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With this issuc of Socialist Worker we resume
publication after a long break, The main reason for this
delay has been financial. But we plan to regularise the
appearance of Socialist Worker from now on and two
further issues will appear this year.

Qur fourth issue contains some majar articles. We begin
| E with “Fighting the Fraser Offensive.” This resolution was
t 1 adopted hy the sixth national conference of the Socialist
[ Waorkers Party, held in Sydney in January of this year. At
' this conference the Communist League and the S WP fused
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to form a united Trotskyist party. The resolution thus
represents the views of the new Socialist Workers Party.
This documient gives a clear analysis of the Fraser offensive
and clear prescriptions for the struggle against it.

The resalution is followed by the political report which
was given o the conference by Jim Mellroy, This report
’ updates the resolution by giving an analysis of the last

Federal elections and then goes on to amplify on some of
the points made in “Fighting the Fraser Offensive.”
)
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‘arker is now more than ever the “theoretical
Fourth International in Australia,” This is
since the fusion of the Communist League
lalist Workers Party in January of this year.
] in? together of two previously separate
a8, all the supporters of the Fourth
in Australia are united in a single party, the
rkers Party.

ive-year existence as separale groups, the CL
‘were able to fuse because both stood on the
nd of the Trotskyist program and
‘was a convergence of views on the way
class struggle in this country. This was
ral months of joint work before the

me four months later, we can say
the fusion has been an ungualified

aid the basis for the significant progress

¢ 5 since then. « ;

ation of the Australian Trotskyists is part of an

I“

r9:isyist unification
ws way forward

Mecliroy's comments on the clection refute the facile
excuses for Labor's 1977 loss given by its apologists—on
both the right and the left.

Gordon Adler’s article on the Industrial Workers of the
World in Australia is the first of a regular feature which we
plan to carry in Socialist Worker. “Pages from our radical
past” will gve a brief review each issue of an important
episode in the history of the labor movement in this
country.

The final article in this issue is an extremely important
one. “Socialist Democracy and the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat™ is a resolution of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International, the world Trotskyist organisation.
This resolution not only explains the revolutionary
socialist view on this crucial question, but it aims to elicit
responses and debate on the subject. The United
Secretariat hopes to initiate a broad debate in the labor
movement with the publication of this document. Socialist
Worker welcomes brief comments by readers on this topic.
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Interpational
Fusions of groups supporting the Fourth
International have already taken place, or will shortly take
place,

unification

international
suppaorters

inCanada, Spain, Mexico, and Peru.This newunity -
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Party shows our seriousnc.. |,
dispensable revolutionary wok.,.
s, we are not interested in building 4
apen only to the initiated, but o ..
unites all those who want to fight fr .

Iding the mass revolutionary party, of
iders itself only the essential nuclyy,
ents will take place. Out of the crisis f
forms. for example, many militants wil|
he program of Trotskyismand accept its
they will find the Socialist Worker,
uss these questions through to the end
dely spirit. There are no preconditions
Erous commitment to the cause of

‘Democracy
in NSW ALP

In late April, the right-wing dominated Admini<i-

' revealed quite clearly ia their method of anmor-.. -

m:-mikm&hnwhl:ﬁ

Sydney Morning Herald quoting NSW ALP
T Gracme Richard some time

gang would rather see the Labor Party's internal life
completely stifled than have their own yiews challenged in
any way. The right-wing view is that the party is their
personal property; the rank and file donft have rights, only
the duty to follow orders and keep quiet.

The support that has already been gained for the right of
ALP members lo associate with [Mrect Action and
circulate it within the Labor Party and elsewhere shows
that many party members don't accept the right-wing view

Many party members, ingide NSW and outside, have
signed a petition to the NSW Administrative Commitiss
calling on it to rescind its ban on Direct Action, The recent
NSW Young Labor Counell confere ioe passed a motion,
B0 votes to 20, econdemning the ban.

We urge our ALP readers to support the campaign

against this reactionary ban; by helping to eirculate the
petition; and by moving motions in your ALP or YLA
branch

Had enough unemployment? Had enough
of wage cuts? Enough anti-union laws?
Enough inflation?

Had enough of men saying women
shouldn't work? Enough restrictions on
the right to abortion? Enough of lower pay
for the same work?
gh of second or third-class
p for Blacks and migrants?
gh of uranium o last a lifetime
i short that might be)?
gh peslicides in your food.
e air you breathe, and sewage in

gh of militarism? Enough of
support for dictators?

jh of police spies?

of bureaucrats suppressing
y in China, the Soviet Union—
rade union?

Had enough?

Enough ol Fraser—and of the ALP
leaders who won't fight him?

So have we. The Soclalist Workers Party
is a party of people like you—people who
have had enough. And who are working
together to do something about il, It takes
socialism. Il takes a party. Join us.

{ ) | want to join the SWP,
( ) Send more information.

Name _ S
Address = e
e Y Pheicode s
Return to: PO Box K208, Haymarket 2000,
Or contact the SWPers nearesi you:




| Fighting the
Fraser offensive

Jl:en::;::;l,l:z _’asd'opl.‘ed by the Socialist Workers Party sixth national conference.

The Canberra “coup” of November 11, 1975, ushered in
‘l‘n Australia. While it helped to undermine many of
democracy” in this country, it also emphasised
crisis is inseparable from the
qualitatively in the last deca

anew period of political instability

the myths about parliamentary
0 3 _thai the Australian political and economic
worldwide crisis of imperialism—a crisis which has deepened
de and conlinues to deepen with every year that passes.

The Fall of Labor: Why Fraser was
Brought to Power

The Canberra “coup” of November 11, 1975,
ushered in anew period of political instability in
Australia. While it helped to undermine many of
the myths about parliamentary “democraey™ in
this country, it also emphasised that the
Australian ‘political and economic crisis is
inseparable from the worldwide crisis of
imperialism=-a crisis which has deepened
qualitativelyin the last decade and continues to
deepen with évery year that passes

In this report, we consider the character of the
crisis initiated with the coming to power of the
Fraser government and the direction of the
sharpening ¢lass polarisation now taking place
under the impaet of the most vicious ruling-class
offensive against living and working conditions
since the it Depression. The report sum-
marises and updates-the more cor hensive
analysis in the two documents adopted by the
Socialist Workers Party and the Communist
League carlier in 1977:“The Fraser Offen-
sive: How the Labor Movement Can Fight
Back,” adopled by the SWP at its fifth national
conference i January, and the CL palitical
perspectives document entitled “The Struggle
Against the Capitalist Offensive and 1he Fraser
Government,” adopted at the CL's sixth national
conference 10 April

The ALP ¢ame to office in December 1972 on
a tide of working class militancy, fed by the
radicalisation around the Vietnam War, the
economic doWnturn of 1971-72, and the internal
divisions in Uhe conservative coalition afler 23
years of uninlérrupied rule inthe Fed phere
In 1973 and 1974, considerable wage gains and
other social mprovements were won under the
impact of inflationary boom condition: and a

self-confident working class, The capitalist class
itselfl was split in 1972—significant sections
moved to support & Whitlam victory as
of restoring faith in the system and of carrying
out some much-needed rationalisations which
for various reasons, the Liberal-Country parly
coalition was incapable of undertaking

But the proj
economic
The rece
into its d
quickly demc c
of “peacefully” reforming the capitalist system
The Whitlam government took e
ty to confirm its loyal commitm
the system—an attempled w

was upset by the international
ion which struek in late 1974
ion plunged the Australian economy
forld War 11, and

ery apportun

ttoshoring up

e-price [reeze
referendum in late 1973, economic policies which
merely worsened unemployment rather
protecting jobs
big corporation
scheme aimed 2
struggles of the unions for full compensation for
SOAring prices
the r
showed incre.
defend livi
shifted further and further to the right. The
Hayden cutback Budget of August 1975 was a
last-ditch attempt to regain the confidence of th
bourgeoisie in the ability of the ALP |
limit working class gains and boost p
by that time virtually the entire ruling
determined to throw Labor out—by any meir
necessary-—and install a more direct instrument
of the bosses' will, & new Liberal-National
Country party regime under Malcolm Fraser
The blocking of Laber's Budger by the
conservalive-conirolled Senate and then the
undemocratic domissal of Whitlam by
Guovernor-Ceneral Kerr rogked the Australidn

an

entived to the
dexation

the independent

worsened and work
ng signs of wantingtostruggle
tandards, the Labor government
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cilh; and the ability of Fraser
middle-class  a small-farmer
that the Liberals would solve thei;
lc problems. This victory was nor based
ndamental turn to the right by (he
of the population, but on demoralisa
by the class treachery of the Labor
nt which had failed to defend the
of the workers and their allics against
lass onslaught.
it was brought to power by the ruling
arry out the most concerted and ruthless
of cutbacks, attacks on democratic
ind shift of resources from the public 1o
sector undertaken since the carly
Ihe aim was, and is, to restore profit rates
st the levels of the 19605, andto boost the
itiveness of Australian industry by
real wages and demolishing working
s on a large scale.
hieve this goal, it was necessary to inflict
int defeats on the workers movement.
0 :d_ of Eh:_pasl two years has been that of
ating series of attacks on every area of
mi: beginning with the least organised
c of society such as Blacks, women,
on of l:mgmn!s, and youth, and building up to a direct
‘who  assault on the most militant sections of the trade
union movement itself.

ke
of “Fraser was brought to power b
 gays. or the  the ruling class togcarry It'mi the 2
mm‘mm“’ ~most concerted and ruthless

- campaign of cutbacks, attacks on

democratic rights, and shift of
o r 15i

ckingofthe o1y 19305.” .

; t:t‘mw and catastr
nce of Fraser's “industrial
Hﬂﬁﬁm Bureau), public sp
hed in two horror Budgets, and so

escalal

i

fighting eapahility in a fundamental way, The
Fraser government has been as yet unable to
reestablish the kind of economie recavery which
stabilises the position of capital for a whole
period. In fact, the Australian cconomy con-

. tinues in the doldrums, even more so than its

international trading partners and rivals in the
imperialist camp.

It is this failure by the Fraser government to
achieve its major ohjectives till now which has
created the present dissentin the ruling class over
its performance. With a rapidly growing mass
opposition to the government’s cconomic
policies, including the crisis precipitated by the
decision to proceed with uranium mining and
export, and even the possibility of a return of a
Labor administration at the next election, the
Fraser goverament is in trouble.

We will go on to consider the economic and
political busis of this crisis for the capitalist elass,
and the response of the workers movement tothe
ruling class offensive— both the betrayals of the
labor and unign misleaders and the development
of a fight hack by the more conscious sections of
the working class and its allics.

The FraseféOﬂ‘enslve in 1977

Given its basic strategic goal of massively
redistributing income from the working class to
the capitalist class—a goal which has not
changed markedly in the two years of its rule—
the Fraser government has continued into 1977
the basic direction of its policies of the previous
year. These policies are described in some detail
in the previous political resolutions of the CL
and the SWP.

The most drastic weapon uscd so far by this
gavernment has been the creation of the biggest
pool of unemployment in the post-war era The
Fraser regime has pursued a conscious poligy of
driving up unemployment in order to undereut
worker militaney, 1o enforce labor discipline.
and to provide a reserve army of jobless @8 a
bludgeon against the unions. In addition 1£he
of cutbacks e1c which incr
rastically, the impact of

conscious polic

ed (and particularly sc
being denied the right?
nefits) is an aspect of
erall Lactic for focusing init

Fraser: brought to power by the ruling class to attack workl

and restore business profils.

on the least organised sections of the community
o take the brunt of the first assaults, The
consequence of such a policy in the unemploy
ment area has been the creation of the second
highest level of youth unermployment in the
OECD countries (alter ltaly)—55 per cent of
Australia’s jobless are under 250

This. divide-and-rule tactic has been at the
heart of the Fraser government's approach
throughout. It has been at least partially
successful primarily because of the criminal
failure of the leaders of the working-class
movement to act to defend these weaker sections
under attack, and because of the ability of the
government and the bosscs Lo USE FACISM, S€Xism,
and anti-youth feelings 10 50W further divisions
in the working class.

The combination of the Fraser government’s
policies, the continuing failure of employment to
pick up even in a period of partial “recovery,”
and the onset of severe strugtural problems in
Australian industry (which are causing redun-
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dancies on a massive scale), have created a
Pk Iy ie period for

Australia—"inter 1" levels of loy

ment, and large-scale structural unemployment
on a long-term basis. Especially for large
numbers of youth, women, Blacks, and
migrants, this means a future with no prospect of
Jjobs. It has enormous social and political
implications for the next whale period—a point
which has not escaped some bourgeois commen-
tators and Labor reformists such as NSW
Premier Neville Wran.
_ Capitalism’s “twin evils"—unemployment and
inflation—are insoluble problems for the
Australian ruling class in this period. On the
wages guestion, the government has been
absolutely clear—its major aim is to slash real
wages and boost the share of profits in the
ational income. T Lynch emphasised
this aim again in this year’s Budget,

Already, in the past two years, wa have
bun_fnlhn‘ghyaﬂe-usts percentin rwlti?ﬁs, ie,
relative to inflation. The main instrument of this
has been the Arbitration Commission’s policy of
partial or f‘pl_ntun" indexation.

Even this is not regarded as enough by the
government, Significant political pressure has
been put on the commission 1o tighten up even
further—the possibility of a statutory wage

Past year by government ministers, Neverthel
m_: abject fgilnre of Fraser’s “voluntary™ w:;:
&mrm in Mangs testimony to the limits 1o

sabilityin this area. Only drastic

few. statutory  powers (which were denjed

by popular voteiin the December o
um) can give the government he
capacity to impose a legal freeze on wip.
t the experience of the PASLIWO Veurs |,
underlined again is the key role of the arbitr,,,
systemlin restricting wage struggles, The resii,

tive guidelines around the indexation sy,

have been effective averall. In 1976, 92 PEr cent
of the increase in the adult male wage was o

indexation (94 per cent for the femalc wage)

“Fraser’s political offensive
against the union movement is
twa-pronged. First of all is the
ferocious barrage of lies and
distortions about ‘irresponsible
strikes’ . . . The other aspect .

is to strengthen, step by step, state
powers against the union
movement and industrial action.”

But another aspect of the centralisation of the
ruhng—class offensive under Fraser has been the
Increasingly political character of stru zgle:
around even the most immediate wage demands
€ven on an isolated level. Every wage demand is
Seen as a challenge to the wage frecze. It is met
with the entire propaganda and political ar-
moury of the capitalists—and inereasingly, the

backing of the repressive state machinery

Thus, impartant individoal wape compal gns
the Victorian petrol tanker drivers, the airteaffic
controllers, public  transport  workers, and

electricity workers, for instance— have been met
with'the most severe attacks, including threats of

foree, The same holds for virtually every
important industrial struggle — the Redfern Mail
Exchange Workers, transport  workers  in
Western  Australia, oil  workers, builders
laborers, and so on

Other important indicators of the lengths the
bourgeoisic may be prepared to go are the battle

around Newport power station in Mclbpurne,
and, of course, the developing conlrontation
around uranium

And now, most recently, we have seen Hamer

declare a state of emer in oyer the
pathbreaking Latrobe / trike=the
first time the State’s Fssential Services Agt has
been implemented since its passage in 1948

Premier Hamer correctly described whiat the
Latrobe struggle was all abow when he said
that Victoria was a “battlefield” and added
“There's a cléar desire—an objective il youlike
1o overturn wage indexation and we are @t the
moment in the forefront of that batt

Later he said: “The SEC cannot and will not
grant wage ingreases outside the wage indcxation
guidelines,”

This is the di ma of the ruling class and its
governments{ Ha and Fraser are cooperating
closely in the Latrobe Valley dispute, for
instance). Feonomic necessity dictates that the
tighten, not let up, the
s which has been applied

§ NOW

capitalist
stranglel
for at le

The Latrabe
challenging the indexation guidelines head on. I
they succeeded it would signal a rush of elsims
from wide séetions of the working 5 2
situation for governmentss and
w alike

yower workers were clearly

ears of the Braser
roment policy has

been 1o strengthen the -union
powers. and Lo remol ack Of the
right 1o organise and i beenpart
of a gen affensive aga tic dights
in ever re

Thi dgmocratic assault s @ precondiion
o success offits economic offensive Boditise,
with 2 workifg class used 1o the ides of BSing

living cond ufns over a long period (dur igithe
postwar  boom) and s union mov il
strengihencd @uring that postwar period -

ing people cafl be expected 1o Lake only so Siuch
without significant retaliation
1t s this polential for a massive fight back

which makes the Fraser government's political
offensive so ¥ital (o the ruling class. Every

n to divide the
med allies, 1o isolate

possible measure has (o b
working cluss and ity
the it combative and militant sectors, and to
blunt any ponsible broad struggle by blaming the
the communists
lole biudgers,”

economic crisis on the unions

women, Dlacks, migrants,

students, and 5o on, Scapegoating is the name of
the gami

And this iareflected by the most massive anti
working and red-baiting proj
barrage seen in this country sinece the end of the
Cold War period

Strikes are blamed on “communist union
officials” rkers are attacked for “excessive
wage demands™, “high wages” are supposed to
cause unemployment; thé jobless don't really
want to work, married women are (aking jobs
from men and young people; ete, ete, ete, ad
nauseum

So far, Fraser and the three non-Labor State

back from a direct
abor movement-—such

governments
confrontal
as would no doubt follow from the juiling of
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Smiles all round
class. From left:

ALP leader; and Sir Richard Kirby, a former

at 50th anniversary

Sirdohn Moae! ‘Aﬂllnner ul:CTU a8 union and ALP Iaade.n d

rge Polites,

,execuilive diractar oo et ni; Harold Souter, ACTU secrelary; Bob |
h o:.llilai n-c:mncll of fmpluyars' Feder %

their

with ruling
wke, ACTU
ations; Gough Whitlam, then

]L:'ndxznt _oflﬁc!als Or unionists as a result of an
strial dispute. For ope thing, such a Course

of action would be extremely danperoyg for the
ke a mass Fesponse

ruling class. Ty might
provol
much £reater than the Clarrie O'Shea

o B R o G e
rol of Boj i
Party :'r;1=lr:a:|ehs.wmKE B ko
For another thin
backers have not
political options open to them
room for manoeuvre has p;
ccn_tin]grd Lconomic  erisis),
capitalist class are still relyi
Hawke and his fellow Lahoryl’:fcl?:.lc:r;\z{du%:a ﬂ:
or defuse the growing combativity ofsigniﬁcac1
sections of the working class, 3

12

Esscnually‘ the

Fraser's politi i
5 cal offensive again, i
movement is tw e

move o-pronged. First i
ferocious barrage of lies and disl;ﬁ?(!n:] lb'llsci: hdc
up €onstantly in the capitalisy media ;ahnet
Irsponsible strikes,” etc. This is dc\i.ned tu
muhlllsc_ middle-class and backward w%nrkin (-)
class opinion against the more militant .s:ctiol%
of t_he_“urken movement, and @ cover y lhs
ho!i;s responsibility for the ecofiomic crisgs l:
Appears from opinion polls takenin recent lin:l
thall this ceaseless campaign is having sor::

other aspect of Frasers policy is to

Strengthen. step by step, state POWETs against the
movement and against indiistrial goty
Pethaps the two most import b

ant developments
) nthe formation of
ureau toact as a poli

agaInst the unions, and the .:L‘(:]::

in this process in 1977 have bee
an Industrial Relations
loree

&

monwealth Employees (Employment
Provisions) Act, allowing the government to
dismiss or stand down any public worker
dllegedly affected by a strike, irrespective of
whether the worker is directly involved in the
strike or not!

Both these measures have important im-
plications for the future ability of the govern-
ment to suppress industrial action. They have
nol yet been used by Fraser. Rather measures
like these are part of the preparaiion for more
decisive battles yet to come.

This campaign of stepped-up repression has
involved close collaboration between the Fraser
government and the three non-Labor State
governments—the Court, Bjelke-Petersen, and
Hamer regimes. Each of these State governments
has played a particular role in testing the ground
for Fraser and the ruling class in different areas
of the class struggle.

At present, the Bjelke-Petersen government
has shown especial willingness to suppress civil
liberties—most notably with its ban on political
street marches. This is a product partly of the
specific situation in Queensland, with the abject
weakness of the ALP and trade union
leaderships,~ and the character of the
Queensland National Party and its premier. But,
more importantly, it fits in closely with the
national goals of the ruling class, which seeks
continually te probe weaknesses in the organisa-
tion of the workers movement and its allies, and
to push demoecratic rights and living standards
inexorably back.

In Western Australia, in Jung, the Court
regime tried to jail 21 pickets involved in a
Transport Workers Union dispute—once again,
as a kind of test case to see if another
fundamental union right could be struck out
This attempl was stopped by the large-scale
mobilisation of transport workers and their
supporters, especially in the maritime trades

In several States, we have scen challenges to
the closed shop, and attempts, as in Broken Hill
through the Latham case to break union
solidarity. In each case, the capitalist class has
been willing to push disputes to the brink of
confrontation, without actually provoking an
all-out confligt. Such has also been the case in
Victoria with the long-standing battle around
Newport and, most recently, the Latrobe Valley.
This reflects the continuing unstable equilibrium
in the class struggle generally.

With the three Labor State governments
largely standing by and allowing the Fraser
offensive to proceed without major challenge,
the way is being opencd for even more Severe
threats to basic union and democratic rights in
the coming year.

The ruling class faces a number of severe
tactical problems at this time. There are growing
divisions on some basic issues, including the
future course and/or prospects of the Fraser
government

These problems are partly sconomic and
partly political, with the two, of course, being
closely related. In Malcolm Fraser the
bourgeoisie felt they had found a Liberal leader
who could resolve the leadership crisis of the
major Australian capitalist party—and hence, of
a coalition government. At the same time, tha
rulers of this country are mindful of the lessons
of the Heath Tory government in Britain which
was brought down to a considerable extent by
over-playing its hand against the miners.

“The role of the ALP and trade
union leaderships has been vital to
the ability of the Fraser
government to attack working
class wages, conditions, and
democratic rights over the whole
period since the coalition came to
power.”

In carrying out the most brutal anti-working
class drive in over 30 years, with the ever-present
danger of causing a mass response which the
Labor fakers will be unable to control, the
coalition parties are bound to face policy
divisions about how far and fast to proceed.
Already, there have been open disagreements
and even defections, on both the “left” and the
“right.”

Firstly, there was the resignation of Don
Chipp to form his Australian Democrats—
essentially a revival in a new form of the
Australia Party concept of the early 1970s (ie, a
“centre” party, neither Labor nor Tory —but, of
course, a small-"|" liberal capitalist party
through and through). It is ilmparlam to note
that support for the Australian Democrats is
largely derived from middle-class and even small
capitalist elements dxsenchamled with the harsh
and seemingly ineffective policies of Fraser.

But it is noteworthy that any growth of this
force is largely, again, testimony to the dg[aui[ of
the ALP leaders who have totally failed to
advance a class alternative to Fraser. (.‘1_14\;:—
quently, as in the past, the pelit bourgeoisie is left
floundering in the middle. Only an aggressive
fight back by the labor movement can draw
significant layers of the middle classes into an
alliance with the working elass —on the terms of

13



the working class. (For the Social Democrats
and Stalinists, the alliance is to be made the other
way around') . £ .

On the other hand, resignations by two Liberal
backbenchers in October have emphasised
that some sections of the ruling class would like
Fraser to hoe in even harder than at present.
The split over the referendums in the middle of
the year, the expulsion of two liberal MLAs in
Victoria, the divisions between the Liberal and
National parties in Queensland and elsewhere,
are also products of friction over policy as well as
‘over special interests.

The recent evolution of the Cattlemen's
Association may signal the start of a break-up of
the hegemony of the NCP over small farmers.
The severity of the rural economic crisis has hit
small farmers particularly hard. Many
thousands are being driven into bankruptcy.
For perhaps the first time on a wide scale,
sections of these farmers are blaming not the
unions, but increasingly, big business, the Fraser
government, and even the NCP itself for their
problems. This is potentially an important
political development which could—with correct
leadership from the labor moVement—lead to an
alliance between workers and small farmers.
Naturally enough, no such leadership is coming

the present Labor tops.

On the cconomic front, there are strong and
growing tactical disagr , OVEr monetary
policy, interest rates, the degree to which cuts in
public spending should be increased or else

her stimulus given to the economy through
selective boosts to the public sector, etc, etc,
’.Aﬂﬂ. of course, these disagreements reflect the
.::;o“f the ::'!'-i““ﬂd lag of the Australian
ch:’:? hind other major imperialist

of the Stalinists and the Labor “left” through the

o uE_cnnnm:: Program analysis.)
PG policies, naturally, only serve to store up

urther future trouble for the capitalist class.
making Australian industry legs internationally
competitive than ever. (A recent study suggested
that, with New Zealand, Australia already has
the most highly protected secondary industry in
the imperialist world) Pro-“restructuring”
forces such as those represented by the Industries
Assistance  Commission and the Financial
Review never tire of reminding Fraser of this fact
(at least until the government had the IAC
hobbled recently.)

14

Australia and the International
Economic Crisis

Trends in the international imperialiy
economy merely promise more prablems for (1.
Australian capitalist class, and the Fras.,
government in particular, in the coming year

Following the weak recovery experienced by

the major capitalist economies over the |y
couple of years, there are now increasing
forecasts of a further recession for 1978. Such
predictions are in accord with the general
analysis of the current economie period made by
the Fourth International —that we have entere
a long period of downturn characterised by low
Or even negative growth rates, punctuated by
slumps followed by ever weaker recoveries. The
bam_‘_iﬂf this crisis is the re-emergence of (he
classical contradictions of capitalism on a new
scale after the 25-year “boom” issuing from the
Second World War.
_ The signal for this new period was the
international recession of 1974-75—the first
coordinated world recession since the war. The
basu:. problem for the Australian bourgeoisic is
that it suffered from the effects of that recession
perhaps more than most of its international
trading partners and competitors.

“The ACTU has done nothing to
defe;nd the most oppressed
se!:tmns—Blacks, women,
migrants, and youth who have
suffered worst under the Fraser
offensive.”

In the recent period, we have see i £
emerge for the Australian ruling clz:; T::T:n:
Increasing weakness of the Australian dollar
Which has forced the Fraser government 1o scck
massive loans overseas. (This is ironical when
one considers that the Whitlam Bovernment was
:.r;ugh: down partly on the excuse of the so-

ed “loans affair” in 1975, The trouble was

that ﬁ:‘, Labor government wanted to borrow
E:zol;‘-b d\srepulabkle" Arab soul‘een\’hand not the

0y network™ us, il
- m it ed by the Liberals today

1§ crisis - withi
a5 S0

& on the one hand United States o
£conomic hegemony has been d-f;oye; %';‘:::
fise of Japan, West Germany, etg, as indi
Powers in the 1960s and 1970s, the US rul
class has attempted to strike back by econom
measures (begun by Nixon in 1971) aimed at

Anti-uranium demonstration, Melbourne, March 31,

improving if§ position relative to the rest of the
imperialist World. This onset of a new inter-
imperialist fivalry has merely intensified the
contradictions of the capitalist world, and led to
severe economic problems for most of the
advanced capitalist countries (not to mentionthe
staggering growth of debt, etc, being experienced
by the semicelonial world) i

As reported in the October 10, 1977, issue of
Intercontinental Press, “Some of the weaker
imperialist countries are also plagued by lagging
exports and an increasing burden of debt
required to finance the goods they buy abroad
The London Economisi of September 10 points
out that the trade balances of thirteen ‘smaller
industrial countries’ [which include Australia]
*have looked sicker and sicker.’

“ *Naturally,’ the magazine says, ‘some of the
unlucky 13 (such as Norway, Iceland, Portugal)
were worse hit than the others . but they
were all in the red.’

“The Econemist concludes

“A[f they gould see a world economy Which
would exp:-and them out of their deficits, thenthe
$mall OECD countries would doubtless be

lappy to hang on for the ride. But they cannol.

they seem set on a course of devaluatiomand
deflation.’ " | )

Clearly, Fraser and Lynch have been puting
their hopes on just such an “exporf=led
recovery. Buteurrent trends \\oul!J seem to make
their expectations extremely optimistic

One important consequence ol this tighter
world economic period is the increasiig rrend o

1978.“Land rights, not uranium mining"” was prominent theme of action.

protectionism  as  the various national
bourgeoisies move to defend their own economie
interests against overseas competition. This is
epitomised by the world crisis in steel, leading to
massive overproduction and unemployment
problems. (The present crisis of BHP should be
seen in this context—not just as a domestic

question.} ;

The combination of this protectionist drive
and the general downturn in world trade has
contributed to sharpening conflict beiween
Australia and its major trading pariners, g,
strong exchanges with Japan over beel and
sugar, conflict with the European Economic
Community over agricultural produce, ete This
general situation has also led to friction between
the Fraser government and the governments ol
the ASEAN countries of South-East Asia which
want an evening out of their trade imbalances
with Australia

One important innovation by the Fraser
regime is the turn 10 so-galled “wramium
diplomacy.” Fraser and Anthony clearly see
uranium exports as a vital weapon in their
pressure for trade concessions, eg, in relation to
Japan and the EEC. This is a major impetus for
the coalition in their rush taimplement mining
and export of uranium Failure to carry out this

policy would be a significant setback to their

entire economic strategy. ]

The structural crisis of Australian m
ruring indusiry is gelring worse As tarifls goup,
inefficiency increases. Both ALP and Liberal-
NCP leaders support “restructuring in princi-
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ple.” But neither can break from protectionisim

in the short term. (As of
capitalist opinion represented by the Financial

Review keep asking, when does the short term
end and the long term begin?)

This is storing up further long-term trouhle,
and accentuating the severity of “restructuring”
when it 1s forced onto the ruling class by events.
Moreover, even the famed projected “mining
boom™ may not be the great event it is cracked up
to be. For example, the Melbourne Age of
October 12 reported a speech by A.H. Parbo, the
chairman of one of Australia’s largest mining

corporations, Western Mining Corporation, in

which he forecast gloom for the mineral industry

for the next few years. He said that since June he

had discounted foregasts of a new minerals boom

{:si a;::nd the corner—and that events since
en tended to support t -

4 ppi he slow-growth

“Some forecasters consider that we are
entering a new downturn in the world economic
cycle, while others see a temporary break in
continuing recovery. Whatever the explanation,
there is presently unused productive capacity in
virtually all minerals,” he said.

He added, in line with the statements of many
employers, as well as Féderal Zovernment

I

Inde_"_. that the problem of regaining |,
petitiveness on world markets “is pert,.
niost important economte issue facing A,
toddy.” This is the basic dilemma of the ),
class right now, and has beena motor force of (|
Fraser government’s offensive from the o,
when it first came to office. That problcim i .1,
very far from being solved, and there lics the (1,
both for Fraser, and for the employing |
How ean it be overcome? This is a key quew.,
for 1978.

Ifaworld recession occurs in 1978, Franer o,
be in deep trouble as his policies rely o
continuing world upturn. More omina.,
some commentators are warning of even mor
dire events: New York Senator Jacob Javits. i,
instance, is reported in the New York Time, .,
ugla Senate Banking Committee hearing on

Al gust 29 of “worldwide depression in two o
threeyears” unless steps are taken now to shor
up the international economic system.
“S_Q_ch a depression,” he added, “could la41 -
long s the last depression of the 19305 and
y even longer, because, obviously, in 1k
age of atomic warfare, we cannol expect to haye
the War-led recovery that occurred then,”
Atithe very least, such warnings raise the
possibility of a new recession in this country in

1978, This prospect also deepens divisions in the
Australian ruling  clas ¥

forward-looking sect
the possibility of
the only way to head ofla mas e xplo
an increasingly unpopular L-NCT ¢

I'he danger of another Labo

be. s before, its impetus |
workers and their allics
gavernment, under eithe
control sueh an upsurge? I
necessity for a more open “u
formalised “trade-ofl.” on the B

ther Labor g

might then become predominar 1Hi% ca
the relationship of forces with Lbas

movement would be cru
Hawke would be teste

“The Fraser regime has pursued 4
conscious policy of driving up
unemployment in order to
undercut worker militancy, to
enforce labor discipline, and to
provide a reserve army of jobless
as a bludgeon against the unions.

There are no
The likely worse
1978, and a furihe
will deepenthe po
government and
necessity forev
class and iy of
the temporary turn

Leadership crisis of the workers
movement

The role of the ALP and
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b ed b
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i complete ¢

yireaueracy, and the
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On unemployment, the ALP and
union bureaucracy have both been
criminally in default. . . . the
failure to take any action (o
prevent unemploymeni zoOming
to five, and more, per cent of the
workforce is a historic betrayal




AVE
JOoBS

Keep industry

Authorised by The Metal Industry Unions

HERE

Protectionist nﬂékcr put oul by metal unions.

indexation decision, the ACTU executive has
invariably warned that indexation was finished.
But the unions have continued to remain
overwhelmingly within the indexation
guidelines. Only in specific cases, and largely in
isolation so far, have particular groups of
workers taken action to break out of the wage-
freeze stranglehold of the Arbitration Commis-
sion. However, especially in the latter half of this
year, a number of very important struggles
around wages have occurred, reflecting the
development of a growing restiveness among a
large section of the working class, and a new
determination to fight among important layers
of the labor movement. v
This is a result of the increasing bite of the
wage culs over two years, and the more
noticeable effects on living standards, and even
such uraditional spurs to wage struggle as
compression of relativities, after a long period of
plateau indexation. However, as in the Latrobe
Valley power workers’ dispute, Hawke and the
union leaders generally have sought to direct
such struggles into arguments on “anomalies,”
rather than to generalise the question to a head-
on challenge to the whole concept of the
indexation guidelines.
Again, the unions have taken no action against
two years of “horror Budgets"—each of which
slashed deeply into spending on education,
public works, funds for Blacks, women,
migrants, and youth, housing, and social services
generally. With the demolition of Medibank, it
seems that a high proportion of the social gains
made under three years of Labor have now been
taken back. In the face of this massive attack on
the “social wage,” the labor movement has done
virtually nothing. The ACTU has done nothing
to defend the most oppressed sections— Blacks,
women, migrants, and youth—who have suf-
fered worst under the Fraser offensive.
By this means, the labor bureaucracy have
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allowed further divisions within the working
class and between the workers and their allies to
be fostered.

As for the ALP leadership, it too has
capitulated completely before the ruling-class
attacks. Instead of posing a class alternative,
Whitlam, Hayden, and the rest have accepted the
basic premise of the Fraser offensive—that the
economic crisis necessitates a ent in living
standards for the mass of the population—and
have limited themselves to aoffering mild

“Support for protectionism has
emerged as a dangerous,
widespread trend in the labor
movement, including in the
traditional ‘left wing.’ It will have
to be fought down the line to
defeat national chauvinism and
promote proletarian
internationalism.”

criticisms of Fraser's policies. For instance, the
basic criticism of Fraser’s Friedmanite assault on
social spending from the Labor leadership has
E:en[uramlld dose of Keynesian reflation - ic. a
recovery” based on mo b :

oo R derately  increased

Of course, such measures offer ng solution to
thg Mmassive problems of unemployment and
rising prices undercutting real which are
the central problems for the workingpeople. But
the _Lplnor leaders are merely interested in
regaining the confidence of the capitalist class (or
at least a sizeable section of it) for “another
BO" at government. The only on both

Whitlam and Hayden have drawn from the
experience of 1972-75 is that Labor went “too
far, too fast™
The central problem facing revolutionary
socialists and preventing the advance of the
workers movement in this country is the
continued hegemony of Social Democratic
Laborism within the working class——both
politically and industrially. The ALP and its
industrial wing are a roadblock on the pathtoa
socialist transformation of Australia
This truth has been sharply underlined in the
past two years—following the failure of refor-
mism in government, and its failure to fight to
defend itself after November 1975. But ﬂ'_lc
course of the last two years has seen changes in
the labor movement and a deepening of the crisis
of leadership of the working class ona new scale
The 1977 ALP conference in July and the
ACTU congress in September (representing 50
years of the ACTU) showed up this developing
erisis well, The ALP conference stepped further
backwards on a whole series of policies—not
Jeast being the historic decision to formally ditch
'a commitment to full employment, a watering
down of the Socialisation Objective, and
adoption of a general go-slow policy. At the
same time, the adoption of a moratorium policy
on uranium was a step forward. It was the best
indication of another trend in the labot
SMmovement -toward a radicalisation of the ranks
" and toward increasing demands that labor takea
stand on this and other vital issues

Perhaps the September congress of the ACTU
best showed where things stand in the union
movement today. It clearly marked a new stage
in the long retreat of the union bureaucracy
before the ruling-class offensive. It represented a
consolidation of a “right-centre” bloc in control
of the ACTU, represented by the Bob Hawke-
John Ducker collaboration which dorinated the
congress. Every suggestion of action, no matter
how modest, was knocked down by the executive
and hence the congress. And on the central issue
of debate, uranium, Hawke again won the day
for a dangerous, do-nothing policy of abstention
which merely left the union movement disunited
in the face of Fraser’s drive to mine and export at
any cost.

“The combination of this
protectionist drive and the general
downturn in world trade has
contributed to sharpening conflict
between Australia and its major
trading partners . . . "~

But, at the same time, the debate on uranium
showed just how deeply the labor movement is
split on this question, and how widespread is the
feeling from the ranks against the mining and
export of this dangerous material

anyone who is Interested in socialism and
wants to know how il can come about.

tralian economy,
:;::nsive of the bosses and the Fraser
government againsl working-class living
standards, and the failure of the Labor Party
and the ACTU leaders 1o mount a real

Towards a Socialist Australia is a book for

k lays bare the crisis affecting the
i b the concerted

and living

defence of workers' rights
slandards.

Towards a Socialist Australia argues thaI:
a fighting socialist program Is necessary .
working people and thelr alllfs are to aver
the consequences of cap s decay—
and it provides such a program.

hfinder
170 pp, $2.95. Order from Pat
Press, pl’po Box K208, Haymarket 2000
(postage Iree).
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However, two years of open treachery by the
ALP and ACTU tops have had their effects.
Hawke's ability to pose as a “left-winger” has
been virtually completely destroyed. He is now
almost universally seen as a broker between the
bosses and the workers. This has helped to create
a feeling of distrust for himamong wide layers of
militants and the beginnings of a search for
alternatives.

The Rank-and-File Response:
Beginnings of a Fightback

The overthrow of the Labor government and
the coming to power of Fraser caused a massive
upsurge among workers and the oppressed,
particularly among youth. While the tempo of
the radicalisation of the last two years has varied
al different times, while there have been defeats
as well as high points in this process of buildi

1

Amb'ng working people generally, and ey,
among sections of the middle classes, there i«
increasing hostility to the austerity, high u;
employment, and antidemocratic policies of 1h,
Fraser regime. This is shown by the opinion polls
(although the failure of the ALP to fight has led
1o a swing back to the conservatives in the pas
couple of months). Even the capitalist media arc
carrying the message that the Fraser government
is not being successful with its economic policics

The last six months or so has seen a definite
increase in  workers' strugeles, particularly
around wages, but also around jobs and other
issues, The Victorian petrol tanker drivers, the
air traffic controllers, public transport workers,
andnow the Latrobe Valley powerworkers have
been the most publicised of these struggles on
WARE guestions.

i

an opposition to the Fraser government and its
offensive, it has been a continuing development.

ACTU president Bob Hawke: a broker between
the bosses and the workers.

“Hawke's ability to pose as a ‘left-
winger’ has been virtually
completely destroyed. He is now
almost universally seenas a broker
between the bosses and the
workers.” B

But there have also been battles against lay-
offs by car workers, around the shorter workir;g
week by Redfern postal workers, and so on. In
addition, we have seen determined struggles by
transport workers in WA against the attempt to-
Jail pickets —resulting in a retreat by the Court
‘1’:""_:“‘," gﬂo\:mmm. Similarly with the case of

ani ckers i
Za%lir in Queensland. % - weslis
se struggles, when they
have been despite lhe'roie:(th{' e
mOst cases—most notably in the
Unfortunately, the relative

campaigns has so far been s, :
by Hawke and his colles '-llfﬂ.ﬁufully achieved

There is not as yet any organised iti
on a wide scale 1o the g Ha it che
union tops. The |:legllll’;;l'!’l;iU g
of shop stewards in the . Latr

q rds in Valley. for
instance, and in similar cases ire
:p:usil_:lonai feeling is still lar) u\;::r:n-niTs:és
nd still largel ained .
* P;n;.g ¥ contai poli cally by the
_In fact, a sizeable degree of p i
tionto the Labor fahngw{‘ﬁ P l(‘aur;ldml-
has done to an extent) inside the ranks of th)e'
ALP. The ALPS icy on wranium, for
instance, was prompted by the verwh:ll‘lhg
OPposition to uranium mining in the branchesin

almost every State. While the influx of young
" people especially intothe ALP and Young Labor
after 1975 has possibly receded somewhat with
" the betrayals of the Labor leaders inthe pasttwo
years, there are still thousands of youthful
“radicals, including young workers and students,
" who are interested basically not in backing
‘Whitlam or Hayden but in defending the
interests of the labor movement,

There is a degree of openness to radical and
ocialist ideas, and a questioning of the policies
and role of the leaderships, which provides the
basis for oppositional politics to make headway
in the next period. i

Soan

Response among the allies of the
working class

i Among women and Blacks, it hastakenalong

| time for the initial shock of Fraser's offensive to

‘be overcome, following a period of moderate

* gains under the Labor government. We are now

‘only beginning to see the beginnings of organisa-

on toward a political response to the Fraser
tacks.

" Women have suffered badly in the last two

years as the ruling class try to force them back

ut of the workforce and into the home again.

S They are being blamed for both unemployment

iand inflation by Fraser and his reactionary
‘backers.

' One indication of the beginning of a quest for

‘ways to fight back was the success of the

S Working Women's Charter Conference this year

following the successful initial working

women's conference in 1976, Women are looking

for a method of fighting the attempts Lo victimise
them, and want to find a means of winning
support for their demands within the labor
movement. The adoption of a Warking
Women's Charter at the ACTU congress in
September was one sign that the demands of
women are \l;uhng to make an llTlpdCl in the
affairs of the unions—although there is stll a
long, long way to go on this.

“Women have suffered badly in
the last two years as the ruling class
try to force them back out of the
workforce and into the home
again. They are being blamed for
both unemployment and inflation
by Fraser and his reactionary
backers.”

The stepped-up threat to abortion through the
Hunt committee move to take abortion off
Medibank, and the blockage of the abortion
repeal bill in NSW, are a further challenge to the
women’s movement, indicating that further
attacks are undoubtedly in the pipeline.

The most notable response among Blacks,
following the severe cuts in government spending
on Black programs and other setbacks under
Fraser, has been a new rise in the land rights
struggle and the establishment of Land Counc ils
in several States and territories. Blacks have also

Fiaht. Worsns appress

WOMEN
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Australlan Democrals' leader Don Chipp.

This is cansequence number th

. This ree of Fi &

big win on December 10. D
These incidents are only some i di

al labor movement even more heav),
defensive following Labor's disastry,
in the elections.

is one side of the political reality (acing ..
378 and a very harsh oné it is too. But it is b,
‘means the whole of the reality. And, .
rxists, we are obliged to carefully consider a/|

; 1 would like to ana]ywe_ the main lessons of the
, and consider what pointers they give 10
uture, and what changes in the political
tion will occur, or be hastened, by the

election result. In doing so, I would point to the
obvious fact that the election is the one major
event not accounted for in the written political

which is before us today—and for the
:g;la:]; obvious reason that the resolution was

| last ©ctober, before the election had even
been called. g

Election result '

In lity, 1 don't consider the result of the
election in any way contradicts themajor themes
oft]ﬂs r;sohnmn. Onthecontrary, it gives added
emphasis to them.(If Labor had won, on the
:ﬂmr. hand. we would have been in a rather

ifferent  position, having to reassess our

proje‘fuogs fairly extensively. Bu, true to our

ALP Social Demoerats’ form as the historic

major organisers of working class defeats in this

up till now, we don't have that problem
B

t we do have to explain is what happencd

indicators of the harsh fact that 1978 is goi
. 18
be a grim year _‘l'ur working people, the pg::nﬁl::
the oppressed in Australia. This realitymusl‘ give

NEW impetus to the reactionary ruling-class

offensi i i
g ve we have experienced in the past two
Precisely what form new attacks wil ¥
1978 we cannot predict exactly. But wur;:::;:
_ready!.o confront a variety of new moves and the
:gnlemﬁcalmn of established ones to drive down
iving and working conditions, slash sogial
w:;?ﬁr:t and[ruuic( democratic rights,
is nof i
- mdu,lp F“_y‘!hal Fraser w:’u not pm-;
collaborate with the ALP and trade uni
misleaders in carrying out these usnnlt‘:f I;:l“:;:
salient fact is that Fraser's hand has been
strengthened n the initial instance. To a certain
extent, in the short term at least, his ruling-class
entics have been silenced by the government's
5‘3 dqunon win. Fraser is now, for the time
being. in a siranger position than he was last year
to carry out the centralised co-ordination of this

defeat and why, and wh
€ \:er:o::‘ﬂnw from it _fnr_., 3 1:u\.rcu"l::erae:'
m‘ o whole and fm: lh:gvulutiomiy-
ﬁmmember that Direct Action| Militant
o oq(nne‘?fm)l'mmpasu L one point the
g_iealdnh:::;k LABOR CAN-\&!!" Were we
g o ah
ct, | rather liked the idea
cover headiine for the. sen .-Iha( our last

immediately Sl ; the issue
something like: pollshould h

or .“N(;n:g%e‘“"".w THEST EW:;?I;E?‘

threw tk : . the Labor Party

‘mwing;':mumwm Labor

a reasonable f won if the ALP had putin

i campaign in their
M‘,Tm at least that the result
e 1 widely pred would have
ol of seats for Fraser and a big
(and consequently for the
rking class). &

{

ious to win: Firstly, because they feared
in a situation of continuing
., and sccondly, because they
anted to get Whitlam out and Hayden in.
Now, we have repeatedly stated in the past that
re were ne basic political differences between
WWhitlam and Hayden. But it is true that by
Yemoving him and installing Hayden, rether
th a new right-wing dominated leadership
Mcross the board, the way is opened for an even
ore openly eapitulationist and pro-big business
ourse by the ALP in the immediate future. I'll
y more on the developments in the Liberal
rty a little later
But let's consider the election result more
Blosely. The coalition has been returned with less
han 10 seats fewer than 1975 (I'm not sure of the
ot final tally). Labor’s vole was only 40 per
Bnt-it's lowest ever-a truly disastrous showing!
The coalition’s overall vote is down too -from
percent in 1975 to 48 percent this time. Most
this (and Labor's loss) went to Don Chipp’s
Australian Democrats, a new factor in the
onal politieal scenc.

Australian Democrats

B he Australian Democrats are a dongerous
Bvelopment far the workers' movement in this
untry. As a small-l “liberal” capitalist party
mparable 1o the Liberal Party in Br 1, the
Stralian Democrats are a diversion from class
ties and provide a vehicle for the channeling
he petit hourgeoisie, as well as white collar
professional sections of the working class,
jay from the Labor Party. Thisisa fundamen-
lly backward step in the national political

In some of its policies, notably the opposition

Wranium mining virtually the Australian
oerats’ only widely known policy the
cially

tralian Democrats have laken d suf

ve stand. But when we cons
B overall program. as advanced by on
p in his campaign specch. we {ind the same
orking class basis as 1or the 1iberals
elves.

Buccess Bf the Australian Democralxgii

mber 10 poll (about ten per el of the
fndicates the complexity of the currel
flical situation, Chipp won many soles (ram
il businesspeaple and betier-ofl workifig
and professional clements on the basis of &
ion aingt the harshness ol the Frasgr
Australian 1 mocruls antE

. on the
um policyyand so on
pect ol the situation
That is, there is widespread disenchantment

| the austerity policies of Fraser and his gangs
But Chipp also won 2-3 per cent of the Labaf

We shouldn’t forgel

vole-on the basis of the failure of the ALF 1o
present a fighting alternative to the Liberals
This siphoning off of a social layer which must be
won to the cause of working class palitics by this
petit-bourgeois “protest” party 15 a negative

development-and a deep indictment of the
treachery, the cravenness, the ahject
capitulationism of the official ALP leadership.

The middle classes will always waver between the
working class and the monapoly capitalist €lass
and only a strong, class-struggle palicy by the
workers' mavement can win them to its side
For us on the one hand, and the Social
Democrats and their Stalinist allies on the other
the task in relation to these floating strata are
quite different. They want to forge an alliance
based on @ petit-bourgeois program of class

“ . . . the Australian Democrats
are a diversion from class
politics and provide a vehicle for
the channeling of the petit
bourgeoisie, as well as white collar
and professional sections of the
working class, away from the
Labor Party.”

collaboration. We, on the other hand, wanl to
build a strong, united workers’ movement which
will draw the middle class and some small
business elements into an alliance on the lerms of
the waorking class-by it wious strength and
determination to win the class batile

This debate is at the heart of the vigorous
now opening up before
Paradoxically, the

programmatic struggle
us in the labor movenient
abjeet failure of Social Demoeracy underlined
on December 10, provides further opening lor
revolutionary-socialists, i, the Trotskyist forces

1o intervene and win recruits and influence inthe
lahor movement in the next perind. More on this
later,

Sure road lo defeat

What did the election result show ab
current political situation in Australia’
all, the method of cr wwling 10 the boss
adopted by the Labuor fakers 18 & sure rc
defeat for the workers IF ovement

The ALP's campaign policiggwere pitiful eve
by Labor standards. 1he payroll wx abolition
(whatever the nature of thE tax atsell) was
essentially aimed al apracting big business ‘md‘
{he withdrawal of 1 vnch's so=called "tax culs
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When ‘advertisement
claiming that the ALP was taking money from
the pockets of working people and givingit to big
companies, ldﬂn\hwwk}hqrtohmﬂr.

despite this, we were nor wrong |
Labor win as the ca;

mrewL ay their chance by their &

ﬂb';jhi‘h'w"u!'phyedmhhr\pcﬁ
record-when unem 2
perod 1974-75) Pleynek T
every palicy point, Whitlam and (
retreated. They came out against full ,,,2

indexation. They refused to put forward effective |

measures Lo create jobs in
played the uranium .uh.,-‘ﬁu “mmm{,,“,'a
ampaign. M , the whole i
2imed at demobilising Labor supporters. i
public meetings were held, and those that were
::Elli:ﬂhpnblmd.mmmmm
ke sclling s0ap powder-in the hands of an
VErtising agency. The tone of the campaign
was set right from the start when it waslaunched
1o & usually, in a place like the Blackiown
oven Hall ina working class area of Sydney, but
ydney Opera House, in a performance

- mass movements around uranium
by the massive October 22 action.
berties campaign in Brisbane. the he
nfflllc Latrobe Valley strikers <ho
eservoir of combativity that exists in
of the class and its allic

post<lection statement by the Naric
o e Commiin Py o AL
front-page
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. Deception won the o,

article, under the

£s of Tooking afie
social needs.”
E “Unfortunately
ing for soci

1, “The Party faces
n" in Jocalitics, ma

From Class Society to

Communism

By Ernes! Mandel

What are the economic roots of soclal inequality?
Where do profils come from? How did the modern labor
movement develop? Why Is a socialist revolulion
necessary lo liberate the working class? How does
bureaucracy develop In the labor movement? Whal is
the nature of states such as the USSR, China, and thosa
in Eastern Europe? How would a society managed by
the workers run itself? What is the role of the
revolutionary party? What are the scientific methods of
Maxism—dialectical and historical materlalism?

From Class Soclety to Communism is a
comprehensive yet simply writlen book that gives clear
answers 1o these questions,

180 pages, cloth $10.50, paper $4.50. Order from:
Pathfinder Press, PO Box K208, Haymarket, 2000
{postage iree).

s the kind of analysis one

. . the basis of the Labor
Party’s approach has been virtual
acceptance of the basic premise of
Fraser and the ruling class
offensive—'that the economic
crisis necessitates a cut in living
standards for the majority of the
population.” ”

but on scientul
We  know

that Labor’s treachery
pot only n this of CAmpaign bul over a
period of many years. contributed most impor

tantly 10 this defeat
According 10 a post-clection editorial n the
27
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Svdney Morning Herald, the election wab A rate debate within the ranks of the ALp e has to be joking! What has been grand 1 would like to run through the main points in

, bt 41, i ¥ . i fthe record of the Whitlam years, Ridingto  the resolution before us to refresh comndes’
e il x“‘;}‘:m‘ (Tre'gpu?:;:ié:n i;:‘é‘:—;z“::géh;twa(};m;:’:{g;lT} ‘l‘U.‘-IH. on the backs of an anti-Vietnam war  memories, and then proceed to look st some of
seem to agree with this analysis) B g Gi BRI, - cader ang jement he did everything to knife, not to  the major political questions facing s A% We g0
could l?tfl.ll‘t‘{!_el' ity 5 ;- ¥ lc1lr.clta_s Deputy Leader in the Sena ld, Beginning a program of moderate into 1978

1 c::.'nmahf:‘b why !'tIE"'CT a'!l ";:fu:;i ¢ aIJIr:E 01 “Tef‘:lz'dely R for . orms, but dropping them under the impact of The resolution begins with a seetion ™ The Fall
e o e e el Lt Ll Qiraanis b . Worldwide recession. Refusing to fight in  of Labor: Why Fraser Was Brought to Pawer.”
L AR T e UUEEG L e BRI Of the “ne,, imber 1975, and then leading Lahor to It explains the upsurge which carried Labor into
reforms of the 1972 period were put in

mothballs.

No. the election was a defeat for Soeial

Democracy, not socialism.

According to the Stalinists, socialists should
“dig m,” go underground for the long haul to
socialism. I think we should take precisely the
opposite approach: now is the time to “launch
oul” in a massive propaganda offensive for
socialism.

I take great heart from a survey published in
The Ausiralianshortly before the election
showing voting intention by age. It showed a
remarkably high majority support for Labor

The o
nlﬁmx

N axis) means an even more consery
an before (if such a thing is possible)

can help it along the way at ull.

in the leadership of the ALP (the Haydc,,

right may be consolidating itself in ),
machine, temporarily al least. But 1 don'
K the rank and file in the ALP branches 4,
EOINg to like it. Now is the chance for a big fig),
tobegin in the ALP. Idon't say it will, but it i1l

opportunity for presenting the socialist
tive must be seized with both hands. We
0W in a good positiontosay: “Look where o
=wing line has led Labor. Into disaster. 1.

r in December 1977

draw up gquite a different balance sheet of
ast period than the apologists for the Labor
And now is the time to make that balance
“and, moreover, (o present it 1o the most
ised gections of the working class and its
jes, urging them to learn from that experience
jid take the revolutionary road

aracter of period

ck for a
s of our

AL this point I would like to s
e and argue for the general corre

government in December, 1972, supported by a

“On every policy point, Whitlam
and Co retreated. They came ouf
against full indexation. They
refused to put forward effective
measures to create jobs in large
numbers. They played the
uranium issue right down in the

among 18-21 year olds, with a tapering off 'ﬂl ?:;Cl'l'l.all\de jsaﬁgh!:pg.ma_ssapprmuh lysis of the character of this period, of the campaign. e
g;n?auy with increased age. Thisisthe reality of "’“Ts‘::;r:go%]:m,ff:;fw;ﬂ It:igillh' fn; a R e evelopments {ithe BNy ¢
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pessimism™ of the Stalinists and Lﬂburur;:::sry aham Frfudenbefg_- Whitlam'’s  speech 5 order 10 sce the way fory ncll an an ALP government as one eaf o i -‘“.l;
The election debacle will al ers.  writer, has written a biography of Whitlam U e xR e  of cartying
hige oY @’ﬁ?c\d: A Certain Grandeur. ‘?cs(::frheer.l::wz@uh- I think our draft external relation : faith .f..wlu
S 2 . Iulion “Fighting the Fraser Off nsive” m after the 23 sf unbroken coalition
ides that analysis in summoary form
Bl consider it extremely significant that the
al line of this resolutic adopted
nimously at the joint n mmitlee
eting of the CL-SWP 10 I‘:-'r It

cates that there isarc
i the character of this pe
‘of the tasks before us

in lines

£
August 197
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expressed in pure form T e
nti-Marxist, Ihe nex ’
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unemployment. The attacks on so-called “dole
bludgers,” etc, eic, has been the major aspect of
the government's campaign of divide-and-rule,
as has blaming women for unemployment,
Blacks for being welfare bludgers, and so on.

The sk of “international” levéls of
unemployment has been the major structural
change of the past five years in this country-and
has had a devastating impact on the social and
political life of the country.

On wages, the most ruthless policy of wage-
cuts has now been imposed by Fraser for two
years with the result, as the document notes, that
wages have fallen an estimated five per cent in
real terms in that time. This underlines, the

Fraser and the ruling class still face very pray
problems. Divisions in the ruling cluss un.
tactical disagreements which emerged last yuar
will probably be muffled somewhat initially by
Fraser's big electoral victory.

But the objective causes of these problems and
divisions remain. Tactical disagreements o.cr
economic and political questions have given
impetus to the formation of the Australiun
Democrats by Don Chipp.

The continuing rural crisis has given rise to
more independent stand by some small
farmers—in particularthrough the Cattlemen’.
Association. This could be the bc%ming of the
b@kup of the National Country Party (NCP)
I y over small farmers—as its character

_resolution stresses, the deeplyr ryrole of
the Arbitration Commission in relation to the
independence of the unions. Through partial or
plateau indexation, maintained by a strict
application of the indexation guidelines
prohibiting wage gains outside indexation.

The resolution refers to the important in-
dividual wage campaigns of 1977—Victorian
petrol tanker drivers, air traffic controllers, and
paricularly, the Latrobe Valley power workers.
Victorian Premier Hamer referred to the
Latrobe struggle as a “battlefield” in which the
indexation guidelines were at stake.

What the Latrobe Valley power workers’
campaign posed was objectively, a direct

to the ind i0M SYSl nd hencea
threat to the entire fabric of the national wage
freeze. Any wictory for the Latrobe workers
would signal a widespread demand for flow-on
from different sections of the workers’ move-
ment.

As we have seen. the Latrobe strike was

ful-primarily b of the treachery
of the union tops, especially Bob Hawke, in
sabotaging and solating the strike. But the role
of CPA umon officials including Amalgamated
Metal Workers and Shipwrights Union (AMW-
SU) secretary John Halfpenny was also
highlighted in this struggle (as it had been in the
Newporn power station struggle the year before).

Political Offensive

The resolution refers to the two-pronged
1. The propaganda barrage.
2. ing the anti-uni

ul y

.

the Indusinial Relations Burcau, the Com-
monwealth Employees (Employment
Trade Practices Aal

Act, and the

as;ln agent of the giant agribusiness and mining
monopolies becomes clearer. i

As we discussed yesterday, the fundamental
ural crisis of Australian i lry remains
eritical. There is no casy solutionta this problem
for the ruling class—under ei Liberal or

Labor administrations. The recent reemphas -
on protectionism by Fraser showsup the fraud of
the analysis underlying the People’s Economic

Program (PEP). {

* *Socialism’ was never an issue in
this election. Labor ran its most
right-wing campaign . . . the
election was a defeat for Social
Democracy not socialism.”

The next section, W_'Aﬁnlia and the
International Economic Crisis™ puts very bricfly
the Fourth Intermational’s amalysi i

“The resolution then me; important
situation
1. The increasing trend to in
wrildscalc. M
The conflict between Australia and its maj
ing pariners. parts v &m
the USA, but secondly d

uranium has become a feature of
hopes for & lasting 3

gal both for the ruling clas

premier Neville Wran at ALP op
‘Australia working.”
Wranium mining, 3 st

ening campaign rally

A ustralian
and

t the

P 80
T 3
day general
others sabot
campaign
much fight from
ment
The

in Sydney, November, 19
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eayorking
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Mjor so welfure policles,
il ive fltcll"lli greatest for i
e popitation o o the. ks ALSREAOS

I j ‘ I ¢ Fraser attacks, i
%{:}:ﬁm states, the ALP ve g rantic retreat, We can u:’ll:l‘:
mcept of the “erisis of leadershi
- ¢ : woclass” in not an abstragtion '-,;
1 as an seem: t means in real terms TODAY that the worken
£ question | f . and their allies are being sold down the river (o
e stage o a { akneck their enemics, If t in not resolved then
ps more major, defeats will be
| xt period.
yden, who seems to epitom The final sections of the resolution deal very
, this viewpoint, thinks t 4 hriefly with the other side of the equation: the
more “responsible.” | ¢ wun.  resporise of the rank und [He of the labor
7 movernent and fis allles

Y ; 1977 saw a series of determined struggles by
ing=as dynamic and exciting o5 particular sections of the working class over
o wages, jobs, and other issues; most notable were
B ol to briclly sum up the iwo 1 the Victorian petrol tanker drivers, air traffic
ontrollers, public transport workets, and of
srse the Latrobe Yalley power workers, Onher
cluded the fight for a shorter working
B ol think Australian » : 2 the Redfern Mail Exchange in Sydney,
1| A more inauspicic arka 2 ay-ofls in the car industry, and 5o on.
of the national ¢ uggles have indicated growing

inging, Pl
revival of d oo far, too fast!" e work

n would be hard to fin r g among imporiant sections of the
wrking class at the attacks on living standards
aver the last two years and determina

Labor virtually nothing e of theim at least ta fight even in spi

! ders' pressure to hold back,
jone to rock the boat oved beginnings of rank and file organisation

sackings. And now, even was shown in the key tole of Latrobe alley shop
or the hated Fraser regime. the sicwards in that sirike
have confined themselves
T Allies of working class
t of whinging. Plus . . . the llies o da % &
i y Ocal Doubly oppressed sections Sic a8 women aj

5 ! Of'l rFactlnnary pvoceuy Blacks have been cspecially hard hit by the
otectionism as an a|'l€f:_£'d ‘ Fraser offeosive. For wnstance, al the um::m
i jobs.” unemployment among male wofkers was pet
e L cent, it was 6.6 per cent among female workers.
And it is well known that Black un el
varies [rom about an Bverage of 4) pefeent o3
high af B0 per cent Or mors in sgme couatry
areas. .
The women’s mgrvement, like
movement iaelf. has suffered sof

1y of Fol
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g a new stage in the long retre
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continuing. We can ex| further important
in this m.plau struggle in I?Em.
~ As far as Blacks are concerned, the main
struggle of 1976-77 has been around land rights.
The fi of land councils in several States
has advanced this movement considerably —but
gains so far have been rather limited.

Migrants, 100, have begun to organise against
the racist oppression they face, with defence of
ethnic radio and migrant education being
prominent issues, ;

1978 will be a key year for the rights nfh:l:

i

k not only union members in the
o but all working people
tever the result of this “weighted” ballot it
be permitted to derail the anti-uranium
ign, which has already produced the
t mass mobilisation since the Vietnam
torium,
5 uranium struggle looks like being the first
test case of the Fraser government’s
after the recent election. We can take
gonfidence from the fact that this issue is
ping away, that internationally it is moving
stage in so many countries as a centre

for recovery is firmly bound up with urani,

port—Fraser and Anthony have put i),
:}gm on the line over this issue.

‘I'won't go into any great detail over this iss.
n[u£ we have a special report on it tomorron,

Uit is important to stress how critical ih,

development of this struggle will be for 1),
political relationship of farces. In a sensc, v,
have our best chance to deal Fraser and 1.
backers a devastating blow an this issue. It 1 4
relatively clear-cut one (despite the attempts of
the Uranium Producers’ Forum and others 1o
the issue with pseudo-science).

specially Success in
rights is closely related to the whole problem of a

fight back by the working class itself.
@ we have always pid. the demands and
ions of the specially d can and
must play a key role in the general radicalisation
and politicisation of the working class generally.
More than ever, with Fraser using divide-and- -
rule tactics ever more aggressively, the mobilisa-
tion of women, Blacks, migrants, and youth in
their own interests—and the forging of an
alliance with the most powerful sections of the
labor 15 the key to resi to the
ruling class offensive.
The final section of the resolution is entitled:
“Building a Class-Struggle Left Wing.”
. Allthes es we have considered and more
importantly, future bigger ones, are the currents
which represent the embryo of a broad op-
positional movement to Fraserand to the system
he represents so accurately. g
In so many different areas, the beginnings of
new approach to the problems of the workers
a;ldﬂu pp has app . Wech ise
the approach of mass stru of class agai
class, of refusal to anff ='lhz 'bnrdf:m;
capitalism's crisis to be placed on the backs of the
workers and the oppressed as the early stage of
the development of a broad-based left-wing—a
CLASS STRUGGLE LEFT WING IN THE
L?.:Oh_:'HOViMENT.
now 1o proceed to deal with a number
of the key political questions facing the workers®
movement {11:12 :pmlvu) which will be vital in
direction of the class struggle i
1978 and the prospects for class nl.tug;]:
foﬂ_nmw_" %ﬂyelwpmg and growing in this

Uranium
The issue of uranium mining and export has
one of the central axes df:llgh: class

lia today—and

¢ his ruling-class backers are
determined to send off the country's uranium
come hell or high water. The coalition strategy

ge for the survival of the whole profit system
WWe see the building of a massive anti-uranium
jovement as one of the key priorities of our
in 1978,

The drive to mine and export uranium is o
clear demonstration of the inhumanity, the
ruthless money-grubbing callousness of im-
perialism. The polls have shown an increasing
apposition to uranium mining in Australia, to an
extent that it appeared a losing issue to Fraser
and where a majority is now within striking
distance for the anti-uranium movement (42 per
cent earlier this year). iy

e attack on civil liberties in
eensland:

low we came to the question which has been
most controversial in our discussion over the
few months: the situation in Queensland.
think it is extremely important to analyse the
gensland situation carefully and situate it
arly within the whole framework of national
itics today.
® The Bjelke-Peterson National-Liberal govern-
nt has consistently pursued the most reac-
flonary line in the country on a number of
estions: the racist Queensland Aboriginesand
rres Strait Islanders Acts, for instance
use of the extreme gerrymander ¢ n‘.nr_u.‘d by

elke-Petersen such policies can be carried @ut
MEsnite the factthat they are supported by onlya
all minority of the Queensland population
This puts the Bjelke-Petersen regime in a
ial position of being able to carry out drastic
attacks on the unions and on democratic rights
rally without being so subject to popular
ssent as a result. |
" In many respects, the Queensland situatioflis
ecial for this reason, and because of the
articular character of Bjelke-Petersen himself.
ho even comes into continual disagreement
‘Wwith Liberal and NCP politicians on a national
‘and State level. o
i i But in its most importd
E::r;:iui:n]mine.sm " Queensland situation is integrally patt qf]&
inning his cop-out, refereng " nation-wide ruling class offensive B_I.t‘b
mmittment to op) o : " Petersen acts as a vanguard in some respects, but
ngress, Hawke ispn SCharles Court, Dick Hamer, and of COUTSE,
' ACTU " Fraser himself have shown the way on a whole
* series of reactionary policies and actions (e
“arrest of the Transport Workers Union pickets,
Newport, Latrobe Valley, ¢tc)

1t is in this context that we must see the current
struggle to defend civil liberties in Queensland.
The ban on palitical marches by Bjelke-Petersen

brink _ s on
ushing, pushing, pushing —to the
point of confrontation y

is an issue which has

r movement, and in whi
between the rank and
ucrats. For instance,
ALP conference adoy

divided the
re is a clear
nd the labor
1l known that
(ils uranium
from within

he current move by Bol
ighted” ballot of all union

aspect, the

‘Way as 10 increase his chang
Solution suitable to his *head
~ By using an undemoc
te (the basis of which
~explained) Hawke is

[

15,4 mor¢ severe action of this type than has yet
b_ec_n taken anywhere else.But it is a test case on
<ivil rights for the rest of the country—a victory
for Bjelke-Peterson would set a valuable prece-
dent for the ruling class nationally.

For this reason, the fight to defend civil rights
and specifically, in the first instance, to win back
the right to march, is an issue of national
importance—and should be taken as a national
priority by our movement.

In this light, I would stress the importance of
the policy adopted in the statement of the
political committees of the SWP and the CL on
Queensland, published in the December 15
Direct Action.

T

Lalrobe Valley powerworkers in 1977 strike.
“battlefield.”
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¢ clear that the campaign wr'!l havgto
0 one. Despite noise from The
ﬂ" there is no immediate sign

ip on the ban—and we cannot alford to
~ rely on any such development occurring from
- within ruling class circles.

Instead we must give all possible’ help to our
‘Queensland comrades in their important in-
volvement in the campaign to defend civil
liberties there—and we must take whalever
national action we can to build support in of her

for the right to march in Queensland

ASIO

Another important area of democratic rights
under threat relates to the likely stepped up
operations of ASIO in 1978

Shortly before the elections . Fraser promiscd
to boost the operations of ASIO (o counter the
influence of “extremist partics™ in the |+
movement.

This is particularly ominous in the light of th:
Hope Reportinto intelligence services which w2«
released last October, and whose Tecommen-
dations were immiediately endorsed by Fraser

Hope's recommendations seriously icrease
the powers of ASIOto legally harass and spy on
the left and labor movements. Specific powers
include interception of telex and teleprinter
messages as w_ell as telephone communications,
cpl:nmgo_fmd, use of bugging devices, breaki g
m_d l:lllc:m!g of houses and offices, pavment of
bribes 1o informers, and increased access 1o

government files.

reality, we know, even from our owp
eﬁ_iﬁxucf: that these “dirty tricks™ are alrea 3
being carried out, secretly and illegally. Ang
Hope himself admits it in the report. But the

ol Hape's report will be casier a0
HhBse tethods increased funtls avail.,
S IGsTare efficient” in aip

dnlﬁncmtic nghtssand giving o further b,
the general ass i civil liberties epire,
by Bielkes Petersen’s mareh ban

‘I_"his general assault on eivil rights is ;) ke,
Ofhe Fraser strategy to inflict delcuar.
working class and drive down lIving stand;

Braon the point af view of our own pury,
mave (o strengthen ASIO has serioy,
plications, It also means the likchio,,
ineidents of harnssment and surveillane ay
ather labor and left organisations, We ),
prépared fo take whatever steps neces.
defend ourselves and others in the facc
likely serious escalation of secret police acti

Fhe masy demonstrations in New 7.,
reecnily when Prime Minister Muldoon 11,
10 increase powers of the Security Intclli;
Service indicate the possibilities of the s u
il Fraser averplays his hand, . &

Union rights i

A third scrious attack o d_ﬁﬁucruuc
which is virtually certain to in 1978 is 1
tion of union rights, We ﬂready saw |

Commonwealth Employees Act fast year
This year the nm S likely 2o become mor
aclive in ing rver ApAINSt Unions engaped ir
l\::llf-i—\l‘_l\'.l activity. This could well become the
‘!&H or o ipmificant mass Campaign this year
: T Passage of the CEA
M8voked (hel BESt demonstrations of public
- A S -=!ﬂ!ll;_lﬁilco-_i!-'.r_\
’-’E.I‘}h new powers has been
‘EAIBsA yinion or section of a union

1978 could well be the year. In a
porarily enhanced politic
of the eleciion, Fra
Bexperiment with use of penal
Mo see if they can be revi

B A test case around the new :
the Trade Practices Act is
eensland—with an injunction
n out by the mining monopoly Uta
he Seamen's Union ov k
al exports by the company I
Sdemands for employment

B According to the January
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2

£ again
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of on

6 Financial Review,
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and the employers
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; k enge @t

the closed shop—2
i t in ofie or an
® Traditional union rig
" Sentury or more are now ir
Fraser-led offensive. 19

what role we can in
rights of trade unionism

Unemployment

4000
With record unemplony now (400 000

| liberties march in Brisbane, October 12, 1877. Only devel

plus) and worse Lo come, the jobless crigis i
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have been suffered and ideological inroads have
been made, workers are still not ready to accept
the idea that massive cuts in living standards
should be allowed to occur without a fight,
Struggles by women, Blacks, migrants, and
students will be an important cataly:st of the
political situation. All of these sections face
special forms of attack from Fraser and as yet
have not been able to organise a large-scale fight
back (with the partial exception of students).

This is hardly surpnising when we consider
that the labor movement itself has been largely
paralysed over the past two vears under Fraser’s
onslaught.

One issue of special importance to womenand .
gays will be the possible controversy around the
recently released Human Relations Commission
report.

“. . . the role of the Trotskyist
forces is vital if correct leadership
is to be given to any class struggple
tendencies which dp develop in
this period. We myst drive deeply
into the Labor Party and the
unions, in so far ag our forces

Permit, to carry this message to the
ranks.”

e ASR

1 Y struggle with the
Possibility of a revia) of Right to Life activity in

Fraser's victo,
qu_ Blacks, the ability of the Land
mobilise Black committ,
demands will pe key.
For students, further attacks on education
SEEM virtually certain, AUS faces 4 majortask in
dcfendmg TEAS; teachers and students coulg
well move ipo action around threats to schools,

Councils to
€S In support of their

Propaganda battle

I'd like to finish with 5 PoInt on tpe
OVEr socialism vy reformism
Tp take up a poing made earlier, we haye Quite a
d;ffergnt interpretation of the tasky facing
Eo;ﬁllsu than the “dig-in" conception of the

True, we neeg
defensive position now faced by the labor
movement in the face of Fraser’

this victory. ;.cunomically, the prospects are for
further deterioration, not success, for Fraser’s

38

efforts, in the context of continued interpg
gloom. ¢

But we consider that now is precisely the
to launch out with our propaganda offensiye (
the socialist aiternative. At the VEIY time
the shock of Labor's defeat is fresh in the mj,
of workers and the oppressed; whe,,
widespread feeling is that the ALP could harq
have pursued a more right-wing Campaign; v
disillusionment in the Labor leadership 47,
Program is at its height; now precisely, is the |
to stress the need for class struggle policies g
only genuine alternative.

As we note at the end of the resolution, the ;
of the Trotskyist forces USRWItAl if corre,
leadership is to be Eiven to any Class-strup,
tendencies which do develop in this period. |,
must drive deeply into the Labor Party and (|
unions, in so far as aur forces permit, 1o ¢,
this message to the ranks,

Both the ALP and the Stalinist misleade,
have been thrown into disarray by Labor

clection defeat, |t certainly won't affect ys that
way.

%

oin the SYA!

: ical-minded youth who
> isation of radical-min i
: i is a national organisatio italist system an
The Socialist Yﬁm:u?l':u:;:i?lsl their common enemy: the capi
want 1o unite all y. ; is these people who own
benefit from it. ine and export uranium. Itis the pcause they say
who ho wanl to mine : rk to people be d
It is these people W workplaces and will not give w?“,,ney to be spent on arms an
the faclories af;‘ld:‘i't"e': is these people who want Ti::!
ey Cann o oepitals, collages, and universi trong,
leas Bl hDSF: these menaces we need a sainsl injus
To rid ourselves o e of waging campaigns ag

. A th
he SYA, or would like more information, write to
.

unified organisation, run

i d inequality.
i e closest
democratically and capabl

11 you would like to join t x
. BANE: GPO BO

i LE ST.. ADELAIDE, 5000. PH 22;83(3511035?,5&&0”6‘ 0 B0
i, prise RUNDDD B 48 daze OECL QNG Pc;rms MELBOURNE: GPO BOX

1306, BRIS B AN, A, BOX BasJ, HOBART. PH3 LBOURNE: GPO BC
PH96434 HOBART: GPO BO HOBART. Fimmns Jit :

2
4194528 ; LEBE. PH 660667
R MELBE&E:ET{: SYDNEY: 139 ST JOHN'S RD. G

PLACE, N

IVERSITY SRC
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by Gordon

he Industrial Workers of the
rid arose as an organised
dency in Australia in 1907.
I The movement had originated inthe
United States, and embodied
Gtrines of the American socialist
tor: Daniel de Leon. The IWW
founded in Detroit in 1905. It
rged asan international movement
icated to the overthrow of the
talist system
ts implantation in Australia was
eribed by labor writer and historian
§ Gordon Childe in his book How
aur Governs (Melbourne: MUP,
nd edition. 1964) as “The most
Entous event in the political
trial  history of Australian
our, since the historic decision in
our of political action in 1890. No
\ wrote Childe, “has exercised :
profound influence on the whale
ook of labeur in Australia.”

the

ng disillusion

" Working class organisation
. Ausiralia had passed through three
- distinct ﬂagngl development. Prior
to 1890 the most advanced workers

4 strong belief in the power of
mdn‘ I action regarding “politics”

in

something alien to the labor
movement. After the defeat of the
greal strikes of 1891 and 1892,

however. the need for a political party
representing thg interests of organised
abor was recognised. The Australian
Labar Party was born. But the record
of the first Labor governments in
office generated a growing disillusion
with parliamentary methods and a
rencwal of faith in industrial action.
The IWW, with its program of direct
action, expressed this new tendency
within the labor movement.

The IWW began in Australia as an
association of militant  workers

anised in clubs in several
Justrial cities. These clubs were closely
affilisted with the Socialist Labor
Party. one of numerous small socialist
sects aperating in the major cities, each
striving lo win the workers ta socialism
by means of political propa anda.

From the outset, the issue of pure
propaganda versus industrial action
produged deep divisions within the
socialist ranks. The IWW in America
had split over the guestion, and after
the American split of 1908 the in-
dustrial unionists of the SLP in
Australia decided to branch out on
their awn: They set out to form not

n-

merely clubs but branches of the One
Big Industrial Union that was to be the
weapon with which the workers would
win the struggle to bring down the
capitalist system.

The program of the IWW had been
drawn up originally as the expression
of the interests of the semi-skilled
nomadic workers of the western states
of America. In Australia, it attracted
to its banner those unskilled workers
who roved the bush and worked as
shearers, cane-cutters, fruit-pickers,
miners. and railway construction
workers, These laborers lived general-
ly a precarious, hand-to-mouth ex-
istence, having no possessions of their
own and no ties with society. Their
lives were accompanicd by the ever-
present threat of unemployment. They
had no incentive for the acquisition of
property or the establishment of family
relationships. Their nomadic life
engendered a spirit of self-reliance and
rebelliousness, and an alicnation from
the bourgeois social ordsr

The workers were being deprived of
the fruits of their labor every day of
their lives. The exploiting class did not
hesitate to use every means at its
disposal to maintain s rule. It had
proved, in practice. that it was
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[.m:llrm'n1:ifarac|mrnrﬂim:!im.el‘liI@[‘!h"e pe:n..impﬂiﬂli-sm came to an abr,
e end. g
-\‘.J'itl'! the outbreak of world 1,
‘capitalism passed the zenith of :

ugele that was to become the
fal issue of Australian politics for
B come, and was to leave an
imprint on the history of

L‘.cm\cld three times, and during his
third imprisonment prominent leaders
were” alleged to have threatened to
burn down certain buildings in Sydney

prepared to flout every moral and legal
canon of bourgeois society toaftainits with the means of production. -
ends. It had made free use of slander, [WW recognised clearly that only the
defamation, the frame-up of militants, full, industrial might of organised

arson, violence, and murder in its labor i ction i
r in the centres of production development and entered the peri labor
atucks on " £ entered the periog tan labor. in order to force his rele
L hl?:?\tr?;l;‘mmﬂ;bw could really compel the owners of its decay. The period of world m:\.“, B e :‘“ ;;I:‘He m:
& n“’ﬂ‘:ﬂum ey o S its :::.::;:yk ::;s am;:?nm .ﬂ:ﬁ:ﬂ; io‘: g::l:n hegarg.u‘On th; battlefields | Action attempted arson  was cn‘r:\%l;:‘uiurl;
¥ ieant e i 7 ! ! ] pe millions of workers ., together with charges of the .
of the ideas and its emphasis on industrial conscripted into hostile armies, & the very outsel the IWW. in  of forged five plc:\:;dnnc:!&m;z;,?;t

Direct  Action,
of British and

murder of a policeman.
The case has been analysed ex-

jewspaper

o . - o
ustralian countryside who joined the sabotage left it a prey to an organised  millions lost their lives.
nged the war aims

ww ired, i i i i
acquired, in the course of their conspiracy by its opponents which Every capitalist power claimed
" Nt

own experience, a militancy that resultedi | i f i itali
]';l;:d e aiu il e dmlhcgw&tfsl frame-up in the ::wasniliighungadefenaive war, that it ian cap‘tx\amm. 1t denounced haustively in the book Sydney's
Fienoveinent of their tme. The as under attack by others, that ar as the struggle of rival Burning by historian lan Turner.
Y foundations of freedom zmci cn-ih\l_]“ ist powers fighting for posses-  Although Turner cxpresses doubts

about the innocence of some of the
twelve IWW members charged, he
produces overwhelming evidence that
the whole case was a frame-up from
start to finish and that it was initiated
in response. to the anti-war stand of
Direct . Action.  Turner's  review
of the evidence can leave the reader
with only one conclusion: the frame-
up of the IWW twelve was organised in
order to destroy their influence within
the working class and fo break the
back of the anti-war movement.

The story of the campaign for the
release of the twelve is long and
complex, but whatever conclusions
may have been drawn by bourgeois
academics and lawyers, the verdict of
the lahor movement is clear When ten
of the IWW leaders were finally
released after four years imprison-
their appearance at a victory
at the Sydney Town Hall
1920 was greeted by

f the world’s markets. It declared
orkers had nothing to gain and
hing to lose from the war 1t
on workers to refuse to fight
Sh Federal Labor leader Fisher
led to nationalist sentiments to
S Votes in the election of 1914
t Acrion responded 1 the
owing terms:

saw themselves as opponents of the

13
B s e e . the record of thefirst tion were threatened. The rulin

landowners and th bosscs. They saw Labor governments classes were aided in their cifort:
» wl;.ii:;}::,[{;:md of bourgeois morali-  Senerated a growing :J:’ug h:he bwﬂrld proletariat o
B €obbery of the svorkars By thers disillusion with LU e
ﬁ’r’:“l-umfy siw no fundsmenta; PATliamentary methods national. ~ the mpmn.Z.'iiLf m,"
son wh rgani i ;
respond lunl:c:tl’;ctk};e?)fslt::ml:a I:m a“-d a. ge.“eral renewal of oca;'ascr"::fdr:::l]jl:t‘i: b {:’ﬂﬂ_d(!ned o
BN ) arnteier oran ) it faith in industrial action.  became th o
their pawer. Sab; S R e . | Jeedme Lhe recruitingssergeants o
R o of 5“’"“‘""1“" e IWW with its program {h"‘p"'ﬁ""“- 1t was the treachery of
R it soifmm:;fn a::; of.d!rect action, expressed w;::ins“’;:::ms_m% disarmed  the
this new tendency within S e
the labor movement.”

£ . . the IWW in
ustralia, alone among the
ces of organised labor,
pened up a revolutionary
B .uggle against the war, a
list forces ruggple that was to become
that the IW W the central issue of
E - stralian politics for
iYears to come - . -

produce were in no wa i

et y excluded from P
In practice, however, i

x , industri

BI:A‘:&'.!E meant strike action. TI?:
Wwas an organisation fou A 3 i

? by nf fie struggle.n?:dh:; annals of Australian labor.

ittle faith in isolated acts of destruc-

tion by individuals.
X 15 no credible evidence that
the IWW atany stage eversetoutona rel

cah'l!_ Ji\mflmlla the A'i.P followed the
D;]n“ ation of European Social
4 I;ﬁtr;‘s%? and gave all-out support

. Australian
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P Mo Rt o Dl G i oy o Chomee

Dipecr s AcTio

World War

On August 1, 1914 the peri
n : e period of
atively peaceful expansion of£urc?—

ment,
celebration
on August 6,

RL WHAT FOR.

SWhen George the Least, by the

ace of God and ignorance of the
rking-classes | Emperor of the
ftains and a million pound

areholder in the Amencan Steel
Tust, wants a great European war to
reate a vast demand for steel, Mr.
Hsher and his gang and all their
the occasion, and are
and our
sie and his

‘Such bold attacks on the credentials
| of the representatives of the country's
| rulers did not pass unnoticed- In 1915
Tom Barker, editor of Direct Action,
was arrested and charged with sedi-
tion, ¥

Despite the seriousness of the charge
he was released after a short interval,
only ta be re-arrested. In all, he was

tumultuous applause. The crowd,
flowing out into the street, rose n
solidarity with the tenon the platform
and sang "The Red Flag.”

The struggle of the IW W
imperialist war marks the zenith of
achievement of revolutionary 1A~
dustrial trade unionism in Australia.
This was, indeed, their finest hour.
These were the people who struck real
terror in the hearts of the Australian
ruling elass

against the

Achievements

Vere Gordon Childe sums up the
achievements of the IWW in the
following words: i

“The ,W.W.... can claim the credit
for the defeat of conscription, and its
anti-war propaganda prepared
way for the A.L.P. peace pro|

the
posals of  Direct Action g



between “bourgeois program” and “reformist

ideology™? Must reformist parties be forbidden

as well? Will the Social Democracy be sup-
]

It is unayoidable that on the basis of historical

bourgeois ideologies or programs), or a deciyiye
restriction of the political rights of the working
class itself, with all the conseguenees which flow,
therefrom. Systematic restriction of politica
parties leads to systematie restrictionof worke,

d and unavoidably tends toward

traditions, such reformist infl will
1o survive in the working class of many countries
for a long period. That survival will not be
shortened by administrative repression; on the
contrary, such repression would tend to
strengthen it. The best way to fight against
reformist illusions and ideas is through the
combination of ideological struggle and the
creation of the material conditions for the
disappearance of such illusions. Such a struggle
would lose much of its efficacy under conditions
of administrative repression and lack of free
debate and exchange of ideas.

If the revolutionary party agitates for the
suppression of Social Democratic or other
reformist formations, it will be a thousand times
more difficult to maintain freedom of tendenci
and toleration of factions within its own ranks,
for the political heterogeneity of the working
class would then inevitably tend to reflect itself
within the singie party.

Thus, the real alternative is not: either freedom
for those with 2 genuine socalist program or
! freedom for all political parties. The real choice
is: cither workers democracy with the
right of the masses to elect whomever they want,
and freedom of political organisation for those
elected (including people with bourgeois or petty

f " o
systematic restriction of freedom within th
revolutionary vanguard party itself.

3. What do political parties
represent?

Revolutionary Marxists reject all spontanciu
illusions according to which the proletariat iy
capable of solving the tactical and stratepic
problems posed by the need to overthrow
capitalism and the bourgeois state and 1o
conguer state power and build socialism hy
spontancous mass actions without a conscious
vanguard party based upon 4 revolutionary
program tested by history, with eadres educatcd
on the basis of that program andtested through
long experience in the living class struggle.

The argument of anarchist origin, also taken
up by ultraleftist “councilist™ eurrents, accor-
ding to which political parties are by their very
nature “liberal-bourgeois” formations alien 1o
the proletariat and have no place in workers
councils because they tend 10 wsurp political
power from the working class, is theoretically
incorrect and politically harmful and dangerous
1t is not true that political groupings, tendencies
and parties come into existence paly with the rise

Mern bourgeoisie. In the fundamental
al) sense of the word they are much
game into being with the emerpence
wemmn'rlr in which relatively large
people (48 opposed 1o small village
or tribal assemblies) participated in
fiee of political power Lo some extent (eg
fe democracies of Antiquity)
@lparties in thai real (and not formal)
he word are a historical

henomenon

Bls~democratic revolutions of the past
iy, but not only r
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Funthermore, the anarchist and “oountls

oppositon to the formation of political parties
under the dictatorship of the proletariat in the
process of building soeialismeither: 1) represents

wishful thinking (ie, the desire that the mass of
the tailers will abstain from forming or supper
ting groups, tendencies

different political line

partie with
k), in which
case itissimply utopian, for that will not happen
of 2) it rep
suppre
wish Lo en
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extending to the soviets. The working class was
thus unable to stem the growth of a materially
privileged layer, which, in order to maintain its
rule, increasingly restricted democratic rights
and destroyed the soviets and the Bolshevik
Party itself (while using its name for ils own

purposes). These are the main causes of the -

usurpation by a bureaucracy of the excrcise of
direct power and for the gradual merger of the
party apparatus, the state apparatus, and the
apparatus of  economic managers into a
privileged bureaucratic caste. 1

Marxist historians can argue whether some of
the concrete measures taken by the Bolsheviks
even before Lenin's death may have objectively
favored the process of Stalinisation, or if Lenin
and Trotsky were late in understanding the scope
of the danger of bureaucratisation and the degree
to which the party apparatus had already been
absorbed by the bureaucratisation process. But
these could be said to be contributing factors at
most. The main causes of all these processes
were objéctive, maleral, economic, and social.
They must be sought in the social infrastructure
of Soviet society, not in its political superstruc-
ture and certainly not in a particular concept of
the party.

On the other hand, historical experience has
confirmed that where a leading or even highly
influential revolutionary party is absent, workers
councils last shorter and not longer than they did
in Russia: Germany in 1918 and Spainin 1936-37
are the most conspicuous examples. Further-
more, without such a party these councils do not
succeed in conquenng state power. ie, in
overthrowing the bourgeois state. Empirical
evidence confirms Marxist theory. showing that-
it is the free and democratic self-organisation of
the mili_n_g masses, dialectically combined with
the political clarification made possible by a
revolutionary vanguard party in the leadership,
that represents the best chance for the conquest
and continuous exercise of pawer by the working
class itself.

4. Workers councils and the
extension of democratic rights

Without full freedom to organise political
groups, tendencies, and parties no full flowering
of democratic rights and freedoms for the toiling
masses is possible under the dictatorship of the
proletariat. Marx and Lenin's whole critique of
the limitations of bourgeois democracy is based
on the fact that private property and capitalist

in the violent resteiction of (.
practical appl ion of demogratic rights 4,
the practical enjoyment of democratic frecdoy,,
by the big majority of the toiling masses, cvoy, iy,
the most democratic bourgeois regimes, |,
logical conclusion flowing from this critiguc
that workers democracy must be superios g,
bourgeois democracy not only in the cconami
and social sphere—not only in the right to work
to security of existence, to free education 1o
leisure time, etc, which are obviously very
important—but also in the scope and extent of
the enjoyment of demoeratic rights by th
workers and all layers of toilers in the politica)
and social sphere. To grant a single party, so-
called mass organisations, or “professional
associations” (like writers @ssociations) con
trolled exclusively by that party a monopoly or
access to printing presses, radio , television, and
other mass media, to assembly halls, etc, would
in fact, restrict and not extend the democratic
rights of the proletariat cglgrarcd to those
enjoyed under bourgeois democracy. The right
of the toiling people, including those with
dissenting views, to have aceess 1o material
means of exercising demoeratic freedom
(freedom of the press, of assembly. of
demonstration, the right to grikr:.' elc) is essen-
tial. 4

“Under the dictatorship of the
proletariat state power is exercised
by democratically eleeted workers
councils. The revolutionary party
struggles for a correet line and for
political leadership within these
workers councils without
substituting itself for them.”

Therefore, an extension of democratic rights
for the toilers beyond these already enjoyed
under conditions of is democracy 1s
incompatible with the ion of the ngr;l to
form political g]'ou'pring, tendencies, or partice
on programmatic or i fical grounds.

Moreover, self-acti¥ity and self-
administration by the toiling masses under the
diﬁ:norship of the proletariatand in the building
of a socialist society will take on many new facets

bourgeois society

h ) and extend the concepts of “political activity,”
o (ie, social and y), political parties,” “politigal programs,” .I)nd

coupled with the specific class structure of “democratic rights” far  beyond anything
1on and alienationof  ¢h istic of political under bourgeais

the working class, legislation defending private
property, function of the i o c

democracy. Through media such as television
and time-sharing (i, telphone access 1o)

fbd can intervene rapidly to

Political
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Workers demonsirale against layoffs outside Fiat
of d

plant in Turin, Italy.

y is key to

workers o socialism,

momentous ideological and political debates and
struggles. Different political programs arising
around these combined issues will play a much
greater role than nostalgic references to the
bourgeois past or abstract affirmations of the
communist ideal. But any restriction of these
debates, struggles, and formation of parties
under the pretext that this or that platform
“objectively” reflects bourgeois or petty-
bom:gco:s pressure and interests and “if logically
carried to the end” would lead to the “restoration
of capitalism™ can only hinder the emergence of
majority consensus around the most elfective
and correct solutions of these burning problems
Jrom the point of view of building socialism, ie,
in the class interests of the proletariat itself.
More specifically, it should be pointed out
that momentous struggles will continue
throughout the process of building a classless
society, struggles that concern social evils that
are rooted in class society but will not disappear
diately with the elimination of capitalist
exploitation or wage-labor. The oppression of
women, the oppression of national minorities,

and the oppression and alienation of youth are 7
archetypes of such problems, which cannot

automatically be subsumed under the general
heading “class struggle of the working class
against the bourgeoisic” except hy divorcing the
categories “working class” and “bourgeoisie

from their classical Marxist, materialisg
definitions and foundations, as is done by the
Maoists and various ultraleftist currents

Political freedom under workers democracy
therefore implies freedom ol organisation and
action for independent women's liberation,
national liberation, and youth movements, ic,
mavements much broader thanthe working class
in the scientific sense of the word. not to speak of
the revolutionary Marxis{ eurrent within the
working class. Revolutionary Marxists will be
able to win political leadership within these
autonomous movements and to ideologically
defeat various utopian orreactionary ideological
currents not through administrative  or
repressive measures but on the contrary by
promoting  the broadest possible mass
democracy within their ranks and by uncom-
promisingly upholding the right of all tendencies
to defend their opinions and platforms before
society as a whole. "

It should likewise be recognised that the
specific form of workers state power implies a
unique dialectical combination of centralisation
and decentralisation, The withering away of the
state, to be initiated from the inception of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, expresses itself
through a process of gradual devolution of the
right of administration in broad sectors of social
activity (health system, education system, postal-
railway-telecommunications systems, etc), inter-
nationally, nationally, regionally, and locally,
once the central congress of warkers councils (ie,
the proletariat as a class) has by majority vote
allocated to each of these seetors that part of
human and material resources at the disposal ol
society as a whole. This again implies specific
forms and contents of political debates and
struggles which cannot be predicted in advancé
or in any way reduced to simplistic and
mechanical “class eriteria.”

Finally, in the building of classless society, the
participation of millions of peaple not only in a
more or less passive way thlongh their votes, but
also in the actual administration at various levels
cannot be reduced o a workerist concept of
considering only workers %at the point of
production.” Lenin said thatin a workers state
the vast majority of the population would
participate directly in the administration of
“state functions.” This hat the soviets on
which the dictatorship of the proletariat will be
based are not fuctory councils, but bodies of self-
organisation of the masses in all areas of
economic and social |i[<.,[l¥iuﬂing factories,

cigl units, hospital hools, tr
and telecommunications  centres, ';nd
neighborhoods. This is indispensible in order 1o
integrate into the proletariatits most dispersed
and often poorest and most oppressed layers,

&N, oppressed nationalities, vouth
imall shops, old-age pensioners, ele
ispensable for cementing the alliance

working class and the lower petty
pwhich is important in reducing the
hoth of a victorious re
ng of socialism.

lutionand of

ear stand is necessary to win
ses for the socialist

ition.

lefence of a clear and unequivocal
of workers democracy is today an
ble part of the struggle against the
Jeaderships that seek to inculcate
demogratic myths and illusions in the
countries

It 18

various layers of rebels
15ts in the bureaucratised work
process of the unfolding s

ruling class . . . [identifies]
itutions with

‘historical experience of both [ascis
types. of reactionary bourgeols
hips) in the West and the Stalin and Mao
§ and their suecessors in the East ha

gd in the proletariat of both the | i
jes and the bureaucratised workers sUles
distrust of any form of one-party system
bof any justification, however sophisticale
| restricting democratic rights after the
fthrow of capitalism. This distrust obj

forms to thebasic course of all prolct:
lutions up to now; the direction has always
tn toward the broadest possible democratic
ts and self-activity of the masses It
th the case from the Paris Commune Lt
n and German revolutions to the X
ences of the Spanish revolution of 19 16-37 10
. more recent working-class upsurges

in 1968, Italy in 1969-70, and Port uwl‘ll‘
75; it has likewise been expressed in LhE
ntibureaucratic Upsurges in East Germany,
ungary, Poland, and Czechoslovakia since the

The ruling clasy utilises all the ideological
‘means at its disposal 1o idenuly parliamentary
linstitutions with the maintenance of democratic

15, In both Western Europe and North
- America, for instance, the capitalist rulers scek
o appear as champions of ihe democratic

:k““ ]

outlook of the working class and plebian masses,
an outlook which has been  powerfully
strengthened by the negative experiences of
fascism and Stalinism

One of the key components of the struggle for
leadership of the masses consists of praperly
understanding the import of their democratie
demands and
adequately,

actions, of expressing them
and thus counteracting the
strenuous efforts of the reformists to co-opt the
struggle for demoeratic demands and turn it into
the blind alley of bourgeois
institutions,

The task of wresting leadership from the
reformists as representatives of the demoeratic
aspirations of the masses is thus
revolutionary Marxists
matic clarification and propaganda
as they are—are insuffi to achieve this
objective. The masses through their
practical daily experience, hence the importance
of going through this da erience with them
and drawing the corre ns from it

As the class struggle sharpens, the reformist
leaders, who trumpet the alleged benefits of the
bourgeois parhamentar em, will sound less

parliamentary

crucial for
., program-
important

Obviously

learn

and less convincing, and the workers will
increasingly ¢l e the authority and
prerogatives of the ruling clas all levels. The
workers themselves, their own
organisations—{rom workers ommittees in the
factories to workers councils (soviets) will

begin to assert more and more economic and
political decision-making authority, and they
will gain confidence in their power to overthrow

In this same process, in
eir struggle most effecti 5
involvement, the workers

the bourgeois stale
order to carry out t|
with the broadest mas
will see the need for the most democratic forms
Through this experience of
participation In their own
democratically run organisallons, the t\jn.'.-m.-\
will experience more free 1of action ‘mdm.;.'p
liberty in the broadest sense ol the word 1 ::r.
they ever exercised under bourgeols [.\:ﬂh.um;‘n:
1ary democracy, and they will learn the
irreplaceable value of ;mﬂuurmn.dmrm«:r‘fh:
This is an indispensible link mlhu.hu.mutg.\':r“t.
leading from \<1pll.‘l\|~l n:lu ::Ln'lt:”wnquu f
or by the proletanat a
B:\’:\-{r‘m::c IP: ‘IJ’”“ upon in ut.nh.lls‘hmg the
democratic norms of the u.\:;rlrc\ultl:m‘zhw b
if the revolutionary A
slighest impression, either \hn_n:i:t ulf:f:
propaganda or through their me-‘m’f e
the dictatorship of the px--l-;lurul_[wc P ‘h.‘n
freedoms of the waorkers will be narrower 1‘;.2
under  bourgeols \I.ﬂr\:-wru\.;m;:::“:m:)gmw
o criticise Lhe OV :
{:;;’i:l.f::“:l parties and an OpposItiON Press
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workers d

Maoist cadre exhorts printing workers to denounce Liu Shao-ch'i during Chinese “cul lution.” i
stand to T

y with full

the longterm historicai interests of the
proletariat. But even in that case, a dialectical-
materialist approach, as opposed to a
mechanical-idealist one, would immediately add
that only insofar as that party actually conquers
political leadership over the majority of the
workers can one speak of an integration of
immediate and long-term class interests having
been achieved in practice, with the possibilitics
for error much reduced.

“Without full freedom to organise
political groups, tendencies, and
parties no full flowering of
democratic rights and freedoms of
the toiling masses is possible under
the dictatorship of the
proletariat.”

In fact, there is a definite, objectively deter-
mined stratification of the working class and of
the developi of working-cl | 3
There is hikewise at the very least a lension
between the struggle for immediate interests and
the historical goals of the labor movement {for

different of thought.

example, the contradiction between immediate
consumption and long-term  investment).
Precisely these contradictions, rooted in the
legacy of uneven development of bourgeois
society, are ampng the main theoretical
Justifications for the need for a revolutionary
vanguard, as opposed to a simple “all inclusive™
univn of all wage-earners in a singlc party. But
this again implies that one cannot deny that
different parties, with different arientations and
different ways of approaching the class struggle
between capital and labor and the relations
between immediate demands and historical
guals: can arise and have arisen, within the
working class and do genuinely represent sectors
of the working class (be it purely scctoral
interests, ideological pressures of alien class
forces, etc). ay

Second: a revolutionary party with
democratic internal life does
advantage in the field of
socioeconomic and political
of correct elaboration of
answers to such developme
itself on the body of nlilic socialism.
Marxism, which synthesizes and generalizes all
past experiences of the class struggle us a whole,

This programmatic framewark (or its current
political elaboration makes it much less likely

Ve a tremendous
rect analysis of
velopments and
ical and strategic
. for it can base

gher tendency of the labor movement,
forganised sector of the working cl

wrong conclusions, premature
jons, and onesided and im-
8bic  reactions to unforescen
rts, 1o make concessions Lo

il and political pressures of alien class
B0 engagce in unprincipled political
mises, elc. These undeniable facts,
jed apgain and again by every turn of
in the mare than three-qu
since Bolshevism was founded
owerful  arguments in
fipnary vanguard party

they do not guarantee that errors by

s of a
are the
favor of a

Eships, party majorities, “Leninist central
mittees.” or individual party leaders. The
5t program is never a definitively achieved
PNG new situation can be comprehensively
sed in reference to historical precedents

Italian Communist Party head Enrico aempgnu;fr
Eurocommunists avold calling tor revolutionary
change in bureaucratised workers slales

Social reality is constantly undergoing changes,
New and unforeseen developments regularly
occur  at  historical turning points:  the
phenamenon of imperialism after Engels's death
was not analysed by Marx and Engels; the delay
of the proletarian revolution in the advanced
imperialist countries was not foreseen by the
Bolsheviks; the bureaucratic
first workers state was not incorporated’ in
Lenin’s theory of the dictatorship of the
proletariat; the emergence after World War 1l of
many workers states (albeit with
deformations) following

eneration of the

bureaucratic
nary mass

Tevo

g not led by revolutionary Marxist
leaderships (Yugoslavia, China. Cuba, Vietnam}
was not foreseen by Trotsky; ete. No complete

ready-made answers for new phenomena can be
found in the works of the classics or in the
exisling program

Furthermore, new problems will arise in the
course of the building of socialism. problems for
which the revolutionary Marxist program
provides only a general framework of reference
but no automatic source of correct answers. The
struggle for such new
problems implies a constant interaction between
theoretical-political analysis and discussions and
revolutionary class practice, the final word being
spoken by practical experience

correcl answers

“The so-called Eurocommunist
current, while accentuating its
dogmas and practices of the Sm‘iet
and East European bureaucracies
. . .proposes at the mustarefo_rm
of the worst excesses of S_tahmsi
rule rather than a revolutionary
change.”

Under such circums! es, any r‘_‘“[;“':"?\':;
free political and theoretical duhalf- spil ‘m;..l\\ L‘l
1o a restriction of free political mass .[i"’['“cll.\i'\\[
the proletariat, ie, any restriction -U-L-NmAgiw
democracy, will constitute an uhyt.iltlx s
revolutionary party isell urrl\:.ng a l:‘ S
policies. It 15 therefore not only lh;\\{‘L‘ ::1:'“4:
wrong but pr.ullc-__ﬂl\ H\(‘llt\‘l-l\le l\lm d\,::m_-,m:
from the pomt ul'\ln;\\ of N-L;L;i”mu y adva e

s road of building soCAlS 3
"ﬂl_;::: n(‘\llhj !lllg gravest consequences ‘\:Iﬂ_:\’
monolithic one-party system, of the a.haenf.n 0 i
plurality of political groups. lenu_h.n.ne‘a.m:\n‘
lemc».-and of administrative rc:LrLc_ltoln‘; .h’|:1l5.
imposed on free political and |dcolnlg]‘\‘.\. : _.”:
is the impediments such a system erects on the
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would be under

would decline as material conditions changed.

road to rapidly correcting mistakes committed
by the government of a workegs state. Mistakes
committed by such a gavernment, like mistakes
committed by the majority of the working class,
its various layers, and different political
groupings. are by and large unavoidable in the
process of building a classless, socialist society, A
rapid correction of these mistakes, however, is
possible in a climate of free political debate, free
access of opposition groupings to mass media,
large-scale political awareness and involvement
in political life by the masses, and control by the
masses over government and state activity at all
levels.

The absence of all these correctives under a
system of monolithic one-party government
makes the rectification of grave mistakes all the
maore difficult. The very dogma of party
nfallibility on which the Stalinist system rests
puts a heavy premium both on the denial of
mistakes in parly policies (search for seli-
justification and for sca ) and on the
attempt to posipone even implicil corrections as
long as possible. The objective costs of such a
system in terms of economic losses, of un-
necessary, ie, objectively avoidable. sacrifices
imposed upon the toiling masses, of political
defeats in relation to class enemies, and of
political disoricntation and demoralisation of
the proletariat, are indecd staggering, as is shown
by the history of the Sovict Unionsince 1928 To
give just one example; the obstinate clinging 10
an erroneous agricultural policy by Stalin and
s henchmen has wreaked havoc with the food
supply of the Soviet peaple (or more than a

generation; its negative consequences have not
been eliminated to this day. nearly filty yeary
Jater. Such a catastrophe would have been
impossible had there been free political debate
aver opposing policies in the USSR.

‘Third: the idea that resiricting the democratic
rights of the proletariat is in any way conducive
to the gradual “education” of an allegedly
“hackward” mass of toilers is blatantly absurd
One cannot learn to swim except by going into
the water. There is no way masses can learn 1o
raise the level of their political awareness other
than by engaging in political activity and

- learning from the experience of such activity

There is no way they can learn from mistakes
other than by having the right to commit them
Paternalistic  prejudices about the alleged
“hackwardness™ of the masses generally hide a
conservative petty-bourgeois fear of mass
activity, which has nothing in common with
revolutionary Marxism. Any  restriction of
political mass activity under the pretext that the
masses would make too many mistakes can only
lead to increasing pulilical‘ apathy among the
workers, ie, to paradoxically reinforcing the
very situation which is said to be the problem

. . . historical experience
confirms the total ineffectiveness _
of administrative struggles against
reactionary bourgeois and petty
bourgeois ideologies; in fact in the
long run such methods even
strengthen the hold of hese
ideologies . . . 7

Fourth: under conditions of full-scale
socialisation of the means of production and the
social surplus product, any long-term monopoly
of the exercise of political power in the hands of 2
minority-even if it is a revolutionary party
beginning  with lutionary  proletarian
motivations runs a strong risk of stimulating
objective ies toward bug isation.
Under such socioeconomic litions, whoever
controls the state adminis thereby con-
trols the social surplus prodi
tion. Given the fact that ec
will still exist at the outset,
economically backward workes

hecome a source of corruptiongnd of the growth
of materizl privileges and differentiation,
Thus, there is an objective n for real control

over decision-making (o rest in the hands of the
proletarial as a class, with unlimited possi

pillerage, waste, and illegal ap-
misuse of resources at ull levels
hest ones. No such demoeratic
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igroups, and parties having full
ion, propaganda, and agitation, as
geess 1o the mass media
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and socialism, and even in the first
mmunism  (socialism) 1t s un-
Mthat forms of division of labor
Separation between intellectual and
or) will survive, as well as forms of
@tion and labor processes totally or
rited from capitalism that do not
ull development of all the creative
the producer. These cannot be
by education, indoctrination, moral
or periodic “mass criticism cam
the Maoists contend, and still less
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K as manual laborers. These obje
on the road to the gradual emerger
sucialist relations of production ca
fted from becoming powerful source
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‘of labor, ie, if the mass of the produ
first place those likely to be th
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ions such that they can exercise
and social power over any “funct
wileged layer. The radical reduc
y.and the fullest soviet deme
y conditions for attaining this

he revolutionary Marxists
e the slightest impression .
under the dictatorship of the
oletariat the political freedoms
the workers will be narrower
an under bourgeois

acracy. . - then the struggle
. will be incommensurably
nore difficult, if not condemned (0
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The present conditions, whict "';"'“ .
oblem of upholding and advancing
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capital can still reappear, especially if the level af
development of the productive forces is still
insufficient to guarantee the automatic

pp ce an lidation of genuinely
socialist relations of production. Likewise, long
after the bourgeoisie has lost its positions as 4
ruling class politically and economically, the
influence of bourgeois and peuy—buurgeois
ideologies, customs, habits, cultural values, etc
will linger on in relatively large spheres of social
life and broad layers of society.

But it is completely wrong to draw from this
undeniable fact (which is, incidently, one of the
main reasons why state power of the working
class is indispensable in order to prevent these
“islands of bourgeois influence” from becoming
bases for the restoration of capitalism) the
conclusion that administrative repression of
bourgeois ideology is a necessary condition for
the building of a socialist society. On the
contrary, historical experience confirms the total
ineffectiveness  of administrative  struggles
against reactionary bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois ideologies; in fact, in the long run such
methods even strengthen the hold of these
ideologies and place the great mass of the
proletariat in the position of being ideologically
disarmed before them, because of lack of
experience with genuine political and ideological
debate and the lack of credibility of official “state
doctrines.”

_ The only effective way to eliminate the
\nf_'luence of these ideologies upon the mass of the
toilers lies in:

as well as P
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a. The creation ol objective conditions under
which these ideologies lose the material roots of
their reproduction.

b. The waging of a relentless struggle against
these ideologies in the field of ideology itscif
which can, however, attain its full success only
under conditions of open debate and open
confrontation. ie. of freedom for the defenders
of reactionary ideologies to defend theirideas, of
\deological cultural pluralism.

« . the Fourth International’s
program of workers council
democracy as a basis for the
dictatorship of the proletariat
universal program for world
revolution . , . It is in no way a
‘uxury’ reserved for the workers of
the ‘richest countries.”

a

Only those who have neither confidence in the
superiority of Marxist and materialist ideas nor
confidence in the proletariat and the toiling
masses can shrink from open ideological
confrontation with bourgeais and  petty-
bourgeois ideologies under the dictatorship of
the proigﬁariat. Once ghat class is disarmed and
expropriated, once their members can have
access to the mass media only in relation to their

o e
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and ours. This confrontation is the anly means
through which the working class can educate
itself ideologically and successfully frec itsell
from the influence of bourgeois and petty
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Any monopaly position accorded to Marxism

{not to speak ol pa
pretations of Marx
cultural fields through
repress
debasing Marxism 1

and
in only lead to

into a form ol state ¢
with a constantly de T
among the toiling masses ar
youth. Thi

Marxism” masks
Marxist thought ir

in an
and constant
of

ideole

7. The seli-defence of the workers
state

15t attempts at open

Ic laws

democracy th
will forbid private appre
production or priv ite b
constitution and penal coc
rule forbid individual intr

il S b L
« . self-activity and self-
administration . _in the building

of a socialist society will . . .
extend the concepts of “political
activity, ‘political parties,’
‘political pmgr;uns.'r and
*democratic rights’ far lw_\unf!
anything characteristic of pulntir-{l
Jife under pourgeois democracy-
- A

EWIsSE, 4% lc g as We
of private propery Likewise, as long as
classless society
TVIVES ||”l| the restord

as long as
not yet in @ E

proletarian class rule
tion of capitalism It
{ionand the penal €
1 will farbid anc
1o o%

ains possible. the constitu-
of the dictatorship olthe

i punish aers of armed

wde

proletaria
i ectl 1 s
insurrection, atiems oo, Working-
class powel (hrough violence terrorist atlack
on individual represent Jtives of workers power.
abotage, CsplOnABe in the service ol foreign
sabotage, CspLONAE ‘ fore

capitalist states ete, But only proven agetsof that

L eneral
kind should he no ‘_g‘lui.l
Jible to

icit

erthrow working

punishable.
ety

puganda exp
e (s, s means that

A restoratl

rg jon should be
freedom of po! | organisation shou d

63




gramted all those, including probourgeots
elements, who in actual praciice respect the
constirution of the workers stare, ie, are not
engaged in violent actions to overthrow workers
power and collective property. The workers have
no need to fear as a mortal danger propaganda
that “incites” them to give the factories and
banks back to private owners. There is little
chance that a majority of them will be “per-
suaded” by propaganda of that type. The
working class in the imperialist countries, the
bureaucratised workers states, and an increasing
number of semicolonial countries is strong
enough not to have to reintroduce the concept pf
“erimes of opinion”either in its penal codes orin
the daily practice of the workers state.

This is our programmatic and principled
norm-unfettered political freedom for all those
individuals, groups, tendencies, and parties who
in practice repect collective property and the
workers’ constitution. This does not mean that
these norms can be fully implemented irrespec-
tive of concrete circumstances. In the process of
establishing and consolidating the dictatorship
of the proletariat, civil war or international
military interventions have been and can be
unleashed by the bourgeoisie. Under conditions
of civil war or foreign military intervention, ie,

@

- . « the program of the Fourth
International on the dictatorship
of the proletariat . ., . emerges as
the only coherent and serious
alternative to the twin revisions of
Marxism advanced by Social
Democratic reformism and
Stalinist codification of monopoly
rule by a usurping bureaucratic
caste.”

repression.  Against reactionary politics ang
ideas it defends itself by political and ideologica)
struggle. This is not a question of “morality™ o
“softness.” It is essentially a question ol prag i qf
long-term effectiveness.

The disastrous experience of Stalinism, whicl,
has systematically misused slanderous e
cusations: of “collusion with imperialism,»
“espionage for foreign powers,” and ‘up.
tisocialist™ or “antisoviet™ agitation to suppress
any form of political criticism, opposition, or
nonconformism in the countries under the rule of
4 parasitic bureaucracy and which has organised
barbaric repression on a mass scale under these
pretexts, has created a profound (and essentially
healthy) distrust of the abuse of penal, juridical,
or police institutions for purposes of political
repression. It is therefore necessary to stress thai
the use of repressive seli-defense by the
proletariat and its state against attempts 1o
overthrow workers power by violence should be
strictly eircumscribed ta proven crimes and s
strictly separated from the realm of ideological,
political, and cultural activities. This means,
turthermore. that the Fourth International
should stand for the defence and the e xtension of
the most progressive conquests of the bourgeois-
demacratic revolutions in thefield of penal codes
and justice and should fight for their meorpora-
tion into the socialist constitutions and penal
codes. These include such rights as:

a. The necessity of written law’ and the
avoidance of retroactive delinquency. The
burden of proof to he on the dccuser; the
assumption of innocence until proof of guilt.

b. The full right of all individuals to freely
determine the nature of their defence; full
immunity for legal defenders of any statements
or lines of defence used in such trials.

c. Rejection of collective responsibility of
social groups, families, etc,

d. Strict forbidding of any form of torture or
extortion of confessions by physical or psy-
chological pressure.

attempts by the tormer ruling classes to
overthrow wor kers power by forge, then the rules
of war apply, and restrictions on the political
activities of the bourgeoisie may well be called
for. No social class, no state, has ever granted full
rights to those actively engaped in a violent war.
to overthrow them. The dictatorship of the
Proletariat cannot act otherwise in that respect.

_What s important, however, is 1o strictly
distinguish  between  activities instigating
Vviolence against workers power and political
:ﬂiyhi:s. ideological positions, or program-
matic slatements that can be interpreted as
favoring a restoration of capitalism. Against
terror the proletarian state defends itself by

e. Extension and generalisation of public trial
by jury.

f. Democratic election of all judges. The right
of the mass of the toilers to recall elected judges.

Again, the fundamental Buarantee against all
abuses ofl state repression lies in the fullest
participation in political activity of the toiling
masses, the - broadest Wpbisible  socialist
democracy, and the abolition of any monopoly
access 1o weapons for privileged minorities, ie,
the general armament of the proletariat (workers
militias)

Furthermore, if civil war conditions make
certain restrictions of democratic rights un-
avoidable, the basic nature and limitations of
such restrictions should be made clearly un-

aucratic rule.

tood. It is necessary to clearly and [rankly
&plain before the whale working class that any
jich restrictions are deviations from the
fogrammatic norm that corresponds to the
Storical interests of the proletariat, that they
exceptions and not the rule. This means that
ey should be limited to the utmost, both in
pe and in time, and revoked as soon as
ossible. This means that the workers should be
specially alerted to the need to prevent them
rom becoming institutionalised and elevated
into the realm of prineiple.

It is likewise necessary to stress the direct
political and material responsibility of hourgeois
counterrevolution for any restrictions of socialist
democracy under war conditions. This means to
indicate clearly to soeiety in its totality, and 1o
the remnants of the former ruling classes
themselves. that the way they will be dealt with

L : et | i ly consistent
lUdapest, 1956: aftermath of Soviet invasion. Trotskyist program is only

revolutionary alternativ

depends on themselves alone, e, upon their

ractical behaviour 3
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workers state does notstrengthen llscupa:n L
self-defence against imperialist aggression.
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very opposite is true. The existence of asystem ol
sacialist demoeracy would make it much more
“difficult for the imperialists to undertake
military aggression under the pretext of “defence
of freedom.” A high level of political understun-
ding and conviction on the part of the u;nljng
. masses; a high level of political activity,
mobilisation, and alertness; an internationalist
education and activity of the proletariat all help
to transform a workers stateintoa powerful pole

of attraction for the international working class. -

“Political freedom under workers
democracy therefore implies
freedom of organisation and
action for independent women’s
liberation, national liberation, and
youth movements, ie, movements
much broader than the working
class in the scientific sense of the
‘word . . .”

Finally, it should be stressed that the n iy
problem today in the Soviet Unton. China, and
the East European workers states is not the
Junger of capitalist restoration under conditions

_of war or civil war. The main problem fucing the

working class in these countries is the dictatorial
control over economic, political, and social life
by a privileged burcaucratic caste. Under thesc
present conditions it is all the more important 1o
place the central stress on the defence of the
democratic rights of all against the restrictions
imposed by the bureaucracy.

8. A fundamental aspect of the
program for socialist revolution

‘[ he balance sheet of fifty years of bureaucratic
power, beginning with the rise of the Stlin
regime in the Soviet: Union, and of twenty-five
years of crisis of world Stalinism can be
summarised as follows:

a. In spite of all specific differences between
the various European and Asian workers states
and in spite of all the changes that have occurred
there, all remain characterised by the absence of
institutivnalised and constitutionally guaraniced

Of course, any workers state must develop a
modern military and intelligence defence system
against hostile capitalist states, but the support
of the international working class is  th d

direct workers power (ie, democratically elected
wc_n:kcrs councils, or couneils of workers and
toiling peasants exercising direct state power)
Eveqrw_here de facto one-party systems exist as

ons of the lete monopoly of real

times more effective for self-defence than a
powerful secret police continually in search of
“foreigninfiltrators™ and “spies.” Inthe long run.
police methods generally weaken the capacity for
self-defence of the victorious proletariat against
foreign enemies.

power in all spheres of social life by the privileged
bureaucracies. The absence of the right to furm
tendencies within the single party, the negation
of real democratic centralism in the Leninist
sense of the word, reinforees that monopoly in
the exercise of state power. The parasitic nature

 privileged  burcaucracies
that to various degrees
al obstacles are placed on

gativity is stilled, and tremen-
Fsocial wealth are misused and

'many partial criticisms of the
1 and economic system in the
“other burcaucratised workers
s idenlogical currents that huve
@ the postwar crisis of Stalinism
"]sm. Castroism. “Eurocom-
left centrism of the ' ltalian,
West German types, ctc) none of
& has put forward a fundamental
‘the Stalinist model in the USSR.
gaucratic power structure none
erent alternative of democratic direct
lass power. No real understanding of
of Stalinism is possible without a
alysis of the bureaucracy as a specific
nenon. No real alternative to rule
acy (or restoration of capitalism)
e without institutionalising direct
jower through democratically elected
ouncils (workers and toiling peasants
h a multiparty system and full
rights for all toilers, within a system
and democratically centralised sell-
of the economy hy the associated

it is the free and democratic
ganisation of the toiling
, dialectically combined
e political clarification
possible by a revolutionary
rd party in the leadership,
presents the best chance for
conquest and continuous
cise of power by the working
it
L

d Eurocommunist current, while
§ criticisms of the dogmas and
he Soviet and East European
and while broadening  1ts
¢ Kremlin, proposes at the most
orst excesses of Stalinist rule

olutionary change. The “Eu-
irties have not cut their um-
he Soviet burcaucracy and

continue 1o offer “objectivist™ justifications and
apologies for the past crimes of the bureaucracy
and many aspects of the present forms of
bureaucratic rule. Furthermore, in the im-
perialist countries their general policy of class
cnliah(;r_almn_;md upholding the hﬂ\ll’g‘cms Dider
sven in face of big explosions of mass strug
V"ICLEC‘SSHY]\mll\th-:lr;.l.ﬂnhln|L‘\puu democrac
inside the lahor movement, particularly within
th_u mass organisations that they control an
within their own parties. In their critiques t
have systematically obscured the differences
between bourgeois and workers demo
under the guise of combatting the
system in the USSR, Eastern Europe, 2
in reality defend the concept that the on
alternative to the rule of the bureauc
through a single party is acceptan:
parliamentary institutions built onthe bourgeoi
madel, plus refusal to guestion thg existence of
the bourgeois state. In this way they reintro
into the labor movement today the general thesis
of classical Social Democ with regard to'the
“peaceful” and “gradual” transitiontosc ialism
In the light of all these failures, the program ol
the Fourth International on the dictatorship ol
the proletariat. direct working class rule through
elected workers councils and plurality of soviel
parties emerges as the only coherent and serious
alternative to the twin revisions of Marxism
advanced by Social Democratic reformism and
Stalinist codification of monopoly rule by a
usurping bureaucratic caste This_ program
which represents in its main lines the continuity
of the tradition from the writings of Marx and
Engels on the Paris Commune through Lenin’s
Stare and Revo through the documents of
the first congresses of the Communist Inter-
national on the dictatorship of the proletanat,
has been further enriched in the light of the
analyses of proletarian revolutians

successive
and bureaucratic degeneration or deformafion
states, first by Trotsky In
Betrayed and in_ the founding

of workers
Revolution

programmatic docaments of the Fourth
International, and later by the «unu»._m‘_-
Fourth

gatherings of the
ter World War I The present
document summarises the present thinking of
the revolutionary Marxists on this key aspect of
the program for socialist revolution

e —

international
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1917, the Labour Council’s resolutions
against recruiting and the Perth
Conference decisions in 1918. The
Leftward movement in the Labour
Party, culminating in the formation of
the industrial section in New South
Wales, was partly inspired by | W. W,
propaganda. A.W. Buckley and at
least one other leading spirit in the
section were ex-members of the
organisation. To the same influence
must be attributed the increasing
militancy of industnial labour in the
period 1914-19. 1t partly inspired both
the great Coal Strike of 1916 and the
General Strike of 1917. The
widespread ramifications of the latter
stoppage are best explained by the
existence of a general spirit in favour
of mass action-a sort of ‘let-us-try-a-
general-strike’ fecling. The crudity and
ineptitude of its execution,
however,was not the fault of the
I‘W.\\‘f.. ‘who had they been on this side
of prison bars, would never have
countenanced the utterly unscientific
extension of that dispute.

* . . . the frame-up of the
IWW twelve was organised
in order to destroy their
influence within the
working class and to break
the back of the anti-war
movement.”

e

needs of workers today?
The Industrial Workers of the
World were, first and foremoast,

: | revolutionaries. They had ith i
A_nm_ lian worke_rs an ideal of eman- the capacity of the c:pil:lha‘:cs,\-‘r;:; ::
cipation m?em{tw:c to the somewhat satisfy the needs of workers, They
whny Fui"n;ln;miuorn ﬁ Labour :;aged an all-out class struggle a'gainsl
. Accord st perma-  the system. They were ini tonali
il:;l u;lﬁ_:w:r‘nenl was th: birth of an to the core, Th!::y sueue::l[:;“tmlll:;
- ﬁﬁm agitation, framed on thewr propaganda and their actions. in
lCIII‘I.Ilwv as contrasted with the winning large numbers of Australian
swallo ing process uf_lh:‘ AW.U. workers to an understanding of the
amaigamation, and this time sup- link between the class struggle and
ported by many official leaders of i
ity Tim

“But philosophically the interest of
the LW_W. lies in the fact that it was
the first body to offer effectively to the

d by imperialist war.

The IWW carrried out an uncom-
promising struggle against the. op-
portunist labor bureavcracy. It called
on workers to make a complete break
with the politics of the capitalist
syslem and to put an end to class
collaboration. It made no coneessions

Lessons for today

What lessons can be learned from
the history of the IWW? Does its
struggle have any relevance to the

¥

f anti-war

iR
to parlia;
tion of the wi
slrugsles il_l un
very watchwo

W the salva-
Inly in mass
sation. The

ORGANISE! Ab :an::f
demonstrated, tice, that
Australliln in ::m way
exeeptional in of the mlcr-\-
national  labg ment. Unde
conditions of | given :h;
leadership of y gb dy of
revolutiona |
of class str 3 pr.og[dﬁf
h:\-‘c sl:jown th E ‘:srl:{:
the road of

uhow;d. also, ”:c Isﬁ:‘lfl
organisation ¢ ired by correct
ideas, develop fito a powerful
revolutionary 4

Why, then, di i
from the scen:.’“ 4 "ﬁﬂﬁgm

o

lian workers Lo a victorious

7
he attacks of the government
one of the organisation was
‘But not a single one of the
gapitulated and Direct Action
n fighting, denouncing the
he very end. When the I'WW
ared illegal at the end of 1910
e levies of IWW membcrs
gaols, while others rose lo
¢ places agitating on the
and in the work places Yet
all this idealism, sacrifice.
and determination on the
ts members the 1WW died
hough a mass campaign even-
Wwon the freedom of its leaders.
spite the wide influence it
d at its highpoint, the IWW did
urvive the war as a significant

olutionary party needed

IW W failed because it was nota
ist-Leninist revolutionary party

nclusive union-type body
a party organised around
ite program and
on that basis.

body to offer the

the somewhat
eadbare Fabiams:ﬂ
e Labour Party.

of

,Thc formation of the il
P riy in the early 1920s was sceh
ny as the beginning of the process

mstructing the Bolshevi -1y pc]p-;uri\n
cialist revolutic i
. m‘ wouw lc?d o s Lrucl pm———_ prmmant 18 Boating u further (W.ﬂﬂ-::d:: .‘l:‘ waned
ih | Australia,  But the s 1% ey

phenomenon of the Stalinist degene
Ption of the Soviet Union and
international communist parties
to the collapse of
Party as a revolutionary force.

The biggest steps since v
constructing  the indispens

g not organised as a party, butasa
ilitz 1lan

avery militant union butsti
: e ather

selecting its

e . the IWW was the

stralian workers an id_eal
emancipation alternativ

Communist

the

the Communist

the 1920s 1

Australian Trotakyism today aims to
reproduce, on Ve higher basis of the
scientific class-struggle doetrines of
Marxism- Leninism, the militaney and

revolltionary workers party in this
country have come with the revival of
Trotskyism beginning with the antiwar
mavement in the 1960s, The weekly

newspaper of the Socialist Workers  will Lo struggle and  win \§huh
Party, the Australian section of the sterised the pioneers of the
Fourth International, is named Direct W e e
Action after the old I'WW paper
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vay workers meeling, Pe

ocialist democracy

nd the dictator
of the proletariat

Resolution i
of the United Secretariat of the Fourth Int
ernatic

ical politics. A clear position

e fundamental difference betweer

refor-
8 and centrists of all varieties on the one
. and revolutionary Mar ie,
Slshevik-Leninists, on the other regarding the
quest of state power, the need { socialist

plution, the nature of the proletarian state,
d the meaning of the dictatorship
letariat does not lie in defence of a

gtem by the former and a one-party s

defence of

latter. Nor does it lie in
nrestricted democratic freedoms by the former
fd defence of severe restrictions, or cven

JUppression. of democratic freedoms by the
tter. Any attempt Lo identify the difference
tween reformists and revolutionists primarily
this way distorts the basic lessons of three=
uarters of a century of historical experiences
[ith revolutions and counter jtions and
"objectively represents a Erave concession (0
Creformism itsell.

The fundamental differences between refor-
ists and revolutionary Marxists on the key
BNissLe of state power consist of

AL The clear recognition by revolutionary
Marxists of the class nature of all states and of
Uihe state apparatus as an instrument  for
" maintaining class rule.

b, The illusion upheld by the reformists th
“democracy” or “democratic stale institution
stand above classes and the class sir uggle

¢. The clear recognition by revolutionary
Marxists that the state apparatus and state
Enatitutions of even the most € seratie
bourgeois states serve 10 uphold the power and
rule of the capitalist class and cannot be
instruments with which to overthrow that rule
and transfer power from the capitalist cl asslothe
working class.

d. The clear recognition by
Marxists, Nowing from these considerations,
that the conquest of power by the working class
requires the destruction of the hourgeois state
apparalus, in the first place of the repressive
apparatus of the bourgeoisic

L

revolutionary

' (::':;znéids‘i‘l::?l;i;{'dlhe infernational labor movement over different
ing the Russian neueum ocracy Is the most deepgoing since the years
of East and West Eo ution of Octlober 1917. The intensification of the
® of the bourgeol uropean Stalinism and Maoism and the growing
RS of th g II.S political order in Western Europe have brought this

e realm of more or less academic polemics into the field of

on this question is i
esses toward socialist revolution in i requiredio SEHe R

“bureaucratised workers states. It is therefor
rnational to state its programmatic posilions.

the West and political revolution in
e necessary for the Fourth

¢. The necessary conclusion drawn by

I
revolutionary Marxists as a consequence that

the working class can exercise state power only
within the framework of state institutions i
type differemt from
state, state institutions ansing out of soversign
woeratically elected and centralised
workers councils (soviets), with the fundamental
characteristics outlined by Lenin in Sraic and
Revolution—the election
judges, leaders of the workers or workers and
peasants militias, and all delegates representing
the toilers in state institutions; regular rotation
of elected officials; restriction of their Locom
that of skilled workers; the right to recall them
any time; parallel exercise of legislatiy
executive power by et-lype institul
radical reduction of the nu nber of per
functionaries and greater and greater trans!
administrative functions L bodies run by
toilers. In other words, a qualitative growth of
direct democracy as contrasted to indirect
representative democracy. As Lenin said, the
workers state is the first state in human history
that upholds the ru the majority of the
population against exf tative and oppressive
minorities, *Instead of the special institutions ol
a privileged minontyt privileged officialdom, the
chiefs of the standing army) the majornty itsell
can directly Tulfill all these functions, and the
stale power are

those of the bourgeois

and de

of all functionaries,

anent
r of

more the functions of a
performed by the peopleasa whole, the less ne
there is for the ¢xistence of this power.” (*State
and Revolution,” ¢ ollecred Waorks, Vol 25, pp
419-420) Thus, the dictatorship of the proletariat
is nothing other than a workers democracy. It is
in this sense that the dictatorship of the
proletariat begins to W ither away almost from s

inceplion

The concept of the dictatorship of the
proletanat, which summanses all these points, 15
a basic part of the Marxist theory of the stale of
the proletarian revolution, and of the process
toward building 2 classless society. The word
“dictatorship” has concréle meaning in that
context; it is a mechanism for the disarmament

a7



! d‘ﬂnmﬁtmoﬂk exploiters, ns.an

hi.ﬂﬁhn it mmixy of the population, the
i It follows that

in democratic forms and

m dimw ip must inevitably entail
not only a change i

ed by the so-called Eurocommunist
rties, the Japanese CP, and several other CPs

I as centrist formations, according to which

~ the labor movement can fully attain its goals
~ within the framework of bourgeois-
parliamentary institutions through reliance on

~ parliamentary elections and gradual conquest of

“positions of power” within these institutions,
must be energetically opposed and denounced
for what it is: a cover-up for abandonment of the
struggle for the conquest of state power by the
proletariat; a cover-up for abandonment of the
strugele for the expropriation of the bourgeoisie,
for abandonment of a policy of consistent
defence of the class interests of the working class:
a substitution of ever more systematic class

* . . . the working class can
exercise state power only within
state institutions of a type different
from those of the bourgeois state.
state institutions arising out of
mm ‘and democratically
coungils . . .~

collaboration with the bourgeoisi¢ for the policy
of i class struggle; and flowing
: a growing 1o capitulate to

the class interests of the bourgeoisie at moments
of decisive economic, political, and social crisis
Far from reducing the costs of “social
transformation”™ or from ensuring a peaceful,
1t slower, transition to socialism, this policy,
if it should decisively determine the political
of the toilers in a period of unavoidable
class confrontation, can only lead to
mdefﬂts and mass slaughters of the
Spanish. and Chilean type.
ﬁfw a one-party or a multiparty
qm-m?
no way does the Marxist theory of the state
the concept that a one-panty system is a
ﬁmry precondition or featmwe of workers
power. a workers state, «thdlﬂl!nrﬂnp of the
proletariat. In no theoretical docament of Marx,
Engels. Lenin, or Tmlskya.nd in no program-

matic docu.mcm-, of the Third
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