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The Drive To'n@r;si Fascism
and War

C :
ONTENTS: (By R. DIXON)
The Drive Towards Fascism and War (R. Dk ; 4 The Federal election campaign has become the occasion for
page | intensifying the propaganda to the effect that Australia is well on
ke Truth About Nationalisstion of Barking. (L. Shark the way to prosperity. Both Mr. Lyons and Mr. Stevens shout
g (L. Sharkey) St iy f"mrr} the housetops that it was their administrations which brought
Two Trade Union Conferences (S. Purdy) el s e
i 7 It is true that thf:re has been an improvement, but it has been
™ Wheat Growers' Union (T. Ensfield| on the basis of a slight upward movement on a world scale
: ' il S movedmen.t developing very unevenly. It would be the esseped of ‘
e (V17 Siste—Some Le stupidity to suggest, for instance, that either Messrs L St |
gy é ! " 4 ssrs. Lyons or Stevens |
ons for To-day (Nugafonos) (contd.) ,, 26 were responsible for the rise in the prices of wool, which was a ‘
A ; saving grace for Australian capitalism. Also, it would be equally
uggle Against Imperialist War (J.F.) ... o absurd to suggest that Lyons and Stevens are responsible for the

fall in the prices of wool which has commenced, and which is caus-
ing consternation in the camp of capitalism, leading to the post-
poning of the wool sales in the hope that by some “act of Provi-
dence’’ wool prices will be maintained, for the fall in prices threa-
tens to prick the prosperity bubble.

Despite the pretence and outward appearance of optimism
the ruling class is very uncertain of the future, It has cause to be.
The improvement taking place is very slow, unequal and shaky,
and does not lead to the prosperity formerly experienced. Comrade
Stalin, at the Seventeenth Party Congress of the C.P.S.U., in esti-
mating the improvement taking place on a world scale, stated:
“Apparently, what we are witnessing is the transition from the
lowest point of decline of industry, from the lowest depth of the
industrial crisis to a depression, not an ordinary depression, but to
a depression of a special kind which does not lead to a new boom
and fourishing industry, but which, on the other hand, does not
force it back to the lowest point of decline.”

The spokesmen of Australian capitalism realise that there can
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be no return of 1929 conditions. Bruce, during his recent visit, in
dealing with what is now aptly called “quotamania’ (the placing of
‘quotas on imports), indicated that “‘at best” Australia could only
‘expect a “standstill’ trading agreement with Britain for the next two
years and he advised that a drive be made to penetrate foreign
markets. This was followed by Mr. Lyons fear-inspired state-
ment, ‘| have a feeling there is a crisis ahead . . . we must pre-
~ pare before the storm breaks.”” Thus, beneath the surface appear-
. ance, extreme lack of confidence prevails in the camp of the em-
- ployers.
i The basis for all this, to a large extent, rests in the measures
British imperialism is taking to impose quotas on Dominion imports.
o-day, Britain provides the greatest single market for primary
products in the world, and is, by far, the largest market for Aus-
- tralian products. In 1928, 42 per cent. of the total Australian
. exports went to Britain. Hence, it is obvious that any factor tend-
" ing to restrict or limit the British market vitally affects Australian
capitalism.

The changing policy of British imperialism is bound up with
the tremendous sharpening of imperialist antagonism and with the
frenzied armaments race. Capitalism is rushing the world headlong
into the cataclysm of war. Preparation for war abroad and fascism
at home is to-day the main element in the policy of capitalist
sovernments. An integral part of the war preparations are the
measures being taken by all European capitalist governments to
develop extensive agricultural production with the object of encour-
aging an adequate supply of food in the event of war. The Ger-
man submarine warfare brought British imperialism to the verge of
deieat in the last war. In a future war greater difficulties will pre-
sent themselves to maintain communications and feed the popula-
tion. Hence, Major Elliott, the British Minister for Agriculture,
and exponent of fascism, announces the policy of “‘agricultural self-
sufficiency.” A vigorous programme of agricultural development is
being pursued, as a part of the war preparations.

The policy of strengthening the rear in order to wage war
more effectively, whilst the main factor leading to the imposing
of quotas on imports is, however, not the only factor. There also
enters in here the struggle with U.S. imperialism for markets and
control of the sources of raw materials, which, to guote the London
“Times.”" is leading to a “new expression of accepted economic
policy,”” namely, to a greater orientation in the direction of those
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countries which are the main purchasers of British goods—such as
the South American countries, notably Argentine, and also Den-
mark, in Europe. This “new expression’’ of economic policy means
the jettisoning, to a large extent, of the Ottawa Agreement which,
in theory, provided for the home producer first on the home market,
the Fmpire producer second, and the foreign producer third.
British policy now means the home producer first,"and best pur-
chasers of British goods second.

This policy directly hits Australian capitalism, which by means
of high tariffs has so restricted British goods that to-day purchases
amount to but little more than one-half of what Britain buys from
Australia.

This country is very much: dependent on the export of primary
products, which comprise 95 per cent. of the total export trade; of
this Britain takes 50 per cent. of the wheat export, and between 80
and 90 per cent. of the export of butter, beef, mutton, eggs and
apples.

However, there is yet another aspect, namely, the overseas
Australia's position as a debtor nation, and with its
credit at a low ebb, makes it imperative that it exports more than
it imports, otherwise it must default. For instance, for the year
ended June, 1933, British purchases from Australia amounted to
£41.500,000, while Australian purchases from Britain amounted
to £23.900,000, which leaves a balance of £17,600,000 in favor
of Australia. However, Australian indebtedness in London on
interest payments alone reaches approximately £36,000,000 yea.rly
(Australian currency). Hence, despite the £17,600,000, trading
balance, Australian capitalism has still to find another £1 8,400,000
to balance its payment. Unless it maintains a high rate of exports
over imports Australia cannot pay. The British policy of quotas
brings Australian capitalism once again to the d(?orstep of ba_nk-
ruptey and default. Hence the cries of consternation and warning.
Hence, Bruce's rush from England to Australia. Hencleu also the
reason why we once again hear familiar terms, such as “industries
must be organised to meet the crisis,”” etc., terms so frequently us:eld
in the months leading up to and marking the outbreak of the crisis
‘which, when translated into action, meant the most vicious drive
against the working class and culminated in !hat. most infamous
product of the Labor Governments—the Premiers’ Plan.

The Australian working class and small farmers stand fa.\ce
to face with a more ruthless drive on their living standard—a drive
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which will be accompanied by more open and deliberate fascist
measures.

Restriction of production will hit hardest the small and middle
farmers and will benefit the capitalist farmers. In the United States
| restriction meant not a lower yield but actually led to increased
g yield because it resulted in much more intensive cultivation of the
smaller areas of land. This applied particularly to the capitalist
i farmers, who were able to use to a much greater degree intensive
] method of cultivation, fertilisers, etc.

LR 2 S s h e Sl

; Restriction is a policy of despair and bankruptcy. It is a
3 monument to the incapacity of the capitalist class and its rule.
When hundreds of thousands of Australian workers and farmers
y are on the verge of starvation, when there is more poverty and want
. than ever before, the only solution the capitalist class have to offer
is to reduce production of the necessities of life—a policy which
s inevitably leads to greater privation. Nothing could more elo-
quently portray the rottenness of the capitalist system than this.
Nothing could demonstrate more effectively the need for socialism.
There is no solution to the crisis within the confines of the capitalist
system which would benefit the working class and toiling farmers.
Only the power of the Soviets, established on the basis of the revo-
Jutionary overthrow of capitalism, offers a way out for the exploited
'r and oppressed masses.

The whole situation is hastening the process of disintegration
of the British Empire and is strengthening the contradictions be-
tween Australia and Britain. It also intensifies the squabbles in the
camp of the ruling class. Thus, Dr. Page, the leader of the Country
: Party, in a recent speech described the British policy as “chaotic”
y and suggested that ““Australia should give a lead to get Britain out
| of her state of indecision,” otherwise, he forecasted the “disintegra-
tion of the British Empire.”” The lead Dr. Page proposes is for a
drastic scaling down of the tariff, freer entry of British goods, and
even allowing for free trade within the Empire. Such a policy is
: strongly resisted by the U.A.P. Already in 1931, when the U.A.P.
was formed out of the flotsam and jetsam of Australian political
life, with Lyons at the helm, it departed from the policy of low
tariffis pursued by the former National Party, and thereby created
the conditions for a decisive rift between the Country Party and the
U.AP. Since then, every country in the capitalist world, includin
the “traditional country of free trade,” Britain, has joined in a ma
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race to build tariff walls. There.is and can be no return to free
trade for capitalism. The U.A.P., basing itself upon the require-
ments of Australian finance capital, has become a party  of high
tariffs. The relations between the Country Party and the U A.P.
will not improve, but must grow worse, whilst ever the C.P. de-
mands reductions in the tariff.

In reply to the British threat and application of quotas Mr.
I yons announces that the policy of the Government is to take
measures to penetrate foreign markets and that the Federal
Government will seek a modification of the Ottawa Agreement to
this end. When it was suggested that this was an “anti-empire
spirit’ Mr. Lyons bitterly replied, “The obvious answer to the
charge that the pursuit of foreign markets is an affront to empire
spirit is the long list of foreign treaties already made by Britain.”
(Commercial Travellers' dinner, July 7.) This is just the point.
Britain has pursued a policy despite Australia and against it. What
is good for the goose might be good for the gander, but it does
not get over the fact that it hastens the disintegrative process within
the Empire.

The policy of “tune-in with England,”’ sung with such gusto
by Mr. Lyons in 1931, did not find the sympathetic response so
fervently hoped for. Hence, the tune now is the search for foreign
markets. It is necessary to examine this question.

In 1927, at the Fifteenth Congress of the C.P.5.U,, Comrade
Stalin stated, "The problem of markets is now the fundamental
problem of capitalism.” World trade improved until 1929, when
the capitalist crisis developed.

In 1933 world trade was down to 34 per cent. of 1929, and
the problem of markets has become tremendously acute. Every
imperialist State is madly striving, by means of tariffs, quotas, and
restrictions to drive foreign rivals out of its markets and to seize
a part of the others’ markets. The intense nationalism in e_conomic
policy 1s accompanied by the unleashing of bloody fascism, the
uncontrolled race to build up armaments and the frenzied drive to
war.

It is in such an atmosphere as this that Australian capitalism
launches out in search of foreign markets—and in doing so turns
its face towards the East, where imperialist contradictions are reach-
ing breaking point. Thus, Mr. Latham v_isi.t.ed tl_nc '!':a?l lonl}f re-
cently on a “‘mission of peace and goodwill.” His “mission be-
came almost a joke. The hard-headed, coldly calculating Japanese
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imperialists, fresh from bloody conguests in China, were convinced
~ that whilst Latham may bhave had the emblem of peace on his
~ tongue he had a trading agreement in his pocket. To them, as to

are measured in terms of trade and markets.

However, Mr. Latham, after the manner of a preacher, re-
‘buked them, demanding to know “Why should crude trading and
economic relations destroy the amity between nations? . . . peace
and goodwill is something which should rise above this.”” (Latham'’s
speech at official welcome.)

However, there was something more behind Latham's sermon-
isine. He was there to get markets and not to give. Japan is a
country which buys from Australia three times more than it sells
to Australia. Hence, the balance of trade is enormously in favor
of this country. Already Japan had threatened to restrict Aus-
tralian imports, unless a more equitable trading agreement was
arrived at. Japan was, and is, in the position to do all the bargain-
ing. Hence Latham's mission could have been nothing els: than
a '‘mission of peace and goodwill.” As a trading delegation it
had nothing to offer, nothing to bargain with.

What Japan threatens, Italy has already done. The accumu-
lated balance of trade with Italy for this last 10 years amounts to
£48,000,000 in favor of Australian capitalism. Mussolini has now
called a halt and Australian imports are to be considerably re-
duced. Germany also has announced the restriction of Aus-
tralian wool and other products. France, once a great wheat im-
porter, has so developed wheat production that it now has a sur-
plus for export. And so the vicious circle continues and becomes
narrower. The knot of imperialist antagonisms tightens and
ﬂ;reatens to break at any moment, plunging the world into the abyss
of war.

Every country in the capitalist world is restricting import: by
mcans of tariff walls, quotas, etc., and yet the export of goods
becomes more vital for every developed capitalist country.

ding feature of this is the growing anti-Soviet campaign,
Only a few short months ago Australian capitalism regarded every

& , F

other imperialists, including the Australians, peace and goodwill

With Australian capitalism becoming more and more involved -
in the East it is evolving a foreign policy to meet this. The most

act of Japanese imperialism with suspicion and fear. To-day, it
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has become the champion of Japanese imperialism, justifying ita
every ac.t_of aggression, banditry, murder, provocation, malicious-
ness, hailing the puppet State of Manchukuo, where 30 million
Chinese people are transformed into veritable slaves and are sup-
pre_ssed and tortured under the bloody heel of the Japanese mili-
tarists, as a ''free and independent State,”” and are demanding,
along with Japanese imperialism, the recognition of this puppet
State of Manchukuo, by all the powers.

This sudden change of face finds its basis in the fact that the
greatest stumbling block to the penetration and exploitation of the
markets of the East is the growing Soviet movement. China is the
greatest potential market in the world, and it is that “prize”” which
all the imperialist bandits are manoeuvring to seize. To-day the
Chinese people are taking a hand and are commencing to trans-
torm China into a land of Soviets. The slogan of Soviets has
become the symbol of freedom and independence to the Chinese
masses, who greet it with growing enthusiasm and support. On
the other hand the slogan ""Soviets'' strikes fear, consternation and
hate in the camp of imperialism, which is mobilising all the most
malignant forces of black reaction against the Soviets.

Japan is the greatest pillar of reaction and anti-Soviet force
in the East. This fact, more than any other, accounts for the volte-
face of Australian capitalism. When Latham visited the Fast on
his “‘mission of peace and goodwill”" he did not visit the U.5.5.R.,
which is also situated in the East, and which more than any other
country is interested in peace. More than this, the Soviet Union
is the greatest bulwark, the greatest single factor making for peace
in the Fast, as well as in the West. One would imagine that if
there was a grain of sincerity in the “mission of peace and good-
will’* that the Soviet Union would have been that country ta which
it would have turned first and foremost. But this was not so. The
“mission’’ turned to Japan, which has dismembered China and is
even now waging war on the Chinese people, to that country which
has engaged in every form of provocation against the Soviet Union
in order to obtain a pretext to launch the intervention

This fact, taken together with the pro-Japanese and anti-
Soviet campaign, which has developed since the return of Latham,
indicates that the "“mission of peace and goodwill” was also directed
against the Soviet Union.

The intense drive of Australian capitalism towards the reor-
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ganisation of agriculture is being made for the purpose of more
effectively waging the struggle for markets. But this struggle leads
directly to war—war for a redivision of the world, Hence the
increased expenditure on armaments. The Lyons Government allo-
cates £4,400,000 for war purposes. The cast coast of Australia
js rapidly being fortified to a much higher degree. The railways
are to be reorganised on a one-gauge basis. New air routes are
being developed, and aerodromes laid down under the supervision
of the military. The Melbourne Centenary celebrations are being
made the occasion for military displays and for the development of
a great wave of chauvinism throughout Australia,

The development of fascism proceeds parallel with the drive
towards war. The mad orgies of fascism in Europe have been
accompanied by the unloosening of terror on a wider scale in all
capitalist countries. New laws are being introduced to deal with
working class organisations, and more drastic steps are being taken
to muzzle working class agitation and propaganda.  Thus, the
Jiterature ban is being strengthened. Stevens is preparing his “'Dis-
loyal Organisations Bill." Restriction of freedom of activity for
the working class is extended to the Domain, where literature sales
and collections are prohibited. Attacks are now being launched
against the Anti-War Movement and the Friends of the Soviet
Union. All of these facts indicate the lines of development—the
process of growth of fascism out of bourgeois democracy.

This whole picture reveals the rotten tottering structure on
which the prosperity talk is based. It reveals more than this. It
exposes the meaning of this so-called “returning prosperity as—
war, faseism, and greater burdens on the toiling masses.

The most despicable role in this situation is being played by
the Labor Party. Long ago Lenin stated of the A.L.P. that “it was
never a socialist party, even in wor s To-day it has gone com-
pletely and openly to the side of capitalism, and the bankruptey
of stalism is also the bankruptcy of the Labor Party. Extreme
confusion marks the policy and slogans of the Labor Party. It

has become the most extreme advocate of high tariffs for Australian

ism and of free trade for all other countries. It has worked
itself into paroxysms of frenzy at the action of British capitalism in
instituting guotas and into a mad rage of white chauvinism against
“*Japanese competition.” It claims the Roosevelt policy as being

L]
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:';ie‘;:lusul with the "Lang Plan,” and disputes with Stevens over th
ody. But the main success of the "New Deal” was the "ball .l .
and to-day Roosevelt is reaping the hurricane of his wind sn-‘:‘v:‘m
The masses of U.5. workers and farmers are learning that lyhr I:J[:-g
Deal menns !ht.: most colossal robbery of the poor in the l’!rlh' e‘{N
of the rich. Their resentment is expressed in the greatest u:rﬁ(u
wave that has ever swept the American Continent and in II:
greatest mass movement of farmers in U.S. history, The Ihm-u-vr]ﬁ
P]:nn is a plan of fascism, war and robbery of the masses n-nri :
this respect it resembles the Labor Party's policy. ; '

reauml;?-::; war prngéralgnme of lhe Labor _l’urly is revealed in the
ion propose y a special committee set up by the last
Easter Conference of the New South Wales Labor Party. A section
of the resolution reads: '"The committee believes that owing to the
expofied nature of Australian trade routes, defence would be nn;
possible until.such time as Australia is capable of producing within
her own territory every necessity for war, and for victualling an
army and civilian population for a long period, and recommends
that the tariff should be used to provide this security.” 3

They are condemned out of their own mouths.

y Trcmf:ndoua issues confront the working class, and above all
its revolutionary vanguard in the present stage of the struggle.
E,v.ery avaih‘ible force must be seized upon to help wage the cam-
paign to build the mighty united front of the working class for the
struggle against fascism and war.

The starting point for this is a more unremitting struggle for
the daily needs of the masses, a more consistent and careful yet
ruthless struggle to shatter the positions of reformism in the work-
ing class—that blighting influence which disarms the workers and
paves the way for the victory of fascism and for the waging of
imperialist war. But this whole struggle of the working class against
fascism, war and the capitalist offensive, is inevitably being carried
forward, and must be carried forward more consistently, to the
overthrow of the system which breeds poverty, misery, fascism and
wars—to the revolutionary destruction of capitalism.

T-:)-da‘),r it becomes a revolutionary duty to connect the struggle
for the daily needs of the masses with our final aims, with our
slogan for the social liberation of the toiling masses—Soviet power.

R R R N
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The Truth about Nationalisation
E of Banking

(By L. SHARKEY)

“The Australian Labor Party is not a socialist workers' party,
even in words,” Lenin declared in reply to the Furopean social-
democrats who were attempting to use the electoral victories of
the A.L.P. to “prove’ that the way of socialism lay through par-
liament. It was a party of a purely liberal type that fufillled tasks
for the capitalists similar to those carried through by the liberal
capitalist parties of other countries. Its main support in the work-
ing class is “the trade union officials,” who are “everywhere peace-
ful and subservient to capital, but particularly so in Australia,”
declared the zreat theoretician of the revolutionary working class.
These words of Lenin are forcibly brought to one’s mind after a
perusal of the election declarations of the Labor Party leaders,
ls:c:;hn and Beasley, and wading through Lang's book, “Why I
ight.

In none of these statements is there one single reference to
the necessity for the struggle for socialism as the historic goal of the
proletariat, not even a word to show that such a system exists in
the Soviet Union, and is rapidly solving all the economic and social
problems that so insistently confront the toiling masses; let alone
any concrete proposals to show the masses in what manner it is to

be achieved.

5 On the contrary, the propositions put forward by the “sociali-
sation units” of Victoria brought a special declaration of repudiation
from the leaders of the Labor Party, even though those making
the ;_nppmls suffer from parliamentary illusions and appear to
imagine that socialism could be achieved constitutionally; who
apparently have failed to benefit from the terrible lessons of Austria
and annany. where the workers suffer the penalty of fascist dic-
tatorship as a consequence of similar illusions and faith in social-
fascist politicians.

The repudiation of the proposals of the socialisation units

__c':oMMUréiisf_E\hEﬁ MR T

is important because they constitute an open declaration by the
Labor Party leadership that no matter if they were to secure a
majority in the elections, they refuse to attempt to “use the par-
liamentary machine’ to “introduce’ socialism. This follows the
suppression of the socialisation units and the repudiation of that
“socialisation”” verbiage which served the N.S.W. social-fascists
as a weapon in the struggle against communism a year or so ago,

by the Lang-Beasley Party of N.5.W.

There is not one atom of socialism in the A.L.P. leadership
and the socialisation unit members in Victoria must draw the con-
clusion from the action of the A.L.P. leaders and realise that there
is only one party of socialism and one way of fighting for socialism,
the way of the Communist Party.

Neither does the Labor Party regard itself as a working clase
party. In Mr. Lang's book, “Why | Fight,”” we have the following
specific repudiation of any such idea on page 350: “"When every
section of the Australian people realises the sincerity and purpose-
fulness with which the Labor movement is approaching the solution
of this problem, by means of a direct frontal attack upon the prin-
cipal impediment to the entire elimination of unemployment and
poverty—the private banking system-—and the substitution of a
eredit and banking mechanism operating in the interests of the
people, then I am confident that Labor will not be regarded as a
class organisation, but as a mighty social crusade meeting the sup-
port of every Australian with faith in his own country. 4

Capitalist and worker alike must look to Mr. Lang's Party; it
is not a '‘class’” fight, but a “national crusade,”’ there are no class
divisions, only “Australians’'; the exploiter and expio.ited can have
their interests reconciled by Mr. Lang's nebulous banking ;-’Jruposa']:s‘
All the mighty class struggles of history in Germany, in Russia,
in the U.S.A., in Australia, all these, reflecting as they do the irre-
concilable antagonisms of the rulers and the ruled, have no signi-
ficance whatsoever for Lang. Have we not here the fa{mhar
sophisms of all bourgeois politicians, from Winston Churchill to
Hitler, from Mussolini to Mr. Lyons—all of which endeavor to veil
the class war which rends capitalist society and carf only result in the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of classless 'aocmh.at
society? Lang's attitude to classes and the class strugglc differs in
nowise from that of Hitler with his “United Germany demagogy.
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socialist objective of the working class, which
Jleft politicians of the Labor Party were fond of
a while back, but who so obediently dropped their
phraseology when the whip cracked, we get the follow-
ingless fustian on the concluding page of Mr. Lang's book:
rehabilitation of this land that we love with the spirit of
faith is a sacred mission that Nature has entrusted to the
on of youth which, at the moment, is living in a twilight of
e: futility; and it is this generation that must take up the
rch of community freedom, penetrating its rays into the dark and
corners of our national life.”" One cannot analyse, in a
ious manner, such a stringing together of canting phrases; one
‘merely dismiss it as piffle.

The Labor Party leaders, then, repudiate the thought that the
ht of the working class is the fight for socialism, and repudiate
conception of a class proletarian party, in complete accord with
in's declaration that it is not a socialist workers’ party, even in
words. The fight for socialism is also a fight against the leaders
of (he_l..abot Party, as the socialisation units, both of N.S.W. and
Victoria, have found by their experience; here we have to deal our
- main blow at the Labor misleaders in order to clear the ground for

‘the decisive struggle with the capitalist class.

The whole election agitation of Scullin, Beasley and Lang is
Mtred on socialisation of credit’’ or nationalisation of banking.
This is simply a rehash of a very ancient dish served up by the
l‘bor Party oo?'ks in their decades-old struggle to keep the Aus-
@hﬂ masses free” from socialist thought. Mr. Lang's book
gives an outline, which we will assume is more or less accurate, of
‘the In:’orj"n of dn‘a:iai:i:alisafﬁ:[: :;; kankll;ng; and at any rate it will
serve w e o or Party i -
ik Bk Party in regard to the Com

e Mr. Lang does not, with unusual modesty, claim to be th
father of ﬂ;; governmentlzink idela. In this book, :;:geo| Ieﬁ, h:
_ an erratic or politician of a bygone day, Kin
O'Malley, who first got the idea in 1901, fought Hughes andyPcalrcE
on the issue, mﬁm!ttmg the proposal to the caucus in 1907. In
! the Brisbane Conference, Holman “submitted the motion
that % committed the (Labor) Party to the Commonwealth

erence approves the general outline of Mr.

;

E
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King O'Malley's scheme relating to the establishment of a national
bank.” In pursuance of the resolution, savings banks were apened
in 1912, and in 1913 general business was commenced in all
States.

Since then the Commonwealth Bank has existed, and in the
light of all the marvellous promises of Lang, Secullin and Beasley
of how, if they are returned at the election, the Commonwealth
Bank will make the country blossom as the rose, how comes it that,
despite its existence, the working class finds itself reduced to its
present condition of want? Mr, Lang is very pleased with its early
mctivities, and as an outstanding example of its "service to the
people,” in his book he goes into ecstasies over the fact that it
financed the war activities of the Australian imperialists, This is
its main virtue in the seribblings called “Why | Fight.' A fine
piece of service to the workers indeed, He quotes the official his-
tory of the bank, written by one, C. C. Faulkner, as follows:
“\Without the war loans, aggregating £257.000,000, floated by the
Australian Government through the Commonwealth Bank, Aus-
tralia could not have carried on; and when the clash of arms had
died away the bank was the agency by which the Government per-
formed the task of reconstruction.”

So the main point of the A.L.P. policy, a "national people's
bank,” merely provided the bourgeoisie with ulh(mdy instrument
for carrying on an imperialist war. And how did they finance it?
By the War Loans, to which, paturally, the capitalist class were
ready to contribute heavily, at 5 per cent. intc-‘rest per annum, So
the Labor Party's bank financed the capitalists’ war and R;ald therm
5 per cent. for doing it. Further than this, it -f].nHI]C‘f'(‘l the wool
erop,” according to Mr. Lang; sold it to the Bnllsh“(.-u‘vernment at
151d. per Ib., and in addition paid the “growers (i.e., not the
workers, the squatters) £20,000,000 extra as a honus!

No proof is required to show that the Lnbur Party wishes
merely to provide the millionaire&with a ‘l'_mndy instrument tr)”enr}l‘ch
themselves at the expense of the "people” and the “country, ather
than these examples set before us by Mr. Lang. Five per '“mi
on war bonds, £70,000,000 extra for squatters. We have.pomre(
out that nationalisation, whether it be of banks or anythmgﬁc s::,f
was analysed by Lenin as a means of guaranteeing the }I:mk“-dp
millionaires, and that the proposals for nationalising the banks are

R e
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to stre the capitalist financial system in order to enable
‘weather the economic crisis. Mr. also agrees with this;
ge 124 of "Why I Fight,” we are informed: ‘The private
. wa"fbmed to lean on the national institution to ensure their
profit. !
Now we pose the question: How did the working class fare
those years of war and the activities of the "peoples’ bank''?
were rising, wages remained low, speed-up was introduced
the factories, the workers were threatened with conseription,
the general conditions of the workers were such that our class
ed its revolt and indignation by the 1917 strike, at the very
amrdmg to Mr. Lang, that the Commonwealth Bank
its prodigies. The Commonwealth Bank was of
use at all to the workers, it was an instrument of the capitalists.
S is the conclusion that facts dictate. Mr. Lang in his apologia
{ the fa?!ure of the bank and the fact that it has failed to do
anything in the present crisis, claims that Bruce sabotaged it in
1924. But the immediate post-war years were years of heavy
_g&qiag for the workers. Unemployment camps were established
in Hyde Park, the domains were over-populated, the night refuges
and soup kitchens taxed to capacity, despite the fact that the Com-
monwealth Bank had financed the capitalists’ war, and given
£20,000,000 bonus to the squatters.

Bruce “sabotaged’’ it by appointing a board of private c i
talists as controllers of the bank, instead of an individual,ag;r
Denison Miller, as was the case in the halcyon period described by

Lang.

The job now is, according to Mr. Scullin, to appoi B

o ) 5 { 5 g ppoint a gover-

nor !&MMWh at Rlcl'n:nond. August 13). Scullin and Beasley

::e bﬂ: mredaﬂ\er in ma]‘nng promises to the workers; wages are
. |, pensions increased, good things given to all and

sundry, :: l:l;:l; tpoi:cy ?eechcs.B Alll these soap bubble promises

de it, according to Beasley. “As | stated earli

pivot of the whole plan is the restoration to the people :? &

m‘ dlhurwnwedu,u‘theycon.trolﬂaeirownpoltoﬁu.

their own customs ‘s house, their own railways and other essential

*Our own customs house”’—which has just seized the notes
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made by the May Day delegation to the Saviet Union, and which
confiscates working class literature!

Our rail\_’vays"—-which speed-up the workers, cut their wages,
worsen conditions in order to pay the bond-holders their pound
of flesh despite the fact that the money loaned has already been
vepaid by the N.5.W. railways

“Qur post office,”’—where the employees groan under the
burden of wage-cuts, and which increases its charges for stamps,
duties, ete., and refuses to fransport working class literature; with-
out bothering to ask the opinion of the “owners.”

A pity Mr. Beasley did not include “our’ Wonthaggi mine,
which also belongs to the State,

Mr. Seullin exposes the whole fake, and leaves us in no doubt
as to whose instrument the Commonwealth Bank is going to be,
when, in his policy speech, he said: “To guard securely against
political control or private interference with the detailed working
of the bank, the governor would be appointed for a fixed perio
and be removable only by vote of Parliament, as is the case o

Scullin thereby gives full guarantee to the capitalists

judges.”
t the interests of the capi-

that he has no intention of acting agains
talists.

As for the expropriation of the capitalists, socialist confiscation
of the wealth of the bourgeoisie in the interests of the masses, the
very idea sends the “*honorable” Scullin—who promised everything
to the workers, on his “cacred”” word and then gave them the
Premiers Plan—into a frenzy of virtuous indignation: "lt is sug-
gested by unscrupulous political opponents and ill-informed eritics

that the Labor Party would confiscate the banks, seize the deposits,

and generally commit wanton acts of robbery and pillage. Such

allegations are false. They are wicked misrepresentations of an
honest party, composed of honorable men. That persons oceupy-
ing high positions in the community can degrade themselves by
uttering such mendacities is beyond the comprehension of true

Australians.” (“S.M. Herald," August 15.)

Seullin and Beasley both claim that they are going to mag}cally
solve all difficulties through the Commonwealth Banl. The _slmple
question at once arises: Why did they mot use the bank during th’?
regime of the Seullin Cabinet, of which Beasley was & member, 1
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> fulfil th.e promises g\
B esicrs’ Plon Two Trade Union Conferences
: (By S. PURDY)

’ Two important trade union conferences are to be

‘them. But won't the A.C.T.U. Congress, listed for October, and the Sy(kil:}:ir %\z?rlli't

3 he ansl:itthion. o  Conference, to be held on September 7, 8 and 9.
ty in bot b : :

R0 ns MI:. Lan;ufvj;r ¢ _Thc leadership of these two conferences reflects the two lines

B e Pruceion ‘Fhm the trade union movement which at present are coming into
B soldicrs? rper conflict than ever before. The first-mentioned, with a
: ; icy of class collaboration, of reformist trade unionism, the
ond with a policy of class struggle, of militant trade unionism.

uld not allow them. ' B
talism wanted not - Reformist leadership attempts to adapt the interests of the
. and this task was ‘ rking class to that of their “own" bourgeoisie. It repudiates and y
out because I ttempts to gloss over and cover up the opposing class interests 9
“influence to carry the capitalists and workers. From this follows the policy of
f resistance. When nce on arbitration and parliament, which in turn saps the fight-
Party becoming capacity of the trade unions, and leaves their members to the
4’ Scullin Cabinet mercy of the employers and the capitalist State.
Its support for craft unionism divides the trade unionists,

B E wing craft to come before class interests.
their nationalisati i : : ‘
P et d:ri(rjni Reformist policy has allowed the employers to successfully
arty is a party e prove their economic position at the expense of the toilers.
ng standards have declined by 34 per cent. over the last few

before the chasm

a‘@e performances of s :

: ~ Militant leadership recognises that the interests of the workers

diametrically opposed to the interests of the bourgeoisie, that

e former can only improve their position at the expense O

er. It recognises in rhitration and parliament instruments of

employers to attack the wages and living standards of the
thening the trade unions, to

kers; and sees the need for streng y
*order that their members

ke them organs of class struggle in

y be better ahle to take the counter-offensive for restoration o
ng standards—for the six-hour day and £5 minimum Wage.
It recognises the craft form of oragnisation as inlflﬂ'ic.ient to
t present conditions. ed in the one
ustry the conditions o

urce, greater unity is essential

ith many crafts engag
tacked from a common

the militant trade union

f each being at
I; therefore,
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4 3
.e., one unio aliti ali
: -olf s;me. m:’ A lition of capitalism and the establishment of socialism.
fied to the end, has b i It is by aﬁticm‘! that we judge them, and their actions are those
e notable, 1a { class collaboration and reformism.
e dole workers i The preparations for the Sydney District M.M. Conference will
» place with the maximum of publicity.
The revolutionary press, irfc!ustry and job papers, mass distri-
on o‘f leaflets—all will be utilised to make trade unionists aware
what is to take place.
On Septcmbe‘r‘ 7 col')lerenc? will be opened at Transport
R o : e, where the militant industrial leaders will outline the policy.
ihé'ilxte!’&stblchof e only are delegates invited to be present on the opening might,
: th - Arrid _ | every “:orker from every job, in order that he or she can
mamlﬁe :nvpmmg,n e orne familiar with the principles of militant trade unionism.
Mwﬁ il Adu.wl .Um.mbureamrats The fallacy of relying on arbitration and parhament will be
s haint ) ership' Iy exposed. Mistakes of the past will be revealed, the lessons
Ayl mpml' s deeadfeat i from Wmthaggi and other strugzles will be concretely discussed
 Fe their g . tion guidance in the future; the need for every trade union member
A unibnl p’olicy =5 mg B e be an active trade union organiser, on and off the job, will be

S€0).
Plans for developing the M.M. policy, recently endorsed by
N.S.W. Trade Union Conference, and later by a comference of
R.U. sub-branch secretaries and job delegates, will be placed
sfore conference for its endorsement.
Industrial unionism, repudiation of arbitration, preparation
or general strike to win back living standards—gquestions of great
b moment for all industrialists—will be dealt with coneretely and
o foster all the old b concisely, and a lead given to make them a reality.
The aim of the M.M. Conference is not only to gather to-
e failurc of the arbitration courts A gether delegates representing supporters of miilitant trade unionism, _‘
pasition of the workers. 1 but workers who may still be under reformist influence. .
rank and file to become s Such is a brief review of the two tendencies within the .tr_acie |
e activisation of the Won- E amion movement and the difference in the two leads which will be
nt th - given at the coming conferences.
3 Every communist and militant trade unionist must give these
. questions the greatest attention. Militant delegates must be elected
l to attend the A.C.T.U. Congress, fo put forward and support an
alternative line to the reformist bureauerats, fo expose their decep-
y anid mis-leadership of the masses. Militante must intensify their
o in the remaining time to make the mass rally on September
and the conference on the 8th and 9th the success that is possible.
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m the mimsﬂ; g ¥latory for militant trade unioniern.
Teo ensure the latter DA further weakness which manifests itself and rmakes the
communist increase th of our influsnce slower is the tunclarity existing coneerning #
weaktiesses still ¢ understanding of principles and tactics, Matiy EORIRURISS
hd | thetr trade union weork recosnise our elear revolutionary prine
N.S.W. Trade U B s decisions, _ !::ii:!‘nalf E;Lm‘;.tbut ?re miechanical and stodgy when it comes
the vatious eraft union officials are doing nothing i e
This is totally incorreet. Our tactics must be flexible and

o effect. This responsibility is for the communists i ;
M. m and many of our members are not £ e determined aceording to the situation at any given morment.
h could do to this ene. we plan otr work correctly we will develop our leadership from

of ond instance where the o L | on le‘fiEI‘ to anoth?r,hanri ir'f:p'mve it; we will continué to develop

members best in Australia, but the union activity and B B s oill b t} S8l ths withe sopnestsl wiil 1 SE SHEE

4 dﬂ s S ik & This ) g e 3 f\:(;:, wll e lea ,mg the weorkers stép by step to a highér
comrades i ﬁgM 1 g llwy have / e O e class struggle.

1‘!3’! job isation that union activity Oni the other hand, if our members do not take mto considera-

in their m job activity they have Hion the objective and subjective factors on any and every bteasion,

io ork. he various stages, they fall into oppor-

on eoTrect union w B b Ieﬂde'avm' to jurnp over t
s X Munist and left” sectatian mistakes, which lead to molation from

, miass of trade amon members. We rust fearn fo avoid these mris-
o without for one moment capitulating to the reactionary
L illusions of the workers.
: Forward te increased and wnproved trade whion wortk—rtor
L the defeat of reforrmsm and the astablishraent of the mass militant
trade amion movernent.

e b7
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e th-iﬂ farmers
Australia in 1937, |,
@and N.S.W., and s
‘V,Mers‘ Association in
ﬂl& Wh@ht rll‘!‘h“tc

in Perth early this yes )
perated by past decey,
e immediate demsnd:
i ‘Opportunists of 5 socis)
= Lé ﬁ‘ not d.ﬂfk‘, to 'J;,-r,,:f
ik and file, but endorsed
hm Pﬂﬁ-&ni cunming
2 harmless ’@;Igﬂﬁs; position
ah capital. The cles:
migimum income of 4150
is being steadily pushed
of capitalist demands
litation Plen formu
vhich secks to preserve the
| the farming class.
ately 1500 farms have
e repossessed by mort
of wheat farmers has been
’d scattered to the fow

P

: poorest farms, o process
dlass division within the
2 ﬂ dlass content of the

priice for wheat conswmed
price of 3 /4 2 bushel
E 5/ 2 bushel o0 2 crep
D00 bushels is to he

Being attacked by the Siates, with a view o protechion agaipst
ereditors apd to ensure a writing down of debis.
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S T

of wheat farms into wheat and sheep fammuil_imaa and the
g of sub-marginal areas now grewing wheal anly, for sheep
1L b
"~ (3) Moneys to be provided to epable States Lo fupsction a
sfinite plan to rehabilitate farms and farmers,
(4) Legislative action to allow of the farmers debi position

In addition to the above, a number of sther measyes of 8
similar kind are included in the plan, ,

On the whole the plan is designed to preserve the position of
the upper strata of the farming class at the expense of the con-
sumers and the agricultural laborers, and very litle promise 1
offered to the small fz;mérs. ap’snri from ’;a«gue a}uggﬁstu:;.m about
“arrangements with creditors apd writing down of dehis.

Tg}: main feature of the life of the W.G.U, since the hald-up
of 1932 has been the struggle of the kulak leadership to consolidate
its influence over the masses and to bring (o the forelropt the
interests of the upper strata. True, it has pandered (5 ithe principle
of militent strugsle, but only in order to hold the threat of 2 hold-up

er the heads of the governments.
g However, the cnisis has been 8o deep, and protracied, that
greater masses of the wheat growers aie falling into a position of
wrgency and, wpless a sharp twrn in the wheat sination sccwrs by
next hervest, the mass pressuie will enforce a hold-up
is vitelly necessary thet the
with the pilitant wheat growers 3
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as the capitalist exploiters, is just
of the exploiting class.
owerful political force in Aus-
mpoverished farmers in a struggle for £150
of debts, and for no evictions.
made clear to the small and middle farmers
between the rich farmers—the kulaks—
at the politicians’ feet, while 1500 ruined
- their land, and the working class
terror of the exploiters,

. influence of the W.A. union executive has extended to
Boyle has discovered a suitable kulak ally in Major
o W.C.U. of N.S.W., and whom he has

presidency of the Australian Wheat
prevents us from going into details,

be seen in the following
n recently held a

' conference at Parkes, at
resolutions, no mention was made of the demands
a minimum income of £150 a year or security of
e whole policy I_Ddlm‘l the conference revealed the tac-
h w.‘A. executive, the si ing of the lower strata
militant demands of the masses of W.A.

horoughl, reactionary is the N.S.W. Union that in con-
n evictions the following ion was passed: "That
which revert to the Crown, or the Rural Bank, or are aban-
: apart as additional areas for existing settlers, and
-s on them be reduced to a reasonable rent.” Dog eat

ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ h;ﬁ;&ﬁ:{ lmlal:&e nature of thedN;S.W, leader-
d n : organiser towards the impover-
When questioned on many members he
amdidﬁu. he replied: I never went there. They
doubt when a few more evictions occur the gentlemen of
3. will be negotiating with the Government for the lease

. farms. ;
ng enrolled approximately 2000, or 12 per cent. of the
growers, in N.S.W., the union now dictatorially
organisation of N.S.W. wheat farmers and

ﬁqut‘um eviction fights outside its own

eviction

t

the 15,000 wheat growers

— =
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‘:;uide the union, join the union, or it will refuse to support any
trugele on behalf of unorganised farmers. In general, it rejects
the principle of the united front, and is atiempting to shackle the
wheat farmers to its opportunist bureaucracy.

The N.S,W, Union, which arose out of the mass discontent
against the kulak Farmers and Settlers’ Association, and under the
influence of the wheat strike in W.A, in 1932, has fallen into the
hands of opportunists, and is now an obstacle to the development
of militant farmer organisation.

Because of the probability of a wheat hold-up in W.A. this
year it is necessary that the party establish connections with the
militant wheat farmers in N.8.W., especially in the south-west. [t
is also necessary that the connections of Boyle with the N.S.W.
reactionaries be exposed to the rank and file of the W.A. Upion.
In order that the party may influence the movement of the wheat
farmers it is vitally necessary that all party members in the wheat
districts concentrate their attention upon the task of making contact
with the militant wheat farmers and winning them over to the
support of the party and the Farmers' Unity League.

A wheat hold-up in W.A. will have a profound influence upon
the whole of the impoverished farm masses in Australia. 1t will
also profoundly affect the general political situation occurring at a
time when the agrarian crisis is deepening and the bourgeonisie
Jaunching fresh attacks against the toiling masses.

Under revolutionary leadership the hold-up will inspire the
scores of thousands of impoverished farmers throughout the whole
country and attract them into the path of militant mass action.

The sbove analysis of the situation places special responsibility
upon the party in Western Australia. The link in the agraxian
situation is the Wheat Growers Upion of W.A., and the main issue
the struggle against the opportunist elements in the leadership.
The party must win the small and middle farmers into the fight
for: Cancellation of debts and interest payments; guaranteed mini-
mum income of £150 a year; and no forced sales or evictions. We
must win the small and middle farmers to an alliance with the
weorking class.

Whilst the main responsibility
the other districts have also a great res| ;
for the extension of the farm struggle by strengthenin
nections with the farm masses.

falls upon the party in W.A.
responsibility and must prepare
g their con-
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1917 Strike—Some Lessons For |
To-Day

(By “NUGAFONOS”)
(Continued from last issue)
A study of the attitude towards the strike taken by those three
ies to it—the rank and file, the Government and the strike ]
ows light upon several lessons that the working class
must learn, In addition, the attitude and activities of the revolu-
tionary movement give splendid illustrations of what a revolutionary
nent shouldn't be and shouldn’t do. Let us consider and
ate these points.
3 The strike, as far as the rank and file were concerned, was
practically unanimous and spontaneous. “Men went out on strike
. had only two months of service to fulfil before they could
retire on their pensions,” says the late Mr. C. von Hagen, in his
book, “Social Unrest and Its Causes,” “and quite a large number
less than two years to serve to be so entitled, and yet we are
asked to believe that there was no cause for dissatisfaction, and
the whole of the trouble was due to ‘irresponsible gentlemen’.”
.yon_n.Hag'u:n points out, Government, Press and Church pointed
‘agitators” as the cause of the strike. And not only were they
tators” but disloyalists too! Full advantage was taken of the
the war peychology to brand the strikers, and especially
as in the 1;ay of Germany. To-dav it is Moscow

e e —— - -
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"?h is for Awstralia and the Allies?” asked Fuller's full-page
advertisements calling for scabs—“loyalists” was their new name;
to what base uses are words put! The “Daily Telegraph referred
to -W'WaﬂdBeeby, who had not long before
changed his polrhm! colors from Labor to Nationalist, told them
that they were the victims of “ignorant adventurers” and “tools of
unscrupulous leaders, who want to undermine the foundations of

But, far from the workers being by their leaders and
being led unwillingly into an undesired strike, it was the
-biaz:dh'mhm&eofﬁemodﬁmaml
“leaders” —political and industrial. Their one mistake lay in
failure to remove the leaders and to understand the role the latter

%
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were playing. And that mistake was dus partly to their organisa-
tion——in dozens of craft-unions, based on the arbitration courts ane
relying on their officialdom-—and partly to the inability of the
militant and revolutionary sections ane partiss to co-ordinate their
activities and their propaganda with the everyday struggle of the
workers, As n reault, the leaders were allowsd to go on sabotaging
and betraying, carrying out the Government's and the smployers
work from their point of vantage until the final hetrayal, after whieh
the craft unions drifted back to work one by one and were slaugh-
tered, My, Willis' “jungle methods”1

“It had been originally intended,” said E. ]. Kavanagh, see-
retary of the Labor Council, on August 4, "to confine the sirike to
those directly affected by the eard system, but this was found to
be impossible owing to the weneral dissatisfaction which existed
throughout the railway service die to fallure to remedy long:
standing grievances and to the limited scope of the Arbitration
Act,’ Neot until September didl the defence committes invite any
union to come out. The "‘Sydney Motning Herald (August B,
1917) tells us that “representatives from the big unions, --n'lhx:ir
own volition, sought an interview with the Cabinet last night,'’ At
that interview, Mr, Willis said: “We are most anxious that sotre
thing should be done to bring the disputs to a satisfactory ter-
mination. We are not here to discuss the merits of the disputs
We met ourselves, and thoucht that perhaps, even now, at the
eleventh hour, we can so put the position as to help yom out of the
difficulty.” . The Labor politicians, too, were anxious to "help Fullst
out of his difficulty.” Mr. . Storey, leader of the i_f-fhr:rr Paity,
hoped that the “threatened disaster might be averted I weould
be glad,” he said in Parliament, “to act my part to put a stap 1o
what threatens to be a disastrous striks.” ‘f.zprewng the fear that
there would be a general strike, he said: “No-one wr;qlrl }:P._g{_rﬂ siich
a hapoening more than would h}.‘_‘)h. ;nmnbvra rm!!l;;: T:: n:m:t;
House, and anything that can be done to avert the threaten
calamity should be done in the interests of the general pd:ﬁc';“ The
patties concerned are standing a zood deal from one sndt AL,
Very much more will come ot of a r'rmnr_‘!-!:er -’!m! ot iR !rﬁ
of this kind than the ‘stand and deliver am!?fde wfnr..l;f;s geme'u :
adopted by two bodies one against the other.” Tﬁl_w;fw aht & nm;
appeal to the lion to have a chat over their T e

!
imm?!:;:"gi,:dar"m_ rejoicing in the sole of lion that had been con
i AP 77
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desired auadrubh chat, nor did he w
M ”:n; aui was mﬁy prepared zmd cl

deter, L
il they ﬂbould suerender Com-
of the Government, coupled
&W and sweet reasonable-
it yictory. DMWW
muhﬂ W

a0 i i yiew. The defence com-
bring the " dispster” to an end as saon
B s b o ool
an dhe
muﬁsmum_,dhemde
delcated.
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lﬂﬂﬁlf The Government
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amoymt ot alleged slackpess in coppection with the work H‘N
may, o1 may pot, be true. We hold no brel fo 1];; man whe dogs
not do a fair thing ai work, and we ae nol p),lpd.l;.# Lo Aetend thas
man.  But what we feel 15 that the sugseshons that aje mads age
penalising the whole of the lllj.)a the bulk of wihom are dn.’uu“;(ﬂ;
reliable apd ‘sdl.lbful.lul}' wu;l«,:,u;.n We wand ko j’ldiﬁ,‘. the & BUGLER
iop that, if it 15 8 madter of dealing with the alleged :fhul\nu w;
think there uuyixl Lo ],pr.' SOANE Way ul p;u\udm, meens bo _dJL X h'
coses of that kind, and that the mpiops inyolyed haye
W““"ﬂ"“ it they wm not def »jw the men ul u;.e mimrs
. ’ wad appears Lo L}L e ):_u] FEBE01) \(,‘!n TR NECESE gy o exer
clge somne slricler sUper vlallna OVEN the Wluf‘ 'f QU lﬂuw Frs yy;.!u
as we do tlr:_;l u_nl;:a.-a aquusl‘.laill-,: 1§ djlill,r the leill]ji ..!|| -al{u) nuﬂl'qs
tries will be 1uyu1yrd 1 a {;.W duj:i Wl"—‘ waa Lo d)"l,l).d ﬂ
is the yeason we ave heve bo-might. We ae not heve Lo w
,‘].”—---“W{- h—:}l Our J_x.aynm:n]ulll; as much as you do {oh! i. ),
leaders” —"good citizens” alll)—"lf khe mep are t)#t‘ L?;ﬁ
i the cands, would that be a way owt of the didhicy l,f
men axe weycutd to do i, and to creale some reasonable method
of dealing with men who awe alleged to be loafers?” Fhat was
the l‘i.um,udbb: A L Wllih\ .-:),A.lln.l.u‘: —nof jxuuuj able then, made
honorable since! There he was showing o united dront yith Fulle)
lwgﬂyu;g the latter and propusing him that he would iy Lo pe)
the men 4o fill in the cards, the intoduction of which had
been the d.nl.c.uummp factor in the decigion to strike. No wandes
that f‘ullm decided that he was laced wikh Al £pgy yiclory and that
his most yaluable allies were o the unigns” defence commitiee!
It must he remembered that the sirike occurzed in the midst
of the war. And remembered, oo, shat ghat war was nat 89
popular as Holman and dughes desied.  The dust Conscription
Referendum, towards the gnd of 1916, had resulted in an oye
ng-imuw deteat of the waraongexs. Falistment had fallen off
The yoting and the campaign showed how stong the anti-ya
alements were and thow widespread Ay the workers was she
wilitaney which poverty, ww.uq:luyﬂ_mm T lit‘“m‘*,d m,‘l of
living were umtuumlly Up Gy, +nv1.uu nent had d.nl.;-,l
wnined that zecipiting dor seoice Qyerncas ulwuld Le ygly.nu
tus. Fconomic CORBCELREGD W to take the place of yal '-mm
enlisunent. Aolmap, in this 4 | ﬁlijm;dmu laid d.uwn 2
ot campaign: sustailment of tq&mg Amnusement ; Awuituw
wete do monepalise the w.tuu wm» an up af the \ww
ship: ymlfm papeLs Lo bt ML Framikg ep mrﬁ?
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Youth and the Struggle Against
Imperialist War
(By 1.F.)

Fhe cracks that weve RPPAERL W ThE EcoRGImE dctive of
ERPHANH sabilisation bom Ms wcephion hive HOWE wis wide
Frssiores v capalit sabilisalion to s sna Fhie Srisie hus
frapeseiels ity t?.-’&’#j#:*%’is ihe bage comladictions of ;,wq,:.'xr-,,wa LR
womy. W werorably diiving the ; Swere dowards
aneiher predadory war lor 2 redbviaion | | Tiis is se
flecied in the dispyvie hetwesn Amerncs s &
(headed by Gueat Baids;
Easkdawn i dhe e e T flhe FEcE sesRon of dhe ‘(,A,A‘A.H.“.ﬁ
Commmisaion of the Diswsoament Conlarcnce, leading do e Andls
fawite adjovemment. I syt wed he forgotian dhad 5o saatles how
acwe @ Qe dossion Babveay dhe capdaial aedions. dhe despeat
meoat fundiamentall and mont ol comadicsion i bt helvees
ﬂw. PN EE nsAi-'!é e L :",;@ “.Aﬁu'm.&_-q.' "A.& wullg o m._..f,;q-'.‘.':'...ul
andl e warld of socullism

Conseqnvendly dhe onve peats heaxily on dhe Comumvial Favbics
i melilline 2 gty massmeVaanl Ami AR A
i of dhe peculior silgedion the yonlh of the wonking aod Lo
g cdsnas el of Bhe pai
and indhvatnial srpeniance. dhe Gt dhat Aley e gose -'-n-»*r\:‘:'ﬁ'lk‘,l!-
#han dhe sldlar wokas do dhe dmpanaliat sondinants dhey Kuve
antbithed ot schost] awd! dhav wosnanticiam . dhey ace e snest salluabile
e savenidl fov dhe millkamiate.  Thoe 2 dsmendiavs Dwdlen
el o dhe Yonne Comnmonial Lange. ol wigh Goueql
Elitanes fasmn B sy A Avive 4 .-g.{i_wx batweat dhe i
gl avd! e dsilling gandh :

4 Friethy, de PARRE CAROAHIEHS Aet ABHly sxnone #ie iy

reflnandl do it L ik ] sl suaissioies of A sl Alass. A dhe anie

e madle soffe il L Bime dhey anuat gt sort g deilling penth dle die antive o g

wh’h weat, of o s E plm'hiixﬂ‘ want e 8 dstbibier v il e condluaded! i sEdke b s

mesptiane weae mort to e loat. Fuiller, spsikan L sttt e liolerisng Gosivilint e, ad] RN BRI 40 0k

. an capttdisns, pidked wp e ganntlat o v Blosrtiabiod] avnd! dmudion flsw et dhe et and! Lo s

gt ks, Runass and S GaiisHie Sl e fises

“at Hsrne o rthe ulliagiot, of covmse, will sdkamsy &0 ke He
tstiling e Tiansce dhe wa
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Q.o e o o o e
training caimps f AEVEIOP GPEmY 1O ity

; It must he emphasised here that the most efiechiye metbod of
politically sducating the youth is Lo lead them w ther daily eco
nomic strusgles, The dpal relation of the ecopgimic and imperialis
w;];x.-y of the ruling class that is mapifested i the LGainee apPIEN
;l;ux:biu!; and afl grestabion "schemes® ofters ihe Jyoyhg ‘Auuuuumala
the .wuh.;wl field of sprpoupities Lo :.mb«iyy this most Joporiand
gl

Vourgeois J-;ul_l, uggdpi;gjlja,u.m { w'hl-.i_l; lw\-t.. a fascist -uJﬁ ooli
tarist hasis), such 28 the ¥ M. and Y. WL A, Boy Seouts, and
UAP amd ALP. youpger sels, must he penelrated by the
Y £€.L.ers apnd liguidated; apd the hest elements in theix ranks ooust
be won over (o the ¥ £.L

fhe bowgegis sporis orgapisabions, & fertile recryiting beld
sl TeCEIVE l’]_l.L‘ SadnE -Igwl.nnwui g | lu-,,m; i.«..-sl-..: L:IIAL;)J! the mq,uq@
ment of owr work in the W orkers' Sporis Federation, s9 that this
organisation oflers more atiygeliye cubtural and sporting DO
wunitics than the bowgeois youh organisstions

A beayy obligation resis on the shoulders of the Copunumst
Party and Young Communist Lesgye. That is Lo carry G Anken
BIVE p.n‘.l;jvlly in the glu_u:.d torces 5t,auuc of our best a,puuud;m
st l‘w -gllm,a.u:i Lo l;lua Wx,u's-. 4 tiucy oSt lead she economc gl l.L-,:_',.‘;Lu;:.
of the soldier and sailor masses, winning their pohibcal conbdence
m_‘.d reppect, and TaLEe r,lu: w;dc.:;.ma.dmy of those masses 4o the
point where they Lkoow wpon wheom shey must yse their yweapons:
Al sectarian opposition Lo thiis work ooust Le oyercome.

Finally, and mast impontant of all, ghe youth must be fully
enlighiened a5 Lo the danger o unperialist interyention against Hhe
LSS and they muat ke orgamsed for 2 Sacye sbrpggle in
defence of the wonkers fatherland.

lu connection with ghe fight against wag several obstacles capn
be found within the ranks of the wonking olass, Fist and foremosl
ie the influence of the wain social prop of the capitaliat system,
the Labor Panty. & zouat feyer be torgotten that fhese migleaders
(st a6 they did in 1914) will, av the outbreak of war, 41;9}1 theis
pacifiat apposition Lo wal and become recryiers {or the plitariats
Tihis atrugele is interwoyen with ghe strugele Lo wip e massep
drom the social fasciats dox the pralatasian ,dilu-'.,a’,y_l.“l_hl.y- Flus cpn
auily he accamplished by the taotic of the linited front fzam Lalow,
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based on struggle. ‘ :
The slogans and principles of the reformists (Lang and

Beasley), such as their method of overcoming the war danger by
nationalising the armament industry, and their acceptance of im-
perialist war, together with a steering of the revolutionary energy
of the masses into “anti-conscription” channels and the like, must
be decisively exposed. Instead, we must raise the class slogan of
“Turn Imperialist War Into Civil War.”

Closely akin to these misleading slogans is the gropaganda of
pacifism, which is actively (though not in name)’ preached b
Seullin. This uses as the sole weapon against war, not the aboli-

tion of capitalism to abolish the causes of war, but an appeal to

reason and goodwill—of the imperialists! This, too, must be cast
out of the workers’ ranks. :

Such “leftist’” deviations which manifest themselves in the fol-
lowing statement: ~“We should desire a war, because a war will
create a revolutionary situation,”” have no place in Marxist-Leninist
theory. Behind this, apparently, “left” phraseology lurks a spine-
less hope for the emancipation of the workers by a kindly Provi-
dence or some fortunate chain of circumstances. [t shows a fear
of having to carry out Bolshevik daily work, and its acceptance
would paralyse the struggle against war.

On the outbreak of imperialist war the task of the Bolsheviks is
to immediately put forward the slogan of “Turn Imperialist War Into
Civil War'" and strive for the defeat of their own bourgeoisie. In
‘connection with the principle of “revolutionary defeatism,” such
anarcho-syndicalist postulates as, “Why should we worry if the
Australian capitalists are beaten by some other set of capitalists?
They can't give us any waorse than exploitation and unemployment,
and we've got all that now,”” must be cast out of our theoretical
equipment. In addition, the toiling masses must be fully appraised
of the stupidity of such statements. It must be made quite clear

to the masces that they should strive for the defeat of their own
bourgeoisie in order to weaken capitalism and bring power nearer

their grasp.

In connection with the whole of this question. it must be kept
in mind that the struggle against imperialist war cannot be separated

in a watertight compartment from the general struggle against

capitaliem; just as the struggles of the youth, although ‘they have. in i
some cases, their own special demands. are interwoven with that
of the adult workers and farmers for the dictatorship of the pro-

~ letariat and for socialism.




