g_.)_,ur_l-lﬁl

mrker No.1 ® MARCH 1977 » 606

M !
THEORETICAL JOURNAL OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIDNAL IN AUSTFIALIA |

Socialist Revolution and the /’;
Struggle for Women s Liberation
| SIrrvrinsy 32205

Fo e T

SFPIPREGRIP LY. = S T d mn.fi s ™



Introducing Socialist Worker

One of the key decisio

) A ns of the Fifth Ng

of the Socialist Workers P e
Sydney was the
theoretical

al Conference
arty held over January 27-31 in
decision 1o launch a new 7 y
journal, Socialist Worker.

In presenting the Tasks and Pe
conference

Trotskyist

: rspectives Report to the
g Iiml‘lnrl):tl '«m:n'!_m? Jim Percy poinlr:‘d out l:l]::[

1 the broadened possibilities for the party's intervention
in the class struggle and the growth of the party itself
demanded an increased propaganda offen y!)ir;;
Action, party’s weekly newspaper, would be e.\rmnd.cd :n
SIZ€, coverage and distribution. But that was not enough. A
theoretical journal could supplement the work of Dri't;("r

Ai mkm and develop on a new scale the party’s theoretical
work, ]

Al the time of this decision there was no Trotskyist
lhcn}'eucal journal in Australia. The party had prc\-m[m\
published a journal, Socialist Review, which ceased
publication in mid-1972 after five issues. In many ways this
Journal was the forerunner of Socialist H'urkw,kTthpaln\'
had decided 1o suspend the journal in order to build Direct
Action. Early in 1976 Direct Action became weekly and
during the course of that year was able to consolidate itself
sufficiently to allow the projected expansion.

Socialist Worker will promote Trotskyist theory and
analysis in a situation where the realm of “theory™ has been
left until now to the Stalinists of the Communist Party of
Australia with their publication Ausiralian Left Review and
the neo-Stalinists and Althusserians of Arena and Interven-

| hon As well, Sacialist Worker will compete with the various
} specialist journals which have an anti-Marxist direction in
the women’s movement and other sections of the mass
movement

The Fifth National Conference revealed very clearly the
theoretical strengths of the party. An organ was necessary
for lh_c expression of these strengths.

Existing journals such as Arena and Intervention are the
product of little elite groups of left intellectuals who without
any parly and without any intervention in the class struggle
are simply unable to fulfill the theoretical needs of the
radicalising workers. women, Blacks and migrants. Only a

party which bases iself on ¢
Marxism and Intervenes on g ¢ H‘|
the oppressed will be able l-‘- =
that is worthy of the name S
: Together with Australian |
CPA which has recently
thrusts in to the class strug
CAMpaign, an across class
stitutional reform

formation de
these existi

\ g publ

confusion on the key theoretica] A !1 pr

the Australian left. We have n i ‘
degeneration of the Australian M

publications, promote the reaction:
nationalism.

Socialist Worker will be directly counterposed to
publications. Its aim will be to promote clarity on the tas
we face in the class struggle in Australia: our attitude t
Labor Party, our approach to the women’s lib

movement, the nature of Australian capitalism and the
defense of Trotskyist positions on the national question, on
political economy and on philosophy

As well, it will be an internationalist journal which fight

for clarity on the nature of the world revolution and t!
tasks of revolutionaries around the globe. This will
umportant strength of our journal. No other current ca
draw on the strength of a genuine international moveme
and consequently on all the acquisitions of over 130 year
the Marxist movement.

So Socialist Worker will not be an eclectic hodge-podge
the latest fashions in philosophy or the intellect
meanderings of sclf-appomnted “experts™ in this or t
aspect of Australian capitalism. It will take a strong stand
will be a revolutionary Marxist journal, a product of 1
political achievements of the Socialist Workers Party asp
of the Fourth International, the world party of social
revolution

At the same time, cialist Worker welcomes letter
contributions and criticisms from our readers. We hope tc
make debate and discussion a regular feature of our journal
We will publish Socialist Worker every two months

socialist

worker
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[ the articles we publish in this 1s5ue come out of the Fifth
Confercnce of the Socialist Workers Party. We will
ather resolutions and reports in future issues,
time we include the resolution Socialist Revolution and the
for Women's Liberation which was adopted at the
ference and Alliances and the Revolutionary Party which was
nted as an educational during the Conference.
 resolution was drafted by Mary-Alice Waters who * 15

iance in 1968 and has been editor of the socialist weekly The
Militant since 1971, She edited the
book Rosa L

national chairwoman ot tne United States Young Socialisf .

N

. George Novack was born in Boston and educated in Harvard. He
15 a noted Marxist scholar, editor of Existenialism versus
Marxism , and author of numerous books including An fnrrodue-
tion 1o the Logic of Marxism , and The Origins of Marerialism.
Novack has been active in the defence of civil liberties since the
Scotlsboro case in 1932 and was national secretary of the American
Committee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky which played a major
role in securing Trotsky's release from house arrest in Norway in
1936. After joining the Trotskyist movement Novack collaborated
with Trotsky in educating the movement in the principles of
dialectical materialism.
Novack would be well known to our readers here in Australia
‘both through his books and his successful 1973 tour.

A dedicated educator of the revolutionay movement, Novack in
his article In Defence of Engels polemicises against a whole serics of

Speaks
(1970) and is the author of the
pamphlets GIs and the Fight
Against War (1967), The Politicsof
Women's Liberation Today (1970),
and Feminism and the Marxist
Movement  (1972). Waters is
_currently a member of the political
committee of the United States
Socialist Workers Party.
> : The editorial by Nita Keig in this
. Mary-Alice Waters issue spells out the situation in the
women'’s liberation movement in Australia and points the way

“air in an atmosphere poisoned by

™ in the realm of Marxist philosophy. Under the
disguise of an attack on Engels such philosophersas Ernst Fischer,
‘Schmidt, Sartre, Marcuse, Adorno and certain Eastern European
oppositionists such as Kolakowski actually attack the fundamental
tenets of Marxism. Novack shows
convincingly that any attempt to
erode the materialist basis of
Marxism inevitably allows idealism
1o come in the back door.
This polemic is a breath of fresh

the philosophy of anti-Marxist
“Marxists” who create false

forward. Her editoral serves as an duction to the

_ on women's liberation and indicates that the ideas in the document

ire in urgent need of application in this country.Keig has been an

activist in the Vietnam anti-war movement and a participant in the
's 1i i sinee its i ion in this country. A

dich between “the young
Marx”and “the mature Marx” and
between Marx and Engels and who
conclude that Leminism and
Stalinism are one and the same and that both area resultof Engels®

George Novack

y socialist paper Direct
Action and a former national
secretary of the Socialist Youth
Alliance, Keig is currently &
member of the political committee
of the SWP and the party's Sydney
regional organiser.

Alliances and the Revolutionary
Party is the text of an educational
presentation by Dave Holmes. It
deals with the theoretical bases of
1he Fourth International’s position
on the popular front. It counter-
poses to the popular front of the
tic of the united front as proposed by Trotsky as
 the fight against fascism in Germany. Holmes
of this theary to the present time with reference
of Stalinist and Social Demoeratic currents

i Vietnam anti-war movement before
! I:;;t\::m:m in 1970, In 1972 he moved 10
‘the national office of the Socialist Workers
League (former name of the
Socialist Workers Party). Holmes
is a former contributor 10 the old
Sacialist Review and has edited
Direct Action and is currently the
national  organisation
-~ secretary. 4
-Alug; this issue we reprint from
Intercontinental Press (February
, 1976) an article by George
vack., The aricle was first
ted as a talk as part of an
nal program fulluvnr\;li)!
the United States Socialist
17-21, 1975.

P hy! Many radicals have been hoodwinked by these
aberrant theories. Novack’s article goes a long way towards
clarifying the inadequacies and contradictions of these newly
resurrected philosophies. 3
Socialist lg’wker ﬁmpes through articles of this type to promafe
discussion on Marxist philosophy
in the framework of preserving the
\radition of Marxand Engels, later
continued by Lenin and Troftsky.
In the review section of this issue
we reprint Cindy Jaquith’s I!rmmi
miller on Rape: A Betrayal of
Feminism. First published in Inter-
national Socialist Review (Apf\l
1976} this article was republished in
Direct Action . It is again published
because of its enormous Joaut®
significance for the womens " Sty ;
ion movement in this country, the visit 1o Australia [ast year
I;rh;::n Brownmiller to coincide with the release of her book
Will. { :
Agg::y?:;uilh is the national women's hbenn};)ndngc‘:cjrlﬂfu:lt\;
Socialist Workers Party of the United States. Inthis revie w:uh-
coneludes that Brownmiller’s book “... not only fails to “sletmh
very problem it seeks to address, but it repmnntsuluha?“ 4
fight for the emnncipaliun”of women, and a dangerous weapon
ur engmies. S 4 i
lh‘ll?:h'::d;e:'ts:n on news of the Fourth International we publish twa
features. One deals with the January 14 mu;ns in London.
organised to repudiate the Healyite slanders :]Smst mhﬁm'“
and George Novack, The other deals with the progress of

{he contrast between genuine concern
of ensuring the securt
enpressed by the SWP and on
t's apparent
whigh is just a cover




itorial

In recent months a discussion has
been going on within the women’s
liberation movement around the coun-
‘try about the state of the movement at
the present time and what direction it is
taking. This discussion has taken place
in th; pages of the various newspapers
~and journals of the women’s movement
as well as in meetings and informal
‘conversations. But it is apparent that a

many women are stepping back

~and looking at the movemcgtr.' Tﬁey are
‘What have we achieved? Where

the women's movement heading?
are the most relevant and useful
“ideas for the movement and what is the
- way forward? What comes through this

Mﬂm state of the movement
widespread feelings of dis-

 demoralisation.

The Crisis in
Women’s Liberation:
the Need for a Socialist Perspective

‘What does account for the problems
of the women's liberation movement at
the moment? There is no single, simple
answer to this question but one thing
remains certain. The objective con-
ditions which have given rise to women’s
struggles in the past and which gave rise
to the new wave of women's struggles
amu_nd the world in recent years
continue to exist. These conditions are
rumgd in the very nature of women's
continuing oppression and the growing
will and ability of women to challenge
that oppression. Women's struggles
{emain as real, as pressing and as
important as ever and the women's
I'Ebcraiion movement remains a poten-
tially very significant force in all the
coming struggles for social change.

The various problems the women’s
movement faces at present—the slower
pace of events, the lack of clear, unifying
focuses for action or demonstrable
victories are all conjunctural ones. The
women’s liberation movement does not
existin a political vacuum. Itis part and
parcel of the day-to-day social and
political struggles taking place. It is a
part of the overall class struggle and
_subject to its ebbs and flows, And today
in Australia the class struggle is going
through a period when it is experiencing
some very real setbacks. The entire
‘working class, but particularly its most
- oppressed layers such as women, Blacks
nd migrants, are under fierce attack
from the ruling class, represcnted in
_ government by Fraser and his gang. In
an piiop their ma
od of warsening economic crisis,

he capitalist class he
attempting to drive down
dards of a.llf xr:irl:g
yof the rights

the o

The attack on women

Part of this general onslaught is the
attack on women. Women, of course,
are generally the first to be pushed out of
the labor market in times of crisis. Their
working conditions are eroded, they
lose their jobs, if married they don
receive unemployment benefits, their
ability to fight for such needs
abortion and childeare is undermine
and their whole social position suffers
setback. Women in large numbers once
apain become isolated in the hoo
economically dependent and genera
more susceptible to the pressures
conservative ideas. This whole proc
finds its reflection n the organis:!
women’s movement. When women
society as a whole are in retreatand ar:
not making gains, the mare conscious
forces in the form of the women's
movement are also pushing uphill. The
movement doesn’t grow as rapidly and
there isn't the same degree of response
from women to initiatives from the
movement, The problems of the
women’s liberation movement with the
onset of a downturn in the class struggle
are all the more acute because of the
relative newness and weakness of this

movement. It is far less organised and its

structures are more [ragile than oth
organised sections of the oppresse
such as the trade union movemen

even in many ways the Black ma e
As a result it is not able to weaths

periods of lull or downturn a |
After any defeat or seth
time belore the working cl
layers of the oppressed ca
forces 1o fight back and beloy
overcome their initial
and start to see the wa
again. This process is alwi

st misleaders who do all in
er Lo prevenl the workingclass

ely defending its rights and
ing the status quo.

fership and the women'’s
ement

hile the women's liberation move-
t does not have an cntrenched
formist leadership of t ind, it does
ve a crisis of leadership or a crisis of
political perspectives. As yet there are
‘not enough women in the women's
liberation movement who have a
‘revolutionary consciousness and un-
~ derstanding of the sort of strategy and
orientation required if women are to
start to wage an effective fight back and
continue building the movement 1n a
mass way. Instead a whole range of
misleading political ideas prevail.

So the current erisis in the women’s
liberation movement stems on the ane
' hand from the objective problems of the
Jass struggle as a whole (of which the
uggle of women is an integral part)
nd on the other hand from subjective
ors connected with the current
kness of a revolutionary leadership
the women's movement. And this isa
s problem for women wanting to
d the women's liberation movement,
cularly because the very idea of
dership is an unpopular coneept in
omen’s movement at present. It’sa

ons for this, some quite healthy and
standable. For example, it is a
n against being passive lollowers
way that women have always been
. It’s also & reaction against the
democratic and cult-type leaderships
t were a traditional feature of
Jeft” polities and which still
in such areas as the student

word, in fagt. There are a lot of

movement to a large extent. Needless to
say, this sort of scene has always been a
male-dominated one. And in part it is
also a reaction to the behaviour of
various sectarian women in the move-
ment who try to lecture and preach from
on high.

‘What needs to be remembered is that
regardless of the claims of those women
who are most vociferously “anti-
leadership™ and generally also anti-any
forms of organisation, democratic
meeting procedure etc there is almost
always a de facto leadership of some sort
in existence and usually you don’t have
to look very far to find it. It’s generally
precisely those women leading the fight
against leadership.

But the point is not really that some
women in the movement have to
lead others but that the women’s
movement must play a leading role in
relation to women in general, those who
are not yet politically conscious of their
oppression or ready to fight it. Thereisa
crisis of leadership in the women’s
movement if those women who are
already conscious and active are unable
to effectively build the movement and
draw more women into political action.
The women’s movement has to concern
itself with leading the women's libera-
tion struggle. The women who comprise
the women's liberation movement today
have to recognise that they are the
vanguard and have a special role in
awakening a political consciousness in
other women. This role is an organising
one which involves working out the
most effective ways of developing this
consciousness and giving mass expres-
sion to the struggle of women.

It is also easier to understand the role
of leadership when it is looked at 1n
terms of the crisis of leadership current-
Iv confronting the working class as a

whole.

The Crisis of Leadership
of the Oppressed

Marxists don’t believe that the mass
of exploited and downtrodden in
the world today are going to throw off
their oppression without a conscious
fight. We don’t believe, in fact we know
from the lessons of history, that the
transition from capitalism to socialism
on an international scale is not going to
occur spontaneously if only we sit back
and wait long enough. The socialist
revolution unlike any previous social
revolutions in history has to be an
extremely conscious one. It is the first
revolution in history requiring the
simulraneous overthrow of the capitalist
political and economic order and the
establishment of an entirely new society
that has only been anticipated and
planned for in the form of a
revolutionary program or the various
demands raised in the interests of the
oppressed. In addition to this, in their
struggle for socialism the working
people have to confront the most
powerful, well-organised and class~
conscious ruling class in history. A
defeat of this ruthless ruling minority is
not going to take place unless the
working masses are organised and
aware of the nature and scope of this
task.

And this is where the role of a
revolutionary Marxist party, a Leninist
party comes in. A revolutionary partyis
necessary to introduce & political con-
sciousness into the working class, not
merely a CONSCIOUSDESS of economic
oppression but of every single form of
injustice and exploitation. In this way it
tries to unite the various struggles of all
the oppressed in the struggle to abolish




g This also explains the limitations ofa ~ problem is to create a means by which

: ﬂld whhcn‘ m'm)fr (f)efmlahlz campaign suc}?as the current Working = wamen SIS into the movement can
[ hories o Women's Charter campaign. This is  become involved in meaningful political
have been explored and inly a piece of propaganda, activity. The forms political campaigns
Rk g it g hmber of s -t{f ¢ Pm:ulale discussand gain  can take are infinite provided the
turn to Marxism. But manyare  something o: RO ban eh‘viously initiative is there in the first place and
oL ]?)' the pifitics E:dorsteu:fsrc';uloirr; this ciapacuy_ But the there are enough activists to follow an
" muqO_M:”m[ lendencalf: cha?ltreis itself no re;:l basis foraction 35!_“0 through and build it. ('ampa;lgns
10 Bt wgrn]:n the It's no shortcut to either buildinga mass  might be around local issues, Al :5
eI e potkery, t“al £ women's liberation movement or  childeare in a local area, or they might
By e sy pelly, developing revolutionary consciousness  be in defence of |qduslrja\[ :i.E[InFl by
RiEEcqisg o cven, g amongst women. There is no shortcut Women in a p‘amcular actory, ;r:
o raRnc Jatline (O Tecopnite around patiently mobilising women around a women’s studies ;”“T:i l;tllhe
revolutionary significance of the through particular struggles. Theré’s no educahunallnmluilun.ﬂl’l! o
- women's liberation struggle is a test of way one can address women and say campaigns that are general and ha s [L
the bankruptey 01.— HSiETEAl Sy “Don't try to fight around equal pay potential to be cq—urdﬁnal;dr?n:m:z:

waorkerist and sectarian currents on the here, or abortion there (besides, some of national basis like the abo .;l)

R R s ke e T on l‘hc left might add, that’s sellout The potential is there if there are

class society. This does not mean that
the oppressed have 1o abandon their
. own special forms of organisation in this

struggle, or dissolve their various
movements into the revolutionary

So how does this relate to the
women's liberation
relates tp the Women’s
because the same general le:

bourgeois women
movement? It on this in his cony

Lenin comm
s | ersations with (
movement Zetkin in [92( which were prep:

I ine Marxists in putting forward a
ssons that  discussions leading upto genuine P

i issuei i sufficient women to play a “leading ™
ApPly to the w ki 1 | the drait correct analysis of women’s oppression fmg]::j?:eg:l Oirdsp::i‘{:lwgarua!‘:r; role - ik

‘ s ! orking class as a whole a resolution Concerning work a 1 tionall low I i Mot R

party. The special organisations and also apply to women and to any other women for the Thirg .{"m;ur. \{‘ andammtcgyfc]urwomenshbera Revolutionary Struggle scale!) lnst=add. A e e

movements of the oppressed will exist Eroup of oppressed people. Winning Comintern in 192 He said gricatircrucy let us serve it all up to yo\: E:;:Sfciﬁ:.;._ forward, that they are genuinely in the

for as long as they need to, before and Women’s liberation is going to require  demands are practical concly How do we fight for Women's save some mmd_ Nma_“m&zw e e g

after the revolution. : anorganised fight. The women’s libera.  which we have drawn from the by = tion? dallying around on T st ot v e

- But Whllltducsman]slhatnosingle tion struggle strikes directly at the nced, the shameful humiliatio LT RERIER o ban By UGN g oppression, and secondly the mc;h;}ds

sectiol nofﬂ!_‘ oppressed 15 capable onis  capitalist  system. The patriarchal women in bourgeois society, def ¥ i s au‘?lrl{‘-mul:;-musl et e 1t o strairs vaed s dfienc o Bt
own of making the socialist revolution. nuclear family, the chief institution op- and without rights, We der  Because of the extent of wom is of y

Only a mass revolutionary party :

n Pressing women, is a pillar of class thereby that we recognise these ne
Tepresentative of all these strugples and  society. An attack on the role of women  and are aware of the humili
containing their most conscious lea ders

I in the family i;an attack on this system.  woman, the privileges of the man, 1
: armed with a Program for the Because of this even the most modest we hate, ves, hate everything, and w

of all can accomplish this  demands of WOmen are going to meet abolish cverything which tortures a

i b 4 with resistance from the Huling class. oppresses the woman worker.
. The objective conditions for socialist  The women's liberation movement has  housewife, the peasant woman, the w
: Q'Whyebeenpefnralangtlme to be aware of this and prepared 1o wage of the petty trader, yes. and in ma
now. The First World War and the a conscious nd organised fight for. cases the women of the possessit

iclory  of the Russian Revolution women's rights. clags.”

‘emonstrated very coy i ql_vlhalthe This is also the way that women will He also said
‘world capitalist or imperialist system  be able to roll back the existing sexism  women in different countries working to
wjﬂﬂw!me S0 why hasnt the and prejudices towards women on the build a broad international conference
mﬁl@ﬁ&qm?ﬂd over managed  part of men, prejudices that divideand  of women in defence of their rights that
‘n:ﬂ:mm@ by now? Why weaken the working class. Butit is in the
& more just and rational process  of becoming involved in uncertainty. contradictions and con-
‘and political System on an  struggles around their needs and in  Nicts in the camp of the bourgeoisie and
L ? Precisely because Tunning up against the fierce opposition  its reformist friends . . . I'he congress
15 led by various trade  of the representatives of the capitalist would add to the division and thereby
ry leaders like state lhalagrea[manywnmen aregoing weaken the forces of the counter-
who have ‘made  to be radicalised and are oingtoseethe  revolution. Every weakening of the
reformist politics  connection between their oppression enemy is Lantameount toa strengthening
and the nature of the society around  of our forces,” (Lenin on the mancipa-
them, ; tion of Women, Moscow Progiess

1 i e demands. The methods of struggle
' oppression in all aspects of su.clal‘ GoRt AL b DRt 0 Lry1r&g = fmc‘:iz ::&:t be proletanian methods of
QR olinal cultmfa] hfg-’ Sl Im‘dc?ﬁhlp e e p: isto  struggle, that is, methods that teach the
full program of women's liberanifn | for the women's liberatioh ) that oppressed to rely on their own united®
d nds is necessarily very extensive. recognise and select those lsalJ_ES t strength —mass actions indepeadent of
T  ssues that have  will start to involve and mobilise wider S ) Ntiads ol mettoci
el m:fi around which Jayers of women in struggle at any mwmmn st O principled
0 !h"')wn :p lrtad have begun to  particular point in time and will push and nr‘g;'l. t'lnl. s
e hyl will be fought  the movement ahead. If this is done the ~ deman G he \Eunmen's movement ayoid
3 E :rlla‘ii Strfurggnl:sl asimultancnusl)‘. movement will start to %m\\'ﬂﬂd gil\hi:f 1:':’p:l‘mi‘“f reformist politics and the
& . issues i rms an - 3
ek e d::::?d:h::d-::;::; fiﬁ’.ﬁfn&aﬁ"’ﬂf n::.: Kod the political fﬁ‘l‘,’;’!ﬂi’: apolitical, counter-cultural
rome . % P
:nebivifroc:m:{ﬂ the forefront in the consciousness of women will be At present there are many pressures
A f particular struggles, and various developed in the process. against the women's movement adop-
- yiidy he objective conditions of Part of the problem in building ting a fighting, mass action perspective.
anges in t t?i :e oing to mean that  gjgnificant political campaigns around There are a great many tendencies witha
g musgca[ rgres gonse fromthe jssues in the women's movement around different conception of the women's
e N ;n: is:ueas opposed ;‘m- country at the moment is the liberation movement and its aims and
P c[wor‘nen L articular time. The  rejatively small numbers of women ethods. An organisation like the
i -nother dvany p there can be Do getually involved. In any given cam- Women's Electoral Lol s
S ‘h-at : men’s libera- ign only a handful of activists form ?-ﬂ]cull\' to  pressure parliamen-
i g oh h-‘l’lu “ﬁd . meg:“m' but cven despite this, modc\‘l ::'::i:m' for example, and it =ff=ni\'=l)‘1
0 S“HSSM: ke n::dosc}}emmi:idca 19 succcsses are fegistered. The Women s romotes the idea that women will be
e a{c“ rogram of demands  Abortion Action Campaign is a case In Eberalcd through a few changes and
thmlf b J gzd\ is goingtobe  point. Apart from during high paints in reforms in an otherwise satis
relating to women'’s r‘;em.mDc BYIRERE | e s oAl AR since i inceprion i .-
g "[I o :“ ust as the working i 1972 has functioned for most of the 5 el who see the
Ji 1 g wfn-lc : oinlgm makethe time with some dozen activists n problems of women being
ﬂ";:ﬁ&:‘:ﬁt.ﬁ:w s of a struggle  Sydney and the mmeb:r f:\rue: l';sx'el; through developing a]teml:ne e
tionary it its base of sup) 3 JJes for women and an altern
‘around the full revolutionary program.  gities. Of course i A ere 1 stylks for tnd an g
Hisblie Sk enina L ey S ifsiitions ‘recagnise the myriad of wi f Key demands will emerge that will t-cf much t:::;T-aD::ﬁsidcmblf amount, Women's i;:lu:;ealw:omn 2
 maintaining that oppression. Not only their oppression is carried ! Cinstrumental in mohilising masses of - has acl |', hree or four times as many ~ TheY if not individually, then
volve those masses of women whose interests it is perp A people. (The case of the Russian But with t re: A i finos ot o ;.be;an;lm.ulh Ve auspives ol 2
m“ﬂluh.iﬂ{h:ﬂfﬂﬂslelwlinﬂ consciousness ol their oppress Revalution of 1917 is perhaps the best active ‘}'ﬂ“ﬁ M least ‘. roug K Auspic i
N s asex- workingelass  sex gan bring women very ! example. Central demands that the  gualitatively g narrow group u'm ormmw“’
DUL It also brings new allies 1o radical political co:i!cluain ! Holshevik Party aj the Gl e B ik 1t The:vasigue sira
& clas: | Among women  can be seen in the wides e

course of the ; r numbers but the
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of the idea of communis

this would “ferment and increase unrest,

This is what is so important about the Publishers, 1965)
women’s liberation movement. It has And this
the potential to awaken in half the
population a consciousness of a central aboul in women is a
aspect of l_lrclsioninnlasuocieiyand political consciousness. Wol
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recognition of their oppress
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sorts of conclusions and practice.
Women holding to these sorts of ideas
have little or no way of relating to the
political issucs and struggles going on
about them and often see no urgency for
even reaching out to greater numbers of
women. While individual women
within this general category hold to a
wide range and combination of views,
the tendency is generally an apolitical
one, and at times can be openly
conservative, often expressing an-
tagonism to lefi-wing ideas and those
putting them forward.

On the other hand among those
purporting to be puttng forward a
revolutionary program for women's
i liberation, you find some tendencies

that do Marxism a grave disservice.

What most distinguishes these fake

Marxists is their fundamental inability

to reconcile feminism and Marxism,

their inability to understand how the
struggle for women’s liberation is an
integral part of the class struggle.

Instead they either hedge around tr ing
, 1o apologise for the supposed inade-

quacies of Marxism in relation to

Wwomen or else they condemn the
. Womens liberation movement for
.‘,leﬂ:.luw not having a fully-developed

Marxist program (that is from their own

particularly sterile understanding of
Marxism).
Perhaps the tendencies that
demonstrate these two positions best in
Australia at the moment are the Com-
munist Party of Australia on the one
hand and the Spartacist League on the
_ other. Both, almost in mirror-image
 fashion. are extremely uneasy about the

relationship of the women's liberation
Struggle to socialism. Both have a
. €anicatured view of the way the fight

‘against women’s oppression fits into the
class struggle generally, Each see
_ Women's [.’Li.bemtion as  somehow

Seéparate from the “class struggle,”
-mhlﬂndh;p be tackled anthegfl e,
; sees the essential identity of the

- The CPA from the rclurmi:t right,

d the Spartacist League from the
| i Sectarian viewpoint, both fail

10 grasp a genuine rounded Marxist
n of women's oppression under
Hence they cannot adopt a
Ing strategy for the women’s

Communist Pany, unlike the
party in Australia,

Panty of Australia, which
splitinthe CPA in 1971,
0 1o respond 1o the new
Mion movement, actively

participating in it from the beginning,
(The SPA, however, is still trying to
pretend it doesn’t exist and continues to
suppori the old traditional women's
organisations supported by the Stalinist
movement such as the Women's Inter-
national League for Peace and Freedom
and the Union of Australian Women. In
its press it prefers to talk about
“discrimination” rather than oppression
and decorates its pages with photos of
healthy and happy Soviet or East
German working mothers.)

While publications of the CPA,
particularly Join Hands, the journal of
the CPA women's collective, can make
heavy reading (“confused” is not quite
descriptive enough!) they contain useful
insights into the way the CPA views
women's liberation and socialism and
reveal a total absence of any coherent
analysis of the women’s liberation
struggle, One article by Joyce Stevens in
the March 1976 Join Mands entitled
Tendencies in the Women's Liberation
Movement, in trying to sum up the
positions taken on the left towards the
women'’s liberation movement, says: “A
small minority sec the women's move-
ment as a bourgeois liberal movement,
with the class struggle being the only
valid arena of political activity. (read
Spartacist League) Others see it as an
arena for mass work, from which the
revolutionary party can recruit, (read
SWP—the CPA is very cynical about
mass movemenis and mass action,
regarding it as some kind of Troiskyist
hobby-horse). Others see the movement
as being a valid response to the
particular oppression of women, which
will be needed long after capitalism.
read CPA) As such it is necessary to
strive to find the relationship between
the oppression of women and the class
struggle.” (my italics— NK) But strive as
they might, this relationship persists in
evading them!

Narrow view of the
class struggle

What is particularly painful is to
observe their narrow and crude ap-
preciation of the class struggle. As can
be seen in the beginning of the previous
quote, they see “the class struggle” as
something quite apart {rom say, the
women's liberation mavement, They see
the class struggle in terms of economic
struggle and the socialist revolution as
an ceonamic revolution or alternatively
as a “class revolution” somehow un-
related o the problem of solving

8

Women's oppression. The
later: “There are questions, e
natm{\ ism, which cannot Simply
explained in terms of economics
“The theoretical Problems sup g,
by this reach far beyond conside,
of the position of women, Char g, 12 th
economic base of society is on, P
the problem. Socialist theory 1),
unable to come to BIIPS Wwith the
questions is not likely to inspire m

article

today's revolutionaries, or ¢
others to revolution. Nor can
problems be solved as some fem
suggest by legislation or s
abolishing sexism, the fa;
bureaucrats, etc.

“If they are, as some supy

problems for the future, ie for
munism, then it is even more impor
to realise that forms of revolutic
organisation based on the work
class, whose basic econemic prob
will be resolved with the ending
capitalism, will be unlikely to tak
revolution into the future, Class re+
tion {sic) will therefore not only nee
create a society where other oppre:
groups, particularly women, will be
to organise and act, but must rea
their revelutionary potential now "

Of course a socialist revolution
not instantly eradicate national, sc
or any other form of oppression
socialist revolution merely marks
passage of power from one class
another and the beginning of a trem
dous revolutionary process stretchin
Gver many years until a genuine classles
society free of all forms of oppression |
established. The working class is the
only class capable of making this
revolution and unleashing this process
The socialist or proletarian revolution is
in its very essence a political revolution.
It can only come about through the
conscious political action of the mass of
the working class.

And this involves a political con-
sciousness beyond a mere economic or
trade union consciousness. A socialist
revolution will not come about today
unless the working class has a
sciousness of racsm and  se
Because it is only with a conscio
of these and other political qug
that the working class recog
need for a soeialist revolution
nature of the tasks involved
revolution. Only then is it equipp
rally women and racial ming
make their demands its
revolution is nol going Lo go
the basis of a struggle for

{
i
§

0 It isn't a case of firstly having
revolution and secondly a
‘revolution which deals with such
pns as women’s oppression. They
part of an inseparable struggle

nning now and continuing
throughout the entire revolutionary

acess.

' This failure to understand the very
ature of the socialist revolution and the
kind of program and party essential to

| its success are at the root of the CPA’s

inability to understand the rale of the
struggle for women's liberation in the
fight for socialism. It doesn’t unders-
tand what Marxism is and therefore it
misrepresents it. This of course, is tied
up: with the fact of its Stalinist history
and heritage. The Stalinist movement
betrayed genuine Marxism  and
Leninism and educated its members in
gross distortions of every area of
revolutionary theory. There is no room
to deal with this in any detail here
The Spartacist League, likewise seesa
contradiction between its “Marxism”
and support for the women's liberation
movement, this time from the stand-
point of petty-bourgeois sectarianism.
Members of the Spartacist League
obviously believe that if they only clench
their fists, shut their eyes tight and
repeat their peculiar incantations suf-
ficiently rapidly and loudly all the while

" holding their breath, that somehow that

annoying thing called the women’s
iberation movement will disappear in a

'pufi of smoke before them. The
frustrating world of the sectarian!
Things just never turn out the way

' they're meant to

For example, why hasn’t the women’s
liberation movement voted to become a
“pon-male-exclusionist communist
women's movement, section of a

Trotskyist vanguard party [the Spar-

tacist League of Australia and New

Zealand (secrion of the International
Spartacist tendency) NK] . . . under the
banner of the reborn Fourth Inter-
national,” the way they have so clearly
suggested in their press on so many
oceasions? (Australasian Spartacist No,

40). March 1977) And why is it that this
just doesn’t look like comingabout? The
real world can sometimes be so madden-
ing!

Members of this- tendency have
developed to near-perfection the art of
50 presenting their politics, unfortunate-
ly under label of Marxism, that they
rapidly drive a great many women's
liberation activists into a heated defence
of reactionary positions. They con-
tribute in the process to tarring the
entire left with the brush of lunacy

Like all sectarians this group fears the
real class struggle. At the slightest
evidence of people radicalising and
starting to move into action around
their needs, these people start squawk-
ing in panic. Itisn't under their direction
and it doesn't fit into their particular
schemas and so they berate it, asalways,
from the sidelines. Their call for a
“communist women's movement,” for
example, is nothing but a cover for
abstaining from the real struggles of the
women’s liberation movement.

LS

Democracy in the Women's
Movement

The Spartacist League is the subject
of periodic debates in the women's
liberation movement over whether its
members should be excluded the
movement. (One suspects the Spartacist
League derives a certain amount of
satisfaction from these frequent dramas
for not only do they bring them briefly
to centre stage when they are usually
only fidgeting in the wings, but th
to confirm their sad belief that th
being excluded for their “class struggle
politics™ and confirms their other main
contention that the women's liberation
movement 1s an inherently Ty

exclusion, however, must be completely
condemned. Political questions within
the women's movement are not goingtlo
be clarified through excluding this or
that group of women. The women's
movement must remain democratic and
open to all those who support the
liberation of women. A witch-hunt can
only divert and damage the movement
This group’s ideas, like any other’s, have
to be debated when necessary so that
everyone in the women's movement can
i\:dg'c for themselves their relevance.

The Socialist Workers Party
and Women's Liberation

Contained in this issue is the resolu-
tion The Socialist Revolution and the
Struggle for Women'’s Liberation. This
resolution which is being discussed
within the Fourth International leading
up to its next world congress, was
discussed and endorsed by the 5_ocuh»:
Workers Party at its recent conlerence.
This is a unique document in that it sets
out in an extremely clear and concise
way the Marxist analysis of the ;tmgglz
for women's liberation. It explains how
Marxists view and understand the
oppression of women in class sogiety
and our program for ending it. in the
light of past and present struggles .o[
women and in the light of Marxist
tradition ¥ X

There is no other resolution eir-
culating on the left today tha!denls\.m.h
(his important question with such rigor
and clarity and which can provide
satisfactory answers to the many
questions that arise for women whao
want to be both serious Marxists and
committed feminists. .

4
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awing resolution was originally drafted in 1973
uest of the United Secretariat in preparation for
bruary 1974 world congress of the Fourth
jonal. It was published in the International
rnal Discussion Bulletin in November 1973

“The women's liberation point was taken off the agenda

the eve of the 1974 congress, but the written discussion
remained open and it was agreed to plac it on the agenda
for the next world congress, now scheduled for early 1978

A number of changes have been made the current
editing of the resolution to take into account the
development of the international women's liberation
movement during the last three years.

The basic Marxist positions on women's Oppression are
part of the programmatic foundations of the Fourth
International. However, weare discussing and adoptinga
full resolution on women's liberation for the first time in
the international's history. With that in mind, the
purpose of the following resolution is 1o set down our
basic analysis of the character of women's oppression,
and the place the struggle aganst that oppression
‘occupies in oUr Perspectives for all three sectors of the
world revolution.

Conjunctural questions conceming tactics that guide
our work in the women's liberation movement will be ~an
of the pre-world congress discussion, reflecting our
growing invelvement in the movement in many countries
This resolution, however, focuses on the more fundamen-
tal questions of analysis and political line that differen-
tinte revolutionary Marxism from the various bourgeois,
Social Democratic, Stalinist, and centnst currents ag: inst
which we contend. [Iis goal is to prov ide a basic
orientation for the Fourth International as the world
party of socialist revolution

| THE CHARACTER OF
WOMEN’'S OPPRESSION

The New Rise of Women's Struggles

1. Since the late 1960s a growing revolt by women
against their oppression as a sex has emerged
Throughout the world, millions of women, especially
yOung women-— students, working women, housewives
are beginning to challenge some of the most fundamental
features of their centuries-old oppression.

The first country in which this radicalisation of women
appeared in a significant way was the United States. It
was announced by the blossoming of thousands of
women's liberation groups and in the mobilisation of tens
of thousands of women in the August 26, 1970
demonstralions commemorating the fiftieth anniversary
of the victorious conclusion of the American women's
suffrage struggle

But the new wave of struggles by women in North
America was not an exceptional and isolated develop-

confirmed that the fight for women's liberation mu
regarded as a fundamental companent of th
the world revelution

In many countries this new rise of women's struggles
preceded any widespread changes in the combativity of
the organised labor movement. In every case “the
movement rose outside of and independent from the
existing mass organisations of the working class, which
were then obliged to respond to this new phenomenon.
But the women's liberation movement came upo
historical seene as part of a more general upsur
waorking class, which took many forms, from
strikes, to struggles against national opp
student demonstrations, to an international m
against the imperialist war in Vietnam

2. This radicalisation of women is unprecedented
depth of the economic, social and p litical ferme:
expresses and in its implications for the struggle
capitalist oppress and exploitation

Growing numbers of women are raising demands that
challenge the specific forms the oppression women
takes under capitalism today They are demanding the
right to be able to participate with complete equality inall
forms of economic and cultural activity-1o7 mple,
equal education, equal access to jobs, equal pay for equal
work

In order to make this eqy
searching for ways to end their
ding that

rise of

ervitude.

responsibily
At the very centr
movem

nt has been thi
and available to all
their own bodies, 1o ¢
when, and how
mentary precondition

ise aboriion
trol

Leht
cther to bear

ns of women 45 an

Such demands go to
oppression of women exe
strike at the pillars of

3. The rise of w

nal scale is 0 toms of the

outmoded capitali
decpen i |
breed
agony of capitalism brings
with the fundamental needs
bourgeoisic, and brings forth
class in its struggle to throw the capitalist

The fact that the wome ation movement
emerged as am international p
he exacerbation of capitalisms

new allies

probl

decp so wols

4. Women's oppression has been an esse
of class sociely throughout the ages But the practical
tasks of uprooting its causes, as well as combating is
effects, could not be posed on 3 Mass s le before the era
of the transitian from capitalism o \u.:n.,ll\:n The ng.hn.
for women's liberation 15 inscparable from the v«ur\ct-‘
It constitules an integral

struggle to abolish capitalism.

Y of the sogialis volution and the communist
ment, as the spread of the women's liberation movement part of the I\.\ i. ist ._“‘.I. g

Ut . S Wt of 4 classiess SOLRE
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demoustrated.  In countey alter country, large-scale
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and foundations of the new com-

munist order are hrd-l;‘ht into being.

M'l:l: L“:upmenm 1t oiﬂbe women's liberation movement
nces the class struggle, stre; i
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5. Women can achieve their liberation only thr. the

victory of the world socialist revolution. 'Ih’lln go:ﬂlh

realised only by mobilising masses of women' as a

‘powerful component of the class struggle. Therein lies the

! u v ic of the struggle of

wamen's liberation and the fundamental reason why the

::u“ﬂé: lnl.er:;nqnn-l must concern itself with, and help to

revolutionary leadership for, i
1o achieve their liberation. ¥ L

Origin and Nature of Women’s
Oppression

i 1. The oppression of women is not determined by their
Inn1ngy‘_ as many contend. lts origins are historical,
economic, and social in character. Throughout the
evolution of preclass and class society, women's
reproductive function has always been the same. But their
social status has not always been that of a degraded
domestic servant, subject to man's control and command.
m;w;fty. n:hgrc sl‘));_ial production was

ly and its produet sh:
there was no basis for expl.oitalil:m or nppr:l:?u:%?;l:;
lum[mup or sex by another. Both sexes participated in
assuring the sustenance and survival of all, with women
playing a leadership role. The social status of both
::[mm and men reflected the roles each of the sexes
"wm‘: social production and the activities of

rh:l Theqr@nprof D:u;:_e{:‘sopipr;esionix intertwined with
_ Erowing uctivity of human labor based on
qﬂmnu\nuef and stock raising; with the rise of new
v labor. ¢ ; and s with the
Private appropriation of an increasing social surplus; with
e development of the possibility for some humans to
- the exploitation of the labor of others; that
M&;i&u:g: lz_nn:‘pn:l:las! to class society.

l t private accumulation of wealth,
patriarchal family developed as the institution by w]\:::
responsibility for the unproductive members of society—
ig_hﬁ_ully the young—was transferred from society as a
whole to an identifiable individual or small group of
individua ls. It was the primary institution for
¢ ig {rom one ion to the next the class
sions of sociely— divisions between those who
”m undd]ived off the wealth produced by
0T 0f , and those who, owning no pro
Work for others to live. The denleuuig; ot rl‘t{e

~and ml :r{-dn::gm and structures of
G&nﬁﬂy ntial for the rise of an exploitin
aceelerated private accumulation of ‘:vmi[hl,;
)

divisions of labor. This brought ab 3
ltnluzoprmmun whichtliccgnhcsw:‘::sl\‘t :Lh
of the patriarchal family depends ll'\\-.‘rﬁLF‘HL #
take their children and leave, withous \;‘
economic or social hardship, the patriarchal |'i\| <
not have survived through the milennia ‘; !
sl:]b]\.lgfillﬂl’l of women was based on 1; b ih
dialectic of economic and social factors neLwL i
Dcpr.wed of an independent productive rolc i, 5, |
Women's social status was increasingly defined by |1
reproductive capacities, Like land, livestock, ang
(both male and female), women hecame Ellu- |-‘
property of the men who owned them. Indecd, the ,
family itself, which is still used in the I atinp
Language§ today to designate the basic econom
class society, comes from the original Latin f
which means household slave and familia , the fotalit
slaves belongng to one man E

The patriarchal family, based on the subjugat

women, thus came into existence along with the o
institutions of class society in order to buttress
divisions and perpetuate the private accumulatior
wealth, The state, with its police and armies, laws
courts, enforeed this. Ruling-class ideology, incluc
religion, arose on this basis and played a vital rol
Justifying the degradation of the female sex. )
. Women, it was said, were physically and ment
1l1[er|0lr lo men and therefore were “naturally’
biclogically the second sex. While the subjugatior
women hias always had different consequences for war
of distinct classes, all women regardless of class
oppressed as part of the female sex.

4. The famﬂy system is the institution of class socit
that determines and maintains the specific character
the oppression of women as a sex.

5. Through the history of class society, the fam
system has proved its value as an institution of class rul
The form of the family has evolved and adapted itself t
the changing nceds of the ruling classes as the modes o
production and forms of private property have gon
th?;'ugh different stages of development,

e family system simultaneously fulfi ent
Tequirements in relationship to :Ius.wys whnlsl: h‘:;ﬂ;‘c‘.—‘n
interests are diametrically opposed. What could today be
u_:;lleq 'E'E bourgeois “family” and the petty-hourgeois
: nml}y serve very different social and economic
unctions.  Together, however, they constitute the
contemporary form of the family system —an cconomic
and social institution of class rule whose important social
functions have remaincd constant throughout the history
of class society, While the patriarchal family system to
some extent and in a distorted way allows for the
[lo“:'i:um:lm of various individual human needs, such as

and companionship, this in | ?
mlu‘lli_!hoi;lhz family s)-splcm. e N
a. The family is the basic economic unit of ¢lass socie
ILH the mechanism through which the ruling cla[:‘i

'lnﬁ%? of human beings became profi
| lew, women as a sex became valuable
cattle, they were & source of wealth. They
 mew human beings whose labor could be
¢ of women by men along
r future offspring arose as one of the
of the new social order

of society into classes.

t social ility for the wel -heing
dlm.ﬂ producers—the masses of ﬁlrrllinil]]f. The r‘:’lilr:'t
:m tries, to the degree possible, to force each famil g
e;u_lynnlnrmhle for its own, g ' i

K family system provi means. i
property ownership [rmﬁ o:i’:' 1 h’gi':::::“‘ {is

o a reproductive role and assigned limited
ediately associated with this reproductive
care of the other family members. Thus the
nstitution rests on and reinforces a social division
or i ing the i bj; i and

dependence of women.

family system is a repressive and conservatising
jon that reproduces within itself the hierarchical
thoritarian relationships necessary Lo the maintenance
class society as a whole. It fosters the possessive,
ympetitive, and aggressive attitudes necessary Lo the
erpetuation of class divisions.
It molds the behavior and character structure of
ildren from infancy through adolescence. It trains,
disciplines, and polices them, teaching submission to

* established authority. It then curbs rebellious, noncon-

formist impulses. It represses sexuality, forcing it into
socially acceptable channels of male and female sexual
activity for reproductive purposes and socioeconomic
roles. In inculcates all the social values and behavioral
norms that individuals must acquire in order to survive in
class society and submit to its domination. It distorts all
human relationships by imposing on them the framework
of i pulsion, social d and sexual
repression.

6. Under capitalism, the family system also provides
the mechanism for the superexploitation of women as
wage workers.

a. It provides capitalism with an exceptionally flexible
* reservoir of labor that can be drawn into the labor force or
“sent back into the home with fewer social consequences
than any other component of the reserve army of labor.
" Because the entireideological superstructure reinforces
the fiction that women's place is in the home, high
"unemployment rates for women cause relatively less
ocial protest. After all, it is said, women work only to
pplement an already existing source of income for the
ily. When they are unemployed, they arc occupied
§ith their household chores, and are not so obviously
ut of work.” The anger and resentment they fecl is often
lssipated as a serious social threat by the general
lation and atomisation of women in separale,
ividual households.

b. Because women's “natural” place 15 supposed to be in
home, capitalism has a widely accepted rationalisa-
on for perpetuating; g
1) the employment of women in low-paying, unskilled
jobs. “They aren't worth training because they'll only get
* pregnant or married and quit.”

2) uncqual pay rates and low pay. “They're only
working to buy gadgets and lusuries anyway.”

1) deep divisions within the working class itself along
sex lines. “She’s taking a job a man should have.”

perexploitation of women as a reserve work
s an irreplaceable role in holding down men's
ages as well.

d, Capitalism’s mesorable diive 1o incurporate maore
amen into the productive process, in order Lo INCIEase
rplus value, has o limit and built-in contradiction

The process of drawing women into the competitive
1 markel brings them a degrec of economic
lependence that begins to undermine the acceptance by

the basic social mechanism fi

-8 I*nr.l'herulin!zlllln,
most  inexpensive  and

for

of their domestic subjugation, As a result, the
is undermined and begins to disintegrate.

(s 'Exmm!y system is an indispensable pillar of class
It must be preserved if capitalism is o survive.

his contradiction leads to periodic atiempts io push
{ out of production and back into the home

whenever the process of integration into the work force
has gone too far, forcing the ruling class to assume top
large a portion of the social costs normally borne by the
family (such as widespread child-care facilities, public
cafeterias, etc.)

A cyclical process of drawing women into the labor
market, then forcing them back into the home, also results
from the fact that women, as a component of the reserve
army of labor, are drawn into production at a rapid pace
only when capitalism is in a period of accelerated
expansion.

e. The subjugation of women within the family system”
provides the economic, social, and ideological foun-
dations that make their superexploitation possible.
Women workers are exploited not only as wage labor but
also as a parizh labor pool defined by sex. Thus women
workers are doubly oppressed. \

7. Because ihe oppression of women is historically
intertwined with the division of society into classes and
with the role of the family 2 5 nomic uml_m’
class society, this oppression can only be eradicated with
the abolition of private ownership by the means of
production and the transier Lo society as a whole of the
social and economic functions borne under capitalism by
the individual family.

& The materialist analysis of the historical origin and
economic roots of women's Oppression 1% essential to
developing a program and perspective capable of winming
women's iberation. To reject this scientific explanation
inevitably leads to one of two errors :

a. One error, made by ma who claim to follow the
Marxist method, is to deny, or at least downplay, the
oppression of women as a sex mruughu_ut the entire
history of class society. They se¢ the oppression ol women
purm'.md simply as an aspect of the exploitation of the
working class. This view gives weight and impertance to
struggles by women only in their capacity nsv«Iorkcn‘ on
the jab. It says women will be liberated, in passing, by the
socialist revolution, so there is no special need for them 1o
organise as women fighting for their own d:n?and:s.

b. A symmetrical grror 1§ made by many anti-Marxists
(as well as by some revolutionists). They deny that Ith:
struggle for women's liberation is an ‘“Pﬁ“l of lhhe class
struggle. They hold that the oppression of women by men




1o class divisions,

anti-Marxists who support this view reject the
socialist revolution as the road to women's liberation
because they deny that women's oppression is rooted in.
RE i fan of production. While they
favor women organising themselves in struggle, they see
no need for the working class to take power. They see no-
% need to build a revolutionary party of the working class,

& male and female, to lead such a struggle for power.
) Both of these one-sided approaches deny the.
. - revolutionary dynamic of the struggle for women's
~ liberation as a form of the class struggle. Both fail to
- recognise that the struggle for women'’s liberation, to be
successful, must go beyond the bounds of capitalist
N pr '; relations. Both reject the implications this fact
£ or the working class and its revolutionary Marxist

Roots of the New Radicalisation of
Women

I. The women's liberation movement of today stands
‘on the shoulders of the earlier struggles by women at the
turn of the century.

With the rise and con: ofindustrial
during. mc_lsws, increasing numbers of women were
integrated into the competitive labor market. The gap

Ween |h=_ social and legal status of women inherited
from feudalism and their new economic status as wage
workers selling their labor in the market, produced

2 contradictions. For women of the ruling class,
too, capitalism opened the door to ecomomic in-
Sipena mm:l“!{l n:thu]c cm_m:giclinns arose the first

s struggles aimed at winni

ngy e 2§ ning full legal

olutionary Marxists played a significant role in
rhm:mngku by’wcmm 10 win for themselves many of
the democratic rights popularised and institutionalised
during the bourgeois-democratic revolutions. In Western
iu;\:p_e and North America, larpe numbers of working-
i ::v:lﬂid“ upper-class and petty-bourgeois women
’!llmuzll struggle the women of the most advanced
f_nml.llul ‘countries _won, to varying degrees, several
important 'dcmocm:c rights: the right to higher educa-
tion, the right to engage in trades and professions, the
right to receive and dispose of their own wages (which had
been considered the right of the husband or father), the
right 10 own property, the right to divorce, the right to
m pagh in political isati In several

It irst upsurge culmi i
i lg' w:fmn. inated in mass struggles
s an@'s |ull'f|ag=. following or sometimes accom-

universal male suffrage, was an important gai

r the working class. It reflected, and in ’:.um hem
advance, ::e;l:.mng social status of women. For the

imee in class society, women were conside: i
it to participate in public affairs, with the ﬁ.hﬁ;‘i‘i':a:
k mn]wpolmpgl questions, not just household matters.

The underlying cause of the oppression and subor-

e status of women lies in the very foundations of

- sociely itself and women's special role within the

ot in the formal denial of cquality under the law.
. the extension of democratic rights 1o
ed the masses of women to fight more
all forms of their oppression and

 the deeper roots of their problems,

1881 and 1951 the proportion of women in
was

movement today first came about in the m,
capitalist countries-such as the United St
and Britain-where many democratic rights have |
and where a tradition of militant struggle by

The radicalisation spread rapidly 1,
advanced capitalist countries.

05t A vy,
ates,

It was generally the young, college-educated worr
those who enjoyed a relatively greater freedom of choice
and those most affected by the youth radicalisatior i
19605._ who first articulated the grievances of women
organised and outspoken way. This led many econom
Marxists to conclude that women’s liberation is basic
a middle-class or bourgeois protest movement that hy.
serious interest - for revolutionists or the masses
working-class women, They are wrong

The early development of the women's liberatior
movement serves only to emphasise the depth and sc [
pf women's oppression. Even those with many advant
in terms of education and other opportunitics were

continue to be propelled into action. The most oppresse:
and exploited are not necessarily the first to articula |
their discontent.

B“f_ feminist consciousness spread rapidly into 1
working class, giving impetus to struggles by war
Workers and spurning the formation of women's caucusc
within the labor movement

4. The roots of the new radicalisation of women lic
the objective economic and social changes of the po
World War 11 years, which have brought decpen
contradictions in the capitalist economy, in the status

Women, ana in the patriarchal family system

4. Advances in medical science and technology in
field of birth control and abortion have created the me:
by which masses of women cancantrol their reproduct:
functions with relative safety and case. Control -
women aver their own bodies is a precondition i
women's liberation.

While such medical techniques are mare wid
available, reactionary laws, reinforced by bourge
customs, religious bigotry, and the entire ideologic
superstructure 9[ class society, often stand in the way «
! excr.gmng control over their own reproductive

tions. Fin egal, hological, and “moral”
barriers are literally manufactured to try to prevent
women from demanding the right to choose whether and
when to bear children.

This contradiction between what is possible and what is
affects the life of every woman. It has given rise to the
powerful abortion struggles, which have been at the
centre of the women's movement on an international
scale.

b. The prolonged boom conditions of the post-war
€Xpansion significantly increased the percentage of
women in the labor force.

To take the example of the United States, in 1950, 33.9
per cent of all women I8 to 64 years of age were in the
labor foree. By 1974 this had risen 1o 53 per cent. Between
1960 and 1970, two-thirds of all new jobs created were
taken by women. Working women accounted for 29,1
cent of the total labor farce in 1950; 39.9 per cent by Ig;

EQW it, the percentage of wor r
with children increased dramatically, as did th
1age of working women who were heads of ho

Similar statistics can be cited for other
capitalist countries. For example, in Britaip

th

A stable, remaining at about 25 to 27
1965, 34 per cent of all women between 16 g
full-time employment, 17.9 per cent

S women workers in the United States was 64 per ce

employment, and a total of 54.3 per cent came within the
category of “economically active.” Nearly two-thirds of
the working women were married

As this influx of women into the labor force has taken
place, there has been no substantial change in the degree
of wape discrimination against women. In many
countries this differential between the sexes has actually
widened.

This is primarily because of the fact that the increased
employment of women has not been spread evenly over all
job categorics. Onthe contrary, the proportion of women
holding low-paying jobs has increased. Thus the growing
number of women entering the labor force has resulted in

\ accentuating the discrimination against them relative to
. male workers.

In 1955 the median income of full-time, year-round

that of men who were employed full-timeand year-round

PBy 1975 1t had fallen to 57 per cent

€. The rise in the average educational level of women
has further heightened these contradictions. Capitalism’s
need for more highly skilled labor has resulted in the
ceptance of women into institutions of higher education
00 a qualitatively larger scale than ev
Yet, as the emplayment statistics indicate, the percen-
tage of women holding jobs commensurate with their
educational level has not kept pace. In allareas of the job
market, from industry Lo the professions, women with
higher educational qualifications are usually bypassed by
men with less education

As they receive more education and their individual
expectations are raised, the stifling and mind-deadening
drudgery of household chores and the constrictions of

- 5 .
family life become increasingly unbcarable 1o women
Thus the heightened educational level of women has
decpened the contradiction between — womens

demanstrated abilities and broadened aspirations, and
their actual social and cconomic status

d. The functions of the family umit in advanced
apitalist sociely have contracted further. It has become
ess and less a unit of perty production-either agricultural
or domestic (canning, weaving, sewing, baking, et ). The
rban nuclear family of today is a long way from the
uctive farm family of previous centuries.

‘As the standard of living rises, the average number of
thildren per family declines sharply, industrially prepared
Bods become increasingly available, modern technology
s applied to many household housckeeping chores. The
phjcctive basis for confining women to the home becomes
sy and less compelling. Yet the needs of the ruling class

dictate that the family system must be preserved
Bourgeois ideology and social conditioning continue to
reinforce the reactionary fiction that a woman's identity
and fulfillment must come from her role as wife-mother-
housekeeper. The contradiction between reality and
myth becomes increasingly obvious and intolerable to
growing numbers \:f WOomen.

5. The postwar economic and social changes that have
aceelerated these contradictions, especially in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries, and laid the groundwaork for
the radicalisation of women have dictated the radical
thrust of the demands they are raising

Greater democratic rights and broader social oppor-
tunities have not “satisfied” women, or inclined them toa
passive acceptance of their inferior social status and
economic dependence. Om the contrary, they have
stimulated new struggles and more far-reaching demands.

6. While the women's radicalisation has a dynamic of its
own, determined by the specific character of women's
oppression and the objective changes that have been
described, itis not isolated from the more general upsurge
of the class struggle taking place today. It is not
mechanically dependent on other social forces, subor-
dinate to their leadership, or beholden to their initiative;
but the women's movement has been and remains deeply
interconnected with other social struggles and will share
their fate.

From the beginning, the new upsurge of women's
struggles has been strongly affected by the international
vouth radicalisation. The increased questioning of all
traditional bourgeois values has had a sharp impact on
attitudes toward the family and sexual oppression

The radicalisation of women has also been fueled by the
colonial revolution and the liberation struggles of
oppressed nationalities such as the Black struggle in the
United States. This has been important in bringing about
a widespread awarcness and rejection of racist
stereotypes. The obvious similaritics between ragist
attitudes and sexist stereotypes of women as inferior,
emotional, dependent, dumb-but-happy creatures
produced an increasing sensitivity ta and rejection of such
caricatures.

The women's liberation movement was also deeply
influenced by the post-May 1968 rise of working-class
ancy in many of the advanced capitalist eountries ol_
Europe. The grow ing combativity of important sectors of
the organised labor movement, including women
waorkers, led many 1o examine the relationship betwesn
class exploitation and the oppression of women, and
search for perspectives thatcould lead to an eradication of

m




~ The end of the postwar boom and the deepening
C .Inn'ﬂ'l,!m{ political problems of imperialism
mﬁﬂﬂm. highlighted by the [974-75 international
ession, have not brought about a decline in women's
str , or ml_ep{cd:lhm to the sidelines while “more
important” social forces came to the fore. Far from
m &5 the struggles of the organised working
’ class sharpened in recent years, feminist consciousness
:‘::‘ by women continued to spread. They have
m;ﬁ?;mlmmﬁm of social protest and political
Advanced capitalist countries such as Spain that
were little touched by the rise of lhawomm'smasemcnt in
the B_Iﬂj. 19705 experienced an explosion of feminist
IMBIP_WT‘G as the post-Franco era opened. In Italy,
mass mobilisations by women for the right to divorce and
_ll_lufhnn provoked more than one governmental crisis.
Resistance by Women to being driven out of their newly
ed places in the work foree, and broad female
m&:ﬂ 10 mtl. cutbacks such as the elosing of
centres, have created unexpectedly thorn
.pmlil.emﬁnr_ﬂ_la rulers in many <>cnuntric1:.e lmblzod with :
Erowing consciousness, women have been more
combative and less willing than ever before ta shoulder a
rtionate burden in the current economic erisis.

- Women's Liberation in the Colonial
- and Semicolonial World

L. Women's liberation is not a matter of int
s erest only to
£ relatively privileged women of the advanced capiu:;ixt
- Counlries, as some have contended. On the contrary, it is
m\_ 1tal concern and importance to the masses of women
mm?m the world. In its own distorted way, even the
 Intenational Women's Year proclaimed by the United
ot s in lgﬁi‘hm?gm this fact home.
et .

t

of the most el ds i

z Y il i
s sccured by women in the ad!mw:d ua::l‘l:
s in the nincteenth and early twentieth centuries.
formal legal equality does exist, the masses

B oppression. They are subject 1
. stifling prejudices, and are often
‘ human. In some countries women are
mmqm _thz{l;id:t 10 divoree;
red impunity for violating the
‘men. From cmE: Lo grave theyare ruled

ther and brother, then by husband or i
' women the only alternatives are prostitu-
Their one of hard domestic labor,

.. heir life is

" WIQ, denied

16

ACCESS Lo education, unacquainted wit g
traceptive me'lhoda.and often bear child :ﬂ::?:ﬁ” i
hopes of finding economic security in old age |k-‘ B
the dangers of pregnancy and childbirth, e ¥
without a_c!equatc medical care and proper dllul T\L
suffer a sl,gniﬁ:l:nnlly higher mortality rate than‘m h

3. Centuries-old traditions and conditions b
relatively unchanged for the masses of peasant v.--P
who comprise the bulk of the female poy "-}- &
population in most of the semicolonial world Inrw’:‘"'l-m"
are not unlike the Russian women in 1917 "lll‘ I
pressure of the world capitalist market is brin n.g(.h: :
that are affecting the situation of more privileged I‘a
of women. The demand for more skilled labor has m
an increase in the number of young women wh:‘\ gair
aceess to education and jobs. The student radicnl-;:nb\:‘-
as well as the women's liberation movement in other part.
of the world, has encouraged those women to brg]:“ te
challenge their oppression as women. Thespread of bir( ;

control methods, even where prompted by reactiona
goals, has brought a measure of relief from unwan.[-
regnancy to a section of women able to raki b tage

of the advanced medical technology. e
These changes in the status of some layers of womer

and the ever greater penetration of the capitalist markct

mean that movement by women against their oppressic
and superexploitation will be an increasingly impor[;-
parl of the fight for national liberation and socia
revolution in the semicolonial and colonial world. :
4. The. importance of the struggle for women
liberation in the colonial world has long been
d:stlrl_glhshing feature of the program of revolutionar:

Marx:s‘m in those countries. This was stressed in th

re‘ml\:llion: of the third and fourth congresses of th

Comintern, which drew special attention to the ex

emplary work of the Chinese Communists in organisin

and leading the mobilisations of women that were part ki

the second Chinese revolution. e

5. The role and imponance we ascribe to th )
wormen’s liberation and the program we put t'oerﬂgrdt I[:-:
achuevmrg it separate us from nonproletarian forces
co_lll_lhenmng for leadership of the colonial revolution.

b e struggle for women's liberation
intertwined with national liberation sPr?::;;;L‘:?ySL:;:
numbers of ‘women invariably come forward to par-
ticipate. Their active role is crucially necessary, and in the
grocess of the developing struggle, women begin to break
own the old barriers excluding them from political
:ct.wny and greater social freedom. The deep contradic-
l:‘“ﬂﬁcl’llm’ live with can only stimulate the revolt by
dcmand:sfanmﬁ their oppression as a sex, and trigger
Al et a: g:lala.tnr equality within the revolutionary

In Vietnam, Algeria, Cuba, Palestine, and elsewhere,
:'lmsslt_ﬂ by women to end the most brutal forms of the
uf\F;r:;[Dn they suf_l‘ex have been closely intertwined with
:nmm'!s revolutions. But attitudes and policies
imvimh:nl the dmwnda‘ and needs of women a

i 'y one of the acid tests of the revolutios
ng;l':;inmw' and program of any leadership,
B mM;;:m_lry Marxists pay special attentiof
s 4im to play a leading role in mobilisi
0 fight far their needs because our goal is 1 o
private pmp_my relations and reconstruct socie|
svcialist basis,© We know this cannot be done w
wnénen playing a eonselous and leading role,
; n':"ile crushing weight of women's oppr
colonial and semicolonial countries gives s
women a particularly explosive characte

‘around elementary democratic rights can
jve to encompass additional demands relating
range of urgent social needs of the masses of
n and peasant women. This process was clearly
in China, for example, where the struggle for
ition of women from both feudal traditions and the
s of imperialist domination became an important
onent of the revolution, Even the demand for
om to cut their hair provided a starting point for the
icalisation of women, leading to struggles of in-
ing social weight and political impact.

_ The direct involvement of sections of the Fourth
nternational in women’s struggles in the semicolonial
gountries has been limited. The initiatives taken by the
Indian Communist League, the literature published by
" the Argentine PST, the analytical work done by the

" Iranian Sattar League, together with the early experiences
of the Chinese Trotskyists, provide a starting point and
useful guide for developing our women's iberation work
in the colonial and semicolonial countries

In 1972 the Commumst League Central Committee
adopted a resolution concerning the struggle for women's
liberation on the Indian subcontinent. It emphasised the
importance of this question in the construction of a
revolutionary Marxist party in India today.

The resolution pointed to a number of factors that have
brought changes in prevailing attitudes toward women on
the Indian subcontinent and a rise in the self-confidence
of educated and employed women in particular. These
factors included the expansion of women's education
since 1947; the expansion of opportunities for the
employment of women; the rising cost of living, which
forces wives to take employment; the possibility of family
planning; and the existence of a political framework that
permits women to hold elected public offices.

The resolution noted:

“The struggle against the social oppression of women
will develop around the demands of free education for
women, free hostels for women students, hostel facilities

‘or employed women, child-care centres and cheap hotels
for married women, reservation of jobs and the end of
discrimination in employment and promotion, a lighter
" workload, fewer working hours, liberal conditions of
‘work, including transfer only on demand. As the struggle
develops, more basic and fundamental questions will be
 takenup, ineluding the abrogation of Hindu and Muslim
~ personal laws on marriage, inheritance, and divorce, the
right to free marriage and divorce, especially in cases of
physical and mental torture and restrictions on personal
freedom; the right 1o free legal abortions and women's
control over their own bodies.”

To help lead women's struggles to their logical
anticapitalist conclusion, the resolution called for the
formation of independent, mass-based, and
democratically controlled women's groups, organised as
united fronts on a concrele action program.

Women in the Workers States:
Liberation Betrayed

], The October 1917 revolution n Russia and cach
| subsequent socialist victory brought significant gains for
" women, including democratic rights and integration into
the productive labor force. The measures cnacted by the
Bolsheviks under the leadership of Lenin and Tratsky
- demonstratively showed that the proletarnian revolution
meant immediate steps forward for women.

Between 1917 and 1927 the Soviel government passed a
il

series of laws giving women legal equality with men for
the first time. Marriage became a simple registration
process that had to be based on mutual consent. The
concept of illegitimacy was abolished. Free, legal-
abortion was made every woman's right. By 1927,
marriages did not have to be registered, and divorce was
granted on the request of either partner. Antihomosexual
laws were eliminated

Free, compulsory education to the age of 16 was
established for all children of both sexes. Legislation gave
women workers special maternity benefits.

The 1919 program of the Communist Party stated
“The party's task at the present moment is primarily work
in the realm of ideas and education so as to destroy utterly
all traces of the former inequality or prejudices,
particularly among backward strata of the proletariat and
peasantry. Not confining itself to formal equality of
women, the party strives to liberate them from the mat-
erial burdens of obsolete household work by replacing it
by communal houses, public eating places, central
laundries, nurseries, etc.” This program was implemented
to the extent possible given the economic backwardness
and poverty of the new Soviet Republic, and the
devastation caused by almost a decade of war and civil
war.

A conscious attempt was made to begin combating the
reactionary social norms and attitudes toward women
which reflected the reality of a country whose population
was still overwhelmingly peasant and in which the dead
weight of feudal tradition still hung over all social
relations.

2. The decimation and exhaustion of the working

class vanguard, and the crushing of the postwar
revolutionary upsurges in Western Europe, laid the basis
for the triumph of the counterrevolutionary bureaucratic
caste, headed by Stalin, in the 1920s While the economic
foundations of the new workers state were not destroyed,
a privileged social layer that apppropriated for itself many
of the benefits of the new economic order grew rapidly in
the fertile soil of Russia’s poverty. To protect and
extend its new privileges, the bureaucracy reversed the
policies of Lenin and Trotsky in virtually every sphere,
from government based on soviel democracy, to t_omw\
by the workers over economic planning, to the fght of
oppressed nationalities to self-determination, o 3
proletarian internationalist foreign policy ;

By the late 1930s the counterrevolution had physically
annihilated the entire SUrviving Bolshevik leadership and
established a dictatorship that to this day _k:cpshundrcds
of thousands in prison camps, psychiatric hfhspllais and
exile, and ruthlessly crushes every murmur of opposition.

For women, the Stalinist counterrevolution led to a
policy of reviving and fortifying the family system.

Trotsky described this process as I'_ullav«._

emancipation of women 1S inconceivable without a

general rise of cconomy and culture, v.:lhqut t!_|c

destruction of the petty-bourgeos economig family unit,
without the introduction of socialised food preparauion
and education. Meanwhile, guided by its conservative

instinct, the burcaucracy has mker_s alarm at m:

“disintegration’ of the family It began singing PANEgyTics

to the family supper and the family Iaundry._thm is, the

houschald stavery of women. To cap it all, the
bureaucracy has restored criminal pumishment for
abortions, officially refurning women to the status of
pack animals. Incomplete contradiction with the ABCof
communism the ruling caste has thus restored the most
reactionary and benighted nugleus o_[lhu‘lass r:glmt.le‘:
the petty-bourgeais family” (Writings of Leon Trotsky.
1937-38, 2nd ed., 1976, p. 129).



* 3, The most important fattor facilitating this retrogr
.sion was the cultural and material backwardness of
Russian sociely, which did not have the resources
% 5 hild. Rt
sufficient housing, public laundries, and housekeeping
and dining facilities to eliminate the material basis for
women's oppression.
ﬁtmﬂm-uﬁjmlwﬁmiuﬁmthcmcuanary

Seience are women. In the national political

of the 287 full members of the Communist JJ 0
Committee are women.
Politburo.

In the Soviet Union and Eastern Europ
advanced capitalist countries, sufficient my
and technology today exist to significantly al..;
double burden of women, Yet the distortions ini,

ary (
There are no wome, |

Stalinist gaveup thepersp

d’n_ﬂwiuin-l ystematic way to socialise the burdens
carried by women, and instead began 1o glorify the family
ﬂm_m._ulm:mpﬁngtn bmdfaml'.m; @mhulhmugh Tegal

As Trotsky pointed out in the Revolulion Betrayed,
“The retreat not _nnly‘ assumes forms of disgusting
hypoerisy, but also is going infinitely farther than the iron
economic necessity demands.”

The bureaucracy reinforeed the family system for one

fire i

of the same reasons it is

in and the productive :
of the absence of democratic lilntrol uvt!];l;:dh\ I-...
the workers and the domination of the pri
bureaucratic caste are a source of résentments. 1,
feelthe dead weight of the bureaucracy in this res pec
mom'ﬂmn men because they are forced to compen
the distortions in the economy through the double
labor they perform. §
In the last decade, these potentially explo
resentments have forced the bureaucracy to
i i c

society-as a means of incul i of 551
to authority and for perpetuating the privile
minority. Trotsky explained that Ethe ms: m?p:]‘.:jrn;
motive of the present cult of the family is undoubtedly the
need of the bureaucracy forastable hierarchy of relati
u.n_d for the disciplining of youth by means of forty million
points of support for authority and power.”

As part of this counterrevolution, the old tsarist laws
m“u\:t hom_oyexuahty were dusted off and reintroduced.
o u_un;dmnm created by the proletarian revolution

talinist counterrevolution in the Soviet Union have
not been mechanically reproduced in every workers state
formed since 1917. Important differences exist, reflecti

i p in goods and incre;
social services. But the supply of consumer ¢
continues to lag behind the needs and growing ¢
tations of the masses of Soviet women. Sucial scr v
also remain sorely inadequate For example,
chll_d-elnre facilities are more widespread than in advan
capitalist countrics, creches in Leningrad are ah
accommodate only 13 per cent of the children
preschool age. According to the official 1970 statist
this figure rises to two-thirds by the level of kindergart
_The Stalinist bureaucracies have also repudic
view of Lenin and other leaders of the Russian revolut
that unrestricted access to abortion is a wom

historical, cultural, economie, and socisl variati m
one country to another, even one region to amﬁ."ﬁ
mmn:]e of the economic and social inferiority of
fos ofa:uu?:lownf‘g of the family institution as the
il WKmlnmnshpl is ul"ﬁcul policy in all the
4nm=dm ers states fm‘m China to East Germany,
ol wmm and glorification of the family system
wum::&[. in perpetuating the traditional burden of
el e r]mfbh day’s work, inside and outside the
wllll‘l‘! whmdlng 1o the official 1970 Soviet Union
= “d,ﬂpernel.:lol‘m urban women between the ages of
oy hold jobs outside the home. Yet the average
L e e
d OUrs on an outside job.
“"Emh;ﬁr::umun ofl_heruupgn:‘sbility of women l:xi?}?:
e la:;:s ma::ated with child-raising, cooking,
dﬂammr “wn.[ caring for the personal needs of

: B i :
Sk ¥k o e 21 moaomc and

wages.  This decply affects the
o y e Wway women view
e eir role in society, and the goals they seek to

While 50 per i
Union are E:m::l I%i;h:mw kil l'm ot

right. While I, 0]
generally available in the Soviet Unioialai:mll:w
5:]‘1?% the ni]mg castes have repeatedly curtailed |
l!mm‘]mei::mr:nl {_plamng humullanng conditions as wel
e pcn; nesken women seeking abortions (such
detuake paid sicl Iea_ve time to obtain an abortion
sl o cover abortions as a free medical procedurc)
unamﬂr;bnha'hk blz.‘li‘l‘ control methods are general
Bogm‘l\l"nic p]arlﬁ il mmilpnlli-;li;i.ucmllcal]y conceived
Al B bt v
revolution that removes the I:ni::u:r:zr.:;ﬂi: R
0
:omw:; n;: xrulor_zs workers dc!numcy. Allhc::';! {Liu‘
Fruingthe n;"";'“gn' of any rising cansciousness con-
i e ':d 1mofwmr'mn![here i 0o iron curtain
vanced capitalist countries and the

w ;
E::::: .ul\?;:;:'-“?euy between Eastern and Western
allected by the ra:li;alin‘worhm states will inevitably be
demands they arc raising.” of women elsewhere and the

The
sim;::m:’lem ;i n::lm;r; If:: their liberation will be a
f et process challengi
overturning the privileged blll’eaucmh?c :Lesr:ﬁ::f :r"u:

tionately in lower-paying, less ible jobs, and
. : responsible jobs, and in
‘mlﬁmc:; nfofp.roﬁummnnnd :rviee-:.' For
1 v i all waol i i
3&@;. while another quarter ntl:m.phyedml Wzli-\kt;
mm‘; ustry. Eighty per cent of all primary and
ry-school teachers, and 100 per cent of all

Ablishing socialist democrac:
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o, 1 peic Bl o el 2
0 [ the transiti

b mvolulinnf“m“mm' program for the

In some respects, in com|

countries, the economic ‘_“pnﬂw,, with the capitalist

dependence

ol teachers, are women in the worke ; status of

ES 0 o i ot o et B S hisory aiso wrikingly sopbeeane bl
ing to 1966 statisti men. the family institution is the. ms the fact that

693 per cent of men's-up “..-qwmu‘u\ymm of women. As long as it ;n:mr‘!“'wh‘;glﬁ- ression
More than 40 pe, nﬁ’“mn *4 per cent in 19241 official palicy, as long as its fu:::ltlilgn'd nurturednas
only 3 out of 243 full members of the swl-:;f DOIED b:‘ ower by Iunr:rim social insliluliﬂll:?Thto‘I?u‘ll;r :1““\
; Y of women % " ua

18 0 productive life und ail social

is impossible.

Stalinist counterrevolution on women and the
, and the continued inequality of women in the
Kers states, today comprise one of the obstacles 1o

politicisation and revolutionary education of the workers
vanguard and the construction of a mass revolutionary
party of the working class.

e. We recognise that it is only by

nsistently

g radicalised women elsewhere to revi ry
sm. As with all other questions, the policies of
sm are often equated with Leninism rather than
cognised for what they are-the negation of Leninism.

Women fighting for their liberation elsewhere often look
"fo the workers states and say, “If this is what socialism
does for women, we don't need it.” Many anti-Marxists

pointed to the situation of women in the workers states as
“proof” that the road to women’s liberation is not through
class struggle. Thus the fight to win the leadership of
feminists in other parts of the world is interrelated with
the development of the political revolution in the
deformed and degenerated workers states.

Il. THE FOURTH INTER-
NATIONAL AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR
WOMEN’'S LIBERATION

Our Perspective

1. The Fourth International welcomes and champions
the emergence of a new wave of struggles by women to end
their centurics-old oppression. By fighting in the front
lines of these battles, we demonstrate that the world party
of socialist revolution can provide aleadership capable of
carrying the struggle for women's liberation through to its
conclusion. Our goal is 10 win the confidence and
leadership of the masses of women by sho?ving that our
program and our class-struggle policies will lead to the
elimination of women's oppression along the path of
successful proletarian revolution and the socialist
reconstruction of society. :

2. This perspective of the Fourth International stands
z olutionary Marxism. It 18
iderations:

e oppression of women 1S
enance of class sociely in
articular. The struggle by
sir oppression therefore has

h fighting for their liberation
rking class as a whole in the
lism. Without the socialist

he working class cannol

Jggle for women's liberation
| basic meeds of women.
nd oppressed layers. Itisan
+ them,

ting the masses of workers
n, and action around the
needs ¢ il part of the struggle 10
break the stranglehd Ltianary bourgeois idealogy
within the working class. Itisanindispensable part of the

pioning the and needs of the most

oppressed and exploited layers of the class-the wome
the oppressed na ionalities, the immigrant worke
youth, the unorganised-that the full power and
strength of the workers can be brought to bear. Part
the fight to transform the trade unions into instruments of
revolutionary struggle in the interests of the entire
working class is educating the organised labor movement
to fight for the demands of women

In other words, our goal is not only to lead the women's
liberation movement in & revolutionary direction butalsa
to convince the working class as a whole and its
organisations to recognise and champion struggles by
women as their own

f. The struggle against the oppression of women isnot &
secondary or peripheral issue. Itis a life and death matter
for the workers movement, especially in a period of
sharpening class polarisation

Because of women's place in class society and the hold
of the ideology that buttresses their inferior status.
women as a whole are a special target for all clerical
reactionary, and fascist organisations. ‘Whether it is the
Christian Democrats, the Falange, or the opponents of
abortion rights, reaction makes aspecial appeal to women
for their support, claiming to address women's particular
needs, playing upon their economic dependence under
capitalism, and promising to relieve the inordinate
burden women bear during any period of social crisis

From the “kinder-kirche-kueche” propaganda of the
Nazi movement to the Christian Democrats’ mobilisation
of middle-class women in Chile for the march of the
empty pots, history has demonstrated ume amlagmn_t'n;u
the reactionary mystique of motherhood-and-family is
one of the most powerful conservatising weapons wielded
by the ruling class. ot
With a correct program and a resolute struggle to help

it




f 1 fattor facilitating his retrogres-

Vg il o
.'gf'ﬁ" b

‘was the ‘and material backwardness of

us society, which did not have the resources

1o nhin':-cm ::pm
sufficient lic laundries, and housekeeping
and um% to eliminate the material basis for
‘women’s oppression.

But beyond thee o

Science are women, In the national political arena_oniy §
of the 287 full members of the Communist Party Cenira)
Committee are women. g i
Politburo.
In the Soviet
a d eani

There are no women in the

Union and Eastern Europe, as in the
pitalist countries, suff material wealth
and technology today exist to significantly alleviate the
double burden of wamen. Yet the distortions introduced

‘Stalinist bureaucracy consciously gave up he persp
of moving in 4 systematic way o socialise the ‘burdens
carried by women, and instead began to glorify the family
myﬁumnhindfmiliummhaﬂmughlegd
restrictions and economic compulsion.
As Trotsky pointed out in the Revolution Betrayed,
© “The retreat not only assumes forms of disgusting
‘hypocrisy, but also is going infinitely farther than the iron
‘economic necessity demands.”

The bureaucracy m'n!nm;i the family system for one
Silx STy L7 apial

in p ing and the productive process because
of the absence of democratic control over production by
the workers and the domination of the privileged
bureaucratic caste are a source of resentments. Womer
feel the dead weight of the bureducracy in this respect even
more than men because they are forced to compensate for
the distortions in the economy through the double day's
labor they perform. ]
In the last decade, these potentially explosive
resentments have forced the bureaucracy to plan

p

socicty-as a means of i i itudes of sub
to ity and for per ing the of a
minority. Trotsky explained that “the most compelling

‘motive of the present cult of the family is undoubtedly the
need ofthe forastable hi of relati
and for the disciplining of youth by means of forty million
points of support for authority and power.” -
As part of this counterrevolution, the old tsarist laws
against homosexuality were dusted off and reintroduced.
The conditions created by the proletarian revolution
andStalinist counterrevolution in the Soviet Union have
not benlmchiniﬁily reproduced in every workers state
formed since 1917. Important differences exist, i

ded production in consumer goods and increased
social services. But the supply of consumer goods
continues to lag behind the needs and growing expec-
tations of the masses of Soviet women. Social services
also remain sorely inadequate For example, while
child-care facilities are more widespread than in advanced
capitalist countries, creches in Leningrad are ablc (o
accommodate only 13 per cent of the children of
preschool age. According to the official 1970 statistics
this figure rises to two-thirds by the level of kindergarten
The Stalinist burcaucracies have also repudiated the
view of Lenin and other leaders of the Russian revolution
that unrestricted access to abortion is a woman's

1, cultural, and social variations from

one country to another, even one region to another. But
of the and social inferiority of

women and bolstering of the family institution as the
norm of social relationships is official policy in all the
deformed workers states from China to East Germany.
4.1‘hepmm_nuonanﬂ glorification of the family system
have resulted in perpetuating the traditional burden of
women, the double day's work, inside and outside the
home. According to the official 1970 Soviet Union
census, 90 per cent of all urban women between the ages of
16 and 54 hold jobs outside the home. Yet the average
Soviet woman spends four to seven hours a day on
housework in addition to eight hours on an outside job.
The perpetuation of the responsibility of women for the
domestic chores associated with child-raising, cooking,
cleaning, laundry, and caning for the personal needs of
other members of the family unit is the economic and
social basis for the disadvantages and prejudices faced by
women and the resulting discrimination in jobs and
wages.  This decply affects the way women view
themselves, their rale in society, and the goals they seck to

While 50 per cent of the wage earners in the Soviet
Union are women, they are i

y ic right. While legal abortion is
generally available in the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, the ruling castes have repeatedly curtailed this
right, frequently placing humiliating conditions as well as
economic penalties on women seeking abortions (such as
denial of paid sickleave time to obtain an abortion or
refusal 10 cover abortions as a free medical procedure)
The more reliable birth control methods are generally
unavailable, Women's right to abortion is subordinated
to the twists and turns of bureaucratically conceived
economic plans and social politics.

5. Women in the deformed and degenerated workers
states will not win their full liberation short of a political
revolution that removes the bureaucratic caste from
power and restores workers democracy. Although there
are as yel few signs g f
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affected by the radic

tionately in lower-paying, less responsible jobs, and i
e e s b e e g
cxample, 43.6 per eent of all women still work in
agriculture, while another quarter are employed in the
textile industry. Eighty per cent of all primary and
secondary-school teachers, and 100 per cent of all
| teachers, are women. In 1970 only 6.6 per cent

In some respects,
countries, the econd
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Socialist
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ol I'u[;‘y taken

truly equal
4 all social

impossible.

talinist counterrevolution on women and the
and the continued inequality of women in the
rs states, today comprise one of the obstacles to
g radicalised women elsewhere to revoluti

politicisation and revolutionary education of the workers
vanguard and the construction of a mass revolution
party of the working class,

€. We recognise that it s only by consistenily

ary

Ty,
xism. As with all other questions, the policies of
are often equated with Leninism rather than
eognised for what they are-the negation of Leninism.
Women fighting for their liberation elsewhere often look
0 the workers states and say, “If this is what socialism
"does for women, we don't need it.” Many anti-Marxists
pointed to the situation of women in the workers states as
“proof” that the road to women’s liberation is not through
class struggle. Thus the fight to win the leadership of
. feminists in other parts of the world is interrelated with
the development of the political revolution in the
deformed and degenerated workers states.

Il. THE FOURTH INTER-
NATIONAL AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR
WOMEN'S LIBERATION

Our Perspective

|. The Fourth International welcomes and champions
the emergence of a new wave of struggles by women to end
their centuries-old oppression. By fighting in the front
lines of these batles, we demonstrate that the world party
of socialist revolution can provide & leadership capable of
carrying the struggle for women's liberation through toits
conclusion. Our goal is to win the confidence and
leadership of the masses of women by showing that our
program and our class-struggle policies will lead to the

imination of women’s opp along the path of
| successful proletarian revolution and the socialist
reconstruction of society X

2. This perspective of the Fourth International stands
in the long tradition of revolutionary Marxism. It is
based on the following considerations: ;

a. We recognise that the oppression of women is
indisp! ble to the of class society in
general and capitalism in particular. The struggle by
masses of women against their oppression therefore has
an anticapitalist thrust. ! i

b. We recognise that women fighting for their liberation
are a powerful ally of the working class as a whole in the
struggle to overthrow capitalism. Without the socialist
revolution women cannol achieve their liberation
Without the mobilisation of masses of women in struggle
for their own liberation the working class cannot
accomplish its historic tasks. i

¢, We recognise thut the struggle for women's liberation
(ouches some of the most basic needs of women,
cspecinlly the most exploited and oppressed layers. It isan
avenue Lo reach and mobilise them,

4. We recognise that educating the masses of workers
\hrough prapaganda, agitation, and action around the
nceds of women is an essential part of the struggle 1o
break the stranglehald of reactionary bourgeois idealogy
within the working lass. It is an indispensable part of the

o p ds and needs of the most
oppressed and exploited layers of the class-the women,
the oppressed na ionalitics, the immigrant workers, the
youth, the unorganised-that the full power and united
strength of the workers can be brought to bear. Part of
the fight to transform the trade unions into instruments of
revolutionary struggle in the interests of the entire
working class is educating the organised labor movement
to fight for the demiands of women

In other words, our goal is not only to lead the women's
liberation movement in & revolutionary direction but also
to convince the working class as a- whole and its
organisations to recognise and champion struggles by
women as their own.

f. The struggle against the oppression of women isnota
secondary or peripheral issue. It is a life and death matier
for the workers movement, especially in a period of
sharpening class polarisation.

Because of women's place in class society and the hold
of the ideology that buttresses their inferior status,
women as a whole are a special target for all clerical
reactionary, and fascist organisations ‘Whether it is the
Christian Democrats, the Falange, or the opponents of
abortion rights, reaction makes a special app eal towomen
for their support, claiming to address women’s particular
needs, playing upon their economic dependence under
capitalism, and promising (o relieve the inordinate
burden women bear during any period of social crisis.

From the “kinder-kirche-kueche” propaganda of the
Nazi movement to the Christian Democrats' mobilisation
of middleclass women in Chile for the march of the
empty pots, history has demonstrated time and again that
the reactionary mystique of motherhood-and-family is
one of the most powerful conservatising weapons wielded
by the ruling class
" With a correct program and a resolute struggle to help
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v uir:;!ml will be wrested from the ruling
i e struggle leading toward the socialist
3 i y e el pevolut
Su:’h vietories bring inspiration, increasing mnnud:,\,”_
and sell-reliance. Other demands will be partially m..
m@m fundamental will be resisted to the end h}?tp.:u.
s ﬁ:n?;l the property and wealth. They can he m‘:
] e i 1 i
ot course of the -sonallsl FEconstruction of
In fighting for these demands-both thase Providing

g class in the conrge

 for equal work.

nd women.

I imination against women in any trade,
job category, apprenticeship, or training

anteed jobs at union wages for all women who
waork, coupled with a sliding scale of hours and
“to combat inflation and unemployment among

available to all; collective laundry facilities; house-
cleaning services organised on an industrial basis

d. A crash, government-financed development
program L3 provide healthful, uncrowded housing for all;
no rent to exceed 10 per cent of income; no discrimination
against single women or women with children.

We such d ds to and
agitation for the “abolition” of the family. The family as
_an economic unit cannot be “abolished™ by fiat. It can

solutions i % N 2 s i f

o ‘,Th'ﬂ.nl;:t ;Jlﬁ_:‘%:cdl-.lﬁc_‘?ppmmll of women and those ‘Preferential hiring, training, and job upgrading of  only be replaced over time. The goal of the socialist

R i f]“_UIC oppressed nationalitics ang and other superexploited layers of the labor force revolution is to create economic and social alternatives
king cf i @ whole-masses of women will come 1 0 overcome the effects of decades of systematic that are superior to the present family institution and

i p of their oppi Miax o ination against them. better able to provide for the needs currently met,

Our demands directed toward eliminati
oppression of women are centred on the fol
1. Full legal, political, and social equa
~ No diserimination on the basis of sex.

ng the specific
llowing points
lity for women

" Paid maternity leave with no loss of job or seniority
g Paid work leaves to care for sick children to be given

to men and women alike.
~ h. The ion of fici

1 protective

however poorly, by the family, so that personal
relationships will be a matter of free choice and not of
economic compulsion.

These demands indicate the issues around which

i % . t s Equal rights for i providing special working conditions to women) to cover women will fight for their liberation, and show how this
L 0 Vote, engage in public activity, form or joiy men, in order to provide better working conditions for  fight is interrelated with the demands raised by other

| associations, live and travel
. Where they wan,
::gaﬁin :_n:? occupationsthey choose. Anend lB); Il laws
1 _qc__g\ifau nn.g ‘with special penaltics for women. The
H_lmh:tnm_ omen of all democratic rights won by men
o2 right of women 1o cantrol their own reproduc

A'waman has the sole right to ch

v I tochoose whether or not to
pﬂ'Fm‘:l\ or lerugmale_ pregnancy. This includes 11[\:‘
eby ohLesg populz ntrol schemes which are
g;i: ‘fvffram:;;:mspﬁmﬂ;‘ and attempt to blame the
pugntdﬂsm ocicty on the masses of working people and

restrictions on abortion

n n_’hfnroc‘d sterilisation or
t&i’b_ﬂu with the nght of

hien to bear children.
'é =control information
n and birth control in the

'menl, and coercion

state. Marriage to be a
fion. An end to all
and selling of wives

adultery. An end to all

marital status. 1

both men and women and prevent the use of protective
legislation to discriminate against womerl.

i. Compensation at union rates throughout periods of
unemployment for all women and men, including youth
who cannot find a place in the work force, regardless of

oppressed sectors of society and the needs of the working
class as a whole.

The women's liberation movement raises many issues
The of the has already
demonstrated that not all will come 1o the fore with equal
force at the same time. Which demands to raise at any

Y
protected against inflation by a

5. Equal educational opportunities.

An end to education and conditioning that reduces

women 10 an inferior status.

secretarial work, nursing and teaching.

6. Reorganisati

Courses

of women.

a. Free, open admissions for all women to all
institutions of education and all programs of study.
Special programs to encourage women 1o enter
 traditionally male-dominated fields.

b. An end to all forms of pressuring women to prepare
themselves for “women’s work,” such as homemaking,

¢. An end to portrayal in textbooks and mass media of

women as sex objects and stupid, weak, emotionally
™ igned to teach the true

history of women’s struggles against their Oppression.
Physical education courses to teach women Lo develop

their strength and be proud of their athletic abilities.
d. No expulsion of pregnant studenis or unwed

mothers, or segregation into special facilitics.

an of society (o eliminate domestic slavery

lar time in any particular struggle, the best way to
formulate specific demands so that they are umnderstan-
dable to the masses and able 1o mobilise them in action,
when to advance new demands to move the struggle
forward-the answer 1o those tactical problems is the
function of the revolutionary party, the art of politics
itself.

Our Methods of Struggle

1. We wtilise proletarian methods of mobilisation and
action in order to achieve these demands. Everything we
do is geared to bring Lhe masses themselves inta motian,
into struggle, whatever their current level of conscious-
ness. The masses do not learn simply by being exposed 1o
ideas or by the exemplary action of others. '.’)r\_l:!I through
their own direct involvement will the political con-
sciousness of the masses develop, grow .and be transform-
ed. Only through their own eXpenience will millions of
women be won as allies in the revolutionary struggle and

come to understand the need to get rid of an economic
system based on exploitation.

s, physical abuse, or cven

a. Free, government-financed twenty-four-hour child-
for so-called crimes

care centres and schools, open 10 allchildren from infancy
to early adolescence regardless of parents’ income or
marital status; child-care policies to be decided by those
who use the centres.

Rl ool " b. Free medical care for all and special child-care

B e [0 " facilities for children who are ill

QIBIEE and théir © Systematic development of low-cost. high-guality
. ; - soci i ia and take-oul lood services

S eAliention o1 children | services such as caleleria &

0n request of cithcr
omic wellare and job
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0 miscrably to fight o

Ween supporting and
to fight for women’s
nds relating to women's
building mass action
men to fight for the
the right ta abortion
this. Women will be the

he movement from all
d the oppressed.

ass feminist
party. The

i Ihe
m and action,
g wumen, and

it altitudes and practices within the party can only
radicated if the party has a correct program, Women
- the lead in politically educating the entire
'_Phip,; male and female, on the character of

they are less likely to be unionised or to have a strang class )“
consciousness. Their participation in the labof force is ||
frequently more sporadic, Their double burden of

responsibilities and chores at home is fatiguing and time

& Opp! n g a correct
the role of the fight for women's liberation in the
t revolution, and in orienting the party toward
participation in the feminist movement.

3 The forms through which we work vary greatly
dupcl_ldii:g on the concrete circumstances in which our
organisations find themselves. Factors that must be taken
into account include the strength of our own forces; the
and political level of .the women's
the strength of the liberal, Social
Democratic, Stalinist, and centrist forces against whom
we must contend; and the general political context in
which we are working. Whether we should form women's
liberation groups on a broad socialist program. work
through existing organisations of the women’s liberation
movement, build broad action coalitions around specific
issues, work through trade-union caucuses, combine
several of these forms, or work through some «other forms
are tactical questions. Our laclics are dictated by our
strategic aim, which is to educate and lead in action forces
rmuch broader than ourselves and recruit the best cadre to
the revolutionary party.

No matter what organisational form we adopt, the
fundamental question to be decided is the same: What
specific issues and demands should be riased under the
given circumstances in order to maost effectively mobilise
women and their allies in struggle?

While the party needs special internal fractions or
commissions through which to organise our participation
in the women's liberation movement, we are opposed to
caucuses within the revolutionary Marxist party that
function as pressure groups. Al internal fractions,
commissions, or ather formations must be open to any
member democratically selected-regardless of sex, race,
Ianguage, class origin or whatever. To permit other kinds
of undemocratic internal formations is to foster a

1
"

‘federation of conflicting special-interest groups. The

party has one program and only one class of membership
with equal rights and responsibilities for every comrade.
The party’s political line and direction must be
democratically discussed and decided with all members
icipating and Laking responsibility for carryingit out.
, by women in the unions and on the job
| Here as elsewhere in capitalist

the job, equal
child-care facil
struggle for women's
struggle as a whale.
Muoreover, unhke
are already semiorgan
addition, muny are
the unions and within
placed to speed the pre
ming the lahor moven
the working class wit
Sumetimes they are @
arganised  workers
struggles, Their des
of the program

within the I
There are @l
workers, Preei

ring and job upgrading.
important aspects ofthe
‘as well as of the class

working women
market itsell. 1n

ge point within
here they are wells
S m‘and transfor-

n !envin_g them less energy for political and
}.'3‘“"'“_‘0“ activity. The prevalent préjudice that

'women's place is in the home" is an additional obstacle
and pressure. |
3 Chmlmges brought about by the spread of the women's
liberation movement have already begun to alter the
attitudes ‘of working women, strengthening their in-
clinations to organise, unionise, and fight for their rights.

Conversely, working women who bécome involved in
struggles on the job often have to confront many of the
questions that the women's liberation movement has
taken up. As they begin to play anactive role, to take on
leadership responsibilities, to prove their capacities to
t Ives, to gain and play an d
role, they develop a greater understanding of witat the
women's liberation movement is fighting for Thus,
strugegles by women as workers and by women challeng-
ing their oppression as a sex reinforce each other

9. Our class-struggle methods of mass action are the
antithesis of the orientation of many petty-bourgeois
radicals who counterpose individual acts af moral witness
or the promotion of new “life-styles” as the road to
solution of their problems as women. They often
concentrate on reforming men as individuals, trying o
make them less "chauvinistic.” rather than organising to
replace the bourgeois government which defends and
sustains the institutions of class society responsible for
male supremacy and women’s oppression, They attempt
to build “counteninstitutions” in the midst of class sociely.

As revolutionists we recognise that the problems many
women seek to resolve in this way are real and
precccupying. Our criticism is not directed against
individuals who try to find a way out from under the
intolerable pressures capitalist society places on them.
But we point out that for the masses of workers there is no
“individual® solution. They must fight collectively to
change society before their “life-sty Je™ will be significantly
altered Ultimately there are no personal solutions for any
of us. Individual escapism is a form of utcpianism that
can only end, in disillusionment and the dispersal of
revolutionary forces

e

Our Class Independence

| Political independence is the third facet ol our 48
struggle strategy for the fight against women's opp:
sion. We do not deferor subordinate any demand.actioi
ar struggle of women to the political needs and concerns
of either the hourgeols of reformist palitical forces with
their  parliamentary shadowboxing  and electoral '
mancuvers. A g

2, We fight (o keep women's liberatian organisations
and struggles independent of all bourgeois !'on:es an
parties. We oppose attempts to divert Women's s._lruggl:s
(oward the construction of WOMCH'S CAUCUSES inside of or |
oriented 10 capitalist partics or hourgeais palitics, as has
occurred inthe United States, Canada. and Austral W
appose the formation of a women's politieal party, suchds
has arisen in Belgium and has been advocated by sorie
feminist groups in Spain and elsewhere. The :wmryo[
mare. women (o public office an a I|I_:=ral-buurgqmi_ or
cal pelly-bourgeais program. while o reflection of
changing attiiudes. can du nothing o Iunnerllu'lulfmls

“ liberation s part of the historic struggle of the.



working class against capitalism. We strive to make that
link a conscious one on the part of women and of the
working class. Bul we do not rejecl support from
bourgeois figures or politicians who voice their agreement
wiih our demands or goals. It strengthens our side not
theirs. It is their contradiction not ours.

3. We reject the reformist perspectives of the Stalinist
and Social Democratic parties. The policies and conduct
of both these petty-bourgeois currents within the
working-class movement are based on defending

into all our areas of work, from the trade unions 1 ),
student milieu, It is especially among the youty
student, young workers, young housewives-that we +,
find the greatest receptivity 1o our ideas and prog:

3, Our experience thus far has shown that considera b,
potential exists for helping to organise and lead act o
campaigns around issues raised in the struggle again
women's oppression. The Fourth International ¢
courages international solidarity in the women's moy.
ment, and where possible, international coordination of
action igns around issues.

privileges and preserving the capitalist system,
of any lip service they may pay to the struggles of women-

against their oppression. Both are ready to subordinate

4, To organise and carry out systematic women
liberation work, sections of the Fourth Internationa

the needs of women to whatever cl
deal they are trying lo negotiate at the moment. The
Stalinists, for example, never tire of telling women that
the road 10 happiness through “advanced democracy” or
the “antimonopoly coalition ™ They advise women not

should h or fi of those
responsible for this work, which might include mal:
comrades as well as female.

5. Systematic education about the history of women'
oppression and struggles, andthe theoretical and political

to demand more than “d it (1 can
Bve.

The Stalinists have & special stake in defending the
family institution and rei ing the i y grip of

bourgeois ideology on the working class: They must
defend the fact that the family unit is extolled in the
*“socialist™ countries as the ideal framework of humiah
relationships.
The reactionary positions adopted by the

Communist parties in countries like laly and France on
such issues as divorce and abortion, and the American
CP's apposition to the Equal Rights A 10 the

involved, should be organised within th
sections of the Fourth International.

‘We have no illusions that sections can be islands of the
future socialist society floating in a capitalist morass, or
that individual comrades can fully escape the education
and wng.itioning absorbed from the very struggle to
survive in class society. But it is a condition of
membership in the Fourth International that the
conduct of comrades and sections reflect the principles on
which we stand. We fight to educate the members of the
Fourth International to a full understanding of the

us. Cﬂllililuﬁﬂn!&t! such blatant betrayals of the needs
of women that their stance opens up possibilities for us to
make .hudway amongst their members and the layers
they influcnce.  Both the Stalinists and Social
Democerats initially abstained from or were hostile to the
new nise of women’s struggles. But ve can expect them 1o
atempt to capture leadership as the women's movement
:;::‘:?I: in order o divert these struggles into reformist
4. It is only through an uncompromising progr: i
and organisational break from the hnn?ppcoifi:':lma:;
forms of class coll ionism that the working class and
its allies, including women struggling for their ribemunn
€an be muhﬂ.lmfl as a powerful and self-confident I'urce'
capable of carrying the socialist revolution through to the
end. The task of the revolutionary Marxist pany is to
:l:gwﬂil the leadership to educate the working masses
F::gﬂi::lmn and propaganda in this class-struggle

Tasks of the Fourth International
Today

1. The ideas of women's liberation have had vary ng

degrees of impact throughout the world, The specd with

\ which revolutionary ideas and lessons of siruggle are

transmitled from one country to anuther. and Trom vne

~ sector of the world revolution (o another, ensures the

k ’L[:'.n)h" spread o women's libcration  struggles.

L g of the tradi I role of women

tes an atmosphere conducive 1o Marxist education,

nda, and action in support of the liberation of

- Through our press and propaganda activities we

explain the source and nature of women's oppression

i:)rcvoimmnary dynamic of women's struggle (ir
n.

2. In addilion Lo participating in organisatons and
ml radicalised women where they exist, we shonld

women’s liberation propaganda and aetiity
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¢ ter of women's and the pernicious ways
in w}luch_ it 15 expressed. We strive to create an
organisation in which language, jokes, and other acts
expressing chauvinist bigotry towards women are not
tolerated, any more than acts and expressions of racist
bigotry would be allowed to pass unchallenged. We strive
to build a party in which the full and rounded political
deve_iopm:nl of women comrades is promoted and
maximised.

The process of internal education will take place alon
with and be facilitated by the growing involvt:um ofm)gr
sections in the struggle for women’s liberation. The
impact of this struggle on the consciousness and attitudes
of comrades has been profound. The transformation of
the women cadre of the international, reflecting our
involvement in the struggle for women's liberation, is a
development of historic significance. The new sl
confidence, political maturity, and leadership capacities
of l!m_: women comrades of the Fourth Internations
constilute a significant e xpansion of the effective forces of
revolutionary leadership on a world scale.

¥rs

[m':-'r‘;.;"“"‘“"{! ~;l women's struggles internatiomally and
SHRALS #vul' A f"ﬂnl! women's liberation move ment
Tent of mime 0NAFY struggles for power s & develop-
rv\'rululicrn Il‘u':'“l'“ﬂﬂlll;c 10 the world party of socialist
clows and.the Skllbon oo POt o the working
R 1 0 r;hhmai‘ that the revalution will e
socialist recons l\gn. "’!‘Il:::; l'l'""“' I\‘":jh its task
liberat : i T e

aIiE hull‘::u:“r::: t a0 addinvuonal guarantee against

A Immﬂ‘[ i TEration ol future resolutions,
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lliances

By Dave Holmes

Our fundamental strategy for achieving the socialist
revolution is the construction of = mass based
revolutionary workers parties. What 1 want to discuss
tonight is a very important arca of the tactics of the
revolutionary party: the question of its alliances with
other political parties of the working class, the petty
bourgeoisie, and even the big bourgeoisie.

The revolutionary party does not begin with majority
support from the working class and the oppressed: it has
to win it. Inthe course of this struggle it has to relate to the
existing political parties and organisations based on the
various social classes and fractions of those classcs

In his work, Left-wing Communism, an hn’amifu
Disorder , Lenin explains that capitalism doesn't occur in
“pure® form, where a homogeneous working class
confronts a homogencous  capitalist class. On the
contrary,as we know, capitalism engenders a multitude of
social, class and political divisions. The working class

itself is divided on craft, scx, age, religious. national and

territorial grounds. Between the capitalists and the
working class are numerous intermediate layers, Eventhe
ruling class may have more than one part corresponding
* to its different fractions
From all this, Lenin said,
absolute necessity, for the vanguard of the prol

=

“follows the necessity, the
etariat, for

and the

evolutionary Party

its class-conscious section, for the Communist Party, to
resort to Manoeuvres, agrecment: promises witl
the various groups of p
parties of the workers and

“The whole point lies in kno
tactics in order toraise,, and not lower, th
proletarian class consciousness revolutionary spint, and
ability to fight and win * (Selected Works, Vol. 111, p
421)

United Front

With these considerations in mind, I first w deal
with the question of the united front. Yery briefly the
united front. is an alliance f between different
organisations to fight fc c concrete objective
such as the withdrawal of imperialist troops trom
Vietnam, or the repeal of the abortic Each
participating organisatic ns its full political 1n-
dependence and freedom of ¢ |

For the revolutionary party the tachc of the united
i needs: On the one hand, the
class

aws

ction

front answers 1wo broac
need of the proletarial to unite in defence o iy
interests irrespective of p cal divisions. And
other hand, the need of the party to reach out to broad




masses of the opp d and win their all in the
course of the struggle and expose the misleaders of the
working class. We'll go into this in more detail later on.

Communist International

The united front tactic was first formulated explicitly

under this name by the Communist International in the
carly 19205, But the tactic was in fact extensively utilised
by the Bolshevik Party in its struggle against Tsarismand
jater the Kerensky government. In Lefi-Wing Com-
smunism Leninsays that “the whole history of Bolshevism,
polh hefore and after the October Revolution, is full of
instances of ing, making and
compromising with other parties, bourgeois parties
included!”

The background to the adoption of the united front
tactic by the Comintern was the general postwar situation
and its evolution. Arising out of and following the First
World War, there was a_tremendous revolutionary
:.:bheavné)u; '?'“';F*-,““”' this wave was definitely

ing. Only in Russia had I
i e i the proletariat actually won

The upsurge of the masses was powerful en
nvmhn}w'thenid order butit lacked gdr.qnatc I:a‘;:f;ﬁ:
The tradit social i ips of the mass
arganisations exerted all theirefforts to save the capitalist
regimes. The construction and tempering of the new
comt.nu_mat psmn did not keep pace with the

Either lh=,cumm ist Df_ R :

: unist parties were 100 i
leadershi ps were not sufficiently tempered aﬁa:ﬁ;:m
4l the critical moments. Revolutionary situations
wasted in Germany. Hungary and ltaly. i

The Third Congress of the Comintern in mid-192] |
stock of this situation, Against the ultralefts of the 1,
Lenin and Trotsky argued that the great revolution;
Wave was subsiding and the communist partics hig
strengthien their roots in the mass ‘movement
strengthen their positions in relation to the teformist
parties. Trotsky describes the decisions of the 11
Congress in The Third International After Lenin in

way:

“The Third Congress of the Comintern was a milesior
demarcating the first and second periods. It set dow b
fact H.u! the resources of the communist parties were oy
sufficient for the conguest of power. It advanced th
slogan; “To the masses,’ that is, the conguest of power
through a previous conquest of the masses , achieved i
the basis of the daily life and struggles. For the mas
continues to lead its daily life in revolutionary :pn(}
cw-[{'hlf in & somewhat different manner.” (p 88) ;

e Fourth Congress of the Comintern i
_I922 filled out the line of the Third Congress al‘n‘::r:;:.:l
;t elaborated a set of theses on the tactic of the um[:;
from. :l'huc thgscs were drafted by Trotsky and may be
T?‘und;f the article On the United Front in volume two !
4 : mi'm Five Years of the Communisi Inter-
? ional. These theses remain a very succinct exposition
of the united front tactic. i
wl'hgrw.ry first necessity for the party to carry out any
sort of manoeuvers is that it has secured its own politica
;q::ipeﬁnder_\lio: based on a clear program and }i)nultrlmtjll
e p! Mﬂ e Cnmmterq took upthis problem at its first
o second congresses which laid down the programmatic
o 1rgulr_usalmml basis of the Third International and
lzm y firmly demarcated the genuinely communist
;ﬂr‘zl‘l;: I;om the lefi-reformists and centrists who
i 0 hop ento the bandwagon of the Comintern for
Gliifa:\ﬂ'l upfqnuniulc reasons,
ing put its own house in order, J
p;::km confronting the Comintern anj‘:h:];‘:ﬁuﬂﬁ
;ﬂvl:;n::s to extend their influence over the mass
movem:nl'a:::'] penetraie more deeply into the labor
o) win the ranks from the reformist parties
ited front tactic has tremendous relevance here

mi\:;;n cl:ra:;udl of great turmoil, such as our own, the
A struggle continues. The workers still
gt ol skvimhlhumpluyers and the state. In this
ooy or, rng masses feel the need for a united
iy ¢ ruling class. And this feeling corresponds
i “{r;‘l::.e needs of the situation.
Ny hr":a_ﬂ‘ parly cannot oppose this desire of
Rt nity in action. On the contrary it must be
o eh“ energetic advocate and defender of it
Gl L ot revolulionary party has 1o take the
il m"“:‘l:rl:fmﬂhlﬂs the reformist leaders and
B S agreements for joint action around
P “:: !lllkl.:. for democratic rights, etc.).
prepanderint Y parly were ahsolurely
e T
e _ ia, then
united frant tactic would not arise. But wli:: !nhe:ﬁal:; .l:‘:

minority, even u v
(i Eirgt one
" et
[l'“ﬂwir:: ¥ hus 1o reach out 1w the masses who do not

Teadershipund i :
Ay ¢ inthe course of th
m“f_’rﬂ::::;ll ?fh;: most vigorously .:I:Il d
Mthe wirkers. | he imidi ivi
0 i 14 iy and Vi
m;&:l;:;:‘:jﬂh\ leaders will be exposed and Ihlc xr‘::r::, A
i more come under the influenee of the =
whil h“imnnr(-.m\ 1o understand  that the mmﬁn,'
phigition of the united front tactic ncwmﬁlyilmnivﬁ

e struggle show
clerminedly for

Gtiations and agreements with the leaderships of the
formist organisations. “Does the united [ront extend
nly to the working masses or does it also include the
apportunist leaders,” asks Trotsky, He replies: “The very
posing of this question is the product of misunderstan-
ding. If we could simply umite the working masses around
‘our own banner or around our current practical slogans,
and skip over reformist organisations, whether party or
trade union, that would of course, be the best thing in the
world. But then the very question of the united front
would not exist in its present form.”

Revolutionists have to force the reformist misleaders
against their will to make practical agreements for
common actions. This is precisely because these mis-
leaders have a mass following which does not yet
understand their treachery and who can only gain a real
understanding in the course of a common struggle
alongside the revolutionary party

While the revelutionary party participates in united
front actions it never gives up its independence, its
freedom to ruthlessly criticise the treachery of the
reformist leaders, to put forward its own program of
struggle. Revolutionists function in the united front asan
independent detachment, all the time clearly presenting
our revolutionary face to the masses of workers

On Single Issues Only?

While united fronts are most casily organised and
maintained around single issues, under special cir-
cumstances the united front can be extended to electoral
blocs or even to coalition governments of workers parties.
The decisive criterion here is that the program of the
coalition be unequivocally anticapitalist

For instance, after the October Revolution the
Bolsheviks bricfly formed a coalition government with
the left Social Revolutionaries. Buta genuine united front
government could only occur in a revolutionary situation,
as a prelude 1o, or a consequence of the abolition of
capitalism Oiherwise it would only e administering the
capitalist state in the manner of the reformists of the
} Labor Party.

§ Popular Front

}- The wnited front is a principled alliance between the
i
|

revolutionary party and other politi I formations. The
party does not give upits independence of 1L program 1o
participate. On the contrary through the united front it
gains the apportunity 1o lead masses of the oppressed in
action around specilic points of its own program

. This is not the case with the so-called * people’s lnunt- or
“popular front” policy practiced by the pro-Moscow and
pro-Pekin Stalinist parties. The popular lront 1s 4
coalition between left party nd liberal capitalist parties
on a procapitalist program Such coalitions arc aimed not
at advancing the mass struggle but arc eonstructed
precisely 1o stop it going beyond il bowmnes of the privaie
property system.

This question of coalition palities, ol
collaboration with a supposedly more r|-g|g\\|\c"\\mr_
f the capitalist class against “reactionary”™ wing of the
same class has & long hstory.

soculist

Millerand

o Ia e sadie W anember ol 1
Jent Socilist Parg s France. on lus own
<ponsihility aceepted the post ol minister of industry in
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trying to exploit the turmoil around the Dreyfus
menace the Third Republic

This was the first time a socialist had served in 4
capitahist government Millerand set a precedent
been followed by the opportunists in the labor
at a whaole series of historical juncty

Millerand’s action
European social democracy. The left wing d
pointing out that such collaboration between
and the ruling class only
workers and strengthens the hand .
Their predictions were borne out Millerand later bre
the strike of the French railroad workers

At the Amsterdam congress of the § 1l demoeracy in
1904, aftera greatstruggle Marxist principles were U pheld
and Millerand was condemned. A mat W
which said that the party could not takea
ty for the political and economic conditions which fc
from the capitalist mode production. The motion a
stated that the social der
ghare of governmental

The Amsterdam Congre
second international. In the e
current grew stronger. This tr
political collapse of the social d

was debate

ny

scracy could not “strive for

ywer within bourgeois s

pried the ware

geoisies and urged the work

their respective bol
the <laughter

Left Bloc in France

In its revolutionary period und
and Trotsky the Comm
coalition politics in Fran
instructive in determir
the people’s fromt

The Dissidents
Socialist Party
affiliation to the Communis

promote a* Left Bloc.” Trofsky de
bloc between the workers a

bourgeoisie against a

In his article On the United Front
{hat: "One of the most re
within the working class
Bloe

the idea of a

class ugainst e

Concretely, this mean
towards the Dissidents
them inta joint action &
aid 1o strikers.

a umited Ir

nd specific problen

masses locked

employed. and
expose the reluctance 1
bourgeoisic and the Let
joint delence of the imm

Trolsky puts it in this W
capable ofagce ngth
collaboration, then th
quickly absorbed by the &
of this, the Dissidents will noLag

other words, 1o the elearly and pregiscly
« n bloc with the bourgeoisic ar s B
wi m the and spe
they will be compelled 1o
bourgeoisie. Suchan

whether they chuws
conerele

with the prolt
conditions of mass siruggle

e ply Lhit they prefer a blocwith the



“only when the itakist system

m springs {rom the capitalist system. It too can
ought by struggling against the entire capitalist
s i " 7

'y mass. . The enormous power and
confidence that the prolelanial manifested led E:an some
SP leaders to raise the slogan “everything is possible!™

these

e
Marxist truths.
Who were willing
ise the masses i
d only be realised
10 put the SPD
lo & united front
e SPD leaders an
v “hlht Communist

atic deception of the masses

t Stalin formed an alliance with the Allies against
Then Stalin made his famous pact with Hitler
the Allies, Then during the war, Stalin formed an
« with the Allies agamst Hitler.
manoeuvres between the imperialist powers
accompanied by systemalic deception  and
ation of the masses. Each temporary ally was
d by Stalinist propaganda in phony colors. During
brief Hitler-Stalin ®pact, for instance, Comintern
‘propaganda against fascism ceased and the Allied powers
were deseribed (quite truthfully for once) as imperialist
Then during the wartime alliance, the Allics were prett
up as friends of peace, and so on.
Revolutionaries do not object in principle to 2 workers
state making alliances with this or that imperialist power.
It is & tactical question. But, irrespective of these alliances,
the parties must 1 their struggle to
expose the ruthless predatory nature of the entirc
capitalist system, in bothits fascist and democraticforms,
and 1o mohilise the masses for the socialist revolution.

However, under the Stalinised regime in the Com-
intern, the communist parties were expected to come in
‘behind each deal made by the Soviet bureaucracy and
subordinate their activity to the narrow needs of the
bureaucracy. During Stalin’s alliances with the bourgeois
democracies, the CPs acted to prop up the capitalist
system, blocking any revolutionary upsurge of the
workers.

Along with the turn to “collective security” the
Stalinists put forward their people’s front strategy. This
was the way the communist parties used their influence in
the labor movement to give political support 1o Stalin's
bourgeois allies. The *anti-fascist people’s front” was
supposed 1o unite all the anti-fascist forces from the

ctariat to the liberal capitalists. 1ts program was
limited ta defence of bourgeois democracy, je. it was @
capitalist program.

We can see what the popular front meant hy looking
briefly at the examples of France and Spain.

The popular front in France

ne in Germany was
kly silenced all
outside the

to form u united
threat.

1 coalition with a pro
n of the Radical Party.
Ll h nt

leader leon
Thinking that
olfice 1w
strikes am el
milion workers W

suppeort. particularly among the peasants.,

lism was certainly on the agenda. The Stalinists tried
to end the sit-down strikes and limit them to purely
economic demands. They raised the slogan “Not
everything is possible.” They claimed that “rash™ actions
might frighten the middle classes and weaken the security
of Franee in the face of “Hitler’s menace.”

“The popular front softens up the
workers politically for a fascist or
right-wing takeover. It politically
disarms them by blurring the rigid
class line which is the basis of
Marxist politics.”

By betraying the upsurge of the waorkersthe SPand CP
leaders demoralised them and weakened the fight against
fascism. The popular front fell in 1938 and was replaced
by a conservative regime. Two years later the French
ruling class capitulated to Hitler and installed a profascist
government. The popular front had paved the way

Spain

The record ol the people’s [ront in Spain is one of even
greater betrayal of the socialist revolution.
A popular fromt government was clected in early 1936, It
aroused tremendous hopes among the masses. The
bourgeoisic through the army staged a fascist revolt o
repress the growing mass movement. The workers met
Franco’s revolt with a revolutionary uprising. The fight
against the military plotters was part and parcel of a great
social upheaval. The peasants rose up to seize the land. the
workers created broad democratic councils and militias:
they took over factories and began to produce arms.
The Stalinists had a different perspective. Stalin
wanted to show the Spanish capitalists and the French
and British bourgeoisie that capitalism in Spain could be
saved without resortingto faseism, that Moscow was not
promoting revolution. but on the contrary that the
* communist parties could be relied upun to defuse and
demobilise the mass workers mover Stalin thus
hoped to win the support of F ngland | rance against
Hitler and Mussolini. >
Thus the Stalinists and the popular trent government
they were parl of moved to crush the upsurge of the
workers and peasants and prevent it going bevond the
baunds ol privaie property
Stalin sent only minimal amounts of arms o the
republic. Stalinist secrct police were sent 1o purge and
murder Trotskyist and other militant workers leaders
who were putting forward socialist criticisms of the
popular front.

ved their desy 1w the eupitalist
s i heir pohcies guaranteed the wvictory of
fascism. The popular front demoralised the masses, The
only reason the ordinary peaple had to fight Franco was
for a radicul improvement m\h‘:lrmndmomdf?nwm_
nted a social revolution. something which would
dapp forever. By ing th

worker and ped upsurge the popular [ront also
upany possi Jity of under-mining Franco’s rank-a




Allthe People’s Fronts in Eufopc are onlya
aﬁeg a caricature of the Russian People’s

I8 vital for
s il remains 4
e Transitiona|
its" on the one
he last politica|

: liﬂ% agamnst the

is worth noting that while we have dealt
of the popular front in relation to the
Stalinist parties, the pro-Peking Stalinist
e the popular front strategy right along
Muoists dress it up under the name of the
classes.” This refers to the bloc of the
peasants with the urban petty bourgeoisic
led national bourgeoisie.
f-four-classes line fits in with Peking's
f seeking an accommodation with world
. The rationale is just another version of the
ages” theory of revolution: in this schema,
e workers and poor peasants fight alongside the
ogressive” section of the capitalist class against feudal

... we are not merely supporters,
but the most committed and persis-
tent advocates of the united front.
We tirelessly seek to unite the
oppressed masses in defence of their
lass interests.”

and more :
itervene and ind imperialist forces for a bourgeois-democratic
control of olution. The struggle for socialism is put off to some
aler “stage.”

he Maoist version of the popular front strategy was
onsible for one of the bloodiest massacres of the mass
sment ever secr: the 1965 generals’ takeover in
in which perhaps as many as one million
Party bers and sym| It were killed
CP, the largest in the capitalist world, was
destro!

oists sought 1o maintain at all costs their bloc
. & bourgeois leader who relied heavly on
sogy. The CP under Peking's guidance
alter concession 1o this reachionary
or instance, they complied with 3
that they turn over a complete list of
s of their members!
o's every move. He was
ular leader, The end
nmlmll of the CP's
hat i went down 10
ciny Lo organise so much

1 Mt a popular

electoral bloes that
s the Union of the 1.elt
1o the March, 1973
sive dehatc on the kit

(s shiould take

essential in a popular front and how do revolutionists
rel.n_le to these formations, 1 want briefly to diseuss the
Union of the Left from this point of view,

The Union of the Left began as an electoral bloc
between the Socialist Party and the Communist Party
around the so-called “common program” which was a
ulnrl"l'l:.ﬂ. pro-capitalist program. Later the two reformist
working elass parties were joined by the Left Radicals, a
small and minor bourgeois formation.

This great predominance of the 5P and the CP in this
bloc, and the relative insignificance of the Left Radicals
led some revolutionists 1o maintain that the Union of the
Left was not & popular front formation and that there fore
it would not be unprincipled for revolutionary socialists
1o vote for it in elections.

Tllii' view is seriously ingorrect, In our opinion the
Union of the Left was and is a popular front project of the
CP and SP bureaucracies, it is a popular (ront in the
process of construction

From the beginning the Union of the Left was
organised on a class-collaborationist electoral program.
[t was in no sense a proletarian united front based on joint
practical actions, Its whole perspective, its purpose, was
to solicit the participation of bourgeois lorces and make a
bid for office. The entry of the Lelt Radicals into the bloe
was only an early confirmation of this perspective, The
Left Radicals, although a minor hourgeois force, are an
indicator and a guarantee to the bourgeoisie of the
procapitalist program and intentions of the Union of the
Left.

Thus the Union of the Left had a popular frontist
charaeler from the start, even before the Left Radicals
entered i1, lts objective was to achieve @ class-
collaborationist bloc with a section of the French
capitalist class.

The decisive question is not the degree of bourgeois
participation. but the program and perspectives of the
coalition. In France in 1936 the popular (ront had very
substantial bourgenis represcntalion with the Radical
Party in Spain during the civil war, only the shadaw of
the bourgeoisie, a few individual bourgeois paliticians,
deserted by their class. participated. in the Union af the
Left we have a different variant, But in the essence of the
matter all these formations are the same. They are class-
collaborationist electoral coalitions or governmental
bloes, ie. popular fronts

It is worth poting that Trotsky gave a wery broad
definition of the popular front in his writings on Spain
where he wrote: " The modern history ol bourgeois sockely
is filled with all sorts of Popular Fronts. ie. the most
diverse politival cumbinations for e deception of the
toilers.” (The Spanish Revolution p. 309 Myemphasis—
UH:?L:‘- considerations show that the Union ofthe Leftis
a popular-front blog and therelore revolutionanes uuul_d
be making a mistake in principle 10 call for a vote loritin

clions. 2
e actics are called for in the sirugge sgaiast the
Uniign o the Leli? The main pount 18 that we seck on all
sceasions 10 diaw the clas linc. the bine between the
working class and all fractions ul the bourgeoisie. Our
main demand is for the hreaking up ol the Union of the
left ~Break with the Left Rudicals,” we say to the 5P
e P leadens. and form 4 uniled front op a8
anlicapitalist program 10 fight for & real workers

croment.”

’T“ the legislatine vke o coild dﬂmﬂﬂ_maﬁ
mh.‘“"...nmmuiugaud'.l-\lhlt‘-'lllﬁ-w'

wote only tor CF and 1 candidates and pof for 2wy Left




Radicals. We would explain that we are only voting for
these candidates as representatives of working class
parties, ot as candi tes of the Union of the Left. And we
would put forward our revolutionary transitional
m in opposition Lo the program of the SP and CP
misleaders. In this way we draw the class line.

In the presidential elections where it is ultimately only
yes or no to either the Union of the Left candidate or &
candidate from one of the bourgeois parties, we would
have to abstain. In the last presidential elections, for
instance, we could not have voted for Mitterand, the SP
leader and presidential candidate of the Union of the Left.
There would be no way to say that we were voting for him
a8 the leader of the working-class party, but not as the
leader of the Union of the Left. A vote for Mitterand

government.

Around the first anniversary of the November 11,1975
overturn of the Labor Government we saw the eme
in New South Wales of a formation calling itself”
for D . This group rep! a joint effort
some Labor Party figures and the Communist Pary
A lia. It is most itely a cl Llaborationist
coalition, although so far it is not an electoral combina
tion. Undoubtedly the Stalinists would like to scc
develop into a full-blown Australian popular front
Citizens for Democracy seeks to block the strugg
against the Fraser Government by diverting it |
blind alley, away from a fight around jobs and wages, and

Uitz

would only have been seen as a vote for the Union of the
Lefit, The difficult task of Trotskyists in such a situation is
1o stand firm against the stream and patiently explain to
the masses the truth of the matter.
1f the Union of the Left actually won power, our line
would be the same, We would demand that the SPand CP'
break with the bourgeoisie—kick out the Left Radicals
and form a government of workers partics only, adoptan
anticapitalist program and fight to realise it. Even if the
Left Radicals weren't there we would demand that the
government break with capitalism and carry out a
Socialist program.
But in neither case would we extend even the shightest
political support and confidence 1o such a government.
‘We would support te anticapitali that it

so on. Not that the struggle for the preservation and

ion of d ic liberties is unimportant, but th
fraudulent project is not concerned with a serious fight «
this front. Its only good propesalis for the inclusion of
bill of rights in the constitution. But we can rest assurc:
that the Jim McClellands and Donald Hornes won't
organising the unrelenting campaign that will
necessary Lo win such an important concession from 1
ruling class of this country. Forexample, these charlatan
don't even raise the demand, which is in the ALl
platform, ta abolish the Senate, the undemocratic uppsr
house which was used to sel up the ouster of the Labor
Government, Toe many cosy jobs are at risk here and
then again, things might get out of hand.

was foreed to take, we would defend it against attacks
from the right, but we would make it clear that it was not
our government, that a real workers government would
carry out a socialist program which we would specify.

That was the line the Bolsheviks followed under Lenin
and Trotsky in 1917. By such tactics they educated and
won over the mass of supporters of Kerensky's popular
front government and finally made ihe first socialist
revolution in history.

Australia

Finally | would like to say a few words about Australia
and popular {ront politics today. Is the question of the
popular front solely an international yuestion, one which
has no relevance for the working class in this couniry?
Obviously not. 4

We are educating our movement and broader layers in
revolutionary class politics through articles and 1alks on
this yuestion. Also, the same social democratic and
Stalinist forces that are the inspirers of popular front
schemes abroad dominate the labor movement in this
country too. ;

And, of course, the united front, the socialist antithesis
of the popular front. is also a permanemt question for
Australian revolutionaries. For instanee, we constantly
Iry to draw Lahor supporters and members into joint

a .
assues. And we participate in 4 whole number of unim;‘-
Tront Lype demonstrations, protes !

The immense preponderance of the Libor Pty in the
workers movement might seent Lo muke coalition pulitics
armevelant here. Generally the ALP would not need to nor
seck 1o cngage i osuch manocuvres (o carry oul ity
betrayals. Bul there are historical precedents. For
instance, in Brituin during the last war the Labor Pany
participated in & lory cabinct in a “National Union”
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Just as the pro-Moscow Stalinists are engaged in this
lass-collabarationist ~ manoeuvre, the pro-Peking
Stal[msls aretryingto organise a bloc with the suppose
“national” scction of the Australian capitalist class. Whil:
the reactionary ideology of Australian nationalism s
fairly widespread in some form or other in the lahor
movement, the organised “Austrabian Independence’
movement is still tiny and has not yet attracted any
significant bourgeois support.

Also to date, it has not been extended to the electoral
arena. But this movement is  class-gollaborationist onc
::akm[g :c hon;s aboul its desire to cement together #
m:i:p‘n:uzn;::f class with some “progressive” wing of

That cancludes this briel examination of the question
of the united front and the popular front. Let's summarisc

the lessons of these historical theore!
Istoric;
| and oret

al con-

y The revolutionary pary is the decisive stratcgic
uﬁslrumnl of the socialist transformation of society. On
lhe rmf:l 1o gaining MAAnty support in the working class,
! e parly necessarily has to make all manner of
.[.gmum_unl.-. and compromises with other political
ormations. But anly those which do not compromisc its
|:pu|.|lu:al independence, only those which do not mis
edugate l_hc oppressed and teach them 1o place their trust
:L:vwm:m ﬂll’hlhc Class enemy rather thiin in their own
'S BsOn we are vehem ¢

ET-lf su-called “people’s front * !ru|~.k;::“;|‘|:p\orfm:::ll\hl‘l“t

Ihere can be no greater crime than coulition with the
hourgeoisie in u penod ul sociubist revolution.™

AL the same ime, and for the same reason we are, not
merely < Bt the most o itted und per».n;n.nl
-m‘u ey of the united front. We tirclessly seek % unite
"Ihll' 'ir_lnrvssull Mmasses in delence ol their cliss interests

s approdch gorresponds 1o the real needs of th
profetariit. AL the same e, 18 s the principal tictic h:
which the muss mesolutionary party will be eonstructed
aned Uhe oppressed masses assembled under its banmer for

the i il an e sieonehaold: i
Lo Sl O o ehalds of this autmoded

{The following was originally presented as a talk
given as part of an educational program following 1h
twenty-sixth  national co tion  of
Workers Party, held in Ohio August |

wur discussions this week have revolved arouna the
new turn in the world situation brought on by the end of
the postwar boom and what this portends for the
prospects of the class struggle and our work in the
United States. The dialectics of capitalist development
arising from its incurable contradictions, is b
asserted with ever ter force. After thirty
prosperity come stagflation and large-scale
ment. After the explosive and unchecked expansion
Washington's military might on the world arena comes
the defeat in Southeast Asia

Our movement is now lookingahcad and
corresponding shifis in the attitudes Americar
workers. They can be expected to pass [rom ra material
for capitalist exploitation into a more seit-conscious and

oling up/for

independently acting force for politi | and social change
| nese reversals at hand and in the making present a
philosophical as well as a political challenge to us. The

revolutionary vanguard requires a worl
logical method capable
processes and fore eeing their underlying trends. For-
{unately, we have at our disposal the ideas of Marxism,
the theoretical foundation of scientific socialism

However. Marxism itself is in a state of crisis nowad: ays
in the intcrnational
generations have beel
degradation and dis
been coup!
Union. The thought
further addled the minds of

F
world revolutior B
induced rebels in the ad anced o
extend its peculiar p n and adapt to Castroism or
Ma field of philo: ft
ectuals have been beguiled by t 3
voung Lukacs: Karl Korschi the Frankiurt school,
eluding Marcuse. Horkheimer, and Adorng; Erich
F nm-.m'\--m- and sumi hatenialist inter preters ol
Marxism

of analysing

socialist move
miseducated by the Stalimist
1on of Marxist theory th
alitical degeneration of the Sovict
on philosophy of Mao Tsetunghave
any militants.

ally, just a

sm, 50 in

Some of their misconceplions have ped into the
ranks of world Trotskyism This wis icated in the
exchange of views on Lukacs berween €
Abrahamovici of the Frer [ the
International I Augtst

nal So A considerations
advisable to assure that the phildsephie
our cadres clear and correct as we
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m;\ s Trotsky is portrayed by the Stalinists
w of Lenin after 19170 so Engels is
separated by (ors from Marx and depreciated in
a like man Jhilosophic front. He is accused of
deforming Marx’s m hod in a4 mechamstic ujq_ﬂw\eh_\
being the progenitor of Social Demogratic deviationsand
Gralinist dogmatism. This fabrication as heen broudly
; d and ¢mbroidered by New Left ideologists
1 and West because 1L undermines those elements
1sm the critics want to discredit and
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* Unlike this newfangled Marx, the or
that, while humanity did create itself, it did not have
godlike capacity of creating the world but only of
git. The power of humanity is limited to adapting
th tials of nature o sérve its needs and purposes.
" This Oxford scholar is forthright enough to place the
rx alongside Engels as the fountainhead of the
sin of scienti which is a hi in eu-
; or materialism. Many of the semi-Marxists are
c g I« ndid or consistent. These timid iconoclasts
Elngcls‘ the 3 i eld the hammer against the granite figure of
1at was impossibl: ¢lf. They fear to question his authority and
1BMISL against the exempt rom the transgressions of his partner.
ter to Bernstein A comical specimen of their tortured reasoning is
rx's death, Engels offered by George Lichtheim in his last book, entitled
ls who had led the From Marx to Hegel. He opposes what he calls “the
1 many times since ?euulj.ar ontological system of metaphysical materialism
; invented by Engels and termed ‘dialectical materialism’ by
gnified from that _Plekhanov and Lenin.” (p4) Lichtheim writes, “The
are said to have ‘dialectical’ materialism, or monism, put forward in the
Ihie next generation. Duhring, and published in 1925 under the title
ways stated, that Dialectics of Nature, has only the remotest connection
, and 1917, and with Marx’s own viewpoint, though it is a biographical
able, at least in fact of some importance that Marx raised no objection to
Engels’ exposition of the theme in the Anti-Duhring.”
@87
This offhand remark not only blatantly sweeps aside
the nature of the working relations heiween the pair but
disregards Marx’s whole character. That _militant
materialist would not have remained indifferent to
i ions of his phil hical method by so
close a colleague, any more than Plekhanov, Lenin, or
Trotsky would have. He would not have allowed such an

assued without hig
€ preface to the
ily, Privae

of the offense to pass without making his own counterviews
. i known to the socialist public. i

ﬂl;!lﬁp until Marx dicd in 1883. n its After settling their basic philosophical principles in
rely witnessed o close, harmoni rld . . " {heir own minds, Marx and Engels divided the tasks at

W'J":x- " hand in the exposition of theit common ideas. While
Marx immersed himself in the prodigious labors. involved
in investigating the problems of political economy, Engels
undertook to popularise their philosophic positions. The
nist school because ‘most important of these works were Anti- Dithring , from

ted the human which Socialism: Uropian and Scientific was extracted.

tory. and later Ludwig Feuerbach and the OQuicome of
_I< charged with Classical German Philosophy . These were to Ix_cmwned

alistic mode of by the Dialectics of Narure, which remained unfinished at
I Inis death. In addition to Capiial, which stands as the
supreme example of the application of their method, these
classical writings are the prime sources for our knowledge
ahout Marxist philosophy.

From the inventory of previous philosophising. Marx
and Engels retained the materialist conception of the
world and dialectical logic. making these acquisitions the
cornerstones of their systematic thought. The distinetive
character of the revolution they effected in philosophy
was to fuse these two disconnected elements into &
synthetic world outlook that posed the ne for the
working class to transiorm sociely
theoretical guide in the struadle for eman il
Materialism  was extended from natural to sociil
phenomeni @ the development of the thought
processi the & %iu dialeeties of Hegel was turned
upside down and given a solid scientific basis in the
realitiex of the u ral cvolution of matter i motion.

nte and political
0 testifies to the communion of thought
chan; t.tdns on a multitude of subjects

or the Kaiser's
im, so Engels is
iamat” (dialectical

ible arrived to

n taken up
tail such
iry readers

Marxism { and revitalised philosophy by
linking it with the. truggele and political activity. by
convertingitinto Nm'lllnhcuddcdmlh-:umn.ll

i the revoluliomary proleariat in its struggle to change
ihe world through m action, and by ahsorbing the
results of the wvﬁmqnﬁeﬁl fic knuwledpe about pature.

history, and the mind into its principles.

_The unfounded allegation that Marx and Engels held
divergent philosophical views sets up Engels as a
whipping boy for Marx himself, The objections raised
against his positions are actually aimed against the tenets
of the dialectical materialism they held in common. The
detractors ought 1o come out from ambush and challenge
Marx fairly and squarely instead of resorting to the
subterfuge of assailing his ideas indirectly through Engels.

If all the criticisms they make of Engels were accepted
as valid, few parts of Marxist theory would be left intact.
They begin with nothing less than an abandonment of its
materalist foundation.

From its origins inantiquity, the materialist philosophy
has been based on a specific interpretation of the nature of
reality; its highest expression in dialectical materialism is
no exception. Materialism maintains that nature alone,
based on matter in motion, has a self-sufficient existence
and everything in, human life is derived from and
dependent upon the objective world. Idealism, to the
contrary, denics that mature is primary and makes il
subordinate to mind or spirit. In Hegel's system, for
example, nature is the alienated reflection of the logical
process, or as Marx said, the son begets the maother.

These are the two fundamental opposing camps inthe
history of philosophy. However, their contraposed
positions do not exhaust the possibilities n this field. A
heterogeneous array of thinkers and tendencies have, on
one ground or another, refused to align themselves in a
clear-cut manner with one side or the other. They try to
combine clements from both the materialist and idealist
viewpoints and oscillate unsteadily between these 1wo

les.

These eclectics commonly skate around the crucial
question of whether nature or social and intellectual
phenomena come first. The humanist exponents of praxis
stand on the left flank of this category They alfirm that
neither nature nor thinking but human activity is the
essence of reality and therefore praxis is the fulerum of
Marxist theory.

They consider this intermediate vanant superior to
what they term vulgar materialism or out-and-out
idealism. Yet their standpoint fails to face up ta 1he need
1o define the fundamental relation of practice 1o the
external world. When hard pressed. most of the
praxologists dispose of the problem F. arguing that this
guestion really has no meaning and necds na definite
answer because nature and the . are inseparably
united in and through practice W - this happens to be
(rue as faras it goes. it leaves undes. <d whether matteror
mind. the objetive or the subjective, takes priomiy in
existence, Their anthiguity and evasiveness on this issue 15
actually a half-concession 10 idealism. which holds that
there is no object without a subjest and the object is solely
a shadow or wreflective moment” cast by the subject.
variously called in the history of philosophy. God. spirit,
mind. nous. the Word. etc.

The “critical theorists™ of the Frankfurt school. as they
are known, believe that the abjective world cannot be
severed [rom the subject becauss it is irsell a product of
human activity. In viewing the object only through the
mediation of the human subject and rejecting deler-
minism as i metaphysical aberration, they revert o
the standpoint of the Left Hegelians, which' Marx and
Engels. using I euerbach’s materialism asa bridge. threw
off early in their intellectual evolution.

Materinlism teaches that nature has objective reality
before and apart from the human subjeet. This.
paramaunt premise of its outlook has been confirmed by
the discoveries of the nutural sciences from astrophysics
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Ire, editor of a cqlleg;
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ctive, is & relative category that shifts its field of we, like Lenin, recommend the path of the pi \‘
ce. It can refer Lo the human collective Tespect to ‘matenialists, De.mocriuu and Luml::u instead IR i1
ral environment, or 1o a class within the given To go from the history of philosophy Lo contemporary 1

rmation, a party of the class, an ideological politics, the opposing consequences
% ra single persan and his or her consciousness. A g st bk l

objective method of Marxi fipping i !
cal organism, the individual is an object to 'pr ive app P‘are ey 'E"“i‘ﬂrlf‘n!dlgt:u‘:'x
 and others, while as l_:.oc.ial !ning she or heis a one of the most crucial issues of world palitics: What is the
ct with a spintual, that is, a private psychological  nature of the Soviet Union? According to historical
intellectual, inner life. ialism, the 1 of a social system

a doctrine of class struggle and a guide to is determined by the prevailing relations of production
tionary action, Marxism least of all downplays the expressed in the form of property its state defends. In
that can be exercised by the will and initiative of light of these objective criteria, the Soviet Union, the
‘beings in all departments of endeavor, from product of the October revolution, must be defined as a

on of subjectivity. g, h tering their habitat, forming and transforming social workers state, a progressive formation qualitatively
dr:l_ermmn 1 relationships, and redirecting the course of events different from and superior to a capitalist cconomy. This
iterialism to he ough their deliberate intervention. But we humans sociological characterisation is made more precise by the
Img passivity e been able 10 do all this only under the historically political qualification that the Soviet Union todayis nota
St movement could ted conditions of life that have lawfully determined healthy but a diseased workers state because of the

: ture, direction, and scope of our transformative absence of proletarian democracy.

which have not yet come under our collective
rol as they will be under socialism. “® 1 il
crux of the argument with the praxis theorists, its Severa million years ago
N el e SEpETa i humanity did not yet exist, although
1 ive ¢lement an underestimate the pre jomis [ . .
1 f the real objective conditions. This one-sidedness 15 nature did. That i:aﬂ is what the {
h el “anducive to voluntarism, ultralefiism, and adventurism philosophic materialism of Marx
:hll : ‘:;h“ i in politics. Lukacs's essays collected in History and Class d E T dicated on It |
r,':iw-”i:“ ciousness , for instance, reflected the ultraleft course an ngels is predicated on.
e nst which Lenin, Trotsky. ond Sbey ek e embraces but goes beyond the i
e # i i t i _ Thi not prevent = 5
ficd. T T;mr:::m:::r{;‘:-gg ey . NOTiZON of human history as such.”
al thing was lical activism in the Hunganan Communist Party, — s - ;
‘accommodating himself albeit with teeth clenched, to Many of the pranuimn(:d thinkers reject both this
or two decades. method and its conclusion and resart to more superficial {
treme subje m in theory and politics can readily criteria in assessing the nature of the USSR. Some, |
into its opposite and often end up in capitulation o noting the persistence of commodity relations, classify it
xistingalignment of forces, ass0 ‘many of the ultraleft as state cap t. Others itasa ian o
of the 1960s in this country, Black and white, from € l state, a completely new kind of
nie Davis and Tom Hayden to Bobby Seale and society. Sullnlh:rsthmwupthe\rmndnndmn!:sslh:u-
Eldridge Cleaver, have freshly demonstrated . their incapacity to fit this historical anomaly into any
The philusgpi\inl prablem of the object-subject sociological categories. All of them hold that unless the
relation goes back to the Greeks. The first materialists workers have democratic control over the economy and

fro th Atnmiztsounnemrat:d their atiention state, it nnot have any Pprogressive social substance.
: mm“l:atl?lreeuf physical being. The Sophists and They EVe political relations nee  Over

crates turned aside from these logical con- realities.

rations to focus upon cocial, moral, and logical Their failures to understand what the Sobet: i
broblems. They taught that man first had to know really is can lead to incorrect and even reactionary |
himself. pasitions. This kind of subjective sociology is carried to

However one-sided this shift was, it was then a an extreme by the Maoists, followed in their manner by

[ t hical — the left i heim, Sweety, and Nicolaus.

P
s of of attention between the Because of the sharp differences between Mascow and

ik s of reality has recurred en Peking on the state level, the Maoists call the Saviet

J:uﬁx | stages of philosophy’s Union & capitalist, imperialist, fascist power, just as .
il
)

i TORTESS nerete course of its elaboration. Mmcowplasl.:rodiilllé]arllbelﬁﬂn“l;ﬂ:llﬂ\'ﬂ_ﬂ_ﬂ!l’flfﬂ
5 ;?:cll:’lllenT:B :ﬂn:gxi!m itsell muned the most urgenl economic, resisted Stalin. Such hnesofthunwt,gulud: u!lgmm:dm
i social and poli = and only later, as we shall Stalin's misbegotten theory of social fascism, are a
see, took up oretical problems posed by the travesty of Marxism. .

{ justi i i { matenal reality, the
i fied and The independent existence o reality,
u%h:fspm:.dﬁ:ﬂ:g_ s?;h primacy of objective conditions, and the objeetivity of
BB, when it is re| knowledge all fit together in the structure of Marxist
At this late date. philosophy- Marxist theory of knowledge s
Schaff nghtly distinguishes predicated on the capacity of the human mind to reflect

¥ i i less correctly and is
c i hilosophic \he surrounding world more of rrectly
v .ﬁ."ﬁ"ﬂ .pmumﬂm able from its conception of ‘material being. The
ic start pdmindonnwkul'

¢ of idealism and

terialism. Schall's
socialists in the
lity are in order
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interests of the proletari- : regarded
pragmatically useful .. directives to
ty of the working class in its struggles.
dmits no epposition between the objective
and the interests of the working class; the
e, Marxism is borh the outlook of its
ocialist contingent and a scientific mode
gives the most correct and correctible
i of reality. This invests it with the
uality of being revolutionary, The creden-
scientific character come not only from
‘considerations but from practical proofs
‘actual developments of world society such as
it economic crisis. 7
ntrast to puesswork and intuition, scientific
founded on the study of law-governed
nections as they really exist and operate.
s this practical test. Its value as a reliable
jve guide to proletarian activity and its
in predicting the main trends of social and
elopment have been confirmed by both the
d negative experiences of the class struggle.
nts of thought as positivism, pragmatism,
entialism deny that philosophy must have a
on in science, They restrict that characteristic to
seiences or at most to some branches of social
Unlike the physical sciences, they say,
1y is not concerned with the nature and laws of
at large but only with human activities,
and values. If philosophy as such has no
lation with the whole of reality, then dialectical
m stands in the same boat and is bereft of
validity.
i oriented thinkers agree that Marxist philosophy
_have the same status as the special branches of
That is the meaning of the contrast they draw
the “scientistic” Engels and the humanistic early
Figures such as Adorno want to keep philosophy
n science in order to safeguard subjectivity.
rt this contention they sometimes point to the
at whereas philosophy ong: ally contained within
ny of the branches of science from astronamy to
gy, these have since hived off and set up in
for themsclves. This process of divestifure
philosophy with no content of its own save the
1 of human values. Philosophy is in the miserable
jon of King Lear, who handed over all his
jons to his daughters and was left destitute and
with no domain of his own.
picture of the interrelations between philosophy
sciences presents only one side of their progress,
one science after another has split off from
ophy and develaped on its own account. along with
ontinuing diversification the seiences as a whole
come closer together and tightened their respective
i nd biochemistry testify. ~ These
ng interconnections and their results haye provided
ore comprehensiveand solid basis for the categories of
Hentifically guided pl losophic tl . The laws
fiscovered in their speaific fields of operation have
yielded the groundwork for elabol : gd_v:n[ymg the
post general [aWs of motion in the uni i 4
" This brings us to the most cont ssuc in the
he Diafectics of
I the

unfinished work. The Dialectics of Narure is not a
marginal addition nor an excrescence in Marxist
literature, as the anti-Engels forces contend, 1t is an
integral part of the whole world outlook of modem
materialism.

Let us see what place this undertaking occupies in the
development of the thought of its creators. In common
with the titans of philosophy from Democritus and
Aristotle through Aquinas to Descartes and Hegel, Marx
and Engels responded to the necessily of elaborating a
unitary and systematic interpretation of reality encom-
passing the physieal world, society, and the cognition of
both of them.

Unlike the metaphysicians, they did not propose to
present a closed, fixed, final structure of philosophic
generalisations, What they did aspire to work out was as
coherent and eonsistent an understanding of matter in
motion as the available scientific knowledge and
theoretical insight of their time allowed. This synthesis
could then serve as a powerful instrument of further
analysis.

In Capital Marx formulated the laws governing the
development of capitalism; and in other writings on
historical materialism, notably in the introduction to The
Critique of Political Ecenomy , he indicated the general
laws that determined the nature and regulated the march
of humanity in precapitalist times as well. Starting, as
they had to do under the spur of the most pressing
requirements of the working-class movement, with their
analysis of the driving forees of social activity, Marx and
Engels went on, as soon as they could, to examine the vast
realm of nature and the findings of the natural sciences as
a further test of their outlook. This next step wasa logical
extension of their theorising.

That gigantic task involved assessing the results of the
advances in the natural sciences from the standpoint of
the materialist dialectic just as they were doing in the
social sciences, beginning with political economy. By
mutual as their cor de amply shows,
Engels set about to study the conclusions of the natural
sciences to inquire whether and in what ways they
demonstrated the presence of the dialectical laws and
categories in the world. He did not seek to impose these
logical laws upon the pheonomena of nature but rather to
find out what laws of motion were actually exhibited
within the facts that saientific research had extracted in
one field after another but insufficiently generalised, He
first explored the inorganic and after that the organic
scienoes

The notations asscmbled in the Diglectics of Naiure
were organised around the following key concept. The
physical world harbors a hicrarchy of diverse forms of
molion, each of which has a distinetive and irreducible
quality of its own. These modes of motion are not
uniformly and exclusively mechanical as the Newtonian
determinists believed, although the laws of mechanics are
widely operative in the MAacrocosmos. Thcre are many
other different types of motion, chemical, electronic,
physiological, and so on. determined by the structure and
properties of the field under observation, All these forms.
of motion are materially inlcrcdnpccled. and under the
appropriate cnndnwnsareeegv:mbl: on:ml_a!hzolbcr‘
In the process of transformation, the energy is conserved
although the form is changed.

The individual sciences deal with the laws specific
{0 their domains. But running through these particular
kinds of movement are mare general laws that constitute.
the content of the dialectics of naturc. One such law, for
example., is the transformation of quantity into quality.

Another is the conversion of possibility nwm;:,

-
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[here is a pronounced disparity in this respect
n the Sovict and Anﬂo—;meri’:an Wiel!li:l’:,
l,‘hlun_umntaenet st H.J. Mullerin the 1930s,
cientists have regarded it as unservicable, just
emic mnum.’ms have found the teachings of
rvicable in political economy. Theirempirical
positivist outlook lead them to believe that
bits no general laws apart from the specific
physics, chemistry, biology, ctc., and that the
for them has no value.

ectics of nature aims to answer two related

Are there more general laws of motion
gled with and arising from the specific laws to be
limited domains such as physics, chemistry,
{1 The ordinery scientists along with the
minded philosophers do not even raise this
let alone provide an answer 1o it. Marxism
intains that the relations of the specific laws of
to the dialectical ones is comparable to the
‘between arithmetic and algebra. The one exists
gher level of penerality and abstraction than the

there laws of motion operative in and universally
ble to all three divisions of being: nature, society,
thought process? Marxism answers affirmatively

ks to find out and describe what these are. Most
philosophies give a negative answer and accuse the
| materialists of going on a wild-g chase

to understand and explain nature. Interms of universality
and d:m:cc of development, the dialectical materialist
explanation of nature has no competitors among modern
systems of thought. Indeed, one would have to jump
centuries, Lo the Aristotelian scheme of a natural order to
a Cartesian mechanical philosophy, to find a system
‘based on nature that could rival dialectical materialism in
the :lel'memcm of its development and the wholeness of its
ga]l’;r‘;l:. (Science and Philosophy in the Sovier Unfon, p.

This well-informed judgement is far better founded
than the cursory dismissal of the worth of the dialectics of
nature by the critics of Engels, who have little understan-
ding of the broad theoretical problems posed by the
advances of contemporary natural science.

“However, Engels never forgot to
add, what the praxologists usually
overlook, that economic conditions
are ultimately decisive in historical
developments.”

The main source of inspiration for the nonmaterialist
reinterpretations of Marxism that have become so
popular is the early work by the late Hungarian
hil her Georg Lukacs, History and Class Con-

cs of Engels agree with them.

¢ considerable handicap Lo serious consideration of
alectical characteristics of nature has been the
g spectacle of the abscurantism imposed upon the
under Stalin. The advances made in relativity
:, genetics, the resonance theory in chemistry, and
ics were rejected on the false ground that they
to conform to the arbitary specifications of all-
arbiters of Soviet thought like Zhdanov. U nder
gise of defending materialist dialectics these
. were castigated and banned as idealistic
tons. In this way Stalinism has cast the same
on dialectics in nature as on the name of

lism,

: the dictator’s death the situation has d s0 far
Soviel natural scientists are concerncd. The best
are no longer burdened by these taboos and the
ced dialectical matenialists among them can
that method more Mexibly and creatively. One of
st perceptive is B.F. Kedrov, who under Stalin was
1948 as editor of the chicl Soviet

gs on the developrfient of scie
ior in insight to most productions of the Western
alars on this subject. am indebted (o him (o some of
ideas about Engels’s work prescaied in this talk.

ne of the lullest agcounts of the interaction between
rxist phi hy and the sci among the
ading Soviet scientists today has been given by the
lar Lqm;f.'lnham. Here is his
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sciousness.  There he claimed that Marxism does not
concern itself with any theory of nature but is exelusively
a class explanation of human history and exposition of
society. Lukacs accused Engels of being an exponent of
an empiricism, scientism, and crass materialism that
amounted to a bourgeois philosophy. Karl Korseh, an
ultraleft leader of the German Communist party who was
expelled in 1926, Likewise Hejgelianised  Marxism.
although he did not agree on all paints with Lukaes. with
whom he has been coupled

Toward the end of his long career Lukacs reconsidered
and repudiated the views expressed in his set of essays.
saying they were predicated on false assumplions, He
further recommended a retum 1o the theoretical
traditions of Engels, Plekhanov. and Lenin, whom he no
longer dissociated from Marx. But the errors that men
commit live after them. and despite the self-eriticism of
the older and wiser Lukacs, these niisconceptions have
acquired a life of their own

They were cagerly snapped U left existentiahsts
such as Sartre and Merleau-1® . who found their
expunging of materialist objectiviy and oppesition 1o
determinism eonsuivant with their soluntansiic concep-
tion ol the wndividual freely deciding his destiny. _In_im
pakemic against he myth ol ubmlnn;."m“.\«l..lcmhsm
and Revolution.” Sarre mistakenly claimed that Marx
held that subjectivity could not be dissociated from
objectivity=until his destructive encounter with Engels.”
(Sineations, vol 3. p. 213) He repeats this theme in his
more recent work The Critique ol Reason.

The reaction against the materialist foundations of
Marxism has been further promoted through the ideas
spread by such \uminaries of the Frankfurt sehool as
Adorno. Horkheimer, Marcuse. and their disciples. The
line of thought futhered by Lukaes has also hegn fngl:ngd
by a hroad spectrum of philosaphers ahd sociologists in
revolt against Stalinist orthodoxy from  Yugoslavia
through Hungary 1o Poland.

These ideas have percolated irom Europe to New Lelt
intellcctuals in the English-y
quarterly publication Telos 15 al

peaking couniries. The
{ present the most




'1‘7:1 in the ﬂs_taljnisl apparatus; Korsch quit
nd even repu iated Marxism in the 1950s; Hook against historical determinism in indi i i
":; i.z::? :1]5; _,f;r {Q:‘};Sms;{nmmizep_aglmm ““.d inquisitors who justify their abusesdul:::‘e‘;:‘;:!:{"l‘;:m I
pudan o e uall‘ ) e eclecticism of their executors of the laws of history, they are entitled to m—,ﬁ
i hold o p:uu. ich::].rg:m. futures for the class struggle more harshly after the cnnq:eslu:(
7t i sy o i power than before. Some counterpose 1o it the fervent
B o :sgoao:e :‘:; %:al ::ih:m n‘: the individual defying arbitrary rule
t reason. Our party endeavors to educate its shalfm [Aithqm::hra;:n;:;:at: S’rrsicf;?ifm"m e |
pzfi:::specls of Marxism {rom the most general Those humanist dissidents who disavow the
o ;d?g':);,?,:?‘ga{‘ ta:fulm, :a’c I\:rnnn\ tocreate nance of lmwfulness and necessity in social life andgflvr:;
i . i utionists who know enough the autonemous freedom of the nonconformist personali-
captivated by passing fads and are on guard 1y are themselves driven by the imperious necessity of

1o be a scientific doctrine. They have likewise turned \
|

being tripped up by their errors. We have to check throwing off

lish the tools of thought given by Marxism and their nw!n i i i e

i ¢ e ism ¢ minds. Their assertion of th h

m bright and sharp by continuous application. exercise of critical thought and the right reuuurv\-waerr:;t.?:

el sls a :Jg;w:rfu] progressive ferment at work
4 . . n e Soviel 0C.
\ : I'XIS.II‘I 18 b_Q_u] tl'!e outlook of HDI.NE\JE\'.Lﬂumanyefthem“mimcpllhcSﬂy-iﬂﬂﬁhc
olutionary-socialist contingent T2 e disciples of Engels and
- 5 nd tl o break away from them is equivalent to
scientific mode of thought that  repudiating scientific socialism. In umlunkin; reflex they
the most correct and correctible D2 mnes e affixed a plus
B TR ch critics make the same methodological mistake in
| ‘rpretatlon of reallty. philosophy as in party organisation w%;ere they lump |
i together the aum_::mic centralisation of the monolithic |
- : . ol i X Communist parties with the Leninist conception of
2 ﬂ‘mllcurre" [he philosophical situation \lmlhm the international democratic c:n!!'allsm and reject both one and the other.
' movement nowadays is very complex. Three The ideological havoc wrought by Stalinism is |
ndencies are contending with one another. There evidenced in the paradoxical fact that many of the most
propagators of the deformations of Marxist courageous champions of democratisation have been
emanating from Moscow or Peking. In opposi- caught up in the anti-Engels current. Some among them,
‘them arc genuine exponents of the dialectical such as certain members of the Praxis group
ist method derived from the unalloyed teachings
ators. In between is a variety of tendencies in flux i
verlap materialism at one end and border on
m at the other.

m, and subjec
cthod,

The Frankfurt school
Max Horkhgimar standing
behind Herbert Marcuss,
Theodor Adorno and
Jurgen Habermas

on among the dissidents
viet bloc require s to distinguish between them.
art the democratic rights of all of them without
tion;we do not support those theoretical
5 and political perspectives that deviate from
tionary Marxism. On the philosophical level many
are resisting the stultifying effects of Stalinism

ing for the truth along previously forbidden
ere too we solidarise with their fight against
‘control and official dogmas without sharing their

talinist debasement of Marxist teachings con-
n ideology in the worst sense; it is a rationale for
al interests of a privileged caste. Moscow's “red
<" blunted the critical edge of the dialectical
and turned its laws and categorics into a set of
rmulas applied in a stereotyped manner dictated
prescription, The logic of Marxism was not only
tised but eviscerated.
his obligatory catechism of Dialectical Vrmd
arical Materialism, Stalin, for instance, omitted
on of the law of the negation of the negation. % hich
ts forth the pattern of progressive development in which
e new replaces the old on a higher level as the outcome
" of the conflict of apposing forces. Supposedly this
shiclded the burcaucracy from liquidation. Instcad of
“Marxism heing a school of unfetered thought. it became
& schoal of scholastic mumbo jum
In the course of ing thi i
have questinned some of the postulates of
phi Since the in the nume of
dialectical materialism, so
alfiirs, many no longer consider

3




i lakowski in Poland, and Karel Koni in
zugﬂlﬂ!:ﬁa. 'K'o. have been ised for their justified
criticisms of the regime. In respanse to the indiseriminate

-
ions flung at them by the watchdogs of the status .
;:“TI::;“}:‘R“ cfung all the mare firmly to their heretical
g worth of Engels and the tradition stemming )

from his work has become an unmerited casualty of the
conflict between the repressive rulers and dissident
thinkers in Eastern Europe who have permitied the

falsifications of Stalinism to blur some of the truths of Betra al
Marxism. :
It should be recognised that these heterodox theorists 3
are grappling as best they can with the novel issues and
unprecedenied problems posed by the unexpected and

anomalous path taken by the development of the
postcapitalist regimes in their countries. They have to
underiake their inquiries in ceaseless conflict with the
authorities bearing down upon them.

To explain the reasons for the direction their thought T
has taken is not to justify any of their incorrect views. In /
philosophy as in ‘polities those who disengage from
Stalinism can move 2long epposite lines. They can cither
find their way 1o the viable traditions of dialectical

materialism that Stalinism smothers and obscures-orelse
adapt to or adopt nonmaterialisr, nonproletarian

Jaquith

positions. Rape, one of the most brutal EXpressions of
I:plonnuimiyafnnzwnﬂnapdwembaﬁumb : = 1N our society, has been a subject of discy

first course in their seareh for 2 new orientation. Instead " (he feminist ovement for & number of prars.

Of going forward to resuscitate and extend the methad of Before the rive of the recent women's liber

izlectical materialism, many of the icomocasts g :’"@m;n:"; e fopsidered 3 12boo subject.
Jettisoned some of its fundamental teners ang veered away P raincd from even reporting t
from its standpoint They adubierate Maryisy thought out of fear that
with ideas that are incompeatible with its tea chin, Justas - B
e=riain Social Democats before the T, Wfﬂd War  1eced harassment and humaliation, if not Worse, from 1+

thinkers East and Wes are PIOfE 10 Cook up 2 stew tha e an i ey ﬂ“:n"g m‘d' report I‘
muxes  Marxist onctpions  with EFE:E‘T.'!! from W, FB'I Dgsers sn._um e
nonmaterzlist soarces cxsientiahym, i s——— Sy om . e e
R ey npomd..lbrfamimnbutwuhZﬁm.

Rape ke all other crimes of violkence, is on the incress-

1o Ihe coumtry, a produc of the way thg 8OOty portra
women 25 wx obrcts and distons the sexmabty of 2
human being
For Blacks and other oppressed TRUOnaltes, rape ha
eaning. Rape char,

combating sexual assamly
a5 Wiy do mes Tape? Can
forms o women’y
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us the subjugation of women is rooted in the change-
1o a social organisation based on inequality in
erty. The family, and women's role in it, plays a
ajor role in preserving an economic system based on
ate ownership of society's productive resources.
One of the functions of the family system is to enforce
eneral sexual repression against males as well as females.
To justily the subjugation of the female sex, women are
ortrayed as sex obijects, the natural infériors of men. This
orted, reactionary view of women and sexuality is
red and reinforced through the economic compul-
‘sion that the family system is based on, through the
rch, state, schools, and other institutions, warping all
g5 in our society.
defence and transmission of private property
xplains not only the oppression of women, but the
elopment of the state, prisons, and armies, which are
irms of institutionalised violence against all challengers
. of the status quo and privileges of the rich-male or female.
. Inrejecting this materialist view, Brownmiller attempts
to ignore history and the existence of social classes, the
family, and the state. Rather than seeing rape as a social
. phenomenon generated by the inequality and inherent
. violence of class society, she tries to stand reality on its
head, and insists that all of human history evolved from
the erect pent
She gets into trouble when she tries to apply hertheory
~ to the real world.

ownmiller's ‘history’ of rape

" One large section of Againsi Our Will deals with rape in
: during the Middle Ages, American Revolution,
prid War 1, World War 11, the Congolese revolution,
etnam, and Bangladesh. She recounts each war in terms
he numbers of women raped on all sides. While the
riptions paint a shocking picture of the abuse of
they are rendered meaningless by her method of
g history into the single event of rape.

driving forces of war—battles over trade markets

g people and employers, struggles between
and oppressor nations—are absent and
ingly irrelevant in her history. The driving motive
nd the aggressors (always male) is uniformly the
: rape. To conform to her assumption that women
the only real victims in war, Brownmiller dismisses
other aspects of wartime violence—concentration camps,
torture, mass murders, atom bombs.

A case in point is her histary of the revolution in the
Congo in the 1960s. We now know, as a result of CIA
revelations, that the US Government, in collaboration
i n regime of King Baudouin, was ready to
necessary to crush the Congolese liberation
trice Lumumba because they feared that
led would succeed inripping the Congo out

Western imperialism.
r says she sy hi with Lumumba's
ctionary analysis of the war in the Congo

e A:lim Whiles: The = Themain

o | n is to revive the slander used by the US
i rulers 1o justify the war of growing

,.ymmg' for the colonial revolution. That slander was

the charge that Lumumba’s forces raping whitc

nuns. Without h’ll‘I‘z L cites as the

main “source”™ for i

Alrican raping ¢o

Outside of the Belgian royalty, however, there has
mever been any other evidence for the tale of mass rape hy
!.nmumha's supporters. Afro-American reporters cover-
ing the war at the time wrote back from the Congo that
there was no truth 1o the charge, The “rape™ story was
d_mud 1o whip up a racist hysteria against the national
liberation fighters in the Congo, so as to facilitate the
deeper involvement of US forces.

But by leaping on this rape myth as fact, Brownmiller
piau:s_ h_elsc_i[ on the side of Belgian and American
imperialism in this war, against the struggle of the men
and women who were fighting to throw off centuriss of
exploitation, pillage, and rape by the white colonialists

The war in Vietnam

In contrast to other sections of her book, Brownmiller's
chapter on the war in Vietnam is a well-documented and
convincing description of how rape was intertwined with
racism, imperialism, and sexism during US intervention
there.

In the beginning of the chapter, she points out that the
National Liberation Front and North Vietnamese forces
committed little rape during the war. She then rips into
the role of the US Government in not just permitting but
instimutionalising  prostitution and rape as “standard
operating procedure.”

B 966, she writes, “the 1st Cavalry Division at An
Khe, 1n the Central Highlands, the Ist Infantry Division
at Lai Khe, twenty-five miles north of Saigon, and the4th
Infantry Division at Pleiku had established official
military brothels within the perimeter of their base camps.

“The Lai Khe ‘recreation area” belonging to the base
camp of the 3rd Brigade, Ist Infantry Division was a one-
acre compound surrounded by barbed wire with
American MPs standing guard at the gate. It was opened
only during daylight hours for security reasons.

*Inside the compound there were shops that sold hot
dogs, hamburgers and souvenirs, but the main attraction
was two concrele barracks, each about one hundred feet
long—the military whorehouses that serviced the four-
thousand-man brigade. Each building was outfitted with
two bars, a bandstand, and sixty curtained cubicles in
which the Vietnamese women lived and worked.”

These “recreation areas™ became known among Gls as
“Disneylands,” “boom-boom pariors,” and “sin cities.”

In this atmosphere of violence, racism, and abuse of
womien, rape on a mass scale naturally followed as one of
the conquests of battle. Brownmiller includes several
horrifying accounts that show not only the brutality
toward Vielnamese women, but the dehumanisation of
American Gls through the war.

Une US deserter told of this incident:

“We balled these chicks. They were forably willing
They'd rather do that than get shot. Then one of the girls
yelled some derogatory thing at the guy who'd balled ber. .

He just reached down for his weapon and blew her
away. Well, nght away the other three guys, including
mysell, picked up our weapons and blew away the other
three chicks. Just like that. .. . :

Brownmiller also guotes Scott Camil, who later
became a leader of the Vietnam Velcrans Against the
War. explaining how the day-in, day-out anti-communist,
anti-Vietnamese propaganda created a climate where all
kinds of violenes against women were justified: It wasa't
like they were humans. . . They were a gook o a Commie
and it was okay.” '
By the end of the chapter, ironically, Brownmiller |




offering her “solutions.” Brownmiller is

Even
forced 1o concede that “the most rape laws in the
land, strictly enforced by the best concerned citizens, will
‘not be enough 1o stop rape.”

Censorship laws do nothing to attack the roots of
violence and degradation of women and of human beings
that is reflected in pornography. Rather, such laws have
traditionally been turned against working
people-including against feminists-to abridge the right of
free speech and suppress dissident views,

The road to stopping violence against women is not

ing the repressive & of the

very system that oppresses women, but through

iging that system of i lity at every level and
-upraoting it.

_ What should women do now to fight sexual abuse? Our

job is to build a mass, independent feminist movement

that can channel the outrage of women in a political
mMI_on. fighting against all the forms of institutionalis-
ed sexism that stunt the lives of masses of women, Sucha
movement must seek allies not among those responsible
; for maintaining women’s oppression but among those
who, like us, are fighting ion and itation in

nature by increasing the number of women who are i, it
Recently a Vietnam War veteran, Milton Glover, v,
blown away by Doreen Millerand Richard Watson of J,,
Houston Police Department. It turns out that M Glover
was walking in the street ahead of these cops, who were
taking a prisoner from a disturbance at a bar. Glover y ;.
reportedly stopped by the cops as he was in the middle of
¢ street, and one cop got out of the car to ask what wss
going on. In reply, Glover, who was psychiatricall,
disabled afer his service in Vietnam, reached into his hip
pocket and said, “This is what I've got for you,” Before he
could pull out the Bible that he carried with him, he was
wasted by Officers Miller and Watson—he with his .44
revolver and she with her 357 magnum. I wonder if Susan
Brownmiller prefers being shot with 8 magnum?
Edllol.s. 1 felt confused by the review of Susan
Brownmiller's Against Our Will, written by Cindy
Jaguith. 3
1} 1 do not understand the tone of the article, Why is the
book called “a betrayal of feminism ™? To me, the review
should have been written with a sister-to-sister tone, as a
discussion with another feminist who is not a socialist.
There are many feminists like that. They are not staunch
supporters of capitalism, though some may be, but they
have not been convinced that socialism can be any
different than what exists in the USSR or China, and are

all its forms.

_ Qur allies in the struggle to end the violence and
inequality on which the capitalist system is based, and 10
build & new, humane, socialist society, are the working
class, the Black community, the oppressed and exploited
the world over.

Againsi Our Will stands in opposition Lo this struggle.

It not only fails to answer the very problem it seeks to
addres‘s. but it represents an obstacie to the fight for the
emancipation of women, and a dangerous potential
weapon in the hands of our enemies.
e —————————————————————————
_———————
The following are three of the letters received by the
International Socialist Review commenting on Cindy
Jaguith's review.

Editors: As a feminist and a revolutionary socialist, |
was upsel to read such an unfair description of
Brownmiller's Against Our Will inthe April Inernational
f:ch!hr l:n}erh l:;nuld 1ake an equal amount of space

properly refute the statements made against t
nII_!‘Icnn only say this: Gt

e book does not say that biology is destiny. It |
ﬂx. 1t 15 not anti-working-class. & Ak

@ socialist | was disappointed in Brownmiller's
lnhlpn 1o halting rape, that is, more police and stricter
laws, etc. But that is just the last chapter and can be

ignored.
Against Our Will remains for me the definitive
I of the d ism can cause, Ity
_m’mnmslmwzllp:nud:Rapeiaac!imnuhi nee
(not & sexual act as was previously thought) and it iy
‘ﬂﬂ;;l“{-;;h:}en‘i been “asking for "
-ﬁfhw._ 5 > SELING up & straw mun and
throwing the baby out with the hath, socilist sisters will
the book for themselves and write their own Jast
the end of capitalism (and the patriarchy.)
ars: Cindy Jaguith's review ol Susui Brownmillers
Tape was right on, and @ real contribution to g
lon about the origin and nature of

L event in Houston supports
¢ police foree doesn’t change ity

di d by the position of women there.
2) I'think Jaquith made an error in not pointing out the
many sections of the book where Brownmiller did an
:malllem Jnhbo: documenting and drawing the right
conclusions about rape. Why d i
cafel o pe. y doesn't she give credit

3) 1 think the review was correct in pointi

E i pointing out man
[‘:l'll'\g!, such as Brownmiller's treatment of rm:'.sm)j

‘ietnam  and “". Congo. But you can't ignore the
S!Imul;.ulﬂ that 1 uufnk Brownmiller was coming from. In

Bard 1o racism, for example, | completely agree \A-lith
wtll)_al Jaguith wrote, but 1 think that Brownmiller was
objecting to the overwhelming trend in the 1960s and
today of white males to condone Tape by Black males

€ reasoning is something like this: Black males all'c
uppml’ﬁsid and the laws are used to discriminate against
et .t We must i ¥ suppor their
1o rape, and assume they are innocent, even when
admittedly guilty (like Eldridge Cleaver). Iforone do not
support any man's right 1o rape,
n.

regardless of the situa Black or white,

ng thing 1o me is Jaquith's
r's 1 are wrong, but

3) Finally, my most confused question i
police, For Boston, the Miliiant haE called o::l
troops and the police to use all force ne
guarantee the right of Black children to go to g
they want 1o uttend without harassment, The
said that the luw should he enforced. Sh
URAINSL rape also be supported? 1 so, then
we call lor the police to enforee the rape |
WOIIED Riave Just iy much right 1o walk dow
without lear ol hurassment as the Hlack
have 1o 20 10 the sehoal of their choice?
Waorlenareun oppressed grouping in thi
Blacksare. I we call for protection apuint

50
B

for sexist attacks? Is it perhaps because rape is
y done in isolated situations, whereas the racist
ks are done in group situations? But although
men are raped in isolated situations, it is a mass
menon. Should we refuse to call for protection
st racist mobs who lynch individual Blacks in
ed situations?

quith’s article links general crime and assaults with
,, but I think rape is in a different category because it is
formed against one section of the society (exeept in
ns).

sould appreciate a response to help clarify these

uestions.

Jaquith replies:

First, as lo the tone of my review. It is Lrue that Susan
ownmiller has participated in and contributed to the
jinist movement in the past. But this book is not
Written trom the stanapoint of women’s liberationist, as
Brownmiller claims. It is written from the standpoint ofa
“eacist, class-prejudiced, law-and-order liberal

Briefly, let's review the main points in Brownmiller's
heory of rape: 1) rape is the central problem women face:
2) most rapists are Blacks, members ol other minoriles, or
less-privilcged workers; 3) rape is in the interests of, and
tolerated by, all males; 4) in order to halt this crime,
S bmen must demand more cops and stiffer rape laws The
‘Book contains a mass of descriptive matenal and
" estimony about all kinds of rape, but the above points
comprise the conclusions and the political statement of
Brownmiller's book.

The mass of data indeed presents 2 horrifying
panorama of centuries of crimes against women-for
" anyone who simply wants to be horrified. But for those of
s interested in fighting back against the oppression and
" degradation of women. the criterion for evaluating this
book must be its political conclusions.

We cannot allow Brownmiller's racist, anti-working-
& Class views to be peddled in the name of women's
B Jiberation. Brownmiller's program would bé death forthe

" [eminist movement. It would make it impossible lu_;\m
8 tHe Black, Puerto Rican, Chicana and Wmnhf“ﬁ
B nei-the majority of women- upon whom our siTUEE
mué‘n:;d:a::jmwnmnlm‘n position on the ann—\'llcmum
War movement, to take just one example .\h.zc\pmm\n:
Bber book that she refused to support this mr\n:r\'n‘:r::t
S because its central demand was “bring the trocps home

Qe cather than opposition 1o the rape of Victnamese

What 1s -
America with regard to rape

 Sp—

today, but going back for centuries? The “overwhelming
trend” is the lynching of thousands of Black men on
trumped-up rape charges. The “overwhelming trend” is
rape by men with social, economic, and military power
(who are white) against the most oppressed women-hy the
slave masters aganst Black women; by rich men against
their maids; by employers against women workers,
especially Black, Chicana, and Puerto Rican; by cops
against their victims

Symbol of Joanne Little

A symbaolic expression of this “trend” was when white
guard Clarence Alligood forced Joanne Little, a Black
prisoner, down on the floor of her cell in North Carolina
with an ice pick.

It is expressed in Boston today, where racist, anti-labor
scum like Klan leader David Duke can whip a meeting of
white busing foes into a frenzy by declaring: *1f you don't
believe that little white girls should go to school with a
bunch of gpes. then stand up for your rights as white
people-join the Klan and help us fight race-mixing.”

Brownmiller says very little about the primary rape
victims-Black women. One survey done in 1967 by the
National Opinion earch Centre showed that 22 out of
100,000 white women are raped every vear, but 82 out of
every 100000 Black w are raped

Most rapes in this sociely are not inter-racial, but are
Black-on-Black or white-on-white. Bul the entire thrust
of Brownmiller's book is a racist crusade against Blacks
raping white women.

Ihis is seen most sharply in the way Brownmiller
counterposes the interests of white women to the civil
rights movement. S 1kes up the case of Emmett Till-a
l4-year-old Black youth found in the niver with his head
crushed in,a bullet through his temple, almost all his testh
knocked out. and a cotton-gin fan tied to his body with
harbed wire —and tells us that his alleged woll whistle at
white Mississippi shopkeeper Carolyn Bryamt “was a
deliberate insult just short of physical assault, a last
reminder to Carolyn Bryant that this black boy. Tull. had

in his mind Lo possess her™

She complains that the civil rights movement “in its
signs Lo save the lives of comvicted
black rapists”™ was an affront to the white women who
helped prosecutc these wvictims, and that civil rights
fighters treated these women “with a virulence that
hordercd on hate.”

mass-protest camps

aenly her contempl for the
he [ramed-up Blacks it
o handiul of pathetic,
v wanted to beat thera p-"
bubt in her book that she
'nch mobs out to protect
-y might have gone a little
their victims

18,1975, New York Post,
hat she opposes the eivil

nd feminists do about rape?
\ raise short of socialism to
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rom the stanapoint of women's liberationist, as
imiller claims. It is written from the standpoint ofa
t, class-prejudiced, law-and-order liberal
iefly, let’s review the main points in Brownmiller’s
ry of rape: 1) rape is the central problem women face;
rapists are Blacks, members of other minorites, or
rivileged workers; 3) rape is in the interests of, and
ated hy, all males; 4) in order to halt this crime,
n must demand more cops and stiffer rape laws, The
ok contains 8 mass of descriptive material and
mony about all kinds of rape, but the above points
prise the conclusions and the political statement of
wnmiller's book.
mass of data indeed presents a hormifying
norama of centuries of crimes against women-for
yone who simply wants to be horrified. But for those of
interested in fighting back against the oppression and
adation of women, the eriterion for evaluating this
k must be its political conclusions.
/e cannot allow Brownmiller's racist, anti-working-
s views lo be peddied in the name of women's
ration. Brownmiller's program W ould bé death for the
inist movement, It would make it impossible to win
Black, Puerto Rican, Chicana and working-class
men-the majority of women- upon whom our struggle
5t be based. i
Consider Brownmiller's position on the anti-Vietnam
ar mevement, 10 take just one example. S!\e explaing in
r book that she refused to support this movement
cause its central demand was “bring the Lroops home
ow"” rather than opposition 1o the rape of Vietnamese
wn\r\"‘;:i would a Vietnamese woman think of ‘Blcx\n-
' stand against the Enii-:a\' h:l:vfmcm.' Whal:
merican woman who jost a son 1
w?;:‘:sn::‘:h ::k of Brownmiller's stand? They wo u_ld think,
LA this is feminism, 1 want nothing to do with it™ And
¢ right.
“‘i: {‘;::‘:Iﬂ ':;5 ng\c anti-war movement that helped force
the rapists- the CIA assassins, the William Calleys and
ir superiors, and the Saigon torturers-outof Victnam,
while Brownmiller’s stance had the effect of sabotaging

i i
mlz):imr:am!cr tries to explain Brownmiller's vigws by
arguing that “Bruyvnmillzr was objecting 10 the
overwhelming trend in the 19605 and today of white males
10 candone rape by Black males.

“The reasoning is something like this,” the reader
continugs. " Black males are ol pressed and the laws are
used to d riminate against them, therefore we must
unconditionally suppart their right to rape. ... ."

what is the real “overwhelming trend” in capitalist
America with regard to rape, not just in the 19605 ar

today, but going back for centuries? The “overwhelming
trend” is the lynching of thousands of Black men on
trumped-up rape charges. The “overwhelming trend” is
rape by men with social, economic, and military power
{who are white) against the most oppressed women-by the
slave masters against Black women; by rich men against
their maids; by ecmployers against women workers,
especially Black, Chicana, and Puerto Rican; by cops
against their victims,

Symbol of Joanne Little

A syn}hnhg e.\pre_s:ion of this “trend” was when white
guard Clarence Alligood forced Joanne Little, a Black
prisoner, down on the floor of her cell in North Carolina
with an ice pick.

Itis expressed in Boston today, where racist, anti-labor
scum like Klan leader David Duke can whip a meeting of
white busing fees into a frenzy by declaring *If you don't
belicve that little white girls should go to school with a
bunch of apes, then stand up [or your rights as white
people-join the Klan and help us fight race-mixing.”

Brownmiller says very little about the primary rape
victims-Black women. One survey done in 1967 by the
National Opinion Research Centre showed that 22 out of
100,000 white women are raped every year, but 82 out of
every 100,000 Black women are raped

Most rapes in this society are not inter-racial, but are
Black-on-Black or white-on-white. But the entire thrust
of Brownmiller's book is a racist crusade against Blacks
raping white women.

I'his is seen most sharply in the way Brownmiller
counterposes the interests of white women to the civil
rights movement. She takes up the case of Emmett Till-a
14-year-old Black youth found in the river with his head
crushed in.a bullet through his temple, almost all his teeth
knocked out, and & colton-gin fan tied to his body with
barbed wire —and tells us that his alleged wolf whistle at
white Mississippi shopkeeper Carolyn Bryant “was a
deliberate insull just short of physical assault, a last
reminder to Carolyn Bryant that this black bay. Till. had
in his mind 1o possess her.”

She complains that the civil nghts movement “in its
mass-profest campaigns o save the lives of convicted
black rapists™ was an aftront o the white women who
helped prosecute these victims. and that civil rights
fighters treated these women “with a virulence that
bordered on hate.”

Earlicr. she stales more openly her contempt for the
civil rights movement and the framed-up Blacks it
defended. calling these men “a handful of pathele,
semiliterate fellows - .. who only wanted to beat the rap.”

Brownmiller leaves little doubt in her book that she
sides fundamentally with the lynch mobs out to protect
wwhite womanhood.” even il they might have gone a Title
too far in mutilating and murdering their victims.

Inan interview in the October 18, 1975 New York Post.
Brownmiller states outright that she opposes the civil
rights struggle. She turned against it, she says, “when the
civil rights movement started getting very anti-white and
anti-woman.”

What can we do now?

But what should socialists and feminists do about rape?
Are there no demands we can raise short of socialism o

solve this problem?
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_ Let’s begin by looking at what rape is—a crime of
violence whose roots lie in sexual repression, the

direct or backhanded support from city hall, the Federy)
Government, and the Boston police force. In building 4
counter-mobilisation of Blacks and their allies to isalar,
the racists politically, to eXpose government suppori tg
the racists, and to physically protect Black people, we gr,
striking blows against the causes of Black oppression. W
are building @ movement against the capitalist govern
ment, the true sponsors of racism and sexism.

1f the government could be forced by such a mass pro-
desegregation movement (o send troops against the
racists, as it was forced to do in the South, it would have
real effect in intimidating the racist mobs and strengthen-
ing'the confidence and organisation of the struggles for
Black equality.

Rape, on the other hand, is in no way a central issue for
the womens movement. Contrary to Brownmiller's
thesis, rape is not the main problem women face. It is one
facet of our oppression. It is a particularly compelling
symbol of our social degradation and the institutionalised
violence of men toward women in class society. But when
Brownmiller takes this aspect of women's oppression and
turns it inte the axis around which all social relations
turn, she completely disorients women (and men) who are
appalled by sexist violence and want to do something
about it. 4

The only way that rape as a social phenomenon will be

I ed is by eliminating the repressive and violent
CLN{"!DCW‘)’ that spawns it. To do that we must build a
political movement that mobilises the forces of all the
oppressed and exploited. This can only be done by taking
up the major social problems women face—the organised,

economi; compulsion of the tamily system, and the
general violence and alicnation spawned by class socicty.
As such it is similar to other crimes related to the family,
such as wife beating and child abuse. These erimes are, in
fact, more widespread than rape.

In 1973, for cxample, FBI statistics showed 14,000
cases of wile beating in New York State and 4764 cases of
rape. Both figures are probably much lower than the
actual number, since many women never report either
erime.

The number of battered children e ver 15 esti

Y year is estimated
al belwolcn 500000 and 2.5 million, compared with
leihr?l:'nm]l:n estimated 255000 rapes. Six thousand
mm’r:nm beaten todeath every year by their mothers or

These are all tragic examples of how capitalist society
pervers and warps human relations to the point of utter
destruction. ?ccuhsls support laws against these crimes.
::Vt illaflpﬁﬂ he right to human life that is in the 1S

onstitution. as well as the right of q
SR ght of people 10 defend
But while we support the right of & woman 1o
8 delend
hcml_l’.und the right to call the police apuinst 4 r'.lpixl,"l?lc
question of how to eliminate rape is another matter,

The idea that we can control or reduce rape through
MOrE eops and prisons makes no more sense hun haping
1o~eontrol” child ahuse. robberics, or murder Nomatter
Iu'm many rapists, child abusers. and wile heaters 4re
Jailed, the economic and social conditiuns of this AoCiely
Mc._l.a& oppression are producing more cach minute
Calling for more police doss nothing 1o challenge the
causes of rape or of the uppression of women,

Iluntlherwim with the call tor police and troops 1o he
used against the racist mobs in Boston,

Ihe dine 1o sbup desegreition in Boston i one of the
MOsL important issues facing Black peaple nationally al
this time. 1t 15 an organied campaign of violonce, with

gover -backed forms of discri ion
and denial of our rights. The issues most women correctly
see as key today are the challenges to our right to
abortion, and the fight for child-care, jobs, and ratifica-
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment.

The logic of trying to build a mavement against
rape-just as against “crime” in general—lcads invanably
into the trap of right-wing, pro-cop, racist politics. Itis no
accident that one of the favorite ploys of all Demoacratic
and Republican politicians 15 to play up the issues of rape
and erime, 50 as o deflect attention from issues such as
unemplayment, inflation, racism, and sexism that affect
working people.

A good example of the logic of trying to build a
MOYement against rape is what happened at the
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia in 1973, After
several on-eampus rapes, some white feminists decided
something must b done to halt rape. They demanded that
the University provide "more security ™ The Philadelphia
‘cups immediately obliged by invading the dorms and
drresting 100 Black male students on suspicion of rape

Un the other hand, building an independent women's
::::\i';‘mm: around the key issues facing women can have
all’vldpal;:t in deterring rape. Today, that impact can
e Y i seen in the changed view of women and of this
wurnu.n“u-skls-d“[o |.0i.l.gel gencrally assumed that raped
e 1; w\:’;:,l‘aila result of the Tole of the feminist
g ating the sterenlype of women as scx
; ull;:“ Ilm'ls-: made a ditlerence in the wial of Joanne
o iilnn:k };ﬂs‘agu i qury winld lave upheld the right
e nuw“m;n 10 détend hersell fram rape by any
; ”I‘Iw OIS Mo ciment gn anly be built, however, in
AR Wt the other uppressed  geoups in 1h
Sociely-Blicks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos, W\'l‘rklng p:::
Elriviriln:”:::d””u: il points i the apposite diirection,

& wedpe hetwee f i
PR jun!l. g on | st and our allies in the

iOn January 14 one of the most significant meetings in
fhe history of the Trotskyist movement was held in
London. Well over one thousand so
meeting to condemn the slander campal y
British Workers Revolutionary Party, & crisis 1 dden sect
led by Gerry Healy, against two leaders of the United
Gfates Socialist Workers Party, Joscph Hansen and
George Novack. ; :
This meeting was a striking repudiation of the methods
lof the WRP and their 10llowers in Austr the Socialist
Labour League. For two years the Heal s have ear
on and orchestrated their slander ¢
SWP leaders of “criminal neg
assassination and of being accompl
Soviet secret police. P ]
The purpose of the campalgn Wag d by the ili\'_\L[I.
Sects is to direct their members attention aw ay from l.\c.r
g crisis which has resulted insignificant splits in Britain
and Greece and the loss of key leadersin the United States
and Australia
However, the January
shortsightedness of this campaigr j = o
erisis al:md isolation of the Healyite current. -\\Lfl;:;|:\|\n:|
ere in Al of the increasing use of physica
Gf‘almpt L‘tr:i:‘ nst their v|\rnnc§u.\ on the
fe'?l :La reflection of tt ity to politically defend
ongume
their program and of longtime

| en accusing the
nce” in Trotsky's
es of the GPU, the

shown the

14 m x
5 decpened the

gair
inabil
c slanders

collaborators of Trotsky and builders of the
revolutionary movement ;

The London meeting was a triumph for the Trotskyist
movement. It brought together a whole serics of
Trotskyist leaders who had taken a principled stand on
{he slanders—slanders which were not simplya vile attack
on the SWP leaders, but also an attack on the whole
Trotskyist movement and the Fourth Lntcm;uon.ﬂ It
showed that Trotskyists are not just “splitters and
wreckers”™ as the Stalinists would try to make us believe. It
showed that despite differences the bulk of lrt‘l”\lfl\
could get together and d-‘-‘lznd in the most Vigorous way

3 c of workers democt
HE T Iplfn\: \\-:a chaired by Tarig Ali, who had just
managed 10 l;\\..zf‘\‘ from the clutches of the Pakistani
wate. Behind the stage was draped a huge banner which
made the call “For workers democracy Against \rar:‘m;
ups and slanders™and reflected the purpose and impact o
the meeling

On the stage were Geo

srge Novack, Ernest Mandel,
Pierre Lambert and Tim Wohlforth whose speeches we
publish here Also on the stage u.crzl a numher_ of
T yist veterans including Betty Ha:nmun.la I‘uu‘r}uug_g
mber of the Socialist Labor League, the WRPs
essor and who has been active in the revolutionary
o more than fifty years; Harry
[rotskyist movement and

e
predec
Marxist movement for
Wicks, a founder of the Bnlish
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Jnseph Hansan ‘

confirmation.”
Guorga Novack

intensify thei
the principles of workers democracy. Their whale course
daily takes them further from the ranks of the
utionary movement. For the Fourth International
the mecting was a big achicvement. It showed the
possibilities for building a united Trotskyist movement
and it showed that when under attack the Fourth
International will fight back and defend itsclf against all
forms of slander and violence. ;

Tariq Ali . . .

(_Jn l_lue extreme lefl is someone many of you  persons
active in the Trotskyist movement in this country—will
kn_zm:. @ veteran activist of the Trotskyist movement in
Britain, Comrade Harry Wicks. one of the first
Tratskyists [applause].

On Harry's right is someone who needs no intraduc-
Lion, as a writer and a ant in her own right, Coy
Tamara Deutscher [applause]. ¢ B

On her right is Comrade Betty Hamilton, who was a
founding member of the International Committee in 1953
[applause].

On her right is Picrre Lambert from the OCI in F

rance
;TphJ:ust: The comrade next to him is his translator, who
shes to remain anonymous for the it
e iy r the purpose of this
My name is Tarig Ali. I'm a member of i
n Al the Political
Cumm‘nm of the IMG . . . a plot, hatched in Moscow by
the KGB, put pressure on the Pakistan state 1o sllow me
10(1;: present at this meeting [laughter].
n my right is Comrade George Novack fr
3 : b om the
Ammcgn alumtgsl Workers Par[y[prolunged applause|
Na?n Iuls crlghl i Comrade Tim Wohlforth from the
ional Commint, Socialis
Fahls e of the Socialist Workers Party
And an his right is Comrade Frnes
; Ernest Mandel from the
United " Secretariat  of  (he Fourth Imcrnallon"l
(applause] i
There is & comrade who bsent, which is, ol tonwe, o
gredl regrel lor us - Comeade Michel Pablo, whom I'm
sure many of you were looking forward to sceing. Many
ol you have heard of him, though few of you have seen
f him ll.raw alone understand him. He could not be w
mmm because his wife, who had An operation recently
b Bas still not recovered, He is still in Lireece with her, He
i _&lnmamm_agc 1o this mecting which we shall read o
al the appropriate moment
It fulls on m:;‘ as the chiirperson of this mecting to
Fou all: und | must say, very, very honestly
cumrades. that personally, I'm nog happy 10 be ax this
mecting, It l;lfll the sort af mecting that we want 1o yee
wd in this country o in any country. Begguse i
Mot it s a meeling which shows and prmnt;\.l;‘\:
4 that degeners ion, s issomething which is
fleint L movement, which reduces
« ol the broad
eulin. and amonpst
workers movement,
etibrs of the Communis | y.oand .‘\n: I
¢ -_MMN i exeuse for saying that “these
Are mad; we have always told you so, 4nd this .

So I make no apalogies for saying this. It should not p,.
necessary for our movement (o organise and o have
meetings like this, The fact that we have to do so is jus;
reflection of eertain aspects and certain characteristics of
those who continue to call themselves Trotskyists. Ap |
hope that meetings sueh as this will in the future not he
necessary.

What is the character of this meeting? It is, in essence
not a debate, it is not an inquisition, itis notan apology. 1t
is & meeting of solidarity—a meeting of solidarity wiri,
those who have been made the victims of the moq
horrendous slanders we have seen in the Trotskyis
movement for a long, long time. That is the solc job and
the sole function of this meeting.

That is why there are many, many people here who do
not agree with each other on strategy, on tactics, on
interpretations of various Marxist-Leninist-Trotskyist
texts, but who are nonetheless gathered on this platform
10 stress their solidarity with comrades Joseph Hansen
and George Novack, who have heen made the victims of 1
vile, slanderous campaign of abuse and innuendo, which
does a disservice to the Trotskyist movement globally.
Thal‘ and that alone is the sole function of this mecting,

Itis not the task of this meeting to decide or to proclaim
upon whether or not a parity commission is TECEssAry, as
the Newls Lm.E and the organisation it represents are now

y, a parit ission shoul
have been requested, if the cumra,ges WeEre serious ln:u:'.
lang before this—befare they began this vile camp;ign—
if 1hely Were serious they should have wrilten to the
organisations and said, “ We want to have talks with you,"

Affter you have waged a campaign up and down the
world, made it the central focus of your political activity
pronounced comrades Novack and Hansen guilty a::
:lharqg“ed. you then say, “Isn't it right to have a commis-

ion” y

We say, “What for™ And the organisations i
Fou have made these approaches wii%ar:p!ytolhi:uqu};fs}:

Ora commission after it has been discussed by the central
committces and leading bodies of these organisations
]_i;hr‘i"uil"spc:kerrw have here with us this cveninglis
ohllort al 1
Socialist Workers I’nr‘\hye, N.allunai COmEE oL

Tim Wohlforth

In my opinion, th
really need.

ended up going over 1 the miethod: S
like Stalin, hay i

fubrication for wr::c\;' ::::T!‘:::: i:nrr)l‘inh T
Ih:ll':):f:r::ih H;mlsen.and then Novack. Now, in one of
. s 0 h‘h‘: Ng 8 dine. Cannon iy brought in
i (_n:] with Sylvia Caldwel| s stated: I only
e R o e .

And thus Times 2, Bt i S

:N'ﬂrlu:h |l|:\Ll|lll ‘mnn::l':::n udtlli':-::l:_wlr;:::;pwf B
uu:z.m‘m!lcw - Bubiwowt eaen \Jlu;!lh" .‘Ihcnm-“’-“"l‘
T_;.uu_ﬁ.\[lun that perhaps | retsky should ad;.lr:i‘[“n i
st Alter all, it was Trotsky who e 10 the o L
Sheldon Harte, wh wismurdered by the ﬁ:'nlxwgmm:l:\:!

their liest ravid on 1, i
g otsky. 1t was Trotky'y Judgment an

1 says that Sheldon Harte was
therefore, it was Trorsky

Now Healy’s organisation
a Stalinist agent. Obviously.
who was covering up for the GPU! L aade
The only conclusion that we can come Lo is that theeyes
of the Workers Revolutionary Party and its followers .m‘
directed against, and i1s blows are directed .\_u.t\!r‘\;L r.].:;‘
this or that individual, but .u,mni: Trotskyism. And wh
J 't Stalinism [applause]
Mh?;whtnl"msé.‘:}mg lul“i‘l':\‘ make a contribution :‘ :h.,\
question of an inquiry 1nto why this nl.sdm“\—.:ll ‘l s
madness-has taken place And I'm going 1(\; Ii\l ‘\n Py
speaking about what 1 know most dh“:‘\‘;:‘.‘lica:i‘:u flm
c bution. There are other com
:ﬂl‘?‘:nht!\::!’\rr‘}(r\;lu\t ovack and know Comrade Hansen for
more years than | have.
So what I will speak on
and | certainly do know Co
Some CXperiences with him
were the beginnings, in many

v is something 1 do know about,
ymrade Healy. And I've had
And in fact those experiences
ways, ol the slander

the summer of 1974, We were having
cultics in the Workers League-losing some
g some problems. And Healy decided 10
it wasn’t unusual that we had these
fler all we were trying 1o do in
us to do. And for that very
;ould not be ohjectively

back in

members, havin
take this up. Now
difficuluies. Becausc d
Amenca what he wanted
.on we had pmlﬂcmn.ﬂul that

‘I(L;Tw;.\-d at. It could not be ohjestively stated that pm':\mpf

iade mistakes. and so0 did he And perhaps \:\_ were
‘:tn:: . things. and so was e doing Lhings that were \mu,;.
::ni fh.mld be corrected, Instead. 4 campaign hk:dll“‘ur-’:'-
i.il\ll\'\\l‘ specilically  apainst mysell  as  national
secretary

as not enough to launcha campaign against me

Rut it w ?
Hing new had 10 be added.

o criticise my pulicies; sonl :
i:;u:‘.‘h our lending compades in that period \\.l\.L u:n.uh‘.
Nancy Ficlds. As T [y knew, and others knew hln:;
Ficlds was personally associated with e W |!.|=‘ Ll
way to getab me thii i autack her, because that’s The wa
¥ anctions: and thinks, Lo and bebold. it wis
jown by many in the
worked for the C1A

he
discovered-1he startling Lt ki

party-thut Nuaney Faelds” uncle had

had retired from that position in 1969: that when \‘.l_rh:\
was young, her uncle had helped her through school fora
4in pertod. It was also known that she broke with her
that she had to work her way through college.
st Columbia University and
as many of you here

certal
une
taking fulk-time courses
holding down a full-time job. And 3
+ve done that know, barely having money and time
10 eat; walking Lo cc New York City, two miles
because she didn’t have the subway fare; in order Lo w ork
s : 1 on V)

her own way because she was going to stand on r-:rn:w\n:
feet. and she wasn't going Lo take money from Ilr'l}(t:l
who was going to dictate to her. As many of you probably
have done in your lives |

So this fact was brought up. But it wasn't simply
brought up: it was spread around-on the eve of L:l
ner camp it was privately spread around. Comrade
t k the security of the camp.
Iready in Healy'smind a
ClA agent, there was a grave du hat € nr.n:‘ﬂcbilc};‘zl‘\'
might not survive the trip. James Bond He might b o
when he arnved. So Comrade Slaughter had to cal UKD
London every day to inform Healy that security n.nd )_
and that he could perhaps come across the ocean and risl
L ter coul o

But of course Comrade Slaughter could dutul:::‘

hone at the camp, because that would be tappe! c
Ir”lj r‘ 'u ¢ & pho So Comrade Slaughter
had 1o use & pho

he camp- :

from the s X

ssked a comade to drive im to and from the phone n:t
assure Comrade Healy that

who have dc
ol

ge in

e

sum

ds was i

You see

everything was aing
Jaughter asked Comrade
¢ supposed CIA agent

could
with the ClA. Su Comrade

Nancy Fields 1o do the driving! Th

[laughter]! i
d that’s the truth. Ihats the

& . grodo withit-the

farce of these methods
re wiis 4 political

Because this had not

motivation all along Sl
Then one night. midnight. beciuse when glse should

all Central Committee meelings. comrades r;-
he woods. in a camp in the
tian Mountuins of Canada. al\\.n-jl\;»m -‘Wli
| Commitiee meetings no earlicd than 12.30 a.m.
phere-for the ingquiry

ed against Fields that had

one
pecially it vou'rend campint
Lauren
Cent
crcates Lhe proper atmos

And the slanders were launche
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purposes, He is sec
out of his organils“:

i
hods, which are contrary 1o all the practices of
‘movement, 5o as to root them out from that

sations lodged by Healy are indeed insane.
statement [ wrote jointly with Comrade Betty
, which has been published in fnformations
and in the publications of the Comite
ion pour la Reconstruction de la Quatrieme
onale [OCRFI-Organising Committee for the
jon of the Fourth International], we have
strated their absurd character.
these insane accusations by Gerry Healy are not
ly insane, The repetition of those charges, the fact
it they have been made by a man like Mitchell, who has
¢ tenuous links, if any, with Trotskyism and the
s movement, and the fact that they have already
used against the Fourth International , compel us to
for the causes and the roots of these disloyal attacks
1 the honor of two veteran revolutionists,
as against the activity, struggle, and memory of
Trotsky himself.
ike Banda, at present the general secretary of the
' sent to me in Pans, from London, a letter dated
fourth of January, 1977. | read that letter carefully,
| | can show, as I am going to do, that it is a prime
mple of the political methods of Gerry Healy. Banda
inches, and 1 quote from the letter, “an open challenge
all revisionist groups who are joining hands in London
January 14, 1977, to whitewash the GPU crimes
st the lrotskyist movement” The Comite
rganisation pour la Reconstruction de la Quatrieme.
nternationale and the OCI[Organisation Communiste
ernationaliste], which I represent here, are consequent-
‘haracterised as revisionist.
" Although 1do not regard either the OCl or the Comite
'Organisation as revisionist, and although 1 could easily
ve that Gerry Healy and Marxism have very little in
ymmon today, that is not the purpose of this meeting.
To characterise the policies of an organis: n, rightly
" or wrongly, as revisionist is a matter for political
cussion. But to deduce from that characterisation that
 those organisations-and 1 quote Banda-that “all
revisionist groups.” that is,in particular the organisations
' that | represent here, the Comite d'Organisation pour la

:‘ab;fm slogan” of workers democracy. What a thing to

Gerry Healy, who claims he is a Trotskyist-|
fargotten that the Trotskyists, as early as thi“!}!r':!uhf!l
Opposition in 1923, joined together precisely to defend
workers democracy against the émerging bureaucracy?

Has he forgotten that it was because Stalin started by
trampling upon the principles of workers democracy that
he was able to establish the bureaucracy as a parasitic
caste? Workers democracy is not merely a question of
‘behaviour, it has social and political roots,

Has Gerry Healy forgotten the teachings of Leon
Trotsky, who taught us to seek the political and social
roots of attacks against the principles of workers
democracy?

Has he forgotten in addition that Trotskyalso taught us
to seek the social and political roots of the rejection of free
discussion in the framework of democratic centralism,
and of the substitution instead of slander and lies?

Has he forgotten that the Stalinist burcaucracy, to
become a privileged counterrevolutionary caste, had to
begin by attacking the principles of workers demaocracy,
and of free discussion within the ranks of the workers
movement?

Mike Banda believes he is ironical. He does not seem to
comprehend that he is offering us the key to understan-
ding the social and political roots of Gerry Healy's
slanders against Hansen, Novack, and the Fourth
International.

To illustrate this point, | would like to recall two
instances drawn from the joint experience of the Socialist
Labour League and the OCI that | think will help us to
understand many things.

In 1953 the SWP, the British section that was o become
the SLL. the majority of the PCI [Parti Communiste
Internationaliste] of which the OCLis the continuahien,
the Chinese scction, and other forces formed the
International Committee of the Fourth International, It is
not the purpose of this meeting to discuss if that decision
was correct. It is not, | repeat, the purpose of this mesting.

In 1963, political differences opposed the SWP Lo the
OCland the SLL within the International Commitee.
There was a split inside the International Committee, and
following that the SLL and the OCI maintained the

nal Commitice. And after thatsplit, there wasa

Reconstruction de la Quatrieme le and the
~ OCI, falsely labeled as revisionist, are in London “to

whitewash the GPU cnmes against the Trotskyist
" movement,” is to resort o the Stalinist method of
amalgam Stalin deduced from the political differences he
: had with Trotsky that Trotsky was a Gieslapo ageni.
i fferences he has with a political

call for a second conference of the International

Committee, which took place in London. Gerry Healy,in

the discussion, attempted to have that conference

characterise the SWP as follows: “The SWP must now be
regarded as a centrist organisation.”

It is of secondary importance here to note that the OCI

d with that ch isation, and was of the

Healy deduces from dif

organisation that leaders of that orgar are GPU
least accomplices of the GPU. All working-
class militants, whatever the tendency they belong to, can
only reject with contempt the methods of Gerry Healy.
Healy slanders comrades Hansen, Novac k,and in fact,
Cannon. He slanders them-1 quote a from Banda's
Jetter-in the following terms: “They have covered up for
other agents like Mark Z borowski who masterminded the
. murder of Trotsky's son, Leon Sedoy, before being
© hrought to the United States in 1941 with the help of
Novack." Thus, those taking part in this

mecting of beim GPU,
for a Trotskyist militant, for a
o wade through Healy's
do so, because what is
[ praletarian revolution, of

agents, or at

working-class mi
muck. But it
involved are
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opin’ion that in spite of the differences witn the SWP, the
SWP had to be regarded as a Trotskyist organisation.
And it is secondary in the framewaork of this meeting to
note that Gerry Healy was persuaded to officially
withdraw that characterisation. | say it 15 of sccondary
importanee 10 relation o this meeting because once again
this was a political characterisation, part of a political
discussion. K ]

At the meeting of the International Commuttee that
followed the conference Healy suggested for the first time
{hat Comrade Hansen-al the time there wais no mention of
Comrade Novack-could have. | repeat, could have
participated in the death of Leon Trotsky, playing. i
Healy's words, an =abscure” role. The OCI pmu:slgdami
stated that it would not accept insinuations of this sort.
Healy then retreated, and it was only in 1975 that he
resumed and amplificd his mon i st
comrades Hansen and Novack.

iil®




What had happened in the intervening period? What
happened between 1963 and 19757 Simply that during
those years Hul;nuempud,umminﬂywrn,
stifling_political discussion within the International
‘Committee. Healy, like his successor as general secretary
of the WRP, regarded workers democracy as a “! iy
slogan. He refused discussion. And that is why he broke

smmittee in 1972,

In violati incij which
Healy and Banda joke about today, they have bath been
led 10 use the methods of Stalinism, the methods of lies,
llllnﬂm. and provocations.
am not saying that Healy is a Stalinist. But I say that
today- when Brezhnev in Moscow is msmt‘i.inyg' ()
P against an ition which is seeking a
road l‘m_’mrd-hy his slanders, his lies, his nmllg;:‘;!,
Healy gives support to the Stalinist bureaucracy, that
bureaucracy which in alliance with imperialism and
:lmtgengnmhuf peaceful coexistence, stands as the
on the road to the i i
T ad tothe international proletarian
1 will add, looking at it from abroad of course-th;
il s at the
?:ﬂmlm Labour League, in 1960 and the years that
awed, bore all the hopes of Trotskyism in this country.
Ll:hm;fm‘l o ion of th of What is
it today? The methods of Gi
destroyed the Socialist Labour League.rﬂy Heslyahane
And now comrades, in spite of the political diffe

tried vainlytosave, thatthe Mexican invitation had .,

through. We met the Troiskys when they landed i,
Tampica early in January, and, on the presidentia] u-“"
the day after, diseussed plans for launching the rnmn‘n:l
sion of inquiry. In April, under John Dewey's chy;

manship, the commission went to Coyoacan i
September delivered its verdict that branded the triy
frame-ups and completely exonerated Trotsky and b,
50N S:dmm(the charges against them. Trotsky hailed 1hiy
as a “magnificent achievement.” Our concern for his
secunty was unremitting from then on.

Comrades, that was forly years ago-and much
water-not all of it clean, has flowed under Westminsie;
Brdge since that time. The speakers tonight have come
together to protest and expose another frame-up, iy
which Joe Hansen and I are cast, not as defenders of the
accused, but as l_h= accused themselves. Though it is on o
smaller scale, this case belongs to the same category of
political slander, and must be repelled as vigorously
because of the issues of principle at stake.

The allegations against us by Healy's poison-penmen
are 50 outrageous that their effrontery verges on the
absurd. In this instance, as has already been commented
Healy has borrowed from the arsenals of Stalin and the
Maoists, who crudely set about to discredit and destroy
l'amo_nai opponents who only yesterday were their closest
associates. You let loose a lie, inflate it to monstrous

that separate the Comite d'Or
1 3 ganisation pour la
DMC! Fﬂ:rucunn de la Quatrieme Internationale and the
rom Qmsefw:n have sponsored this meeting-as the
ive of those isations 1 want to state h
my full solidarity with comrades Hansen and ]\h:uewz\:fkE
wictims of Healy's slanders [applause]. {

George Novack . . .

_ Forty _;:n; ahg: last month, Leon Trotsky was under
anmmd it t Nomgl_nn Labor government, gagged
i o n:swgr the infamous accusations Stalin's
e m:]:::ﬁ urling at him. On the otner side of the
Commit tee for t!';.:ﬂl;:e':';-ehlll’llzk’i':rla'i l}.“eg l'n_;med g
e n Trotsky, of which |
i nllmnez:;;:mary We sought to sccure asylum for
ﬁwSume o constitute a commission of inquiry to
Y his day in court to refute the charges in the
frame-up trials. ey

ams were realised. Trotsky and Natalia we,
:ﬂmnpnm:ak‘:m arrest and shuffled aboard l:
i headed for Mexico. By chance, a while
m-?m;lmmu a letter | had written to the novelist
3 HH‘“ on December 4, 1936, recounting our
‘effons EorLs. several passages from it: ¥ As to Trotsky's
n, we get{ ::h‘:: :m ‘lih:mp: of the most

S r t almost anythin,
¥ _mtnpmmm him after December 18, and lhnly:hﬁzi
i :nunll'yl; our only hope. .. " Liold about
ures mwlumpn Lo get visas for the United States
Cuba encountered in Mexico where
Cardenas was Teabk to his entry. Diego
iﬁhsmplwd. i us: F?mg.n Affairs Minister 15
A dffﬁc_ukla, Stalinist agents and

helping him.”

overcome, and I vividly remembe,
Shachtman and 1 tele ;
o u phoned Oslo
ill-fated Walter Held, whase life I fater
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P o :eim_-m: it 1 in all keys, and hope
lflul gullible and ignorant people with no access to lﬁr
!-:ml n the case will swallow it whole. On January 4
“;:“y: inpi?l;cosmz;‘n M.I::nda brazenly declared to us,

u have been able to refute a s :
brought to light by the In i e
i ht ¢ ternational Committce’
investigation.” Actually, the allegati i ' Big
Lie, that Hansen and No’vnckarza{m o
4 1scn an c ccomplices of the GPU
Zl;ig\:l;{ o[b:enmmal negligence™in Trotsky's assassina-
el e n rehr!ed point by point in articles
n:)}?;axg :n. Imm}rﬂenmf Press and publications in
! ntries. have just been collected i
z?:::::i:s;:h:?“w{m{j& which can be:‘u:::lllllgs
d ormation. | shall not go
gngmq, but intend to speak [erandabm: lr?yﬁ?#{j::g;':
i Iutnn;; my last extended stay in England, from Lalc'
jest 0 CT];:II)' 1953, 1 was as intimate a coilaht;rllor with

: y as | have bcen! with Joe Hansen since 1941 We
nrrt_;!lohnml discussions three or four times a w'cck :l?;
Fla\ffj 1 Wrote occasionally appeared under his |'ur.'|
n.‘sirfincri}. 'I£'hnl 5 a time-honored custom for fnmign:r:
revi:wguf;‘la:'f":ggj;fjihﬂ y;:ewill recall, submitted a

& the liberal Forinij 4 i
under the signature of his friend Slml?erlml\:f:;'::Rw‘m

w:‘l??h :. k;-'a:':“ulyk strengths and weaknesses quite

e n“au o asuspiciaus disposition [ laughter], it

Pt n have occurred to him that | had

works-and he w‘::lvdul.m::' Fia A0 o o

i indignantly rebutted any such

ho:-ll::i( am{ludc changed from comradeship to rabid

St )’t '“5";:”9 differerices developed between the

S t.:lr h!’ Party and the unified Fourth Inter-

phinal h: _ NS Own organisation. In the ensuing

Hlomic singled out three adversaries for especiall,

o l:: «:}l‘l:chl:mnl Mandel in economi Jnlep;

4 o o
my;lzlf 5 phjluxgph;: of politics and organisation; and
¢ is rather inept and uncomfortable in di
i eptand ble in discussi
mp"rgx-“s: ;h::)nr;’:v;ll:#uahﬁcd eritics. So he wl'.i";'ﬁ?ﬂﬂ
riven to em & most unworthy me; "

:f“m; palitical opponents. He dhwided‘lu':uﬂgom

slander, where he could throw the most noxious muul:r

\ century, beginning with the case

" Workers Party is so

is the background of his Stalinist-type campaign
¢ has played a considerable role in political life, as a
wielded by rcactionary forces of many kinds
jinst their adversaries. Many a union militant can
ify to that. In the Russian revolution, Kerensky's
aecused Lenin, Trotsky, and the Bolsheviks of
g German agents.
" n the chapter of his Hisiory of the Russian Revolution
joned “The Month of the Great Slander,” Trotsky
d out how poor and monotonous a character
tical slander has, because of the conservative
m tality of its authors. So it is with Healy's unoriginal
ind repetitive lics, They do not only imitate the more
otorious frame-up artists before him, but they do not
from month to month as his press keeps harping on
he same set of falsifications
1 was pulled into the scenario only after coming to the

Wefence of the first target, Joe Hansen, as T was duty
bound to do out of concern for the truth and for the sake

of solidarity with my colleague. 1 detest frame-ups, not
only because they are unjust, although that's an adequate

" reason, but asthe worst sort of moral abomination. L have

fought against scores of frame-ups for almost half a

s in the United States of
Tom Mooney and the Scottsboro Nine in the carlythirties
and coming up to the present moment, when the Socialist
effectively uncovering the
machinations of the FBl and CIA

‘However, | never expected that a former associate
would defame me in connection with the defence of
Trotsky, which constitutes one of the proudest actions of
& long political career devoted to the advocacy of his ideas
in defiance of the Stalinist slander machine. The first
article 1 wrote for the Militant, early in 1934, was &
satirical criticism of the 7igzags in Stalinist policy, and
there are volumes on record since then 1

What a contrast there 1s, comrades and friends,
between Healy's obsessive charges, and the attitude ol’lh_e
grief-stricken Natalia Trotsky at the time of Trotsky's
assassination! She never afterwards uttered a word of
reproach about the guards, More than that, listen to lh_ns‘
Natalia even gave a deposition Lo the Mexican police
absolving the unfortunate woman comrade who had
inwittingly been the tool of the assassin from any
complicity in the crime. That's Trotskyism. -

Let me cite & sample of Healy's technique mal_m
extorted false confessions from the Moscow Trial
defendants in his dungeons by means of terrible m_rrals
and torments, Though the wizard of Clapham High Strect
has no such meansat his command (50 i'ala_s 1 know), that
does not deter him He has contrived Lo Lwist oUr answers
{0 his accusations into admissions of guilt g

Tnus, i my statement of condemnation | mentioned
that | had helped rescue prospective victims of the Nazis
after the fall of France, by enabling them to get to the
United States as | had carlier brought the Trotskys to
Mexico. 1 worked with a group of people of diversified
political opinions, including Menshevik emigres, and
they, among NUMErous other refugees, found asylum for
Marc  Zborowski,  Leon Sedov’s secretary and
collabarater on the Bulletin of the Russian Opposition
Hie was later exposcd asa G U agent. a fact unknown to
us at that time. Healy pounced upon this information as
proof that |, toa had engaged in conscious complicity
L police and alterwards kept silent about

with Stalinssecre b
it. And that s the sole item of =evidenee” he brings forth
against me

~ What are the facts in the matter? It happens that I never
et Zborowski, and had nothing directly to do with his

transit to the United States, although under the prevailing
cireumstances, that would have been commendable
These arrangements were handled through Lola Dallin, a
Russian friend of Zborowski and the Trotskys
This has not kept Healy's faceless International
Committee from repeating-1 quote from the Bulleiin
October 15-“Z borowski had been brought into the United
States by Novack.”™
That same article features a photo of Ignace Reiss, the
ex-Soviel intelligence agent who, after denouncing the
purges and coming over to the Fourth International, was
murdered by Stalin's gunmen in Switzerland. What Healy
fails to say—and probably doesn't know—is that in 1940
41 1 was Busy saving the lives of other targets of the GPU.
Among them were the widow and son of Ignace Reiss,
whom | met at the pier and escorted to safe lodgng in
Manhattan. Wasn't it an anomalous occupation for an
alleged accomplice of the GPU ta spend months and years
shiclding and saving intended victims from their deadly
clutches? :
The November 27 News Line carries a four-page piece
under the heading “George Novack: A case of falsifying
history” which accuses me-for sinister reasons-of sup-
pressing what it calls “the most interesting information of
all” in an obituary I wrot: of Sara (Weber) Jacobs,
“namely that she was the sister of Lola Estrine (Mrs.
David Dallin)” who had brought Zborowskito the United
States. One simple fact shatters this concoction. Sara
Weber was not the sister of Lola Estrine [laughter]; she
was a friend of hers, as both were of the Trotsky family
Joe Hansen and others have demonstrated that the rest
of the materials out of which Healy has fabricated his Big
Lie crumble to pieces when confronted with the simplest
authentic facts. The slanders first directed against us must
be firmly resisted because they have since spread like an
cvil stain. They have broadened to embrace anyone who
has raised a voice against the frame-up, whatever their
views and affiliations.
For instance, the September 17, 1976, Bulletin, the
organ of Healy's American echoers, reports a speech
given by Jean Brust in Minneapolis five days earlier that
refers to what she calls “the support of renegades from the
revolutionary movement around the world.” There she
says: “Hansen rallies the very same forces around him
t-\liay who defended the Moscow Trials and Stalin
yesterday.” ;
* All the signatories of the statement in our defence,
including Trotsky's grandson, five former secretaries and
guards, the executor of Natalia Trotsky's estate, and the
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people represented on this phll‘ur@.mwﬂhnﬁ'{nr
therr stands against the crimes of Stalin. Now they are
identified as defenders of Stalin! And ourselves a
accomplices, They have been condemned as tools

The issues posed by this case transcend the repu g
of the SWP leaders who are involved, and even the ‘r.:i”‘\
of Trotsky and Leon Sedov. The traditions and integ: |
of the Fourth International, as the banner- he(”f,” i
Aarxism in our time, and, beyond tha n“‘

Hansen and Novack beu:nem.eymfuutnb: he dupes of

¥
interests of the entire working-class moye

Healy. Th ‘ how one
lie leads to others, still more reckless of facts and logic
alike, No honest ‘r:wu is exempt from the mu i
s the 1wo ex-leaders of his American grou m
Wohlforth and Nancy Fields, who were fﬂlﬂh"m!:"’eﬁ”f
‘hiding ties with the CIA, can testify. And Tim hasdone so
this evening. .

‘While Healy has been transformi into imaginaj
5 nt ng us into i
accomplices of the Stalinists, the SWP has undmnmrz
mmmnwdh offensive against real agents of the FBI, CIA,
and ot} :rog:\':mmelll departments that have long been
sing our | . The arising fro)
$40 million suit have reverberated thro:.lglmul|:1§=m::|lr:,t$;5
;“,:eh“! had u_npreceden:ed results. The FBI has been
infun'::r:n ;:d llsb;urveillanoe of our activities, and its
e ve n instructed to quit the
:’:qhmth, Our attorneys are now in n:urt demlr;'ny
ﬁ# n:up'l:a and unexpurgated files, it
ashington officials have been greatly di
f y disconcert
thel?l:i enlnbar_rsssmg exposures of the illegalities nl’ﬁ:i{
political police as a continuation of Watergate, And the:
:ire‘nnl the only ones. The Communist party leader, Gu’sr
:h: I.FI:I: stated that “the SWP is the main stngingal:rn of
i “‘m the left movement” simply beeause we've
infnrmm? FBI 1o divulge the presence of sixty-six
=i b;n our ranks. And Healy points to the informers
; o _lhz FBI to smear our party just as Gus Hall
ocs.en mr:a; real alignment with the Stalinists!
- some friends of the W
:t:vn?[nnnary Party here who either credit :whal ‘;;::lrs
¥, nle"ﬂillclllﬂ to believe that he would level suci
P against his
ﬁ:'::::::;um; ‘wande red how credulous follo\lkeHr:;:'
by Peking can blindly accept everything th
s by their leaderships? Haven't you asked: H o
nnn‘{‘ Pperson of ordinary intelligence be taken in b i
SI:,n“II:h"d:“ against the Trotskyists? A
hou ll"l You apply the same criteria of critical
that you r:nurlzn My 1 y motivated o
Wit “Imend tothem? Ask youm:lflhi!quutiow-
10t serviee o, WP leaders have placed themselves i
i the Stalinist scoundrels and betrayers of rft
lmlirin,gly: dworlq revolutions whom they had fo ‘hE
iy “dh publicly since 1928, when they had not#n{
Tt .:;r:r)iﬂurﬂrllﬁ ;nllhusp byhleading two. runm-mjicl§
5 ! cir whale 1? i
:;};:ulﬂagl;?nufm should ar Jeast rﬁ\smnT:“g:::v?Tr
o . 5 Tumj o 4 F
ity thyhilsibilg‘;‘d, up charges lack even the
other hand, Healy and hi
h ; s & i entouripe :
e,nmy:ll:;gh;;nu?; [:; Pprocecding ayf:s:':lxli\h;J:::

0 - In addi Ines

WD':' T am“m“ to personal spitelulness and
coupled wit

1o Marxist i
Aol m!:m:nkz |f|lm[ac|mna| altitude tnwap:ﬂmlf:;
" e d:i and everyone else, the panic
ml“m. ide “::uuns and disarray in their own
-ﬁmn.iﬂlpekﬂfm of the Fourth International in
Y o idl:'l.rylm_:lnw the minds of their own
_m cli’;i [a and arguments coming from
mmum 5 :‘t;hlhgnr own policies and methads.
i mm“m“ € Socialist Workers Party, which
ol j:mnnnmmph:.uf whitu den alic
i ¥ can he=h
v/t i D be- the
d Mz!ﬁ::uﬁ;:ol the devil-stands ay
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‘ment for libe'ryllj, are threatened and damageq ,
frame-up mwm_ohhi: kind. The struggle for worke.
d_cmomqy !nd socialism to which we have dedicated ...-\
lives, requires a clean atmosphere, purified of
falsifications from any quarter, 8o that the masscs c;
arrive at the truth and shape their destiny through an o, }-Il
and Iwr}esl confrontation of views on all questions &
Thll !iﬂm commen premise on which all of us s[;‘\ﬁd in
opposition to the Healyite peddlers of the lic [applame‘

Michel Pablo . . .

[Michel Pablo was one of the
1 schedul 2
mll:l;; however, he was unable to alten:d i
e sent the followi c i
audience by Tarig Alil_.ig R o

m;::lmlthalnz is irresponsible, to say the least, for
S D{ah: his arganisation to deal with the
oo inm::pxt:ble fn;r the assassination of
h a manner. I, myself,

gﬂ\r:nmmemhers the situation that :cig:;cd n‘l i:gtat;gg?e
o m]::y:;‘l:;gfn the organisations claiming to be part or;’
e or the Fourth International, and eventual
el nternational itself, would not be surprised lu:l-
mnvzmg:'ﬁsa\:gtg?f:mte_? then in the pro\ell:linn :f :h:

ove I on Trotsk i i
cnﬂma‘n:l activity of Stalin's :;r,“:.laruculaﬂy g

ut to make this a basis [or. udi

q concluding that
l::ﬁ:{:nun and George Novack were |f1 c.:mmﬁl'.:“h-“
il ger';ls or with others scems to me fo beyw“h
inmﬂ\z?;;‘le and absurd, These men have devoted :’}:“'h
e el al;‘d practical lives to defending the con .
il m_l'::“:sold of Trotskyism. This is nolnteI}::
e sociated in any way whatsoever with

The i
bl t:':ea; of nlns nasty quarrel is symptomatic of
o1 thl‘l;ll'd decomposition in the movement of
il el Ave not succeeded in linking themsel
mamfesfly ;m,::m nlatu'r‘xl movement of the c!av\:! ulrt'

only the declared

5 enem

a::w:;;li I.If‘un Trolsky.and his real inhr:r'uyav’ﬂclhE A
el ml!m :noﬁ'::-at lhu-::ampaign was bmught‘m i halt
oSt submitting the whole dossicr on th

vocable judgment of an imcrmtion::l

commission ¢
cither s omposed of people who are acceptable to

The tusk of the rey
resolutely towards
consolidating the uili;

rl.‘.rrfw\':::;lcinnar)' Marxists is to turn
- and 1o hind & wa
ol
el prnmm““ amuong themselves on the g’um
Bt i .u whu:p correspond o the cur
Wit “lr\;mmn conlined within the uuwrhumf“
el he sects would be the worst ki
ik comgn st the name of Leon Trotsky and h!mmhJe
Fun mc?;clu_n task is to dufend the European :n:Nm-
sl tlsﬂl revolutions, and to ereate in time the :
ent revolutionary Marxist force eupnhkr";ll'

of the real and essential tasks

rnest Mandel . . .

o who have been active in the
d devoted to Trotskyism for forty
defended against vile slander

2 "The News Line of January 1, 1%
fhere-why all o1 youare here We 2
Sinténtion of protecting the GPL
Bbjective intention, with the express intention
people sitting here: Here are
SPU-that's why we are here
1f he wasn't such a little rasc
Comrade Gerry Healy for saying
immediately boomerang against himself
sorry for him, to see how he has

' pbjective dialectics of
" absolutely subordinates the interests oft
fhe interests of the world revolutior
socialism [applause], to the if
inaccurate, and meaningless little sect W

itself out of the class strugg!
ly. Isay one could fecl sorry for hum, bec
all, devoted his life to
movement, and when he h
lies and slanders, one could fecl
he wasn't such a little ras
One must see the logic ¢
in motion; first calling one persen ar
police, then calling 1000 pe rsOns g
reducing the class strus
operalions of agents. B
find unbelicvable things
together, notin order Lo pa
_ the class strupgle
workers of Euro
infiltration of the C1

conducted against the
not any mMore conducted between social forees

class struggle is now all against age
1 tell you

Healy ten years

depth of reducing

and agents. §

and Latin Amened

Al Thee

any
o that he would §

spics
Healy ten years
d huve merited

' only feel surey for peaple

hee woul

And you
little control aver their
little about whit is hiappening to them
aecumulation ol the logice of sectanan o
perate and Gl
Maraisim in the W
ity we ire here
Nosick. norta
that

mrades, why are we here tonight? We are nc ¢
ght to defend Comrade George Novack and Comrade
seph Hansen because friends and comrades like these
tionary movement
ears do not need to

body who would have told Coni
all to that Stalims
the class struggle to @ struggle i
yvhody who would have told that to
o would have received the answer which

labout this objective at both the national and
nal levels. It is therefore necessary that we
jith the utmost determination, and not divide
s on guestions which, when posed in a certain
e the impression that we are sccts who have been
iably overtaken by the development of reality, of

Michel Pablo [applause]

7, tells us why we are
iere " withthe express
" Not even with the

All the

1500 defenders of the

al, one could feel sorry for
such stupid things that
One could be
been caught in the
a little sectarian bureaucrat who
e working class,
¢ interests of
an inefficient
ch has talked
: le in Britain and international-
ause he has, after
building that revelutionary
as to cover up his failures with
sorry for him, | repeat.if

Jf this business which he has set
gent of the Soviet
ol the police, then
le to police mfiltration and
sc inthe very same article. you
You find that we are all here
articipate inthe class strugele

of whom?-the class struggle of the

against

s struggle is not any more
capitalist class: the class struggle is
No! the
and intiltrators!

W Iase s
own development, whis know so
Jves Lhat by the
akes they can
| s deeply s o delorm and deseerale
in which Healy is doing today
cither Lo delend Comeades Hans
detend the GPUL s oo stupid to diseuss
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the

miinsl

So b
nand

No. We are here todefend the Fourth International. To
chow solidanty with Comrade Hansen and Comrade
Novack. We are here to defend the Fourth Internati al.
And it needs to be defended against the slanders of Healy
because we have to understand what this fool has done
Again | say “this fool,” becau
nimself and his own organisation ds
tinues-for reasons which

¢ this boomer:

long as he

con are unclear-to call himselfa
Trotskyist

What have been t
vears and decades @
against the world Trotskyist movement? It has been tha
Aies i a movement infiltrated and manipulated by agents
and by spies. That was the main thest of Stalinism. that
he Soviet burcaucracy-that the

llggations of Our MAain encmics for
nst the Fourth Inte

was the main thesis of tf !
Trotskyist movement 1s nol & genuine part ol the
international working class: 15 not a genuine part of the
international labor movement. but a maovement

manipulated by spiesa infiltrators. And what has been
the main thesis of international imperialism. what has
been the main thesis of the bou nisic? Look at the
Congressional Record in the United © . look al the
press campaigns of the bourgeoisie against the Fourth
International: They say that it is a movement manipulated
by terrorist agents, infiltrators. and spies. And for years.
and for decades, as long as our mavement Was weak. a5
long as our voice was weak, and our enemues spake with
\ery powerful material foree, in 2 united vOIce.

le belicved thesc slanders. Many people be
le inside the working class
Today. we are much
h weaker and much
y. we are

peop
them, including many peop
things have changed
and our cnemies Ane muc
d than before. And espe

1 in the working class, W
1 s0 many countries that

sre deeply rooted in

nd fighting masses it
“ve this Lype uf business any more
at the moment of this
come recognised and
155 in the

an helieve

nobody
Anad 11 s il sueh

moment. it is
turn. when we hine be
part of the working ¢
xs movement. that such u loel

nuine

accepted as e
intermational working:
cames around and say
under your bed And he
can reud itin his neWwspape
of the CIA are siting here
cach other, and that it is here like

No! Start to look for agents
s this hall is full of agents-you
gents of the GPU and agents
and rubbing shoulders with
that, and it 15 10 €VeTy

Mandel
Speaking




ing li i's i ional meeting
cell meeting like that, and it's in every nation
like that. That's what this fool is saying-giving aid and
comfort 1o all the slanders and all the attacks which for
such a long period have been conducled against our
movement,

1 say, what Hitler and Stalin couldnt get away
with-when these mass murderers couldn't destroy our
movement, a tin-pot tyrant like Gerry Healy 1s not going

. 1o destroy us or siop us in the buillding of the Fourth
International [applause]. y
Why is it not possible to have any serious group of

And why couldn't you stop us, and why can't vy o "
us, and why can nabody stop us, on that roud? Because .
have followed a very simple, a very consistent, and a v
very, very difficult way, in which we have had to build ,
movement agamnst terrible odds, But that's the only 1,
which will repay in the long run. We have followed (1,
road of just sticking to confidence in the working class
confidence in the elass struggle; participating in the ¢l
struggle, participating in mass action, cducating o,
members and educating the working class in relentles.
and irreconcilable struggle against every form o

e

workers in the world today accept that we are a mo
full of agents, full of spies, full of infiltrators, manipulated
by outside forces? Because people, as 1said before, thanks
1o our principled activity, thanks to our activities in the
service of the working class and in the service of the
revolution, know us now, and they know us by the
thousands, and they know what we are, and nobody is
going to tell them anything else than what they themselves
know in the living class struggle of the different countrics.

T'll just take a few examples from the last weeks to show
what the Fourth International is teday, and to show how
the international working class, and how the international
labor movement looks upon the Fourth International.

A young comrade of ours, hardly twenty years old, was
arrested in Peru, brutally tortured, and murdered by the
police. Fifteen trade unions-fifteen trade unions-spoke
out within twenty-four hours in his defence. Do youthink
you will convince the Peruvian workers that the
Trotskyist movement is a movement infiltrated and
manipulated by agents of the GPU, and of the CIA, when
they sce and do such things?

In Pakistan, Comrade Tarig Ali, who is sitting here,
was prevented from leaving the country Immediately
there was a telegram sent, of MPs of (he British labor
movement; there was a movement started in France by
leaders of the labor movement 1o force President Bhuttn
1o get Comrade Tarig out of that prison in Pakistan, and
he got out.

We have had in France-I must give the due to whom sie
hive 1o give the due-a powerful mobilisation of lelt
waorking-class forces in which the comrades of the OC|
have played an excellent sxemplary, role; to get one of
the representatives of the left=-wing opposition in the
Soviel Union-not Solzhenitsyn. not the reactionaries. not
the semifascists, but a representative of the foft-wing
apposition in the Soviel Union, Comrade Plyusheh, out
of the grasp of the Soviet hurcaucracy. And we p
outh] Applause ]

And the most important, and most Inspiring cxample
of all, four weeks apo 154 ¢ mrades of the Hasgue
conference ol uur Spanish arganisation were arrested at
the end of their meetng. Within twenty-four hours, five
factories Wenl onstrike to get these comrades out. In this
united action shout vvery single ane of the working-cliss
Organisations af the Basque country was represented. and
Segotevery single one of the 154 comrades out hefore the
woek was over’ Thar's phe
[Applausc |

Do you think that slandering our movement, slander-
ing the leaders of our movement, slandering the public
TEpresenlatves of our mosement, iy g L L Sop this
husiness which is the husiness of 1he rise of o new
revolutionary vanguard, which is the business of huilding
a revolutionary party, which eApre
o world revolution foday? Yo 1 K you'ne ging o stop
U8 by slandering? You are just i ool when you think su'
Lok ut this mecting, and ook ar the teality of the Fourth
Andernational today. and you will sce what results youwill
EEL 7ero point sero!

him

e Fuurth ternational ioday!

S hjectisely the rise

- with the weapans o

and opp in the world. That's what the
program of socialism is all about, that's what the progran,
of Marxism is all about, and that’s what is indestructiblc
When you haveacorrect program, when you follow the
line of that program, when you tell the truth to the
workers, when you don't hide anything from them, when
you don't use slanders, when vou don't use false
aceusations, when you don't see spies where there arc
social forees in operation, then in the long run you must
win, inasmuch as you have confidence that the working
class will continue to fight, that world revolution will
continue to rise, that eapitalism is unavoidably crisis-
ridden and will be overthrown, that the Sovier
bureaucracy and all other conservative forces inside the
labor movement cannot stop this movement of history in
the long run. By striking out along this line, we could
resist, successfully, | repeat, terrible odds-because the
slanders of Stalin, and the murders committed by Stalin
and Hitler, were far graver than the slanders of Thomas
Gerald Healy. We could resist them, and we could
transmit the heritage to a new Eeneration- a new
generation that is today ten times stronger in numbers
than the older ones, in which Healy, myself, and all the
people who are sitting on this platform participated. That
Was a united Trotskyist movement. But a united
lrnlsky_isl movement which was, | repeat, ten times
weaker in number, and immeasurably weaker in inf] uenee
and in activity than the Founth International is today
: By sticking to this principled line, by cking 1o this
simple line, by not looking for some miracle solution, by

doing whatever you can with these forces on the ‘\aasis of
your program. and on the basis of the unfolding class
struggle, we have come out of that tunnel, and today we
have a movement much stronger, much more influential,
n a better position and much more capable of gaining
results through our intervention in the class struggle than
we ever had before. And we will continge o huild the
Fourth International, and we will continue 1o build
revolutioniry parties by that method becuuse that's the
only method which EINEs results 1o the long run. And we
are dedicated- we dedicate aur me mbers and we dedicate
the vangoard of the working cluss-to that method. T'hat
means u method which fights with politics, which lights
po : I the clasy struggle, and not of science
0 or of the spy scare; which fights not with wirch-
humis but by means ol the working-class struggle, mass
Al thalt the e bon” wiith wiichi” 1o Duila 1o
_m-nlu NAry party; and that's also OUF Wedpon against
imperialism and arainst the Sovier bureaucracy. i

And | wonld el wee
Proporien s Compde |
meeting, We should use thiy
Revolutionary
A

should keep our sense ot
arng siid when he opened this
tmethod towaids the Workers
13 1o, We should not be secturian
1nst the ey s s meaningless and it would be
Worlhless 10 Ut uwn cause, We should understingd tha
whitteser he the madness that inspires their Present
slanderous course, ut the slightest sign they waould show,

B

{ the slightest sign we could force them toshow, ta mmlm
{0 reason, we would treat them like we have to [TCHlCL.(l:y
a\l!e! tendency of the rumlmmnary_lch. every other
tendency of the revolutionary wing of the \mem.)l\l(n!a]l
jabor movement, as potential allics, and pote )
members today in big mass revolutionary parties which
we want to build, and for which many, many participants
B will have to come from many, many different political
tendency and factional origins, [applause]
And when I say we hawve to keep our ﬁt:ﬂs.i? .UE
& proportion, and we have to apply the samc .C.‘d?\.m?
methods of working-class policy, of working-class tactics
and of working-class strategy, to all the problems maE
\concern us this evening, we have to understand [hm‘m ['hx,
fight against Stalinism at this stage, at this pct.uh.xf
particular stage which is an extremely important al&i..\!_
especially in Western Europe, we have today :\c[‘F]lHJn‘l —‘
ly powerful weapons to conduet a political L.'nnpy_gﬁ..lxt
which | invite all comrades present here, of all dnh,ru\d
tendencies, factions, and organisations, Lo participate an
come together to conduct this fight
Whatever onc may thifk about allth of
" galled Euro-Communism, of which we are of wfnx‘:_ 1:;
friends whatsocver, no apologists-which we don [[L:\‘ :
up-it is a new stage in the reformist degeneration of U iu:
parties, preparation for the deeply cm‘mlcm.‘\u!unm:y.,lrk\
role of these parties in the coming revolutionary \erluLIL :”
in southern Europe. We have to understand one t E‘t‘“ﬂj
addition to all these aspeets-that they have |\r}|rdo \k:m
new and tremendously vulnerable clcmmt\ 0 N:I;m\
inside the world Stalinist movement, which can toda
have very big effects in favor of Trotskyism. (R e
And | would therefore pr n:p.\;u to ;I[w» ELndm‘-:‘L\:\
jons, and organisations which are pres 5
];auﬁ(llnur:l a common political campaign lif .n§. ln‘r‘[’]‘:ﬂ:‘\‘j
Italian Communist Party,from the French Com

tricacies of so-

o e

Party, from the Spanish Communist Party, from the
Belgian Communist Party, from the British Communist
Party, that the immediately, openly an_d _publ:_clg\
rehabilitate all the victims of Stalin, all the uctlm-; of the
Moscow Trials and that the Spanish Communist F arlyhm
particular draw the logical conclusion from “i
rehabilitation and immediately expel the vile mur xjeri‘rr).
Leon Trotsky from its ranks [applause]. hu:.‘ \:
propaganda campaign today will pcrha.[h .m-l unun\:"
some secret spy device which caused the d'nrlﬁ\lnalilﬂ h
1940, but is instead a political ¢ mpaign \a_m:h will hit the
Soviet bureaucracy, which will hit international Stalinism
ten thousand times morc deeply, more profoundly "haﬂt
any of these spy inquiries. And it 15 :Np:\:m“).'a pi)lllllidr
campaign which will have an effect in lhewmkm.g\. as: ol
France, in the working class of Italy, in the wurkxpgﬁc a.sﬁ
of Spain, in the working class of Portugal, whic ‘1“[
make it easier to fight class collaboration and hcl_rﬂ)-i .Wu
the revolutions which are mounting there; which \nd
widen the scope of workers democracy in the unmnx.apA
the factories of these countries, which will make |t‘cl4>.1<r
for the revolutionaries in these countries-and there are
already thousands of them-to fight against what r\:.m..alu:x
of the poison of Stalinism today in the working-cl 3,5
movement, in the Communist partics, and in the trade-
union ranisations of these countries ;
union orgamisation: s )

Thar is a fight worthy that ight
warthy of the Fourth International, rhat isa fight v-h.;\h !
inthe great tradition of revolutionary Marxism, for whic

we stand n th at tradition of defence of worxers
democracy, which we must defend relentlessly. ur‘.(.qu'y‘:
\:[-\'\n.dl\ and without reservation il we are to D
s in every case, and against

principled in ¢

rvhody who questions them[ prolonged applause. foat
evervbody who gqu

stamping, etc.]
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Rediearn

fter Burglary.of SWP offices

Bl Orders Removal of Informers:
Victory for American Trotskyists

4BII-S 15 in pxi_sun. On January 5, he was sentenced foa
maximum of ten years after pleading guilty to a burglary
charge.

The burglar's real name is Timothy Redfearn, 481-S
was the code number used to identify him by his
employer: the FBI. The burglary for which he was
sentenced occurred last July 7, when Redfearn broke into
the Denver offices of the Socialist Workers Party and
carried off four boxes of files
_ Redfearn is the first FBl employee ever to have been
Jailed fora political burglary. But numerous reports in US
:;cws;:lpers indicate that nervous agents fear he won't be

Why did 481-8, unlike the numerous FBI i
. ke Timing
before him, end up in jail” Something, oh\-‘ial\:.tslly‘ml:’alz
changed, as Redfearn nimself explained after his arrest to
the chicfl of the Denver police: “1 said there was a time
when you could do things like with the FBI, and you
co:Ld-you know, a few years ago you could infiltrate
:Ia hcal groups and actually burglarise or take or steal
a::r:ver‘;ou \;am to put it. You could do that and ge[
with it, but you can't any
AT any more. And | mentioned
Ina peneral sense, 481-S's problems were a product of

NO. 481-S

Watergate, and of the radicalisation of the 19605 and
1970s. As a result of these experiences, most people in th,
US no longer consider that the government has some
inalienable “right™ to violate its own laws and to spy or
and disrupt political groups with which it disagrees.

But there is also a more specific factor that is making it
difficult for the government’s political police to* get awa:
with it any more.” That is a $40 million lawsuit filed
against the FBI, CIA, and various other government
dgencies by the Sociabst Workers Party and Young
Socialist Alliance, demanding an end to government
spying and harassment,

The US Trmlskyisl'% never conceived of the suit as a
means of putting FBI burglars in jail-that was an
unforeseen hyproduct. Rather, the aim was to take
advantage of the Watergate crisis to expose the an
tidemocratic nature of the capitalist government and to
expand lhc democratic rights available to working-class
:;E?a‘;!i:::;.dnd the various movements for progressive

Syd Stapleton, national secretary of the Political
Rights Defense Fund (an organisation established to raise
Tnom-y and support for the suit) explains the SWP's
approach like this:

“The big difference in what we did

\.‘muallyev:lry other tendency on the left |sal;|a?ﬁojic:nln‘:
focus on Nixon. What the SWP and YSA did, was Lo
Tml:lxll;cnn the broader questions of demaocratic ri‘!}\ls

asmiirator, b 8 knew SRS MR L

" 13
also been violated by Drm:cm‘:iec“;:dlh?{lc[h:gl]j:ad
administrations going right back through [hep& e
World War. And sure enough, as the facts began :n::;g
?m‘ our political approach was confirmed. We were able
:I::'rnf:r fnuugh ahead of the evolution of the career of
‘." 5 an |nd!v\dual to focus on what were really the
mporiani guestions-that is, the overall growth of th
SD;'_Ehmmcnl‘a altack on democratic rights.” i
ahnu:: 5lu':t ht!;mi:l\fd in If’“.”“;" mountains of evidence
L Bovernment’s assault on democratic
doms Am(_mg!he activities so [ar exposed-and givi

na:;_}::ul prominence in the media-are the !olinwnf:l o
mmn;x:;:;‘:T;c“nflladmlh conducting electronic sur-

ATE e from 1945 10 1963,

Imils that the FBI ran an “SWP d
program” [rom 1961 to 1969, The evidence ind i_sruplum
the grakrit W T nee indicates that

il 969, it merely had its name
* The FRI attemp el §
their johs pled 1o get SWP members fired from

. |- caled
b\llhl;‘clilllu!\u"d[ldd‘U;w”“”‘ designed to cause conflicts
A A a CL |
= 15 e SA und between the Trotskyists
*The FBI iried o d
fr X ) isrupt the movement againg
nl’tl::;m- war hy red-baiting, encouraging #gnl'.‘*::t
4 s, and planting sccusations that antiwar amwug
e police agents, The FHI also forged evidenge (hl:
i

."'

SWP members were police agents in an unsuccessiul
effort to starl a witch-hunt within the party

The ClA conducted a program called *Operation
Chaps” to spy on and disrupt the antiwar movement
According to US law, the CIA is supposed to conduct its
activities only outside the United States.

® The FBI maintains ‘an “Administrative Index” of
1250 persons—110 of them members of the SWP—who
are considered “dangerous to the internal security and
who would be afforded priority investigative coVErage
read. arrested immediately in the event of a national
emergency.”

« The FR1 burglarised the national office ofthe SWP 92
times between 1960 and 1966. FBI director Clarence
Kelley claimed that such burglaries ended in the 1960s-a
statement which he steadfastly defended until the arrest of
481-5.

Because of a division of labor—the FBI is primarily
responsible for political spying and disruption within the
United States, the CIA for the same activities abroad-the
suit has not yet uncovered as much information about the
CIA as it has about the FBI Nevertheless, the evidence
against the CIA is still quite extensive, For example:

#The CIA conducted break-ins against SWPand YSA
members travelling abroad

sElectronic surveillance was used against SWP and
theYSA members traveling abroad

#The CIA opened and copied letiers, in v iolation of US
laws, of US Trotskyists.

sinformation on the SWP and YSA was obtained
through the use of informers.

sThe CIA both gave to and received fram foreigr
governments information on the SWP and YSA

et admitted that it “has engaged in the collection of
information concerning the Fourth Internatic nal

The documents which the SWP and YSA have so lar
obtained from the CIA were heavily censc
represent only a small proportion of the m
sought. But this small amount of documenta
already been sufficient to expose the two officil
“investigations” of the C1 A (conducted by the Rockefeller
Commission and the US Senate commiltee headed by
Frank Church) for the cover-ups that they were

The government committees, for example, sa)
ClAspyingin the US began in 1967, while the CIATL
the SWP go back to 1949, The Rockefeller Commis
claimed that the CIA stopped keeping files on legal
activities of US citizens in March 1974 files turned overa
a result of the suit conmtain entries from May i

November of that year oreaver, neither
investigation mentioned that the CIA systen
on US citizens traveling abroad-a fact ur
SWP and YSA suil

Following the reunification ol the Fourth I
in 1963, the CIA decided Lo step up its acti
against the F1. One memorandum obtain v
are presently endeavoring 10 INCLEAsE OUT COVEr e of FI
activities throughout the world.” Documents turned over
1o the SWP and YSA on Latin America alone contain
material on at least 11

“One thing that ¢ ugh clearly in the CIA
documents,” David Franke! reported in the Januar

1977, Intercontinenial Press, “is the

governments in CIA activities. The CIA demands it
actions be kept seeret [rom the

both inside and outside the United States. but il

burglaries, wiretaps, and agents arc well kr

governments allicd with American imperialis

plicity of other

ases of working peopl

wh 1o the
around

——

the world-including, of course, the imperialist

cies in Europe,” Thus, for example, much of the
al concerning the French Trotskyists is censo ed
information provided by a foreign

because W
government,”

The SWP and YSA are also pressing for an injunction
barring spying and harassment by all vernment
agencies, not just the FBI,“The government Stapleton
explains, “will simply have its informers reporting 1o
er agencies instead of the FBLIf they can getaway with

=

The US Trotskyists expect the suit-and the accom
panying diselosures- to continue for years more. The (rial
itself is still months, if not years, away. And already the
suit has had an impact on the consciousness of millions of

Americans

“There have been literally thousands of article
hundreds of newspapers concerning the suit,
Stapleton, “And the impact that type of information has
both from the point of view of making people e of the
criminal activities the government has been involved in,
and from the point of view of making people aware of the
Socialist Workers Party, is very greal

‘It has had an even bigger impact in preventing this
whole process of disclosure from being brought toa lose
would finish one investigation-as in the case of the
ate Select Committes on Intelligence-and within a
h we would have information that they hadn't
amed of, or looked for, or asked for.”

In the face of the disclosures generated by the suit and
th resulting unfavorable publicity, Washington's
political police have made several tactical retreats In
September, a little more than a month after the arrest of
481-5, the attorney ral of the US announced that the
government was ending its fort year-long “investi)

mber |, just two day
under oath in
lley made public
sformers to leave the SWP and

tion™ of the SWP. Then on Nov
he was scheduled to
tion with th

an order urging FB1
YSA. The agency's field officers were instructed to read
{he following message to informers

The FBI has terminated its investigation of the SWP

rs, and any in-
i his (her)

and memb
vestigated because
i YSA. Thus. we sy
f from the SWP

r 4 hehall of the FBI in regard to your
rship in the SWP or YSA, re or
cts with SWP or YSA member

not to report the FBI information

the SWP. YSA. their chapters. leaders
or are you 1o obtain any documents, capies af
any things. or other materials (rom the SwWp
leaders or m 1d furnish these to the

s with one hand, it

what the g
ay with the other. W
g” the SWP as an

pretends to have
yrganisation, the
permit it o continue sNOOPiNg On

FBIs instruct

embers

Nevert 55, Kelley's order regarding informers was &
significant victory for the SWFand YSA in that it is an
admission 1 there no legal grounds for the

¢. The socialists are
now i their anding that the
\dentities of the 66 informers-the number which the FBI
savs were involved-be disclosed and that FBI turn ever
the cight milfion pages of filkes it has on the two

st pl

povernment’s

exsing

urganisations
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SWP 5th National Conference

“For a class struggle Left Wing in the Labor Movement,
Socialist Worker: For Marxism and Internationalism,
Build the United Revolutionary Party” read the banner
hanging behind the platform at the rally at the Fifth
National Conference of the Socialist Warkers Party, held
near Sydney from January 27-31. And this summed up
the three central themes of what was the biggest and most
successful conference in the SWP's five-year history.

Some 170 people came together to hear and discuss
resolutions and reports on some of the central political
questions facing the working class todayand to map outa
strategy for Australian revolutionaries in the coming
year. The main political resolution entitled The Fraser
Offensive: How the Labor Movement Can Fight Back
was reported on by Jim Mcliroy who summarised the
main points of the document.

The other resolutions under discussion were The
Socialist Revolution and the Struggle for Women's
Liberation (reprinted in this issue ) which was summarised
ina report by Helen Jarvis who also assessed the current
state of the women's liberation movement in Australia;
The Socialist Revolution in the Arab East presented by
Sol Salby, a well-known leader of the movement in
defence of the Palestinians in this country; and The
Organisational Principles of the Socialist Workers Party,
outlined by Allen Myers.

In addition Lo these there were reports on the tasks and
perspectives of the party, a report on the work of the
Socialist Youth Alliance, the youth organisation in
sympathy with the program of the SWP, by SYA

national secretary Dave Deutschmann, and two reports®

on issues before the world Trotskyist movement, one on
behalf of the majority of the Political C of the

leadership of the party. The fusion was a great inspira
to everyone at the conference drawing out the the
the united revolutionary party.

There were also two educational talks scheduled during
the conference, one on the question of Alliances and (h,
Revolutionary Party presented by Dave Holmes and ;
1alk on The Struggle for Workers Democracy in Eastern
Europe by John MecCarthy. A range of workshops
around different political campaigns and internal tasks
filled out most of the remaining schedule of the fi
conference. A great many messages of greetings, mostly
from Trotskyist parties overseas, were also read to the
conference.

Perhaps the two aspecets of the conference that were
most exciting were the Tasks and Perspectives Report and
the conference rally. Both dealt with the party's
projections. The Tasks and Perspectives Report
presented by SWP national secretary Jim Percy noted the
achievements of the SWP in the previous year, including
involvement in @ great many areas of political work,
successful election campaigns in a number of states and
achievementof a §25,000 fund drive and other internal
goals. But perhaps more exciting were the various
projections the party was going to work to achieve in
1977.

A central projection, that was also a focus of the rally
held on Sunday night, was the establishment of a new
theoretical journal for the party. The SWP has long felt
the need for such a publication but now sees the way clear
of the physical and financial problems associated with
such a project. The journal Socialise Worker was seen as
annn_mpprtnnt addition to the range of Trotskyist

SWP presented by Nita Keig and the other representing
the Political Committee miriority presented by John
McCarthy. The differences on these issues reflected
differences that have existed in the world Trotskyist
movement for the past few vears and which contributed Lo
asplitaway from the SWP (then SWL)in 1972 bya group
who formed the Communist Leaguc.

The eonference was enthusiastic about being able to
register the success of a fusion between the SWP and a
sizeable section of the Communist League in the months

e ly preceding the conference. While differences
Temain. particularly on the level of international
questions, these were not seen as an obstacle 1o a fusion
‘between these groups when substantial agreement existed
on all guestions currently facing the Trotskyist movement
in Australia, :

Al the tme of the conference cx-members of the
Communist League were already playing central roles in
many areas ol the party’s work and contributing Lo the

p ons our is already distributing.

In addition other publishing tasks were projected as
well as the increase of Direct Action, the SWP's
newspaper, to a regular 16 pages. The acquisition of new
phnln!y £ i was also regard. as
essential, All these and other targets were conditional on
achieving a $25,000 party expansion fund drive as well as
a fund drive to support Direct Action of $15,000. At the
conference rally. addressed by John Tully, Marcia
Langion, Alan Pinjen, Lou-Anne Barker, John Mc-
Carthy and Jim Percy and chaired by Peta Stewart, an
extremely  suceessful expansion  drive appeal was
orchestrated by Allen Myers. Pledges and cash to the
value of over $30,750 was raised, going over the party-
building target by some $5.750. The response to- this
appeal was a very concrete expression of the confidence
and enthusiasm generated by the whole conference, and
the belief expressed by all the members and supparters of
the party present that the Socialist Workers Party is a
party with a big future,

May 21-23

The SYA Seventh National Conference is for young people who are
prepared to stand up against the power and privileges of the money bags—
the capitalist class. 1t's a conference for young people ready to fight back
against unemployment and the cutbacks in education. The conference will
be attended by members and supporters of the SY A from right around the
country who are actively involved in all of these struggles

“The erisis confronting youth=a socialist strategy to fight back’ will t'“.m
main topic of discussion. This is the draft political resolution of the SYA
which will be presented to the conference. :

Other sessions of the SYA conference will discuss the world revolution
today-Palesting and South Africa, the tasks of the student movement, and

End the rule of the moneybags

Join the fight for socialism
at the Socialist Youth Alliance
7th National Conference
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Malaysian student mo

young workers and women

and Revolution and the 60th Anniv
T

University-accommodati
weekend) and some pr
accommodation, travel and the confe
national office, PO Box 160, Glebe 2037
Melbourne at 361 Lt Bourke St (phos

Come along to the SY A Seventh National Conference and join the fight
for socialism

Get in touch

To contact socialists in your area. . .

National Office: SWP, SYA, Pathfinder Press—PO Box
151, Glebe 2037. Phone 6602251

Adelaide: 287 Rundle St, Adelaide 5000.
Ph 2234539
Brisbane: GPO Box 1306, Brisbane 4001

Ph 3711611 ext 26 (Grea)

If you would like more information about the Socialist Workers Party or the Socialist Youth Alliance,
radical and socialist literature—get in touch with the addresses below:

Hobart: 14 Mary St, N.Hobart 7000. Ph 345453
Melbourne: 361 Lt Bourke St, Melbourne 3000

Ph 671225
Sydney: 215A Thomas St, Haymarket 2000

Ph 2114764

Australia’s leading
socialist weekly

Subscribe to
Direct Action

Direct Action is the weekly newspaper presenting the
views of the Socialist Workers Party. Each issue reports on
the struggles of workers, women, students, Black pzople
and other oppressed groups. As well Direct Action carries
an extensive international coverage. Radical activists and
socialists can't afford to miss Direct Action. Take out a
subscription and get every issue mailed direct to you

Enclosedis [ 1 $1 for 10 issues of Direct Actioa, | or 20
issues (new subscribers anly)
Enclosed is | | $5 for 6 months of Direcr Action, 1 $10

for 1 year (renewals)

Name

Address

— e PO
Return to: Direct Action, PO Box 151, Glebe 2037




Our party is
your party, too

Socialist Worker presents the views of the Socialist Workers Party.
If you agree with what we say, now is the time for you ta join the
SWP ... THE SWP IS MADE UP OF working people like you. The
maore who join, the better we can fight together for decent living
and warking conditions . . . JOIN THE RANKS OF THE SWP and
help us build a better world for humanity—a socialist world. Write
to: SWP, PO Box 151, Glebe, 2037, for more information,

Join the SWP!

[ ]l want to join the SWP. [ | Please send more information.
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Return to: SWP, PO Box 151, Glebe, 2037




