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ELEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS

Report on the Seventh World Congress of the
Communist 1 nternational
By L. SHARKEY

OMRADES,—Years after Marx and Engels issued the slogan
“Workers of All Lands, Unite,” Engels commented : “Few

indeed were there to respond to this slogan, when it was issued

in the ‘Communist Manifesto’ of 1848."
:  We, who were privileged to attend the Seventh World Con-
gress of the Comintern, were enabled to see the realisation of this
great slogan in life. There was assembled the living embodi-
ment of proletarian internationalism, the representatives of the
of no less than 76 countries, of all continents, united.
i rty, our great Communist Interna-
atives of the liberated pro-
letariat of the Sovie i i epresentatives of the
working class of the im ist “ " countries, of the 0pP=
pressed colonial countries, with the deathless fighters of the
Chinese revolution and the Chinese Soviets, with the heroic
fighters from the lands of Fascist horrors. Many were the ac-
counts of supreme heroism, of unselfish sacrifice, of unparalleled

stubbornness in the class struggle.

The Seventh World Congress demonstrated the growi
world unity of the proletariat, the unity in both theory and prac-
tice, the unity in struggle, the unity based on the great teach-
ings of Marx and Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the theoretical and
01'ganisational unity achi d by the Communist Internations
which binds together in on g hundreds of millions
of toilers from all parts of the globe. 1s but wit
us to-day he would be able to amend his declaration of S
Day, 1890, to the effect that the pr iat Europe
America are united against o
that the proletariat of the wh
are marching towards ever-gre A destroying
mighty blows all obstacles placed in the wav by the bour
and their reformist agents who operate within the ranks
workers’ own organisations. ]

The Seventh Congress demonstrated the growing Mg
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the Communist International. Seventeen new Parties placed ap-
plications before Congress for affiliation to the Comintern.

The figures of membership were approximately, at the time
of the Sixth World Congress, three and a half millions, and at
the Seventh Congress more than seven millions, and this despite
the fiendish terror waged by Fascism against our Parties in
many countries, and the great increase in the number of illegal
Communist Parties since the Sixth World Congress. Perhaps
even more striking was the proof of the immense growth of the
influence of the International, of all of the Parties, and particu-
larly in such countries as France, Austria, Spain, China and
others. The Austrian Party, a small organisation confronted by
a tremendous Social Democratic Party, since the February insur-
rection, has become the leader of the Austrian working class,
whilst the Spanish Party which at the time of the overthrow of
the Rivera dictatorship was a small sectarian Party  of 800
members, is now a Party with 19,000 memhers at the time of
the Congress, with a tremendous influence and experience of
struggle. -

We come to the Chinese Communist Party. At the Thirteenth
Plenum Wan Min mentioned that there were 250,000 Red Army
soldiers despite the fearful conditions that exist in Kuomintang
China, Since Wan Min made his report at the Thirteenth Plenum,
Soviet territory has been doubled and the regular soldiers of the
Red Army have been increased to half-a-million, with the sup-
port of one and a half million partisans. There are tremendous
historical victories being won by the Chinese Communist Party.

The German delegates gave reports not only of the heroism
of the German comrades, but claimed that the German Com-
munist Party was distributing more printed literature among
the working class than when it was a legal Party.

The growth of Communism cannot be more clearly shown
than in the theoretical unity displayed at the Congress. The
opportunists who attempted to drag the International back to
Menshevism and Social-Democracy have heen routed. The
understanding by the Parties of Marxism-Leninism has grown,
thus steeling the membership against the deviators and bring-
ing ideological unity. A profound unity was thus the feature of
the Seventh World Congress, showing that serious steps have
been taken towards Lenin’s objective of building a “monolithic
world Party,” a Party of a new type.

Congress noted the strengthening of the Soviet Union and
its ever-growing role in revolutionising the masses throughout
the world.

All of these facts destroy the legends eirculated that the
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revolutio_nary will of the workers is weakening, to the effect that
the Comintern was collapsing and such-like rubbish, purveyed
by renegades and circulated in the bourgeois and reformist press.
. If our Congress can only achieve one small part of the burn-
mg enthusiasm of the Seventh World Congress, if comrades
could have but witnessed the amazing receptions to Comrades
Stalin, Dimitrov and other of our leaders, and demonstrations
at the mention of the name of Thaelmann, we will indeed leave
here with renewed enthusiasm for the accomplishment of the
tasks that confront us.

The Congress was faced with the task of giving an answer
to the pressing problems dictated by the whole international
situation. You know that the Thirteenth Plenum declared that
the world was closely approaching a new round of revolutions
and wars. The Seventh Congress was faced with the approach
of war and the victory of Fascism in a number of countries,
together with the growth of Fascist methods in all capitalist
countries. The antagonisms between the imperialist powers are
sharpening. Congress noted the various imperialist antagon-
isms, between France and Germany, Italy and Britain, U.S.A.
and Japan, and many others. Overshadowing all of these im-
perialist antagonisms is the main, inner imperialist antagonism,
that between British and United States imperialism, whose in-
terests are in conflict in every part of the globe.

The fundamental antagonism in world polities to-day is,
however, the clash between two social systems, the antagonism
of the capitalist States to the Soviet Union.

Capitalism, engaged in terrific economic warfare, struggling
for markets, unable to solve the economic problems confronting
it, emerging from the greatest economic erisis in its history,
not to a boom period, not to a restoration of pre-erisis levels,
but considered on a world scale, to a period of prolonged de-
pression, which eventually, sooner or later, will culmir{ate in
another gigantic crisis, faced with the growing revolutionisation
of the working class and revolt of its colonies, seeks a way out
of its difficulties through war and Fascism. It is prepared to
resort to the mediaeval barbarism of Fascism and the slaughter
of millions in new wars in an endeavor to prolong the life of
a doomed system of exploitation.

To the Seventh World Congress, therefore, was presented
the problem of finding the correct methods whereby the workers
can struggle successfully against war and Fascism. _Thp key
to the situation, Congress determined, lay in the application of
the tactics of the united front. Some comrades think that t.u
speak of the united front is to talk platitudes. It is not. It is
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uisite to victory. The temporary victory of Fasci.sm
i::l :}grmrm:gy became possible because of the split in tl_le working
class, caused by Social Democracy. This shows the importance
of healing the breach in the workers’ ranks.

On the other hand, the Congress had before it the French
experiences. These showed the possibility of a broader appli-
cation, which becomes possible also because of the turn of the
broad masses of the working class towards the united front
with the Communists.

The workers themselves learned lessons from Germany,
which revealed to them the class nature of Fascism which, in
Dimitrov’s words, is bestial chauvinism and bourgeois violence
against the workers and peasants, against all toilers and sec-
tions of the intellectuals; it is the dictatorship of the most reac-
tionary groups of finance capital. Dimitrov’s definition scotches
several theories to the effect that Fascism in Germany repre-
sented petty-bourgeois or lumpen-proletarian dictatorship. The
effect of the German events was shown in Spain, Austria, and
the forcing of the French Socialists, by mass pressure from
below, to enter into a united front with the Communists.

The possibility of a broader application of the united front
tactics arises also from the situation within the labor movement.

Since the Sixth World Congress international reformism has
sustained terrible blows. Its leading sections, German and Aus-
trian Social-Democracy, have been destroyed, revealing the
bankruptey of reformist policy to large strata of the workers.

The Second International experiences a crisis.

I think, comrades, although we cannot say that it exists on
the same level as in Europe, that there are signs of disintegra-
tion and crisis in the ranks of the Lahbor Party in Australia.
Further than this, there are many factors influencing the Aus-
tralian working class and making it possible for us to launch
out for a broader application of the united front tactics. As
Dimitrov said in his speech, we are not going to stand on the
bank and watch the stream flowing by, but we are going to
jump into the stream and swim. Things that seemed impos-
sible to us years ago, to-day, because of the changed situation,
have now hecome quite possible.

However, the Congress, in the words of leading speakers,
due to all these factors, declared we are nearing the end of the
reformist domination of the labor movement. When I heard
those words pronounced I can tell you it raised my enthusiasm.
I think, comrades, with these words in our minds, and when
we think of the situation here in Australia and think of fhe
numbers of victories referred to by Comrade Miles that al-

o i e
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ready we have been able to achieve in the working-class move-
ment, the large vote for Comrade Orr, etc., then we can say
this signals also the end of the reformist domination of the
labor movement in Australia. These are the swallows that
herald the approach of spring.

The united front of action, showing that the proletariat is
capable of struggling against monopoly capital, which oppresses
the non-proletarian strata, wins their sympathy and opens the
way to the People’s Front of struggle against Fascism and war.

This is the broad general line of the Comintern as visualised
by the World Congress.

Tendencies exist in the minds of some comrades towards
contrasting decisions of the Sixth World Congress with those of
the Seventh. and to adopt a view that the Sixth Congress decis-
ions were “wrong.” Such tendencies must be resisted. Com-
rades who tend towards such views, it seems to me, have failed
to note the changes in the situation, the differences in that,
at the Sixth Congress, we were on the eve of the world
economic crisis, in a period when reformism was the pacemaker
for Fascism, preventing and strangling strikes, and assisting
Hitler in Germany by its “lesser evil” theories. They fail
to note the change in the correlation of forces between reform-
ism and revolution in the intervening period and the defeat of
German and Austrian Social-Democracy, the strengthening of
the forces of revolution everywhere, and the turn of the masses
to the united front. These factors, together with the advance
to Fascism and war, lead to an elaboration of our united front
tactics and open new possibilities before us. This by no means
denies the fact that many mistakes were made by the Parties
In applying the tactics of the Sixth Congress, and that subse-
quent experience has discovered new forms for the broadening
of united front work.

In the united front struggle, there arises the demand for one
Party of the proletariat in each country, and from this, one
International. We, Communists, have always been for one
united Party of the proletariat. But it must be a revolutionary
party; class-collaboration with the bourgeoisie must be rejected.
In the course of the united front struggle and in connection with
the crisis of Social-Democracy, a differentiation in the leader-
ship of Social-Democracy appears. The beginnings of this dif-
ferentiation are noticeable in the A.L.P. We support the lefts.

So that is the main perspective, the main task for us, placed
by the Communist International; to secure the unity of the
masses in the fight for immediate demands, against Fascism and
war. We all agree that this perspective applies to Australia.
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We decisively reject the Kavanagh “theory” of “Exceptiona-
lism.” Fascism, Comrade Dimitrov said, is not the ordinary suc-
cession of bourgeois Governments, but is the substitution of one
form of the bourgeois dictatorship for another form.

An important method by which the ruling class establishes
Fascist dictatorship is by laws restricting democratic rights, the
press, organisation, and the right to strike. We, in Australia,
are faced with the possibility of illegality, of the Crimes Act, and
licensing, ete. Whilst the bourgeoisie has not yet succeeded in
establishing a mass Fascist organisation here, we must organise
united action against these measures of Fascisation. We are
also menaced by the war danger.

We know that we may be declared an unlawful associatiori—
we see the Crimes Act, the licensing of the seamen. Dimi-
trov dealt with the growth of Fascist measures of the bourgeois
State and how this led to Fascist dictatorship. It is our task
to struggle against all these measures ; for the preservation of
democratic rights.

If British imperialism goes to war, then the Australian hour-
geoisie will be drawn into the conflict—so we see that all the

‘things brought out in Dimitrov’s report apply to Australia just
as they do to any other country .

We must adopt certain tactics in view of the decisions of the
Seventh World Congress. The Congress must make decis.
1ons upon this. decisions upon our affiliation to the Labor Party.

Aﬂiha_.tmn to the Labor Party—we know that we have pro-
posed this be_fore; but we do not propose now to approach the
Labor Party In a mechanical way, that of merely sending a let-
ter and receiving a letter back, but we must organige in order to
have this aﬂilia_tion accepted; in a manner which T have at-

Egg}c};%elg to (;mtlme. V(;edmust see that the proposals are ac-
, , and are acc jori
tha Latiot By epted by the majority of the members of
~ We must not allow any Fascist reactionary candid i
into Parliament if it is possible for us, by any%eal:g:dt?)tinf:vgﬁ
it. _If we have _to elect a reformist, even a member of a bour-
A democratic party, we must do it to keep a reactionary
Fascist out of Parliament, because the Fascists,, with  their
derr%agggy. .mailfle great} (1:1186 of positions in Parliament. - ;

0-day. In the social democratic parties th

there is a differentiation caused byp‘the tremgggggg lﬁrgzeo‘;%ﬂg
Wc)'rkers to st_rugglt; against capitalism, war and Fascism, and
this reflected itself in the ranks of the Social-Democratic Ieéders.

This is why we were able to broaden our conception of the
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united front—and those leaders who are moving to the left, we
must assist them to become the dominant forces within the social-
democratic parties. In this way we work towards the united
front, towards a united party of the proletariat in each country,
towards one united international.

In regard to one party. This does not mean to say that we
are going out to-morrow morning to bring Mr. Lang and Scullin
into the Communist Party, but at the same time, the question is
raised by workers coming to us and asking us what we think of
one party. We explain, certainly, the Communists have always
been in favor of one party, but there is a split in the ranks of the
working class, and this has been caused by the class collaboration-
ist policy of the leaders of reformism, and to have one party it
must be based on revolutionary principles, on working-class prin-
ciples.

That is what we have to achieve in the future. As Comrade
Dimitrov said in his report to the Seventh Congress that, to-day,
in the questicn of winning over the working class, we have not
to think of it in the manner that we thought of it previously, i.e.,
we have worked in the Labor Party before, and after about six
months we have won over 20 comrades, and we thought we had
done a good job. The position, as placed before us by Dimitrov,
was not to win over 20 or even a hundred, but we had to win over
tens of thousands, millions of the proletariat.

We must think of the mass here in N.S.W. who still vote for
the Labor Party—how are we going to approach them and get
in contact with them ?

Dimitrov devoted an excellent section of his report to the
question of tactics where a reformist government is in power.
He spoke of the Scandinavian countries. It is true he did
not mention Australia, but T think that the comrades will agree
that what he had to say about the Scandinavian countries ap-
plies equally to us in those States where A.L.P. govemmgnts
hold office. He proposed that we take up the points outlined
in their election programmes, popularised amongst the masses
in the election period, and bring forward proposals for the
united front on the questions contained in the election pro-
posals. ;

The possibilities for this existed in Queensland, as well as
Tasmania and Western Australia. The comrades have been
advised to, and yet they have done very little. We must get on
with this job and work out a united front programme. Some
comrades in Brisbane replied that the Forgan Smith Government
did not have a programme, and the comrades thought that that
had finished the matter and it was not necessary to find out what
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‘the masses expected from the Forgan Smith Government. How -
‘ever, I think we can convince them of their error.

The Seventh World Congress, comrades, declared that we
- must be successful in building the united front, which wil
mobilise hundreds of thousands of toilers against the outbreak
of war and Fascism. Dimitrov brought forward an important
point. Comrades imagine because we are going to approach
the Labor Party in a somewhat different way that the role of
the Communist Party becomes less. This is incorrect. Actually,
as the days go by, as war and Fascism become more menacing,
the tasks placed on the revolutionary leadership of the working
c{ass become greater. Dimitrov said that in order to achieve
victory over Fascism, a strong revolutionary party was neces-
sary; not only a strong revolutionary party—he said it must be
a party that was prepared to take action, a party that was
prepared to take really decisive action.

When we look at the Party at the moment—even with the
successes we have achieved in recent times—we must say that
Wwe require a rapid growth of the Party if we are to achieve the
tasks set us. Are the 3000 members sufficient? Are they suffi-
cient for the tasks that we visualise in the light of the decisions
of the Seventh World Congress? This is not nearly sufficient.

Our brother ,P:g,rty in Canada was able to state that there had
been an increase in the membership in the previous six to nine
months of 2600 members. The American Party in the last year
b increased thq membership by eleven to twelve thousand (prac-

tically one-third of the membership was gained in the last year).
i The British Party has got over 3000 new members. Our growth
3

is decidedly slow by comparisaon,
~ On the minefields, where our influence i i
; » W 8 great, the Farty is
?otkg'rowmg nearly rapidly enough, If Wwe are goir;g to fulﬁI);he
asks set us by the ‘Seventh Congress, we must increase our
$§$léegsh1pidmﬁl_e it, treble it. We cannot bring forward any-

gures on this question th i i
L q at will compare with the figures
There were other reports given besides Dimi 5
; imitrov’s.
was the report of Manuilsky, which showed us the final and
irrevocable victory of Socialism—the comparison he made
?}t:;wtviﬁn the Socw.lhst system and the capitalist system showed
ere was only one way out of th isis. i
to dEe;al in detail with the report. R have | g
rcoli raised many important questions—wh.
: 1 g —what we h

g%) ;r]; defence of the Soviet Union. We read in the prézs raé;r)grft:g
€ Increasing provocation of } i iali inst
il s Japanese imperialism against
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The Seventh World Congress, in the words of Ercoli, made
more concrete the proposals for the defence of the Soviel Union
than the Sixth Congress. The Communists must organise the
soldiers of the imygerialist armies to desert to the Red Army and
to ensure the victory of the Red Army.

We all know of the fight of the Soviet Union for peace. Ercoli
dealt with a number of questions which included the pacts con-
cluded by the Soviet Union with outside countries. He dealt
with the pact between France and the Soviet Union and Czecho-
slovakia and the Soviet Union, and that such paects, so long as
they did not infringe the basis of Soviet power, were in the
interests of the proletariat. He also showed the diﬂ’er?nce in
the policies of the proletariat where it is still struggling for
power and where it is already victorious. 3

I want to emphasise also one of the questions brought up in
the struggle against war and Fascism, and that is the qpestl_on
of the youth. America and Britain were able to report victories
in the struggle for the youth. We did little indeed. Wur_k
amongst the women is another sore point with us. Anti-
militarist work also.

On popularising of the decisions of the Seventh World
Congress: I am of the opinion that the masses of Party mem-
bers do not yet realise the importance of the Seventh Congress,
or we would have a greater distribution of the literature of the
Seventh Congress. Dimitrov’s speech—how many did we pub-
lish? Two thousand! I think we should have published no less
than 50,000 and had them placed in the hands of the working
class. Even now it is not too late for the Party r'nembers tp get
busy. Here we have one of the best weapons possible to assist us
in winning over Labor Party workers.

The Seventh World Congress affirmed its adherence to the
principles of proletarian internationalism, and, in the words of
Manuilsky, when reporting for the C.P.8.U., thq Seventh Con-
gress also pledged itself to the last drop of blood in the fight for
proletarian internationalism, for the great invincible banner

of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin.
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Report on the Struggle for the United Front,
e Against War and Fascism

By J. B. MILES

THE Tenth Congress. our last Congress, took place in 1931 in
the depths of the crisis in the capitalist world, while in the
Socmhst world the workers and farmers were heroically carry-
ing out the tasks of the Five-Year Plan. Then life itself had
shattered the social-democratic theories about capitalism. You
remember in the prosperous years Australia sent Labor dele-
gatl'gnls: to Ame;‘l(:ﬁ. The Stheories of the orgamised growth of
capitalism peacefully into Socialism w i imina .
e wgrkers, ere bemg eliminated from

In the period since, the success of the Five-Year Plan and
the advancement under the second Plan—the vietory of Social-
lsm—has made the Soviet Union a mighty world power.

During the period capitalism passed through hases
crisis info the “peculiar” depression, imperiaﬁistpantgsgt;)lfistnl;g
h_ave developed to much more dangerous levels, and the ques-
t101_1 of war has sharpened acutely. The general crisis of capi-
talism has become accentuated. There has been a g-:rowth of
Fascism, Intense preparation for imperialist war, for a war of
intervention, _th.e.class struggle has become more intense, hence
the characterisation of the present as the eve of wars and revo-
lutions. We must regard all this is a sharper way than we did

. : : S
?,ee;)li;}l’; g?gé?n_f’lenum, in the light of the decisions of the Thir-

The social-democratic ideas, about capitali
5 l-de tic. i pitalism, about t -
f;l}?lltlﬁy oft bulldlmg Sfociillsm, were defeated not only by 112'2 pl?it«
e struggles o e Communist Parti i ¥
C.P.8.U., and its leader, Stalin. Lk g

We had a right wing within this Part they wi
not merely becp.use Australia showed all t}{é syn}(ptofrll.: ;]fe iﬁ:gg
but by those in the Party who were learning to become Bol.
sheviks, who were learning how to teach Marxism-Leninism. If
we drove the right wing out of the Party it was not on]y‘be-
cause of the Five-Year Plan and the crisis of capitalism; it was

because we defeated them politically b .
supporters. & v before the Party and its

Although there is no longer a right wing, the right danger
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is not completely eliminated and will always demand our vigi-
lance so long as capitalism exists. But we can build a Marxist-
Leninist Party in the struggle against the “left” and the right.

The Communist Parties, it is recorded by the Seventh World
Congress, have become strengthened. We can claim, while
recognising all defects, that this includes ourselves. In con-
nection with this we should bear in mind what Comrade Shar-
key had to say about whether or not we are coming to the con-
clusion that the Sixth Congress was wrong, whether or not
we were wrong in the past.

Despite mistakes in this country our influence grew and,
though too slowly, so did our Party.

In West Australia in 1931 the Party was in a very sorry
condition. We were able to send a comrade there, and since
then there has been a real growth, a District Committee has
come into existence, and there is a Party paper. ;

In North Queensland in 1933 we were able to set up a Dis-
trict Committee, to organise a new District, whose growth in
membership and in some other directions, if it had been re-
peated throughout the Party, has been such that Comrade
Sharkey would not need to express quite such serious thoughts
about the slow recruiting.

In Victoria the Party has become much stronger. In 1932
some of the Victorian comrades, particularly the leftists,
thought that, because we could not meet with similar success in
+his State in elections against the reformists, that they must be
superior to the Party in New South Wales. We said t!’nen that
the struggle between the Communists and the refur_mzsts here
is due to the struggle of the Communist Party and its growth,
that their position was due to the fact ‘tha.t they were not yet
seriously challenging the reformists. Since then the growth of
the Party has brought about this challenglng of the _reformlsts
in Victoria and a similar reaction on their part, as in N.S.W.,

split the workers. :

0 I!L District 1 the growth is relatively very substantial, many
Section Committees to-day are more than the equals of the Dis-
trict Committee of 1931. In District 2 the Party grows, al-
though there is an exceptionally serious cadres probl_em.

In District 3 one might put it this way, that in spite of the
very pronounced weaknesses there the Party has not been rin‘e-
vented from growing, has not even prevented trade union lea-

3 entering the Party.
derblrfr’?.mwell, ik (gDa.rwin) has grown so as to be able to send

rates to this Congress. i
deleﬁﬁ?e; is the outstganding problem so far as the Party D;ls-
tricts are concerned. We will have to make a search into the
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and the possibilities in District 5. We should hay.
srful group of Communists there when comparing the St
ation to Western Australia. -
Tasmania. Well, comrades, it is really a difficult case. 1
a long way, and in attending to those places which are mor
immediately important we have only twice been able to sen
;Iilggnfhthim  We \Killhha:e é:o si;end someone there to gcf b

e barrier which stands r

waré(ers o Al etween the Party and th
Comrades, the further advance of our Party—-t essar
rapid growth—and success in the struggles ofythehfng::i(?: : : i:-‘
pends on our ability to take up the tasks in the struggle aé‘éhm
the capitalist offensive, for better conditions for the masse-
the struggle for peace and defence of democratic rights. i

The menace of war is real and immediate. Because of th:

accentuation of the class struggl
entuatic 2 gle, because the profits .
capitalists are lower, because therzz are bankrﬂptI::ies, qbeocfal.}::

despite the improvement in some countries, foreign trade con-

tinues to decline, and because i

{ ) of the drive that th italists
make in preparation for war, to increase profits byeseciaz!l']rllta“ht'
plundering foreign countries. e

Time does not permit an ' i
. _any attempt to enter int 1
;}Iﬁafg%ﬂliz “51;1111)1;5? of pclgss.lgalgz conflict. There is tl?edsxfg;ida-.a'?g:'
: ween Britain and the United Stat ]
11.1111; lizjgamst each other everywhere. In China, 3!}?2;'(; hfgrp;:gmii
situaltlg war ;Imd preparing to attack the Soviet Union The
i ;(;ge ;gonog}%hgf;:ma,. tgmetﬁe?rming of Germany wi-th the
¢ B ascisls that they intend t i
ies, to extend to the East, the attemp{ to form oa;egi}:ril-gg\lggt—

bloc, the leading rol e
~am e g role of Britain in the effort to form this anti-

The resolution that we have prepared i

defines s -
;iiiiihﬁkiy has g.lso ppken about this so T t}fi‘iimfnxl;illcgﬁ-
sy Sia 'y;i)u follow his advice by studying Dimitrov, realis-
e ttgntl‘ cance of the quotations in the resolution and
coﬁseig a efn ion to what he said. It is necessary to be fully
it .oui_o tthi? fact that war and Fascism are twins, that the
Gornany, wisct: 1o aior o Fo™ i ""“;gre"c“l“l"
the most reactionary type of Fs“:scisﬁ.the ﬁgventh i E

~ We have to improve our ability to shoy

it will mean to them here should gscihtihgew&it)}ift:z:]i(em ;v ol
When we are speaking in defence of democratic ri h?:‘:p u];er.
we are showing the workers that Fascism is a menagc i ‘Z\ o
tralia, explain to them what real Fascism means. At itahlclal sarlfe-
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time exposing the responsibility of the reformists for the Fas-
cist victories.

We combat the idea that Fascism is impossible owing to
British or Australian traditions, although we can utilise many
of these traditions in defence of democratic rights.

There are evidences here of Fascist demagogy in the way
that attacks are made on Parliament. We do not admire Par-
liament but between Fascism and Parliament we will defend
Parliament. In connection with the dismissal of Lang, then
we had not learnt to distinguish between our opposition to re-
formism and defence of democratic rights.

The Fascists also speak against finance capital. While we
have quite correctly made approaches to the Douglas Credit
followers, in the ideology of these people there are links with
Fascism, especially the leaders. In Germany, the propaganda
against chain stores and some alleged action against chain
stores has been evident. I have noted talk against chain stores
and 2 number of letters in the daily press even in this country.

Peace Policy of U.S.S.R.

For the struggle against war and Fascism it is very essen-
tial that our Party familiarise itself with the peace policy of
the Soviet Union, and that each one of us should become capable
of carrying the peace policy of the Soviet Union to the masses.
We can show to the masses that Socialism means peace, this 18
the basis of the peace policy of the Soviet Union, we can point
to the coolness in the face of provocation of this_proletarlan
power. We can explain that this is not cagitulat_mn because
of any weakness, we can show that side by §,1de with this cool
vefusal to be provoked, there ig a preparation for defence of
the workers’ fatherland. The U.S.S.R. has become a rl'llght.\,r
power; the Red Army is a real army, an army WhlE:h w;ll give a
shock to any bourgeois armies which are sent against it.

The peace policy of the Soviet Union is strengthened by the
fact that it has tremendous support throughout the capltallst
world. This emphasises for us the necessity for defending the
spearhead of the world revolution. i ;
- The Soviet Union carries out the teachings of Lenin, taking
advantage of the contradiction between the sections Iof thi
bourgeoisie. An outstanding act in this connection is tha
brought about by the fact that the rearmament of Germany,
the evident intention of Germany to make war, caused France
to turn her eyes to the Soviet Union, and because of fche menacc;

of German Fascism, in the interest of peace, m.'Lhe interests n(t)
defending the land of Socialism, the Soviet Union entered into
an understanding with France for defence against an aggressor.
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rade Stalin says, “The revolutionary character of the national
movement under circumstances of imperialist oppression does
not obligatorily presuppose that there are proletarion elements
in the movement, and that there is a revolutionary or republican
programme, that the movement has a democratic basis.”

So that it may be a most backward country, so long as it is a
struggle against imperialist aggression it is an ‘obligation of
those who claim to be anti-imperialist that they oppose fthe
aggressor. ~ We must take an active position against
iq\pié_rialisrn‘, against the chief aggressors of  war, but
guard " against being caught in an imperialist war by
misleading slogans. Neutrality for us is impossible. May-
Be sometimes if one explains more clearly what one means by
neutrality we might agree. Even the use of the word boycott
is most dangerous. What do they mean when they say to boy-

cott both Abyssinia and Ttaly? Whatever the intention, Fascist
Ttaly is assisted. We stand for positive action against Ttaly,
positive assistance for Abyssinia. i i

Let us consider some possible cases. If hoth sides are im-
perialist, for example, South America, if there should be an ouf-
break hetween two imperialist rivals, what would neutrality
mean in the strict meaning of the word? It would mean sit back
and allow the situation to develop into world war. We: would
have to take up a positive position, a position to give assistance
to our comrades within each of the imperialist countries . who
are following the Leninist line of turning imperialist war into
civil war and for the revolution. Of course, we are neutral as to
who winsg between two imperialisms under which we do not live.
If we are involved in imperialist war we are for the defeat of our

own direct oppressors, to facilitate the seizure of power. If the
war is a war of colonial plunder then we must take a position of
opposition to the plunderers, for victory for the attacked and de-
feat for the aggressor. If the war is a war of 1nj:erve;nt10nl,' then,
comrades, our duty is most positive action against imperialism,
the most positive assistance to the land of Socialism. To show
that here again there is also a difference: In an imperialist war
what is our proposal as far as the army 18 concerned ? To fratern-
ise, to stop the war, to turn upon the real enemy. In the case
of an imperialist intervention we will not stop at fraternisation,
we will encourage the soldiers to join the Red Army, to use their
weapons in the opposite direction- tg that when they first entered

the war.

With reference to Aﬁstralian war pre:parations,.there is a
gection in the resolution but I have not time to go into details




C——

4 Febl‘ual‘yl 1938

for war. There aye

dong time has sound.n
alert and carrv'ilri:-' i
b grew. When the v,
nt, :.: the situation i
in to come out wi
‘been talking ab‘gll:1} the
vity. Even before 1]
he Labor Party v
luence and the m:
As the line of t
¥ the Commun
Labor Party began
. Independent positio
till more treme
s Case against W

8 to the effect th:
mity is possible f
mmunists, the o
ould come togethe:
‘We met with som:
e, because we hav
8 the Seventh Con
Communist Part;
e showed thal
opposition to im-

There
not so strong as
of the Federal
‘the possibility
ue the confusion
line of the Anti-
essful. A study
ommunists really
nfluence, to plan and
 substantial results;
l, rather surprising

Lo

February, 1936 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 17

people will support us, they will support us because of our evident
strength, because of the gtrength of our case, and because they
are not definitely prepared to sell out, they are wondering which
way the stream is going to flow in the future. I happened to be
over there, although not as a delegate, and I have heard some-
thing since about one who was a delegate.

At our last C.C. meeting one of the difficulties in relation to
this question of where the reformists are going and the deter-
mination of our tactics about the process of differentiation arose
in regard to a local leader of a union. Some distriet comrades
argued that we had rather overestimated the possibilities of co-
operation with this worker, but later when I attended the Dis-
trict Conference, not myself or anyone who was in Victoria at
the time, but one of the leading Communists of the district told
the story of this worker over in Victoria. He supported the
fraction. Why? Because of the influence of the Party and the
seeking for some possibility of diseussing and working with
him.
At the same time, comrades, in connection with “Labor’s
(Case” we had to call for the sharpening of the struggle against
the policy of “defence of Australia.”” In Victoria where the
struggle was centred for the time being, there was not sufficient
propaganda against the Labor Party’s line of defence of Aus-
iralia. We are not absolutely in all circumstances opposed to
the defence of Australia, but to put in the programme defence of
Australia, necessarily means being committed to defence of
capitalist Australia in any war.

We can say to the Labor Party leaders, if you really want to
defend the people of Australia, we are with you in this sense,
let us get together, to defend the working class. Let us put it
to the reformists; you talk about believing in defence of Aus-
tralia, well, instead of voting credits for the defence of Capital-
ist Australia, when you are the government, what about arming
the working class? ;

These questions have to be considered by us on the basis of
class against class. What is the class position. What particu-
lar line is in the interests of the class? Just as we examine the
situation as to what kind of a war is it in some other country,
so we must examine this question here. Defence of Australia
is played upon by the reformists to mislead the workers an
mobilise them behind a policy that is in the interests of the
Australian imperialists. If a world war broke out, dei:fence_ of
Australia will again be used. Already the propaganda is being
carried on by the reformists. ! ]

In connection with the problem of sanctions. There have
been some weaknesses. These emphasise the necessity for
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able to.regain control of the labor movement, because of the
economic and political developments. The Comintern saw that
the Cqmmunists were not winning mass support, were not grow-
ing with sufficient rapidity as early as 1921 and the question of
the united front was taken up sharply.

A If the united front, as has been suggested by one comrade, i8
just the struggle against gectarianism and congequently goes
right away back to Engels, why does the word appear with such
gharpness‘! Why is it brought forward as a slogan? Sectarian-
ism appears in more ways than one. Bven a single party of the
workers could make mistakes, sectarian errors, SO far as the
masses are concerned. If we have any lessons to learn before
the period of 1914 up to the formation of the Comintern about
the united front, it is its correct application, although the term
was not used by the Rolsheviks. We have to study the history
of the Bolshevik Party and not to try and confuse the fact that
Engels was an outstanding opponent of sectarianism with the
question of the united front in the present period. It became
necessary to develop the united front tactic to overcome our iso-
lation, to win the workers for struggle and away 1

~ control. It became necessary to carry on a continuous struggle

against the errors within the ranks of the Communist Party,;
against sectarianism which prevented the united front from
being welded and further developed. Doctrinairism had to be
broken down. We had to learn to become flexible, to see new
developments, to see the possibility for unity with those who
disagreed with us on principle. We have learned that all too
slowly, but we are learning it. In recent years we have ha

some experiences that have, as it were, dealt such a shock that
there has been a further shedding of sectarianism. There has
been a greater willingness to see, to take in, and to learn the
lessons, the lessons of the defeats in Germany, in Austria, Spain
and also the lessons of the united front development in France,
1o see that united struggle and only united front struggle can
jgolate treacherous reformists and drive the Fascists back.

Support for Unity ;

In order that we will be able not only to overcome sectarian-
ism but to deveiop a united front with the rapidity that the
situation demands and with the rapidity that in the opinion of
the Comintern is possible, and that we here tl_xink is possible, we
must study the question of differentiati in the refopm_nst
movement. There are two camps to be found here; differentiation
does exist. To understand its basis, the most impog_tant thing 18
that the ideological basis of the programme and tactics of re_form-
ism has collapsed. Under the weight of the economic crisis, the
influence of the victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union, the les-




pmtm:s-f REVIEW

the terrors of Fascism, the outlook of the muass

They are beginning to realise that the wo.
ne_ﬂ%a ty. The world struggle on behalf ofehv;:;w‘ \‘»-.
etrate | into Australia and was taken up, that was an e

r ] leaders who unite with us on sti

: localities we have united front successe?me o

~ Here I want to refer to the need for us to

: ' e s s A P 4 Stud’ (€ &l
more the experiences of 1917. Spain and Austria inzg]'“;;'.‘ [

and will not be able to accomplish what th i

Al Gl Sl R e Bolsheviks did
:ggw%o Bgmstimﬂywhyzt was that the ]3ols]maviksl h\.n;:
b mwélrybn a cert; n situation to smash the bourgeo
i Why could it not be done in Austria in Spa
: [ uation comes for us, whatever modiﬁcalinhl

hag, it will come as & revolutionary o
(Apglﬂﬂge;) ﬁm merme_ btit the Bolshevik experien
omrades; With s as elsew
dea;?%ﬂs %gs,ag e{swhere, the united front mak
reritle . themmw It 15t who oppose unity. They cu
~consciousness of the ‘ards umity. This change in tl
St e ﬂ;ﬁﬂ}'ﬁ&:?j‘eﬁ,p(}mibilities for u
the posebiliE o o we must take the fullest advantage
formists, we must increase gﬁﬁ?ﬂ'“’t@d front among the
to oppose the united front, -i'? tﬁm e
theﬁ”? tﬁ'dﬁ:ag o same time we must sharp:
s N0 i AT S 2 %
aamiples wz&g%&g&“" ition that in electioneering, for
abaut Lyons, iy Sttt e Aol you say somethin
fire was nsarhy don't you say something about Stevens *” Th
blows st those WhicEte tiket L 08y while directin.
we have said befo - opposed to unity, let us remember wh:
is not answered lfye' _‘g‘l;};g question of how. And Certai;’al}\‘ how
appear to the mass of worker, &;;'i::]m i v
a,ndAfm‘l'rlmgv‘;1 to di:'ect our criti m‘,‘mwmwmfoc;hi llabor moyement
ord or tw e . pita. ism.
understanding of tﬁe?;iﬁdsm' ‘questions conneg:led with the
tion for the Congres front. In the course of the prepara-
What is the united # have come across some diffic Iljé'epf '
talking about, I do net fl.'ﬂllt? Iﬁwﬂ understand Whm.; leh.' re
two unions is’ fi mdo mmd'm’n h if commo ti B e
fa timong i yats 80 ne R nitoa e ™ n action hetweel
zoxy hyosd ront of proletariang mﬂ) mm claescan speak of the
fhe People’s Front, but as  united front. Unless w. e
nt thet:bhe ConunaRERRREINS o unders an
3 A e 1

the only countries that will be faced with a favorable situa o

February, 19

ng. Thm;n see that the split led to the Fascist vic(,, .

, international unity in action. There

has, it will come as a revolutionary crisis. We want to have 10

SR

February, 1936 THE COMMUNIST REVIEW Page 21

80 many years, to be basically and essentially, united action
carried out by Communist and reformists, the united action of
the working class, then we will make mistakes. We cannot have
it said that the united front and the People’s Front are just a
matter of termg and that has been said in the districts in the
course of developing the discussion for this congress.

This is important for more reasons than one. First of all
because the proletarian united front must be the backbone of the
broader front. When the other sections in society who suffer
under capitalism see the strength of the working class, then
there will be less likelihood of them going back and forwards.
When their problems bring them to the working class, when we
attract them by defending their needs and they sense the
strength based on unity between the Communists and the re-
formists, they will be more likely to adhere firmly to the broad-
er front, the People’s Front.

On the question of trade union unity in this country. Some
clarification is necessary. The trade union movement in Aus-
tralia is united in a certain sense. We have not got a red centre
and a reformist centre, so that the problem of trade union unity
is not like that in France, where the powerful reformist and red
trade union centres have been brought together. However, there
is not a complete absence of this problem here. We have the
problem of the P.W.I.U., a red union, small, but not insigniﬁ_cant.
We ned to be careful in choosing phrases about the trade unions;
we want amalgamation, common action Dy the unions. It we do
speak of trade union unity, and sometimes it would be all right
to use that phrase, let us be clear that we do not mean the same

thing as the international struggle for trade union unity between
the R.IL.U. and LF.T.U. and trade union unity in France. We are
confronted with the problem of playing our part here to bring
about international trade union unity.
Unity for Immediate Demands

If were are going to develop the united front it must have a
definite content. What must the content be? The m}medmte
political and economic demands in defence of the working class

and of all toilers.

The trade union discussion will deal very concretely with
thig. I think that we have many lessons to learn from our own
experiences as well as the international experiences, to be able
to get really down to those slogans that do arise out of the vital
needs of the masses. It was not just good orgamsa.tmnal work
that resulted in the success of the united front qandldate on the
South Coast of New Qouth Wales. It was the vital needs of the
unemployed, the miners and mechz_mlsatmn. an_d_ some v]tal
needs of the people as citizens, since it was a municipal election.
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When we plan carefully, go to the masses, avoid sectarianisi,

and organise, we get results. (o0 e
One of the lessons we have to learn, as far as fractions are

concerned, is that we cease to regard them as odd man jobs and
see that our fraction members in important non-party hodies

become real revolutionary politicians.
An unemployed paper, called “The Torch” ‘of recent date,
at can be done. It adds to the South Coast, the Won-

shows wh
thaggi and the mechanisation experiences, that the elements o0
eady appearing. Here we have 2

the People’s Front are alr
meeting in the interests of the unemployed around the question
of the rent allowance and other unemploved demands. Who
attended that meeting? The AP representatives from the
Parents and Citizens’ Association, a member of the Communist
Party, another member of the ALP., the unemployed, Douglas
Credit, the Deputy Mayor of Bexley, the Mayor of Hurstville,
secretary of Chamber of Commerce, Mortdale; State Council of
Unemployed, Hurstville Baptist Church, and the RSSILA. A
committee was clected comprising A.L.L., U.AP., CP., the local
Chamber of Commerce, B2 IL.A., War Service Homes Pur-
chasers’ Association, Douglas Credit, and the unemployed and re-
Jief workers, efc. This was possible because their programme
arose out of the vital needs of the masses.
When we move
the trade union organisations {o secure endorsel

united front we need to learn better how to concretize the pro-
i we get a great many en-

posals. We launch a campaign and e
dorsements and then things seem to slow down. In all localities
the same demands may not be used, or if they are similar, they
need to be placed in a still more concrete form.
ith a formulation by Comrac !

report on weakness in prnpaganda and in organising the un_ltqd
struggle. We have dealt with this, but we have never put it 1
quite the same way. Pieck says: “There is still too much naked
i e in the organisation of real

been engaging in naked agitation
done the same against arbitration.
broken down Arbitration? Not

anisations and
ment for the

ade Pieck in his

against the AW.U.; we have

1t was good otuff. But have we At ]

at all. - We have been carrying on naked agitation proving the
bankruptey of the theories of reformism and the superiority ©

the theories of Leninism. Fomile,
How are we going to put the theory of Leninism into_prac-
tice? There must be more concrete work and initiative 1M the
organisation of struggle. Because of this tendency to naked agl-
tation, our comrades concentrate more upon the bankruptey,
futility, or treachery of reformism than on how to get unite
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solely on Party candidates. United front candidates might be-
long to no party (e.g. the South Coast). A very simple pro-
gramme could be accepted. Immediate trade union and unem-
ployed demands, defence of democratic rights and the struggle
against war.

There may be Fascist candidates. The Centre Party showed
its face on the last occasion in N.S.W. Here we will have to con-
sider who are the other candidates and the matter of trans-
ferring our prefereunces, above all to vote for the Labor Candi-
date. We will vote for some other candidate who supports bour-
geois democracy against the Fascist candidates.

About the Labor Party in office. In Tasmania the Party
does not grow, but the unemployed struggles do show the possi-
bilities of development of mass action for some of those things
which the Labor Government promised to the masses. In
Queensland and W.A. much remains to be done to organise
united demands that the Labor Governments carry out such
promises as are in the interests of the masses.

More and Better Work Among Youth and Women

About the youth. I remind you of what the Seventh World
Congress points out—that the Fascists were able to penetrate
the ranks of the youth. The hourgeoisie pay attention to the
youth here, and we are only beginning to be aple to develop the
practice of getting the members of the v.C.L. and the youth in
the Communist Party going into the existing youth organisa-
tions. The Sixth Congress of the Y.C.I. raised some mew per-
spectives about the future of the youth work. We have only
recently received the decisions.

In this district, in Victoria and in Newcastle, we are really
getting some fine types of young men and women into the
Teague and the Communist Party. The task then is to help to
develop the League. 1 would be the last to say that the C.C.
has done all that might be done, but I say again that if all the
leading Committees gave as much attention fo the League from
week to week, as the members of the C.C. give to the National
and District 1 Committees, that the League would develop far

more rapidly than it does.

In regard to women. Frankly, we must admit that of the

number of parties who have made Jittle or no progress we are
included. It is true that we have a paper and have s_uccegded to
maintain it, and the circulation and financial position 18 rela-
tively good. Just consider the problem of cadres of women.
There are a few more in the party than in 1931, but from the
point of view of leading women, the position does not differ
much from 1931. Here, I think, we are much at fault. We
must seriously set ont to try and bring about a change in this

L’

|
|
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there will be one whole process of rapid mobilisation of the Party
as a rqsult.

This complex situation and the rapid changes cause the Com-
munist International to sharply emphasise the need to get rid
of narrowness and doctrinairism towards guestions. The ranks

_of the Party were not completely free of a doctrinaire attitude

about mechanisation based upon some passages of Marx about
the progress and development of capitalism in the period of
rising capitalism and so the same conclusions were drawn for
the period of imperialism. Mechanisation does not mean pro-
gress, but the wiping out of whole communities and mass misery
and starvation. That is not progress. There was also evidence

of doctrinairism in connection with the Abyssinian situation.

In the struggle against war our main slogan is the peace
slogan. Our tactic is that of the united front and we must
hammer away at unity, unity, unity everywhere and all the
time—unity against capitalism, unity in action for whatever
may be in the immediate interests of the people.

While the main slogan in the struggle against war is the
peace slogan, the main slogan of the Communist International
‘and of the Communist Parties remains the struggle for power.
‘We are on the eve of a new round of wars and revolutions, the
conditions for bringing about the end of capitalism are matur-
ing. The premises for a revolutionary crisis are maturing on an
jnternational scale. At any moment we may be confronted with
the question of concretely preparing for power. So that is our
main slogan, the struggle for power. Propaganda for power and
for Socialism must be carried out, must be combined with slo-
gans that will mobilise the masses for struggle.

1 want to emphasise the content of the lengthy article by
myself that appeared in the “Weekly” in connection with the
Pre-Congress Discussion and what was said by Comrade Sl_larkey
about popularising the Seventh Congress. What he said was
emphasised for me by my Victorian experiences 1 preparation
for the Congress and from the point of view of the level every-

where. :
‘Although something has been done, it is very inadequate. Qur °
Party has developed in the struggle against opportunism.

we realise fully what this means and how, since 1930, the de-
cisions of the Comintern and our own Party have been popular-

jsed and carried throughout the Party, thus assisting our devel-

opment, then, you will take geriously the guestion of popular-
ising the decisions of the Seventh Congress and this congress In
the immediate future. To do g0 is to bring about what 18 possible
~ 2 much more rapid development of our Party. (Loud Ap-

plause.)
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Tasks of the Communists in the
Trade Unions

By R. DIXON

(COMRA i )ES,—t’Il;h;le rerlt:li]tion fn the trade union question befor
- Cong outlines the position of the Communist Party o
the ‘baam-qgeﬁt._mns of the trade union movement; it prl;:s?em-
a programme _fqr the reorgams-ation of this movement, for th
sha.rpe‘ndr_ ning of the strqgg]e-agamst the employers and to defend
improve t!ze conditions of the workers; it has in mind the
ﬁm,lTha.:mfzc?:f the movement to overthrow capitalism.
i -ind?céti tgfatf-a_mmluhon of this character is submitied
o in'Aw tralhe growth of militant unionism and of th
impossible? ia. At the Tenth Congress of the Party it was:
sl o i;gf:gnt the question in this manner. Then th
e ~down with sectarianism, was isolated from
- T}L oo ::ﬂhfblx:'bgi movement. from the trade union
the Itrade union movement. en B Farty v
e c!;rfl];etiwgg:ars__t:qd six months since the Tenth Congre:
ol - with sectarianism, changed our approach fo
eodir val l;oand m;?s?ved the work to such an extent that
v Mg longer isolated, but are directly connected
F
natedmil:;emll:? aﬁehz:ﬁ vears ago the reformists completely domi-
o pas.ailx?gs.wlzorfz{; we are ir_l a stage where this
to n%ilitant unionism. ‘ R arc coing ov!
h
struggT;sfglert}?:d a half years has also seen the rise in the
the defeats of 19‘2"31'!“’“' The ebb which took place followine
the defests of 1950 I8 BRSSERISERUIAN Harening in the re-
to a higher :a‘ri(;,'r %ngl!(:‘ lfe\tr'glbe"l?l:?’d' _The struggles are risine
gl'm;il;lg al;cld s0, also, is militant m’féﬁmy oo
the ri:i?:g ;‘e’\?e{)mfceises’ the growth of militant unionism and
on the oth of struggle, are linked together, each reacti
e other and stimulating a general advance 2 CTh;ia;Ef{:

be clearly understood if we . :
confront the Party in the pr:::mfﬂ Bﬁ;:gﬂr:ﬁend
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We are living in conditions when the graveness of the war
danger, the growth of Fascism, as well as the process of revo-
lutionisation of the workers demand the rapid fulfilling of
the main strategic task of the Party, of winning fto our side
the majority of the working class. The solution of this task
will be found in great class conflicts which are now developing,
and which provide the chief method for winning to our side the
majority of the workers. If the great struggles which are
developing will be the chief method for winning to our side the
majority of the workers, then the trade unions are going to be
the organisational form that will hasten this process and help
in its consolidation.

The period since the last Congress has also seen a change
in the position of capitalism. From the lowest depths of the
crisis capitalism in this country has entered into the depression.
Already in quite a number of industries production has either
exceeded 1929, or else is approaching the levels of 1929. For
instance, production of iron, coal, pig iron and steel, already
exceeds that of 1929. In the rail industry it approaches the
level of 1929. In the building indnstry it is still less than half
that of 1929.

In spite of the fact that production is approackpn%
the levels of 1929, there is mot, however, the “pro?,perlty
that existed at that time, nor the indications of it. Things are
still far from normal. World trade is one-third of 1929, and the
indications suggest there will be very little improveme_nt, pre-
cisely because every country is attempting to improve _1ts posl-
tion by exploiting to the limit the home market, erecting ever
higher tarift barriers, excluding the products from other coun-

tries.

The improvement in production has led to no _improvement
in the conditions of the working class. It is claimed by the
Lyons, Stevens and other Governments that pr_ospemt.y 1s‘re-
turning. They have produced some figures _re\atmg to md_ustry
to illustrate this. The real test of prosperity, however, is N0
to be found in tatistics, but in the lives of the pgop]e, it is to
be sought in the economic security and happiness © tl‘{e
masses. It requires only to walk through .the working-class
suburbs to-day to see that there is no prosperity for the mass;f,
that there is nothing even approaching the 1929 level. On le
contrary, the conditions of the workers can be described only

as deplorable.

The improvement sin 2 has I
of the workers. Take the mining industry.

ce 1932 has taken place at the expense
Coal production
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the process of rationalisation has been not so much the intro-
c_luctlon of new machinery as the reorganisation of the work
in the various industries with a view to speeding up the workers,
that is, it takes a form of change in the labor process, the
elimination of unnecessary workers, the placing of more work
on the workers engaged in the industry.

What is the result of this? The possibilities of production hag
increased, but there has been no lightening of the burden of .
toil for the masses, it has become more brutal. The improve- ‘
ment in production has not led to greater economic security, :
but to a greater instability of employment and the existence of
a mass permanent unemployment. It has led, not to an F
improvement, but to an absolute worsening of the living gtand-
‘ard of the masses. DMass unemployment has come to stay, it
will press down the scales in the labor market and cause a atill
further deterioration in the conditions of the workers in general.

In view of these circumstances, is it not correct that we
should wage a fight against rationalisation, even if it means
new machines? If we did not take it up, and take it up reso-
Jutely, we would be deserting the position of the workers.

The Shorter Working Week

In the mines the slogan was raised against mechanisatiop.
There, the miners were prepared to wage & struggle on this
igsue. I do not think, however, that we should raise the slogan,
“against mechanisation” in other industries, _but, rather, the
slogan must be “against rationalisation,” raising de[nands for
the shortening of the working week and an increase in the pay
of the workers. 4

The resolution draws attention to the urgency of campaign-
ing for a six-hour day and £5 minimum weekly wage. It.wou.ld
be wrong to adopt rigidly these demands. The Lqmmunxsts in
each industry will raise demands in accordance w_1th the needs
of that industry and the possibility of developing _struggles
around them. In the railways and some other industries the de-
mand is raised for a 40-hour week.

The campaign for a shorter working yveek is very importal}t.
The degree to which it is taken up “fl!l_exet_'cme a great in-
Auence upon the growth of militant unionism 1n the future.

Within the next few years the shorter working weelk should
be realized in a number of industries. (onsequently, our main -
demands in connection with the economic nee@s of the masses
should centre around the question of shortening the working
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an improvement in wages. That does not mean, f
that we neglect other issues, such as wage reductio.
ing of conditions. Rather than excluding them —L:.'
for the shorter working week presupposes the takin,
those issues. . 43
el have been suggestions ‘that the shorter working
week should be introduced, but with a reduction in wages. Tha
‘must be opposed by the Communists. It means spreading ‘|
v that goes with part-time employment over the ereat
s of the workers in industry; it is nothing more than a shar-
' work. The demand for the shorter working week mu:
combined with the demand for an increase in wages.
1If rationalisation is to be effectively combated, special coi
‘mittees, or the shop committees, should take up the struggl
M}’iﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁ‘:ﬂ;ﬂg).- intril)ﬁzs and 1929 the Labor Council in N.S.1,
: ry strong campaign against pi ; '
_,bo'mis system. In the intervening pel'g;od i;elg'leefgﬂgeﬁn: 11}11
“dency to ufeg_lect these issues. They should be taken up on
‘again, with a view to organising strugele, to this end pro [; 1i 3
;ﬁhﬂ;‘es&bﬂﬁm@ of small committees or even thpe dC:aL\(xi:‘
ﬂiie ier groups of militant workers, charged with investigatin
the methods being employed to speed up the workers, with th
issuing of materials exposing speed-up m thod B o=
' line ofimedll Seriebe it 3¢ Abat 1 pd ethods, and proposing
R e
- It is essential to link closely the-stmnesi' i ionali
.,mi;t with improved: work amongst t l_ﬁzg eil :E:;Ir)llst rztm]}al]m-
Sl imm& A ‘ it 1 oyed. Closer
situation in any way satisfact B
ks boen extaiflighedtls £ unc ory. Here militant leadership
Bime ne htaavheh s 'ctegml)_]tﬂy{éd bodies and, at the sam:
through the Labor Connell, As & result of this ths whale mo.
ment ol i 8 a result of this the whole move-
e LA workers 8 State has been strengthened con
In other Stat sati fs
of the unemploye;la;otirgzmtfa?mry B i, The oV
of the success {1 NGMT ndls below that of N.S.W. Much
dership was established, Waltxs'chue B o contral
‘the unemployed and was hich really studied the problems of
affecting them. capable of answering every question
In Victoria, th i
Sy Bk g 4 ofleotg;meutl;::ts were unable fo develop such
Iefsrahip, bt 16 was 4he TRARE I Tt s T ot
ftets which powmienced 6o rades and Labor Council in that
: answer the questions of the unem-
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ployed, and finally they came under its leadership.

The demands of the unemployed for social insurance, for
full time work and award rates of pay must be more effectively
campaigned for by the whole trade union movement. What do
we understand by social insurance? It is a system established
by the Government from a fund that should come from further
taxing the rich, together with allocations from the State, out
of which payments are made providing for unemployment, sick-
nesg, injury, and old age pensions, ete. We must emphasise that
the fund is to come from the State and taxation of the rich,
precisely because the Governments in discussing this question
are proposing to further tax the wages of the workers.

There is urgent need for a system of social insurance
in this country, and it is necessary that the Communists take
the matter up, explaining simply to the workers our proposals,
and organising union support for same.

The Economic Struggle

Now to an analysis of the strike movement.

What is characteristic of the strike movement in this eoun-
try to-day? Firstly, the strike wave is becoming stronger, and
in its rise is influenced to an increasing extent by the revolu-
tionaries, who give to the struggle better organisation, thus
increasing the possibilities of victory.

The second thing is that there is a tendency on the part of
the workers to go over to the offensive, to struggle to improve
conditions. This is another reason why the demands for an
improvement in wages and a shortening of hours are tremen-
dously important. The seamen have taken up the struggle for
the shortening of their working week, and in other industries
the demand for increases in wages and a shortening of the
working week is growing. The fact that the struggles show
increased signs of the offensive indicates the higher level at
which they are proceeding. :

Thirdly, the struggles are marked by increased interference
on the part of the capitalist State. ;

The difficulties in the strike struggles arve becoming greater,
mainly because the employers have centralised their organisa-
tions to a greater extent, and have t}}g full support of the State
apparatus, and because of the prevailing mass unemp_loyment.

This demands of the Communists better preparation of the
gtrikes, better organisation of the struggleg once they
have commenced, a higher level of manoeuvring in the process
of the struggle, the ability to draw in new forces, and to secure

5

§
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g gnf:nt gerved not to weaken, but rather to strengthen the deter-
 mination and solidarity of the seamen.

Strike Tacties

. The tactics employed by the seamen are also interesting.
They decided, first of all, to involve only the interstate ships,

o those affected by the Dethridge award, delaying an extension

to the intrastate ships which work under a different award. It
was considered inadvisable to involve these ships because they
were not affected by the award, they represent the weakest sec-
tion of the seamen, and, past experience has shown, generally
returned to work very quickly, the ships are more easily manned
than the interstate, and finally they could help provide relief.

It was necessary later to extend the struggle to the
colliers as these were carrying coal to be used on ships ‘with
scab crews. At the same time the idea of extending the strike
to other sections of the reamen has not been abandoned and
may take place at any time.

 Extension of the struggle to the miners also arises. Already
some of the mines have been involved in the struggle. They
came out on strike in sympathy with the seamen because they
were called upon to hew coal that would be used on scab ships.
Now discussions are taking place as to an extension of the

struggle to the coal industry, which can lead to a general strike

in the coal industry. Meetings will take place before the miners

resume and it is possible that there will be no resumption.

. QObviously the whole weight of the revolutionary movement
must be thrown behind the seamen, and also the miners, shoul
they come in, in order to help bring their struggle to victory.
Plans must be worked out immediately detailing the form this
assistance must take. The line of the plans should be: Firstly,
on the coalfields and in the areas where the seamen are aﬂ’ec}:ec‘l,
to secure the widest activisation of the strikers along the lines
of the Wonthaggi struggle, in the collection of relief, in the

l'i development of mass publicity, in organised picketing.

. Secondly, elsewhere to arouse the widest solidarity and the
s in all industries for the struggle, or-

support of the worker:
. 1 £ relief in all places where the workers

~ ganising the collection o K
~ gre to be found. Efforts should be made to get the trade unions
~ to pass either compulsory or voluntary levies in accordance wx_t_h
~ their constitutions. Where levies are voluntary, then the m_lh-
- tants in the workshops must strive for a 100 per cent. collection

My e e e

X
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Qertainly organisational preparation of the workers within the g
unions and the industry, the development of Party organisation, i‘
and the commencement prior to the strike of an extensive pub-

licity campaign, with the object of increasing the determination 1
of the workers concerned, of winning the support of other work- t

ers, and the sympathy of the middle classes and farmers.

Next, the unions concerned to establish a fighting fund prior |
to the strike commencing, either by imposing a levy or taking
up collections. L)

Further, the commencement of discussions with other unions b
in the industry and with trade union centres, with a view to
obtaining their support, financially and morally, in the event of
struggle. This aspect must be emphasised as it is underesti-
mated very much. Amongst the seamen there was a tendeney
to ignore other unions likely to be affected and fo treat the
A.C.T.U. with contempt. This much must be always kept in
mind, that militant unionism has become a very responsible
force in the labor movement. Hence, when entering into strug-
gle it cannot, for a moment, ignore those who may be allies,
who will render some support in the carrying through of that
struggle. The reformists hold in their hands the majority of
the leading trade union positions, and their support is, at times,
yital. This can be secured, if necessary, by mass pressure
which can place them in the position of having to support the
struggle. The seamen’s struggle has demonstrated this quite
clearly. The A.C.T.U. at one stage declared against the strike,
but, under pressure, was forced to agree to render at least finan-
cial support.

Thus, when entering into struggle, the militants must be very
much concerned with obtaining support from the yarious unions.

That does not mean, of course, to slide to the position of the
reformists. Rather they will slide to our position. The Iﬁghts

in the future will, to an increasing extent, be led by ml_htants,
and when the reformists support them they are supporting _the
strikes we are leading. If, on the other hand, the reformists
in certain conditions should develop struggles, the Commun-
~ jsts will not hesitate to go to their assistance, to be thelr‘alh_es,
but will resist all efforts directed towards preventing bringing
the struggle to a successful conclusion for the workers. :

As an example of how to prepare strike s.trqggles the miners
_experience in the mechanisation campalgn 18 mvaluabl_e. Prior
to the struggle commencing, the miners carried on a widespread
ublicity campaign right throughout the country. They pre-
ared not only the workers but the people of the coalfields, they
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The next problem is that of publicity. Publicity generally
has been underestimated, its significance is not understood by
leading Communists. Publicity is not just merely the matter
of a leaflet or two to the strikers—the objective of publicity
above all should be to swing public support behind the strikers.

All materials for mass consumption must be prepared in a
simple, concrete, but direct way. In the seamen’s strike the
capitalist press published much material, and the wireless has
been made use of. Nevertheless, the position is unsatisfactory.
Statements for the press were not as carefully thought out as
is necessary, and, of course, many of the things which did ap-
pear were distorted.

‘o organise publicity on a wider scale, full page advertise-
ments could be inserted in daily papers, which state in a few
direct words the case of the workers who are on strike. Posters,
stickers and leaflets should be produced. !

The leaflets issued in the seamen’s dispute were all too long,
the points were not well thought out, and so the main issues were
jost in verbiage.

Publicity was also a great shortecoming in the sugar strike.
The A.W.U. came out with a vicious slander against the Party,
they forged documents and printed them in the papers, and sub-
mitted lying statements to the press right throughout Australia.
When the Communists in North Queensland discussed o] et
considered that the A W.U. was discredited to such an extent
that is was unnecessary to reply to the attacks. Such a view
is wrong even if the question is seen only from the point of view

of the sugar workers. It was a bigger issue than this, however.
The audience of the AW.U. was the whole of the people of
Queensland—even of Australia, and these people have the right
to expect an answer. The Communists in Queensland must
answer every attack and brand every slander of the Party—
they must do it in a big way—counting their audience in scores
of thousands and not in dozens.
& That is how the question of publicity must be placed every-
5 where. ;

: Fifthly—the seamen's struggle emphasises the unequgll de-

velopment of the strike movement and the growth of militant

nionism. The miners and t

jons in Australia. A great gap exists between them and the

~ other unions, and particularly rail workers, which ave a vital
tion.

In future it will be necessary to intensify the drive among

he seamen are the two most militant

Pl
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ment of one international trade union centre, and the realisa-
tion of trade union unity in every country. *

In 1928 the A.C.T.U. carried a resolution proposing to both
internationals the calling of a world congress, with a view to
establishing one world trade union centre. The A.CT.U. de-
clared then its intention of refraining from affiliating with
either body until unity was secured.

It is necessary that this matter be raised once again and
along somewhat similar lines to 1928—that is, calling on the 3
1LF.T.U. to agree to an all-in world trade union congress for the
purpose of establishing one centre and policy on the basic prob-
lems before the working class. :

It seems I will have to close my remarks. There are many
questions I have not been able to take up which should be dealt
with in the discussion. ,

The main body of my report dealt with strike strategy. The
Political Bureau felt that this was essential. ~We must give
more attention to this question than we have in the past, pre-
cisely because of the fact that the struggles conducted to-day
proceed mainly under our leadership. There is a qualitative
‘change taking place in this particular field. Earlier the strug-
gles conducted and led by the Communists were much smaller,
and, in many cases, were even apart from the unions. To-day

~ the struggles are much bigger and are led mainly from the
unions. In view of this, we have to develop to a much higher
level our knowledge and understanding of strike strategy.

We speak of the domination of the trade union movement,
coming to an end. It is necessary to clearly understand what
is meant by this. Organisationally the position of reformism

"~ in the trade union movement is still more extensive than our

position, but ideologically the Communists have already de-
monstrated their superiority, and our poliey is becoming the
~ dominating policy in the trade union movement. When the
. workers want to fight, they come to us. When they desire leader--
; ship, they look to the militants. This places upon us great
- responsibility, and people with responsibility cannot afford to
be flippant. A clear understanding of the tasks confronting
the revolutionary movement is necessary. The rapid _develop-
nent of Party organisation is essential. The all-round 1mprove=

ent of militant leadership is vital. All these things are con-
nected with the acquirement of a deeper understanding of
Marxism-Leninism, of the revolutionary theory of the labor

“movement. 3
" We are members of a splendid Party, which already has a
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alia’s Fights for Democracy, Freedom,
and Progress
0.

By J. N. RAWLING

Introductien.

of the rpost misused and prostituted words in our or any
age is the WCll:ﬂ "patriotism.” We have often been
dictum that it is the last refuge of the

rel. So it is—but that is no definition. It is not to define
0 the most consummate villain in the
nity, albeit disguised in broad-cloth, top-hat, and 2 halo
spectability, is the loudest In his protestation of “patriot-
i , however, that into the hands of the high-

, and of its seribes and pharisees, the masses
laced the keeping of the ideals of patriotisme

its definition.
ies the peoples have been taught, and have been
i the one hand, is patriotic

that he, on
d blood and tears of the

Ly
o waxes rich out of the sufferings an
That he, on the other hand, 18 equally

might continue to live im
patriotism, like everytk}ing,

ousands who die.
atriotic who dies

ches and comfort. In other words,
se within a class society, has come to have different meanings

for different classes. For the exploited masses, it has meant the
suffering of exp jon without murmuring and

loitation and oppressi
the being willing to die to maintain the rule of their own par-
ticular masters. It is, a8 “gmith's Weekly” seriously put it
o few weeks ago, the being proud that in one street in Sydney X
is coneentrated the control of more financial resources than in
any other street in Australia. For those masters, it is the wear-
ing of ‘appropriate clothes, the waving of flags and the beinZ
grateful, to the extent of jals, for the
illing to die i i

existence of slaves Wl
ism has meant the being faithful to the dictators

that the former

it any wonder, then, that revolutio
sem? Or that some have gone O
ate in the minds and
hing connected with love of country, its
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I.—The Fight Against Transportation

~ Until 1840, Australia, or as it was then called, New South
les (including the three eastern States and the S.A. and N.T.
to-day), was qne vast prison, to which England sent its
minals. Many of these were political prisoners, who had re-
Ited against the Combination Laws and other repressive legis-
ation in England, Scotland and Ireland. They brought a tra-
ion of independence and revolt against oppression that was
o become a vitalising force in Australia. Others were “crim-
nals,”” merely because they refused to starve in an England
vhich had condemned them to starvation or because they were
iperfluous in an England where the land had been taken from
hem by the Enclosure Acts and where the new machines and
factories were being worked by women and child labor. These
go formed an element of independence in the population of
heir “adopted” country.

By 1840, there was a fairly large free population, including
hree classes: the rich pastoralists, who had come over in the
arly years and gobbled up the best land—the Macarthurs of
Camden, for example; the emancipists, that is, freed convicts,
any of whom were wealthy, having become squatters or mer-
chants; and the free settlers and immigrants, the tricklings of
whom grew into a broad stream after the discoveries of gold
around 1850. Amongst the immigrants of the fifties were many
~ political refugees and deportees from Britain and Europe, in-
g cluding Irish revolutionaries, English Chartists, and German
3 and French veterans of the revolutions of '48—the whole con-
stituting another leaven to produce an independence that made
possible the gaining of many victories for freedom and demo-
cracy in the years that followed.

According to Sir Henry Parkes (in his “Fifty Years of Aus-
tralian History’), who landed as an immigrant in Sydney in
July, 1839, the population of the whole country then was only
114,386. Land was selling for 12/- per acre and 95,312 acres
were under cultivation. £442,504 worth of wool were e.xported
(7,213,584 1b.), the number of sheep in the colony being, in 1843,

4,804,946, Imports amounted to about £2} millions and the ex-

ports just under £1,000,000.

e Wages were low, the cost of living high. Parkes found a
_f;.;f;'- job, washing sheep, assisting in reaping and laboring generally,
;3}“ for the princely wage of “£30 a year, and a ration and a half,
~ largely made up of rice.” Bread was up to 2/8 per 4 lb. loaf
" and a soup-kitchen was established for the poor and unemployed!

et sl
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The big pastoralists, in whose hands the vaemment of the

Colony was, favored the convict system, for it gave them free
Jabor. But opposition to “transportation,” that is the bring-
ing of convicts to Australia, had been growing. The new immi-
grants, the small business men in Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart
and the working class were bitterly opposed to it. As a result,
an Order-in-Council was issued by the British Government, on
May 22, 1840, putting a stop to the transportation of convicts
to Australia. i

But the question was not settled by that Order-in-Council,
and the pastoralists and reactionaries, led by W. C. Wentworth,
continued to agitate for a revival of transportation. Before
1843, the Legislative Couneil, the only legislating body for the
Colony, was purely a nominee house. But in that year a new
Constitution came into operation, making it partly elective and
partly nominee, the suffrage being on a high property qualifi-
cation. Amongst the first representatives elected were W. C.
Wentworth (for Sydney) and John Dunmore Lang (for Port
Phillip). : 2

~The first Council under the new Constitution was predomi-
nantly in favor of the renewal of transportation. It is of interest
" to note that even on this question—as in all class questions—
the halo of holiness was requisitioned. Throughout history the
most dastardly and reactionary proposals and causes have been
sanctified and their opponents branded as criminals, degenerates,
and wgrythmg that is evil. So, W. C. Wentworth and his fol-
Law_ers-'_imra the custodians of all the virtues and of eivilisation,
while Lowe, Piddington, Parkes, and the other “antis’” were
bgan,ded as “Socialists” [equivalent to the “S M.H.s” “bolshe-
viks” of to-day], blasphemers, “caring for neither God mnor
man,” and their followers were called a mob.

In 1848, year of momentous happenings in Europe, fresh
elections took place for the Council. Robert Lowe (afterwards
Viscount Sherbrooke) was the Liberal candidate and he was
Egc:;sfu] in defeating one of the sitting members: William

The 1848 elections had strengthened the Liberal and Anti-
Transportation Party in the Council. But the Government had
a]rgady requpsted a resumption of transportation and the Legis-
lative Council had presented (14/9/47) an address to the Home
Govqrnment ‘_‘exqresamg [its] willingness . . . . to concur in
the introduction into the colony of convicts holding tickets of
leave or conditional pardons,” provided that an equal number
of free immigrants be sent out at the expense of the Home
Government. The latter immediately took advantage of the
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est and decided to send out more conviets. T s
it unity manifested amongst the masses of the lpilfa;?e ‘;r?a
rmination was w1dely_expressed that the convicts would
Jand. Dr. Lang was in England at the time endeavoring
et immigrants for Moreton Bay, and the leader of the move-
t against the revival of transportation in Sydney was the
li-elected representative of Sydney in the Council: Robert
He_ was supported I‘)y Henry Parkes, who was very active in
anising public meetings. The slogan of the people’s movement
“Neither coolies, cannibals nor convicts!” “Coolies” re-
red to Indians and Chinese which were being introduced as
ap labor; “cannibals” referred to South Sea Islanders, a
tlpa.d of whom had already been brought from the New
brides for the same reason. The sequel to the decision of
Government to revive transportation was the solidifying
£ the widespread opposition to the whole conviet system into
mass movement representative of nearly 100 per cent. of the
pulation—a movement that not only defeated the Govern-
mt’s proposal, but showed, too, that Australia was no longer
penal settlement, but a self-conscious community determined
work out its own destiny. It was Australia’s 1776, and
eakers were fond of comparing Earl Grey, Secretary of State
¢ the Colonies, with Lord North, and themselves with the
representatives of the 13 States. A people’s movement was
anding determined and opposed to Downing Street, the pas-
alists, officialdom and the Government House clique, headed
the Governor Fitzroy—the “hoary lecher,” as Dr. Lang
lled him.
In Melbourne the first move was made. A deputation there
‘the Governor was so determined that orders were given that,
hen the convict ship destined for Melbourne reached there, it
to be sent on to Sydney. This was done. On Jume 8, 1849,
the convict ship “Hashemy” anchored in Sydney Harbor. Im-
mediately, arrangements were made to hold a huge public meet-
g for June 11. Parkes went round distributing handbills, and
n the day of the meeting all the shops and places of business
osed their doors. The meeting, which for many years was
own as the Greai Protest Meeting, fook place on the site
B« atands the Lands Office. It was in sight of Sydney
"Cove and of Government House. In Sydney Cove, could be
een from the meeting, the convict ship with the red‘coate.d
guards pacing the decks. What made the scene more dra{nat}c:
and roused the participants in the meeting more e.nthumstlﬂ
" was the fact that there were five immigrants ships in the har-
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j 1 i two or three
h had just arrived during the previous :
gggswm\gﬁth thgir 1250 free immigrants, they seemed to he
Ctanding aloof and waiting to see whether Australia was to be
free or no.

The meeting assembled, the

people expreszin% their getmu

inati hat the convicts should not land an the crowd was
nmoltlt1 2(liti:m(irilnitslmd by the pouring rain. The numbers were various-
ly estimated at from 7000 to 12,000. Detachments of the 11th
Regiment of the Line were brought to Government House and
the guards there doubled. Troops went, too, to the Queen’s
Wharf, not far from the meeting, and the two warships, usu‘ally
anchored in Farm Cove, were brought round to Sydney Cove
and anchored in a position to command the meeting-place, o1
to see any signal that the Governor might give ,frorr! Government
House. Said an onlooker, “A second Bunker’s Hill . . . . was
jmminent.” :

Lowe was the principal gpeaker and he veceived a tremen-
dous ovation—"‘from 10,000 throats.” says the same onlooker,
“igqued a volume of sou d which struck terror into the heart of
the cowardly Governor.” The speaker said it was not an isolated
question but a clags question. Convictism was the “most de-
grading slavery” that was a “sequence of that oppressive Ty
ranny which had confiscated the lands of the colony for the
benefit of a class, who had felt their power—they were not con-
tent to get their land alone, without labor they were worthless
and therefore they must enrich themselves with slaves.” And
he continued: “Let us send across the Pacific our emphatic
declaration that we shall not be slaves—that we shall be free . .

1 can see from this meeting that the time is not far distan!
when we shall assert our freedom not by words alone. As 1N
America oppression was the parent of independence, so will it
be in this colony. . . . And so sure as the seed will grow into the
plant, and the plant to the tree, in all times and in all nations.
so will injustice and tyranny ripen into rebellion, and rebellion
into independence.” i

It was a “‘masterpiece of eloquence,” we are told, and I
“achoed in Government House and re-echoed in Downing Street,
reminding Earl Grey that he was following in the footsteps of
Lord North and repeating the mistakes of 70 years previously
which lost the American colonies to the British Empire.”

The following resolution was unanimously carried:

“We, the free and loyal subjects of Her Most Gracious
Majesty, inhabitants of the city of Sydney and its imme-
diate neighborhood, in public meeting assembled, do
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?ﬁrelzy enter 1?\.;1" rnos‘ff dgliberate and solemn protest against
e transportation o ritish criminals
B Wales, minals to the colony of

:‘F}rstly.-_Because it is in violation of the will of the
majority of the colonists, as is clearly evidenced by their
expressed opinions on the question at all times. J

“Secondly.—Because numbers among us have emigrated
on the faith of the British Government that transportation
to this colony had ceased forever.

“Thirdly.—Because it is incompatible with our exis-
tence as a free colony, desiring self-government, to be made
the receptacle of another country’s felons.

“Pourthly—Because it is in the highest degree unjust
to sacrifice the great social and political interests of the
colony at large to the pecuniary profit of a fraction of its
inhabitants.

“Fifthly.—Because, being firmly and devoutly attached
to the British Crown, we greatly fear that the perpetration
of so stupendous an act of injustice by Her Majesty’s
Government will go far towards alienating the affections of
the people of this colony for the mother country.

“For these and many kindred reasons—in the exercise
of our duty to our country, for the love of our families, in
the strength of our loyalty to Great Britain, and from the
depth of our reverence for Almighty God—we protest
against the landing of British convicts on these shores.”

As the meeting broke up, Governor Fitzroy, to show he was
not afraid, rode out of the Government House grounds in his
state carriage, attended by mounted orderlies with drawn
swords. Before he got far up Macquarie Street, however, he
was attacked and stoned by the crowd leaving the meeting. He
was forced to retreat and, we are told, “gt length safely entered
the gates, with a blanched face, amidst a shower of stones.”

The guard was called out with fixed bayonets, but the crowd
dispersed quietly. The Governor evidently saw that the people
were in earnest. The convict ship was sent on to Moreton Bay.

But the “Great Protest Meeting” was not merely a ﬂgsh in
the pan. The movement was consolidated and did not intend
resting content with one victory. Ninety per cent. of the im-
migrants, many public men—leading solicitors, etc., most of
the shopkeepers, and all the workers, supported_ the anti-trans-
portation movement. Many other public meetings were held,

‘and events showed that all this vigilance was necessary, for

Earl Grey would not take “No” for an answer! Thg new Legis-
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-V_penal colony.” But the meeting made it clear that they would
not tolerate transportation to any part of the colony. “We must
mever rest satisfied,” said Cowper, “until Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment has revoked the Order-in-Council . . . . and until all the
Australian colonies are also rescued. We are acting for all these
colonies!”
- Another speaker was James Norton, a leading Sydney solici-
~ tor, who cited the experiences of Ceylon which constituted,
under British rule, a “truly shocking history of tyranny and
‘misrule.” Other speakers were: J. E. Josephson, Henry Parkes,
‘Gilbert Wright, C. Kemp, G. K. Holden, John Lamb, Robert
Campbell, Archdeacon McEncroe—all prominent in Sydney
political and professional circles. Three resolutions were carried
unanimously: (1) demanding the dismissal of Grey and the
honoring of the Government pledges; (2) adopting the petition
to the Queen; (3) pledging the League not to relax its exertions
and to accept no solution except the withdrawal of the Order-
in-Council which authorised resumption of transportation.
During the year or so before this time there had been the
beginnings of great changes in Australia. Gold had been dis-
covered, first in N.S.W., and then in Victoria. These discover-
jes were already bringing immigrants to these shores, and, soon,
a broad stream of gold-seekers from all over the world was
pouring into Australia. This had the effect of putting a different
complexion on the question of transportation and even some of
+hose who wanted cheap labor changed their minds. For exam-
ple, Wentworth (whose name was greeted with groans at the
meeting mentioned above), and Macarthur both, in 1851, ex-
pressed themselves as opposed to transportation, although they
had advocated it in 1850, and had issued a pamphlet to coun-
teract the effect of the unanimous vote of the Council against
: transportation. Their change was regarded as a death-bed re-
- pentance and one speaker said in this regard: “The morals of
the community might be contaminated by the presence of con-
victs, so long as their services in the sheep-walks goqld put
money in the pockets of their selfish employers; but it is quite
a different thing when it is found that virgin gpld is to be
picked up in these wilds. They are now foremost in denm'l,ncmg
the idea of convicts coming to share their gold with them.™
These meetings showed the unanimity and detern‘_Lmatmn of
 {he masses of the people. They were held not only in Sydney.
~ In Hobart and Melbourne huge meetings were held. The atti-
 tude of the people of Australia was not to be mistaken: Aus-
~ tralia was to cease to be a penal settlement; Australia was to
' become a free community to work out its own destiny; con-
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Situation of Country Workers

onomic offensive of capital continues to take heavy toll
__aux}try workers. Taking advantage of the unemployed,
italist farmers are reducing wages and conditions to
nted levels, and the unemployed, denied relief work or
orct_zd to accept them or starve. Effective use is made
rmissible Income Regulations by the State Govern-
ehalf of the employing class in lowering the living
ls of the rural workers. In many counfry districts the
ns of rural employment are even worse than those of
. In New South Wales. the Stevens Government is
ng country workers out of the country towns into slave
o live under barbarous conditions.
sult of the continuous offensive of agrarian capital and
nments against the country workers is the reduction
organised country workers to relief and slave-camp

; ns of labor. It can be truly said that poverty and slavery

mnt in the rich countryside of Australia.
Small Farmers and Town Middle Class

the part played by primary production in preserving

n economy, poverty and ruin still descend upon the
r of toiling farmers. A very small proportion of the
f farm production passes into the hands of the small and
i i Thousands have been driven

or foreibly evicted—and

s more are compelled to seek relief work, chipping‘
he town gutters whilst the weed takes possession of

ns.

sroximately 400,000 farmers in Australia, over h?lf are
» of abject poverty, and the overwhelming mg]onty are
re to capital, living in a state of slavery. It is not hard
se the condition of an average dairy-farm family milk-
40 cows and living on an income of 15/- a week. They

d to the cows 365 days of the year, and have neither
money for a holiday. On the Atherton T§b1e]ands,_m
ueensland, the total income of the majority of dairy
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The new shops have greatly intensified i
een the shopkeepers—~intmducing- no le.éls t;,l eﬁf;:n ft?;;
ato; the rival theatres are engaged in a bitter strug-
each other (not without benefit to the local popula-

nd the_ estab_llshment. of the rural bank ag a gov'erning
over the investments of Government capital in the
on area is looked upon as a bad, rather than a good, omen
ttlers. It is significant that in such a building boom ag
place in Grlf_hth the only small residences erected were
d-bag humpies of ihe unemployed. :
/] nal burst otj “prosperity” is the construction of a
e st_:h__eme carried out under relief conditions. This is
dditional investment of finance capital, adding to the
toll taken from the population. F

The Movement of the Masses

condition of almost complete disorganisation follow-
break-up of the Australian Workers’ Union and the
ation of other unions, the country workers are fighting
ly back to organisation and to a revival of unionism. At
on and Mildura, in Victoria, the movement of the
is rapidly gaining strength with the aspiration of the
orkers to better wages and conditions and for adequate
yment relief. In Mildura which particular mention
‘because of the terrible F pogrom against the mili-
rkers in 1931—the spirit of unionism has been revived
an extent that the formation of a Trades Council is now,
ay. In Wagga, N.S.W., trade union activity is reaching
which also makes possible the formation of a Trades
] as a trade union centre and a lever for raising the trade
ovement throughout the whole of the Riverina. When
ider that in Wagga and the surrounding district such
as the A.R.U, AFULE, AW.U, United Laborers,
ssistants, Hotel and . Restaurant Employees,. Postal
Municipal Employees, etc., already exist, that the
Workers’ Union has membership in the district, _and
mber of unemployed and relief workers' organisations
cannot underestimate the significance of the increasing

1 unionism and other organisation. .

ensland; in the sugap industry and to a less extent in
| and cotton industries, the movement of the rural
characterised by the growing influence of militant
“the struggle against the employers and the AWU.
w. In the sugar industry in North Queensland the
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Mo?glgéh&mtlgglo rf.:ut.a' hacl um‘_l,.m; ‘Lhe in.ﬂlu_-m:e
’ in ‘rnlucl.mn of the I'ransport Act
of a few weeks transformed thougands of the middle
supportet's or neutrals into raging Fascists -arming‘
Ng In preparation for a forcible overthrow of the
rnment and civil war against the workers who gup-
The Labor Governments were quickly disposed of
Co., of the Lang Labor Party, administering the Coup
o the Scullin Government, and Governor Game con-
O.rder of the Boot upon the Government of - J=p
middle strata were once more simmering with politi-
ment, mobilised behind the open parties of capitalism—
Australia Party and the United Country Party,
aree and a half to four years of U.AP. and U.C.P.
t has again disturbed the middle strata, and once more

@ on the move. They are beginning more and more to

d the identity of policy of the Labor Party, U.C.P.,
They are beginning to the one thing common
existing Governments—the increasing impoverishment
ses, on the one hand, and the growing enrichment of
strata of the bourgeoisie, on the other. They feel the
of big capital and the growing pressure of the banks.

proceeding to an examination of the movement of the

, let us review the agrarian policy of the three parties
multaneously applied by their respective Governments—
in N.S.W., the A L.P. in Queensland, and the Country
ictoria. Each Government supports firmly the whole
of capitalism, with pre ce to the finance, indus-
land monopolist inter What does big {:a[_jrt.al

in the way of an agrarian policy? First of all, finance
represented by Government investments in agricul-

d purchases (the buy back at I-;_oumh prices ]”fn ll:::id

‘ istocracy), investments in shire anc ,
e other public works, l:lmd
g te., requires of the Government the collecs
iﬂ:;ait‘; iriver‘s%mr.-ni.-‘.. As far as rat »;_a_nd ta)fet'n
numerous though they are, this simnle n_n:=| -
securing of interest on advances 'tf.h;'.:s mis:
ed matter. First ”3(” Proce mi: Dg;:t_aezl.ipf

; +ments and State apparatus— : ¢

i Q:jgl.laslt;;lea;th&cts, Rural Relief Alfff f;tr(;}i;gj!m??:&
yoards which secure the collection of Tarm Inconiie o
3ta Secondly, there is the practice 0

fobyfthe S:;tizi bg\P food taxes and plund_er_'mg of

R ahich i i e Debt Adjustment

ury, which is paid over to the Deb
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political action as a mea L()a}l Emlbe aChie.fﬁ’ ?}a‘fe
I have written much against politics as I h:;elr
‘them, but my Wwritings have been aimed chi o
anof our pé)lh‘;lcians and the fact that
y 110 Immediate power to which they are subiec
_te_rests oi_' the people who send the;l} E‘.() ‘;'Sllzgrtﬂgg:;:’
e 18 nothing wrong with political action itself t
ng sadly wrong with the wa as farme
If fqrmers control their representatiy
to Parliament with a programme to legislate for
truct_ them to vote with either party who \\-ili put
slz‘a.tion‘ through and refuse to endorse any member
ce ra!.ts on the growers, then I say that farmers
1 their objectives by political action. . . . I recom-
at you call a special conference immediately; that
nge the constitution to permit of political action;
t you put Union candidates in the field, under the
ntrol of your Union, by the New Year.”

“There is a feeling throughout the country dis-
h Australia that there is a big need for an indepen-
| organisation that will have its control in the

ill champion a policy more in keeping with the
the majority of farmers.”

‘guotations express the feelings of the great major-
m masses, as well as those of large numbers of the:
‘middle class. Just how far the W.G.U. will pro-
lependent political entity will be seen in the State
month (February 15). But there is no doubt that
eed in getting its own representatives into Parlia-

1 be an immediate stimulus to farm organisations:

tending in the same direction. S,

g the above tendency in the farm moyement, it
to draw definite conclusions as to its ultimate out-

f the great ideological confusion existing n the.

t and the rapid process of disintegration within:

ds independent poliﬁga}ll'
ving itself, there are also other tendencies which:

e%i, chief of which is expressed in the 1_nﬁuence:
al Credit ideas within the farm (1rgan1§at10n5_an L
e for this party in country districts in the ]5‘,5.&
ng back to the Labor’
de to win support for:

.above tendency towar

is no evidence of a swi
vh attempts are being ma
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the Curtin leadership in certain parts of the country. The dis-
integration of the Labor Party in the countryside has gone
deeper than in the industrial centres, rendering it almost impo-
tent as a political force. The weakened condition of the trade
unions, the lack of local organisation and rank-and-file activity
in the A.W.U., the cancellation of the rural awards, the heavy
election defeats of the past, and the disintegration of the work-
ing-class movement in the country districts generally under the
leadership of the Labor Party are contributing factors to the
present state of disintegration of the Labor leagues and to
their weak influence over the country masses.

Nevertheless. many of the old rank-and-file fighters of the

Labor Party are still active in the farm movement fighting
against reactionary influence, and just as in the trade unions
the rank-and-file Labor Party workers join with the Commun-
ists in furthering militant policy, so in the farm organisations
will Labor Party farmers join with Communists in fighting for
@ militant policy in the farm movement and become strong
enough to attract masses of farmers of other political affiliations
to the support of a militant policy and programme.
Taking into account the general economic and political situa-
tion in the countryside—the growing impoverishment of the
masses of toilers, and their turning back to unionism and mili-
tant struggle, the precarious position of the middle strata and
the changing relation of class forces manifested in the growing
conflict of the middle strata with the big capitalists and their
Governments, and the radical tendencies growing within the
farm movement—we must come to the conclusion that a mighty
movement of the people is in the making.

In shaping this movement into a mighty people’s front
against the economic offensive of capital, war, and Fascism, the
main tasks of the Communist Party are: (1) To take the initia-
tive in gstablishing a united front with the Labor Party workers
in rebuilding the trade unions and other economic organisations
of the country workers, connecting them with the trade union
centres and, in the process, winning them to the support of
rgll]l_tant trade union policy. (2) To take the initiative in estab-
lishing 2 united front with Labor Party and Douglas Credit
fal_'mgrs in organiging a militant farm movement within the
existing farm organisations, capable of winning the majority of
exploited farmers over to a policy of (a) militant struggle against
the exploitation of finance capital, merchants, etc.. for a pro-
gramme which will raise the income of the impoverished farmers
to a minimum of £150 a year, and end evictions and forced sales;
(b) establishing joint action with the movement of the workers
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ithe merchants, distributing companies, etc., for reduc-
tail prices and for the development of producers and
s’ eo-operatives, on the basis of existing marketing
{?} To connect the Movement Against War and
} with the workers and farmers’ organisations in the
districts in such a way that the economic struggle of
es will be connected with the struggle in defence of
atic rights and for the maintenance of peace. (4) To
i a consistent propaganda for Socialism, based especially
jepularisatiﬂn of the achievements of the Soviet Union
st with the degradation and poverty of the toiling
n capitalist Australia.
Nin all our work, we raise sharp, concrete slogans against
ietionary Governments, slogans linking Lyons, Menzies,
Stevens, Spooner, Bruxner, Dunstan & Co. directly with
mic offensive, the attack against democratic rights, and
drive towards war, we will stimulate the hatred of the
against the existing Governmental regime and accelerate
ess of disintegration within the political and economic
tions supporting it. :
e other hand, we must maintain a critiuaj :Lthtt_ule
the leadership of the Labor and Douglas Credit Parties,
stting for one moment the capacity of the bourgeoisie to
h people to head off the discontent of the masses and to
n the rule of capital under Labor Governments, as 1N
a, or under a Douglas Credit Governrr_lent, as in Albe_rta.
icism of the Labor and Douglas Parties must he mainly
3 i i % ing that which serves the
Heism of policy, patiently exposing tha L
ests of capital, or which permits of graft and corrup 1pnhfr;
terests of capital, and, on the other hand, pressing for tt‘:
ch can be of benefit to the masses and organising vmthh _t:
abor Party workers and farmers to actually struggle for thei

) _ ; :
Along this path, armed with the resolutions of the Sevent
World C%ngressl: and the Eleventh Party Congress, the C-Gr!'lml}:'
ists and their supporters can confidently proceed to the winni qgc
of the majority of the country population f_or struggle_ aggm-a
 the forces of capitalist reaction—for a_Sov1et Australia, for

- world of peace and happiness for the toilers.
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Tasks of the Party in Western Queensland

O

By S. W. HOOK

IT was frequently pointed out in the pre-Congress discussion

that the organisational development of the Party in the pas-
toral industry has lagged considerably behind that of the urban
areas. Briefly, most of the comrades writing on this subject
agreed that this is due to the extraordinary, scattered nature of
the industry, the nomadic habits of the pastoral workers in
pursuit of employment, and, finally, the sectarian mistakes that
have been made.

There is a difference between the tactics required by the
Party in New South Wales and in Queensland. It is clear that in
the former State good work is being done in the building of the
united front. The Pastoral Workers’ Industrial Union confer-
ences, and the fact that resolufions have been sent from the
shearing sheds to the Australian Workers’ Union Convention,
endorsing the P.W.LU. vroposals, bear witness to the fact that
Party enemy No. 1 is being cast out of our ranks in the pastoral
industry in N.S.W. Further, P.W.IU. activists are advising
workers who for various reasons will not join the P.W.LU. to
link themselves up again with the A.W.U. and struggle for union
democracy and the united front against the capitalist offensive,
and raising the slogan “100 per cent. unionism.”

But what of the pastoral areas in Western Queensland, where
there is already 100 per cent. “compulsory” unionism, and where
the reformist officials are using the preference clauge to split
the workers and oust the militants? The miserable betrayal
of the 1930-31 strike by the officials has resulted in the Queens-
land pastoral workers, who have militant traditions, dating
back to the ’nineties, temporarily becoming “defeatist.”

Before 1935 there were no Party units in Western Queens-
land, but in the early months of the year a few comrades from
N.S.W. set up units in Charleville, Dirranbandi, Barcaldine, and
Winton. In these centres the Party has steadily gone forward,
but there are dozens of towns and villages in Western Queens-
land, in which reside thousands of pastoral workers, hundreds
of whom voted Communist in the last Federal elections, but which
vet contain no organisation of the Party, and in most cases not
even contacts to distribute pamphlets, ete. In the four towns
in which the Party had established organisation, Bushworkers’
Committees soon sprang up. For a time the secretaries of
these committees corresponded with each other, and were thus
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able to uwordinat_e the work on some matters. This meant a
su;c_cssful result in a campaign of agitation, waged against the
officials, who had shelved a claim for compensation by two
sheare_:rs, who had been poisoned with arsenic, contracted whilst
shearing sheep. The mass pressure was so great that finally
the workers were given compensation without even a doctor’s
certificate.

Following this, a demand for the abolition of the use of
arsenic in the industry received good mass support, and in the
districts where the bushworkers’ committees were functioning,
350 signatures to a petition to the Premier of the State, de-
manding the abolition of the use of arsenic, were collected. It
was generally found that every shearer or shed hand ap-
proached readily signed the lists. Ever since, the Queensland
“Worker” has given columns to this question, and the Govern-
ment has conducted extensive inquiries on the subject of arsenic
in wool, which proves that the pastoral workers will rally to
demands that affect their every-day health and conditions, and
that unity in action will find a reflection even amongst such reac-
tiontary reformists as the officials of the Queensland branch of
the A.W.U.

It is plainly evident that the majority of the members of
the Queensland branch of the AW.U. are “fed up” with the
bureaucratic control of their union, the strike-breaking and vic-
timising tactics of the narrow clique in control of the branch.
They realise that class-collaboration is driving back their stand-
ard of living. Whilst the prices of wool are soaring, they have
witnessed with dismay the Forgan Smith Labor Government
granting concessions to squatters and bankers, in the form of
liberal reductions on starving stock from drought-stricken areas,
the spending of thousands of pounds on improved watering
facilities, whilst the toiler has suffered reductions at the hands
of the Arbitration Courts, and a serious shortening of t'he
shearing season with a consequent lack of employment, owing
o the same drought conditions.

Comrade Miles drew attention to the unevenness of our wqu
in the same trade union, and in many cases in the same district.
His statement is very applicable to District 9, where the Party
has spread its organisation and infuence throughout the sugar
industry, whilst in the pastoral industry—and th.ere are thouzf,-
ands of square miles of pastoral areas in Distrlct.B-—there is
only one unit. This uneven development resulted in an oppor-

% tunity for successful strike action by the shearers and shed

hands being allowed to pass last August-September, when there
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was a dearth of shearers and shed hands in Queensland. Wool
prices were soaring, the blowfly busy, and the gquatters wanted
to catch the October wool sales. At the same time the shearing
season was in full swing in N.S.W., and it would, therefore, have
been impossible for the officials to recruit scabs to break a
Queensland strike, and the sugar workers were engaged in
their heroic struggle. Moreover, a shearers’ strike would have
divided the attack of the officials and the Government, and
would have, in all probability, meant a vietory in both areas,
and the smashing of the stranglehold of the A.W.U. officials
upon the rank and file.

The Bushworkers’ Committee Movement has proved itself
to be too narow and sectarian to effectively organise the pas-
toral workers in Queensland. The committees certainly at-
tracted the sincere and militant elements, but they also isolated
them from the rank and file A.W.U. members. The sugar
workers have demonstrated that it is possible to organise the
workers on a militant basis from within the A.W.U., and it is
clear that the line they are following must also be adopted by
the pastoral workers. The fight for union democracy must be
co-ordinated between the two industries. The present defeatism
and apathy must be overcome, regular meetings, and rank and
file committees established in every town in the west,

To do this, Party units must be rapidly organised, and these
units must develop militant illegal contacts in every shearing
team, to ensure that propaganda reaches the workers, as at
present the contractors indulge in a great deal of intimidation
and victimisation against the known militants. When the rank
and file committees are established it will be necessary to send
delegates to the most central point, to a conference, at which
a central co-ordinating committee will be elected. Likewise
with the Party, a central leadership must be set up in Western
Queensland, as at present half of the pastoral districts are in
District 9 and half in District 3. The headquarters of both
these Districts are hundreds of miles away from their pastoral
units, so that, at the present, there is no co-ordination of Party
work in the pastoral industry in Queensland. A new district
committee or section committee attached direct to the Central
Committee would ensure a rapid advance of both the influence
and organisation of the Party in the west, and in winning the
Queensland pastoral workers for a militant trade union policy.
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