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Results of Socialist Construction in the Soviel
[/nion

(From ihe Report by Comrade Manuilsky to {he Seventh World
Congress of the Communist Intcrnatirmal)

Since the @ixth Congress the final victory of Socialism has
been achieved in the Soviet Union—the socomd great victory over
world capitalism aince the October revolution. (Loud applause.)
{t marks the peginning of a new great change in the interné-
tional relation of forces in favor of Socialism. There begins with
it a new stage in the development of the proletarian v orld revo-
lation, a new epoch in the history of mankind. This victory has
heen won under the leadership of the C.P.3.U., ander the leader
ghip of the great gtalin. (Loud applanse) . It js a fresh victory
of the programme, the policy, and the tactics of the ( oramumnist
International. The importance of this vietory is ihe greater that
in a number of capitalist coun! ries, W qocial-Democracy and
the reformist trade unions played the leading part 1n {he Labor
movement, the working clags has suffered defeat. The v th taken
by the Communist Inlemaﬂrn':m has led via sroletaria
lution to the vietory of Socialism, 1o 2 new and gre at ¢
tion of the position of the whole {nternational proletarian Yevis
lation. The path taken by the Gecond international, the path
ol reformism, has led to defeats for the working ¢ lass and to the
victory of Fascism. The comparison of these two events inevi=
tably produces arm-rﬂutim‘x in the condgciousness of the l_n'ulo‘r.ar‘iaf
of all capitalist eountries. Our Socialist victoriea are peginning
to set whole peoples in motion. The com parigon of our past with
the present is beginning to convince great masses of the correct
ness of Bolshevism, of the correctness of the path taken by the
(ommunist Internationa].

Only eighteen years divide us from the frightful past. Of this
fen years were gpent in the restoration of the productive forces
destroyed by war and cmmtar-rr-vnl.li‘rirm, to the restoration of
the production level of pre-war days. When thig level was ré
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B & fow lal:_gesed ;elg'ht vears ago, Socialist industry consi

Batviis wo -scale undertakings, and for the m.Y consiste
were ﬁtili ﬁver:::) l.ltl and backward small undertakiof!-t part «
Barchal to the St,:la.dec.onemlc forms in existence frngs. Ther:
it:adily, but the c}‘ﬁ?tl;f‘:r % d'{:;‘s cgoct{aéist economic :gtzi;e g'r’Zi

mpered by the backward 0 _‘ocialist constriction w, :
culture still predominati rdness of agriculture. The form of o
farm. The ri ing was the scattered individus oLp T
Oonstructi:n gChhindmlaadqwners endeavored to Eab:;fualspegba_nt
The capitalist gl ng the delivering up of the gii‘ ocialist
port of the hostile nts within the country formed the . oy

imperialist countries outside social sup-

The choice had
ment: either mtl‘ea-tt;;] bethen&?de between two paths of develop-
advance to the victory irection of a capitalist restorati b
struggle against T ry of Socialism. In the course of ion o1
rotsky and the Zinovie e of a violent

Party under Stalin’ v-Trotsky

ey ‘s leadership maintai rotsky bloe, the

n gl intained il e

principle of the possibility of the victory t(i)lg IAESocnilz;,lllis.;f;r;lgt;:lhI:;;:1L
y &

country. (Applause). Thi
il ). is was at hottom i 4
tiny mﬂ:)(;“pgtt} boumrgemsle. which fears tahg xggggmover {he
Socialist ition,tm Party then overcame the attacks of Of
‘ hﬂlght_ﬁpms uedtheas_ mouthpiece by the rich-peasant q__fthe
in their attacks on the high speed of industrialiss ‘
k! lopmen on of the Soviet and collective fa
mmhtn nist audmted that the big peasants would Y
e L e ool
3 3 ! em i ;
. But the genius of Stalin, at the head of the wodle
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corroding the whole world. 1n the course of a hard class struggle
we have transformed our country into an industrial country, into
2 highly developed country, independent of the caprices of foreign
capital, into a land of collectivised agriculture, into a land with
an unrestricted Socialist form of economy, into a land of maxi- ,
mum capacity for defence. (Prolonged applauge). We bave
1aid an unshakable foundation for Socialism. Socialist planned
economy 1s 0o Jonger hampered by anarchist elements, gurvivals
of capitalist economy. Now it is the human being, his untame-
able will, the organisation of his work, which decides everything.
(Applause). The reality of our plan—is in the living human be-
ings, as Stalin has said. And that which Kaganovich hag accomp-
lished in the railway system, overthrowing all the boundaries 0
outdated science with Bolghevist determination, is the hest illug-
tration of what Bolgheviki can accomplish. (Prolonged applause).
We can already record great SUCCEsses in the fundamental
improvement of the material and cultural situation of the toiling
masses. These are not reforms such as the proletaria! of the
capitalist countries wrests from the capitalists by hard struggle,
only to lose them again as soon as the economic situation WOrsens,
They are changes which are possible only under the vietory of
Socialism. Our country knows no unemployment, and it will not
know it in the future. (Applause) . Since 1928 the rumber of
workers and employees has doubled, and the sum total paid n
wages has been quintupled. (Applause). Whilgt in the capitalist

eountries wages have declined by almost half, Expenditure for
| more than seven times, whilst in

social insurance has increasec

the capitalist eountries social insurance is being reduced. Our
ts know no agrarian erigis, no impoverishment of tne
(Applause) . Where the hand plough and the half-
starved horse once laboriously tilled the ground, there are now
200,000 tractors at work, 50,000 mowing threshers and other
machines. Communal economy is making rapid strides. The
tumble-down huts of former days are replaced by light and airy
houses. (Applause). The fen-year p for the reconstruction
of w, whieh was recently resolved upon, outlines 2 city won-
derful both in beauty and convenience, justifying the designa-
tion of the capital of the world. (Applause ). The e‘ultura!‘ level
of the toiling masses is rising steadily; 25 million children
are being taught by 600,000 teachers. The number of secondary
sehools has been multiplied by ten during the last six years;
1,200,000 students are studying in the colleges and technical
schools. Already in 1933 there were 11 million former workers
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in the realm of political democracy, and self-determination be-
Jongs wholly and exclusively to thig realm. The domination of
finance capital, however, does not in the least destroy the sig-
nificance of political democracy as the freer, wider and more
distinet form of class oppression and class struggle. Hence, all
arguments about the “impossibility of achieving,”’ economically
speaking, one of the demands of political democracy under cap-
italism, reduce themselves to a theoretically Incorrect definition
of the general and fundamental relations of capitalism and of
political democracy in general.

In the second case, this assertion is incomplete and ina
for not only the right of nations to self-determination, but all
the fundamental demands of political democracy are “possible
of achievement” under imperialism, only incompletely, in @
mutilated form, and as a Tare exception (for exampie, the se-
cession of Norway from Sweden in 1905). The demand for the
immediate liberation of the colonies, as advanced by all revo-

Tutionary Social-Democrats, is also “impossible of achievement”

under capitalism without a series of revolutions. This does not

imply, however, that Social-Democracy must refrain from con-

duecting an immediate and determined struggle for all these de-
mands—1to refrain would merely be to the advantage of the
hourgeoisie and reaction. On the contrary, it fmplies that it
is - to formulate and put forward all these demands,
not in a reformist, but in a revolutionary way, not by keeping
within the framework of bourgeois legality, but by breaking
through it; not by confining oneself 1o parliamentary 'e._{ttv/‘-h‘-.‘a
and verbal protests, but by drawing the masses into 7€3% action,
by widening and fomenting the zgtmg;{iﬁ: for a-.'-"rer;.'_f._Jml.f;f
fundamental, democratic demand, right up 1o and including the
direct onslay; of the proletarial against the hourgeoisie, T
revolution, which will expropriate ihe bour-

genisi The Secizlist revolution may break out not only in
et of a great strike, 2 street demonstration, 4 hunger
riot, 2 mutiny in the forees, or 2 enlomial rebellion, but also in
consequence of #ny political S sts, like the Dreyfus affalr, the
Zabern incident, or in eomnection with 2 referendam on the se-
cession of an oppressed nation, etc.
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rpos e of mluing
g mass i
hwlle action and revolution, £: !
passing through the transition period of complete lberation of

Meaning "
the Right to
at Self-Determination and [ all the oppressed nations, i.e. their freedom to secede,

The right of ion to F

ht o For natio : ederation :

i 4 'mg;%m’eig. etermination e, 4. The Proletarian-Revolutionary Pregentation of the Question
1 sense, the right '#}“ﬂ 0 of the Self-Determination of Nations

advocates of self-determination
nations which are oppressed by “their” nation and forcibly re-
tained within “their” State will remain unexposed.

The Socialists of the oppressed nations on the other hand,
must paﬂicu!ﬂrii fight for and maintain complete, absolute unity

(also organisat ) between the workers of the oppressed
nation and the workers of the oppressing nation. Without such
i dent proletarian

unity it will be impossible to maintain an indepen
policy and class solidarity with the proletariat of other countries

the
m;iﬁgs nation. Concretel Not only the dt!_mmitl for the m:lf-gise’u:rmIuai,iun of nations 1
- o complete freedom 1. !‘”"_ﬂ“ the items of our democratic minimum programime were :
m‘mem of' Bnd freedom to «. d{l\fd.n(:f:q befz')re us, as far back as the geventeenth and elgh- ¥
Bires a referendum of ) L teenth centuries, by the petty hourgeolsie. And the petty bour- 5
anguently, this demand e geoisie continues to this day to advance all these demands in a i
of small tor secession, for the J.-,‘ b utopian way, w1l:}111111. seeing the class struggle and the fact that %
gele o states. It is merely ”fm.f 1! has 'bi:‘:_fnml." m}&:nmtmcl under democracy, and helieving In '
y the gainst nationa) C*Dpr;'&“' 1e log [H)f.u:eiul capitalism. The idea of a peaceful union of equal
Woadom emocratic system of e8sion ir nations under imperialism, which deceives the people, and which
Tor of secession, the ra, Btate ap; the Kautskyists advocate, is precisely of this nature, As against
S € e in practice ; ff)r[ﬁ]r and we this philistine, opportunist utopia, “the programme of Bocial- 1
Soint o he point of view of e advant; Democracy must advance the thesis that the fundamental, es-
A ttl)l view of the interest economic sential and inevitable division of nations under imperialism is
iy ese advantages incs of the ma that between the oppressing nations and oppressed nations, 1
making ‘; eﬁzcogp:tion of Self.:i‘g?;ﬁ with The proletariat of the oppressing nations cannot confine it-
ent of this ration a principle, Omind’m, self to the general hi:tl.’krl“yf!" phrases that may he repeated by i
and yet pmfep?nmp[e,. and a p mmﬂc may any pacifist bourgeols aga:mlr‘aumfmtmmg and for the equal i
e o T federation to ﬂationa;nf of der rights of nations, in Lq«:rn(fral, Ihe fnruifsla.rmt cannot evade the "
from this poi ?ple%_demucrat,-c ch nequz) question that is particularly “unp easant” for the imperialist 1
8t, preferred even thn of view that Marx :? . bourgeoisie, namely, the question of the frontiers of states that i
the forcible subjecti m‘: federation of Ireland thouﬁh . are based on national oppression, The proletarial cannot but
aim of Socialism is of Ireland to ; ‘-Wlth ng fight against the forcible retention of the oppressed nations
of mankind into isma.llnot only to twh' within the boundaries of a given state, and this is exactly what
g A to bring the natio states, and he presc the struggle for the right of self-determination means, The
Tge them. And in cirt:le:-m tocloser to each nal isolatic, proletariat must demand the right of political secession for the
_ one hand, explain to the achieve » but also ¢ colonies and for the nations that “its own" nation oppresses. i
mmm_of Renner and Otto t iy Ve must, ( Unless it does this, proletarian internationalism will remain 4 ;
national autonomy” and, Bauer concern y nature meaningless phrase; mutual confidence and clags solidarity be-
oppressed on her alled “cu) +ween the workers of the oppressing and oppressed nations will
i ti“ ns | : demand 11, be impossible; the hypocrisy of the reformist and Kautskyan
: ontent & who maintain silence about the
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pensation-——snd this demand in its political expression signifies
nothing more nor less than the recognition of the right to welf-
determination—but they must render determined support 1o
the more revolutionary elements in the brmr;(m,j',«;-df:rnr.ﬂ,mt](;
movements for national liberation in these eountries and asgist
their rebellion—and if need be, their revolutionary war—against
the imperialist powers that oppress them.

7. Qoeial-Chauvinism and Gelf-Determination of Nations

The imperialist epoch and the war of 1914-16 have particu-
larly brought to the forefront the task of fighting against
chauvinism and nationalism in the advanced countries, ©On the
question of the self-determination of nations, there are two main
shades of opinion among the social-chauvinists, i.e., the oppor-
tunists and the Kautskyists, who embellish the reactionary im-
perialist war by declaring it to be a war in “dofence of the father-
land.”
On the one hand, we #ee the rather frank servants of the
bourgeoisic who defend annexations on the ground that im-
perialism and political coneentration are progressive, and who
repudiate the right to self-determination on the ground that it
is utopian, illusory, [u.-tty-lnurwe!;iﬁ, ete. Among these may b
included Cuno, Parvus, and the extreme opportunists in Ger-
many, a section of the Fabians and the trade union leaders in
England, and the opportunists, Semkovsky, Liebman, Yurkevich,

ete., in Russia. : ; /
On the other hand, we see the Kautskyists, including Vander-
velde, Renaudel, and many of the pacifists in England, France,
_ These stand for unity with the first-mentioned group, and ;n

g vocate the

is the same as its, in that they ad et
nation in a purely verbal and h;—';ﬁ:rmral
for the freedom of political se-

fon ) eusive” (“zu viel verlangt”—Kavtsky n
“Die Neue Zeit,” May 21, 1915) ; they do not advocate the need
o athilnctics, especially for the Socialists in the

but, on tl:tf:ﬂmrary, they gloss over their
they justify their opportunism, they make

Tev :
it easier to deceive th , they evade precisely t:he auestion
of the frontiers of @ state which foreibly retains subject nations,

‘Both groups nists who prostitute Marzism and

who have lost 2 1o understand the theoretical signi-
o / . of Marx's tactics, an example

ficance and the Pt urgency
of which be gave in relation to Ireland.
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question of ann. i
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“determination f Btions 9. The Aftitude of Russian and Polish Social-Democracy and of

on a pacifist phrag : ‘ o1 the Second International to Self-Determination.
s all Vlﬂl_eme, neu;inzh:j:, rll efend The difference between the revolutionary Social-Democrats
. e cally w @ and incom ',?.“f"‘-”“" y of Russia and the Polish Social-Democrats on the question of
. The Concrete * compatible with 1 golf-determination came to the surface as early as 1 902 at the
413 'lbﬂ‘ m_ Mﬁ 8 of the Proletariat in the I : congress which adopted the programme of the Russian Social-
R ptmEd Future he Immedi . Demoeratic Labor Party, and which, despite the protest of the
"‘mﬂhﬂ:i Polish Soci_al-Demnc_ratic delegatinn. inserted in that pro-
“the prol t‘”} may begin in the very ne, gramme Point 9, which recognises the right of nations to self-
i elariat will be faced with t} ieal determination. Since then the Polish Social-Democrats have
other di Sy er, of expropriating tﬁ i} 1’ l:“”' never repeated, in the name of their Party, the proposal to delete
i torial measures, | s Point 9 from our programme, or to substitute some other formu-
and particularly the inteilectaonicn  situatio Jatfon for it. 1
to ts, will strive to dis}-up? . ék‘" the I In Russia—where no less than 57 per cent., i.e, over
o icmct it to limited democrs t_a.n Y0 hind: 100,000,000 of the population, belong to oppressed nations, where
atie demands may—at g tioge Cpo Whi those nations mainly inhabit the border provinces, where some
n to sto ime when the |, of those nations are more cultured than the Great Russians,

e I >

2 n a certain senge, ﬂf;} sihl:’h?;ﬂwarkﬁ .Of bour; where the political system is distinguished by its particularly
1 to all e88, the necessity of Drnd;{;pce to, the rc. barbarous and mediaeval character, where the bourgeois-demo-
'-. will oppressed nations (i.e., their rim}"f and gran cratic revolution hag not yet been completed—the recngmhon'nf
ey be as urgent in the Socialist e B'It to self-det.  the right of the nations oppressed by tsarism to free secession
ampl e \:ictnry of the hourgeois-dem volution ag it v = from Russia is absolutely obligatory for Social-Democracy in
Aple, in Germany in 1848, or in Rus r‘itéﬁsrevoluﬂ- the interests of ite democratic and Socialist tasks, Our Party,

However, five, which was re-established in January 1912, adopted a resolution

ST e e

ten and even more years

ist revolution hegi " in 1918 reiterating the right to self-determination and explain-
te the masgseq iﬂgl;n:';evo{ntjt hat case, 1: 2,?{%01" ' ing it in the concrete sense outlined above. The orgy of Great-
possible for Socialist chauvu onary spirif; to m ;,F' Russian chauvinigm raging in 1914-16 among the bourgeocigie
1o the workers’ party and to Inists I % to be),  nd the oppe nfst Socialists (Rubanovich, Plekhanov, *‘Nashe F
. of 1914-16. It wﬁl be the dut-y ] ¥ - to",'" Dyelo,” etc.) jmpels us to insist on this demand more strongly 2
ﬁﬂﬁﬂ that British Socialists ot i g ¥ than ever, and to declare that those who reject it serve, in prac-
B fi il to | tice, as a bu of Great-Russian chauvinism and tsarigm.

@ that it emphatically repudiates all rcsl;ponﬂi—
psition to the right of self-determination.

sulation of the position of Polish Social-Demo-
1 1 queation (the declaration made by Polish
Social-Democraey at the Zimmerwald (‘onference) contains the
condemns the German and other govern-

ments which r the “Polish provinces” as a hostage in the
forthcoming game of compensation and thus “deprive the Polish

eople of Iheom'tm' sortunity o decide its own fate.” The declara-
fiorr says: “Po ‘BoehiDemucracy emphatically and golemnly
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of the small nations—particularly the point of view of the Polish
Socinl-Democrats, who, in their struggle against the Polish hour-
geoigie which was deceiving the people by nationalist slogans,
were misled into repudiating self-determination—would be a
theoretical error. It would be a substitution of Proudhonism for
Marxism and in practice would regult in rendering involuntary
gupport to the most dangerous chauvinism and opportunism of
the Great Power nations.

__Fditors of "“Sotsial-Demokrat,” Central Organ of the
Russian Social-Democratic Labor Party.

Postscript.—In the latest issue of “Die Neue Zeit,” dated
March 3, 1916, Kautsky openly extends a Christian hand of
reconeciliation to the representative of the filthiest German chativ-
inism, Austerlitz. He rejects the freedom of gecession for the
nations oppressed by the Austria of the Hapsburgs, but accepts
it for Russian Poland, thus rendering lackey's service to Hinden-
burg and Wilhelm II. A better self-exposure of Kautskyism
could not be desired!

March 1916,

e e il — ————

The Fight for Unity Against War in Victoria
By J. . BLAKE

Ttalian Imperialism has already begun its war of plunder
against Abyssinia; thousands of lives have been lost; and still
the Labor Party in Australia persists in its policy of splitting the
who are opposed to war. In Vietoria, the
anti-war fighters in the Victorian Couneil
done everything possible to achieve unity,
baders continue their splitting policy. At the
s not mean that we are no nearer o the united
s we shall see later.
he the struggle for unity against war has
s, The widespread demand for unity in
s and their organisations has now reac
at it is commencing to br:,?k throu]ﬂud the
passivity ereated b the reformist leaders.
dmd’ for a I;mitefl fromt against war and
sweed the Vietorian A.L.P. Executive to & realisa-

Shst & eould no longer attempt to placate the
workers by telling them that the Labor Party is the only real

¥y
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of war and that its ranks are wide eno

e who are opposed to war. It bec
. - ame e
convince tl_le workers with such tal
it became Increasingly evident to the
Party leaders were doing mnothing to d
whlltst lfhe l;)nly organisa
Ves to be the genuine le:
against war were the Communist Party ar
s War and Fascism,
i reformist leaders were forced to the

either they must accept the united frw.
of the Communists or they themselves must show
ward appearance of anti-war activity in order to pre
lymto theaf workel:s who were opposed to war passing ov:
Communists. The path of continued splitting
chosen, and so began the display of anti-war -
coupled ‘Vlﬂlaglg thmvgi campaign of abusze agz
e V. . It was announced tha
?mee of unions and A LP. branches was to be held on 0
d conference of Metropolitan A.L.P. branches on Oc'r
a public meeting against war in the Melbourne Tow
~on November 11; all of these under the Labor Anti-Wz:
~mittee. Simultaneously the beginning of a more virulen:
~ ting campaign was heralded by the resolution carried -
; 'Lﬂ!w Party Executive, which extended the black ban -
V.C.A.‘W. on the grounds that it was a “Communist subsidiz
This was then submitted to the Trades Hall (-
cil as a recommendation from the Executive of that body.
for many years has the Trades Hall Council "

- bitter debate as that which toukplacewhengg meom;:;}g

tion was discussed. By the crowded appearance of the eounc
chamber it was evident that the executive hadsa:themdup.ws.
little union official who could ibly ass

possib ume labe]
accredited council delegate, to vote for the e _‘_‘ 'ﬁ
council ] .

E

! a generally accepted high vote for
Council. Thus the executive was not by

—
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buse; !, h}a‘ oi 18 lattel wasr tem nt f)i Lo egrove, to-
th as t‘he stateme v rove,
a t) Yp

id :— !
oy ot Crota and Monk, who S0, of rata n the Labor

ement, jon i iggest rat of
jlways Union 18 the biggest ;
ﬁmlat” '“i"l;.il‘i tkﬁt&:vlar Moverillen‘%;s_ ;Ee{fll]{;) I?na Illlaﬁgu%
et of th i icy of the Sovi
ment:ét‘?: ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ g(f,hge danger of an attack on the
m'f, o o hich cauged an uproar o1
i buse, whic U
In(}ouneil tht: :{:m 0I{ﬂ:de by Delegate F::griclm of the
tI;h,o(.-mnoi:le "Enginemen stands out gharply. ?e seﬁ].le o e
“‘{:' ngim in our Union for years Drhungwon Dder

% ething against war, and we until'in o
tommdosaom + something would be done, itorian
Ao oy decided to affiliate with the i'satitm
il M War, and we have fog{l'd this ?:gwag:) g

ey i and energetic peop

to be composed ol(;f" aincere

reso te 94 voted for the
tion was put to the vo sk v
e tt}vl'fei‘.he lé:e::utiv«a and 46 ?galngt.;)fut the n .

= real picture of the relationship o

. mmendation

oty 7 1 i .t the Executive recomm s

e et f the AR U L e

o nions ;I O Splittin the Executive

and Tramways Union; in e s e e
i voted against - g

Inna;dition. all the large 3 e powerfu B o
tiat 1 e e instead of on the basis

the 46, 80 i ; n i o1

E'f;egam"m the vote would have mm“ﬂmm g
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Weo demand that the ban be imnedigten
the tov be dealt with &b he next Baster
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i that Me T East Malvern Branches have
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. S forces opposed ¢

Communist
Council m‘m‘!& Intern
LI War and Fasc

a policy 2ot
be wamg"’fl‘f

cuss any matters concerning policy, but could onl discuss
m to be adopted to carry out the existing pn]'i:{:y of the
Labor Party 10 regard to war; oD this basis all resolutions moved
by delegates on vital questions concerning the struggle against
war were ruled out of order by the chairman, but, even 0, the
ce reVealed 4 strong following for the militants, Omne &
vote on the chairman’s ruling resulted in 100 voting for and 79 %
: ; another motion moved by Comrade Thornton that .5
the pm:li; on the embargo on exports to any country going to war
and on industrial action against any war-making nation con-
W_m the Labor anti-war manifesto be particularly stressed
in anti-war pmpaganda resulted in 62 voting for and 94 against ;
otes show a very powerful minority of delegates from the
and ALP. branches who stand for umity and a policy
struggle against war.
All of these events demonstrate how ¢ar the demand for the
united front has penetrated amongst the trade umion and ALF.
workers; the wave of support for the amited front is gathering
¢ , with the result that the Labor Party
Jeaders are foreed more and more {0 MaNOETUVIe. Their inveterate
to umited fromt compels them to attempt to com-
vinee the workers that the Labor Party machine is doing some-
thing to combat war. but the Labor Party policy of “Defence of
Australia” and its “poliey” of neutrality in the present war of
talisn Faseism against Abyssinia makes it impossible for the
arty to develop 207 genuine anti-war activity—-“ddence”
preclude 2 real struggle against war in almost
conerete War gituation—hence the talk about the fight
against war i oully demazo%y a0 far as the Labor Party leaders
But the importan’ thing is that larze aumbers of workers
have 2 gone far shead of the Labor Party sxecutive—
amited action i8 already taking place in practice it 3 number
a9 the activity of the workers heeomes greater the
on the manfeuvring capacity of the Labor Party
leaders imerease g proportion. Thus the developmenta of the
last few weelks have brought about. 2 great inerease in the ant
war of the masses, together with 2 arowing apypreciation
of the vital the st
=

ﬁe of the gnited front in

g _the position of the Labor Party execn-
has wealened congiderably. and its manoeuvres take on &
more

smash

29 shown in the deliberate attempt to
=V‘ﬂ% the main weight of the mffuene®
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ense speed up, thousands of dismi | emwmberuw  ooweowsr VW PED
ions—this is the proud ofmsals. slashing Those are the facts which mus 7 o H
m_ has won for it record of the Steven C : s which must command the attention of ;
.. And why ne the undying gratit every ommumist, of every militant of every railway W
: not? A brief ude of T tial ! , of every railway worker.
bondholders reveals examination of t is essential not merely to resist the offensive now raging, but
and June 1934, that between the years to wage the struggle to Improve conditions. e
a0 Junc 1834, payments in interest and | Balmay me e e basie Butee the sicros e
sy X 7 : d a 5/- bas
Tailw nit'. lki' necessary to ’hwgm,“' '¥0 get a com Profits for the rich cannot cor?::cl':farﬁi. the lives and con
g rsers I wages and salari the cum: ditions of the workers. REst 4 g
. whilst the nht{v'e: between 19 A shorter working week will frustrate further dismissals and
affluent bondhold ;l’?:?ea'??- in inte lead to the restoration of the thousands retrenched. It is the
figures starkly reveal ﬂm“m“ ,-51:1; g;_ (:,.onb:r gc:ismve a;lsiv;ai 1o ;:';; ;Jlmta_l f.per:ding-up‘nf} the -'fii")}’!‘:ﬂ.
has faken place lossal mbbery of i = emand 8/- y minimum wage 18 ut to demand
ords. that ° Thgg;emphmge the gre: Z the restoration of the 1929 basic wage. ' e
'ﬁmg_, ersnulats uhhaf n of wealth at = The struggle for a shorter worling week and for increased
: m ; " misery, agony of toil, _ wages 1S now upon the order of the day. Th struggle is irre-
et for the :trievabty bound up with the fight against arbitration and for
= industrial uniomism.
= Arbitratien has the purpose of maintai
% to the advantage of the exT e I
= jis an organ standing 2b0ve classes, which regulat
£ ship between classes, between exploiters and expio
;uﬂtﬂﬂ denies the irreconcilability ot the class sim
serves to hide the yeal truth that the State, far from st
above classes, 1s 2 class weapon the exploiters to main-
tain their domination over the €xp 4.
 Arbitration shackles the unions o legalism, chokes them
with class collaboration, stifles activity, smashes wages and eon-
ditions and dooms the working class 10 defeat. s devastating
trail since 1929, the erash of wages from £4/15/- %0 £2/3/6
‘lpdl was mainly the work of the courts, is the bving proof of
In the struggle for 2 shorter working week and for Engc'r#.a.m
direct megotiziion writh the employers snd the reliance ¢
the workers on their industrizl strength most replace 1helr 3
istime faith i arbitration.
i fic -:e:dimﬁ'r.tinaeiv 2490~ 4

To reject Arbitration does 00T mesl
eate strikes. is mecesSATY only to point o6t Vst the 44-hour
week recently gained by {he ABRU. was obtzined WOt heczuse
of the good gTaCES of the Arbitration Court, but beesuse of the

and demands that came from the 12wy workers

the 44-hour weel- ; 3
ﬂ!ﬂihawﬂﬂthwwa‘mﬁ‘mpm
ﬂ‘ﬁnﬂ-ﬂhﬁﬂh&dmwmm,h-‘w
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R eonéept iy mac}, .raq. tram, water, etc. This hi i}
. ing concept has its origin in the theory of the I WV
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more urgent, cti
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by the officials to try and prevent amalgamation. Proposals for a
basis of amalgamation have aiready been forthcoming which
overcame these objections. These proposals are:—

(1) That immediate steps be taken to bring together the

offices of the two unions, with a view to the collabora-

tion and co-ordination of the activities of both union
executives.

(2) That at the end of 12 months a conference be called,
fully representative of both organisations, to work out
the final details for amalgamation.

(3) That in the new organisation which emerges, provisions

be made for divisions and sections to be established

and that the engine drivers, firemen, and cleaners, be
catered for in these.

are the two outstanding questions of amalgamation.

Those
They need to be app;‘oached not in a narrow craft sense, but

from a class standpoint. The unions are not just weapons to
defend sectional, craft interests, but organisational weapons
for the struggle of the working class against capital, a struggle,
the final aim of which is the establishment of the power of the

working class.
Organisation Increases
and in struggle it 1s decisive.

eases the power of the working class tenfold
This is why we must always strive
to perfect working-class organisations, why it is necessary to
support. moves for closer unity and towards one organisation 1o

the industry- This is also the reason why those who wou
attack the craft unions,

an attitude which tpnds to weaken and
even destroy them, must be ruthlessly resisted.

In union oOr-
ganisation the industrial union is the most desirable form.
this desirable form of organisa

tion is to be realised, however,
work in the craft unions with a view to building, strepgt.hemng,
and amalgamating them, is necessary. Industrial uplonl_sm can
be realised in no other way whilst capitalism remains in exis-

tence. ol o
There is a great need to strengthen the spirit of unionism
in the masses. In the railways there ig not that intense trade
union loyalty which is found amongst the miners. There ar]e
many reasons for this: the 1917 defeat, the policy of class co;
laboration, role of the reformists, the pohcy'of_the Governme_rll_
and the Railway Commissionir,d tthet}s;jecta'xgar?_sg;l of the mili-
— ontributed to is situation.
e e, b gnergetically work to build the confid-

their organisation. To do that they
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- :
~_eﬁtts from district to district and from town tor

 District (North Queensland), where the Party is
on the sugar industry, and where the leading acti-
workers, the highest level of work among the
+t has been reached, and here the political
the Party is strongest. Although there are many
s in other spheres of activity, especially in the work
“small farmers, the Party in North Queensland is firmly
oon the rural proletariat and closely conmected with the
the workers by a correct policy in relation to the
Workers’ Union, and because of the excellence of the
around economic and gocial demands.

recent strike struggles waged by the cane-cutters for
“tion against a recurrence of Weil’s disease was largely
the leadership of the Party. That the workers were only
v successful and in some areas defeated is no reflection |
the leadership, for although sufficient information to
. an analysis of the causes of defeat is not yet to hand, the
, forces of the State were brought into action to assist the
U, officials to break the strike.
In the immediate future, No. 9 District Committee, whilst
dating its position in the sugar towns and strengthening
; Party among the rail and waterfront workers, must devote
more attention to the farm population on the Tablglapds and to
work among small cane farmers. What will be said in a future
; “on the general tasks of the Party in the country toWas
and villages applies with particular force to North Queensland.
It is imposible, within the scope of this article, to present
even a brief summary of the details of work in each distriet.
District 9 has attained the highest level of work among the rural
proletariat, “Shis success is due to the Party bemg based
mainly on a rural industry even to the extept of leading members
of the Party committees themselves working in the industry.

1 i ” = 2 the
In the last issue of the “C.R. attention was drawn to

iti ic i e of the pastoral industry.
political and eeonomic importanc i

Here, in the most im rtant rural industry in Aust
ing the most miﬁtargt? of the rural proletariat, whose militant
traditions date back over 50 years, is the cer}ﬁ'e_nf gravity .o};;
the future work of the Party in the yural digtricts. In South
Queensland, New Jouth Wales, Victoria, and Western Australia
the main task must be to more extensively conmect the Party
with the pastoral industry. We have already axplained
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LW.) exists one of the best country units
nately 40 pas’mral workers resident in { b
s work of the PW.LU, for militant unionism
is a peculiar wituation when we realise that
rural worker activists are devoting the whole
energy to the task of building organisation
) ral workers.

LU, is striving o build a united front

: ing the pastoral WOTKers to struggle for
and eonditions. Whilst work among the unem
workers in Dubbo is impor? ant, our unit ghould
Sention to the pastoral wWorkers and trying Lo devaop
Eos being waged by the P W.1.U., as propagated
3 Bushworker.”

with the

s pastorzl workers living in Dubibo do not belong 1o 4
ftemnt should be made to recruit them tg the P W.LU
3 w1 4 "
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) of the rivalry all over the world
ermany, whose outcome was to be the
twelve years were occupied also by pre-
seking of allies, ideological prepara-
info a united body, military and naval

1

T
]
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narations Australia played its part, Figures
armaments by Australian Governments
thatpreparatlnn Those figures for the years
follows:
;lm’.?v: £766,880: 1903-4: £855,764 ; 1904~
£070545; 19068-7: £1,085/77195; 1907-8:
: &1,050;»5#. 1909-10: £1,524,881; 1910-11:
u' £2128649; 1912-13: £2612 "17 1915-14:

‘ e to remember that the Labor Parly was re-
m proportion of that expenditure. The Labor

the Deakin Ministry in office from Beptember 22,
”ﬁ 1904, and was in f,’fﬁ!}- ftzeM for ‘f,u. v Lerms
ﬁnhuy 28 /4,704 to 17/8/04; (2) 1st Fisher Minis-
10 2/6/709; (3) 2nd Fisher Ministry, 29/4/'10 to
mhﬂ mt-‘mm Government, in its three years of
on defence, a total of £6,137,130, wh
monly £3.920,215 had been spent. Tha
w that was in power as Wi

and war prq.am“f ns 56 per
had spent in the three years in
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§ ap for the supply of 2 ioint foree
ply 12,000 of them. When war
sber was considered too sm all, and
¢abled offering 20,000 men. In
& Fisher Government (elected in
Australia gent about twice that
. Fisher had his eye on that last man

on the last shilling!

moreover, was not going fo be relied
f this country had their way. In April,
House of Representatives, stated that
enlisted. Cook found gault with the
B gaid, had spent on the war £776,000,000
Y 000 men. Australia, in proportion, should
' and raised a force of ahout 350,000 men
Australia had spent only £13.000,000 and raised
A deplorable situation! Just after that speech,
| easualties, 2000 of them deaths —hetween
{ The King cabled his congratulations

ion to the war was growing—even if it merely

' of refusal to enlist. Tn March, 1915, the enlist-
000, In April, they fell to 1800, and in May to 1750
; month, Pearce stated that 3500 men were Ié

emients. At the same time it was ann
4 division was to be raised Member ;

' of conscription. In July, Sir William Irvine mf)‘.ra.?rl
jotimnient of the House to discuss a proposal £o register
n of military ace. Fisher raised no shjection and the War
18 Act was ‘pasi.ﬂed. In the meantime, ar cam-
i to encourage enlistment had been going On:
ge canvassing, white feather campaigns, economic
n and so on. All this resulted in a laroe increase
88 i voturn resulted in the decision of the (
le the number of reinforcements to m«l qonfr ;THL: :?:ﬂﬂw

3 & 1 T * vade and to gend a s1€ 9 1 it E *
In ?)T:‘rt‘:\]:;]]g’}‘f:}?ri: r:;:‘gﬁ{:{ e M. Hughes hecame Prime

ounced

5 began urging the

il unr:!rgﬁ"f;('
houge-to-
consgerip-
age of recruiting.
pvernment to
to

1, and W : L hf 7
Minister in his stead. His Grn-r'mn'-m'!‘r c'_'ffﬁlrefl to _bﬂ_ 1\’r-nr i
another 50,000 men to leave Anc‘rmfhzr in the next )‘tv \_‘ T w]f] it
These were to be enrolled in new units ;:mr:'l ‘rr:.\ be i“(r]:?;lq,l%Lr}?(\ g
9500 per month vequired to fill the gaps M ',h" 31'1; (; o &
units. When these new units went into achnn‘:ﬁnan.» ; mr;nfh
course, require rr_\m'r‘nn.-nmentsn too, and the 96 : &or” g
would have to be inereased. That was the procedure rought
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y ond of 1916 there were 154,286
of 9500 6 month, 122500 would
inforeements during that period.
men of the Third Division
Jetwhich left Australia in 1916
1917, 8o, even if we do not con
see that the basis for opposition 2,
arty sotght to construct (namely,
were coming forward and that con-
Y erumbles, That basis was put fors

s of tncommprommising opposition to the

t was voiced by only & few in the Lakor
gition to eonseription by the Labor Party
gat eonscription, that machitic Was inistri
the number of enlistments, becatse
jon. 1t offered an alernative Lo com
arly politicians exerted all their enieryies
voluntary system would ilself be eapable of
number of men, They were med opposed
il ing——coniscripbion was swiply not as-
BlBee, slso, the split betwesn the conscri g
the anti-conscriptiomists. Laborites dhi¢
mntil the latter saw that the triaor

fion

.. mwn& opposed to coORSCrip .
s I8 England (in 1916), had decidad ov the i
of eonseription. It was not for ticthing that due &

{ m:ﬁ conrversed with K, and papers puilhi
. L when Be was down with the I May, & fifne
- for the velurtary systera in Erglarnd, New Zealand 1
i, and when Fuzhes left Fagland
i #ad fo conseriptio
Wi by persi
: sociation, by faveved
e said 120,000 rren Befween the a8 of 18 and 44 hiad ¥&
sed fo enlist; the Cormmonvealth b arliarnent met, on May .
Secvst session (so-on-oohl) ; the : c Aprny Couneil cabled
asking for 2 sperial dratt of 20,000 men and that reiniorcerents
Be imcreased to 16,560 pey month (as Walf of the Anzac Corps had
Beaw wiged out W seven weske at Porieres and @ rornelles) —fhas
was the atmosphers ereater.

Ty Mew Sowth Wales, i 1913, 1. 1. Bitzaerald, & Laboy mem-
Ber of the Legislative ouweil, and others Wad formed a Univeraal
Service Lesgue, affer the model of a similar leaghe satablished
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srice solemnly pledges itaelf to op-
g, conscription of human life for
oad, and directs all leagues «nd affili-
Smmediate steps to oppose all Labor
for or otherwise gupport conseription,
is matter the issue between the forces of
ism. (2) Where gnions or leagues
action, the Central Executive is hereby

refuse, under any circumstances, 10 endorse
, candidates. (3) That it be an instruction to
Wales delegates on the Interstate Exe-
s at all costs the policy of conseription. (4)
' the foregoing resolutions be sent to the cem-
n each dtate, to the

d in Melbourne

the Labor organisations i
qustrial Conference to be hel
and to the Acting Prime Minister (Senator
to Mr. Tudor, MHR.
of the P.L.L. had given voice to the deter-
masses of Australia to oppose conscription !
fved back at Fremantle on July 31, 1916, and
ne on August g, In the following week, at a
1l meeting, he told Australia that it would have to gend
s men, Then he went to Sydney; conferred with Holman
[State Ministers and made the same statement af 2 pub-
ing in Sydney- He returned to Melbourne 0 attend a
of the Federal Labor Caucus. FHughes asked the Caucus
o the introduction of compulsory gervice. NO decision
ed at, at that meeting OF at two others. But, when
: the Covernment annmmoerl that
another month’s trial;
number of recruits, all
the ages of 21 and 3b
+ overseas

d between

without depend
be mobilised put that they would not be sent OVers
ja had declared for conseription 10 a
i aferendum rather

il the peorle of Australia
> pon a I’
i by means of legisla-

endum. Hughes
than attempting to intr
tion. Caucus would not agree to the latter method and he could
not have carried a pill in 8 f ‘tion—at any rate
through the Senate, where there were 31 Labor Senators a1'3d
five Liberals- But the Rill to take 2 referendum Wasg carried M

both Houses. On geptember 29, the first patches of men be-
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and 35 were 1
Woonmipﬁoi?led g Hughes ey,

Novembe;

ﬂ o
ﬁemﬂf doubtful whether he
. g the Lahor Party (ch»:- {
- heard hﬁm.e?dm the NS.W. Fxcc
a ahnﬁspoke bei‘or(: ther
d an a vote was ta)
ling. Hughes’ prop
y-one votes to five,
in Adelaide—the;
Frank Tudor, 1,
€ Was proce«
n Iét,ta marc}
tiament Hous
Evidences
P against the |
above all ac:
8plit resuli
diﬂ(:'l:
the re
OF and (.
. reb'(f.’.
B Ho
-
a1
Lir

enaum

ready to sit on

" the f ;

jump. The one exception was Lol
taken. or, w

The voting i
mmﬂi’ of 72,476 for “No :':'ntheoc::;::
i against conscription, 1,160, _

( erendum, in December,
or conscription, 1,013,361; against,
,895. A worse defeat than that of
the Government refused to publish
rs overseas. It does not need a too
mp to the conclusion that their vote had
jon. If that were the case, the Govern-
ked up enough courage to tell a lie
72,399 for conscription and 58,894
‘@ conscience a year harder, in 1917, the Hughes
‘not need any courage to publish the “figures” :
43 against conseription. Of the vote in 1917,
jter can gauge the result from his experience in
, where the vote was taken in the trenches. He

that vote was not merely Uverwhelming]y against
ainst it! And that

but practically unanimous ag:
se was the experience also of men in other units with
e has talked. No returned soldier could be made to
at the figures published were true, The soldiers fight-
e trenches, on active service abroad, vietims of imperial-
i to the shambles under false pretences, voted against
seription almost to 2 man! The present writer knows of only
j¢ man in his company who voted for conscription——and that
as himself. His excuse, to-day, is his conscience and the
logicalness of his mind—he was firmly convinced of the justice

- of the Allies’ cause and determined to give his all for it. The
rest followed. Moreover, he was only 19 when he voted, and Was
fresh from school when he enlisted! He feels no shame for his
actions; on the contrary, he looks upon them now as 2 necessary
part of his edueation. But those who would have forced men
into the trenches, those who, in spite of the knowledge and
experience that were theirs, did not use that knowledge and that
experience and the opportunity that they had in order to mobil-
ise the masses of Australia not merely in opposition to conscrip-
tion but also in opposition 10 the war their masters had planned,
had neither eonscience 1or stra,ightforwardness. They engi-
neered the great petrayal—not only bY their support of the War
as well, by their preparation for it The split of 1916 had
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The Preparatory Conference ‘ff the le_uplc’g _

On Sunday, July 7, in the Magic-City Hall in Paris
session of the Commitiee for Unity r;f_ Action
(CUAA) wWas held in preparation for the del

July 14. é_ \
eparatory meeti %,. W

his was in the nature of 8 pr

y 4 p y

Aclegates from all the organisations comprisi _

;_-’,T:,,,f o orked out the basie points on which anti-Faseisy
O pich might be called 8 mininINE) PEOSE

ould agree 8
:};’ix};:- People’s Front

There WeEre 1,1_4:_’, d(f_l.(ggates’ and th’e dlf
re ;:w:;:'»’m,r:d 4t the meeting and its extremely
'uiig;;ti from the following summary of t
,wbirh the delegates WETE drawn ;—There wWere
o Bociakists, 22 Pelletanist Radicals, 13 Valols



ist Republicans, 159 from the C.G.T., 106 from .
( 23 thg united trade union,
ted from labor _ councils, 28 ex-servicemen,

15 from the youth, 102 delegates from the C,U.A 5

Whose organisations were unspecified, 94 from the Amsterdumr

Pz "'”‘“"’i"jd” from the League of the Rights of Man, 1)
Wﬁe Red Aid, 16 from the Against Anti-Semitism,

) from political and cultural organisations., There
- also—and this was a cause of gt:iat satisfaction—92 anti

.. was adopted with 7 abstentions, was

declared that they accept the reports presented
and formulate their watchwords on
the following terms:—

b leagues; against
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civil servants aﬂgh:he reduc-
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The Soviet Union and
the League of Nations

The League of Nations is in the fore-
front of discussion at the present time
when the question of concerted national
endeavor to preserve peace is ome of
immediate urgency,

Clatity on the role of the Soviet Union
inside the League and on the functions of
the League itself is essential if one is to
appreciate precisely what is meant by the
application of sanctions.

THIS EXTREMELY VALUAPBLE
BOOKLET IS NOW AVAILABLE
AT 1d. PER COPY,

When buying Peace or War? ask the
seller for this companion volume,

Prices for Bulk Orders on application to MODERN
PUBLISHERS, 191 Hay Street, Sydney.




