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® THE WRITING ON THE wm v

THE Upper Hunter (N.S.W.)

by-election resulted in a political
cataclysm  for the reactionary
U.AP.-CP. Coalition Government.

The Country Party retained the
seat but only by a very narrow mat-
gin. It was indeed a Pyrrhic vicrory.

The Upper Hunter constituency
is in the heart of a wealthy farming
and grazing district, and has always
been regarded as a “safe” Country
Party seat.

In the 1935 election the successful
Country Party candidate was not
extended to win by a majority of
1,121 over Labor and Independant
rivals.

In last month’s by-election this
was reduced to a bare 100 votes.
Labor increased its strength by over
2000 votes.

It needs no Daniel to interpret
the meaning of this writing on the
wall. The days of the present gov-
ernment are numbered. It has been
weighed in the balances and found
wanting. When it goes to the polls
it will be smashed. The people of
New South Wales want a Labor
Government. That is what the Up-
per Hunter result means.

For the past seven years the State
has languished under the mistule of
the UAP-CP. junta. This has
been a period of seven fat years for
the monopolists but seven exceed-
ingly lean years for the people.

Milk monopolists, food m

lists and rent rad:emr& ve M
a gloriously rapacious time p;un‘dgga
ing the community. While the mt
of living has soared to stm
phere heights wages have been an-
chored to underground levels.

It has not simply been a case of
the government casting a Nelsonian
eye upon this course of events, it
has actually intervened to smooth
the path for the robbers.

Amongst other things it disposed
of the State Brickworks for a mere
song, giving the brickmaking com-
bine a clear field in which to ex-
ploit the building public.

However, this particular combine
over-reached itself in grabbing for
super profits and brought upon it-
self a Royal Commission. As a
sequel to this, if public pressure
does not relax, many friends of the
government will find themselves in
court answering charges of breaches
of the Monopolies Act.

If justice and not the law was to
hold sway they would be joined in
the dock by their governmental ac-
complices.

How, it might be asked, W'
people of New South Wal
ated this mgime for

 has
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results, had’ lost faith' in Stevens, ‘At the same time we must teach ‘ ;
% THIS CAPITALISM @

Mair and Co., but were not pre- the people how to organise and i

%r:d:guﬁp gortbeL ﬁor 1:;‘1“ L"fmg‘ struggle against these concern_s. " ..« Imperialism is an immense accumulation of money capital in a
They not amed for view-  The people are already hostile to few countries . . . Hence the extraordinary. growth of a class, or rather of
ing the present government’s policy the present government. We must a category, of bondholders (rentiers), i.e people who live' by “clippin
as a continuation of that instituted  ghouw them that the shortest route to coupons,” ,wbo take no part wr’ratever) ir; i roduction, who yof e
B ite $hen in office, ¢ T i fie Ay 9 1 P L P s se profession is
T St its. :!ar V. owg a llﬁfs t1r1o'ub| idleness.” (Lenin’s Imperialism.)
Labor Party, ‘united under 2 new ﬁilit: ir:lfnn:fli;: ds;:i?dz SEATY RECENT case in the N.S.W. . "In addition to_ the yacht he
leadersht'p, and pursuing a progtes- IR AR e swrin T 0 : ‘Equi.ty Court provided an illu-  usually kept two mator cars, one of
sive anti-trust policy and the situ. SRERORHA N o (e sug ojt o‘l minating 1nsllgl}t into the mod.el of which was always a Rolls Royce”
ation is changed, the Labor Party. This swifj)l i living of certain of our parasitical As for the poor widow her plight
Already there was evidence of kept pace with t‘he forward : o upper classes. must bring quick tears of sympathy
this in the Huestville and Waverley to ascendency of i o Mary Alice Hordern, widow of to the eyes of all working women.
by-elections where the candidates of wingwithin !:h ¢ Pp : ;?roEresswo the late Anthony Shoubra Hordern, “Mrs. Hordern, now 39,” said the
t!‘li.‘ “new” ALP. reccived substan-  come more m ak daw, Bl was claiming an increased annual Judge, “was the daughter of a re-
tial support from the urban middle free bt it s SIIH,CC some de- _ allowance from the deceased’s estate. tired colonel and had not been
classes and wene in with flying sooner com lyt e ueve#_ The The late Anthony Shoubra unde-  trained to any profession or occupa-
colors, the s ﬁttepE € unity is realised and : niably belonged to the category re- tion. ;
Ubpper Hunter gave the opportu- betterPWillrialgﬂi [r;; ;inall rout the ‘ ferred to in the quotation from "She would seem to be quite in-
nity for R e o e fteh to wrest Lenin’s Imperialism. capable of earning her own liw'.ng
tty constituencies, and it to] B overiinens. M the present His forrune was inherited, he (poor soul) or even :upp!en_iennn.g
! same story—the people are EL10 oA Tabor' Goves ) | played no pare ‘in production, his her meand of livelihood (isn’t it
death of the Present government able to solve 4| l;ment will not be profession was idleness. terrible) by her own exertions.”
and more than ready for 4 change, the people of I\(I) St‘[;; P r.obIer.ns of Hear what the learned Judge said We can just picture the Judge
Ut it is npt enough that we. best be able ¢ Wil about him in his summing up. weeping into his wig as the sad story
should Passively register the course the masses Odeu; L2 burc.icn for “. .. he lived a somewhat no- unfolds and instructing the Court
o% events, it is not sufficiens for us of del:ertn:n:ctfl i g madic life, during which period it that it should:
f0 merely interpret ¢h, desires of monopolists wh fesistance by the would seem his main purposes were ~ “Allow such maintenance as
-the masses, ours is the leading role fold more tw ol MH- become ¢en. to indulge in the pastimes of yacht- would allow the widow to live in a
n transforming the ] of the a reverse a :;_:cu ent if they suffer ing and to evade or mitigate the reasonable degree of comfort and
People into action, T ¢ polls. pressure of income tax legislation.” without anxiety in the state of life
The people are already hogti], os:ibl'? not beyond the bounds of What a terrific strain he must to which she was accustomed ..
the monopolists. We must ; fi ;o 50 fity that they might male have labored under. Qur poor heart ~ The Court’s verdict was that Mrs.
our efforts 1o Mepsity S0z attempt ‘to prevens gl people bleeds with compassion when we Hordern was entitled to have her

if‘ all spheres of E::::ﬁ?:ea:;[mr;s if;c'"t;] del[_i"ering a verdict at the polls think of this noble pillar of capita- annuity increased to £1000 and the
tical life, The ramificationg fpohl- sha e light of the way things are list society cruising the seven seas in  trustees of the estate were directed
gifhe s a sweat of anguish, cudgelling his to apply £3000 to the purchase and

monopolies and ghepr "
: fif political con.  1¢ gt shoul furnishing of a suitable home for

d prove to be i colossal brain to conjure up new

nections must bE dra 3
gged into ¢fy ' home -
oPen and kept congeap] s ¢ case then the pegple yi . 6.5, Je il ok o Her tmiekrelin e
fi P'e will not pe g means of defeating the taxatio g ; 0
SO 30 ; ,y ore the o accept the challenge, ey laws of his country. Such is this system de!m‘ ‘
And if he should grow tited of The people who play no u e

L ]
i ® L
the sea he could always repair to in production, v

the land— idlertess, who




ing a living, are rewarded with
homes and a life of comfort
free from all anxiety. While the
workers who build the fine houses
and produce the good things of life
live in dark hovels and endure the

NATIONAL

THE great October Socialist Re-

volution, having abolished the
rule of the landlords and capitalists,
opened up the road of free develop-
ment for all nationalities of the
Sov:r:et Union. The Russian prole-
tariat liberated the peoples who were
subje_c:ed to oppression and colonial
exploitation under Tsarism and
created the conditions for their poli-
tical, economic and culeural develop-
ment. On the basis of the self.de.
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discomforts of a life on the basic
wage, a life which is never free from
anxiety as to whether even this will
not give way on the morrow to an
even more insecure existence on the

dole. ~—E. W. CAMPBBELL,

SOVIET BUDGET AND THE

QUESTION

backward peoples of the U.S.S.E. in
order to accelerate the development
of Socialist industry, agticulture and
culture in the national Republics.

The State budget approved by the

Third Session of the Supreme Soviet
of the U.S.S.R. provides for the fur.
tbeF growth of all branches of
natxvonal economy and culture in the
Union and authonomons Republics.
The aggregate total of the 1939 Re-

termination of ghe e publican and local budgets of the

.S.S.R. has byl Up a common-
we‘alth of peoples, who are building
3 joyous and happy life, 5 thing im-
possible under capitalism,

é)ni.on Republics was fixed by the
ession at 38,721,843.000

which, acmrdi’ng : e
data, represents an

to  preliminary
increase of 12.4

- The Socialist development of the R iBurey  The

national Republics which in the pa

Third Session of the Su

preme Sovi
f’f the U.SS.R. endorsed the fol(izl‘:f
ing total figures of the State budgets

I _th" all-round assistance of the work. Bl tacique e Sepiblics for

fh.eﬁationll-Repuincs, no small pare
by the Soviet State bud,

- assistance to the formerly

193_9:_ Russian  Soviet
Socialist Republic~—23,978,l44 000
l rubles, Ukrainian S.SR—s¢ 5,42-
omic and cyltyral development of ‘13031(;(1)2}(:5:‘81(3)1083, il S.S’.R._’-
,301,464, rubles, Azerbaid;
S.S.R.—-992,967,000 rubles, (;'ret:nlrm.f

4 get.  ia; SO
State budget provides for active A:lmefifnR. 1,147,806,000 tubles,

tubles, Tur

Federative

S8R i— 439,670,000
kmen S.S.R.—-495,583,-
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000 rubles, Uzbek S.S.R.—1,441.-
517,000 rubles, Tadjik S.5.R—482,-
680,000 rubles, Kazakh S.S.R.—
1,513,770,000 rubles, Kirghiz S.S.R.
—386,251,000 rubles. While the
aggregate total of all the Republican
and local budgets of the Union Re-
publics for 1939 shows a 12.4 per
cent. increase over 1938, the State
budget of the Turkmen S.S.R. shows
a 22.4 per cent. increase and the
budget of the Kazakh S.S.R., an
increase of 20.1 per cent.

The revenue of the Republican
and local budgets is made up of in-
come from the Socialist national
economy under the jurisdiction of
the Republican and local bodies,
from the agricultural tax, from pro-
fits of Socialist industry, from State
loans and other sources. Republics
where revenue sources are compara-
tively small, receive a larger percent-
age of State revenue, derived in the
given Republic, for their own bud-
gets. This makes it possible to de-
velop industry and culture in the
formerly backward Republics at a
more rapid pace. In 1937 18.8 per
cent. of all State revenue derived in
the RSFSR. was left in the
RS.F.SR. budget, whereas in the
case of the Turkmen S.S.R, its bud-
get received 63.8 per cent. of all
State revenue, the budget of the Kir-
ghiz S.S.R. received 71.9 per cent.,
the budget of the Armenian S.S.R.
received 86.4 per cent., and that of
the Tadjik S.S.R. 100 per cent. of
all State revenue.

The budgets of Union Republics
grow more rapidly than the State
budget of the US.SR. as a whole.
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Thus, for example, during the
period from 1933 to 1939, the State
budget of the U.S.SR. as a whole
incerased 3.3 times, whereas the
budget of the Byelorussia S.5.R. in-
creased 3.9 times, the budget of the
Ukrainian S.S.R. 3.8 times, the bud-
get of the Uzbek S.S.R. 3.6 times,
and the budgets of the Turkmen,
Azerbaidjan, Georgian and Armen-
ian Soviet Socialist Republics in-
creased 3.4 times.

In addition to budget appropria-
tions of the Union Republics, tre-
mendous sums are allocated each
year for the economic and cultural
development of these Republics out
of the State budget of the U.S.S.R
The 1939 budget of the Kazakh
SSR. for instance, amounts to
1,513,770,000 rubles, whilst alloca-
tions from the State budget of the
U.S.S.R. for the construction of the
Balkhash copper smelting plant,
situated on the territory of this Re-
public, alone amount to 509,000,000
rubles this year.

The State budget of the U.S.S.R.
provides for a twenty-five fold in-
crease in social and cultural expen-
diture in 1939 as compared with
1928.29 fiscal year. The budgets of
the Union Republics show an even
greater increase in expenditure on
this item: the budget of the Kirghiz
S.S.R. shows an increase of 34 times,
the Kazakh S.S.R. 31 times, ‘the
Turkmen S.S.R. 29 times, and the
budgets of the Azerbaidjan, Geor-
glan and Armenian &MM




‘These figures bear witness to the ex-
ceptional possibilities that . the
U.S.S.R presents for the flourishing
of culture, national in form and
Socialist in content.
~ Prior to the revolution many of
the non-Russian nationalities. of
Tsarist Russia did not have their
own alphabet, nor schools, nor their
own intellectual forces. The major-
ity of the population in the non-Rus-
sian regions was illiterate. The
Soviet Union has introduced and
enforced  universal elementary edu-
cation, and in the Third Five-Year
Plan period it will enforce universal
secondary education in the cities and
semi-secondary education in the
national Republics and in the rural
districts. The development of pub-
lic education in the U.S.SR, may
be judged from the following facts:
In 1914 only 400 children attended
school in Tadjikistan, in 1939 the
Tadjik Republic’s schools are attend-
ed by 328,000 pupils in the Kirghiz
S.S.R. the number of school pupils
has increased from 7,000 in 1914 to
312,000 in 1939, The respective
figures for the Kazakh S.S.R. are
105,000 and 1,118,000. In the Us-
bek S.SR. there were only 16,000
iﬂ_hml.pupils in 1914 as compared
with 1,232,000 in 1939, and in the
Turkmen S.SR. the number of
S e T
mﬁstbiarwa:fa;‘.}, m f?14 :m-
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iik; Kazakh and Kirghiz Republics,
In 1938 Byelorussia had 23 higher
educational establishments, the Azer-
baidjan S.S.R. had 14, the Armenian
S.S.R. 8, the Turkmen S.S.R. 5, the
Uzbek S.SR. 29, the Tadjik S.S.R.
5, the Kazakh S.S.R. 21, and the
Kitghizian S.S.R. had 4 higher edu-
cational establishments.

Public health services in the
Union Republics have also deve
ed tempestuously under Sovial rule.
In 1914 there were only 13 doctors
and hospital accommodation for 100
people in the whole of Tadjikistan,
at present there are 440 doctors and
hospitals accommodating 3,675 pat-
tents. In the Kirghiz S.S.R., instead
of 15 doctors and 100 hospital beds
in 1914, there are now 324 doctors
and 3,243 hospital beds. The same
is true of the other Union Republics.
Thus, in the Turkmen S.S.R. there
are now 344 doctors and 5,030 hos-
pital beds as compared with only 56
doctors and 30 hospital beds in 1914,
The number of doctors in the Ar-
menian S.S.R. has grown from 57 in
1914 to 716 in 1939, and the number
of hospital beds from 200 to 3,489,

The development of culture in the
fgrmer backward Republics was
vividly depicted at the recent Kitg-
hiz arc festival in Moscow.  The
members of the Supreme Soviet of
the_ U.S.hS.R. had the oppottunity of
seeing the tremendous su i
the field of culture achievec‘c:lﬁlj;s tl:
people of Kirghizia, where prior to
the revolution there was not a single
theatre performing in the Kirghiz

nguage.

This data shows the great progress

November, 1939

made by the peoples of :the Soviet
Union along the path. leading from
the gloomy reality of the past to the
Socialist reconstruction of the coun-
try- h: . - »
Only the Soviet Socialist system

is capable of providing such cond_L-

vions for the development of form-

erly backward peoples.  For this
system has destroyed the brutal laws
of capitalism which plundered the
weaker nations. The fascist aggres-
sors, with the connivance of the de-
mocratic Powers, have made colc.‘tmlal
slaves of the peoples of Abyssinia,

WOMEN STUDENTS in
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Austeis, Crecho-Slovalda @é}
y ese na-

bania; they have deprived th .
rions of all their gains and are de-
stroying their national culture. .At
the same time, in the land of Social-
ism, the formerly backward peoples
have been given all necessary cofi-
ditions for the development of their
national economy and culture. lela
working people of the caplta;hst
countries and the opprﬁsﬁ.d nations
see their future in the Soviet Union,
chting for this future, and

hey are fi :
Bt Il pass before it be-

no long time wi
comes a reality.

the Tadjikistan Soviet ngum
2t AN
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DCIALISM BRINGS PEACE,
PROGRESS AND PLENTY

Lessons of the Russian Revolution

J. B. Miles

TWENTY—TWO years ago the with the working class in the lead-

grea:v::l::;r and pezsants of the ing role, defeated the attempts
s Unio:.; l:ioe\:rn . nown das l:he destroy the revolution from within
e iilr-l‘strate that the country and from without

B cist[ i::urt, ‘the the unp.eriaﬁs_ts of all countries, The
lists, the state power of thesec?zll:l:: BOIShe; e i
less. exploiters and the power of all I();'OCEE ;d e
Lty ven favorable conditions, which

be smashed. - Cercai i are maturing all over th, d
isted which mac;:tatllzli COnd1F;Gn5 ex- the essential leadership ew‘l"tfﬁr{t(li 3"2‘
inability of the Tsars PZSSL?:E, the vantage of the Russia,n ex| :'e i
fDl'Eﬁ_tu Skt ke :Illd - St:;:e th; :oillii:g people of other lfridlse:;;
inabili e , the and wi
}I:m Lh;y n]f]l the capitalist class to Ol‘ga:i’;e ':‘123 P()lxv.ver a.nd proceed to
e g o g " 2
% :

weariness, sufering ‘:nﬁoi-:}‘ty, war  Bolshevik i wereustsﬂa :}:nd c}‘m
of the workers ISCONtent  the world successf i e first in
and sailors, the peasants, soldiers yon. ¢ stully to take ad.
g pts, e ability of the Bol. I' age of the we

arty, led by Lenin, to give sm. They force

oy

akness of capitaa-
d a breach in the

leadersh; £y heiial

i 1;-.3:: hf;ed millions who Tpen;ist front, ()_verthrew the

iy all’ ad and freedom nals set up Soviets of Wocl
eat brands of mis Ieaders, ers and Soldiers’ o

But no special qualj History ¢
quality, absent ; wory Communise P
the people of other l:ny d;: we:: :: Soviet Unhion, Lo 1803;"-7 of the

be found j
in the make-up of the ctober Socialist Revolu-

le . ;
mﬂf Re??lunmty Russia. In oon smashed capitalism, depyi

party th ons and with such a 3 !_}Outgeoisie of the me; [;rIVEJ

up"libifer: S reactiona uction and converted ¢l it

can be broken i a1 fories, land, rai] e mills, far

lands, in other » ways and banks mro

the pro
' i perty of th
new Power arose, the e of into public Pfope,,;_ whole people,

s of Wotkers and Soldi e s Iished
? the di :

. O mew State pm,,edl: " the proletariar ang eti:t:{c“'shlp of

the toiling people, Bovernment of e vme over the

> the working ¢, country to
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the ruling class.

“The October Revolution thereby
ushered in a new era in the history
of mankind—the era of proletarian
revolutions.”  (Histery C.P.S.U,
page 224.)

There are and have been other
governments manned by  parties
claiming to be socialist. In Australia
we are familiar with such govern-
ments. Whatever advantages these
governments have had for the mas-
ses in contrast to capitalist party
governments not one has succeeded
to finally solve even one problem of
the exploited masses, not one step
has been taken to free the toilers
from exploitation, from the robbery

* of employers, financiers and land-

owners. Numerous reformist gov-
ernments have come and gone but
oloitation, poverty and war con-

Socialism raises the standard of
living for the workers and the work-
ing farmers. There are no wealthy
idlers of any class to draw tribute
from the toiling people. Especially
in the last five or six years in Soviet
Russia there has taken place a con-
tinual increase in wage payments,
reduction in prices and expansion of
social services.

TIn this fruitful country, Australia,
with plentiful and varied natutal re-
sources, with a people whose culture
and technical level is much higher
than that of the Russian masses in
1917, there is unemployment, the
poverty of relief work and the pov-
erty of families on the basic wage.
With rising rents and profiteering
in foodstuffs the standard of living

declines. Australia is a capitalist

COMMUNIST REVIEW

land, its industties belong to the
rich few, to the bankers no-
poly directorates; huge areas of the
best land belong to the pastoral com-
panies and the city lots are private
property.

Socialism means the release of
the working people from tribute to
the rich parasites. In socialist
Russia there has been no unemploy-
ment for ten years. After overcom-
ing the destruction of the imperial-
ist war and the wars of intervention
and restoring the economy of the
country, the expansion of industry
abolished unemployment for ever.
Unemployment cannot exist in a
socialist society, neither that of the
wealthy parasite nor that of the un-
wanted worker. The products of
labor belong not to a few but to
the whole society. Production con-
tinually expands, it is not determined
by private enterprise and profits but
by social planning and the needs of
the people. When the needs of the

people in the socialist land can be
more than met by a seven-hour day,

not unemployment, but more leisure
will follow.

Capitalism  impoverishes the
majority of farmers. In Australia
the decline of export prices and the
restriction of the home market
through the poverty of the workers
ruins thousands of farmers and
large numbers are forced off the
land.

The socialist scene is vastly differ-
ent.

Having got rid of the landowner,
having eliminated the :
exploiter of labor), ha
the millions of
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peasants the advantages of panding industry, sets out to train
collective farming, having developed every young man and wchman to be
industries to supply the farms with fully equipped 'for th.e.c. osen call-
tractors and other machines, social- ing and to provide facilities for new
ism has enabled all the farmers to spheres of endeavor. The best
become well-to-do and cultured citi-  schools are filled by the Heople, thcx.c
zens.  This was fully demonstrated  are no rich parasites as in the capi-
at the huge agriculeural exhibition talist world to monopolise the‘bcst
opened in Moscow on August 1. schools and cut the budgets of the
Members of a Bulgarian parliament-  schools for workers” children,
ary group said of the exhibition: The Russian revolution solved ¢h.
“Today we were enchanted by the national question in the socialist rer-
exhibition. The latter confirms not ritory. Instead of the Tsarist op-
only the tremendous successes of pression of small nations there arose
agriculture in the Soviet Union, but  the mighty union of scores of
the triumph  and might of Soviet nations enjoying equal rights, the
industry.” more backward assisted by the so-
In no capitalist country are the cialist power to develop modern in-
masses of women economically and dustry, abolish illiteracy and develop
polifgically the equals of men as they  the national culture toward the com-

degraded to the leve] of mere slaves
of men, ‘Poverty stricken house\\rives, fo
rearing children for the armies of |,

:fgmmf wog-kmg for les.s‘wages the Jews and enslaves small nations,
an men, d}:]med OPportutiities for  AJl "¢fe imperialist powers exploit
:;;;rsy : énot:a 1't e trades.l and profes. subject peoples, they cannot solve
-y i L;Am émancipates women ¢, national question becayse the
.-om pouttical inequality, frop, Wage  first need is democratic freedom f,
inequality, opens the way to the # e

Fascism stirs up national hatreds
r its own predatory ends, conducts
e most ferocious pogroms against

) - the nation whether it ge arates or
:::‘;le:od:d .pl_-of.efssmn?, to culture Temains associated witly thi hithet:o
s sem;e otl all women, Sp. OPpressing  natjon, Imperialism
wﬂmchildm'as . :z;. . elis @})ther and  raises ey hational problems iy,
iy fewp a. t land does, .Pafe;tine, the partition of Ireland,
) ﬂie'éapitali t- ; . I Austrig) i Czechoslovakia in
e numlsm. world, youeh i Poland, i, China, :

S get into dead. ;

end occupations did 1 In Australia the aborigine

the dole labo, rom thete 1o b‘fing destroyed because fapi:ali::r:
Bt WL Dot surrender th

1
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more or less civilised. While de- deflect the Party from the path o

manding " improved treacmenlt fpr Zoch}lm revolution.” (History, page
ia’ national’ min- : _
oAr?ts;r?gljnsus‘:pE:E::(j that socialism Surrounded ]_)Y lﬁjos:;[; ;jf;:hlstt
would save these people from degra- Poi}qg;i r::aigvg; sp;-;s i
i itation. se { I
datsxzz\i ;}ljrsl]i e:f::::npeace between ers, agents of fo;e}g;gtap;\«:g;,‘msz:;
i - ere defeated.
paeThAR A e o
o 11 Sli':oand mt;ch more has been  themselves to the fc:u-e:gn ]Znemy_ nss(:
Am tli;hed without a monarchy, as to carry on thmpr work  against
ttont landowners and withou: socialism and the Patty. P
"?’Ltl‘m?irq awi[hout private bankers. The stt’uggle‘ to prepare for ;1:
LIEP:CT—:};: lis because such classes and  revolution is in pat;t c;; as:t:lfem :
their many lackeys and institutions against all ma-m]fr Zovocaﬁcn =
were abolished that socialism- has mﬂg@ggg, aga}]:'ls bE o
’:ns-cn realised and the two friendly spyina. At the g R
:-T;JSGG'S of workers and collective revoluuonf the ;:e;rslyd:.:feated g
farmers are on the high road i;{:d,h: t:;rlls B e e
CGETNI'M{'H'!?QF success did not come  takes to wrecking and mlur:!er. P:E:
f‘m '“‘Q-’;m :I‘v“in' a struggle to ad-  they could not succt?ed against e
e “5.3::’” Remnznts of the Party of Lenm-Sta.lm, agams_tajism
[.-:ii-i--rfv}\::ji‘;;;.(“:Sucialisr“ Partiss people who : r:xpegencteod s::cnlit 3
fndthﬁ dcpoi‘-ed classes tried to hol-li and f:;.do fnoc ;;;::3:;1 TP:, v
- ngff‘f;’h‘? S'ldf;;ter;cci( ;s}:lzeiz‘z:l g:l::harlnites, Zinoievites, all v:ie::
Ol?m;’ntr-t an:rc;;fmnted the Party exposed and pre‘.fented f[::mimr;:rial.
:viih tile):'a.sk of defeating their ide':ls ing further service to tl
and to defeat ZP:;:;] isp:;e.lcncally in 1s|:sI.f e phalotls paﬂr :i:;i
thf‘;;jvm];il:;evik Party wrested the working class fo:.-d:d re:; :ggle
i from the influence of demands a many'sl Dnti®
the masseksvo rgeois parties (Social- against enemies inside arlgllmt i
Fhe PE“;Y‘tl ua%ies Mensheviks and  the labor movement, a vig ar
1;\t‘Rw[?is:tls;onby e;posing the policy  relentless scfugglelu'reqbl:c:usc o
cfnir}fese p;rries step by step ard th.e revoluniril. OFt Slia]innmd_ =
showing that it ran counter to th,e; wise Iea&e;sth[;: Sl
interests of the working people. wgalanceizs e
(History, page 223.) gansa%al e :
“The Bolsheviks defeatec! tl_le at-  successfu w mm.h’mmphh adm'
tempts of the capitulators within the ffom Lt]:li?:pand e
Party—Zinoviev, Kamenev, Rykov, vr:;‘ i
Bukharin, Trotsky, Pyatakov—to cialism e




activity of he
il Comm

ence internationally.

COMMUNIST REVIEW

November, 1939

the hands of a capitalist party gov-

“The surrounding capitalist emment, in a war situation seriously

world, striving to underming and threaten the labor movement and

disrupt the might of the USSR,
worked with redoubled energy to
organise gangs of assasins, wreckers
and spies within the U.S.S.R. This
hostile activity of the capitalist en-
circlement  became particularly
marked with the advent of fascism
to power in Germany and Japan.
In the Trotskyites and Zinoievites,
fascism found faithful servants who
were ready to spy, sabotage, commit
acts of terrorism and diversion, and
to work for the defeat of the
USSR. in order to restore capi-
talism.

“The Soviet Government punish-
ed these degenerates with an iron
hand,. dealing ruthlessly with these
enemthx? of the people and traitors
;;0.\ country.”  (History, page

T?:e new Stalin Constitution, re-
ﬂectul:tg the actual social relations,
g;fintﬂg. Fhe tights and duties of

et citizens, provides the
D_f the capitalise countries MI::I'ZP I:
Picture of real democracy for the
mﬁl!xon;, for the many parjoy
;w ﬁ{:; uahanzzng the territory of the

Fascism destroys the organicar:
of the people, sacialism f::ﬁ;ﬁ
s evelopment. Aj) capitalist
untnes place new. fimiragions i

- le.
cratic. France !T-lpprs::z etheDfen;:i

POses serjgyg duties o

of the USSR, the dy

all democratic liberties.

“The economic foundation of the
US.SR. is the socialist system of
economy and the socialist owne-
ship of the means of production.
In the USS.R. is realised the so-
cialist principle: “From each accord-
ing to his ability, to each according
to his work.”

“All citizens of the U.S.S.R. are
guaranteed the right to work, ¢
right to rest and leisure, the righs
to education, the righ to mainten-
ance in old age and in case of sick-
ness or disability.

“Women are accorded equal
r_lghts with men in 4] spheres of
life.

“The equality of the citize
the. USSR, irrespective of ntsh:if
i“j;:‘i:?i“? OF race, is an indefeas.

“Freedom i
dom of anti-:efli;?::: ;f::’;aar;i c{ e
recognised for a] citizens, et

“In order to stre iali
society, the Constitu?:%gmnu g
g guarantees

Of speech, press, assembly
and [Meeting, the right to ynice in
public organisations, jnyjofapi:
Person, inviolabiliy -0
Privacy of APHiIGEof domicile and

correspondence, ¢he right

of asylum for foreign citizens per.

i liesa or f 1
Struegle fo, Nationa] Iiber:ém;thﬂr

“The ney Constityt
{tution alsg jiy.

all citizens
¥ of obsery-
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ing the laws, maintaining labor dis-
cipline, honestly petforming public
duties, respecting the rules of the
socialist community, safeguarding
and strengthening public, socialist
property, and defending the social-
ist fatherland.”  (History, page
345.)

Peace has always been inscribed
on the banner of Sovier Russia. The
revolution began in a struggle for
peace, to save the masses from fur-
ther slaughter in the war of the im-
perialists. The new Soviet Govern-
ment proposed peace to all the war-
ring nations, exposing the secret
treaties between the Tsarist Govern-
ment and the allies for the division
of spheres of exploitation.

But revolutionary socialism is not
pacifist. The Red Army defended
the revolution against the imperial-
ists. Aware that every breathing
space would be a period of prepara-
tion for new wars of intervention
and that the second round of im-
perialist wars would seriously men-
ace the security of the revolution,
the Party, led by Stalin: set out to
greatly strengthen the defence cap-
acity of the socialist land. Modern
heavy industry became the basis for
the greatest army in the world, an
army of defence of the gains of so-
cialism, an army to cause the im-
perialist reaction to pause before
cracking its skull against Soviet
might.

The Soviet Union demonstrated
its adherence to peace by its aid to
the victims of aggression in Spain
and China, by its efforts to orga-
nise a peace front of the powers
against aggression, by its firm atti-
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tude to all provocation, by its sting-
ing rebuff to the Japanese maraud-
ers who sought to penetrate Soviet
territory.

Today, when the imperialists
have launched new imperialist wars,
when Europe is threatened with a
devastating war, the Soviet Union
works for peace, for the defence of
its territory, to narrow the sphere
of conflict, to end the war. It works
for the interests of the Soviet people
and of the toiling people of the
whole world.

Prevented from entering a pact
to prevent the outbreak of war in
Europe, the Soviet Union took ad-
vantage of the removal of tension
with Germany and concluded a non-
aceression pact. This pact upset
the plans of the British and French
reaction to provoke a war between
Germany and the Soviet Union, it
disrupted  the  “anti-Comintern
Pact,” which was no less anti-

British and French than ant-
Comintern.

Confronted with the dangerous
situation on her borders due to the
rapid collapse of Poland, the Soviet
Union acted to safeguard socialism.
This action also freed White Rus-
sians, Ukrainians and Jews from
the menace of war, and in place of
Nazi oppression, brought to them
Soviet freedom.

The Baltic countries which Bri-
tain could not guarantee because
they were “neutral” now have agree-
ments with the Soviet Union,
are guaranteed and the
the Soviet Union is
The Soviet
ognised al




front is extending.
peace while West
‘war. i
ocialism means peace. Capita-
u issue of war or peace is
not solely in the hands of the im-
. petialists, their reformist and other
lackeys, it is no longer a question
of whether the people can be de-
luded and forced to accept war by
a world of imperialist states. The
Soviet Union and the states friendly
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to her are a mighty force for peace
to which all real socialists and demo-
crats, all who' oppose an insane
slaughter in the incerests of im-
perialist domination must turn and
force their own governments to turn,
A world war can yet be prevented
if the friends of peace will aid the
efforts of the Soviet Union by ac-
tion .in- theic own countries for an
international «conference to secure
a peace with guarantees against fur-
ther acts of aggression.

THE CANARY

George

Farwell

'[‘HE canary was huddled up i
: p in the expense. He'll probably cl
a scrawny” ball at the bottom you a guinea—at leI:srt.”a ="

of the cage. Even the warm sun-
shine couldn’t ‘make it sing,

Miss Birchington looked at it for
a long time, helplessly. i

“I don't know what to do for the
guor little mite,” she said at last.
t{,l‘ii’s ‘Io;t all his dear little feathers,

0.

Standing woodenly - beside ~her
xl:;in :;ck, her - companion, ’
- "For goodness sake, haven’

2 tongue in your head, w:;’:;;”}"m
 Mis Peck nodded, ;
'05,{ Miss Peck, I'm so worried.

over you!
ings at all?”

“Well, good heavens, we can

afford that, can’t we?”

Miss Peck, remembering her re-

duced wages, did not answer,

“Really, I don’t know what's come
Haven’t you any feel-

Miss Peck, who for forty years

hadn’t stopped to think
. whether she
said had any feelings or not, went into

the house. Before she could -reach
the telephone,
lifted the receiver.

Yes . . . yes, Mr. Hawkins? Just

it began to ring. She
SEillog, . -.2

e v a minute ., ,

i b: 0. The poor  Miss Birchin
; ; gton i
mgh:. dying. Youd the‘hallway. “If tha:sp F;iaemggerll:

vet at

O uinean,  won'tipay 5 poun

again, I don’t want to speak to

::Oh, very well, Miss Bitchington.”

e

im to do, [f those people

d a week, they
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must be turned out. Absolutely
ridiculous!  They've been” getting
those cottages for 17/6 all these
years—and now they’re grumbling.
1 can’t afford to ler them go for
that any longer.”

Miss Peck relayed her instructions
to the agent, whilst Miss Birching-
ton returned to the garden. She
stood in front of the cage, thinking
of that extra 2/6 a week. Twelve
cottages; one pound ten extra a
week, Why, that ‘was almost £80
a year. She’d be able to manage
that round-the-world teip now. And
the doctor-always said she ought to
1.!'8‘-’fi.

So absorbed was she that she
didn’t hear the front gate open. But
at last, hearing male footsteps on
1 path, she turned.
>, ma’am!”

d hard at the man, not
It was not an

1g to answer.
E[.‘:Gul’ﬂglﬂg (’.“:pl'essicn; the eyes
had a dull glitrer like a crow’s; the
mouth was a thin line set at right
angles to a sharp, thin, bird-like
nose. Her hair, caught up at the
back of her neck in a knot, gave
her head the appearance of a door-
knocker; an expensive door-knocker.

“] suppose, ma’am—you haven't
—» He straightened his thread-
bare coat, felt nervously for his tie,
then remembered he was collatless.
His self-confidence, so painfully
summoned at the gate, drained
away. “Well, are there any jobs T
can do?” '

“Not today, thank you!” She
gave the last two words an aggres-
sive upward flick.

Well—I was wondering—that
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is, P'm up against it,

“Youw've come to the
housc.’-’ v D l‘,ﬂﬂ 71

Anger took the place of his van-
ished confidence. He was
to answer, “Yes, 1 can see that!”
but restrained himself. A man
grows used to getting knocked back
after a time. Bue in a district like
this—a swell suburb with big houses
and gardens—well, they wouldn't
miss a bob or two. .

Miss Birchington, still keeping an
anxious eye on the canary, fluttered
her hands irritably. “It's mo use
pitching me a tale. Too many of
you about. Anyway, can’t afford
to give you anything” Through
the open doorway he could see the
gleam of silver on a sideboard and l
large, comfortable furniture. “Why
don’t you do some honest work. in-
stead of loafing about—begging?”

What could he say? The utter ‘
hopelessness of the sicuation was
clear to him. Useless to tell this
sharp, vinegarish woman of those
futile, empty days tramping after
jobs, reading and answering adver-
tisements, queueing up for hours
only to be told the job was filled.
His legs felt weak and the sunlit
garden  grew suddenly  blurred.
Again that aching emptiness in hi
stomach.  Stomach  walls rubbing
together, they said. Well, knowing
the reason didn't make it any
easier. : 2
“If you're honest, tlza govern-

mene will give you work,” ',
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Birchington didn’t even hear the came. “He wants a pound a week.”
gate close. The canary had moved “Bloody hot, ain’t it?”
2 lictle and was staring back at her,  “I'd like him to see this place.
M?W'CYC‘?- : But not he. You'd never get him
Polur little duckie! What are inside. Seventeen and sixpence was
we going to do for you, my duckie?”  robbery.”
The man watched her for a  “I'd give a lot to know who the
moment from the other side of the owners are.”
fence, then walked rapidly along “He won't tell.”
the street. It was no use, he realised, “What the hell are we going to
gas:mg any more time in that dis- do, Bet?” -
ct. 34 ’ . ay
Two hours later he reached home. “I\LV: T}?: ’tr get“uorhmg C[I:f:ape:u'
What a contrast! The street was mckEt’ mw_v c\;; “on ek e
naf:;::&ﬁdﬁy, filled with stale and dear out i :”J” el
uni a ; : ;
e smells. No gardens  She took the bread in to the child

here; not a patch of

; grass, not a :

tree. The blisters on his heels were 3:; Cbrfcmkg ;toppf:éi ; "When he

rubbed raw. Blood made the thin you go ﬂ]-.’?i sipeaidts Nilhere, did

+ socks stick to his shoes. In the kit- “Ogu:: tcl)mf.le T
- ought

chen he found his wife washing his [, right there

Ot}:;;v Eﬂ:' Wit Lot of blasted tight-
ima” he i £ e, ih: )
Tuck?” Y she said, “any Oh, i's easy enough for them.

“What d’you expect?” They've never seen how we liv
“Poor Jim.'” 7 Tl':EY an,t want to see.” &
In the next r “Well, it’s got me b )

to cty. The oom, a baby began know, Bet, I pilkgAth, D you

i woman went on wash- tart out tl:l Stﬂll\clk s ol

ere. Nearly crying she

ing.
“What's up with hi was over a sick »
2 im, Bet?” =Eicanany, In the oth
‘Christ, do I have to tell - room the child was howling aga'u?:

tha;{ aﬂ?” | Blii?c{, you give him all that bread
o ]:is ma ;:macl;:e of newspaper out “;{es % ,
Poc t. In H o !
three thick, -unbuttered e :
B use of people like

bread. “All T : Th I
She tnnkl_tf,:ulirf:s Be?';; world, T;Zym:[s '::’ i‘:’_ﬂod to the
m:“"'“g i 5;':1 on their blasted O:uglg‘excapt
5}! l‘i‘ laﬂ i 's . : ar. ow
Bloke?” .._qure from that agent gay t[})l::_:al:; w;.;n t married, I
les.? S g 0 man—; %
5 etk u‘ﬁ:lmtlmng_ She’s Ilevcrn bel:,l i;l;!s
s o, :3 ?n}‘bod}’. I reckon the lé’
B0 quit” She had g s her” wor
ﬁmbllﬂt, .l]u:, none

The chi
“Dzeclll:lld Was screaming now
ooming canary| Christ!”
) 5
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OUR PARTY IN THE CRISIS

L. Harry

Party! Party! How can anyone
victory! How can a poet slander such
that’s noblest? Speak out frankly like
Is your slogan slavery—or freedom?
ment.”)

HE past few months have
brought about one gigantic
transformation in world affairs:
England has yielded her place of
pre-eminence to Soviet Russia. The
Socialist state has become the great
arbiter of mankind's destinies. This
is an indisputable fact! Everyone
is looking towards the land where
the wotkers rule. < Some people;
burdened with an uneasy conscience,
ceem to stare with an almost hyp-
notic fixity as they try to solve the
“iddle of Russia” Trade and
diplomatic  bodies from Germany
travelled to its capital city, British
and French military missions wete
sent (supposedly) to secure an alli-
ance with the formidable working-
class Power, the ambassador from
Japan dejectedly negotiates an armis-
tice for Outer Mongolia, and rep-
resentatives from Turkey are there
to ask for aid against imperialist
ambitions. “All roads lead to Mos-
cow” is the new principle of inter-
-ational politics, while over 10
Downing Street the historian may
already inscribe, “Sic transit gloria
mundi” (thus passes the glory of
the world).
The flux of one short month since
the outbreak of the war has wit-
nessed a like remarkable change in
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Gould

reject it? Party, the mother of dll
a word which bears the seed of all
a man: Are you for or against us?
(Quoted in “An American Testa-

the feelings and outlook of millions
in western Europe, America
Australia, one which even the
thousand-tongued voice of capitalist
propaganda could do little to pre-
vent. “The Red Army is instruct-
ing the peasants of West Ukraine
and Polish White Russia to
over the big estates”’—and the yelp-
ings and lies of every bourgeois and
bourgeois toady are shattered under
che hammer-blow of that one irre-
sistible fact. Not a single bomb was
dropped in Poland by Soviet air-
men, and tens of thousands of
armed  Polish  troops surrendered
without a shot. ~Countless similar
events in the sweep of the Red
Army to the Vistula were given fer-
vent endorsement by the class in-
stinct of the Australian workers,
who more than ever before feel that
the Red Army is essentially an army
of peace, the guardian of working-
class power, and the protector of
small nations against fascist aggres-
sors. 3
Our Party, as in every other
country, came through this ‘period
of crisis with the proverbial
colors! Tt proved itself i
be the “General S
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¥ clearly less drastic, many i[_.-
with confidence and certainty, ;‘l'mng Yt ihe view expressed in
forecast the tactical manoeuvres Mr. Bernard Shaw's recent letter

: T : “Times.” Mr. Shaw's view
ERESaviet Union, point to the 10 the “Times”  Mr. Herr Hitler:
revolutionary integrity and explain  «ppys far, and no farther,” is fing-

i i i ort in M. Stalin’s order
e audaqty of Soviet ?I;gt Stlligpnussian armies should ad-
policy. At the same time, the Com- yance to the borders of Rumania

munists of Australia in their day- and Hungary. :
to-day work fought still harder for ~ The second category comprises
unity of the people against the Nazi such elements as Adela Pankhgrst
aggressor abroad and the reactionary Walsh, the Labor Rightwing
at home, championed immediate (Lang’s previously pro-Nazi “Cen-
economic  demands, and finally, tury” of September 22 will become
taised high the red banner of Social. an interesting relic of murderous, if
ism as the only final answer to the impotent hate) and the trotskyists.
chaos of capitalism and capitalist Seattered through all these groups
et ol one noted the philistines (“bladders
The strength of Communism may filled with hope and fear,” as Lenin
be gauged by the broadsides of cal- so aptly characterised them). There
umny fired by the class enemy. There  was, and remains, a spate of howls
WEre two groups of enemies; one, and lamentations from all the “reyo.
the capitalist class itself which out- lutionaries - over - the - coffee - cup.”
did all former efforrs in slander  Lenin branded them as persons filled
and abuse in these firse fey weeks. with “philistine . Trotsky ‘nose-
The “men of Munich,” who for picking’ contemplations: Will thee
Years encouraged Hitler and incited be a revolution or won'’t there be,
to attack in the East, every one  who knows?” V. can pass them

of them a virtuoso of dauble-dealing, By The g e inevitable afffjc-
now dared to impute base motiyes

to the Soviet government. The de.  [f ;; were
velopm,ems of four short weeks have lence ang
constrained these gentlemer, ¢o make
a laughably abject change of face,
The following excerpt from the Syd- i i h f
ney “Herald” of September 25 djq. " nﬂug" il
Plays awesome respect fp e ,t}t]o Sm'u-
r € Doviet
B the  Commuynist
Y o S D Ritssiael ¢
chestnut. i S
nuts out of the wzlrh Germany? That js because
Hitler ang Stalin are one. The Red
= rm?y remained behing je, own fron-
om ;11-1:. first re_  ters? It had p, strength, the Soviet
!%:m t:r" sr“‘l' o 4 l;.l::';;; 50;? walsf collapsing%idn’t Trot-
T of conversatione ‘mselt prove it fifry o
Y well-nfors ! Y times over
Ormed quarters jg s Past ten years? B, the Red

tion.

not for their maleyq.
the harm they do to the
labor movement, the

govemmem and

British
Russia’s pari french r
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November, 1939 COMMUNIST REVIEW Page

Army did march, and Hitler re- It is a great tnumpil f(;:; lofu:m
treated precipitately?  This 5|_.1b— to report [hT:e sca.l'r ):md s -
stantiates the charge of “red im- wavered in t imt;nks IS
perialism.”  And so forth. What dropped from ; Oeo b et
the trotskyists are saying about the out Ofl ::\.bﬂuct1 "t]-,jn L
establishment of Soviets in the oc- Wales, And wi P
cupied areas is not known at tl'{e night 50 new breccn.llau gty o
moment to this writer; probably it All our fmenl: t:a ita%is s,
is to fool or spite the pe.ople ot umnif( 'Uts t Iet’s "S{d e
Paraguay! Any reason is good F;S;isis an s
Lenin betrayed the Retio]uticn when
The personnel of the Sydn.ey he signed the Brest-Luovlicet;ettﬁ:
grouplet of trotskyists shm?ld V¢ and also when he anlim sl
the clue to such rage and insanity. N EP.? .How o‘fter_l o mdicmi
One of them is a known palice. crgn:,:s];ﬂ?a i
simp, another a proven thief and collapse and screames : dey? &£
{Tah“: spy, a third was thrown out ihe heads of the Soviet lea Ersl;ab‘:‘r
of ‘the Party years ago for penning (hem rave, those ene';l_'lllles orb“ated
exy letters to a girl. There was .14 democracy. L o
Y f them, not “officially” connect- people of eastern Pola{nd, and ¢
;‘2‘1 ::fith rh;m, but lietle different 110 of the world's toilers will give
from the others in' outlooks and ac- . et
tions, who seriously plan.ned fjorm— Pride. in uncaiiariiacll tl’fe u}x:;
ing still another “international.” He -hakeable. corihidlepadel S :
secluded himself in the count? ultimate_triumph of our e mu:l-
brooded over the problems of life not weaken our vigilance ot °';g:h :
and revolution, and ended up about oo el cateli deresumanol; : e
a year ago by cutting his throat. impanabasyobeaue MUK RE R
R.IP. Trotskyism, however, must ringinallel
not be understood to be a movement One. -t oatn g
of people who happen to suffer frlorn A it S et abarosi
some mental or moral ; d;formnz;; :u::::;fully b oo o g
ism 1 organised agen ) - il
onﬂ}t:l(c}iI;:: : s;:cialgdepartmcnt of fronts against fascist aggre

h i italist exploitation.
1 1 i rvice. cap1tahs ; h
police and mtelligEnce se G
tBue i ldoes fmppen that its “best” J I'Woiesingfmhlg ﬂr tene on to the daily
i i € ta, skilfully linking up eceno
recruits are the type described abov strata, mic de-

tional events. =
with the further ar:Imixture_ of ma;hd;e 'W::: ::dm e i
cranks, bohemians, hobohem;iall:n:; a3 bg:h m“""’m .:h‘m ;
half-baked intellectuals, anarchists i e s ?
a:d others from the ranks of the  Four, the building

€ membership, and its £
declassed, the outcast and the “luna- steeling in g
tic fringe.”

enough.

peace. P
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BLEMS OF POLITICAL ECONOMY
SHORT HISTORY OF THE C.P.S.U.

i

K. Ostrovitzanov

THE Short Course of the His- a comparative historical analysis of
tory of the CPS.U. (B) has the forms of D\-:.?ners.hip of the

been justly called a Bolshevik Ency- means of produmon_ is made th.e

clopaedia of basic knowledge in basis of the characterisation of vari-

the sphere of Marxism-Leninism ous social formations.

and the key to the study of social

In such a comparative historical
and economic subjects.

analysis the fact stands out particu-
This also fully applies to eco- larly clearly that the private owner-
nomic questions to which enormous ship of the means of production
attention is paid in the book. and labor power is the basis of the

The “Short Course” contains real various forms of exploitation of
examples of the further development man by man and, on the contraty,
of Marxist-Leninist economic
theory.

The propositions of Marx and
Lenin regarding labor power as the
chief productive force of human so-
ciety are further developed.

Here people appear as the cre-
1 ators and makers of the instruments
of labor. With the development of by ideas and political institutions.
the means of production, man him- Changes in the sphere of produc-
self allso changes, his experience tion relations in pre-socialist forma-
;.g;vu:sdmg ;I;:u::ruggg ;gainst sur- _tions take place spontaneously and

» and his capabili- independently of the will of the

ties as the chief productive f 5 i i
perfected.P uctive force be- people, until such time as the pro-

! ductive forces outgrow the bounds
In Ch_&rﬂ.c_tel‘lsl.t.lg production rela- of the old production relations,
tlons great attention is paid to ques- B h i
iy o i ool q ut when the productive forces
:ﬂﬁm & ownership of the meang outgmw the bounds of the existing
e Production relations, the old produc-
litherto, in ﬂum' scientific and tion relations and those who embod
ogical work, in charactering o - L
n, Ismg  them—the ryling classes—become

4 ;rattu!;ic:rmed into an obstacle to the
ur growth of th i
T A e productive

: . ool ‘This obstacle can only b
y of the t.P-SIJ out of the way by refroll:ti:::l:;

Socialist ownership of the means of
production is the economic basis of
the abolition of exploitation of
man by man.

It is also necessary to stress the
fact that in the “Short Course” the
problem is raised of the part played
in the development of human society
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means. And it is here where the tre- t?le va.Fious_ mthc’:l:'g:}?:
mendous role of the new social %ﬁ uoa:;l lgw;l; ::: P:imaxilf o5
olitical institutions w is r
::ed CZTI:dPupcn to eliminate the old society. Huherto we h::gﬁmiﬁ“
production relations stand out par- terised primitive 'smwln g
ticularly clearly. CDmi‘:ll:Ltl‘l-St:; mﬂet:i'y,d Gy
On the basis of the conflict be- t?ry’ it is arfc:esmm- ool
tween the new productive forces and tive _confrt;un;reszes e e
the old production relations, on .the acterisatio gt
basis of the new economic require- the basis o -flownership g
ments of society, new social ideas was the cfomﬂgz?mﬁon g
arise which organise and mobilise 1.:he means ? hjl‘:: S
masses for struggle.  Revolution ducts of this p R
overthrows the old system of produc- The essence C:h P'nmghe L o
tion relations and creates a new al relat.ums b:l 1:111& T
power and new political institutions pr.odu.ctlor} an u:l . ﬂi e
which do away with the old cufder- tribution is s:t?te fconcise bk
This raising of the question re- in a very bmh‘ aﬂf Aot s
garding the mobilising and .o.rgagts- Social owners! 11? :tivism e GhiNA
ing power of ideas and ppht}cal in-  [abor mf:ansbcc t’; i
stitutions is of very great significance prc;duﬂtlt:im pl:;on
for economists. and consumption. sl
Hitherto, in studying the 1aw‘s v ?}Teat' ““1?;:;:: society there
ine the development of vari- ment ¢ at in p i aBeadi
gUVEm‘_gl d economic formations cxisted personal owner wp ok g
Cuzl stol:«:are;rllacement of one forma- instruments of Pwd““:’::;;n‘: s
?ir:m by another, the roll of ideas and  the smnea:sn: ::fli; _ This
litical institutions has not, as a fence ag haowever, i
i b hown. Yet political in- personal propertys Y
f‘l_les i eenasn.d idéas and the super- private property ac'ln 3 -
Zz:l:;f‘:: in general,, exert treEnerEd- does n?tl ;:v nit::r}ﬁpef;‘e:he i
ous influence over the economic life :_-:,332?011. Wit is mm}i’l ‘im:;; 4
" st o s imposible cor te peple 4 0% T
rectly to understand the laws govern- concepl;f pr,;dm:tion. LR
ing the development of the pmc:rd me_i_hﬂse o iive-comdt]
tion relations of various systems brought into being
the transition from one system °; We ol PR
another, if one igilloresl !:heﬁrol_e ° :“P“m““_ i
ial i d political institutions. i"“_ cesy My :
50011\31 Lf:;ﬁ'loss contribution is of man on the
made to the theory of Mam":; :
Leninism by the characterisation
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communal system to the slave-hold-
ing system was bound up with the
growth of the productive forces, with
the transition from stone to metal
implements and from primitive hunt-
ing to agriculture.

The basis of the slave-holding
system is “‘that the slave-owner owns
the means of production—the slave,
whom he can sell, purchase or kill as
though he were an animal.” In the
“Short History” there is very well
shown the connection between rela-
tions of production and the level of
Fhe productive forces in slave own-
ing society,

Feudalism is also characterised
primarily from the point of view of
the forms of the ownership of the
means of production and of the one
who does the work—the peasant
serf, whom the feudal lord may no
longer kill, but whom he may “buy
and sell” “The new productive
r&.m:es demand that the laborer shall
display some kind of initiative in
production and an inclination for
work, an interest in work. The
feudal lord therefore discards the
slave, as a laborer who has no in-
terest in utnrk and is entirely with-

out imtiative, and prefers to deal
with the ‘serfi who has his own hys-

» implements of producti
i_ﬂd a certain interest in Snriu::;::j
tial for the cultivation of the land
:}!d Efor the payment in kind of art
of his harvest to the feuda] Iord?”

- The hasis of the characterisation

- Jai_the capitalist system is capitalise

inacc ownership of the means of
‘but not of those who do
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the work—the wage laborers who are
free of personal dependance, but are
deprived of the means of production
and are compelled to sell their labor-
power to the capitalists.

Such a form of production rela-
tions corresponds to the new level of
productive forces.

“The new productive forces,” says
the “Short Course,” “requires that
the workers in production shall be
better educated and more intelligent
than the downtrodden and ignorant
serfs, that they be able to under-
stand machinery and operate it pro-
perly. Therefore, the capitalists
prefer to deal with wage workers
who are free from the bonds of serf-
dom and who are educated enough

to be able properly to operate
machinery.”

’The “Short Course” further con-
fains a very concise characterisation
of 'the basic contradiction within
capu.:a.lism, and shows that this con-
tradiction finds expression in the
periodic crises of overproduction and
in the sharpening of the class
srrt_lggle between exploiters and ex-
lf:\lmted, this constituting the main
: ;attlee lci tth:n::;p1Fallst system, and

ysis leading to its

downfall,

th:. rev:[ew .of the development of

productive forces and of the
pro'ductlon relations of human
society is completed by a characteri
sation of the socialist system as ;
based on the social ownership of ‘:E:'

means of Pl'Oduct'
knows nothing of ion, and that

the exploirati
ot man by man, ot
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OUR NEW "DEMOCRAT"—

MENZIES
By M. Porter

“We are resolutely determined that the rule of Parliament, which
means the rule of the laws Parliament makes, shall continue in this

»
country.
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(Menzies, 30/6/°39).

The Supply and Development Bill “proposes that the most dangerous

surrender of the power of Parliament to
in my Parliamentary experience. The
complete absence of any concrete propos

discuss and pass judgment upon.” (McEwen, ex-
onally subordinate to Parliament and
duct the daily business of the nation,

“The Cabinet is a body constituti
selected from the representatives to con
under the supervision, contr
vision, control and direction cannot

ol and direction of Parliament.
be abandoned or surrendered by the

the Executive that I bave abserved
most vital feature about it iz the

als which the House could examine,

Minister for the Interior).

That super-

Parhiament without a breach of the trust it undertakes to the people it

represents.”

MR. MENZIES claims to be
the proud champion of De-
mocracy. Speaking at Perth, he
commended Hitler for “bringing
Germany into a comparative state
of solvency from bankruptey.” In-
terpreted, this means that what
Menzies so admires about Hitler is
that he has saved the big industrial-
ists from bankruptcy by forcing the
middle classes, farmers, and work-
ers into worse than bankruptcy. He
has forced them into slavery by
military and industrial conscription,
imposed with the help ofed 1%
thorough-going “National Register.”
This technique of giving profits
to the big industrialists at the ex-
the entire nation is mot
peculiar to Germany and, as Men-
zies is a devout scholar of the
Chamberlain school of compulsion

pense of

(Sir Isaac Isaacs, ex-Governor-General) .

and bluf, it is worthwhile to know
something of the background of
National Registers both in England
and Australia.

CHAMBERLAIN TEACHES

MENZIES

Despite categorical pledges to
Labor leaders during the last war
that there would be “nothing in the
nature of industrial conscription,”
the British War Cabinet set up 2
Department of National Service.
The Director of National Service
was none other than Menzies poli-
tical father—Mr. Neville Chamber-
lain. His task was to create machi-
pery capable of controlling
whole manpower of the country. As
in Australia, service was fo hfw?
been voluntary—at Prime

Minister Lloyd George af

said, “Cabinet . . - had




iple the i roduction of com-

5 universal national service,
and if voluntary enrolment failed,
we were prepared to accord M.
Chamberlain further powers.”

These plans for industrial con-
scription, just like the plans of the
War Census Act in Australia, failed
to be fully implemented. The Bri-
tish Labor movement, weak as it
was, resisted and, as in Australia,
Cabinet had to fall back upon the
less direct method of threatening
i with military conscription all who
E— d.idn't submit to industrial conscrip-
tion.

This indirect method of compul-
sion when not complemented with
full powers for industrial conscrip-

b tion had the British ruling class
wn.)rried Even the mildest worker
will in ¢ime rebel when he finds the
government making his conditions
worse and worse, whilst simulta-
neously making his employer’s war
profits bigger and bigger.

The lesson that Britain’s wealthy
rulers learnt from the Great War
was that it is absolutely essential
to hamstring the Labor movement
ﬁe,;?re war begins, and cower the
entire nation into position
Wf_f”eak of Bos.!ili:f;.r. As d{,l;::;
hiwrg put it: “The ideal would

we been for the whole populati
to be conscripted at thepvsru W

: iﬂfﬁk .nf tf['ig war, and Every s

e
torthwith in accordance with
t-lmqglht out plan to the job

i M“Iinb’"; of most service

D MENZIES
gﬁvhthmme s
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immense armament expenditure is
calculated to enrich the heavy in-
dustrialists at the expense of the
people, the National Register and
industrial conscription become their
paramount need; especially since
these very industrialists are linked
up internationally with the fascist
dictators whom the Australian
people detest.

McEwen, Minister for the In-
terior in the Lyons Cabinet, warned
duting the debate on the Supply
and Development Bill that “if this
patticular provision is adopted, we
shall hear something of further ac-
tivity on the part of Broken Hill
monopoly” to whom the bulk of
Australia’s  “national”  munition

orders are being handed.

This is nothing new in Australian
history. ‘As McEwen says: “Under
the old War Precautions Act, things
were done which did not bear the
?ighl: of day. I have very cleatly
in mind the fact that, under that
P.xct the wholel of the wheat produc-
tion of this country was arbitrarily
ac‘quirecl from the farmers at a fixed
price, which later transpired to be,
during considerable periods, less
than half what the farmers would
have received had they been permit-

ted to export their wheat freely and
at world parity.”

w

? T hav_e in mind, too, that while
the famlmng and pastoral industries
were being treated in this fashion
under the same authority an a.rrange:
ment was made for the acquisition
Ezt only for the period of the war:
m't a!so for_ten years after its ter-
ination, of the whole production of
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the Broken Hill mines, at a price
which proved to be most highly
lucrative to those who have inter-
¢*s in those mines.”

History is being repeated with
Menzies present wheat “stabilisa-
tion” plans coupled with his plans
for the indirect financing of BHP,
through ~ armament expenditure,
largely by levying the people with
indirect taxes.

This is not all. BHP.-LCIL in-
rerests are due for even more plums
than during the last war. Australia
has meantime become “Britain’s
Arsenal of the East” and is to sup-
ply 6 in. shells, anti-aircraft guns,
field guns, Vickers guns, Bren guns,
rifles and ammunition, not only for
Australia, but for South Africa and
all British stations in the Far East.
This presumably includes India, and

definite provisions are already being
completed for New Zealand.

The principle of State-owned
munition factories was flagrantly
ended as far back as 1937 with the
cstablishment of the Commonwealth
Aircraft Corporation. Mr. Lyons,
when he opened the factory, was
publicly divesting the Federal Par-
liament of the sole right, which it
should have, of controlling the pro-
duction of such an importaut arm
of Australia’s defence as military
*planes.

And to whom has the govern-
ment entrusted this national con-
cemPiieMomothe 1.CI-GM.H-
B.H.P. monopoly, avowedly pro-
fascist and outstanding war profi-
ccers. Mr. L. J. Hartnett, the man-
aging director, on his return from
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a trip abroad three years 2
“Germany at present
wondetful example of the
long-range policies.” — “Ia _
fident that the British Empire and
<he United Kingdom will not be too
far behind in this new and neces-
sary form of government, and that
adjustments required to enable our-
celves to exist nationally will be
made.” And this is the man at whose
word Menzies has just now obedi-
ently promised even more profits by
changing from the lowest-tender
gystem of government contracts to
firms which were “best equipped” to
carry them out, i-€-s the biggest firms
—Jike BHP.ICL!

MENZIES—THE

CONSTITUTIONAL
GENIUS

But is Menzies true to the letter
of democracy? No.

As Sir Tsaac Issacs—a greafet
constitutional lawyer than Menzies
_reveals, Menzies’ action whilst
Attorney-General in forcing the
Kembla whatfies to load pig iron
for Japan, was actually a delin-
quency by all accepted pril-lclplﬁ
of International Law, i.e., it was
illegal, although the wharfies at 0o
time acted illegally-

He made no promise about com-
pulsory training of compulsory ac
tive service, and respecting
erial compulsion, he did not pro-
mise, as Lyons had done,
government would never
force. He only states




intention on the part of the
ernment to use any of its pow-
‘ers” (note he doesn’t attempt to
deny that these powers are there to
be used) “so as to set aside or im-
pait the efficacy of awards or indus-
trial asreements . . ., etc, though
of course he reserves the right to
impair the workers’ conditions, as
distinct from their awards, through
the very arbitration system itself.

Most dangerous of all Menzies is
undemocratic because of his deliber-
ate technique, clearly seen in both
the National Register and the Sup-
ply and Development Acts, of syste-
matically ridding Cabinet of Parlia.
ment’s legitimare control over it
Compare the three quotations at the
head pf this article, Apparently
: wealthy enemies are trying to in-
‘ trod.uce 2 “Parliamentary” brand of

fascism to Australia, which is the
more dangerous, because it is the
. more  plausible, especially to the
m:ddile classes, Even Mr. Hartnett
| ﬁas since recanted and declared he
15 really in favor of "democracy 2
The Labor movement myst e
mate this, and foree Menzies 1o

S we trace the th
€ threads of hjs.
tory we find that 4 Syracuse

 of Greece meant the |ife

to eminence on the pyjns
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of Sweden. The Rom
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come out into the open and expose
himself to the Australian public as
the reactionary he really is.

As Forde, deputy leader of the
Labor Party, said in the debate on
the National Register Bill: The
unions “are naturally afraid of the
dragnet clause in this and other
bills. . . . The purpose of this clause
is to enable the government to rule
by regulation instead of by legisla-
tion. This practice is becoming
more and more a feature of Com-
monwealth administration, and Min-
isters are increasingly extending the
scope of various acts beyond what
was intended by the Parliament
when assented to. If the Labor
Party is to hold its own politically
and maintain the measure of demo-
cratic government we enjoy today,
It Must oppose in every way pos-
:alble government by regulation. It
is obvious that this procedure is be-
ing adopted by anti-Labor govern-
ments as a means of establishing
eventually, a political dicratorshil::
in _the name and through the

medium of 2 democratically-e[ecmd
Commonwealth Patliament.”

CROSS THE RUBICON
1

an vicmry at

racuse gave the Lapin language

and at Poltaya Goar 0 Italy, Spain and Fra
i Caari nce, and Pol-
1st ;:;vaR and the subsequen e

. t acquisitions
ussia’ i
12’s rulers established that
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vast territory which has become the
cradle of a new social order,

Dear reader, if the scales that fell
at Syracuse and Poltava affect the
world so visibly today, so much more
must the events of the last decade
affect the present and the future.
The failure of the Social Democrats
of Germany in 1933 is more preg-
nant with tragedy than any other
act of weakness or knavery of which
history makes mention. If you pon-
der on the difference between the
party that led the people of Russia
in the crisis of November, 1917,
and those that posed as the friends
of the masses in Germany in 1933,
well, you are swaying between a
triumph and a tragedy. Socialism
triumphant—capitalism  decadent.
Differing from each other as electric
light differs from a slush lamp. Se-
cialism, the child of yesterday but
the giant of today, like the mighty
Genie of the lamp, has created won-
ders where nothing stood. That
other monster, fascism, released by
the enemies and false friends of
the masses, has created an inferno in
Abyssinia, China and Spain; has de-
spoiled the people of Austria,
Czechoslovakia and Poland; has
driven millions into the darkness of
a relentless night, and thrusts more
and more people into those hideous
slums where health has died giving
birth to disease.

Seneca says “‘Courage leads to
Heaven; fear to death,” and Sir
Walter Scott says: “Treason sel-
dom dwells with courage.” The
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fear of the Right-Wing and the
treason of the pro-Fascist British
Government are the compound re-
sponsible for this decade of violence.
Historians stress what the change of
wind meant at Lepanto and what
the rain meant at Waterloo. The
issues decided by the naval battle of
Lepanto and the king-making battle
of Waterloo pale into insignificance
compared with the situation created
by the fateful failure of the Social-
Democrats of Germany. The mur-
der and the betrayal of the Spanish
people; the fate of Austria, Czecho-
slovakia, Poland; the holocaust in
China and last of all, the fascist-like
measures here in Australia, where
Curtin and other Labor members
behave very much the same as did
the Social-Democrats of Germany.

Tmagine a Democratic Germany,
neighbor to Soviet Russia, and then
to the westward, France, and to the
south, the victorious Spanish Repub-
li. A Democtatic Germany would
have meant all this. What a flooded
Rubicon separates the world from
liberty through that event, greater
than the stream that confronted
Julius Caesar. Over 2000 years ago
the immortal Virgil wrote these
lines:

Annibilate time and space, ye

Gods,

And make two lovers happy.

He must have had visions of our
time, when a privileged minoril
prepared to en
blood by any method

price. 3
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HISTORY
By "Alpha"

ODERN  historical writers  Man is a tool using animal. En-

- are giving us some good gels in his writings tells us that man

books.  Two of the modern books progressed from the animal stage

nf’ahhistorical nature, are very good rapidly when the human thumb took

reading, treating history as a pro- form from the using of tools, this

cess. creating the shape of that organ,
Patrick Carleton in “Buried Em- so useful in holding tools.

Pﬁh 'I'lash b paragraph ¢ js of importance that we know
W, ‘: is Ef_e'_ﬂ’lth s the facts of the history of mankind,
) I am writing t&:s book,” says Engels in his “Origin of the Family,
de;:endecf:larl;mn’ hlﬂ ch_aracters Private Property and the State,” has
s :‘;:n t 05; which the many things of interest to say on
. o have adapted  ¢hege matters—a book that all
rom the Egyptian hieroglyphs. should read
When it is done, I shall send it T .
through the post——a public service . In “The Commumst Manifesto”
firsc eganised by the Pecsiats. g’ 7 Marx and Engels it is stated:
receive in return a document of a Lhe history of all hitherto exist-
kmcl invented by the merchants of 18 society is the history of class
ancient Babylon, requesting a bank. Struseles.
L:%—imus:rwuh whom my publishers  “Freeman and slave, patrician and
s mec:; 1t t0 pay me a certain sum  plebian, lord and serf, guild-master
il stru:Eu?S, such as were origi- and journeyman—in a word, oppres-
e mdAssyrla in the VIII sor and oppressed — stood in con-
Ay (lfl;xfn:le lzspt;z n};)l;e_s ;(s ht;se,d stant dopposition to one another,
i ublai s cartied on an uninterrupted, now
ot e o L 0
: ok acco—a bless- that each time ended either in a
e pre-Columbian revolutionary reconstitution; of so-
tge, or in the common ruin

) rica—but 5 larger ciety at Ia
part will go to égmvide me with a of the contending classes
iday at :
ra'y bme POt “In the earlier epoch f hi
10 or Loat driven P P history,

: find
i » whose propulsive powers plimtnd almost everywhere a com-

il ’ -ated arrangement of socipty :

 di 3 .byaHelIemzcd various orders, 4 en'lamrl o'foslila;?aén s
. kl ua‘
ton of social rank, In ancient

" ON
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almost all of these classes, again,
subordinate gradations. X

“The modern bourgeois society
that has sprouted from the ruins of
feudal society has not done away
with class antagonisms. It has but
established new classes, new condi-
tions of oppression, new forms of
struggle in place of the old ones.”

P. Carleton in “Buried Empires”
tells of an ancient ‘planned city,
which shows that the old-time
peoples knew more than is imag-
ined. Near Karachi, Mohenjo-
Daro, has been discovered. It is
remarked that:

“The city of Mohenjo-Daro in
the ITI millennium B.c. was a plan-
ned city like Mannheim in Germany
or Bournville in England. It was
the creation of forethought, not
of chance. Instead of meandeting
vaguely, intersecting where the spirit
moved them, beginning in caprice
and ending in confusion, as did the
streets of anciet Ur and Kish, its
avenues ran in bold parallels, east
to west and north to south, as
straight as the mason’s cord could
make them. . . . Another astonishing
proof of the excellence of the an-
cient Indian municipal services is
the presence, in the outer wall of
some large Louses, of a rubbish-
schute connecting with a brick ash-
bin in the street which would pre-
sumably be cleared regularly by the
town dustman.”

A readable book on history in
ancient times is that of Stanley Cas-
son: “The Discovery of Man.” This
author has much to say concerning
old civilisations. He speaks of:
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“Gf;;l( enée ﬁ-a
over the shores of Medi
nean from Syria to Spain the
ous colonies, factories and
tions for trade that ultimately .
lenized almost the entire inland sea,
and further Greek exploits that
them to the confines of India,
the African coast and even to cir-
cumnavigate Britain and brave the
coasts of the Baltic—all this enter-
prise brought in its train a mass of
curious folk who were not imme-
diately concerned with the problems
of navigation and the craft of ship-
ping. On each ship that sailed was
some adventurer, some mere enire-
preneur who, as passenger, could
observe, record and remember. . . .”

Thus, those of days of old wrote
their books on the knowledge of
those times, Herodotus, Pliny and
others.

Lucretius on “The Nature of
Thinos” has left behind a book that
is very practical and clear, a book
that is quite fresh today. Lucretius
lived from 95-52 B.C.

“What is man? What kinds ot
men are there? How and by what
agencies are they formed and dis-
tributed over lands as we find them?
How is human life propagated un-
der parental sanction, maintained by
social institutions and made toler-
able by useful arts?”

_These questions we s

books
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LETTERS TO

We here invite expression of

From Rockhampton, Tom Healy
writes on dialectical materialism:—

LEASED to note the growing
interest in dialectical material-
ism. The jibe of opponents of
Communism that “dialectical
materialism is for most Communists
just a mouthful, the meaning of
which they do not understand,” will
have little truth if this growing in-
terest is catered for and sustained.
Marx began to publish his ideas in
1846. Darwin published his “Origin
of Species” in 1859, simultaneously,
one might say, thus showing these
ideas represented exigencies, i.e.,
needs growing out of the existing
circumstances.

Marx’s work showing the surplus
value or unpaid portion of the
workers' labor to be the foundation
upon which is built the system of
cal.:italism, “production for profit”
—is good.  Bur his work in estab-
lishing dialectical materialism as the
proper method of finding out what
is D'b]'ectivefy true—is still better.

Sln{:e Marx established dialectical
materialism, we have also had
Enge]s’ written thoughts on the sub.
i;(;tw .andh Joseph lIl)im:zgen’s work

Ing how we all ger our under-
Shndmg. Thirty years ago Lenin
wrote his “Materialism and Empirio-
Cﬂtlﬂsm,f' 2 work devoted to the
same subject. And then there are
the works of Rudas, Adoratsky and
fine thinkers on this theme,
Y 1073000 copies of

k have been sold in thae
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THE EDITOR

views not exceeding 300 words.

part of the US.S.R. where the Rus-
sian language is spoken, and large
numbers of it have been published
in four other languages spoken in
the Soviet Union—and sold.
®

J. Hyatt wants real and applied

democratic centralism:—

T is vital that the Central Com-

mittee in its capacity as the cen-
tral leadership should use its full
authority to insist on and obtain
broad Party cohesion in achieving
and maintaining Democratic Cen-
tralism as a live and vital force in
our Party, its recognition as an im-
perative pre-requisite for efficient
Party work.

The ever-constant dangers to the
_working-dass movement— T rotsky-
ism, bureaucracy and disruption,
and the need for eternal vigilance
to recognise and combat these evils
—as outlined in Comrade Blake’s
admirable article (July “Review”)
15 a very welcome indication of the
Cenfra[ Committee’s realisation of
the importance of this question.

Howevet, to assume such articles
are in themselves a sufficient remedy
is absurd; all Party organs—from
the C.C. down—must energetically
and consistently strive to arouse in
the whole membership a full con-
sciousness of the need for estahlish.
ing and maintaining real Party de-
mocracy, which is our surest weapon,
and shield of defence against all

the evils of hich C
i which Comrade Blake
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ITALY: THREE YEARS OF WAR

Review

The People Give Their Blood

and Their

Money

From State Operais (official organ of C.P.L) Note: Fascists own

Statistics

ITALY has been at war for three
and a half vears. First Abys-
sinia then Spain. Tens and hun-
dreds of thousands of Italian sol-
diers have been forced into foreign
lands, have been compelled to shed
their blood in infamous wars against
people who fight justly for their
liberty and independence. By reason
of these wars the expenditure of
the Italian State has increased to
giddy heights.

20,847,000,000 lire in 1934-35

33.067,000,000 ,, , 193536

40,932,000,000 ,, ., 1936-37

The Italian economy and finance
have been exhausted by two wars.
The workers and peasants and smal
traders have been overwhelmed
with taxes and now Mussolini an-
nounces that this year the expendi-
ture and the taxes will increase
again by 19 milliards of lire for
armaments and for war against
France.

The Italian people do not want
war against other peoples. The
people are unable any longer to
support the shocking burden of
taxes and with increasing anxiety
sees the approaching hell of eco-
nomic and financial ruin. Nothing
is produced for the people.

Used.

In order to conduct its policy of
hunger and war in permanence, fas-
cism has invented that tragic non-
sence, autarchy; black bread, no
coffee today, something else lack-
ing tomorrow—the use of the most
repugnant substitutes.  The so-
called autarchy in reality reduces
to a minimum all industry destined
for the satisfaction of the most ele-
mentary needs of the civil popula-
tion. In the first eleven months of
1938, compared to the correspond-
ing months of 1937, the production
of woollen thread diminished by
13.6 p.c; the production of wool-
len cloth diminished by 9.8 p.c.;
public works have diminished by

11.7 p.c.

Raw material is lacking for civil
industry, unemployment is increas-
ing in many branches of industry,
the small factories to which the big
bureaucrats, accomplices of the fin-
ancial sharks, refuse raw material,
are closing.

The Cost of Living Increases

Whilst the political folly of per-
manent war and autarchy continu-
ally increase the cost of livi
official fascise stati m
than it is in reali
at them a




w;s 100, the cost of living
increased to 110 in January,
© 1936; 116 in January, 1937; 132 in
January, 1938; 135 in November,
1938. The masses cannot meet
their daily expenses with wages cut
by unemployment, taxes and the in-
creasing cost of living.

But the Financial Sharks and

the Big Bureaucrats Grow Richer

These profit by the war, and ac-
cumulate millions to milliards out
of the poverty and blood of the
people. From the tens of milliards
that Ttalian taxpayers must pay for
armaments, the Mussolini-Ciano
family again draws profits. They
are big shareholders in the Terni
War Industry Trust, which has 430
1 millions as capital and whose head
[” is Arturio Ciano, uncle of the dread-
L ful Galeazzo. In the three years of

war, the Ternie Trust of the Mus-
| solini-Ciano family has realised
l enormous profits.
! 30,000,000 lire in 1935
| 30,000,000 ,, , 1936
l 34’000’000 ” » 19}7

And 1938 shows a further m.
crease. The Mussolini-Ciano family
draws money from the Italian State
—money squeezed piece by piece
from the worker, the p:as:nt,pthe
amall'trader anI:I the clerk, and pays

Hicent salaries to its members
andm the financiers and corrupt
aucrats that surround it. Gale-
s other uncle, Admiral Ales.
Ciano, is also the head of
an Silurifician Trust, Tt js

a‘d_ﬂ;gr Galeazzo, minister
Affairs, multiplies pro-
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vocations to war that threaten to
lead Italy to ruin but blossom with
millions for the Mussolini-Ciano
family, the financiers and the cor-
rupt bureaucrats.

While all production of goods
destined for the use of the people
languishes and declines, in the war
factories the production of cannons,
tanks, explosives and instruments of
death increases. In the first eleven
months of 1939, compared to the
corresponding months of 1937, the
production of lead for war purposes
increased by 22.1 p.c.; copper for
war purposes, by 83.3 p.c.; cast iron
for war purposes, by 10.3 p.c. From
6968 tons in 1936, the production
of explosives jumped to 10,450 in
1937, to 11,000 in 1938. Tt is in
order to produce these death weap-
ons that the finanaciers and the
bureaucrats deny to the people the
bread they so sorely need.

And the Financiers Strangle
the Workers

They profit from the permanent
war policy and from the autarchy,
using their established monopolies
to sell their products at prices ever
more strangling,

Thanks to the policy of self-
suﬁciency, to the disgraceful com-
plicity of the bureaucrats, the big
s}}ark Donegani, for example, the
director of the Montecatin Trust,
has more than doubled the price of
the products he sells to the peasants.
Taking 100 as the price of a kilo of
copper sulphate in 1934, the price

has jumped to 120 in 1935, 145 in

e

November, 1939

1936, 201 in 1937. It is in order
to strangle the workers and peas-
ants with their monopolies that the
financial sharks and big bureaucrats
must have the policy of so-called
autarchy, the policy of cartels, the
policy of petmanent war.

The Workers Tighten Their
Belts

Fascism dare not publish the true
figures of diminished wages, unem-
ployment increased by the policy of
autarchy, permanent war and cartel-
lisation. However, let us look at
the official statistics of the fascist
government showing the reduction
of food consumption in Milan, a
big industrial city, Taking 100 as
representing the quality of food-
stuffs consumed in Milan in Janu-
ary 1934, this has been reduced to
78 in January 1937, 72 in January
1938, 70 in November 1938. The
consumption of articles of first
necessity, the consumption of the
workers, there has therefore been
reduced by 30 per cent. in a few
years by war and autarchy.

The Workers Cannot Clothe

T hemselves

The workers have nothing with
which to buy clothes for themselves
and their children. According to
the official fascist statistics, the con-
sumption of clothing at Milan has
diminished from 100 in November,
1936, to 84 in November 1937; to
78 in November, 1938. This is the
fault of war and autarchy which

have increased the prices at a giddy

speed and cut wages.
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Unemployment and Bad

for the Poor Peophf'-r &5 0I00
With war and aumchy;am‘

ployment has increased :
workers and tradesmen. Tm
ber employed in public works has
diminished from 261,960 in 1935 to
241,989 in 1936; to 240,019 in 1937;
to 200,000 in 1938. The war and
autarchy policy not only strikes the
workers and the peasants but also
the small traders and the rest of
the middle class. The number of
bankruptcies of small traders etc.
strangled by monopolies and laid
low by taxes has increased from
42,894 in October 1937, to 62,469
in October 1938, from 43,095 in
November 1937, to 62,469 in No-
vember 1938. Reduced to poverty
and ruin, the lower middle class
joins the unemployed.

The Poor People Go to the

Pawn Shops

Reduced to poverty by the fascist
policy of war and autarchy, work-
ers, peasants, artisans and small
eraders must take their last few be-
longings to the Mont de Piete. Ac-
cording to the official statistics of
the fascist government the pledges
have increased from 2,422,224 in
1935, to 2560734 in 1936 to
2,566,031 in 1937, to 2,811,668 in

A




able to buy even more luxurious

cars, jewels for their mistres:

delicious and costly meals. Tak-

5 100 as the figure for the sale

f fine pastry and cakes in the big

cities in 1936, it has increased to

114 in 1937; to 115 in 1938, Tt is

certainly not the proletariat or the

working class generally that buy
fine pastry and rich cakes.

But the Sharks and Big

Bureaucrats Buy Furs

Whilst the workers cannot buy
clothes, the sale of luxury furs has
increased from 100 in 1936, to 110
in 1937, to 127 in 1938.

The war makes rich only the fin-
ancial sharks and the big bureau-
crats and reduces all the people to
poverty.

The Sharks Capital Gains

They are certainly not reduced to
unemployment by war and autarchy.
The capital of the big companies
has increased from 44 milliards in
1936, to 47 milliards in 1937; to 53

milliards in 1938.

It has gained at the expense of
the poverty and blood of the work-
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ers. It has gained at the expense
of the ruin of small traders, arti-
sans, small manufacturers laid low
by the autarchy and war policy, by
taxes and monopolies.

But the Sharks and Big Bureaucrats
Increase Their Proﬁt:l

Scandalously.

‘The Edison, Montecatine, Ilva,
Terni, Fiat, Snia, Pirelli Breda,
Chatillon, and Erba companies, ten
big trusts belonging to Mussolini-
Ciano, Volpi, Pirelli, Benni and
Agnelli, have seen their declared
profits increase (and those unde-
clared are much greater). From 354
millions in 1934, to 399 millions in
1935; to 426 millions in 1936; to
521 millions in 1937. And this year
the profits are still greater. Big divi-
dends for a few sharks, the Monte
de Piete for the mass of the people
—Such is fascism.

War, Poverty, Slavery and Death
of Thousands of the People’s Sons.
—Down with War! Out of Spain!
Down With Mussolini’s Govern-
ment—a Government of Hunger,
Slavery and War. For a Regime
of Liberty in Which the People
May Control Their Destinies.

B WHO SHALL BOOZE ?

"Gordon"

 CHARACTERS: MR. and MRS, NI

feﬁfng—gm
i i

s‘wt)rl[boyT You promise’d you wouldn’t get

GEL SMYTHE-BROWNE

o SCENE: ANY INTERIO
Smyrbe SToWne enters, wearing a b
ng-after-the-night-before”

dressing-gown and slippers, and a
appearance. Closely followed by

e
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M-S bi
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B
Mr. S.B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.B.
Mrs. S.-B.
M. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
M. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
Mrs. S.-B.
Mr. S.-B.
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Don’s pester, my dear, don’t pester!
But you only came in an hour ago! Where tI’} 1 think
going, like that? 4 ;

It is my misfortune, my dear, to have a . . . hup! . . . bushiness

that requires . . . .
Good Heavens! Is that what's on your mind? Why, yx
must still be drunk! . Y 1S
[Heavily] I am . . . hup! . . . conscious of my resh . . .
ponsh . . . ibilities. Ergo .. . hup! . .. I mush be drunkl
Delightful, my dear, delightful! s
But Claude, you're forgetting Waffles! Hasn't he always
attended to the business when you've been like this?

Waffles . . .

And you told me yourself that he’s the best manager in the
world.

[Louder] Waffles . . . ;
And that he knows more about the business than you do
yourself.

[Louder still} Waffles . . .

[ Putting her arm round him] Now do go back to bed, there’s
a darling. Fancy worrying about the office when . ..
[Shaking her off ] Waffles . . .

Well, what about Waffles?

[ Triumphantly] I . . . shacked . .. him!

You what?

I' shacked him.

You sacked him? But whatever for?

[With terrific aplomb] He came in . .. hup! ... drunk!
Waffles! Drunk? .

Waffle . .. sh. .. drunk, ‘
But I thought Waffles didn’c drink. He couldn’t afford to;
he has four children. : i
Five, my dear, to be . . . hup! . . . preshish. And Waﬁes:
doesn’t drink, in a way. He...jus'... !
Stupid!  You sacked him because he got dr.unkjdnoe,
now you've got no one to . . . o
Don’t pester, my dear, don’t pester! Get me my e

. . . pantsh.
Waﬂ:ﬁzs! Drunk! I can’t believe it.
[Unctuously] Ye . . . esh
[Sways] We mush have . . . dish
Dishipline . . . [Lurches] a@
cy! [CbHap:rr].'ﬁ Ly
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:l]i]f: .
HE “West Coast” of South
. Australia, the area to the west
of Spencer Gulf, is occupied, in the
main, by thousands of wheat farm-
ers. Ten years ago there were pro-
bably twice as many as now. What
is happening there?

Going south from Port Augusta
the first centre on the “coast” is
Whyalla, which until recent years
had practically no human connec-
tions with the rest of the “coast.” It
is situated on the sea and draws its
lifeblood from the well nigh inex-
haustible deposits of the highest
grade iron ore in the world, found
at Iron Knob, Iron Baron and
elsewhere in the Middleback Ranges,
some thirty miles in the semi-arid
hinterland.
| Whyalla is booming, The BHP.,
| to which the Liberal government of
Butler gave the rights over most of

iron deposits for the next fifty
years, is building a blast furnace to
exploit the ore on the spot. Coke
will be brought from Newcastle in
the ships which would otherwise
come empty. Limestone will be
W‘ from nearby inexhaustible
eposits.  Water will be provided
mﬁ‘% y, three hundred

! dmt. at the cost of nearly
 three million pounds to the Sy,

,.__‘Qo'm;pu_nlst, Review
o ke 1
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cockies.”” They do no farming, for
without the waters of the Murray
no farming is possible in the dry,
dusty district.  They are farmers
and their sons who have been forced
off their land elsewhere on the
“coast.” They provide the living
link between the struggling wheat
industry, the Cinderella of the Liber-
al and U.A P. governments, and the
booming monopoly B.H.P.,, the pam-
pered favorite of these governments.

Among some trade unionists at
Whyalla there is a tendency to be
hostile towards these dis-possessed
farmers. They do not become good
trade unionists overnight. They are
used to working individually, slay-
ing with their families from dawn
to datk in the uneven struggle
against weather, mallee, rent, in-
terest, high freights, high costs of
manure, bags, machinery, food and
clothing. Hostility towards the ex-
farmers because they do not imme-
diately adjust themselves to their
new conditions of work can only
belbtlie BELD. gt dime when i
is intensifying its efforts to weaken
the unions, It can only help the
B.H.P. to get the workers on cheaper
terms.

The ex-farm workers can be won
for active trade unionism, The ideas
of co-operation are not unknown to

In the areas from which

* . many of them have come consider-

able united efforts have been made

by the farmers in resisting evictions.
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These areas lie mainly to the west
and south-west of Whyalla, extend-
ing to the head of the Bight. They
are marginal sandy mallee lands with
a rainfall of from ten to fifteen
inches a year, and an average of one
good season in three or four. The
land was bought from its owners at
inflated values by the government,
subdivided into small blocks of two
or three thousand acres, and let to
settlers at rentals of from £50 to
£150 a year. Most areas were settled
about the time of the Great War.
Many of the settler were city work-
ers.

Investing their savings in make-
shift homes, machinery, sheds, fences
and horses the settlers and their
families started the work of clearing
the mallee and sowing wheat. Most
cleared about 1,000 acres in the
course of some years. The land
takes about ten years to come to full
productive capacity. Half the
cleared land is cropped each year. On
the average five to seven bushells per
acre are harvested each year. Some-
times when drought or mice or grass-
hoppers or caterpillars have been at
work less than one bushell is reaped
—less than the seed sown.

With the fall of wheat prices, and
last August it was 1/2 to 1/4 a
bushell in these areas, the position
of most of the settlers became hope-
less.

The Gepp Commission estimated
that in these areas the average cost
of production was 4/6 a bushell
(whereas the average for Australia
was 3/6). Debts, therefore, grew.
Rent, storekeeper, bag, manure and
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The State government
schemes operating in these distr
the Debt Adjustment Board and e
Farmers’ Assistance Board have
achieved nothing in real relief. The
former has dealt with a few hun-
dred of the thousands of applica-
tions for debt adjustment made to
it, and already among the cases dealt
with there are re-applications for ad-
justment of the already “adjusted”
debts. The F.A.B. seems to be de-
vised not to help the farmer, but to
secure that the government shall get
the best possible return from the
farm. Farmers who got into diffi-
culties applied to the F.A.B. for
help. If accepted, and only those
with a “reasonable chance” of pull-
ing through are accepted, the F.A.B.
takes control of the farm, sends its
inspectors to tell the farmer what
he must do on it, takes contral of
his products and in general, by meass
of frequent inspections, polices the
farm. In return the farmer is
guaranteed a miserable pittance. In
reality he works for the FAB. If
by some miracle his produce exceeds
in value all his debts plus adv
from the Board he gets the s
Very few farmers in these
areas have ever freed
from the Board, which

its activities by




B — Sa—————

slightly extra for infants, 3/3 for
sons 14-16 years old, from 5/- to
10/- for sons over 16 years. Each
son who works on the farm gets £5
a year for himself. £25 on the aver-
age is allowed for a family of four
or five for clothing; £12, paid in
quarterly instalments, is allowed as
petty cash. Anything the farmer’s
family can make out of cows (up
to six) and fowls are allowed to be
kept. All other produce must be
handed over to the Board, which
sells it, collects, and distributes the
proceeds among the creditors. By
going under the F.AB. the farmer
incurrs up to £25 a year for ad-
ministrative charges alone. He loses
£10 or so in cash discounts which
he cannot collect since the Board
pays his accounts. Every item of ex-
penditure must be agreed to by the
EAB. in advance, except such as
can be met out of the petty cash
allowance, and emergencies, such as
medical expenses. These last are
often queried, but veterinary ex-
penses never, The horses belong to
the FAB.!

To eke out his existence the
farmer keeps a few sheep. The cul-
tvated land will take up to one
sheep every five acres, the scrub up
to one every ten acres, From 150 to
200 is therefore the maximum pos-
sible except if hand feeding is car-

_ aut.f E:.ch sheep returns an
average ot about 7/- gross each year.,
Freight and selling charges takz 20
to 25 per cent. of this amount, so
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that only a small sum, if any, can
be cleared each year.

Under these conditions most
farmers get more and more hope-
lessly in debr, until the day comes
when the F.A.B. sells him up. He
then has to get work elsewhere, be-
come unemployed, or make a fresh
start. Those farmers who are game
enough to make a fresh start are
helped by their neighbors. Word
goes round that the farmer wants
to buy machinery, horses, etc., at his
sale. Neighbors agree not to bid.
The auctioneer, in the presence of
the F.AB. representative, receives
bids from only the farmer (or his
agent) who therefore gets what he
wants at nominal prices. Attempts
at scab bidding are few and far be-
tween, as they are dealt with in the
best traditions of working-class
picketting. The solidarity of the
farmers is such that hundreds of
these sales have been effectively
picketted in this way.

Nevertheless, many farmers have
gone under. In one Hundred near
Streaky Bay there were 19 settlers
in 1931; there are now 8. In an-
other there were 8, now 2. In the
Kimba district there have been 300

evictions since 1931,

Consequently the farmers in these
areas are full of indignation against
the Menzies and Playford govern-
ments which have done nothing for
them,

(To be continied.)
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The Movement of the Working
Class Standard of Living
in Australia

N. Kelly

THE question which I want to
put and answer from the avail-
able statistical data is, “Are the
workers in Australia any better off
than they were 30 years ago?”
“What is the trend of their stand-
ard of living?” and “What on the
other hand is the relative position of
the non-wage earning classes which
receive income?”

There is no statistical information
concerning the pasition of the small
farmers, the small shop-keepers, ete.,
and covering the middle classes as a
whole. The same may be said of the
smaller capitalists and the larger
monopolist groups, but we can get
some indication of the trend in the
distribution of income by comparing
changes in the standard of living of
the workers, defined below, with
changes in national income per head
of the occupied population which in-
cludes the unemployed.

This standard of living takes ac-
count only of adult male workers
owing to the lack of information con-
cerning other workers, but it may be
supposed that changes in the position
of women and juveniles would not
depart very much from changes in
the adult male standard.

The standard is made up as fol-
lows: We take notice firstly of

changes in the average money wage
rate received by all Australian work-
ers.  Suppose in 1940 it rises to 120
shillings from 100 shillings in 1930.
Secondly, we take account of
changes in employment. Suppose that
in 1940 only 75 per cent. of the
workers were employed, whereas all
were employed in 1930. In this case
the money wages actually earned per
week are only three-quarters of 120
shillings or 90 shillings as compared
with 100 shillings in 1930, Thirdly,
we take account of changes in the
prices of the things the workers buy.
The money wage earned has fallen
in 1940 by 10 per cent. as compared
with 1930. But if prices have also
fallen by 10 per cent. the standard
of living would remain the same.
The figures for the standard thus
defined are those of the Common-
wealth statistician. In the Labor
Reports of recent years he has dis-
continued publication of the figures
for these last years. But these later
figures have here been compiled by
the methods used and explained by
him and from the material




s in direct taxation of
§ and in indirect taxes
articles the workers buy—tobacco,
but which are not covered by
price index. Also new articles,
ess, etc., not used in 1911 are
not included in the price data. More-
- over, the average nominal wage
which is another element in the cal-
culation is overstated in later years
because the weights given to differ-
ent industries have not been changed
since 1911. And the development
of industry has been such that aver-
age wage in later years is overstated
as compared with 1911.  The picture
i here presented is on the whole thinly
drawn and the position in the last
ten years is overstated relatively to

the position in earlier years.
The standard of living moved on
the whole in an upward direction in
Australia until the year 1911, And
it is useful to compare subsequent

years with this high-water mark.

Year Index No.
1901 94.5
1906-10.......:.‘.. 95.9
180 <t rig o Bluow w1000
L AN VRN 9E
e 2 S R TR oo 1047
]923-32 96.0
E33T o o .. 1019

- We see from.tl;e.se“ﬁgures that in
!haeipnmd of eleven years 191222

is 7.4 per cent. below
Eim 1923.7 ir is 4.7 per cent,
-_;:m:llnzs.sz another five
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crisis are kept in mind, it is apparent
that the standard of living has been
fluctuating in a downward direction
when we fix in the background of
the whole movement the high ride
year of 1911 as the point of compari-
son. It must be remembered, too,
that in recent years the figures over-
state the standard, and so understate
the downward movement.

If we make another form of com-
parison and take not 1911 but the
four-year average of 1908-11, which
includes in representative propor-
tion very bad and good years, we
get the following result:

Year Index No.
1908-11 y ik 100.0
1912-16 . v Lo 92.%
1917-22 ) ) 97.9
I8 71 a0 ricion : 108.2
1 S2RBr o] 12T )
19337 in ol SR 105.3

Even here we see that the stand-
ard has been below 1908-11 in more
subsequent periods than it has been
above it

It is useful to notice that between
1914 and 1919, the war years, the
standard was 7.1 per cent. below
1908-11 and 11.1 per cent. below
911, War, contrary to the illusions
of some people, means an attack on
working-class conditions,

It is quite evident that Karl
Marx’s thesis, that the development
of capitalism means eventually an
absolute worsening of the conditions
of t_he working class, applies to Aus-
tral.la in the period of monopoly
capitalism.  While i¢ i true that
fates of wages haye increased, un-
employment has increased faster,
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with the result that living standards
have moved on the whole in a down-
ward  direction, and this movement
is accelerated by war and prepara-
tion for war. At the same time the
turning point for the workers is
later in Australia than in England
where it was about the year 1900,
and then in France and Germany
where it was a lictle later than in
the case of England, because of the
later development of capitalism on
the mainland of Europe,

A tising standard of living in
Australia was assisted by the loan
money available for government de-
velopment works and private capi-
talist enterprise, the accumulations
coming from the profit won by the
expansion of British imperialism in
Africa, the Near East, China, etc.
And thete is no doubt that the levels
reached by our standards in the up-
ward movement were attained at
the expense of the colonial peaples
in part at least,

But although the standard of liv-
ing has been declining in the last
thitty years on the whole, the
national income per head of the
occupied population has increased
continuously. In order to compare
changes in the standard with changes
in income per head we shall be
forced to refer to the standard as
having changed so much since 1914.
It will in this case appear to have
increased a lot since in that year it
was abnormally low. The reason for
doing this is that the national in-
come figures are not available be-
fore 1914 except for 1902 and be-

fore. Because it is necessary to do
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this, -the contrast which
out will be considerably
The relative increase in the stand ‘
will be overstated for later years
since it was lower in 1914 than in
1902, V/hereas relatively the in-
crease in national income will be
understated since income was 10 pet
cent. higher in 1914 than in 1901.3.
The figures of national income

used are those of Colin Clark. And
the following table shows the posi-
tion of national income per head as
compared with the working-class liv-
ing standard.

Index Nos. of

national income

per head of the

occupied popula- Index No. o
tion including the living stan-
dards.

Year unemployed. .
1914 *"IR RGO THORE S 100
191552y Sian 1015 (6yrs.) 100.7
1923.7 D IAII00E e 8 115.0
1928-32 SUEAS W ve S
1933.7 MBS L g 118.8

For the national income between
191522 only six. years are avail-
able. The figures are to be com-
pared with each other by comparing
both sets with 1914. From 1915-22
national income increased by 1.5 per
cent. and the standard by 7 per cent.
In 19237 income had increased
over the previous period by 29.4 per
cent. and living standards by 14.3
per cent. or at less than half the
rate of the increase in national in-
come, From 1928-32 income fell |
3.4 per cent. from the
period and the s
cent. or at over
Berween 1933-7
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i thinl for the class, the political padding of capi-
-I yabf)::m Al:f) be- talism in the period of irnp.erialiSm,
. head of the capi- partly also by the better paid work-

Lcome pet .
h the in- ers. But the difference between
S il skilled and unskilled rates is less

crease is hi d increases faster

hatii;il:lr ?zcame per head, here than in England. The main

which here includes the workers and  gainers, however, ha.ve . been Au.s.

unemployed. tralia’s monopoly cap1tal1§ts and thxs
We see also from the above applies more than ever since z_md in

figures who paid for the depression.  the depression when lthe position of
The increase in national income the middle classes did not improve

since 1914 has been partly absorbed and that of the small farmers has

undoubtedly by the lower middle deteriorated greatly.
[ ] ® ®

LEGION OF YOUTH

We march,

True to our hearts’ imperative command;
Our urgent voices shouting together,
Ringing over the chasm of death,
—_But we fall only to death!

Not to fear—greedy for our surrender;
Fear that would thrust its cold bayonet
Into our quivering throats,

To gush our hot blood,

To break each quickened nerve,

Each bright brave dream.

Never will we fall.

We know that man bleeds in agony tenight,
And old people hungering fall in the streets,
;thzre-frigﬁrened children whimper and kiss the lifeless shapeless forms
R
~ In the fold of your arm, hold your youn close;

Look long into the burning ey};: ofy yotf‘ mate,

blown into the desolate black and red of changing worlds;

‘remember your shining flesh, trembling thighs,
yos of future life,
are scattered when armies charge. . . .

our purpose is bright on our cheek,
fe ot el T

T R T Th
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PAGES FROM THE PA!
J. N. Rawling

A series of documents illustrating Australia’s Social and Ecanig
History, with special reference to the working-class movement and the
struggle for democracy. Edited with introductions by J. N. R.

o
et

Period 11l.—Democracy and Unionism,
1856—1890 (Continued)

AUSTRALIA A REFUGE

Louisa Lawson, mother of Henry, contributed the following verses to the
Republican.

Australia for ever!
Beloved home-giver,
Bright haven of rest the wide oceans between,
How many in sorrow,
Take heart for the morrow,
When nearing thy borders thy beauty is seen.

The weary world-ranger,
The poor and the stranger,
Find all that they need on thy bountiful shore.
And gratefully feeling,
Hope’s placid annealing,
They bless thee resolving to wander no more.

Australia forever,
Fond hearts leap and quiver
With pride and delight at the sound of thy praise.
And true to each other, .
As brother to brother, _
They beat or they bleed thy proud banner to raise.

_LOUISA LAWSON (in the “Republican,” /

On the other hand, our {friends the enemy:
barricades—knew how to hate in those days.
clowns, ready to pour ridicule upon or to ra
and labor leaders, Such a one, sad to rel
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the first Labor Members of Parlia- Bonn S
ing :ﬁ;ﬂm Nintan MEL‘;T ei,:,:; OfKends.n’s grievance is that anyone Drag upon our just employers, sponging on & worn-out st Lt e
1 ] , there was any I.-ak e Pr;r ltament or that the workers dared to | Boozing in some. a"xley pot-house every evening of his life. 3 ]
should dare to represent the wor E‘t otomld be noted, was an undertaker—which Eype h? djs of Nin's supporters, tot l;im up and lamb him dowm,
want to be represented: ,Mewme' ces—] he represented’ Northumberland—which in | Heou:; 1‘:7?1&? alﬁkhofug\mtmckt:a;n:?gwch:;\';? ::lfe n:h:s il ammwe- ¥
ERDISLE pomme i sesrezgm;mbtou and Wallsend. It is sad to think that And the 1urd1ygwm‘l‘ls of wentwortl’: sounﬂe:;.' 30 :':;ts ag‘nm g e
c 4
turn explains the TfePERCes 0 aluen” could Bave spat such VEROT. ‘ Hails familiar to our fathers, where in days exalted, rang
‘he who wrote Bel All the tones of all the feelings which ennobled Bland and Lang, -
E | We in ashes, we in sackeloth, sorrow for the insult cast
THE SONG OF N‘II:'::N mwpit i . ?iki ;ruwig ng llormg :mm;fét o bﬁ;; ﬁs;ﬂmm of your past.
ging the song f::eﬁgm;e_%mt knows his Way _about-. | Last mﬁntign i.apa blgd‘ger. with the tiﬁ: uotgtﬂ(.ll’.m o
ﬁmeimeﬂéz:eya penny whistle, look alive and let me slip —Tenry Kendall, 1880.
e Ninny like o father; Ninoy with & nimble 1ip. |

Mister Melville—straight. descendant {rom meess;:l; Huc}ifye’s ape, GRADES OF GRATIS SEDUCTION

Started life as mute for Daddy pmlingkfa.()e;, E‘z'?le lr;agy A | The following verses, though written nearly twenty years after Kendall's,

But slas! he didn’t like it—lots of work an eards another way. | also indicate the acuteness of class-hatred forty or fifty years ago. Late in the
Nature whispered, you're a windbag, play YS‘:" —n big to Dot | mineties, Judge Chomley of Victoria, on a case he was trying, said that it was
Mister Melville picked the hint up, pltch::d tewc Sx ; right that the penalty for seducing the daughter of a rich man should he greater
Paid his bills, or didn’t pay them, doesn't matier ¥ a waiting game . than that imposed for seducing the daughter of a poor man, Whereupon Free

] Pwigging how the bread was puttered, he commence maibi s Lance published the following:

s Emiicl the strings upon the quiet; no one tumbled to BE AW |

Y paine he purchased, Strauss he borrowed, read a page or two of i Defendant was certainly ‘gross— Té ot e el o
Posed before his father's porkers, made to them his maiden Speechi. ST i,

I; Then he spluttered, Ninny has it; he will keep himself in clothes | But is it a matter for ruction? grudges.

1 Like that gutter Tully Bradlaugh leading noodles by the nose. ‘ The gitl is cl:mg’rousiy close

1

' _plown village pot-house, where a dribbling bag of beer p s ;

| 5 inas:: g];. humaqnge!::jg, Nin commenced his new career; 1 To grades of gratis seduction!
Talked about the Christian gwindle, cut the Bible into bits, |

Shook his fist at Mark and Matthew, gave the twelve apostles fits;

Slipped into the priests and parsons, hammered all the British Courts. |

But summon a chorus to sing
The cheapness of commoner vit-

. : ol tue—
Bossy boobles were astonished, bibblers of the Lambtan sort, l The price of a princess is high, ; T T o
Yards of ear were cacked to listen, yards of mouth began to shout, | A duchess’s daughter is cheaper, The price tha.t the bargain will brm,g
i Here's a cove as is long-headed—Ninny knows his way about. h o o © o3 1L b Is sornethmg that su:ely won’t
The fall of a lady will buy Pk ;
Mister Ninny was delighted, game in hand was paying well; | A verdict sufficient to keep her. LI
Tools and coins don't hang together, Nin became a howling swell, | i
Took to “stumping” on the racecourse, cut the old Debating Club; .
Wouldn't do for mighty Ninny now to mount a local tub. | But lzst ygu be left in the lun:l!:
Thornton’s column was his platform, here the orator began d k eal in the price And ju consent to a ruction,
Hitting at the yellow heathen, cracking up the working man, ‘ It’s reckless to d P s B e ake diligent &
Spitting out at immigration, roaring like a worried bull Of honorable daughters of judges, Be sure to make diligen surch‘
At the lucre made on tallow and the profit raised on wool, | The court would consent in a trice For grades of gratis seduction.

Said our Ninny to our Ninny, I have not the slightest doubt . AN CIALI
Soaping down the “’orney handed” is the safest business out. ! AN ARCHIST TO A i e

Little work for spanking wages, this is just the thing they like, iy ter half of the cighten-eighties was, as has already been pointed out,

So T'll prop the eight-houn swindle, he's the boss in every strike, | a pe;-Ii‘Ed tlgtg;-eat socialist :mdgramcal activity. There were Republican,

In the end Tl pull a pot off, what I'm at is bound to take; ? B Al Bocilist and Anarchist organisations, each with its officlal BECT The

Ninny sees a bit before him—Ninny's eyes are wide awake . o tists had their “Liberator”; the Anarchists, their “FHonesty; the Sacialists,

IS A0 Cee= Rbes T oEEn, Frenlens fure will ofter tip; i e Radical” The first two were published in Melbourne; the last in Hamil-

I B Bt bl gy frowey trignas may aitp. ' e eweastle, The following js  letter from an Anarchist fo & ‘Socialistl Tt
is copied from the original and has never before been published. The writer

So it came to pass that Melville—Mr. Melville T sh - ; wctive Anarchist in Melbourne, and it Was
: . ould say— | was David A. Andrade, an e
Dodged about with deputations half a dozen times a day, ¥

' W. H. Macnamara, Secretar yof the then recently formed Ausgralian e
: .mammm w'mlmaud. bossed the strikers, damned employers every one, ‘ League. =t
B e e sotan Jo the shanty, 0 the sun. by ot
B o s up with wages, keep the pig-tail out of this, | Howard St,, Sth. Yarra, been duly rece ved ad
grcEd of l’°“"‘E‘m",11-1!1. ﬁmnﬁt:g; fE Lo, 0f BibDe Wian, : Melboume, Vict. “Heralds,” = “Ages”
U , some who brag at Wallsend, sei | o= e
Thing we know to be & vindbay bouncing o Parlinent. May 7th, 1888. g

Common story of this Ninny; many fellows of |

e i i his breed, -~

 Prowl about o bone the guines, up to_dirty tricks indeed. W. H. McNamara

B - Pubbpadoe Td-like 4o fan ' Dear Comrade,—Your note has
: imposter that they call the working man,



has, as you say, e¥-
arlatan, Jnscpl'l Symes.
e in this next “Radical”
a reply his personal abuse of’ my-
self in last weel’s “Liberator”™ (or
as it should be called, “Liberty-
hater”) ; it will help on his exposure
a liedle further. Of course, T look
upon the affair as an outside spec-
tator, for 1 do not belong to the
AS.A., having left it about three
years ago rather than endure Symes’
despatic rule, and find myself al-
ways voting in the minority, while
the victorious majority always assist-
ed him in his scramble for the loaves
and fishes. To belong to such a
fossilised body, I look upon as a
sheer waste of valuable time; and if
Symes daes not stop his slanders, 1
shall shortly rartle out such a volley
of exposures that must even open
the eyes of guch infatuated dupes as
Wallwork and Barnes.

I am always glad to hear from
you, and take a great interest in
your writings. If you are not an
Anarchist, you are too humanitarian
for an Archist, and there is scarcely
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2 sentiment of youts that T can dis-
sent from. We are both fighting
the common enemy, and I hope ere
long we shall both be championing
the common cause. If you see diffi-
culties in Anarchism, 1 should like
to see you express them in “Hon-
esty” (or elsewhere) and we may
¢here discuss the problems in all
<heir bearings, for the benefit of both
ourselves and our readers.

T have taken the liberty of sending
you two dozen copies of “Honesty”
for this month, and will be obliged
if you will try to dispose of them at
the meetings of the Australian Soci-
alist League. We have appointed
R. Bear® as a Sydney agent, but he
has lictle (if any) sympathy for the
paper, and I thought you might feel
more disposed to introduce it. The
price is 8d. per dozen, post free.

Let me hear from you now and
then if you can afford time, as T am
always anxious to know how Sydney
friends are getting on.

With heartiest greetings,

Fraternally,
David A. Andrade.

Notes: 1.—A.S.A., ie., the Australian Secularist Association, of which Joseph
Symes was leader; 2—Radical, organ of the Australian Socialist League; 83—
Liberater, organ of the ASA.; 4—Honesty, an Anarchist organ; 5—R. Bear, a
~well-known Sydney ‘bookseller, who styled himself Sir Robert Bear. 4

POST MORTEM ON THE 1890 STRIKE

The causes and history of the 1890 Strike wi
will be told on another occasion.
”’_l’ﬂl-::;a Ioqu.b:in interesting summing-up of the lessons of the Strike, as seen by
: Bydney ience Committee and published by it in its Reporf.

. . . Already the Defence Com-
has indicated that it regards
3 by defear, of

of all the necessity for a critical in-
spection of weapons. In its incep-
tion Trades-unionism was merely an
instrument for improving the lot of
the worker within the lines of mod-
ern competition. The overthrow of

R —
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that system was no part of its busi-
ness. As time has gone on, however,
the commercial structure itself, with-
in which the wheels of Unionism re-
volve, has been considerably modi-
fied. Monopoly has grown apace.
Rings, trusts and combines have
menaced Society on its purchasing
side, and now Unions of employers
have come into the field to cope with
it in its capacity of worker and
wage-earner. Still keeping in view
the primary aim of Trades-unions—
to get as much wealth for the worker
as present conditions will admit of—
we have then in the first place to
consider the extent to which recent
developments have left a margin
within which our weapons are likely
to prove effectual and in the second
place the extent to which the weapons
themselves demand improvement.

Now, in a mere report, we must
not wander into the mazes of poli-
tical economy. All that it is here
possible to do is to remind the
Trades-unionists of Australia that
they have been travelling these many
years in a kind of cul de sac or blind
alley, one end of which is blocked
by the conditions of modern com-
merce and firmly cemented by the
laws of the land. That is a barrier
which no strike can ever break
through and when we find ourselves
abreast of it we shall know that
Trades-unionism has fulfilled its
mission, that it has carried us faith-
fully to the very end of the track.
But we are not there yet; and in the
meantime there is ample work on the
old lines but slightly varied for one
and all of our organisations. A
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working day of not
hours, an imp!

of the more m
the retention of those ady
gained by so many hard s
the past and threatened now by
united action of employers—these
and many other objects come well
within the original scope of Trades-
unionism, and for their achievement ‘
in the light of the late suﬂ::%;
much stress cannot be placed upon
the necessity for low entrance fees to
individual Unions, and of some cen-
tral power to control the machinery
of Unionism throughout the whole
of Australia. It is impossible for in-
dependent local organisations to con-
duct a general strike with success.
Some form of federation is impera-
tive.

A still more important lesson,
learnt in the hour of defeat is this:
That whilst we must go on ever in-
creasing our capacity for fighting as
we have fought before, the time has
come when Trades-unionists must
use the Parliamentary machinery that
has in the past used them. We ate
still some distance—it is impossible
to say just how far—from the blind
end of our industrial lane. Until
we reach that end we shall still stand
in need of the strike and the boycott.
But the trumpet notes, at the sound
of which the bacrier itself will fall,
are essentially political. Once the
wotker determines—as he has deter-
mined—that the very basis of mod-
ern industry is antagonistic to
welfare—once he qu%ﬁ!ﬂl;;

of any man to int




labour—he must set about che work

of reform whee it seems that reform
can alone be obtained—and that is
in Parliament, The rule that Trades-
unionism must steer clear of politics
was a golden rule when there was
50 much work to be done within our
present industrial environment. But
that time, as we have said before, is
drawing to an end, and ere we can
radically imptove the lot of the work-
er we must secure a substantial re-
presentation in Parliament. Then,
and only then, can we begin to re-
store to the people the land of which
they have been plundered, ro absorb
the monopolies which society at large
has helped to create, and to ensure
to every man, by the opportunity of
fairly remunerated labour, a share
in those things that make life worth
living, and, above all, a reasonable
chance of developing within him the
qualities of a perfect manhood.
The Parliamentary weapon is
ready to our hand. West Sydney
proved that. Too much stress can-
not be laid upon its importance. Iso-
lated labour representatives are use-
less—often worse than useless. The
next general election must yield us
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the balance of power; future con-
tests must give us an absolute
majority in Parliament. Strait is
the gate and sure only, but sure
indeed, if we hold on our course,
ignoring the touts of existing parties,
knowing neither freetrade nor pro-
tection, and oblivious of sectarian
difference.  Self-seekers must go.
Jealousies must share the fate of the
prickly pear, least of all to be suffer-
ed in the home-paddock. “Politics”
is a game we must decline to play.
For us Parliamentary life will be a
real and perhaps a bitter warfare, at
all events a life into which no man
must enter who does not love the
Cause before himself, who does not
believe that the only statesmanship
worthy the name is that which en-
riches a country’s toiling citizens.

This, then, is over and above all
others the greatest lesson of the
strike—that our organisations must
become a means of education and
constitutional power. Already it is
half learnt. We have come out of
the conflict a United Labour Party,
destined amid all the hypocrisy of
political life to brighten the lot of
our children—if not our own lot.

(To be Continued.)
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FOREIGN

The Soviet Union

Communist Review

AFFARS

has made Peace

possible
L. Sharkey

THE treaties concluded by the
Soviet Union with the Baltic
States are models of the non-
imperialist, non-aggressive attitude
of the Soviets towards other States
and peoples.

The Baltic coasts of Latvia, Es-
tonia and Lithuania are vital to the
defences of the Soviet Union, pat-
ticularly Leninerad, the second

greatest city of the Soviet Republics,
from attack by the imperialists.

None of the great imperialist
powers would have concerned them-
selves for one moment with the in-
dependence or rights of these tiny
states had they found themselves in
a similar position to the Soviet
Union.

The land on which the new Soviet
bases are to be situated, even when
islands off the coast, are not annex-
ed, but leased, from the Baltic
States for the duration of the
treaties, “at reasonable rentals.”

The treaties are also greatly to
the advantage of the Baltic States.
The treaties prevent the Baltic
States becoming a cockpit for war
against the U.S.S.R.

The new relation of the Soviet
Union to these tiny and poverty-
stricken countries means economic
advantages for them in the way of
increased trade and business agree-
ments, as well as with the Soviet gar-

risons. The new bases greatly
strengthen the defences of the So-
viet Union. These bases prevent
a hostile fleet from penetrating the
Baltic and the Gulf of Finland to
a position where Leningrad could
be bombarded. Further than this,
the Red Navy now has elbow room
in which to develop; free from inter-
ference by the fleets of the capita-
list states.

Our capitalist press represents the
treaties between the Soviets and the
Baltic States as solely a blow at the
Nazis, It is petfectly true the
treaties bar the way to aggression
from that direction, but the Soviet
moves by no means have only Hit-
ler in mind. It must never be for-
gotten by the workers that as far
as the Soviet Union is co
the danger of attack does not come
solely from the Nazis. The Cham-
berlain and Daladier governments,
as their whole records show, are
just as mortal enemies of the Soviet
Power as ever Hitler was, and T.l'ley
are possibly more dangerous, having
greater resources. Certain groups
of the British and French imperial-
ists would perhaps desire no
better than to transform the
war into a war of all the imp
states against the Sov
Baltic treaties, as
the Soviets are




¢ the ime of wrcig, have
much in mind the eventuality of
British-French imperialist attack
as a Nazi one, or the alternative
combined offensive of the imperial-
ists. The fact of the mortal enmity
of the government of Chamberlain
to Soviet Russia and the need for
the latter to take that fact into con-
sideration at all times is overlooked
by all manner of Liberals and well-
meaning people when they speculate
on reasons for Soviet actions. They
forget that Chamberlain and Dala-
dier are likewise anti-Soviet and,
as the history of the past few years
has proved, prefer war to co-opera-
tion with the Soviet Government for
peace.

The Baltic Pacts are supplemented
by the position of the Red Army
in Poland. The new territories
place the Red Army in a particu-
larly strong defensive or offensive
position.

With a Soviet-Turkish treaty
guarding the Black Sea, the defen-
sive position of the Socialist Father-
land has been enormously strength-
ened by the military and diplomatic
moves of the Soviet Government
aver the past several weeks. The
first round of the war has been won
in the main by the Workers' State;
placing new tremendous obstacles in
the way of attack upon its frontiers.
- These activities, whilst withdraw-
ing the Baltic from the area of hos-
ﬁl‘ﬁﬁ»' also by virtue of the new
P ~gl‘fulllpos'ltion of the Red Army
n wﬂs!ﬂtmj Ukraine, have thrown
orotecting shield over Rumania

Balkans. A successful pact
till further limits the
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possibilities of aggression in the
Balkans.

These moves of the Soviet gov-
ernment decisively change the nature
of the problem of the restoration of
peace to what it was at the start of
hostilities. The danger to the Soviet
Union becoming involved has been
greatly lessened and the Soviet
Uhion is already protecting a large
and vital area of Europe. The
Soviet-:German Pact, which is but a
recognition of the fact “that the
Soviet Union is too big a nut for
fascist jaws to crack” (Dimitrov)
by Hitler and Von Ribbentrop, has
removed the tension and w
ger between those countries and g
the promise of peace in the east of
Europe.” This pact destroyed the
Anti-Comintern Pact and isolated
Japan as well as Spain and helped
to force Mussolini into a neutral
position.

It is because he has to face all
these hard and unpleasant realities
that Hitler has been forced to talk
of a Peace Conference with the
Western Powers and offers to restore
a Polish State. It is because of this
change in the ‘situation that the
question of peace no longer rests on
Hitler’s word. This position has
been established by the assertion of
the might and power ‘of the Soviet
country, which is working inde-
fatigably for the re-establishment of
peaceful relations; to save the lives
of millions of youthful soldiers; of
civilians in  London, Berlin and
Paris and of their countries being
laid waste.

The working class and the peace
lovers of every country, who love

.
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peace and hate war, must hasten to
the support of the proposals for
peace. The use of Hitler’s eriminal
reputation and murderous actions to
block the road to peace on the part
of the British and French capitalists
and their press must be rebuffed.

If most of the remaining small
states of Burope are shielded from
aggression by the Soviet Union' and
Hitler is compelled by the strength
of the Red Army to acquiesce in
this, it is plain enough that a com-
mon stand by the Soviet Union and
the Western powers would consti-
tute an effectual restraint compelling
Hitler to respect peace and interna-
tional law.

There is yet another great and
powerful ally of peace: the German
people. The German people, due to
censorship and Goebbels's lies were
not aware of their danger until they
actually had been precipitated into
the war by Hitler. The German
people now understand Hitler's war
aims and where they lead. The Get-
man people, if peace were restored,
would not allow itself to be tricked
by Hitler and his gangsters a second
time.

At the time of writing, the capi-
talist press is waging a big campaign
against peace. It spices this cam-
paign with provocations against the
USSR, trying to present the
U.S.S.R. as “accomplice” of [—Ii‘tler
and spreading lies of Red Army ‘in-
vasion” of first, the Baltic States,
then' Rumania, and when @ these
were exposed, 300,000 Red Army
soldiers had invaded Sinkiang,” a
Chinese province. In addition, the
Red Army was alleged to be threat-
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ening India. All of these
tions-are being spread to
war spirit. The possibility:
in Europe brought about
might of the Soviet Union rai

the question of the real aims -om
British and French ruling clasw&._' d

They are obviously no longer
fighting for small nations, indeed,
continuance of the war involves ag-
gression against Belgium, Holland,
Switzetland and Denmark, in all
probability.  In France, 900 Muni-
cipal Councils have been dissolved,
72 democratically elected - members
of the French Parliament and one
of the biggest newspapers, the
“I'Humanite,” have been placed out-
side the law. In face of this ex-
ample- of dictatorship, it is hard to
believe that M. Daladier is fighting
to restore democracy in the German
Reich. 3 ;
Now comes the terrific announce-
ment that a twelve-hour day has
been instituted for French labor.
The attack on the Communist Party,
as always, but precedes savage on-
slaughts by the capitalists upon the
workers and their economic
political organisations.

The attack upon the French Com-
munists, on the flimsiest and lying
pretexts, was the necessary condi-
tion to the total enslavement of
French labor.

In face of all tI'lis, in face of the
fact that the Soviet Union is the
guarantor of most of Europe; in
face of Daladier’s open ﬂolmgﬁ
French democracy; what Tl'm o
fighting for? Is .




Let us glance at some past im-
periali :himrvy in the not too dis-
tant pst at that. :

At the end of the world war in

1918, the French imperialists, led
by the “Tiger,” Clemenceau, sttove
to hamstring Germany for all time.

To do this they aimed to annex
the main sources of Germany's
micht, the chief bases of the great
industrial and military centres.

The French took over the Alsace
and Lorraine, which contain enor-
mous supplies of coal and iron; the
Saar Valley, likewise a base of Ger-
man industry, producing iron and
coal, was separated from Germany
and placed under the control of the
League of Nations, which, by and
large, meant French imperialism, at
the time.

The Rhineland, the great source
of military strength of Germany,
was occupied by the French, but
owing to the opposition of the Bri-
tish and other powers, the French
imperialists were unable to continue
in occupation. The Rhineland, in-
stead, was demilitarised, that is, the
Germans were not allowed to fortify
mor to garrison it.

It was only a couple of years a
that the German troops once m(;gr:
marched back into the Rhineland.

Finally, in 1923, the French im-
?"-"‘l““: ffaring a German Social-
it RWOluﬂon during the economic
and financial crisis in Germany in
that year, marched their troops into
the very heart of German industry,
the chief source of the night  of
Germany, the Ruhe.

L the Bl'irill'l,. l’laving by no

COMMUNIST REVIEW

November, 1939

means that childlike faith in their
“noble ally,” the French tulers, that
the daily press preaches, forced
the French out of the Ruhr again.
The French imperialists in control
of the mighty iron and coal indus-
tries of Germany seemed likely to
prove an even more dangerous ad-
versary for British capitalism than
even capitalist Germany.

So the French “tiger” had to draw
its claws out of the body of its in-
tended victim.

Is the “resolution” of the French
bourgeoisie to continue the present
war to, this time, achieve the prizes
that slipped out of their fingers on
the last occasion, largel
the policy of their “loyal ally,” Brit-

tania, who did not want to allow
France to become tooc big for her
boots?

Have these two now
the final elimination of G
along the lines of dismembering the
country, removing her power for all
time by the seizure of the Ruhr, the
Saar and the Rhineland and other
key points?

Germany has no colonies that they
might seize, nor is the German fleet
the menace to the British fleet that
it once was.

Are Chpmberlain and Daladier
fighting to maintain and make more
secure their own domination of the
capitalist world?

In the event of their success, they
would be faced with the undying
hatred of the Germans, who would
revolt against their domination, but
not only this. Once freed from
the immediate threat from German
imperialism, their own struggle,
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long veiled, for the domination of
Europe, would break into the open.
Such a victory and “peace” on such
terms would simply be the prepara-
tion for yet new wars.

As Bernard Shaw said, the con-
tinuance of the present war policy
wil “ruin our people.”

Some workers take the “Leftist”
view that war is a good thing for
the wotkers, a golden opportunity
to emancipate labor. It is, of course,
true that a Proletarian revolution
can be brought about by the im-
pact of war on the masses, as in
Russia in 1917, although this revo-
lution had been long maturing and
was bursting forth at the outbreak
of war in 1914.

But revelution did net succeed in
Germany, Austria, Italy, France nor
Britain, as a result of the last war.
There were other conditions, pat-
ticularly a strong revolutionary Com-
munist Party, required for success.

War does not necessarily lead
directly to revolution. To postulate
another imperialist war as a precon-
dition of revolution is to place one-
self in the position of the Tsar, the
Kaiser, Hitler and the other blood-
stained monsters who wade through
seas of blood to their goals.

The working class is for the avoid-
ance of a second imperialist world
war; for its immediate liquidation;
for the restoration of peace. Peace
is the really revolutionary slogan in
the present conditions.

Witchin the German Reich there
are mighty forces making for the

overthrow of Hitler’s dictatorship
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and for the restoration of German
democracy. Hitler cannot solve the
economic problems of Germany.
Hitler, the Communists have fore-
told over the years, would plunge
into a desperate war as a way of
escape from the wrath of the Ger-
man people. Now he has taken that
plunge. Were peace restored, the
Germans, who have been tricked
into the war, would be more fiercely
opposed to Hitler’s policy than ever.
The anti-fascist peace forces in Ger-
many would grow more rapidly than
before. It would be much more
difficult, practically impossible, for
Hitler to aagin lead the German
people into war. Peace would be
disastrous for the Hitler dictator-
ship. The Communists, before the
war, pointed out that peace is a
revolutionary slogan against fas-
cism, that peace is fatal to fascism.
Economic crisis would also under-
mine Hitler’s power.

It is far better for the German
people to deal with Hitler them-
selves, rather than when the armies
of imperialism are destroying the
powers of resistance of the country,
when the French and British im-
perialists are occupying Berlin, and
on the spot as the barrier to the Ger-
man peoples’ movement for free-
dom.

The working class in the coun-
tries opposed to Hitler have nothing
to lose through peace. To the con-
trary, Labor can save human civilisa-
tion only by the means of restoring.
PCa.CE to the wor[d..
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PEEL'S SETTLEMENT AT SWAN
RIVER IN 1830
W. Watson

HOMAS PEEL was one of a

group of English capitalists in-
fluenced by Captain James Stirling’s
report of conditions at Swan River.
Accompanying Stirling was Fraser,
a botanist; and these two were re-
sponsible for a glowing report of
the district.

They were here in March, at the
end of the dry season, when the
country could not have looked at its
best, yet they were so impressed that
id it was “equal to the
Lombardy,” and, “the
land out of all that I have seen in
all quarters of the world that pos-
sesses the greatest attractions.”

This was in January 1827, and
next year Stirling was in England,
where he got busy to persuade the
Admiralty to make a settlement.

The Admiralty ‘would have noth-
ing to do with the scheme at first,
but in the meantime Peel’s company
had been formed, and the proposed
new colony had become the topic of
the day. Egged on by the example
of fortunes being made by increase
in land valtes at Sydney, and the
lack of profitable means to invest
capital in England at the time,
people thought it would be necessary
only to tickle the soil in Stirling’s
paradise where untold wealth
awaited the venturesome.

By November, 1828, Peel’s syn-
dicate had presented to the govern-
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ment a plan to settle 10,000 persons
in the new colony, and to complete
the undertaking in four years.

They estimated the cost at £30
per head, and asked for repayment
in land at 1/6 per acre for each in-
dentured servant so taken out, and
an acre of land for each 1/6 in-
vested in stock and goods.

Had these plans succeeded, the
syndicate would have had 4,000,000
acres of land “equal to the Plains
of Lombardy,” but the government
knew by the cost of exporting con-
victs that £15 per head would be
nearer the mark, and cut down the
proposed grant to 1,000,000 acres.

This offer to Peel’s syndicate be-
came the basis on which land was
supplied to the earliest settlers. For
every 1/6 spent on taking out in-
dentured servants, or on settlers’
passages, and on stock taken to the
new colony, one acre of land was
given, but it was necessary to im-
prove the land to the extent of a
further 1/6 per acre before the free-
hold title would be granted. Peel’s
partners would not agree to the new
terms; 1,000,000 acres of “Lom-
bardy” at 1/6 the acre was not
enough; they wanted 4,000,000 or
nothing. ; 4 T

It is most likely, however, Ihgg,
the first raptures of tz
ing died down, Peel




Peel was of different mettle.
had an amount of £50,000 ready
to invest, and he dreamed of becom-
ing one of the founders of “new
majesties of mighty states.” Penn
and Delaware were to be his models.

In the meantime strings had been
pulled at the Admiralty. It changed
its mind and sent Lieutenant Fre-
mantle on board H.M.S. Challenger
to claim Swan River as British ter-
ritory; he arrived on April 27, 1829.

Mr. Peel, still keen on his Em-
pire building, agreed to take out 300
indentured servants, men, women
and children, with stoves and stock
of all kinds.

On a map in London, he marked
out 500,000 acres extending from
the junction of the Swan and the
Canning Rivers westward, and he
agreed to arrive on the scene of his
choice by the end of November,
1829, or to forfeit his right to the
block.

He arrived at Fremantle in De-
cember, to find that nearly all his
land had been handed out to other
settlers. On board the “Gilmore,”
that brought Peel from England,
were 182 passengers, three horses,
four cows, three calves, and some
pigs and poultry, comprising about
half his company, and with these
he moved down ta a place nine miles
south of Fremantle that he named

Clarence.

" He was unfitted to control a ven-
ture the size he had embarked on,
and misfortune set upon him from
.
riting about him in 1836, close
igh to the actual happenings to
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be accepted, Lieutenant Bunbury
says:

“Qn arrival, he established a
township at Clarence, nine miles
south of Fremantle.

“He lived for some time with naval
officers at Garden Island, and was
afraid to go among his people, who
grumbled, and threatened him; while
some were sent to prison for breach
of contract. Many were starved to
death, or died of disease brought on
by lack of food, and even of water.
Indeed the condition of the people
on Peel’s Estate became so bad that
the governments stepped in, cancelled
their indentures, and let them go
where they pleased . . .”

“He began to build a house for
himself” and intended “to cultivate
immense acres, drained and watered
by canals.”

He had spent all his capital in
England, because the more he in-
vested the more land he would get,
and he had no ready cash for
emergencies. It is said that he bor-
rowed money from fellow-passen-
gers at Cape Town.

The “Rockingham” arrived in
May with 175 passengers, who con-
stituted the balance of Peel’s in-
dentured servants. The conditions
described by Bunbury must have
already set in, and to add to the
misery and confusion, a@torm arose
during the night that wrecked the
“Rockingham.”

The passengers were saved, but
most of the stores and stock were
lost.

Tremendous hardships were un-
dergone by the people off the “Rock-
ingham,” who now joined the
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already stricken settlers who had
landed in January.

Ultimately, in June, 1830, the
government stepped in and can-
celled the indentures of all but a
few, who remained with Peel.

They built boats with the tools
brought from England, and made
their voyage to Perth, where some
worked for other settlers, and
others went to Sydney and to
Hobart.

Those who went to Sydney car-
ried the story that eventually
reached Wakefield, who made use
of it in advancing his new theories,
and provided Marx with the infor-
mation that he gives in his chapter
on “The Modern Theory of Coloni-
zation” in “Capital”:  “Poor Mr.
Peel was left without a servant to
make his bed or fetch him water
from the river.”

There is no accessible story of
WMir. Peel’s affairs, if there is one at
all. It is said that 37 died between
January 12, the day on which he
landed at Clarence, and June, when
the government stepped in.

A letter written by a Mr. Fox
Brown describes the ruin at Clar-
ence: “Its sole edifices crumbled,
buried and neolected tombs, its
only inhabitants corpses, the victims
of disease, starvation and despair;
the beach strewn with wrecks; the
hills and borders of the river stud-
ded with deserted buildings, bearing
witness to the consequences of this
rash attempt at colonization: to the
folly, the absolute madness of such
a mode of setting about it, and
speaking of the brave men, delicate
women and helpless children perish-
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ing by hundreds on the desert coast
for want of food, of shelter
even of water, surrounded by hordes
of angry savages. . .

“It was impossible to estimate
the vast amount of property buried
for safety, or the multitude of stock
whose skeletons whiten the ground.”

Irwin, in his book, “The State
and Position of Western Australia,
says that he did not know of any-
one dying of starvation, and he adds
that “with the exception of the Peel
Estate, most of the settlers were on,
or near, the Swan, or the Canning
Rivers, and could have come down
in a day had they wanted to alto-
gether.” Irwin’s remarks look like
diplomatic evasion of facts, and he
himself says that he doesn’t think
it desirable to say too much about
Mr. Peel's affairs.

The experiment lasted less than
six months, and much happened in
that time. Some of the indentured
men were transported for breach of
contract; that meant they were sent
to Tasmania as convicts; so the gov-
ernment must have known of their
condition when they were tried.
Their condition was the cause of
their discontent and they would be
sure to mention it at their trial.

In so small a community, what
was happening 20 miles from the
seat of government must have been
Lknown to almost everyone, but Mr.
Peel was one of the great people of
the colony, and the government left
the people to perish rather than to
take immediate action. in
to the agreement Peel was
prosecution because he had -
ried out his part of




 the servants could have claimed
, freedom, as many others did.
It must be noted that the sur-
vivors made boats by which to go
to Perth, or Fremantle, by water;
that suggests that they. took pro-
perty with them, and that they were
supplied with food while they ‘made
preparations to leave. -

Peel blamed his failure on to his
servants ‘who, he said, left him t
take up land for themselves, but no
person that had not fulhilled agree-
ments could take up land; the agree-
ments were enforcible by law and,
as has been said, this was done at
Clarence when Peel had broken his
side of the agreement, but the law
was only enforced on the worker.
In July, 1830, J. Morgan, the colo-
nial storekeeper, wrote to the Under-
Secretary to say that Peel was a
tuined man unless someone was sent
out to manage his affairs; he was
incapable, and no one with him
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could do so.” ’

Scott’s “Short History of Aus-
tralia” says of him: “Finally, con-
scious of failure, he surrendered his
grant at a ruinous loss, and returned
to England,” but Bunbury, writing
of him in 1836, says that he lived
at Peeltown, or Mandurup, in a
“long, low thatched cottage of
wattle and daub, whitewashed and
kept clean.”

“There he lives with his wife and
two young daughters and his son
Tommy, his mother and his wife's
mother.” “No servants but two
natives, who wash dishes, look after
horses and assist generally.”

“The old woman cooks, and never
appears at table. Often as T have
been there, I have never her face,
the fare is not sumptuous, but de-
pends, as usual in the bush, on
native sources.”

He died 30 years later in indigent
circumstances.

November, 1939

SOVIET'S FIRST ACT
Decree on Peace

One of the first tasks which the Soviet Government serjitseif o sdonm
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ing to power on November 7, 1917, was to extricate the country from the
imperialist war into which it had been dragged by the former ruling class..

The first legislative measure of the Second All-Russian ‘.C;ngz_;s: ;éf,,
Soviets was the Decree on Peace which was adopted on,Nov:mfle:: 8, 19].7:.;;

on the report of Lenin,

In the light of the present world situation and , the Vrremev’zdou:ly
enhanced role of the Soviet Union this bistoric document should prove of

great inlerest to our readers.

THE question of peace is a burn-
ing and painful question of the
day. Much has been said and writ-
ten on the subject, and all of you,
no doubt, have discussed it quite a
lot. Permit me, therefore, to pro-
ceed to read a declaration which the
government you elect should pub-
lish.
DECREE ON PEACE

The workers’ and peasants’ gov-
ernment created by the revolution
of November 6-7 (October 24-25)
and backed by the Soviet of Work-
ers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ ‘Depu-
ties calls upon all the belligerent
nations and their governments to
start immediate negotiations for a
just, democratic peace.

By a just or democratic peace,
for which the overwhelming major-
ity of the working and toiling classes
of all the belligerent countries, ex-
hausted, tormented and racked by
the war, are craving—a peace that
has been most definitely and insist-
ently demanded by the Russian
workers and peasants ever since the

overthrow of the tsarist monarchy
—the government means an imme-
diate peace = without annexations
(ie., the seizure of foreign lands, or
the forcible incorporation of foreign
nations) and without indemnities.

The government of Russia calls
upon all the belligerent nations to
conclude such. a peace immediately,
and expresses its readiness to take
the most resolute measures without
the least delay, pending the final
ratification of the terms of this
peace by authoritative assemblies of
the people’s representatives of all
countries and all nations.

In accordance with the sense of
justice of the democracy in general,
and of the toiling classes in particu-
lar, the government conceives the
annexation, or seizure, of foreign
lands to mean the incorporation into
a large or powerful state of a small
or feeble nation without the pr
cisely, clearly and volun
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e ive also of the degree of
e e betkarcns of the
nation forcibly annexed to, or for-
cibly retained as part of, the given
state, and ifrespective, finally, of
whether this nation is in Europe or
in distant, overseas countries.

If any nation whatsoever is for-
cibly retained as part of a given
state, if, in spite of its expressed de-
site—no matter whether expressed
in the press, at public meetings, in
the decisions of parties, or in pro-
tests and revolts against national
oppression—it is not permitted the
right to decide the forms of its state
existence by a free vote, taken after
the complete evacuation of the
troops of the incorporating or, gen-
erally, of the stronger nation and
without the least pressure being
brought to bear, such incorporation
is_ annexation, i.e., seizure and coer-
<c1on.

The government considers it the
greatest of crimes against humanity
to continue this war for the purpose
o'f dividing up among the strong and
rich nations the feeble nationali-
ties they have conguered, and
sPlemnly announces its determina-
tion immediately to sign terms of
peace to stop this war on the con-
t.'ktions iudimted, which are equally
just for all nationalities without ex-
ception.

- At the same time the government
d@lﬂm dﬂt it does not regard the
above-mentioned terms of peace as
an ultimatum; in other words, it is

' m!cgnsidsr-any-mher terms
ace, but only insists that they
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and that in the proposals of peace
there should be absolute clarity and
the complete absence of all ambigu-
ity and secrecy.

The government abolishes secret
diplomacy, and, for its part, an-
nounces its firm intention to con-
duct all negotiations quite openly
under the eyes of the whole people.
It will immediately proceed to the
full publication of the secret treaties
endorsed or concluded by the gov-
ernment of landlords and capitalists
from February to November 7 {QOc-
tober 25), 1917. The government
proclaims the absolute and imme-
diate annulment of everything con-
tained in these secret treaties that
is aimed, as is mostly the case, at
securing advantages and priviliges
for the Russian landlords and capi-
talists and at the retention, or ex-
tension, of the annexations made by
the Great-Russians.

Appealing to the governments
and peoples of all countries imme-
diately to begin open mnegotiations
for peace, the government, for its
part, announces its readiness to con-
duct these negotiations both in writ-
ing, by telegraph, and by negotia-
tions between representatives of the
various countries, or at a conference
of such representatives. In order
to facilitate such negotiations, the
government is  appointing  its
authoritative  representatives  to
neutral countries.

The government proposes an im-
mediate armistice to the govern-
ments and peoples of all the bel-
hgeant countries, and, for its part,
c?ns:ders it desirable that this armis-
tice should be concluded for a period
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of not less than three months, ie.,
a period long enough to permit the
completion of negotiations for peace
with the participation of the repre-
sentatives of all peoples or mations
involved in or compelled to take part
in the war, without exception, and
the summoning of authoritative as-
semblies of the representatives of
the peoples of all countries for the
final ratification of the terms of
peace.

While addressing this proposal
for peace to the governments and
les of ail the belligerent coun-
, the provisional workers’ and
sants’ government of Russia ap-
ls in particular to the class-
ious workers of the three fore-
most nations of mankind and the
largest states participating in the
present war, namely, Great Britain,
France and Germany. The work-
ers of these countries have made the
greatest contributions to the cause,
of progress and Socialism; they have
furnished the great examples of the
Chartist movement in England, a
number of revolutions of historic
importance by the French proletariat,
and finally, the heroic struggle
apainst the anti-Socialist law in Ger-
many and the example shown to
the workers of the whole world in
the prolonged, persistent and discip-
lined work of creating mass prole-
tarian organisations in Germany.
All these examples of proletarian
heroism and historical creative work
are a pledge that the workers of
the countries mentioned will under-
stand the duty that now lies upon
them of saving mankind from the
hortors of war and its consequences.

=3
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For these workers, by comprehen-
sive, determined, and supremely
energetic action, can help us to bring
about the success of the cause of
peace, and at the same time the
cause of the emancipation of the
toiling and exploited masses of the
population from all forms of slavery
and all forms of exploitation.

The workers' and peasants’ gov-
ernment created by the revolution
of November 67 (October 24-25)
and backed by the Soviets of Work-
ers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Depu-
ties must start immediate negotia-
tions for peace. Our appeal must
be addressed both to the government
and to the peoples. ~We cannot
ignore the governments, for that
would delay the possibility of con-
cluding peace, and the people’s gov-
ernment dare not do that; but we
have no right not to appeal to the
peoples at the same time. Every-
where there are differences between
the governments and the peoples,
and we must therefore help the
peoples to interfere in the questions
of war and peace. We will, of
course, insist upon the whole of our
programme for a peace without an-
nexations and indemnities. We shall
not retreat from it; but we must de-
prive our enemies of the opportu-
nity of saying that their conditions
are different from ours and that
therefore it is useless to start nego-
tiations with us. No, we must de-
prive them of thar adva
position and not advance
in the form of an 1

all

el
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. but that does not necessarily
mean that we shall accept them. We
shall submit them to the judgment
of the Constituent Asembly, which
will have the power to decide what
concessions can and what cannot be
made, We are combatting the
duplicity of governments which pay
lipservice to peace and justice, but
in fact wage usurpatory and pre-
datory wars. No government will
say all it thinks. We, however,
are opposed to secret diplomacy
and will act openly under the
eyes of the whole people. We
do not, dnd never did, close our
eyes to difficulties. War cannot be
ended by refusal, it cannot be ended
by one side only. - We are propos-
ing an armistice for three months,
but shall not reject a shorter period,
so that the exhausted army may
breathe freely, if even for a little
while, and, moreover, in all the civi-
lised countries national assemblies
must be summoned for the discus-
sion of the terms.
. In proposing an immediate armis-
tice, ‘we appeal to the class-conscious
workers of the countries that have
done so much for the development
of the proletarian movement. We
appesl to the workers of England,
“ﬂﬁ‘m there was the Chartist move-
iﬂ@h’f,to the workers of France,
WM‘ m in repeated insutrections
M}'&ﬂ?tbﬁ: strength of their class-
MM_ s, and to the workers of
Germany, who waged the fight
the Anti-Socialist Law and
ted powerful organisations.
of March 27
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throwing our own bankers, we en-
tered into an alliance with them.
Now we have overthrown the gov-
ernment of the bankers.

That covernment and the bour-
geoisie will make every effort to
unite their forces and drown the
workers’ and peasants’ revolution in
blood. But the three years of war
have been a good lesson to the mas-
ses: The Soviet movement in other
countries and the revolt in the Ger-
man navy, which was crushed by
the junkers of Wilhelm the hang-
man. Finally, we must remember
that we are not living in the wilds
of Africa, but in Europe, where
news can spread quickly.

The workers’ movement —will
triumph and will pave the way to
peace and Socialism.

(Pravda, No. 171, November 10
(October 28), 1917 and Izvestia of
the Central Executive Committee,
No. 208, November 9 (October 27),
1917.

REPLY TO THE DISCUSSION
ON THE REPORT| ON PEACE,
NOVEMBER 8 (October 26), 1917

I shall not touch on the general
chatacter of the declaration. The
government which your congress sets
up may introduce amendments to
unessential points.

I shall declare my decided oppo-
sition to lending our demand for
peace the form of an ultimatum.
An ultimatum may prove fatal to
our whole cause. We cannot de-
mand that because of some insig-
nificant departure from our de-
mands the imperialist governments
should have the opportunity to say
that it was impossible to entet into
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negotiations for peace owing to our
irreconcilability.

We shall distribute our appeal
everywhere, it will be made known
to everybody. It will be impossible
to conceal the terms proposed by
our workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment.

It will be impossible to hush up
our workers’ and peasants’ revolu-
tion, which has overthrown the gov-
ernment of bankers and landlords.

The governments might not reply
to an ultimatum; they would be
obliged to reply to the text we have
proposed.  Let it be known to all
what their governments have in
mind. We do not want any secrets.
We want a government to be als
ways under the control of the pub-
lic opinion of its country.

What will the peasant of some re-
mote province say if, owing to our
insistence on ultimatums, he will not
know what another government
wants? He will say, “Comrades,
why did you preclude the possibility
of any terms of peace being pro-
posed? I would have discussed
them, I would' have examined them,
and would then have instructed my
representatives in the Constituent
Assembly how to act. Tam prepared
to fight by revolutionary means for
just terms if the governments do
not agree, but there might be such
terms for certain countries that I
would be prepared to recommend
those governments to go on fighting
themselves. The complete realisa-
tion of our ideas depends solely on
the overthrow of the whole capitalist
system.”  This is what the peasant
might say to us, and he would ac-
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cuse us of being superfluously um.
compromising over trifles, when the
chief thing for us is to expose all
the vileness, all the rascality of the
bourgeois and of its crowned and
uncrowned hangmen placed at the
head. of the governments.

We dare not and must not afford
the governments the opportunity €
take refuge behind our uncompro-
misingness and to conceal from the
peoples why they are being sent to
the shambles. This is a drop, but
we dare not and must not reject this
drop, which will wear away the stone
of bourgeois usurpation. An ulti-
matum would make the position of
our opponents easier. But we shall
make all the terms known to the
people. We shall confront all the
governments with our terms, and let
them make answer to their peoples.
We shall submit all peace proposals
to the Constituent Assembly for de-
cision.

There is still another point, com-
rades, to which you must direct the
most careful attention. The secret
treaties must be published. The
clauses regarding annexations
indemnities must be annulled. There
are various clauses, comra
predatory ~overnments, you know,
not only made agreements among
themselves as to the plunder, but
among such agreements they also
included economic agreements and
various other clauses |
friendly relations. .

We shall not bind




greements; those we can-
We propose an armis-
three months; we choose a
lengthy period because the peoples
 are exhausted, the peoples yearn for
a respite from this bloody shambles
which has lasted over three years.
We must realise that the people
must be given the opportunity to
discuss the terms of peace and to
express their will with the help of
patliament, and this requires time.
We therefore demand a lengthy
armistice so that the army in the
trenches may enjoy a respite from
this nightmare of constant slaughter;
but we shall not reject proposals for
a shorter armistice; we shall examine
them, and it is incumbent on us to
accept them, even if we are offered
an armistice of a month or a month
and 2 half. Our proposal for an
armistice, too, must not be in the
form of an ultimatum, for we will
not give our enemies the opportunity
to conceal the whole truth from the
peoples, using our irreconcilability
as a pretext. It must not be in the
form of an ultimatum, for it is
crmmal for a government not to de-
sire an armistice. If, however, we
do not put our proposal for an
in the form of an ultima-
shall thereby compel the

a?peat as criminals
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of the people. According to the
bourgeois  conception,  strength
means that the masses go blindly to
the slaughter in obedience to the be-
hest of the imperialist governments.
The bourgeoisie admits a state to be
strong only when it can, by the
whole might of the government ap-
paratus, throw the masses wherever
the bourgeois rulers want. Qur idea
of strength is a different one. In
our opinion a state is strong by vir-
tue of the consciousness of the mas-
ses. It is strong when the masses
know everything, can form an
opinion of everything and do every-
thing consciously. We need not fear
to tell the truth about fatigue, for
what state is now not fatigued, what
nation does not talk about it openly?
Take Italy, where owing to this
fatigue, there was a lengthy revolu-
tionary movement demanding the
termination of the slaughter. Are
not mass demonstrations of work-
ers taking place in Germany, at
which the demand for the termina-
tion of the war is raised? Was it
not fatigue that provoked the
mutiny in the German navy that was
so ruthlessly suppressed by that
hangman, Wilhelm, and his hire-
lings? If such things are possible
in so disciplined a country as Ger-
many, where they are beginning to
talk about fatigue and abour putting
an end to the war, we need not fear
to say the same openly, because it
is the truth, equally true both of
our country and of all the belliger-
ent and even non-belligerent coun-
mlﬁ

~ (Pravda, No. 171, November 10

(October 28), 1917.
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One thousand new readers of the
“Communist Review”
by February, 1940

In January, 1937, the “Communist Review”
was first published in its new and improved
form.

in six months the circulation was doubled.
Since then, however, there has been no
further increase.

15 which the Editors have for further
mprovements and new features cannot. be
roduced until this situation is remedied.

if we can obtain one thousand new reade_rs
by the end of this year, January, 1940 W.IH
see a still brighter and better “Communist

Review.”

We estimate that the sales should increase
in the various States as follows:

4
=
:
H
;

NSW..... 400 W.AL =
Qld. .. .. 250 S.ATEE
Vie. .. .. .. 250 . Tass i .

Sellers and readers alike can help
achieve our objective by intro '
“Review” to new people. :




~ on U.S.S.R.

OBTAINABLE BY SUBSCRIBING TO
SOVIET PERIODICALS IN ENGLISH

" Moscow News
* Tllustrated weekly. Gives you a comprehensivc up-
to-date and authotitative picture of the Soviet Union:
News, features, interpretations of foreign events.
Twenty-four pages.
One year, price 8/~ Six months 4/-.
Single copy 2d.
Sovietland
Tllustrated monthly. Keeps you in touch with Soviet
arts, letters and sciences. Feature articl
phases of Soviet life. One year 8/-, si
i single copy 9d.
i  U.S.S.R. In Construction

_ éij Richly illustrated monthly. The beautiful pictures
I §§ show in a striking manner the Socialist industry, the
i| gg sovkhozes and kolkhozes, the general culture, the

people of the Soviet Union and their everyday life.

i H One year 12/-, six months 6/6, single copy 1/3.

i g  International Literature

1. gg Tllustrated monthly. Devoted to Socialist culture in

| § the U.S.S.R., to anti-fascist literature and art of all
: countries. g
1 One year 8/-, six months 4/3, single copy 9d.

Combined annual subscription rates:

MOSCOW NEWS AND SOVIETLAND 14/-
MOSCOW NEWS AND U.SS.R. IN

CONSTRUCTION .. 17/-
MOSCOW NEWS AND INTER-
NATIONAL LITERATURE .. .. 15/-

-

 Orders to be placed with:
. M@BEBN PUBLISHERS PTY. LTD.
wson Chambers,

Place, Sydney

me' Ihformatibn__

fasasess







