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DECEITFUL DEFENCE PROPAGANDA

“The magnitude of a lie is always

d certain factor in making it believed,

for the great masses of a nation are at the bottom of their hearts more apt
to be merely demoralised than consciously bad. Consequently, in their
primitive simplicity of mind, they more easily fall a prey to a big lie than
to @ small one, since they themselves often tell petty lies, but would be
restrained by shame from too big a one.”

EVIDENTLY the Nazi bible has
won quite a few converts in
ULAP. circles in Australia,

“Lies of magnitude” are certainly
being broadcast wholesale in connec-
tion with the government’s defence
programme.

The greatest of these concerns the
purpose behind Britain’s rearma-
ment.

Samples are culled at random
from recent speeches of Stevens,
Hughes and Bruce.

The N.S.W. Premier, Mr. Stevens
tells us that,

“The threat to the world's peace
springs very largely from the weak-
ness of the nations that desire peace,”
and that “Their unpreparedness is
the temptation that sets aggressors
on the maove.”

Mr. Hughes, the ardent war time
conscriptionist who now, by the irony
of history, stands at cthe head of the
campaign for voluntary enlistment,
assures us that,

rr

«« .« a factor exercising enormous

—HITLER ("Mein Kampf”)

influence in preserving world peace
- . is the rearmament effort of Great
Britain.”

... the prestige of Great Britain
arises pari passu with her armed
strength, and this applies to Aus-
tralia,”

"It is not by charm of manner or
by sagacity that diplomats are able
to impress the representatives of
other countries but by the armed
force behind them which lends to
their lightest word a potency that
may well prove to be irresistible.”

Whilst Mr. Bruce, Chamberlain’s
ambassador to Australia, joins the
chorus with,

“The world is rapidly rearming
morﬂ(’l{}' dnﬂ’ P!J}'f]‘('ﬂfl’}r I(?]L{?T N’]L’
f{‘adf‘rfl’n‘p n_f Britain, dm{ Is mph!‘f_’v
approaching  defensive  deterrent
strength, before which any aggressor
will pause.”

These three statements are only
variations of the one central lying
theme—that Britain is arming to de-
fend democracy and peace and
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The main responsibility for the
absence of such a front rests with the
Chamberlain government.

The wars in Spain and China are
not isolated events; they are part and
parcel of the second imperialist war.
This war, which has been started
by the aggressor States, Germany,
Iraly and Japan, already involves
over five hundred million people. In
the final analysis it is being waged
against the capitalist interests of
Great Britain, France and U.S.A,,
since its object is a repartition of
the world colonies and spheres of
influence.

The mere rearmament of Great
Britain is not going to deter the fas-
cist powers and turn them aside from
their plans,

Britain, despite all that Bruce and

Co. might have to say to the con-
trary, is becoming weaker and not
stronger.  Her prestige is declining
and not increasing as Hughes would
h_ave us believe. And all this is
directly traceable to the policy of
appeasement.

This policy has seen Manchutia
s:elc.riﬁced to Japan in 1931, Ahys-
sinia to Italy in 1936, Austria and
Czechoslovakia to Germany in 1938
and now most recently of all Spair;
to Italian and German fascism,

And have the fascist powers been
appeased? Have they been led to
deviate one inch from the path of

war and plunder?

On the contrary each retreat on
the part of the democratic Stares
each successive failure to make a,
united stand, has been followed by
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fresh demands and new aggressions
by the fascists.

Emboldened by her successes in
Manchuria, Japan is now engaging
in an attempt to conquer all China.
Similarly emboldened by success in
Abyssinia and Spain, Traly is striv-
ing now to dominate the Medirer-
ranean and is making demands
against French  colonies.  Whilst
Nazi Germany is so far from being
appeased that the demand for the
return of her pre-war colonies is in-
tensified.

The object of the propaganda
peddled by Bruce and Co. is to
create a belief that this policy of
“appeasement” will soon end and
fhat Britain will, on the basis of her
increased strength, take a firmer
stand against aggression. This is
designed to allay the people’s dis-
trust of Chamberlain and Co. and
inveigle them into supporting the
atmaments programme.
fal':'f;s is nothmg short of deliberare

:onrf Britain has had oppor-
tunities in the past for taking a firm
stand when conditions were much
more favorable for success than they
are likely to be as time goes on,

It is not too late even now to
make common cause with America
and the Soviet government. The
democracies still haye it in their
power to render war impossible for
the fascist nations if they would
utilise their combined economic and
firancial power,

But the Chamberlain government

has set its face against such a united
front and there is no reason to ex-
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pect a voluntary reversal of this
in the near future.

Whilst Chamberlain and Co. de-
plore the “excesses” of the fascist
States and fear any accession of
strength to the latter, they fear even
more the working-class movement in
Europe and the movement of the
colonial peoples for liberation and
regard fascism as an excellent anti-
dote to these “dangerous move-
ments.”

The major question in national
defence today is not that of more

o DICTATOR

HA\-’E you noticed a spate of
travel ads. in certain Austra-
lian papers recently?

Ads. which proclaim that “Iraly
is Europe’s Touring Country No.
1?)’

Ads. which portray the attractions
of Rome and Florence and hold out
the inducement to tourists that the
special exchange rate greatly en-
hances the buying power of their
currency in Italy, and so on?

No doubt you have noticed these
and quite possibly concluded that
the need of the dictatots for foreign
exchange has something to do with
them.

This may be so, but it is not un-
likely that a far more sinister pur-
pose underlies their appearance.

Dissemination of propaganda is
a vital part of the fascist conspiracy
against the world. Elwyn Jones in
his book, “The Battle for Peace,”
exposes some of the favorite methods
employed by them towards this end.
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and better armaments but of a more
effective policy for peace.

The tables in the preceding pages
show the overwhelming strength
which is still commanded by the de-

mocracies.

The main obstacle to these forces
being employed in the cause of
peace is the Chamberlain govern-
ment. Therefore the main task con-
fronting the forces for peace and
democracy within the Empire is get-
ting rid of this incubus.

AND PRESS o

“The Nazis,” he writes, “have
worked out a system of bribery of
the press of various countries. Often
it is done by direct corruption.”
* . But a more subtle method is
otten used to bring newspapers uf-
der complete control. This is done
by the establishment of a central ad-
vertisement bureau which feeds ad-
vertisements to the newspapers. As
the flood of new German advertise-
ments runs fuller and fuller, it is
not difficult to encourage existing
newspapers, firstly to take a political
line sympathetic to that favored by
theic advertisers, and secondly to
expand on the strength of their ad-
vertisement income. After a while
the Nazi advertisers may decide @
cut off the whole of the profitable
flood and the newspapers which have
been lured into dependance on that
patticular source of revenue are
neatly caught.”

Substantially the same meth
are employed by Italian fa




i

bring pressure to bear on the foreign

press. :

This is bome out by an article
e e i the. el now
Dutch weekly “Haagsche Post,” and
which is quoted from at length by
Elwyn Jones.

Written by the Editor and en-
titled “Dictator and Press,” this
article states:

“The millions spent by the dic-
tators on this news propaganda do
not appear to be wasted. It is not
restricted to -the control of news
agencies at home. New papers are
started abroad and old ones are sub-.
sidised with funds from the dictator

. countries. No country is entirely
free from such publications. Further-
more, where that is possible the lever
of advertising is used to exert pres-

sure ..
*. . . But it does not stop there.
Germans who used to advegse with
us, because it paid them to do so,
were told by ‘the powers that be’
that this was not considered ‘desir-
able; and calmly broke their con-

tracts. We ourselves were informed

e THEY BOTH CAN'T BE RIGHT

N the front page of the Syd-

ney “Sun” on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16, there appeared side by
su_ie two reported interviews, one
w.lth Lord Nufheld, the other with
Sir Hugh Denison.

The remarks of both centred
around defence and foreign policy
arfd each claimed 'that Chamber.
lain was right, but either Nuffield

or Denison must be wrong, as the
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that such restrictions would be re-
moved 'if only we would say the
word.”

“Italy also has withdrawn her
pavel advertising with us after a
carrespondence which, if reproduced
in facsimile, might interest our read-
ers and be an eyeopener to them.”

“The problem of dictator influence
vpon the press beyond the borders
is one of immense importance and
should no longer be a closed book to
the public in the free countries,
which values and understands the
importance of a truly free press.”

Therefore, do not be surprised if
you discover the same papers which
carry those innocent little travel ads.
also carrying nice little fairy tales
ahout the glcrul.s of fascism.

In any case, armed with the above
kiowledge, you will be able to esti-
mate at their true worth articles
which treat in any way sympathetic-
aﬂ{, with the gumn; of the dictators.

ou can gamble with certaint
that these, whoever might be th:
3‘“'-'!'““'- are inspired from Rome, Ber-
lin or Tokio direct. d

following will show.

"'Ighu Hugh Denison tells us that
b ose “.rh.° condemn the British
rime Minister, Mr. Chamberlain
for the policy of appeasement dc;
not know what they are talking or
writing about . . .”

"+ .. T wasin London in that
critical week in September and T
had the opportunity of seeing how
the heart of the Empire reacted . , .”
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® T cannot understand either
politicians or reputable newspapers
condemning Mr. Chamberlain . . .
What on earch do they know of the
situation . . . They talk and write
anti-Chamberlain propaganda with
not even the most rudimentary
knowledge of the facts.

“They talk about what they choose
to call Germany’s bluff. The Ger-
man Army would have walked
through Czechoslovakia in 24 hours,
and  Britain and France at the
moment were neither of them strong
enough to prevent 1

Lord Nuffield, however, was un-
kind enough to dispose of this fable
in one paragraph and in reality
chows us that it is Sir Fugh Deni-
son who does not know what he is
talking about.

“Britain is now prepared,” states
Nuffield, “At the time of the Sep-
tember crisis, its army and navy
were at the highest efficiency peak
ever attained.

“In the air, maybe, we were 2
little on the weak side, but still we
could have given them a nasty
Enock.”

Who is right, Denison or Nuf-
feld? From the tables printed
earlicr in these notes it is obvious
that on this point Nuffield is right,
Britain and France were strong
enough to have called Hitler’s
bluff, and it was a bluff despite
what Denison has to say to the con-
trary.

Had Britain and France taken as
strong a stand as the Soviet Union
was prepared to take then Hitler
would not have dared to cross the
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borders of Czechoslovakia in Sep-
tember.

There would not have been war.
On the contrary the peace front
would have gained immeasurable
strength from such firm united
action.

Czechoslovakia would have been
saved from fascism, would have re-
mained a bulwark for peace in
Europe.

Her in no way mean forces, if
they have not passed immediately
to the side of the aggressors have
been lost irretrievably to the cause
of peace.

Cuechoslovakia’s  industries, in-
cluding war industries which could
have been serving the side of peace
and democracy are now serving the
cause of fascism and war.

The Chamberlain policy of ap-
peasement i similacly sacrificing
forces for peace in every pazt of
the globe, especia]ly in Spain and
in China.

And we are expected to believe
thar the British armaments pro-
gramme will counter-balance these
losses and deter the fascists from
ever attacking the Empire.

Can Britain continue to concede
such ground to the dictators and yet
ensure the maintenance of peace for
the peoples of the Empire?

Decidedly no; the present policy
on the one hand encourages the
spread of aggression and brings
closer the danger of war on 2
world scale, on the other hand it
saddles the people with 2 colossal
armaments  burden, which would
not be necessary if a policy of
lective security was purst
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BEFORE saying anything about
Soviet living standards, it is
necessary to remark that much of
what has been recently said in Aus-
tralia in support of the Soviet Union
is behind times in relation to actual
Soviet development.
The tendency to speak only of in-
dustrial, agricultural and social de-
velopments in the Sovier Union in
terms of general principles overlooks
the most essential feature of contem.
porary Soviet life; this feature is the
growing abundance and prosperity
throughout the country and the con
sequent sweeping changes in the liv-
ing standards, the cultural level and
the general mental outlook of the
people during the past year or so,
It is almost invariably the case
that as soon as a discussion on Soviet
living standards begins, the old ques-
tion is asked, “How many roubles
do you get for the pound sterling?”
Hence the first thing it is necessary
to say is that no conception of Soviet
living standards can be gleaned from
discussions about the exchange value
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THE SOVIET PEOPLE

Blake

|.— HIGH LIVING STANDARDS

This is the first of a series of three articles on the Soviet Union. 1W¢
invited Comrade Blake to contribute them because he has visited the
U.S.S.R. on two occasions separated by a fairly considerable interval of
time; because on both occasions he remained there for more than a brief
period; because he has only very recently returned from the Soviet Union.
being, in fact, the latest Australian to have done so; and, last but nof least,
because he is a leading Communist. All these circumstances, taken to-
gether, should combine to make these articles authoritative,

of the rouble on the international
money market, for the simple reason
that the rouble has no such inter-
national exchange relation, as it can-
not be exchanged for pounds sterling
or any other foreign currency.

The best way, and the most logical
one, to get an idea of the standard
of living of the Soviet worker, is to
ask the question, “What sort of life
does the average worker in the
U..S.S.R. lead on the wages he re-
ceives, and how does it compare with

the life led by the average Austra.
lian worker?”

Take a Soviet worker earnin five
bundr_ed rou?alf: a month, andgthat
'S quite a fair example. Such a
worker has no doctor’s fees, dental
fees or hospital fees to pay; the
educ.an'on of his children costs him
nothing and he has nothing to pay
for school books or other such
things. Out of such a wage he
would pay between fifty and sixty
roubles a month in rent,

A Soviet family on this wage al-
ways has four meals each day and
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three of these could be called major
meals in the sense that breakfast
and supper are two course meals,
while dinner, in the middle of the
day, is a three course meal. Plenty
of fresh meat, vegetables, fruit,
butter, eggs and milk are included
in the daily diet of such a family;
visit them at any time and you will
always find one or two bottles of
wine in the pantry. They go once
or twice to the pictures every week,
aﬂd about once every Si_x Wﬁekﬁ or so
to the Opera or the Art Theatre.

On some free day (non-working
days) they may spend part of the
day shopping, they will go to the
Patk of Culture and Rest, or they
will go out to the week-end rest home
owned by the factory at which the
worker is employed, and situated
about an hour’s journey into the
country.

On the evenings when they are
not out at some entertainment they
will probably spend a quiet evening
at home reading and listening to the
radio; some evenings, friends wvisit
them or they themselves go visiting;
and a quiet evening of friendly con-
versation is spent over the borttle of
wine, tea and cake.

The Soviet people are the most
politically alert in the world, but
they do not talk politics all the time
as many think; always much of the
conversation in a Soviet worker’s
home is devored to relatives, the
uncle in the village, children, the
next football match (or the last one)
clothes and other such everyday
topics.

I was personally acquainted with
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another worker’s family in Moscow,
thac of Stepan Zubarov, a forty-nine
year old assembly worker at the
Stalin automobile works. Stepan
and his wife had two sons and one
daughter. One of the sons did not
live at home, having attained the
position of commander of an artil-
lery division in the Leningrad region-
al Red Army.

Of those living at home, Stepan
earned six hundred roubles a month,
his wife is a school teacher and re-
ceives five hundred and fifty roubles
a month, the son is a draughtsman
and earns seven hundred roubles a
month, while the daughter is a junior
doctor in one of Moscow’s biggest
hospitals and receives five hundred
roubles a month.

Totalled up, the income of this
family comes to two thousand three
hundred and fifty roubles each
month. They lived in a modern
four-roomed flat equipped with every
convenience necessary to comfort,
they paid one hundred and ten
roubles in rent, which also covered
Lght, gas, hot water service and
heating. For all this they paid a
sum less than one twenty-first part
of the total income coming into the
home. Compare this with an Aus-
tralian worker on, say, four pounds
a week; such a worker pays at least
one pound a week or a quarter of
his wages in rent and even then
would get a rather miserable dwel-
ling at such a rental, and on top of
that he must pay out still more for
light, gas, and fuel, while hot water
service is out of the question in such
dwellings.




Marcly, 1930

wardrobe whicl,
many farmer,
lian countryside
4 fl.ﬂhl:fl are
% of radio sers,
modern furni
e gom]r.;

lllll: lhry
 cash for all

E-payment

March, 1939

in the Sovier Union cansumed in
1936 one third less rye bread, twice
as much white bread, theee times as
mich fruie, four times as mueh fresh
meat, three and a half times as much
butter, two and & half times as many
eggs and four times as much milk,

Whar Austealian worker can say
that last year he eonsumed four
times as much milk or meat as he
did five years ago? Generally the
opposite is the case, with the price
of these imporeant articles in the diet
soaring to the skies while wages re-
main at bed-rock level, In the Soviet
Union the reverse hias been the ease;

The clothes of the Sovier people,
both men and women, have unproved
beyond all messure; men's suits are
well tai and could be worn with

COMMUNIST REVIEW

Page 130

pare in any other pare of the woilds
at all factaries and warkplaces there
are great signs indicating several
jabs available and stating ihe salar
pald en each job, In additien m—ﬁ
day between onethirey and 1we
o'elock the eentral radio siations can
duce & speeial employment session
which advertises every kind ol posi-
to lﬂﬂlb'& and the huﬂi WAEES
which are invariably offered,

A" my Wlﬂ‘l&# iH #*16 Elavint
Unlean, sotne aspeets of which | have
deale with in article, canses e
o say witheut the shightest hesita
tior that, aside from all the frex
amerivies which socislism gives the
Soviet worker, aside from the eom
plete sense of seeunity which sweial
istn has brought, the living stand
srds of the Soviet workers are now
higher than these of the Australian
W’?‘f""&

This solucion of human problesms
which camnor be cgualled w any
other pare of the world, exploms @
& large extane the powertul influenes
exariad by the USSK. o world
allais today; it demonsteates how
impertast it the wesd 1o Hisngthen
the contacts and relations betivesn
o Auserslian geople snd the grast
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International Women's Day
Hetty Weitzel

THERE are those amongst our
friends who say to us, “What—
another ‘Day’? Why celebrate a
day which, however important to
the overseas movement, as yet means
little to Australians? A reason,
indeed, for refusing to let March 8
go by without letting Australians
know its history and its significance!

The successful May Day celebra-
tions we have seen here are sufficient
proof that we in the Antipodes are
not the “isolationists” that the
above-mentioned friends and certain
elements in present-day politics be-
lieve us to be.

Actions these days have interna-
tional reactions and our movement,
if it is anything, if it is to be suc-
cessful, is international in scope and
character.

- There are important lessons to be
learnt from the celebration of such
international days as May Day and
Jinte Women's Day, and
‘Australians have shown themselves
well fitted to learn and to profic by
such lessons; nor is it “mechanical”
to hold celebrations at the time
decided on by international con-

for the thought that such
mnﬂomofm‘h‘"h'

holding of such days reviews the
effectiveness of our work over the
year just past, we cannot conceive
of them being successful if they are
not organised around local and im-
mediate demands as well as around
the international situation—against
reaction at home and abroad.
s

“Days” have immense political
value. What is the particular sig-
nificance of International Women's
Day and what are the special points
that interest and agitate Australian
women at the moment?

One cannot think of a single
phase of the struggle of the pro-
gressive forces against reaction,
against the growth of fascism in
Europe, against its repercussions in
this country due to the support
given by Lyons to the pro-fascist
policy of Chamberlain, that does
not concern women as it concerns
men. Perhaps men take the lead in
this, or women in that, struggle, but
whether it be against the shipping
of iron ore to Japan, whether it be
against the rise in the price of
bread, one section should, and o
an ever increasing extent does, sup-
port the other.

Readers of the “Communist Re-
view” who are aware of the wide-
spread organisation of miners’ wives
in the recent struggle, with the
splendid backing bv the wives of the
Port Kembla men, know this.

Why, then, does the revolution-
ary movement pay special
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international and anti-war in char-
acter for the liking of the ..
“patriots” and chauvinists, was
squashed. A skeleton organisation
was maintained by correspondence
theough neutral countries,  The
struggle for the suffrage also went
on, but did not reccive much sup-
port at this stage by the working:
class women, who were preoccupied
with the struggle to live during that
dreadful period.

In 1913, the Russian women in
the movement, the majority of
whom had developed from a sup-
port of the Equal Rights Cam-
paign to a stand on wages and con-
ditions, allied themselves with the
international working-class move-
ment and were the first to celebrate
LW.D. by producing a paper, the
“Working Woman” (8/3/14). In
spite of the arrest of almost all the
Editorial Board because of a most
trenchant article on conditions of
women workers in the rubber fac-
tories, the paper appeared and con-
tinued to appear, agitating and or-

began with the action of the women

under the slogan and Peace
and the return of our husbands
from the Frome.”
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"The Boviet government atvives o
hive all workers, nob only Paity meime
bore, bubt also non-Party persons, ok
only men but womnen take parh b this
BEONOMIG FeoonBtruekion, This onuse, bes
Hun by the Boviel power, may be meyved
forward only when nob hundreds, b
milllons of women (0 fussla take part
in g

One of the first acts of the Soviet
government in 1918 was 1o facilicate
economic and political as well as
social equality,  Lenin, on this oc-
casion, said:

“Ihe Boviet government has, mors
then  all  other eountries, put  the
ldeas of democrscy ol practice by
allowing not the slightest hint of (he
Inequality of woinen to eresp Inle its
aws o Legislation, of course, ls b
sufficlent, and we should never permit
ourselves bo  be  satlsfied by deorees
alme,  But in the feld of legsiatlon we
have done all expected of us to meks (he
position of women efqusl with men and
this we have & right to be proud of, ‘The
position of women in the Saviet Undon
teiny 6 ldesl fremn Lhe peink of vView
of Uhe fhost advanéed eotinitrles, Bt
we say thal thie, of eourss, 1§ only the
begitming.”

A resolution, & law was net
enough, wide and patient education
of men as well as women was teces.
sary to achieve its alms, But under
Lenin's slogan, “Every cook muist
learn to rule the State,” the Russlan
government has applied itselfl 1o the
task of winning active particl
pation of women in almest every
phase of life with most remarkable

results,.  The happy, putposeful
Russian woman of today has not
only theown off her “double bur-
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A series of documents illustrating Austra-
lia’s Social and Economic History, with special
reference to the working-class movement and
the struggle for democracy.

Edited with introductions by J. N. Rawling.

Period Il.— Free Colony and Self-
Government, 1823-1856 (Continued)

3—POLITICAL FERMENT (Continued)
THE DEPRESSION OF 1843

[Austrelin, snd especislly NEW. was hit by en economic cyclome in the
early 'forties. It wes ot its worst in 1B42. A radical peper saw some benefits in

the depresston ]

THE ADVANTAGES OF NECESSITY

In reviewing the last five years—
and pondering upon the causes and
remedies of our present distress, one
observation has given us no slight
satisfaction: namely, that we are be-
coming much more economical in
our habits and expenditure, much
more industrious in our different
avocations, and much more ingenious

Some years ago we were a colony
of idlers. Those in hired service
were, of course, obliged to labor, and
those under the lash were perhaps
made to sweat, but the generality of
s 1ot fevecs veasind
b

In this respect, at least, necessity has
produced a most marked and favor-
able change. Coaches are being
changed into carts and wheelbarrows,
and trappings and gewgaws are ata
discount.

Local manufactures, the article
goes om, are replacing imported
articles: Canterbury sugar, colonial
tweeds, “wine of surpassingly good
quality” (eg Fisher's), boiling
down establishments at Parramatta
Road, Newtown and on the Hunter
—it is calculated 1000 tons of tallow
will be exported yearly. But eur
growing prosperity must not be
blighted by any wild schemes of fin-
ance which may accupy the minds of
e e Yl

— Weekly Register,”
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The Colonial Treasurer (the Col-
onial Secretary being ill) moved the
- motion. No more were to be em-
- ployed until the Immigration Com-
mittee reported. He laid on the table
the lists of the registered men; there
were 521, of whom 371 were em-
ployed by the government; the high-
est wages given were 3 /- a day; there
were yet some 350 men out of work,
It was the duty of the government
to employ these,

Edward Hamilton (Member for
Cassilis) was opposed to any inter-
ference on the part of the govern-
~ ment on behalf of those who pre-
tended to be suffering from want of
* employment; he could not imagine
that any distress could exist amongst
those who were now complaining,
while they were able to pay £100,000

annum for the importation of
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for the relief of the upper classes of
saciety; and he regretted that on the
first vote which had for is objece the
relief of the lower classes, the honor
able member should be found in the
ranks of the opposition, The cause
of the distress among the operative
classes arose from the distress among
the employers of labor, significant
symptoms of which were to be in-
ferred from the introduction, by the
honorable and learned member for
Sydney himself, of no less than three
Bills, during the first days of the
maiden session of that House, for
their objects the prevention of the
waste of property, the maintenance
of the credit, and the facilirating of
the loan of capital; all of which had
reference to the present distress
among the upper classes, MNow as
these afforded undeniable indieations
of embarrassment wdf hﬁww
among the employers of . 10
whom the artisans and laborers
looked for their daily bread, was it
surprising to find that a correspond-
ing degree exi the
laborers? . . .
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~ recently come to the Colony; many

of whom never would have come, but
~ on the faith that transportation had
ceased. Yet when we consider that
the government is at a loss how to
dispose of the convicts, and that a
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portion of the colonists have always
been clamorous for the recurrence of
the system, we are hardly prepared
to give a complete contradiction to
the rumor. . . .

—"Weekly Register, 19/8/'43.

THE PENTONVILLAINS

[One attempt at the revival of ¢
victs from Pentonville,

be given a pardon
“Port Phillip Patriet” (18/11/44):]
. . . It will scarcely be believed,
and yet such is the fact, that trans-
ion to New South Wales is
revived, and that Australia Felix,
hitherto uncontaminated, save for
its contiguity o the penal settle-
ments, is the chosen field for this
fnew experiment in comvict colonisa-
o . - . It is che resumption of
the teznsportation system without
its discipline, with all of its evils
and mosie of its benefics. . . . There

&t @ fie e prevEal & ;
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exists no law to justify one country
in pouring out the sweepings of its
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WHICH OF THESE TWO...?
By "Gordon"

(14 AVE you got it?”

“Yes, it’s here. But I'm
going to complain about that boy;
he should have been round an hour
ago.”

Mr. William Starling banged the
passage door behind him and turned
towards the fireplace. One hand
clutched a copy of that evening’s
Melbourne Daily Blatherskite, the
other groped for his spectacles
amongst the grey hairs festooning
his forehead.

*Come on, Dick,” bustled Mrs.
Starling, “let your father have his

chair. He'll be perishing, standing
at the gate all this time.”

The young man seated at the fire-
side glanced up from his book with
2 frown, but promptly rose and
moved over into another and less
comfortable chair.

“Now, Bill, for the Lord’s sake,
keep your hair on! Just look at
him, Dick. The man’s simply
trembling with excitement. Anybody

" ould think he'd been left a for-

The woman winked at her son
as she sat down, but the smile she
bent on her husband was wholly in-
dulgent.

M. Starling gave a sudden gasp.
“By cripes, they printed it all!
They printed the photol’

“Never! Show me —.

“As large as life! Well, if that
ain't —

“My, didn’t it come out well?”

“Right at the top of the page,
tm!”

“And doesn’t your old suit look

Don’t you want to see i,
Dick?”

The young man had not moved.
His expression was one of amused
contempr. “That's all right. Tll
see it later. What've they got to

say?”

”

William Starling’ 7 e be-
subject of the article
gave her a push with his elbow.
“Sit down and keep calm, for
God’s sake! T'll read it out. There's
2 whole lot. They did it nicely, and
no mistake. Listen -
“*Today's photograph of Me.
William Starling, who is retiring
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Interviewed by a Blatherskite report-

er in his trim little cottage in Ka
Street, today, M. Starling stoutly
declared himself fir for another 43
years, adding phﬁﬂmphica“y: e
but life’s got to go on, I suppose,
and a bloke’s got to make way for
the young ones.”

“‘This is characteristic of the
man’s outlook. Asked what he
thought of the modern political
world, he just chuckled and shrug-
ged his shoulders. “They’re all
mad,” he said, obviously in refer-
ence to politicians themselves. “Look
at me. I never had any time for
politics; the job saw to that. And
there was the wife and kids, and the
garden of a week-end. And ain't
T all the better off for it? Politics!”
And Mr. Starling snorted contemp-
tously.

“'“He's easy pleased,” put in
Mrs. Starling, whose simple honest
face spoke of a life by no means
free from anxieties. “He just lived
fn.r his job.  We've had our troubles
mind you, bug I always say, as Iong’
as you're a good Christian, work

hard, and Pay your way, you won’t
have much to regret afterwards,”

! “'On Thursday night Mr. Star.
11_ng was guest of honor at a dinner
given ar the Bung and Warele Hotel
by the Vulcan office staff. He was
presented with a smokers’ stand, a
token of the esteem in which he is
held by fellow employees.  From
the firm itself he received an eight-
day clock. Presentation of this lat-
te. was made personally by M. Gay-
lord, senior partner of the Vulean

Company, who left an important
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function at Menzies specially in
order to make the run out to Brigh-
‘ton. In a happy little speech, M.
Gaylord referred with satisfaction to
the growing spirit of co-operation be-
tween the employing and employed
classes.  He said that the time had
come when men of the stamp of Mr.
Starling were rightly recognised as
the backbone of any civilised com-
munity. Mr. Starling had carried
out with commendable efficiency his
modest patt in raising the Vulcan
Company to the position of eminence
which it occupied today. It was a
matter for regret that the company
had to retire such a man at an age
when his ability was still unimpaired.
Unfortunately, modern conditions
demanded that some concession be
made to the claims of advancing
youth” i
Mr. Searling let the paper sink on
s his knees and blinked at his wife.
‘Well, Susie, T never thought I'd
live to see thar in the papet!”
“Te's 19"¢-IY! Let me see. I want
to read it ‘myself.”
“Wait a minute
“I\Edﬁ('-'_-,'s;jar[{ng th_fﬂw up l’fer hands.
eied th:f i eJ ;::l 1;21; at him, Dick!
oEbickil e can’t let it out
Dick’s expression was now
remgion. Doy
important function w,
Gﬁ:‘ﬁnrd e i as that Mr.
(N“' Why should jt?”

here’s a good reason why
lhn%’ﬁ It was a mgeting‘::fythl;
wamwf dugc_:orn of the Vulcan,
i ;Mms.ﬁud--a profit for the
of £13,000, A 12 per cent.

L)
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dividend. Tt was in this morning’s
Daily Froth.”

“That Communist talk again
,” began Mr. Starling resent-

fully.

The young man gave a gesture of
despair. “But, man alive, can’t you
see?  Thirteen thousand pounds
profit! Twelve per cent. dividend!
Forty-five years of your life! And
you're still paying rent! And Gay-
lord practically owns that rag of a
paper %

“Mr. Gaylord’s a gentleman! He
shook hands with me in front
of everybody! Told me I'd been a
credit to the firm .

“God help you!” Dick rested his
head against the back of the chair
and closed his eyes. His features
were twisted as if he were enduring
physical pain. He did not speak
again, although his parents waited
expectantly for several seconds.

Later that same night Mr. Star-
ling looked up from the book he had
been reading for the past hour.

*You ought to read this one your-
self, Susie, before you take it back.
It’s a great yarn.”

1 don’t like them nigger stories.”

“You'd like this one. By cripes,
it’s an eye-opener!”

“Ts that the one you were talking
about the other night? Where they
tricked the niggers away to work in
the plantations?”

“Yes. And there’s a bir at the
bottom of one of the pages what
says it’s nearly all true. They get
them to sign up to worl for years
just by dangling a string of beads

»
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in front of them. The poor coots
don’t know what they're signing.”

“But I thought they have to give
them money.”

“So they have. But the niggers
don’t know what money's worth.
And the plantation owners get it all
bﬂck QH them in. Exchange {Ur a lﬂt
of rubbish at the end of the con-
tract. Listen to this bit. It's in the
last chapter. It’s telling how one
of the niggers comes back to his
village after working five years in
the plantations

“*Not until sunset of the second
day did Tiarka reach Nawambee.
In that mysterious way characteris-
tic of the larger islands, news of
his arrival at the port had gone be-
fore him, and all the village was
out waiting for him. A great roar
of welcome and excitement went up
as he came over the brow of the hill.
Tiarka saw the crowd in the clear-
ing string out towards him, with all
the pot-bellied children scampering
in the lead. And his simple heart
swelled with pride. Aye, it was
going to be well worth those five
years! This was a good beginning.
Were they not ALL waiting for
him? Not just Dirana his mother,
Mamauki his father, and old Mol-
onka, but EVERYBODY!
Even Olongla, the headman. One
couldn’t mistake his gigantic figure.
He had not moved, as befitted his
pank. But there he was, outside
the central hut, waiting and watch-
ing. And only for the return of
humble Tiarka, who had gone away &
five years ago to work for the white

i
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- mountain? Well —— there now
| = feast your eyes! Enough to

nake a sarong for every wenech in
the village. Hil Stop them, Die-
anal That was just a way of put-

- ting it Think you Tiatka’s mad?
- The cloth is worth money ——
~ many moons’ work, Take good

cate of it, Dirana, Tomorrow we

 will talk with Manuks, Eh, Man-
 uka? No, don't look at the knife,
~ you old roguel  Not even Vanina is
~ worth that! Why, it's brand new,
. even to a case to keep it in, It's
 a fact; doesn’t it still shine? Even
~ the ticket is still on it. Made by

the great Woolworth himself! Yes,
by God, that was the name! The

B White man told me.  Woolworth

the cunning old warrior who

" sow makes weapons for all the great
~ warriots in the country of the white
. man. And with the knife there

comes also the white man’s blessing.

" “Take it, Tiarka,” he said, “but for
" two pounds. And may the spirit of
~ the mighty Woolworth himself enter
~ into thy young arm!”

- “‘Aye, a fine and noble man, that
" white man! All thess things but

for five years work. Wait
did 1 say ALL? But you've seen

| nothing yet. There is the clock!
" This, mark you, should be for the
" eyes of only the headman himself.
 Bur it is, indeed, a day of days, and
' Tiatka, no less than Olongla, can be
. magnanimous, Here, this one. Let
e open it Why, the box irself is
. worth ‘many moons' work. No,

1 That is for Dirana. She

alone will know how 46 velish sk’
a thing, MNaw the clock, Did you
ever imagine to see the like in this

village? Mark how it shines, Why,

one can see one's face in the sidel
And the tick yes, it ticks!
listen! Hear that, Olongla?
And now watehy and listen again,
Watch Tiatka with all your eyes,
He just tuens the lictle handle, And
now this one, See the lietle spears
move?  Listen! By Christ, you
never heard the like of it A bell
will ring an invisible bell
- there now! Mo, don't run
away! Tiarka is holding ir. And
Tiarks ean stop it at will, See?
And now again and stop!
Tiarka's clock, eh? And believe it
or not, the white man gave it to me
for nothing. Aye, for nothing!
“Take it, Tiacka,” he said. “You
have been a great worker, a good
boy. My king is pleased with you.”
And are you listening? 1
will tell you everything, even if you
bugbﬂmﬂldﬁlumtlﬁll,m
white man patted me on the back.
Yes, with his own hand he patted
me on the back! In front of every-
body! “Tiarka,” he said ——""
Me. Starling came to a sudden
stop and glared at his son.
“What are you gasping at?”

“Was 1 gasping?”
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ia Butler's campaign, although
.~ eatlier it had been announced that
. Lyons would do so. The presence
of Ministers of the disrupted,
|} squabble-torn UAP.-CP. Cabinet

- would hardly have helped Butler. So
1 they kept away. When Lyons did

- appear in Adelaide soon after the
~ election to help speed up the recruic-
- ing campaign, he was met by a sul-
len audience and frequent hostile in-
terjections, which ceased only after
- a dozen men had been removed from

 the hall by the police.

Towards the end of the campaign
it became obvious that the already
large opposition to the Lyons gov-
. ernment was growing rapidly. But-
ler accordingly changed his chief
slogan to the need to “strengthen
- South Australian representation” in
. the government party at Canberra.
~ After the election, the local reac-
'~ tionaries did not hesitate to say that
the record of Lyons and his squab-
bling Cabinet had been too great a
burden for the reactionary ex-Pre-
mier to carry. The defeat in Wake-
field dealt another and a major blow
ar the prestige of the Lyons-Page
~ government. It showed clearly that
~ Lyons, Page and Menzies have no
~ longer any mandate to speak for the
- Australian people.
 The Wakefield electorate contains
~ more than 50,000 electors.  Over
~ 150,000 square miles in area, it ex-
~ tends from the borders of Queens-
land and N.S.W. to within five
niles north of Adelaide. The great-
of this huge area is sparsely
ted, divided into huge sheep
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stations, most of them under the
control of the big pastoral-finance
cempanies.  Most of the population
of the electorate is concentrated in
the southern part. The pastoral
country gives place to marginal
wheat-growing lands, dependent on
the caprices of the seasons, and
worked by farmers who often can-
not make ends meer. These areas
again give place to wheat farms in
assured rainfall country, fruit and
wine lands and the rich mixed farms
of the hill districts and the lower
Adelaide plains. In the east are the
fruit blocks of the Murray irriga-
tion areas around Renmark.

The largest town in the electorate
is Gawler, with a population of less
than 5000. There is little industry
apart from rail transport, wine mak-
ing, the State abattoirs, and a small
woollen mill, the whole accounting
for only a few thousand workers. In
addition, there are some thousands
of rural workers. A very large pro-
pogtion of the electors are farmers
and business people.

The well-settled areas of the south
are traditionally conservative. Ever
since Federation, Wakefield has been
held by the conservative candidate.
Since the U.A.P. candidate, Hawk-
er, won by a majority of 13,603
from the Labor candidate in Octo-
ber, 1937, Butler had some reason
for believing himself as good as at
Canberra when he resigned to con-
test the by-election a year later.

The defeat of the U.AP. candi-
date in such an electorate as W
field was a clear vote of
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from the U.AP, an
ALP. There was a -[1i plegd‘ceﬁ{’m,athe

5 : . larger
poll in this sub-division compared with
2 2 per cent. poll over the whole elec
. torate. This fact and the considerab‘.;
support for Quirke followed on agitation
and organisation in the irrigation areas
* about the problem of drainage. This has
' been strongly supported by McGillivray

Independent State representative for the
. area. Quirke received good support in
. most fruit-growing districts, somewhat
~ less among the wheat farmers, but little
in the pastoral areas.

The_ Independent polled less in the
sub-divisions where workers are rela-
tively more numerous. In the four sub-
divisions of Gawler, Northfield (abat-
. toirs), Terowie and Peterborough (rail),
the AL.P. polled 53.5 per cent. (49 per
cent. in 1937), the U AP, 305 per cent.
(51 per cent.) and the Independent. 16
. per cent. In these sub-divisions there
 was a 6 per cent. larger poll than in
1937. Most of the extra votes went to
the Labor Party. It would seem that
the wdrkers have become more con-
scious of the need to defeat reaction, and
‘that their influence has been felt, par-
ticularly in these sub-divisions.

In the wheat areas, most of which are
in fair to good rainfall country, the
U.AP. retained 44 per cent. of the prim-
~ary votes, compared with 29 per cent.
over the whole electorate. The ALP.
gained slightly. There was a 4 per cent.
smaller vote in these areas than in the
. whole electorate. In view of the Labor
candidate’s strong criticism of the
Lyons-Page relief scheme, his {ailure to
gain more support can be explained by
the fact that the Governments scheme
does actually benefit some wheat grow-
ers in the areas of high yields.

In Butler’s stronghold, the State elec-
forate of Light, the U.AP. gained 51 per
cent. of the primary votes, compared
with 71 per cent. in 1937. The sub-
divisions composing Light are Kapunda
and Eudunda, wealthy old-established
. wheat and mixed farming dis-
tricts, settled by farmers and workers,
" of whom a large proportion are of Ger-
man descent. These areas are hotbeds
of Nazi activity, although we do not
E that the majority of the Ger-

BFt Gettlers o their familles 8%
4 um or Nazi sympathisﬁfs- within the
~ Kapunda sub-divisions are the head-
" ouarters of Nazi leader, Dr. Becker; and

tood that this
not be directing his
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per cent, and the Independent polled
215 per cent. In the State elections
last April, however, the ALP. polled
only 515 votes of a total of over 4000,
the anti-Butler vote then being split
among three Independents and the
Labor candidate, In the current Light
by-election, the Labor Party is standing
a farmer candidate, Dolling, against the
L.C.P. nominee, Michael, and against
Byxm, a war-time Labor renegade, who
is standing as an independent, nof con-
nected with the progressive group Te-
ferred to previously. As practically no
Labor Party activity is carried out in
Light apart from election campaigns,
and little if any organisation exists there,
it can hardly be expected that the reac-
!.lomary will be defeated, although such
is the resentment against Butler and his
associates that the possibility cannot be
ruled out entirely.

The result of the Wakefield by-election
put new heart into the labor movement
in South Australia. On all sides the
result was greeted with enthusiasm, ex-
cept by a few people who objected to
the candidate, and appear to be unable
to see the Labor Party and the labor
movement as greater than persons. Very
welcome as the enthusiasm and its
heartening effect are, there does not ap=
pear to be any general appreciation of
the real significance of the ‘Wakefield
vote. Even Mr. Curtin hailed the re-
sult as a big swing to Tabor. Similar
unqualified opinions have been expressed
by Richards, Leader of the State Oppo-
sition, and McHugh, the newly elected
Federal member. No reference is made
to the Independent, and very little has
been said or published in Labor Party
circles to indicate a serious attempt to
estimate the significance of the support
for the Independent candidate.

Analysis of the voting in Wakefield
shows no active general swing to the
Labor Party. While it is important to
note that the Labor Party has retained
its position as the main rallying point
of opposition to reaction and Lyons, the
Independent candidate was directly sup-
ported by 11,000 voters, 23 per cent. ot
the electorate. Most of the voters, for-
merly U.AP. supporters, only secondarily
preferred the Labor candidate to Butler.
To ignore the obvious conclusion that
the Labor Party has not yet won the
strong support of the majority of the
farmers, and to claim a big swing to
Labor where actually the swing has been
against Lyons and Butler, will only ob-
scure the urgent mecessity for the Lal
party to pay more attention to
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MILESTONES IN HISTORY
The End of Tsardom

eight days .of Match, 1917, a  Regiments of soldiers sent to sup-
monarchy Wl’l.lcl'l had maintained press the strikets joined the revole,
fo}‘ centuries collapsed. The and the Czar was forced to abdicate.
geois revolution in Russia, Attempts to set up another mon-
swept cllecadenc Czardom from atchy were swept aside, and a Pro-
ace of history, took up the run-  visional Government assembled from
from the rehearsal of 1905 and  the capitalist Duma pacties.
d the way for the working-class
mph of October. It was the capitalists of Russia,
he overthrow of the regime of concerned with continuing the war
feudal landlords, the Czarist in i el.ﬁc’ier'lt Ay %0 satisfy
racy and the military caste, theic  imperialiseie “appetites ol
complished by the united ac- those Of‘ their All:.:ls, '_'vho gainel
of two fundamentally opposed POWe* wlt%i the abdication of the
: L Czar, but it was the mass movement
of the workers and peasants which
dealt the rotten regime its death
blow.

" disintegra-

‘movements, the Russian capi-
‘and the workers and peasants.
-old prejudices had been up-
[ in the days of 1905, and mil-

s of workers awakened to poli- Ot of the sevalattematst Sts ol

| consciousness.  The reaction-  celerared by the war, then, emerged

gharacter of Crardom was re- o governments, the “official” ad-

to all, and in the hour of its . inistration of the Russian capital-

nt triumph its doom was oo supported by corrupted sections

of the labor movement, and the So-

uch putrifying regime could yiets, resting on the authority of the

tand up to the severe demands of yast majority of the Russian people.
" alist war, and the capital- : 44

Russia swept forward in the Installed in office, the c_apua!ss:

historic stream as the workers parties sought to undermine the

peasants to end the old order.  Soviets, but the pressure of .the exu-b-

reatened with starvation owing erant masses made it impossible. Fail-

failure of the bread supply, ing to win breac!, peace and freedom

of war which was intensifying from the Provisional (.?ove:mne:;:
ffering and misery, the masses the workers mouied ra;i:;ci;lr to th

ia joyfully desl:roycdaruliﬂg left, the ﬁolshewks ga 1 conml g
& which could no longer rule. in the Soviets, and the revol ut&no

. o in Petrograd, a mighty the people was consummated i

movement rapidly spread. November.
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IENGELS AT MARX'S GRAVE

(Speech delivered at Highgate cemetery, London, March 17, 1883.)

N the 14th of March, at a

quatter to three in the after-
noon, the greatest living cthinker
ceased to think. He had been left
alone for scarcely two minutes, and
when we came back we found him
in an armchair, peacefully gone to
sleep—but forever.

An immeasurable loss has been
sustained, both by the militant pro-
letariat of Europe and America, and
by historical science, in the death
of this man. The gap that has
been left by the death of this mighty
spirit will soon enough make itself

felt.

Just as Darwin discovered the law
of evolution in organic nature, so
Marx discovered the law of evolu-
tion in human history; he discovered
the simple fact, hitherto concealed
by an overgrowth of ideclogy, that
mankind must first of all eat and
drink, have shelter and clothing, be-
fore it can pursue politics, science,
religion, art, etc.; and that therefore
the production of the immediate ma-
terial means of subsistence, and con-
sequently the degree of economic
development attained by a given
people or during a given epoch, form
the foundation upon which the State
institutions, the legal conceptions,
the art and even the religious ideas
of the people concerned have been
evalved, and in the light of which
these things must therefore be ex-
plained, instead of vice versa, as had
hitherto been ghe case.

But that is not all, Marx also
discovered the special law of mation
governing the present-day capiralise
mode of production and the bour-
geois society that this mode of pro-
duction has created. The discovery
of surplus value suddenly threw light
on the problem in trying to solve
which all previous investigators, bath
bourgeois economists and Socialist
critics, had been groping in the

dark.

Two such discoveries would be
enough for one lifetime. Happy the
man, to whom it is granted to make
even one such discovery. But in
every field which Marx investigated
—and he investigated very many
fields, none of them superficially—
in every field, even in that of mathe-
matics, he made independent dis-
coveries.

Such was the man of science. But
this was not even half the man.
Science was for Marx a historically
dynamic, revolutionary force. How-
ever great the joy with which he
welcomed a new discovery in some
theoretical science whose practical
application perhaps it was yet quite
impossible to envisage, he experi-
enced quite another kind of joy when
the discovery involved immediate re-
volutionary changes in industry and
in the general course of history. For
example, he followed closely the de-
velopment of the discoveries made
in the field of electricity, and re-
cently those of Marcel Deprez.
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For Marx was before all else a
revolutionary. His real mission in
life was to contribute in one way or
another to the overthrow of capi-
talist society and of the State in-
stitutions which it had brought into
being, to contribute to the libera-
tion of the present-day proletariat,
which he was the first to make con-
scious of its own position and its
needs, of the conditions under which
it could win its emancipation. Fight-
ing was his element. And he fought
with a passion, a tenacity and a suc-
cess such as few could rival. His
work on the first “Rheinische Zei-
sche Zeitung” (1847), the “Neue
tung” (1842), the Paris “Vor-
waerts” (1844), the Brussels *Deut-
Rheinische Zeitung” (1848-49), the
“New York Tribune” (1852-61),
and in addition to these a host of
militant pamphlets, work in revolu-
tionary clubs in Paris, Brussels and
London, and finally, crowning all,
the formation of the International
Working Men’s Association—this
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was indeed an achievement of which
its founder might well have been
proud, even if he had done nothing
else.

And consequently Marx was the
best hated and most calumniated
man of this time. Governments, both
absolute and republican, deported
him from their territories. The bout-
geoisie, whether conservative or ex-
treme democrat, vied with one an-
other in heaping slanders upon him.
All this he brushed aside as though
it were cobweb, ignoring it, answer-
ing only when necessity compelled
him. And now he has died—be-
loved, revered and mourned by mil-
lions of revolutionary fellow-
workers—from the mines of Siberia
to California, in all parts of Europe
and America—and I make bold to
say that though he may have many
opponents he has hardly one per-
sonal enemy.

His name will endure through the
ages, and so also will his work!

Marx's Tribute to British Workers

ON January 28, 1862, Marx
wrote to the Vienna “Presse”
concerning the results in Britain of
the blockade by the Northern States
of the slave States in the American
Civil War:—

“The misery that the stoppage
of the factories and the shortening
of the labor time, motivated by the
blockade of the slave States, has
produced among the workers in the

northern districts is incredible and in
daily process of growth. The other
component parts of the working
class do not suffer to the same ex-
tent; but they suffer severely from
the reaction of the crisis in the cot-
ton industty on the remaining
branches of production, from the
curtailment of the export of their
own products to the north of Amer-
ica in consequence of the Morrill

rch, 1939

fariff and from the annihilation of
this export to the south in conse-
iguence of the blockade. At the pre-
sent moment, English interference in
America has accordingly become a
bread-and-butter question for the
Sworking class. Moreover, no means
tof inflaming its wrath against the
‘United States is scorned by its ‘na-
“tural superiors” The sole great and
Swidely circulating workers' organ
still  existing, Reynolds’ Weekly
Newspaper, has been purchased ex-
ressly in order that for six months
t might reiterate weekly in raging
iatribes the caeterum censeo of Eng-
lish intervention. The working class
accordingly fully conscious that
he government is only waiting for
he intervention cry from below, the
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pressure from mifmur_‘ to put an
efid to the American blockade and
English misery. Under these cit-
cumstances, the obstinacy with
which the working class keeps silent,
or breaks its silence only to raise its
voice against intervention and for
the United States, is admirable. This
is a new, brilliant proof of the in-
destructible excellence of the Eng-
lish popular masses, of that excel-
lence which is the secret of England’s
greatness and which, to speak in the
hyperbolic language of Mazzini,
made the common English soldier
seem a demi-god during the Crimean
War and the Indian insurrection.”

By a striking analogy, Marx’s tri-
bute may be handed on to the Port
Kembla watersiders today.
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"SHOULD WE JOIN THE

MILITIA?"

L. Harry Gould

Getting Down to Bedrock on the Defence Problem.

vould be very pleasant to be
to give a simple “Yes” or
to this question. The poli-

of the class struggle, however,

%0 complex to permit so direct
er.

were to answer ~ Yes,” and
go at that, we should then
rting Lyons in what we in-
not really a defence plan. On
hand, o repl)r *“No” with-
qualification would be 2
for two reasons: First, 2
programme is needed, and
iy includes trained men.
merely shaking our heads
ng “No” does not sWOp
from enlisting recruits who,
gircumstances, will be iso-
m us and the whole progres-

ratic movement. Some O

ing a few other illustrative Labor
problems.

Take the period when Lang was
practically undisputed leader of the
N.S.W. Labor Pasty, and recall the
points of confusion then. Commu-
nists called for a strengthening of
the A.L.P. Said some people: “But
if we strengthen the ALP. we're
simply strengthening Langism.”

This was 2 mistaken atritude. By
the term strengthening we meant
only: The development of a2 mili-
tant working-class policy within the
ranks of the ALP., one that would
root out the corrupt bureaucratic
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ing to join (as is the case
e overwhelming majority)
ing (as in the case of the
rs) must be connected up with
ancing of the class struggle
capitalism and the capitalist
ent.

l:ely:
orkers come to us for advice,
lain the nature of the recruit-
ve, what and who are behind
the real defence of the coun-
st be organised. We empha.
for such a defence, the
within must be fought
and that they must be

\present recruiting campaign
it contribute towards defence,
efore we appose it.

rkers insist upon enlisting
ugh they realise the untrust-
of Lyons and his col-
then we urge them to re-
their working-class back-
“and that class solidarity,
;:lhat it implies, remains the
suarantee of defence of Aus-
ym the fascists.

‘to those who say to us:
¢ all you say about Lyons
rich man’s government, and
. b 3
t going to join up —We

good, buc it isn’t enough!
just say ‘No’ and forget
. We must explain in 2
cal manner just why
Refusing to join up our
iving Lyons a free hand

ho have fallen for his

Page

d_opc,. may be almost as bad as llﬁ
ting into uniform ourselves and ask-
ing no questions.”

. .M‘akc the joining and the non-
joining a basis for democratic action!

‘uu' recruiting campaign cannot be
ignored.

Let us make it a battleground for
action for democracy and peace.
W hatever happens in society inter-
ests the Communists.

* * *

The test of all plans and theories
is action. The following account
from the “Workers' Weekly” of
January 17, 1939, describes how this
problem was tackled in actual life.
My little speech expresses, I think,
the correct atitude. Notice the cir-
cumstances—the  rectuiters, the
crowd, the militiamen and the Com-
munists. There was no time for ab-
stract theorising then, One had to
be concrete:

SPEECH TO MILITIA

The recruiters brought along a de-
tachment of militiamen, who afterwards
stated that they had ne desire to come.

Harry Gould addressed them:

“pd join you fellows tomorrow if the
government were an honest one, and
really trying to defend Australia.

«gut they're only defending the pro-
fits of the rich.

«we don't blame you & bit for join-
ing up. But remember, we're all sons
of the working class, and we mustn't
Jet those fakers up above use our pa-
triotic feelings lo betray us.

“Those men who are sending war ma-
terial to Japan should be impeached for
treason.” -

He called for “three cheers for “
militiamen, and three boos for Eyons:

Wasn't the line we took tlmn‘*

¢he correct one?
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EARLY DAYS
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W. Watson

HEN Norcott tried forcibly to

cake back the biscuit, Yagan,
having no sense of inferiority, resent-
ed it, and to use his spear was as nat-
ural as the punching of a nose is be-
tween one gentleman and another.
The public spirit of Yagan, his en-
terprise and influence among his
tribesmen, was shown when he, on
the arrival by ship of some more na-
tives, five in number, from Albany,
arranged to hold a joint corroboree,
and at dusk one evening they entet-
tained the citizens of Perth by a
corroboree  depicting the hunting
and killing of a kangaroo, and ne-
cromantic dances. At the end of the
ceremony, after entertaining the
people of Perth, they were accorded
the privilege to sleep in the yard for
the night. The next day, one Mun-
day got into a matrimonial mix-up
in which Munday, his wife and an-
other colored lady were rather badly
injured, and the three of them were
taken to the hospital. This incident
is worthy of note because the “Perth
Gazette” in reporting the affair said
that Munday’s concern for his wife
showed such a splendid example of
affection that “it was worthy of im-
itation.”

In April, 2 man from Tasmania,
while driving a cart on the Can-
ning, saw some unoffending natives,
and in order to show how they did
things in Tasmania, shot one of
them and killed him and later on
natives who were seen breaking into
a store were fired on and some died.

These two murders of blackmen
infuriated Yagan, who butned un-
der the insult to his tribesmen, and
he told a settler’s servant that he
was going to kill two whi.tem‘rn.
Soon after three carts were going
through the bush, the thied cart be-
ing some way behind. Two men
named Yelvick were in charge of
the third cart when some natives
appeared, among them Yagan,
Midgegooroo, Miju, and Munday,
the man who had been so interested
in his sick wife.

The party closely examined the
carts and seemed curious about the
third ome. Midgegooroo asked
questions and the party disappeared.
The third cart in which were the
Yelvicks was at the same spor as
the cart which the Tasmanian had
driven when he shot the blackman.

Yagan’s party surrounded the
cart and the two men were killed.
The Governor offered a reward of
£30 for Yagan, dead or alive, and
£20 each for Midgegoroo and Mun-
day. Armed parties went out and
onne party saw Midgegooroo in the
bush playing with his five-year-old
son. Midgegooroo was not expect-
ing pursuit and was lsurrounded,
leaving him no chance to escape;
he called for Yagan in vain.

He was taken to Perth and with-
out a trial the magistrate read a
death warrant; he was pinioned and
blind-folded, tied to the prison door
and at a signal from the Governor
a party from the 63rd regiment ar
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paces fired a volley and Midge-
00100 fell dead. Commenting on

act”of Britif,}’ ‘j iea i
Gazette” said: "The fcc]mg genet-
ly expressed was that of sartisfac-
tion at what had taken place, and
some cases of loud and vehement
altation which, in view of the
olemnity of the scene, a fellow be-
, although a native, launched in-
'to eternity, ought to have been sup-
essed.”
b Many natives were shot down by
whites, although some recognised
e sequence of events that led up
the murders by Midgegummo.
A white man and a black man
e shot and Yagan again came
the scene. Mr.
ildford met a party of natives
d among them he saw Mig and
funday with Yagan standing well
back. When he was recognised he
me forward and said, “Yes
an, Fremantle man kill Dom-
Two black men have been
and I will kill two white
% This was Yagan’s explana-
of the man being shor from the
and of Domjuin killed at the
e Mr. Moore explained that
inin stole and was shot and
f a blackman stole he was
# 25 was a whiteman if he stole.
reat Yagan replied: “White-
shoot Domjuin, Yagan bro-
 Yagan shoot whiteman far
s

Moore at

. Moore then told the party
all whitemen were brothers.
Mas too thin for the abo-
who are very quick at sizing
conditions, and they joined
rus, “No! No! No! No!”
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Eroher e
i same,” but the retore
Was not strong enough to elicit a
reply. The lion and the lamb the-
oty was then put forward in pidgin
English and all the natives except
Yagan rushed forward to shake
hands. Yagan knew that the theory
could only become practicable by
havmg a new lamb for breakfast
every morning. However, much
more was in Yagan’s mind for he
stepped forward, pIaced one hand
on Mr. Moore’s shoulder and ad-
dress_{:d him, locking earnestly into
his face as he did so. He spokc
in his native tongue and Mr,
Mcore could not understand him,
but said that he sensed what he
said was: “You came to our coun-
try, you have driven us from our
haunts and have disturbed us in our
occupations. As we walk in our
country we are fired on by you. Why
should whitemen treat us so?”

Mr. Moore said that the manner
of delivery was like a chorus in a
Greek tragedy; the others seemed to
be acting in support of Yagan.
They wanted to know about Midge-
gooroo and Yagan said, “White
man shoot Midgegooroo, kill three
white men.” Moore replied and
Yagan, scowling a look of dar-
ing defiance, curned on his heel and
went into the bush. Yagan visited
2 farmer friend and told his wife
that he knew the names of those
who were present at the death of
Midgegooroo.

The farmer’s wife was alarmed
bUC Yagan rﬁaSsUl‘l’d her and tOld
her that he would kill a “soldier’s

»
man.
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among whom were recognised some
of the wanted men. Our language
had not yet had a chance to de-

for Mr. Notcott exclaimed:
“There are the fellows we want, for
there is that rascal, Noongar,”
whereat Noongar replied, "Yes, me
Noongar,” and raised his spear to
throw, but Norcott shot him dead.
The first shot, and the yells of the
natives, brought in Stirling and his
force.

It was a critical moment for the
Kalyuts, who were confounded on
seeing the second party. Some of
the Kalyuts were in the river and
some were scrambling up the banks.
A fusilade killed some and the
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January, 1835, a chilc
L the bush and dicl not come home
1at ni.g]‘lt, 80 Mr. Moreot with two
pite men and 1w natives, Molly.
in and Mogo, set out at four
ock next mothing.  The black
tracked the child f,, four
along the bush where |
ed into the jIIl'.}I, made
of four hundred yards and
inued his journey along the
where I'l(: was f!mlu] J-/ln-_-
with the water lapping his
Mr. Norcott galloped u;;; the
l SWDkE and rosé to meet him,
1 Joy al’ld df:]i;_{}:ll' of the trackers
bcyond description, so pleased
er tbey at finding the child safe The natives
sound, just in the nick of time, W A, of
Phe trackers had walked twenty- | I
'_. m}u jn ten }.r,ur‘; 7,;"'- '!’.fll’ ‘r',r‘—:aF.i',f_ .‘m'i appear to L:u'/f' s
yes to the ground and always  cepted  dual of
: B s the track try as quite in the natural ordes
ged to follow, bur th :
d on to their task ur
he discovery of the

{ wias Ir::.l le.lllillllf‘,

none robbed another of a
share in

what was going;

& Home:
tarved and none was

: rh‘irlnilr(].
t was our system of the explois
tation of man by man thae predes.
tined the native rac
With the best intentions in the
world lmljllny_ could
der the social

€8 o extinction,

e I]:I{j
ik #ave l]nrln un
sytsem that was im-
posed upon them and in a century
that aystemn would reduce thousands
of the wwrl«m;: classes to a condi
tion that the natives had never
known—starvation in the midst of
],]:-m‘j.
MASSACRE OF LAKE
MINNINUP
af the South of

King George's Sound,

ad received the early settlers very

accupation the

thie gs, 3o that when in 1838 they

steal and to kill \‘,?bfjl’, the

¢ alarmed and punish

Normt: could but for small

t noble work of the
In tribal life true b

o reprisals until, as

atound Perth, at

ra, a black man was
rests of law and
i to ';J' i,'a'"‘-’;”i:!-'

d tribal customs
had

1
¢ the matier

d some one
" s secdes
of Won
, when 2
o by a ruse,
one of Lay
He was so i
¢ this that he

¢ beard and

+ or not the
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ates the Mlg'n_n,u concep-
nfhston C@nr*remm-o.,
latter, however, i

d and modern
les of production me
ed as progressive ep.

| economic  formuatio

B The Loster o

o and wage-labor, are we
Wstood. Bur what d
m by the "Asia
S fon”
A pertinent question, and
lﬂscuntmfo:m:.n.. :
n the Soviet Union. In
L pp. 392394, K

some of which have

down to this day, are

lon possession in common of
ad, on the blending of agricul-
id handicrafts, and on an un-
‘mun of labor, which
pever a new COMMUNITY
as a plan and scheme
‘and dried. Occupying

. lmupmstl?tﬂl thou-

, each forms a compact

g all it requires. The
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m“"df“’dﬂmmb?dxmm-
wy mself, and does nor take the
torm of a commodiry.

Hence, production here is mde-
pendent of that division of labor
beoughr abour, in Indian society as
a whole, by means of the exchange
of commoditis Tt i 5 the surples
alone thar becomes 3 commeodity,
mdam\mmotﬁmthanmnmn[

has reached the hands of the
State, into whase hands from time

umemorial a certain quantity of

'"L_:; ]:;5 tound its way in

rent parts of Incba. In those
:*!ez-. form, the band is
common, and the produce
among the members. At the
ning and weaving are

sarme wod. we find the
f inhabitant,” who s jodge,

communities: the wateroverseer, who
Jictribures the water from the com-
mon tanks for irrigation; the Beah-
min, who conducts the religious ser-
vices: the schoolmaster, who on the
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ODYSSEY

this simplicit, E G. Baracchi

the secret of the

founding of Asia-
the never-ceasin:
The structure

elements o
hed by the
e political sky.”

H .G. Wells before the War.

Mr. Wells Incites The Middle Class

» G. WELLS has come and
| gone. During his brief so-
p among us it became quite
able for people to “confess”

al role he had played in
their once conventional

class spirits to higher things.

it take many of these con-
with a grain of salt. The
intelligentia here grew up

er literary idols than Mr.

s. His war-time works, such as
the Invisible King,” could only
to a worship of heaven and
1al1s md Mr. 'W:lis

d and w
ceding the world war that

was seriously and extensively influ-
(21
writer belongs to that generation.
Born into a bourgeois family,
educated at Melbourne Church of
England Grammar School and Mel-
bourne University, he would natur-
ally require some strong stimulus if
he were to extricate his mind from

che clutches of capitalism. An Irish
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| condition of capiralise Eng-
it at the same time surveys

ly every school of political
of the period in that coun-
well as portraying under the
of weils very many of it
portant social and political
of the day, Balfour, Bernard
ydney and Beatrice Webb,
The present writer remem-
the late Professor Harrison
strongly objecting to Wells'
speculations on the sexual re-

existing between the Webhs.

| then there was the bedroom
e with the young Englishman

his collar and tie in his

R the faclor babbling in

n German: “Bin ich ein Hub-

(Am I a darling?). A fine

 mortally ailing, as Wells pur

then, too, there was the
tically Wellsian descrip-
lectures on the phi / of
as like a dew-wet spider’
in the morning sunligh
mouth of a gun.
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but badly wanted it without the

class struggle,
L

And yer, and yer—Mr, Wells, in
sad despite of himself, already by
1913 pushed the present writer into
a conflict in support of the Labor
Party against the authorities of
Trinity College, Melbourne Univer-
sity, when, in face of their ban, he
organised a meeting to enable the
late "Lirtle Doctor” Maloney to ad-
dress the College students, And later
in the same year aggressive Socialist
statements in the College magazine
he edited resulted in a row with
authorities and students thar ended
in the suspension of the magazine
and in the present writer quitting the
College. [mpelled by the anti-
Marxist Mr, Wells, he was begin-
ning to exchange its cloistered calm
for the outlawed university of Com-
munism, Directly incited by the

ess Mr. Wells, he was proceed-
ome what the same gentle-

n has ca led a "dre:ry fmuc of
the class strugglc.”

Such was the end of the period

f Wells' deepest and most exten-
sive influence. Then came world war.

Next [ssue.)
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wages. In 1928.29.30
" cuts too'k place. Today,
lists, having realised that
hing arouses great resist-
the workers, are achiey-
same result by the indirect
- of taxing foodstuffs and
The latest and most infa-
npost of this character is
tax. But in addition, the
¢ has been increased by 25
t.,, excise duties have been
as the recent increase in to-
ices testified, and higher
duty is forcing prices up.
er, when the National In-
heme comes into operation
ber, a tax of 1/6 per week
to the existing wage tax
imposed on the workers
income.

indirect method of fleecing
orkers in accomplishing what
alists want with very little
as yer, from the trade

W taxation of this character
he farmers and middle classes
{ as the workers and well orga-
opposition to it on the part
1at ould arouse
! movement would aroust
support from these sec
the population and create
lities for an Australian
Front. This oppoistion 1

thcoming. As a matter

building gesistance 1o tht. Lyons
nt Bent’s taxation policy ¥
= y pst the farmers ri?aﬂ
It was farmers’ opposition

us b Lfons govtmmtm

b il September the N

ce Act. Given 2 well

against the e3¢

COMMUNIST REVIEW

Page 181

tionary class taxation policy of the
Lyons government, the labor move-
ment should succeed in mobilising
great support amongst the farmers
and middle classes.

This fight is all the more import-
ant in view of the war danger and
the menace of fascism, Tt is surely
impossible to misunderstand  the
gravity of the international situa-
tion since the fall of Barcelona, Hit-
ler and Mussolini, aware of the
threatening collapse of theie bloody
regimes under the blows of the out-
raged German and Italian people,
place their hopes in desperate ad-
ventures, Chamberlain and Dala-
dier, who fashioned the traitorous
Munich peace to suit the needs of
fascism, are planning fresh betray-
als. They, too, pursue a policy, no
matter what slogans or phrases it
may be cloaked under, of war. In-

stry, transport, manpower, ate be-

‘ lised for war, democracy is
being undermined, to the cheers of
the capitalist class, especially the
munition manufacturers.

The Australian Trade Union

gress will be expected to give 2
lead on these issues. A its last Con-
gress, held in 1937, rht‘A.C.T..U-
declared for collective action
fascist aggression. The “lnser
Group” is out fo reverse that de-
cision and tie the ACTAL m.l:ht
anti-Labor policy of isolation.
Should it succeed the ACT.U. will
be utterly discredited ﬂd d" trade
union movement MmOre divided than
ever. ] 2

Collective action agamst fascism
is the accepted policy of the great

bulk of the working-class movement,
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nce is a class question, You
osed to the Federal goy.
policy and yet be in favor

rade unions rejected the
made by Lyons that they

d co-operate with the govern-
. This decision caused some
ings in certain trade union
M there are those who se.
‘pray for the day when co-
will be accepted and they,

will be able to work to

earts’ content in collaboration
the capitalists and the Federal
t and receive the flattery
isities that go with such
jery. The A.C.T.U. Congress
d firmly lay it down that there

no collaboration with the

s government.

vever, something more than
passive opposition to the Fed-
ernment’s policy is necessary
b The present recruiting drive,
led by the conscriptionist,
‘Hug is accomplish
anose—-getting  pecrut
plogically preparing the
g for the imposition of a com-
r gegister of manpower which
¢ the forerunner of conscrip-
We are informed that when
= meets a bill providing
wer registration will be

movement ought to de-
chand its opposition © 2
. as well as con-
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manpower was raken and the mili-
tarists received the information as
to the cannon fodder available in
Australia, Then followed the ats
tempt to foist conscription on the
country,

A register of manpower and con- |
scription go together, Having the

register, the militarists calmly pro-
ceed to dictate who shall go to the
front and who remain in the indus-
tries to keep up the supply of the
means of death and destruction.
Given a manpower register they can
do this with or without conscription,
but they are doubly powerful with
conscription. Without conscription,
economic pressure is the weapon
used. Workers wanted for the
army are dismissed by their capita-
list master on instructions from the
military and are denied further em-
ployment. They must join the army
or starve—an equally terrible plighe.

register of manpower must

: sed by the full stength of
the organised labor movement. Dur-
ing the war the trade unions op-

osed the War Census Act and tens

housands of workers refused to
supply the information required. A
far greater effore is required today
and the trade union movement is
the force which must mppiy this
effort.

Of the various branches of de-
fence, that which is receiving the
least attention (no aftention would
be more correct) is tb‘ m*
the civil population against air raids
and bombardment. This is a weey
important question for all of ms
While he was Minister for Defe

X
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) ef:onomic and social problems beaer;
ting our country,
th_Tl?e ACTU. must not evade
Is issue, nor express an ambigous
opinion on the issues. It must take
Edes apd demand that the Federal
[:cecu:we of the Labor Party get off
the fef:ce, cease procrastinating in
gs attitude to Lang (they realise
pc must .go) and establish Labor
arty unity in New South Wales
and Australia.

OF INTEREST

Gordon Grant

in China are fighting
les though in most cases
ot know it; they are short
even medicine to deaden
) they suffer from their

o Still they fight on and

ders are confident of victory

apanese aggressors. What
g to do about it?

ughts arise 2 thousand

 reading “China Fights

test book on the Chin-

‘ Agnes Smedley, the

%ter and journalist, a

ub choice.

history of thesc days

it is written by free

will not be proud ©

these things to go o0

of the world without tak-

to help those who are

fighting for the liberation of Asia
and the rest of the world.

Qur sympathy is an empty thing
if we do not find a way to translate
it into something real, tangible and
active in the way of aid to the
Chinese people and their army.

Agnes Smedley is one of the few
people who have told us the truth
about what has gone on and is still
going on there. The story of her
journeys with the Eighth Route
Army (successor to the Red Army
of Chinese workers and peasants) 15
given in the form of dated des-
patches. She showed great personal
bravery in carrying on under tre-
mendous  difficulties which were
made greater by her being injured
while on her work there and lack of

attention.

proper medical
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Jo IEey and still retain 2
f in capital punishment,
r. Coffey was recently
be hanged by the neck
He probably realised
of “until dead” on the
f his execution, for it is
him: “When the rope
e first time at his exe-

s body fell to the ground.

‘was not broken but the
ed blood to spurt from
ed man’s ears. He was
k, and while the new
ing adjusted, he regain-
usness and begged to have
oved in order that he
a speech. The rope
ond time but the body
ht before it reached the
It was lifted up and held
7 Deputy Sherifls while
as again adjusted. The
nd Coffey was strangled
ying in the short time of
”

till leaves our Conserva-
ed we could try him out
rench Prison Authorities’

‘an execution in Paris at

> of this century, when
ned man, by virtue of a
otine or a touch neck,
yree blows of the knife
finally succumbed through
ces of the executioner’s
jumped on to the
d hacked off the prison-
th a knife. :
e defender of capital
prove adamant after
course would be to
with a copy of Ch‘a:le’f
dbook on Hangng:
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where he will find 2 wealth of such

gruesome tales as the above,

All of which has probably given
you the impression that Duff’s book
o oo v e
however, is ru:nrtc| fhmagazmes, _Suc!:,
liantly l:\«'ritt E Mo bl

en book is at once the
nearest approach to true Swiftian
satire produced since “Gulliver’s
Travels,” and the best attack on
capital punishment I have ever seen.
It is a masterpiece of propaganda.

Duff relies, I think, on the im-
portant psychological eruth thar if
you can make a man feel a certain
way, if you can play upon the pri:
mary emotions of fear, revulsion,
love, anger or any other of those
deep-seated feelings behind all our
actions, then it will be next to no
time before he will justify the frame
of mind into which his emotions
have cast him by all the causes of
logic and reasoning. Duff refuses
to approach the question of execu-
tion along lines of intellectual ar-
gument. He leaves it to you to
work out the intellectual case
against capital punishment. In fact
he makes you work it out, and three
weeks after you have read his book
you discover that although time has
cracked away the shell of revulsion
somewhat, you are left with a ker-
nel of reasoned argument for the
complete abolition of capital pun-
1 ent.

!5[‘111':!- examining Duff’s methods in
this regard you cannot fail to recog-
nise the artistry of his book. _Y"“
are informed that the book is a

satire by the dedication on the fly

leaf:
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LLIES — AND OTHERS

J. W“iamson

past ﬁ&Y years have seen
er changes in the relations
‘0 man and man to nature
er before. The development
fali_sm and the tremendous
that this has brought
the productivity of labor
y been possible by the
“of our knowledge of nature
nrocesses. Science today has
further than any fifty-
forecast would allow, and
development which has en-
any men to say that in the
" alone man has found his
It is when we look at the
which these advances have
ce that we can see why the
ive theory has not been jus-
he main applications of
o socicty have been made
ism, new machines and
sses have been the means
increasing the wealth of
olists by enabling them
with more and more of the
5 their factories. It is just
se link between science and
which means that when in-
hits an economic crisis, suc
Beld! crisis of 1929:to 1933,
fits of science are junke
er emphasis is laid on the
e powers of knowledge:
chnical schools

es and te i :
une from this frustra-

i Of learning, since today theie
capacities for research and teaching
are increasingly hampered by lack
of money and equipment. The
knowledge of nutrition which
science has given us cannot be used
by the people because of their pov-
erty, and since preventive medicine
is closely linked with nutrition,
housing, medical services, safety pre-
cautions in industry, these too suf-
fer from the inadequate government
support  while the conditions of
modern industry. with its speed-up
and disregard of the health of the
worker, negate the fiest conditions
for the proper use of the science of
health.

The Science Congress at Can-
berra celebrated the jubilee of the
Australian and New Zealand Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Seience. It has met at a time when
fascism has succeeded in some coun-
cries in smashing the legal organisa-
tions of the workers and driving the
people into its plans for aggr'essi!m.
Under these conditions the scientists
and intellectuals have stood no
chance against the book-burners,
and have seen their science and lcul-
ture degeneraté for the first time
since the Middle Ages.

How did the Science Congress te-
act to these challenges? The passing
of resolutions by both the British
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e AR Walls. che most significant de-
and American AW %t of modern times is the

menace to science from the move-

ment against democracy and peace,
gave a lead to the convenors 0
Congress and an official meeting
held on “The Relation of Sci

iy m
to Society.” The presence of Mr.

H. G. Wells as an official guest
was sufficient to ensure that “big
things” would be discussed. As well
as both these apportunities the Can-
berra Left Book Club held a pub:
lic meeting at which visiting scien-
tists spoke, and an informal group,
composed mainly of the younger
delegates, organised a further pub-
lic discussion at which rather more
concrete proposals were put forward
than at any of the official meetings.
Outside all the organised discus-
gions the impression gained from
talking to the delegates from other
sections was that of a lively yet con-
ingﬁltﬂdmﬁltasagpedaﬂ;t and
as a human being.

Both in the presidential addresses
and in the subject-matter at the sec-
don discussions the relation of
mmp"ﬁﬁ“ﬂmedup.m
was not unexpected since most of
the papers delivered at the Congress
dealt with the application of science
Byl i el
the fishing industry, banking policy,
aboriginal problems, to mention a
i closcly bound up wich dhe scien

&”E{“‘M!hebrm&rm&‘
Wellsian approach got a great deal
more publicity than it deserved.

fact that we can travel faster than
Jd a hundred years ago, or

" that we can speak to each other

across the Atlantic. With this as
i

proach to the world he can
comprehend neither the develop-
ment of fascism nor the building
of the U.S.S.R.,, but contents him-
self by confusing the planned sci-
ence of the Soviet Union with the
mess that Goering has made of the
fine traditions of German science.
He is no materialist and urged that
a greater emphasis be laid on the
“biological” approach to history.
This atticude was not uncommon, E.
C. Dyason, a leading stockbroker
of Melbourne suggesting a thous-
and years of research into the mind
was necessary before our problems
will be solved. No doubt he would
be quite content if the working class
took this course of action. Among
the other quack solutions was the
theory that the people of Australia
were getting soft, the reason being
that the test team was not playing
50 many matches as it did in the
grand old days. Sir E. ]. Russel!
_““d ﬂJe solution was to be sought
in getting back to God, and he told
the section on agriculture that the
best way of overcoming soil erosion
would be the formation of “small
self-containing farms” which could
P“’_d““ for themselves and barter
their small surplus for the tools they
needed, a solution which would re-
duce agriculture to the level of the
peasant of old Russia.
To turn now from one section of

reactionary thought to more open

i COMMUNIST
§ at “co-ordination” Py,
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himself in the last depres.
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ener / /
ny It was a world ‘\:;mrL‘I‘, |1['

any nation should be
m:4|‘ .U:-] men were wantl‘.l’.l
who would care liele tor vested in-
He .’1|I.I<‘|’l‘(‘] lhr |d¢’_.‘| thar
the misapplication of seience would
be -.1n|3|u:w| hy stopping the }!,ruwth
of knowledge, Apart from this the
best contributions came from unoffi-
cial speakers, Professor Duhig hit
the nail on the head when he said

said, that
short of f

terests

that millions of people could not
be properly nourished by the indus-
trial methods used at present. The

following resolution, moved from
floor, was passed unanimously:
In conjunction with the British and

American Assoclations

the

ity requires that the
cientists be used for the beéne-
he destruction of man=

which

hes of the scientists at
s were in the right direc-
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for defending science
1 . sood. The Association
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what science can do for them llld
the carrying out of the great task
of popularising science, which
forging a link between science and
the people will ensure that it be-
comes the servant of humanity and
not of octopus B.H.P.s.

The labor movement in Australia

Q—What lies behind the apparent
illogicality of the Commonwealth
government banning the export of
iron ore, while still permitting the
export of pig iron to Japan?
A—When in 1937 the question

arose of working the iron ore depo-

sits at Yampi Sound with Japanese
capital operating through the firm
of Brasserts Ltd., the Labor Premier
of W.A. could then see nothing
wrong in exporting iron ore to

Japan. So far as we know, we were

the first then to apply to this ques-
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must wake up to the existence of
;Eﬁr.‘-puwerful allies; the formation
of a Trades Union Advisory Com-
mittee is ors immediate need. The
fight for a People’s Front is a fight
for the freedom of culture and the
liberation of science; here the man-
ual and brain worker stand united.

And that is why, after much vaccilla-
tion, and under cover of a rather dubi-
out report on the extent of Australian

of iron ore, the Lyons govern-
ment at length decided to block the
above-mentioned process by placing an
on the export of this ore, in the
of the groups of capitalists it

represents. Having

checked the export of Japanese capits)

to Yampi, the Lyons government and
i whose ik it is

no other interest than to let the
export of commodity pig iron to Japan
But then came Japanese im-
armed invasion of China
The and the Lyons government
still saw no other interest than to let
the of pig

Little they recked that Japanes: im-
perialists were blasting Chiness workers
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By J. N. RAWLING
Author of

«“THE STORY OF THE
AUSTRALIAN PEOPLE”

ot v e

The name of the writer of this clever pamphler may be
depended upon for the accuracy of the facts and figures
quoted by him in this condensed but startling statement.

Showing tireless research, it is the most instructive and illu-
minating deseription we have yet seen, proving conclusively
that we are owned and controlled by a coterie of millionaires,
whose system of interlocked finance, embracing raw materials,
banks, shipping, mines, chemicals, insurance, business, etc.,
gives them unlimited power over all.
Clearly printed, with an instructive and helpful chart, the
price (sixpence) places it within the reach of all, and we
every man and woman in the community to read it.

-
W holesale from:

MODERN PUBLISHERS PTY. LTD.
312 Rawson Chambers,

Rawson Place, Sydney
"PHONE: MA 7771
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