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WAR WILL WRECK

ONE. of the lies spread to gain
popular support for the present
reactionary war is that it will bring
increased employment and improved
conditions.

Since it appeals to certain back-
ward elements in the labor move-
ment this argument cannot be
lightly dismissed. It must be re-
futed on the basis of facts.

Stalin, in his report to the 18th
Congress of the Communist Party
of the Sovier Union (March 10,
1939), deale with the effect of war
on the national economy under capi-
talism.

«“What does placing the economy
of a country on.a war footing
mean?” he asked.

It means giving industry a one:
sided, war direction: developing to
the utmost the production of goods
necessary for war and not for con-
sumption by the population; restrict-
ing to the utmost the production
and, ‘especially, the sale of articles

of general consumption—and, con-

sequently, reducing consumption by

the population and confronting the
country with an economic crisis.”
Mr. Robert W. Gillespie, Presi-
dent of the Bank of New South
Wales, is the last person in the world
one would expect to find in complete
agreement with Stalin.
“Yet, in that patt of his annual
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report to the bank’s shareholders
which deals with the same subject,
he confirms up to the hilt Stalin’s
observations.

“The fundamental problem at
present,” said Mr. Gillespie, “is to
divert labor and capital to the more
essential uses from those which are
less essential in time of war.

“Transfers will be obviated to the
extent that unemployed resources or
excess capacity can be used.

“In general, transfers will involve
a decline in present standards of liv-
ing, since maintenance of these may
not be consistent with the most
vigorous war effort.” -

" Some supervision will be required
to secure the necessary modification
in consumption and at the same time
to ensure the flow of capital info
essential industries.”

Thus from two authoratative but
widely divergent quartets we have
the common view expressed that war
will worsen conditions. .

Stalin calls this “reducing con-
sumption by the population,” M.
Gillespie refers to it as “a dec
in present standards of living:

 Stalin formulated the
3 1 L el”y.& .
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a call to action against the war and
worsened conditions.

Mr. Gillespie spoke as a repre-
sentative of the ruling class which
is upited around the idea that “the
chief putpose must now be to bring
the war to a successful end for the
Empite and its allies:” His remarks
were addressed to the capiralists and
their = governments, = Federal = and
State. His was a call to action
against the living standards of the
masses in the interests of “the most
vigorous war effort.”

Already there is evidence of his
rematks having borne fruit. The
Chief Judge of the Federal Arbi-
tration Court has stated that, in his
opinion, it would be insane to alter
wages either up or down in the pre-
sent war situation.

The meaning of this is clear. Un-
der the slogan of “stabilising con-
ditions” an attempt will be made to
peg wages at the prevailing low level.
At the same time prices will con-
tinue to skyrocket as they have since
the outbreak of war. Thus real
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wages will suffer a <rastic reduc-
tion.

The price-fixing legislation of the
capitalist governments cannot be re-
lied on to check! profiteering. Simi-
lar legislation was without effect in
the last war.

The prime purpose of these Acts
is to placate public opinion. All sorts
of demagogic promises are made but
no real action is taken against the
profiteers.

Prior to the outbreak of war a
Royal Commission investigated the
brick-making monopely in N.S.W.
There was much talk abour the gov-
ernment  launching  prosecutions
against the leading racketeers, but
so far we have not heard of them
being brought to trial.

The circumstances in which the
price of tea was raised by 3d per Ib.
provides a further illustration of
how litcle protection the people can
expect unless they are prepared
themselves to take united and ener-
getic action.

INDIA
Workers Strike Against War
S. S. Baltiwala

THE BACKGROUND
ROM the day the second im-
A perialist world war began, we
were all very concerned. Not to
say that the machinations of

- Chamberlain and his gang h
: g had en-
meshed us in their glib talk about

"f:lefence of democracy.” What wor-
ried the Communists, leaders and
rank and file, was how to effectively
harness the opportunity, and create
confidence in the Indian National
Congress that the working class
would not fall behind in the fight

January, 1940

not be rash, let us move with cir-
cumspection”—this was the advice
freely given by responsible “lead-
ers.”

The Communists were faced with
the task of breaking the spell of
the Ordinance, and creating confi-
dence in the masses. We, in Bom-
bay, determined to give the lead,
and naturally our first task was ta
organise a one-day political strike
with the dominant section of the
local working class, the textile
workers, shouldering the burden.

THE HANDICAPS

We were faced with tremendous
obstacles.

The local nationalist newspapers
were crowing the imperialist tune
under the direct gaze of the Press
Censor. They tefused to give us
even a few odd lines in a remote
corner of their journals for the pur-
pose of giving the call. Legal leaf-
lets and handbills could not be is-
sued, as the owners of the printing
presses refused to risk “confisca-
against impetialism and for inde-
pendence.

It was increasingly evident that
the top leadership in the Congress
was hesitant and wavering. It was
adopting dilatory tactics, and going
in for negotiations with the Vice-
roy.

The country was seething with
discontent. The Defence of India
Ordinance was demoralising gquite
a lot of political workers in the
Congress fold through its ruthless
provisions, “It is no more & ques-
tion of going to jail as in the C.D.
(Civil Disobedience) ~days; this
time you face the gallows! Let us
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tion” by publishing our manifesto
or appeal. Even the “Kranti,” our
Marathi weekly, and the “National
Front” had been forced to close
down because no press was prepared
to print “Communist” newspapers:

The police made bando-bast (at-
rangements) to prevent processions
by enforcing the requisite of 2
“pass” ' to be previously obtained
from the local police station.

Our most popular comrades on
the textile front, the office bearers
of the Girni Kamgar Union, the
mass union of - Bombay textile
workers, were bound down by
“bail-conditions.”  They were pro-
hibited from addressing . meet:
ings, or otherwise taking part, dir-
ectly or indirectly, in the further-
ance of any strike. Thus, Com-
rades Dange, Mirajkar, Mies. Dange,
Patkar, Bhise and Bhogle were not
available to us.

The C.S.P. (Congress Socialist.
Party) was not ready to co-operate.

The Trade Unions would have
to be left out of countin order not
to deprive the workers of their legal
organisations in these days of eco-
nomic hardship entailed by the
war.

Besides all this, the issue would
be a straight political one, not per:
mitting the use of economic griev-
ances for rallying support. A clear
antiwar call would be given, the
Ordinance would be defied in ac:
tion and not in mere words, and
we were to be ready for the full
consequences of the action.

THE PREPARATIONS

A meeting of all Communists

unanimously decided for the strike
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to be called on October 2. The die

was cast.

Our campaign immediately started
with barely three weeks in hand.
With hurricane speed meetings of
contacts were convened, areas
divided up, and details chalked out.
From the first day, the street cot-
ner meetings were organised. All
our speakers, good, bad and indif-
ferent were posted in different locali-
ties. Under the Red Flag gathered
toiling men and women to listen to
the clear analysis of the war, the
repudiation of any and every com-
promise, tlie exposure of “neutral-
ity,” the reasons why the working
class was forced to take the lead
and point the way to the rest of the
nation, a call to immediate action.

From all corners came the de-
mand for handbills and leaflets.
with grear difficulty the Manifesto
was printed anyhow and circulated.
The Congress Ministry had distri-
buted 1,300,000 handbills, and
the BPT.U.C. had printed 120
thousand before the general strike
on November 7.* Only ten thous-
and copies of the Manifesto could
be printed for the strike of October
2. Further handbills were not pos-
sible to get.

Every day, after the mills closed,
the working-class area hummed with
activity.  Cyclists with red-flags
went shouting by. In the night,
men with burning torches appeared

at strategic corners and harangued
towd. A new cadre which had
- touched the textile workers be.

er th Strike:
ember 7, 1938, a one-da;
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fore, took street corner and chawl

meetings, and gave convincing proof

of the ramifications of Communists
in the city. They argued and car-
tied conviction, patiently explaining
the difficulties that loomed large be-
fore the workers. In the morning
as the workers went to their mills
and factories, they were greeted by
hand-written postets in their chawls,
on the walls of buildings, on the
stairs they mounted, at the gates
they entered, even on the road on
which they walked. Group meet-
ings of ‘‘contacts,” the gatherings
of promising workers selected for
their mettle in previous local strike
struggles, were organised by the
hundred. Everywhere the effort was
to clearly understand the political
implications of the strike. These
contacts emerging from these “study
circles” widened the net of organi-
sation, and proved to be the pivot
of the strike. They brought home

the lesson that effective Trade

Union work is indispensable for a

party professing Marxism, because

that alone can supply the necessary

links with the working masses and

permit you to test and choose the

right men. The patient work of

our comrades for the last so many

years in the Girni Kamgar Union

was yielding the result.

Four days previous to the strike
the first blow was received, Com.
Sawant. was atrested with a bundle
of antiwar posters and taken to
thie Soelelp, SiThE: comrades: 7o
solved, “We shall be more cateful.

V ¥ general strike against it
B o i ag: reactionary trade unjon
) b . It was one of the hest and biggest demonstra-
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We cannot afford to lose comrades
like this.” The campaign was fur-
ther intensified on, the last days but
no atrest of a similar kind could be
effected by the police.

RALLY ON SUNDAY

The rally of workers at Delisle
Road mustered only ten thousand
men and a sprinkling of women
workers.

“This means that the strike to-
morrow will be a flop,” said an in-
terested press repotter in the hearing
of our comrades.

*] beg your pardon,” came the
prompe reply, “What you do not
see is the character of the gather-
ing. We are working on a differ-
ent basis this time. We are not re-
lying on agitation and mass enthu-
siasm so much as on effective orga-
nisation. Here in this meeting there
are representatives from every centre
and area. The picked men, the
contacts are here. And we are con-
fident about success to-morrow.”

But the press representative went
away unconvinced. He had wit-
nessed the rally that preceded the
7th November general strike. It
had reached the colossal figure of
nearly 100,000. This rally could
not impress him.

Com. Joglekar presided at the
rall,. In his characteristic style, he
broucht the grimness of the occa-
sion to bear on the workers. Com.
Parulekar, Joint Secretary of the
All-India Trade Union Congress
and a member of the Servants of
India Society, spoke next. In burn-
ing words, he tore the veil that cov-
ers the propaganda by the govern-
ment. “Why should you offer your
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lives at the altar of this British Em-
pire? This is a war between two
dacoits (thieves, gangsters). Let
them fight between themselves, Why
should we, the toilers, their victims,
hel~ them?” Comrade Ranadive
made the best speech of the day. In
quiet argumentive style, he posed
one problem after another and de-
molished the bogey held up before
the workers against the strike on
October 2.

We are told we shall lose a week’s
wages by going on a day’s strike.
But who can deny that if we do not
strike on this political issue, if we
do not give the call for action so
that national independence may be
achieved, we shall lose not a week’s
wages but the wages of a whole life-
time, the wages of freedom from
slavery, the wages of happiness from
misery, the wages of relief from
stark exploitation that is our mis-
fortune today, and harder chains to-
morrow? . . . We are not stealing
the initiacive from  anybody.
Through the strike, we assure the
Congress, the Indian nation, that
the working class will be solidly be-
hidd every struggle for attaining
freedom, whatever the cost, how-
ever big the sacrifice demanded. ...
We give our assurance by deeds and
not only by words. . . . Today the
British lion has fallen into a pit
which he dug himself. He had
meant it for Soviet Russia, the land
where Workers and Peasants rule.
It is not our good fortune to claim
that we have pushed him into the
“pit. But it is certainly our good
fortune that he is in it, We are not
going to help him to come out.
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lion is telling us: “Pull me out by
my tail, dear lamb, and we shall be
eternal friends.” But we know full
well that the lion will eat us up if
he is once extricated. So all we
are ready to do is to push him deeper
down, to cover the pit, along with
him, with dust and sand, and give
this vicious exploiting Empire a de-
cent burial. , . .”

There was loud and long ap-
plause. “Victory to the Red Flag,”
“Down with Imperialist War,”
“Long live Indian Independence”
burst forth from every corner.

The meeting transformed itself
into a procession, headed by the
women with torch lights. Till late
in the night, these men and women
marched through streets and by-
lanes carrying the message for the
next day.

All night there was feverish ac-
tivity. The finishing touches to the
arrangements were completed by 2
am. And by 4 am., the pickets
with Red Flags had already reached
every mill-gate. Over and above
these, there were pickets posted at
strategic corners and chawl-gates.
Then, with baited breath we waited.
I turned to Com. Bukhari and
asked: “What is your estimate of
success?” A mysterious jumble of
lines gathered on his forehead and
with the left eye half-closed, he
haltingly said: “Success—I am cer-
tain about. But numbers—I fear
it may not reach even 50 per cent.
of 7th November. You see, the
odds are too great.”

I asked Com. Vaidya the same -

m He said: “The Bombay
. working class has never failed us.
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But I agree the odds are very great.
No press, no handbills, no effective
opposition to give momentum, 1o
effective aid from others. They are
trying to kill us by isolation, by put-
ting us in cold storage. . . . Yes,
yes, I believe we can draw easily
about thirty thousand or so — be-
cause the issue is a straight political
general strike, and the terror of the
Defence of India Act is so wide-
spread in the city.”

I asked a young worker lad:
“What are the workers feeling?
Will there be a strike?” He was
visibly annoyed. *“Have you doubts
about it? Come to my chawl and
speak to the workdrs themsclves.
The worker is quite confident about
the strike. We have done it before,
we shall do it again.” And then
the momentous day arrived. All our
sober calculations were smashed up
by the militant working class. The
Bombay textile proletariat rose to
the occasion and gave a bigger and
a better demonstration than No-
vember 7.

THE RED LETTER DAY

We had only one motor lorry to
give the call on the day of the strike.
The loud-speaker was not available.
Nor were Coms. Dange or Miraj-
kar available.

Police arranagements were
thorough. In front of every mill
gate, at evety street corner, the
police with their lathis strutted
about under the direct supervision
of a sergeant or a sub-inspector. In
three or four places, armed police-
men with rifles were present in
batches of twelve and more. Four
loaded police vans continuously pat-
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rolled the labor areas, going round
and round, stopping before each
mill gate, exchanging greetings and
going ahead.

BUT WHERE WERE THE

WORKERS

The slogan given was: “You
need not stir out of vour houses.
Do not throng near mill-gates, or
the police may take the excuse for
a lathi-charge or more.” And the
order was being obeyed. The streets
remained empty, especially in front
of mill-gates.

Picketing was hardly needed.

At the Morajee Mills T got mix-
ed up with some Bhaya workers.
One of them was saying: “Bhaiya,
(brother, also used as we use com-
rade) this time we must not be dis-
graced like last time. We are not
going in at all—nowhere near the
gates. They blamed us as strike-
breakers. Don’t you remember the
rebuke of Swamiji (Swamiji Shaha-
jannand, the great peasant leader)
when he came here the other day?”
And the others—to a man— con-
curred.

In Madanpura, the Muslim work-
ers seemed equally determined.
“This is our strike too. The Brit-
isher is no friend of Islam. And
we know the Red Flag stands
equally for everybody.”

I asked: “What is the position
in your arca?”’

The prompt reply came: “More
than fifty per cent. of Muslim
workers have obeyed the Red Flag
consciously. At Worli, a dozen
women workers were arguing stren-
uously. I overheard: “Who is go-
ing to stop me? Come, I shall lead
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you in.”

“No, no, you are foolish—what
will you gain by geing in?”

“Are you going to lose wages for
these good-for-nothing?”

“Don’t say that—I am not com-
ing. I am a follower of these Red
Flaggers. Have you never heard
Usha-tai speaking at a meeting?”

In the end all went home. They
said the children at home were bet-
ter company than the inhuman

machines.

POLICE TRUCULENCE

We almost ran into two volun-
teers with Red Flags being pursued
by a dozen lathi-wielding policemen
under the valiant lead of an Angle-
Indian (Burasian) Sergeant at
Foras Road.

The volunteers complained that
they had been assaulted, the flag
torn, and now they were being bod-
ily hustled away from the area.

We asked the sergeant why he
was behaving in this fashion. “I
don’t want anybody lurking about
hete. They tried to hold a meet-
ing in the garden next door to the
Mill. Supposing they throw stones
from there. I shall not permit it.”

We had to sternly tell him that
he was over-stepping the bounds of
his duties that he could not stop
meetings like this in anticipation of
stone-throwing.

“T do not care. I am the master
here”  And he started strutting
about the place, brandishing his
“oticke

A crowd had collected. We de-
cided to report him to higher auth-
orities. We got our volunteers to
resume their meeting as well as
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with the flags. As we in by 8 am. But by 11.30 am. the
g away to the police sta- whole mill came out en masse and
- tion, the sergeant walked us. “Look joined the strike.
- here, mister. I did not mean any  Nearly 40 mills remained com-
harm. The flag was accidentally pletely closed from the beginning,
torn. Honest truth. Let us treat not a single worker crossing the
the whole incident as closed.” gate.
And when we told him that his  Another 15 tried to work with
ation was unsatisfactory, he depleted complements, but most of
said: “But I am an Indian, T was them had to give up the ghost by
born in India, I wish to live in 12 noon.
India. We are all brothers.” In the north of Bombay, where
This was something new from an the labor areas are situated, all the
Anglo-Indian sergeant. colleges and the most important
But the police tried to keep a schools also closed down. Nearly

neutral attitude in most cases. They ten thousand students came on the

;iid not take sides as on November streets. Three meetings of students

took place and fiery speeches against
SOME INCIDENTS war, and declaring solidarity with
At Worli, the manager and high- the workers, were made. Tt is in-
er staff of a mill came out and teresting to note in this connection
started using undue pressure on that these students attended the
their men to get in, actually hustling evening Kamgar Maidan meeting,
some of them inside. The volun- and the workers greeted them with
teer at the gate gave an extempore  idyarthi-Kamgaranchi Jai”
speech. TIn order to silence him a At Girgaon, a group of hotel
stone was pelted at him from inside Workers went from restaurant to
the mill gate. Tt caught him in the restaurant with two demands: (1)
!)ack. The result was at once vis. one hotel worker to join the group
ible. Even the dozen or so who had in propaganda; (2) the restaurant
weakened and were about to he to shut down in sympathy with the
dragged in, walked away disgusted  strike.
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Two volunteers were also arrested
for “obstruction,” and bailed out for
varying amounts.

Bur the whole day passed without
a single affray or ‘incident.” The
workers behaved  with grear re-
straint, and earned the unstinted
unanimous compliment even from
the hostile local press that the strike
was absolutely peaceful and no
force was used at any stage.

By 9 am. the strike was practi-
cally complete. I totalled 89,000
workers when; we approached the
desk of the Coms. Deshpande and
Bhandarkar at the “Kranti” office

for reports from the various centres.
The comrades had worked with iron
discipline. The organisation func-
tioned through the new contacts and

had worked wonderfully. The Phoe-
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remarked: “For :hemrnﬂiﬁ;ﬁ
need only one public rally.
meeting of contacts mdm&mf-
bill, and the task would be accom-
plished.”  Nobody contradicted
him, so well was everybody im-
pressed by the cool, silent and yet
effective strength displayed by the
workers. There was no fuss, no ex-
citement, but with quiet, determined,
orim faces that had forged a huge
political weapon for themselves and
evolved the technique of its use.

We reached the Kamgar Maidan
and a sea of heads greered us. The
maidan was decked in huge Red
Flags. Com. Sahid, with his sten-
torian voice and wide sweeping ges-
tures, was casting a spell on the
audience.

Com. Guran retailed in song, in

with the mill authorities. The man-

ager made a piteous appeal sayin,
o Ll g

he was a “labor-wallah” (friend of

. ‘The Dharavi leather workers had
joined the strike, So also a major-

nix Mills wotkers, men and women, a beautifully worded Marathi po-
on strike for the last six months, yada, the history of the Russian
had done yoeman service. After the Worker before, during and after
success of 7th November interested the Revolution. Every phrase was
parties had maintained that the suc-  eagerly taken in, and as he stretched
cess of the general strike was due the pitch of the last wor.&s, thun-
to the unholy alliance made by the dering applause greeted him. Com.
Communists with Ambedkar (self- Tambitkar sang and the huSe. _mul—
styled leader of the untouchables. tirude, transformed into a militant
A British protege and careerist) . mood, sang with him, rocking to the

Ambedkar and his party have now
declared for co-operation with Bri-

tune. i
Com. Joglekar once again pre-

ity of t};: Ambarnath match fac-
. tory workers. The seamen held

hour,‘the fifty who had previously demonstration and meering iﬂes}’“i
gone in also came out and joined the Pathy. Sections of building work-

strike. The mill completely closed ets laid ;
down for the day by 91:1::1-: i aid down their tools.

: k ‘ Comrade Tah,

At K(':,I:;w:l: Mllll,l:’f mcn3 were for ‘‘ob@:ﬂ:uctionertowitl:-ialii;il:;E aa::i“::
: : e mills from 3 am. leased. Once agai
M; thousand and five-hundred  for "stone-thro?\gina?’}:n: alfaialuesmd
‘ ) half the complement—was for te e

I rupees.

labor), but to no avail. In half an

tain. And et the call of the Com- gided ar the meeting and gave 2
munists had found a bigger response  stirring call to action. “We,
from workers than 7th November, workers of Bombay, have pro_‘__red to-
and in a sober and quieter mood. day that we shall never be fgund
The strike had made a record in  wanting in the sr;mggle for “::f;
numbers and in the peaceful way in  pendence. . . . ish  states
which it was accomI;lished. l:hal]. no more ﬁxWho m.guwfnend.
“ARM IN ARM, WE MARCH “This Hitler w1 ey
TO VICTORY” a friend ytmterdgyg
As we went along to the historic cri‘minal on ¢ :
Kamgar Maidan, Com. Ranadive thing to do.

B
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“Bombay workers are or-
ganising a  protest strile
on 2nd October against war
and in order to declare that
India ecan help the world de-
mocracy and the cause of
Peace only hy establishing
democracy and freedom for
ht_a:hsel{h Tl:iis lpolicy is in line
wi e declared polic
the Cengress. e 7 oF

I greet the action of the
Bombay working class as giv-
ing a lead to other classes
for action in this hour of
crisis,

I take the strik
hat € as proof

call for struggle.
The workers are striking
for a day; let the entire na-
}i?f sn:l)ultaneously declare
reedom and i im-
perialism, Jranat iy

UBAS BOSE,

forgotten their own misdeeds? And
what is the guarantee that the shoot-
ings on workers, the Jallianwallas,*
will not be repeated in the future?
We are not likely to give milk to
the serpent who has bitten us before
and whose tecth have not been
drawn by us. . . . If the Russian
worker could effect a revolution
during the last World War, the In-
dian worker can also rise to the
same heights now.”

—8
1938 President of Congress,

stamfl for a free India and are de
termined to achieve oy
ence.”

t independ-

Com. Ranadive moved the main
resolution of the day. In a speech
which went directly to the hearr of
the workers he explained how the
war had come about, who was in.
volved in it and why. He said: “If
C';andhiji stands pledged to non.
violence, it is ununderstandable why
he‘wants India to support Britain
which has resorted to violence. , . ,
have had 4 peaceful exhibition
oF our strength today, and we
pledge thae il the last worker i

* Jallianwallas:

In .}919 General
erowd of 12000 to
Funj;

Dyer ordered his trooj

He ended up amidst cheers when
he declared: “They say the war will
last for three years, We have sworn
today to resist imperialism, and
within three years, we are sure of
bringing it down to dust.”

The resolution was read out:—

“This meeting declares jts soli-
darity with the international work-
ing class and the peoples of the
world, who are being dragged into
the most destructive war, by the Im-
perialist Powers, The meeting re-
gards the present war a5 2 challenge
to the internationa] solidarity of the
working class, and declares that it
is the common task of the workers
and people of different countries to

5,000 peacer;
b,  FIINE With quick fing g oRSTAlors ot g

march, s
SquaTe Without care o mem':gn“uy and the wounded wepe
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alive, we shall fight for the cause
so dear to the Indian nation.” He
gave the history of the workers’
struggle in Bombay and India, and
asked, “With what face can Imperi-
alists and foreign capitalists ask us
today to help them? Have they
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defeat this imperialist conspiracy
against humanity, so that peace and
goodwill is restored among the na-
tions of the world.

“This meeting condemns the Nazi
aggression against Poland, and ex-
presses its deep sympathy with the
Polish people, who have been the
victims of barbarous atrocities.

“This meeting is further of
opinion that the war between Nazi
Germany and British Imperialism
is born out of imperialist rivalry,
and that Br. Imperialism is neither
defending democracy nor the inde-
pendence of nations,

“This meeting, therefore, is of
opinion that loyalty to Indian free-
dom demands resistance to war on
the part of the Indian people.

“This meeting strongly protests
against the attempts of the govern-
ment to exploit Indian resources
and man-power and impose the war
on India in spite of India’s declared
opposition to it.

“This meeting strongly con-
demns the Vice-Regal Otdinances
which virtually place the coungry
under martial law regime and de-
mands their immediate repeal.

“This meeting is of opinion that
the full resources of the country
should be utilised at this ctiti_cal
stage by forcing the pace of Indian
democracy.  This meeting, there-
fore, requests the coming meeting
of the ALC.C. to give a bold lead
to the country, by throwing over-
board all compromise proposals and
starting a nation-wide war resistance
movement,

“This meeting pledges itself to
war resistance and declares that any
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other path ac this critical juncture
would be a crime against Indian
freedom and independence.”

Comrade Bukhari in his simple
and forceful Urdu (Language of
Mahommedans of N. W. India),
seconded the resolution. He ex-
plained the task of the working class
in the present epoch, dilated on the
foreign policy of Soviet Russia, and
appealed to the Congress to laur}ch
a country-wide struggle from which
we must emerge victorious.

Com. Parulekar was greeted by
the workers as he advanced to the
microphone. He said, “Today your
success has created a stir in the As-
sembly Chambers. Prime Minister
Kher acknowledged to me that the
strike has been a phenomenal suc-
cess. I greet you on your strength
and unity.”

Com. Indulal Yagnik, Jt. Secre-
tary of the AllIndia Kisan Sabha
(All-India Peasant Congresls) then
rose to give fraternal greetings on
behalf of the AIK.S. and the For-
ward Bloc.

“] am returning from my tour
of Gujerat and I bring you the ad-
miration and affection of the peas-
ants. You know how to do things
in a big way. We, the poor peas-
ants iivge inysmall isolated villages,
but we, too, are copying your ex-
ample. We have also started re-
sistance against war. ;

The tesog;ixt‘ion was adopted amid
loud slogans of “Down with Im-
perialist War,” “Long Live Indian
Freedom.”

The Marathi version of the In-
ternational was cheered to an echo
and the meeting dispersed.



THE daily Press is full of the
angry outbursts of the bour-
geoisie of the whole capitalist world
at the new advances of the Work-
ers and Peasants’ Red Army.

Judging by the frantic outery,
the capitalist class has been shaken
to its back teeth; for there has
hardly been such a concerted howl
of impotent rage since the Great
October Socialist Revolution.

The London “Times” quotes the
New York “Times” and both quote
the reactionary papers of Sweden
and France and all the other organs
of counter-revolution throughout
the world, to “show the indigna-
tion” of the “whole of humanity.”
No “Left” papers are quoted. The
utterances of the imperialists dis-
guised as Labor leaders, Blum, Dal-
ton, Atlee, Morrison and others hit
the headlines,

The largest air fleet in the world
was bombing a small town with 2
population of less than 250,000 for
2 week and this little town is still
there. Had the Red air fleet really
bombed Helsinki, instead of confin-
ing itself to military objectives,
there would have been a ney inland
sea where Helsinki stands because
the Red Air Force can drop about
10,000 tons of bombs each flight.

Similarly, the capitalist Press had
won the war for the Finns; won
I'i;vtle after battle (on paper), un.
tl the Red Army communique
calmly pointed out that it had ad.

Page 12 Communist Review |

THE LIBERATION OF FINLAND
L. Sharkey

January, 1940

vanced 21 miles beyond Petsamo
and broken through the “impreg-
nable” Mannerheim line.

These rapid advances were made
in difficult country, in the midst of
Arctic storms; but this did not pre-
vent the “learned” ones from point-
ing out the “inefficiency” of the Red
Army and that it was “badly
clothed and equipped.”  Anyone
who has seen the Red Army knows
just how much such stories are
\‘Vorth-

The imperialists know, of the
great sympathy of the proletarian
masses for the Sovier Union; they
know of the dangers to which their
commencement of a new war exposes
them from the anger of the masses
and they strive with might and main
to discredit the great centre of So-
cialism, the Soviet Union. They
will ‘infallibly fail in these effores
just as their Riga lie factory col-
lapsed in the past; just as their
stories of the “nationalisation of
women” and the “starving millions”
failed.

The Manifesto of the Commu.
nist International declared that the
Ieadfars of the petty . bourgeois
parties, as well as the reformists,
ad gone over to the camp of im-
petialism.

; Th}s is to be seen in the present

situation; from the “liberal demo-

crat” President Roosevelt d

the petty commentators of A
15 of the daily

Press and radio, who previously
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donned a “liberal,” *“democratic,”
“radical” mantle, are now shourting
at the top of their voices for Cham-
berlain’s war and against the Soviet
Union. The mistake these gentle-
men make is that they think the
masses of the people have shifted
their point of view also. The mas-
ses have to man the trenches and
bear the economic sacrifices and
they by no means share the war-
mongering anti-Soviet enthusiasm of
the so-called petty bourgeois intellec-
tuals. The capitalist Press and the
leaders of reformism try to brand
the action of the Soviet Union as
“aggression,” “invasion,” and so on,
but history records innumerable in-
stances of one nation assisting an-
other to throw off the yoke of tyr-
ants. Lenin had this in mind when
he wrote:

Not every appropriation of “for-
eign” territory may be described as
annexation, for, generally speaking,
Socialists are in favor of abolishing
frontiers between nations and the
formation of larger states; nor may
every disturbance of the status quo
be described as annexation, for this
would be extremely reactionary and
a mockery of the fundamental con-
cepts of the science of history; nor
may every military appropriation of
territory be called annexation, for
Socialists cannot repudiate violence
and wars in the interests of the
majority of the population.

The term annexation must be ap-
plied only to the appropriation of
tertitory against the will of the
population of that territory, in atl!et
words, the concepr annexation is in-
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separably bound up with the con-
cept self-determination of nations.

Those words of Lenin should
quiet the minds of those who sin-
cerely have misgivings; whose minds
are still actuated by the concepts
created by the agitation against the
aggressions of Hitler and Musso-
lini.

It is obvious that here there is a
class distinction. Hitler and Mus-
solini and before them, the British
and French imperialists, seized upon
their victims against their will,
forced them into slavery and set
about plundering and exploiting
them. In Western Ukraine and
White Russia, the Red Army liber-
ated an utterly oppressed people
from the claws of a similar imperial-
ist gang of Polish exploiters. There
certainly is a difference between
fastening the handcuffs on the
wrists of a victim and he who
smashes the handcuffs and frees the
prisoner.

Tt is a fact that at one period in
the Revolution the Red Army was
confined largely to the territories
around Moscow and Leningtad
whilst  reactionary ~ governments
spouting all manner of labels ruled
Ukrainia, White Russia, Geotgia,
Armenia and the Central Asian Re-
publics of the US.SR. The Red
Army advanced into these areas
and, assisted by the local popula-
tions, overthrew the cliques who
ruled in the interests of world im-
perialism. According to some people,
this should not have been done, but
the masses should have been left
subjected to their tyrants.
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- itation of Finland’s resources
sl waa: ghat ‘meg o Expktll:a t;::eign :apitalists.

i pmductlonl - e YThe Czechs were plundered by

l:l:tionaryucl?::n:ry YoglthI:: af:?;fé the Germans but the U.S.S.R. will

capi world. : : :

:n:a.u l\prars of liberation agati[:s: the pl;l}’ Pflﬂf thih;al::x;y lem‘i-; Db[ll'](}l:]togg

imperiali ? hen the ene- the Finns, e ind

ﬁ:n:lr:;;:ats qu.;}tve Lenin over marks and, 'for the‘terntor(l)egni)eg;g
Finland, they fail miserably. to the Soviet Union, 300,000,

What are the facts? Finland was Finnish rrfarks. The Red Aml\]y
ruled for the past 20 years by the will be withdrawn as soon as the
cligue of Mannerheim. This clique Finnish p_e&_)ple are in power.
came to power at the point of the  In addition, Soviet Kare[lla, wah
bayonets of German imperialism an area of 27,000 square miles, w_1H
which overthrew the Socialist gov- be added to the Finnish Republic.
ernment that the workers had estab-  What has all this to do, this just
lished in Finland during the course bargain, with the British oppression
of the Russian Revolution, murder- and spoilation of India, of the Nazi
ing between 30,000 to 50,000 Fin- oppression and plundering of the
nish and Russian workers in the pro- Czechs, Austrians and the Polish
cess. people?

Disarming the Finnish working  The answer is that there is noth-
class, they established a White ter- ing in common. Force was used in
ror dictatorship, suppressing the the one case in the interest of im-
Communist Party and refusing legal perialist robbery and oppression, in
fecognition of the trade union the other, in the interest of free-
movement right up to their last

dom and justice. “Force, wrote
hour.

Marx, is the midwife of history.”
The government of Kuusinen is  Like most other things, it can be
therefore the legitimate successor of used for or against progress, for or
the government of the Finnish against the people, The fact that
people which was overthrown by the the Russian revolution uses force as
German bayonets' of Mannerheim the “midwife of history” does not
and Von Der Goltz in 1920. place the working class in the cate-
The imperialists and  their gory of the imperialists; as the quo-
hangers-on endeavor to mistepresent tation I have used from Lenin
the action of the Soviet Uhnion as proves.
being equivalent to the oversetting  The clique of Finnish White-
of the Czech state by Hitler, with guards were mortal enemies of the
Chamberlain’s  assistance.  The Soviet Union. They spoke and
Czechs were deprived of such lib- wrote of the day when world im-
erty as they possessed; the Finns perialism would liquidate the Soviet
will be liberated by Kuusinen’s gov- Union and the Finnish ca iedlises
ecnment  from the oppression of 8

. dreamed, 1ot only of seizi Lenin-
Mannerheim’s Whiteguards and the grad and Sovier Kare;iz::,n gl:ut n::fi
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Russia to the Ural mountains! Tt was the British imperia(liists, led_
Crazy, you will think, yes, but does b}_' Churchill, who ﬁnahncc i{ uc:f:n
not each of the ruling cliques in mscd_ and arr_ned the % e
the capitalist “Great Powers” dream “Whites,” 5pe,ndmg £200,0 it
of conquering the whole planet for the taxpayers’ money on o
itself? Such is the dream not only ture. Not only that, bul:dt Eey oo
of the Japanese, Italian and Ger- selves ope.nly sent aere' ol;c; o
man imperialists, but of the Britisﬁ. ﬁ'ght against the Russian
ench and American ones as well. ton.
FtThe capitalist half-wits :rl;ake Thle1 Unli: W:;t;né ;{ha; atsi'lo;:l:l:;
lay as they jeer about say that the U.5.5.8. <
526360,500‘/ Finns” beyzring1 a menace fear German mperlah;::l }_mVe m:;
to’ the  ©180,000,000 in the that Chuechill, Chtflm r atlil'_lsw_1=t
U.S.SR.,” that is simply begging Co. d.o not shouﬂi“ ;:r anm :
the question. Finnish reaction was intentions fror:lmj the }t:::em F:c-»tea
dangerous because it was a puppet  The Soviet Unton p

- state of world imperialism, a dag- itself. agailns_: the attentions of all
“ ger in the hands of British and the imperialists.

i d
French and German imperialism. It The Finn Whlteﬁlliat:}i,i é:z:ilet
was a danger because its terrain, in hav'e had a treaty wlt B
the hands of a strong army, would Union on the same ’[?his A
make it a most powerful military ~three Baltic States. -
base. It was dangerous in the hands fus:e.d. Behevn;:g mh iz <
of world imperialism because its British and Frenc at‘mﬁy i
uns dominated Leningrad and they behaved provoc i,e.:;usg
%’Iurmansk; it was dangerous be- firing on the Sov:etltr:op:‘;t T
cause it commanded the approaches tth believed then:)s:e vt; : =
to vital parts of the Sovier Union. clique, but part of
The imperialists would like to world. : sl Siic Al
turn the Anglo-French-German war ~ Leon Blum, g i
into a grand capitalist coalition of French imperialism,

. nailing the Spanish working classvto
againge L St fljélu:rgoss ethi’ch he fashioned with

the “non-interention” policy w}u;h
he invented, fresh from casting the

man imperialists are victorious 1n
the present wat, then the USSR

i dry to meet s
“'l:“:; kelerli :1:: i‘::riﬂof r:n Anglo- French workers under the iron heel
them.

i ialists, by de-

French imperialist victory, and espe- of ti?e Frtl:nd'lp Uﬂlf:?l:a]-;:if:; g yi.n .
cially if followed by a Revolution stroying the eopl; ity
in Gycrmany, then the Soviet LlJnion s.Igelc;ala;T‘b,{’e t:rh:c}: :ped:lises .

i ele } pe

musilbe i t;) - ott}::: :fs%ri- publﬁhing the pen villainies clpi renz
g g that this gade dogs such as hu:ns: an
designs  Trotsky, said that _he did not be-
lieve that the Soviet government

tish imperialism  sheiek
“good” imperialism has no
on the Soviet Union.
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would use force against the Fin-

nish Whiteguards.

The Finns negotiated, or rather
sabotaged for two months; perhaps
they and their backers believed that
the Soviet Union could be spat on
with impunity. They know better
now.

The Red Army has ended “a dan-
gerous seat of war,” maintained by
the imperialist powers in Finland.

The mutual assistance treaty be-
tween Kuusinen’s Finnish govern-
ment (the capitalist rulers of Fin-
land are of Swedish extraction) and
the new bases in the Baltic Sea
male Finland and the Soviet Union
secure from attack. The Red Army
positions in Western Byelorussia
and Ukrainia were referred to by
Karl Marx himself, when writing
on the Crimean War, as one of the

strongest military positions in the
world.

The Soviet government wanted
Turkey to close the Dardanelles,
which Marx, in the same series of
articles, declared could be heid
against the combined navies of the
world,  Besarabia, seized by the
Rumanians, also has an imporcant
strategical bearing on the defence of
_the U.S.SR. The Soviet Union
is  anxious for an understanding
with Rumania on that point.

The Turks, stimulated by a Auge
loan of £90,000,000 from the Bri-
tish moneybags, who never lend any-
thing unless they see bi liti 4

g political
and economic profit for themselves,
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is embarking on an adventurous and
dJangerous imperialist policy aimed
at bringing war to the Balkans and
the Black Sea. This is a vital mat-
cer for the Soviet Union, The Ital-
ian fascists are also anxious to start
something in the Balkan States.

The Sovier Union is taking a
series .of steps that will enormously
strengthen, if not make invincible,
its own position,. The Soviet, gov-
ernment strove | carnestly to secure
its own position and that of other
States through Collective Security
and the League of Nations. It is
ancient history now, how and why
the impetialists. of Britain and
France, with their bitterly anti-
Soviet policy, frustrated the Peace
Policy and the peaceful efforts of
the U.S.S.R

They chose the path of lighting a
new wat conflagration instead. The
Soviet Union, therefore, has to take
its own measures to secure its fron-
tiers and its own peaceful existence.

The toiling people of the whole
world will rejoice at the liberation
of their brothers in, Finland and Po-
land; they will rejoice that the great
bulwark of Socialism and real free-
dom, is becoming stronger and yet
more secure, they will spit on the
lies of the capitalists, whether these
are to be found in the columns of
the.miﬂi‘mﬂi"’ press, the nice voiced
radio commentators, the columns of
the press of the labor imperialists
or fr:'am‘the foul lips of the trotsky-
ite hirelings,
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Marxist-Leninist Philosophy
| 1.—Dialectical Method

THIS IS THE SECOND OF A SERIES OF ARTICLES ON THE HISTORY
OF THE CP.S.U. WE INVITE COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM
OUR READERS.

Last month’s article concluded with a statement summarising the Marx-
ist dialectical method as characterised in the Short Course of the History of

the C.P.S.U. (BJ.

The basic features, it was stated, were: the doctrine regarding the gen-
eral connection between natural phenomena, regarding their mutual con-

ditionality and regarding nature as a ».

hole; the doctrine regarding continu-

ous movement and change, continuous renewal and development of nature;
the doctrine regarding qualitative and quantitative changes in natural de-
velopment; the doctrine regarding the inner contradictoriness of natural

phenomena.

Let us now praceed to briefly examine each basic feature of the Marxist
dilectical method in contrast to the metaphysical method.

ETAPHYSICS regards nature

as an acicdental agglomera-
tion of objects and phenomena, re-
gards phenomena in isolation one
from the other as an independent of
one another.

A clear example of the metaphy-
sical interpretation of natural phe-
nomena in the sphere of natural
science is provided by the teachings
of Linnaeus (1707-1778). This
scientist played a tremendous an
positive role in systematising and
classifying natural phenomena. He
divided all natural phenomena into
three kingdoms: the animal world,
the plant world and the realm of
minerals, and these he divided into
genera and species. This step was
necessary for the subsequent du_n:l-
opment of the teachings regarding

nature. But since Linnaeus was a
metaphysician, and regarded natu-
ral bodies apart from their davelop-
ment, out of connection with sur-
rounding conditions, separated from
them, then he came to the conclu-
sion that there was no interconmec-
tion between the plant world and
the animal world, and that they
must be regarded in isolation one
from the other. Linnaeus did not
regard nature as a single whole,
where individual phenomena are in-
terconnected and pass one into the
other. According to Linnaeus, the
animal world is separated from the
plant world by an absolute,
cternally-existing boundary. Having
divided natural bodies into genera
and species, Linnaeus was unable to
explain their origin in a natural-
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scientific manner, for he regarded
them in isolation one from the other.
As a metaphysician Linnaeus proved
to be absolutely helpless in solving
this problem and resorted to the old
misleading conclusion, that explains
nothing. According to Linnaeus
all types of bodies are the creation
of God, and exist in the same con-
dition in which they were created.
This is a clear example of how the
metaphysical approach to the analy-
sis of natural phenomena inevitably
leads to God, and consequently
limits our power to understand na-
ture, and in the last analysis becomes
a brake on the development of
science.

Dialectical materialism regards
nature as a single whole, where there
exist the mutual connection and
inner-penetration of the separate
phenomena. There is no impassable
boundary between the plant and ani-
mal worlds. The origin of the ani-
mal world is a lengthy process of
the development of nature. The
discoveries of the natural-scientists,
Kant, Laplace, Darwin, Schleiden
and others showed the connection be-
tween, and the mutual conditional-
ity of, the parts of nature. The sub-
sequent development of science still
further substantiated the correctness
of the principles of dialectical
n.mterialism regarding the examina-
tion of nature as a single whole,
and the examination of different
phenomena as being mutually con-
mn.r.tec‘l open up wide perspectives for
scientific research work and for the
comprehensive and most complete
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study of natural phenomena.

In his splendid book “Materialism
and Empirio-Criticism,” Lenin, in
exposing  the  subjective-idealistic
and metaphysical philosophy of
Machism, shows the strength and
power of dialectical materialism in
apprehending nature. The Machists,
in their criticism of materialism, as-
serted among other things that the
materialists do mnot explain the
“origin” of sensation. Lenin, in
dealing with this “argument” of the
Machists, shows that dialectical
materialism does not place any bar-
tiers between nature possessing the
faculty of sensation and nature de-
void of faculty. Nature is a unity,
and dialectical materialism admits
transitions of non-semsitive into
sensitive matter. Science has not
yet shown specific forms of this
transition, but the principle of the
unity of nature, the principle of the
examination of sensitive and non-
sensitive matter, not in isolation one
from the other, opens up before
science the possibility for investigat-
ing this problem.

“Materialism clearly formulates
the as yet unsolved problem and
thereby stimulates the attempt to
solve it, to undertake further experi-
mental investigation. Machism, i.e.,
a species of muddled idealism, be-
fogs the issue and side-tracks it by
means of the futile verbal evasion
element’.” (Lenin, Imperialism and
Empirio-Criticism, p 33)

Thtz _doctrine  of  dialectical
materialism regarding the many-
sided examination of phenomena,
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regarding the inter-connection of
phenomena is of enormous signifi-
cance in practice, in the building of
soctalism.

Let us take the question of the
planfulness of the national economy
of the U.S.SR. The development
of the different branches of the na-
tional economy is regarded in the
Soviet Union from the point of
view of a single whole, of the entire
national economy. The develop-
ment of railroad transport, for ex-
ample, cannot be examined in isola-
tion from other branches of the na-
tional economy. The dialectical ap-
proach in determining the degree of
the development of railroad trans-
port demands an analysis of the
changes in other branches of the
national economy; in the iron and
steel industry, engineering, agricul-
ture, etc. If, however, any branch
of industry is examined in isolation
from the whole of the national eco-
nomy, this is a metaphysical ap-
proach to the study of social phe-
nomena and in actual fact leads to
the disorganisation of economic life.

A most profound dialectical an-
alysis of social phenomena is given
in his works by Comrade Stalin,
who always employs dialectics as a
most important political instrument
for the comprehensive examination
of events in their mutual connection
and conditionality, in their cohe-
sion, in their movement.

In reply to a letter by the Young
Communist Tvanov, Comrade Stalin,
in examining the question of the
final victory of Socialism in the
USSR, pointed out that the
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U.S.S.R. must not be regarded in
isolation from the capitalist world
that encircles it. The problem of
the final victory of Socialism must
be examined in the light of the
foreign relations of the Soviet
Union. Comrade Stalin said:

“It follows that this question con-
tains two different problems:

| The problem of the internal

relations in our country, ie.,
the problem of overcoming
our own bourgeoisie and
building complete Socialism;
and

2 The problem of the external

relations of our country, ie..
the problem of completely en-
suring our country agamnst
the dangers of military inter-
vention and restoration.

“We have already solved the first
problem, for our bourgeoisie has al-
ready been liguidated and Socialism
has already been built in the main.
This is what we call the victory of
Sacialism, or, to be more exact, the
victory of Socialist Construction in
one country.

“We could say that this victory
is final if our country were situated
on an island and if it were not sur-
rounded by numerous capitalist
countries.

“But as we are not living on an
island but ‘in a system of States’
« considerable number of which are
hostile to the land of Socialism and
create the danger of intervention
and restoration, we say openly and
honestly that the wictory of Social-
ism in our country is not yet final.”
(Stalin, Letter to Ivanov, pp. 6-7.)
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Socialism has been built in the
main in the Soviet Union. Bur the
Soviet Union is surrounded by capi-
talist countries, and as long as this
encirclement exists, the danger of
military intervention is not ruled our,
And that is why the question of the
final victory of Socialism in the
US.SR. is indissolubly connected
with the struggle against the capita-
list encirclement. This question can
be solved by uniting . . . the seri-
ous efforts of the international pro-
letariat with the still more serious
efforts of the whole of our Soviet
people.” (Ibid. p. 7.)

This is a dialectical solution of
the question as to the final victory
of Socialism in the U.S.S.R., for
the Soviet Union is not regarded in
isolation from the outer world that
surrounds it.

The dialectical analysis of the
phenomena of social life gives us a
correct political orientation. Only
the dialectical method contains the
principle of the comprehensive ex-
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amination of phenomena, of the
interconnection  between  pheno-
mena, a principle which makes it
possible' to correctly orienate oneself
in a situation, and provides a correct
approach to the analysis of phe-
nomena.

“The dialectical method therefore
holds that no phenomenon in nature
can be understood if taken by it-
self, isolated from surrounding
phenomena, inasmuch as any phe-
nomenon in any realm of nature may
become meaningless to us if it is not
considered in connection with the
surrounding conditions, but divorced
from them; and that, vice versa, any
phenomenon can be understood and
explained if considered in its insep-
arable connection with surrounding
phenomena, and as one conditioned
by surrounding phenomena.” ("His-
tory of the C.P.S.U.(B.)—Short
Course,” p. 106.)

Herein lies the first and basic

feature of the Marxist dialectical
method.

(To be Continued.)
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THE RED NAVY

NW SHIPS,

NEW MEN

H. Kruzhkov

ONE ho has not visited the Bal-
ticn the last two or three
years wl find many astonishing
changes n the fleet. In Kronstadt
Harbou: where the navy’s ships lie
at anchr, he will see a whole flock
of newdestroyers, graceful, high-
speed ad severe for any enemy.

Thes is everything in the Baltic
—flotih leaders, ships of a mnew
type, smething in the nature of a
cross setween a destroyer and a
cruise, new underwater craft of all
dimenions, from mighty submarine
cruises to “baby submarines,” a
swara of torpedo boats, these “hor-
netsof the sea,” capable of sending
anyship to the bottom by their de-
vasating attacks.

“he decisions of the Bolshevik
Paty and the Sovier Government
which express the thoughts and aspi-
raions of the Soviet people who
wint to see their navy a grim force
asainst all enemies, are being put
iito practice.

The cruiser “Kirov” is one of the
new ships—and what a beauty! The
men of the Baltic have every right
to be proud of the “Kirov,” which
combines both speed and might. It
is considered an honor to serve on
it. When the “Kirov” sails, accom-
panied by new flotilla leaders and
destroyers, it is really a great spec-

tacle, a spectacle of a powerful
squadron.

The “Kirov” leaves a long stream
of roaring waves in its wake as it
cuts through the waters of the Bal-
tic, it is as if the sea is angry with
the cruiser, enraged by its audacity
—how does it dare to push forward
at such a speed!

The modern warship is like an in-
tricate factory. This is doubly true
of the “Kirov.” It is equipped with
the very latest, complex and precise
insteuments which help to steer its
course, range its artillery and direct
the work of its torpedo tubes. These
complicated mechanisms are, per-
haps, more perfect that man him-
self. However, in order to master
these machines one must acquire no
small amount of skill and know-
ledge. Even more knowledge and
skill was required to design and
build these machines. And they
were designed and built in Soviet
factories, by dexterous hands of
Soviet workers.

Most of the officers of the “Kirov”
were present at its birth. But they
were not there as guests, they con-
tributed by their work to the con-
struction of this mighty ship. This
explains their warm fondness for
their cruiser. Senior Lieutenant

Klimenko, artillery officer of the
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cruiser, speaks of his guns “"it_h
fatherly tenderness. Klimenko is
tall and perhaps a bit phlegmatllC-
But what a change one notices in
him when the subject turns to artil-
lery: a smile appears on his lips and
his gestures become sharp and de-
termined.

Up to 1931 Klimenko was a miner
at Pit No. 29 in Rutchenkovo, Don-
bas. He combined work in the pit
with studies in a workers’ prepara-
tory school for the university. Ad-
mitted to the Frunze Naval School
in 1931, this Donbas miner displayed
excellent abilities and was a diligent
student throughout the entire
course, always eager to acquire
more and more knowledge.

Today Senior Lieutenant Kli-
menko is considered one of the best
artillerists on the “Kirov.” This 27
year-old naval commander is an ex-
cellent example of how people grow
and develop in the Soviet Union,

Every Red Navyman who dis-
plays an interest in the Navy is af-
forded all opportunities of becom-
ing a commander.  In the final ac-
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count, the life story © the Soviet
mmmander is u.sualhas fO“DWS:
Red Navyman, boatain, junior
commander, studies in scial courses
in the Naval Schooland then,
lieutenant of the fleet. For those
who wish to continue eir career,
there is every opportunil to do so.
The only condition is ard work
and study, which leads tche Naval
Academy. Upon graditing the
Academy one can beconm a first-

rank captain, then flagma , . .

Indeed, all roads for deslopment
and promotion are open!

Night sets in on the Gul of Fin-
land, but it is the transpant and
light night of the North.

Ships pass each other in 1e har-
bour. Looking at their clar-cut,
grim silhouettes one cannot bt help
feeling that this is a mightyforce!

And there are many of them,
these glorious Soviet ships, thesteel
nurslings of the Five-Year Hans.
But there will be still more, for the
Soviet Navy grows with every fass-
ing day, with every passing hour., . .

January, 1946
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DAWN IN INDIA

L. Harry Gould

“It is quite clear that in case of any world war India will not be drawn
into it to the advantage of any Imperialism. Only the people of India will
decide what they are to do, and the people of India will take part in no

Imperialist war."—Jawaharlal Nebru in an interview in England in 1938.

POVERTY is the mainspring of
India’s rebellious discontent.
The path of revolutionary struggle
on to which her people are entering
was hewn out of breaking toil and
suffering. Hunger is the lever
which will rip over the centuries-old
domination of the British masters.

In the same interview Nehru de-
clared:

“What is India like today? Her
people poor beyond compare; short-
lived and incapable of resisting dis-
ease and epidemics; illiteracy ram-
pant; vast areas devoid of all sani-
tary or medical provisions; unem-
ployment on a prodigious scale.”

India has 40 million unemployed!
Five million persons die annually
from malaria. The life expectation
is 23 years compared with 50 to 55
in western Burope. The infant
mortality rate in Bombay, where the
majority of the inhabitants live in
one-room huts and sleep in the
streets, is 524 per thousand. Count-
less millions of peasants exist in
what is described as debt serfdom;
interest rates reach as high as 300
per cent. The wages census carried
out by the Bombay authorities in
1935 revealed that in cotton textiles,
one of the premier and best orga-

nised industries, the monthly earn-
ings of 18 per cent. of the workers
in Gokak were between 3/- and 9/-,
of 32 per cent. in Shalapur between
7/6 and 15/-. Children under 12
work 12 to 14 hours a day in the
factories for twopence!
e

Marx pointed out that it is in the
colonies that ithe profound hypo-
crisy and inherent barbarism of
capitalist rule becomes unveiled be-
fore our eyes. At home the rule as-
sumes respectable forms; everything
is done in the name of family, honor,
religion and democracy. In the
colonies, however, capitalist “civili-
sation” goes naked. The bestial acts
of fascism alone parallel the infa-
mies committed by the white lords
in their colonial empires.

But history has its retributions.
“There is not the slightest doubt.”
wrote Lenin in 1908, “that the age-
long plunder of India by the Eng-
lish, that the present struggle of
these ‘advanced’ Europeans against
Persian and Indian democracy, will
harden millions and tens of millions
of proletarians in Asia. . .. The class.
conscious workers of BEurope
have Asiatic comrades whose num-
ber will grow by leaps and :
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A shose el 1dgstis ot lus- Indi? presents today a classical illy.
tory, the proletariat and its allies, ~ scration of one of the fearures of
' are learning their lesson well and imperiafist conttol 2"1.‘71 exploitation
are becoming thoroughly hardened —the export "f capital from the
& :hgi:strugglﬁ- home country instead of as pre-
Other articles relate the recent de- viously the export of commodities.
velopments in India: the position of  But capitalist production in India
opn 5 P
the Congress Party, the shiftings of s, just as at home, created its own
Gandhi and the right-wing; the grave-diggers—the industrial work-
threats of the Viceroy and Sir ]ohn ers, the proletariat. There is prole-
Simon. (See Gefald Peel’s “India’s tarian class-consciousness to lead
P:_-oblcms, 1939” in the Octlober R& and unite the heterogenous social
:wew). T.he purpose of this article groups and strata and give them
is to describe briefly the growth and frm direction in the battle for na-
Srwgth of the proletarian core of tional independence; and proletarian
the mass movement, and to chart discipline to stiffen the amorphous
the probable course for the fight o 350 millions! Ald
for freedom he basi it with i do e Sy A
on the basis of past pare it with it luti
and present estimates. ; o
R consistency. The Party of the Pro-
¢ letariat, the Communist Party, is
Modern, m.anufactures and rail. also there! Tts record of leadership
way construction received their fist Of the people’s struggles is a grear
lzrgtlz growth in the thitd quarter of one, and not even the terror of the
B e e
P A e vast sul ing it completely underground.
continent shows a steady develop- In the All-Tndia Trade Unic:gn Con-
ment. By 1911, investments in rail- gtess of 1938 one of the principal
\'}ay; total’!ed £654,000,000, Most demands was that the Congress
of the capital came, of course, from mMinistries restore th i
S ore the legality of the
s By 919 there were Communist Party. Thouch b d
3523 factories, which number in. the Party, than};(s o g
creased to 7515 ten years later, In Work en'c; i
1905, the coal mined totalled nealy tain ;zon% yslm e R
eight million metric tons; the ﬁguri Th Lt ey
was 20 millions in 1931, Enei ¢ process of hardening has
s blish - Engineer- been a blogd
Ing establishments number 755 in  ment. ody one. The most ele-
1929, Employing BT ROWE, o ary rrghts were won only by
i ) rs.  the most bicter struggle. In 1919
e ion textile occurred th, : B
Peratives at present. India offered when ¢h the itsar ' massacre,
;D Rlasiical ilscrasion of A :h:u Iﬁousands were shot down by
QR of early C?Pita-list accumula- agent:n t;ry. (S.u powerful js the
tion, namely, outright plunder of jts ¥ of repression that it was not

¥ il ei
People by the conquering Britsh, tigh g 1o 4t that the Bri-

c knew of it.) The Indian

to courageous
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mine or workshop is poor soil for  The specific task for the Indi
the growth of the dank weeds of people is to brush aside its vad
reformism. The Peasants’ Party has ing native bourgeoisie and the ri
adopted the hammer and sickle as wing generally within the Congress
its emblem. Demonstrations of Party. “The compromising section
50,000 and more ate common. Flog- of this (Indian) bourgeoisie,” said
gings, arrests and shootings are daily Stalin in 1925, “has already man-
experiences in India. But, said Lenin < aged in the main to come to an
even before the last World War, agreement with imperialism. Dread-
“No power in the world will re- ing revolution more than imperial-
establish serfdom in Asia, or wipe ism, concerned fore about its
out the heroic democracy of the moneybags than about the interests
masses in Asiatic or Semi-Asiatic of 'its country, this section . . .8
countries.” completely going over to the enemies
a1 of the revolution. .. . It is a ques:
tion of preparing the proletariat of
What are the specific historical guh countries as India for the tole
conditions in which India’s struggle of [eader in the liberation moyement,
for freedom is being fought out? and of dislodging, step by step, the
First, it is the period of imperialist pourgeoisie and its spokesmen from
decline, the time when the social re-  this honorable position.” The native
volution has become “a practical princes long ago bartered away their
necessity”  (Stalin) . Then it is  country’s freedom in return for Bri-
occurring in the course of the second  ¢ish bayonets to maintain them in
imperialist world war, with all that power. The native capitalists, like
that means! Third, the struggle the capitalists of Spain, France and
takes place and intensifies when the evety other country, ate incapable
beacon light of the Soviet Union— by the very nature of their position

ith 1 azing triumphs for the in society of defending their country's
Wit i S e P national interests. Only the working

formerly opptessed toilers, races arlld Tatona] o nay nBlohd g st
nationalities—shines ever more bril-

liantly in a world darkened by capi-
i The responsibility of workers in other
talist hate and war. _Fourth, $ram Jands towards the Indian people is clear.
the internal standpoint, the fight ndia's strivings for freedom fall chi;m tl;
L same category as those 8,
for freedom is incegrally bound up PR B¥Crain and Crechoslovakia. In-
with and, indeed, arises from the dependence for India, as for all the other
basic demands of the workers for imperialist colonies and _semi-colonies,
Ly will place the stamp for Teal Iihtarl‘a‘ar upon”
improvements, the stirrings of the the social conditions in the “home

1 1 tries. 'The Lascars who demon=-
pative middle classes and the march S:ual:.e T A

of the multi-millioned peasant Mas-  month. To maintain such savage

i 1 . tation and to reduce the level of the white
ses towards their agrarian vl worker—this is what the second imperi-

tion. Here are some puzzles for the Torwar is being fought for! The fight

iti H ‘. of the Indian masses is our fight. Or, as
il Ra_] far more subtle g :aarx so aptly worded it: “Labor in a

soluble than even the famed Tndian MRx 0 Al never be free while it is
rope trick! pranded in a black skin.”
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CHARITY AFTERNOON

Communist Review

"Gordon"

(A letter rescued from the waste basket of a “fashionable” house in
Sydney.)

Toorak Road,
Melbourne, S.E.2.
ARLING PENELOPE,

cost. Daddy’s still grumbling. And
I know positively that Lady Blud-
geon’s was only a hundred guineas.

January, 1940

I know you haven’t replied to Daphne told me so, and she oughe

my last letter yet, but I just couldn’t to know.
wait to tell you about the lovely = But here I am talking about
“afternoon” I was ac yesterday. The frocks when I should be telling you
one at Mrs. Gunn’s. Yes, you knew about the lovely time we had. It
I was going, because I distinctly re- was in aid of the Sir Julius Lyd-
member telling you I was going to dite Orphanage, so we weren’t just
wear my new Molyneux ensemble playing ourselves, were we? Aunt
for the ﬁrst_nme. Pen, it’s the most Emelie is one of the trust.ees and
go:geous thu;‘g{ If only you could she told us they’re having a f,right-
e seen their faces! And you fully anxious time. Expenses have

won't wonder when you get the i
one i i
photograph. Yes, it will be in next B v e o

week’s Table Talk. Isa’t that mar.
vellous?  Even mother has only
been in Table Talk once. T won't
forget to send you a copy. Mrs.
Gunn can be a darling—sometimes
It was she who did it. The p[‘loto:
grapher asked her and Lady Blud-
Eeon to pose, and she called me over
I could have kissed her. Mind you.
.I don’t think she’d have done il;
if she hadn’t wanted to score off
Lady Bludgeon, That sounds
catty, but it’s true. Lady Bludgeon
Was wearing one of the very latest
things from New York and thought
she was going to make us all squirm
But everybody said mine was far
more distinctive. And so it should
have been considering how much i

come still the same they don’t know
what to do to make ends meet. I¢'s
outrageous, of course, thar we
should have to be worried about
these things, but there you are;
somebody has to do it. If the wm-ki
ing class can’t provide for their des-
titute children then I suppose we
ni:ust_. We can’t stand aside and see
t e llttfe_ darlings suffer, can we? Tt
sn't their faul, And, anyway, it
gives one a nice feeling to ke a
sacrifice sometimes, Byt what an-
2?31 emeE (:slthe horri_ble ingratitude
iy tp hp e who bring these child-
fto the world. TImagine it, ¢
call ::}: the idle rich! They just’carf’)t'
S€|
inztit at orphanages are charitaple
utions,  Some busybody  was
complaining in , Newspaper "::c
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other day about the food and medi- as heroes and martyrs. I think

cal service at one of the church or-
phanages. He said that the children
didn’t get neatly enough milk and
eggs, and that their teeth were de-
plorable. Yes, deplorable! That was
the very word he used. But daddy
happens to be one of the directors
of that paper and he’s going to have
something to say about the editor at
the next board meeting. Milk and
eggs! with eggs at 2/- a dozen!
For orphans. I wonder where that
fool thought the money was com-
ing from.
Seill, all this ingratitude only
makes the sacrifice bigger. I wish
some of those wretches could have
seen Mrs. Gunn yesterday afternoon
before the other guests arrived.
Mother and T were there early and
she was telling us all sorts of things.
I felt so sorry for her, because she
really is a sweet old thing. It's a
true saying that troubles never come
singly. You probably know her
husband has big interests in the iron
industry—1 think that's how they
call it.  And he lost frightfully over
the affair at Port Kembla. I don’t
know much about it myself, but it
seems the wharf laborers refused to
load iron on to the ships because
they said it was going to Japan to
make bombs to kill Chinese babies
with. Did you ever hear such flap-
doodle? The whole world’s going
mad, I don’t believe in babies be-
ing bombed, but what about those
stupid workmen's own children?
Apparently they were to starve SO
that Chinese babies could live. The
extraordinary thing is that lots of
usually sensible people regard them

they’re idiots. From all I've heard
a few Chinese babies would hardly
be missed. They shouldn’t have
them, anyway. But you see who it
is that really suffers for all this?
Mrs. Gunn says that Edward—she
calls him “Edward” to everybody—
has lost thousands of pounds over
it. They were going to send Natalie
—that’s their only child—to Paris
to finish her education. Now they
might not be able to do it. And all
over a few Chinese babies and a

handful of crazy wharf laborers.

And—you must tell your mother
this—they’re going to build flats in
Lansell Road! Yes, flats in Lansell
Road! Can you believe it? Mrs.
Gunn was nearly crying. Aad do
you blame her? She says the whole
tone of the neighborhood will suf-
fer. And, mind you, it isn't the
flats themselves she abjects to, be-
cause they can build them really
nice now. It’s the kind of people
that get into them. They're such
a2 mixed lot, neither upper nor lower
class, nor anything else. Although
most of them have no doubts them-
selves on the subject. Flighty newly-
weds, theatricals, commercial travel-
lers, and all sorts of other riff-raff.

Mrs. Gunn says she has no illu-
sions about what she’s in for.
There'll be about twenty different
kinds of flivers rattling up and down
the road, not to mention the trades-
men. You know it takes as many
cradesmen to supply a block of flats
as it does a whole street of people
like us. They've all got to have
their own milkman and breadman.



Mirs. Gunn says the road will never
be empty. And that’s without say-
ing anything about their own com-
ings and goings, or their wireless
sets, and parties, and—my goodness,
T very nearly wrote “children”™ As
if people who wanted children would
go to live in flats! That's what
makes me so wild. Here’s the
country crying out for population,
and half the people living in flats.
Just because they’re too lazy and
selfish to have children. I often
wonder why the Prime Minister
doesn’t do something abouct it. I
went to a lecture the other day on
“Civic Responsibilities.” Not that
I'm interested in lectures, but Irene
Bonehead was going and it was a
chance for me to get out without
mother. Mother still thinks T should
run around with her; that's the
worst of not having any brothers
and sisters. Anyway, the lecrurer
said that if we didn’t hurry up and
populate the country some other
race would do it for us. And ar
the finish Mrs. Gunn got up and
said that the first thing to do was to
prohibit the building of flars,
Wasn’t that marvellous of her?
_She'd never done a thing like thar
in her life before. Mother said
she deserved a medal, Mr. Gunn
has been trying hard, too, but in a
different way. He knows one of the
city councillors very well, and two
of the others owe him money. But
slomebody else must have been work.
m]-i fr;:m the other side, because
when the matter of flats came
discussed Mr. Gunn’s men t;e[r:
beaten,

But T was telling you about Mes,
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Gunn’s troubles. That's two of
them, and as if they weren’t enough
her gardener has to came and ask
her for two shillings rise in his
wages. And, mind you, he’s getting
£3/19/- now, and Mr. Gunn gives
him all his old coats, and ten shill-
ings every Christmas. I don’t know
what servants are coming to these
days. They think they own the
earth. They've been given far too
much in the past, that’s the trouble.
Jackson, that’s the Gunn’s gardener,
never was content. He’s in one of
those unions, and every time they
have a win in the Arbitration Court
—whatever that might bel—he
comes and takes it out of Mr. Gunn.
I don’t know what “basic wage”
means, and I don’t care, but I do
know that if he was more careful
with his money he wouldn’t need to
complain so much about poverty.
Mrs. Gunn told us that it came to
her through her cook that Jackson’s

wife paid 17/6 for a new frock.

Imagine it, 17/6! And only last
week  Payne’s  were advertising
frocks for 3/11! But, of course, a
3/11 frock isn’t good enough for a
gardener’s wife—17/6, if you please.
And Mrs. Gunn is asked to pay for
16.at 2/- a week. She told mother
that if he wasn’e such 2 wonderful
gardener sh’d haye sacked him on
the spot. Asit s she’s going to pay.
She was in trouble with the Trades
Halllonce before over 2 houseman,
and it was only Edward’s influence
that kept it out of the papers. He
says there’ll be no Peace in Victoria
until somebody Puts a bomb ynder
the Trades Hall. Incidentally,

Jackson has five children! How on
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earth could he expect to rear five really is a litetle darling. He does
children on a gardener’s wage? the sweetest tricks, y
Still, they say that every cloud  But oh, Pen, I set out to tell you
has a silver lining, and poor Mrs. all about the party, and T've told
Gunn did have one little thing to you nothing. And now I'm so tired
smile over. Chu's better! ~Yes, I can’t write any more. Isn't that
really and truly better. Isn't that just like me? Tl have to leave it
marvellous? If've never kept a till next time. But I won't forget,
Pekingese, but it seems to me they’re really T won’s. Werite soon and tell
more worry than they’re worth. me all about your trip to the Islands.
They're so delicate. And expensive! I'm just dying to hear.
Do you know that Chu cost £45? All my love,
Mirs. Gunn told me sof herself. No TJudith.
wonder she was worried. You'll re- P.S.—T really can’t close without tell-
member me telling you he could ing you how much we raised for the
hardly stand? A kind of ricketts, Orphanage. £15! Wasn’t that mar-
the vet said. Undemourishment vellous? Really it was only £14/10/-
and weakness caused by taking him but Sir George Flushe gave us the
away from his mother too soon. I 10/- to make it up. _Dld you ever
think it’s much the same sort of meet him? They call him the *Dyna-
thing that poor children get. Any- mite King,” because that’s :«rhat he
way, the vet prescribed a special diet made his money in. Pen, he’s a dar-
for him and he’s made a wonderful ling! You should have seen the
recovery. It cost a lot, of course. beautiful expression on his face
A guinea a visit for the vet, and wlllen he w:;ls lc{ofkjﬁg at the :hrfha‘:z:r
some pills at 15/- a box. The diet They say that if there's another
didn’tpcount, begause, as you know, he'll be richer than Mr. Chamber-

Mrs. Guan keeps her own cow and lain. b 4
poultry. She wouldn’t care, anyway. Judith.

She says Chu’s well worth it. He THE END.
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! THE FRENCH COMMUNIST | BLOWS AIMED AT REAL

| PATRIOTS
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demanding ‘the prosecution of Com-
munist and their ruthless annihila-

| PARTY LIVES AND FIGHTS

FROM AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN THE MOSCOW COMMUNIST
PAPER, “PRAVDA.”

M. THOREZ, leader of the French
Parly, reported as having been sen-
tenced to six years’ imprisonment,

“UNRESTRAINED terror
has been declared against

the Communists in the country of
boasted  bourgeois democracy,
P:rance,” Pravda wrote. “The ruﬁné
circles of France called themselves
a government of French democracy.
.They are even attempting to con-

vince th;e French people that the
War against Germany was under.

en in the name of
of the def
&, ence of

THE MASK IS
Party,
of Co

isers

% the Communist
€ Persecution and arrests

mimunists and theiy sympa-
» tear the mask from these

outright defenders and agents of
French capital. Their vows and de.
clarations of love and devotion for
the ideals of democracy are hypocrisy
and lies.

“Their decree of dissolutton
against the Communist Party
crowned an entire series of acts of
persecution and provacation against
the proletarian vanguard. Even be-
fore France declared war on Ger-
many, the central newspaper of the
Communist Party, L’Humanite, was
closed down, and dozens of other
Communist and Left newspapers
after it.

“They were banned because they
explained to the French people the
real reason for the collapse of the
political and military negotiations
between England and France on the
one side and the Soviet Union on
the other —the negotiations which
came to a deadlock through the
fault of the governments of France
and Britain, This is what freedom
of the press means in France!

“After France’s declaration of
war on Germany, the French “de-
mocratic’ authorities tlirew thous-
ands of  Communists into jail.
Thousands of workers, intellectuals
and soldiers who opposed the pre-
SNt war—an unjust and imperialist
War—were arrested and sentenced.

“Civil and mllitary courts are
working at high presure in the cities
and villages of France. Thousands
of sentences have already been
passed against the real patriots of
the French people, whose only fault
is that they understand how un-
necessary and fruitless is the war
France is waging, who understand
that this war can only bring hun-
dreds of thousands of victims to the
French people, can bring only seas
of tears and of the blood of the
people.

“And this is the country where
hundreds of venal newspapers —
Radical and Socialist—howl that
there is freedom of the press, free-
dom of opinion!

“Despite the efforts of the French
authorities and their subservient
press—both the openly bourgeois
newspapers and the self-styled “So-
cialist’ papers—the masses of the
people of France are not being con-
vinced of the need for the present
war. Anti-war agitation is becom-
ing more and more open every day.
Everywhere one sees leaflets demand-
ing an end to the war. A leaflet
headed ‘Immediate Peace’ has been
distributed throughout France.

“The French pogrom-makers,
thirsting for the blood of the best
sons of the French people, want to
make use of the war situation o
settle accounts with the flower of
the French proletariat, to destroy
them physically.

“The newspaper Le Temps and
others print articles of incitement

tion.” The ‘Socialist’ sheet Le Popu-
laire, organ of the outright traitor,
Leon Blum, does not lag behind in
this rabid outcry.

FASCIST SPIES, TRAITORS
WALK FREE

“The best sons and daughters of
the French people are being arrested,
but the Cagoulards, the worst ene-
mies of France, the traitors and the
spies, walk freely through the streets
of Paris. And even receive state
posts.

“This is how the present leaders
of France, who not so long ago, in
July of 1938, vowed their loyalty to
the people and to democracy, dis-
play their ‘democracy’ and ‘patriot-
ism.

“These pygmies on the payroll of
French capital, these politicians in-
volved in the shady dealings of the
Oustrics and Staviskys, commit the
sacrilege of calling themselves the
descendants of the Jacobins.

“The Jacobins were friends of
the people, they loved their people,
they were noble sons of the French
people.

“The present political leaders of
France, donning in the democratic
garb of the Jacobins, are oppressors
of the working people, persecutors
of the best sons of the French

people.
CONDITIONS OF MASSES
WORSEN
“The banning of the Communist
Party of France is a victory of the
most  reactionary elements  of
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French imperialism. It is the be-
ginning of a new offensive on the
working class.

- “The Belgian paper La Voix du
Peuple has published data on the
extraordinary worsening of the con-
ditions of the French people in con-
nection with the war and on the in-
tensification of reaction.

“This paper quotes facts about
the conditions of the workers of the
industrial district of Jeumont, in the
Nord department. ~The 40-hour
week which the French workers won
some years ago has been replaced by
a 60-hour week. Only 40 hours are
paid for though 60 are actually
worked. In addition there are
numerous deductions, including a
15 per cent. tax for war require-
ments,

REACTION DIRECTED BY
L THE 200 FAMILIES
The newspaper points out that
the capitalists are reaping enormous
profits and that all the burdens of
the war are placed on the backs of
the working people.

“It is becoming increasin] clear
to the working people ofg %rance
tl}at the persecution of the Commu-
nists, the abolition of the last rem.
nants of democratic liberties, the
acute worsening of the mareria]
conditions of thejr existence, the wa
_for the sake of world domh;ation bt:
1ng waged by the French govern-
me‘nt, are all links of one chain
; "I'ﬁh: F:;nch ruling )
188 what they are told by thejy
wﬂ 200 millionaires of Fl’a:::!
g blackguard Blum and hjs
Mol iean consider thar they are
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dealing 2 blow to the vanguard of
the working cIass, that they have
eliminated the only party which pre-
vented them from deceiving the
wotking people.

YTheir joy is premature! The
French working class will gather
still more firmly around its party,
will still more clearly understand
the treacherous roles of the Blums—
the agents and allies of maddened
French reaction.

“The more brazenly and cynically,
the more shamelessly the renegades
like Blum, Paul Faure and Leon
Jouhaux support the measures of
the Daladier Government, the more
the “Socialist” sheets Le Populaire
and Le Peuple and their ilk lie and
slander, the more attentively do the
French workers and peasants heed
the voice of the Communists, their
speeches and appeals.

MASSES RECOGNISE C, P.
AS REAL LEADER

All the forces of bourgeois France
are united to slander and persecute
the French Communists. But the
Communist Party has already be-
come such a force that ir is impos-
sible to smash it either by slander or
terror,
nist;rhr;i‘:, are ;housands of Eommu-

» Men and women, in the cities
::c_f villages of France, in its fac-
inn:li and planes, in its schools and
i an(', zrtrfy. Millions of workers
thfir m;eadm t!)e trade unions see
B e in the Communist

L1
‘ de: Cl:e ocf:Dmmunists enjoy the con-
Sl workers who enthusiasti-

Y elected them to ¢he leading
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bodies of the trade union organisa-
tions. Now the traitor Jouhaux de-
mands the expulsion of the Com-
munists from the trade unions.
“But the French workers will not
permit this. They know that thanks
to the work of the Communists,
the French trade unions in the last
three years have become organisa-
tions embracing many millions.

CZAR TRIED SAME THING—
AND FAILED

“It is well known that the Tsarist
government also attempted by un-
restrained terror, by sentences to
penal servitude and the gallows, to
destroy the Bolsheviks. « Tt is well
known that when the Bolshevik
Party immediately and without hesi-

tation raised the banner of deter-
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out by the autocracy against the best.
;‘:Iils of the wotl_dng class did not
p tsarism. Nor did the suppe
of the Menshevik t'rainots‘."w
CANNOT HIDE p
IMPERIALIST
WAR AIMS
“The fierce persecution, arrests
and terror against the advanced
workers, peasants and intellectuals
will not help the French bourgeoisie
either to hide from the people the
character and aims of the imperia-
list war it has undertaken, however
much the French imperialists at-
tempt to cover themselves with the
mask of defenders of democracy.

“A Party like that of the French
Bolsheviks may be disbanded, thous-
ands of French workers, soldiets

mined struggle against the first im- and intellacsnals! ama k=t

perialist war, the autocracy closed
down the only Bolshevik paper,
Pravda, and expelled and exiled the

and condemned for agitation against
the imperialist war, but it is impos-
sible to stop the indefatigable

Bolshevik = deputies in the Srate ceriggle for the French Comm B

Duma (Patliament).

“The Russian Mensheviks, like
their French brethren today, grov-
elled before the tsarist authorities
and in every way endorsed the ac-
tions of the government of Nicholas

II against the Russian Bolsheviks.

“Bur th brutal punishment meted  the French people.”

Party for the happiness of the
French people.

“This struggle will continue. And
chere is no doubt that it will be
crowned with success, for the cause
of the Communists is the cause of
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BOOK REVIEW

By Neville
= i

lain issued this book. It contains
the speeches made by him on the
subjects of War and Peace from the
time he became Prime Minister of
England, May 28, 1937, down to
April 3, 1939, a period of constant
crisis in international affairs. The
office that Mr. Chambetlain holds—
that of the real Head of the British
Empire—is certainly one of the most
Important and responsible in the
world. In his own words: “No
major point of policy can be decided

no real fateful step can be taker;
wifhour the assent of the Prime
Minister.” In M;. Chamberlain’s
hands, the Prime Minister’s power
has certainly not dwindled. Righcly
or wrongly, the general Impression

is that Mr. Chamberlain is more

nearly a dictator than one Is accus-

tomed to consider the English Prime

Minister to be—and

: this impressi
is not disturbed by these speccber

these speeches,

3 As is customary with politicians
in the capitalist sphere, Chamber-
tin takes care to present a carefy]
picture of fhilnself. We learn that
springs from a family of -
able tradesmen who werz faiﬂ?i:;
nent shoemakers (cord wainers) two
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"THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE"

Chamberlain
O'Day

SOME litle time before the pre- hundred years ago. Since then he
sent war Mr. Neville Chamber- says the Chamberlains have found

other ways of keeping body and soul
together. These other waps are not
revealed.

It would come as a great shock
to any uninformed person reading
these speeches to learn that these
other ways include—nay, are, mainly
armament manufacture. As a true
artist Mr, Chamberlain has correctly
felt that such a crude derail would
spoil the picture. He is a sober and
temperate man, we learn, sound in
mind and limb, blessed with a per-
fect wife. He never sought this or
any other office— and regards his
Present position not as a prize, but
45 an opportunity for service to be
used in the interests of ¢

he country
as a whole.

He is not a hypocrite for he does
1ot pretend to be an abstainer from
alcoh_ol or tobacco—nor does he do
a daily dozen before breakfast.

Frqm the days when he was a
com?cdlor in Birmingham, “he has
reahsed. that a man can’not have
everything his own way, and that
those who ger things done are those

wl;o are ready to work wich and for
others who are pre

& :
something themse] o g

ves in order that
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they may receive something in re-
turn. In dealing with foreign coun-
tries, we do not give ourselves a
chance unless we try to understand
their mentality, which is not always
the same as our own, and it really is
astonishing to contemplate how the
identically same facts are regarded
from two different angles.” T have
marked this last passage with quota-
tion marks. The reader, however,
must understand the statements in
this article, except those obviously
my own, are verbatim extracts from
the speeches.

The picture ig completed by find-
ing Mr. Chamberlain a firm believer
in individual liberty and democracy
—and a constant deplorer of the
waste of money in armaments as
such money could be put to far bet-
ter use “in the alleviation of suffer-
inf, the care of the old and the de-
velopment of the minds and bodies
of the young,” In fact, the thought
that the hard-won “savings of our
people should have to be dissipated
upon the construction of weapons of
war seems hateful and damnable to
him.”

Surely we must all feel that no
better yprime Minister could be
found. If such a man does mot
achieve Peace—Well Peace is not
for this world. O is it that anoth_er
Don Quixote or another Pecksniff
has appeared on earth?

This truly perfect gentleman (or
honest tradesman) then begins to
lead a country equally perfect w_hose
*“record in matters of intema:::onal
good faith is completely Flear. He
himself “was brought up in a house-
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hold where we were taught the im-
portance of telling the truth, even
though we got into trouble by do-
ing 50,” and so today “speaks plainly
what he believes to be true, and
doesn’t promise what he can’t per-
form.”

Before proceeding to Chamber-
lain’s political theory and practice
as displayed in his speeches, we
would draw attention to the marked
contrast already perceptible when
comparing him with the proletarian
leaders, Dimitrov, Lenin, Stalin and
Molotov. These latter do not seem
to deem it desirable to paint a pic-
ture, flattering or otherwise, of
themselves in their speeches any
more than, say, a chemist, physicist
or biologist does in his lectures on
his special subject.  Apparently
they rely more upon the content, the
actual analysis and the things done
or about to be done than on the ap-
pealing claim that being nice per-
sons they must naturally be right.

Extraotdinary, is it not, that they
discard such an ancient and honor-
able practice so well followed in our
days by Baldwin, Chamberlainlain,
Lyons and the Right Honorable R.
G. Menzies.

And, indeed, Mr. Chamberlain’s
theory and practice are based more
on his personal character (as de-
scribed by himself) than on any pro-
found analysis of world politics.
From the outset he frankly states
that things are perilously pfﬁsed,
the threat of war hanging like a
cloud over the world. Still this may
be removed, he feels, by ascertaining
any genuine grievances and remedy-
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ing them, by removing any mis
‘understandings and by re-arming
Great Britain so that her formid-
able strength may deter war makers.
‘Economics, he acknowledges, cannot
be entirely divorced from politics.
His re-armament operations (and
those of others) will maintain in-
dustry, notably in Birmingham—
his home town—till such time as
confidence in peace is established.
Once confidence in peace prevails,
enterprise' will be stimulated and in-
ternational trade replace armament
as a basis of economic maintenance
and advance. By war nio one gains,
all lose, and peace is the first require-
ment of the British Empire. His
heart is lightened by the face that
firstly the United States of America
will certainly never again be at war
with Britain and secondly that Rus-
sia is more an Asiatic than 4 Euro-
Pean power and therefore needs (for
three-quarters of his book) no con-
sideration.  France, Germany and
Ttaly provide his problems and it is
in his negotiations with these three
powers that the solutign will and
must be found. Ag fe gains some
personal acquaintance with Hitler
and Mussolini, his confidence visibly
grows.

The vast assumptions so lightly
and easily made are deemed 5o obyi.
ously true thae M. Chamberlain
neglects to provide any proof for
them. We gather from his speeches
that there are other ideologies in the
world, namely fascism and commuy.
nism. These are un-British (and he
- rightly disdairs discussion on these
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unseemly products of foreign men.
tality) .

History also is neglected, except
to remind us that Britain foughe
for liberty in the Great War and

will do so again if necessary.

Remedying grievances and remoy-
ing misunderstandings Mr. Cham.
berlain localises the Spanish War
with the non-Intervention Commie.
tee—and honorably accepts Musso-
lini’s assurance that, should the Re-
publican Government be defeared,
Ttaly will retire from Spain. Avoid-
ing war and believing Hitler, Cham.
betlain finds that Grear Britain can
honorably leave Austria to her fate,
Then  Czechoslovakia also, after
Runciman has done his best to find
a way out in the interests of all. The
Munich negotiations seem to crown
ah  honorable and distinguished
career.  Mr. Hitler declares that
Germany has no more territorial am-
bitions in BEurope and feels certain
that England and Germany  will
HEVEr 80 t0 war. Sparing a moment
of pity for the misfortune of the
Czechs, who could, Chamberlain
says, deny “that we have earned the
gratitude of the vy majority in the
world”? More, “if we can get rid
of suspicion, we shall al] be ready
to disarm together” and in his judg-
ment “politica] conditions in Europe
are now settling down to quieter
times,”

Pr:.;ueb?sa:h, H:;ief’s e ot
e gretted, but Nl_r. Cham-
c;:s?::x ;;L falms tI? subs.tltute dis-
later howev;-me‘h S e

s » the threar of force

15 made a¢ Bitmingham—,4 seven
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days after that threat, Poland re-
ceives a guarantee and negotiations
are commenced with Russia,

The rest we know. On the decla:
ration of war with Germany, Cham-
berlain said: “All my hopes, all the
things I have planned for years have
crashed in ruins.” We must suppose
that these hopes and plans mean
peace and confidence that restores
enterprise, etc.

Still an element of doubt enters.
Is it credible that the head of the
British Empire should be such a dear

COMMUNIST REVIEW

Page 37

old Christian gentleman (or trades-
man) with such a superficial senti-
mental view of world politics?

Was Lenin correct when he said
that the British bourgeoisie ruled by
deceit? Was Chamberlain really
hoping and planning for an ane-
Soviet war?

Anyway, read his book, You may
find an answer to this question. At
any rate, if you aspire to be a Men-
zies you will find there all the cues
and the necessary spiritual approach
on principles of eternal morality to
the higher politics.

VON CLAUSEWITZ AND HIS THEORY

Von Clausewitz (1780-1831) was regarded by Lenin as “one
of the greatest writers on the history of w,z_a.r.".
He entered the Prussian Army as Ensign in 1792 and served

in the campaign on the Rhine.

In 1801, at the age of 21, he

entered the military school in Berlin. His instructors were con-
siderably impressed by his brilliance. . ’
In 1806 he became aide-de-camp to Prince Augustus and in
the war against France was wounded and taken prisoner.
On his release and return to Prussia he was placed on the
staff of General Scharnhorst and played a leading role in re-

organising the army.

Shortly after this he was selected as Military Instructor to

the young Crown Prince,

From 1812 to 1815 he served, together with other high Prus-

si , in the Russian Army.

o Ionfﬁ fg?é }]1?3 returned to the Prussian Army and was elevated

to Major-General and Director oﬁ the Military School. . :
His writings, contained in nine volumes, were pubhsh'ed afi ]::r

his death in 1831. The best known and most famous of his works

ras the treatise “on War” in 3 volumes. ;
b %181'3 r\iork contains the ideas about Russia referred to by

illi in his article on page ‘.12' On page 158/9 of
“{yollltl:rari'1 glgsggirlg;ul, London, 1918 edition, we find the follow-

ings—

“The Russian Empire is no country which can be regularly

i i ion, at least
t is to say, which can be held in possession,
:::{ql;’;rfl?é tt!:):c;s of the, present States of Eu}'ope. e 'ees,
“Such a country can Ol}lséibe suil:guet;nbﬁ r:lt:r c::r;mw_eaknke s
ts of internal dissension.
:ﬂ?nzga:)}ll: ::Eie:ts in its political existence, the country must be

agitated to its very centre.”
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THE PEACE QUESTION

Lenin

WRITTEN IN AUGUST, 1915. FIRST PUBLISHED IN THE
MAGAZINE PROLETARSEAYA REVOLUTSIYA, NO. 5 (28), 1924,

THE question of peace as a pro- Hindenburg, and Nicholas the

gramme most agitating the So-
cialists, as well as the question of
peace conditions connected with the
former, interests everyone. One can
only be grateful to the paper, the

Berner Tagwacht, for attemprs

made in it to approach that ques-
tion, mot from the usual petty-
bourgeois national, but from a real
proletarian international point of
view. The editorial remark in No.
73 ("Craving for Peace”) to the
effect that the German Social-
Democrats who wish for peace must
break with the politics of the Junker
government, was excellent. Excel-
lent was also Comrade A.P.’s attack
(Nos. 73 and 75) on the “pompous
airs of powerless phrase-mongers”
who are attempting in vain to solye
the peace question from the petty-
bourgeois point of view.

Let us see how this question must
be approached by Socialists. The
Peace slogan can be advanced either
. connection with definite peace
conditions, or without any conditions
at all, as a desire, not for 4 definite
Peace, but for peace in general. It
is obvious that in the latcer case we
ha,v:e ?ﬂﬂ%gﬂ:'l l:}lat' is not only not
fm;.' » Ut that is entirely devoid

meaning al_ad ;:nse. Absolutely
¥ 15 10 favor of peace i
general, including I‘(itc:ht:ﬂm'l::e Joﬁrl:

Bloody, for every one of them wishes
to end the war. The trouble is that
every one of them advances imperi-
alist (ie., predatory in relation to
other peoples), oppressive peace con-
ditions for the benefit of “his” na-
tion. Slogans must be advanced in
order to make clear to the masses,
by means of propaganda and agita-
tion, the irreconcilable differences be-
tween Socialism and capitalism (im-
perialism) ; they must not be ad-
vanced in order to reconcile two hos-
tile classes and two hostile political
lines by means of a little word which
“unites” the most divergent things.
The further question is: Can one
unite the Socialists of the various
countries on certain conditions of
peace? If so, those conditions must
undoubtedly include the recognition
of the right of self-determination
for all nations; also, renunciation
of all “annexations,” i.e,, violations
of that right. Tf, however, this
right is recognised only as far as
some nations are concerned, then
you defend the privileges of certain
nations, ie., you are a nationalist
and imperialist, not a Socialist. If,
on the other hand, this right is recog-
nised for all nations, then you can-
not single out Belgium alone, for in-
stance; you must take qf/ oppresseci
peoples, both in Europe (the Irish
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in Britain, the Italians in Nice, the
Danes in Germany, fifty-seven per
cent. of Russia’s population, etc.)
and outside of Eurape, i.e., the colo-
nies. Comrade A. P. did well to re-
mind us of them. England, France
and Germany have a total popula-
tion of some one hundred and fifty
millions, whereas the populations
they oppress in the colonies amount
to over four hundred millions! The
essence of the imperialist war, ve..
the war waged for the interests of
the capitalists, consists not only in
the fact that the war is waged with
the aim of oppressing new nations,
or dividing the colonies, but also in
the fact that the war is waged pri-
marily by the foremost nations
which oppress a number of other
peoples, forming the majority of the
earth’s population.

The German Social-Democrats
who justify the seizure of Belgium
or reconcile themselves to it are, in
reality, not Social-Democrats, but
imperialists and natiomalists, since
they defend the “right” of the Ger-
man bourgeoisie (partly also of the
German workers) to oppress the
Belgians, the Alsatians, the Danes,
the Poles, the Negroes in Africa,
etc. They are not Socialists, bt_lt
satellites of the German bourgeoisie
aiding it to rob foreign nations. The
Belgian Socialists who demand the
liberation and indemnification of
Belgium alone are also in reality de-
fending a demand of the Belgian
bourgeoisie, which, is out to plunder
the 15,000,000 Congo population as
it did before, and to obtain conces-
sions and privileges in other coun-
tries, The Belgian bourgeoisie have
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invested abroad something like three
billion francs. To safeguard the
profits from those billions by means
of all sorts of fraud and tricky
machinations—this is the real “na-
tional” interest of “gallant Belgium.”
The same applies in a still greater
degree to Russia, England, France,
Japan.

It follows that if the demand for
the freedom of nations be not a lying
phrase covering up the imperialism
and nationalism of some individual
countries, it must be extended to all
people and to all colonies. Such de-
mand, however, is obviously mean-
ingless if not accompanied by a series
of revolutions in all the advanced
countries. Moreover, it cannot be
realised without a successful Social-
ist revolution.

In the face of such conditions,
can the Socialists remain indifferent
to the peace demand that is gaining
ground among even greater masses?
By no means. For the slogans of
the class-conscious vanguard of the
workers  (revolutionary  Social-
Democracy) are one thing, and the
elemental demands of the masses
quite another. The yearning for
peace is one of the most important
symptoms of an incipient disappoint-
ment in the bourgeois lie concern-
ing the war for “liberation,” con-
cerning the “defence of the father-
land,” and similar lies by which the
class of capitalists beguiles the mob.
This symptom must attract the
closest attention of the Socialist. All
efforts must be directed towards
utilising the sentiment of the masses
in favor of peace. But how shall it
be utilised? To accept the peace
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slogan per se, and to repeat it, would
be encouraging the “‘pompous air‘o.f
powerless (what is worse: hypacriti-
cal) phrase-mongers”; that would
mean deceiving the peopole with the
illusion that the present govern-
ments, the present ruling classes,
are capable, before they are “taught”
a lesson (or rather eliminated) by
a number of revolutions, of grant-
ing a peace even half way satisfac-
tory to democracy and the working
class. - Nothing is more harmful
than such a deception. ~ Nothing
throws more dust in the eyes of the
wotkezs, nothing imbues them with
a more deceptive idea about the ab-
sence of deep contradictions between
capitalism and Socialism, nothing
embellishes capitalist slavery more
than this deception. No, we must
utilise the slendmem in ' faver of
Peace to explain to the masses that
the benefits they expect from peace
cannot be obtained without a num-
ber of revolutions,

The end of wars, Peace among
p.eopl.es, cessation of pillaging and
violations are our ideal, to be sure
but only Bourgeois sophists can se.
duce thF masses with this ideal, while
Separating it from a direct and jm.
mediate preaching of reyo|
action. - The soil js tipe for such
preaching; to practice i one must
of:ly break away from the opporty.
nists, r:he allies of the urgeoisie
.WhO d!rectly (not stopping before
1t-1formmg the authorities) and
directly hamper revolutiouary wor{c-
3 'I:he seIf—detemination of na,.
tion’s :h_)g;an must also be coun,ccteci
?ﬂh'th‘ imperialist era of capita-
sm. . We are not for the statye

utionary
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quo, nor for the philistine Utopia
of shrinking away from great ways,
We are in favor of a revolutionary
struggle against imperialism, Le,
capitalism. Imperialism consists of
the striving of nations oppressing a
number of other nations to widen
and strengthen that oppression, to
redistribute the colonies. This is why
the question of self-determination
of nations pivots, in our times, on
the conduct of the Socialists of the
oppressing nations. A Socialist of
any of the oppressing nations (Eng-
land, France, Germany, Japan,
Russia; - the United States of
America, etc.) who does not recog-
nise and does not struggle for the
right of oppressed nations to self-
determination (ie., to the freedom
of separation) is, in reality, not a
Socialist but a chauvinist.

lOnly on this point of view fur-
nishes the basis for a non-hypocriti-
‘cal and consistent struggle against
imperialism, for the proletarian and
not the philistine approach to the
na.tional question of our times. Only
thfs point of view furnishes the
principle for a consistent struggle
against every kind of oppression of
hations; it eliminates mistrust among
the proletarians of the oppressing
an&.:l oppressed nations; it leads to a
united international struggle for a
Socialist  tevolution (e, for the
0'111}’ realisable regime of full na-
tmfi.al_ equality) and not to the
Philistine Utopia of freedom for all
lsil:ni{l states in general under capita-
. urf: e:ls ltahis point of view that is as-
Social-Dy our party, i., by those
emocrats of Russia who
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rally around the Central Commit-
tee. It is this point of view that was
assumed by Marx when he taught
the proletariat that “no people can
be free that oppresses other peoples.”
It is from this point of view that
Marx demanded the separation of
Ireland from England, having in
mind the interests of the movement
for freedom, not only of the Irish,
but particularly of the English
workers.

If the Socialists of England do
not recognise and fight for the right
of separation for Ireland, the
French for the Italian Nice, the
Germans for Alsace-Lorraine, the
Danish Schleswig, and for Poland,
the Russians for Poland, Finland,
the Ukraine, etc., the Poles for
the Ukraine, if all the Socialists of
the “great” powers, ie., the powers
that perpetrate great robberies, do
not defend this right as far as the
colonies are concerned, it is solely
because in fact they are imperializes,
not Socialists. It is ridiculous to
cherish illusions that people who do
not fight for “the right of self-
determination” for the oppressed na-
tions, while they themselves belong
to the oppressing nations, are cap-
able of practising Socialist politics.

Instead of leaving it to the by?o-
critical phrase-mongers to deceive
the people by phrases and promises
concerning a possible democratic
peace, the Socialists must explain to
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the masses the impossibility of a
more or less democratic peace out-
side of a number of revolutions and
revolutionary  struggle in  every
country against their respective gov-
ernments. Instead of allowing the
bourgeois politicians to fool the
peoples by phrases relative to the
freedom of nations, the Socialists
must explain to the masses of the
oppressing nations the hopelessness
of their liberation, while they aid
the oppression of other nations,
while they do not recognise and fight
for the right of those nations to self-
determination, ie., freedom of sepa-
ration. Here is a Socialist, not an
imperialist line of politics common
to all countries as regards the ques-
tion of peace and the national ques-
tion. This line, of course, is in most
cases incompatible with the laws
provided against high treason, but
neither is there a compatibility be-
tween those laws and the Basle reso-
lution so shamefully betrayed by
almost all the Socialists of the op-
pressing nations.

Here is a choice: for Socialism or
for submitting to the laws of Messrs.
Joffte and Hindenburg, for a revo-
lutionary struggle or for servility to
the bourgeoisie. There is no middle
course. The greatest harm is caused
the proletariat by the hypoeritical
(or stupid) authors of “middle

course” politics.
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SOVIET PURGE
Wm. Z. Foster

CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF THE U.S.A.

HEN the Communists of the
U.S.S.R. and other countries

stated that the purge of the Trotsky-
ite, Zinovievite, Bukharinite spies
and wreckers in the Soviet Union
during the years 1936-37 constituted
a major defeat for Hitler and the
other imperialists who were contem-
plating a military attack to over-
throw the Soviet government, many
liberals scoffed at this analysis. They
were shocked by the drastic elimina-
tion of these traitorous elements
from Soviet activity and declared
that the Sovier government, aban-
- doning its Socialist principles, was
butchering a legitimate opposition
and turning into a brutal tyranny.

Now, however, in the Soviet-
German non-aggression pact and the
tremendous events that are flowing
.from it, the decisive and constructive
importance of the role played by
the Soviet purge stands out so clearly
that only those wilfully blind politi-
cally can ignore it. Ever since the
foundation of the Soviet government
in October, 1917, the British and
French Tories have plotted, boldly
and unblushingly, for its overthrow,
sometimes one group and sometimes
the other taking the lead in the

growing international anti-Soviet

front. And when Hitler, the cham-
pion of German imperialism, scized
power in 1933, he immediately be-
gan to fit his course in with this anti-
Soviet orientation. Upon all occa-
sions he shouted his determination
to conquer the Ukraine and he even
talked of over-running the Soviet
Union as far east as the Urals; it
was Hitler also who launched the
great agitational campaign “to save
the world from Bolshevism” and
initiated the anti-Comintern pact be-
tween Germany, Japan and Italy, a
pact which was directed towards the

destruction of the Soviet govern-
ment,

The British and French reaction-
aries applauded all this and pro-
ceeded systematically to strengthen
Hitler’s hands through the appease-
ment policy that the world now

ows only too well. Thus, there
gradually more and more took shape
a great imperialist front of Ger-
many, England, France, Japan and
Italy, the central purpose of which
was eventually to destroy the Soviet
Union. The spearhead of this anti-

Soviet movement was fascist Ger-
many,

~ Hitler based his strategy upon the
ideas of von Klausewitz, the military
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strategist who held the theory that
¢he only way Russia could be de-
cisively defeated militarily was by
the attacker being assisted at the
same time by an organised revolt in-
side that country. With this con-
ception in mind, therefore, Hitler
and his Japanese allies bought up
the Trotskyites, Bukharinites and
other associated traitors. These ele-
ments were to strike their blow at
the Soviet leaders and government
simultaneously with the German and
Japanese military attack from with-
out. In return for surrendering the
Ukraine to Hitler and the maritime
provinces to Japan, these traitors
were to be placed at the head of 2
puppet Russian government sus-
tained by foreign fascist bayonets.
As this anti-Soviet conspiracy gradu-
ally ripened, England and France
encouraged Hitler from the back-
ground.

But the purge of 193637 com-
pletely upset this carefully thought-
out strategy of British-German-
Japanese-French imperialism by
wrecking the counter-revolum:mar?
organisation of Trotskyites, Zinovi-
evites, Bukharinites, etc., upon whom
Hitler was depending to stage a &
volt simultaneously with his attac
from without. Therefore, with hls
putsch forces inside the Soviet
Union destroyed, and in line Wf-t‘h
von Klausewitc's theory that Russia
could only be defeated with the hc_’fp
of internal revolt, Hitler had to give
up for the time being at least /]
long-projected and deeply-cherishe
military assault against the Suvl::l
Union. The purge thus block
Hitler’s march to the east and forced
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him to direct his attention elsewhere
for conquests,

The general consequence was that
the ranks of the imperialist powers
were split, their strategy thrown into
confusion and the mutual antago-
nisms among them enormously
sharpened. Their plan to attack
the Soviet Union through Hitler
was hopelessly disrupted. The Bri-
tish and French Tories, however,
did not accept the full consequences
of this situation as quickly as Hitler
did. They kept on trying, through
concessions, promises and threats, to
force Hitler to resume his drive to
the east against the Sovier Union.
They surrendered Czechoslovakia
and Austria to Hitler and they syste-
matically aided him in building up
his land, air and naval forces, all
with the aim of directing his aggres-
sion against the Soviet Union.

But Hitler refused to take the
path they wanted him to take,.bf-
cause, guided by von Klausewitz's
theory, he was convinced beforehand
that a German attack «:\d not
succeed in the face of 2 unitefi So—
viet people. Instead, Hitler, in his
campaigns of aggression, kept press-
ing more and more against Great
Britain and France and consequznl‘:l
getting into ever greater t

ith them.

Wlt';"l'le final result of this clash of
imperialist aims we now see in the
war between England and France
on the one side, and Germany on
the other. The imperialist wolves,
balked of their anticipated prey, the
Soviet Union, have turned about
and are devouring each other.

Hitler, stopped in the east by a




Soviet Union made immeasurably
stronger by its thorough-going
purge of traitors, was compelled to
sign the non-aggression pact. And
the aftermath of that pact shows by
the acid test of life itself that the
whole Sovier course of the purge
and the pact was correct. The pact
has smashed the fascist axis and
thereby dealt world fascism a heavy
defeat; it has stopped Hitler’s drive
to the east; seriously weakened Ger-
man, French and British impetial-
ism in the Balkans and the Baltic
and Japanese imperialism in the Far
East; it has also enormously
strengthened the strategic position
of the Sovier Union and raised its
prestige among the oppressed peoples
of Central and Eastern Europe, In
short, the Soviet-German pact,
which flowed from the defeat of
Hitler in the Soviet purge of 1936-
37, represents a great victory for the
forces of Socialism and peace.

Many intellectuals and liberals
did not understand the purge any
more than they now understand the
Soviet-German pact. Bu this is not
unusual on their part. It is one of
the striking facts of the Russian
Bevolul:ion that practically all the
tmportant steps taken forward, those
that were really decisive in the life
of: the revolution, have been widely
misunderstood by liberals and have
c:nly. come to be grasped in their full
zil;ﬁcafnc: Ifte';'b a  considerable
@pse of time. Thus, these le
Céﬁdtmggd the overthrow oI;mrhe
Kﬂﬁuky regime in October, 1917,
%augh the Passage of time has
dﬂ(‘y#ﬁm that without this the
must have failed com.
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pletely in Russia. They also repu.
diated the Brest-Litovsk Treaty in
1918 as a betrayal of democracy,
but now even conservatives admit
thar this treaty was a great strategi-
cal achievement by Lenin and thae
without it the revolution could not
have survived. Many liberals also
excoriated the New Economic Policy
of 1921 as an abandonment of So.
cialism and a surrender to capitalism,
but again they were completely
wrong. Today the NEP, like the
Brest-Litovsk Treaty, is understood
almost everywhere to have been an
indispensable measure for the up-
building of Socialism.

Now, like so many times in the
past, the liberal ranks again are all
hot and bothered over the Soviet-
German pact. Once more EVEry-
thing is lost. And these liberals, con-
fused by the breakdown of the world
capitalist system, are wandering in
a swamp of pessimism and chaos.
Eventually, many of them will
doubtless come to understand the
true significance of the pact and the
PUrge, even as they have got an ink-
ling of the real meaning of the over-
t%lrow of the Kerensky regime, the
signing of the Brese-Litovsk Treaty,
the establishment of the NEP and
many other measures which, in their
day, deeply alarmed and confused
them. ‘The course of the proletarian
revolution g unique and full of
many surprises, and by the time the
ll;!:;;:rlls catch up w?th the true sig-

thcance of the Soviet-Gertnan pact,
?ndOUBtedIY they will be then con-
‘:;’359_1 bg_ still more startling and

shaking developments  that

will give them ney, cases of jitters
and confusionism,
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KARL LIEBKNECHT

FROM A SERIES OF ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THE
“WORKERS’ WEEKLY” AUGUST—SEPTEMBER, 1934.
AUTHOR, EMILE BURNS.

January 16 is the 22nd anniversary of the death of Karl Liebknecht

who, together with Rosa Luxemburg,
of the German Social Democratic

was murdered at the instigation
Ebert-Scheidemann government

which betrayed the Revolution of 1918 and paved the way for the Hitler

dictatorship of today.

Liebknecht’s life and work, particularly his struggle against milit-
arism and the war of 1914-18 have many lessons for us today,

ARL LIEBKNECHT was

born on August 13, 1871. His
father, Wilhelm Liebknecht was
already a leading member of the
German and International Socialist
movement.

From his earliest years, therefore,
Karl Liebknecht was associated with
the Socialist movement. At the age
of eighteen he began to specialise
in law, and after qualifying as a
lawyer in 1893 he went through
military setvice in one of the Guards
regiments at Potsdam.

It was from this period that he
began to concentrate on the fight
against militarism which later be-
came his chief activity in the move-
ment,

R e

Karl Liebknecht—at first with
Bebel and Kautsky, later with
Rosa Luxemburg—fought against
the reformist tendencies within the
German Social Democratic Party
and in the Second International.

But he could not yet understand
the need to fight reformism to fhe
end: to make it an issue on which
to split the Party and to form a
revolutionary “Bolshevik” party:

Instead of this he remained a
“left” critic and even in August,
1914, hesitated to make an open
breach with the reformist leader-
ship.

Nevertheless, from 1900 onwards
Karl Liebnekcht was untiring in his
fight against militarism.

e S

In 1907 Liebknecht published a
book, “Militarism and  Anti-
Militarism,” which had considerable
influence within the Party.

This book raised sharply the
question of the impending imperial-
ist war and urged the need for anti-
militarist work.

Liebknecht's opposition ta war
was based on the class struggle. The
central theme of his analysis was
that colonial policy, the struggle for
matkets benefited only “capitalism,
the hereditary foe of the proletariat,”.
he tried to break down the glamor’
of war, and show its class basis.

“The proletariat knows that the
wars which are waged by rbe.nd‘ing
classes impose on it heavy fnm-ﬁ:_c
of life and property for wbr_ch it is.
rewarded with miserable pensions for
the disabled, funds in aid of veter-
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ans, street organs and kicks of all
kinds after it has done the work The
etariat knows that in every war
brutality and baseness are rampant
amongst the peoples participating in
it ,and culture is set back for years.
The proletariat knows that the
Fatherland, for which it must fight,
is not its fatherland, that in every
country it has only one real foe —
the capitalist class which oppresses
and exploits it.”
And Liebknecht fought militarism
not only because it meant war:
“Militarism is not only a means
of defence against the external
enenny; it has a4 second task, which
comes more and more to the fore
as class contradictions become more
marked and a proletarian class con-
sciotisness grows.
“Thus the outer form of milita-
rism and its inner nature take a
more definite shape: its task is to
uf:bold the prevailing order of so-
ciety, to prop up capitalism and all
reattion against the struggle of the
working class for freedom . .
‘Liel_)knecht’s main weakness was
!Hs fa_du.re to analyse, in relation to
’?‘Peﬂﬂhsm, the “patriotic” tenden.
cies within the Social Democratic
Party. !
be;;l‘:er:hh:le:sp,en f,le consistently
20 pportunists, the
open chaumts, the supporters of
German  imperialism  within - the
At the Bssz 5
hetacked Nosk e of iy
:g‘ﬂmﬁle fatherlan Raliniy cou:fr:eé
W',fm of “preparedness for de-

~ Two months later Liebkneche was
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sentenced to eighteen months’ jm.

prisonment in a fortress for writing

“Militarism and Anti-Militarism ”

Huge demonstrations took place
outside the court, and early in 1909,
when he was still in prison, he wag
elected a member of the Prussian
Diet. In 1912 he was first elected
to the Reichstag.

In 1913, Liebknecht made the his-
toric attack on the armament firm
of Krupps and the government. He
proved from documents that the
Krupp firm had its servants in every
State department, knew every State
secret, that it was steadily organis-
ing war propaganda, and at the
same time supplying both the Ger-
man State and rival States with huge
quantities of war material.

A R

His anti-militarist activities and
his fearless exposures of the govern-
ment and the banks and big indus-
try won Liebknecht the love and ad-
miration of the working class.

But the machine of the Social
Democratic Party was in the hands
of the “patriots” and Liebknecht
himself did not realise that when
gt‘he war actually broke out these
patriots” would use the Party
machine not only in support of the
government, in support of the war,
but against himself and every other
Social Democrat who remained an
International Socialist.

On the eve of the war Liebknecht
visited Paris to convey a message of
international solidarity to the French
workers. He had only just returned
to Germany when war was declared.
f‘\nd when he arrived at the meet-
ing of the Social Democratic Frac-
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tion of the Reichstag it was to hear
the leaders of the Party proposing
that the fraction should vote for the
war credits demanded by the Ger
man governments,

Leibknecht fought to the end
against these “patriots” but when
the vote was taken after three days’
discussion, the fraction decided by
78 votes to 14 to support the credits.

Liebknecht then tried to convince
the other thirteen members of the
minority that they must come out
openly against the majority decision
and vote against war credits
when they came wup in the
Reichstag. But they refused to do
this, arguing that it was necessary
to maintain the unity of the Party,
to submit to the discipline of the
majority of the fraction.

Liebknecht could not persuade
them that a break was necessary, and
finally decided not to vote against
the credits himself, but to start a
vigorous campaign against the war,
gradually building up an opposition
within the Social Democratic Party
organisation.

It was not until December, 1914,
that Liebknecht first voted against
the war credits, recognising that he
had made a mistake by not doing so
in August.

P

Liebknecht carried his opposition
into the local meetings of the Party,
and at the end of August he at:
tempted to organise mass meetings
under what he thought were still
"legal” slogans: “Against annexa-
tions!”: “For peace!”

But the Central Committee of
the Social Democratic Party con-
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demned his activities and the police
prohibited the meetings. P‘?

Liebknecht and his colleagues he-
gan to organise an underground ap-
paratus with bases in Holland, Den-
mark and Swn:zerland, from which
illegal papers and leaflets were
brought into Germany and distri-
buted among the workers. This
was the beginning of the movement
which by 1915 became known as the
Spana.cu.s movement.

A new session of the Reichstag
opened on December 2, 1914. Once
again the government was asking for
war credits. When the Social Demeo-
cratic Fraction met to determine its
policy Liebknecht led the fight
against voting for the credits.

When the vote was taken the
minority against voting for war
credits had risen to seventeen. But
Liebknecht’s sixteen comrades were
still under illusions of discipline and
“preserving the unity of the party,”
and, in spite of all his arguments
they refused to vote against credits
in the Reichstag. Liebknecht, how-
ever, now realised it was necessary
to act alone. When the vote was
taken in the Reichstag, therefore,
he voted against the credits, while
the other 110 members of the Frac-
tion voted for them.

The President of the Reichstag
refused to allow Liebknecht to
speak, and also refused to read the
written declaration he handed in, or
to allow it to be printed in the offi-
cial report. Liebkneche, however,
had the machinery ready and within
a few days the declaration wasf cir-
culating  illegally. Extracts from
the mft of this historfc document
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arc as under:

“The present war, which was not
willed by ke PEUPZC gf any one Of
the nations participating in it, is nod
being waged for the interests of the
German or any other people.

*This is an imperialist war, a war
for capitalist control of the world
market, for the political domination
of vast territories in order to give
scope to industrial and banking capi-
wal s

“It is also a bonapartist device
whose purpose is the disorganisatran
and dismemberment of ine rising
movement of the people . . . The
German slogan, ‘Against Tsarism,’
like the English and French slogan,
‘Against Militarism, aims at utilis-
ing the best instincts, the revolution-

ary traditions and hopes of the
peaples for purposes which are wv-
horent to humanity. . . .

“It is necessary to demand imme-
diate peace, a peace which will in-
jure no party to it; a peace without
annexation. It is necessary to wel-
come every effort directed to this
end.  Only the simultaneous en.
deavor of all who aim at such a
peace in every belligerent country
can end the bloodshed and prevent
the complete  exhaustion of the
peoples involved in ir. Only a peace
fouflded' on the international sof;.
darity of the working class and on
the freedom of all nations can pe
enduring.  The task of the prole.
tariat of all countries even now, dur-
ing the war, is the united Sociglict
struggle for peace”

'm'it :ls tru; that Ll'us declaration is
ear from the standpoine
tevolutionaty Marxism, PT?: slc::-c
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gans are limited to peace without
annexations. There is not, as Lenin
pointed out, the necessary conclusion
to the statement that it was an m-
peria].ist war, namely, the revoly.
tionary call to transform this im.
perialist war into civil war. But the
fact that Karl Liebknecht voted
against the war credits, against the

policy of the social patriots who led

the Social Democratic Party over to
the side of the class enemy was a
faet of tremendous importance. His
action aroused tremendous enthu-
siasm among the left elements in
the Party and his legal and under-
ground campaign against the war
tapidly extended and caused con-
siderable alarm to the authorities.
Wk g ok

In January, 1915, Liebknecht
made a speech at a Party meeting in
Neukalln, Berlin, which was aftee-
wards circulated illegally in pamph-
let form. In this speech he showed
a considerable advance on his Reich-
stag declaration; the title, “Class
War Against War,” indicated the
theme.

Early in February, 1915, he was
mobilised for the Army and notified
t.heft he must cease all political ac-
tvity except that connected with his
position as Reichstag deputy. On
February 18, Rosa Luxemburg was
arrested for her work with Lieb-
krllecht in the Spartacus movement.
I-:IP:b‘knecht continued his illegal ac-
tivities with all the greater energy,
and the Spartacus movement devel-
opeod niupidly,

n March i
Democratic Frif;ioi?l;, t[ile SO_Clal
o the Relclh-

g once'more had. to consider its
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attitude to the new war credits asked
for by the government, Liebknecht
once again fought like a lion against
the majority. By this time the
minority had increased to 23, but
only one other besides Liebknecht
voted against the credits in the
Reichstag; the others walked out be-
fore the vote was taken.
Liebknecht continued his anti-war
activity while on service. He sought
to rally the soldiers and workers
around the slogans: “Put an end to
the murder of the peoples!” “The

main enemy is in our own country.”
" ® =

On September 5, 1915, the first
international Socialist conference of
opponents of the war opened at
Zimmerwald. Liebknecht was on
service on the Russian front and
Rosa Luxemburg was in gaol.

Their supporters who were able
to attend the conference were fat
from having reached revolutionary
clearness in their views, some even
voting with the Centrests against
the theses put forward by Lenin.

Licbknecht and Luxemburg, how-
ever, sent letters to the conference.
Liebknecht’s letter showed the full
development of his - revolutionary
thought.

“Dear corgrades,” he wrote, “For-
give me for writing in paste. I am
a prisoner in the paws of the mili-
tarists. I am not able to come to
you. But with my whole beart, my
whole mind, my whole being, I am
with you.

"Two serious tasks confront yot.
The first is imposed on you by stern
duty. The second, by a sacred en-
thusiasm, a burning hope.
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“Judgement, merciless judgement
on those who have run away, on the
deserters, who have abandoned the
standard of the International in
Germany, England, France and
other countries! .

"But those who have remaimed
faithful to our standard, who bave
not given way one inch to imperial-
ism, who have made up their minds
to fight to the end, hesitating before
no sactifice—these can discuss with
each, other, encourage and inspire
each other for new battles. You will
be able to establish complete order
in the ranks of those who have de-
cided to stand with both feet on the
ground of International Socialism.

“Not civil peace but civil war! In-
ternational  proletarian  solidarity
against  pseudo-national,  pseudo-
patriotic - class-harmony.” | Inter-
national class war for peace. for the
Socialist revolution! . . .

“Proletarians of all lands unite
anew!”

On January 12, 1916, Karl Lieb-
knecht was formally expelled from
the Social Democratic Party and the
way was thus prepared for his atrest
by the government.

On April 18, Liebknecht attempt-
ed to speak in the Reichstag against
the war but was howled down. He
then decided to organise a great
demonstration on May 1, in Pots-
dam Square. Posters were printed
illegally bearing the words: “A‘ll o
the May Day Demonstration.
Leaflets were also distributed calling
on “All who are against the war” to
“Come to Potsdam Square on May
l.”
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On the evening of May 1, 1916, a
crowd of ten thousand workers as-
sembled in Potsdam Square, in spite
of the masses of foot and mounted
police surrounding it. At 8 o'clock
Liebknecht, in his soldier’s uniform,
appeared in the middle of the dem-
onstration and tried to speak, but
he was only able to shout “Down
with the war! Down with the gov
ernment!” before he was arrested.

After his arrest, his immunity as
a deputy was withdrawn and he was
sentenced to four years' imprison-
ment. In July, Rosa Luxemburg
was again imprisoned, and a few
weeks later Franz Mehring suffered
the same fate.

Fipdok, 4

The news of the March, 1917,
revolution in Russia reached both
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxem-
burg in prison, and they were still
1n prison when the November, 1917,
Revolution took place.

In the summer and eatly autumn
of 1918 the discontent of the Ger-
man workers was rapidly rising and
insistent demands for the release of
Liebknecht were made on the gov-
ernment,

On October 21, 1918, he was re-
leased from prison, having served
only half of his four years’ sentence,
Addressing the thousands of work-
ers who came to greet him, he spoke
of the revolution in Russia, of the
hope it gave to the international
proletariat, of the need for the Ger-
man workers to act quickly in theiz
own country,

-OnrNovember 9, 1918, Liebknecht
led 2" small group of sailors to the
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Berlin Palace, occupied it, and pro-
claimed the Revolution.

On November 11, the Berlin Sg-
viet of workers and soldiers’ deputies
met. The masses were still confused
and rejected Liebknecht’s urgings
that Ebert and Scheidemann be re.
moved from responsible posts.

The First All-German Congress
of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Dele-
gates met in Berlin on December
16, 1918. It was entirely in the
hands of the Social Democratic
leaders. Liebknecht and Luxemburg
were excluded from the Congress.

However, a deputation from the
masses of workers assembled out-
side Congress, forced its way inside
and put forward the Spartacus pro-
gramme of “All Power to the So-
viets.” Thanks to Ebert, Schiede-
mann and Hilferding this was re-
jected.

The Social Democrats, led by
Ebert, formed a new government,
and set about organising the counter-
revolution,

On the morning of January 15,
the “Vorwarts,” official organ of the
Social Democratic Party, published
a “poem,” practically calling for the
murder of Karl Liebknecht and
Rosa Luxemburg:

"Fz:ve hundred corpses in a row—
Liebknecht, Rosa, Radek & Co.,
Are they not there also?”

On the 16th, Karl Liebknecht and
'I!?qsa_ Luxemburg were discovered by
civil guards” and arrested. They
were taken to the Fotel Eden, which
was then occupied by the staff of the
Guards Cavalry Division.
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Under the pretext of taking them
to Moabit Prison, the officers put
the prisoners in two seperate closed
cars and drove away with several
officers in each car,

Before they drove away, however,
a trooper was ordered to strike each
of the prisoners on the head with
the butt of his rifle. They sank down
unconscious.

On the way. through the Tiergar-
ten the officers in the car with Lieb-
knecht drew their revolver and fired
several shots through his head and
chest; his body was then taken to
the offices of the zoological gardens,
as the “corpse of an unknown man.”
Rosa Luxemburg was murdered with
a shot through her temple; a stone
was then tied to her body and ir was
thrown into a canal; it was not

found until March.
®
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On the 17th, the official wireless
station of the Ebert-Schiedemann
government reported the death of
Liebknecht, stating, in anticipation
of the Hitler technique, that he had
been “shot while attempting to es-
cape,” oo HeR

Liebknecht was a giant among
pigmies. He fought consistently for
international Socialism, for the
wotld revolution, and he died at
the hands of the class enemies of
the proletariat.

In spite of his theoretical weak-
nesses, which Lenin criticised, he re-
mains one of the heroes and martyrs
of the international revolutionary
movement, whose life and work has
many valuable lessons for us today
in the midst of the second imperial-

ist war and the new rise of the revo-
lution.

PEARL OF THE ORIENT

John

Fisher

“"CEYLON! The island shaped like a great pearl; the land of opales-

cent light and of deep fo.re:t,
luscious paddy-fields and giant pa

it has been the Kingdom of mighty

»

Empires. . .
SO said my guide-book, issued

gratis by the Orient Co. as the
liner Orford moved to its moorings
in the harbor of Colombo. Though
The Times, of London, had stated
that half a million of Ceylon’s five
million people were still badly

of high mountains and great valleys, of
tnas. A fairy place of legend and stor,

Kings and the Colony of great

affected by the recent malaria eP_i-
demic, we were all anxious to visit
this beautiful island, pearl of the
Orient—the land where, as a great
churchman and writer of hymns has

set on record, ‘‘every prospect
pleases. . . .7
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Butr Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe,
solitary Socialist membet of the Cey-
Jon State Council, was not so much
concerned with the pleasantness of
the prospects, as with the vileness of
the men who marred it.

One of these men, in the guise of

a harbor policeman, had unwittingly

put me on the trail of the DoctD‘r.

It was March, 1935. Egon Erwin

Kisch, Czechoslovak author had

toured Australia to point the danger

of Hitlerism—the Nazi threat to

Czechoslovakia and other countries.

The Lyons-Menzies Government
had branded this as the worst type
of subversive and Bolshevik propa-
ganda, and had used every legal and
illegal means at their disposal to
gaol and deport him. Kisch had
won through, and was wending his
way triumphantly homeward. ‘With
true-blue sportsmanship, he was re-
fused permission to land at Col-
ombo. He did me the honor of ask-
ing me to do what I could about it.

All toads, for those in confine-
ment on the sea, seemed to lead to
Dr. Wickremasinghe. After a few
hours spent in finding him, and get-
ting back on to the ship, and argu-
ing with the harbor police, it was
agreed on all sides thar it would
save a lot of trouble if Kisch were
allowed ashore.

In the course of all this, we learnt
a good deal about Ceylon from one
of its most patriotic citizens.

The' peoples of Ceylon, ‘the Doc-
ton said, realised that they had an
important part to play in the scheme
of Empire defence, as a base for the
British India squadron. Bur, he
added, with gloomy humor, those
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white men with their all-important
investments in the island had failed
to realise the great truth that rice
and other foods, though less profic-
able to cultivate than rubber or tea,
were more digestible and sustaining
for the native stomach—and more
capablc of preventing the widespread
malnutrition that opened the door
to malaria.

“A drought in the island left a
network of shallow pools and stag-
nant water, to breed the anopheles
mosquito,” he said, “For economy’s
sake, the pools were not sprayed.
Badly under-nourished, half a mil-
lion peaple were too weak to resist
the scourge of malaria: Whole vil-
lages were wiped out because no re-
lief came. . . .

“The plight of our children is ter-
tible, terrible. The infant mortality
in what you call the good old days
—that is, before the epidemic—was
157 per thousand, with hook-worm
and  round-worm competing with
malaria as our best baby-killer. The
maternal mortality was over 200 per
thousand. So you can see that our
people were not in a good condition
to stand up against an epidemic. . . .

“There are exactly 811 qualified
doctors in the whole of Ceylon. This
works out at one for every 6000 in-
habitants. But, as the 9000 white
people enjoy a better average than
this, the average for our people is
somewhat smaller. And, unfortu-
nately, there is a great deal of unem-
ployment among these 811 doctors,
because so few people have money
to pay for their services. They find
it cheaper to die.”

The Doctor spoke bitterly. = A
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olim handsome  figure in native
robes, he showed signs of the malaria
that had laid him low while Worlcing
in the stricken villages. As we drove
in his car towards one of the bush
hospitals hastily improvised unger
his care, he gave further statistics to
show how this part of the Empire
had been ruled.

“Between 30 and 38 per cent. of
children in  the comparatively
healthy Colombo and coastal dis-
tricts,” he said, “show definite dis-
eases due to malnutrition. London
experts tell me that this indicates
that at least 90 per cent. malnutri-
tion exists in these areas. ...”

We were speeding along jungle
roads lined with tall graceful palms
like cathedral arches. And my
guide-book told me, “perhaps, for
many, the greatest pleasure of dll in
Ceylon will be found in the road-
side scenes, where glimpses are
caught of the everyday life of the
people.  The cadjan huts with the
housewife cooking the rice; beauti-
ful golden-hued babies being tub-
bed in a basin; a wedding house
decorated with fine blooms. . . "

A living skeleton in rags, clutch-
ing a shivering bundle to her hide-
ous breasts, glared at us from the
roadside as we hurtled past, and I
was glad to tumn aside again to the
Doctor and his gloomy statistics.

“Take, for example,” he was say-
ing to Kisch, who was putting 1t
down in jerky shorthand, with an
overworked pencil-stub, “the case of
a typical ‘well-placed’ government
employee, Mrs. A, Podinona, widow
with five children, employed at the
General Hospital in Colombo as an
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experienced attendant. This lucky
woman gets a mﬁ]’, sa].a.ry of 19
rupees or a little less—about 30/- in
Er_lgl""h money. She pays half of
this in rent for a tenement conssst
ing of one room and a kitchen, and
the rest she spends in bringing up
her family—when she gets time. She
starts work at 6.30 a.m., and works
12 hours a day seven days a week.
About once a month, if lucky, she
gets a Sunday off, and she is entitled
to 14 days’ sick pay. But she repre-
sents the aristocracy of labor; she is
a government employee. And the
government, some of the planters will
tell you, are a gang of professional
philantropists. = Daily-paid workers
in private industry are not treated
so handsomely. . .”

*. .. a village procession going to
a neighboring temple, the women
carrying flowers, the children hold-
ing banners, and a few tom-toms
beating; devil dancers performing
the rites for some afflicted person;
a young bridegroom and bis bride,
off to wisit friends, and dressed in
all their finery, the admiration of
the whole village. . . .~

But the Ceylon of the guide-book
pipe-dream is dispelled by the voice
of the Doctor, who speaks bitterly
of tens of thousands of children,
British subjects one and all, sold into
“adoption” and virtual slavery to
families of higher caste; thousands
of girls, inarticulate and suffering
from the same grinding poverty that
afflicts the desperate parents of the
hapless slave-children—abducted te
61l the city brothels under the eyes
of high officials. . . .
(To be Concluded Next Month.)
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THE REAL ISSUE OF THE WAR
R. Dixon

ON September 3, 1939, Australia
became a participant in the
imperialist war that had broken out
in Europe. The government made
no pretence at consulting the Aus-
ralian people before taking this ter-
rible decision. Mr. Menzies, al-
though insecure in his position a3
Prime Minister, declared war on
Germany after the announcement
of the British declaration of war.

The governments of Britain,
South Africa, Canada, etc., did con-
cult Parliament, if not the people,
before declaring war. Not so M.
Menzies. Like Hitler he made the
decision himself, or with the small
cotetie surrounding him. Parliament
was convened on September 6, three
days later, and fronted with a fait
accompli. And yet we are blandly
informed that this is a war for de-
mocracy against  fascism!  Well
might we ask: Where is the demo-
cracy?

Mr. Menzies claims that legally

- Australia was at war with Germany

from the moment Britain declared
war.

The law can always be relied upon
to supply arguments to justify the
infamous and reactionary aims of
th'e capitalist class, especially when
slick lawyers have anything to do
with it.

I:“haﬁl.m:m:n:dingbeuu‘:I":[\tlt'. Menzies Aus-
t can agged, willy-nilly,
hlhmd the predatory aims and poli-
cies of the British Conservatives.

Those who know British history
know that it is crowded with wars
of conquest which are abhorrent to
us.
And is this war any differenc?

Is there any justification for Aus.
tralian paticipation in this war?

Before going on to answer that
question, it might be as well to draw
attention to one aspect of the last
war.

Everyone knows that the last war
brought practically every country
participating in it to the verge of
bankruptcy and has left a burden
of debt which persists to this day.
But, strange as it may seem, in spite
of this enormous debt and seeming
impoverishment  every capitalist
country produced a new crop of mil-
lionaires.  Poverty and distress
spread to 99 per cent. of the people
but 1 per cent. thrived on the wat
as they had never thrived before.
And that 1 per cent. has continued
to thrive, for the payments off the
so-called debt of the last war are
still flowing into their pockets.

We were told that the last war
was waged to “make the world safe
for democracy,” that it was a “wat
to end war,” to “defend the rights
of small nations’ and ro “make the
world fit for hetoes to live in,” etc.

This present wat is being waged
under slogans somewhat similar to
the last slogans which hide the real
character of the war.
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The fact is that this war is a re-
actionary imperialist war, a war be-
ing waged by the great imperialist
powers, Britain, France and Ger-
many, for markets, sources of raw
materials and for colonies,

The British capitalist class enslave
480,000,000 peoples in the colonies,
the French capitalists 70,000,000.
Today they are waging war against
German imperialism, to maintain
their world domination and their
right to go on exploiting and oppres-
sing the colonial peoples in India,
Africa and other parts of the world.

In order to understand the down-
right reactionary character of the
war some consideration of the race
of the great financial interests and
munitions manufacturers 1is neces-
sary.

The war of 1914-18 provided an
international sensation when it was
revealed that British, Australian and
French soldiers had been shot down
by guns and shells provided by Bri-
tish and French armaments firms.
Supplying their own country was
not sufficiently profitable for the
munitions manufacturer.

Since the last war there has been
a very far-reaching linking up, of
internationalisation, of the great
armament firms and the British and
French capitalists have considerable
fhance invested' in. the jGElmar
munitions industry. More than this.
The British financiers, the richest
and most unscrupulous in the world,
backed German rearmament
they provided the credit and the
finance which made Hitler’s vast
war machine possible.
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The British imperialists  were
planning for a war between German
Fascism and Soviet Russia—hence
their support for Hitler. Germany,
it should be understood, was on the
verge of bankruptcy and would
have been quite unable to re-
militarise without British help.

In the October number of the
English “Labor Monthly” R. Palme
Dutt gives some interesting figures
on the exports of taw materials from
Britain and France to Germany, raw
materials from which munitions are
manufactured, and for which the
British bankers provided credit. He
showed that in the year 1938 Ger-
many received from the British and
French Empires: 26 per cent. of her
supplies of iron ore, 33 per cent. of
lead, 50 per cent. of chromium, 62
per cent. of copper, 61 per cent. of
manganese, 94 et cent. of nickel, 60
per cent. of zinc and 52 per cent. of
rubber.

eyWithout those supplies,” wrote
Dutt, “Germany could not have
made war.”

Right up to within two days of
the Nazi invasion of Poland, British
frms were supplying war materials
to Germany. The nearer the ap-
proach to war, the more feverishly
did the Germans buy and the British
capitalists supply-

On August 19, thirteen days be-
fore the outbreak of war, the Lon-
don paper, “MNews Chronicle”
wrote:

“Huge German orders for rub-
ber and copper were executed in
London yesterday regardless of cost.
The buying of nearly 3000 tons of
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copper sent the price rocketing 18/9
10 £44/18/9 a ton.”

The soldiers of Britain and
France are going to be mown down
in this war in far greater numbers
than in the last war by war materials
supplied by British and French capi-
calists. And the British and Aus-
cralian ruling classes, especially the
super-patriots engaged in the very
profitable production of war muni-
tions, demand that workers shall be-
come soldiers and sacrifice their lives
in the sacred cause of profitmaking
at 2/- per day in Britain and 5/- in
Australia. At the time of writing
the Menzies Government is bitterly
resisting proposals that the allow-
ance to soldiers (5/- per day, 3/
for wife, 1/- for each child), which
is absurdly inadequate, should be
raised.

The lot of the workers in the fac-
tories is little better than that of the
soldiers and their families, especially
in Europe. Whether in Germany
or the allied countries the most bru-
tal exploitation and oppression has
accompanied the war. Let us first
take Germany.

Recently a special correspondent
of the “New Yotk Times” in Essen,
described the conditions of the Ger-
man workers in the Ruhr industries
as follows:

“The standard eight-hour day has
been extended to 10 hours and in
some occupations, to 12 or 14 hours.
Simultaneously production  costs
have been lowered by substantial
wage cuts. . . . Overtime bonuses

:::- paif'i, ‘vacations have been
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And what of the workers in the
allied countries?

In France, the 40-hour week has
been abolished; in the factories a
ten and twelve-hour day prevails and
in some occupations a 15-hour day.
In addition to this the French work-
ers have lost their democratic rights
and are subjected to the brutal role
of a military dictatorship.

In Britain and Australia the capi-
talists have not dared to go as far as
in Germany and France. As a re-
sult of the depredations of profi-
teers and the so-called governmental
control of prices to “check profiteer-
ing,” a control which has proved
merely a blind to officially sanction
price increases, there has been, since
the beginning of the war, an all
round rise in prices, and a conse-
quent lowering of the real wages of
the workers.

Thus, from whatever angle one
may look at this war it becomes ever
more apparent that the great finan-
cial interests have everything to gain
for the war will make them richer
and more dominant than ever. On
the other hand the working class,
the farmers and the middle class,
the vast majority of the population,
have everything to lose from the war,
inasmuch as they will provide the
cannon fodder and in the factories
and fields will be more brutally ex-

ploited and oppressed by the capi-
talist class.

It is, therefore, true to say that
this is a war between the ruling
classes of Germa,ny and the a“led
powers to determine which group of
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imperialist slave drivers are to domi-
nate the world.

A victory for either side in this
war, the British and French no less
than the German imperialists, will
only result in the more complete en-
slavement of the working class than
ever before.

To this war the working class can
only have one attitude—that of reso-
lute determination to seize upon
every opportunity to hasten the over-
throw of the capitalist system and
the establishment of Socialism.

The war of 1914-18 saw the estab-
lishment of working-class rule over
one-sixth of the earth’s surface.

The present war had not been in
progress a month before Soviet
Russia snatched 13 million former
Soviet citizens of Fastern Poland
from the greedy maw of capitalism.
As T write the capitalists of the
whole world are furiously attacking
Soviet Russia for the measures it is
employing to deal with the Finnish
capitalists who are notorious for
their brutal treatment of the work-
ing class of Finland.

The fact of the matter is that
Soviet Russia is unhesitatingly ad-
vancing the cause of socialism
throughout the world much to the
horror of the capitalists. '

The distress of the capitalists is
only equalled by that of GereLs
Labor Party leaders and reformist
trade union officials. These well
paid flunkeys of imperialism are do-
ing all in their power to spread hat-
red of Soviet Russia and to win tl'l.e
working class to support the imperi-
alist war.
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o Biain the Sie Walter G
rines, anid Greenwoods, in
France the Jouhoux and Blums have
come out ummdly on the side
of their own imperialists in the war.
In France it was Blum who most bit-
terly denounced the Communists
and provided Daladier with the ex-
cuse to declare the Communist Party
illegal and gaol thousands of its
leaders.

In Australia the Langs, Caldwells,
Forgan Smiths and others, all of
whom support the war are demand-
ing that the government should sup-
press the Communist Party. The
betrayal of the working class by cer-
tain of the Labor Party leaders and
reformist trade union officials is as
complete and far-reaching as during

the last war.

On Moday, November 20, Mr.
Curtin, Federal Labor Party leader,
in a speech in the Town Hall, Syd-
ney, on the war, said:

“Australian Labor was unequive-
cably behind Britain in her struggle
for the preservation of the British
Commonwealth of Natdons.” The
use of the deceptive phrase “British
Commonwealth of Nations” is an
attempt to mislead the working class.
The fact is that this British Empire
is a slave pen for 480,000,000 colo-
nial peoples.

Ag:rtp from this, however, is the
declaration of “unequivocal support”
for British imperialism. The muni-
tions manufacturers, the big finan-
ciers could ask for nothing better
from the reformist leaders. In t!xe
same speech Mr. Curtin also dis-
closed the readiness of the Labor
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Party to co-operate with che Men-
sies Government in the prosecution
of the war. He said: “While Labor
was prepared to co-operate with the
present government to bring the war
to a successful termination, it would
jealously guard the liberties of the
Australian people.” In connection
with his latter point, he failed to
mention, of course, that leading
members of his own party are the
loudest in demanding the suppres-
sion of the Communist Party.

After stating Labor’s war policy
Mr. Curtin appealed for unity in
the labor movement.

Briefly, the position of Curtin is
as follows: To wholeheartedly sup-
port the British imperialists in the
war and co-operate with the Men-
zies Government to help “bring the
war to a successful termination.”

This is a policy of betrayal of
the working class. Nevertheless,
Curtin unhesitatingly demands that
the working class unite its forces on
the basis of this policy.

On October 19, in an article in
the .“Daﬂ!’ News,” Mr. Curtin re-
ferring to the last war, wrote:

L_ab" movements, disintegrated
d‘_'m‘_g the war, were not equal to
L d_le peace for the workers.”

Why did they disintegrate? Be.
?U‘I‘e t‘l“’ le-'idﬂ's.i)f Labor treacher-

usly lined up with their own capi-

g ] w
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talise class in the prosecution of the
war. The split in the ranks of the
working class during the last war
arose directly out of the reactionary
policy of the Labor imperialists. The
Curtins, Langs and Forgan Smiths
are doing the same in this war —
betraying the cause of the working
class and splitting its ranks.

The issues before the working class
today are:

For the imperialist war or against
it; for capitalism or socialism.

It would seem that even the word
“Socialism” has been eliminated
from Mr. Curtin’s vocabulary. And
like other cheap flunkeys of capita-
lism, he has joined in the chorus
of hate against Soviet Russia. How
completely are the Labor Party and
reformist traitors united with the
capitalists against Soviet Russia and
Socialism!

In spite of the mistakes that were
made in the first days of the war,
the working-class movement is now
rapidly swinging into action against
the imperialists, is taking a stand
against the war.

This process is creating panic in
the ranks of the labor warmongers.
It spells annihilation for them.
Working class unity must be estab-
lished on the basis of opposing the
war and fighting against the capi-
talist class.
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THE LIFE OF STALIN

December 20, 1939, was the 60th Birthday of comrade Stalin, the great

leader of the international labor movement.

For the people of the Soviet

Union and the toilers of all lands this was a day of great rejoicing. Fervent
greetings were sent to Stalin from all quarters of the U.S.S.R. and from
every part of the world. Passages from the life story of this outstanding

character are related in this article,

li,

Introduction

OSEPH Vissarionovich Stalin
(Djugashvili),  Georgian = by

nationality, was born in 1879, in the
town of Gori, Tiflis Province. His
father, of peasant origin from the
Didi-Lilo Village, Tiflis Province,
was a worker in the Adelkhanov
boot factory in Tiflis.

In 1893, Stalin finished the Gori
Church School, and in the same
year entered the Tiflis Orthodox
Theological College. The College
at that time was a hotbed of all
kinds of liberal ideas among the
youth of Tiflis, both Narodnik-
nationalist and Marxist-internation-
alist. The College swarmed with
_study circles of all kinds. In 1.897
Stalin began to lead a Marxist circle
in the College. In the same year
he established contact with illeg.al
Social-Democratic organisations 1t
Tiflis, was given illegal literature,
took part in illegal workers’ meet
ings in the Tiflis railway workshops
etc.
Tn 1898, Stalin formally joined
the Tiflis branch of the Russian
Social-Democratic Labour Party- {\‘
that time he conducted prﬂpag‘nd”t

work in workers' circles in the rail-

way and workshop centres of Tiflis.
In the College, where spies were
well organised on the look-out for
“suspicious characters,” Stalin soon
became suspected of illegal work,
and expelled from the College as
“politically undesirable.”

The years 1899-1900 were spent
by Stalin in intense propaganda
work in workers’ circles. In 1900,
the Tiflis Committee of the Rus-
sian Social Democratic Labour
Party was founded. Stalin became
a member of the Tiflis committee
and one of its prominent leaders.
At that time the working-class
movement in Tiflis was beginning
to break through the old framework
of purely propagandist work, con-
ducted with the help only of the
“more prominent” of the workers.
Agitation among the masses on cut-
rent events, through leaflets, pam-
phlets and political demonstrations
against Tsarism, became the order
of the day. Thete was much argu-
ment between the “old guard,” sup-
porters of the old methads of purely
propagandist work, and the :yﬁung,
generation,” SUPDOEtErs of - street’
agitation. ~ Stalin was with the
“young generation.” Here it is
worth while mentioning in passing,




the p’oﬁlﬂl ¢ role played by Com-
rade ‘Kurnatovsky, a close assist-
ant of Lenin and the first promoter
of Leninist ideas in Trans-Caucasia,
in the introduction of new working
methods for old, and also in con-
nection with the revolutionary edu-
cation of Comrade Stalin.

A wave of economic strikes
throughout Tiflis in 1900-1901 and
the famous political demonstrations
in May in the centre of Tiflis, re-
sulted in the break-up of the Tiflis
Committee. The raid on Stalin’s
rooms in 1901, and the knowledge
that a warrant was out for his ar-
rest, forced him to go into hiding.
From this time onwards Stalin be-
came a professional “underground”
revolutionary worker, and remained
on underground work right up to
the February Revolution in 1917,
working under various revolution-
ary nicknames: “David,” “Koba,”
*Nizheradze,” “Chizhikov,” “Tvano-
vich,” “Stalin.”

Towards the end of 1901, Stalin
moved to Batum, formed there the
Batum Committee of the R.S.D.L.P,,
led the strikes in the Rothschild and
Mantashev workshops, and orga-
nised the famous political workers’
demonstrations in February, 1902.
In March 1902, Stalin was arrested
in Batum, imptisoned till the end
of 1903, and then exiled for three
years to the Novaia Uda village,
Balagansk District, Irkutsk pro-
vince, Eastern Siberia.

A month after arriving at his
destination (January 1904) Stalin
escaped from exile, returned to Tif-
lis, and began to work as a member
of the Trans-Caucasian organisa-
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tion then known as the Trans-Cau-
casion Unity Committee. During
the period 1904-1905, Stalin con-
centrated his whole work on the re-
lentless struggle against Menshe-
vism.

Gtalin made a systematic tour of
various parts of Trans-Caucasia
(Batum, Chiatura, Kutais, Tiflis,
Baku), catrying on a campaign
both orally and in the press against
the Mensheviks, Social Revolutiona-
ties, anarchists and Georgian-
nationalists. As early as 1903, while
in prison, hearing from comrades
arriving from the Second Party
Congress of the serious differences
between Bolsheviks and Mensheviks,
Stalin had taken a firm stand on
the side of the Bolsheviks. On his
return from exile, when the struggle
between Mensheviks and Bolsheviks
became more violent, Stalin took his
stand at the head of the Trans-
Caucasian Bolsheviks, took charge
of the Bolshevik illegal organ “Pro-
letarian Struggle” (1905), and took
a most active part in the organisa-
tional wotk for the Third Bolshevik
Congress. The ‘“October Mani-

festo” in 1905 found Stalin in Tif-

lis in the thick of the struggle for
Bolshevik  revolutionary slogans.
Stalin’s pamphlet, “Briefly Concern-
ing Party Differences,” written in
Georgian, belongs to this period.
At the end of 1905, Stalin went as
delegare from the Trans-Caucasian
Bolsheviks to the All-Russian Bol-
shevik Conference in Tammerfors
(Finland), where he first came into
direct contact with Lenin,

The year 1906 saw the complete
destruction of the 1905 revolution;
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it was the period of elections to the
¢new” Duma and preparations for
The Stockholm Party Congress.
The Bolsheviks were for boy-
cotting the Duma. The struggle
between Bolsheviks and Menshe-
viks flared up with renewed ardour.
Anarcho-syndicalist  elements  ap-
peared on the scene. They made
most noise in Tiflis. Stalin worked
in the very heart of the struggle
against all these anti-proletarian
tendencies in Trans-Caucasia. The
legal Bolshevik daily newspaper
“Deo”  (“Times”) was issued in
Tiflis at this petiod under Stalin’s
guidance. To this period also be-
longs a series of substantial articles
by Stalin in the Georgian language
on “Anarchism and Socialism.” At
the Stockholm Congress (1906)
Stalin figured as a delegate from
the Bolshevik section of the Tiflis
organisation, and used the assumed
name “Ivanovich.”

With the year 1907 begins the
Baku period of Sralin’s revolution-
ary activities. Returning from the
London Party Congtess, £©0 which
he had gone as delegate from the
Bolshevik section of the Tiflis or-
ganisation, Stalin left Tiflis and
settled down in Baku, where he
worked feverishly to rally the Baku
organisation around the slogans ©
the London Party Congress. Hef‘e
Stalin directed the illegal Bolshgvﬁ:
organ “Baku Worker,” organise
successfully* the seruggle f© drive
out the Mensheviks from the wmk.'
ers’ districts of Baku (Balakhanl{
Bibi Eibat, Ghernyi Gorod, Belyi
Gorod), led a big campaign for €
conclusion of a collective ageeement
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between the workers ,5# ol
magnates, and ﬁﬂ&ﬂy”’;@&nﬁi* i
complete victory for Bolshevism in
the ranks of the Baku organisation.
Since then Baku has been a citadel
of Bolshevism.

In March, 1908, Stalin was ar-
rested and, after eight months’ im-
prisonment, exiled for three years
to Solvychegodsk, Vologad pro-
vince. A few months later he es-
caped and returned to Baku on ille-
gal work.

In 1910 Stalin was again arrested
and, after a few months in gaol,
was exiled back to Solvychegodsk.

In 1911, Stalin again escaped
from exile and by instruction of the
Central Committee settled down in
Petrograd. From that moment be-
gan the Petrograd period of Stalin’s
revolutionary activities. But not for
long was Stalin ro work in Petro-
grad. Once more he was arrested
and returned to exile in Vologda.

At the end of 1911 he again es-
caped and returned to Petrograd
where he carried on leading work
in the Petrograd illegal organisation.
In 1912, he became a member of
¢he  Party Central Committee,
elecred in his absence at the famous
Prague Party Conference. ~ Stalin
toured the most important parts of
Russia for the party, worked in pre-
paration for the annual May Daz
demonstrations, edited the “Zvyesda
during the Lena strike days, and
took a leading part in the wotk of
founding the “Prav g

In Apeil 1912, Stalin was again
arrested and after a few months in
gaol was exiled to Narym for four
years. In ¢he summer of the same
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year Stalin escaped to Petrograd,
thereafter went to join Lenin in Cra-
cow, took part in the well-known
Cracow Bolshevik Conference to-
wards the end of 1912, and re-
tutned again to Petrograd, where
he took charge of the Bolshevik sec-
don of the Social Democratic' frac-
tion in the Duma, and directed the
publication of the Bolshevik organs:
“Zyvesda” and “Pravda.” To this
period belongs Stalin’s pamphlet:
“Marxism and the National Ques-
tion.”

In the spring of 1913 Stalin was
again arrested and after a few
months exiled to Turuhansk.

The years 1913-1916 Stalin spent
in exile in Kureika village, Turu-
hansk.

After the 1917 February revolu-
tion, Stalin returned to Petrograd
and participated in leading party
work as a member of the Central
Committee. At the April All-
Russian Conference of Bolsheviks,
when two tendencies were found to
exist in the party, Stalin strongly
defended the position of Lenin. In
May, 1917, after the Conference, a
Political Bureau of the Central
Committee was formed, of which
Stalin was elected a member. Since
thcnl, and up to the present day,
Stalin has remained a member of
the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee. During the prepara.
tions for the November insurrection
Stalin worked in complete unison
with Lenin. During the Korniloy
days, during the Democratic Cop.
ference and Preliminary  Parlia.
ment, during the direct organisation
of the insurrection in November
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1917, and finally, during the fierce
arguments concerning the organisa-
don of a “homogeneous All
Socialist Government” on the day
after the Revolution—during all
these periods of preparation for and
consolidation of MNovember, when
the vacillations of a section of the
party (Kamenev, Zinoviev) threat-
ened to smash the revolution, Stalin
remained the constant closest assist-
ant and adherent of Lenin. During
the period after the July demonstra-
tions right up to October, when
Lenin was in hiding, Stalin was actu-
ally in charge of the central organs
of the party (“Worker and Sol-
dier,” “Proletarian,” “The Worker,”
“The Workers’ Path,” etc.). To-
gether with J. Sverdlov, Stalin also
led the work of the semi-legal Sixth
Congress of the Party which took
place at that time. In the Novem-
ber days, Stalin was elected by the
Central Committee a memeber of
the “Piaterka” (Committee of Five
for the political leadership of the
insurrection) and of the “Semierka”
(Committee of Seven for the or-
ganisational leadership of the insur-
rection).

Since 1917, Stalin has been a
member of the Central Executive
Committee of Soviets. From 1917-
1923 he was People’s Commissat for
Nationalities, and from 1919-1922
—People’s Commissar for Workers’
and Peasants’ Inspection.  Since
1922 Stalin has been one of the sec-
retaries of the Central Committee
of the party, which position he holds
today. Since 1925 he has been a mem-
ber of the Presidium of the E.C.C.I.

Duting the civil war, Sealin spent
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most of his time at the front. 1In
1918 (spring and summer), Stalin
worked on the Tsarytsin front, or-
ganising, together with Voroshilov
and Minin, the defence of Tsatyt-
sin from Krasnov’s troops. At the
end of 1918, Stalin, together with
Comrade Dzerzhinsky, made an in-
spection of the Third Amy front
near Perm, making every effort to
assist in stopping our retreat. In
the spring of 1919, Stalin worked
on the Petrograd front, organising
resistance to the first offensive of
Yudenich on Petrograd. In the
summer of 1919 Stalin worked on
the western front in Smolensk, or-
ganising resistance to the Polish at-
tack. In the winter of 1919 Stalin
worked on the southern front
against Denikin’s troops, remaining
there until the rout of Denikin and
the occupation by our troops of
Rostov and Odesa. In 1920 he
worked on the South-west (anti-
Polish) front, playing a direct and
leading part in organising the break
through on the Polish front near
Zhitomir, of freeing Kiev, and of
moving our troops forward to the
attack on Lvov. In the same year
Stalin conducted defensive opera-
tions in Southern Ukraine against
the attacks of Wrangel. From 1920-
1923 Stalin was a member of‘ the
Revolutionary Military Council of
the Republic. He has been awarded
the Order of the Red Banner for
his military services. In 1923 and
1924 Stalin led the struggle of the
Party against the Trotskyist oppo-
sition, then against the sl»o-ca_iled
“Leningrad” (Kamenev, Zinoviev)
opposition; and finally against the
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united opposition of 1925-27, expos-
ing all the time theit antil diﬂ::
opportunist nature. At the Four-
teenth Party Congress (1925) Sta-
lin, developing the original ideas of
Lenin, put forward the slogan of
“industrialisation of the country” as
the central task of the party. In
the reconstruction period the Fif-
teenth Party Congress (1927) under
Stalin’s leadership, accomplished a
complete turn in the direction of
collectivisation of agriculture and
a strong socialist attack on capita-
list elements in town and village. In
1928 Stalin opportunely mobilised
the party and the working class in
the struggle against the Righe
danger (Bukharin, Rykov, Tom-
sky), and brought about the
complete  defeat of the Right
opposition. At every stage of
the Party’s fight on two fronts,
Stalin with iron determination,
firmness and extreme quick-sighted-
ness, has successfully defended the
Party’s Leninist policy from at-
tempts at revision and attacks, al-
lowing no concession whatever to
revisionism and opportunism either
inside the party or in the ranks of
the Communist International, no
matter in what guise they make their
appearance.

Stalin has written several books
and pamphlets: “Questions of
Leninism,” “On the Road to Octo-
ber.” “Concerning the Opposition”
“farxism and the National Ques-
tion”—in which, in an extremely
clear and comprehensive manner, he
explains the most important ques-
tions of Leninism, and on the basis
of Leninist theory puts forward the
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concrete tasks of the proletarian dic-
tatorship, and also unmasks the op-
portunist petty-bourgeois nature of
Trotskyism and the Right deviation.

In these years since the death of
Lenin, Stalin, the most oustanding
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continuer of Lenin’s work and his
most orthodox disciple, the inspirer
of all the principal measaures taken
by the party in its fight for the
building of Socialism—has become
the recognised leader of the Party
and of the Communist International,
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A New Year Resolution

With this issue the “Review” enters the
fnurth year of publication in the new and
improved style.

The Editors have resolved to make it
.;ven better and more attractive in the New

ear.

_ l)’ut_a prerequisite to this is increased
circulation,

Hff war has led to increased costs of
production.

!f: _sales at the present level the
w” is barely paying its way.

"wwo solutions to this problem present
elves: (1) reduce costs by lowering
ality; (2) meet the increased costs by
y the circulation.

e think, and we know readers will
: that the second alternative is by far
the best.

Therefore we appeal to you to make a
New Year Resolution to get at least one
new reader for our magazine.

: Subscription sales are 1/6 for 3 months,
3/- for 6 months, and 6/- for a whole year.

Apply now for a sub. for yourself and
a friend to:
MODERN PUBLISHERS PTY. LTD.
312 RAWSON CHAMBERS,
RAWSON PLACE, SYDNEY

HE s




OBTAINABLE BY SUBSCRIBING TO
SOVIET PERIODICALS IN ENGLISH

Moscow News
o Hlreed weekly. Gives you a comprehensive, up-
to-date and authoritative picture of the Soviet Union:
News, features, interpretations of foreign events.
Twenty-four pages.
One year, price 8/-. Six months 4/-.
Single copy 2d. Bl
Sometlund :
Tllustrated monthly. Keeps yotin touch with Sovie
arts, letters and sciences. Fﬁature articles on vafioi
phases of Soviet life. One yea_r"&'-‘, six moriths 4/
b 1 single copy 9d. ; £
“SUSS.R. In Construction
y Richly illustrated monthly. The beauciful pictures
show in a striking manner the Socialist industry, the
sovkhozes and kolkhozes, the general culture, the
people of the Soviet Union and their cveryday life.
- One year 12/-, six months 6/6, single copy 1/3.
L !nternatwnal Literature
. Illustrated monthly. Devoted to Socialist cultute in
the USSR, to anti-fascist literature and art of all
countries.
~ One year 8/, six months 4/3, single copy 9d.
Combined annual subscription rates:
- MOSCOW NEWS AND :
MOSCOW NEWS "AND UAau N 1V
SCOW NEwWs Anp’ INTER.
NATIQN,&L LITERATURE R
 Orders to be placed with:

ERS PTY. LTD
Cha

ok
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15/-
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