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HE  Stevens-Bruxner govern.

ment which had held office con- amongst the crew.
Associate Editors: E. W. Campbell, G. Baracchi. tinually for seven years in New First mate Spooner, who
South Wales was defeated in the ed ducks and drakes with

Legislative Assembly on Thursday,
August 3.

The shot which brought the gov-
ernment down was fired by the
former Minister for Works and

RIpIET, S No: 9 Sydney, September, 1939 Si |
b i Local Government, Mr. Spoonet. It would seem that in high U.A.P. ’

His motion, which the Premier, circles outside Parliament there was

Contents Stevens, elected to treat as one of growing alarm at the State’s finan-

censure, urged a new financial policy
for 1939-40 and the establishment
by law of a separate trust account
for the Special Income Tax and

Tsar Stevens, however, while un-
able to answer the charges, was able
to whip his followets into line and
muster sufficient strength to survive
the motion.

No sooner had he steered htssktp
of government safely past this rack

chan 11: was mfﬂmmﬁ'

from Wages Tax for sﬂmmm
and found no objection to the ac-
countancy methods, suddenly dis-
covered faults in the gavemmi
financial policy.

cial drift, and that Premier Stevens
was called upon to act.

This he attempted to do along the
time honored ULA.P. lines of “soak-

discussions inside and outsid
cus. Chﬂrges and counts
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When Spooner resigned from the
Cabinet it looked as though Stevens
had been able to stamp out the re-
volt.

However, appearance proved de-
ceptive, the flame which was quelled
in the Party room flared up again in
Parliament when one of the rebels
revealed that Spooner had told him
that the Budget was faked.

This left Spooner little option
other than to take the course he did.
Even then he insisted that his motion
| was not one of censure on the gov-

ernment.

Stevens, by insisting that it was a
censure, hoped to coerce the rebel
camp with the threat of an early
election.

. His hope was not substantiated.
f The followers of Mr. Spooner, even
:_r if they were dismayed, were not dis-
!E couraged by this threat. They
: crossed the floor in sufficient strength
to defeat the government.

Needless to say the Stevens threat
was not implemented. The last
thing which the Bligh Street rulers
of the UAP. want to see ar the
moment is an election, They know
;h: b;il‘a.nces of a sweeping victory for
fri’f}:s‘e people have a very good

nd in the Governor, Lord Wake.
Lurst.  Without consulting  Mr
| Sponner or the leader of the Oppasi:
. tion at all, Wakehurst listened to
. thf: words of wisdom poured into his
| aristocratic ear by Stevens and sent
for one of the ex-Premier’s staunch
supporters, Mr. Mair, to form a

Cabinet,

Apart from the absence of Stevens

:

e r———
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and Fitzsimmons (who is abroad)
the composition of the Mair govern.
ment will be no different to that of
the StevensBruxner coalition.

This discredited and defeated
junta has, with the connivance of the
Governor, been jockeyed back into
office.

How long it can remain there is
another question. The answer de-
pends upon the actions of the people
of N.S.W.

The Stevens government came in-
to power towards the end of the
“depression” in 1932, Its election
catch-cries of clean government and
sound finance won it the support of
the middle classes.

The revival of capitalist economy
which set in about the same time
helped Stevens to retain this mass
support.

But he could never have clung to
office for such a record period had it
not been for the existence of the
Lang inner group in the Labor move-
ment of New South Wales,
ha;[‘hlje::htt;mg policy of Langism
i € constant source of
abor’s .weakness and  Steven’s

strength in N.S.W/.
friend of the m:;“e li e

en in a positio: 20 15';;! g
alternative, i o
i L i e
e e classes distrust

Z hot su Labor
A e ppore Labo

rol.  But Hurst-

ill
Ii::a [:m. and Waverley proyed

would

: that
bumrer# and  without Lang
e a different Proposition,
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What is most needed in N.S:W. progressive policy and play a lead-
today is a Labor Party free from ing role in uniting the workers
“inner group” domination; a Labor middle classes in the struggle against
Party organised on democratic lines; monopolies and their servant the
a Labor Party that will pursue a TJAP.-CP. Cabinet.

e NEW LINE OF ATTACK ®

HE new economic crisis which  (buildings, machinery, apparatus,
has been creeping over the capit- tools, etc.) .
alist world since 1937 is beginning to  The renewal of fixed capital is
make its presence more keenly felt usualy begun in the phase of _de-
pression, is expanded in the revival
The Commonwealth Bank bulle- phase, reaches its climax in the pros-
tin for July shows that the export perity phase and stops almost com-
price index is down to 63.9 compared  pletely with the outbreak of the
with 72.3 in July, 1938 crisis. X
Income from exports in 19389 Thus 1931/2 which marked l:_hc
was over 174 million below that of depth of the depression in Aus_t.raha-.
1937-8 and _imports were valued at also marked the starting point of

o 5 A ;
nearly 154 million lower than the that “great expansion of our se?ond
ary industries” which bourgeois ec-

in this country.

preceding year. . ch l
A classification of imports reveal- onOMIStS and politicians love to
ed that the heaviest declines were in prattle about.  oonaiel
As long as accumulation is in ful !

machinery, piecegoods and raw mat-
erials for secondary industries.

This indicates that the process of
“expansion,” which we have heard
so much about, is slowing to a stop.
A sure sign of impending crisis.

The Marxian term for “expan-
sion” is accumulation.

Accumulation is the expansion
production by increasing the means
of production.

Competition compels every capit- of workers emPi"r‘-‘d- il
alist enterprise to reduce its cost of  Increased emp Omi“;o;‘ds i
production. One of the chicf means demand for cc»_nsnfmer; l- i

to this end is increasing the produc-  more production én ““5;"”“‘
tivity of labor, enlarging and im- _takes p‘la:e here. ho'n“;in::d CE -
proving the machinery operated by lndlmtp% renew their y P‘;w
one worker. In other words, the rto an increased d-egreem place
orders for machinery, etc.

swing things go along alright. Sales
present no_difficulties because t!:.c
capitalists themselves are the prin-
ciple buyers of one another’s com-
modities (buildings, machinery, ap-
paratus, tools, etc.). s

The expansion of production in
of industries engaged in the manufac-
ture of producers’ goods is accom-
panied by an increase in the number

real accumulation of fixed capital
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‘ T o reason  As stated in ti.'lt begu-m:{-lg it’ is
ﬁhﬁii:aiﬁ;;mc;jn i:ﬁ: crisis and  commodities of this C[T;S ‘[’?,hh:t-l hal‘z’:
g0 on expanding production. suffered th_e .-..harPes: h:c ine in the
But accumulation is a two-sided past year, mdm‘am.lg khak aCCIiile}]a-
process. Soaner or later it comes up  tion in AUSI“‘_‘“ is already slowing
against the limited consuming power down, a sure sign, as we said, of a
of capitalist society. ML e ]
Prosperity continues as long as This is 1ot the only sign, h-.?w-
the process of accumulation is in full ever; mounting government deficits,
swing, as long as new factories are and rising figures for unemployment
built and pew machinery installed. add to the story.
But as soon as this process reaches 2 The people of Australia must pre-
certain point, when a number of new pare to meet the situation.
production plants have been con- “Equality of Sacrifice” served irs
structed, the demand for producers’ turn in the last crisis. Under this
goods (building marerials, machin- slogan the poor were made to pay.
ery, etc.) falls off, entailing a drop  The slogan of the people on this
in the demand for consumers’ goods  occasion must be, “Make the Rich
as well, since the workers in these in- Py
dustries are becoming unemployed.

T ——

As the crisis deepens so will the
At the same time the supply of atiacks upon our living standards
commodities increases, since the new gain in intensity.

and reconstructed factories Begin to  Big inroads have already been
pour goods on to the market, Oyer. made by the subtle methods of in-
production already exists but the direct taxation,
open outbreak of the crisis is delayed
since the capitalists (who never be.
lieve thar the Prosperity phase will

come to an end\ are producing for
stock.

By customs duties, excise duties,
floue-tax, sales tay, wages-tax and a
host of other means, consumers have
been slugged. Nominal wages have
. suffered little, but real wages have

Since Australia does not possess a  been slashed ¢o pieces,
machine construction industry we
must look to the imports of machin-
ety as forming a guide 1o the move-
ment of fixed capital,

i

To_ PUt an end to this insidious
creeping barrage, he people must
unite and royr from office the gov-
CEAMeENts responsible,
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AGAINST JAP AGRESSO
: L. Sharkey

HE Soviet government has come  But the Japanese hav;e pruylesl m:
Tm the aid of the Chinese Repub- unable to conquer Le mehming i
lic with a loan of £28,000,000. This silstam:e. They areimu e,hau;ﬁd;
is only a fitst instalment. This ioa‘n cl:allyh:::l 1:::??,1 ',1110’:, 7L 15

i a very significant part in  they i ;
:l\l:_l sl;‘j;’mm i.nythngrien:. i killed and wounded in the Chinese
There;la grl:“:"e Sk wa"tf:he Japanese now want quick re-
Ea_}‘f: J;;nal;es:e military-fascists, sults and fhey ..1;;:1( tw i’l:.tfehambeﬁdmth
blockading Tientsin, outraging ]_3;%(- lain for aid. : fe:r‘:he i |
ish subjects and bombing British to cease suppor! e
A e demanding far-reach- rency. That means tna 5 o
.Smpffin.gl i in British policy. The cease trading with the mestem‘
(1{1 2 1b:r%:15n policy, in the Sino- the currency of the Ch;neseO;go:hgir
J;r:;es-c struggle, has by no means meat, but, mste:d,sc:q::hc S
-en pro-Chinese; like that of Men- business transaction i e
h_““ T?-C has ) d Japan as a less currency estal.) ishe y i
s g" R e 1 R Japanese with the aid of the puppe!
“triend. J

S on money-bags, the rea 1nese ernment traitors, est-
t Chines gave n of e
1 London ¥ L | 1

li hey demand
power behind Chamberlain, aimed to alﬂlﬁhffdd.b)’ (:‘l:::n:;E t;i £};{],000,000
share the spoils with the Japanese the han ] I

essors.  Their idea was to sterling, it is e b 1the i
Z’i‘j‘irdfschina into “spheres of influ-  silver dollars _hedumy i
ence”’; the North for the Japanese, I:uan'kmg 2 ;ﬂsc};f;dsh e
the South for the British. The Brit- Chma_. :far B g . will
ish imperialists believed that ex- adopting, a e
hausted Japan would be unable to l?t _‘heﬂ"l: ‘}: ol

upply the financial strength neces- tiations, t a.th » i
:;‘)1_3 )Eor the exploitation of China t:lal:wnd;n (‘w;cof i e
and that they would be able to step tf; e::cuﬁgon, s @ grave one.
:n'The British imperialists desired, It is in the middle _of i::c;uﬁ
above all, to direct Japanese aggres- siu{ation that the i(:vli:t 3
sion towards the Soviet Uniull?, inac- Chinese g:hvmm“ thee Pt M
cordance with the policy of “pulling ,I; e::er:dd m.mlm .

the chestnuts out of the fire.” xon

The British, therefore, calrr_ly al- a !
lowed Japan to seize Manchuria ;:nd T‘mg b)' il
to begin wholesale a war on China. the Chinese
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g h essors will
5 . . . ia. The Japanese aggr 1
sult in a stiffening of the attitude of ~golia 1 3 fel:te N e

the British government ag’i‘“s' beh:;';::ﬁme the “southward drive”
Japan, and is also strong backing ressors continues
For the action of President Roosevelt ~of the Japanese agg

#i 4 : ; ith full force. A recent despatch
in his announced policy of ending wit . hE Tadl
the American trade agreement with from Barawa_, Dute ast Indies,
Japan. emphasises this as follows: ;

The Soviet loan has an immense  Details of Japanese plans for :
moral and political value for the continuation of the ",Sedjer Offemi\‘}e.
Chinese Republic at this critical against the democracies in the Pacific
moment when it is in danger of be- are now available here. They in-
ing the victim of a new “Munich” clude:
at the hands of Chamberlain. 1. The seizure of further strategic

The Loan is not the only assistance  islands;
rendered by the Soviets to China. 2. The establishment of a new
The roads through Chinese Turke- aitline, which, though useless from
stan and Quter Mongolia are open a1 commercial point of view, has im-
and supplies are reaching the Chin- portant military significance; and
ese. The Japanese are desperately
trying to close these gateways, among
other things, by their attack on
Outer Mongolia. They are being
sevecely mauled for their pains by
the Mongolian Peoples’ Army, rein-
forced by the Red Army. The as. At the same time it is clear thar
sistance to Mongolia is in accord- all the Japanese moves up to the
ance with the treaty of mutual assist- anenc have been carried out ac-
ance with the Soviet Union; it clearly 9"4ing t0 a carefully worked out
shows the Soviet government, unlike plan in collaboration with the two
others, is prepared to fulfill all ob. °ther aggressor powers,
ligations made to other countries,
The Japanese aggressors, despite all
manner of threats of using their
Navy, find that, unlike Britain and
France, the Sovier Unjon cannot be

bluffed into betrayi
; ying the cause of troops, were reported j L

Peace and international law, of the north Sr.m.stE olfn gﬁt"ﬁcm:tg
ch an

Thus  another Ja & A i
panesc “un- Australian New Gy
declared war” (whilst it is true the i

It is now establ; i
mai_n forces are not engaged), is event of war the ]uhed e
raging along the Outer Mongolian occupy the, ks
and Manchukuo frongiers against o

the Soviet Union and Outer Mon-  barke,

3. The development of a wide-
spread espionage and Fifth Column
netwotk in Dutch East Indies, Brit-
ish North Borneo and Australian
New Guinea.

At the time of the Czechoslo-

vakian crisis last September, a Jap-
anese naval unit,

large cruiser,
and transport

consisting of one
several torpedo-boats
carriers, complete with

_ se intend to
l:slands immediately.
toops which were not disem.
d during the September crisis
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have now been unloaded in South Simultaneously with th;'u mw;a;
China the Japanese are developing 2 ;3
The significance of the Japanese reaching netw?rk oF_ pr;'.:[.mgn;::Ch
move is clarified when it is realised agents az:xd espmn;:gehm the
that important petroleum deposits l:,alst %dms .anc! ch W ;:“ M |
i ia, it has
ist in North New Guinea and also n Batavia, veale .
::;:I:::h uBl-.:)mco. the Japanese have ﬁl}anced L nzxnnd
After the occupation of the islands ber of mpor’tra;:t E‘:.,l:l’}to‘;‘:;,: oy
of Hainan and Spratley, Japan does newspapets. e d ; bk
not intend waiting for the outbreak nesian department o % hassem:.b:m
of war before occupying another im-  cial A;ota E::lsg aoiec :; g
1t i . exposed as
portant position, the island of MNat ];i e “cﬂ?dy
bought up one of the biggest print
iti i ia for the Japanese.
clocki from the British shops in Batavia 3
UUCkl“‘ﬁl::' et;ot;fe g’}?i‘na Sea. It Heisalso behind the ‘jna.nglr:g of a
wonlae o imi th news-
would form a very useful connecting number of similar deals wit
i i apers. :
link between Spratley and Hainan P ) b
for the Japanese. Its uccupa:ior; In Smf?:::f? iai:mming o am:
1 newspape!
would allow the Japanese line o ws e
communications to extend right down Bf;ﬂh PFDP;IE;:C‘:; h::d C:;; i
a Shhadhore forti- are ?:;[sa: activi in Australia as in
At present the island is not Torti- et e m
.. the Dutch Indies. Tet
fied. Tn the hands of the Japanese g
it would constitute a bigger danger g‘;"ﬂ“m;ﬂ:s‘:‘:'::;ﬁl:tﬂ: I[)—Iui(l'lgs,
Lan the occupation either of Haman s SOSEEREIE . g
S 1 it to investigate and stop the activi
Dr?ﬁrat t_z)'i.‘ being constructed is of fascist agens within the c’oun::hyl;
e airline : s g
Fnati REat f The ]apane&e_ repa ‘
pnlmanly £ ma;nitc:ﬂm:he }Iltn esm‘:]. totalitarian war, in conjunction with
military commu § i
nects Yokohama with the Isllandsc_f theY‘::lihg et
Palao. It forms a line passing Sat- i
p:n one of the Marianen Islands, ipltl?aoilil:daj;:rejewm& -
; 1 1 ral 3
closest point to the United States, skttt alliog ]ap;n
Guanl'l. £ ¢ German posses: 2 friendly power, Ealthow;}i}:u : a!:
me
_::‘ al?l'a:da;;l after the war to patently preparing for a
sion,

i rempt on this country. .
Japan, is only a short distance from AR
Dutch New Guinea. Also a journey L inoas

of less than two hours would bring on pn:)vudmg I:heW iipan mdunsm.
a plane within striking distance of with iron ore, wool : nthe!

the rich Borneo oil wells at Tarakan w;r hm:;]::l:bum .
and Balikpapan. whidl “de

una. :
It is directly north of Singapore,
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not hesitate to make a new trade
agreement which allows the entry of
lnzge quantitics of cheap Japanese
rubbish into Australia. The profits
from this will be used by Tokyo to
purchase bombs to murilate Aus-
tralian citizens.

The Menzies government does this
at the moment that the American
government foreshadows a trade
Lreak with Japan, when the Soviet
government increases its aid to
China. Chamberlain, in the British
House of Commons, states that be-
fore taking economic reprisals
against the Japanese, he must “con-
sult the Dominions.” Menzies has
already given his cowardly answer,
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to appease the Japanesc.

The Australian people, however,
in full sympathy and support of the
hetoic Chinese struggle and in full
sympathy with the Soviet and Mon-
golian troops resisting aggression;
spurning the policy that has led to
barbarous outrages on British people
at Tientsin, will continue to demand
the breaking-off of trade relations
with the aggressor, in line with the
United States’ attitude and thar of
the Soviet Union.

The Australian people, boycorring
Japanese goods, demands the exten-
sion of the Anglo-Soviet-French
to the Pacific, bringing in the
port of the United States.

HARVEST

Gold weds Steel
In cracked Cathedral walls
While Bomber-Bridesmaids Drone.

The word-stapt Mouth
Broken;—Awet with Blood
Gapes in Silence.

Green Apples fall
s Ripz:{a from the Trees

For SPfiNg is Bi‘ack_

Tear-Watered,
Are Sown with

By foied o

T T,
t Cl 5 Mill
Rl through te Rich Earth
: WM rgeon and Multiply,

And man-manured Fields,

Shrapnel-Seed.

on-Sprouted

—FRANK Ry AN,
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Gordon

“THE relative surplus popula-
tion exists in every possible
form. Every laborer belongs to it
during the time when he is only
partially employed or wholly unem-
ployed. In the factories properly
so-called, as in all the great work-
shops, where machinery enters as a
factor, or where only the modern
division of labor is carried out, large
numbers of boys are employed up
to the age of maturity. When this
term is once reached, only a small
¢ continue to find employ-
in the same branches of in-

nu

ment
dustry, whilst the majority are regu-
larly discharged. . . . That the
natural increase of the number of
laboters does not satisfy the require-
ments of the accumulation of capi-
tal, and yet all the time is in excess
of them, is a contradiction inherent
to the movement of capital irself.
It wants larger numbers of youth-
ful laborers, a smaller number of
adults.”

Thus wrote Karl Marx over fifey
veats ago in volume 2 of “Capital.”
Today, with the indications of the
development of a fresh capitalist de-
pression, with increasing unemploy-
ment figures, increasing dole recipi-
ents and political crises arising out
of the difficulties of dealing with
the problem, public attention is
again concentrated upon unemploy-
ment. :

In particular during the past few

months special attention has been
paid to nhr-grhﬂmnfaw

gt
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youth. As the result of .
by unemployed organisa m
unemployed youth and youth gen-
erally, public and governmental at-
tention has been directed to the un-
employed youth as a particularly
urgent matter requiring immediate
investigation.

During July a conference of
statisticians, labor department offi-
cials and other experts representing
the Commonwealth and State gov-
ernments was held in Melbourne.
Various proposals were adopted, in-
cluding the suggestion of uniform
legislation regarding the propor-
tional employment of youths in in-
dustry and the setting up of par
ticular organisations to investigate
the problem of youth unemploy-
ment and the possibilities of the
shorter working week.

Parallel with these developments
there has been set up in New South
Wales a Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee to investigate the problem of
juvenile unemployment. Evidence
is being taken from government offi-
cials, youth organisations, repie:
sentatives of the church, etc, while
the Labor movement, political an
industrial, is making special prepas

rations to present a tho




‘moment public atten-
been smnm?d upon this
aspect of the unemployed problem
that the presentation of an effective
case before the committee may be
a prelude to a nation-wide campagin
for the improved treatment, not only
of unemployed youth, but of the
unemployed problem generally.
Already authoritative statements
by such people as the Federal Asst.
Minister for Supply, Mr. Holt
(who opened the Melbourne Youth
&8 Employment Conference) and Mr.
l;[ Richardson, the N.S.W. Minister

for Labor and Industry have
recognised the effects of increased
mechanisation in regard to this
problem. Mr. Holt has said that,
ll, “with the increasing mechanisation

; of industry, thousands of youths

f were thrown on to the scrap-heap at
21 years, when they were entitled to
adult wages” Mr. Richardson has

i a.dmitl:ed that “increased mechanisa-

f i tion had created 2 tendency to re-

: place adult male labor with youths
and gitls who could work the
machines just as easily.”

However it is realised that more
Fhan amiable phrases are necegsa
if this problem is to be tackled in
a concrete manner, and the main
onus must fall upon the working-
€lass movement as a whole if any
effective action is to resylt,

The latest comprehensive figures
available, those taken from the Com.
mumyealth Census of 1933, show

alx:a't in N.SW. in that year, of the
~ total 177,052 unemployed, 74853

between the ages of 15 and 24,
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‘ar differenc stages, it is important
to observe that of the total age
group 14-24, 25.7 of the employee
group were unemployed. This cor-
responded almost exactly with the
percentage of unemployed through-
out industry as a whole, which at
this time was 25.6.

On the other hand unemployment
in the emp[oyee age group, 14-19,
was 23.5 per cent. and in the age
group, 19-24, 28.3 per cent., thus
giving statistical support for the
common observation that young
workers were being put off as they
reached the adult stage.

Further figures taken from the
1933 census indicate that of the rotal
age group, 15-19, 55 per cent. belong
to the employee group, of whom
13.9 per cent. were receiving school-
ing. The total number in this age
group receiving education amounted
to 33,958, of which a great majcrity
would be of the ages 15 and 16,

Frolm the figures given, of those
reaching 14.15 in this particular
Year it is possible to deduce that
there  were approximately 7
children between the ages :f 140’31:’3
.16 fequiring to be absorbed mto
industry this year,

: These figuers coincide with the
gures supplied by the Edycacion
€Partment in its latest annual re.

port, W}xii:h gives a figure of ap.

Proximate - ;

ke “di’ :;,E(]O children leaving

Beyond this poin i
T it aF's mt and with re-

general unem-
ployment, the whol woks
- = ole stat] is
Hoh S e stical posi.

remely unsatisfactory,
oo Ainister - for B
claims in hig report that the :cn:tiﬁ
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departmental survey of children the first year of empl i
leaving school each year provides many cases, irrespective of age, up
an accurate estimate of the percen- to 21). i istnvebe
tage of those who obtain employ- The result of such practices is
ment.  On this basis the depart- to produce the worst type of dead-
mental figures show a reduction in end occupation, where inexperienced
the number of children failing to boys and girls are taken on, trained
obtain employment on leaving in about a week in the simple opera-
school from 23.5 per cent in 1933 tions which they will perforn em-
to 13.1 per cent. in 1937, ployed for a single year, and then
The Education Department’s dismissed, to be replaced by others
figures are based upon statements without previous experience. [nder :
of children about to leave school these circumstances the organisa-
and they cannot be taken as con- tion of these low-paid youths (in
clusive. Tt is hoped that it may be some cases youths of 19 and 20
possible to obtain returns from a drawing 16/6 a week) has come to
sufficient age “sample” of the popu- be regarded by many of rhe. urions
lation to check these estimates. as oo expensive a proposition to
justify the effort involved. Tl\iinS
a question, quite apart from the
Pacliamentary Select Commitee,
which requires the considered atten-
tion of the trade union movement. [ ]
In making a preliminary approach
to this problem of juvenile unem-
ployment, it is necesary to recog-

Again from the point of view of
industry, there is need for a great
deal more collated information than
is at present available. While in
the skilled trades and in certain
other industries, awards provide for
a fairly rigid regulation of the pro-
sortion of apprentices or juniors to  LSallceE
trac]l:smen, zid seniors, Jin many ise two basic principles:
branches of industry, particularly in (1) That the problem of the un-
the manufacturing groups, no such employed youth is only a part of
regulations exist, and the position 15 the larger pmb{em. nf‘ unemploy-
well nigh chaotic. ment under c?plta.ilst mdciusl:tymlT ,

In fact it is regarded by many of 2 problem which A .fun mc?:inny
the union officials concerned as be- insoluble urlder i e L
ing almost hopeless of solution. but for‘wh":h mmedal!ew_at:;n ma}:

Tn industries where the proportion B2 obtained by a determined cam

of juniors to seniors is as high as P318M ; .
eight in every ten, advantage ia (2) No sausfactory improvement

taken of the laxity of award pro- of the youth unempl‘?m
visions to sce that the greatest pos- as such can be obtained at
sible number of youths employed pense of adult
ate those which will draw the mini- rules out for
mum rate, iec.. the rate provided for ri_m'l
a youth without experience during dilus
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ing from this basis, it ap-
hat there are five main
along which the problem
&!}?ﬁ‘ﬂppmachcd: !
':’H) ‘The question of the shorter

working week.

~ (2) Raising the school leaving
age, with an allowance to a
parent until the youth reaches
the age of 16.

(3) The problem of retirement,
which is involved in the
wider problem of a genuine
scheme of social insurance.

(4) The regulation of the pro-
portions of youths to adults
in industry, which must in
most cases provide for cer-
tain proportions at the differ-
ent ages from school leaving
until 21, if any genuine im-
provement is to be effected.

(5) The problem of child labor,
which links up with the rais-
ing of the school age and in-
volves a tightening of exist-
ing legislation and a rigid de-
termination to prevent any
large-scale breaches of what
is prescribed.

_ With regard to the shorter work-
ing week, it is clear that increased
mec anisation, with the economy in
!j?[?"F_;.P‘.,’T""“ involved, is steadily
reducing the avenues of employment
open to the rising generation. In
"M’N&P‘S o NSW., for ex-
. where “ﬁgix avail-

can be show that only six
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been taking place in most other in-
dustries. The only correction to
this tendency would be a shorter
working week.

With regard to the extension of
the school leaving age, it is clear
that the initial result of raising the
school leaving age to 16 would re-
duce the numbers of those seeking
employment for that year by ap-
proximately 70,000. This step, if
linked with a wider adoption of a
proportion of juniors to adults in
industry, would have a healthy reac-
[iDn. upon Employﬂ]erﬂ: IJU t17 0 {
youths and adults for the time |
ing. It is calculated that the cost
to the government of the raising
of the school age to 16 would be
£500,000, including the provisior! of
endowment for the youths attending
schaol, and there is a growing body
of public opinion which favors the
3d0pti0rl of this proposal.

-

For the rest, apart from such re-
!'u:f as would be provided by mak-
ing general che provision of paid
annual holidays, by providing that
the technical training of employed
youths be undertaken in the employ-
er’s time, the only other solution
offering to increasing youth employ-
ment is by the introduction of a
wider programme of public works.

The problem is not 2 simple one,
but to the extent that the Select
Committee can be used to direct ar

tention to the nroblem involved it

il Ee possible to |
the adyances, ay a basis for fur-

5 obvious it
EVen more tha

régard to youth,
0 with regard to
BEnexally, that this is a

éiﬂ‘&:&ﬁh& borne by
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L. Jamieson"

IT seems strange to me that a
“Review” writer should deal with
the question of “Science, Society and
Social Change” as Carroll Clark did
in April, without so much as men-
rioning the dialectic.

This is important for the reason
that we live in the period of prole-
tarian revolution, the epoch of the
dialectical method, the most truly
significant “scientific method” (the
theme on which Comrade Clark
concentrated) .

Comrade Clark says “Science has
always been influenced by and an
influence on its social environment.”
Quite true, but a statement accept-
able by many not dialecticians.

The “scientific method,” he asserts,
is “based on experiment and logic.”
In case we assume that this means
Marxist logic, let us note that he
continues: “Next we deduce con-
clusions from this hypothesis,” thus
coupling experiment with deductive
(formal) logic.

This “scientific method” is not,
however, Marxist; the Greek scien-
tists of antiquity coupled deducrion
with experiment, and yet svere not
provided with a weapon with which
to destroy class society.

It is only when the productive
levels of society are transformed by
capitalism that the problem of re-
vising the above “scientific method”

presents itself. Previously, science

deals in mechancs, and the difficulty
raised for the formal logicians b?t%‘e
problem of movement is ovetcome
by denying movement.

The demands of a commercial-
capitalist production easily annihil-
ated feudal alchemy, and at the very
outset Uf (hgm‘lstfy the inttrpentra- //
tion of quality and quantity became
apparent. Growing capitalism breeds
such “contradictions” by the legion,
and in the epoch of imperialism,
science becomes characterised by
them, and then appears the “crisis
in science,” which is the “scissors”
of the reactionary meraphysics so
necessary for imperialism and the |
dialectical facts of the expansion
of knowledge, which bourgeois
“science” vainly endeavors to ram
into the old philosophical frames.

At this point, the examination of
light, electricity and the interior of
the atom exhibits the “discrepancies™
of the wave-corpuscle conflict, of £

quantum theory (the "ooncradin:ﬂ‘on" R
of interruptedness and continuity) ;
and so on ad infinitum.

This philosophical chaos is nof
mentioned by Comrade Clark in his
list of the immediate ca

of
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and materialist dialectic.

This catastrophe is perhaps best
known to the common man in the
shape of the idealist offensive of the
Jeansians, and the conseguent emer-
gence of a whole school of Commun-
ist scientists in opposition, as exem-
plified by some of the illustrious
names mentioned by Comrade
Clark.

Comrade Clark makes a mechan-
IEF trtars when he pemarks: It
(science—L.J.) cannot itself make
social change—the community has
to do that—but it can demonstrate
the need for that change, and in-
fAuence the form of it.”

To begin with, we must consider
“the community” in the Communist
sense: not as a set of contemplative
beings, but as social-historical man
in action, in production, as a dialec-
tically unified practical-ideclogical
creature. Science is that part of our
theoretical-practical activity which
corresponds to reality: to qualify,
insofar as we successfully grapple
with the real world are we scientific.

Science, as meant by Carroll
Clark, appears to be of the Feuer-
E:achi;m, contemplative variety, as be-
g g ppstem of idea-reflections of
the “external” world. He appears to
_de science an active role in mak-
ing social change: it has an external,

as he says, merely “influential” ex-
istence.

It is this external, atomistic
mutual relationship of science, com-
munity and social change as ex-
pressed in these two points (a formal
logical “scientific method” and a
contemplative science) that con-
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stitutes the essential mechanism of
Comrade Clark’s approach.

It has been truly said that the
conflict of mechanism and idealism
discloses their internal kinship, and
peculiarly enough, Carroll Clark
gives the whole (the community) a
qualitative uniqueness (the pro-
ducing of social change) which does
not permeate its part (science),
which merely “influences” from with-
out this copyrighted activity of the
community-whole.

Again he states: “Although fun-
damentally the misuse (by others
than scientists—L.J.) of these crea-
tions of science is the fault of the
SDCial and ECUHUmiC SYS(L‘I\‘,‘ sclen-
tists should nevertheless have known
better than to assume, as many of
them apparently have, the existence
of an ideal system: they should at
least have made some effort to in-
fluence the form of that system.”

Here again is displayed the other
side of the mechanist medal in an
eclectical conception of freedom, in
which its dialectical integration with
necessity is neglected. The scientist
is given the ability to do things
which he did not do; the fact that
they were not done, however, shows
that it was not possible for the
scientists to do them; the freedom
of their actions in the sociological
sphere was curtailed by the necessity
of their individual and general social
hac.kgmunds and  environments
which led them to a failure of th;
fuilest. possible appreciation of
necessity at the given time. Since
our frt_:e_dom is a direct ratio of our
recognition of necessity (actuality),
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such an inevitable lack of recogni-
tion involves a similarly inevitable
vestriction of freedom.

One last point: Comrade Clark
describes the Middle Ages as a
period in which “reaction held al-
most undisputed sway.” This is
incorrect. Pre-capitalist feudalism
was, excepting its period of conflict
with capitalism, a progressive sys-
tem. Its supreme achievement was
the creation of history’s first really
revolutionary class, the bourgeoisie.
In the process, feudalism replaced
the shattered economy of Roman
slave-imperialism and spread far be-
vond Rome’s confines, creating a
vaster unitary economy and bringing
much closer the historical dissolution
of class society.

The apparent “reaction” in cul-
cure and the low productive levels
of mediaeval life are primarily the
necessary external indices of a system
which demanded stable but not very
efficient production as its first pre-
mise. Obviously the labile, material-
ietic philosophies of merchant-Greece
were not compatible with feudal
economy, which was, however, the
unavoidable bridge from slavery to
capitalism and therefore intrinsic-
ally progressive.

Again, a system which under the
aegis of Albertus Magnus and
Thomas Aquinas, won the philoso-
phical heights of making Aristotle’s
matecialism respectable in a theo-
cratic world, of sketching the in-
terpentration of form and content

and of dialectical evolutionary"

theory in rudimentary outline,
should not be stigmacised as
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reactionary.

Nor must we forget that Greek
philosophy was kept alive in the
Middle Ages firstly in inverted
(criticised) form in Europe and in
positive form under the free agrarian
economies (a) of Persia, and (b)
of the Moslem Empire. The emer-
gent capitalist system took up all
these elements and transfigured
them in the fire of its own furnace.

The point is that no economic
system can be called reactionary, al-
though the closing phases of every
exploiting economy must of necessity
be marked by reaction; to assert
otherwise is to be undialectical.

As Engels put ic: “This same un-
historical conception prevailed also
in the domain of history. The
Middle Ages were regarded as a
mere interruption of history by a
thousand years of universal barbar-
ism. The great progress made in
the Middle Ages—the extension of
the area of European culture, the
bringing into existence of great
nations, capable of survival, and
finally the enormous technical pro-
gress of the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries—all this was mnot seen.
Consequently a rational insight into
the great historical interconnections
was made impossible.”  (Ludwig
Feuerbach, Part IL.)

To conclude. Marxism, consider-
ed as an objective fact, is a social
movement:~ It is also often
as a science. Both statements are
correct, and reflect the Marxian
canon of the interpenetration of
ject and object, which in
rise to the Communist
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the active role in social change

ideological  categories,

scientific thought.
Marxism as a science has done

more than “influence” social change:
it has built a new world in the Soviet
Union and opened up the first chap-
ter in the history of real humanity.
Marxist science has as its “scientific
method” the dialectic, which must
replace and incorporate formal, de-
ductive logic as the accomplice of
experiment and hypothesis, as the
guide to action. Haldane himself
has stressed the help given him in
rﬁe field of physiology by the dialec-
tic: its experimental value in eluci-
fiating truth is recognised by leaders
il every branch of scientific thought
it both capitalist and socialist worlds
taday.

As a guide to action, dialectic has
the advantage over deductive logic
that it is based on the internal plus
external, and not merely on the ex-
ternal, relationships of processes. It
1s consequently infinitely nearer the
truth, and in experiments relating
to hyper-mechanical theories, reduces
considerably the number of :riai-and—
EfOr attempts in the testing of a
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of all given hypothesis, together with the
including _ possibility of error in a given trial,

We must not imagine that the
action of science in society is con-
fined to the “sacial sciences”—far
from it; the active role of the crisis
in mathematics and psychology is as
mecl.lnd in many ways, for the
mathematicians and psychologists, as
economic crisis is for the worker,
and both crises have the same ulti-
mate social roots and results. At
the same time as the upheaval in
science influences society (in produec-
ing in part the leftward swing of
many scientists), society, by ason
of the Marxist and fascist theory
and practice created by capitalism,
influences the views and actions of
scientific men.

: This eriticism is to be understood
In no wise as an attack on Comrade
Clark, but simply an attempt to elab-
orate on, and in some measure cot-
2 Rl e T at my attempt-
okl pto{ee ll‘lfcorrect, and/or
have committed 5:‘_0 o
istakes,

(All italics are mine.—[.].)
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NEW INDUSTRIAL GROWTH
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

THE importance of the new in-
dustries now being established
in South Australia is mot widely
realised in the working-class move-
ment.

These developments promise to
have an important effect, not only
on class relations within South Aus-
tralia, but also on national policy
and Empire trade relations.

The Adelaide “Advertiser” of
June 21 reports: “Australia’s chal-
lenge to British steel manufacturers
continues to be discussed at Shef-
field, where some experts are less
anxious than others, because they
consider that the disparity in the
British and Australian prices is only
a few shillings in Australia’s fayor.”

On the same day, the Australian
Trade Commissioner in U.S.A., Mr.
L. R McGregor, in a speech at
Toronto, spoke of “the tremendous
impetus given to manufacturing by
recognition of the need of actively
equipping the dominions for de-
fence. Saturation point for the in-
vestment of overseas capital in Aus-
tralian manufacturing was by no
means reached. Industrial develop-
ment was attaining a point where
goods valued at £10,000,000 now
being imported could be made in
Australia.”

Until very recently, the growth
of secondary industry in South Aus-
calia has been very slow, much
slower than in the Eastern states.

In 1927, there were 1807 factories

in S.A., employing 41,075 hands.
During the crisis, the number em-
ployed in factories fell to abour
23,000 and in 1933 it had risen only
to 33,497 employed in 1803 factories.

A more rapid growth tock place
in the next two years, and in 1937,
40,710 workers were emplcyed in
1916 factories.

These figures disclose that
although there were 109 more
factories in 1937, 363 less workers
were employed than in 1927.

However, by 1937, 44.39 per cent.
of the factory workers were em-
ployed in concerns employing over
100 workers, and the increased
mechanisation had raised the powers
of the S.A. factories from 187,648
H.P. in 1927, to 256,123 H.P. m
1937. .

One sharp contrast is apparent.
Production of ironstone in 1927 was
586,652 tons, valued at £674,649.
By 1937, this had been raised to
1,866,414 tons, valued at £2,146,376.

(Now about 200,000 tons a month.)

The iron ore is of a very high
quality. Moreover, no costly min-
ing processes are involved. The ore
is simply blasted from the sides of
Tron Knob and Iron Baron, two
mountains of ironstone. It is because
of the huge, high-quality ironstone
deposits that new, large-scale indus-
trial development is to take place in
South Australia. :

The increased production of i
stone has strengthened

LT
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of the BELP. in South Australia atteaction of industry to South Aus.
a.nd in recent years a strong con- tralia.”
sistent campaign “to develop South ~ The most important develop-
Australian industry” has gathered ments centre round the B.H.P. at
Srengih, Whyalla. There the erection of a

To atrrace industry, the govern- Dblast furnace has begun, and the
ment of South Australia has given construction of wharves is well un-
valuable concessions to the big der way. In addition to the blase
monopoly concerns. The BH.P. in furnace, rolling mills will be erected
1937 obtained ~a monopoly of the and a £4,000,000 tinplate works is
xﬂ ore ﬁdfepuslts of the State for foreshadowed. It is likely that ship

next fifty years, and the govern- yards will also be built in the vicinity
nhenc is building a pipe-line to Why- of Whyalla.
alla to convey the waters of the  Actually, th industri
M : y, the new industries at
ce;irray fft]gn;{ Morga.n_t_o this new Whyalla presage a bolder and more
C]l;e of B.H.P. activities. far-reaching export policy by the
eap factory sites have been B.HP. Alread {

e e b BELR ready, because of the

B e e L b;,: s-  high quallt){ of the S.A. iron ore,

o i ube Invest- and the easily worked coal deposits

(with which the Cham- of N
berlain family is connected) at Kil s e e DHP
SRt e at Kil-  able to sell steel cheaper than Bri-
,000 from the State sur- tish or Ameri : %

plus of £130,000 for 1937.8 has I 10 i i

been made available to underwrite Eﬁt dO,HY e b o in

a new cellulose company, in which e o

E. W. Holden, MIL.C.. is the dti s

ing force. 2 i

port steel on a bigger
i ;C'ale" to export larger quantitics gof
i . | Pig iron, and at th i
b::: :idltlsn, taxation policy has exclude the Welsh t?ns?Te i
it c::e to the advantage of from the Australian :'Ea]: et
vantage ofm fni:}[es, o to the disad- It is clear, then h g
5, S c%npames d:mc[ the ments ar W‘hyaﬂ o ?[r o
: 5 e iy viyalla will seriously in-
eatners in 19 i A s
ki (£53;; 5;5;{ mzre in direct Australif o[;t::s,r_ nl‘:t (I’:dy o
i A than compa- e '8t throughout ¢
?EQB;I:]%OP}’%F&W holders combirid cht:mwealth s AUStraliga. k.
.000) . ef sections of th, i
- € i
wThus Soflth Australia has be- Sﬂlis rFallSe this quite weﬁﬂpltaNhst
me a veritable paradise for ¢y 1ly will overseas markets Eor Auot
5

ig monapol tralia’s pri
opoly concerns,  Workers, The Bs.gl;m:i::r:ducm be affected.
W, 0 control the tin-

farmers, small busi
s usin
smaller manLIfﬂCtur::: P::EPIEI,) f:he plate marker e :
Li“]? thoroughly explc;ited by el:[l-lg :;” seriously agec:str?a and this
eral government (e both fapmi Wide interests,
to finance “the Ty ing :::L man;facturing_

/ on, President of

the Commonwealth Jam Preserving likely to lose jobs through increased
auc? Condiment Manufacturers’ As- mechanisation of industry nnd«
sociation, in opposing the granting through the further weakening of
of a tariff for tinplate, said that the position of agriculture. More-
“his organisation feared the creation over, at least a percentage of the
of a virtual monopoly in the local men for the new works will have to
manufacture of tnplate without be brought from other States and
adequate safeguards for dependent probably a good number of unem-
industries. With the granting of 2 ployed will come from Newcastle,
tariff a grave danger would arise Port Kembla and other centres, seek-
of lack of continuity of supply. ing work.
There was overwhelming evidence  Despite the considerable number
that the proposal of the B.HP. already employed in the new incus-
was not advanced from the national tries, the number of unemployed
Australian viewpoint but simply as  members in the Metal Trade Unions ;
a matter of a new source of profit is higher than it has been for several )
for the BHP. vears. !
The suggestions from the press and
members of the government that ‘
the new industries will solve the
unemployment problem in South
Australia are nothing more than
propaganda to cover the sacrifice of .
the natural resources of the State |
to the wealthy monopolists.
Moreover,  monopoly capital i

(and the BHP. in particular) is
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In the same tariff discussions,
Mr. M. G. Edgell, director ot a
Bathurst (IN.S.W.) cannery said
that the local canning industry was
inseparably bound up with the in-
terests of the man on the land. It
was a vital instrument in securing
effective marketing of Australia’s
fruits and vegtables and other edible

products, particularly in times of
glut. Australian canners under the not likely to tamely submit to the |

proposed tariff would have to buy unionisation of the new works. We
tinplate made by a method which can expect a campaign of provoca-
would possibly soon become obso-  tion for the purpose of smashing
lete. Under such conditions it unionism, and the utmost vigilance
would be difficult to meet competi- and unity on the part of the metal
tion in the world markets. crades workers will be necessary to
Thus, the canning interests recog- guard against this.
nise that a monopoly in the tinplate  The existence of a strong Cane
industey will be to their disadvan-  munist Party organisation in Why-
tage. alla would do much to ensure the
Great promises are being made vigilance of the working class and
of employment to additional thous-  would assist in the work of unionisa-
ands of workers, through the new tion and education of the -
industries,  True, many workers ers, as well as opin;
will get jobs. But many others are for local government
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for better housing facilities, cheap
land for workers’ homes, better
transport facilities, etc.

A stronger Communist Party in
South Australia is a vital factor in
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developing the struggle to improve
the living standard of the people
and to drive from office the reac-
tionary L.C.L. government, the tool
of the wealthy companies.
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"CHINA BIRDS"
L. Harry Gould

(A holiday trip along a by-path of the class struggle.)

MILESTONES IN HISTORY

We Remember Sacco and Vanzetti

HIS month we remember Sacco
and Vanzetti, names which re-

mind us that even in the conditions
of parliamentary democracy the
capitalist class still rules and that
when that class is challenged it ex-
hibits those wicious characteristics
which are inherent in it.

On August 22, 1927, Sacco and
Vanzetti were murdered by the rul-
ing class of the United States of
America for the crime of being so-
cial reformers. The Statue of Lib-
erty became meaningless, the tradi-
tions of justice embodied in the
American constitution were cyni-
cally swept aside in the manifesca-
tion of naked class rule.

Italo-American anarchists, Sacco
and Vanzetti were declared to have
murdered a paymaster. What evi.
dence was tendered, even if truth.
ful and reliable, was completely in-
ac_l:quate, but the jury was inflamed
with “‘forr.ign agitator” propagands
and did the bidding of the capita-

list class.

Subsequently, a world-wi ita-
tion developed. It was cﬁ:rf;sl::-
vealed that the case was 2 frame-
up. Both men were able to estals-
lish by complete alibi thae they were
nowhere near the scene of the hold-

up. The witnesses of the prosecu-
tion were torn to shreds by legal
men.

Sacco and Vanzetti became sym-
bols of working-class protest the
world over against a corrupt rudi-
ciary doing the bidding of the rul-
ing capitalist class. This strength-
ened that class in its determin ition
to admit no guilt for its crime.

Sacco and Vanzetti were anarch-
ists,. They were shown to he of
the “dreamer” type, spurning any
idea of violence, bur the capitalist
class and its propagandist organs
presented them as bIoodthirsrj.rhcri-
pmgl:i; carrying  bombs in their
byT;[;Z n;as:p :,Ei rruthl;ssly _expcsed
widely divergents anl' _W'i“efk"a %
B hpﬂ itica views.

the case in his slas?: m}mf_)l'lal'SEd
“Bﬂston.” The U“:ngf :llnalt.tmi:.llr,
which developed 1;{[ O i

over the world

ma
. naged o save the convicted men
rom the “chaj’

but the capitalise
at length closed on
names go down intg |

4 IStO to-
gether with those of the man;j:)th:r

martyrs j
ter di)'.»n the steuggle for “che ber-

1)

for seven years,
class of America
1ts victims, Their

—— in New Zealand where
Mrs. G. and I spent a shorb
holiday is an odd place. The
decisive section of the community
are mainly retired wmiddle-class
elements, ex-service men, former
civil servants, business people of
varying degrees of ability, wealth
and worldly experience. A dozen
or so hailed from China, indi-
viduals who had worked there as
agents, government officials or in
pusiness on their own account.
had bheen a pilot on the
se, another, a commercial
traveller for 25 years. These
«China Birds” gave the EK—
settlement its distinctive flavor.

of them had saved up some
cash and came to K——to retire;
ove accurately, to put their
1ey in the land and secure a
lihood for themselves and their
children, I learnt that they bought
shares in the settlement while
still in China. A company pro-
moted the scheme, opened up the
land for them, planted the trees,
and so on—all for a price, of
course

The outlook of these people was
conservative, naturally. ’I‘hley were
“respectable and Britis v SLHE
existence of a Labor govemment
seemed to perplex and distress
most of them, If it wasn't a dis-
grace, it was at least certainly
nothing to boast about. All in all,
they were good folk; the type that
fall for fascist propaganda, but
also —and this is the main point of
this article—a _stratum of _the
population which in spite of its
conservatism can easily be won for
Labor.

Intercourse with them quickly
revealed a general lack of any
kind of basic knrwledge, 2 meagl':i
ness of past and present cultur
associations, and an almost total
ignorance of social currents an
forces in China and everywhere
else. Conversation centred around
trivialities, the kind of homes they
possessed in China, tit-bits about
themselves and acquaintances,

trips they made here and there.
The great social upheavals, revo-
lutions and wars in the Far East
seem to have passed them by.
They worked, saved money, had a
good time, and came to New Zeal-
and to “take up orcharding.”

One was not surprised to learn
in that political backwater that
the organiser for the Labor Party
was an ex-Indian army officer and
a vigorous advocate of conserip-

tion.
- .

K- is a quiet, peaceful sort of
place, ideal for a rest or convales-
cence. Life moves along on its
even tenor. Yet, one has but to
poke a finger beneath its placid
exterior to feel the flerce fires of
the class struggle. A

“iWe work every day in the week,
and yet our net earnings for last
year were only £28.” i

The speaker was the wife of one
of the “China Birds.” You could
hear similar lamentations all over
the place. Many talked of walk-
ing off the land, and a few did.
There was something pathetic [
about E—— folk; they didn’t know |
what had struck them. Babes in
the wood. 1 predict that in about
five years time, out of every ren
families, one would be su_ccessful;
this will be because of having more
capital, or better land, or more
farming knowledge, or just good
luck. The second out of the ten
should be able to slt}:w a fa.it.r liy-
ing. The ecircumstances o
rergnaining eight would be depressed
to the low level typical of the sm_al!
farmer everywhere in Australasia:
poor returns, mortgages, harrassed
days and nights, endless back-
breaking work. ol

Just whgt has‘hnppez‘aed?‘

The present economic position in
New zgaland is described in other
articles. Here, the briefest enu-
meration only is possible. On the
positive side, there are a number
of outstanding achievemen! ydl

the Labor ministry, the
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week, restoration of wage-cuts, re-
establishment of all democratic
liberties stolen away by reaction-
ary governments up to 1935, new
housing, social security IegmlatLOI},
guaranteed prices to farmers. It's
rather paltry when compared with
the magnificent triumphs of the
Soviet workers, but very credlta‘ble
for Labor under capitalism. The
Savage government is embarking
upon an ambitious programme of
industrial expansion, to reduce the
country’s economic and political
dependence on Britain, which at
the moment absorbs 80 per cent.
of its exports.

On the reverse side are definite
Symptoms of wavering, of an in-
creasing tendency on the part of
Mr. Savage and his colleagues to
yleld to the threats of reaction, at
home and in Britain. Instead of
relying on the workers and farm-
ers for support and going ahead
resolutely with its programme, the
S_a\*age government have begun to
Eive utterance to Nationalist pol-
Icy on certain vital issues. “Work-
EI's must not expect any more wage
increases,” said Mr, Nash, minis-
ter of finance, now in London to
negotiate a Ioan—on London’s
terms, it is feared. “Workers
must produce more if they wish to
obtain more,” declares the Prime
Minister—flying in the face of a
century of industrial experience,

B = *

_ What I would like to deal with
is the power of big capital as one
observed it in K — jp the eco-
nomic and the ideological Spheres,

Economics. These settlers came
to the place with money, worked
hard, produced much wealth, and
now they are poor. Where did the
money go? Answer: Intp the
hands of land sharks, agents, job-
bers, banking lords, rail bond-
holders, food monopolists, They
pay through the nose for every-
thing. The Colonial Sugar Refin-
ing Co. which has cleared a mi]-
lion net Profit a year since 193¢
has just raised the price on all
sugar products £1 per top, Petrol
costs 2/4 a gallon there’s no reasan

know of why it can’t he sold for
about 9d. And s0 pn. Further
one reads that millions have been
Sunk by New Zealand People |
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ive the small investor hjg
E‘ghﬁice» to set by a store for him-
self. What Marx said in the Com-
munist Manifesto applies  here
also: . .. he s sel upon by the
other portions of the bourgeoigie,
the landlord, the shopkeeper, the
pawnbroker, etc.” Finance-capita]
rivets its shackles on the worker
and small producer in a thousand
ways, illustrating once more the
manysidedness of the struggle for
treedom.

Ideology. But these K- people
are “educated.” Why can’t they
see through it all? Don’t they
know that they are being fleeced
right and left, and that the wealth
they sow is harvested by others?
No, they don’t see, and that
fascist demagogy freque
ceeds with them. The
they are subjected to is ect.
We visited their homes, observed
what they ate, wore a drank,
noticed their enjoyment 1 what
they read. It was easy to see why
they had searcely heard of China’s
Red Army. How politically be-

nighted they are! What did they
read? Take as an example the
magazine section of t ‘New

Zealand Herald.” It's like the
"S‘M.H."Tonly worse, with stories
and reviews of poefry, detective
detion, the “cathedrals of Eng-
land,” and the like. It is mental
pabulum expressly desicned o
maintain them in conservatism
and poverty.

We of the Labor movement must
meet with them, enlighten, train
and re-educate them! We must
implant Lahor ideas in their con-
sclousness, the ideas of the class
i‘truggle. We must give them prac-
-’?31 help!  The warking class can
:fln OVEr even such conservative
soeﬁiet?ltsiheam how much more
oo m‘mrnmrs!a‘;!.vers.g'e run of work-

Here is Labor's test—and oppor-
&Efﬁ}.w- In New Zealand, Ippsay

ithout any hesitation that the

tm lead is given, Mr.
ri%\lr‘age must listen eithgr to the
y m;,ejctlunarles Or to the toilers
e wai;»[.i tountry. There is no
ns;:}::eilsirly In our gwp country.
e hast State election, the La-

ehtwing stupidly ang provo-
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catively raised further barriers be-
tween the two major laboring sec-
tions of the population, There need
be and there must be no such divi-
sion. Unity! Mr. Savage and Mr.
Curtin should say to the farmers:
“We have a policy that will in-
crease wages and provide other
improvements for the workers, and
at the same time give you people
on the land higher returns, less
costs, reduced interest burdens,
and in short, a secure present and
future. But you must stand with
us. We can carry out such a pro-
gramme only by making the mil-
lionaires pay for it.”

Even the K—— patriots and con-
servatives will say, “¥es, go ahead!
Of that I am sure. For after all,

atism is but the conseious
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unconscious reflex of income.
grnd if the Savages and Curtins
won't speak in this vigorous way,
then others must do the speaking
for them!

The second principal lesson is

that in advancing our work for the
United Front and People’s Front
we must not diminish our criticism

of the Rightwing. The reverse,
rather. The achieving of unity
presupposes that bigger and big-
ger sections of the masses are
turning Leftward, and that the
Rightwing are now at a disadvan-
tage. Such criticism (free of sec-
tarian mistakes) will all the more
rapidly weld the unity of the far-
mer and the worker into one
mighty army for the battle against
capital.
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GOLDEN MILE STRIKE

B. Dawson

T this period strikes were in had not been de-registered as the
progress throughout the world. other branches had when they were
:Aht E];m time there were strikes on  absorbed in the AW.U. But the
p,'e' ‘rans-line, CoH’m, Perth, Port A.W.U. did not recognise the C.U
rie and Broken Hill. Kalgoorlie, as a regi d bod :
; s gistered body. The A.W.U.
then, was no exception. It h ;
R : was the members termed the C.LJ. members
e e war—a period of as non-unionists.
t.
~ The erouble in Kalgoorlie had no
direct economic demands—it was not
a fight for wages, or shorter hours,
bue one against the employment of ;
non-];monisrs. No other demand was i
t
PuEar(I,mtard_ . The ballot concluded on October
% v in 19.19 all branches of the >1» 1919 and resulted as follows:
ederated ’Mmﬂ's’ Union through- NGRS W 28R Onlys imven
out the mining centres agreed that the Golden Mile voted Y men in
they would join with the AW.U. Tw i ;
and become a branch of that y o I‘?I S
The militant upsurge throu ?11011. 4 f“"emb@f o et
the world was reflected in Kal - oll;[ mgd? th? newly resurrected Cool-
by the mass demand that all 30'1): ; g]:lf ie Union (Boulder B ranch) and
should be in the union beloword S ec(f)ther § T Twecu
by the majori : nged to  condemned the ball the
jority of mineworkers, »; e
the AW.U, I L
i g ) i
safeahsmf i o i ;ieooff i::?k?;y, _framed for the pur-
s sought o have 5 oo s tmidation and was carried
tegistered in the Star W union  Out by a lot of Bolshevik Th
= ¢ Arbitration ing decided ; e
hdlo:: TEUS the Eastern Goldfields fighe if enc:o e e and
W g i mPloyees and General mi fil 0 efend the
arkers’ Union soy h e ines, the COLDTEE e e
Wy L T e etc., from
Reivi Y. was successful j S
aving the application refuged in The A W.U. S
Beaten in their efforts t .h; e o the setting Jtlﬂ% demtezd H
e <M Bﬁu la:e for the carrying Dutpz committees
and Co. established a brag viand of che ballor, T s couion
Coolgardi a branch of the qy; - The AW.U i
i : i . made it
3 ederated Miners’ Unj duite clear thac | C, i
in Boulder. s Union  ises y, colgardie union-
i Cﬂﬂfgardu Uni 1 ere to be treated
SR8t ST L Brad] SRROT nlon-
- Dradley was then sec-

In view of the intense dissatisfac-
Fion among the workers, the follow-
ing was voted upon: “Are you in
favor of refusing to work dh;ngside

" t taken by the
It was nothing but a

foag.

September, 1939 COMMUNIST REVIEW
retaty, with George Callanan union bers stood by their previous
president. and a mass demonstration was
The returned men, as could be and march made to the Chamber
imagined, were in strong force at Mines demanding an interview.
that time. They were approached huge crowd waited outside whilse
by the AW.U. to determine what union officials conferred with the
attitude the returned soldiers would Chamber. The Chamber would not
take if a strike eventuated. At that budge from its previous decision not
time they were non-commital. Later to discriminate in any way.
they made up for it. The verdict was given to the men
On Tuesday, November 4, the de- and a resolution was carried unani-
cision of the ballot was put into mously that work would be resumed
operation.  All day shifc workers— en Thursday and positively refuse to
and plenty of their cobbers—went to work with non-unionists. :
the mines in the usual way ready with The returned soldiers then came
the cribs to start work. Each man out in their true colours. The Kal-
had to produce an AW.U. ticket gootlie R.S.L. carried the following
and C.U. members were treated as resolutions: (1) That all returned
non-unionists. men stick together and that in all
Stewards of the AW.U. ap- matters the RS.L. comes first.  (2)
This branch of the RS.L. in favor
of all returned men belonging to a l
union, but refuses to have anything
to do with A.W.U. unless it recog-

proached mine managers stating that
unless the non-unionists took out
AW.U. tickets not one man would

start work. The managers stated
that they would not discriminate be- nises preference to returned soldiers.

tween unions or unionists and non- (3) That R.S.L. view with contempt |
the action of the AW.LL and asks
All AW.U. men went home and members to stand by the RSL,
every mine on the Mile was idle. maintaining that returned men
Similar action was taken in the north should be absolved from any respon-
country, but after a few days the sibility in respect to any action taken

stoppage was confined to the Golden by leaders of the A.W.U.
Mile, as all other centres reported According to statements to the
100 per cent. A.W.U. members. press by the reactionary leadership
“The Kalgoorlie Miner” featured of the R.SL., it was no wonder such
the following wires: One sent by resolutions were carried. Prominent
Howell, acting secretary of the CU. in the leadership of the Kalguo:lh
R.S.L. were Messrs. Broadriﬁt!;:l;ﬁ

to Bennet, registrar of Arbitration y
Court, Perth, asking whether his F. Stahl, Fairley, and Axford.
union was registered. The reply:  policies of the Boulder and
C.U. registered September 30, 1908.  goorlie RS.L.'s were poles a
Still on register. the s
Despite this, the AW.U. mem-

unionists.
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self the soubriquet “the war office” would not discriminate between
On the other hand, the Boulder unionists and non-unionists,
] The
Branch of the RS.L. was strongly Kalgoorlie R.S.L. there and then de.
in favor of che A.W.L. cided to offer their services ¢o the
}\Totfu_ng occurred on the mines on  police. Some 280 immediately sign.
Wednesday, November 3, as this was  ed on as special constables and yege
Labor Day, Mass. demonstrations sworn in by W. A. G. Walteps resi-
were held by the workers all over the dent magistrate—a reactionary of the
townsdand tremendous enthusiasm  wors kind, and later removed by the
aroused. : Collier Labor government when j¢
fThursday morning saw thousands took office.
g)c]:__il at t;e fa:nn}zs *“Block” at 7 T‘he returned men, organised gs
¢ in the morning, The meet-  specials, marched to the Palace Hote]
ing w:s quick and lively. It broke and the following was said at the
up and dispersed to every mine to meeting in Hannan Street. Broad
temove the scabs from the mines, tibb: “I have witnes i
S0 el P : e witnessed terrible
as so eftective that the things on the mines today. I had
managers decided to close all mines gone abroad to fight for }f: 4
down. Severa] fights occurred and A li M e
B ustralia and will not be robbed of
- . e secretary of the  the fyicg of vict L
; U Was Just in time to avert 3 must b S ndo R
scab being thrown down a shaf. are e ?atm'amCd el solhg
The “Miner” pointed our that the sc\lc]i[']emte Byl v, The
AW.U. was in no way violent, but  geh,. e deﬂ?at the AW.U,
used every effore to persuade the R;sSE:ife gt wil be 2

men to join the AW :
WU men were in ﬂﬂme}'i.us c'::::: i Kilpatrick “Seeds of discord had
rm:(.f)wn}b1 iu;}s and told to keep ayay pleae:e sown by emissaries from f oreign
0 behalf of the Cham ] i
Mine;, President Hamiltop ::ie Oi A):cford: e
speech about hundp, not fail now, T :
tempting to stop SCastozfd;nm at- for af] loyal citizei:; Wel‘j fighting
Boulder. Hamilton: "Youe gm:; maintenance of fy, pan' fo; rlhc
: it vote: . urity ot the
:E:;HSF CZEEC"PWW Yet you would m‘;hgs’h‘}’wes and sisters,”
CEIDE these men into your yn: -+ otahl: 3
Your similar actj #98E ynion. e able
on . to st :
will frighten sy c;:&f[fﬂkg Hill constable, gwi;p iif’rWard as a special
B8 b0 vy £ of . Did we the rights of Ecin Lam, ta uphold
Hie o  defend democracy?” S of a citizen »
scabs did not stag o Such was the pro
CAW.LU ; ward ap Baicois Paganda put for-
er o faroff dat :rh“me‘ Even in those
: Ys the Bolsheviks were not

Immype fl’um H
Provocatiye sPe::;e & blamed, The

i h of
cost him i life, txafsorsivzzaﬁ;

deem it an honor to

|
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the police in the_ nick of time. and acting in a manner d
By proclamation all hotels on the to the best interests of o
felds were closed—Kalgoorlie pre-  workers, and we form ourselves into
paFed for war. The Perseverance a vigilance committee to protect and
Mm.e beca@e an armed camp. The fight for our workmates. (2) That
5[:{6:(:131. police were entrained there this largest meeting of returned
with rifles and bayonets. A special  soldiers ever held on the eastern gold-
big fitting shop was converted into fields, advise all our returned soldiers
a dressing station. wotking mates to link up with the
The Chamber of Mines refused A.W.U. (3) That we have every
to conduct any further negotiations sympathy for the AW.U. and
with the AW.U. pledge our solid support for the
And now the miners meet. M©Mass union. (4) That this meeting cen-
meeting with 2,000 present heard sures the Kalgoorlie executive of the
their leaders—men like Bradley, R.S.L. for interfering in industrial
Banham, “Bull” and George Cailan- matters.
an, C. B. Williams. Banham, en And so we see the split. Kalgoorlie
behalf of the executive, speke: “This  returned men, very few being minets,
fight is between our union and the on the side of reaction; Boulder, 95
Chamber of Mines. The Kalgoorlie per cent. miners, with the toilers.
veturned soldiers are being duped Provocative marches by the spec-
into taking part in the dispute. Our ials with fixed bayonets were the
union wants the workers to be linked order of the day. The Chamber of
with the A.’W.U. in order to present Mines agreed to pay two-thirds of
a united front, whilst the capitalists expenses of special constables.
wish to see the workers fighting  The union set about the creation
amongst themselves.” The meeting of defence committees and measures
re-affirmed its previous decisions to  to ensure relief. Appeals were sent
refuse to work with non-unionists.  all over Australia and good response
The signing-on of special con- received. The local unions respond-
stables proceeded apace. And this ed and all outback A..WUbr.mchs
despite a promise from the union to responded with rngul:u' ]zvlﬁ.
the police that no procession or de-  Clashes appeared imminent bq_xt
monstration would be held in future. were averted by the sound leadership
were prominent of the miners, who strongly urged

Returned men
among the specials.
Here we have the views of the

Boulder returned soldiers. Five hun- speclals were all armed and carried a
dred carried the following: (1) That distinctive armlet. s

this meeting condemns the action of  Matters took
the Kalgoorlie executive of the RS.L.  all of the worl
as in our opinion they are fighting rested. (The
the battle of the Chamber of Mines was the r

calmness and above all not to fall
for the provocation of the scabs. The
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Sir James Mitchell, Lieut.Governor sent from Kalgoorlie to Perth, a4
of W.A—Nationalist administra- with the exception of George Callay,.
tion.) They were charged: “That an, secretaty of the A.LP, and pre-
you, on November 6, 1919, with sident of the union, all were refyseq
other persons assembled together to  bail. They were also refused bail
rh«:[ n:mber of three or more . . . in Perth when they first appeared be.
and that you then, and there, tumul- fore the magistrate.
lt’l_lc:uslly disturbed the peace.” Such  Mass demonstrations were held in
a;zﬂl;fgtéggids nacx;ne;fas Gi?ﬁ'_ge gerrl; ag;in;t the men being sent o
b an, Goafre 11115, i
Purcell, Stewart, Banham alZ:i 0the, rm ffoS&l' 0}( = 'They
leaci:rs’wer li i hl' were convicted as criminals without
e unde: a:' c Z;g?f I:Vlt the  a trial and those accusing them were
e ey section 64 of the Crim- the loudest-mouthed about the Brit-

Thy ‘;as O gt 151!1 ]I:stice and freedom. At the end

0 the 37

miners, especially when more of those ;ef i ;Emaﬂd. s rh.? appeAred

taking a prominent part in the vari ore’ G magthatc and all 16 were

ous  committees  were arre.:::l;- Rt idor Em.l A6ithe mext o

“Wag” Walters, magistrate, :efused' :::1: a?lf thcel ‘C“mfa[ Gt ER

o il s ; owed in each case.

; est of the pol 4
i a:ll-md 5 eg:r;;e ﬁQn Nm_mmbcr 14, the following
Thousands watched their deparcu[el 5 ﬂlafl otce ilppeared in the “Kal-
from Kalgootlic and the S %;Dr ie vacr : All mines from
sembled a departing troop train for ¢ estonta to Wiluna, with the ex-
the front with the armed specials EP;:{.)H of the Golden Mile, were
Ppresent, st éhg, as all non-unionists had

The discrimination shown  wag iom]i e AWU An application
made evident in Parliament by a r: :j ¢ Asbitration Coure was to be
ade to have the Coolgardie Union

question asked the Attorne
_. y-General, i
viz.: Was he aware thar special con- v o e

stables had been intimidaci assistance were: receivin ifyi
keepm iinahiid imidating store- fesponse. Many | g gratitying
ey lelds even to the ex. especially in B }’l ocal trﬂdc..sm.en,
il el atening to smash shops  ¢he mine, oulder, were assisting
5 CHor rs,

that tl{es: iizridhuglimsts? And Despitesthe f

to carry on whil? e e allond  proy g, d act that the C.U. had
o :15: :n;nu}rls?had been meetingsu“ ’ fgr years—it had held
0 Perth? » had no award, had no
The Perch police adopted 4 cupn. eadquarters, and only revived at

ning manoeuyre 1o : the commenc
avol A ement p
demonstration that Wasc: t]'l;l; mass  Justice Bocttionlt s ;ef thef strike—
at the Central seari © be held bitratigy (e nt of the At-
station. Ourt, l'efusec[ d %
had th i % to deregister
e miners Jeave ¢ Iihty:

Maylands,

s
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was r'-‘ﬂemfl in the intervention of On January 1, 1920, the Premier,
the State Disputes Committee of the James Mitchell, arrived on the field
A.LP. from Perth, which suggested:  to do what he could towards a settle-
That a ballot be taken whether ment. It was arranged that Mitchell
w.nrk be resumed and recognition preside over a meeting consisting of
given to the C.UL, but that a further one delegate from each union having
efforc be made to have the C.U. de-  members employed in the mining in-
Efglstered.” The ISmte Disputes  dustry.
_ommittee was well named s i
time ago when it was called 0:111: w:tﬁ ey . th; il
e setting up of a central com-
graveyard of industrial disputes. mittee to be known as the Industrial
A mass meeting of the AW.U. Reference Committee with a common
rejected the suggestions of the State policy of preference to unionists. The
Disputes Committee, but agreed toa  chief concern of the meeting was the
secret ballot on the following: “That idea of forgerting the past and adop-
consequent upon the Arbitration tion of a policy of working together
Court’s decision relative to this or- for preference to unionists. Mitchell j
ganisation’s (A.W.U.) application announced that he was quite satisfied |
for the deregistration of the CU. with results of conference and left |
and its branches, the C.U. and its for Perth that night. I
branches are for the time being deem-  On this same day, January 1, 1920, |
ed to be a registered body, but this the AW.U. organised a huge de- .
union demands a conference with monstration and sports gathering on i
the Chamber of Mines for the pur- the Boulder recreation reserve. The :
pose of establishing preference to sports were in aid of the children,
and over 4,000 were catered for.
Huge quantities of lollies, cake, gin-
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unionists.”  Voting in favor, 922;
against, 398, If the Chamber of
Mines agreed to this the meeting de-  ger beer were made available and the
cided to resume work immediately.  donation of Harry Boan of Perth
Thus it can be seen that the posi- did much to make the gathering the
tion changed. The dispute resolved success it ulti.mal:.ely was.
itself into one not against the GU,,  The “Kalgoorlie Miner” of Janu-
but one for a struggle for preference ary 2, 1920, announced the decisions
to unionists. Bradley, secretary of of meetings on reports of delegates
the A.W.U., announced that there to conference presided over by
were only 20 non-unionists on the Premier Mitchell_. All unions adnpt-
Golden Mile. ed reports of their delegates wuh!thz
Things by now were more settled.  exceprion of t}lt‘:":-\W-U. ¥
The miners were issued with coupons A mass meeting of the AW.U.
rd reports from their delegares

for relief and nobody went without, hea
m other above conference,

thanks to the response fro e i

unions, especially the AW, v
other parts of Australia. longer to recognise tl



Page 542 COMMUNIST REVIEW September, 1939
Union; that all reference to the in- towards what came to be known as
dustrial committee that attended the special b—— an the mines. Every
conference with other unions, be de- obstacle was put in the way of these
leted from the committee’s report; scabs. Their clothes and boots and
that negotiations be opened up with cribs were tampered with and their
the Chanfber of Mines with a view lives made a misery, so that in many
o returning to wt‘:rk under condi- cases the scabs were compelled to

rgn;‘ !::_reva:[mgA prior to November leave the industry. It compelled the
X is re.solu.tmn was debated by a  home of the scabs—the Kalgoorlie

E:ﬁ n;;elt‘::[m%'I in the B:aulder Town R.S‘.L‘—ro call a special meeting, in
e :: Vemuauanuary.z 3, 1920, and which F. Stahl (now secretary of the
y ca‘rmd. Cleaners and Caretakers’ Uhion,

als’:‘h;] afl:;:::;eg:;g;i ;]:; A\:VU Perth, ani{ a rightwinger) was prom-

e i :!chﬁ :{n- men;, mh iscuss ways and means to

i t},mfu lfhg d: Ez:-f at l‘:d(: rr;leuace.' But the hatred

pu;ation m:; the Chamber that day sent lg::. e

and received a guarantee from the  The Coolgardie Uni sti

P : gardie Union s still

o ie;s :irlr(hewfi:mzl:z;:i I‘Jtll.ll:::s hafted on the Golden Mile, It is still

T e e re erred.l t0 as a scab union and the

: of any hatred is handed d f father

workss concerned in the dispute ; ¢ own from father
On Tuesday, January 6, a mass iso St;n i ‘TOC{HF et
meeting of the A.W.U. heard the Iru'n za Sl}adﬁw oo ong
answ!:r of the Chamber and by a oﬂils' [omI:natEd by 8;lazy Cliquu of
majority vote agreed to adopt the re- ) shr 7 SSiEmaisunding and
port of the deputation to the Cham. 0autwority on the Mile. It still
exists in name only. It has few mem-

ber which meant 1
ot a virtual end of the bers, mostly being shopkeepers and

And so ended : , Persons ineligible to join ¢l

v iy the: K;?gen Ol:[:in: :laeks Tt is utterly discredi;‘]g‘;na:; :i:.i’k[;;
e iners -

3.?5”:5‘ tha heuﬂo}fment i ;Eeon mote as a joke than anything
$ts in the industry. The Un; :

was no doubt beaten iy ; ity But the story of oy
demand. But it reﬂ:cltel;s ?;;Elnal union leaders zhargte:l [;:CE 3 the‘ 2
surge in thousands of 55 BEARGE O the Feiontro] Sipasnn
el T 000 b e ko

e un: — =

what any mining I(}ca[:i‘:; sl:: E}ﬂke S uemesing (:1: al}i’ Fe_brl..lary o
—3 100 per cent. union mwuu Abﬁ called at the tramwa uml;mmts i
mines resumed work on _]anua;:y 10 goorlie, to dem"ﬂsrr:t:a{:o::’rllz Kal-
) : ility to

1920, the impending trja].

W 3 The protest
gl'?xl'dl the r_es’_“mptiﬂ“ of work :I: m'?vcd 'Wlthout dissent rgainst
: was no diminution of hustili:y o madlng of the 16 men 400

mile i
s from their homes to shameful
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%ll'ilel ti?;l t::)e;m::l;‘:l f;; unionism. among the men. The whole
Northmore on Match 3 Dg J;-ls'-’lce e e T
. Keall and rated and Ha passed vehem-
Ross MacDonald e e Chv:mher

onald (now leader of the ent condemnation on the
W.A. Nationalist [U.AP.] Party of Mines. Haynes appealed to the
in the Legislative Assembly) were for jury to remember that the accused
the Crown, and Haynes and Lane were their fellow men. The accused,
for the union. The trial commenced said Haynes, compare more than
after several members of the jury favourably with members of the
were challenged by a demand from Chamber of Mines. The foreigners,
the consented-to jurors that the 10/- who were innocent in this case, were
allowance be increased, as 10/- was brought in for a purpose—to give the
insufficient. The Crown Prosecutor dispute a bad name. Haynes con-
promised to go into the matter and cluded by a castigation of the police, :
the trial proceeded. The 10/- per calling them detectives of the Cham-
day allowance was afterwards in- ber and challenging the Commission-
creased to 12/6 per day. er of Police to bring the police to
: order without the consent of the
And so the trial proceeded. The Chamber of Mines.

press of Perth and Kalgoorlie featur- g0 o o dinem for the
ed protests from every mining Kalgoorlie men was aroused in Perth
centre in W.A. and also the Eastern by the daily transference of the ac-
States. The protests were aimed o d from Roe Street lock-up to the .
against the trial and, in every i~ cprinal Court. Thousands watch- :
stance, a dismissal was urged. ed their departure each day and the
“Black Maria” witnessed unheard of i

i me days.
The trial lasted some days. | eeh day the men left the

“Dicky” Haynes, father of the pre-
sent lawyer Haynes, put up a won-
derful case on behalf of the union.
The following is the gist of his re-
marks: There appears to be one law
for the Chamber of Mines and an-
other for the people. When the
Ttalian and other foreign shops were
destroyed the police took no action
whatsoever, but when the AW.U.
took a stand and the property of the
Chamber of Mines appeared in dan-
ger not only police were sent there
to the *fields, but hundreds of specials
were recruited. The CU. was pam-
pered and fed by the Chamber _fot
the purpose of breeding dissension

lock-up amidst the strains of “The Red
Flag,” “Solidarity,” and other working-
class songs. Nothing could diminish the i
enthusiasm of these stalwarts from the !
goldiields. Even in Barrack Street,
when the “Black Maria” broke down
and the men were forced to march back
to Roe Street, the streets of Perth rang

th their songs to the pleasure of
Perth people.

The lengthy trial came to an end.
Justice Northmore summed up in favor
of the Crown, The jury was absent for
about five hours, but even at the end of
this term was unable to magm& B

To the disgust of N e
others, the jury were discharged and
the case remanded to nmi.&_ e
Court sessions. ©On March 12, the |
acoused were released under bond il
the next sessions. v

the W.A.



 COMMUNIST REVIEW September, 1939

—_————

ve developed under the in:
‘Heroes and Hero ‘Worshi i

15 and desires more §

ntensely than others,
he uncovers new sog
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TAX THE RICH
A Sketch By John Baker

The scene of the sketch i : y oie)
i p[ace}{t dboufce:zrr:. bare except for a chair and, if possible, a
Characters:
Worker.
Judge. A Basic Wage Court Judge.
Girl. A waitress.
Worker: (Enters and places a notice veading "Basic Wage Court” before
the table.)  (Coming forward to the front right.)
Comrades! Tonight we give you a picture of a Court . .. a
Basic Wage Court.
J"dg"-: (Has entered (o sit at the table. He bebaves very pompour[y
throughout.)
Worker: (Continuing) :
See! There’s the Judge.
Did someone out there say he looked hard encugh for an Arbitra-
tion Court? Well, you're dead right about that ole guy. His
heart’s as hard as his face. Now comrades! though this is a Court. b
don’t start thinking it’s here you ger justice. That word, along
with Austria they’ve rubbed right out of the dictionaries. This
Court doesn’t decide how much you've earned and say, now boy!
don’t let em rob you . . . take what's yours. Oh, no! That old
dog there, sitting back on about three thousand quid a year
decides what's the lowest you can live on and then cuts it in
four. A quarter for you and threequarters for him and his boy ;
friends at the golf club. Come closer for a while and watch him
at his dirty work. But mind! if at any time you want me to
take a hand in this just say the word and I'm into it!
Righto, Judge, canter into it. (Louder) Judge! canter into it.
Well, what's the matter? Why don’t you make a start?
Judge:  (Beckons him over—whispers.)

Worker: Oh, you want a witness! i
A worker? As usual, comrades, these guys can't move hand or

foot without a worker. If they didn’c have us . . . T'll bet they
couldn’t even wipe their noses . . . or anything else.
Worker: Heh, Miss! Aren’t you the fizst witness? 4
Gil: (Coming in) Sure I am! And ready to tell
and nothing but the truth if Goddle Might
Worker:  (To crowd) She's a wakeup.

{i
|

—




Gitl:
Judge:
Girl:
Judge:

Judge:
Girl:
Worker:
Girl:

Judge:
Wﬂ!‘lt:r:

Judge:
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Twenty-two.

]ud,c,:c: Your occupation . . - ah . .. ah ... waittess. Very congopiy
and well-paid employement. Yes?
Girl: Yeah?

Young lady, you are being examined with a view to ., . af; |
adjusting waitresses’ salaties according to the . . . ah . . | Jowered
cast of living .. . and . . . ah . . . the much lowered return of the
gentlemen who . . . ah . . . after all give you the Opportunity to
wotk...and...ah... live.
Sez you!
You ecarn forty-seven shillings each week. More than T earned
at your age.
Maybe I'm not so dumb.
Yo;]r board and lodging takes sixteen shillings each week . . .
yes? You:: meals at your employment cost you . . . ah .
fourt’een shillings. Very good meals T should say, tool g
Thf:y-re lousy! T wouldn’t give ’em to a dog.
This is a very free country . . . ah
you know.,
No?
t.u Zke:hek bt_)ss takes tl_'nat fourteen bob and says there’s the
r—take it or leave it. Fares cost me five bob, A pair of
;ockmgs_a week cost me three and eleven,
- x‘::;apalr each w.eek? ,Extravagan
gance nothing! Tve gotter have *om to keep my job.
Wellah m dauh 1 P
s - - My daugnters . . | T believe , . . ah . . . take

un 5 an i1k h&VE 0 sl CeC aal %
no need
8 bat]’l d the; fDl‘ stock Ings, That’s al

I get ha.rdly enough time off
sunbathing my legs. And af
fares and a few extras I

Is there much else i
Yes.

- - . you needn’t take them , . .
ce, surely?

to J:Jdr/) my feet let alone to go
et I've paid for board, stockings,
ve got nothing lefr for anything.
ah. . that you need?

Someone ought tq slap him down,

I wear shoes and
thy
mended, | ¥ wear out and T haven’s got enough to havem

need medic
clothes, toothpaste Pﬂ?v?‘ : Want a new overcoat, a hat, under-
lipstick for 2 week, "1 "¢ been borcowing my friend’
Do 2x€ those necessicies?

On't answer thal

~ that kid \wheghe, EhLiSten' comrades! He has the hide to ask
necesiies, Do you. o o2 Medicine and food are

s ' never €at, see, or dtmk"’ Pr

hat he spends on things that you
obably five thousand quid a yeat!
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That amounts to . . . ah . . . contempt of court. How old ape you?
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Some of you don’t believe it . . . do you? Well, T
) )"“2- i \.-;.-fi i
(TO ]mfge): b W
Get up out of that. I'm gonna ask you a few questions. j
ili{ aking worker's place near crowd) Attaboy! I¢'s time someone
Worker: (In chair) How much do you earn here? Three thousand a
year, isn’t it? How much do you get out of investments?
Judge: I'm...ah... not supposed to . .. ah . .. have investments.
Worker: So you won’t talk. T’ll ber it's not less than two thousand. F
much do you pay in rent?

Girl:

Judge:  Bight pounds each week for a flat . . . and I own a house in the
country and one at the seaside. Lo
Girl: (To crowd) And Ive gotter shate a room with two others and

the cockroaches.
Worker: How many servants . . . that is fellow-workers of ours . . . do
you have waiting on you?

cooks,

Judge:  We have two housckeepers, four maids, two . . . abys. s
three gardeners . . . and .. . ah ... chauffeur. ;
Gitl: (To crowd) You pay for that. Why den’t you do something

to stop it?
Worker: What's your food and liquor bill each week?
Judge:  Bach week? Nine hundred pounds a year .. .5 ...
Worker: Nine hundred quid!! Phew!! Let me da the arithmetic . . -
that’s eighteen quid a week! Holy Moses! what eating! lr‘.[uw
often does your wife and family . . . have you got a fat‘mly?
How often do they go abroad . . . for a six months holiday?
And what does that cost?
Ah . . . they go every other year. The . .. ah . . . trip does not
costmuch...butnewclothes...andsoon...ah...fo:tbe
family . . . ah . .. are rather expensive. I suppose . . . ahi .«
three thousand  « .« would: ah S seeSHiens through. But of
course i iy, wifedhasis bt . an income of her own.

. That enough! That's enough! The further you go th: rottener
e it sounds. g};\nd it's parasites like you who have the hide to beat
down the wages of people like us. You gimme 2 3
And talking about headaches . . . do you know what it means
not to be fble to buy an Aspro when you've got a headache? )
Well, I do. i
Worker: Da you know what it's like to have a sick kl.dllléﬂ ﬂa
Or hungry kids and no food? :
I go shore of things I need even whm%

Judge:

Girl:

Girl:
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H‘nym what it’s like to be on the dole? Some of these people !
have a rough idea. Ask them! ' 4
: And you're not M;,‘;ﬁgd with that. Oh, no! You set abom
* taxing away the last bit of food they have gor.
(Alarmed) Don’t be foolish now! You ... ah .. . woylg i
industry . . . kill industry . . . if you raised the tax on the higher
F% b incomes.
: Sez you!
g;,.?[rhr (Taimmﬁ) That’s what we should do. Our cry should be 5
(to front rows) Do you know what it should be? Haye you
ever thought of . . . taxing the rich and giving us a fajr go?
That's who your cry should be . . . (with Worker) Tax the rich|
Worker: (Coming right forward.)
Sure it should be
Tax the rich, tax the rich_
They can stand it . . . sure they can.
They hold so much dough,
They get the itch,
i To buy up things,
i B You'll never know,
‘}J" 3 Until you tax the rich!
e 8 Girl: Tax the rich!
& B They can stand it . , . just ask him (pointing 10 Judge).
i They've pinched so much dough,
From you 'n me, 'n him,
It's time, in Patliament,
We put some workers in,
s i

Come on, say jt! Tax the rich! Tax the rich !I

e ——— g

Worker
and Girl: They can stand jr.
ax the rich!
(Coming formard between Worker and Girl)
‘ -Tal_:...ah...usrich,ah..
© Weanstang 1L,
Tm on oarfy here,
BB 3f op _?ga;sin,
asebeod Weiean arand o
(Il bite . |

Judge:

- tax us rich.

*1 oMy tongue oyt,)
tax the rich,

ax the rich,
sounds | gee it to music,
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Worker,
Judge,

and Girl: Tax the rich, tax the rich.

COMMUNIST
Singit ... come onall .. . shoutit, \
>1VIHZIO8

ot T
They can stand it . . . sure they can.
They hold so much dough,
They get the itch,
To buy up things,
You'll never know,
Until you... TAX ... THE ... RICH!!

TAX ...THE...RICH!!I gt e
TAX...THE...RICH!!!!
ENDS

A LR

fs_moat. b ”@3
ol Ithfh‘:r ;-jé,




THE Bolshevik Party struggled
within the Workers' Move-
ment against petty bourgeois revo-
lutionism, a tendency

* . . . which smacks of, or borrows
something from, anarchism, and which
1 differs in all essentials from the condi-
{ i tions and requirements of the sustained
[ proletarian class struggle. For Marxists
L it is well established theoretically—and
the experience of all European revolu-
!h' tions and revolutionary movements has
fully confirmed it—that the small pro-
Pprietor (a social type that is very widely
represented in many European coun-
tries), who under capitalism suffers con-
'i": stant oppression and very often an in-
i} credibly sharp and rapid worsening of
conditions of life and even ruin, easily
| becomes extremely revolutionary, but is
8 incapable of displaying perseverance,
o ability to organise, discipline and firm-
i ness. The petty bourgeois, “furious” over
the horrors of capitalism, is a social
phenomenon which, like anarchism, is
characteristic of all capitalist countries.
] The instability of such revolutionism, its
i barrenness, its ability to become swiftly
g transf into ission, apathy,
Al phantasy, and even into a “mad” infatu-
L "IMoh with one or another bourgeoig
- fad"—all this is a matter of common
L knowledge." (p. 17.)

Ever since its foundation the Party
foughe against those tendencies with-
in the workers’ movement which were
inimical to the proletarian revolution,
against Opportunism and petty-bour-
geois Revolutionism whose feeding
ﬁul::f were on the one hand the

million-strong masses of the pet

bourgeoisie, both agricultural ant;
,and on the other hand the
ranks of the workers’ aristo-
‘corrupted by the imperialist
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CONCISE HISTORY OF
- BOLSHEVISM
E. YAROSLAVSKY

{Concluded From Last Issue.)

bourgeoisie. Under Capitalism the
various shades of opportunism which
fought against the Party of revolu-
tionary Marxism, against the Bolshe-
viks, were of use to the ruling classes,

A great part in the growth of op-
portunist deviations of individual
membets of the Party and of si
groups certainly was and is p
by the low level of theoretical devel-
opment, the lack of understanding
of the laws of social development,
of the laws of the class struggle, ig-
norance of the means, ways and
methods of the revolutionary
struggle.

The Bolshevik Party grew and
became strong, because it cleansed
irself of such unreliable elements, of
casual supporters, of the agents of
the classes opposed to the Proletarian
Revolution who had penctrated into
the Party. It freed itself from them
by frequent Party purges, by the
liquidation of the opportunists, by
the driving away of all individual
members or whole groups who had
begun to go the way of the oppor-
tunists.  The struggle againse the
€conomists, against the Mensheviks
who after the Second Party Confer-
ence took the place of the econom-
ists, against liguidators from the
Right and from the “Left,” against
the Trotskyites, against the “Lefe
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Communists,” against the “Demo-
cratic Centre” Group, against the
anarcho-syndicalist workers’ opposi-
tion, against the bourgeois national-
ists, etc., was a necessary pre-condi-
tion to the victory of the revolution
and of Socialism.

The experience of the l'ﬁstory i
the CP.S.U.(B.) has shown that
the struggle against Bolshevism does
not relax with the furtherance of
the struggle for Communism, and
with the strengthening of the Social-

4 g

ist State but on the contrary assumes
ever sharper forms. The opportun-
ists who lost the social basis for their
activity in the Soviet Union because
the vast masses took irrevocably the
road of Socialism, proceed now to
the methods of enemies of the Soviets
and take the road of counter-revo-
lution, espionage and wrecking, ally
themselves with foreign intelligence
services, conclude agreements with
Tmperialist States whose instructions
they carry out and begin to betray
and sell the country of Socialism.
For this reason:

“The history of the Party gurther
teaches us that unless the Party of the
working class wages an uncomprom}:hn;:
struggle against the oppl_:rtu.nis!s wil e
its own ranks, unless it smashes nni
capitulators in its own midst, it mﬁzﬂ &
preserve unity and discipline wil g
ranks, it cannot perform theolrl;mm
organiser and leader of the prole

revolution mor its role as the builder
of the new, socialist society.

COMMUNIST REME

@ fortress is from within. To

tory, the Party of the working
advanced fortress must first he
of capitulators, deserters, strike 3
ers and traitors” (“Short y

The Bolshevik Party has fulfilled
this mighty task. It has defeated all
those Parties of compromise and all
anti-proletarian and anti-Bolshevist
groups which during the struggle
have gone the way of counter-revolu-
tion, the way of conspiracy wich the
fascist war-mongers, the way of ter- |
ror, of wrecking and of espionage. Ik
In so doing it has done a service, not
only to the peoples of the Soviet
Union bur also to the international
proletariar, to all anti-fascists and to
all sincere friends of peace. Only
reactionary leaders of the Sc_cumj
International, including “politicians
who stand convicted of their con-
nection with the German intelligence
service, such as the Menshevik Dlan,
protect spies and agents of Eomgn
secret services, who would 7 br':ng
about the restoration of Capitalism
in the Soviet Union. :
mIn the introduction to the Hjsm:_y
of the C.ESUL{H]) Gt nghtly

i that: v
poinced o0 e asieliate

that the op-
“It may seem to some Marxism-] :
porbunist element, within the Party 1 ¢ip, working people,
overrated, But that is ter I

midst is
wrong. Opportunism in our
like an uleer within a h:;:t“ organism,
and must not be to g ; ¥
is the leading detachment of mmw:::_
ing class, its adv;ne!ipmm'ea L
eral staff. Scephics, Lt capl
tulators and traitors cannot be mluuhd
on the genemlmﬂo:rmewm,w




‘members, and hence we draw the

‘conclusion that, if a Communist

wishes to avoid the danger of falling
into opportunist errors he must first

of all master Bolshevist theory and

provide for his knowledge of Marx-
ism-Leninism, and secondly strength-
en his revolutionary vigilance so as
not to get caughe by the enemy.

The Bolshevik Party was always

strong because of its connection with
the masses. This connection arose
in that period of development when
the “Fighting Union for the Libera-
tion of the Working Class,” led by
Lenin, proceeded from propaganda
within small circles to mass agitation
and to the leadership of the mass
movement and strikes. Lenin taught
that the Bolshevik Party must learn
to command all forms of the revolu-
tionary struggle, must understand,
when necessary, how to go into all
classes of society, in the first instance
naturally to the revolutionary and
democratic elements of society.
Therefore the Bolshevik Parry not
only knew how to build up its work
in the town among the workers, but
also in the village among the peas-
ants. It knew how to win over the
democratic elements in the army and
fleet and the students and intellectu-
als.

The Party consolidated this con-
nection with the masses at the time
of the revolution of 1905. It also
preserved the connection under the
most difficult circumstances of re-
action in the time between the first
two revolutions. And, beginning
1917, the Party developed this
connection on a gigantic scale. With-

COMMUNIST REVIEW

September, 1939

out this connection with the masses
the Party would never have been able
to win the Civil War.

Recounting the reasons for the
victory of the Red Army, the “Short

History,” in the section:

“How and why the Soviet country
overcame the united forces of English,
French, Japanese and Polish interven-
tion and of the counter-revelution of
the bourgeoisie, landlords and White
Guardists in Russia,”
explains that:—

“The Red Army was vietorious be=
cause the policy of the Soviet Govern-
ment for which the Red Army was flght-
ing was a right policy, one that corre-
sponded to the interests of the people
and because the people nunderstood and
realised that it was the right policy,
their own policy, and supported it un-
reservedly . . ."

“The Red Army was victorious be-
cause it was absolutely loyal and faith-
ful to its people, for which reason the
people loved and supported it and looked
upon it as their own army. . . ."

“The Red Army was victorious be-
cause the Soviet Government was able
to muster the whole rear, the whole
country, to serve the needs of the front

“The Red Army was victorious because
its leading core, both in the front and
in the rear was the Bolshevik Party,
united in its solidarity and discipline,
stmqg in its revolutionary spirit and
readiness for any sacirfice in the com-
mon cause, and unsurpassed in its
ability to organise millions and to lead
them properly in complex situations.”

The Red Army was victorious be-
cause it knew how, in its ranks, to
forge military leaders of a new type,
because the most prominent men of
the Party occupied themselves with
the political education of the Red
Army, because it counted among its
numbers such excellent organisers
and leaders as the war commissars.

The Red Army was victorious be-

cause excellent Bolsheviks operated

underground in the rear of the
White Army.
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The Red Army was victorious be-
cause Soviet Russia in its fight
against White Guard counter-revo.
lution and foreign intervention did
not stand alone, because the struggle
of the Soviet Power and its successes
cvoked the sympathy and help of
the proletariatof the whole world.

This victory was possible because
the overwhelming masses of the
workers and peasants, in spite of all
hardships of the Civil War, under-
stood the correctness of the policy
of the Bolshevik Party and loved this
Party and supported it.

This was possible because the Bol-
shevik Party led the struggle for the
victory of true democracy, the pro-
letarian, the Soviet Democracy.

While, in a whole series of coun-
tries, the foundations of democracy
are destroyed by the onslaughts of
Fascism, the true, Soviet Democracy
in the Soviet country, guaranteed by
the Stalin constitution, pervades the
whole life of the Soviet Union.

The History of the C.P.8.U.(B.)
points the way to true democracy.
Tn this democracy, the power of the
exploiting classes, the power of the
parasites is eliminated. In this de-
mocracy, classes are abolished. In
this democracy the contradiction be-
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tween mﬂéﬁ;‘l bmt
is being resolved. is
grows nearer every day to the vi
of Communism, in which the
activity of society will be conducted
on the principle “From each accord-
ing to his ability: to each according
to his needs.” :
The titanic struggle of a nation
of 170,000,000 people for Commun-
ism is a noble, exalting spectacle. At
the head of this struggle stands the
vanguard of the international pro-
ietariat—the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union. On its work lies
the splendour of the fame of heroic
deeds, its way is full of optimism and
confidence in the final victory of
Communism.

The banner of the Proletarian
Revolution, the banner of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin is in strong
and trustworthy hands. A famous
standard bearer carries it, one of the
founders of the Communist Party
of the Bolsheviks, the friend and
teac['ler Df the chiet wﬂrkEIS and ﬂf
all oppressed peoples in the world,
Comrade Stalin.

The “Short History of the
CPS.U.(B.)" tells of all these
things.
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AN INVALUABLE BOOK
Jack Lindsay

We make no apology for following up our review of Brian Fitzpatrick’s

“British Imperialism and Australasia,

1783-1833” in our June issue, with an

excellent review of the same work by a brilliant Australian writer, originally
contributed to the “New English Weekly” of March 23 of the present year.

IF one considers that the writing of
history should show some under-
standing of basic causes, Australia
has not been fortunate in her his-
torians. For that reason Mr. Brian
Fitzpatrick’s book on British Im-
perialism and Australia, 1783-1883,
is doubly welcome. It is brilliant
in itself, and, by the clarity of light
which it concentrates on its subject,
it exposes much of the academic dim-
ness which has so far shrouded Aus-
tralian history apart from the roman-
tic aspects of exploration. Profes-
sorial writers such as Shann and
Roberts come in for many hard and
salutory knocks, and for the first
time the story of Australia’s first
fifty years is told with coherent in-
sight.

It would be a pity if this valuable
study failed to attract readers
through any superficial appearance
of dealing with matters merely local
and trivial. For not only does Me.
Fitzpatrick deal extensively with the
general economic and social history
of England in his period, in order to
establish the essential background
which alone gives meaning to carly
Australian developments; he also
links up the English background
with the Australian consequences in
a way that reacts back with illumina-

tion. In particular the analysis of
the varying attitudes of the English
ruling class to Australia, the changes
in imperial policy, and the parr
which the growing power of the in-
dustrial employers took in creating
those changes, will be found to
clarify one’s understanding of Eng
lish history during these critical year
of expanding capitalism.

More, these fifty years, sifted with
Mr. Fitzpatrick’s perceptive care,
yield a story which is fascinating, in
itself and which helps one consider-
ably towards a fuller realisation of
the basic nature of capitalism and
imperialism, and of the dilemmas
which they produce. The peculiar
mixture of social and economic forces
in a convict colony started on virgin
territory and entangled at once with
the new financial interests of English
capitalism, resulted in a number of
ccaflicts and developments which
are of interest both in themselves and
as revelations of the forces at work
in the larger arena.

This start from zero in virgin land
produced problems quite different
from _those which the colonisation of
An-!enca had produced in an earlier
period. On the one hand, govern-
mental control was far more devel-
oped, and on the other hand so were
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the financial and industrial mechan-
isms of capitalism. Hence there
started off at once a battle between
the most divergent of tendencies,
foreshadowing both the whole of
Australian history during the last
century and (more interestingly) the
kind of cleavage which was to come
all over the world in our own un-
happy days of capitalism’s satura-
tion point.

In 1783 the English ruling classes
were faced with the fact of growing
lawlessness as a result of their ex-
propriation of the peasantry. They
multiplied laws which provided the
hanging penalty for crimes against
property; but—a dilemma typical of
capitalism, which has advanced pro-
gressive forces in its own despite—
the juries and even the judges grew
every day less ready to hang. The
compromise appeared in the sen-
tences of transportation. The ruling
class, deprived of America by the
late rebellion, considered first Gam-
bia and then Australia, and de.cided
on the latter. The plan wh.ich.LEley
devised was perfect in its simplicity.
Having no objection to giving away
what did not belong to them, and
had not yet achieved any marketable
value, they decided chat they would
ship off to the Antipodes the hordes
of wretched creacures whom they
were forcing into crime; in Austra:
lia the convicts would wark under
military rule to lay the l_!ece.SSﬂfY
foundations for communication
clearance, roads, bridges—and then
would be granted small allotments
of ground. The dispossessed peas-
antry of England would no longer
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be a menace to the landlords; they
would become the basis of an Aus-
tralia divided up among small pro-
prietors.

This all-too-simple scheme soon
came up against some of the contra-
dictions in the capitalist system
which would make its achievement
impossible. Within a few years the
accident of the Napoleonic wars
turned the home government’s at-
tention from colonies, and the settle-
ment was left entirely in the control
of the resident officers, who at once
made huge breeches in the imperial
plan by grabbing the land, setting
up tings and monopoly-control of
importations, and oppressing and de-
moralising the small-proprietors with
all their might. The rum-currency
was the most striking inspiration in
the way of demoralisation.

The result was that when the
English government sought to start
off its plan afresh, it came up against
a complete distortion of the infant
colonial economy into monopoly
forms. Against this distortion all
the early governors, men who earn-
estly and faithfully sought to carry
out the paternalist policy, found
themselves broken. Let those who
wish to follow out the twists and
turns of conflict read Fitzpatfit_:k’s
clear and authoritative exposition,
which shows how the local monop-
olist distortions gradually coalesced
with capitalist needs of the home-
country to defeat the small-producer
and starc off the great pastoral
estates. Here we can take only a
{ow salient points. On the one hand
was the paternalist, utterly pre-cap-
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italist outlook of the imperial plan,
for the most part ably put into action
by the governors; on the other hand
was the extreme tendency to mon-
opoly. Thus from the start there
clashed a2 purely pre-capitalist
“Roman procurator” basis, and an
entrenched form of monopoly far
ahead of monopoly-methods in the
parent capitalism and thus anticipat-
ing the future conclusions of the
whole capitalist system. There were
many queer results, one of which was
the fact that the “procurator” Mac-
quarie, without any such intention,
laid the bedrock of Australian de-
mocracy. Macarthur, the great pro-
tagonist of the monopoly-develop-
ment, complained in 1821, “This
democratic feeling has already taken
deep root in the colony, in conse-
quence of the absurd and mischiev-
ous policy pursued by Governor
Macquarie.” And it was as a result
of these early-laid and simplified
tensions that all the later conflicts
developed on the same lines and in
many instances put Australia in the
forefront of progressive achievement.
Thus the inrush of free miners in
the *fifties led to the Eureka Stock-
ade rebellion, which again posed the
°

NGELS’ statement in “Anti-

Duehring” on militarism and
conscription is fairly well known.
Less known is his letter to Marx
(July 30, 1862) on the American
Civil War, which shows that, for
a Marxist, conscription is a matter,
nat of principle, but of expediency
—from the standpoint of the class
struggle, naturally. Engels writes
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small producer against the b.ig larfd-
owners, smashed through imperial
plans, and led the way to universal
suffrage and the secret ballot—
achievements which Europe and
America tamely followed in due
course.

But these are matters—like the
later fight of the free-selectors
against the squatters, or that of the
unions against colored slave-labor—
which do not come into Mr. Fitzpar-
rick’s view. His book, however,
makes clear the foundations from
which alone they can be understood,
and we may hope that he will carry
on his wotk to cover the whole of
Australia’s history.

Before ending, I should like to
draw attention to the Introduction
by Mr. Justice Evate, of the High
Court of Austtalia, author of “In-
justice Within the Law,” etc. But
I fear that readers, bred to accept-
ance of the English legal system as
the perfectly discreet and efficient
accomplice of the ruling class, will
refuse to believe me when T say that
her‘e is a judge who has long been
actively involved in the struggle for
social justice and freedom of ex-
pression.

]
concerning the war measures of the
N\‘J?th:. "Furthermme’ what cow-
ardice in government and Congress.
They are afraid of conscription, of
tesolute financial steps, 'of actacks

on slavery, of everything that is
urgently necessary.” In the circum-

stances, Engels thought conscription
urgently necessary,
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PAGES FROM THE PAST
By J. N. Rawling

A series of documents illustrating Australia’s Social and Economic
History, with special reference to the working-class movement and the
struggle for democracy. Edited with introductions by J. N. R.
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(Continued)

THE “INTERNATIONAL” AT WORK IN MELBOURNE
IN 1872 (Continued).

Further items of news on the position of Labor in Melbourne in 1872, as

reported by the

“International Monthly" under the headings given below.

VICTORIAN CO-OPERATIVE Trades Hall, Lygon St 8 p.m., Fri.

ASSOCIATION
The temporary executive of this
society are still quietly progressing,
although they are sensibly enough
economising their resources until
they have called the sharehulders‘tu-
gether for the purpose of placing
the society on a permanent footing,
after which we hope to see some
steps taken towards the elucic]at}on
of the advantages of Co-operation
over the existing Competitive sys:
tem, which is founded on the prin-
ciple of buying in the cheapest and
selling in the dearest market to the
exclusion of every other considera-
tion. The glimmering of the dawn
of a better state of things is appear
ing with the advent of the associa-
tion's first attempt at being Prac
tical.
THE TRADES
List of Trade Societies, with

and Place of Meeting
School of Desig®

Time

Artisans’

Basketmakers, do., 7:30 alternate
Tues.

Boilermakers, do., 7:30 alternate
Thues.

Bootmakers, Belvidere Hotel, 8
alternate Mon.

Carpenters, Trades Hall, 7:30

Tues.
Bricklayers, Trades Hall, 7:30

Mon.
Curriers, do., 7:30 alternate Sat.
Journeymen Bakers, do., 8 do.

Labourers, do., 7:30 do.
Masons, do., 7:30 alternate Wed.

Mill Sawyers, do., 7:30 alternate
Fri.
nPavio:s, do., 7:30 alternate Tues.
Painters and Paperhangers, do., 8
Thurs.
Plasterers, do., 7:30 Tues.
Tinsmiths (7)- nGEnE
i i Printers
Typographical Society, :
Libril:y,gfié Collins St., fist Sat. in

ach month. g
“Working Engineers, Mechanics




i
184
"

i

Institute, Collins St., Sat.
THE BUILDING TRADE
As usual in the dead of winter a
large number of hands are out of
employment, and lictle day work is
Eeing done.  Almost every job is now
taken on the comperitive contracting
principle, which results in those who
are successful in obtaining employ-
ment being very little better off than
those who are standing at the corn-
ers of our streets.
BOOTMAKERS
Rumours of an endeavour to lower

the rate of payment in the “putting-
up” branch were rife at the begin-
ning of last month, but we rrust the
intentions of the employers have
been altered, as we heard nothing
confirmatory.

LABOURERS
In spite of the energetic manner
in which railway work is being car-
ried on, there are a great number of
able-bodied and experienced hands
unemployed, without mentioning the
innumerable candidates for any sort
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of work who are not able to obtajy
employment in their own branches,

PRINTERS

From what we can gather with
regard to this important branch of
industry, compositors are not in quite
so deplorable a state as they haye
been, during the last few winters,
The spirited attempt at publishing a
daily morning journal (“The Times
and Mines”) has proved a blessing
to many an otherwise uncmploycd
Caxtonian. It is much to be re
gretted that Mr. Duffy was not al-
lowed an opportunity of carrying out
his intentions in the direction of re-
ducing the postal tax on newspapers,
if it were only for the sake of jour-
neymen printers.

[Secretaries of Trades’ Societies
are earnestly invited to co-operate
with us in an honest endeavour to
publish the real truch with regard to
Fhe state of the labour market, as we
intend to issue at a suitable time for

despatch by each outgoing English
mail.—Ed. ]

THE “INTERNATIONAL” SPEAKS

The following is the first editor:

International Monthly,” June g, mzm Of the first number of the “Australian

to be used therein at times in the sense

Every worker at therreal has or
would have, an ideal. The relajtion
of the ide}.;:l to the real is much the
same as that of the archj
to the building, or of h:lt';cr'ljuﬂ::
teason to the human mageria] or-
ganism through which i Operates,
f-md by the services of Whicl;
it makes known and accomplishes its
purposes.  The ideal, withoue the

- It had no title.

iy The word “ideal” seems
te.al, is as the plan of the building
Wl-l‘ljlcll.lt bricks or builders, or as
spirit without any fleshy embodiment
thro.ugh which it can act for the
attainment of its ends; however in-
trinsically valuable, it is for all prac-
FLcal results worthless; while an un-
ideal realism is one of the lowest
and grossest forms of materialism.
All great and good works, whatever
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their class or order, demand for their
successful completion both the ideal
and the real; the ideal to inform,
direct, vitalise, and energise the real;
the real to represent and establish, to
give identity and substantiality to
the ideal. Without the ideal the
real partakes more or less of the
character of purposeless effort, and
is ar best vague, oscillating, and of
doubtful utility as promotive of any
noble end. Without the real the
ideal is unfixed transitory shadow, a
mere fleeting dream; it is creation
only by intention, and continues
void, lacking the essential element of
execution. There is a reciprocal re-
lationship between the ideal and the
real; they influence and act on each
other; the more noble the ideal, the
more exalted and dignified the real;
and the more adapted the real to
the fulfilment of the ideal, and the
greater the devotedness, directness,
and diligence by which it is actuated,
the more speedy, enlarged, and cer-
tain will be the success of the ideal.
Let not the ideal therefore vaunt it-
self as independent of the real; nor
the real boast itself as being suffi-
cient and efficient apart from the
ideal. In every great and good work
these must move and act together,
and in harmony, and be the head
and the hand directing all labour.
Commencing anew our labours
under a somewhat altered form* a-!\d
different regime, it may not be in-
opportune to make some reference
to the ideal and the real of our own
undertaking and enterprise. he
Ideal we have set before us, and by
which we are possessed and actuated,
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is that of an int
perous and y d
people, all the people,
class, creed, clime, color
—oOne; one masaud:ﬁun,am_ terest,
in aim; a brotherhood, whose first
and cardinal principle, both theoret-
ically and practically shall be the
mutual ministry of good, and not as
in the past, and even now, an ad-
mixture of contentious, irreconcil-
able, and merely self-serving aliens.
Men are by nature brethren; our
ideal is that they should form one
united happy family, and earth their
unusurped and free and happy home.
Our ideal embraces the emancipa-
tion of earth’s toilers, and of toil,
the elevation of the worker above |
the curse of his labour, though not |
above labour itself; labour enlighten-
ed; the hours of labour reduced; all
workers, but no slaves; co-opezation
established in place of competition
and monopoly; the land, the inalien-
able heritage of the people. placed
in the hands of the State, tenure to
be by lease, not purchase or frechold,
and for the benefit of the people; f
the State itself, and all government, I
the outgrowth and assimilated pro-
duct of the enlightenment, virtue,
and will of the whole people, in
which the majority shall be above
the minority, and right above bcr._h;
federation among the nations, in
place of isolation and antagonism;
and arbitration in place of war. Such
is our ideal, and were it part of x
resent purpose to do so we could
I:lmw th:,t it is of close rclati_.on%b__i_p
with everything noble, philanthz
pure, and having for its object
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welfare and happiness of maﬂ_(il'ld,
tha has passed before in classic or
in Christian times, and that can
come after, till it is irself a fact, and
the ideal shall be made peefect in
the real.

The Real in our undertaking is
the dissemination of a knowledge of
the Ideal, to hold it up, illustrate,
and enforce ir. This is our enter-
prise. With this object in view we
commenced originally the Inferna-
tionalist,t which has been merged in
the publication of which this is the
i first issue, and which we pledge our-
i 1] selves shall no less faithfully and
0 consistently advocate the views of an

II‘_ intelligent and progressive Democ-
Ig racy. Qur purpose is one, by means
}‘ of a free and outspoken literature,

to seek to bring together all who en-
tertain similar liberal apinions on the
i great guestions and problems of the
i day, and by temperate argument and
discussion to seek to gain the atten-
i tion, and by conviction the ultimate
i sympathy and adherence of those
who now regard our ideal as un-
1 necessary, impracticable, or imma-
i ture. Among other measures and
A modes of action our most direct
means of seeking the attainment of
our end will be by giving our coun-
tenance and support to all associa-
tive movements on the part of the
various trades} of the metropolis and
the provinces, so as to bring them
together as one for such defensive
and aggressive action as their emer.
gencies and common justice may dic-
tate and require; and by endeavor.
ing to influence the election of mem.
bers to the Legislature by inducing
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the electors to recognise in thep.
selves the source of all politica]
power, and so to exercise that poywey
with deliberation and discriminarion
as that men shall be returned to par-
liament who will support the pe.
lievers in the ideal of an enlightened
peaceful Internationalism, and aid
them in their labours to realise thejr
acpirations.

With such a programme, such an
Ideal, and such provisions and pur-
pose to give it substance and con-
stitute it Real, we look, with large-
ness of hope to the public for sup-
port. Many, we feel assured, have
the same id?ai as we i‘ul’S(‘lVfS, but
they have not declared it; well, we
ask you to do so; some of you get
your ideal perhaps from the classic
bards, some from the prophets and
poets of the Bible; in whatever way
acquired, declare yourselves believers
in a better future, and justify your
faith by your works; let the life of
hope, that is inward and hidden, be-
come a life of action, outward and
seen.  Ye cultivated, intelligent, in-
dependent ones, in the service of
right, of humanity, of heaven and
of earth, do this, We tremble under
a sense of our own responsibility if
we neglelet our share of Interna-
tional duty, how much more weighty
the responsibility of some of you in
consequence of your extended means
for promoting the glorious cause. Do
e i
rr:SP'D!’lsif;ilsi‘;1 chour EEO:F 1
brains andy.h di i Whos;
muscles, are aan 1 4 b a?
St ynurs' tools of hanr._hcra t

individual calling, to
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you also we look. Traders, at least
some of them, interested in competi-
tion and monopoly, may oppose us
as against you whom their competi-
tion and monopoly oppress and
wrong; help us as against them; help
us to help you, not to do wrong to
others, but to secure your rights to
yourselves, by securing to all their
rights, and insisting that all stop at

# “Different form,” ie. the “Australian Ihternational Monthly" instead of

the former “Internationalist.”

¢ “Internationalist”; we do not know the date when this began publication.
No. 11, we know, appeared some time in 1872 and the “Australian International |
nly" took its place in June of that year. So that the “Internationalist |

tly began sometime in 1871.

defensive” action.

VICTORIAN CAPITALISM IN 1872

vhat follows is the second editorial from the *
i nditions in

important light on the working co!

vhen the shackles of capitalist production and the horrors of thi

em were beginning to be seen in Australia,

If we speak of the physical im-
provement of the human race in any
other than the most general terms,
we may scem to a majority of mi.nds
to have left the sphere of pracnc.'al
realities, and to be indulging in
fanciful speculations. Yet, we try
our skill on animals, flowers, and
¢ speak with con-

vegetation, and w
= ’ them. It

fidence of our power over
seems no great exploit o give a pear
the desired flavor, to stripe and ‘color
a tulip to our liking, or to@ guﬂe;
rose 2 e we fancpjcbutinohanc

law is sufficiently recognised in our
Social sScience—thereais ooy

faith put in fast-days, thanl;sgw::f
days, humiliation days, and of 3
barbaric superstitious remed.m.s; an
in the worst form of bar o
all: the substitution of the
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their rights; then, thus
for the public good, we i

mode and measure according to
mutual relationship, the bright ideal-
ity of today will become the glorious

reality of tomorrow.

—Australian International Monthly,

“Trades,” i.. Trade Unions, which were then generally desigpat.ed “rrades.”
Note that the unions were to be brought together for “aggressive” as well &5

No. 1, June 8, 1872.

International Monthly.” It
Melbourne seventy years
e factery

tyranny of wealth for that of con-
quest, and hence the strifes and
struggles of life are productive of
nothing but unhappiness. We feel
that we are fast producing the cada-
verous, tallow-complexioned, liver-
disordered toiler; we are n:h?ing the
Factory system Over again in its worst
:'orm.y \;"Vomen, children, and boys
are at a premium—skilled men are
at a discount—the former are fast
approaching the position of. mere
machines, their utmost energies for
the short time they last, are gnaded
on in the groove directed by a amgl:
illed artisan, whose wages are re-
f;:ud to the lowest ebb by the com=
petition of the displaced &
—and so, m“glfs &h@
bellied-with-good-cap

dignitary, glowis
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nods over his Saturday’s leviathan But Iook again, his head is ecect, big
“Age” or columinous “Australa- eyes are straining—what sees he
sian,” and other Victorian journals chere? A wan, pale-faced lad has
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millions.  For democratic New
Zealand under a Labor government

the whole of its £17,000,000 loan

compromise making it n
the Dominion to
Britain is entitled to s

il
t_kfmmgh market conditions at

strewn on his velvet pile table cover
—and he exclaims, “How is it done
for the money? Ah! The advant-
age of comperition! the destruction
of monopoly!” He draws close the
heavy damask curtains of his draw-
ing-room windows on this dreary
June Sunday afternoon, retires to
his velvet cushioned chair, refulgent
with the ruddy glow of his well-piled
grate, and droops with a drowsy
snore into self-complacent beatitude.

come to answer—' How is it done?”

I have laboured, and those like
me labour, every day from eight
till six, at an admitted unhealthy
employment, and on Wednesday
from eight in the morning till two
or three the following morning un-
der the glare of gas, in an ill-
ventilated noisome atmosphere, till
Eﬂﬂsump[iﬂﬂ came to t]'lC rescue;
but here comes one who passeci
away before me, hear him.”

(Continued Next Issue.)

N.Z. NEWS LETTER

New Zealand at the Crossroads

EVEN the conservative financial

press describes as “onezous” the
terms imposed on N.Z. by the Bank
of England and the Chamberlain
gt;;ernment in connection with the
hu,UOD,ODO loan repayment which

btaet.l the subject of Mr. Nash's
;eg:t:at;ons in London. In the
Nc‘;‘ s ;Dnl(:;:i:.:sor Belshaw, leading

present tune were unfavourable
conversion. operation, he did
it as necessary or desir.

k \’f/hen it is a question of
ing” Hitler Germany and £
1ts aggression, the Chamberl
ernment thinks in terms of

able in the interests of the British

tiivestors, that the terms should be
made so severe,

the British gove
T"'i'_iiﬁ“l the terms, and the fact that
1:; ; rjﬂ not done 50 suggested a desire
Th[ uence poI_lcy in New Zealand.

ere will be justifiable resenctment

in New Zealand over the hardness

of the terms.”

As the guarantor,
mmment could have

aPPEaSF
nancing
ain gov-

tens of

conversion must be repaid over a
period of five years. In addition the
British government has granted N.Z.
an export credit of £9,000,000, of
which £5,000,000 is earmarked for
defence expenditure. The remain-
ing £4,000,000 will solve few prob-
lems and hardly do more than save
MNew Zealand from commercial de-
fault, as an outcome of the depletion
of its overseas funds through the
wrecking activities of Money Power.

Why has the City, with the direct
assistance of the Chamberlain gov-
ernment, deliberately imposed such
unprecedentedly harsh terms on a
British Dominion? The willingness
of the N.Z. government to pay was
never in question. Professor Bel-
shaw suggests the answer when he
speaks of the desire of the British
sovernment to influence policy in
New Zealand. That is true and is
expressed perefectly openly in the
British Press.

In a leading article of July 26
the pro-fascist “Times’ states quite
frankly: “The Dominion must prove
its worthiness if future assistance 1s
to be more easily forthcoming. There
is no desire to interfere with the
principles of New Zealand, but I'.h_:
Dominion must recognise tfﬂ! it
cannot again saddle Britain with the
burdens of its own extravagances
and MUST ORDER 1155 Al
FAIRS ACCORDINGLY-” :

In even blunter terms, the “In-
vestars’ Chronicle” describes
terms of the:[oan, as fan iHZE0iE

tailment of expenditure,
where Britain’s own business inter-
ests are affected.” T

The City and the Chamberlain
government intend to pursue the
same tactic as they did towards the
Blum government in France. They
will provide insufficient financial ac-
commodation to allow New Zealand
to overcome any of its difficulties, at
the same time holding out the bait
of “future assistance” (cf. the
“Times”), but sufficient to prevent
the New Zealand government seek-
ing a more far-reaching solution of
its difficulties at the expense of the
wealthy. Behind cover of the assist- .
ance already granted, they hope to |
intervene to an increasing extent in
the Dominion’s internal affairs, with
the assistance of the compromisers
in the Labor Cabinet, and by these
means bring about the destruction
of social legislation and the down-
fall of the Labor government. That
New Zealand reaction understands
very well the role it is required to
play is shown by the latest pro-
gramme of the Chambers of Com-
merce, containing the most outrage-
cus demands for the abrogation of
Labor legislation, including a reduc-
tion in Public Works wages o
level below that of farm |
lowest paid workers i



 increased taxes on beer and petrol,

i e
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tical blackmail, since the leadership

R : ha of the Farmers’ Union is closely
: s*tbgtnz:&n‘ﬁhma:e Frsimated  connected with the Nationl Pary,
?ﬁﬁhhigt of revenue, are balanced butic reflects an all too common sen-
by increased taxation to the extent timent in the N.Z. colfﬂf-rYSlde Wl?ere
of 2,500,000 Of this, £1,200000 the farmers feel—with some jus.
is to be found through increased in- tice—that they have been outstripped
come tax and death duties; the re- by the advances made by ‘the work-
maining £1,300,000 will come from ing class. Ar the same time agita-
increased taxes on petrol and beer. tors from the Dominion Executive
Further analysis will be required be- of the Farmers” Union are touring
fore it is possible to estimate the the countryside collecting secret
Budget fully. It appears to be a funds for some fantastic form of
Budget of compromise, in common “Tarmers’ strike,” the derails of
with other government policy at the which chey will not divulge even to
present time. While it represents a  their own membership.
welcome step towards the taxation of  The Plindness and obstinacy of
higher incomes advocated by the
Communists, nevertheless the MAIN
busden of the new taxes (increasing
taxation on lower incomes and low-
ering of the exemption to £200, the

- Budget in which it ap-

certain Labor leaders towards the
problems of the farmers is all the
more regrettable when it is realised
that the farmers CAN be won to
the side of Labor, given correct
leadership and a proper actention to
their needs. This was shown in the
1935 and 1938 clections and again,
most remarkably, last month, as an

P : ’ outcome of Mr. Savage’s “homb-
bett‘::::. to.{v!:sa::iuscto:r:ien d;l'? faP shell” over the guaranteed price. On
B o i {a;’m“: 5 the 14th July the Prime Minister, in
etiment. . Whatever else was nfcoz‘;: lr\fii:ib;: u qu:;:i«?];l frc.:lm i
sary this should not have been done. quite i;p‘::;iile ;—;t ;; sl
i overn-

ment to disregard the ::aimcmrs
made against the guaranteed price
inside and outside the House,” and
suggested the possibility of a plebi-
scite a?cl:ngst farmers on the ques-
T i e tion. e Dominion leadership of
; dﬁma:o;li:nspla:;hmu;:[}f’ letl_l.ve%'ed the Fatmers' Union blundered F:nto
fagainst "t:h; mw; ’,mcltg- a statement giving the impression
B Fand that it favored abolition of the
ARSI o1 @ tam-  guaranteed price system.  Immedi-

5 Was poli- ately from one end of the country

added to the existing Social Security
levy of 1/- in the pound) will fall
o the masses, particularly on the
lower middle classes and on ¢he

For reaction is redoubling its ef.
e PRt the o
against the workers, as the Massey
government did in 1913, My, Myl
holland, reactionaty president of the
Farmers’ Uhion, at the conference
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to the other, daity factory suppliers them, etc.).
and their organisations ' gxprgsggd ok 35 Befle ﬂﬁftﬁi 4
their support for the system of the Labor's policy 5 or 1IN
guararteed price and strong con- tive bargaining with the
demnation of ¢he tactics of the involving the eventual deregistration
Farmers’ Union leadership. Nor is  of all unions from e Antieaton!
this remarkable when one considers  Coure, but this st
that this year's guaranteed price has  dertaken in a pliamle 3 waprieet
resulted in the dairy farmers receiv-  will of the unions themselves, and
ing nearly £2,000,000 more than they  not according to the whim of a
would have under the old system of Minister of Labor whose primary
free marketing. concern is to stop strikes, and who
assures the employers that they will
The other dramatic incident of a be able. tny emplay. ke ML
rather uneventful Parliamentary ses- = 0 e St endment)
sion (both parties were marking  Therefore this Bill appears as an-
time pending the outcome of the  p.. et . concessions to reaction
London negotiations) was the Mini- . 1400 done the government so
ster of Labor’s precipitate introduc- 4 | in its second term of
tion of an amendment to the Arbira- @
tion Act, giving him power to de- ; {
register unions, abrogate awards cov- U}-ldoubtedly strong pressur:m:uri: 1
ering deregisterd unions and abolish withf.n_ the Parhamencary tc:li;: s 1
compulsory unionism in such cases. playing an important pﬂ;e ;ythe ,
The Bill was rushed through both the hands of those members of
in a f i binet who would like to take the
Houses in a few hours without any Cal o wou e
ivisi for- path of capitulation. The Leftmflg
division or more than the frnust ; p gt D[; e Ypt i
mal verbal opposition from the —majority o et e
Nationalists,  This measure has creasing its pressure in 'y
aroused grave concerl in t]‘le‘ tr‘ftde creas(‘zd governmentaﬁ?:ol :,‘:i:me
union movement, particularly in view banking system,

of the speeches made by two Cabinet sign—a rmrnberd::i's i:l::lyspizk:z::
Ministers, who made it quite deag, have S Dl:; peeches against the
ehi¥.. yhel hostility was directed siatementI: an :;i b el
against the militant unions and not Chamb;r n po! C:;t_ s

against the employers who have been  the ]'11'0 yo ‘agrct?:mmp : '
doing their best to bring about a  tor amP_mnEm‘ BEES
break-down in all constitutional  the Il:;ﬁ; ?Pumiha um: * i
methods of setcling disputés (re- exp : tba: g
fusal to form disputes commiftees p:::d:dsof livin:umm
provided for in all e_!warfhj: PR :h:-in el _
appeals to the Arbitation ot 50 I,:’ m‘?‘.ﬁr@. .

which is too overloaded to consi
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N.Z. Labor is at the cross-roads.

One road leads to retreat and in the
outcome to the defeat of the Labor
government; the other to a mobili-
sation of the forces of the people
for a united effort to overcome New
Zealand’s difficulties, bringing with
it further advance and the strength-
ening of the Labor government.

It was therefore at an exceedingly
appropriate moment that the Nation-
al Committee of the Communist
Party met at the end of July. Ina
manifesto  entitled  “Unite  the
People,” the National Committee
drew attention to the facr that New
Zealand is facing a crisis in its
national life, brought about by the
wrecking activities of reaction which
has “passed beyond the stage of
ordinary conservative opposition to
the government of the day.” and
“constitutes a menace to the people
of New Zealand as a whole.” Giv-
ing the lie to the defeatists and the
defamers of New Zealand, the Com-
munist Party outlines the resources
at the disposal of the people in order
to overcome present difficulties and

_p‘nints out that these are fully suffi-
cient, together with the assistance of
the New Zealand people’s allies in
the iptc:natiuml field, to provide a
solution o.f these difficulties. With
concrete instances it demonstrates

that the leadership of the Iabor gov-

‘errment, instead of mobilising these

resources, "is vacillating before the
attacks of reaction in an endeavour
% appease it” In conclusion the
National Committee issued a stron,
aall for unity of the people and E
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rapid strengthening of all the o
ganisations of the people, in order to
preserve the achievements of he
Labor government, to break the s
down strike of capital, to overcome
the financial difficulties of the coun.
try, to operate a correct defence
policy, to bring assistance to the
farmers and to preserve N.Z. demo-
cratic institutions.

Other questions on the agenda be-
fore the National Committee of the
Party were (1) Work of the Nation-
al Executive, where particular atten-
tion was given to overcoming setious
weaknesses of the Party, particularly
in agitation and propaganda, and in
Branch life. (2) tory of the
C.P.S.U” It was recognised that
the publication of this masterpiece
of Marxism-Leninism provided splen-
did opportunities to overcome the
theoretical weaknesses of the Labor
movement and of the Party itself,
and a concrete plan for study and
mass sales was adopted. (3) By-laws
of the Party based on the new Party
Constitution were adopted.  (4)
“People’s Voice.” The Committee
noted with approval the publication
of the new paper and adopted a
sales campaign for 10,000 by the
end of the year.

All decisions of the Committee
were taken unanimously, showing
thot the leadership of the Party is
tlmroughly united, as befits a Party
which champions the unity of the
New Zealand people.

August 2, 1939,
—GORDON WATSON.
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OUR ARMY IS INVINCIBLE

Communist Review

ren il

S. Purdy

ucolleADES! Our army is in-
vineible!”

With these words Marshall Voro-
shilov finished his report to the
18th Congress of Bolsheviks.

In “The Military Strength of the
Powers,” Max Werner proves that
“the Soviet Union is preparing a
time-table counter-offensive.” Also,
that it is the strongest military
power in the world.

But despite the possibility and de-
sirapility of having this strongest
military power as an ally, we find
people in British and Australian
ruling circles who look for another
way of solving the problems of the
international arena.

They think they can enter an
armaments race and win. They
think they can build armaments
on such a scale that the aggerssors
will find it more convenient to turn
East instead of West; they hope to
“gppease” the aggressor at the ex-
pense of the Soviet Union, instead
of uniting with the latter for mutual
profection.

Such people should thoroughly
digest the speech of Molotov, also
delivered last March, to the 18th
Congress of Bolsheviks,

Molotov showed that the Fi_rst
Five Year Plan had doubled the in-
dustrial output of the Soviet Union,
the Second Five Year Plan had
more than doubled it again, and
now the Third Plan aims at doubl-
ing it once more.

No wonder that he was greeted
with laughter and applause when
he said:

“It must be confessed that nobody
is challenging us to comlw_tlﬂlli!l-h ’
This military and economic I gd
of the Soviet Union was built un u-;:
the direct leadership of Comr i

Stalin, and in any future War
direct 1eadershi1:{ will again be every
bit as successful.

He has already proved his (L

for leadership in war during the
imperialist intervention in the eatly
years of the Soviet Republics, and
is now at the head of the General
Military Council, consisting of
eleven persons.

So far, we have only considered
the military and economic strength
of the Red Army, and the ability
of Comrade Stalin to give it per-
sonal leadership.

Another important consideration
is the role of the State, because the
Army is such an important part of
ik,

In capitalist countries, as Stalin
has pointed out, two basic functions
characterise the activity of the
State.

“At home (the main function), to
keep in restraint the exploited maj-
ority; abroad (not the main func-
tion), to extend the territory of its
class, the ruling class, at the ex-
pense of the territory of other
States, or to defend the territory of
its own State from attack by other
States. Such was the case in slave
society and under feudalism. Such
is the case under capitalism.”

Stalin then went on to trace the
history of the new proIeI,arl:_m
Soviet State. He showed that in its
earlier years it preserved certain
functions of the old State, but with
this difference, “that our State sup-
pressed the exploiting n_unority in
the interests of the laboring major-
ity, while previous States haq sup-
pressed the exploited majority
the interests of the exploiting min-
ority.” -

In later years, with the elimina-
tion of capitalist elements in town
and country, the complete vietory
of socialism and the adoption of
the new Constitution, the functions
of the Soviet State i

“Now the main task of quz*,su:h: %
inside the country is the work.
peaceful ic organis
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cultural education,” said Stalin.
«ps for our army, punitive Organs,
and intelligence services, their edge
is no longer turned to the inside of
the country but to the outside,
against external enemies.”™
““and when certain people start to
‘howl about the trials of the trotsky-
ist spies, murderers and wreckers,
the agents of foreign powers, let
them remember the above words of
Stalin; let them ask themselves if
Britain and Australia are Stronger
because of the existence of pro-
Nazi and pro-Japanese elements in
the ruling, political and military
circles.

If certain people think that the
trials of Tukhachevsky and ather
treacherous generals weakened the
Red Army, let them also remem-
ber Stalin’s question, framed for
just such as these:—

“What, for instance, do the events
at Lake Hassan show, if not that
the weeding out of spies and wreck-
ers is the surest means of streng-
thening our Soviet organisations?”

Now let us come to the human
factor, which, in the final analysis,
is decisive in determining the
strength of any Power and any
Army.

' The growth of Socialist industry
in the U.S.8.R. has led to the aboli-
tion of the exploitation of man by
man, the consolidation of the soei-
alist system and the absence of un-
.employment; it has led to an in-
crease in the productivity of the
workers and collective farmers, to
the collective farmers securing the
land in perpetuity, together with
the full use of the most up-to-date
fertilisers and machinery; it has
led to the creation of a new intelli-
gentsia, a soviet, socialist intelli-
gentsia, among whom is the Aus-
tralian born son of the Metanien
family, formerly of Pendle Hill,

N.SW. who has become a marine

engineer.

All of this has made possible a
-_furt,her rise in the standard of liv-
‘ing of the whole people.

' The Third Five Year Plan also
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provides for another increase in
national consumption of from fitty
to one hundred per cent.

The average wage of workers and
employees is to increase during this
period by thirty-five per cent, and
the total annual payroll of workers
and employees is to increase by
over sixty per cent.

The income of collective farmers
will increase by over seventy per
cent. in the same period.

1t will be easily understood why
the Soviet people are so interested
in defeating any and every aggres-
sor, why their enthusiasm cannot
be equalled in any other country,
to say nothing of the toilers in fas-
cist countries, who would like no-
thing better than the cpportunity
to take their oppre s by fhe
throat.

In Australia, can the workers look
forward fo wage Increase
least one third? On the contrary,
in N.S.W. a basic wage reduction
has recently taken place. Can the
farmers look forward to increased
incomes? On the contrary, they
face ruin and bankruptey.

Is unemployment being abolished
in this fair country of ours? On
the contrary, it is growing.

I am reminded of an experience
of my own while in the Soviet
Union.

I met a young fellow working as

a qhauﬁeur for one of the organi-
sathns there, He had just finished
serving two years in the Red Army,
and before leaving, he knew where
he was going to work.
- In Australia, I know of men try-
ing to join a military unit which
was recently sent to Darwin, not
because they liked the military, but
because they were unemployed and
it offered them some semblance of
economic security,

And who does not know of young
unemployed lads who have joined

the militia for the few shil a
they receive? af S0P N

I am also reminded of a middle-
aged Russian who lived at Girra-
ween, N.8.W.
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He was unemployed and went
pack to Russia, which he had left
as a boy. He came to see me when
he arrived in Moscow in 1937, and
a fortnight later was working in
the glass manufacturing industry,

Then there is the Soviet expendi-
ture on social insurance, and gov-
ernment expenditure on edueation,
health, aid to mothers, and other
cultural and public services. This
will increase to 53,000,000,000 roubles
each year during the period of the
next Five Year Plan,

Such material conditions ecould
only lead to a tremendous rise in
the culture of the Soviet peoples,
and to such an extent that the
government is now proposing to set
about eliminating the distinction
petween mental and manual labor
by raising the cultural level of the
working class to the level of en-
gineers and technicians.

I personally met more than one
worker who was already travelling
along this road.

In Australia governments are too
occupied with Youth Employment
Conferences to find time fo WOITY
about cultural progress, or to even
supply warmth to the public schools.

In the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, therefore, the moral and
political unity of the peoples is un-
equalled anywhere else in the
world. Not least is the unity be-
tween nations.

In the British Empire, on the
other hand, not only is there irre
concilable antagonism between
classes, but there is antagonism be-
tween nations. In the British Em-
pire, the majority of its people, the
300,000,000 Indians, are kept in
colonial bondage, and their ECUTL
omic, political and national aspira-
tions suppressed.

Under such conditions, moral and
political unity is impossible. "
The Soviet military personné
part of the well-cared for 9901'119:'
2nd the reasons;folaliiEuREts
morale, for the superiority of th
human  element - in-thedRed Army

are apparent.
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And when it is realised that in
any war, the Soviet Front would be
defending the conditions mentioned
in the rear, the unity of interests
and comradeship existing between
the Soviet military personnel and
the civilian population becomes
crystal clear.

In the Red Army, every soldier,
from the man in the ranks to the
highest commander, receives a
training in politics and is taught
to broaden his knowledze and
master socialist theory.

In capitalist armies, the rank-
and-file soldiers and lower rank
officers are forbidden to engage in
politics—as for example the recent
decrees in this country covering the
permanent forces and the militia.

Partly due to the political frain-
ing, more than half of the Red
Army is made up of Communist
Party and Young Communist
League members, but also because
it is Communist policy to send
Party and League members where
leadership is most needed and
where the fight is thickest.

Such a composition can only
strengthen the Red Army.

In the Red Army, just as with the
civillan population, there is the
same unity of will petween leaders
and the rank-and-file. 3

I once attended 2 theatre in
Moscow. Part of the programme
was a film of the Cossack Cavalry
field day. In addition to feats of
horsemanship and other events, the
film showed a number of Red sol-
diers engaged in thelr national
dances to the strains of a concer-
tina. Into the film wall_ned Mara
shall Budyenny, and nothing woult
suit the Cossack soldiers except f.h:
Budyenny should dance. After e:l
had done SO, the soldiers hands i
him the concerting, and they d::l;:
ed and applauded while B
tributed the music. ;

All of a sudden the atmosphere
in the theatre became electrical, owsd
and then the Cossack Marsw

seen in the audience. g
he programme, the audience TOse
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as one man, clapped, cheered, called
for a apeee’li, and sang Red Army
songs for a full half hour before
allowing the programme t0 proceed.
~ Now we have also examined the
human factor in the Red Army.

Is it any wonder that the Nazis
have recently dropped their talk
about marching on the Soviet Uk-
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raine; is it any wonder that they
now turn West instead of East; is
it any wonder that Hitler is so
anxious to secure Soviet neutrality?

«gomrades! Our army is invine-
ible!” said ex-metal worker, Klim
Voroshilov.

+ gtalin’s speech to the 18th Congress
of Bolsheviks, March, 1939.

Register Campaign Lessons
R. Dixon

L deciding to boycott the National

Register the trade union move-
ment of Australia arrived at one
of the most momentous decision
in its history.

The National Register and the
Supply and Development Act con-
stitute part of a general plan to
impose military and industrial con-
seription on the workers, to under-
mine trade union conditions and
awards and ultimately trade union-
ism itself.

The A.C.T.U. decided to pit the
organised strength of the trade
union movement against these laws.
It called for the boycott of the
National Register of manpower as
the most effective form of opposi-
tion. The decision was a direct
challenge to the right of capitalist
governments to legislate without
due consideration of the needs of
the working class.

What a stir was created in the
circles of the ruling class! And
how they fumed!

The “Sydney Morning Herald”
screeched:

“The measure (National Register)
has become the law of the land, and
active resistance to it would involve
a violation of the law. Such viola-
tion on an organised scale would
be nothing less than an assault up-
on our democratic form of govern-
ment and a negation of constitu-
tional rule.”

Mr. Menzies thundered: “If there
was to be a battle before the Aus-
tralian electors upon the principle
of whether the law should be obey-
ed, then the battle was on.”
Fortunately for Mr. Menzies and

unfortunately for the people, it was
not on. v

One further quotation from the
“Sydney Morning Herald” of June
29. It wrote:—

it is sincerely to be hoped that

. the labor movement will shed
its suspicions and abandon its ob-
struction, and freely co-operate
with the Federal government in ex-
pediting the completion of the
national defence programme. Never
was unity among Australian people
of all classes more imperative than
it is today.”

What a beautiful picture of unity
old “granny” conjures up—the
lambs lying down with the wolves;
the workers at peace with their ex-
ploiters, contented wage-slaves of
capital.

But “Granny’s” dream was rudely
shattered. The working class openly
challenged the right of the capital-
ists to make whatever laws they
wished when it determined fo defy
the Constitution and Parliament on
the National Register issue. The
lines of the class struggle were sud-
denly more sharply drawn.

Implicit in this decision of the
trade union movement was a warn-
ing that this force—the working
class—which today challenges a
particular law passed by Parlia-
ment, will one day contest the right
of the capitalist to continue to rule,
to exploit the masses and despoil
our counfry in the interest of the
rich minority.

The dismay of the employing
classes was equalled only by that
of the Rightwing of the Labor
Party. Although the trade union

september, 1939

ovement was united in its opposi-
Ton to the National Register the
Federal Executive of the Labor
party deliberately went out of its
way to confuse the issues and split
the workers' ranks. The Labor
party leaders denounced the boy-
cott and conspired with certain
Rightwing trade union officials to
disrupt the campaign. Curtin,
Forgan-Smith, Fallon, Lang and
others worked day and night to re-
verse the decision of the trade
unions.

It is interesting to note that the
arguments of the Labor Party lead-
ers differed but little from those of
Menzies and the “Sydney Morning
Herald.”

Mr. Forgan Smith, Queensland
Labor Premier, was one of the most
outspoken of the reformists. In
opposing the boycott at the meeting
of the Federal executive of the
Labor Party, he said: “The Labor
pParty could not support the prin-
ciple that the people should be al-
lowed to choose which laws they
would observe and which they
would refuse to observe. Such a
principle was fascist.” (“SM.H.,"
June 28.) 3

Mr. Smith seems to have an in=
verted conception of fascism. I
must confess I was not aware that
Hitler and Mussolini had establish-
ed the “principle” that the people
should be “allowed to choose which
laws they would observe and which
they would refuse.” My concep-
tion was that under fascism laws
were brutally conceived and still
more brutally enforced. 3

Those who would brand the atti-
tude taken by the trade union
movement as faseist will need to
advance better arguments .th*;:
Smith. In any case, what is mr?,e-
like fascism than the National
gister Act itself?

Menzies had no mandate lghl;::i
such legislation, which i8 2 b
to democracy. It was lmpﬂge ookt
the people from above aml 4 the
Mengzies, Forgan-Smith anc oo
capitalist press all shouted mmu
‘saon—it is the law and the law

e obeyed.

The  Federal _executive g&mt"%f
Labor Party condemned thgive‘ ani
,al Register as “provoca ly and
dangerous” and the SUPP
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Development Act as ‘“imj
wages and working c
this estimate is true, and we
no doubt it is, then why lack
courage to urge the workers to figh!
against such laws. The election of
a labor government and repeal of
the legislation was the only hope
held out by the Labor Party leaders.
And this, they declared in their
resolution, “provides the Constitu-
tional and only lawfully effective
method of saving the workers of
the Commonwealth from the un-
democratic and dangerous legisla-
tion of the Menzies government.”
Their concern for the law and
for Constitutional methods must
indeed be gratifying to the pro-fas-
cist financial interests who rule
Australia.
Mr. Forgan Smith indignantly
declared that “Labor Ministers in
Queensland, Tasmania and West-
ern Australia had sworn an oath
to observe the law.” Defiance of
the law “might lead to the immedi-
ate dismissal of Labor govern-
ments.”
Such was the terrible prospect
Smith put before the labor move-
ment. After all he was elected to
office and made the proud Premier
of Queensland to administer capit-
alism, to see that the working class
remain the wage slaves of the nc_h
exploiters. To do other than tr
would be contrary to the Constiu-
tion—that Constitution the ruling
class had framed to preserve their
property, their privileges and their
right to exploit and oppress the |
the people. To do other t.ha.p th!ﬁ i
would be a violation of his “oath |
of office which is more holy than I
the principles of the Labor move- .
ment and democracy. : : |
Of course, Mr. Forgan Smith did
support @ resolution of protest
against_the National Regnster Itl‘):,

people Apt.r
Zies.
gies said: «parliament m

tm%leegﬁws and if the people did _:étl).l
like the laws they could change | et
Parliament to change the 1aWs . . -
(“S.M.H." June 30.) In other words,

you must ‘protest dn so at
pallot, elect & Labor &

No government is seriously di




Page 572

ed at protests—they are always re-
mmé’ them—but to talk of defying
the law, of boycotting the Register,
that is altogether too much.

So far as laws are concerned we
would say that if they are oppres-
sive, if they are conceived to limit
or undermine the rights of the
people and the labor movement, as
is the case with the National Regis-
ter and the Supply and Develop-
ment Acts, then it is the duty of
the people not only to protest but
to defy such laws, and render them
ineffective. As one of the leaders
of the Spanish Republicans said:
“It is better to die fighting for
liberty than to live on one's knees.”

If the labor movement werg_to
confine its activities to constitu-
tional methods only it would be re-
duced to impotence. The labor
movement was built in defiance of
tyrannical laws. Little more than
a hundred years ago the formation
of trade unions was unlawful and
the workers were without the rights
of freedom of speech, press and
assembly. Had the pioneers of the
labor movement been constitutional
lick-spittles, the trade union move-
ment would not be as powerful and
would not have the same rights as
it has today.

But this pandering to constitu-
tionalism has an even more sinister
meaning—it paves the way for
fascism. In Germany when Hitler
was making his bid for power, the
Social Democrats urged the work-
ers not to resort to other than con-
stitutional methods to express their

opposition. They confused the labor
movement and brought division in
its ranks and destroyed the workers.
Hitler came to power by constitu-
tional means.

The slavish worship of the con-
stitution by the Rightwing leaders
of the Labor Party, their calculated
splitting of the workers' forces in
the face of the capitalist attack,
threaten us with a fate similar to
that of the German labor move-
ment.

The capitalist press and also the
reformists like to tell us that fas-
cism cannot happen here, that we
;n;stmltam al;i_' such “natural de-
nocrats” no other system would
tolerated. They might be ltkensz
to a murderer who, by flattery, lulls
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spicions of his intended vie-
the before striking the deadly blow,
All this talk that “it can’t happen
here” has one object: to dull the
vigilance of the people so that it
can happen here.

It is happening here as can be
seen from the restrictions on free-
dom of speech, particularly over the
wireless, and the legislation Men-
zies introduced (National Register
and Supply and Development Act)
using the defence requirements of
the country as the pretext. The
Australian Constitution is being
used to attack democracy and in-
troduce fascism and yet when the
working class determined to put a
stop to this and call a halt to the
advance of fascism, for this was
the real meaning of the boycott
campaign, the Labor Party leaders,
Curtin, Smith, Lang and Co., de-
mand nothing buf “constitutional
methods.” If Forgan S I 1
ing for “fascist princip i
do well to look at his ot
and that of his colleagues

Under great pressure fro
Labor Party leaders and ti
alist press a majority of
bers of the A.C.T.U. executive, at a
meeting on July 25, decided in favor
af lifting the boycott and a recom-
mendation was made to the Trades
and Labor Councils to this effect.
Melbourne Trades Council rejected
the recommendation by 117 votes to
45 but Sydney (52 to 48), Brisbane
(52 to 44) and Adelaide (44 to 22}
endorsed the recommendation and
the boycott was lifted.

The Communist Party emerged
from the struggle with flying colors.
Our decisions first to boycott the
Register and then, after the trade
union decision to withdraw, to lift
the boycott, were correct. To have
persisted with the boycott, to have
advised the workers to defy their
frade unions would have created a
sreater division in the workers’
ranks and isolated us from large
numbers of workers, There was o
other course to pursue,

Thg lifting of the boycott was un-
questionably a sethack for the left-
wing, but this fact must not prevent
us from acknowledging the suc-
cesses of the campaign. Mr. Men-
zies was forced to give written as-
surances that the National Register
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would not be used to im

trial or military conscrf;?ﬁ'%ﬁ“i',‘fg
to agree to facilitate a private
members’ bill to amend the Supp
and Development Bill in such :
manner as to preserve award wages
and conditions in government en-
terprises.

Those are no small concessions
and certainly they would not haye
peen won had the trade unions,
from the beginning, followed the
milk and water policy of the Labor
party. And it is necessary for the
labor movement to campaign un-
remittingly to see that Menzies
gives effect to his assurances.

A far greater victory, however,
was in sight—the defeat of the
Menzies government,

When the labor movement decid-
ed to hoycott the Register the cap-
italist press, viclously denouncing

icion, worked overtime try-
ip up an election atmos-
vorable to the Menzies
nt. Mr. Menzies and his
re watching the position
. as well as giving the cam-
al o kick along. But all to no
avail, The boycott was proving a
tremendous success. The date for
the completion of the Register was
extended from July 29 to Aug. 10,
after the A.C.T.U. had decided to
lift the boycott. On August 1, that
is three days after the original clos-
ing date only 500,000 out of an an-
ticipated 1,500,000 forms had been
submitted. Let those trade umion
officials who were fearfully claim:
ing that the workers WEre no!
applying the boycott ponder ovsr
those figures. It is true, a lar‘,g
number of those who had not ﬂlled
in forms would have done S0 lllnat.
the boycott been persisted in, t'l:lz
the fact that they delayed to the
very last moment suggests that t.lg;:é
were not enthusiastic about b
Register and would welcome
chance to have done with it. o

That only one-third of those € Lgt
ible had submitted forms by Aug 2t
1, is truly an amaging result

COMMUNIST REvIEW

e Sy
class people as well as w

h orkers,
i1 the issue had come to a vote 2
‘é’:;!rtl?rity af:f fh! people would

a 5 E T~
bt g the Menzies govern

Had the boyeott been persisted in
the Menzies government would of
necessity have had to go to the
country for a government whose
gvgs arle flouted by the people—

n a large minority of the people
—cannot rule. 7

The Labor Party leaders, Curtin,
Smith, Lang and others saved the
Menzies government from an igno-
minous defeat.

It would seem, however, that
there were none who feared the
thought of an election like the
Labor Party Rightwing. They were
afraid not because of possible de-
feat but because of almost certain
victory. Curtin and his colleagues
fear power. Such is the leadership
the Labor Party is blessed with—
they are horrified at the thought of
the workers defying the law and
on the other hand they tremble
with fear at the thought of having
to take over the reins of govern-
ment. Lenin once defined a Phili-
stine as a “bladder filled with fear
and trembling.” What Philistines
are the leaders of the Labor Party!

Nothing more was wantqd than
the stand of the trade unions on
the National Register to reveal the
Rightwing in their true light. In
times of crisis, when they must de-
cide for the working class or ;l}e
capitalist class the Lahor reformists
inevitably tend to the side of capit-
al. And crisis will follow crisis more
rapidly than ever in the future.

he lifting of the boycott was &
seI;T-back for the Leftwing but I’.E;sa
together with the knowledge gal i
from the struggle of the role of o
Labor Party opportunists, m'to-
make us work harder than aﬂgm
spike their guns and render them

incapable of further ﬁamase .

5 e Fgd
hoog=-¢iintr s
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A GRAMMAR OF POLITICS
L. Harry Gould

A further contribution fo our language controversy.

NE night last month in Corfu
0 stree%, Woolloomooloo, OVer g
thousand people were gatherss
around a Communist Speas ’
Three families in the street wer
about to be evicted, and the speaker
Wwas exhorting the crowd to prevent
the bailiffs and police from com-
mitting the crime of forcing poor
people out of their homes.

The crowd was angry. Men and
women cursed the landlords and
the government of the Jandlords.
Eyes glowed with hatred. The
speaker told of the sufferings of the
people and called for action in de-
fence of their simple rights. The
crowd responded. Barbed wire was
strung round the houses, windows
were barred, and hammers and
hatchets were gripped in the hands
of tenants and neighbours.

Here was an exciting act in the
drama of the class struggle. Hun-
dreds of people, for the first time
in their lives, were stirred to united
action. Political experience became
theirs, and a social consciousness
and perhaps even a revolutionary
understanding lighted up, however
dimly, much that was previously
dark and perplexing in their lives.

I recalled the Corfu Street evic-
tion fight when I read J. N. Raw-
ling's “Conserving Our Language.”
I could picture him near the speak-
er's stump, watching with enthusi-
asm the fighting spirit of the crowd
but sorrowfully shaking his head
every time the speaker split an in-
finitive or mixed up cases. From
Rawling’s article one might infer
that the decisive factor in the
movement for freedom is not the
daily and hourly struggles of the
masses, but rather the niceties of
an expressive literary style,

Out of struggle, and reflecting the
resultant new understanding, the
workers add new words and terms
to their vocabulary: solidarity, class
war, Socialism, strike, Soviet, the
Party, struggle, unity—good words

which the workers come to treasure
and to employ with increasing fre-
quency. Then there are words
which denote things of evil portent
to them: boss, bosses’ state, splitter,
scab, trotskyist, fascist. Both the
good and the bad ones reflect the
dialectics of social evolution. But
the problem of language can be ap-
proached only from the standpoint
of the social actions and conditions
which it describes. “In the begin-
ning was the deed”’—not the word,
st. John notwithstanding. There
is little that is praceful or euphon-
ious in “bosses’ state,” but to the
Corfu Street residents the term is
now, thanks to the 1te leader-
ship given them, fill ith a clear
meaning. In the ¢ guestions of
bread, democrac] d peace, the
grammar of politics kes preced-
ence by a long way over an English
grammar.

* @

The supporters of Kevin Con-
nolly have forgotten this element-
dgry truth in the controversy in
these pages since May. Indeed,
they have run far beyond the cus-
tomary limits of controversy. ExX-
aggeration is the usual pitfall for
protagonists in every debate, but
how is one to account for such a
distortion as the following: “Purdy
claims that because our Party has
grown, our language must have
been good.” Now, now, Jim! Purdy
never said that!

Worse is to come. JNR. warns
that unless Communists change
their language style they “will con-
tinue disgusting and driving away,
or failing to convince, thousands as
we have done in the past.” 4

It is not quite the same, but this
statement and the vehemence with
which it is made, reminds me 0f
the temperance orator: “You won't
live long if you drink beer,” he
harangued his audience.

Interjector: “But my grandpa has
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ngg_n drinking all his life, and he's

Orator: “Yes, but if he hadn't
been a drinker he might have been
100 years old by now.”

There are three mistakes of a
fundamental character in that one
statement of Rawling’s.

One. It ignores unity in struggle
and, generally, a correct political
line as the principal factor in at-
tracting workers to our Party, If
there were some “disgusted and
driven away,” it was because of an
inadequately developed political
line; the language factor was then,
as now, guite secondary.

Two. Rawling forgets that many
of our present advanced leaders
were politically and “linguistically”
not so advanced then, and that
both leaders and workers have at-
tained higher standards in both
spheres only in the course of count-
less struggles.
ree. Our Miles's, Sharkey’s,
Dixon's and all our leaders, writers,
2kers, propagandists and agita-
s appreciate the urgent need to
ove their language, and are
persistently studying and fitting
themselves to this end. It should
not have been necessary to mern-
tion so obvious a fact. Our Purdy's,
MeceWilliams's, Gould’s, ete, are
consciously, purposively, persist-
ently studying grammar and style,
and are employing every means to
acquire a better mastery of the
people’s English. p .

Actually, there is nothing new i
the controversy. The problem of
learning to use simpler and more
expressive language, and to avoid
hackneyed terms, has befmlﬂl,s-
cussed a thousand times (No! I'm
not overstating a fact) in our vari-
ous Party organisations. 1f Ct:u‘ﬂ‘;l
rades Connolly and Rawling ha
presented their contributions in the
form of suggestions and criticisms
along these lines, the controversy
would not have been marred {
such lopsidedness and extrpvagent
claims. If it continues in tha
strain, then readers of our Press
will hunt for grammatical rmst::kes
instead of reading this or that story
of a strike for better conditions, 01;
an estimation of some international
avent, or a definition of policy.

One correspondent spoke O
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“Communists vomiti :
Bt "ot 40K
omit out words! ¢
criticism. Succly
It is sheer political backwardness
—specifically, the influence of bour-
geois intellectualism—which ae-
counts for the tenor of the “criti-
cism” against present-day Com-
munist propaganda and agitation.
Who are most of our speakers and
writers? Workers who have been
deliberately kept uneducated by
capitalism, but whose class con-
sciousness impelled them to step
forward and give the call to
struggle. Most of them came
straight into the position of lead-
ing writers and speakers “from the
long end of a pick handle.” There
were no others to come forward.
(Some persons with better quali-
fications from the standpoint of
command of language did offer
themselves. One was a University
professor who today is protecting
Nazi agents in Australia. Who would
accept such spurious coin?) If the
material our writers produce is
lacking in fine turns of phrase and
vivid imagery, the fault lies with
the ruling class. Why the sneers
and smirks? Why does Connolly,
with evident amazement and dis-
gust, exclaim: “What a difference
between writing such as theirs (of
Lenin and Stalin) and the general
run of Communist writing both in
Russia and outside?” _
Connolly here exhibits a striking
lack of political vision and histor-
ical perspective. For a parallel, one
can point to the “crities” of the
level of industrial technigue in the
Soviet Union during the First and
Second Five Year Plans. They com-
plained about the poor workman-
ship in manufactured goods, for-
getting that immense numbers of
the workers in the factories had
been but recently peasants who had
lived and worked in a primitive
social economy where even such
commonplace tools as screw-drivers
and saws were unknown.
“crities” couldn’t see humanity be-
ing re-created on the basis of work-
ing-class power; they only noted,
and broadeast to the world, that a
bell in some hotel didn't ring and
that some articles they purchased
were of a rough finish. id Rl
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pradce at, Connolly’s remarks and
nlitwcep%n improving our language
as such, and the criticisms he made
were quite good. But he won't help
solve the least problem of the class
strugele if he stands nonplussed at
the difference in standard between
a Lenin and the average Irun of
Party speaker and writer.
ne more illustration on dialec-
tlcg and the evolution of language.
Some years ago, when I was in
the organised unemployed move-
ment, the then State Council draft-
ed a document on organisation for
circularisation among all unem-
ployed branches and local councils.
I was asked for an opinion. One
objection I raised was that the
language was too technical, too
political. I was informed that
years of organisation and struggle
by the unemployed rendered them
capable of easily understanding the
document. A year or two earlier,
the terminology would indeed have
been too difficult, but not now. The
struggle had given them the cap-
acity to think, plan, create; they
were mastering science and culture
in the process of combat with the
class enemy. And so on, How would
a Connolly have estimated the
document? He would have sald,
“But couldn't the language still
have been improved?”’ To which
the reply, already suggested above,
would have been:

“Yes, of course. And it’s up to
those who can improve it for us
to help us. We shall be grateful.
But for the love o' Mike, don't carp
at what we've done up to now. Re-
member our background. If this
document isn't as polished as it
might be—well, we've done a lot
without any polish! Now, you've
come along to help, good-o. But
keep in mind that what we say and
write has come out of our hearts,
out of our years of hunger, the
years of dole queues, our class sol-
idarity, the clashes we've had with
the bosses' police, all that we and
our wives and kiddies have been
through. We'd like to talk and
‘write like Stalin, or even this Clif-
-'mm you mention: we've never
heard of Clifford, but never mind
‘that. We'll get on, and we'll move
faster if you stand with us.”
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If the foregoing on language and
life and work in the front lines of
the class strugele is clear, the re-
maining points will present no diffi-
culty.

About the “terms of endearment”
towards our leaders which irk the
Kearsley correspondent, and also
the “abject genuflexions” from the
pen of JN.R. I am sure that these
comrades de not feel as we do, or
they would write differently! There
is no other possible reason.

Lenin once wrote an article,
“Does the Proletariat Need Authori-
ties?”’ and answered the interro-
gatory in the affirmative. He in-
stanced Marx and Engels as auth-
orities for the working class. We
in our day present Lenin and Stalin
as authorities. Why? Because it
is precisely what they are. Because
they are among the very greatest
men in history. Because they stand
between mankind and universal
misery. Because BStalin is the
leader of progressive humanity in
its life-and-death struggle with
barbarism.

Terms of endearment or denun-
ciation in the mouths of Commun-
ists express concrete realities of life.

. Connolly says that the term “fas-
cist hangmen” is now hackneyed.
We learn that Franco has hung,
shot or by other methods done to
death 100,000 democrats. The
hangings continue, but the term is
obsolete!! Dimitrov’s article in the
August “Communist Review” must
stand condemned because if, too,
comes within the strictures of our
language “experts.” A characteri-
sation, however, is not abuse.

In 1912 Stalin wrote the leaflet
for May Day. In it occur such ex-
pressions as “Death to bloody Tsar-
dom!” There are guite a few of
them, too. I suppose some Russian
Connolly’s or Rawling's shuddered
at what they considered to be
“clinches”; possibly Stalin in the
passion of struggle against Tsarist-
capitalist terror violated some rule
of syntax. But it was the rulers of
Russia who had real occasion 1o
shudder when they realised that
that leaflet roused fresh thousands
of workers, and marked one more
step forward in the historic march
of the Russian masses to freedom.

Communist Review

Jors PR K

NAME s

el

MODERN PUBLISHERS PTY. LTD.

312 Rawson Chambers, Rawson Place,

Sydney

~ A Suggestion from

Our Editor

2 Subscriber to the “Communist
and thus insure regular and

1al delivery by post.

Fill in this form and return it to

| i+ Please post me:

us with a remittance.

The Communist Review regularly for
3 months

12 months 6 months

(Strike out what is not required)

enclose. ....... ...«

ADDRESS e e

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 12 months, 6/-;
3 months, 1/6. Post Free.

6 months, 3/-

o
25 B

3 T B

T




m/-as ¢

BLE BY SUBSCRIBING TO
PERIODICALS IN ENGLISH

News
ustrated weekly. Gives you a comprehensive, up-
to-date and authoritative picture of the Sovier Union: a I :
News, &atures, interpretations of foreign events. .:
Twenty—four pages. -
One year, price 8/-. Six months 4/-. : L=
Single copy 2d. "_s

Sovietland '
Tllustrated monthly. Keeps you in touch with Soviet "B
arts, letters and sciences. Feature articles on various
phases of Soviet life. One year 8/, six months 4/-,
single copy 9d.

U.S.8.R. In Construction
Richly illusttated monthly. The beautiful pictures
show i a striking manner the Socialist industry  the
sovkhos, s and kolkhozes, the general culture, the

] people ¢ the Sovier Union and their everyday life.

o = One year 12/-, six months 6/6, single copy 1/3.

Internatio :al Literature
Tllustratec. monthly. Devoted to Socialist culture in
the ULS.E.R., to anti-fascist literature and art of all
countries.

One year /-, six months 4/3, single copy 9d.

I

Combined annu; | subscription rates:

MOSCOV. NEWS AND SOVIETLAND 14/-

MOSCOW NEWS AND U.S.S.R. IN
CONSTRUCTION .. 17/-

MOSCCW NEWS AND INTER-
NATIONAL LITERATURE .. .. 15/-

Orders to be placed with:
PUBLISHERS PTY. LTD.
312 Rawson Chambers,

Rawson Place, Sydney

g urw e I‘“mlﬁ

115 T, gem‘:,l‘z:::;;l Blrehel:, ?oyuney NS.W.
T, , contractor, 155 Forbes fes
Sydney 3 L




