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1 CPSU. given by the leading members of the C.C. Each one
of these booklets contains contributions which cannot be
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theory, e.g., Stalin's statements on the questions of the withering
away of the state and on the intelligentsia, and Zhdanov's
witty contributions on many questions connected with Party
membership. The following titles in this series are still avail-
able and may be purchased at our bookshops or wholesale

from Current Book Distributors:—

Stalin—Report on the work of the C.C. il <y
Molotov—Report on the Third Five Yr‘a:r Plan SR
Zhdanov—Amendments to the rules of the C.P.5,U.

 Manuilsky—Report of the Delegation of the C.P.S| U in
the Executive Committee of the C.I.

. Resalutions of the |Bth Congress of the C P “' U Sk
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THE NINE-IIAT

THE Victorian transport strike in October hm.‘g,;

to a head a campaign for higher wages,
shorter hours and improved working Wﬂdlﬂﬁh&
which had been earried on t the

workers for many months.

- The Federal election in September de
somewhat the climax of this great movement, but
it was clear that nothing short of the granting of
the workers' demands could prevent the onset
of open battle. Polling day on September 28th
was not long passed when the real mood of the

., workers was ma known. On nday, October
7th, the railway workers carried out a twenty-four
hours stop work action in support of their dumnmil
The tramwaymen of Melbourne joined the railway-
men in solidarity, and advanced their own wages
and hours demands.

Tramwaymen then p]anmd to organise an-
other twenty-four hour stoppage for October lhk.
and the railway unions announced their intention
of supporting the tramworkers by a simultaneous
stoppage. This stoppage did not take place be-
cause the Tramways Board offered to negotiate

the following Thursday.
o OE Oetohst ol B0 e SNV Chifley
rejected the A.C.T.U. proposals on wages and
hours. Two days later the Me‘ihun’me T

positions and

Board rejected the d

rejection of their
action gava to the empluyem.

deuded to ceale work on the ?n'llowmg dﬁy The
ilway workers decided to join the action and
onduct the struggle jointly, and in common cause.
On Monday, October 21st, Victoria's railway
tramway transport system came Mhlo'
stop.

In the period lndint up to this
L‘he‘mdriva for gai wages was
culminating it in two Nﬂl}

workers |

ds of thi
ers. The workers were mrred to ausu: b1 Ch“ﬂi:

¢ 20th
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B : digo elec- 5 i :
of ister—Galyin—wheo represents the Ben The result of all this was hF' -
headed by Stout and Clarey, E‘d to thcnlte:dns e e State Parlament. s Rl ot oy M‘dﬁ}n WM o
the Federal and State Labor Govemment o, From all arcas reports flowed in of well known s t ke tile i
On the eve of the strike the State Labor Fre enly welcoming the cos In a secret ot on the eve of the strike the Wee

i " de- Party workers o 0
S il i anyéhlzg ab?:t [:.‘:;NUT{EE:IE:. %:E)’C:ﬁun of local Communist Party bmhncheellﬂclnli
§ e tondm;‘nef ; =d]:_m ‘ey:ssa to use the strike activity. There were many cases Wi e;;el
il by d‘ysh i OUl;k_ a fcthe ?h‘ike. Communists expressed surprise, very ag:ea ; sur-
m‘ld%‘VOflem;ll wde:t;?a: :i;rl‘mgl :-ing Jeaders of the prise, when well knlow-n local Labo.rc arty i _e:lt_l-
Meli-cnur;\e l%‘:a::a Hall Council early planned to ties, 'who were considered to be antl” ommunist in

railwaymen decided in support of direct actio by
7,000 to 3,000 votes. Similar feeling was evident '
among the tramwaymen.

That this willingness to fight was no mgrg"' ﬂuj. t
in the pan w:;: t};]ui;kly lrevadﬁed by the high level At th":Jinm :
. . f activity whic eveloped in the first days of secretary, J. : 3
. ; blicl 1 ed the assistance of local ol 7 d yo of ary, c
bring forward & resalation shirpl [fonde::nL:glhﬁf oulank, BN e alleation oF Feltef. anl "QIEE the drlke Orgarised propagipdl fod MRy 0 it . d‘f‘ﬂ% . Disputes ¢
strikers ‘and striking unions, but t eh mahl TG e netviy an 5 E;:f ection o !!ri e relief funds were being 'ﬂ‘ﬂ:‘ sm E'_‘":‘P. reactionary e
il?xmtﬂ ‘:;S;D f‘:rtduz':l:-::tfa::‘il al[:ucgi:e ‘Ep this  The unity of Labor Party, Communistf Party, ‘;tnr]i‘k:ut on a mass scale by the 'mﬂd day of the .;mm:mﬂ ﬂ::o o &rﬂlmuﬁmw ]

al Lo x 1
. T isi th nd non-party workers was one of tl_ae fine features X : < e g % :
Il':"[fl‘l;ou-[r::y'[‘l:::nc;te:d}‘;:]elng:?ne:i;lﬂh:td&c:‘dui:ptl?e be of this big strike strugele; unityfw:mh bt canl:d leaﬂ?;'xfmti}:u;irfy 3.?6,.?: “:l{-:v:mk; A iz_.oao L’f-?_ébmgmhvmbh votes in a meet
" H.C. Disput thi h to the top leadership of the strike on the | L v 5, -page A .
EL:::::':;::‘H Et:?:n“;?\ti;n]wgg ?:Iy’ri:::e h&lfg:l:; corrﬁ‘i)ignsd unions strike committee, where Com- ﬁ:1:21;e%ﬂ%rl:;t‘i:ile\:et}\o‘fa::ﬂkfe ‘1;??“:“ p“h‘_‘_'.kbd of tt by hg:n‘kp:ﬂd‘ 'Cmiﬂgyphrdl:;mm Cain
5 o . . 5 3 » o o ol

ike after four days in which these munistiand Teformist trade union leaders, an ex : were organised and carried out. ki tried to wriggle out of the undertakings about the

through the str J 0 v
i i ith si - here b Broadby, worked in the closest c .
right wing elements had stared with silent appre ception here being Broa V. Wol e et 42 B ?u s o 4'1' v :::;:“::wdnt T

ensi this startling display of the fighting co-operation and unity from the beginning to the t . b
:nﬂ::::;u:: n? :h: v:ox Ers. S end of the strike. Melbourne, and in all tlm IR OO AT centres,  onificance of the strike action of the foundry
Having carried their resolution to control the Attempts were made to use for splitting pur- broadly cpl:l“d ﬁ'eha_f et s were being o kers which continued on and ‘was beginning to
strike, the Disputes Committee gave the impression poses the situation which developed in Ballarat organised an! WEEIG C;l: ecting s e‘fehel in money oroduce its real ffocta thromahontihe metsl mdds
of juggling a hot potato without any firm idea about as a result of the <trike-breaking efforts of a small and isagstufhf 3‘: L relief of strikers from the .y ot the moment when the transport strike term-
what to do with it. group working under the direction of clerical = ’ef‘,"“ ay: 9 e strike onwards. All of these ;.id Thus the ruling class had OB
One of the outstanding things about this stike reaction. These cfforts failed in the first place & rel 1;1’ com{nittees received assistance from local. b \ith relief at the easing of pr ]
was the way it spread panic among the ruling class, because Ballarat was a small island in an ocean 58 bt L and shopkecpers. transport industry when they found themselves i
Picketing was only slightly behind these other fronted with continued p in the metal indus-
activities in the first two days, but very soon this iy, supplemented by threats of stri e R
aspect of strike activity had also been stepped up  Yallourn ‘dlectricity spply unh:h-n‘i‘& 2 Tk
to a high level of efficiency. So much so that workers. o,
already by the fourth day of the strike the emerg- The Victorian transport strike of October w .
developmsnt whick wil

and the paralysing effect it had upon the right wing o solidarity. Secondly, as the strike progressed the
reformists in the Labor Movement, persistent fight of the militants and honest workera
; Throughsut d‘E gpike the daily press and reac-  of Ballarat began to repulse and overcome the dis-
tionary Elﬂﬂ’e'!‘"““h'“ the Labor Moyement i_"““d ruptive efforts of this small group of strike-break-
it e"ﬂICﬂMlY d_:fhcu]l to develop lhE‘ki“d of violent ers. These splitters miscalculated rather badly and
anti-Communist hate campaign which was such 8 a4 a consequence found themselves sitting out on a
feature of the steel strike in N.S.W. and the meat limb. All their stack arguments about arbitration, i
""k; |n'Quafen§]n:‘\d. : about strike action getting nowhere, etc., were shat-
223 'p“:h“ Fhe '“c"“l“v‘“"“g'e caused by lack of tered by the progress and the results of the strike.
transport there was plenty o evidence of wide- Their temporary ascendancy culminated in their
spread public sympathy with the strikers,. The jsolation from the workers.
popularity of the wages and hours demands, com- Thé Cay™s % 3 &
Bined with the splendid spirit of solidarity and the e key issues in the transport strike were, of
fact thet the leading officers of the Tramwaya Union course, the immediate aims of all Australian wark-
ers: namely, to break through the wage-pegging =

ency transport organised by the State Labor Gov-
ernment had been effectively driven off the speci 4 found repercussions in the o
routes and confined to its normal working zones, yael <A
The striking pickets showed fine initiative in effec-
tively bining moral pe ion upon the major-
ity of bus drivers, who were ‘merely confused ahout
the role they were playing, with more direct
“ methods with the few who _-ppw-ed_mmad--m
#thing more than moral persuasion. ; y

were reformists,-all tended to hamper the ) . 5 . v  union covers
ganda of the employers and their agents. FAERA ::frulsr;n?" m?“ase 4tgeh'baslc wage and speed the | mgemmgmﬁm hy
In a flash, as it were, the strike revealed to the e et et

B i oo e T mddit ot eadh: of s U one conacened . i;;o:l: :tr":faﬁ,é'ﬁ.'&"-“‘m* 3: “m_ the
 volved; with the result that genuine unity of work- vanced a programme of demands, which had specific they ‘made it clear at’
ers of all shades of opinion in the strike brought application to the particular industry. It ja un- duy the it & L
into clear relief the : the dm the
. ;

R g ot ! necessary to recount these in detail here, .
5 fpangs irf.]ﬂyl.q policy of D‘;umn@-..i‘, feature :g the.:: deer'::andiui':b:r;r:g;-'
mmuwtm_ 5 g of special mention: For the first ti gl ¥
Ln'to ; PI:I" v;e':;n nT\':n when “Il: large-scale strike actior, the interests :F ;n::a; 1:::\ k
8l el Northeo ers Md‘wnmzn were brought to the forefront an
The AR.U. put forward a demand
a twenty per cent. increase in all juvenile ral
102{‘9& nen:l mnl:i;atu for all females in m
- positions, and a minimum 75 . ;
basic rate for all females, 1%:: ml{‘:ﬂ:i:
issued a leaflet to all railway juniors.
rho oined the srike
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Bendige elec-

i i he e N :

the leaders of ister—Galvin—who lePlesr.nts 1 The result of all this was that many young
rl::d;:d:?;lsr:\? Eriecifﬁ} E‘g‘r:nm:ntu. tomlt::: in thﬁ State Pnrlnatmlclnlv-ud s of well known workere were active in Windral % .‘m
On the eve of the strike the Srate Labor Pre- rom all areas reports IO every stril

In a secret ballat on the eve of the strike the
sailwaymen decided in support of direct action by
7,000 to 3,000 votes. Similar feeling was evident '
among the tramwaymen.

That this willingness to fight was no mere flash
in the pan was quickly revealed by the high level
of activity which developed in the first days of
the strike. Organised propaganda and publicity
and the collection of strike relief funds were being

« de- Labor Part workers openly welcoming the co-
= operation c}; local Communist Party b"‘}:‘chﬂ? “'ll
but after two days he found it necessary to use the s!nke acl‘ivily. There were many cases ::e:Lc]Bii:‘
mildest of rerms when speaking of the strike. Communists expressed surpris®, VE‘;}' 3153 e

~\/. Stout and other right wing leaders of the prise, when well known local Lal ﬂ‘rC arty feni
Melbourne Trades Hall Council early planned to ties, who were considered to be antl- ommufml i
bring forward a resolution sharply condemning the outlook, publicly welcomed the assmliam:edu nlt;.u
strikers and striking unions, but the mass enthus-  Communists in the collection of relief and other
iasm was so widespread and at such a high level strike activity.

mier refused to do anything about the wo! 4
mands, and condemned the policy of strike action,

: ucted on a mass scale b the second day of th
‘hat they felt constrained to give UP ﬂ;'ls dTh: unity of tnbur Party (%ot::mgl::t&?ﬂxzs i;’[‘:ﬁec n a m 37 y of the apwed-ﬁn:;f
idea, They limited themselves to a decision on the and non-party Workers was one of the i " ! 1 N 2 T T
Melbourne Trades Hall Council that the dispute be of this big strike struggle; unity which was carried 8 i []F::':Ete':h;“:&lr g;&‘an?:ml!‘i:volﬁl:; 1‘17:'2.0.02 of 7.0
placed under the control of the T.H.C. Disputes through to the top leadership of the strike on the ea : :1 bmnldsheet ym‘ g was‘ n'u'ld‘:\hfd s
Committee. [Even this was only done half-way combined unions strike committee, where Com- 38 P“;;OUU el il ot 10 ek Prn of the transport srrike Chil
through the strike after four days in which these munistiand reformist trade union leaders, an ex- o Rt cf’l’a‘ § ota; 3ok ry meetings bried to wriggle out of the undert Lings about the
right wing elements had stared with silent appre- ception here being Broadby, worked in the closest _.k lk were organised and carned ot 7

hension at this startling display of the fighting co-operation and unity from the beginning to the @ In every part of the Metropolitan area of

e i face saving. his brought to the forefront the
enthusiasm of the workers. end of the strike. i Melbourne, and in all ﬂ,“ main country centres,  gignificance of the strike action of
Having carried their resolutien to control the Attempts were made to use for splitting pur- broadly rep tative reliel z o Being  yorkers which continued on and was beginning to
strike, the Disputes Committee gave the impression poses the situation which developed in Ballarat & organised and were collecting strike gehd in mopney  produce its real effects throughout the us-
of juggling a hot potato without any firm idea about g a result of the strike-breaking efforts of a small = and foodstuffs for the. relict of strikers from the yy at the moment when the transport strike term-
what to do. with it group working under the direction of clerical Tl second day of the strike a“wa.'ds' All of these {jared. Thus the muling class had barely time to
One of the outstanding things about this strike eaction, These efforts failed in the first place & relief. commutiees received assistance from local. gk with reliet at the easing of pressure in the vital
was the way it spread panic among the ruling class, because Ballarat was a small island in an ocean tradespeople and shopkeepers: transport industry when they found themselves con-
and the paralysing ffect it had upon the right wing  of solidarity. Gecondly, as the strike progressed the .l - Picketing was only slightly behind these other fronted with continued pressure in the metal indus-
reformists in the Labor Movement. persistent fight of the militants and honest workers activities in the first two days, but very soon is try, supplemented by threats of strike action at the
Throughout the strike the daily press and teac- 3 { ;

aspect of strike activity had also been stepped up

to a high level of efficiency. So mucn 80 that workers.

already by the fourth day of the strike the emerg- The Victorian transport strike of October was

ency transport organised by the State Labor Gov-  a turning point in post-war development which will

ernment had been eﬂectiveiy'dliVEn_off the special  lead to profound repercussions in the labor move-

voutes and confined to its normal working zones. ment throughout Australia. 4 -

The striking pickets showed fine initiative in effec- This dealt a great blow against

tively combining moral persuasion upon the major- and ref eating favorable

ity of bus drivers, who were merely confused about tions for | 1 st e in

the rtole they were playing, with more direct tion, It provided a devastating exposure

thods with the few who appeared to need some- . true nature d role of the Arbitration C

“thing more than moral persuasion. £ SRR ,
The road transport workers, whose union covers

rmainly trucks and lorry drivers, sh i WWPM ‘

for the strike from d in spite the

efforts of the right “of their

they made it clear

of Ballarat began to repulse and overcome the dis-
t 1 rapti 1 ike-| -8
it e_xtcrzmely :!l[h:u'll to dcvr.!op I.he'kind of violent e‘:: V'T'he::::t;]i(:t[g::‘;iir;?rjuﬁ.‘;‘:l:lpr::{,::'\lf:dib;e::d
?:::;1;2?1?1‘::‘tEthzl:'im?mgﬁ SV\'\f;,.ICh \;“h“d‘ & as @ consequence found themselves sitting out on a _
i g Quqe:slnnd. ike in N.3.W. and the meat lignb. A]_lktheir stock arguments about arbitration,
e R R vaniangd satsen . about strike action getting nowhere, etc., were shat-
"mspo;!l Bl e evid“ie lggl‘ifd:f f;;;“d by the progress and the results of the strike.
spread Ipublin sympathy with the strikers, The isu]eal:i;:r;’;?,:::ﬁ ascer}:dancy Hitaatd In SHEs
p?pulan?y of the wages and hours demands, com- Thé Lay FRe e

bined with the :Plendi§ spirit of solidarity and the i heYA L the Bageas strike were, of

fact that the leading officers of the Tramways Union eonds ! e] immediate aims of all Australian work-
were reformists,-all tended to hamper the propa- i lns}me ¥ 82 Hregls thruygh the wage-pegging
gacda of the ermployers and their agents. regyl dahollu. increase the basic wage and speed the

In a flash, as it were, the strike revealed to the oh “cuofl-hf the, 401 oy edty

workers w.here everyone stood on the issues in- In addition each of the Unions concerned ad-
olved; with the result l'hat genuine unity of work- van:l:.ed bk s ol of demands, which had specific
ers of all shades of opinion in the strike brought application to the particular industry. It is un-
into clear relief the true meaning oF ihe il ol necessary to recount these in detail here, but one..

the , Clareys, Cains and Chifleys. outstanding feature of these demands is worthy
of special mention: For the first time i :

large-scale strike actior, the interest fe i eughy
ers and women were brought to u: nymmg Wl
featured. The AR.U. put forwde Atshrae s
a twenty per cent. increase in all e dmmd!
juvenile rate:

100 per cent. : : m.l‘

pos'gtiun-, :m.i ::lli:i:\::\.-;gr :r“::m.lu P

 basic rate for all females, 'ﬁm if."iuﬁ;:"u
e e e e o
days, al e

Yallourn electricity supply centre and from the gas

tionary elements within the Labor Movement found

quenees of this were shown when th
own Labor Party branch at No:::cel:

3 ming majority a resolution ex-
for the strike and condemning the
li'hx;; State Premier and the Prime
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Il‘ Com“ll PRICES Now that the princi le of the 40-!:‘{"!‘1; week s
ABoL[SH WAGE-PEGG G’ j e-tn:\‘i:h:d we B-hpu:vulel an:olf it is good wough in
R. DIXON [ principle it ought to be good enough in practice.

That should be the approach of the working ‘class.
In other words, just as the shearers in Queensland
began to put the 40-hour week into practice hefore it
was established in principle, the trade unions sheuld gt HES

e for all industries the practical applieation of country, Wage-pegging,

(Report to C. C. Plenum held 1st-3rd November, 1946)

THE outstanding feature of the present situation  the struggle was |
is the continuation of the strike moyement. tive power of the strug

lier disputes against victimisation.

New sections of the workers are being involved in than in the ear! ; P we are

the struggle against capitalism. The hig strikes These facts illustrate the importance of the the 40-hour week without waiting for any furthe the ayatem of price control and it

since the end of the war embraced ironworke.:;. struggle around wa(g:es B?Chuur_s‘ and l:f tl;\e decisions on the part of the Court. " inflation. A & ’

¢eamen, coalminers, meat workers, waterside decisions of the last Centra’ ommittee meeting ta ] W L i
workers and some others. Now we find the railway- iy and avert struggles on victimisation and smaller Thus we accept th_n principle, but as we believe [ t‘ng:rQ:l.' :::.mi':“é priges “" “3:.
men, tramwaymen and other sections of the issues and to bring tarward the issues of wages and that all abstract principles oho.uld lead to conerete, ages are oAty Bty v levale,
workers coming into action. Thus, inetrilie  |.ovrs: i THis pesms ko ik i9 be decisive for the practical things, the immediate problem is. T cnm‘ml]l uiu. :-n £ vm.‘m‘ il et
movement is broadening out and this has very further development of the sirike struggles, the concrete application of the 40-hour week in industry. oy 4hat. i :

important political implications inasmuch as the girengthenini of the trade union movement, con- 4 F . £ 3 gl . P
drawing in of what may be called the more back- Sghdgﬁun Bfgthe Laft in the trade union movement f In some industries it won't be possible to do this The result is well-knawn, Prices have materially
ward sections of the workers, those who, in the and the building of the Communist Party. LR\ If you take the il Workits dh the basic wage, they outstripped wages. We are told the rise in the cost
past, have shown less inclination to struggle Vi % have to get in one day's overtime a fortnight in order  of living is about 24% but thna figures are based
the miners, ironworkers, waterside workers and to meet their commitments. It would probably be on the rise in the cost of those items that go to 3
seamen, means that the general political level ot wrong to propose o them that from now on thev up the basic wage. ITherc has been about a 245

(e

Because of the way the transport struggle
developed and the issues it developed around, it

the working class movement is on thiate was not only much more :_hlhcult for the reformists work only the 40-hour week. i Pl ey Ok inerooae th the besiE
You will recall that at the last Central Cans play their surike-breaking role, as they did in ] wage by 24% or 23 % since the war

mittee meeting when we were discussing the Queens- the hig New South Wales and Queensland strikes, . All State Governments have oppased the appli & ' began.

Jand Meat Strike, as after the big steel, caal ref) it was also much more difficult for the hourgeois cation of the 40-hour week in State :nte‘rprisg.‘i on The real Euslnnn. however, is that all lhuse‘o_m:n
shipping strike at the end of Tk yra:' S¥0nn, premiggEEE R campaign against the workers that the grounds that the Federal Arbitration Cour! modities outside of those on the basic wnzeuid.ei
concerned with the fact that those 'slr;.lgglcs had Were invelved in the dispute. The issues, wages must decide the issue. Now that the court has !_nve gone up ever uu:mfnh more than those included
Tooen waged dgainst victimisation, they were struggles and hours, attracted not only the workers but alse decided in principle, all workers in State enterprises 1 the basic wage. For instance, potatoes have been
that had really been forced upon the s T € the middle class. As | understand it, in Victoria, should insist that the State Governments, and peg_ged for 5lb. for 6rl... but green vea_g_mbl_ﬂ and
the employers, provoked by them, i e when the Party got on to the job and began to especially Labor Governments, proceed o its jmme. fruit are four or five times as high as they were
sidered then that it was necessary to i develop agitation and propaganda in the lacalities, diate application. 1 think uur\\n".ic,toﬁa‘q comrades before the war.

as possible, such struggles and promote T s the middle-class people also demonstrated their are in a particulal]_.y strang strategic position ta take From vatious es i T e ent

around wages, hours and basic conditions. We can sibpert up and enforee this demand. claim that the rise in the cost TR

say now that this change has been brought about. The attractive power of struggles around wages Wage-pegging in general still persists Chifley <omewhere between 60 and 80%.

The transport struggle in Vicloria and the struggles and hours is immensely greater, broader than, say.
developing in the metal industry are struggles struggles against victimisation and this B i
around wages oy haits. Thia han placed. the = SVETY WAy, weakens in every way, the struggle of
warkgr;m_m immensely stranger position, not only the opposition—bourgeoisie, reformists, Labor
to r]ll_i with the Arbitration Court but with the Party, arbitration judges—when the :slr'
reformists and bourgeoisie also. defeat such struggles. So we must, th!;!el e
We saw how difficult it was in the struggles MoTe attention to these issues in the [*utulu:e" by
e :rm“';m to line up the unions, broadly, As Comrade Sharkey pointed out, the -viclo
mm-th’ v_a worl :::n g::llv;d.km ttll'mne struggles, i the hlnlrc";: struggle is very significant. 1 thirl;{
i Wlﬂﬂﬂl\__ rike, however, it was it is one of the m i i 3
- a question of what sections of workers might be union movement hn:.l:nsu:':ﬁ?mu;:m‘ ﬁ:le iyl i ﬂ-ﬂ!ﬁ
_Wg:um_gsle. of lining them up, but what and the success itself has placed the wzh“;.g :ln;:a‘.. . e :
i workers ought to be held back from 2 VerY powerful position to force home their vi o ; h e
t was a question of the extent to which Consider the immedia e ey, Sy
of the workers on the for rail and trim workere and doubls:
s ! ; and double time for Sun-
o b ety o e vy ks Tt it o

agreed that insofay as the basic wage ncerned pauiﬁo:!‘i;bg.gf: as being closest to
there would be some relaxation, but, in general oregge in the !"mi g T
wage-pegging continues. We must see that all uf‘gell wages

ossible pressure ie kept up to break through th &a‘?;l;\;hmng HENE
wage-pegging regulations as applied by the L X c,
Government. In this co jon, the st
conclusion of the transport WOIRS strike has
ended the movement for
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ase in the basic wage. that
Id be an increase in prices
he conclusion that the

i there.were a £1 incre
in a short time there wou
of 30/- and they draw t

workers are foolish to demand wage increases.
i¢ there anything in this argument ?

priees fluctuate around
dities and the determini
elationship of the supply
At the present time goods

Marx has shown us that

in the Fluctuation is the r
of goods to the demand.

are in short supply, the demand
supply of goods, and the ten
fore, is in an upward direction

dency of prices, there

To increase wages means to increase the
the workers and, therefore, the

An increase in the demand for
goods will tend to cause an increase in prices quite
apart from the fact that the capiti
to pass the increased costs on to the consumer.

The capitalists want price controls to go or to
be made even more flexible than at present. Dis
cussions have already taken place on the abolition
of price controls. The Government claims they will
have to consider the whole question of prices it
there is any relaxation in wage-pegging, but ihis
does not prevent them from increasing prices now.
The price of meat is about to rise.

An increase in wages will increase the demand
of the workers for goods and increase the pressure
“of the capitalist class to pass the increased costs on
There are serious dangers here.

We have seen what happened in the U.S.A.
There the working class at the beginning of this year
forced considerable increases in wages.
can monopolists then conspired to do away with
price control in Anierica and were able, with the
help of their stooges in the American Congress, to
sweep away control, with the result there has been
4 tremendous increase in prices.
savings of the middle classes and workers in America
have been more or less swept away.

The decline in the purchasin
&m_ﬂ'il:.lt‘l workers and middle cfn:)niy:e:h:[c}:it?
tor influencing the recent crash on the New York
ck Exchange and the px;u;nt difficult pesition of
: 5 e workers and middl
f America are buying less and goods n:;n;ilin;
ould have been disposed of,

¢ i daoand for goods wil cayas pri
fall, _?nn:l i_: l;le.ulhﬂm
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their presen
be brought
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st peint to the fact that profits
soaring, while taxes are being
itions means more profit)
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Prices must remain at

t level, or be reduced, so that wages can
to a level that will at least restore to the

ss of this country the
1030, It is essential also to insist upon
kers: wages and all

present cond
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small incomes.

In other
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struggle for

Already

them hard.
the women,

mass struggl
to go to the

see that this
I think we sl

Taking i
tion our aim
to see that

increase.

So our task then, it appear
the campaign to enforce t::'d[)
now, to continue the figh
increases and to break thro
p;fms policy of the Chifl

ther

words, side by side with the movement
d wages we must develop a teal mass
the strict control of pric
every attempt to increase prices.

must be developed on a national basis.

we have started in N.S.W. The people =
everywhere are talking prices because they are hitting

The lower income people, especially
are very discontented about high prices.
We are charged with the task of organising a real
e around prices, to organise the women
shopping centres and discuss prices and
to the markets—as our Sydney women did—and to
question is taken up through the unions.
h should get a series of protests from the
Unions against the increased price for meat, in addi-
tion to those from women's organisations. ¥

nto account the whole economic si
! omic situas
;hu:l;] be to t!:n';ng the utmost pressure
ice controls are maintained
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Spain and Czechoslovakia made quite clear. Un-
doubtedly the big capitalists of the }r?ﬂdav‘;:)fre
uite generally looking, to fascigm &8 their 8 '
:s Ihegmeans gy which t‘hey could destroy the hated
and feared Soviet Union and put an end, onc
for all, to trade unionism, democratic government.
civil liberties, and the Socialist aspirations of the
working class. For the most part they ha
virtually to accept the perspective of 2 fascist wors

But, in the midst of this general, big capitalist
drive towards fascism, another fagtor was At WOIE
that was destined to wreck the "“fascist world
ambitions of the capitalists of all the big countries.
This was the imperialist rivalries among the capita
ist great powers themselves.

In the early pmtr\‘}'orld War | days, the 'll\'ﬂlll‘]
situation was dominated by the imperialist victors
in the war — Great Britain, France, the United
States, and to & lesser extent, Japan. These powers,
particularly the first two, ran the League of Nations
t to further their respective imper-
They especially infused it with an

With the growth of fascism in
pan and their satellites, however,
view of the appeasement policy
followed by the reactionaries in Great Britain,
France and the United States, the militant leadership
of the post-World War | capitalist offensive passe
more and more into the hands of the fascist coun-
tries, which eventually formed themselves into the
so-called Anti-Comintern Axis and quit the League
of Mations.

The big capitalists in Great Britain, France and
the United States also undoubtedly contemplated
the establishment of a fascist world, one in which
they would continue to play the dominant role.
But evidently it did not suit the powerful German
capitalists and their man Hitler to fulfil the role of
smashing the U.S8.R. (f they could) and then
turn the Fruits of victory over to the capitalists of
London, Paris and New York. They had different

plans.  They and their Japanese allies wanted to
. sun the world to suit themaelves and to relegate
the capitalists of the Western democracies to a
secondary position. i

It was this quarrel between the capitalist’ great
as to which should dominate the contem-
ist world that prevented the hoped-for,
it ﬁ ‘fst..gmh. led by the Axis powers,

£ R. And it was the realisation
the world that a victary by the
would subject them to an un-
made them fight so desperate-
dom and a d e {Fe.

as an instrumen
ialist ambitions.
anti-Soviet spiri
Germany, ltaly, Ja
and particularly in
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countries; to dominate the Atlantic and m
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crisis of world capitalism. Not surpnsmgiy.cltherg.
fore, the capitalist system 13 now qul;r":ﬁin:
reactionary offensive d‘u_ec!sd ilg‘“"?:i ?Vinryovn E
progressive and democratic 10 the world. s eﬂ ‘1;
this offensive, & master sign n_[ c:é\'pltzlh_sl ec 1yh

manifesting itself much as it did in the \pgerv_a e;
by an intensification @
imperialism, by a gathering sconomic chaos, BY &

i fa c
% f fascism, and by the growth o 3 d 1
gf.r;:.::‘:n\:::: s;ime.ﬁc";he differences, however, ate world offensive of reactionary capital.

i - 4 ot (b) Sowing the seeds of economie crisis: On
s \ary manifestations are mare Pro > o 3
t\};ﬁn(:e‘:; =afr:ee‘:°$i: a‘?ar than they were immcd:atfely 1 ::l :h:v ,;ﬁn{” ”pf:hh.o{’ i {“ﬁt:l‘i’ﬂlrymnﬁm
following World War L and that they are taking Wor].d el 11“ wm]:d rminated in e
place in a very changed world setting. Among o lrhe l93‘(’]‘5' W'FI:; --lw“m“ﬁ ﬁnonmﬁmil.: e
he major phases of the present ‘enctionary capitak- of | B s crisis wroug e e
the major phas living standards of the toiling masses e s

Oceans with its big navy and air force —in

to establish A i L ialist h E

the other peoples and areas of the world. This

drive of A i imperiali which is d lopi

at a much faster tempo than British, Fien:hwﬂﬁv
orld

man and Japanese imperialisms did after
War |, is the centre and rallying force of the present

ist offensive are the following: 4 " capitalist world, and weakened caj italism every- Ameri capil Iread

(a) The drive of imperialism: V'Dunng the . where. Now, especially in the Uhiltd States, eco- drums for ‘““;w' ’-ﬂmdl’@d- Wﬂlml
recent war the soothsayers of CﬂF_"ahS“" among g nomic policies are being applied which threaten to Hitler war was still going on, strategic

them Earl Browder, were busy telling us that im- , produce an economic breakdown that will artive hmﬁdhm‘w&mhmﬁn
perialist capitalism had come to an end and that il more guickly and have far more disastrous conse- The new world war threat, which is menacing
at the close of the war the wur_'ld would enter into quences that did the one that followed the First all peoples, is aimed directly at the U.55.R The
a new period of spontaneous friendly col!abprat\on 1 World War. The reacti + i vhio: daminst e e ol w“a‘wﬂu
among the nations, great and small, capitalist and United States, with a “boom and bust’’ outlock, are War |, which wrecked the old League of ‘Nations,
Socialist. The naive supposition of such people was heading this country into inflation. They have re-  which built up Hitler-Germany, and which led to
Spcialitl . fnanes cepitalists, particularly 1 Beed all legialation calculated to keep American World War Il s in cvidence again, but now more
Amexicans, had finally learned the folly of war Industry in effective operation after the war boom virulently than ever. The great monopolists who
and, in the main, had concluded that the only way = has passed. Their foreign loan policy is also cut control the United States see in the SSR ﬂ”_',
they could preserve their social system, not to men= from a similar reactionary pattern. The loans or ) in the iose i

tion garnering profits from it, was to maintain world 8 projected loans to Great Britain, France, China,

peace and democratic relations among all the peoples = Poland, the U.S5.8.R., etc., are all based on political

of the world rather than economic considerations, and, with the

Post-war experience, however, has already domestic economic factors, they are dis to
shown the futility of this utopian conception o provoke an eventual collapse in this country, a
capitalism. Imperialism, far from being dead, is cyclical crisis of lleled de. A i

manifesting itself with a new virulence. This time
it is the United States that is playing the decisive
imperialist role. It has embarked upon a vigorous
expansionist programme designed to bring the
whaole world under its sway. With its tremendous
navy, air force and army; with its control of the
atomic bomb: with ifs vast industrial system and
great financial reserves, and also in view of the

big capital’s present domestic and foreign economic
r|'~ are 1 di ight to an S
within a few years, one that will not only ruin Ameri-
can mass living standards but will also shake the eco-
nomic | dati of the italist world. But the
itali use Hitler made

e ey

Ls, seeing the ion
of German mass unemployment,
also turn the coming crisis to

war-shattered state of affairs of other great powers, () Cultivating tm‘hﬁfﬁlﬁﬂ“
th- United States Government, driven on by the | current offensive of reactio capitalism,
big monopolists who control it, is pursuing an un- = headed by American i

P

precedented imperialiat course, for a tenaissance of
; Ttte he-:l of American imperialist policy is the the United States thete is the
gigantic finance-capital set-up, whose major poli: bination of - .
l:lcﬂ‘ instruments are the G.O.P.-controlled Rep b- . f .
lican Party and the poll-tax and Northern ull
reactionary bloc in the Demogratic Party.  Sis
the ending of the war, the M hen ettt
l\irg. more and more identified itself with the Hoow

offensive after World
; omic chaos,
climax

o o, ser ke e o,
The major ob



pro-war orientation. In these respects the rsl:r'}po
of the offensive of world reaction is now swilter
than after World War I. - At the same time, how-
ever, this offensive faces resistance and obstacles
far more formidable than those which confronted
the reactionary forces following World War L The
counter forces may well defeat all the scheming and
plotting of reaction. 7
First, there is the weakened economic condi-
tion of the capitalist system itself. This i8 much
more marked than in the period after World War .
The industries of nearly all of the important capital-
ist countries are war-ravaged The people are
impoverished and their purchasing power has been
eatastrophically reduced.  The international gold
stgndard is gone and trade is now being carried on
almost exclusively on barter or quota systems. Many
countries, including our own, also are suffering from
galloping inflation. The United States, it is true,
fattened on the war and experienced a spectacu]_ar
industrial growth. But it is idle to expect, as capit-
alist economists are trying to convinece us, that this
country can or will re-invigorate the capitalist sys-
tem of the world. Its monopolistic, imperialistic
policies are choking, not developing, the capitalist
world economy. This erippled condition of world
capitalism definitely puts a damper on the plans of
those American imperialists who would try to solve
all their problems and make themselves masters of
the world by overthrowing the Soviet Government
Second, there is a definite dearth of potential
allies for the war aims of the American imperialists.
Cermany, Japan, Italy, Franece, and many other
capitalist states are war-ruined and could not, even
if they wanted to, at present render material assist-
ance to this country ig an imperialist war against
the US.S.R. Great Britain, it is true, is an ally of
the United States and is following a virulently anti-
Soviet line. But the people of Britain ardently
desire world peace and co-operation with the
U.S.5.R. Despite the failure, at the Labor Party
Convention, to repudiate the Labor Government's
imperialist policy, ‘Britain may easily prove a most
shaky ally in the general anti-Soviet enterprise of
world reaction. The Labor Government, taking
its lea_d‘ from British big capital, is out to strengthen
the British Empire wherever it can.  And British
_u_:n_mﬁa]n? accepts with very poor grace its “Num-
wo ' position in the Anglo-American bloc
will lose no occasion to play its own individual
_1he possibility of the United States being
led to fight almast alone frigh the anti-

snd

R A

COMMUNIST REVIEW

e T o v
e { !

December, 1

stitutes a very painldul .realily i
i ialists, and it may we
?::l ilr:n;‘?inlah]ing world peace, Fear of defeat may
accomplish what common sense caniot. !
Fourth, - the reactionaries who wuulu:lh again
plunge the world into fascism and war also have to
face a whole sedes of popular mass movements,
which constitute a much greater menace to the im-
perialists’ plans than existed in the period after
World War I. These movements are alert to the
dangers of economic chaos, fascism and war. A_mong
them may be listed the new World Federation of
Trade Unions, with its 66,000,000 members. There
are also new and powerful national and international
movements of veterans, youth and women. en
there is the rapid growth of the Communist Parties
in many parts of the world, and also their lende_ncy
to combine or co-operate with a number of rejuv-
enated Socialist parties. This time there no !D“gﬂ
exists the powerful and almost uniformly reactionary
Social-Democracy that smoothed the way for the
imperialists after Warld War [. Besides the popular
movements enumerated above, there are the new
peoples’ democratic governments in Europe and
Asia as well as the great national liberation move-
ments now developing in India, China, and other
colonial and semi-colonial countries. All these

movements are formidable barriers to the American

imperialist designs for world domination.

Fifth, there is the widespread war-weariness
and anti-capitalist spirit prevailing among the
peoples of the world. Mankind is appalled at the
thought of another war, especially one that weuld
be fought with atomic and other super-dreadful
weapons. The masses are also determined to resist
a regrowth of fascism and to prevent the economic
system from being plunged into an even worse chaos
than it is now in.  Therefore, even the Anglo-
American imperi

powerful anti-fascist, anti-war sentiments of the
peoples. Even the big financial moguls in Wall
street have seen that one-sixth of the world went
Soecialist after World War [, and that the indications
are that, in the long run, even a larger section of
Ilaluma[zllily wi]lhlurn lnhSotinlism after World War
. lence, they are haunte

World War IIl that did nor storniartny that s
cist, imperialist objective
out capitalism altogether,

From the f?re;going it is clear, fi

e onaes, wven-though they do contral

irst,
and led !!y

is in many respects sharper

Jowed World War I and

in the :lirz:riio:\ of .

world war; ¥ i ek ]
drive of reaction has. !p-dem d!'."l‘m{'"
sistance nu‘hu on a fa Ml ’

for the Anglo-Ameris ]
be the decisive

ists, for all their vicious anti-"
Sovietism, will think twice before defying ' the °

not accomplish their fas- 0
s, might just about wipe
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making for fascism and war. But whether or not
the world will escape a new bloodbath at the h
of reckless imperialists will depend upon how
the democratic forces can mobilise and unite them-
selves to resist the new crop of world enslavers.
No greater error could the peoples dommit than te
conform to Browder's eriminally wrong notion that
the fate of the world can be left to the “intelligent’’
monopolists to decide.

Naturally, the most urgent task of the demo-
cratic forces of the world is to stop the reactionary
capitalist offensive, by insisting that Big Three unity
be r blished; that the Moscow, Yalta, Teheran
and Potsdam agreements be loyally carried out;
that the fascist war criminals be vigorously punished;
that the defeated fascist powers be thoroughly de-
militarised; that the colonial peoples be eompletely
liberated; that sane domestic and foreign economic
policies be adopted; and that every defence be
thrown around democracy and for the prevention
of another war.

But such preventative are not h

(o
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trusts and

e
world erisis as here in the ¢
one of this

m&m_ atic
fuoe g
a menace to our country the w N
be curbed by the workers drastically str
their trade unions and vastly
tical activities.
and a Soci regim blished.

Finance capital, in the Uriited Statas ard abrsf)

The progressive forces must go over on to the of-
fensive themselves. The axe must be applied to the
root of the evil. The power of finance capital, the
breeder of economic chaos, fascism and war, must
be systematically weakened and eventually
In this respect the new people's d of

e daily of the s, would seem
broken. to be about enough damage to submit to from th
i bsol italist system.

has been responsible for two devasting world wars,
an u d ic erisis, the growth of
fascism, and the devel of a world famine

now involving at least a billion people—all in one
generation, '!'!:m great tragedies, not to mention
S 3 T .

Eastern and Central Europe are blazing the trail
by the seizure and division of large landed estates,
by the confiscation of the industries of coll;

i Surely the democratic
forces of the world will not allow the parasitic big
landlords, industrialists an: kers to thrust upon

I B B

with the Nazis, by the nationalisation of the basic
industries generally, and by the strengthening of

THE German problem is mnl;nndr ‘obscured in

the eyes of :many French people by i:uﬂ"!
considerations and hypotheses concerning, in fact,
tllw future, or if you like, the destiny IPFGM
alone. . _ w3 fiohey il iuch SHo :
In order to see cl into this questian,

envisage it at C

That do
of Fi

. PIERRE COURTADE BTN g
(From “Cahiers du Communisme,” July, 1

round of
whal .1

iic crises, mass
¥ i

1
tyranny; and imperialist war.
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f italism — the t!\'DWutiunnl ual ith who can what e
¥y s that the only way out of capitalism th Vo 3 s with wi say precious
nln w}?'d,l:r?mu::hlllslﬁe T-:‘r‘rnnj:j ;;Eie [‘:1: the way. The perepective of economic cns® 1;::1:1; . vet unfulfilled—to the ﬁ:: mﬂ&nﬂ
:‘aa‘:l‘iq lg:i; |lcd;|ﬂf)l be denied that the ground lines the urgency of lifting Fhf:.sr'"gg]“d"’" ighe; Mr. Gollancz has no doubt that this was
i:Pfeui\re ?Z. these reformist illusions. That their and higher levels, so that the initiative and offens:

is not quite certain ‘whether it was a war

E workers and renders it difficult (or Mr. Gollanez does not hesitate to draw 1
ascendancy i’.tlfmpo'arf ;m:d. m:;L:u-:e ‘;e‘jpemx:?:;r[:. f:‘e;;)‘:.ii[]illetllmfnr the burden of crisis tc be placed conclusions from all this charity. He "willw
:;g E;uggz[ewkjllr:]gnr:!i\_az: lu"f]\'e ri;npml;ml thing upon the toiling people. With rmJe;:T .;01:1\5]-|st Pro- E ﬁne‘ deat'h e ﬂ;; rightdo( Fin Th:" -
is the shattering of these illusions and showing the paganda a{\d correct presv_ntalmnlnr bt eFf:ucs q{. opinions h(pil ) '.“_!_,, sserts £
correct way forward. This demands an intensified struggle, disillusionment with the Labor Party will opinion whether anti-Semitic or of

campaign of pelitical education not only amongst  nal flow back into the h_-_uslr.aAt_wnrol. Il:]bcml!“ !Ead.
Corimunists (for these illusions influence our party t_‘f-“hlp or some atlhsr new party but wi ow
members) but amongst the workers as a whole, The freely to Communist leadership. ; :
experiences of the last economic crisis have left a There is no doubt, in these campaigns a_mund
vivid impression 1 the spectacle of a society which ‘!_lc immediate demands of the warEceru‘. unity .of i
can only solve the problem of unemployment in  Communists _am—! A.L.P. rank and Ffile is reaching
conditions of war and its aftermath, is not lost on higher and higher levels. Tl-!ne is no doubt that
the people. It is clear, therefore, that we need a in the election eampaign a higher degree of unity
tremendous intensification of the campaign to take and friendly relations than ever before was achieved.
Marxist theory to the masses. And further, there is no doubt that as the situation
In the presentation of demands for the 40 hour develops the Communists, Labor Party workers
week, £] wage increase, elc., it is neces also  and non-party workers will be thrown closer and
that we should keep firmly in mind the difference closer together. Side by side with that is the process
between our approach and that of the reformists. of guite important Laber Party people moving
We do not see these campaigns as ends in them-

cisely to produce this sort of world in which another
six million Jews will be massacred” (p. 33).
Indeed, Mr. Gollancz expends so much charity
on the fascists that his supply is somewhat exhausted
when he reaches the Ci i e Resi i 4 7
movements and the liberated peoples. Poles and '“ethical’ Socialism was Comme
Czechs, he argues, have behaved vilely and abom- Labor t, ding to the fo
inably to the Germans, ; . body, was perishing for lack of a-
There is a danger of the normalisation of resst- morality. .
ance traits like “'violence, sabotage, deceit, and a . ;
prak for ad; i t to steady spiration which only a new party could give. So
work of a less romantic nature” (p. 37). There is young and idealistic were gathered into the new

not the same danger of those traits persisting in the party and were baptised in the new moral inspir-
men of the Allied armies because they ‘‘looked

ation. They were just beginning to enjoy the new
closer 1o the Communists and the idea of unity, 8 upon their jobs as something necessary but un- lity with its : insi on “right”

selves but as part of the general gle against paralleled by the increasing isolation from the mass 6 pleasant and exceptional which they would tm]! when a ber of leadi bers, i ding Mem-
capitalism. The perspective for us is the prepar- struggle and from mass influence of the extreme re- 8 be too happy to abandon as soon as they could” bers of Parliament, left the party to become Labor
ation of the struggle for the establishment of social- action in the Labor movement. This is g situation ' (p. 38). Evidently the men of the Resistance en- candidates at the General Election. The
ism. In that, the struggle to improve the conditions for which Communists have striven and worked. joyed every moment of it and wanted it to last Election was hardly aver when another
of the workers under capitalism is of vast import- But it is alse a situation which calls for the attain- 8 for ever. 2 ili
ance. In the actual experience of struggle, coupled ment by the Communist Party membership of Coming to C i Mr. Coll L L
with drawing of the correct lessons, the working Marxist clarity on fundamental questions and a aside the danger of a fascism and decl
class will quickly shed the illusions sedulously fost- ‘merciless criticism and exposure of the false theories % that "“Communism &nd the growing power of the
ered by the Labor Party leadership and will seek of reformism.

Soviet Union are the strongest positive forces op- &

posed to the (atnbzﬁzn)y and development of Western  “right”"? i

1 E Civilisation" (p. ¥ F: it .

THE VALUES OF MR. GOLLANCZ [l e A e I
J. R, CAMPBELL

THE new book Our Threatened Values, by M:.

Cioll
necessary to place on record that Mr. G cz has o
one standard of mesasurement—an elastic charitable mem‘
It seems, for example, to be tao lavishly b i sz
Gollancz, advances the proposition that the on the faseist B RSl ALY BEMOWE
E of the Fat=* Cpvat
hard won values of our Western civilisation are in people. “In Streicher

h the big drum of merality in an osten-
one—which he applies to ex-enemy countries, al tatious way. - X ]
another—a cast-iron one—which he applies to the The fundamental Iﬁ:l of Western
himself there was potentiality of a sort” (p, 15 i 8
deadly peril. The peril does not come from any I am sorry. for e b m e
single source. It may arise from the stupidity and e e of A CH ViR

Soviet Union. o R
 On a broadeast by Field Marshal N
4 is in pain or distress, including Joyce and A 3 M. Gollanez saysi—
selfishness of the people of Great Britain, from the before their execution, and th, K“ . b
U“national Socialist’ approach of the British Labor Belsen” (p. 23); the savin of L:mialf‘ ramer. G
Party to current problems, from the excessive tion squad was an “act ,,;gd Vhdi or the e
onalism of the liberated countries. Nevertheless, 25). ateptable srueliy' s e
main source of peril is to be found, accordi " i P uf g
to Mr. Gollanez, in F:he policy of. the Soviet Gﬂ:ﬁ: . ran“] ‘-:-f Finland ac.“d for genuinely patri
"l:lf the Communist Parties throughout the world M‘Ich T\D.ﬁ“- (p. 47): Mihailavich “collaborate
N Bl i o aviaion o firihe Rl with the Nazis not because he liked them or wanted
How could he, when it was the master

them to win, but because that seemed i
; % : to him
 the last-batch of specches delivered by E”l \:mnj!dmted\}ay ot
(Z.uﬁb_ ) of Mr. Churchill's Fulton speech,
of snnn-Comm_!miit propaganda which
m_the _Vatiqm-—-—:e}nd indeed is the
[ every reactionary paity in the

# Mr. Gollancz makes th vlaéim that
or all men

ation an (5. 48) 7 riel
the Big Shots of Nazi s it
e o R el e el
subject to correction from thos: “really
stand these matters, 1.3‘:“1.1-”‘?,'{':,'3'
.ﬁnms with which they Har

: sre charged ca
il B St e

spirit of chari
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SOME ASPECTS OF THE HOUSING PROELEN

N. V. VECSENYI

THE year 1946, and many years to come, confront
the Australian people with an immense housing
problem which has to be tackled and solved.
When Engels was confronted with the same
problem, mare than 70 years ago, he wrote: The
so-called housing shortage, which plays such a great
10le in the press nowadays, does not consist in the
fact that the working class generally lives in bad,
overcrowded and unhealthy dwellings. This short-
age is not something peculiar to the present; it is
not even one of the sufferings peculiar to the mod-
ern proletariat in contradiction to all earlier op-
pressed classes. On the contrary, all oppressed
classes in all periods suffered more or less uni-
formly from it. In order to make an end of this
housing shortage there is only one means: to abolish
altogether the exploitation and oppression of the
working class by the ruling class. What is meant
today by housing shortage is the peculiar intensifi-
cation of the bad housing conditions of the workers
as a result of the sudden rush of population to the
big towns; a colossal increase in rent, a still further
aggravation of overcrowding in the individual houses
and, for some, the impossibility of finding a place to
live in at all. And this housing shortage gets talked
of so much enly because it does not limit itself to the
V\iorlf.!ng class but has affected the petit-hourgeoisie
also. ud
Whereas the problem and the general approach
to it have remained the same in the 70 years that
have passed, conditions have changed in the sense
that we are much nearer to our final objective,
consequently to the objective of solving the housing
problem, than 70 years ago. Hence when the
matter was taken up in our recent publication
Housing, Slums, Private Enterprise and the Future
we could not only approach the subject from the
.genera]_ political angle, but also put forward both
m“d“l‘ and long-range practical proposals,
knowing that in its implementation we will have to
play a very important role.
Ko is article merely att:mpts to throw - further
on certain aspects of the housin
notably on two: home ownership nndg lll':b:::i
Immﬁdi&ua tasks,
: e worker wants to become the owr
his home, then he has at the same time to fighclr fz!
emancipation. In fact, should he be

hi In | acquir
ghhnmg unpla- capital and fail to mug;];’-:f:'i
litical ipation, he would

3 - ani t
- not only lose his home, bul i
. ;T g f:’e;jlmbeorer.' he also would lose his

usion t | own my hom !

roof over my head) come wh:t(amtayfa;: :
one. P i lfyt _;veryhmll:. or slave
of above his head and-j
roof that nl:gl_ing_d him ot thg::

his home under capitalism are allowed to be driven

al‘:na.lline features of th

" Decemnber, 1
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Temporary building,
with the use li[] ““L:‘ﬂﬂlble chel

y huts, etc.) within reasonakh| mal
::ﬂr:!municatiuns. anywhere at ;‘ﬁ,‘ m to good
on the basis of scientific planning buildine, ntime
permanent nature should be in:in'eﬁm.w of a
And the ll‘ivllam:ing of these two methg ‘begun.
be carefully maintained. Ay the .
immediate division of big ham!: i:ﬁ:(! ﬂ!nligltﬁ

is on the cross
vigorously camp
most urgent n defini
mobilisation is requir ] the peop)
most directly and painfully affected by th
shortage. 4 -

Experience has shown that whenever a wor
has p|upcked sufficient courage (or rather has fall
into the hands of some “dream-home bu:_ldt
society) to become a home owner, in the majori
of cases he has never achieved it. But rather what -
happened was that, as a result of unemployment,
illness, etc., he lost the deposit, paid more in in-
stalments and interest than what the rent would
have been, paid for repairs or repaired it himsell
and eventually was kicked out to make room for
the next vichm. i

In a street in Alexandria, Sydney, out of [
of such workers’ "‘dream-homes” (shabby weather.
board buildings) not one is owned by the original ¥
owner and the houses were erected 14 years ago.
This state of affairs can be improved by the Gov-
ernment housing scheme as proposed in our pub-
lication on housing, but it cannot be eliminated.

Supposing, however, that a worker had
acquired his home, consequently he has not got to |
pay any rent. The question is, has he materially "
improved his conditions?  Is he better off? Naot
according to Engels: “Expenses for rent no longer
enter into the value of his labor power. Every re-
duction in the cost of production of labor power,
that is to say, every permanent price reduction in
the workers' necessities of life is equivalent.— ‘on |
the baz:s of the iron laws of pelitical economy’ —
to a reduction to the value of g : 1
therefore, finally result in a L‘i)"r?:s:ﬁ:jirn;n?a]‘r!h 9 tory, but the terrible lessons ?f .the past fifteen
wages.” This, by the way, partly explains the lower vears must never be forgotten if, in the days that
wages in the countryside. b are ahead, we are to avoid such tragedies as befell
; :ln glhc:r words, if the workers do not struggle “;e E-errn:n work;:‘g class and the working class

bﬂ' igher wages, and get them, they gain nothing of the whole world. 4 : b
Y acquiring a home, in the way of a higher standasd There have been and will continue }n e
of living — at best this remains static. apologists for Fascism — weak-kneed and simper-
3 It d?es not even remain stati¢, but rather deter- ing scribes who parrot-like say, "It can't l\.?pper_l
iorates, if all the consequences of the worker owning here,” in this way ‘breaking down the wﬂ] to
3 struggle of the workers, Then there are those por-
traying Fascism as lhhe rg]e of gangster BT“UPUIW:‘};
running away with the State machine, converted | v )
to lhei?r= nwnypnrlat:nm ! movement. One labor j;:;‘,..r‘i" hf;:ﬂf
X At no time will the working elass leamn from la"‘?P.l'- !ﬂm.ﬂ'l i L WWM;' sHime
bourgeois writers, spokesmen and ) g::*’ ; o
Fascism was the rule of the old c aekiene; T

)

L) :
DIMITROV'S TRIUMPH OVER GOERING
. W. 5. CLAYTON S

N of November 6th, 193
O Reichminister Hermann Goering, iacls;'b:::;
and blustering in the Leipzig Court, shouted at
George Dimitrov: “I'm not afraid of youl You
belong to the gallows! Wait till I get you outside
this court!’ 1

On October. 1st, 1946, in Nure
International Military Tribunal, afug: ?:::.fé t:l;.,:
guilty for his part in the most terrible crimes ever
committed against *society, sentenced Hermann
Ceoering to death by hanging.

Today, George Dimitrov continues his great
work, loved the world over by all progressives and
fighters for progress, while his one-time tortures,
hated and spurned by all that is decent in the warld,
has chosen the coward's way out to escape the
hangman's noose. ;

These are landmarks in the unfalding of his-

the evening

methods. Menzies has spoken in praise of Hitler,
Cameron, Harrison of New Guard infamy, Fadden
the spokesman for the landed monopolists — all are
essentially Fascist in their sympathies and in their
outlook an life. For these people and their class,
democracy is a means of maintaining their positions
as the ruling class When it fails to fulfil this role
they will not hesitate to adopt the same measures
as did German, ltalian apd Japanese capitalism, if
the opportunity is given t.gﬂm

This is one lesson the working class, in the inter-
est of its very existence, must never forget.

But it is necessary to go much further than this.
The workers expect reaction from reactionaries. The
recent elections show their distrust and the hatred
felt towards such people not only by the labor move-
ment but by large numbers of middle class people.
It remains yet to be understood that Fascism came
to Germany not so much through the struggle of the
bourgeoisie as through the weakness and spineless-
ness or outright reactionary character of many of the
so-called Labor leaders of that country.
strung the warking class, they prevented labo

they stifled
the monstrous force that was being created.
It should be recalled also that Mussolini was at one
time a_member of the ltaliar Socialist Party as
‘Editor of a Sacialist paper.

There can be no doubt that there are such po
tial betrayers in the ranks of the Australian

home. The worker is not only hampered in his
free movements to sell his labor power to the
h\g}?ear bidder at a given Lime and place.  Since
he is chained to his home, when it comes to the
question of lighting matters out with the employing
class, then, in order not to suffer the possible lmg'
of his home, he may be forced to agree 4
which he would reject if

L to terms
he were in the position to

G emg::n,hhy. opnn-?ﬁ!ﬁl.ﬁ dicta
abolition of bourgeois democratic
movena_tmi;:t freely. ::Ihod no ]l:ng_!: aum gﬂ in

; it becomes quite evident that the real salu-| its replaceme T

tion of th Kers' 3 e TOR R | !
Consintent and s g anenlip lies in i g dobe’ L

struggle with all

In order to overcome, to ug::m: degree, th
1 e present h
g can be the approach i

e followin,
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to understand, let alone solve, the contradictions in

this term.

This dross must be swept into the discard; the
workers' ranks must be cleansed of such rubbish so
that the way will be cleared for united struggle
against the enemies of progress, for victory not only
of a military character over Fascism, but of a moral

and political character also

Then there is a third leszon to learn from the

experiences of past years.

Even with two million Storm Troopers at his
back Goering's exclamation to Comrade Dimitrov,
It was
the unflinching courage of Dimitrov, his exposure and
damning indictment of Nazism hourly and daily
throughout a trial that lasted months, that made

“] am not afraid of you'" proved his fear.

Goering expose himself in this way.

Dimitrov set a standard for all time of how
Communists must conduct themselves in face of the
class enemy. In his dignity and challenging indict-
ment of Fascism he appeared as the persomification
of the incorruptible and inevitably victorious work-
ing class.

When his beloved Bulgaria was slandered,
Dimitrov appeared as the true patriot defending the
national honour of his country. It is true,”” he said,
“that Bulgarian Fascism is savage and barbarous.
But the working class, the peasants and the culture
of Bulgaria are neither savage nor barbarous. True
that the level of material well-being is not so high
in the Balkans as elsewhere in Europe, but it is false
to say that the people of Bulgaria are politically or

mentally on a lower scale than the peoples of other
countries. Our political struggle, our political aspir-
ations are no less lofty than those of other peoples.
A people which lived for five hundred years under a
.!Ol‘cign yoke without losing its language and its nat-
. ional character, a people of workers and Peasants

NEW WAYS

DYSON CARTER
(From ““New Masses,” September 3, 1946.)

WE have all read emotional predictions of what an
atomic war would be like. But it is now admit-
ted by informed scientists that the atom bomb is a
merciful” weapon, of limited killing power, com-
m?htu the arms of biological warfare, ;
ese incredibly barbarous wes
received little attention in the press. po}::.wb:::
enough infermation has been released from censor.
to give us a clear if not a complete idea of
_]:mlngi_nu and biochemists have already
ved Stripped of technical disguises the facts
vidly how we shall die if a World War
s, We need ta examine these facts not
spirit of

horrified curiosity but b
aple and powerful rtutb:':!k;::t‘m
peace.  Here knowledge
super weapon. If we can

ST REVIEW December,
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who have fought and are fighting Bulgarian Fascis
—such a people is not savage and barbarous. On
Fascism in Bulgaria is savage and barbarous. But |
ask you, Mr. President, what country do?’ not 5
cism bear these qualities? . . . The Bulgarian people -
has fought obstinately and with all its strength =
against foreign oppression. Therefore | protest heg
and now against these attacks on my PEUPIE- I have
no cause to be ashamed of being Bulgarian, in facg
I am proud to say that | am a son of the Bulgarian
working people.” s
And in rebuttal of the hysterical slanders about
terrorism directed against the Communists, Dimitroy
spurned the charge with the words: “Mass work, =
mass activity, mass opposition and the United Front
—no adventurism—these are the elements of Com-
munist tactics.”

the warmaking nation had actu
tack, with the victims remaini
ignorance as to who was the aggressor,

As is well known, disease has Inved ok
part in many wars. In fact, up o World War'| o}
epidemic diseases usually cause e n;ii'“
casualties than did weapons, Ag eatly as 1870, :,T:y
bacteriology was still groping toward h‘liﬁ‘knnwn
ledge of disease, Bloxam, the English chemist o
military adviser, seriously advocated that the Brit.
ish army experiment with artillery shells loaded
with small-pox germs. During the first world War
the American doctor Davis revealed to the Univer.
sity of lllinois’ College of Medicine that some at.
tention was being paid to germ warfare, whick he
condemned as “repellent to every sense of Rencr
and fair play.” He was referring to the long-
censored attempt by German agents in 1915 to
infect Allied horses and cattle with virulent dis.
eases.

That attempt was a*failure. Much earlier, dur-
ing attacks on Crimean cities in the fourteenth
century, the Tartars are reliably said to have hurled
upon the defenders parts of corpses dead from
plague. And Pizarro’s troops deliberately gave
Indians clothes from small-pox victims, starting
uncontrollable epidemics which caused some
3,000,000 deaths in Mexico &nd Central America.

Germ warfare was relegated to the realm of
science fantasy for two opposite reasons; plagues
, may attack friend and foe indiscriminately, and the

advance of immunisation made disease dissemin-

ng for some time in

5 1 e
stroy or distort life in ways quite different r
action of poisons. In general, there are va
of these weapons which can be used against

beings, animals or plants, §

biochemists have isolated in pure form the “poisons”
by which certain disease organisms produce illness
and death in our bodies. These substances are so
incredibly potent that newspaper readers have dis-
missed the larised reports as F ic. But
recently in “Science” a statement by Lamanna, Me-
Elroy and Eklund gave facts regarding a toxin
extracted from the botulinus organism. One gamma
of this protein substance will kill half a dozen
adults. About 30,000,000 gammas make up one
ounce. Hence one ounce of the pure toxin would
be more than sufficient to kill almeost every man,
woman and child on this continent.

We know this is cold fact because comparable
substances, of opposite effect, have already been
used to give immunity against certain diseases. For

le a pure ine has lbeen e d

Dimitrov's last words in his defence ended on a
note of courage and hope. “A time will come when
these accounts will have to be settled, with interest]
The elucidation of the Reichstag fire and the identi-
fication of the real incendiaries is a task which will
fall to the people’s Court of the future proletarian
dictatorship. . . The wheel of pistory moves slowly
on towards the ultimate, inevitable, irrepressible
goal of Communism. . ." (Here the Court forbade
Dimitrov to speak further.)

His stand in Court and the inspiration it was ta
the people all aver the world saved Dimitrov from
the Fascist trap. He was freed and proceeded to
Moscow, where, from the Socialist Fatherland, he
continued his inspiring struggle against the dangers

into human
against more

than
Tens of thousands of

beings this gives protection
types of pneumonia.

fu
bl ation increasingly difficult. As late as 1941 emin- pig;,le have already been given the vaccine, and
of Fascism and war. L | ent American scienti idered biological war- (hege tests show that one ounce will immunise half
Today the Nazi hangman has taken rat | fare to be completel tical. However, that 2 million. A more potent vaccine was developed
poison and George Dimitrov, an outstanding figure | same year the National Academy of Science and by men from Western erve University for use
in t}lile \I.Voéld Labor Movement, takes his proud place | the National R h Council pr d new con- against tetanus. On the other hand, there is also
48 the leader of the

b i fidential facts to the Secretary of War who already
e i 'llla;n};.allie;.t :p; re;n:t:méun:erning German and

Japanese experiments in biological warfare. The
¥ facts were not alarming, and the scientists simply
urged that the “debatable question” should be in-
vestigated by planned research.

Suddenly in the summer of 1942 a super-secret )
o e it work. This “War Re: Medical Research Unit No. I, headed by
search Service drew specialists from all over the Albert Paul Kmnr This ‘hwhh
nation. Their findings were decisive. ~ Within plague, the disease caused by

a tetanus toxin, one ounce of which could provide
fatal doses for more than 100,000,000 people.

Last May, Rep. Albert Thomas told sTess
that the Navy had a weapon “far more deadly
than th:hutu;u{r. bomb.” He V:ﬂl mn.hlb?hm

to the ex ¥ Ty ject e h
:El“:“ secret of all our p:renﬁﬁc" bodies, Naval

OF KILLING

0

give the people an und
fare we shall greatly
armaments of peace,

erstanding of biological war- |
strengthen our weapons, the

twelve months the Chemical Warfare bubonic plague but spread &uﬂzi ﬁm
Any nation could wage biological _the Army was called upon to organi from victim to vi instead
fare. The weapons are Eundamentally auperio‘:atl; development’ JThe . nextyese ol

atom bombs, technically and strateg;
they are very cheap, strategically, because

they can be turned

lahoratories were started at
land, fdllowed by plants

— including ¢
ity

Lhe);hhave been set in
vy the attacker, [t ;. i
of the ultinata in herer, oon
detouction breaking ‘out week;

action, without further ef| )
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to stake our cities and
our lives by the tens of m
Over and above all other |
warfare we must understan,
assurances in the press, that s
not hold out any hepe of
against the new weapons. Saom,
propagating. Today science is

regulator” would have permitted the uren to
proach the harvest stage, when vast areas wol
have withered away suddcnly‘. In a recent | :
of “Science”” men of the Special P!OJ:cls Division
(Chemical Warfare Service) admitted that the Te.
sults reported thus far are ‘only tht? beginning,
Once again in contrast, biochemists have henl:»;
allowed to say that many of the hormones are of

time, we can be certdin that a number of other
countries possess biological arme now. e can
also be sure that if eur imperialists carry us inte
another war, for every atomic bomb we hurl, our
opponents will reply with infinitely worse weapons
The majority of us would perish before our scien-
tists could develop protective measures.

And their efforts would be useless, because the

now . .. to dra
having found

hi i con-
i i i of loj studied dis E

& " s importance to farming. One withers trol ouﬂ:.hrealu; ng : )
enemy would change his diseases or m:msh bm’:rrf ::’:;’}!“:;;:‘-‘ [eafes at harvest time, improving the pn_e;:;?;:;: iLaE:e.szlt:. Potato 'hl' h.‘_ A ':
immunising means could be faund. What Seoiiied  vield and gathering of the tubers, Others enalils gt hief is wrought blindly and ain e .
ed can be simply expressed: science has discove iv- us to produce fruits without pollination or seeds. mischief is frg i )}]Bnd sp la_n sucly,
'}mw . A“VE‘TP il I”:]w :fd]s:-“e?rg?,?in:my g“km George W. Merck summarises the perspective thus: have no ai om a malicious enemy in H
Mg us new plagueés and new POlISOnS——

“Every agricultural or horticultural practice which
affects growth, development, ripening or storage, |

* B |
can be influenced te economic advantage

remote from the breeding of new flowers, vege-
tables and grains. This is an exceedingly cqn‘\p}u
and largely secret subject, but we have an_inkling
of what has been achieved in this year's Eli Lilly
award to Dr. Maclyn McCarty. At a meeting of
bacteriolagists, immunalogists and pathologists,
MeCarty told how he used natural enzymes like
desoxyribo-nuclease to change disease germs from
one type to another. It is reasonable to presume
that such experiments were primitive in the WRS
and NMRU.  Today synthetic chemicals and radi-
ations are employed to create new strains of
virulent organisms. The number of possible dis-
eases cannot be estimated.

started.”  Uniquely new plagues, together with
radically effective means of spreading them, wauld
cause slaughter appalling even to the ‘eyewitnesses
of Hiroshima. ¥ & i
Certainly the Soviet Union is engaged in re-
search of this kind. The Academy of Science's
Microbiology Institute ranks among the world's
most advanced institutions. Its director, Vitalj
Rischkov, recently won a Stalin Prize for his basic
studies of virus disease. In my files | have just
found a clipping which deseribes Rischkov's work
on ribosenucleic acid and viruses — three years
old. But we would be making a ridiculously naive
mistake to pose the problem of bislogical warfare
in terms of American vs, Soviet science, Many other
nations, not a few of whom rightly consider them-
We are on the verge of reversing the course i selves grimly shadowed by Truman-Attlee-King
of disease, not with "medicines” or even anti. diplomacy, are frantically spurring their laboratories
biotics like penicillin but by using catalysts which in the race for super catalysts of death.
counteract the very catalysts causing the symptoms Watson Davis, director of Science Service, early
of illness, What is more, other catalysts show us this year desctibed the situation with admirable sim-
that we may scon begin ta control evolution and 2 plicity: “‘The only hope is to bring germs ”’!dﬁm'
heredity, at first in plants and animals, later in = alike into the open so that they may be controlled
respect to man's heritable defests, From explerers in the interest of all peoples.”
our scientists are about to become creators on a It is a tragedy that many scientists have sup-
scale as majestic as the poetry of Genesis, ported the State Department plan for I!ﬂ!!lil‘- energy-
But the realities of research harnessed by im- . “control” or have subscribed to the utopian scheme
perialism are nauseating, Seventeen million people ' of “Warld Government” put forward to A
now living in North America will die of cancer £

if medicine does not advance its knowledge of this
disease.  Yet we find biological war research seek-
ing the “growth regulatorg’ of cancer with the
aim of winning horrifying new substances which -
would doom whole papulations with ancontrolluble
cancer, as surely and swiftly ag methyl cholanthrene
produces the diseases in laboratory animals.

To repeat: for us as Peop
fact is that other nations have
:z:inlngiml weapons,
-urie’s warning to the British Associati
tific w?rkurn in February when E:n ::idsc:]:

€rica 3 atomic energy secrecy drives  atl
countries to “produce mare treacherous and
tertible weapons,” The reactiong 1
pagandists must be aware of the m
we :.be I‘liumriam'l d:al: they continge
war! Here we see the ttern of | h -

Hisots S gsmﬁi

Suppose we go beyond this exciling vision,
Seience has produced a pure substance, ene ounce
of which will kill a hundred million people. A
handful of another chemigal will rid a thousand
farms of weeds. Still another will change hacteria
when diluted 400,000,000,000 times. What do
these facts mean? Research has begun to probe
the secrets of life, growth and death. We are
approaching the hitherto unknown substances which
control the living cell in health and sickness, its

reproduction and inheritance factors, the catalyst
of life

In everyday language this can be viewed two
ways. First, just as the sulfa drugs are enormoualy
more effective against disease and previously known
chemicals, so the new “synthetic diseases” kill with
awesome power. Secondly, each disease of this
kind represents a weapon strategically eomparable
to the atomic bomb—a secret weapon possessed
for the time being by only one nation, Hence,
nations warring with biological arms would be on
an equal footing, But the weapons would be so
destructive that in striving to murder each other
all would be committing siucide,

By way of contrasts we should note that this
research js of bewildering peacetime
hurpam‘ly, for it gives wholly new ways to eliminate
serious diseases. At present the military censor-

ip guards these lifesaving secrets hehind machine-

guns. e only beneficial discoverjes so far dis-
closed are of use tq poultry and cattle]

If the direct destruction of hunian

enough, anather branch of

- concentrated wpon methads of mass starvation by

; means of wiping out basic crops.  Included are

- ¢ kinds of rusts, bacterial rats and virus diseases,

‘most spectacular results weye abtained with

h‘nnn‘nna: which selectively distart the

certain plants.  One of these iy the weed-

. Its military counterparts lay waste to

like th, -eereale and legumes, while

selectivenens they allow ragweed

med. The Authorities

use ane such chemical

caily in the

value to

life were not
hiological research has

ALLEN SHORT agrees that he was
less formulation in

Review wh

le the really incisiy
and are developing
essence of Joliot-

f
-4

s of
pli f Asia, must lock that
%-gn_e_sb vnlfltaggﬁ?%w

former of chromosomes, or
cancer in the cells of everyb

toxin with power to sen
death!

Only the people can save our scientists
the mnn:inr:l :!o! which, unless it is halted. wi
surely des':‘my tl;u;:llung with wﬂdw.ﬂw
the upholders o oitation are starkly revea 2
as?lil:fﬂ?y the enemies of life. Anﬁ!:l:pﬂn the people,

organising for the defence of peace, rests our Iy
‘h::e of rescuing all the world's intelligence and
culture. b e
[A great many ref ‘were
Among these were:,

Waksman, S.A., to the Weﬂinghou‘n Cen-*
tennial- Forum, May 17, 1946 (original paper
sent to author). U

Merck, G.W., lu)ﬂne W.C. Forum, May 16,
1946 (original paper). ; .

Release from Camp Detrick (USCWS) of
May 16, 1946, and May 25, 1946. =

R_elag:ﬁﬁnm NAMRU, Washington, Janu-
ary 4, 1946. . e .

Release from Rockefeller Institute for
Voeat ol Hsm g sch.om - Lilly. soviadt e
1946. A Fons 3

War D ! 4 W
3,-1946. e i

Various items in '“Science” and the

Report
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The capitalist press did not, and does not, Bull;-"
port the demand for an all-round increase in 1;
basic wage or any raising of the living standards
and on this other matter of education of the wark-
ers' children, it might be interesting and profitable
to examine its role. B s

“Gentlemen,’ said a prominent New 'ror_k journ-
alist at the dinner given to him on his retirement,
“There is NO Free Press!” thus disconcerting those
who hoped to preserve this hypocritical veneer.
And what is "Free''? Who owns and thus, whe
controls the press?

The Sydney Morning Herald was glad to report
(on 20/8/1891) “A praposal to establish a State
newspaper (expected to yield a profit n!__E.SD.UOU
a year) was rejected by 55 votes to 17" These,
and greater, profils were secured by those wealthy
people who not only own the press, but who there-
fore see to it that the press serves their interests.
These interests are not served by the distribution
of too many of these profits to raise the living
standards of the people.

The New Deal for Education is something more
basic than the question of the salaries of teachers,
and on this issue the attitude of the capitalist press,
and of the class that owns it, needs examination.

When in England in 1807 a proposal was made
that parish schools should be supported at public
expense, it was met by the objection that giving
education to the working class would be "‘found
prejudicial to their morals and their happiness; it
would teach them to despise their lot in life instead
of making them good servants in agriqulture and
other laborious employments to which their rank
has destined them. Instead of teaching them sub-
ordination it would render them fractious . . . 3
enable them to read seditious pamphlets and pub-
lications against Christianity.”

¢ same source quoted above goes on to say

that, in 1833, the Government voted a grant of
twenty ‘thousand pounds for primary schools. Six
years later, .this-was increased to thirty thousand
for three million children at the same time that
seventy thousand was voted for stables for
queen|

With the increasing complexity of the means
of produr.l:o_n. the ruling class came to see that
some education, and more technical education,
necessary for the efficiency of the workers,
horrifying the idea of these workers reading
pamphlets must have been,

Herg in NS'W. the Public Instruction Act of
1880 laid down the principle of State responsibility
for education. in England,

g I8 was opposed, as
- by those conservative and religious bodies who had
¢ : a € press was

:.y;_vn-l’:hgu!s “-nd the conservativ

o dress up all sorts of “moral” and “soeial™
‘objections to its free and compulso i

tension. While parents and tsache:'i ol b
overnment i

the new

was
however
seditious

ST REVIEW December, December, 1946 _
wider vistas of mental 5 Nor is their !uppgg‘tima:“
bﬁ:;‘ii:[ ag?‘gwtge:) ‘l-lhpg children, the press continye ople will actively Sninit o Ao By sdesiin ey 0 Il‘
:3 preach its "moral” objections to such expendi. better school and for I{"Il_*r OPportunit are to be found the us :‘dw le of
ture. "To be valued, it must blf Pll;;' f‘;; b-s“"law ﬁﬂ:i“"-f 5 :ﬁEOmm_l:niu Party, § Ak Tas Tt A Sl
v , and by the country that shou e con. ; es of educatian, not an elestion Tyl il af world’ : _
;:rns:dy t:ndevzlep its assets—its future citizens| g ploitation of man by man, but for his

but a vital part of thoge things for z ! ol
The old argument that it must be paid for means # p and his enjoyment.
that the wealthy get the best, the useful peopl]
don’t.

Again, the Herald (surely the most worthy
mouthpiece of the capitalist _F“’ﬂ!;') says on
14/8/1906 against free education: :

“The Government, we understand, is to sub-
mit proposals for free primary education . . . the
remission of fees means nothing to parents who
are able to pay for their children’s education. But
particular parents are relieved of the payment of
£75,000 for value received.”

Later, on 3/9/193]:—

“People paid small fees towards the education
of their children in primary schools up to 19086,
and in secondary schools up to 1911. It was geod
for them to pay,”

Conale

"WH.-’\T is meant by the expression, ‘Freedom is

the recognition of neessity’? s it a r rely
philosophical conception? How would you relate it
to man's freedom in Sacialist Russia?"—W,J.\W.

the word necessity (in the meaning, of course, of

the laws of the objective world, both of nature and

society). Why strive against “blind forces of

2 nature”? — argue the exploiters and their apolo-

The expression comes from the great German gists. Alternatively, social discontent is attributed
P}"'IOSUP"I{T- HEE;L _ll is another rendering of his to “original sin,"" or inherent perversity, or ways or
thought: N“Ejﬂ“? is blind only in so far as it is characteristics which had “no sanctions or warrant
not understood.” By necessity is meant nature and  in nature.”” Philosophers who defend in one way
nature's laws, society and the laws of sacial develop-  or another the interests of the exploiters deny objec-
ment, objective fact, the outer world and its law- tive ity, adopting the viewpoint of the anci
governed processes. The problem may be stated as Protagoras that “man is the measure of all things,”
follows:—Can man better the world? ' [s he free to  This is incorrect. The universe and its laws are not
do it? Have not many thinkers asserted that the the “image”” of man. The necessity of nature is pri-

~ world cannot be changed, and that, for example, mary, and that of human consciousness and volition,
“there will always be wars,” and, “you cannot secondary., The latter, said Lenin, "“must operate in
change human nature”? Further, do the laws of conformity with the former.” not vice versa.
nature and society exist independently of our under- The oppressars and their ideologists did more,
standing, or are not these laws something which our ¢ course, than argue, and scold phil i
minds have given to nature? And finally, isn't there
free will?  Isn't man free to be good, moral, pious,
obedient to his "natural superiors,” or free if he

ooses to be sinful, disobedient and rebellious?

And in the same year:—

“The raising of the school age would accom-
plish nothing of any permanent value.”

The press has always been ready to grumble
at State Education, not hecause it is inadequate,
not because some schools are old, unhealthy, over-
crowded and badly equipped, but because all
typists can’t spell perfectly, or hecause pupils don't
show a slavish joy at hard and poorly paid manual
work. And when the system produces juvenile de- 1
linquency, there are not lacking those who find it |
encouragingly easy to appear in the columns of the 4
press blaming the schools, After all, not all delin-
quents who win front page fame are products of
the State (public school) system of education!

The recent New Education Conference further
exposes the capitalist press, First of all, there was
the insulting ratio of space given to racing and
crime to that allowed ‘education. Emphasis was

Countless millions of humanity's hest died in the
cause of freedom.
Ah‘d.hm this ,,‘h m, i l:.' l'l::e' i
tion, Marxism states that man becomes free, not by
. We are thus d with a tion which, .. il igmoring: the Facbs o Jifs
most definitely, is not “purely philosophical”’; if it (ne:en:i;r)."::\':inns;:n;; :bemhmuﬂhﬂﬁh—?
[ had no practical meaning for mankind, it would not and hopelessly to alleged overpowering forces of
be worth discussing, The first thing to note is the nature. Nature can be controlled to an i
difficulty in arriving at an undmlandmg\__o[w!: erandintl exdh@ ndl S e
socially significant words as freedom, mﬁﬂjﬁ" essential is to learn, to

given ta a metaphysical approach to . fice, etc, This is due to the concealment of meaning, ") "0 coe of na
lhirqg called vaguely education, praise amm'!"i’,:zt;;: or the ]}n]f—'nnd-h.alf or douf?le meanin ;”g these | world to d
ual” efforts, no lauding, hardly & mention vt Words in class-divided society lend

of the Children’s Charter ew Ed 1
ucation
Act of 1944 of England, a general Eelittli.n;mnf
State (public schaol) education. And these at-
tacks directly, or by implication, on =
for a New Deal
all sections of

The governments of Britain and Australia,

ample, are labelled labor; but apart from v

s, their home and foreign .

Dr. Evatt has been blethe:

during the past twelve ma

Brotest came from him while
voting Greeks, Indonesians,

of the N

Eiﬁh‘.

Compare the attitude
t}:o;ebwor!:a]:a 'urganintiima which are
ated by right wing or clerical i
there was the realisation u,.LE’i'?."'& n&
something they had always wanted for
ren. Te was no need ight for a

in the press of these badics! ﬁ'f

not do
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external nature founded u
necessities of naturs. i
“The statement by Engels supplies the answer to
the third question, on freedom under Socialism. The
Soviet people won their emancipation, not by ignor-
ing the laws of nature and of social development,
but by recognising abjective fact, by a sman_hhc
study of needs and opportunities, and by organise
struggle for given aims. Again from Engels, as he
envisaged in the 1880's the Socialist saciety to come:
“The seizure of the means of production by
society puts an end to commodity production, and
therewith to the domination of the product over
the producer. Anarchy in mc‘ial production is ré
placed by conscious organisation on a planned basis.
The struggle for individual existence comes to an
end, And at this point, in a certain sense, man
finally cuts himself off from the animal world, leaves
the conditions of animal existence behind him and
entera conditions which are really human. The con-
ditions of existence forming man's environment,
which up to now have dominated man, at this point
pass under the dominipn and control of man, who
now for the first time becomes the real conscious
master of Nature, because and in so far as he has
become master of his awn social organisation, The
laws of his own social activity, which have hitherto
confronted him as external, dominating laws of
Nature, will then be applied by man with complete
understanding, and hence will be dominated by man.
Men's own social organisation which has hitherto
stood in opposition to them as if arbitrarily decreed
by Nature and history, will then become the volun-
tary act of men themselves. The objective, external
forces which have hitherto dominated history, will
then pass under the control of men themselves. It
is only from this point that men, with Full consei-
ousness, will fashion their own history; it is only
from this point that the social causes set in motion
by men will have, predominantly and in constantly

pon the knowledge of the

WH.EN th‘e Red Army met, held and then shatiered
¥ Hitler's Wehrmacht, the eapitalist world gaped
ln_uwomde! and jabbered about “miracles.” There
~ are mo miracles. Communists and their supporters

knew what was happening. The stupefaction of the
erts’’ was not because they had fallen victims to
uumlpropnggnd!. Something more was in-

-iimpln truth was that a new civilisati
ﬂwwulg,. a civilisation ;l'{lh n"ﬁl:‘.‘i

PROBLEMS OF LENINISM (STALIN)
L. HARRY GOULD
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i i the effects willed by men. It is
;:f::::trf xﬂl‘::;ul':zm the realm of necessity into the

realm of freedom. | i
l’lOf first importance is practice: Le.nm_oba.ﬂved:
“For Engels the whole of human practice is part

of the theory of knowledge, thus gi:ving an cbjective
criterion of truth. Until we acquire knowledge of
the laws of nature, which exist an
ly of our mind, we are slaves of

Finally, the problem of necessity confronts the
Communists in capitalist lands in theory and prac-
tice under the following main heads:—

. The criminal warmongering policy of im-
perialists plotting World War Three. 2. The
coming economic crisis. 3. Slums, famines, terror- B
ist suppression of colonial peoples. 4. The still 1
enormously powerful caFitalist ideology among the
Tiasses. 3. Soclal-Democracy and its special rale
of keeping the workers disunited. 6. The objec-
tive opportunity for mankind to achieve social
change by peaceful democratic methods, an end
desired by the Communists, but with the evident
intention of the exploiters to resist change by
violence, In the Soviet Union, necessity is mani-
f.sted primarily in the survivals of the past, such
as low productive technigue, and also in the im-
perialist threat of attack.

Every one of these conditions constitutes a basic
problem, and every one exists objectively, ie., in-
dependently of our eonsciousness, will or desire.
The solution can be only as indicated above, name-
ly, by recognising their objective necessity, master-
ing their secrets, and applying policy accordingly.

(References: Engels, Anti-Duhring, Part Three;
Lenin, Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, Chap.
3; Marx, Critiqgue of the Gotha Programme, with
Appendices by Marx, Engels and Lenin; Lenin, The
Deception of the People by the Slogans of Equality
and Freedom; R. Dixon and L. Sharkey, A Free
World Without Violence.)
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This does not mean that we see a thing as soon
as it happens. When the light strikes the back of
our eye it breaks down a purple substance called
rhodopsin. This starts messages along a number
of nerve Fibres, and these are switched over ito
other fibres, finally reaching the area at the back
of the brain concerned in vision. This takes about
a twentieth of a second.

1“5:’:nd wravels at the moderate speed of 750
r, or reughly a mile five seconds.
ly estimate

miles per hou
So with a stop-watch one could g easil
the distance of a doodlebug burst within 400 yards.
The doodlebug travels at about half the speed
of sound. So its sound precedes it and gives a
warning. A howitzer or mortar shell also travels
clower than sound. On the other hand, a field-
oun shell or bullet from a rifle or machine-gun, let
alone an anti-aircraft shell, travels quicker than
sound, and gives no warning. A rocket may travel
either slower than sound, or faster. V2 goes a
good deal faster, and therefore gives no warning.
A hooter on a cat Lravelling a3 fast as sound, or

faster, would be useless

[f the sound track of a cinema film wete exactly
synchronised with the pictures, the sound would
always arrive late. Some time is taken in generat-
ing it, and some in its travel through the air. So
the sound track is put forward, and the sound of
a man's voice starts out a fraction of a second be-
fore his lips are 1 to move. Sound and sight
are thus synchronised for people sitting near the
back of an ordinary hall. But if you sit in the siz-
penny seats in front, the voice arrives before the
lips move, and if you sit at the far end of a large
hall the voice arrives late, unless it is relayed by
a loud-speaker at the back.

Sound consists of series of pressure waves moy-
ing through the air, The air consists of rapidly
moving molecules. They are travelling at many
different speeds. Some are moving in the same
direction as the sound; others in the opposite direc-
tion, sideways, or obliquely. So the speed of sound
is a good deal less than the average speed of the
molecules; in fact, about 74% of it.

In a gas the molecules are far apart, but in a liguid
there is not much space between them. So the sound
travels mueh quicker. Roughly speaking, the time
taken is equal to the length of the gaps between the
molecules, divided by their average forward speed,
In fact, sound travels four and a quarter times as
fast in waler'as in air. This has an important bear-
ing on the hunting of submarines by the "Asdic™
method, which depends on sound.

Seund is not much good for locating an aero-
plane. The sound from a plane three miles away
takes 15 seconds to reach our ears. During this
time a plane moving at 300 m.p.h. has gone a mile
and a quarter. But a submarine under water moves
at about 10 or 15 m.p.h., and sound travels faster
‘in water; So sound location is about 100 times as
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s
nes as against aeroplan:
gh a corvette
a small distance

efficient against submari
It is in fact very useful, even thou
frigate chasing a submarine aims
behind it.

Except
a great rioise,

in dealing with distant ebjects producing
such as aeroplanes, the lag in tran-,

mission of light or sound makes very little N

difference to our actions. The lag between 3
of a sense organ and muscular action is mucr more
serious. (One cannot determine the lag between
sensation and action, because there is no way of
measuring, within a split second, when a sensation *
begins.)

gSimple reactions to simple stimuli do net take
very long. If a man is told to press the button when
he sees the light, the reaction time is about a tenth
to a fifth of a second. If he is told to press they
buttor when he sees a red light and the pedal whe
he sees a green one, about two-fifths of a secand
are needed, and a good deal longer for more com- 3
plicated reactions, though these times can be re-
duced by training. 3

Societies react very slowly to new situations,
and religious bodies are even slower than political
ones. In particular, States react very slowly to
changes in productive forces. In England we still
have large vestiges of feudalism, such as the House
of Lords and hereditary ownership of land.

Feudalism woerked well enough when every
manor produced its own food and-clothes. It was
already out of date when traders could use pack-
horses or ox-carts, but it survives inta the age of
aeroplanes and railways.

Over most of the world capitalism survives.
This again was quite efficient in the early stages
oi the development of trade and manufacture, but
was already out of date a century ago. Today it
will only work at all if its “hommal® dwerking it

B

interfered with by an elaborate system of controls. -‘

Socialists are aware that capitalism is out
date, and most Socialists desire to sweep away man:
other out-of-date institutions. But they do not al-
ways realise the full possibilities of technical pro-
gress. For example, prefabricated houses far
larger and more durable than the Portal house
have been made in small numbers, and should form
a part of our housing programme. Our methods of
heating houses could be overhauled, with a great
saving of coal and gain in cleanliness. Our cleaning

methods, both in the house and the scullery, are

still in the feudal stage.
A Socialist should make himself aware of

improvements which technical progress has :I“
possible, not only in society as a whole, but
details of life. If he does not he is in the p
of an anti-aircraft gunner who, instead of
ahead of a bomber, aims in the direction fro;
its sound comes. ;
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