung when i ap|
for @ waman to raid fis homel]
were almost superfluous, 85 |h»?
daily press uncritically accepls the
acsumptions  behind AL ralian
foreign policy anyhow

5o all we gol was a bl of embar
rassed giggling al Hayden's pa
tronising remarks about South-
East Asian diplomals and Labor

farmance as stenographer It
George Schullz on the nuclear

warships issue. Thal was 2 pity,
because the Papel
. about
diplomacy.
Hayder

revealed a Iot

Australian for

“errabic, hos Indone-
sian leaders, the “imited maturity
of the Papua New Guineans and

Just prival

ples o "Bill s famous 1o
Coming from a foreign mi

in hi th

AYDEN'S papers were most
revealing about relations
with the US.
The way Labor all
chullz 1o dictate, alme
word, its chimb-down
ning of nuclear
markable, Bul so
dent givan lass publica
The documenis
ANBERRA does nol toe the
US line through congenital
sycophancy. Ausiralia has its
own mini-imperialist interests in
South East Asia and the Pacific,
and needs to keep the US on
side and deeply Involved in the
region as an umbrella for them.
These inlerests are growing all
the time, and political
goes out of the window

e
ighl-wing death
squads His reason? Simply thal
the US opposed the intake and
mighl “creale dificufties” in
ASEAN, and thal Bob Hawke wa

BEGIN TrXYT FHKOPOSED PUELIC

THE AUSTRALIAK LABOR FAHTY END
COME ON KECORD ;
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ians and the

HE HAYDEN Papers also

throw light on Ausiralia’s
neurotic relationship with In-
donesia, suggesting the prob-
lem doesn't lie entirely with
Jakarta.

eay:

exp

a se
and influence

The more it can alternately
mollify and diddle Indonesia and
other smaller nations in the re-
glon, the greater that minl
empire can grow. And the more
it grows, the more Australlan
governments will grovel to the
US to defen

mmed up
Whition,
Men;

THIS GOVEHNMENT BAVE

AS SUPFORTING THL ROUTINE VISITS OF
LND TELT

SHULTZ
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wumansts "
Fortunes

of war

in our midst who would
E%“ ood old Tashioned
militarism had mixed forfuncs

Tast month. 3
The collection of warships
some of them nuclear, which
were invited for yet another te-
dious Bicentennial celebration
encountered the inevitable pro-
fests. But this time with unex-
pected  consequences: blustery
weather ensured that the British
Ark Royal couldn't beat bans by
the Seamen’s Linion and had to
leave Melbourne  without

docking.

Only days earlier some
10,000 or so Vietnam veterans
and their fricnds and families
marched through Melbhourne
sircets, in a demonstration aimed
to restore some respectability (o
one of the most disgraceful wars
in recent history. Racism was on
open display, as when onc Bill
McLeod commented: “To me,
Vietnam was the mosquitoes, the
chinks and the friends.”

Fortunately there signs that a
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The Vietnam war: nothing noble about it

Jot of Viemam vets want nothing
to do with all this posturing
Ahaout 12,000 of them have not
bothered ta collect their service
medals, Army spokesman Boh
Skehon remarked, “They might
have wanted to forget about the
war, or Just were not interested
Some may said, ‘bugger the
Vietnam war'™"

Which s not to say there isn't
plenty of dough to be made out
of Vietnam nostalgia Business
Review Weekly did an analysis of
the money Sylvester Stallone has
made over the past Iwo years:

“li works out af $3000 a grunt,
$140 a head for everyone he
killed on sereen, 8315 million for
every sentence over 17 d
$63 million for even
sentence. Ard if you think
earmied foo much, consider h
10 get up early every morni
smear yourself with coconiit ¢

CANBERRA

Days of
outrage

CANBERRA, Monday, 13 Oc-
tober: police raid the home and
workplaces of Maxwell ad-
ivhanani, Pan Africanisi Con-
gress representative to Australia
and his wife Kerry Browning

Maxwell Nemadzivhanani
was sel 10 have discussions with
a visiting representative of the
Sharpeville six, but this is fore-
stalled by the raids,

Saturday, 15 October. an
Alnca Night Dance. One of the
speakers, describing the months
of intimidation anti-apartheid
activists have faced since petrol
bombings of diplomatic cars in
Canberra earlier this year, re-
marks: “This is not South Afri-
ca”. It is more a question than
statement.

Monday, 17 Qclober: Kerry is
charged on ten counts rc\.mn[: 1]
the petrol bambings. Maxwell is
charged with being directly and
knowingly concerned with the
offence. The police claim in ev-
idence that they've found a mys-
terious “black power substance™

Tuesday, 18 October: Kerry
appears in court and is re-
manded until December | and

allowed bail. Police had held her
in custody since charging her.
saying they feared she would
“pomh agan’. That evemng
100 demonstrate  outside  the
Lodge, demanding the South Af-
rican embassy be closed

A speaker for the Coaliion
Against Apartheid, Liz O'Brien,
asks why the police are so keen
{0 protect the property of a racist
embassy. but don't seem 1o want
to find put who burned down the
radio transmitter of community
radio station 2XX, who set fire
to the BLF building, or who
burned down the South African
Liberation Orgamisation Cent

PUBLIC SERVANTS :n"

More jobs
to go

THE HAWKE government is
moving to wipe out over 500
Jjobs in the Department of Com-
munify Services and Health,
This is on top of 350 jobs lost
with the recent amalgamation of
departments into the “super de-
partment™ DCSH,

The union, ACOA
ready sent signals to the -
ment that it won't fight, saying it
will not appase job cuts that can
be “justified” by technological
change, work re’organisation or
loss of Departmental functions
The union leaders' real goal is
merely a “conditions of service
package to proteet the salaries
and rights of those who may be
made redundant,

Members at a Canberra mass
meeting accepted this orienta-
tion, voting down
moved

has al

alternative
by Socialist  Action
members and supporters propos
g industrial bans. So it looks
like quite a few of our fellow

HAWKES,

tool=,

workers are about to embark o

the life of vagrant g
g, 3 o
officers it

QUEENSLAND w

Residents
bite back

RESIDENTS of Logan, just
south of Brishane, have toic
waste 00zing up into their yards,
The material is 28 percent sul-
phuric acid.

One family had three dogs die
in eight years from severe skin
problems or lung disorders, and
another reporis that a pair of
shoes worn around the yard,
burnt a hole through a quilt
when left on a bed ovemight
Headaches, sore throats and skin

irritations are common
complaints,
he waste comes from dis-

used mine shafts beneath the
contaminated blocks. Between
1955 and 1967 the minc owners

gave Mobil Oil permission 1o
dumg ic residue from a
wasle re-refining  process
Later the land was used as a tip
A 1987 report said “toxic waste
may ¢ been deposited”
there

The tip was closed in 1973

and by 19
subdivided
allotments.

Logan Council has tried to
downplay the problem. [n 1987
Mayor Fred Huntress said there

5 the area had been

nte  residential

was no immediate risk (0 T

dents the locals formed a

protest group called Residents
Toxic Substances

(RATS). They have lobhied pol

iticians, held public meetings, in

terrupted Council proceedings
i1 Rob Hawke.

ammunition

ported that the only eplable
solution was to excavate the site
and remove the material. Coun-
cil then offered 1o relocate five
houscholds. But RATS spokes
person Jan Compton says “the
problem is far more widespread
than that™,

The State government for its
part would like to bury the issue
The Logan situation highlights
the absence of any siraiegy [t
managing loxic waste disposal
in Queensland. In 1984 the No
tionals commissioned a study of
liquid waste disposal in and near
HBrishane, but the resulls were
never released. It's likely they
don't want us to know know
how many other sites we are
wilking around on.

We think its time for more
groups like RATS 1o sink their
teeth into  the Queensland
government.

NATIONAL POLITICS

There’s no let-up in the war
on workers

N AN arrogant and idiotic

speech delivered to the
Austral Chamber  of
Commerce last month, Fi-
nance Minister Walsh de-
clared that Australia had
“largely overcome the eco-
nomic problems inherited by
the Hawke government in
1983."

The only exception, he said,
was the current account problem
which had stubbomnly
survived

The current account certainly
sroblem: we have just had a
= deficit of $990 million for

ral
September, which appears (o pul
Keating's hope of “only”™ a 9.5

billion for the current

| around 104
Jfter Walsh's speech

ding up to an annual
36, The mast Impor
away price
slready
many

rate of
tant factor is the m
of houses, which
placed them out of
workers’ reach. Ke
cast of 4.5% inflation by the end
of the financial year looks pretty
silly now

n unemployment is
still 6.9 oher than 1n many
industrial nations. Increasin
the emphasis 15 on hassling the
unemployed 10 get work rather
than helping them out, and over

vernment services continue

line

HAT WALSH means by

avercoming  problen
is that the Hawke government
has succeeded in forcing the
burden of these problems over-
whelmingly onto us.

Profits have risen, and risen
again. But according o a Treas
paper recently sent Lo Paul
Keating. the bulk of Australians
warse off than they were five
s ago, with average weekly
nings having fallen 5.9 per-
cent. By contrast “other income
a catcgory which includes the
takings of small business, land-
lords and investors, has in-
creascd 362 percent.
Yet neither the empl
the politicians are satisfie
attacks on Ausiralian workers

Peter Walsh: idiotic speech

On the next two
report on brutal “restructunng
imposed on Haylts employees
and coal miners. T
flow on (o new
ma chains wil
the Hoyts example

is will soon

vernment is currently laying the
basis for a “reform” of coast

shipping which is bound to
threaten the nghts and working

conditions of mantme workers

tho
of people are languishi

I sts, the
nt is pushing up inter-
est rates and so making it harder

ZOVETT

for people to buy houses. This is
because housing is not an export
industry, and won't solve the
current accouni problem. The
needs of human beings for shel-
ter don't worry Paul Keating

government
proceeding with its own an
union offensive, 6000 striking
flectricity Commission  em-
ployees have been forced back
{0 work under threat of

The Federated Engine Drivers
union says Elcom spent $80,000
on advertising  threatening
workers with the sack if they
didn'l go back. This was backed
up-with courier-delivered letters
10 each striker.

The only glimmer of hope on
the horizon seems to be those
famous tax cuts we're going to
be given next year so that Bob
Hawke can get re-clected. But
even here, we arc going o pay
the price this year for whatever
crumbs we are thrown next year.

As Terry MecCrann, business
writer for the Melbourne Herald,
has pointed out, Australians are
now paying a higher proporion
of their income in tax than in the
last year of the Fraser govern
ment. This is because of

bracket creep: as our pay goes

up (more slowly than prices, of
course) we get into higher tax
brackets and pay more

McCrann  exaggerates  his
case in order 1o promote his own
reactionary politics, but there 15
no geiting away from the essen-
tial point: while the government
culs spending on welfare, it ex-
macts more revenue from us
wilh each passing year. If we get
tax cuts next year, it will only be
a brief pause in this on-gomng

process

Add this all up, include the
d new  management
techniques we reported on in our
nd you get a frighten-
icture. What are the union
movement doing about i? Des
pite honourable exccplions the
overall answer has 1o be: very
good, and quite a lot of

litthe
harm

'HE ACTU has virtually be-

come an arm of the govern-
ment. Bill Kelty and Simon
Crean will lobby for more funds
at times, just as individual min-
fisters do within Cabinet. But on
the big questions: wage ‘‘res-
ftrainl” restructuring, manage-
ment methods they are as thick
as thieves with Bob and Paul.

The more leftwing Melbourne
Trades Hall executive makes
militant noises, but has devoted
far more time lately (0 discuss-
ing idiotic charges against the
BLF than o serious organising
w0 defend workers” wages and
conditions. {A minor altercation
between organisers from (he
BLF and the rival BWIU was the
pretext in September, and John
Cummins' entirely constructive
role in a rally for Hoyts workers
was the pretext in October),

In NSW the unions have lar
gely confined themselves to tok
¢n protests at Gréiner sreaction-
ary measures. A one-ddy action
mohilised 70,000, peopld 1o op
pose. his, duacks on giucation
last August, but,noiing has
heen done fo hiid g that.

So betweepshe ALP, the Libs,
the=A€PE and cven a lot of the
left union leaders, we are being
subjected o an on-gOINg ONs-
Jaught. The reason is simple
enough: Australian  capitalism
cannot survive without making
singly miserable.

our lives increa:
Our daily lives are an ever
more compelling argument why
capitatism should not be al-

lowed to survive.
- Tonn O 'Lancoln

SRTH OF THE TREE MARKET
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Strikers in Melbourne e
furned to work on | QOctober.
following & direction of the Ar-
bitration Commission that pre
dispute wages and conditions
would apply. Management told
them to “go away” and threc
days later they receved notice

they'd been sacked

In Sydney many employees
were locked out.

Hoyis workers had gone on
strike in September in prolest
over management plans (o im-
plement no-strike contracts, re-
duced siaffing levels, and there-
fore increased workloads. Most
voted 1o retum to work out of
fear that if they didn't, they
would get the eourts, the media
and public opimon  off-side
Onee sacked, they decided for
the same reason not 1o resume
picket lines

Going back to work was a
reasonable tactical decision in
itself. The pickets were heing
carried by fewer and fewer strik
ers, and relying more and more
on other supporters. Many Hoyts
workers were becoming demor
alised or had found other jobs.
Abiding by the Commission rul
ing made it clear that it was
Hoyts management who were
prolonging the dispute

But there was no point im.
agining that the sympathy of the
Commission or the public would
be secured by not picketing. Ac-
tually very few members of the
public had been hostile o the
stikers, though many had
crossed the pickel lines to sec

movies. And once Hoyls had
refused 10 aceept the strikers
back, the decision not 1o resume
the pickets amounted 1o a decla
ration of defeat

The union did approacl
Trades Hall for a rallﬁpin \Lth
support. A couple of Hoyts
workers took the opportunity to
tour building sites and canvas
support. There is no doubt that
widespread  sympathy  existed
among members of other unions,
but it was all too litle, 0o Tate.

On Hoyts construction sites,
building workers could have
been convinced to place effective
lg.:l.\s._ﬂul. the leadership of the
Un?::‘mg Workers  Industrial
.  showed no enthusiasm
or doing so. BLF members and
Organisers would have been far
more helpful, but many ATAEA

als were nervous al
working with the BLF. ‘l‘hism-
Nected divisions  within the
Theatrical union itself.
About & week before the rally,

s State secret :
replaced with Charles aEv:ld;

PAGE 4 — SOCIALIST ACTION

UGGLE

stone, who has a left wing rept
tation but has played a nght
wing role in the current situa
tion. Lavingstone subsequently
dismissed one of the more leit
wing

FEANISErs.

The rally iself was a success,
altracting some 1000 workers
Most of them were building
workers, including a large
number of Builders Labourers,
But Livingstone tried to prevent
John Cummins, BLF City or
gamser, from speaking. Cum
mins refused to be silenced, and
his speech was well received.

Unfortunately the o
was marred by the sexist behav
iur of some building workers,
who acted like schoolboys, whis.
Uing and jeering when sacked
striker Carol Fuller tried to
speak. After all the hard work
women activisis have put into
supporting the BLF, we deserve
better behaviour from building
workers.

Hoyts Corporation are 2
growing Australian multination
al with ambitious expansion
plans for both here and abroad.
They claimed recently that their
aim was 1o “provide cinema pa
trons with the best of service”
and 1o “operate more cinemas in
more locations opening at times
Australians want 10 go lo the
movies"”.

Wlml';. the cost of these fine
gestures?  Fewer  jobs  for

Unionists rally for the Hoyls strikers: loo little, too late.

No happy ending
Hoyts cinemas

workers in their sweat-shop ci
nemas and the dole for victim
1sed trade unionists. Hoyts chiel
executive Peter Ivany |
emerged as the bosses’ new
hero, making media appearan
ces and spouting all the euphem-
1sms  aboul  “rationalisation
“flexibility” and “effi £
The Melbourne Age backed
all his proposed changes, addin
i passing that perhaps his con
frontationist methods were un
fortunate. More rightw I
cations like the Awustre
iness Review Weekly and the
Bulletin have lost no time in
gloating over his success
Workers at  other ma
chains like Greater Union and
Village will have to begin now
preparing for the onslaught on
their jobs and conditions which
will surely follow.
Lauise Walker

g

BLF

Trades Hall
follies

::'HEN JOHN Cummins insist-
I_n"nn Speaking at the Hoyts
wil){" he was acting entirely
3 in a Trades Hall policy cal-
p"&nn affiliated unions to sup-

r .ami participate in the

ctions, on the basis that
some sort of shadowy deal ex
ed between the BWIU and — it
harles Liv
the rical union that
BLF would be froze
The Exccutive wasn't game Lo
put its resolution to Trades Hall
delegates, but simply circulated
it as an Executive decision. The
BLs did raise the issue at the
next evening’s council meeting,
ompling an incoherent speech
rom the BWIU's Ray Collins in
which he tried to link the BLF 1o
the New Right.
N W

n the real world,
the BLF has recently been in-
volved in a good industrial vieto-
ry on Hoyts building sites. At
Flinders Fair in Flinders 5t
manage retrenched @
group of militants, claiming that
the job was winding down —
ned (o

be built.
Workers

strike action, picketing fo

eral days and th

responded  with
g

joint  industrial
another Hoyts site at T Y
Street until all the men were
guaranteed jobs.

And to ensure that no One
forgets the police raid on their
headquarters last year, BLs and
their supporters staged a re
enactment on 13 October, the
anniversary of the notorious
evenls.

INDUSTRIAL

no answer

award restructuring isa ma-

o defeat for militant trade
unionism. Every boss in Aus-
tralia will be encouraged Lo
set about putting the hoot
into their employees.

In September the Coal Indus
try Tribunal han: down a his
toric decision in favour of the
Changed shift

OWIETS

Coal miners: caving in is

hour min
These chi
dustry up
year, and will me

Speaki
t, Federal Minis.

nk the p
possible
cribed John Ma

maculate unionist

it ¢
i for 115 “entry

AOME OF the miners saw

things differently. One
them remarked: “The old fell:
would turn in their graves if
they saw the stupid decisions
which are being made today

Maitland, in addressing min
ers’ meetin 1o take such
AL the

sentiments into account
4 at Appin in

mbers

F

alr  weather
Mai

ind

fighter

John

NSW coal miners in happier day,

that we are

5 Sinee

nd inforr
yw that in:

al action is [
be a winner take
the union would |

Bullshit

e and

intergected  on

16T

wei siuffed, and
rise. We can beat o

HE VOTE at Appin W
narrow win for the

ants, but nationally the union
leadership won the day. Har
agreement accepled,
yw find they have to rely
on members' militancy to hold
the employers Lo it.
Already the union has had (o

=

s militant action could still bring

sirike, when Queensland mine
all the conces

he trade-offs
second
tier wage rise rship
ed back an earlier s¢
cond tier trade-off because it
away toa much (o the boss
The latest deal is much
why did a majonty
i file vote to accept 17 W
happened in the industry 10
ahout such a dramatic

OTse: S0

ani
h
hi

ch

The industry is actually rather
nt shorlages
nal supply of coal
p. Australi-

buoyant
the inte
have pushed prices up. At
competitorsfor the
.. South Africa and
Ching, are experiencing produc
sblems, while US coal 1s
increased domestic de-
oing for ex-
lian industry has
lised and is

a5 main
Asian Ira

fec
mand rather th
port. The Austra
recently been rationa
| 1‘l.u:-l 1o cash in,
| owners will have
w0 cash in fast. The nse in coal
prices means that US mines will
become more compelilive on _lhr
worhd market, and they are just
a5 well placed © increase pro-
duetion rapidly. Meanwhile the
fall in world o1l prices makes it
increasingly attractive for (he
growing number of industries

we

But the cod

results.

with dual oil-coal plants to
switch to oil. South Africa’s and
China's problems are  only
temporary

Those Australian mines al-
ready produging will soon face
increased competition at home,
(0o, Last year's mine closures
contributed 1o the cument shor-
tages, but now many of those
mines are sel (o re-open. Coal
and  Allied execulive Bruce
‘Thomson explained that after
ng and selling mines, and
Jcking 600 workers in the pro-
cess, lhe company was ready 10
rebuild.

NO doubt some miners
Sm*rr influenced by employ-
ers’ arguments that a major
strike now would cost the indus-
try important opport .

“In addition the Miners’ Feder-
ation, despite its sirong stand
against the Accord and the eon-
Ginued militancy of its rank and
fille, has not begn immune Lo the
conservative political trends in
the labour movement.

Over the past few years the
union leadership has heen more
interested in improving market-
ing and production through a
Coal Marketing Board than in
fighting 10 defend workers' jobs.
wages or condilions. Although
the union keeps talking fboul
pulling out of the ALP, Maitland
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Bond
magnanimously.

Indeed, she claimed,
Bond's recenlly-acquired
Chilean Tefephone Cor-
poration (CTG is replac-
ing old phones 1o allow
more people to falk to
each other, 50 we're also
advancing  democracy
there *

Gee, that Bondy's a
helluva guy. SO 100, No
doubl, are the two retired
generals wha sit on the

may be retred generals

haven't made it (3 bigger

Piggies squeal

market than those who
have, we'd guess). It runs
a nice line in naticnalist
crud, going on  aboul
workers “working togeth
e like spokes inside a
wheel’ (and [lubricating
with a Swan afterwards,
natch). But the jingle also
enthuses thal “The fruits
of their labours are worlh

Bondy telling his mates
Bob and Paul to give us

manth?

Up chic creek

astentatiously ordenng fros
you believe, the aerial of

Exit stage right

S0 RONALD Reagan
who gave up being a sé-
cond rate actor lo be-
come a third rafe Presi-
denl, wanis to retum to
the screen. He aims [0
play himsell in Thumbs
Up . a movie about Jim
Brady, the While House
press secrelary wounded
in the 1981 amempl on

might have 1o make an
excephon

evangelist Oral Robers
has told his fallawers o
wrile “Jesus” onthe soles
of their shoes,

his ear phone 1o point oul
items to the waiter. Qut DDSEIVEr didn't stick around to
see if he also ate his meal wilh iL

ce comes down, the car

But our favourites were
that group of fundamen
talists who called & news
conference on the super-
jority of refigious schools
over the public system.
Their two paragraph
press release contained
17 mistakes in grammar
punctuation and spelling
including  the  word
"Chrisfian’

May we quote
ou?

E i its pri glasnost” and market mechanisms turn R
discipline MAYBE one day. {1 PPEE BOEE L epiour T Can "gle L { al s turn Russia's bureaucrati " p
THE Chisan people phona will BEEEE e Thius symbol for execuive of exploitation and alienation? Our feature looks at the issues cralic system into a society free
relieved ! L
‘Bond ac- uppies to flash around in public.
ams?.’-ir‘u‘a"ém&:fg "R 912m?)‘€. spotied al Expo ON g'en K;:k:::;i
A i . a young businessma
inochel  ditatorstip Queen floalng EMIET 0 rgny Using, woud

Gorbachev and the fate
of socialism

IKHAIL Gorbachev, who recent-
ly consolidated his power with a
purge of conservatives, likes to pro-
mote his program of perestroika (res-
tructuring) with the slogan: “More

Yet most observers, in the USSR and

clsewhere, sec il as a4 MOVE [0 [£55 50 ialism

GTC board with him. Or, NOTH!
e o, o nen el pay ITHING ST Adter all, he's introducing market mech-
Hmmm _. sounds aw- As a rule, socialists 3 s x i i I
scally described them, % swongly o | i anisms, and reducing the power of the cen
: {ully like Mands theory of  Stonaly object B S0 Janners. And what fism 16 1
“two_businessmen who e maovies. Just this once, we: tral planners. And what Is so alism [0 mos
Espotalon; 1a- us. 12 people if not a system where state planning

s the market? Certainly that's how
en sold to us by the Kremlin for many

Jig‘ﬂe h}:ynghbe :u a wage rise pronto?
, maybe Bon- as Augusio Pinochet P J e
dy’s a closel communist  clasped a subversive lo Higzl:',”a‘t' brother 5 what Sovier journalist Vasily
afer al . his bosom? Or is another e foma . of iscow News
His latest beer 80 s jingie-writer headed for oo bible-bashing
B o oo e hs o0 e el ™

THOSE new government guidelines on no 1 your oot down,

language me! the usual tedious respanse, proving y he says, “you're bruising
:g:.:gtr;tmmle chauvinist pig is just another way of  the Devil's head." Youth vote
i
. Roberts  didn't reveal THE
b, : : Bruan= BEST comment \ Of coursc
ightwing hacks of the press trundled out all the  what 1o do whenyouslep  on the presidential elec end a helping hand the wlwr H‘ n |I i sian planning

oid side-splitiers about “hupersons” and * perdaugh

lers . So we liked the comprom:
se proposed by fam-
inist Eva Cox. kgrsoe e e

poo. But definitely
ruising his head is
preacher Reverend

tion came from America's
children. In a survey, just

peaple burea
ons of this o

to the people

1o produce so many

; i ot r

m"l“:;:eérxesi.?gﬁ{Esl:?’;pulr:e'r sexist wcl'cw.nc of {x Sharpton, who spent fnﬁer:ﬂsfr EEE;:L-,LD\:H z I ApHlfzdiin. g St e

{0 obiey laws whieh refer only 1o i o ‘T[ff'" $110 Iast year on hair “highly guaiified” to be gilleh the ghim ‘ihhl‘\ P i .

and the pig-power brigade wil be laughi eek of that,  cara at lriPrnma Donna President. The same fig 10 a single \ pe screw and declares “the o uihings of economic fonces. A valid determined economic plan, and that the

il o their srioans ghing oul of the  beauty salon in Brooklyn, ure voled for Pee We month's plan fulfilled poini ed. Consumers will find
New York Herman. Yot few kers imagine they  that the military Dus far more elaim on

scarce resources than they do.

To the extent that it all actually happens,
purpose is bolstering new problems lurk. [t 1s not an aceident that
eathering the nests of  Gorbachev is introducing a limited |qu?
g Ve re-  Irial democracy” al. the same timc he's
11 He says they can in twa placing cach ‘.m!:l-_uluul group of workers
- under suff competilive pressures. And that
the authorities constantly emphasize that
with freedom goes respansibility

Far the market is not “civilised”

1" of their society. Al
objects for the extric

UREAUCRATIC planning did indus-
ialise Russia, though we now know

the cost was horrendous. But as the e

my faces more dern tasks it w

lon, ingly desperate Rus-

jists want to bring back ele-

s of the free market.

Gorbachey

sarcd 1o back them, and are seratching for

z\kud them for suppor, WWEF

ecretary Tas Bull announced he “
“wauld nol provide a blank SuciaLisT¥Y Action
cheque for the miners

But that doesn't mean the un-
ion couldn’t have fought and
won, The miners enjoy wides-
pread supporl in the working

FROMPAGES  gy"

Miners

remains within it and accept
politics e
S0 while Australian coal

affluent bure:
forms chin

ways

Don’t miss summer camp!

YOU WON'T want to miss the

and his allies are now pre

as Yako:

your local branch at the ad N THE one hand, workers will elect

- class. The media hadn’ Sociall .

i s ia hadn't done | Sociali

:1|l|c[:‘ have Iimcmn: among the  anything like the slander ul\l ,:, .,,h}:]&\flhm summer camp, dresses listed on page two. Marxist” justifications. Alcksandr Yako d_ determine viev suggesis. [t is a brutal mechanism for

”rl ;] most productive and them that the BLF I\I- e Dmenh.-o“ the week-end of 31 vlev from the Polithuro said re their own managers anc O ree  testing the productivity of each firm the fard

prfiable,the miners have lost - There was o seab e, | i~ Tonuary, Jun s and their firm's  economic fate i LS e A the losers going broke. Workers

i jobs, and allowed BWIU leaders waiting 1o ‘:\_ lll ¢ Canberra v v 11 is o manral se competition. il will be fore ed 1o press each other (o work
vily to rise without g 10 poach § The camp will include our ing mechanisn for bringing fo kght  On the other hand, this comPeUion WAy ey They willbe driven o chogse M-

consure y

their membe:

maicl a2y ers. The employe . : 5 = ors

Al':;:!cgsga) rises, were desperate (o cuahl u:“l\‘l: fourth annual conference, where wants andl their means of satigfaction,  give more power 10 workers 88 B o agers who force the pace .

officials b"':" time, notonly the  high prices, and would have WE assess our progress and plan What makes for a s or capitalist  who have long been ".Il ﬂt:t "‘ﬂ plan targets At the same time, market um‘d;‘\uul\‘: will
: sarker, is not the movement af comnodities,  enlerpnses Canig only about plan 1@ nean that exploitation of labour by in

activities for 1989, In addition
Yh.crc Will be talks on the current
;l‘-‘i‘llﬁn (‘\f Australian capitalism
! \)I:\':-!;m struggle, the mean
R\%r [)L Gorbachey reforms in
i and many other topics,

an evening of entertainment

many of th

members  must haf-: nuu(cs
how the BLF could be smashed
without the wider union move-
Eem doing much o defend
huﬂ;n.l;l‘hey must have wondered
i uch ;r;:lp thg'd get from

Lals revives alongside the long- anding ex-

been likely to make concessions
ploitation of labour by the state bureau-

at the very least

m]lkﬂdﬂ-. as the Queensland
miners have already seen, there
15 no way 1o avoid a fight. You
give the bosses an inch and they

not giving people wha they wanied.
Workers will vote at work to elect m:m{
spemen, uoc Yuis foith tpe ruhl;. [ cracy. In discussing the emergence of indi-
sounds good, but it i uhmnme H::E:Ll:;i vidual xub-n.un|r:;;t'n_\g_ L.. Russian manager
the warking class, both as PIOGHES 2 & has remarked defensively
consumers, will be subordinaled 16 POER SeTaien scay: but there will be exploitation. OF
they are oW, b

capitals or even r-power, bt . the
aciual place of hurman beir
they the highest goal of socicly oF the sOUPCE
of extraction of profits?”

A fascinating statement. Clearly the So-
viel leaders ready (o contemplate a free

5 i1 Sociery — are

want a fool, In this s . frocis ! L
Y ac Bitosiand rience has already mrh b, § BeE 00 by the many wle DEADLINES for the nex fssue of warket in labour and capital — something  beyond their contral Just # \whom and by whom? If I'm working with 4
kot RO ko i g, the § #licon amon any 1alented  the magazine are as follows. Early they denied until re and just as we are in the west N okine I bought myself, if{ know in advasice
l,f;‘*,:,‘;“ ;:’"“ from the Wa-  tland mﬂ;"“ right and Mai- § and supporiers g our members :r-mrriuv Friday I8 November, ‘['“:"",'!” ik Y more fundamental To the cxtent that the reforms afe limited J,,‘;,,l,, ty percentage will be .. — W here is the
st i 'd I e de J ! 3 i ' b o sel cOMpAny Al
when Maitlnid 10 R I you'd like 10 attend, contact ‘::'“h:irurrﬂm. Friday 25 No- issue: what matters is nal economic forms,  workers will find they c-x\:_ sel :[\“_'l‘Pp‘j“c) exploitation’
E g fines of a pre-

norarcthe policy only within the eon

bul wheth

PAGE 6 — SOC|
1ALIST ACTION SOCIALIST ACTION — PAGE 7




IS 1§ easily answered, for it is merely
the traditional argument n'I our own
puilding industry employers. Lnio s in
the building trades know that the de-
e of the subbie often -hmnlnnu_ to
ir in practice, but without union
m‘.:mm |I;|.n| s why they have always
demanded an end t0 labour-only
subcontracting. 5
In the longer term, there 15 the spectre of
unemployment and the rise of a new layer
of private capitalisis Yugoslavia has bad
case of the former, and in China we have
recently leamed about the charming case of
Zhang Guoxi, who owns 32 factorics A_nd
employs 3000 people. In his factorics
workers are fined for lateness, and have only
two days off a month. Women employees
can't marry till they've worked for three
years.
*The Chinese govemment has given Mr
Zhang & hodyguard. We bet he needs onc!
These developments in Russia and China
have enmeshed many western leftists in a
hopeless debate. Do we bemoi resto-
ration of capitalism” in these countries, ig-
noning the fact that few w orkers and pea-
sanis really regret the passing of the old
ways? Or do we kid ourselves that Gorba
chev is opening up a new promised land, just
begause he is dismantling some (not all) of
the old repression and may raisc living
standards a bit? '
Neither makes sensc. Capitalism doesn't
need to be restored in Russia, The funda

MIKHAIL GORBACHEV
DlaaING: LP
ELARL MARX ...

I¢ you dont Subsceibe
+o their politics
Subscribe 4o ours Il

Sociaust

ACTION =

10 issues

57 20issues . $13

24 ««-. Posteooe |,
110 Baa 274, Brynsw b 3056 g
Cheques Favable tg erwfsl Action
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mental features of capitalism nalysed by
Karl Marx have long been present

There has always been @ WAgEs system.
Yet the “abolition of the wages syS(m was
Marx's first demand! Workers and most
other people | been locked into an op-
pressive division of labour where they ha
no control over their oWn productive lives.
And for Marx, this istitutio ed division
of labour was the core of a system hased on
private property”; “Private property :Jl!d the
division of laboir are idenncal Expressicis.
he wrote.

T CAN be objected that at least Russia

abolished the profit motive, as W hen the
newspaper Direct Action reported on the
profitability of Soviet industry recently and
added: “Profit levels are used in the Soviet
Union as a general measure of efficiency,
instead of heing the key criterion determin-
ing expansion or contraction as in the
west."

But profitability is not the “"key eriterion”
in the west either. The key is capiral accum
wlation, which Marx called “Moses and the
Prophets” of capitalism. Profils arc a means
10 this end, admittedly a vital means. And so
they are in Russia, which is forever striving
10 “overtake and outstrip” the west under
the lash of the arms race.

That is why Gorbachev wants each indi-
vidual enterprise to make a profit

So the argument ahout peresiroika 15 not
one between socialism and capitalism. It is
oul restruciuring within a repressive class
socicty.

Where then does socialism come in? The
ideologists of western capitalism would
e that it doesn't, Central planning is

admit it. The market is the only way

But for genuine socialists, the develop-
ments in Russia apen up many interesting
possibilitics. As with “industrial democrac
and other such features of the latest man-
gement techniques in Australia, Gorba
chev's glasmost poses the question: what if
workers really are better qualified to control

economic production than either capitalists
or bureaucrats?

P:\“_:J\\H[Irll.ﬁ‘ in“thv.\ restructuring
ess there will be winners and
losers. Some will get higher wages but
ulhers_ml\ face cuts, Those who gain higher
pay will have to work harder for it. These
circumstances have already s ¢ e
class struggles. Rt pone
As Gorbachev is well aware, there is
always the possibility that workers will re-
spand to the changes by
for their own power,
How would genuine soci
ocialism differ fic
mn the state capitalism of Stalin ::\L:'I‘I‘\I-.I
market socialism” Gorbachey is Vi
towards? e
Let's return to Al
ehsandr Y; !
puint: what maters is whether hu::.::\mhwi
are the purpase of society or Ju&l‘l
\.ud“; to .:‘n end. Karl Marx would hw‘r
ave 10 become the ;
: i ¢ the subjects of
history. The starling point is for wujrkcn 1o

hold ~ political
al and e i
themselves onomic  power

_Thu next step would
ming under the control of
How would that wor

y launching struggles

’_’*-' €conomic plan-
|vthc working class,
K? sn' it impracri.

A public argument before the recent Party corfu . Real workers’ democracy IS the key to

a socialist economy.

cal? Isn't it the case, as eco
Alec Nove

insists, that central p

ol information

that it becom
how the Russi.
have
demaoeracy

In a draft economic f
i St

F
never combined

im advanced o

ism in the 19205
Workers’ democracy
g The

is becoming an econ essily

reason should be apparent to any socalist
The warkin

who has worked in industry
class has a vast w I
insights about

This is recoj

the economy warks.
nised today by mar
Russia and the west. Take Lyman Ketchum,
who pioncered modern manageme
niques in the USA, Under his scheme “th
old idea that a manager's main function i
to control workers is replaced with the
concept that a manager should cncourdge
employees (o use initiative.” And Australian
manager, Kerry Mahony of Adelaide’s Gl
fin Press explains

t tech

“Those werking on the
about the plant, the product, and what ca
the hassles. In these arcas they are offe

eLpens

HAT'S AS far as Mahony will go, and

it's as far as Gorbachey will go, (00
give workers some responsibili d sense
i s0 s Lo make use of their
nd knowledge, while the system
i control. Bul
genuine socinlism would take workers' dé-

Workers know about much more than
their own jobs, They know about the supp
lier industries “upstream” and the use made
of their products “downstream". They have
mates working in other industries and they
compare notes. They are used fo working it
teams.

That's why the greatest examples of &
fective mass demacracy in the history of (he

world have been created by workers: the

original Russian soviets of 1917 and simili
workers' councils in Germany and ltaly in
1919 and as recently as Hun during the

rising of 1956
Wherever they've

the best
¢ Lip watch
factory in F Faced with mass layoffs
in the 1970s, they seized the plant, made
\heir own watches, and did their awn distri-
hution to get around an ployer hoycolt
Efficiency shot up 25 percent, and only a
police invasion ended the venture after the
best part of a year

So why not let workers run the whole
economy, thr ¢ job democracy
and

national assemblies of workers®
delegates
Major planning decisions would be made

centrally, detailed decisions locally, as they
are now by Russian bureaucrats and westerm
bosses alike. But whereas these decisions are
currently made by a minority, whose infor
mation is flawed because they are divorced
from the productive process, for the first

time they'd be made by those who acuafly
carry them our. y

In this way we could save the original
socialist vision of a planned society, which
has fallen into disrepute (indeed ridicule)
because the monstrosity the Russian rulers
have made of it

NI WHAT of the market? In the short
n, workers’ democracy could not
possibly set the price of every trivial consu-
1. There is no doubt market mech-
anisms would survive and it would be stup-
id to try te suppress them arbitrarily, This
would be a measure of how much the new
society was influenced by its capitalist past.

Over fime, as we creale a society of
abundance, it will not be nec Y 1o use
prices and money to decide who gels what
The market will wither away, as will the
repressive machinery of state. What will be
eft is people making rational decisions in
concert

T s Russia is light years away from
any such prospect. Consider an in interview
put 7 earlier this year with
Swa crat im in-
dustry. He cc

1 war the view of Karl
Marx th v free when he
controls the means of production.” The revo-
Jution was necessary above all ta seize confrol

‘3
the instruments of producnion. But do the

hole siate machi
gs, 1o the muscum of aRAGUINES
ave reached r where the state

fion bureai

e collective

All true, and very telling. But it can be
taken two ways. Do we to accept the logic
of Mikhail Gorbachev and the HR Nicholls
society, who think the altemative (o the
bur -zal-dog pres-
cures of the market, with its new farms of
alienation and inequality?

O shall we fight for the actual vision of
Marx and Engels, who wanted a free ar!d
equal association of producers working in
harmony? In that struggle, as always, the
Kremlin burcaucrats will be among our
most dangerous foes

Tom O'Lincoln

s

Sociaust ¥ Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for socialism: the crealion of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions aboul economic and social
Ife. Countries ke Russia and China are
bureaucratic class societies, and have
nothing in comman with real soialism

Revolution, not Reformismn

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
rience of Labor in power has shown the
bankruplcy of atempls to tinker with the
existing capitalist system. The capialists
will not allow a peaceful parliamentary
road to socialism. Their stale is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed.

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party.
The working class cannot make a revolu-
tion through spontaneous upheavals. The
bosses are organised, and we need 1o
organise too. Today we work 10 build &
stronger revolutionary mavement out of
the siruggles being waged on the job and
around social protest ISSUues. Tomormrow
we must creale a Mass workers party 0
|aad the struggle for socialism.

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The working
class exists in all countries, and the strug-
gle for socialism knows no national barri-
ors. A socialist revelution cannol survive
within a single country |t must be spread
to other countries or it will fail. Far these
reasons we are building a worlﬂwl\de
movement, and we Qppose measures ke
pratectionism which turn the workers of
one country against others. Only under
worlgwide socialism can there be an end
1o war and the threat of nuclear war, and
an end (o the abuse of the environment.

Liberation from Oppression

We fight for \iberation and against the
oppression of womer, blacks, migrants
and gays: All of these forms of oppression
are used to divide the working c_lass The
fight against them Is an essential part of
pullding & united revolutionary movement
They can only be anded through ending
capitalism and bullding socialism

Socialist Action

re for Socialist Action. II's nd
go‘;‘.de\u.sl talking about the world: the point
s to change it Marxist theory and propa-

nd wherever people aré fighting
{g?gwl;a?!er world, socialists are in the ‘hf:
of the fight |f thal's where you wanl 1o be,
join us today!
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~EASTERN EUROPE

Yugoslav wo!

HE CRISIS now grip-
ping Yugaslavia has beg-
! un to call into question the
‘ viability of the state itself.
|

Worker unrest has interacted
with national chauvinism. the
[atter cynically manipulated b

|
| bureaucrals desperate to retain
| pawer, to shake the federal pow-
| er structure established  after
| World War 2,
| e crisis anses from the fail-
| | ure of the Yugoslay experiment
|
|
|

in soecalled “markel socialism
Measures hke those currently
planned by Russias Gorbaches
were put in place in Yugoslavia
decades ago: decentralisation of
parly power, direct compelition
between enterprises, opening 10
fareign capital

It uias lailed. Inflation is be-
| tween 1700 and 200 percent. The
| foreign debt is $25 billion and

absorbs a whopping 45% of ex-
port earmings. Managing it has
led 1o belt tightening imposed by
the Iniemational  Monetary
Fund, including massive wage
culs and a rise in unemployment
which is now 15 percent.

| | Milovan pj,

via is dying nks Yugosia-
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rkers protest: their rulers are stirring up national hostilities to divide them

Yugoslay s

irkers are fig

to survive. The 1987 round of
austenily measures were met by
a strike wave that third
of a million workers. Most terri
fying of all for ¢ country’s

bureaucratic ruli

nised we
publics within the Yu,
eration fo
other

UGOSLAVIA is composed

of six autonmmous republics
and two aulonomous provinces
(Vojvodina and Kosovol. The
northern republics of Slovenia
and Croatia are relatively pros-
perous, with wages levels twice
those of the south. This afflu-
ence makes Slovenia and Croa-
tia more suceessful in attracting
foreign capital, and more toler-
ant of dissent.

But inflation has cut into their
competitive edge, and some of
the local power brokers are
ing with the idea of much
er independence from the cen
tral government, so they can
compete more effectively with
the west y

The largest ethnic
Serbs, make up roughly a third
of the population. Their charis
malic leader Slobodan Milosevic
thinks he has found o way 1o
cstablish control over the coun
iry as a whole: by dividing the
poorer provinees from the neher
republics, and asserting greater
Serbian authority.

He has shamelessly revived
grievances dating back to fierce
niots in Kosovo in 1981, when
thousands of Serbs fled the pre-
dominantly ethnic Albanian pro-
¥inge In Novi Sad, capital of
Vaojvoding, Serbian nationalism

oup. the

has been stirred up against eth
nic Hungarians.

Demonstrators have  cari
not anly poster sized pictures ol
Milosevic but also pictures
long dead Serbian kings! In this
way Milosevic also hopes 1o
Serhian workers' minds off
¢ troubles, and I«
make it harder for workers of
different nationalities [0 wage
united  strupgle ainst  their
rulers.

HIS HAIRY game of play-

ing one nationality against
another could of course back-
fire, bursting Yugoslavia wide
open. In
talk of civil war and villagers
have demanded {o be proy
with puns.

The tensions are fueled hy
economic misery. Per capita in.
come in Kosovo is one third that
of Serbia, Many from am
local population have
work as
where in Ewrope, For the
235,000 with a |\J|‘- there remain
135,000 without one

The crisis is taking its toll on
politicians. In Novi Sad early in
October & crowd of 300,000
foreed the resignation of the lo
el politburo. In late October,
CP leader Stipe Stuve recom
mended the removal not i
purge, he hastened 1o add — of
4 third of
Commities,

Al the Central Commiliee
meeling of 20 Oclober, Milosev
16 suffered a rebuff, His ally
Dusan Ckrebic did not survive a
vole of confidence. However
Milosevic has won preater Serbi
in control of the judiciary and
secunity services in Kosovo

the entire Central

Yugoslavia: towards the abyss

it in the wi

Meanwhile

ulir

if and when Yu.
avia collapses

N FEBRUARY this

cedonians in Austra
onstrated st a Greek g
vernment sponsored “Congress
on  Macedonian Studies™ in-
tended to propagate Gre
ms to Macedonia. You might
wond why all the
fuss? Why now?

The Greek
er W

volut

Skopl

[ntervention, mi

in the even

sident Milovan Dyjilas
popularised the term

class” to refer (o the

reaucracy, takes a sir
taclysmic view of where
country is headin

I an of thai we are

witnessing the [
munisim  throughour (e W
that Yu
first European nation fo
iself of the system. "

st stiges of com

ings are not really at such
0
Djilas refers to as “commi
nism" is too deeply entrenched:
But with month
is showing that
nism” of that sori has
little left to recommend it.
Mark Matcott

—.t___________/_-——‘—%i__________—_

Israel: the left is building
solidarity

HE PALESTINIAN up-
singor infifada in the

curity Orgamisation considered
them 1o be hostile organisations,

P A number of Israelis who met
. i X sz 5
West Bank and { "',h“’ 4 PLO delegation in 1986 are
transformed Israeli society, .00 1) entences. And when
Lsraeli activist Sue Katz re- o coun recently released three
cently told 2 London  imprisoned editors of an opposi
ience | 5 on bail her
audience. ion new er on bail, a
Things have changed so much ~ court sent ck to prison
Y nssed (he

in every arca of society s, because
that it's hard to im; ¥
clock being turned b
“One of the
e put when [
the ¢
the pecupal
Jias - opinion

fers of the national

ine the surprise of the
monstrators to  find
themselves regularly at the cen
up o 150 passers-by, pas
tely arguing the issues

blicly e street! The
sters had become the focus
for public debate in a way that
had never hapy

d before

THE HANDWR TG On THE WALL

The current
paign has mear

dia coverage for the Lwo I

demansira A group of Tel Aviv academ
breaking  ics
more”) held a forum in March,
with lsraeli officers just returned
from the occupied territories. A
Palestinian lawyer who also
spoke was subsequently placed

eXLensive

plastic bullets, h
FEOHIS GIVES them the eour-  found impact on ordinary soldi

se to keep going in spite of ha are called carry it
nd physical abuse, in-  oul

verhal

| cluding one rightwing group The group Yesh € under administrative detention.

0 explosive G : iy
o l\ : tively who regularly encircle them and  ing “There is o hmit '} For twenty years there hav
i push them into the street, where  nally formed been annual demonstrations on

(he anniversary of the occupa
tion of the West Bank and Gaza
sirip, which followed the 1967
war, This year the tumout was
“gbsolutely amazing” said Sue
the largest left wing march in
many  |sraeli history
have  around 12,000
marched. There were
et calling on soldiers  pioce 1o the occupation, Jewish
ey unlawful orders and Arab students, contingents
gor all : of Oriental Jews, soldiers and
of a4 OCAL groups appealing 0 e drafices who have declared
l ispecific audiences have 1S9 ihey il not serve in the o<cl
roliferated. Few sections of 0= oo temitories,
ty have remained untouched. TG ey is becoming in
creasingly polarised, according

support th police  are wailing o arrest
P ¢

from the them

actis
n. One
with only 40
pants, But
on of beir

I\ ONE of the earlicst activi
lies, a group
Apainst the Inyasi Lebanon
held weekly vigils on a busy Tel
Axiv interscetion
The women distributed lea
L slides show

5 partic

up in prist
: wusands of ¢

ntimid

50 police vehicles,

rew in numbers

reatment of Palestinians
o Israeli army. This might  swelled ¢ !
d very radical, but to do  sive by the fime we finished pi
it in Israel (oo 3 cie

by

nol sol

The government's policy of

el to Sue. “The right is growing
. o mendously strong and fearless
o e at what they w.ulllntkl There is
a demonstration on that inter open  discussion of transfer
‘MI‘;” e e Ihis means the mass expulsion
health

of Arabs. A recent poll revealed
that nearly hall of Israelis favour
such a solution

In this aimosphere, the Isracli
Jeft’s active support for the Pn
lestinian uprising Decomes YEry
important. Although only @ mi-
nority amoeng the Jewish popu-
jation, they show that & united

[
g ¢ ible.
struggle B POSE ey Sl

Supporting
carries seri
ple the Alternative Information
Centre in Jerusalem was closed,
and its director charged, just for
providin Ilypeselting
for West Bank organisations. Al
though these organisations oper
ate openly and no charg
been laid against them, it was
argued that the Centre should
e known that the Isracli S¢e-

services

es have

P i «confront Israell
in their support
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Crime must pay, says prison

“reformer’’

forced anal

EE NEW jails will
l open in Queensland next
- and many pto_ple are
hoping that real prison re-
form will come out of the
recommendations of  the
Kennedy Commission.
Wlllprisonersrea]iyggtabel-
{er deal? Certainly, moving 10 a
new jail will be an advance for
those in the [19th century
number 2 division of Boggo
Road. who have no running wa-
ter or sewerage. But Queensland
prisoners have problems beyond
their physical environment
In the past they have orga-
nised and fought primanly
agains! unaccountable parole
procedures, lack of education
and training, inadequate confact
with relatives, psyehological Pt
harrass —
Jence from serews. The Kennedy Boggo Rd protest
Commission’s recently complet-
ed review is unlikely 1o solve
these problems
Kennedy's overall philosophy
15 that of a businessman. He
represenis himself as the person
who  single-handedly  trans-
farmed the old PMG's Depart-
menl inio Ausiralia Post and
Telecom, in the course of which

PROPOSEI that the new

Borallon low to mediom se-
curily prison outside Ipswich
will be entirely private.

So a whole new class of civ
ilian cops is being created 1o
police sections of the popula

Who warches them
they're watching you? The se-

while

he wiped out Redfern Mail Ex.
change where “there were al-
ways sirikes™

The guts of Kennedy's prop-
osals 15 economic efficiency, in-
cluding privatising substantial
sections of the jails' operations
to make a profiL He wanis 1o
iniroduce appropriate “manage-
ment techniques™ o control
those who live and work there

Prison wardens will be di-
vided inta two calegories secur-
ily and supervisory correctional
The secunty screws, who basi-
<ally guard the jails, will be em
playees of private security firms
Home detention will also be po
liced by security puards, who
will use technological surveil-
lance 10 establish whether, for
sxample, you have had a drink

|

1 THAT A
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cunty firm bosses, who in turn
are supposedly responsible o
Kennedy's new  autonomous
Caorrective Service Commission,
which is “under the direction of
the Minister”. Queensland politi
cians being such ll-known
models of integnity!

The State’s 1100 serews are
not happy with the Report. They
will no longer be ernment
employees with public service
conditions. Contracts for new
staff will be less favourable, and
the jails will be Essential Servi
<es which means, among other
things, no strikes %

It's possible the new system
may be harder on especially cor
rupl or vicious screws. And
they'Il fose their power over pa
role, which will be the responsi

1 MUST WARN Yoo,
ANYTHING HOU SAf MAy B
TAKEN DOWN AND USED AGAINST Yoo

Intercourse aj yyp,
10us times. Yet there's ng men
tion of distributing condoms,

No talk of distributing clegy
needles, either, even though \L\\ .I
en out of ten prisoners nationally
are inside for drug related of
fenses. Going to jail means g
death sentence for more angd
more prisoners, these days, Bu
maybe the National ~Pany
whaose recent conference voted
for restoring the death penalty
think that's just fine. 5

The new jails aren't just de
signed 1o be cosy. The Self C
tained  Accommodat
dules at

“will enable a much betier se-

tion of prisoners into man
ad

n most A
Kenned
this as un;

’1‘!“:

bility of the Commission.

But the overall emphasis is on
profitability and efficiency rath
er than prisoner welfare.

PLANNED move of
es and Islanders
cially-segregated sec-
y fion at Stuart Prison near
Townsy has met with mixed
reactions from black prisoners.
They suspect the new cell blocks
will undermine their communal
solidarity.
They have no

RISONERS earn from
cents 10 a maximum of
$1.20 a day. Kennedy expresses
amazement  that  prison
farms can't make a handsome
profit given these wage rate:
He suggesis setting up private
industry within the jails offering
“decent wages for a decent day’s
work”, Whether prisoners will 11 Wwhich - Arthur
ever gel award, let alone “de- (dubbed the “Black S
cent” wages, is yet 1o be seen, g LT Tt
A major limitation of the re- e
POMt is in dealing with with edu.  YE4Ts
cation and training. Apparently ~ Although blacks mike Up &
there have been negotiations part of the prisan populi-
wilh Education authoriies abour 1100 the Repart makes few con
a “schoal” and trade training, STEl€ proposals about combat
Butthese seem very vapue, com. racism, confining itsell to s
pared with the elaborate scena 5] Bbout " representies
110s worked out with the security Like AIDS, it it
s e seem o be a DIE
: Another key deficiency is ils
Blmost total lack of discussion
about AIDS, Most male prisan
Ers are involved in vol

greal confi
0 system’s in

dence in the pri
tentions: this is.

4 cage-like cel

1ison

N
problem

Meanwhile the needs of worm
en prisoners aren’t seriously ad
dressed at all

Some of Kennedy's rhetonc
about maving from a “military
madel” to a “welfare justice

model” has been blown by e
cent developments. Shortly 10

of o Road jail
4 g 15 ex-Brigadier Formsby, veteran
; of Borneo and Vietnam, who

says he is going to “kick heads'
Says Formshy, “there
lot of benefits (o be g
the system 1 am used (o™
— Carole Fermer

wO

KING CLASS HISTORY

of discontent

NE ENEMY, the Em-

playing Class! declared
the May Day 1915 Direct
Action, mewspaper of the
Industrial Workers of the
World. In those days the
weekly sold 16,0000 copies
per issue, and the organisa-

tion hoasted 55,000
members and close sup-
porters.

The WW (or “Waobblies” )
first formed in Chicago in 1905,
after the defeat of a copper min
ers strike. By 1915 they ha d a
significant following in
Australia.

Marxist conomics was cen
ral to IWW theory. Ar
showing how workers prc
employers enjoy ap
arly in O
were Laken into the
where |
ages, Price

texts
Marx’s We and Pr
were studi

As internationalists, they al-
lacked the ‘White Australia’ pol
icy calling it a “narrow parochia
outlook”. They expounded

world-oriented view of Karl

Marx .. his famous ery: “Workers

of all countries, Unite!

T WOBBLIES 1 was to
huild One  Bi nion  of

wage workers. This w ould

bridge craft divisions which reg-
ular trade unions promoted,
and end the pitting of one group
of workers against another.

They argued t in this way
workers could seize power at the
paint of production. Like Marx
they considered that
class emancipation must be the
task of the workin

This involved recogmising that
the state police, armies,
courts, parliament 15 a wed
pon of class rule and cannol be
manipulated in the interests of
workers. Despite this, and unlike
most unions, the Wobblies
stressed the need to debate pol-
itical as well as economic ques-
tions. As Direct Action explained.
“The IWW is not anti-political,
but simply non-parliamentary.”

The Wobblies played an im
portant role in some of the big
Eest strikes Australia has seel
From the 10,000 strong Broken
Hill strike of 1908-9 tathe 1917
New South Wales rail strike in
volving 50,000 workers and the
Townsville meatworkers strike
of 1919, Wobblies were in the
thick of the fight.

working

WHAT TIME I71T?

Their moito against speed-ups
was "Go slow fast workers
die young!" a semtiment we
could use in fighting Labor's
productivity deals today

Yet they were probably most
famous for  the agitation
against the Great War. From the
outset, the IWW argued that war
was a class question — the real
enemy was the employing ¢
at home, not workers fighting
for the German capitalist 7000
miles awiy

N JULY 1915 Tom Barker,
editor of Direct Action,
dipped his pen in , and was
arrested by the Hughes Labor
government for producing per-
haps the most famous poster of
World War 1:
70 ARMS!
Capiralisis, Parsons,
Politicians, Landlords
ewspaper Editors, and
Other Stay-at-home Patriots
YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS
YOU IN THE TRENCHES!
WORKERS, FOLLOW
YOUR MASTERS!!

=

As the war dragged on
sh 1916, the Wabblies be-
] ¢ in the anti-
conscription  Campaign. TWW
activists all over the country ad

dressed weekly rallies of thou-
cands, arguing for a gqneu\
girike if conscription Wwas intro-
duced. With unemployment ns-
ing, prices sky- eling an

wages frozen, opposition (© the
war grew rapidly

But they didn't always Bgree
with other anti-conscrplionists.
When some argued thal con-
scription should be opposed be-
cause Maltese workers Were B
ing transported 10 take white
recruits  jobs, Direct  Action
replied :

“The question will nat be
settled by boye ating a few Mal-
tese. Accept the Maltese as fel-
Jow labourers Al heart they are
Do not abuse JI e‘z

1 gre  lure
nfortunates who we
ﬁu; by the lie at the lips of the
smmigration agent. i
p Suspﬁn for the Wnbhh;s
arew steadily amongst unionist

unionists —

" workNGIERBRHIRISREE S
The IWW: fanning the flames

'HIS DOUBLE sided ap-

proach to class politics was
the recipe for their success. The
TWW was able to appeal to mil-
itants concerned about wages
and conditions, prove its me-
thods of organising on the job,
and thus win credibility for its
arguments against the capitalist
system,

Because of their success, the
IWW came under heavy surveil-
lance, and were subject to police
set-ups and raids. In September
1916, Sydney police arrested
Charles Reeve at a weekly Do-
main meeting for urering the
“seditious” words:

‘Billy  Mughes and Senator
Pearce are the scabbiest, lousiest
pair of crawlers that ever crept
into Partiament on the backs of
labour.”

In an effort o stop Wobbly
ideas from spreading further, a
dozen Sydney members were ar
rested on trumped-up charges of
arson and treason. Membership
of the IWW became illegal, with

a penalty of six  months
imprisonment
Despite these attacks, the

IWW Central Committee failed
{0 develop even basic contingen-
cy plans, As the weekly meet-
ings in the Domain continued,
most  active  members  spent
much of 1917 in gaol. When no
alternative leadership emerged,
the organisalion staried 10
crumble

The new greater unity pro-
vided by the IWW, and so hated
by the boss, had mot been
enough. From the outset they
argued that by organising One
Big Union they could " gradu-
ally grow into control of the
industries " This view failed to
recognise the power of the cap-
italist state — a fatal mistake.

But despite the inadequaties
that brought them undone, the
IWW form an imp:l:llanl part of

i istory.

S remlnlwnary_ Louise Walker
g
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CIALIST STANDPOINTS

some time what side heir
officials are on. Many get s0
disenchanted with the grub-
hy deals and sneaky manoeu-
yres that they give up any
serious involvement in union

affairs

Bulri.f we can understand what
trade union officials are, and
why they do these things, we can

combal the cynicism
Trade unions are the creation

of the warking class, built and

defended under difficult circum-
stances. Workers build them be-
cause they find they can only
defend their living standards by
banding together against the
boss.

But once the unions are built
a gap cmerges between the
membership and the full time
officers. This is sometimes as
obvious as the pay packets the
officials take home — usually
much fatter than the members
eam. They often enjoy middle
class lifestyles, even sending the
Kids to private schools.

If income was the only prob.
lem, that would be easily fixed
by paying officials the same as
the rank and file But in fact
there are unions like the Metal
workers, where the officials are
not all that well paid and yet the
union bureaucracy has become
very conservative in the past
decade,

HE NATURE of the offi-
ials' jobs also sets them
apart from the daily experience
of their members. They have
better working conditions: cars,
hotels 1o stay in on interstate
Jjunkets — even trips to Sweden!

But far more important than
creature comforts is the comtens
of their jobs: rather than produc-
ing wealth and being exploited,
the officials are brokers benween
capital and labour

Constantlly  mediating  be-
tween their members and the
employers, they begin o “see
iwo sides™ o every 1ssue. They
decide the boss “has a point’”
and become more and more
“realistic”. Seuling disputes be-
comes the aim, rather than
winning,

Those officials who  resist
often pet wom down by the
pressure of their peers. [f a whole
union leadership tries o be more
militant than the general run, as
the BLF did, what happens?
They are hounded by the ACTU
leaders and even many “left”
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nion officials sell out

Bureaucrats at worke: Bill Kelty cooks up a deal.

officials leave them in the lurc

For the most part, this docsn
mean union officials become out
and oul traitors to the labour
movement. After all, they have
1o face elections. If they get wo
far out of step with the mood of
the members they could be out
of a job. Organised groups of
rank and file workers
shown time and again that you
can remove unpopular
leaderships.

And if all the barg

They dislike it but o
that without this threat, they
would never pel any concessions
from the hoss. So they can't just
ignore their members.

O PUT it another way: what

the officials have to offer
the employers in negotiations is
the consent of workers to a deal.
Without that consent they are
nothing. '

Of course, corrupt bureau
crals can solve this problem in
the short run by stacking meel-
ings and rigging ballots. Even
not 5o corrupl officials are some-
times tempted by these devices.

But such methods are risky.
The more far sighted amang the
union leaders will work actively
to build a base of support among
the wnion shop stewards and
other members who share their

“moderate” view of the world, In
this way the union bureaucracy
extends ils roots into the rank
and file itself.

So the union officials face a
delicate balancing act: their in
comes and status rest on main
faining the union organisation
and to a degree its strength; yet
they do this with the aim of
amving al an eventual settle-
ment with the employers within
the existing social order.

In recent years the union bu
reaucrats seem to have had it
prefty much their own way. The
promises of the Accord — main
taining real wages, power for the
rank and file on the job, better
working conditions have all
been broken and most union of
ficials have been accomplices in
the betrayal

How can they get away with
this? The recession of 1982-83
had a temible impact on the
confidence of the union rank
and file. Afier strong industrial
Campaigns around wages a
conditions in 1981, it seemed all
was lost in the ma
and  economic
Tollowed

55 sackings
ensis  that

SERIES of suly d
g

on industrial struggle, and o
a minority of militants has been
prepared to resist the rightward
tide.

It might seem like the Simon
ns of the world hold all the
cards, But the current downtum
in worker mili

Cr

won't last
for ever. Just e demoralisa
- 1950s

tion and

ga 1y
the 1960s and e
SOME M
1980s will end. Work
agam wa
and challenge the cons
of their ur

Socialists
the rank
much cont

ensure i
establish as

sible over

the union leaders

often help establish rar

groups to organise independent
action. But the battle within (he
unions is only part of the story

The problem of union bureat
cracy is virtually inevitable as
long as we live under capitalism
and need defensive organisd
tions to bargain over the terms

of our wage slavery

It is only when large numbers
of workers look beyond unions

-
eals — the smashing of
BLY, Robe River, Mlﬂ!g.‘i::llg
— have deepened the demorul-
\sation. Since 1982 the union

ucracy has kept a tight lid

to re i Y  OFg

that we can create a working

class movement that is truly de-
i and  consistently

- Graham Willert

B - T

Bl ACKBOARD Jn!lgln,
[;I;ﬁdh}‘l’ Mr Chips, To Serve
Them All Our Days ... class-
room conflict always makes
pod drama.

f When the drami tells a |7u:~
s it's even more poweriul
C‘:;::\ a movie is Stand and Delir

e tale of Jame Escalnte, a
Computer boffin who took_up
teaching at run-down Garfield

oh in Los Angelcs

H‘{\'uhm a year, he had taken
his senior class of 18 semi

numerate, semi-d
cano kids 10 the
college entrance maths exam in
the country (one attempl
just 2% of students). All passed
with flying colours

It is an inspiring story. Unlike
most things that Tinseltown
touches, it 15 not tur
Escalante himself watched over
the production like a hawk, and
the result is a film where you can
almost taste the dust 1 the
impoverished Chicano neigh
bourhoods

Like the
Stengd ¢
different

extreme. For a st
with theatrical
wit. He cant
with just 1l
mockery
students lau
ol poison

He pays a price for his
tion that few p

mself, they wil
you need is g

desire) 10 succeed

Rut th

-sit. As Escs
rily points out, if they b
from Beverley Hills 1
one would have asl
questions.

The students re-sit and again

perform brilliantly. But 1o im
rine that the Educational Test

they will face is sheer fantasy.

Jaime Escalante stands and delivers

A teacher
who beat
the system

st third of the movie
casts grave doubt on this. The
Educational Testing Service be-
lieves that the students must
have cheated to achieve such a
result, and forees

vie's real point will be that n
ound and raw ability they
different 1o millions of

consigns 1o production lines, 1o
Vel given a break, they

g Service is the last harrier of

racist and class suspicion that Nor is this a fluke result, Gar-

—

stand and deliver a world in
which race and class no longer
determine who shall succeed
and wha shall fail,

— Alee Kahn

BOOKUE T e

Between

the lines

BERNICE Morris'  autobio-
graphy is the story of a rather
ordinary woman. It is all the
more fascinating for that.

Bom in the backblocks of
Victoria she saw first hand the
burden that the Great Depres-
son loaded onto  working
people.

In Melbourne she found her-
sell mining in left wing circles
and during World War 2, the
Russians’ resistance to Hitler
convinced her to join the Com-
munist Party

It was at a Pany meeting that
<he met Dave Morris. Dave had
been an open Communist since
1031 and as the Cold War set 1*
he came under scrutiny from
civil and military secret police
In 1946 he was placed on the
Black Lists, Duri the Petrov
spy hysteria he w
hefore the Royal Commission
«nd accused, ludicrously, of hl\-.
\ne an undercover Communist

For years he was hounded out
of jobs until finally he, Bemice
and their children Tefl Australia

rst 1o China and then

goi !
1o Moscow. So much for the
claim that r : was hurt by
the Petrov af

Morris says herself that she
was never well-versed in politi
cal theory. This comes through
<he talks about the big

the Parly's 7ig-Zags
World War 2, China’s
Great Leap Forward, the
Russia-China conflict

Rut she has a wonderful eye
for daily life. The gross and penty
sexism of the s (ulllqu:-
nists infuriates her The rl‘r('\\pu
‘ncomelstatus relations in 1‘;
cow: the perverse \'ﬂJl\}'ﬂ_ll‘N; |_'
pets as she successfully \mdr:‘ ‘tl
way through the Russia 347
market — (hese are the udlxr
riences that only & real insi ?d
can give us. T hey alone lw‘-;:ji
make  this book worthwhile

reading.

_ Graham Wille

Bernice Morris, Between 1he
Lines, Sybylla Press.
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John Elliott’s
politics of greed

ER month, A

:Erur bid. John E"II|-

olt, the man who qlms to

Fostenize the world" is Aus-

tralla's most rapacious boss
bar none nowadays.

He is also its most palitical Al-
ready federal Liberal Party presi-
dent, Elliott clearly covels the hap-
Jess John Howart b, e
gaging Alister Drysdal
who sleered Malcolm Fraser to
power, as his adviser, ¥

The fop bosses want him in
(Ganberra; 26% in & recent surve)
wanied him as PM, ahead of How-
ard [19%] and behind only Hav
(343%). Like Hawke, Ellioti has had
trouble geting a blue ribbon seat,
but once he gets il is sel to move
swiffly on the fop job, He makes na
secrel of the hammenng he has in
mind for workers, so we would do
well to look at him closely

AST YEAR John Elliott called

for the same values for Aus-
tralia that make his beloved
Carlton Football Ciub great.
First among these were strong
leadership (ie his) and limited
democracy. “Democracy,” he
wamned, “'can lead to an awful
muddie.

\VFL followers know what “fimil-
ed democracy” under Ellio's pre-
sidency al Carfion means.
Working-class fans who once filed
the terraces have had their b
vantage points taken over by the
John Ellictt Stand, a row of
glassad-in “superboxes” availab
o corporate sponsors al $6¢
each.

Inside, company
walch from velvet seals as
Ply them with lobsiers and prawns
and crowd noise is piped in at
adjustable volume for atmosphere.,
Outside, the standing room pa
Trons are herded behind the goals
where they look right into the aftar-
noon Sun.

cards for fhe poor, He wants Aye
Rock fzken back from the Al
aines and only migranis with ski
Ietinio Australia.

He generously otered 1o give up
the family allowance paid to his
estranged first wif

Ing invitalions last year summed
up his atilude to women: they
ﬂvd;;evm mention his new wile's

The same John Elliok wanis ihy
fop rale of tax cut 1o 0%, anf-
threalens 10 take his companies
overseas i lax concessions for
(akeover loans are removed, This

America
The Elders tak
LLIOTT'S hero is Margaret ulady rewarding E:
Thatcher. “She has broken
the back of the union move-
ment," he enthuses. “To
ly observe what Thatcher
is really an amazing thing."

Ki
Grammar
ruli
He
track for yo
late 195
Melbaurne University
While the bes

SiX e
872 El
these conlac|

oll so
Lindsay Fox threa year:
turing CUB.

and Baillieu familie: 1986, we'll be on our own when
ual and the CBA Bank URING all this, Elliott has the showdown comes with Eli
gathered polilical clout 100.  gtt and the Uglies
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spook

TONY BARBER, host of TVs
Sale of the Century, revealed in
an intriguing ABC radio inter-

just six months before being
ardained.

“ was very serious about be-
coming a priest” Barber &x-
plained. “My motivation was the
mess the world was in, and the
perseculion of Chnistians in pla
ces like Vietnam. | was very
much influenced by an Amer
can priest-author named Father
Dooley. He wrote many bhooks
and | think 1 read them all. They
were about, _prncipally, the
church’s fight against
Communism

“One day | was invited 1o visit
a television station. When [ got
there | was fold a man from the
Central Intelligence Agency was
speaking. So [ listencd with
some interest. Someonc asked
this man about Father Dooley
The CIA man laughed and said
“There is really no Father Doo-
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Jey. We at the Agency made him
up, or created i, far propa-
ganda purposes. We wrote all his
boaks and broadeasts, and any-
thing else he was supposed [
have written.”

“I decided there and then 1o
leave my lraining to enter the
priesthood, ” said Barber

GAY RIGHTS ___ M"

Good news,
bad news

SIX YEARS into the AIDS cri-
sis, the federal government has
1y en the first steps in

preparing a national policy. T
a surprisingly good document.

Because it aims to provoke
debate, il contains some silly
ideas. The worst is the idea that
all migrants should be tested
AIDS, as if the discase is sull
something coming from “out
there

It also largely 1gnores
levels of AIDS research spend
ing. and the fact that AIDS will
need an i
health funding
when the government is cutti
hack

But overall the repori arg
for education and compassic
rather than penalizing
with AIDS or those in b
groups.

It talks about decriminaliz

homosexuality and prostitut
and funding these groups te
their own education work. It
sugpests giving condoms and

syringes to prisoners. It recog
nizes the importance of wides
pread and honest sex education,
especially for young people

Words on paper are all very
well But recent events around
Australia show just how fr;
the current toleration extended
1o gays, the largest single group
with ALDS, may be :

In NSW Fred Nile's mob
raves on unabated. In Victoria,
police have stepped up their ha
rassment of gay men on the
beits, entrapping and arresting
at least nine men in Brunswick
and others suburbs elsewhere

The most outrageous of the
recent attacks have come in Ho-
bart. A pay information table at
Salamanca Markets has been
banned by the Council, und
raided week after weck by cops

- wearing rubber gloves' De:
pite dozens of arrests, pay acti-
vists have returned repeatedly to
:T;n::: ‘ler legalization of ho

ali
fhRe cduc’;u:rl:_d funding for

On 27 November about 60

Peaple picketed the Tasmanian

- Tourist Bureau in Melbourne 10
protest the repression i Hohart

Frad Nile: in trouble

NSW POLITICS w

Immoral
minority

FIRST 1T was America’s *Holy
Wars" with rightwing evangelist
Jerry Falwell trying to seize ihe
empire of rival Jim Bakker, who
was disgraced in the “Pearly-
e scandal. Now our own
Aussie bible-bashers are at it.

In the last NSW clection Fred
Nile's Call ro Awstralia won
three seats in the Upper House
Because God had temporarily
struck down his long-term sup.
porter, Jim Cameron, with a
heart attack the Party drafied
Marie Bignold onto their ticket
Marie had done the “right” thing
on ssues like abortion. But
Fred’s heen a bit miffed by her
refusal 1o toe the line on other
1ssues like education

Now Jim Cameron has risen
Lazarus-like, and Fred wants his
old side-kick back. He put it to
Marie that God would prefer to
have Jim representing Him

But like Irina Dunn, Mane
knew when she was onto a good
thing and sat firm. Fred's claims
that she isn't really a pml&
member, that a woman's place is
in the home, and that a commit
tee headed by her was conduct
ng o witchhunt were to no avail

In fact the last accusation has
spurred Bignold 1o sue him for
n!;‘.!mulmn_ and  have im
;nr_ged with contempt by the

arlismentary
Committee,

hn!hfl;:;F:.ll to Ausiralia Party
o en thrown into turmoil

arie has been expelled (ust i I
case she was o member T
il 1), twenty
bl coordinators  have re-
sgned, and a conciliator has

Privileges

B & T

hc_cu appointed. And singe h
efforts of mere morylg wle
failing, a Day of Prayer v
held. -

od  moves in
ways, If

mysierio)

the_contempt chrge
sticks, the Upper House L;“Zi‘!
expel Fred Nile, Then Jin (s
meron could take his seap g ;.
alongside Marie Bignald,

w

QUEENSLAND

Bats and
robbin’

AFTER the blasting of the M

tna bat caves, Quee d Ce-
it and Lime has put full page
advertisements in the newspap.
ing they are a “very

vironmental pro-
narrow minded
.

liked bats, he

coneern for
vorkers” jobs.
U saving

ne susp
surpr
land Ccment
laimed S200,000
Party. It also
130

will he

turns out tha
ilkin;
1 any
In the end there'll

1hout

no bats, no jobs. But the sharc

w
Robe River
ructions

ROBE River workers have fi-
nally got their second tier, 4%
pay rise.

But the price has been high
smoko tacked onto lunchiime,

E_»Q_E‘k DEAL

and the abolition of the washing
up time which they had won
through  determined  strike
action.

Not everyone was pleased
with this result, and workers at
g mbert found a way [0
ething about it, They de-
t without washing Up
time, they would have 1o hand in
their time cards dirty. But this
ade them impossible to pro-
cess, so time has now been found
for the workforce w wash its
hands before handing in the
cards.

COVER STORY

There's scandal galore in our

ugly society

HERE'S another out-
rage every time you look.
In Queensland the Fitzgerald
witnesses have piled shock reve
lation on top of gross iniquity. In
Western Australia, the collapse
of Rothwells merchant bank has
exposed the depths to which the
finance community can sink
Even in staid Victona money 1s
lent to criminals and good mo
ney is thrown after bad, and the
Economic Develop
on turns out 1o he

Victoran

that the armo:
used 1o run
re geting their

€0
What could be finer than the

of Don
Teddy Lyons tipping
buckets on cach other followed
by Bjelke elf be-
ing hauled into ess box
It's wonder crowds were

tch Joh perform

even from the
ns that the

perty developer
Edidie Kornhauser may have lent
Russ Hinze $250,000, but he's
done a lot more favours for Bob
Hawke

c
tary politics. Pr

ORNHAUSER
ponsible for saving
Hawke’s political career back in
1974, when Gough Whitlam
was thinking of dropping him as
ALP president. Hawke's bio-
grapher Bl che  d'Alpuget
notes that “Kornhauser had a
number of (political debts) out
party” and he called them
in to keep Boh in the job

Hawke himself has described

was  re-

Kornhauser as a ‘“‘substanual
helper of the Labor Party” so if
as is claimed, he pulled a few

strings to pay back the favour, it
wouldn't be surprising.

The Rothwells scandal, of
course, is the ALP's own baby
The WA government have
blawn al least $100 million of
taxpayers’ money in_vain al
lempt to rescue parasite Launie
Connell

And in Victoria, it is a Labor
regime supposedly renow ned for
cconomic management which
Jent $16 million o & company
managed by Tony Garwoud,
who had already lost $2 million
in previous veniures. Not 1o
mention backing o gold mine

run by convicted criminals.

Regarding the latter one jour-
nalist quoted Mark Twain's defi-
nition of a mine as “a hole in the
ground owned by a liar". But the
biggest liar is John Cain, who
reassured the workers of Victo-
ria during the recent state elec-
tion that everything was all right
with the VEDC

We have a nght to be angry
when politicians wasle moncy
and especially when they line
their own pockets. But if we left
it at that, we wouldn’t be ad-
dressing the real scandal which
these events highlight

HE REAL outrage is that

whoever is in power, BO-
vernments represent the inter-
ests of the rich.

In both the WA and Victonan
cases, we have ALP govern
ments handing out cash to rich
business people, while ordinary

| w

workers face falling
and cutbacks 1n
SETVILES.

The media have focused on
the fact that poor Laurie Connell
has had to abandon construction
of his dream home on the Swan
River, after spending $15 mil
jon and demolishi seven
houses. They don't even mention
that public housing waiting lists

ng week by week
e country, because La-

bor governments arc cutlng
housing budgets. :
The furore over the VEDC

has centred on the incompetent
handling of some of Labor's
Joans. Bul the real scandal is that
public money is handed over to

John Cain: handing out money
to the bosses

Big Auss: the ugly face of capitalism

.

entreprencurs when the Cain go-
vernment is constanily runming
down the transport system.

Much is made about Russ
Hinze taking a $100,000 loan
from developer George Herscu
al the fime he was pressunng
Brisbane council on Herscu's be-
half. This has stimed memones
of charges that Herscu bribed
Norm Gallagher, What is never
mentioned is that Herscu got off
ood behaviour bond on
those dubious charges, while
Gallagher was sent 10 fail. The
Cain  govemment, like Russ
Hinze, is thick as thieves with
the likes of Herscu.

HE SAME point can be

made another way. Re-
member when Charles Perkins
got the boot as head of the

rtment of Aboriginal Af-
fairs? One of the issues was the
failure of the ‘Walgett pub ven-
ture, which was used to smear
the whole program of aid to

L
r\b:?\f:':hc VEDC scandal blew
up, Labor made much play out
of the fact that there are always
going (o be some failures in a
program of thal type, which 15
Fe Yet federal Labor refused
1o apply that criterion in the case
of Aborigina here 1
4 for loans to white

one standard
millionaires, another for loans (&

Aboriginal small business.

Why is the political system so
rotten? It's tempting to put it all
down (o betrayal and personal
dishonesty, to say that “power
corrupts”. But the roots of the
problem lie deeper

Capitalism is a system of
profit. But more than that it is &
system of constant striving for
growth, under the lash of com
petition. Not the accumulation
of useful things, but of capilal
itself, Governments exist 10 pro-
mote that growth.

This is the logic of the VEDC
It’s the logic of government in-
vestment in Rothwells. 1U's even
the logic of Russ Hinze doing
favours for George Herscu, be-
cause apart from whatever rake-
offs he might get he also sees
Herscu's property developments
as "progress .

In such a system, human
needs always come off second
best And we shouldn't e sur-
prised when politicians, whose
very role in society leads them
ignore the needs of ordinary

ople, develop a casual attitude
{o the use of public money-

Russ Hinze is im] L
because he is the ugly face of
capitalism right out in the open-
As long as we live in an ugly
M,memllalwaysbew

I him.
gl — Tom O'Lincoln
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Brishane centre

BRISBANE branch now hes &
new organising centre, at 50

Streat, West End. Att-
Waurnﬁm ‘our new office is “Ro-
sa's Bookstore'.

‘All friends of Socialist Action
are welcome to attend the offi-
ing of Aosa's on Sun-

o araneh wil speak

bran: speal
lbﬂuisﬂyzmomr histary of the left
in Queensland.
Brisbane branch continues to

now at the new address. For
further details phone (07) B46
2145,

New pamphlets

WE ARE pleased to announce
two new pamphlets from Soclal-
ist Action.

Macedonia: the Revolutionary
View is an article written by
Greek revolutionaries and pro-
duced by us in & bi-lingual edi-
tion. It makes clear thal not all
Greeks have swallowed the
chauvinist claims of their go-

t, which wanis to ig-
nare the national rights of Ma-
cedonians. The pamphiet sold
well at a recent demonstrations
by the Melbourne Macedonian
community.

Socialist Action: the ideas Be-
‘hind the Action is a collection of
EE articles from our popular

‘Socialist Standpoints’ eolumn.
It offers an introduction to so-
cialist politics ranging from the

it ainst i

on
through the battle of ideas, and
on 1o our vision of a new of
soclety.

Summer madness

THERE'S NOT much time left 1
o

imake your plans f

T plans for our Summer

Events will kick off on the ev-
ening of Friday, 30 December, in
:“c!‘mrl g:ﬂll"l‘:nt with a talk

x and Socialism”.
Saturday will Include "Lnnln"l‘or
Em‘u‘r:" “Polities of the Pa-
cific’ "Capltalism Since the
War" and a talk on the Gorba-
a;vmw...i in Russia.
unday will be devoted to
o
& the slale of the labour move-
w"hn;bu:m and whalev-
“é“ e : 5 ons members
.-5n Monday we'll have talks on
Pmag- Fight for Survival"

in NSW: a Dm."-m'ﬂﬂ “Greiner

POLISH Prime Minister
Mieczylaw Rakowski an-
nounced he “would like to be
the best pupil in her class.”
He was saluting Maggie
Thatcher, who visited Po-
land in November.

Rakowski meant this literally
He announced he was shutting
the Lenin shipyard in Gdansk, in
4 move clearly aimed at break
ing the confidence of Solidarity
trade union militants. 7
This doesn't really surprise us.
We've long recognised that the
Polish rulers are no different
than western capitalists. But as
supporters of Solidanty, we were
naturally appalled to see Lech
Walesa likewise welcome Mag
gie Thatcher. :
The problem is thal many
Polish workers, bitterly disillusi-
oned with the social system they
live under, are under the illusion
that western polilical leaders
offer a progressive alternative
IU's essentially the same sitwation
as when western union militants
cherish illusions in Russia or
China.

Fortunately. there are activists
within Solidarity who want no
part of this. The recently formed
Palish Socialist Party was at the
forefront of the recent strikes
During Thatcher's visit they cir
culated the following leaflel:
THE BRITISH Prime Minis
ter, Mrs Thatcher, will widoubr

: Strategy for
i
c.;:,‘::m'"" camp will finish

SUBSCRIBE
1o Socialist
Action

elly find a commion language
with General Jaruzelski Most im-
portantly they are swre 1o ex
Change experiences in crushing
Trade union rights ;
“The o are already wo
i i ; warld
tuf:! EXPeris in this respect, In fuct
e e is already a tradition af
aoperation here. When the Brit
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Solidarity rally last May: Thatcher's anti-union measures were cited

Seeing through

ish miners were on strike, Jaru
zelski  huredly  came  fo
Thatcher's assistance by increas-
ing coal exports to Britain.

So perhaps Mrs  Thatcher
could be made an hororary
member of the politburo. No?
Then she should at feast be co
apied ania the consultarive court-
il — a group of independent
experts advising Jaruzelski

er advice was utilised buck
in May when owr mass media
quoted the example of the smash
g of the Brnsh seafarers” sirike
as proof that sympathy strikes
couldn't be wlerased here either
“They should find it eusy 1o
redcll un agreement this ime toa
They can rell each other of the
best way of protecting the privi-
lege of the rich against the poor,
af the most effective methods af
lowering the  consumption of
\:'nr.hug peaple, of the most skill-
ful methods 10 be adopted in
cuting social services

Thaicher could now oversee
the sucking of miners from the
Jasirzebie pits She herself has
thrown tens of thousands of min-
ers oul of work. And if it proves
;m-g.wm- to remntroduce marticl
u.w the i_!n‘r[.ih Prime Minister's
wealth of experience will surely
come in handy. After all martial
aw has been going o in North
crn“;r?fun(f for 19 years

s quite possible that Mrs
Eu{.udw will iry 0 use her visit 1o

nd fo assume the pose of a
;&r{e;;_ra‘cr‘q workers' rights, ex-

asing hes i
i M‘l[:rw:'ﬁ:;ppun Jfor Solidari-
o IWc Wattld prefer a thousand

ies over the suppor of Britain's
E{mm or seafarers; or of the
Fu}r{im{u minority in Northern
el a.nd who have everydeay expe.
"ence of poverry, persecution and

g g .

terror from the security forces

'H‘ wnderstand that Mrs
Thatcher wanis 1o use us. We
to Mrs tcher

“Reinstate the sacked miners!
Repeal your anti-union legisla-
tion! Withdraw the troops from

Northern Ireland!

RUSSIA

Limits of
glasnost

HOW REAL is Gorbachev's
democratisation? It has a long
way to go, according to Moscow
News.

“Since January | of this year,”
the weekly paper reports, "there
have been 644 unsanctioned al
tempis to hold rallies or d
strations 46 attempts in Oc-
tober alone

On October 20, nine people
were arrested outside the Lird
cafe, where the dissident Deme:
cratic Union were attempting 0
hold a rally. Three people were
sentenced to 15 days in jail

But lest Queensland readers
feel this is all too Familiar, the
paper hastens to reassure us that

this doesn’t mean that
democracy is being curtailed. A
35-person meeting in Luzhniki
discussed I

Luzhniki is a park well away
Irom the city centre

On 31 the new chief ideolo
gist, Vadim Medvedev, an-
nounced that he would not lift
the ban on Alexand
syn's book The Gudag /
fith cach passing d

i glasnosi is looking @
little sicker.

streel

rious legal issues

B G e

I

us all

0ST PEOPLE are
worried  abou the
greenhouse  effect: predic-
tions of cyclones, droughts
and floods from the warming
of the earth's atmosph
have hit home b
But some peop
their hands. “W

5.

e rubbing
unusual

y i position Lo |

an outfit of Futures Brokers in
Jaide, Drought will push up

value of futures

and othe

corn
slocks, af
make a killing

(Qther sharp-eyed Harrys are
sizing up the opporiumiies.
Melhourne engineering firm 1s
lnoking at the cammercial possi
bilities from mew technigues in

coastal and marine construction
to cope with Asing sed
k lobb;

levels.
ave tound
ritical dis-

The nuc

wronmental concern,
gue  th nuclear

radiation, plute hombs.
ind the like, So there are lew

ng than Max
Walsh writi the Sydney
Mo Hi e

5 between
cold baths and candles™. Yet it
could be that these are the only

es cap

HAVE

five per cent in the
threatens more th st rained
out cricket matches and a shor
LEF SOW SCASON.

The increase in lemperaturc
mightet sound so greal, but the

last ice was only five de

ENVIRONMENTA

The Greenhouse will affect

nuclear power and
ahsm s W\[l.l'\'ﬂ (1]

W’}- a right to be
worried, The warming of
the earth’s atmosphere by up 1o

ext 40 years

grees cooler than the earth’s cur.
rent surface temperature, and
that  spelt  bad news for

mastodons
Rainfall is sel to increase by
10 percent globally. Australian
| be 50 percent wet
be more cyclones
The oceans will ex-
and the sea will rise by a
e low-lying

countries
Millions in Bangladesh could
starve, as a large 1 of their
ericultural land is lost. Rising
temperatures will also reduce
the water retention of the soil
and food production will suffer
from soil infertility and drought

Carbon dioxide, which traps
the sun's heat. is mostly respon
sible. The gas is produced by the
purning of fossil fuels (coal, oil,
gas), and 5000 million tons a
year is now being added to the
atmosphere.

Trees absorb carbon dioxide,
but they're being felled at a rate
of one footy field every second
Photoplankion in the oceans ab-
sorb i1, but they're being des-
wroyed by ultraviolet light ood-
ing in through the damaged

ozone la
The ozone is being destroyed

Russian environmental protestors: east and west, workers aclion is essential

by chloroflucrocarbons (used in
refrigerators, air  conditioners
and aerosols) which also heal
the earth.

The other major hear-
trapping gas is methane, the
wasle gas from amimals. Inten
sive farming has doubled the
world's cattle population in forty
years, all in the service of
McDonalds' hamburgers and
their ilk, so there are now twice
a5 many cow farts floating aloft.

OW ISN'T all this — the

motorised, electric, ham-
burger munching society — ev-
idence of the evils of industrial
development? A lot of cnviron-
mentalists argue that we need to
move towards “simpler, less
energy-intensive | estyles”

They are encouraged in the
view by the fact that countrics
like Russia, which clim @ be
socialist societies, are also envir-
onmental disaster areas. The
claims by some on the left that

puclear energy was safe in the
USSR look pretty sick since
Chernobyl

Less known. but now being
publicised in the Russian press.
are the fuct that the Aral Sed has
shrunk dramatically, and that in
Moscow, an estimated million
qitizens live in environmentally
unsatisfactory conditions

But what this really shows s
that Russia, Australia oF
America, is a society where eca-
nomic production is not Orgd:
nised to meet human needs.
Rather it is devoted 0 destruc-
tive competition — 1N the Rus-
<ian case it has mostly been @
matter of millitary competition
with the west.

Socialists
wasteful use of en
ducing junk goods.
and cooling poorly

agree  that the
ergy for pro-
for healing

designed

buildings, and for transporting
millions of people around in cars
is harmful to the environment.
The global motor car fleet ac-
counts for a fifth of all carbon
dioxide emissions — and  this
with just one eighth of the
world's people owning a cart

SOCTALIST society would
transform our iransport

and energy culture. We won't
have governments cutting back
public transport and individual
cars won't be a way of life.
lings can be made encrgy-
efMicient. Solar emergy can re-
place more destructive types.

The vast portion of our econ-
omy that devotes energy Lo pro-
ducing waste — nuclear and
conventional weapans, pointless
packaging, junk mail and the
like — can be eliminated. The
creative energy that is now de-
voled to thinking up advertising
gimmicks can be devoted to pre-
serving the environment.

It will not be necessary ta g0
back to an impoverished life
style. Even in the shor run We
can fight against job cuts in the
railways, and encourage build-
workers o place “green
1" on environmental pro-
jects. Working class action of
this type, however, 1s unlikely if
environmental  activisis tell
workers that they should fieel
suilty about owning a car of
waniing a decent standard of

2. The real culprits are the

I
giant oil companiés, the car pro-
dus the nuclear lobby.
Ultimately what is needed is 3
global “green ban" imposed by
orkers of all countries, on the
capitalist system that makes it
profitable to destroy the earth
we live on,

— Phul Shannan
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The natural

S0 BOB Hawke has
scored an invitation 10 8p~
pear in The
Company. Funny, Wwe
{hought he was already in
¢ 2 show of thal name.
We'd say he's a nalural o

y "Con the Fruiterer

after al, he's been playing
“Con the Worker  for 18
years.

Copping out
QUEENSLAND cops are
retiring at the rate of three
aweek — double the rale
of a year ago, according
o the Pojice Union

Question: has roling
drunks, bashing blacks
and bullying kids become
twice as stressful in the
last 12 months, as the po-
lie seem fo wan! 1o Sug-
gest? Or has a cerain
well-known corruplian in-
quiry got something fo do
wih the exodus? As they
say in Brisbane, if the cap
Fitz, wear il ..

Efficiency plus il

due 1o put the stopwaich
on public servants &l the
Veterans' Review Board
n Sydney, which handles
pansion claims.

maotion people falled to e

by fundamentalists, Clea-

Britain has decided o ban

Marlin Scorsese’s contro-

versial film  The Last such

Twanr:mbar;ﬂ of Christ pany.
leator Moar does not

have a cinema. e

Keating: claptrap

Inflated asset
LABDR may call him the world's greatest treasurer, bul

Kealing obviously wasn't listening one day in

@ s 4 economics class. Consider this guote in t
AT (5 Was sy b Etos G, el A
i Let's say they (Bond and Elliott) and up with $20

ilion in gross assets abroad, our net debl abroad is
reduced by 520 billion. e

This is, of course, gross and net drivel. Buying
B me-ann. foreign assets does not reduce foreign debt by the

amount — in fact, the invariable overseas loans

for the purchase | a

show ug ai the appainied purchase increase debl until the assels earn
hour. When Ihe Board enrYIWWEh profit to pay them oft. Stock 1o predicting
phoned them fo find gul |alon figures, Paul .. no-one takes you senously on

ymy‘ their excuse was, 0= myiray,
. We made a mis-
Rl iy Sweet thought the sweels hers. You
MAGNANIMOUS gesture TSt eal, them in. your
\=ER gD ?én?';ltwsh pramaceuical pame
jany Stafford Mill
temptation When s - workers Shrouded in

AFTER furious lobbying smashed production re- Mystery

cards, it
for Moor lown council in atoﬂe‘eI B e =AE plad o T

True believers remain by

In case the workers gol  the ca
g carbon dating of the
oo caried away with Shroud of Turin ‘?he yeaer

gen:rosvm‘ com- of Christ's crucifixation

gm uction con-  has merely been shiffed

oger Norhwood 1o between 1260 and
1380,

announced, "Don't chew

Election expense
POSTSCRIPT to the US
presidential election: the
Reputlican Parly spent
500,000 on the padium
for ils national convention
Too bad it couldn't afford
a better platform

Star struck
AMERICAN companies
are now frying to name
slars in distant galaxies
after the wealthy  for &
price, of course. Sounds
reasonable to us —
vided the wealthy go and
live there as well

May we quote you?
FIRST, | would say a
prayer for mysell and the
country.”
— Dan Qui !

.
he'd do f he became
Pr

“NOME of these people

on the dole know what it's
like to be in dabt for half a
million."

— British C

TS A big world out
there, with a lot of cust
omers.

“IF | could talk feottall, 1'd
have been in the Cab-
inet

— Science mi

Quest-ionable taste
CHARITY quests are p
has io be the fund-raising eff
in the Mrs Australia quest, Sand
She's just auctioned an iron b
Jron Bar” Tuckey for $200. Tuckey use
you may recall, to beat up an Aborig
hope Mrs Shaw's favoured charity, the

Crippled Children, has the good laste lo send the

maney back.

y sick. But one of the sickest
by the WA candidate

w
belong to Wilson

DEGDNs gy
Industrial
} notebook

| BAD NEW for publi
public servants;
mACDA elections in NS%
|} e vonr e
‘ Weéulag‘mrﬁ = ]

aird will take office
. January, replacing Bmuchu"Sel-
Icl:dlzry Trevor g who
. ;orkwlgz—g;m::d lefi-wing and
| ey Rank and File
Rank and File pol,

With about 5600 ﬂ.rg iy
usually high number the left
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lost the five official positions by
between 199 and 287 votes.

The Caird faction, who call
themselves the “Activisis” have
been active only in suppressing

disputes and undermining oppo-
sition. Given the recent outbreak
of staffing disputes in several
depariment, this election result
comes at a bad time,

Deeming had already agreed
LLID call union-wide meetings of
c!egalea 10 diseuss joint action
on staffing. Th re's now only a
month to organize (hese meet-
mngs and (hopefully) mass meet-
ings (o follow,
Deeming can still h
: elp over
tum C.a\rd._\ (and the Npa[m;ul
(:ﬁ‘u;n s) divisive and defeatist
r;l:gy of  department-by-
partment fights, But he
must move quickly while he still

together.

And next yea

come out fighting

porters are on the [
again.

Amusement union

away

issue is not &

has the power to get members

r, the Rank and
File grouping must regroup and

HOYTS workers and th

Every Saturday night from 0
o 9 pm, the Theatrical
allies its for
ces in Bourke Street, Melbourne
It's not an easy struggle but we
are ll.lntI)‘I.' quite a few ]Kll[‘:k'

A picket also greeted Hoyts
sharcholders who turned up al
their Annual Meeting late
month. The boycort is still in
force and Hoyts mana
have been served natice that this
10 away

Malaysia: fighting the
repression

N THE 27th of October, eighteen

people in 2 detention

Northern Malaysia went on a ten-day
hunger strike.

They were marking the

7 of 107 pehitic

1aber
the Internal Sec ¥ Act
without open trial
extended another (wo
ndefinitely
s to be a democracy. Yet

hunger strikers ir
led 1o a nur

friends of
the police W
release ballool
their hushands” names

cedom |

sition parlian
_ I

ALAYSIA is a product both ¢
its vontinuing inte-
alist marke

colonial past 2

profiis fr
But 1hi
populatic
China and |
M ¢

ed 1o modern pre
But the real e
wce the local popul

groups bein el into distinet eco:
nomic nick s remained ©
whelmingly rural and poor, except for the
small traditional aristocracy E
Chinese came to dominate urban o

1 retained their own lar

ar
British policy led (o the different ethnic

Janey Stone repors on her recent visit

mmunalism has come 1o
of Malaysian soc al life
class 1ssu€s frequently

paliti
pear disguised as racial conflicts.
smory are the

Uppermost in modem me
ruce miots of 1969, when communal vio
lence resulted in many Chinese deaths. But
‘mply the product of
rually resulied from

the Fiots were
wostility. They ac

le political situation

3| of the national capital

Having lost contr :
: party needed to e

in an election, the ruling 5 §
assert itsell. Exploit quinG Erevances
o mabilise sections of the rurel Malay
population, they bussed {housands of them
It Kuala Lumpur and directed their a

at a canvenicnt scapegoal

2 . cpe ce in 1957 the country
G e s coaliion duminaicd
. S
by the United Malays ! .mun:l :'::,;.zzlm
L (UNNO), which had led the InCePEE ¢
d which was nawdluq ! ¢
Malay populal il gtlllr I?L%’E:ﬁi\:
UMNO used its state control (o 5
the ruling class and improve s
the world ec

wers: buiiding unions is an uphil bafle

The Mew Economic Policy aimed 1o
create a Malay bourgeoisie in the name of
ling with the social backwardness and
1 the indigenous population It
imposed Malay as the one national lan
ouage ("Bahasa Malaysia J granted Malays
BUIEE  a land ownership, business li-
censes, educational apportunities and go
vernment. positions, and stipulated the per-
of Malay ownership of company

poverty of

privilege:

centage
shares

g !‘1r\\mu appeared 10 be compensalng lllm.\
for the decades of backwardness. Butin fact
\here was also an INETEASE N hinese oW

nership of businesses. The end result was a
multi-racial business class.

Fallowing Mahathir's ascendancy N
1981, he introduced his Look East !_ormg,n.
solicy. This meant an ds50¢ ation with the
Third Warld as against Europe. while main
wunist stance. The anti-
ade good propaganda,
¢ was @ turn towards
and political

{aining an anti-com
jmperialist posture M
hut the actual outeom
Japan for both investment
ideds.
On my visit I w
all political proposé
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as struck by the way that
s are made in the name




i racial harmony. This is supposed to be
:nnnﬁmﬁ hyll:g tical system, in which
the ruling coalition, the National Front.
comprises partics based on each main racial

But in reality, these parties represent '.hc
‘class members of each race. As envir
onmental activist Gurmit Singh told me
“Palitics in Malaysia today is politics of the
elite. Many people use race and religion 1o
rise to power.”

The Malay party UMNO overwhelmingly
dominates the political process. The other
coalition parties play along because it suils
their class interests. That is why the Malay-
sian Chinese Association stayed in the coa-
lition even when a leading member was
detained

T'l{[S POLITICAL equilibrium was
threatened lasi year when Mahathir
faced a combination of economic recession
(mainly caused by falling prices in Malay-
sia’s main exports of rubber, tin and palm
oil) and political tensions as Factional unrest
erupted within TMNO.

In this siuation Mahathir drew on the
issue used in the past by the ruling class to
divert attention from their difficulties — the
prospect of racial violence.

In announcing the detentions in Oclober
1987, Mahathir claimed there was a
of nots as in 1969

It was claimed that Chinese effons o
retain contral of their Chinesc schools were
raising racial tensions. But the real threat
came from the ruling party itsclf

PLALE FoR You
IN THE NATIONAL
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At an UMNO Youth rally just before the
clampdown, there were banners with ihe
words "May |3 g begun” 8 reference to
the 1969 riots, ‘Others had a painted il
(Malay dagger) andithe words, “Soak it with
Chincse blood™. There were inflammatory
anti-Chinese speeches. Some participants
wanted 10 burn andeffigy of a leader of the
Malaysian Chinese Assoeiation

‘As the detainees declared, "the so-called
crisis of national seeurity Was a SCEMirio
orchestrated by racialist and extremist ele-
ments within the ruling eoalition itsell”

Those detained included trade unionists,
feminists, religious leaders, environmental
and other public interest vists, and
members of parliament, ineluding some
from the ruling coalition

The wide range of political views among
the detainees appears to have been intended
1o demonsiraie thal the arrests were nol
political but were far “security reasons”. But
one UMNO member amested languished for
only a couple of weeks before being
leased, and shortly after he was granted an
honour

It is not that the government saw those
ained as a serious threat. But the level of
fear you can ohserve today in Malaysia
attests 1o the effectiveness of the warnin|
which the detentions represented. The
vernment showed it could control the o
try, both through state powers asnd manipu
lation of popular fears

The arrests were accompanied by the

closure of three newspapers, including
only English language daily with any dc
of independence. These later re-opene
content and without the
it minded journalists

During 1988 Mahathir's opponents tried
o use tllg- courls 1o unseat him, but his
clever political manoenvring has resulted in
1 split in the party, with Mahathir retaining
fons e e s i

L al government by
expelling and forcing resignations of leading
Judges. .

Mahathir can change the constitution at
any time hy virtue of UMNO's large major-
e puesion SRR 0"
Teiysitin i neouERR [ e
oy ‘;'H ewspapers are largely under
2 ent control. And  Mah:

Home Minister has control L
4 : over the pol

de

more independs

ice

UT THOSE who see
tator, and therefore fg
n on Mahathir personall
point
Mahathir has certainly sy

A develpjy,
15 theip n:::‘
+ s 1y m’;

opre
cratic rights. The current anh‘;\m demg
means “Under Mahathir, n oosC N
expresses a biter fruth, Bup e onin
UMNO faction offer no aliematiye T
mit Singh says, “They want a mxk--.\\.nm
get them elected but not to pjye ,f:l.l,‘m"
lation a voice™  Popu

thir's actions resulted pog only
1al difficulties, but alsg Im\m'\-”|I
) deal with major ecanamie problent
aysia's WOrsL economic IL‘U'\“.J”“N
oceurred in 1986, Since late last ye
export-le i
This 15 paril
rubb:

ONOMIC recovery has og um‘.l.
1 result of improved pr
Im-oil, and partly due g
nd for Malaysian manufz
v electronics, g
1987

tral bank mirr

\pitalists as the

of Malaysi

iter, Daim Zamuddin culs ¢

incre
ation. Now

Nigel Laws

while c

= in the public
ting in 200,000 un

i
filled vacancie

It 1s very diffi
Only abour 11¢

of them small or “in enterprs
based
Labour minister Lee said recently: “Un.

ions have the right 1o
they mu:
mind”, [t is

nter
ment that determine:

1€ gove
the “interest of the nati

Warkers in the public
nd negotiate with the emp
hamstrung icratic |
dures which make | strial action €x
tremely difficulr. A | stnke requires @
two thirds majority in a secret ballot

In the private sector, things are
different. For instance earlier this year bank

ewhal

Malaysian factory

workers ran

1 campal

vis I
woman cmployee
suceceded in forcing the transfer of the

SUpErVISOr

Most imps
currently |
ers in the free &
up in the early 70's
investment, Inves

mpletely free |
as five

ularly renewed

E GOVERNMENT has kept trade
nions out of the free trade zones by
is devices. For example, the electrical
workers union was denied cove of the
women making electronic chips on the
grounds that electrical was not the same as
“electroni

Vil

the Se
| the
o ruling that

pewter was I osily tin)

The Labour minister justifi
tions on workers in the free trade 7
because “we wunt Ic
time o sellle dowr
meant 16 years without ha
collectively

The g
worke

they be *
While some of the leading mult

tionals operating in this area would like o
keep unions out (after all, many moved 10
South East Asia o escape from the unio
ised workforees of the West) others have
maore sophisticated view. As one academic
said, "1f there are no formal mechanisms for
negotiations, o ght get more militant
Torms sprin

rtance, Workers

n

h oppone
including MPs, have
media and forbidden of
neetings, there is still a rang

of politic al

ps
he Environmental Protection 50
says.

ciety, whose president Gurmit Sing
We must dispel the myth that poli ics is the
tive of politic
ruption and ne

n is rife on the

sian political scene, and SOME & 1i-

vists atiempl 10 opp the worst abuses.

mpany d by UMNO was
way

1atollt
Abuses Movement

ranted a tender L
the Ant

1e on issues like VIO
1. Others, sueh 45 Ca
rate on

inst w
i church workers also concent
assrools activity, The fFar Eustern
Re reparts one 8s saying ef
oup wanis "o organise and conscieniise
estate and factory workers
with the aim of forming &

the grassroots
and squatiers
mass-hased people’s movement -

I'hat's a good summary of what's needed.

D i il] battie.
But it’s going to be an uphi el ey Stone

Sociauist W Acrion

WHAT WE
STAND FOR

Socialism

We fight for soclalism: the creation of
a classless society in which the econo-
my will be democratically planned, and
workers themselves will make the key
decisions about economic and social
Ilife. Countries (ike Russia and China ara
bureaucratic class socielies, and have
|'|L|[I’\I[\g in common with real socialism.

Revolution, not Reformism

We are revolutionaries. The expe-
rience of Labor in power has shown the
bankruplcy of atiempts to linker with the
existing capitaist system The capitalists
will nol aliow a peaceful, pariamentary
foad to socialism. Their state is a weapon
of class rule, and must be smashed

A Mass Workers' Party

Workers need a revolutionary party.
The working class cannot make a revolu-
tion through spontansous upheavals. The
p grganised, and we need 10
0o, Today we work to build a
ger revolutionary movement out of
he struggles being waged on the job and
around social prolest issues. TOmOmow
we musl creale a mass workers' party 10
|ead the struggle for socialism

Internationalism

We are internationalists. The warking
class exists in all countries, and the strug-
gle for socialism knows no national barri-
ars. A socialist revolution cannot surive
within a single country. It must be spread
1o cther countries of it will fail. For these
reasons we are building a worldwide
movement, and we 0ppose measures like
hich twrn the gnlrkersug:

na country against others. Only U
:,\;?\dwude :cmal.sm can there be an eng
1o war and the threat of nuclear war, an
an end to the abuse of the environment.

L iberation from Oppression

we fight for liberation and against the
gppression ol women, blacks m\gra.nts
and gays. All of these lorms of oppression
are Used to divide the working class. The
fight against them is an essential pan of
puilding a wnited revolutionary muverr!em
They can only be ended through ent 0
capralism and building socialism.

Socialist Action

for Socialist Action. It's no
gy ing about the world: gne point
: hange it Marxist theory an propa-
Ibalr?di ausg only meaningful if they are a
guida to action \n the unions, social move-
ments and wharever people are hghbr\gk
for a better world, socialists aré m’lhﬂ thic
of the fight |f that's where you want to be,
join us today!

good just talk
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A § WE walch today’s La-
Fhbor under-
mine our living slnwd:!rds
union organisation.
we foel shocked. Yet such
things have 2 very long
history.

There were Labor govern-
menis i power during the Greal
Depression, 100, and therc
wasn'tone of them that didn’t do
the basses’ bidding Fortunately
there were people willing 10

was one of the
countries hardest hit by the De-
pression, and  the employers
were quick (o take it out on the
working class.

fn 192K, waiersule workers
went on strike against an award
of the Arbitration Court which
considerably  worsened  their
conditions of employment. The
Nationalist governiment brought
in the notorious “Dog Collar
Act” to regiment the waterfront,
and scabs were used

In all states, the scabs got
palice protection. In Victoria, the
Labor Nemment's  cops
smashed picket lines and killed a

LIKE THESE
YOU NEED—

'MINTTES <

THE UNIVERSAL SWEE

e e s e L

dThee Lang, like most Labor politicians, only crealed more heada@ﬁ for

1928 brought similar attacks the working class

on the Timber W

hers, whosce

new award threatened “longer "
hours. less pay, piecework and e s
the substitution of youths for ¥

adulis”

foree a 125 percent wage cul

During the 1932 federal election
¢ , Labor leader Scullin n o e
open the mines on

the workers” terms if elected,
Miners raised huge sums of mo-
ney for his campaign but once in
power. Scullin reneged  The
promised Federal intervention
never happened

Al Rothbury. in December
19249, u picketer was killed by
police, provoking a mass outcry
from trade unionists. Miners
struck around Australia and a
20,000 strong demonstration in
Sydney called on Scullin 1o use
the arnied forces 1o protect min.
e apdinst the police, He
refused

the

at all Morthern collieries

(sound familiar?),

Over the next few weeks rank
and file action escalated, until a
demonstration of 2000 Labor
Defence Corps members at Kur-
n was. b;;!;n up by palice. The
s OulL until they wer
defeated in June. i Ve

confidence was at an all time
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low
back, bul when they
always fuced the e
of the stale, whether Lab
the conservatives were in p
Al the time Scull
office in October 192
ployment was «
IMpOrts  massive
exparts, conser

paunds of Treasury bills held by
British bondholders were 1o fall
due in June 1931

The
Board and the conservatives put
T“E‘ UNION set tp pickets EU—\:\[\#\ on Scullin o imroduce
and established 3 Labor De. " official of the Bank of Eng

bz > e P
fence Corps. There was 1k 1 i, Niemey
disaffiliation from the ALP 1 i waoes by
cut wages by 20 percent.

Seullins own answer, higher
tariffs, had failed 10 pull Austra
lia out of the Depression

oo adopied pi
When the full force of the sures, introducing legislation

Depression bt in 1931, workers.  Sueng o R s
k. o

that this worked, it just export-

The coal owners locked the
miRers out in an attempt to en-

ed unemployment to  other
states.

payment of interesi I«
bondholders i a sli
ferent version of 1the
cutting being proposed by Ono
Niemeyer

The “Premiers’ P
ged us a compromise between
the conservative proposals ¢
the L plan. It had fi
provisions: to reduce
ment  expenditure, including
pensions and public seryvice sa
anes, by 200 percent; o conven

1

es. and 1o provide relief for
private morgages

The last point was designed to
help the middie classes, as few
Workers owned their own home
i those days,

; Eventually every state premi
"l dgreed 10 the main thrust of
he plan, including Lang

UNEMPU WED moveme

g H s
were a high point of work-

ing s resistance i
Depression, 'Ihi-lL o
e satisfaction
iments.

In Victoria the Hogan Lahgr
government added 1o the prob.
lem by sacking 6000 railway.
workers i (wo years M.
bourne’s unemployed acrivigs
showed what they thought of
Hogan by dnaving him off (e
May Day platform in 1932,

Jack Lang was no better. The
Svdney Morning  Herald des
cribed a battle between the
employed, who

2 The
Unempliyed
1 from A p

B0

BrC Irying 1n
i eviction, and the NSW

ng the Depression

laimed vern on beha
all But no §
hing especiall
times of sis. Injre
ty. th 1 fi

system

Today when we see Bob
Hawke, Peter Dowding and
John Cain cut wages, prop up
shady businesses, and send the
cops to hreak up our demon:
stral we are simply obsery-
ing the st act in a long run
ning saga

Mary Gori

Jim Scullin: promises broken

ii_hi———wf

INDUSTRIA

DSH: taking the government

down a

NIONISTS in the feder-
al public service have
heen doing battle over the
past few weeks, with strug-
gles springing up in Defence
Service Homes Corporation
and in the artment of
Community Services and
Health
Workers in Defence
Homes (DSH
impartant victory
days on the picket linc they
forced the § T
ramtee there will be n
sacked folloy
DSH 10 th
DSH w
two main public
(ACOA and APSA

ree 1o this was @ major

e
e keen, there
pport. Wher

Workers in Veteran'
the department (o which DSH is
ttached, were ¢
portive, walking ¢

d
and a national 24 hous

ESPITE opposition from
ACOA offic
of pursuing

artment by department
is, even when the issues af-
fect all members, support for
service wide action was building.

In Melbourne a rank and file
push in this direction was well
under way when the dispute was
settled

In Sydney, Social Security
elegates have adopted a policy
of opposition (o the department
by department strategy. They
have called for o service-wide
delegates’ meeting 10 discuss the
isue of stafl culs and how 10
respond 1o them

The credit for the DSH victory

L STRUGGLE

peg

On the picket I\_n_e at Defence Service Homes

course, to
se deter
2 nt and
surprise. But
ity from other sections
ayed its part, both in pres-
wemment and
the morale

with strike action
that such an esc
from the original

in the union
d this view, arguing
, militant response to stand
downs can win victories. The
outcome of the DSH dispute is
powerful evidence lor our point

1ave

challe

of view

ANWHILE, public ser-
ts in the Department
of Community Services and
Health (DCSH) are taking
{he cudgels to resist the cutting
of 500 jobs.

Well_attended meetings have
chown real anger towards the
government and management
and there is a new enthusiasm to
jake action, coupled with a
slowly growing impatience with
officials’ strategy.

tle history of militant action, keen enough but some officials
e are more interested in their bu
reaucratic positons than in &
real, united fight.

Also, unlike the recent Social

man: ment may ny
felt that DCSH un
not show  much il
I Sel ¢s and Heald L
&\:\:‘:Hﬂl‘:}“\:x\a‘l\l:.l ‘_r‘:‘d\ ishs  Security dispute in NSW, lheft.
went without any resistance are nol enough rank and. ml‘
is now a widespread militants to successfully chal-
lenge the officials control of the
dispute. Nor is there yet in Can-
bemra the sort of rank and file
network of public service un
jonists spread over different de-
partments who can orgamise c-
tion 1o get around official foot-
. early meetings in Can-  drapging 5
ncr’r‘ltl‘l‘l:‘l-;lfr:.:)nlllml||~‘ﬁ Socialist  Attacks on public servants
Action members and supporters  working conditions can be ;‘x-
about the need (o fight Were  pected to conlinue. The L::‘ 1::
well-received,  but concrele  government i keen to sl Dm
roposals for stepped-up action  Aystralian posses how 10 &
Iy a handful of voles- — about rationalising and stream-
However, our amendment at @ [ining their cmrnwnsi;sgm .:::1
Jater mass meeting receive 60 determination of DSt
yotes out of 300 and included  DCSH workers 15 an ,"hp‘l ant
f the active delegales. sign to all workers (ha
i bosses can be fought
HE CAMPAIGN is mob pany unionists, who may not
without  its weaknesses.  Lrow Leon Trvfmk} from a n}l‘z
(Canberra is in the forefront of i “are starting to f:u"wl s
the struggle. Other states are  givice for the working lcam
ot doing as well due (0 POOIEE  "distrust you~ bosses, rely on
isation, worse o= your own strengths and control
greater demoral yyur Jeaders These are three

e
awareness that job culs mean
demoralisation for hundreds of
excess officers who get shunted
around until they resien in frus-

ion, and more work for those

received onl

jals and r - thr

ﬂ:::on key ingmll:euh hl;pr ‘: n:xmng
2 .. recipe in the public

Although (he two main uniens gl it e

L supposedly agreed 1o worp e
::l":[r:\_: p:m the issue, theres oﬁt_ ﬁbm i
best i dlrﬂcuhg;n bgg I:]:: Phil Shannon (DCSH)

happen. Mem!
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Why we hate Monday
mornings

() YOU hate Mondays?

Is your work boring,
frusirating and draining? Do
you feel like a machine rath-
er than a person?

1's 4 common feeling. Karl
Mars made a classic analysis of
it under the headi alienation
of labour”

What is this alienation of
labour?

“Labour is extenal 1o the
werker. You do norconfirm your-
self tn your work, but deny vour-
self feel miseruble and nor happy
da wot develop free mental and
physical energy, bur mortify vour
flesh and ruin vour mind. Your
labour 15 not voluntary  bur
forced. 11 is non the sarisfaction of
u weed bur a inere means 1o
sutisfy needs ouiside itself.

We don't hate work because
we're lazy. We have all at some
ume felt real satisfaction at
completing a task or figuring out
a problem, and with it comes a
sense of camaraderic with our
fellow workers. And we spend
Iul_\ of our free tme voluntarily
doing  work:  gurdening, car
mamtenance, chiri
political activity.

I is farced Iibour which is
alienating: “labour under the
Tule, coercion and yoke of
anather person” as Marx put it

M(lls'l OF the time we have
little or o contral gver
what we do at work, Assembl
lines, guotas and s.med-unz

iy work or

push us to our limit. When man-
agement culs corners, it often
means safety and quality is
saerificed,

Al the same time work is su
specialised that we only use a
part of our abilities. The Y
with the ma
chine, the office workers with
the computer, and both are com
monly treated as il they don't
have u brain,

The new management tech
nigues currently being intro
duced claim (o solve this prob
lem through multi-skilling, but
because of the power relations in
capitalist society. multi-skilling
a means (o eliminate
ate us from alien-

Meanwhile we are also es-
tranged {rom other people by
competition  between  workers
and between firms, In the so
called free market system eve
ryone, even the boss, is subject 1o
what Marx called “an inhuman
power”  — the compulsive
growth of the economic system

el what makes us human 15
free conscious autiviry. Our abil-
1Ly 1o leam, (0 develop our abil-
1ies, and interact with other peo
le and with nature creatively is
what distinguishes  us  from
animals,

Foreed labour alienaies us
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from our humanity, while free
labour is our human essence.

N ADDITION to heing alien-

ated from our labour, in this
society we are alienated from
what we produce. If you work in
a car factory, you do not own
the cars thal are made there,
even though you have worked to
make them. You still have lo
save up and buy one.

Orif you work at Heinz, you
can sull be hungry if you don't
earn enough 1o buy all the food
you need. The objects, says
Mar, "begin to confront you as
an autonomous power — hostile
and alien. The workers arc
rubbed of the objects they need
most for life.” ;

This experience was summed
upin that Depression song about
a worker reduced 10 begging

v =
Cace | biiilt o raiload, made
i,

Made it race against nme.
Onee I built a railroad, now ir's
dimne

Buddy, can you sparc u dime?”

Marx described how peoy
Ale even estranged from the

kes they live in, even though
these 100 are created by the f
huf.; of the working class:

(J\\-.’n:::..'rw person's basement
i B I8 an uneongeniol ele
Ldn alien vestrictive power

ple

among
Multi-skilling

juist as 1 have a mi

B only surrenders i

Iself 1os
the expense of vour I 63y

SWEU! g
; o citnnot look on o
- home .. nstead you fi
1self i Someone el fon

vier fies in waig

"y
YOu if yoy

kers paying off e
2ages it might be the hunk rale
than the landlord wha hag H-‘.
power. hut the basic reality i -
e

To summarise: capitalism js 4
stem where we are estr; |
from the pr
om wh

ss of produc
we produce Iy
a system of forced rather than
tree labour

d's
employee or hassled housewife it
ty oppressive. But ai
mes it can be a pleasant
productive experience.

physical powers to plan and pre.
pare 1. We work at our own
pace and in our own manner
We enjoy the meal and perhaps
share it with friends. Our labour
produces dircet benefits

y where all work wis
would be very differ:
e capitalism. In fact the
transformation of work is a cen-
tral task of the socialist revolu
tion. By ting rid of useless
tasks. such as advertising, bu
reaucray

0L €
reduced. The most ung
and buoring jobs cun be 1o
climinated

With workers controll
labour work will he
more  salistying
ful, Our rulers m:
nise this fact when
e that their fake “in-
nocracy” will make

¢
us more motivated on the job
Real workers' d:
unleash  iremer

nocracy will

jous  creativity

the workforce
will cease 10 be

4 threat and bes
bs

ome morc inter
varied. Marx pictured

e forde
o another [0
moning

Production will be developed

so that enough s produced that
we can live by the mamm

From each according to thei

ahility and to each according 1
their need.

And for the first time, we can

all look forward to Monday
morning.

patricia Langenakker

R

I

HE DECISION by a
judge in Sydney that a
young woman should khc ster-
{lised hecause of her intellec-
tual disabilities raises an
issue of great importance to
socialists, who should always
e concerned with human
ignity.
d‘im;lm\\-u_\ will be furtf
fuclled at the suggestion by Vic-
\ona’s ombudsman that sterilisa
tion should be considered in the
case of parents whose children
have become wards of the stale,
Why has this issue suddenly
aroused controversy in 1988
when sterilisations have heen
performed for years?
The Family C
decided that 1
old woman’s parcnis C yuld con
sent to a steril 1 on her
It's the question of consent
that has involved the courts. Le
Ily no doctor can perform any
gperation on any person without
their consent, or the consent of
someone who can validly g
Consent is vital, Without
doctors could be liable for crin
inal or civil assault, or could be
up for professiona
But whal happens
can't give consent be

1 judge has
fourteen-year

don’t have the present mental or

intellectual capability

OMPULSORY
sentual sterilisation have
had a sorry history, especially in
the first part of the twentieth
century.
Pri

non-con-

ents of eugenics ar

ability, epilepsy, criminality @
paupensm were hereditary, and
those that possessed them should
llowed to breed

that the species advances by the
survival of the fitest. Yet th
believed that the unfit, like alco
holics, criminals and prosututes
were reproducing at a higher
rate

The eugenics movement was
quite successful. By 1937, thirty
one US states and two Canadian
provinces pravided for compul
sory sterilization in their statute
books. The movement declined
in the 19405, when people saw
Hitler taking such ideas to an
homific conclusion. But sterilisa
tions continued

Other  arguments  emerged
There were the economic justifi
cations: that children of people
with intellectual  disabilities
would be neglected, that they
would become a burden on the
state

Currently, stenlisations on
women with intellectual disabil-

-
why is the stale intervening’

ities are rationalised on the basis
that the operation is in their best
interests. The woman would not
have to be informed about men-
struation. She wouldn't have
cxperience the discomfort and

re would be no danger of

in and trauma. No need for
abortions. No wasting time and
energy on sex education.

HE EXTENT of involun-
tary sterilisations in Austra-
lia is hard to determine,

Dilemmas of a
sterile society

, Australia and Victoria
x:lnu reached the same con-
clusions: UNnecessary sterilisi-
s are being performed .‘:."

ple with intellectual di sﬂhl‘l;
ties, whether they are living 2

i tutions.
home oF in ins e
They are being peﬂnmnu.tl:!
doctors, usually in hospitals, I‘::
dont ke Statistics on 1

pumber nip «erilisations being

& i
Nr\t‘ilk\cr\ in the field tell [E\e\
same stof Girls are r:qm_rcnd:_
have sigrilisations asa preur;l s
(lon to staying 1t mmt_;{n?‘ s o
ivit home-Eype at:oﬂmom
tion. Stories abound &

I

en tryng (0 have children, only
1o find out that they were steri-
lised as young teenagers.
_ Hysterectomies, fubal liga-
tions, and o a much lesser extent
vasectomies, are used as an al-
lernative to education and inde-
pendence training. Often it's an
easy option for parents unable to
come 1o terms with their child-
rens' sexuality

Increasing concem about the
rights of people with disabilities
and  moves towards  de-
institutionalisation are two rea-
sons why sterilisation has be-
come an issue in the 1980s.

'HE INCREASED concern
did not happen hy accident:
il is the result of the struggles of
disabled persons to get a better
deal in society.

They are demanding freedom
of movement and personal rela-
tionships, freedom from abuse,
the right 10 manage money and
make decisions. There is a pro-
liferation  of  self-advocacy
groups, the Intellectual disability
nghts service of Sydney's Red-
fern Legal Centre, and the m
tant actions by People for Equal
Not  Institutionalisation

Al the same time the current
vogue is for closing institutions,
getting people back into main-
Siream society, and selting up
community residential _units.
This sounds good, but really it is
a cover for cuthacks i health
and social services, and for shift-
ing the burden of care back onto
the family, especially women.

As this burden increases, par-
ents will be tempted all the more
{0 us¢ sterilisation as an easy
option, Doctors have for years
connived with parents, and sur-
rephitiously performed  opera-
tions that take away the basic
human right o reproduce The
trend could accelerate now.

The capitalist state, through
its judges, has stepped in. Given
some of the other alternatives.
this is by no means the Worst
thing that can happen. )

Nevertheless, all’.li incrzalseruln
state er, whether openly re-
pressigz“ur supposedly benign is
a worry for sm:!:llsts[ The n“n'::

inble tection for youn
i proein, (o
jly is @ pow social loaves
ment that can fight for their
rights and create @ more pnlv
gressive climate, and eventual
create @ society where human
needs are paramount.

— Sam Berry
ISUB

1o Soclalist
Action
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peeds restructuring. But they

heads. But th
alists and their ALP mates Who

n the Accord
=out. create aculture

geriese Of power?

for us.

Jg.’:d Mathews' A Cultwre of
Pawerargues the second point of
view. It aims [o convince em-

rs that the union leaders
and ALP have some clever ideas
for Australian capitalism, _and
simultanecusly  lo  convince
workers that capitalist sofutions
are the best for them 0.

Mathews says change is Inev-
jtable. Capitalism run according
1o the gld assembly line methods
is just not efficient or ]ﬂl_bduc—
tive; goods produced in this way
are now loo costly o compele.

“In the 1990s he wries,
“productivity will be crucially
dependent on skill, and on
worker responsibility and com-
mitment. Industrial democracy
s become a mater of econom
16 survival

Mathews says “codetermina-
tion” between workers and
management will give us a
redler say in ruAning SOCIEty
We'll move stcp by stepi a say in
the workplace leads 10 a place
on the Board, which flows on to
control of invesiment funds, giv-
ing us some real clout running
the economy.

UT  ALTHOUGH  some

'countries have already tried
such methods, Mathews is hard
pressed (o point to any suc-
cesses,

The Swedish labour move-
ment pioneered the idea of
union-controlled nvesiment
funds. Billed as u challenge 10
mmmp!uw power, the scheme's
real aim was (0 revilalise an
investment-starved  industrial
sector. In the face of employer
Tesistance, it has been much re

virtually no impact on invest-
ment.

By 1985 the government an-
nounced the scheme would not

are they shareholders fi
operate after 1990, Warkers had e
lost money from levies and had O T orkers?

little to show for it
Or ke employec  share

where worker shareholde
influenced COmpany deu:nl;:ve
In fact he admits a major
problem.  Shareholders  want
profits distributed 1o them: man-
Agement wants profits ph]‘llghﬁd
back into expanding the busi-
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3 John Mathews thinks unions ; h
vised and reduced, and has had  Accord T i b

jobs and higher wages. He has
no answer for the dilemma con-
fromting

;:;mhu{ industrial de;
: Mathews says the kforc
;r[w‘w:;ﬁ m:;‘ ]l‘J[ M-|h§w>' the future will \w“::l 'ﬁit.h%

1€ 5ay5 ighly d
R yl;el ltjsse highly skilled, responsible and

i R democratically orgamised work-
“ant paint 1o a single place  force wh =0 ok

management how the work will
be done.”

Yet he recognises this can
mean speed-ups, increased stress
and the introduction of shop.
floor groups like Quality Circles

ness; an that are frequently a coves
d workers want more  union hwi"\;. ly a cover for

E SAYS this can be over-
aAcome because there is
deeper”” need for cooperation
rather than confrontation from
management.

Ask the workers from Mel
bourne’s  Williamstown Dock
Yards. Despite full “industrial
democricy” they woke up one
moming in 1986 1o find that the
government was poing 1o sack
hundreds of them, with no con
sultation whatsoever,

Mathews wants a Guaranteed
Minimum Income scheme to
help us with illness and unem
ployment Except that the
%fhxmc would be funded by a
sansumption tx (') or possibly a
14X on profits, or maybe from a

wage culting
supporter of the Accord Laurie
Carmichael admits that its be-

from the treadmill of w
struggle and

issues,
this means th
to defend
and our const

serve work

are a blessin

being elected

vernment and w
he very useful, but under the
current regime it's always at ouf
expense. What's needed is a very

different sort of
waorkers’ state, where we actual
ly control political decision-
making

at the beginming
Mathews rules out socialism ds
an “ill defined and essentially
unatlainable goal”

mix of sources, there
in his plan that differs dryy
cally from the current sep.yy :m
In fact he sounds downrighy
reactionary when he sug, c“
the government “fake «lepqg =
ensure that it is not mtwon.od t&”
that significant minority not r"
suaded as 1o the ﬁu-mwwn.r
working." :

5 nu[hms

Mathews' stratepy for achiey.
ing his goals is weakest of g
The key feature is re-electing 2
Labor government, followed hy.

accords with various

sure groups. He claims La-
bor's first two terms have shown
it can manage the economy, and
a third term can bring sustained

reform,

Most observers of Li
power would
ment’s greatest

great

Accord has lib

allowed unions 1o
on ty of life

nditions

OR  MATHEWS, even
Hawke's broken promises

1 of a Labor Party
ernment on

once-for-all pro

“The not

preement in the face
Like maybe the

of events
dum the ALP's anli
uranium policy?

hews  raises  important

i i they deservg betler

issues,
treatment than he provides

Democracy on the job is @
i idea; why not elect man
sement? Accord between g0
kforce €0

avernment: &

That would be socialism. Yl
the hook

case what's lelt is

of power"”. Power re
the employers
chine that umpteen |
vernments have never changed
one

Liz Ross

-

Lindy Chamberlain at her trial: a travesty of justice

Lindy’s trials:
up close where

it hurts

FOR EIGHT years now we
have lived with the ghost of
A a  Chamberlain, the
haby who achieved national
fame by disappearing at Ay-
ers Rock one night in 1980

We huve endured the trials of
her parents, Lindy and Michael.
sued  funously  among
vurselves about the cause of her
death, Wilh his new movie, Evil
Angels, Fred Schepisi starts 10
make sense of the whole ex
traordinary expenence

Many of us are heartily sick of
the whole thing by now, but it’s
ourselves that
what happened to Lindy Cham
berlain says a lor about the so
wiety we live in. It

and i

but it makes one of the

If we will never know for
certain what did happen to Aza
we do know there wils never

Iy murdered her. Lindy’s

body, no weapon, no moelive and
4 scenario for the murder that
was physically impossible

It ‘was based on a media hate

becal
m;‘f ;?:ﬂh:g_ murdered her  Harlow discusses about thirt
o ave done much  works: novels, storics, bi G
se without provoking such a Kl
et e 2 and poetry. But this is more than
Bl \i“" .‘?4‘ hated cither o survey. Resistance Literarure
il r.,r'?.ﬁ:i'c.'.‘:- ﬂ“"‘"l'l: recreates the visions of the wri-
e she did ot R g;@md el
ol s :
m“! arcal woman” is supposed * Flarlow sees that ideas of “art
for arls sake” are useless 1o
She did not cry for the media readers of revolutionary litera-
o for the jury, She exchanged ture, and she lakes her cuc from
harsh words with the prosecutor  Salvadoran poet Rogue Dalton:

at her trial instead of whimper- Poeiry
1ng. She was a victim of society's Furgive me for having helped
ained ideas about how wom you undersiand
and  especially mothers,  you're nof made of words
a along,
insights, So Art is a weapon, used by our

an anicle  side and theirs, and the hest wri-
iing along these lines, So, at 1ers in this book realise it Ke
nyan novelist N'Gugi Wa Thion-
presents a post-colonial offi
| who ralks “with suggestive
variation of a new cultural
mner. Media harassment stops movement' Whatihe ESHSES
b Eomgaae i the corrupt nationalist go-
horrible reality when Lindy vernment should Hiess IS
B e own ends the popular and artis

But this film presents the ar.
n a very powerful

a phi

pursue

ACTOY r lawn by three TV 8 fruitful Mau Mau libera-
et i \Fa tion struggle

helicopters, ene that looks e

like so ng from the Viel- Against this we have the way
A, War. 5 in which Iinerature can build so-

lidarity against oppression. and
the  gxploitation

up  Women writers are especially

no:  jmportant here. Harlow shows &

ments of doubt. of . of recuming theme — life in the
ach other. struggle nst the general

y. Strecp is with-  bring  gender roles  crashing
strongest  down. For women fighters,
y feminism means women's lib
eration, and that is seen as part
of a struggle against forces of
yppression ... it must contain 3
Jarger collective VIsIon
Internationally, oo, this litera-
Ihis is a flm about events i imporiant. The book
that all of us were involved i oies ap inkling of the range af
Indeed, it includes scattered o oy charged wnting hap-
scenes of ordinary people arBl  peqing around the world,
ing about the case that left me, " fign writers in different pmt[
at least, squirming in my seat colonial societies are aware
i a film that helps us ?m how e ulhyr\' warks, and ?lh:fnml\‘
the preat issues secialists Ar€ -, yrong impression Rexista i
ping on about (XIS pjeryre of an imternationa
the m the courts) really af- “community of the m:u‘g‘:lnil‘i
fect all our Iives- = fion", Cenainly, the Strong
Gruham Wilell  gon of writers rallying (0 support
each other against attacks by the

state confirms this )
BOOKS -w It's ot just wrters. Literature
g makes it possible for ﬁghl‘:l\ol‘:‘[
any siruggles o reac
The art of nh"\dnd their own communilies
for solidarity. We are mk;,- rl:?
i , much of it is writen If 5
rEVOlUtlon \‘\\\h It gives us access 1o expe
riences many of us have "F;I::
'HE h thing 85 pod, and makes us aware o
= IHI"‘RE az;ﬁ;ﬂ:\‘mz Barba-  pyman element in what might
muwnll'“:‘.“{,mh Resistance Li-  oiherwise be far away lS‘a:l:;-i =
mltrir(f “:)0 that there & = Hnrk‘w'sb!:vkuan intr
ferd 5 ) i
L:nﬂ hey o ":‘u':';ul:;:lﬂfl:nllengu us all to
ticular she points @ sto- @ R
e ‘wm\ written within r:‘c:insnﬂd e R e
lierdtion, BV g.mi fo g0 beyond just reading.
ave_changed e v an Gardiner
of the world this gentury

Al we have Menyl causes of oppression can also

the words in the script

always B

jes and [
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EXAMS,
XAMS," Mao Tse Tung oN'T HAVE

are 8 | |F ScHools P MaE
sarres atack upon 1o | Tug Bossgs WOULD HAVE T

Thsu-cnarman said a Jol of odd LP THEIE oW
fhings. But a5 | walched the Year o, ' “, “‘umms anu
12 students grimly trooping into the g o stuc
gxam ceniig al Melboume’s .
Shawgrounds for their final exams
Jast month, | had 1o agree that this 7 7 "“‘ e
Map got it rigl &
m:a?«‘ﬂg eq?:[nenrpd over 150
exams in my own studen! days
fanda week |ong sit-in at Monash
in 1974 in prolest al the wm}e
crazy gamel, | marvel that people
sﬁﬁyugmn to the torture. Or worse,
advocate more of it .. like the
stupid lemer to the Age by
radical Alex Fazak

jon
ol of

been 5!
show oﬁ lne sophisticabion he
taught them!

The criticism of exams and
er com, mi

? 4 ports exa i S ity S ;
down Iha\ all sludents e Wy & : ;
at the same rate. M th 9

Yel obwiously humans dont all
learm at the same rale. If, on failing

oo
tem 15 a large part

e dema d The private scha :
atest, they were tol 1h T are; ol dl: f" atep }Chools pre
def k

0n-Competi

punitive approach, often known as APPLY Beny white-collar

job and the form will ask for
your exam results. Exams give
1the bosses an easy way of grad-
CDMPETITWE learning leads  ing workers, young ones in par-
1o crazy distorlions. ticular, as a first step 1o hiring
the “best talent”
Bi

diagnostic leaming
resisted by the universifie

At Monash, the slories used 1o
m students suici

R exam oo .
ard, of mp auy 9 dupﬂ up | rese
 keep G g i ellious
FEr e hfo i ciamming o : : he nex! rebellaus
that hn |Dru through an C f B el
¥ our defeat in 1974 and takes
el away the starter's pistol Instead
were the exireme LH L at it inhuman, yet the auth of negotlating about how many
cases Bul sudes also show hat 0 16 ot Dlibanotiating
Mostterjary sludents stop reading 1,
{apart fom taxbooks). The pres-  reman, el VWJHLE he STC course nas
an:d:uj;a,;"r reduce reading 1o ne w,mm Lsx far th p.,,,\; of Wnpllum
el ore ... and they call prﬂuﬂlng more b work It's o, r‘a;snssment ;;n
some
Delens’s o anays s sy BT o1 the more sweeping goals of
Yo must be tesled before b [Tera i, of course, a fation o ihe 1974 campainey
lurned loose as a brain su:,w‘::"g academia thal dis e K‘a it
tive Ih’ o mmmp— ik - learmning was Just an(\nlllld\mu:w We
Fohp anted open entry to the univers

a bridge designer Thalmay




